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April 27, 1939,

W W-
Dear Dr,ﬂ Alexander:

1 have had some inquirica from ths home-
steaders in Arthurdale, who are rather
troublel by the fact that the farm, the
dairy, and poultry farm have all been
leised to privaete individunls, and that
1t weans you are abandoning cooperatives
down there, They are afrald that the
next thiogs to go will be the atlore,

the inn and the furnlture shop. -

I would 1like to know your fezling on

these questions. It seems to me that
the cooperative plan haen't really be
given a sufficlently good trial,

Aleo, I would like to know what your
reasons arée for the clauae 1n the contraet
allowing the lndustries moving into the
different Romesteads, 1f they are succeso-
ful, to take over the plant in two years,
There s=ams Lo be a great deal of anxlely
over that in Arthurdale for fear 1t will
mean that the industries will brinoin
their own people and throw out the
Arthurdale people, ;

¥Yary alnnerely yours,




. Copy sent to Reymond Kemny, Grafton, W. Va.

May 8, 1939

My dear Dr. Alsxander: } e

Mrs, Roosevelt nsks ma to thank
you very wuch for your letter sbout the
cooporative progrem at Arthurdele. 3She is
glad to heve this information.

Vety sincerely yours,

Bearetary to
Mrs, Roosevelt

'( Dr. W. W. Alexandsr v
Fam Security Adminietration 1 "
Washington, D.C. DD .
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Mrs. Franklin D. Foosevelt, ~ A ]
The White House. e
l/__l o [ &1

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt: 2

_'Ihinﬂllnplrt.oywrhttar of ppril 27.

Our changes in the cooperative agricultural program at Artlur-
dale sre not with any idea of eliminating cooperatives, tut with
the expsctation that, as a result, we may be able to save these
cooparative enterprises permapently for the community.

The general farm, dairy, and poultry cooperatives heve been oper-
ated by the Board for three years, Dwring that perloed of iime,
the gemeral farm has lost $20,967, the poultry $21,191, and the
dairy tl::um- {The dairy has not been operated for the full
perlod.

Thase losses have been due to several ressons. The major two,
however, have been the wage scale and the inability to secure
the maximum productive labor from homesteaders employed.

1., The wage scale has been fixed at from $30 to §30 a
month for constant labor, with more people employed than would
normally be used in an agricultural enterprise of corresponding
glze, In addition, casual labor was pald proportlonatsly the
game rate. .

2. Most of the employees on these enterprises treated them
as work for which they should get the maximum monetary return
and give the minimum amount of productive service.

We discussed this situation time and again with the Board and

“  they recognized that it was one wiich should not exist, bul they
were unwilling to imsist upon a productive output by, or to re-
duse the number or scale of pay being mede to, thelr neighbors.

As & result of these conversations, the Board and our people
worked out a plan whereby the cooperative would lease these en-
mprlui,!orlmlp-riodnfmmtnin-nmthu,maw-
tain homepteaders who had shown the greatest aptitude in these
particular enterprises. As a result of this, they hope to dis-
cover whether it is possible to make these enterprises productive;




if so, to continue them from year to year on the same basis until
a different philosophy as to thelr operation has developed. In no
event, is it the intention of the cooperative to dispose of these
holdings.

I will write you separately regarding the last paragraph in your
letter, as I am quite certain there is no provision in the contract
whereby the plant and equipment can pass from the ownership of the
homestead cooperative, but due to there being several of these con-
tracts, with some variation, I would like to have them checked
carefully before writing you. "

Sincerely yours,

il o O cidin




Jamary 11, 1840

My dear Dr. Alsxander: -

~ MHeesd I am interssted in the oliest boy in
the,DeColyer family at Arthurdals. Ho has worked
for the Mourtaipser Craftemen Asscoiation during
his sohool lifs and his work there, his grades
in sahool, and the ocommants of his teachers would
indiosts he might be intersated in soms kicd of
olsrical work. Hs cannot have a steady job with
the Mountainssr Craftsmsn Associstion end I em
wondering i there would pot be something im your
department which he could be trained to do and
parhaps be used in the fleld,

The Dedolyers have such & big family
that I fesl to give the ocldsst boy o chanoe to
got oo bis own fest and gat scms training would
be & tressndous help. I have placed several
other obhildren from thers ipn various capacitiss
in Washington and they all seem to make good,

If you think there ie any chanos, I will pay his
transportation ard give him snouzh money to live
on until he gets his first pay cheak., If you oan
place him, I will write to him, putting him on
his mettls to do his best, whioh I do not thinok
be aver did in sohool.

