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JAMES L. HOUGHTELING
AN HALORMAMA ROAD
WABHINGTON B, D C.

Fabrusry 19, 1947.

Mias ¥nlvine Thompson,

grre Mra, Ronsavelt,

a0 Washington 3ouars West,
New York, N. Y.

Degr kiss Thompaon:

¥any thanks for vour telagram
tnlling me that Mr. Manullsky, Foreign Minister
of thm Tkraina, does not asem to have the facta
ghant mv cousin Senedikt Tyszklewlcz Junior, who
1a for some unknown reason being held in a F.0.W.
femp st Klev. I am ancloslng two alpned coples
af 8 atrtement of the craas es I underatand 1t,

hen I wrote Mra, Roosavelt at
the and of ¥ovember, I atsted the facta in a
1ass formal rnd more peraonal way, in order to
anable her to indge whether she would be justified
in 1vving them bafore Mr. Manullsky and perhaps
arrenge for me to ses him nnd present my relative'ls
cear. T alao enclosed g very appeeling letter from
"ths nrlscnerta” mother. Then I prepared the state-
ment now enclosed and sent 1t te Adlal Stevenson,
to be piven mither to Mre.doossvelt or direct to
Mr. Mermuilsky - whichevar Adlel might find mosat
fitting., e replied that he learned thrt Kra. Rooae
welt hed alreedy put the metter before Manullsky.

1 realize thet the Slav temperemesnt
hates to 1=t its left hand know what 1ts right hend
18 doing - which probably explains why I got a
"prush-of f" latter Trom the 3oviet Consulete 1n New
York sbout my letter heving been referrad to 1t, I
hope we heve batter luck with the presant atrtement.

ilways yvoura sincerely,

Jemes L. Houg 2.--"




NENORANDUN

ReNATNTNN BENEDIKT TYSZEKIEWICZ JUNIOR
P POTLISH CITIZWN, WO IS NOW RRPORTRD iﬂ
BT HTIN AS A FRISOKER OF W/R *T P,0.W,
CIMP 67/4, AT EIEV, UKR/INE, USSH,

Decambar &, 10486,

Henad Yyseklnwice Junior 1s son of Renedikt

and Toaes (Branitake) Tyaszkilawlez and wea born in Poland

on Aupust 2, 1904, Pis father's mothsr was a native-bporn
eitizrn of the Tnited Statss, Clurs Eligabeth Bancroft

=ho merried into the Tyssklawice family In or mbout 1F55.
ey mothep, Cleras Pepbo’y Buneroft, was a alster of Francls
M, Peabody of Chiecrpo, U.8:A«, the maternel grandfathesr

af thr undepaiyn-d, This prisoner ia thereTors p second
couain of the underaignaed,

Yar Hiato
; 4 FEﬂ time of the invaslon of Folsnd by Oermany #n Septembor

1, 1978, the parenta of this prisoner had fust raturnsd from

£ lon; wvinit to thedir relpatived In thes Tnited States, His
f:-ther was - =an sbout &4 yeoras old, n crominsnt «nd publie-
apirited citizen of thes Republle of Polend but not setive in
nollitie~] matters, The father end mother and this young msn
and his wife ratired before the OGerman invesion to s proparty
brlonging to them in sastern Polesnd, near thes Lithuanian bor-
Asp, "hen the trocps of the Soviet Union occcupled sestarn
Folrnd, the frther pnd son wera aPfrested end imprisonsd for

n considarable neriod, The mother and zon's wif= croased thes
hordar into Tithuenia rnd thenoe to Swedan and finclly Posched
noscuplnd Prunee, rhers they had relrtives with whom they
gould live, They undersiynesd, balleving thet the arraat of
the frther end aon wap n misteke nttributebls to the confusion
of the early var-pericd, apresled to the United States Embassy
nt Moseow for help 1n sscuring thelr relresse; and finelly was
informed thrt they hrd besn sllowsd to return to German-oscupled
Polond, Thia wns before the Cormen pttrok om the Soviet Union
in June, 194l. The fetherts heelth had besn somplated shatteresd
vy th~ rigors of imprisomment and he wea flnally permitted %o
gnin hia wif+s in Prante. y

