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.. lira. nouenelt aaka • to a1"' 7011 thia 

I 

l 11ra. IIA"7 .I!Oteod 8eth-

11Ational Youth ;.~niatretion. 
;;Uhin4lton • D. C. 

Secretary to 
Ut-a. ROOH'IItlt 

/. 

llrs . Laweon not recor:urended by lea<tl ng Negro people - the:y urge the •. ahe not 

ba appointed . Her only enclorsementa frOft lira. Roosevelt and G.C.lf1lldnson. 

!.!..a. Rooeevelt says "lllve tho intere~ te<! one this letter• 
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Bethune-Cook~an College 

W"t~;1' M(.I.&OO •nlol\llol.. • 11-&II OIJ'ff 

._,,K.to L • .. ,~ tt:UlCTAM" ... 111tc.a.a!J• Ut 

A~ 'J)o>OIII<I t T . CO.• • IJllfiCIOWNUfT f iiiLfi.II,IJ!bi 

Dayrona Beach, Florida 

Mrs , Eleanor Roosevelt 
The Vlhi te House 
naahlngton, o. c. 

~ deer ~ra. Roosevel t: 

January 27 , 1942 

I am today in Florida In conference with repreeentati vee 

of the State TuberculoUs Board. '!lo find that there Is otill 

a hitch 1n the a ... pl1cat1on ot the Board tor tunds with which to 

conetruct a 200 bed unit in the State Sanatorium for !!egroes. 

The complication eeems to bo between the Public Worlcs AdminiS -

tration and the Public Health Service, · 

Or. C. L. l'lill iams o~ the Federal Security Administration. 

has approved the unit aa a Defense Project and recommends a 

50- 50 basis by the Public '.'lorl:s Adminis t ra tion . Col. Gilmore, 

ot the Public Works Administration, has repeatedly promised to 

request certification or the project from the Public Health 

Service , The Public Health Service agreed to tesue the necessary 

certification upon the requoe t of Col, Gilmore. Col. Cilmoro 

recently wrote you , stating th~t projects such as this addition 

at the State Tubsrculoois Sanat orium are not the intention of 

consresa. · 

The members of the Tuborculosia Board and I are very much 

concerned over thlo project. There ia already a gr~at lack or 

beds for Negroes In the Florida Sanatorium. The waiting llst tor 

the availabl e bedo has been extended . In addition, the State 

Defense Council haa deeignated the State Tt~berculosta SanatoriUQ \. 

as a base hospital and plane are already under way to evacuate 

approx imately 150 patients. Th ia 1v1ll certainly consos t fac1li-

tlea for Negroes , which are now in deplorable enough stata l · 

Now, Urs . Roosevelt , will you please ask Col . Gilmore to 

. send In the request for the certification or this proJect? or. 

Parron 18 waiting for the requsst !rom Col. Gilmore , which he 

promisee will be forth comins everytime or. Perron requests it 

of him. These poor people are In euch dire need of facilities 

for tho ealvat1on of their llves ,tha t I feel very tree in making 

thU additional appeal to you . Do make one more deeperate effor t 

to get thle project t hroush. ~e know you w1~1 do all you can -

we can always depend upon you. 

nith beet wiahee , 

Wil- t 

' 
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FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTR ATION 
21<lS C STRE&T NORTHW~T 

WASHI NOTQN, 0 . C . 

l~rs . l::leartor Roosevelt 
Tho l.h1 to Hous o 

..,. 

/ '\ 

We a.ro <!edioatine e. bt.~a.utiful littl'e library for 
Bethur:e-Cookma.n Colle~e on $u.n.do.y after noon , !o"'~brua r y 28 , 
and ho ldin,c our Trustee meetinc on l.ondo.J morninc , :J\roh 1. 
1 o.m juat W->Ode rint i ~' tt HOU}d be !J06Sibl.O for j'OU to tak e 
e. w&ek•cnd o f rest a.t Daytona Beac~. in ot'(')a r the.t you mAy 
attend tho Tl·ustce meetinG Y:here wa hope to wo r·k on !1l n.ns 
fo r tho permt\nancy of Bot huno- Coo\c:n.tln Collece . You1· prcconce 
o.nd intctrest mo&.J\ more t1u~.n can bo expressed in wore!::.. :.·Fe 
a,·o 111 very deep v."tl.ters now !'inancial l y o.nd I an ho!>inr, 
through our continuous efforts tho.t some roo.l reliof mn.y 

,. c.ome . I hopp you ware a~ lo to cnke a re(!u&at or :!:- . Oo.ruch 
o.nd l.!r . l•'icl d in our behnl f . 

I a ll\ o•'lc lo s inr o. tr.emorandu:n the..t hno j ust baen 
ht1.nded to me wlth A. hope tho.t JOU mny be ahlo to he lp to 
speed up t h lncs fol' t h is ;tounc Mftn . lie WIHS :1ou r oscort 
upon th& occasion ot one ol' your visits to llO'riQrd \Jn1vcns 1ty . 
H& is o. g :-CLnrl f ellow o.nrl ic most anxious for his fl npolntmrmt . 
A y de l ay in his examination may fo rfeit his A~poi;'ltment . 

• 

Sj ncBrol y yours, 

lnr:t )7'7 :tu-d ;:J.aL.-__. . : 
Mnrlt t' eod Sethunf', lHrector 
!liv1 bn ot llo~;ro Atre.1 r& 

I ' I 

' 

, . 
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fbe Honorable 
Stephe l&rl;y 
SMnWor)t to the Pnddent 
'f'he White l!ou1a 
w&ahillrton, o. c, 

11.r dan Ur, iarly t 

/,' / 

I 

! 

• 

It bal ooaa to our attention th&t Congr~aa.An 
Witohall of the Firat Con&r.aeion&l Dl itrlot or Illlnoia 
baa wired Chioaso that he will not be a oandidate for 
rMlaotion, I - wr1t1n& thh not. to J'OU to aak 1f you 
'IIOUld be graoioua anou&)> to brint to the <.ttantion of our 
Praaldeot tbe .ar;y attiolant and ceaeral l;y balO?ad candi­
date tor that poet, Earl B, Dl okaraon, 

~r. Diokerecn baa done au outatanJ1r.g j op for 
the Adaini atration. Be hal tho oontldenoe or hh people 
and we 'IIOuld be mo1t haP?:Y if any word o~n b~ ?• seed on 
to lla;yor ll>lly of Chioaco, ncOJJEenc i .; hinl tor oonlidera­
tlon, , 

I a&k• thi1 conoral ·~[eltion 1n behalf of ~ 
people, I will approoiato any l ntara1t you a&;y .anifaat 
par1oeall;y 1n thla. 

' ' 

Vary d noaral ;y ::tour a, 

\
. /;,.A ./.J . 

H&r;y ~oLeo~ Bethune J 
PH& I CPT ·. 
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Dear lira. Beth._, 

I aa terribly 801'1')', but all • 
t !.e tor th• Dat tn -tluo 1• tal<• ucl 
I OIUIDOt poaaibly £0 to Jla¥toDa. I haft 
wltt.. to llr. ll&ruob ucl t o llr. Pi•lcl, I clo 
110t tDoor wllat th• 1r ....._r• will be. 

I will 8H 10b&t I ou clo about tt. 
Jo""C - wbo b trylac t or • ..._1u1oo. 

/Jr a. Mo.ry !.1 . Bothune , Director 
Offi ce of ller,r o Affaire, liYA 
't7aah l:l>gton, o. c. llCT/hy 

./. _._ ' '-· ( 

• 

(/ 

' 

·-· ' I 
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YVv.J. ilothww : 

I ~m terribly sorry but ·•ll nr-; t i me for til~ •. e>.t 
fer. mm1tns is t . .ken ond I crm not poss i b l y go to 

Daytont·. . I h .ve .. ritte n..,.tt:r . B,truch tJl•i t o fur .. Fiu.ld '-·. 
I do no t knoiV whuti t h eir answers olill h., . ' 

! will sec 
onan .1ho is trj ing for 

V.o r Sht>ll Fi eld : 

\'Ill:::. t .1. Cr.t!l do . bout 
" corumis'>ion(),_ 

~- . ) 

' I think you s em; a r epr e sentative to t he o•oe<:til1g 
•hich o:rs . !Jury BethW1e had1when I hud t .:> bu "'''"•Y1-;;..Jl;. "'1<">' of/... 
he r BethW1tt-Cookm~a coll.;ge . The:1 " l'" i n fin.u\ci, 1 '-'4 ' 
difficulties und I ~m not urging you to ~;ivc t hem 
apyt .. ing, but I know of youY inte l est ' i n col or"d peopl;;- , 

·. 

Sn\,; ;askei mt:: to dr .. w h .. r plea to your ~~ t l~ht ion . I only 
want y.ou t o j o ;,nr,t you think :ise for ! lm.:>" t h" " '-'llY 
deou~nrl s t.nd I r ealize only t oo .. ell t h;ot on~ c .. n no t ' J 

r.ive to evur ;;t h ing th .. t i s •·:ortny, 

!? . r . 
' 

I 

' ' ~ ' 

I 

' . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE; 

WAIHING'r'ON 

ll!iliOJWiDUll FOR IIISS THOJ.U'SON: 

I attAch a report froo Colonel 
Taylor regardinB the eaee of the young 
Negro Reserve officer, set forth 1n the 
•omorandua rec.Otl7 rece1Tod fro~ you. 

E.~.w. 

•I 

'' 

.. 



Pebr\l&ry 10, 1942. 

'fl!!MiDUW POR'e:!I!fut!!!:~( 

llr•. Rooaevel~ aoka t hat 
the att&obed Mllllrandllal tr-om Colonel. 
Tqlor to General :·:ataon, lie aant to 
,you t or ,your information. 

• 

l.li.l.VINt. C. 'l'!IO!.!P'.;Otl 

Socret.ary t.o 
!!ro. Roo:swolt.. 

\-· 

VDS 

Re: Benjamin H. Hunter, Jr . 
now ser~ing as Inst ructor ot 
Cadets at Dunbar 111!11 School . 
(See aemorandum to ~neral ;:atson) 
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TWO F I F 'TY PAR K AVEN UE 

N EW YORK 

F ebr uru::l 12, 1942 . 

Denl" Hr s . Roosevelt : 

I have lately tnl_lted to !:,J."3 . :JethU!Ic . 

I thin!< her collece is o. l!loat i nteroutin.:; one , but "l.r.st 

yam· I put up a fair~ lnr.::c swn to hel p her b.ol.o.nc:B her 

budget, and I ho.ve not felt li!ie ;mtting up nnythin.:; trore 

\Ultil she shol1cd real s ignH of got tin:: other 1110nies , nhich 

I an ni"rnid i n tJ•eoe t imes it is :·oin: to he vnr · •llfficult 

for hor t o do. I a-n in corn: unic:s.ti..on t"'it:~ her t.J\ (• '.':ill 

f'ollo\7 the si t uP.tion . 

Mr o . Frnnl<lin D. Roouevel t , 
The ','fbi t e Hou:1e, 
Wa.shinaton, D. C. 

• 

Yours sincerely, . 

r 

t. 



lire, Rooeuvdt h takl.q II;,>, with 
the Publlo Worke Aa.1Dletratloa, the matter 
ot tho 200 bo4 UDlt a t th\. Stat~So.aato~.!_ls. 
ror ~ llll4 wlll a4~o }lou or tlii outoc.o 

Ol'bor 1Dqulry. 

...... Mary ... lloth-

8ooretary to 
lire, Rooenolt 

latloaal Touth Ada1Dletrat1oa 
Waeb1D£toa, D, o. 

'• 

/()u 

' I 

, 
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THE W!iiT£ HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

Febru.ry 11. 1V4Z 

)[r,. P.ooae·ye lt haa r.oei v~ a 
letter rtco ~r . ~~rahall 9ield.w1th r•t•rd 
to the Doth~e~o~ Coll•t• and hat ••ked 
1110 t.o und you. a copy for- YOUf' intorn. t 1on. 

" 

I 

' 

I • 

I' 
I ' 
~ 

(' 

,. 

t' ,.,.,,. 

' • j 
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Two t'itty Pe.r}.- . Avenue 

' !lew Yorlc 

' -......., 
Dear Mro . Ro~velt: 

, 

' I ha"{o ·lately talked to lira . Dothune . 
I think her cohot;" 1a e. noat intereaUnr. one , 
but• laat year I put up a. fairly la.rr;o aua to 
help her balance h"r b~dr,et, and I havo not 
felt like putting up anyth1nr. more until aho 
ahowed real air;na of r;ettinr; other monies, 
whioh 1 ""' afraid in th~so times it 1a ~oinr; 
to be very difficult for her to do. I ...,. in 
co~unication with her and will follow the 
•ituation . 

