


- • 

ulu &c.ut~ o/1,.~ ol Uo.uo s,u,,,, • .NatU.U.l .HiJioric SJu.u.. 

,..ltiPI DIINT 
oR. •I:IIIIN ARD C. P'IIUIONAN 

V tCI£ PltleiOINT 
W IL.C.IAM WIIIIIIIIIO 

S&CftiTA!ItV 
RABI I THIODOIIIII L IWII 

TR&AIUfllll" 
H AIIUtV H &JII.Z 

AliT. TAIAIUJU:R 
OR. II, lit. COLITZ. 

8 0A11t0 0 1' Olllltl.c:TOitS 
WAX ADIILSON 
Oft, I AMU&:L ADIU..I ON 
MRt . CVRUI AOLU 
HU.RY AL.UAND IIII 
JUDGII IAMUCL •Afii:Nn 
NATHAN IAL.L. 
JACOI e LA U I T IIIN 
A AI II IAMU I.L IILKIN 
J ULIAN IIIIIIOHTMAN 
OR. 1 . It, COLITZ 
O R. ALIIIIIIIT Q , OANNIN 
ARTHUIIt I, DAIIItMAN 
DR .• G&R.AL.O Q , P'IINIUO 
D ... L.OUII f'INtct[l.eTII.I N 
DR. IDNARD C. l'tUI.OMAN 
LE:II M. P'lti iOMAN 
DR . NOIIIUUI A , OUTITCIN 
Oft. NKLSON OL& UCK 
&.OWl N J08UHitON 
WAX KUIIN ITZ. 
THI HON, Hl. .. l lltT H. LI:'M NAN 
MORIIUI MO .. QINITC:liiiH 
JUDO II I.DOAR J , N AT HAN, .IIIII. 
A£V. OR, DAVI D 01 ICM..A fi'OOL 
JUDQ I JOIIIIH M, f"IIII OIKAUIIt 
OR, A. L. 84CHA .. 
Olt. 18ADORC 0 . ICHAP'P'I:R 
JULIUI ICHAI'"P'&" 
OU8TAVII I CH MILJ.C:IIt 
AAT'HUIIII D . I CHWAIItT% 
ARCHt aALO I ILVIIIU4AN 
N YDt H, I OI ILOP'P' 
A,l£ O. IMITH 
DltWEY O • .-TON& 
AIIIITHU" H AYI I UL%111111GEIIII 
ALEXAND&" 0 , TCtft 
THONAI ,J. TOI IAI 
WILLIAI4 WIIIIOO 

EX-<WP'ICIO 
H £NIIIIY I. HI N OIItfCKI 
ROI IIIIT O . MIIU.tAN 

RAOIO ANO T 'IL&YIIIOH 
RIIPIIIIIIIIHTATIVI 

MILTON I, KfiiCHTit 

I•COIPOIATII 

__.TD 17U 
oc-.. tU MAT'DW. tMfOIIC IMMNI: 1M6 

SS Touao Snrn NIIWI'OaT, RIIOOI! laANo 

Dear Friend: 

As you are no doubt aware, the Touro Synagosue was desig· 
nated a National Historic Site by the United States Gov'ernment 
on March 5, 1946, the firJt Jewish hou5e of worahlp to be 10 
honored. 

Thl• historic shrine Is •now •being maintained aa a pilgTimage 
center, open to vlsltora throughout 'the year for auided tours. 
During the put few years almost 20,000 people have visited the 
Touro Synaaogue and have been inspired by this sublime, religious 
experience.. 

Unfortunately, the honor confened by the government caniea 
no financial support. The small Jewish congre-aation of Newport 
Is unable to assllme the full finnnciol responsibility of maintaining 
the atrucrure and grounds ns a National Shrine, al well as filling 
the requests for literature from libraries, schools and other inter· 
ested aroups. 

