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“aveuber 19, 1925 1| \ /

" BERLE
y dear Ir. Beokod—

T thinks t'is woman is
mich overwrought, but you sug-
zested ta:t you aight be .ible
to help har. MLl you see what
¢ub. be done? I thinxz o part tiae
.54y job sould nelgs.

Vory sincarely sours,

BERLS

}g- A. A. Boedew—
e Mayor's Offi
City Hall >

New York
339 W 43

/%l-ﬂ_mwme (ot
complains of very unsatisfactory livigg conditions in |

tenement (she went to.see Mrs., Roosevelt in New York)

\
e




Decamber E6, 1929

My dear Mr. Berle:

Thank you so much for your lstter
about the job which Mr. Reeve wanted. I um
glud to kuow Low you feel about it and shall
toll Mr. Heeve what you say,

Yory sincerely yours,

Hon. Adolf A, !H-arla, JT.
Assistant Secrefary of State




Toll SECRMETAR Y OF ATATE

W R o B,

BOCR N P AL COR LA TN 1T "'.I 1 4 |"'ll a1 : }‘ .
{

DEPARTMENT OF SPATE | .“H' {
WASHIN Tah l~f' ‘ ﬁ
i
a% ] kt‘ {
\ [ Ddcember l"J 1909t 41, it
\ #‘l " J: IFI e
My dear Miss Thompson: 3 4" t |
I delayed answering your letter of December lut ' ik ; kjy

b .
enclosing the letter sent by Mr, Reeve to Mr., Messersmith, i

& copy of which he sent to Mra. Rnnnévalt, until I could / £
go into the matter at some length. i 1

There are two guestlons behind thias. ‘

One 18 that Mr, Reeve would like a Job with the Btate
Department; and he has been backed for that by Mr. Van Kirk,
of the National Peace Conference. That questlon 1s settled
for us: the present Department budget makes no provision
for any such aétivitr.

The fannnd question is whether a position cught to be
created. Briefly, Mr, Reeve suggests that there ought to
be an officer of this Dupnrtqunt whose businese it is to
underteke work in the educatlonal publieity field, working
through pamphlets, radic, peace nni other similar organiza-
tions, and the like, Somewhat eimilar work is being done

by the Department of Commerce and the Department of Agri-

culture,
The
Miegs Malvina C. Thompson,
8ecretary to Mre. Roocsevelt,
The White House,
e —
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The real queeticn raleed 1s whether the State
Department should go into the field of domestic propa-
ganda as other forelgn offices do -- the propaganda
teing, of course, in support of the policies of the .
government, I have often wished that the Department had
such machinery; and I have almost equally often thanked
the Lord that 1t had not. At best, such work could be a
high degree of education in international affeirs, At
worst, it could be the most dangerous form of propagande
there 18,

I have, however, undertaken to review the whole
problem of eeeing whether we could not make avesilsble to
existing organizations and teaching institutions more
accurate statements of fact and of point of view. Obvi-
ouely, At neede someone with more qualifications than
Reeve to do 1t, As I see 1t, the time should come when
there 18 a senior officer of the Dega.rtment -~ prefersbly
an Asslstant Secretary of State -- whose businese it ig to
do that and nothing else: that is, to write the story,
make the speeches, esee the varlious organizations, keep
them informed, and so on, The man who did that would have
to be of suffiolent rank and public stature so that he
could deal with public relations not as a permanent career
propagandiet, but ae a responsible political spokesman.

- This
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This at least 1s the tentatlve answer,

It 1s a little interesting to note that other people
besldes Reeve have had the idea. For instance, the
Editor of the Farm Credit Administration, Mr. Ridgely C.
Dorsey, has been talking to me about a somewhat similar

plan.