Yary liﬂnkl@r yours,

Dr. W. W, Aloxander
Faa

ey S




- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
! FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
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Mise Malvina Thompson, !
Secretary to Mrs. Franklin D. Hodsevelt,
The White House.

Dear Miss Thompson:

I am returning the enclosures which Mrs. Rocsevelt
forwarded to Dr, Alexander with her letter of May
28, from Hew York City. Ir. Alexander neglected to
leave them at the White House during his conference
with Mrs. Roosevelt on June 3.

Sincerely yours,

orrmm@} Fa

Fonclosures







% Arthurdale, W, Ta.
: Mareh 4, 1940

Mr. Olsan R. Work
l.rih-'l:{- Commuzity
Arthurdale, W. Va.

Dear Mr. Wark:

With the present low incoms of §70,00 per month. We find it will be &
serious problem to get the negessary work dons on our plots to grow the
things we need and what is expected of us by everyons. Unless we can

get some help in getting our land in shape for spring planting.

¥ie feal that soms of the work that i3 now being dons ocould be discontinued
temporarily and halp given the Homesteaders in getting part of his land
Plowed and dise which would be of & great benefit to them.

As you know, there are en this Eﬂjlﬂ-. two farmall tractors and one oaber-
pillar traster plow that could used for the work, although thers should
be another trastor plew and dise, which would not cest so much,

Furthermore, we call to your attemtion, the liming of the ground, which
should be done as the scil is in very mich need of lims, if we ars to

you kmeow, there is & lime plant located just 10 miles from the project
paved road and it eould be purchased reasonably low and the cost would
out considerably by hauling it to the project from the lims plant in
ths Covermmot trucks.

of the homesteaders with Mrs. Roosevelt, when the houssteaders
were looking to the future, Mrs. Roossvelt said that we would get hilp
in putting out our crops and the trastors would be left hers. .

Therefore, we the undersigned Committes of the Homssteadsrs Club respactfully
requast that you glve this matter your eareful attention and that this
asedad work ba started as scoa as the weather permits.

Sinaerely yours,

HOWKSTRADERS BLUR
EXSCUTIVE OOuMMITTES

-




Arthurdale, W. Va.
December 12, 1938

Mr. John A. Boggs
Arthurdale, W. Va. =

Dear Mr. Boggs:

In answer to your inquiries. First: "Does the land on the homestead farms
need lime"/? :
As you recall most of the land on the first fifty homestead farms was limed
in 1933 and 1934. Exscellent results wers received from it. Very little of
the land on the other one hundred and fifteen homssteades has had any lime.

Soil tests show the lims required to correct the acidity varicus from 2 to
5 tons of finely ground lime or one to 3 tons of burned lime.

As it has been four years since the first fifty homesteads had any lime,
ths land neesds additional applicationa.

In order to put the land on the homestead farms in the best conditien for
growing a varlety of crops we reconmend an application of two to five tons
of finely ground limestone of one to three tons of burned lims par acre,
depending on the soil acidity test.

Second: "Do you consider fences essential on the homestead farms"?

If the homesteader is keeping a cow, we balieve fencing a portion of the land

is economical and essential. We recommend the use of steel posts and woven

or barb wire for fencing one to two acres. This type of fence can be moved

easily and this will enable the cow owners to rotate his pasture fields if

he desires. ;
¥ ~

We will be glad to discuss t.h"_\mtt-ru in more detall with you.

Very truly yours,

@. R. Fharr
Senior Farm Managemsnt
- Speocialist and Cooperative
TRP/4t Adviser




- o= g

My dear Dr. Alexander:

I understand that there are two emend-
ments proposed for the Farm !mﬂ? Admidbstration
sppropristion, and 1t is thought if these go through
they will be very detrimental to the tepant parchase
program. The first smendwment {8 that the tepant be
required to make s fiftesn percent down paymant, and
the sscond emendment i that the farms purchased be
not above the avermge in the county.

Will you hin know how you fesal about
these and what you think the chamces ark of their

going through?
Very simcercly yours,
"‘:)
Thagan to il1ss Hickok dnted June 1, 1940
l_ Dr. W, W Alexander J e
TR Y 1 oD
- '\ -




June 6, 190

My dear Miss Gahagan: .