Second Arrest of Bensdikt Tyszkiewlcz Junio |
ifter the son'n rrturn to POLANd e wAE nble to muke some sort

of o living by operating nn enti ue shop, sinees ha 18 o men
rhoas prineipsl interent 1= in wrtistie !hingm His mother
voughes for the frot that «t ne time did he t ke ony part in
tetivities of n politiesl nrtume. Hovevar, in Janurry, 1946,
after the rpmies of the Soviet Union had victoriously nmdvanced
inte rolend, he was agsln arreated, together with his brother-
in-1:w Radziwill and sevarcl others, and wra taken to Elev. In
Septechar, 1945, un emneaty wes granted to politierl prisoners.
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~nd his brother=in=lew and others of the group were ralapsad
and pllow~A to lacwe the territoriea of the Soviet Union. He
wes atill held p prisonsr however, aud his mother bellsves

th t the Soviet puthorlities hsave confused his ldanti " with
th-t of enother Tysskiewios wvho hrnd bDeen sotive in Polish pol-
ities, FErly this yesr, when 1t wos reklized thut he was not
being relnsasd with the others, the underalgned agsin asked

the Tnited Statea Embassy in MWoscowr to intercede for him, but
tmbhaa-pdor Tarriman wos pdviaed by the Soviet suthorities

th £t thelr reoords did not show sny such prisonsr being held

nt ¥Yisrv or alsexhers in the Soviet Union, However, in Nevember,
1946, the prisonsr®s mothar recnived s lettar f'rom a [ellowe
prinorer vho hed fust been relepned from P.O,W, Cuap 82/4 at
riew, atnting that he hed aesn Nenedikt Tyagklewlez Junior
thrps &t the time of his own rerlssas, This ves some time aftar
the pepert, :bove referred to, recalved by the undarsigned
from the Tnited States jmbpsspdor to tha U.5,8,R. This leteat
ne=n from the pri'n:m-'-l‘ wna sapeoliclly "'i‘?t"“’-ﬂ.'!-iﬂ{- 8 his heslth
1a brginning to brank undar his long imprisonment, and the sesm-
in; hopelesansgs of being held cfter so many of hiz fellow=
prisonsra h.ove Basn relecand 1la pdversely affecting his mentsl
rrd smotionrl proceusgsa, snecording to this leat repert sbout
him,

If the relapas of Nancdikt Tysskiswlior c:n be prranged he wishas
to foln his femily in France, wher= his frther (now over O

yeara old) 1a now living r2 in invelld, The undersigned hopss

th .t hia e a2~ e:n be revierad rnd hlis rel=tae permittsad and

| o Blogily

-
es L, Houghtaling
31 Enloreme Road, MN.W,,
Weahin tﬂﬂ. D, Cs
(formerly United 3tates Commiansioner
of T=-igration sndt Naturnllzation))
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JAMES L. HOUGHTELING %
A4 HALOMAMA MOAD
WABHINGTON B, . €.

Pebruary 11, 1847,

Migs Malvina Thompson,
Sares of Mras. Roosevelt,

29 Washington Scupre Wast,
Wew York, N. Y.

¥v deur Miss Thompason:

gavaral weeka upo I telsaphoned to
ask 1f wou ecould find out for me exactly whit Mrs.
Rooaevelt did in the mutter of & leabtér which 1
ralarad to her Trom mv cousin Mme. Rose Tyszklewlcoz,
who rawed Mra, Booseveltis help in securling tha
pralrraa of her son, & politicel prlsoner 1n Klev,
17349R, T also asked Adlei Stevenson to spesk to Mr.
¥Manuilsky, the tkrainian Forelgn Minlnater, asbout
voung Tyszkiswlez; and he gnawerad thrt he had
aheeked un gnd undarstood that Mrs. Roosevelt had
nleand my latter, and Mme. Tyaszkiewlcz's, before
wr, Yamilsky while the letter was in sttendence at
r'nited Hations meeting. Leoter, however, when ] saw
¥Mr=s. Roosevelt &t the Tnion for Democratic Action
Alnner in this city, she seemad to have a vague
rennllaction thet she had referred the metter to
Mr. fromvko

1 want to follow up this mattar, as
an innocent voung mants 1ife and resson appesr to be
Aapandent on presasing the right plea in thes right
plrce. The 3tate Department ls ageln wllling to help
me 1n this metter of my cousin, but it is lmportant
ror m~ to find out how Mras. Rocsevelt, in her unending
penerosity, raferred this matter to high Soviat
authoriting, You wera so kind ea to undartake to get
thia inform-tion for me; but I want to have the sub-
{agt bafore vou in writing.

vith all best wiahes,

Yours sincerely,




kr. Houghteling 6a11ed me about this case
of his nephew., We have written Gromyko
and Manulleky, and all hs geta 18 a
form reply. Can you think of anything

more to do?