~ Your a sincerely, 

• 

"' '.. 
/•/ Marshall Field 

lira. f'ra.nlclin D. Roosevelt , 
The White House, 
Wuhinr;ton, D. c. 

COPIED AS VII!ITTI::!!Jhy 

I 

" 

.. 



M.o•• McUoo •"""'"'._• ••n1oe:~n 

Bethune-Cookman College 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

February 21, 1942 
. Uil)oiA L . ... lfC.H:U .t.. • « AIT.foiU'•Tti:U•Ioi•UI 
An-.. TlotO. ,U T. eoot•• paow·• ·t:"" •••••v•c• 

MiSe MalvinA c . Thompson, 
Secretary to Mrs . Roosevelt, 
The White House, 
washington. D_. C. 

MY dear Yiea Thompson, 

You ware so lovely to send me a 
note regarding Mrs. Roosevelt's errorts in 
the matter or the 200 bed unit at the State 
sanatorium tor Negroes at Orlando, Florida. 
I thank you tor th i s iotormetion. 

I am dictating you this note trom 
my bedside - my doctor has ordered me to bed 
tor at least ten days ot complete rest. I 
earnestly hope that within that time, I will 
be i .n tit condition physically to do the big 
tasks ahe~d ot me . 

> 

We are having tbe dedication or 
our new Harrison Rhodes Memorial Library on 
Sunday afternoon, March 1st at three o 'olook. 
Since it is impossible tor Mrs. Roosevelt to 
be present on this occasion, l__wan~u-~ve 
Mrs. Roosevelt write a nice lettTr, over her 
signature to be read t hat day. She saw our 
little Library and abe knows what this new one 
will mean to us. We bsve just reoeivfld a lovely 
letter tram Dr. McLeaob ot tbe Library or Congress 
which will be read also. 

I know just bow busy you are these 
,daya, W!as Thompson, and I hope tbat I am not 
asking too much ot you - you are always so gracious 
in complying with requests. 

With best wishes, 

• 



• 

•• 

·-

on \lie dedioati on of tile Harrison Rhodea 
'( _ 

---~--
Wi tb IV Cood wi_., I a 

SiDoerel,y 1Wl'8 • 

• 
,. 

lo!rs . /Jary McLeod Bethune 
Bethune-Cookman Collece 
Daytona Bench, Flori da 

\ 

I (Jc; 

.. .. 

'\ 0 
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Bethune-Cookman College 
Oayrona Bucb, Florida 

Mo.• • M~UOO • ._, M!olkll. "flUt OUIT ••·•.-o•o. L.. No'IC:H il"'-- .. u ;"'-«AJI'·tflUII>illll• 
A n• T.,Oto.._. T CO.•. '-":OOW .. IUO"T !l!Uiol .• t:;ll 

February 19, 1942 

Jr!rs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
The \\bite Houae, 
WashiJ18ton, D.C. 

l(y dear lira. RoooeveU, 

Thanka t or your recent letter . 

I ""' aend1J1i t hi s r.ote to intorm you t hat I AD not 
well. I have been hare about ten days and lr.OSL or t he t l..mo 
has been spent in bed. 14' doctor ordered me to bed t or about 
ten days or COIIlJ)leh reat and r elaxation. 1 am feeling better 
already, I hope that within a fi!W da,ys I will be m,yselt again. 

I am so happy to know that you have written l.!r. Baruch 
and llr, Field. I pray oarnectl y that they may do so01ething to 
hel p our 110rk. The load ia eo very heavy and I muat get. some 
financial asoiatanco to meet our daily needa. ~ faith hae never 
failed me and it will not tall oe now. You we.re gracioua enough 
to eend uo aoce help !rom your tund last year - I hope thit can be 
done again thia year. Our neod tor 1'Undo io urgent and immediate. 

I "" ao aorry that you cannot ~OO<e down t or the Trustee 
l.loet1J1i. PJ.eaae aend your proxy. 

A gro\lj) or /legro citbeno of !law York City are patt iJ1i 
forth an ertort to secure a Cobin in the upper Berkal,Uret to be 
uaad for Negro children in cue bo=b1 ng 1a atartad in that aec<.ion. 
They have in mind a lovely Cobin with apacioua growldt located near 
the Herald Tribuna camp, 1 have viaited the place and I think it 
is beautiful and ideal !or ouch a ~ita tor children. 

• They era deairoua of hav1J1i the gqvern.:nent Lake it over 
and make whatever changea noceaaary so thst it could be aet-up for 
the purpose they have in mind. Tney have written =• that they plan 
t o contact you concerning it and ' to solicit your cooperation in C~&kil1& 
this poaeible, PJ.eaae give this Matter your favorable conoideration. 

You .know how grateful I ""' alway a !or ell you do. ~ 
t houghta are ot you and rq prayers ere for you. You are a great 
aymbol in thie world for the epirit of good. PJ.eaae don't over-tax 
youraal!. l!han )'ou are through organ1t.1ng Daren.ae prosr...,., retire 
hat ito laadarohip and continue to do the world.-wida a•n•ral thiJ1il 



. , . 

-

t 

• 

J .. / 
. 'I' 

• 

' 

/12 - l!ra . Roosevelt 
Februnry 19, 1942 
• . . 

you havo beon doing that have 'been such a blouing t o till of us . J. ( l, 1 ( 

PJ.eaoe, Ura . Roosevelt , I would like to make o.nother re- u/' . ' I I I 
quest o! you . Ploaae send u s a lett er or a telegro.m to be r ead 1 ( . ( I , I 
at t ho dedication o! the Harr i son Rhodes l!e.r.oria.l Librarr on t!arch ,, 

1
' U 

!irot. \:o have j ust received a l etter !rom l.lr. l.:cLeioh or t ho 
Library or Conueos, which will be r ead on this occasion. VIe t; ' 
will be honored to have a co;w.Wlication !r011 you . " 

\.Hh best wiehes, I am 

Sincerely, gratefully 

~ ~~ r -- ~ ~ 
l!ary L!cLeoll Be thuno. 

. \ 



-

llarab u. 111&2 

llltar .lire.. 81 Ulune 1 

I u Wi llina; to be llonora. ry l'hllit'l!llln 
ot tho co-.J. t. tee to raiee tunda tor ,your 
eohool. but not Cbair.an, 

Eftry COod Whh for SUC:eeea, 

-

ll.rs . llar y LlcLeod Bothun~ 
Bethune CookmAn Colle co 
Daytona UeRch , Plorid& 

I 

'"'/ 
'1' 

0 

' ' 
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Bethune·G:;ookman College 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

-.toUII' ,_CLI¢'1> •ni"IUN .. l'fi ... I QU.T 

March 10, 1942 8UIT"A 1., '•ll 'tC .. lU .. JUitH.O.IIT•TII ~·\.iJIIla 
AnY. ) "Oou .• T, C<N•• Uo OOw on,.,. T'lllU.\IJII._ 

) 

.. 
.. 

Mrs . Eleanor Roosevelt, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. c . 
My dear Mrs . Roosevelt, 

. I am sendi ng t his note to inform you 
that at the annual meetingtof our Trustee Board 
l ast week, we launched a campaign for endowm.ent 
for $1 ,137,000 t o insure tbe pertoanency of t h is 
Institution. This i s a bol d plunge at a t ime 
like this, but we are goi ng to put for th every 
possib l e effort to r a ise thi s amount. lie are 
pl anni ng to take three years in which t o do 1t -
culmi nat i ng t be Drive at our 40th Ann iversa ry in 
1945. 

We are now gett ing together the litert~ture 
which we will use in c onnect ion with tbis effort - 1 lJ 
our slogan is "A Drive t o Vict ory - "Fear Not I ~C 
am with Thee". In drafting t he collllllittea and t he ~J<p ( ~ 
litera ture, I am wonder i ng if you wil l serve as our \1· ' 
Chairman? ~·1e will not call upon you for any extra (~ ~~ 
work - we will ~do that from t his end . We want to t I 
conduct this drive in a quiet manner - small group ; ,,1··· · 
meetings , contacts, etc. I k'now you wil l be l p , a s 
you have always done • 

Ple ase send me a no te , stat ing that you will 
consider t he above request. I know I mo.y depend 
upon you . 

With every good wish , 

Sincerely your~, 

~~""'-'-i. ·~ ~ -~ 
Mary Mc~od Bethune.. '~ 



A"~ ~ ~ f!8 .. a, ..• 

~~s . El eanor Roosovol t, 
The '.lhiee House , 
.. eshi:J8~o n, D. C. 

J,:y dear Wl"s . Hoosovol t, 

l~rch 19, 1942 

\ ~ 
\ , 

' 

I do want to thank you for your 1ettor of 
l.iar ch l Jth end for your willingness to ,;erve a s Honorory 
Chair:aan or tho co=1Lteo for the eodOI;uent cu.n;>a isn . 
·./e are so happy over this . 

Dr . u.s . ~vogo of t he Board ot Educa tion 
or the Lethodist Church, Dr . Frank H. ·.:est, \lho is tho 
General Dire c t .:>r or our Or 1 ve, and I wc.uld 11:<e very 
lAUch to have a conference with you io the near future 
to discuss variouo iteus 1o connect i on with tho campaign . 
Any time convon1ent to you atter t!arcb 26th . Please 
info~ me i f such a conference can be al•t·vnged . 

'.'11th bose wishes , 

Sinootoly yours, _;? 
~ '"rY\~ . ~~·+t ., 

"l;8r:t bl~od Bethu!lo . • 

/ 



FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION 
liU C 5TA £ET NOATHWUT 

W,t.SHINGTOH. 0 . C . 

~re. Lleanor Rooaovol t 
The ~.bite l!ou•o 
~•shincton , u. C. 

~y dear ~ra. Roo1ovoltt 

I April 1, 1942 

I do Y.&.nt to have a brie!" eonroronco l:":i th :tou as 

soon ao posaiblo. Y/111 you be lcinrl e:.ou;;'l to recoivo oo 

and two mon, l>r. U. s. Dave.so and Mr . ~""re.:lk •,·~eat of tho 

Board or Bduoution or tho l!othodist Chu rch ror a'•OUt twonty 

minutoa?, It you will noti f:r l!lO I will than notify tho t~'O 

m~n to coMo . They ere now In lla ohvill:i•rnouoo. Any data 

you can do thie, ploaae let M know. 

It yo\1 w-111 o. X. tho atte.chod ata t onent or e. a1m1lar 

one, ploa.ae r:w.r!c it "O .K." a-nd return it to no . 

Sincerely yours, 

~AAA )n~. /&&L~~ 
•;_;;-;,1-eod GothW'Ie, Director 
Division of llogro Afl'airs 

< -+ 



Followin~ t>ru th6 I.e• Lil>onials r;hich are 
already sat up for t.lh• trout cover t:c. t.evtn~ 
boon said by thu parU Je concerned: 

Here 1& &OIAoBhlng unlqu• , lnlrl,;ul.og, ln­
eetlm&bly valu•ble . I woula Lha t ali ~y 
fri• n<ls, inoeod 1.U uwo , .we• ot' H •s I ~o . 