We earnestly hope. therefore, that you will become a member 
of the Sociery, and 10 hdp to maintain the shrine which teat:Uies 
eloquently to the historic roots of our f.>Jth, and of the Jew in 
the life of our areac country. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Or. B. C. Friedman 
President 
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!lOME OP CONGREGATION JI!StiUAT ISRAilL 

T
HE TOURO SYNAGOG VI! IJ the 6ttt Jcwi.ah 
hoo.tc of wonbip to bt dui&cutc:d 1 Nuiotu.l 
Huconc S1W by tht N11t1oo.-l Park.• s...nc. of 

tbt Drs»rtmcar of tbt lotuior of dw Ffdtr11J GoY· 
nn•cot Thtt 611e Coloaul t~ntet•rc b.N •f'ftd the 
Jcwttb tuwkau of f'\,-wport sill« 176), btu thr ro .. d · 
"'I of tht Conarqn10a Jtab~»t butl '""" !~ben tuck 
to 16SI In thJ.t yur tome: 6httt~ Jcwi.th fa.m.ihn 
wcl•nl libuty umc to Rhock h lud ill U'tpOIIM ro 
RQttr Wlllb,ml' l dt<l..&tilhOn o r rt'IICiOIII fufdom. For 
tht nut WH\Iff, tbt Jc:wilb Htllut i n Ncwporl btld 
crllaJov• toe rvicn in priv:~tc horne. until Otctmbcr 2. 
176), wtwn tht T ouro Sya.-aoaur, which h'd tJictn 
(our pun to build. wu comp!ct«S • nd dtd1c.1ud to it• 
KJip purpo• 

At dw hJIK of the- dtdiu.hon. tht tpuH'Oal lcM« 
of tht Coetnvttoe wu tht RtYtttad Uuc To•ro. for 
wltom C~ SyaJ&OJUt wn a.am«l He wu tbt btha 
of JuOh Tooro. wbo brur:u oat of tht trut plliba­
lbtoru.u of riM' Vniud Smu. Jod.lh Tnro tadowtd 
1bf fiut h« hbnry oa tbu: coottlltnt. ••d probably in 
1br world bt btl~ to complttt thf 6unlln HUI 
montilmtnt ud bt tnJdt mo~ny ltl\ttout cl(u . dvrint 
hU llfttlmt Jnd '" hia will, to tvtry cypc: ol d»rifJblr 
.1nd wtll.u~ .agrncy without rt1tu d 10 crrtd or tolar. 
T ht Touro lnfirm.uy, tht (o~mou• hotpil.tl in N,w 
Orlun' " n.1mtd for him 

Jlldab Tovro'e tUIUiot .art at mt ~ hta 
tAOt.bu i11 cht "Old J twt.b Cc.m.ttt ry'', 1 tnull l>arial 
aroud ja.c a liulr w&y ap dw tlrttl frOm tht To1uo 
SynatOJIIf, ar cht tomr r of Tou.ro •"d Kay Sttf'tfl, 
T'hlt CcmtCUY " flOW rmcrd in by aunht llld Iron. 
M.1ny ol 1hf i niJCtlptloru on tht combteontt. whkh b.ad 
lwei\ wrlctrn in Htbrrw, En11Uh. Spuiah. Port•autw. 
. uad l.a11o. h.avt bftn t!ue:d by tunt. b11t chf •'"''-' o( 
!how wbo ht tbUt Wttt Wt:U· \ AOWft in dW t.afly da)'1 
of Rbodt ltlaad - auna bk.t Mota M tcb.Mt H.&ya 
A..~roe Lopn. &t•J"m'• L••f Jnd M~ Stnu 

On• of tbt arutut of Amcriut1 pocc-. Htnly 
\Vallfwo"h l .. ona(t:llow, wa. movtd by • ¥isic co 

1"bt Jcwllh Crmtltry at Nrwport" to wtllr 1 

How •trJIII.f' n ...-ma ! Tbnr Htb«•• in lhttr auvu 
Oo. by l ht Jlr«C or thU bu aupott COWft 
Sik• • 1MtMSt tht Mfft·lilaat wnu. 
AI tuC 10 o~ll U... JD:OYIOI •p ud dowal 

Aad cbtw wpolchnl atorta. 10 oW ud bnt••· 
Thte ptY« witb Ltn! Ala:• tbtir btlrial·pl~o«. 
S«m lil..t tbt t'Jblru of tbt Law. throw• down 
Al\d broltn by MONt 11 tbt moantaht'a baw 

Tht vrry namu mordcd btrt art """II'• 
01 (onoltn ~((tnl , o~nd of dilrrr•nt cllmu: 
Alv.art• • .,d R ivtu tntu<:Nna• 
Wtlh AbrJtum Jad J~cob of old tim" " 