Very truly yours,




' January 30, 1940

Dear Ur. Berle:

Thank yeu very much for sendlig ae
a copy of the report on the investigeticn mude
by the Eabasey in Peris on conditlons saong the
Spanlsh refigoes in Pronce. T resd It and
your letter with mnch {ntersst. 1

Very slncerely yours,

The Honorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr.
Assistant Secretary of State




June 19, 1940
2

W
Meacrandum f lf&kﬂl__

These are the papers 1 spoke
to you about. =

L]

Max pscoli,Graduate Faculty of Political and Socisl Seience
~ 66 nest 12th St. sends papers on two Italian citizens, Amelia
and Maria Rosselli, &snd four children
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June 28, 1940 U U
/

Daar Hrfl Barle: I¢. ] (P

I am enclosing this list of people
who are at present in grave danger. You
wlll see th&t 1t 1s compiled and submitted
%y a responsibla committes.

I hope, if it 1s safe and poseible
to do so, 1t can ®e put into the hands of our
people in Europe with the raquest that they
do averything they can to proteoct thesd
refugees. I 4o not know what Congress will
e willing to Ao, wut they might ®e allowed
to ocome here and sent to a oamp while we ars
walting for lecislation. They are all fine
people and their friends here ars very much
worried about them,

Very sincersly yours,

See -“\fi"fl Pﬁ"‘“‘j\f




Department of State
June 26, 1940

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Your memorandum of June 25, enclosing & list of people
who are in grave danger, includes a number of names already on lists
upon which we have been working.

I need hardly tell you that the difficulties are
extreme. There is now almost no communication with the occupied
parts of Europe. I have been ascing the groups with which I was
in touch to advise these people to get to Africe, or, if possible,
to Portugal (this last is extremely difficult) in the hope that we
might, in time,be able to take some of them off from African
ports. Only time will tell what has actually occurred.

If they are clear of the German lines, we have
at least a sporting chance to & something to permit their entry.

i few escaped to England, and some of them will
undoubtedly come here - as for instance the widows of Nello und
Carlo Rosselli. But on the whole I think this is the most heart-
breaking job I ever touched.

Faithfully yours

Adolph Berle, Jr.
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July 13, 190 V’

=

Dear Mp, Berle: v

I am enclosing a letter which T have
Just received rni%u Charlotte Kreus, who
is greatly distre ut her parents.

Would it be possible to send a cable,
as she suggests? I will pay for it.

-

Very sineerely yours,

Hon. Adolf A, Berle, Jr.

- AT —



THE SICRETARY OF STATE
WARHINETIN, B S

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 2
WASHINGTON JUL 1o 54y

In reply refer to [
hA-B lﬂ'

: July 15, 1940
Dear kra. fLoosevelt:

1 hasten to acknowledre the receipt of your
letter of July 13, 1940 enclosing a communication
which you heve received from Miss Charlotte lraus
in regard to her desire to obtain news of her father
and mother, from whom she last heard in Vienna. I
am sendlng a peraonal telegram to our representative
in Berlin asking him to try to obtain information
concerning them. As scon as & reply has been re-
celved I shall communicate with you.

Sincerely yours,

T
Adolf A. Berle, Jr.
Asslastent Secretery

lrs. Eleancr Roosevelt,

The White House.




Septeaber 25, 1940

My dear Mr. Berle:

~ I ap sending you a copy of a
letter from Mr. Max Ascoli to Nr. Louls
Welss, about a young writer o Rossi.

e ———
——

Can snything be done quiekly
$n this case, as the man seems to be in
great danger, The consul in Zurich is holding
him on the teshnicality that he might be a
charge on the Governament.

Very sincerely yours,

Y

Hon. Adolf A. Eerle, Jr,
pssistant Secretrry of State

Letter returned to Ny, Telss
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to

LR, RS0V October 2, 1940

My dear Mre. Hoosevelt:

I have recelved your letter of September 23, 1940
enclosing a copy of a communication from Mr. Max Ascoli
to Mr. Louls Welse concerning the visa case of Mr. Mario
Roesl.