Mr., Houghteling has been to various
people in the State Dept.
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has Benedict Tyszklewles,
be de Penthievre,

s Be,. Paris, November 12, 1946.

Dear Mrs. Rooasavelt:

Deep concern, angulsh and anxiety over my son's fate
mekes me take up your time end msk your kind help. You have
helped many who are in distress and thus I trust you will ex-
cuse my troubling you.

1 have one son who was arrested in January 1845, during
the Russien advance into Poland, and sent to a prisoner-of-war
camp in Klev, the exact address of which I am enclosing. In
apite of the genersl amnesty, declared in September 1945, and
the release of my son's brother-in-law, our hopes were shatter-
ed and he is still in that camp.

I have lately hed a message from my son through a fellow-
internee who was releassed in September 1946, telling me that he
was desperate and begging me urgently to appeal to our American
relativeas and friends for help. He does not complain of the
treatment but of the hopelessness of his situation and the result-
ant failings of his physical condlition.

My son has never played any kind of a political role or
game, Hla sole intersst is art and durlng the German occupation
he earned his living by running a very fine antique shop. There
may have been a misunderstanding as to his ldentity becsuse he
has a cousln of the same name who was politically asctive in
Wersaw in the past.

Kiev is in the Ukrasine, end Mr. Manullsky, Foreign Mini-
ster of that country, is now ln New York, attending the United
Natliona sessiona. I also know that Mr. Massaryk, the Czechoslovak
Forelgn Secretary, could be very helpful end a request from you
to these two gentlemen would carry a long way and save my son.

My son does not intend to stay in Poland and his only wish
is to coms West, He and his young wife, who has now walted seven
years to see him, will be only too thankful to live in some quiet
apot and recreate thelr violently diarupted existences.

I know Mow presumptuocus my appeal to your kindness and help
is, However, as you know sc well, & mother wennot give up until,
she has done all to save her child, and so I trust you will forgive
me.

Thanking you for any help you can give me, I am

Benedict Tyszkiewics, Very Bincerely,

born Auguat 2, 1804
interned at Kiev,USSR, (8igned) Rose Tysskiewios

POW Cemp 62/4



To Mre.
27, ,Washington Square,West,
New York, N.Y.

Franklin Roosevelt

Paris,Decesber l-st 1344,

Dear Mra.Roosevelt,

I received to-day s letter from J.Lawrence Houghteling,who enclosed a copy
of the letter he wrote to you (on November 19-th) giving you - as he says - a
“detalled background" of my son's case,

In order to avold & poesible misstatement;I should like to add a few words:

l-0 Mr.Bliss Leane did nothlng to cbtain my son's releasejms he did not eee
his way to do so,considered that his intervention would bring no resulte. I had
s message from hi=m to that effect.

2=0 The Embassy at Moscow tried to locate my son. Unfortunately we had at
that moment wery vague information to go upon. We thought my son was in one of
the Kiev priscns, The Soviet officlals snswered promptly that no such name was to
be found on the liste of the Klev prisons. Much later we learned that my son was
an internes in the cemp of war - prisoners,cutside Kiev ( 2 klm.distance).

L.Houghteling has been kindness itsalf,but dealings with the Soviet officials
ore always extre=ely difficult. In the present case only your perscnal great pres-
tige and the welght of your suthority could achieve a successful result. I am
quite sure Hr.Manuilsky - with Minieter Jan Masaryk's help = would take into
serious conslderation any intervention which came straight from you.

I a=m very sorry te trouble you s second time - knowlng how preclcus are your
acnents, but any misstatement could be fatal and I hope you will forgive me.

Believe me dear Mre. Roosevelt

vary sincerely yours

?m: :??.M/ﬁr .r.:i.g\
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