I have taken up the points in your
wire with the President and DIr. Alszander and

hope something can be dons.

Liiss Helen Galhiagen
714l Gennldae Road'
Cutpost Lstates

Los Anpeles, Cnlif,

Very alnceraly yours, )
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; Shawnee, Okla, June 1, 1940
MISS HICKOK:

I am in Oklshoma. About the tenant purchase p;ogram, I have Judt.
talked with the Farm Security Administration people here and there ;
are two amendments to the appropristion which will ruin the program
in this State and generally. First, the requirement that the tenant
make & 16 per cent down payment will eliminate ald tenants who really
need help ani'leava program primarlly’ for the benefit of those who do
not really need 1t. BSecond, the requirement that the farmes purchaesed
be not above the average in the county, willl make it necessary to get
farme that are too emall and where the soll 1s too poor to make a
living. Farme purchased so far here have been above the average in
both elze and value and such purchases are reuemmendeﬂ Ey committees
of local farmers. There is &tlll chance to get these amendments
stricken out when the upnfuranca report onwthe agricultural approprla-
tion bill comes up in the Senate. Could you get a group together and
gee what can be done. Everyone le happy about the fifty mlilllon
dollar appropriatlon but there 1s no good having bille with Jékar:
in them. It would be wonderful 1f you could do something about $hease

'nmundmentn.
Helen Gahagan. - //li.. /i ’“;"hﬂ&r
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WAR PRODUCTION BOARD - ,};;\‘E
WASHINGTON, D. C. &

March 27, 1942

= ¥rs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

. et
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: ana T8 el

In your letter of March 1, you referred to the exparience
of one of the pecple from the White House who had sought employment
g in the Temporary War Building at 801 chenin Place, Hortheast, and
: had a disappointing experience. I am having that matter looked
into. ;

You further inquired about the situation at the Bureau
of Printing and Engraving. When the cafeteria was opened to Negro
workers, most of the whites boycotted the place, althouzh the Negro
workers and some of the whites still use it. The incident has been
the cccagion for many rumors. I was called late one night scme
weeks ago and informed by a very serirus minded friend of mine
that there had heen a riot in connection with the cafeteria, and
that authorities here had suppressed thd report and kept it out of |
the newspapers. I checked very carefully and could find no scintilla
of evidence that any riot had occurred.

I suspect that scme of the things reported to you were
of the same type. I know Dr. Johnson very woll. He is a man of
fine spirit and high motives, end I could not conceive of him doing

: the kind of thing that had been reported to rou.

i While there has been considerable feeling, and consequently
some unwise talk on both sides, I do not think the situation is now .
acute, The present patronage of the cafeteria may not justify keeping
it open. It would seem that the best thing to do is to let the .
: situation work itself out with a minimum of public notice, It is
St difficult to keep an issue.of this sort alive over a long period
of time.

. I have been keeping in touch with the situation at the
cafeteria, and will continue to do so. If there is any change
in the situation, I will let you kmow.

- Sincerely yours, B
L
|11 P (N
. Will W. Alexander
Consultant on Minority Groups




| * Jq/l/(? . OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
w WAR MANPOWER COMMISSION

Chdas August 2, 1942 5
: PAUL V. MaNUTT : G,
FEDERAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATOR
Alge 2 11149
L
>

Yrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Tha White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelis

Referring to your letter and to our
tglephone conversation, & good deal ia belng
done about the general southern situation.

It might be helpful for me to tell
you in some detail of these things; 1 will be
- here this week until Friday. I will be out of
. town Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, and back in
. the affice on Tuesday morming for several days.

"I am

Sincerely,

stV Al
11 W. Alexander, Chiefl
Minority Oroups Service

=117




October 12, 1942

|
|Dr. Alexander: L
This is & new one!

F.R. : £
I~
) m.' Black tells
| that in Bridgeport Conn.
\ Negroes jo to war plants
with a slip: "Give this
1o m a jnbi }:_R'T‘l




September 9, 1942

Dear Dr. Alexander:

—1/‘ Mrs, Hoosevelt asks me to send you this note
from Hinj_;_ry_&p_gg_lnd to say that she weuld
appreciate your checking on the "Llseanor" cluba,

*_v;ﬁ- ahn-r-l;r yours,

Secretary to
lrs. hoosevelt

Dr. W. W, Alexander

Consultant on Winority Croups

for Production Board

Washington, D.C. : V_(
" /

anonymous note to Miss Mason said a maid- har:l/h&r meals and
spent Sundays at the "Ellenor Club" 7th and U Sts. H.W.