~ re: . l:.lesnor hoote .. •~tl t. 

r-
Very tow if ony en t erprittiC in tlorldo heve 
&o tl'fiht vt.du. J'or l..tJu p~c;,~le of t..h l ,. r~ ce . 
Ho ,:r»••th hu boen r a•our '<ablu . 'lbr~ubh Lll 
it.s ~ttork l"UOb lht.. hot.rt- t!", rob o.~f' ~~ c:r-ur:;.t 
WOae.ta • 

~~~~a~r~ ~ol:~no , 
Governor of ;1o~t~3 

. ' 

I 

) 

• 
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Be[hune- Cookman College 
Daytona Beach, Florid}-

~ ./1 
vi 
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,/ • ri" 

.At t ' 
c r' 1 , , ) April 3, 1942 

. ''\ . . , . 
Urs. Hleannr Rooaevelt 
Hyde l'llrl<, 11 .... York 

l!y dear lira. Rooaevoltr 

ll'o &ro r;ottlnt ready ror our campalt;n ror l'llndo ror 
our endolment and a p1eoe or literature ia walttn;; on tho preta 
tor yo\.lr atatoNnt . The folloWing stateJt~en.t wae aent to you 
on fednesday tor your approvala 

"Uere 1a aomething Utlique, 1ntr,lgu1ne; , 
1noatlnabl y valUAble . I would that 
all my trienda , i ndeed all ~en , knftw 
of1taa l do11 • 

Eleanor Roosevolt 

Ir you will endorse th1a statement or subDit a tt~1lar one , 
ploaao lot mo know. Simply Wlro "Yoa" to 1812 Ninth Stroot, 
Northwat, WaehSnttoo, at cy expense • . 

J hat• to proat you ~ut I &a bein~ l queo&ed to death 
to i:•t the atat-.:aont froa you. 

Siooerely you.ra, 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

April 7, 1942 

I ou 
~ R>R Ill!. CRill: 

-

IIR. 'IOLL.l>"Y : 
liftS. Hi-loll: 
l.!lSS "n!UifP:>Otl v' 

D.O. 
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WASHING TON DC APR 7 1222P 

MRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 

THE WHITE HOUSE WASHDC 

IMPORTANT THAT I SEE YOU BEFORE YOU LEAVE 

WILL YOU SEE ME 

MARY MCLEOD BETHUNE. 

/( ~ . ~ ---

I I 

I 
'7t . (t; .. '/. 

D.-' !Ill ' • " -
-~,~-----



April 7 1 ltt2 

Conllnd.n,., tel.e~ -nru\1oa
1 

~~roo. llooMftlt •• \he 8\ete..n\ 7"" quote 

1a TOUr le\ter ot April I 11 all l'il)lt.. 

fery etnoerel7 yours , 

••. lllry llol.lod llthWII 
1811 I .!A ... S\rN\ II.W. 
I'IIIUq\al, D.O. 

' 

;oo 

0 
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April lo, 11M2 

Dear lira. S.t.b~~~~ea 

I aa afraid t.ba plall whiab you lett with ... 
would ••t. w1 th obj.,ct1on in certain q~~artare frcla 
le&roe•, beoaliH t.hia 1• ••areaat.ion and 'lbet theT 
want. 1e an opportun.i t.T t.o work in the n••lT eetablilbed 
plante With ot.ber people. 

It it. -re propoeed ai~~pl)' t.o Met. ai t..-Uona 
ill tbe Sout.b and u a W.ponr)' way ot ••t.l.a& tbat. 
ait.uUon, w1t.b an e,. to latar ahltt.in& ot tbl 
pere-1, I t.b1nlt 1 t. 1a a r;ood idea, but tba people 
lb o aN ocnoe~d in 1 t. wi ll haft t.o a•t a oartaiD 
MOIIDt. ot local ba*in& and t.ban co• up and d1aouae 
1 t. •1 t.b Ill'. Jonea ot tha R. F. c. !bat. 1e tha onl)' 
wa)' in whl.ab 1 t can be aocoapllabed. 

Yar)' ainoar.l)' )'OVa, 

Mrs. tlary t!r.Leod flethune 
NYA • 

·-
\ 

} 

/ 

! 

/() f) 
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Bethune : 
) 

KrR. Roosevelt can hnve t he meeting wh ich you 

><1Bh here at the White Kou~" 14Ay Hth, At 4 p .m. Wil l 

you be good enoulfh t o let me know uho in t o Attencl? 

Bethu ne : 

I am arr,aid tha wh i ch you left with me 

would mee t with objectio in certain quar t ers ft•om t iUI 

li egroea becauHe thia ial!l~O<!lr!H tion and what they Wllnt 

ia ~tn opportunity to wo rk ly est~tb l1Phed plonta 

with other people . If sed si~ply to meet 

a1tUAt1ons i n the Routh and is porary wAy or mePting 

that Rituat1on , wlth on eye to r shi ftinR the perRonnrl , 

I th ink i t i S R good idea , but th peopl e who n r P concerned 

I 
i n 1t ~< 111 ho.ve to K8t o certAin .nmoun t of loca l backi ng 

11nd t he n comr up ~<n<1 diecuea 1t 
1
wi th Hr·. J ones of t hP K. F' . C. 

That i s t he only way in ''hich it cl' n be accomplished . 

e. r . 

' 

• 

• 
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TIT!£ 

A plM to utilize in defense ~nduc t~P the no\: unus~d Availabl e 

!.e : ro mnnpowor, t her elty inereasin~ tho pr oduc tion o t' wn.r ml\tL- rinl a nd o.t the 

snr:u~ t i tr.e furnishins; Her;r o c r e.f"tsmtJ n o.nd t-ttohnicians em?loyrnvnt . 

DlT•rvDUC:riOll • 
The fede1·al eovcrnrn6nt ho.s used i t s r eGourcos throu·~h tl'tc dopart-

rr.ent of' oduco.tio n t o establish cmci mnin ta1n voco.tionu.l tre.inin-:-o schools i'or 

Hecroos . 

T"ne sc schools , espt:cio.lly in the South, hc.vc t rainccl hu.nd r t:dD of 

herrot:c in rnecha.nical pursuits s\?ch os wel dinr;, blaok smiti\ i u i;, iron vrork~ rs , 

e l ect rical vrir ing a nd bo(lt buila ine; . 'l'his tr&.inin~ a nd thE:~ OX!hm$e incurr e<:l 

i n g ivi ng' it has zone for nau~~'ht foJ• t ho rec:u;on t het·._ i s nu t;!ltl~lo:/llll.nt. 

avo.i labh i n the South for t ho se J.ee r otJs . 

In order t o faci l i t att! t hu t overi'Utlt:nt i n usiug th it) tl.\'«i lal..dc .:1t'.n 
\ 

J•OY.'er in tho p :rodue t ion of del'encu n.o.t erial o.nt.l a t t h<J so.mt: t i JT.\. stilful~te 

t ho vocationa l traininp: of iicg rooo i t\.- tt,o South at1d t h o :"~lacint.:: o1' t hom in 

Cttinf\J} C!npl oymt!nt , v.'B submit 1'or your cor.sidor a t ion t hQ f'Ol lOYJine ple.n : 

T!:l. I1..Ail 

·we 9ropos() to e r ec t <tlith J:'Unt.lts: rr.ndo n.vailo.l.llc by tlr"' nFC or any 

other a.vai l abld government l endint: a r;ent a. Cbmplctu sho!) ouito.blc to build 

... 

•• for tho eov enu:ndnt small wator c raft unit s, ouch tlS toJ·podo boats, speed 

boats , lo.nd in.g ba.reeo, tuc boats , etc . 

Yfe pro poao t l.llt v.hen t h ia plant is oompl uto to l'mplO\' nll a:vuilnbl e 

t re.inud ller~ro moohanice e..nc.l--exa£temiJn to build t h11: Wlit s o.bove rt~ferr(Jd to . 
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Th.io plo.nt .. ul be a cull boat and onipbuildint; plant d~dlcatcd to tM 

a.ploymcnt of tho no\1 W'hl&ploy•d but tt"t.lnfJd l.egro . 

:'fe propoec ful·thor to obtuin contracts rron tlto va rioua brunches 

o f thu a nnod s~rvico upon compet1tlvo bids, coat plus or nur,ot1o.tcd contracts 

juot o.s nny o t her oomp6t1t1vo buildor , nnd to 9ledt" tht. revcnutJo sbovv cost 

of rroduction to tho rutirornunt of tho loan obtaintJd S'or plunt construction . 

This plartt will havu o. mahar.:encnt !)t..r sonnel corr~pan.bl• in expe r ience 

o.nd educAtion to any in thc.l Onited States, its persor.n.,l ia o.a rol}0\.1 : 

(1) tcmarJ J . ::Ohrlnor 
Su!>e >lntendont or Ddta ShiF Ysrds - 1;,.., lirleo.no 
1-'o~""C~Ur for-.:.rw.n l'orfolk i.1a~· Yan:l 
Thirty yt.are oxpcr1~r.c' a~ s~~, builder 

(2) Walt•r Currie 
!.:E Olucow Unlv.rsl ty 
't\\·enty-fivo years e~pe rienec as a t~hip builder 

(;) Or. Artdrow Trlcho 
HiD Unlv,rolty ol· Httsbur~ 
Uiroctor o1' Voco. tionnl l:.ducation f o r s tc.to of t.ouiuia.nn 
Forme,r tioutenMt Co1fV:Iltllld er United Sta to6 lla>vy 

(l,) l:O.x Yarbou~h 
~!}. Oeort;ia Toch 

(5) A. b . Leo 
EE Loula!IUl& Stoto IJnivcrsity 
D1atriot Coordinatot for defense t r#ininc 

(6) Loula La Fleur 
EE - Twenty- five years exper-ience as a Jt.O. J·tnc~ olectrlcif.n 

(7) B. S. Ldlet 
t.aet•r mechanic from GfJncral ~tors with fo\lrtccn ::~.;are 

*xporionco. 

• o(u) Stanley Groao 
Director, or Daten ko'~~e defense school 
Fourteen yoaro expvri tnoe as a ship buil der 

FACILITihS 

i"he floor plan or the prcpoaod buildln:; with l ta U tOO>ll,ly Hno 

containinr; tho required toola and oquipa>o;nt can bo fu>"lllah<xl If the pla.n ln 



• 

- ; -

t t>W orlnion of th080 in Guthori ty 1a &CCeptdblo . 

CO~T 

The cost will be but:.\\een \'750, 000 Qnd ~·l , OOO,OUO~ "Jt.ich cost 

inoludt.~& the overall of bui ld lnt,;a and tools . 

£n~a,:ing in production t;-.,·c.nty-four hours o. d ay for o. tort:; t.ou1· 

S4otle..mi, Louisiana, adj acent to or in the vicini ty of ~ut.ht>rn 

Unive reity, Louiaiana'a l arscGt colored Unlvoreie;. 

I'RODW'riOII 

Production will bo dopenclunt upon t ho site of the WlitB &\'JG.rdod i n 

cont ract , but we have ovt.ry ree.aon to believe , bnsed upon the t rai'ntn,. a.nd 

oxpo rlcnce of its nMI!lE;t!'ecnt and the tldll o1' it s Er.Jployt:es, it will be con-

' 
plrabl~to any shop of ita slz~ ln tho Un1tod Stet••· 

RlCOl UDATIO;I~ AJID JJ-1 :.OVAL 

This pla.n ha.a bt.en aub:aittod to those in the det~r'b:::.t.nt or 

education charged with the rotpondbl lity Of Uo, ro vocat.ional trainin:; Ar.d 

1t moote ~ith the1r unqualified approval , 

It has likt.~wia& beon submitted t o those in \!o.ai'l in[;ton cha.r~od witl-. 

Nucro rolo,tionchi ps , tlogro llYA, and 1t hu tho ir approv.U . 

~O~•CW~IOii 

I t 1s. 1n OU,r ,opinion tho.t thh 11 the onl y prncticnbl e pl on that 



- " -
ht.s b.,c:n o.tht.nced tn\t la the aol~tion to problec:i now confrontln"" tl.e 

--:ovcrn.·:u.: .. ~t. it.s cduc· t1oMl fAcillt.icc. t.nU tt:a: .. t.; ·ro-..s Uu .• ·Gt.rlvu , &Ut1 

ltOCJ>~ctfully eui.ltni ttt:ld 1 

...£ ... J '~" 
~n;ital lrnr. Ar.u Shir· tc~ll ... dur 
Co:;naJ.~ 

.. 

.. . 



FEDERAL SE:CURITY AGENCY 

NATIONAL YOU TH ADMJNJSTRATJON 
ii.U ¢: a"rRE£1' NW •. WAIHINO·TO N , D , C. 

~ra . rran&lin D. ~~sev•l~ 
the thi u f.ouu 
••aahin_s:ton, 1#, C. 

I am so ha!'PY to hue your ru.otlon t.o U.e 
plan r l eft •Ni t h you for atudy, a.n.d 1 apprtclat~ the 
whooc or th~;: a-urre.sti ~n !tou r;ado. 

I have conveyed tho tilt of ~nt you have 
nid to thto p~oplc \•hO Wt. TV l!or• Jn t)~O tntn~at. Of 
t.ho pbn . 

S1noeroly you ra, 

• 

' 

. , 
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I FEQf!RAL SECURITY AGENCY I 

NAT IONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION Y 