I find that in a recent telegram to the Department
our consgular offlcer at Zurleh, Switzerland states that
Mr. Roesl had been given an appolintment for Sentember 21,
1940 with a view to the formal examination of his appli-
catlon for viea. An earlier telegram from the consular
offlcer indlcated that Mr. Rossl's assurances of support,
concerning which there aﬁparuntly wae some question at
one time, had been found satisfactory but that information
wee belng awalted from Italy with regard to certaln
agpecte of hle case which 1t is inferred has now been

recelived.
I shall

Mrs. Roosevelt,

The White House.
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I shall not fall to adviee you in the event of the
recelpt of a further report from the consular officer
concerning Mr. Roesi's appllecation.

Sincerely youre,

LS Py,
Lead . e
. =
Adolf A. Berle, Jr.
Asglstant Becretary
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to October 26, 1940
VD 811,111 Roeel, Mario R,

P g

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Referring to my letter of Uotober 2, 1940, g
communlcation hae now been recelved by maill from the
American consular officer at Zurich, stating that an
immigration viea was isaued to Mr. Mario Bossi on
September 21, 1940, the date mentioned in my previous
letter ags having been fixed by the consular orricar for
the formal examlnation of Mr. Rosei's visa apﬂlicatiou.

Bincerely Yours,

W
Adolf.A, Berle, ;:\'
Asslstant Seeretary

Mrs. Roosevelt,
The White House.
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March 5, 1941

Dear Er. Berle:

The snclosed letters on the caze of

now in a refugee cmp in m@%
have been given to me. I wonder if anything can be
done am it seomd an unusual proocedure.

Very sincerely yours,

/ e

Asst, Secretary of State

Hattie Ross, Bard College, innandale, N,Y. writes tec Joe Lash

about Hannak - in camp specially reserved for refugees about to leave
the country - has American Visitor's visa, French exit visa has been
granted but he cannot actually get it, without a German traveling
document- He is refugee from ferman authorities and cannct get

such a domment - only thing to do probably is to ask Americen Amb,

to point this out to the French -Worked in Trade Union Federation in
Viemna - this having teen organized by tie Quakers. ’




weave ' Copy Sent to Joe Lash 3/17

GFFICIAL

THE SECAETARY OF STATE
AR TN, B G

Al e

In reply refer to
VD

ﬂlhlﬁ y b
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON .

Lareh 14, 1941

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I refer to your letter of March fifth concerning
the case of Jacques Hannak. It appears from one of
the communicatlons whlnh you enclosed that Mr. Hannak
has reneiv;d an American viea but 13‘axperienc1ng
diffluﬁlty in obtaining an exlt permit from the French
authoritiea. I note that this matter has been taken up
by the French Embassy with the French authorities at
Vichy.

Cur Consul General at Mareeille has been f&qusatad
to make inquiries and to submlt a telegrephic report
in the matter. I shall write to you again upon recelipt

f the report.
Bincerely yours,
QM 3ty
\ Adolf A, Berle, Jr.

Assletent Secretary

Mra. Roosevelt,

' The White House.

if
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May 30, 1942

Dear MNr. Attorney Oeneral:

1 know I am golng to be deluged
with latters as to why at this particular
time, when Mr. Browder has just been
released, you are taking the attitude that
you have stated tqu;ﬂ.!r. Bridgea.

I should like from you some
form of anewer which I can make to these
letters, because I do not want to say any-
thing which ie not the truth.

It seems to me just at this
moment, with thes sltuation as 1t is in
Rusela, that 1t will not be very well
understood, 2nd it is confusing beocause
I am nov under the ilmpression that your
decision makes the communisat party in
this country, 1llegal. Up to this time,
as I have understood it, it was legal to
beleng to that party if they dld not
advocate the overthrov of the government
by force, but simply preached comamfinist
principles. Exnctly why is there a
difference between an American oltizen
and an allien belonging to the communlat
party if he has been hers sometime and is
known to Bave belonged to that party?

Of course, if Nr. Bridges had come in
under false pretenses, I can understand
he should be deported at once.
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¥With the attitude tovard Mr. _
Browder and this attitude toward Mr. Bridges,
somehow, does not seem to me very consistent.

I should 1like to be able to
anawer the letters which are coming to me
truthfully, and shall be grateful to you
for advice as to what I shall eay.