M.&•J •••btmub mst•rr .,.'Ofn ol C.trf'&.lltcNt 
Jub•u latMI wrr« promlarnt io tbt to•tMrt\tJ, td•c.&• 
Oo.al. ud •odal hfr oJ the: Coloey. Many fo.tbt la 
tht Rrvohulonary Ar~ny: tuny btlptd tO funbtr tht 
Rno.hu~on ln ocbrr ways. Tta Touro Sr<ucoa u• aad 
those who wouhipptd i.n It wtrr an ii!UIUI p.~rt of 
Colonul llfr Ia 1780. tbt Gurnl ANtmblr of Rhods 
Uland m•l '" abc Sy•u&Oiut, Jrsd t• Marcb. l711 • 
.. twn C.Ortt W.uhi.a1toa vi.tlttd Ntwpon. • Towa 
Mrftlftl w.u hrld ia lbr Gmt b•~IRJ 

Ntaif yurs IJtitf &. 1790. <isor~ WHhiacta. 
o~paa wu.cfd Nrwport thu; nmt a• P~drac of tlw 
Uatr«<< S utu Mc.u Sri.n&. •bo .,,. warda of tbt 
SJII.IIOI•t at dtc tim.r, ~ Gtc:lfl.t WaduAaroa. 
&nd 11 ••• chrn chat tbt 6rat Prr:ri6tat nudt hla fall'loo• 
dtduatiOII : " For Mppi.ly. tht Govrrftmc:nt of thr 
Uniled St.~tN which clvu to bi«otry no uncdoo, to 
p.nrcutlon ftO o~taittanc:t. rcquirt>.a only that rh•r wbo 
live undtr il• procrction abould drmun ChfmMlvu u 
sood dtiunt, 1n 1iwi•1 it on all ocut ,Ofll their rffuc·• • l 
e.upport •• 

Wht• dw To.ro Sre•&OI"" waa foun.&llJ drdi­
uttd ,.. .a aJdOoJl thrinc oa A•1 .. J l . 1941. ~ 
<n..o•r •• winch auor a..atloo.ally bo•a A••ricn.t 
par:hnpattd, Prtadau Tl1lt!WI tal tht followhta aau­
~· ro Dr tkrn•rd C. Frirdaun, wbo ••• cht:a prtti• 
dtftt of Cona.rtJ..ttion Jaba~t Urad: 

" I •m hippy to couJt Jtul.atr tbt Contrtt•· 
cion J u.buat bl':ltl u d tht community of Nt•poct, 
Rhode bland. on tbr •ttina •part of th• Touro 
Synaaoaar •• a national s.bri.ot. It it fo"unatt tb;u 
thf vtnu-..blt (Jbrlc of the Syn.IJOitlt, optnrd on 
D«rmbu 2. 1763. a cunary affCr t.bt fouodi111 of 
dw Coe&rttuioa. is a:i11 ia •• ud admimt by all 
lowtrt ot tood • rchit«tan. 

''Thr •m•a o~p~n of thu; bYcont lhna• ,. 
J n.at.oul •oasmmt ia qmbolit of o•t tnditioa 
of fttt6om. whkb hu intpiud •to ud WOtDn 
of cvny ctffd, n cr ~ad o~.oc:a:c.rr co coetnbac. thru 
hi&bttt a ifta to tbt dr•dopm~ru of o•r naciocul 
c:uhurt. 

" l """ th.l l tbrooab long ntlt•nrs co tomt 
1ht ~phil of aood will and coltr.tnet will cvtr 
domlnatt thr hurc.t :.nd minch of etw Amtrie.~n 
proplr " 



• . ' Carl Vm Dorm. the no ted b11tonan, acttd u 
muttr of tbc oflicial dtdi<ation etrtmollid . ta tbc 

followin& worda. Mr. Van Dorro a•n txptu~ion to 
tbr hdl tiaailicancr of tbr detiaoatioo o f tbr T ouro 

S ynaaoa•• u a Natioaal Sbrint: 

•'Lu OJ DOl fors:tt tbll tbt abrintt of a 

natio n art tbt work noc only o f tbt aood and 
bnvt mtn and womtn who art rtmtmbtrc:d, but 

al10 o f tht la[tr genrrationt who rrmtmbtr tbtm 
and prtstrve tbt monumrnu which arc tbtlr vis· 

iblt rrcord1. T btrt can bt no arnt naliona without 
faithful memoriu of arut dttda and arut tbougbu. 