2145 C STREET NW., WASHI,..,GTQN, D. C. ~I 

. I~ 
f 1\;.ril 27 ,"191·2 ~ 

f.,rs . Fru.ttklin D. koosevel t 
The ·. :~'1i t .e !~ouse 
~·lnshineton, D. C. 

! :y dear Lr s . r<oo~Jevelt ; 

I have just r eached tt1y d t.3k aod i'vund a. c::s. ll from 
!Jr s . Cli.fi'ord Durr, ca l linc m.,v attent ion to sot.;t:. V(Jt;' i.!t.""\\r­
tunt pro bl e·ms r c1:u rdinc; o~r .... outhur n ..:on.t\ .. renco~ and Cl f ew 
vl t &.l titint:s thut Shtl l'e·els t he t \',o Ol' us ·Shouh:. t uko u p •:d t h 
you irnmodbtely . 

She CAlled U:-> co :my th~t shu \·:.as ~ 11 i n btr! toriu~· . 
und ·.-.,.onc!:ered i i" 1 t \'tould be poGsiUl ... fo1· ;•ou to roc~i vo us 
sow.o tiue ; ,•ednesday af tc:ntoon . ..e nrc. ha.vin • u conft. r euoe 
wi th Dr . hainey, ancl a lunoheon '•\ odnosd&)' noon . • .. t! a ro ho!)inr,.­
thnt he will aoce,>t tho Chairmanshi o or ou r :>outhern ·•cl f a r tJ 
Conr~rc,.cc . I wiSh you would !)U~ i~ a l itt le uor d t o spur i''lis 
acceptance o f it . because he i s: the r eal :mM to do t he job . 

We wonder i f you V.QU}d s~e us afte r tho l uncheon. 
Tht.~ l \U.lcheon is a t t he interio r r,epartmont . L. r s . Durr o.nd I 
O•J\lld run in fo r a fe,, mom&nts oi' discussion Hitia yo~. If you 
will advise mo when it \\1.11 be convt:nicnt for :.·o-1.1 , I wil l 
contact her. 

Sincerely yours, 

In >)1Z-£~ 
Ha~Lood Dothuno , Di r~otor 
DiJ~~ or he~ro .\ fi'a.irs 

~' 
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· Bc'thune- COOkman College 
Daytona Beach, Florido 

)il•llo\ )ft-l .lC!Co D~TIUJ>&. ru.i.ln.f 

ll•ln•• 1 .. )IJ'fflllo.LL, IJI'I't~'lffi·T'HI_,, 

f'' '"''"" lf. H•~~V'Iw. r,.,t,.,,.,,.hT-rn 

Urs . tlo~nor Roosevelt 
The Y.hito House 
'A&shl<>~;ten, D. C. 

tly denr ~ra . Rooaovolt• 
• 

1812 111nth ~treot , 11 . ~\'/ 
r:e.shinc;torl , o. c. 
!.lay 0 , U42 ~ 

;oo ·:/ 
~ . 

t/o are ao dooply c::oncorned ubout t"to t•10 a rproac'tin& 
r::.eetlnJ;S · \fe juet nust tot tho dght stort and YtO rual1z~ tt it 
goint, to tak:o roal orrort to 1·ot it . \":e con.ddor Hr . Sl\mot'f, 
l1r·. Lnaktlr e nd Ur. Bt ruch I'!IO::.t lnporlant peor>lts . A <\1 root w~rt1 
r r or'l you to thl'tll'l bororo t..,S .s moetjnr; as ~o tho 11"\portn.nof.l or t\or.on 
~ivln;; us tho rlt.~t start vtlll have the klnd or orroct thot nono 
or tho reat or ue can r.tvo . You T'\Ust , for r!IY sako t.hifl t1rno , 
ror~et thllt ia looks lik'l proaauro . The:.r Httnt to , i vo to tho 
thing th&.t thdy can bo ~e ri.,1 tel:,r su ru :fOIJ want ourrortod . I r ... 
you foal that you Cf.nnot oako a dire.ct approach to the throo or 
th eca, then loa.vo Ur. SAr norr to JJ r. 'frost and mo . 

I wl U reach Mow York SWl~oy nlr;ht a nd will bo there 
all day Uonday. Pleaee let :te know how 1 ~y roach ;.rou by 
pl>ono .men you &et ln . 1 ah&ll be steppl!lg at the Y, w. -<: . A ., 
179 ~eet 137th Street . Let ua concentrate on t~1t coottnr, • 

Always t,ratefully yours , 

L 
fn }nftin? ~ 
lltu;r ~od BothUM { 

.,.. 
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llaT 18, 1MB 

IIJ' 6Mr Mra. le\1:1\I.MI 

I • retura1JIC '111• ~ u \Ilea 1a M M4aaa si'fall Oil 1\ aDd - do 110\ llaft ~ •~• ill OW' t1loa wb1oh •- "' lla o<ll'ftn. 
W1U you plaaaa \all M.aa Oorro'baft tlla\ .., la\tar ad4B .. •4 to lln. lllloe-U a\ •• Wlli\a llolaoo wl.U .....,h har t.1111 \ba\ abo wi ll lla sla4 \o atwo 1\ oo .. 1dltraUo11. -war, 1\ lo lllpo•lblo t or boor to a&lt• "117 .-ro onpll"""$0 tor JW.,- 11 ibiS& 1• ..... , Mi aa Cari'Oih•r. 

wlabllcl to"..,rna about, 1 • atraic! '''"' will ra­ooiw " c!1aappo1lltlllfl rapJ.7 • 

/00 

C.orf"-f. J,c' ~ 
,..\ --

) 
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llo.y - Do uo hta vo any o.ddreate? 
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Bethune • Cookman College 

\ "•" "''·'~ oo~ .. ,~·~L.,~ 
Daytona Bench, Florida 

t\..-TJIA 1 .. .)ll"u'"'·· S•~H, • • , .r,. •• ,.,,. 
( ' \ "'T il l.\ ;\ 1, n-'o$•1,11\1", lf .,,f~""''"I•Tttfl.>wr,or 

I ()(~.-. 
'y:- ! 
'\) ./ 

Urs . ~ leanor ~oosevelt 
Tho .•hi t~ House 
'l~ns"lin::ton . D. C. 

J.i:t ~en r l.!rs. a:oo.scvo l t: 

18 12 flinth St: •·tet, l! . ~ •• 
Wa shinzton , D. C. 
!fay 16 , 194~ 

Our" oo,tinsa in Nt'w York and o.t t he •. hit e Jlou.'le v.•e c·e 
to ne e:~·an<i oxtt.l"'1rl o s or what our nucr.ess will be w1on \'10 he.ve 
th., r ith·t lo11darship and tho d(;ht setting . Your l e o.de r ship 
anr! tho &&ttin~ 'JOU have ci ven to· this p roject wi 11 bdnr. us 
!'r ionr!s ·;-:e would not' otharwioe g:et . 1 juet on~t to t"l~r.k you 
and ask you t o he pu ti.ent \'lith it And uto. u.ll the e re&.M vo i~oas 

YOU h~tVO in zettin!, c r oups here ... nrl the r e WbO Will !'8S!)OI1d , my 
&ood i."rhnd , 1 f you call . ~e h'\ve touched people in. these t wo 
meeting s tht'l. t I hnve not boon ab l o t o r&ach iu tha t!'\irty- t:d •,l)n 
years or m:t aeti vi ties . To t'tink or t ho se out s tan.·Hr.t men o.nd 
women ~ ivinc their time Cl'tlc\ously to t he CO.I,.ISO wo l'~!lrS$Ont tl 

Your J)re.sento.tion wss ~" f'und,,mento. l tuvl ft•r ruaehinc tho.t :;ou 
t ied their interest at the !Start . The apprec i "'tion of the people 
for your excellent service \'till c ive you i\all cooperation in ti'tis 
unC.orto.kin~. I wo.s !lto. rt l ed nt JO$se Jono~ tlf!d l~r . BenodU!:'I. Urs . 
ilo.rr intin l\nd Urs.' Uoo r s \.'i l l bo ~ lc.d to opon t hei r hor:tvs BO!I\6 day 
Ylhen we mny noad them . 'tou wlll htwo to bo t he cent ral fi!;u re ln 
this. l thought the J'ostJM~ter Grmernl wao so c raolous , TheJ all 
wero. 

Llr. Bonodum. CAVe V:l, OOO . Tho Por:tr:~aotor Ct!n@re. l wj 11 
send i n some l'l.One y Mel wi 11 ;:ot tone frl l)tl, s ttl rlo tho Sf.Ufle . Ur . 
Crornw~lt promised a ~('lrt r lt-utirr. by July 1 . ltr, Harber sn:rs he 
will cant ri bu. t o . I do n()t \mow J:r. ~ly' s p l t\n fQ r the 5th of 
June but it would be G. 6 rund t~hlf) if' it c:.uld bv: ···~.ll'k'ld out. ![e 
se.i.d aoooth1n& to me • "out it hu·t he did 1'\0t I"'J~U"\o t"le pl£\1'\•• 
The musical we hf\d ph.nned t\t the Ulino Arant\. ::'or l:..'ltat d tlte h'-S 
,been postponed ror the r~uuon tho.t "e would net !'\n.ve t ir:~~ to ·~ork 
it up . SoootinlO we mlly bo nh l ., to [Ot uno of t.hoso b('nut ! r•1l 

.go. r dens i n tho city whe ro wo r:oul d oho.rco o.n O. j)i)f't)C1ahl o adnl :ulon 
fee, a.n:i tho in'lit~tlon s coning fnm you W)Ul J tl:rt\\'!' to~o thftr tha 
noat '1nl'} uontial people in thtt c it;~ . Those u. r~:t li tt l o plo.na I L'll 

j ':'st t hinkin& throuch . 



' . 

Vid :tou soe Ur. S:~-rueh after t."'ae ,.,etln~; in .lf'w Yon: 7 
l!r. :est W!la to havo a contcMnce with Uoria Dut:e . 1 h"vo not 
ho:t rd f'rom. hia. Is Jlre . Lnvy J IJ Uua lto.senWR.l1 'e \au:,htort <1..,( .S 

I will try to r,et I n t ouch wit~ you n~:a ln •11 thin t.he 
next ten if.ays . 

A h•nya Crlltof'ully :tours. 

>n }nt:,_.L~ 
)/." ry ~•od !>nth uno 



\ 
lk1 81, llltl 

O.r Wl"'l. lethWlOI 

llro . Ro041o~ ult ba• &£lto4 aoo 
to • .,4 you tho •oloood olulok tor t l ,OOO 
wbloh lira. l.lary lloo4nl"<l T•ul:or haJ """' 
he r t o holp clotr&J tho ourtw~t •liP•••• U 
loth\lao-Coo~ Call"&" · 

Very nnoor~ly youro , 

8oorutAr"'J t o 
: tr t: . Poo• nvnl t 

~'1' 11. neth~&no, ( 
ftatl ona l Youth A~n1o ~rat1nn, 

Waoh~r.&ton, P. e. 

-l -- --------

• 

/00 

plt 

-· 
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OffiCt OP n.l! JUOCt. ADVOCATl CINitiV-1. 

"""II. DE.MR.1'MENT 

Mny ZZ, l94Z, 

Uy dear .Miss Thompson: 

I have your letter of J.Say 15 , 1942, ete.tlng that ~1rs . 
. Rooaovel t wants you to let me know that if e.ny colored people 
e.re being eonaidorec:l · for appointments, Ura. Ua.ry lJeLeod Bethune·, 
National Youth Administration, he.e pll'opa_rod a l ist of people 
whOm she thinks ahould bo considered. 1(. \ . 

\:.' 
In th.ia connection I should 11lce to state that since ~ \~ 

December 7, 1941, I have received aomethin& like 7000 applica- \' 
tiona for commi asiona fro~ lawyers all o~~r the country, inolud- ~ 
ing eovera.l col ored lawy'ere , o.t least one of whoa sutmittod with t ~ ~ 
hi~ application a reoommondation by Ura. Bethune. When new ' \ 
offioora a.re ca.lled for in my depe.rtment I have a board of' three .. ~ (. 
offioore whloh o·onaidora the qual ifications of tho oe.:ndidates wi th\ 1 

\ 

respect to tho particular duti4ota for which the officer i s desired . ~ 
This bo.ard ~akea ita recommendation and if i t Meta with my ap· \ ... 
proval I recommend the appointment. • 

( .• 

I shal l be~d to consider ony recomnondations Urs. ·, 
Bethune may deaire to make but I sug&e&t that she first advise \ -
the lawyera who are desirous of obtaining com;zniesiona to fi l e ~ 
in thi• office their formal ~pplic&tlon on tho proper form ~~ 
which wil l be provided on request . Theao l awyers will then 
h<ove their qualifications on 1'1le in thia ortice for considera-
tion of the board alone with such racomrnendations as ~ra. 
Bothuno may cara to aubmit. 

, . 
VOry sineerely yours, 

~- C. . C!A. o . • '"'- • 
Uyron c . Cramer , 

Ya.jor" General , 
Tho Judco tdvooate Cener•l • 

IU as ' llahina Tl>ompaon, 

The Wh1 t e House. 

r· 

' '~ 

.. 



• 

Uay 26, 1942 . 

/ 
l!y dear llra. Roosevelt: 

I know you "tdll be happy to know of the splendid 
returne which have COC\e to BethW>~Cookman College as a 
result of the meetings held in Now York and ;:ashington, in 
tho i nteroote of t ho college. 

J.U·s . Henry I'J:eifl'er contributed .,7, 500 to apply on 
t he current maintenance deficit IU'ld ;)5 , 000 tonard pc=nent 