Very cordimlly yours,



- (DfFice of the Attorney Gereral
Wasirington,B.C. | 7
June 8, 1942 [ 70
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
In answer to your letter of May 30, asking about the
Bridges case, I am briefly outlining the basis of the decision.
The law (as amended in 1940) provided for the deporta- M
tion of an alien who, when entering the United States, or at any
time thereafter had been a member of or affilia;ed with an
organization advocating the overthrow by force or violence of
the Government of the United States. Two questions of fact were
presented: First, whether the Communist Party of the U. 8. A.
was such an organization. Judge Sears, who had been apvointed as
Inspector to try £h£ case, found that it was. Bridges presented
no evlidence to the contrary. So my finding, undisputed on the
record, and amply supported by voluminous testimony, was necessa-
rily to the same affeét. Second, whether Bridges was a member of
or affiliated with this party. Judge Sears found that he was;
the Board of Immigration Appeals overruled Judge Sears on the
ground that the evidence did not support this finding, and when
it came to me, after a careful study of the testimony, I sustalned i
Vi I

Sears, and ordered the deportation.

Deportation proceedings are, of course, applicable only

to aliens, not to American citizens.




Browder's term was commuted by the President because his

P sentence — four years — was far in excess of the usual sentence
in passport fraud cazses; and this long sentence reflected, presuma-
bly, condemnation of his being a Communist, rather than punishment
for the crime of which he had been convicted. Thls does not seem
to me inconsistent with the deportation of Bridges, unless the
test of the handling of such cases should be the theoretical affect
on our relation with kussia. pDecause Hussia and the United States
are fighting side by side against the Axls powers should not affect
our domestiec policy with resvect to Comminist propagandists in this
country. &ﬁny persons have feared that our military cooperation
with Hussia mizht change our view towards Comnunist activities in
this country, and the possible damaging result of such aeti*itias
on the American form of government. ILf, therefore, policy guestions
have any place in the declision of the Bridges case, his order for

r deportation should set at rest such doubts. The declsion makes it
clgar that because we are alding the lLussians in their gallant
fight against our joint enemies, it does not follow that we are
permitting any Communists a.free hand in this country. 8Since
Germany declared war on hussla the practical effect of these activi-
ties changed suddenly; thls does not mean, however, that in the

future, and with equal suddenness, a change will not oceur which

would have serious consegquences.




3.

But, as I have said, my duty was to decide whether
Bridres was identified with the Comaunist purty, and whether
this narty was of the forbidden revolutionary type. The
evidence seemed to me conclusive on both these guestions.
Policy making was not in my province; that is for the Congress.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of my decision.
Sincerely yours,

s

WM

Attorney General

Mrs. Roosevelt

The White House.

P. S. You might be interested in the enclosed editorial

from the Philadelphia Kecord.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 16, 1942 .

MEMORANDUM FOR E.R.

I have checked twelve stutements
in two pages which are questionable as to
thelr correctness -- and that is a pretty

high average.

F.L.R.

3 e
.

2 : . e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMO FOR THE PRESIDENT: ;

I chould like to know in
L what respects this is 90% wrong.
How can I answer the gentleman?

' E.R.
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THE WHITE HOUSE S
|
" WASHINGTOM
June 12, 1942. ,
; MEMORANDUM FOR '
: b i 2 E-Ha i
3 1
About 90% of this is just
plain untrue.
F.D.R. 5
¥
> i f’-"_
- .
" SRS AT '
. T : ii' :
P T QR T MR e R LA




|
I |
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

JUNE 9, 1942
MEMO FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Please read and 1f you

think worth paseing on to the Attorney
General you may do so.

E.R.




Effects of Biddle Decision

The declsion hae caused American worklng men to
—— e et e B Ry,

lose feith in the Administration, confused the public mind

£
= L 2.
3

and has dlverted attentlon from the main issue - winniﬁg the
e —

War. This has resulted, desplte the fact that Bridges

immedlately, upon notification of the declslon, issued a
puolic statement in which he declared that his case was 4
secondary to winnlng the war, and despite a telegram to
Donald M. Nelson, assuring him that he (Bridges) would exert
all energy to repairing the damage already caused.

