


R M,

4800 Erie Street
Daniels Park

Berwyn, Maryland
August 28, 1946

Mrg.Franklin D, Roosevelt
c/o Curtis Publishing Company
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

My dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

While cleaning out my secretary I came across the rough drafts

of the enclosed verses written by my emotional thirteen-year-old
daughter at the time of Mr. Roosevelt's death., She had a sincere
regard for him because shared the same birthday, and I'm sure
her sentiments came from heart, I have typed them just as she
wrote them, in spite of the involved grammar and often obscure
meaning, because I thought you would appreciate them more that
way, having had children of your own.

My husband was killed on Jamuary 30, 1934, and for some years
afterward it was difficult to separate the sad memories from
the joyful ones a child is entitled to on a birthday, but we
always made & big thing of the fact that the President was cele-
brating his birthday too, which pleased Mary Kean a great deal,
On her tenth birthday she sent him
attached ten dimes as her contribution to the war against polio,
a very small drop in the large bucket of contributions, I'm
sure he will always live 1
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Mary Kesn Smith - Aged 13 - April, 1945

pow the falry onge -
it by thae olde of & ateream,
e voftly Meded swsgy=-

ou sos, It's Just & drsem.

Fary Fasm Swmdth - Aped L3
Barch 29, ~ 1949

BOUND TAPS
Tn_the Meeorg of Franklin [nlenc Roopewali

SJound teps Ffor him
0 opetal man

Soused tame far him
I eVer you omn,

L=t notes of tribche

April 14, 194% - (aged 13)



THE HOUSE THAT ISN'T A HOUSE AT ALL

The house that isn't & house at all
Stands &t the end of & road,

It redlly isn't a house at all -
It's only a faedry abode,

It ien't of brigk, it isn't of glass,
It ien't even stone)

It'e really only a tall green tree
That stands in the wood, alone.

It'e brenches are long, they reach the ground
Tts trunk is very wide. i
I even think, sway down deep,

A falry lives inside.

Deep moss B0 very thiok
Just ﬁm and thrives m'u.
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April 14, 1945 - (aged 13)
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D%ﬁg Hgaﬁn

v ! mI thought I would let you know
thdd ﬂ?ntill wish to retain possession
nﬁ he, cottage in which the Curnans
now '1ive, A8 I shall have whoever
quk|§fnr me living there.

«: ~As you know I paid the rent up
until ¥ay first and when and if the
Cyrnans move, I do not want it rented
to anyone else,

'11 hope you and the family have
been well during the winter,

Very sinoerely yours,

Mr, Huaaq Bmith
Hyde Park, NY
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