eno01ment; llr . l.!. L. BencollJll contri'Quted l.\1,000 to curr•nt 
mnintenance; llr . arui l.!rs . Laskor contributed v1., 000 to 
currerot wnton .. nce; llr . Jesso Jcne• sent J 500 to apply on 
curre11t maintenance with a pledge to donate a lllte WOOW>t 
one yu.r traa date; llr. John tla.z:::llond contributed ~75 to 
current maintenance . 

!.!By I express to you, on behalf of the Trustee and 
Adviaory Boards, our faculty and etUdonts, deepest gratitude 
for your real inter est and help in the pr ogram of the col­
l ee•• Thia :raterial aid ca nu to us at a t ime of groat 
need, ao you know. It nokos it possible J:or us to think 
i n terms of closi l't; t he fiacol year without a deficit, l.lra. 
Pfeit!or ' e additional gitt to endowment 'trill servo as a 
atiJIIulue to others to help in thh effort . It l:lEana ao 
aueh to ua to have these votea of confidence fr001 thea• 
friend a. 

Co<l bleaa you, dear triond, for all you are doing 
tor ua. 

l:rs. El.-..nor Rooaevelt, 
The 'tillite llouee, 
l'laehington, D. c. 

\ 

,. 
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I M cldlpt.ed ta.t. 70il b.o•o bed 

aucb oplAodi<l reoul ta or tho -t.inp !n t.bo 

iDt.oru\ Dt tho oollep. 'l'bank TOU tor lAt.tl.JI& . 

- lmDW. 

lire. liu7 llcLeod Botllune 
Natlooal Youth Adalnletrotion 
Waehlncton, D.c. 

' 
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llr cl..,. llra. BeUioanaa. 

!.ira, a-n•l~ baa ukecl ae to 
taU 7"" to adrlM t.be ,oand1clahe ;rou han 
1n a1nd, •bo .... d•lroua ot obt.ainina 
cow ... i.on• i n t.be Jwla• l.clvocat.• u.n.ralll 
clepertMnt., to tll• t.llair tor•l e.pplle&­
U.. on t.IM proper t or• tlhich •lll be 
~lclecl on rii(\IUiat. l'hen, • ., t.beir 
"Prllcet.1DOA han been tu.ct 1n ~Jor 
r.__.e.J. Cr....,.• a otr1c e, 1t :fOU ad.ll let. 
har "-• lOra. k-nelt. wlll allad word 
to J~c>Jor General c""'*'. 

Vo17 sine-~ r ours , 

Sec,..t~rr t.o 
lira, llooM .. velt., 

llr•o lfU7 llcLo .""t baM 
Ws-1 r .. ~ '""'"'atrat.iall 
·~.o.c. 

/Ot) 

t 
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1141 C .TR~ NW., WAI"HINOTQN, D. C. 

:'rs . ? r a.."\Y.lin 0 • . .ooaevt:lt 
Tha 1' M .. tc l:.1uae 
·,.,sbtn;:ton, P. c. 
~, dear - ra. ttooaevol t : 

/ 

,II" 

1 h.ave been. asked to f'inll out if you •-uul con­older slc:ni~ t his pe tition . itt~foru $cni.l in~"' i t to :'o'• , I naves rrot1d:e inq~i r ; of' •,.-,} tt r ",";hi te ooncerntn. t1 .t. vnion for tKr.oc ratic Action . I quot~ .:CJ l U.r ."hit~- : 
"Tht: Ynion for IJ'-'' ocr1.1ti~ •. ct. ion 1s a. flr't .. r at." or n ni u.t1on Y.1,\cn is mado up oi" .,.{se ~nU hOO'-'· t neonl e WflO o. r" ~rt1c.ulo. rl•· cot\o~ rn~d a bout th" tn:a.brcnt of the t.ccro • One o f 1t8 chief sponsor • i• .... l trct! \..· ''-'T t.e·.ris VJhO io a. JU::~lor o f thu eo;~.rd of the NAACI . II 
I r i t is in ~·our jndu&nt t!\-"''t l'Ol- ...,,·•lc.l u· ·, to aJ n this., tt wi ll tc o.r•prtchtcd . 

' 
31ncercl~' !'O'' TS., 

enoloaur e 

/ 



,J- •• liNI 

., ..... ...... lleitl-' ) 

.lira. loooewlt uko- to aola:l.,.led&• 
JOAr letter ea4 to tell 10" tllll t ohe n evu r olp 
~ti t1 ona ot Ullf kt.lc! an4, t:ha ret or•. - olp 
t.1»- llhiob )'0" ,.,, to bar . I • ~ 
1t u lin. looMMl t t Mlo oho - t -.ko ..,. •-.ti- ln an,y oo.ao. 

..... ...,. .,, 11 ... _ 

.,t.oaal l•tll ''h'•'•t.raUOD 
uu a •-.... •·•· 
Wulllnpo.. o.o. 

' 

O!J 



1'1U>ERAC llCUAITY J'GIHCY 

NATIONAL. YOUTH ADMINISTRATION 
II 'I C I TitCCT NW,.,.WMHINOTON, O.C. 

:.a u: l:a 1v Ina Tt;oP: pton 
S$cro-ar y to llu. dooMvelt 
The JMto !!owe 
. ..es.~!.n,:to:t , U~ C. 

JW'Ie 8 , 19~Z 

l wrote Urt . AOPtevolt. a l etter aO':'::oltlr::e o;o r-~&M.l• 
i n,s • n\J;I"'.bc r or Ntttrn . I .. ., now wr\t lnc to uek t.~o.t ;rau 
con"" r- 'R\th hor t~~tul r,l•to 1"10 Cl.tt•tenttnt .,, to W\c~ l CA'J cay 
to thg aovoro l poof1l o oonovrnlu.; honort~or1u:llli , f>xpqnaoa, etc . 
whon a~o accept.a 1nvtl.t.t1ona ('ron tho1a. t'\h is qulto lieU· 
cate tone . I \10I.ll6 1 Hco to bo ahle Lo at~sw~r Ltvtn,*tton 
Colloto ~on thoy oa)c nht~.t LhOJ 4houlc! otror !"re. 1oo:~ovolt 
ro r her aorvleu. l'o'lll 14'~ U\1 roe , 1.'1aa 7'\o::'!l'JSOfl, ..... at t.o 
aay to tl\eM. 

I n \.he urJ y h\1 or t.\o ;~ear, tho 1110~"' or lJrook l;r.t 
oro wanUn,t Un, ltooM1'ttlt W •rr••r 1r~ t\o .A.cadcy or ilu.dc 
if'l Broo:dyn. i'hU W1 \l be 1n Ho.-enb:u •, I th1~. • ~ c'l.ureh 
in Chtcac,o wtt."' a bout <t , COO Mr.bora -..nt h r to t;»cak the,.. 
1n tho l.chreat o~ I t .. u.•w .. ..:oo~:an. ~h ehu.rcts 1a r.oll2,; ~o 
ta<r:o t'- Coll•t• •• a proJ .. ct •"1 aort or adort lt . ~'t will 
bo •~ lnt•,..•ttnc t~l~ fo r th• ?eOrl• ln ~ 1~•~o. !he 1a 
s;ol .ot:, to bo aate~ to 8('01111:: ror t"- dedlenlcm or tU H~alth 
~ Phyaical lduoatlon 8~11Alnt at .. at llrclrJa~ a State 
Coll•t•· ?h.h h a bwlUlnc. that th.• Stat• h.a• er-.oct•d at a 
coot o r about .,.40,000 . 

l do not th1rlc t.'at: 'llr,::lnl&. S~ue Colles• hu .. nt 
her ~ythlnt • They ••ko4 rA ••voral tinea ~at to ae~d and 1 
eould no t toll th01110 Or COUI'U J •tld not otrer he r anytht"G 
tor t oln& t o BtthW\o-CooicMn booau so lho h a pa rt of that 
wor+.. ( Snllo) );'ow )'C)\1 tltlnk theao tfl.l n&• throutth 1\l\d ta.Uc: 
wit h he r about tho• and l tt me know, 

• 



l 

. 
• 

.. 

I do not ot OOIU'ae know a~ We 
n1Unc b.,. IIUll ot U\11 ~c•ent• 1011 -
tl.on, lira , RooaevaH rt1U be 11ble to keep, 
llooraver, t hat cau o..Ll be deUru!l.uud later, 

1.ra, ~ou .. volt 1a not. t uk1ne ~ 
tu Croa &ey croup 1 und hu no~ since laet 
r .. u llben aha tultillod oonool.t.Mnta cado b7 
"-r hctura """"'~!•" • J bu haa r.iven "P lecl­
~urlnj: tor t••• tar tho dw-a~l.on. llo .. ver, 
at no ti<>a d1d :.:ra , J:oosovc:lt. t~i:o ~ t ee trom 
" colored Br'O"Jl nnd woulct not. con31der it, Sbe 
bu ~>l,...y~ l><l• n ..,,. .. t t-.-n c l :.<! to a, eak llbtn it 
""• pouJ.blo , 

n u, leet\lr'l DMA,;er •e ext r.al,y 
uretlll not to m11ko IIIIi' ll\l.'lii!UI8nt• wi~h esq 
;:rvup IIX.Copt ~ose which ree\llarl,y hAl paid 
leaturere, or colle,;u trh.l.ch had a tund ape­
oitie&ll.f IIU'ked tor thio purs>Oae , TIIO or 
tbree twa when lobe l ecture t.uro'"' ""'~ en­
P.-L• with II'OIIP8 which lira, ltooanalt. 
talt ehoul.d not PI¥• !IN, P.oooevelt returned 
her atwr• ot tho r ... 

I kno• ot )'0111' dnot.ion to lire , 
Roo11valt. Uld tbe redore ban p ne 1111re tlll..l,y 
1nt.o ¥OW quetl.on, lczlowin& )'Oil want taot.l, 

Very eino .. el)' )'0111'1 1 

Seore\arr t.o 
loire, llooenalt. • 

• 

I {) {) 

• 
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Jane 16, lNI 
/ 

DMr llno, letb-1 

lira, ~--.,.lt WOIIld appreaht. 
70111' adY1oe u to ~iN~ l he a hould een4 
U>a _ .. .,. raq11ened by 111', ~:t, _;:l.air 

Bollma io "'' aAol.oud · Et.u, ..-
Will yo11 pleaM re tllro If:', llow'al ' a 

lift. ·Jiu7 IIILHcl letb­
la\1.-l. t outb Ada11111 V.\1e 
WMbl..-, .0, 0 , 

. . 

wants 18ssase tor1 ~eop1e 1s Voioe 
210 lr 125. 1I!C 

I~ 

. . 

P.S. 'lbere ie enc1oeed a siailar req~~&at rro¥JH. llaaon Saith 
ot the Texu Negro Cithena Aeeociati~ { ~t....!..-_ ) 

----------.-------
• 

• 

0 
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I baft TOW' l.e\t.er ot laD• U aDd 
aa aorr7 that. I Cl&llnot. 1nY1te .. ,.,... t.o 
eot. .. t.reuurer tor :rou. t cemot. uk 
tr.1nae ot thie neture beoewoe 1t Ia not 
talr to pleoe people 1n tha\ poett.toa, 
wtwre t..~•:r feel t.lle:r net. oa.pl:r beoauM 
tan. 

I oellllot elp l.et.t.ere tor tile --· 

!Irs. llar:r llcLeod Be thww 
President, Bethune-Cookman Colleee 
Care HYA, Washington 

ju-1 
' 

• 

0 
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Bcrhune -Cookman College 
Dayton• Beach, Florid• 

\1••~ M• l.oo ... ,_.,..,,._ ,.r"".,._,._, 
ll•u·w~ 1., llr1't'01·-=~ , .,,_,.,,,4 ,.,.., ... u 

' "' """" ) I R-••hi.o•W, F.•<loo.,-•1-f,.• •~,., • 

Urs. bleanor Roooovolt 
The Tlhite llouoe 
Washin.,.ton, D. C. 

uy dear ~ rs . aooaovolt: 

Juno 12, 1\.11;2 

!te have now na.cto arr~cr.cnts to ?rmoto our 
ea.orai gn. aoti'f'ely. l!r . r:ea-t has been aprointcd the 
Director to coc:tplete our cenrai&n orz.anization. You 
hue graciously aocepted the honorary chainnLoship. 

We wo,ll d like to secure an outstandin~ ~e raon \ I 
as treasurer. ~';ould you tue;e;est aoneone and &e rrac1oua \ ' , \ • 

"" enouch to invito ouch I"'C T:Son to join in this ct'fort? 1 ,,LI 

Do :·ou think Jcuo Jonoa Vlould do it? Or L01·ohDll Fiold , '. 11• ~(, 
ll! ? Or lir . Daruch! Or Ur . Laoke r ? I think MV of ) )\ . 
thoso you would invito woul d be lil,c1y t o aoeopt: 'lho ~ 0 " 
ruur.e of such poraon olone with your o·.-m would insp~ ro con- \• \L . 
fidoneo in our offort. { J~ (l)' 

Ot courac, no det11.il work wou l d bo cxt"coted of I~ ' ( ~~ \' 
the Treasurer. t;r . .. eet ' G Secr otary is o.n acoo~tant e.:'\d t 

will keep all tho rooordo ..mich will be audited f rcn tl:no \1>! ( ;I 
to tine. If dealred &n a11leta.nt treasurer eo.n Si"n the f t \ 

rew ehecka which wtll be drawn as funds e.ro turned ovor 
1 

(\ - W 
to tho rel:"lar llethune..(ookman Colle:;o account . t f:,l 

\ 
r j 

Alao in aondinc ou.t. letters. 1;0 , roap•otivc a:.on· " ~ ,.: 
sore, we "WOuld lUco your ai--rature . ~le mus·t do ovorythlnc, "f 
JJ.ra . 'kooaevelt , that will contribute to our complete auc- .S 
cess. Pooplo '" a.n.xioua to help you to do thia . You \ 
know how groo.tlr I am dopondinc upon you e.nd how do-.lply I • • 
apprectate tho marvelous help you aru ~ivin~ Jr 

• 

, 
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i 
6/23/'( / 

Sent toll!rs.Bethlll14 

n 

• 
• 

C:. ~<~•~••• ~. " - •m "-"" 