Dr. Alexander's reply, 9-30 says investigation shows no such
address :

ﬂn.....{ Ira)L e L v

™
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' WAR MANPOWER COMMISSION -~
WASHINGTON, D C.
Chuirman September 30, 192
«,  PAULYV. MNUTT
FEDERAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATOR
, Y vad
o ¥ o |
d"

Miss Malvina C, Thompson >
The White Housa i
Washington, D. G,

. ~ Dear Miss Thompson; ¢

Some weeks ago one of tha Women
who apparently attends Mrs. Rooseveltts
Press conferences sent in an anomymous
note from a person who claimed that her -
gervant was a member of an "Eleanor Clubn— "}-p
here in Washington, located at 7th md B '
Streets, Northwest. You sent the
comunication here for an investigation,

We have investigated the matter
and there is no such address as the one
given in the communication, which is
returned herewith,

Sincerely yours i

SN A O

Mrnority Groups Service

Ernclosure




b \{/rﬁ,
February 6, 1945 - [/

[ear Ir. Alaxander:

Mrs, Bethuna ssked me to have a meeting
in the interests of Bethune-Cookman College, at
the White Housme,

1 suggested that she make it & more |
interesting mesting,by trying to have both white
and colored people; and telling the whole story -
of the ocolored group in this country froa the
Jealth, education, rural and urban pcints of
view, and show in that way the need for the
type of education that is offered at Bethune
College. _

Mre. Bethune is particularly anmious
to this meeting and I wonder if you
could coms on March 5d in the aftermcon. Also will

;
g
e
a
B
Ex
g
:

Very sincerely yours, ; 0

Dr.W. W. Alexander

Fedaral Sec Apgricy
Wa 'D.C!

Consultant on Minority Groups
War Production Board

'




February 6, 109453

L

e

Dear Ir. Alsxander:

Mrs. Bethune asked me to have a mesting
in the interssts of Bethune-Cookman College, at
the White House,

1 suggestsd that she make it & more
interes ting meeting,by trying to have both white
- and colored people, and talling the whole story
of the colored group in this ccuntry froa the
lealth, education, rural and urban points of
view, and show in that wmay ths need for the
type of education that is offered at Bethune
College.

Mre, Bethune is particularly anglous
that you come to this meeting and I wonder if you
oould coms on March 5d in the aftarmoon. Also will
you let me know if there are any other people
whom you would like to invite?

Very sincerely yours,

f)

Dr.W. W, Alexander
Fedaral Sec Appricy
Wa 3 D.C.

Consultant on Minority Groups
War Preduction Board




February 1, 1844

m ﬂ'- ‘.md‘rl

I have just bean talking to the President, and
I have written to Jonathan Daniels, bscause I find
that Mra. Bethune is now through at NTA and is no longer
recelving any salary.

The National Negre Woman's Counell has woted her a
residents in their house for 1life - the house fer which
Mr. Field gave them ¥10,000, - but she ha® no source
of inooms,

I have been wondering if you could get Mr. Fiald
glve har $2400 to cover a secretary's salary for
yoar and enough travel moosy mo thst she eould go
any meatings that we all decided sha would be

1ping in attending,

I have told Mr. Daniels that I think she ought
got, as quickly as possible, something which would
both recognition by the gowernment and a salary
to 28200 a year, which I think shs had before.
this will happsn, Heaven only knows, so that if you
of anyorm who is willing or could give her a little
for her living expenses, I think it would be a help.

gs” %

E!’

fﬁ.
g

58

The meeting in Detroit the other day which'Mrs,
had arranged went off without a hitoh and I think
wary good fesling behind it. There ware snormous
in ths streets. Edgar Brown, the Respubliean

has been talegraphing the Fresidemt that
tain things which I naver said, Nevartheless,
fact that he wus disturbed by the size of
oting and the fact that Mayor Jeffers received

ause, and a good many white pecple attended also,

1ly wvery satisfactory. v

Sinesrely yours,
Te, W. W. Alexander

13
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