H nation• chui.sb unwo rthy mtmoriu hom tbrir 
put they will perform unwo rthy utions in tbt 
prrornt and b<. Ptiafitd with unworthy bopu for 

tht futurt . But wbto . u thit afternoon . a arn.ua~ 

cion bonora a shrinr lone co111t<t1ttd to juaricc and 
holiac:.a. thlt arnuarion dou bonor to tht bat in 
""If u wdl as to tbt abrine. Tboor who brrr par 
tribute- c.o bi.Jror-y now nukt forthtr hitto ry. J.nd 

brcomr tbtmJtlvc-• a put of ic:· 

ABOUT THE TOURO SYNAGOGUE 

T bt • rcbittct o f tbe Touro Synagogu<. which 
i1 considtrtd ont of tht mon buu ti(ul Colonial $true· 
turtt in tht country, wu Ptttr Hnriaon. who ~lw 
duigntd th• Rtdwood Libnry and tbt Brick Marktt 

1n Nrwpor-t . and otbtr- noublt buildinas of historic 
inltrt.lt in Bo&ton ~nd Umbridgt. MusnbaKtU. No 
smo111 pui: of t.lx Syo~aogut'a J Uittrt d uaic btaaty it 

dut to cht humoniout proportioot of tbc tdi6u u ~ 

wbolr. Tbr gallrry ia aupporttd by twtlvr Ionic col· 

, 

omna, and abo•e tJM. riot twdn Corinthian columoa 

111pportlna tbr domed cc:UU.a. # 

From tbr roof bana fin mauin bronu c .. dtlabro. 
wro uaht b r hand. Two Wt~ tbc ai.ft of Jacob Rod· 
uauu Rivrra 1n tbr namr of bit aoa Abnbam, aod 

brar tbt datt 1765. Anotbtr. daud 1760. wu prarnttd 

b• Napth•l i Hart Mytn. and the fourth . tbr aift of 
Aaron Lopn . ia dattd 1770. The larae condtlabru m 
b<forr tbe alur b<ara the in~<riprion tha t It ,..., tbt 

aih of Jacob Pollock in 1769 . 

In .accordanct with rtliaious triJd idon che "ptrptt · 

ua1 lamp" with iu ttrrntl flame. bon a• b<fore the Ark. 

Thia lamp ia inKrib<d .. b<ina tbt sift of Samuel J udah. 
in th< yur 1765 . Tbr b<autiful ttandard bra., candtl · 

abra upon tht nil b<fo rt tbc Ark boar tbc inocriptlon. 
Enoch Lyo n. 1766. 

The clock o n tbt balco nr ia inKribtd " Judah 
J aco bo Londo n. Anno Mundi 5529", ( 1769). 

Tht Scro ll• of the Law within tb< Ark arc of 

arut antiquity. and o f arrat b<aury. Ont of thtm It 
four bundrtd yura o ld and wu brought to Newport by 

tbr familita who fint arrivrd in 1658. Tht oilvtr top• 
and bella on the other• >re fi nt txamp1u of tht art of 
Amuiun tilvcrsmitbt in tbt t lghtttnth ctn tury . 

Th• Socitty of F riends o f Touro Synaaoaue 
National HiJtoric Sbrint, Jnc. wu chartered in tht: 
Statt of Rbodt lat.nd o n February 26, 1948. for tbt 

purpow of enlilting public support in maintainina 
lht 1truc 1u~ and ground• of t.bt: Touro Syn1aoaur u 
a pilarimaae ct:nttr, oprn to visirora throoa.bouc tbt 
ytar: makina av~ilablt tdocation ~l m~tuial to ~ehoola. 

libr.uiu . chu rch ~nd civic groups. aa wtll as •iricora : 

.1nd cht cvtn tu.al building of a mo.ttum to boaa eM 
prictltu aift• of m~nuac.riptl. J»intings. and otbtr 

trnsurtJ ISIO<iatcd with the utly congrtgants. that arc 
co ming in from many pana of the country. 

The Synagogut runaine open for arvic,ea at btfort, 
fn addition IO cbiJ tbtrt is now on duty I (all timt 

gu ide with regular hours for viaitors. Rtcognition of the 

bu ilding aa a National Sbrint carriu with it no 6nanclal 
aid and >dda financial burd<na far b<yond the ability 

of thia 1mall commun ity to assume. Tht roat of 

mainttnanct mu1t tbudort com.e from fritndt who art 

inrtrtsttd in tbe welfare of tbis bt;~utifuJ boutt of 

wonhip. 
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