1 _ T. Arnold fjlll, but no likelihood t~ot an 

....r-OllMEtonel Negro advlser 1s needed 

' 
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FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 

NATIONAL YOUTH' ADMINISTRATION 
2t..S C 8TR&CT HW •• WASHINGTON. O. C:. 

/ .limo 23, 1942 

I~~· / 
r'(' ~ ~r. 

. I (<> / \' (• / 
! . ~ \fJ~ 
'r.r. ~( 

() ' J Jli 'L <f.;' 1'14? \f \' 

( Ill(~ ~ I '- . ·, ~~:;- \~ ~~ 
• '! I \ .. ~ ·- ~ 

lire. Frt.nlcliD D. Roooe..-olt t \ ·I (\ /'. . ~'. \ 
The White Koueo rt' ~ 1 

• (,,' •1, !t 
lit.ahi.nj;tOD, D. c. I 

I .~ J ·' I q. { . 1,!' .. 
d II 1 (1,• . \ , ~ _. I I• J ~ 

l(y oar rw. R-o..-o to \ , , ~I' r \i . 
Thi 1 1o tho mot ter ~oil liT. T • .lrnold 11111 

dioououd witll ltha Thompaon yeotorat;rr-Y.,...'will 
11) 

note that the conforenoe ia &eked tor th6 t"ollowinc 
P4'0ploo 

V1rt1niuo Doboey, Editor of tho R1ohmoll4 
Tlmoo•Oiapt.tohr Will W, Aloxo.MoTJ W1ll1t.m ~t.r of 
Proodoa Houoo, No• Yorlc City 1 John Finerty , Coun .. l 
for the Wcrker1 O.t"enae lleal\l• who ie repre•ont1nt 
Wallorr Walter White of tho NAACPr A. Philip Rt.ndolph 
and llary lloLood Bethuno. 

r 

I 

-: 
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' BROTHER~OOD OF SLEEPING 0~ PORTERS • AN INTSRNUIOIUL UIIION 
1 217 lleat l25th Street 

• llo• York City 

COP!' 

lira . ll&ry lloLeod Bethune 
Director , Di?ieion . ot Negro Atfaira 
Notional Youth Adminiatration 
2145 C /&treet, Northweet 
lla.ahington , D. C. 

Dear Mre. Bllt.hune c: 

' 

· June 22, 1942 

With reference to m;y telephone oooveru.tiOn with you thia a.tter­
noon, thia 11 to adTiao that it will be. neceaaary to secure preeeure 
from the White Bouse upon Go'Vernor Coleate W. Daa;ten , Jr., of Virginia 
in order to insure oommutat1Cll or Odell fi'aller'a aentunco. Tho Governor 
haa granted Waller an ..:lditional reprieve unti 1 July 2nd, and ia holding 
a oc.mut& tio-o hearing on Monday 1 June 29th. · 

Would you be able to arrar~o a conference with Urs. Rooeovolt tor 
the following persona oompo&ing a committee1 Virginiua Dabney, editor 
of the Riolu:lond Timee-DlapeLtoh, Will w. Alexnader, William .l.gar of 
Freedcm House , Hew .York: City, John Finerty, oounael for the l\'orkere 
Oetea.ee Lee.g\&e who ie repreeenting Waller, ·walter White of tho NA.A.CP, 
youraelt and m;y-eelt. 

The purpoee of thie ooni'ereooe will be t o expl ain 1\ll~u to Wre. 
Rooeevelt tho implioatione ot thia o&ae and to aeoure her pro~•• to 
apeak with the Prelident about the oaee, in order thai he will apoalc 
with Go?eroor ll&Tden before J\&ne 29th . The oonferenoe llluat be arranged 
almoet immediately, .. Waller n.e only ~til July 2Dd to live . 

Tht.Dk yaJ for your eplendid ooop.ration in thie matter. I am 

very e1noerely youra, 

A. Philip Randolph 
Intornotionol Preoideat 

Pjs . I underatand the Pr .. 1dent 1o reooiYl.JI& hundreda ot lottera daily 
urt;:i115 the appointaent ot e. Ooamiaeion of Inquir,y into the oaae. 

' 
• 

.. 

' ' 
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A~~~Ut 201 lHI 

I 
• 
\ . 

Dear Mr1. a.thllnll • 

ICPio ftooiiYilt alkl lf JOU thlllk 
"War an4 \ht ~011 War Wor14" woul4 bo . 
a •oo4 •bJeot tor hlr IJ)Itlh at WI• 
••••l"- ••ttl~ of the entire conYent1on 
1n hlllbui'J on AIISlltt 13 • 

) 

, 

teorekrf to 
Mrlo JloOIIYilt 

) r • 
! 

0 

• 
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FWERAL SECURITY AGENCY 

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION 
21.U C 5Tft£CT HW., WMHIHOTOH. DoC. 

July 20, 1942 

.)l}l-
W1aa ~~l •l na Thornp1on 
The ~1 te Roua• 
"-•h1ntton, 0. c. 

Vy de&r Yia3 Thompaont 

I a.n enclo11n& a letter 1 have ,..colved !'roc 

Mra. Addie W. Hunton, Pre ddent or tho Ro~an' 1 Service 

Leaeue of Brooklyn, Naw York . Please r-ead it and eon.fer 

• w1 th llr1. RoosoTolt and ••• wh&t timo ahe c&n do this . 

I hoP<> it will be P<> lli blo Cor hur to oppoar 1n Orooklyn . 

The People a.ro anx1oue to havo her. Please lo~ know 

" ' 10 that I ce.n oend tho 1nf'oma.tion on to he r. 

~enovor it 11 convenient, I hope to have a con-

terence with you re£&rdln.t the '*'•t1nt;a we are planni-nt: tor 

tho ro.n. 

Slnce,..ly youra, 

""' )?,~~ L!t.ry~ o4 Bethune , _Director Olv{o~~r of Nttro Atrolro 

l.. 

• 
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Dearest L!e.ry , 

ADDI E W . HUNTON, ,.JIUIOI H' 

8~ .,., ,..I'II OQil eT·JUCT 

1,··. ! . , • . 
I 

July 5 , 1942 

I am writing to beg t ha t you c1va me som• hel p 1n a vary im­
portant m&t t e r . 

You hav e been a .._. ues t of t he ;'lot1en•s Service Leo: ue and know 
some thing of its stren;_th and i l.lpor t ance i n Ne w York. However, • 
as we a re v e ry anxious to have you help us secure ::rs . Roose velt•s 
assent 'to speak for us he re in Br ool<l yn , I will send you a rew 
details . 

The Leae ue w~s orc~ni zed about f our years ago to do for the 
community j us t "h•.t its Mme if.•1•lies . Later t he members decid~d 
tha t. epa rt from a eeneral i nteretot i n c i ty flf fh if'S J t hey would 
like to wo rk for s ome s pec ific project·. TO t ha t end , a yea r \'illS 

spent i n s t udying press1nc c o"uuun l ty needs . Questions ·.to re e. sk ed 
or various civic or~t. ni za t i ons . membe r s o r t.he ir stu ff n·e r e sent 
t o speak to us, s tud ies made of variou~ i ns t itutions and city 
o f ficials consulted. The r esul t of e ll t l• is IV&S th~o. t the League 
decided t o use i t s efforts f or th• tshblislHBent o f " h ome for 
pre-de linquent r, irls. Th i s was a ve ry l E<rg e unde rtak itlg but no t 
a n impossible one if 11e c ould aet til~ help a nd i >1flu~nca o f t he 
9 orouch offici11la . 

'.'Ia have been successful in :!ettt ne Judues t.nd others to 
bre ak down di s crimina t i on i n ex i s tine . insti t utions so t hn t. a fe w 
of our c;irls ,., r e ad~nitted, bu t too many by far il :.va t o l>e com•"it­
ted t o the ·.~omen •s nouse of De t ention or t o Hudson . 

\"18 h L VB been WOrk in:! Very qtliatly UUt fa i tbfully th US fa r 
r a i s i nu funds in our o·.;n ~; roup first t.efore r.pproach!ng the ~=.e n­
e ral puol1 c . 

JJrs. Roosevel t h a s been desir•d by a Bro ok l yn aud i e nce for 
a ve ry long t i me and i t would be ._ rand if sh~ r,oul d l e t us s pon­
s or 11 mee tine . ·.~e coul d se t t he ;.cade••tY of :.:us ic o r Centr a l Y. 
;.:. c . ;. . a nd t iJe bnck i na of L:r s . o oode tond ot hers who lmow of our 
e tfort. we d o not ask t hn t she apeak on ou r r:ork but on e.ny sub­
j ect of interes t to her. 

I • 

·ye woul d be elt~d to a rrance for such a mee t ina a t he r ea r ly 
convenience prefer ably a Sundny , a s ~nos t of us a r e not c oin(, Away 
t il is su.mm'! r . -

Feal1 r>i sure you If il l use your influence i n our behnH and 
with love, 

• 



FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION 
214$ C *1'RUT HW •• W A.&HINOTOH. D4C. 

l 

JUL? " '~·1 , 

llrs . Malvina c. Thom!)Aon 
Secr etary to L"rs . Roosevvl t 
The t'hi te F.ou6e 
li'eahineton.., 1'. C. 

Ly dear itr s . 1'1-of!'l?aon: 

I fiJI evro tl-.1\t t1.~ s•tb~ec:t .., •ri:l\o- l'r.d tl-e 
Post tar ~orld,• which Lr a. r~oe~vtlt is con~ider-
1n:; f or t;.{>r ap~>ech ollt. U:e OV<'nill: r.C'etin:; or t he 
entire convention in St.Het .. ,r:,· on Au:_."U:t 1~ .. is a 
rort~te ehoiee. \. 

I have no tlo\1bt thnt tht' t.N"'\tfl'J,. ' I'(" 
vJi l l cive Such t\ 8Ubji"Ot Wi )1 r ro vitle f C')orl for 
t hol•,!:ht to ttl l who 11etcn t n 11. o r n.ntf it . 

/' 

• 
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• Jill¥ 27' 1942 • 

I b&ve Juat bean up to :lllodey 
and t.bey are pt.rtiCOll&rl,y IJ\ldOUII to b&n 
10u Up t.bere aoact.iM t.hia auoaer, o.nd I 
bope you will be aba to flO• 

1 t oal thllt 1 a.tl aoinB to ao 
IW\Y colonel eroupa that. 1t. would be un­

. •1e• toi ae t.o Mica &fl¥ mra ens>~t.a 
tor a wblla, t.bara!ora I think I ehall 
baTe t.o ret'uaa t h1a 1nY1t.at1on • 

• 
lllu. llaey llcL. Bethune 
D1rlaion of N•&rO Atta1ra 
National Iout.h Adm1n1et.rat1on 
Waebinston , 0 .. C. 

\ 

If/, 

VDS 

\ 



\ 

' Aueuot 24, 1942 . 

lira. Roosevelt tv.a ~eked oo 

t o aond ~tlio enc.loaed cop:/ or a let­

tAr rroao Uiaa i.thel Levl.no. 

Ura. RoosneU w1ll oppreci.ote 

it 1! you will let her know bow JW reel 

about this aui>Ject . • 
Vor.t alncorel.y 1"0ura , 

Seorotary to 
lira. kuouvul.t • 

• 
lira. IM>r,y llcL. !let.hune 
Nat.iDnal Youth Adain1atrat1on 
:O:aahi.nzt.on. :>. C. 

/uJ 
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l5ll loa3ht.enaw 
t.nn :.rbor, I.Uch!!;all 
Aucuat. 10, 1942 

Denr Ura , Roo3evoltl 

The Inter-Rao!al. Aaaoci.ation ot the 
Un!veraity ot W.chieo.n, oompoaod ot :1,50 towno­
peopla, f aculty members, and the etudante is 
petitioning tor a ll1xec:l Brie-da ot white end 
colobed peoples, It 1a p art. or the campaign 
now bei.ng undertaken on a nationwide acala by 
the Council Asainat IntolarMca, 

.As a pl'Oillinent Aclar1can woaan, )our 
aentiments on this aubjaot will corry eroat 
Wluence. 

Kindly send n etateoent: te~ua 
how bportant and vital .You consider a l!ixed 
Bri~~Qde at t he present t1.1ba, 

Sinceroly youra 

/a/ t.U.a s Ethel Levine 
Inter-Racial Aaooc1ation 

• 

... 

' 
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FEDERAl. SECURITY AGENCY f VI ;;:£-
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION I l ' ~L 

.... COTI\UTNW.,WMHIHOTOH,D.C. I (\ }' ~ 

' 

~1•• Wal YinA Thompoo~ 
Secre tary to Wra. Roosovolt 
The l\hi to liouao 
llaoh1ngton, D. C. 

Uy dear ~isa Tho~pton t 