Five hundred delegates to a CIO "Votes for Victory"
conference in Frésno, California, the weekend of the decision
only Bave conelderation to formulatling a constructive leglslative
and politlcal program and endoreing three Demccratlc cﬂndidatea
for high offlce, after the greatest persuaslon by Eridkea and
etate CIO officials, .

One thoueand S8an Francleco longshoremen immediately dyf

o e e P
—

threatened to quit the dockse in protest and only remalned on _S‘
—— —— . g8 v

the Job after intervention of union offlciale and Brldgee. ‘

e i, A P,
Numeroue newspapers ani the national CIC have

Beralded the fact the Blddle decision was pralsed by the Berlin
radio and by the reactlonary press in the United Béntea.

The national CIO Executive Board, meeting in Washington
laet week, marshalled all resources and financee behind Bridges,
called for the formation of Bridges Committees thrnuéhaut the

country, public meetinge and radlo programs.

\
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Army and Navy authorities in San Francleco now refuse 4
to diauuaa.the shlploading operatione with Bridges and his union.
The decision-has strengthened the hand of cartain
elements in the maritime unions, who ooposed the Bridgﬂé program,

including the establishment of the Maritime ¥ndustry Board,

and heold the union comees firet and the war second, 7
—— g e A A Py,
The decislon has destroyed warking unity in San 5;~

Francleco between the CIO and the AFL, with the result that the
AFL Central Labor Counclil refuses further joint meetings and
the entire program ﬁf Labor's Unity for Victory Committee is
seriously threatened.
The decislon means Eﬁ&ﬂgﬂgfingFffﬂfﬁﬁhaaigrpf war f;;
bonde and stampe, and contrlbutions to Allled War Rellef a;
this money will go to finance the Bridges case. -~
The declelon threatens the President's ﬂaven-puint ‘/(.1
e e e b Al M g i W il . s g
program 1n that opponents of the program among working men and
women are using the ruling to contend that Bridges misled the

workere In advocating acceptance of 1t.

T

The decleion Erevﬂnta Bridges from continuing his /’(

meetings with unions, employers, farmers, advoecating unity.
The decision has caused an undermining of morale in /a.
L _...H—P'-#“
Australia as evidenced by the atatement of Acting Attorney-teneral

Beasley of Australia found necessary to lesue.




1. The record of the Bridges case shows that Bridgee has been
exonerated four timee and found quilty twilce in nlne yeares

of investigation.

2. FPacific Coast dock and marine unlons have bitterly fought
Fasciem and Naziem eince 1935 and during the Soviet
Ruessia-German pact.

3. Bridges'was qulck to reallze the necesslty for greater war
productionj 1s largely responsible for the establishment
of the Pacific Coast Maritime Industry Board, and 1s an
eble and conecientious worker in behalf of the United States,
the Administration, and the war.

4, The protracted court fight on the deportation of Bridgfa
can not fall to divert attention, money and effort from
the war and to the Bridues case g8 evidenced already DYy
the action of the National CIO Executive Board msrehalling
all forces and apparatus behind Brldges.

This situatlon can be corrected by the Attorney-General
ordering & rehearing. In this connection, Sridges' attorneys
declare they have irrufutablé and new evidence destroying the

credibility of Harry Lundeberg, one of two major witnesses

on whom the AttorneyGeneral relles.




Frielosed "Brieg Report on the Activities of the Temporary Coureil
of Food for Eurcpe's Childeen” Signed by Howard E. Kershner.
I .

February 9, 1944.

Dear lr. Berle:
The President, whon I asked
sbout this, says that 1f a statement
could be made to the effect that the
whole policy on this im in the hands
of the combined military authorities,
he thinks it might clarify the think- -
ing of a great many people.

Very sincerely yours,

»

Mr, Adolf A Berle, Jr.
Assistant Secretary of State ;
Washington, D. C. vDs
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