~~~ 
Au~~9, 1942 

(\ \~~) 

AUG 311942 

Thar.k you !'or tho tott er from JJrs. Roose•elt •nd tor 
tho copies or lettert froo Uiet ~thel Levine and Ur. JoM A. 
t.pp. 

I wlll try to uke it posalblo to see l!ro. Roooevelt 
early on tho mom1n& of .:Joptombor 17 . Please lo t me kn:>w tho 
earliest hour I will 'be permitted to see her. Reo.l1r.1n' that 
she ha.e a luncheon in tho arton\oon II t hOu_sht l t' "WOul<! bo 
bettor to co~o in t ho mo~ing . 

I •m aondlnt to 'you . tor t~ra. Roosevelt ' a 1nfomo.t1on, 
a copy or o. report I havo boon Able to &•t on the dlegod dh­
orimln.e.tioP 1n tho \\om.on' • Anrrt Aux1l1Pry Corps . I mad& th1e a. 
vary definite ~quo•t of & vorY outst&ndlnt newspaper man tol llnt 
him I wanted l t for you. 

I would advlae hor einoeroly to J'Mke no st..tem.ont re­
gard!~ the IUxed Br1tadt. Opinion• on this &r$ vor1ed and 
1 do not thinlc ah• needa to sake any stater..ent concernin~ l t , 
whatever her opinions may b•• --(((• 

' They hue Invited her to dedicate ~ IIYA bulldl"G ln ( vf\- , 
North C.rol1M 10100tl100 ln tho futuNI. lly a dvise 11 that tho }( . I r} 
decllnea the lnvltatlon. She haa aet a aurtlclently la rs,e ( J (\ 1 ' 
&roup or people in that 1ootlon ror a lfhile. She did a 111ar- q J 
.. louo Job !'t St.llobury. 6 J70 

Pleaae let her ••• the eneloaed newa,pt:per ol1pp1nt• "! '\~ 
S1noerely yours, 

~:fJ: /?1 ~ &if ~ tA:r: 1!o od Bethune, Dlreotor 
Uivhl or Negro 'J..ffa1 ra 

-
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OIL MAN'S BlRTHDAY RECALLS 
HOW NEGROES FORGOT LINCOLN 

AND VOTED FOR DEmOCRATS 
'ruv U\1,4Y 1·ippinj.t hole( in 

old muth,,r c:arth to ~upply 
t he crying- and exuperAtlng 
need of C"llS And moro ga., 
tl) wlpP out Hit!erism and the 
Jnp m~nnce, caU$& Michael L. 
Renedum. the worl.d'.s wild­
C'Atter, to soft peddle and 

·~ tun :sweep aside, a well in­
. tended birthday party. 
· It wa.:s on rhe- occuion or 
. ht. ';3rd birthday that this 

wnrtd renowned guweH pro­
moter and driller got wise to 
friends who were industri­
ttu~1)· pl.lnning to eetebntta 
h i.\ 73rd birthday even in a 
mo.(l fitting fashion but inti-

I' 

-

dently cAtching on, the fain­
ou_, oll man whom President 
Roo:o~:Pvelt tttTtcll, nately aa­
Jutc~ a.' •·ne.u ~like'" ha.itily 
f~ut\1 1.\ plc.'l. to : .. cut it out, 
boy•. cut it out. Whnt b 
nee(Jetl mo"t todAy," aaid he 
"i .~ \C':1~ . ni'H'f'il !t•tl4, hirthdaY 
(.·~ffbr,_ti,nt n•·c otr for the I 
durAtion." · 

Tr Any one i• entitled to n 
birthday porty it I• thia pros­
pector, explorer and the 
wodd'a aTeatu t adventur .. 
i•ts nfter oil and ga.s. When 
l'OU h•ar ol Hltlor •nd tho 
Japs driving toward oil fields. 
and DritAin, Ruuia. and the 
United NationJ fighting to 
pn>~t thou, you may be 
«rtain ''Dear ~\llke"a" name 
u uoocioted with the dis­
covery of ps in the ~elds 
abr.,..d. lie know• them, hu 
been ou the tround, has rna~ 
pet~ thom. 

It is not to be wondered 
thoo thut deor "Wko" wa• 1 
more ab.~orbPd in gett ing 
mol'e J:ltl\ 10 the r.;u~tern ~ftt· 

1 
bo.ord nnd • cro .. to the boy, I 
nt tho Oschllng f•·ont thnn in 
a birthdny pruty. 'rhiA. how. 
eyor. wo" no oL.!!taele to the 1 
m~:tlllag,~ or con!Crulul;.tion., 
nnd s:ift, thRt tJOurcJ fn upon : 
tho oil man by tho hundreds. 1 

~lore thnn 500 h•d •lroady 
1 1~·•1 r«tu-ded Dt1d were still I 

rollin~: in. 1"ht)' tAme from 
Pre1-Jdent Roo:tevelt. Demo.. 
cnUc Ch~lrmarr F.dwatd J. 1 
F"lynn. Jim Farley and not to 
be outdone tho toiler. tho 
man with the hoe "A4 thtrr. 
a nlilro,,U watchmnn from 
Oridgepo.-t , \V. \':\ •• nlso John 
r.ewf•. who't' J:eniu~ built up 
the C!O thnt In A few ycnra 
WO$ ablo to contribute $7,-

..,_.:_: 
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000.000 to others to •stnhH•h 
C'Clll\'ctive b:trg~ini n.(;'. \vhich 
Mr • .Denedum had made pn:~. 
"!bl~ thro1t!:'h hi-1 11ew d;ol'l 
$UJIJ;JOrt. 

M.:!.ny othtr lnbor l~atlers 
.'lt'llt theit- conzrdulations 
amon~ them PR.trick tA£'!¥1, 
P~-~Sident OlfWA Dialric:t G, 
Pittobur~h. 

Clergymen were not to be 
or-nitted :a.s Bishop James H. 
Stn.ua-hn and othe.r nationally 
known church dianatt-rie• of 
many denominatiOM rca.lltd 
the bene\·olenct:s of tbis inter· 
na.tiona~.l!}· known oil man. 

Among thgse falicit4tion. ,.. 

the colored folk: were not to 
1>\! m is3ir'l-l.•lt w.w~ well known 
thnt Benedum hntl ber-n n 
great factor behind t he sebnea 
in the Democratic National 
Con\•tntion in Chleaao in 
!9:J2 which first nornlnlted 
Frl\nklin Roo~evelt; that he 
met the bills to keep the deJe. 
JtJ.tt$ linanda!Jy supplied fn 
th<tt stubborn co"'.oention, 

iCenedum s.tUI remain., a 
rnight)· po~r. It m&)• bt In· 
ttt-n.stinr to carefully ob!erve 
the role Be.nedum mitht pur. 
aue prior to the appro:achlnl' 
N'o~o·embtr eledion. 

jWith his undldate Roose. 
\'tit nomirutted and out of the 
'•'1'Y· thf" ~rpetnation o! 
Ocmocra~y wAa next in order 
to thi11 t>nd the oil nllln turn. 

'I ed to the forgotten m1111, tho 
(Ctmtinued on Pnsre 8) 

... . _ ..... . 

' 

I OrL ~lA .. 'I"$ RIRTHDAY 
(Continued fmm r.tl"t 2) 

z.:~tro. ~ lift hint out of the 
$lOUth or de~pond. Ad~LJinr 
th~e to forget lhto ttearl paJt 
of Lincoln to which the Ra. 

'publican~ c:ontinuetl to point 
without pdte or pa·oi\t. lfer.e· 
dum bec:nn1e tht in\'islblt ttn· 

I gf'l of th~ c:o1t)red J)tnple. He 
I.H'sran the opl ift of the NtStro 
in l't•nn.;yl\ ;.mfo, bi ·;in.~: tih;m 

I
~ new \"i.~!on. He cor\h\Ctcd 
the influential eolorerlleudta•t, 
with whom ht: h1Ht become 
ncqunintt<l throu~h ma•w 

r ~tlt\'ultnl !\ClS hi lift tfl'OI't 

I
to encoHrasc-e lhe colortd ract. 

1 Ro~rt L. \~ann. Editor ot the 
Pitt$burgh Cooder. a ona 
time s:t.aun~h Republic~tu wu 

· enlisted in the ranlo.s of demt). 
;;loracy and Vann aM "·hh hi.1 
st inlluentiaJ pubJicadorr linortg 

the colored peopl~e "tnt over 
lo the ~mocrats. 

f Another outstandtnk col. 
ored Republican whidt Mr. 
Bf.nedum took OYer to the 
Democratic: smrt~ , .. ,.~ l"C.!!ct 
j'.I:Jgi.$trnte EchvRrd \Valter 

~ Henry. Ne~ro boss of Phlla. 
r delphill, who came from 
j "~1Hoic'!" cou nty in \\'e.o~t Vlr-

g-inin. 
l'ully re•lizir.g the Republl· 

c:tn politician:; had dcine but 
vc1·y little for the colored 
ptople Mr. Bencdum pointed 
t he "'':!.)'. fin;mc:ed thtm, P•t· 
ted them on the bAck and 
l"rash~d Lhe doors of lkmo­
craca•. lt•ding thtnt into tht 
JXt.,luru oi abundunce. 

The ooSored people "-fA a 
R~at fa.c:tor in ehan~nx 
Pcr.nsylvania. that ~'"t a 
million majoritr for the Re­
public.a.n ~rty, candidates to 
~00.000 majority <lectlnJI 
J~eph F'. Cutrty, th~e tint 
De:m.oc:ratic Unilecl Stu.tu 
Senator. in 60 yean. 

It w~ts the oil mnn ' ' hu 
bi"Qilgh t :~hout thtt4 t.·RrMfor. 
mution ju puty politic&, Mra. 
Frot'lkl in 0. fluot-~twelt. lntor 
rebuked the Oau.rhtcr~t of t he 
Amcric"n l:t\'Oiutiou for 'hth· 
e·dusnl tu lcl H colored '"'ORlllll 
nmke a rmMic AJ)J'If'lu·nnea 
•nd nnw ll"•nd•IJ 1\'lllklo hOI 
J,.. .. n Lnadinsr thr ~IMf'<l l'f'Oo 
p!(' a.nd 11erkin.~ thrir prAI.Il• 
JLu•l ~upporL 

Rut it \\a~ P...:llf'thun "~" 
J pointtd the \\ay •nrl J,"fl t1-lt 
colonod Pf'OP1t into rf'to~niUon 
in pul;lic (g'l\cf!. 



Ure. Rooonelt. hila aekod """ 

t.o eencl you t.he cnclolecl oopy ot a l ot­

tor r~ 11r. John A, ~p, c~ or 

t.ha Union !or !Jemocr;;t1c /,ct.ion, 

ure. nooanelt will apprcc~te 

it. Yory mch 1! rou would let. Mr know 

.n-.J or not. you bn~ heard or a ey eucb 

Very 1lncerely youre, 

Secret.ary t.o 
IAre. Rooaevelt . 

lire. Mary llcL. BetbWie 
JCaUood Youth .. dll1n1atrat.1olf 
t't4ahi.o.gt.on .. J . c. 

. . 
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UlllOII FOR DUIOCRA TIC ACTICN 
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Ura • . Eleanor R. Roo~evelt 
\',bite House 
Waal•ington D.C. 

Dear Ura. Rooaevelt1 

I• 

166 fl. Jackaoo Blvd,,Chicago 
Telephone llarri&Ofl 7255 

• • Aucuat 12, 19/,2 

Diotur~J..na intormation haa c<:<na to ua 
about the treatment ot the negro wata8n in the noaan • s 
J.wdliary An>¥ Corpe nair in trainin€ in Dee Uoinee, Iowa. 
VIe are .,.iting to ;you in the hope thl>t ;you ""'1 hove on 
opportunity to invoati&atA thie aituation and eat in CIOtion 
thoae intluonooo 11h1oh would I'OIJIO<l;y i t. • 

It was • tine thing t to be eure • to have 
women ot all re.cea admit.ted t o thle new corps. l!any of ua 
hoped at the outaot thnt tho diaoriminationo which have 
plagued t.he ot.he·r armed eervi:cea would not be present here. 

UntortW\8tel;y • thie hope nppoare to have 
boon utterl;y diaappointed. Segregation 1a tho rule boUi in 
llvinc quarter,• and in dining accoJ!xlatione, accordning t o 
our information. Diocrild nator:r ruloa appl;y alae to the u•• 
ot tl:o u.s.o. center and ""l..!winl: pool and to other teaturee 
ot tho t roining plAn. \'lhile bad onoueh tor on;y one , ouch 
trcat.cont seems eapec1Ally ehabby when accorded these well 
•duC<> ~Od and hi{lhly tre.ined negro wa;non, 

'r'.'e o.re dc:epl.y concerned by theee reports, 
ao we know you ,...t b8 olao. They ore boUlld to do i rropor-­
able hQf'Q 1! they aontinue . 'i'le do hope you CM det.nid.ne 
thair truth and let ua know it we oan in on;y w-y bolp in 
tho aituatioo, 

~incerely youra , 
John A. Lapp, Ch41rman 

• 
'\ 
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,.ug11at. 261 1942. 

Dear ltra. 8 ot.hune1 

It. ia verl d1C.l'1clllt. for rJ& 

t.o give any dat.ee tor Mut.1ncs IJecuuse / 
I Ill!! eo vet"/ uncert.n1n a oout. crt plena. / 
it you • ant. t.o t..:~lk to '*' 1 I e.xpec~Jc:Y" 
be in : &.ah~t.on on ::iept.llt.lbor 17th t<nd 
collld eeo you " lone, or with a I!J'Oup1 
la t.e t.ha t a!temoon, or really enrl,)' 
in t.be l!lDrrlina ~ • 1 have • luncheon 
enjpjlOI!I<Illt in Anno.pol1a t.huL d .. y . 

I collld not. hold :~n;- ::cet.it~<: 
or attend ~ny unUl r :.t hcr J.:.t.e in 
October, lind <.'Van tn~n I wo not certAin 
o! a,.· t.ille • 

. .. 

lira. Mt.r7 UCL. Bet.hllne 
National Youth Adalniatrat.ion 
Washington, D. c. 

I ) 

1 
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Bethune-Cookman College 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

Wioo Ualvlna Thompoon 
Seoretary to Ure. Roosevelt 
The ':ih1 t e House 
lluhlllf:~On, D. C. 

lly dear Uiu Tho,..poono 

August 26, 1942 

I wonder if you would get with Uro. Roo•evalt and 

~ivo to mo, •• early a& possib l e, • date Whon she m~y be 

freo to be with ue on some matters concerninG Doth~6-

• 
Coolcm.an . 1 would &lao like to know when aho plane to r;o 

to California. 

Sincerely youra, 

m >n~~ 
llury ~d Bethune 

I 

-
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M;' dO&r JJre, Dothw1o1 

JJro, Roooev&lt h4o cukod "" 
to aclcno•l•da• tho r eceipt ot your lat.­
tor eu>d \.hanlc you tor the report on 
cooditl.ona at tho iltu.C CAI'P at Yort 
Otsa Uoinoa . -· ••• I 

llro. Roooevalt • ill be £lad 
to aeo you • t. lOatO &,D., Thureddy, 
Soptealler 17t h , 

lira, liu'J IJaL, D•U>ww 
01rect.or, ll1da1on ot 
Nacro Attaln 
Rat.1onal Tout.h Act.a1 n1 •• ..._._ ....... 

) 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Sopt.,ber 14, 11162 ( 

- ~) 
111!110 I'OR IIR, C.Rlllt 

llli, 1\JW.O.Y 1 

W::W lJJQ;( )>S(.H 1 

M.t.L. 

' 
-1 

.. , 1., 

.... l 



' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 16, 1942 

llemo for Ur. Crim; 
llr. Tolley:' / 
!.!i ss n-.ompson: 

Tho toll"" ins people ..U1' accom,...ny 
!.Irs. Bethune when she oo""'s to see 
!.Ira. Roosevelt at 10:00 a.m. , 
Thurada,y, Sept. 17: 

Dr. 11. P. Davage 
lolr. Prank 11 . !lest 
lira . Virgi ni a Durr 

DD 
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\ 
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Bethune-Cookman College 
Da~na B~aeh, Florida 

MAIIV MCI.. I OO .lf1' ... 111'1 .. ~11-t!OUIT 
ATTY. TMCIMAII T , C::OIIII, C "-AUUO!JII.Io!. l :l iC:UTIY I COMN ITTC.I 

0~ TH I TII UIITII IIOAIIO 
8 1lllf i'IA L. lohT c; .. .-u., IIIC"ITAIIT·TIUAIIU II I JI 
HI"IIIIU 0AV10110N, IHQ.OWNI.NT TII&AIIV II I II 

1/,y dear, dear llra . Roosevelt, 

It was so lovely of you to write me so 
sincerely concerning my illness. 

Novem~r 30, 191.2 

tenderly and 

' 1/ay I speedily greet you on your safe return to our 
wonderfUl America and tell you how happy we all are to have had 
the representation you gave to ~rica across the Seas. Our 
p~~yera have foflowed you in your travels for prot ect ion every 
step of the way. You have made glad the hearts of t he people 
there as everywhere. You are like a guiding Angel for the 
people of our land during these dark days of unrest. 

I have been nootlod in my bedroom for the past three 
weeks wrestling with severo attacks or Asthma . One morning I 
found myself surrounded by five doctors, nuraee and a noted 
Asthma Specialist . They were fighti ng to bring me out of one 
of those droad.ful asthmatic attscko. lly tired worn body, 
coupled .,.ith 1011 vitalit)'" made it ver)'" hard for me to throw 
off the att acks. 1/,y doctors .ar a demanding that I take a 
period of canplete root which they hope wlll restore me to 
my old self again. I have full)' decided to obey their orders . 
I. will roms.in here untll l have regained my strength before re­
turning to Washington. I have given of ro,yoelt oo full)' and 
treol)'" for others that I have neglected t he nursing of my own 
strength. I am feeling ver)'" much better and stronger alreaey. 

- Love to dear lliae Thompson - no one could be better 
auited to tit into your life of service with the serenity, and 
obacuri ty when neceoear)" an!l the strength of helpfUlness than 
she - I bless her for all ahe dooa for you and through you for 
all n>ankind. . 

1/ay Cod bleaa, keep and inspire you alwaya, my Friend. 
Pl.eaae know that I am moat. grateful for your thoughts of, and 
your prayers for me. 

lira, Elau>or Rooaevelt, 
Tha White llouaa, 
Washington, D.C. 

., 

- · 
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NoveJibor :0, 1942. 

l>Mt' Ill' a. Bet.hune 1 

I ban jU.t. beard t.bat 7011 

u. ill, and 1 &a el!'tT'f becauae I lcooor 

bow it. l:ll.lat annoy yo11 to be 1ll at 

tbia tiM. 1 do hope that )lOll are 

nll an the road to reeoYary. Plaue 

baYe - one let • lcnoor bow you are. 

Ver'T a1ncereJ..7 youre, 

Urs . Uary UcL. Bethune 
1812 9th Straot 1 tl • • 1. 
tiashingt.on, 0 . C. 

I 

J 
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My dear ~lra. noosevelt, 
. ~ · ' 

I t is in the wee small hours of the 
morning. I am feeling better , but sleep­
jess. 

i have been thi nking of you - all 
that you a nd our Beloved President mean to 
us all. God grant both of you strength and 
multipl y your kind . 

,. 
t. 

'~ ' . . 

lesterday, they brought a gor geous 
bunch of red roses to my room and said "guess 
from whom these came? " I said !Jre. Roosevelt -
they said "No, Pearl t!Uck.• ... ow don •t send roses, 
but come yourself on December 15th - I need you. 
;he called meeting of the Trustees on that day 
will be very, very important. 

Lots of love and great patience and faith, 

Jh!A:~~ayn)~el~uv 
v ~;a'Gt ldoLeod Bethune. 

L!r~. Eleanor noose vel t ·, 
.be uhite House, 
Washingt on, D. C. 

1.1118-J 
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loiRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

IF ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO BE PRESENT AT CALLED 

MEETING AT BETHUNE COOKMAN BOARD OF TRUSTEES TUESDAY DECEMBER 

FIFTEENTH 1942 PLEASE WI RE PROXY 

/ IIARY MCLEOD BETHUNE . 
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• Will you pl .. •• aeDd a Chr1at.a. 

boz to~,.. . ~ Mol.eocl Betbuu ., a.t 

Betl!~ Colle'•• Da.ytoDA Beaoh• 

norlda. 

Y..t. L. 
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Bethune-Cookman College 
0ayt4ll& Beach, Florida 

.. ,_ • • M~l-- 8CTMU·~ ... ._._ _ _..,. 
A~. 1''- 10•• T. Co••• C..•+•••"'• 1-1-1-Ciol"nlfl- ~oo•tn-tc o-' ,.,.._ T• vu•• ...... . 
aeon->~.& 1,., M•~·.:u... •ac:•n"'"'·'"...._' "''" .,.._ • ._._ •. , a a.,.•o•, u•OO•••,., ,-••••v·••" 

L:y dear friend: 

r 
December Jl, 1942 

for thirty- eight years I have given untiringly of ~self , with the fino, loyal 
cooperation of t he facuHy 'and students who have >~or ked wnh lT.e during the years , in 
the building or Bothune- Cookman Col l ege - a beauti ful Christian Institution on the 
East Coast of florida, This achool stands as a beacon light for tho thousands who 
ar• yet to paso thie way, 

r;o are bringins to you now our gratitude for your confidence> and help during 
these yeara and &ISU .... you aaain that the invcot.oonts you have .... de have paid high 
di v1dand4 in the lives of our young paople who are rendering service throUghout the 
at.at.e ar.d nation. 'I'hia task has not. been an -easy one., but. a &lorious opportun>ty 
for sarviee . 

Because of the eucting deaands upon ey strength during tho years, I felt that 
t:1o t.iJoo had come for a younger, :ooro vigorous leader to direct the work of Bcthuno­
Cookman College- to ceet the new and over- changing phaoos .of our educational oyotec 
in this wal'-torn world . 1 fcolt that I could not stand in the W4Y ot tho advane..,ent 
or the College . rlith gratitude to Cod for tho opportUnity ot service which had 
bven cine for so lona and tor tho rGalization of my drear.~, on Oecamber 15, 1942 I 
requosted of my Truatoo Board a rotiromont as President of this Institution and 
asked Cor tho appoint.n>ent ot l!r. James A. Col ston, a woll-trainod, forward-looking 
yow~g man, as Proaidont . Ur, Colston is a graduate of Worehouaa Collage and holds 
hi u Uaster 1a degroo tram Atlanta Univeroity, Ho hAo ton succoso!ul year s of ox­
porience •• an oducator, fivo or which have boon givon to acrvico as Oirpctor or 
Ballard School, lfaeon , Coorgia , Clr. Coloton has spl endid educationcol background, 
ad:ninistrativ<> axp,erience, creative ability and a vbion ot eonaeiontioua service , 
He served for two summer • •••1ons as Consult3nt for the Curriculum workshtp of 
Atlanta Univeroity SUmmer School, end as Director of the Ha=pton Institute Sucmer 
School in Jacksonville, in 1942 .. 

lq re.Mrccont as Pr11ident does not, in acy .. eaoure, ind.icate acy lessening 
ot my interest in, and in,tlutnea tor t he> Colleae . I there!ore call upon you, cy 
!riendo, to axtcond to Wr . Colston the aa:e confidence , cooperation and help that 
.•ou have given to ,.. during the yearo. During this strategic period I earnestly 
.~quest o! you a double portion or interest in our program, tor we find our 
finconcial situation to be at a low ebb, I am most anx1oua1 as I turn ovcor tho re­
"poneibilitiea ot Praaident to Wr, Colston, to have hl..al begin hie work without t he 
huhdicap of an operating deficit, A threatened deficit can be avoided if all of 
our friconda will contribute to the work now aa they have dono in former yeoro, 
k~ing that we will gratefull y receive donation• or any ai ze to help meet the 
cutrent emergency, 

II&)' the Naw Year bring to you the bl.eaaingo of good health and pro•t••rity, 
and to our country viptory and peace. 

Sineercol)' yo"?J"• . 

~hi¥~~~· 
~~eod Bethune, Prteident-Eatritua. 
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