RETURN TO MRS, ROOSEVELT
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W May 38, 1944

@FFICC OF THE FRESIDENT

To the parents of Haval Trainses
at Ocoidental Cellege.

Dear Friends:

The Navel trainees at Occidental College we consider are alsn stu=-
dents af Occidental, Therefore I regard it appropriate that the letter which
follews, which is sent to Occidental College parents, shall also be sent to
you, I em glad to say that Commander ianglin and his assoclates share:this
opinion and give approval to this procedurs.

Of course you are deeply concerned by the recent outbreak ef polis-
myelitis at Occidental College. I am sure that you want to be infermed as to
what has happened and as to what measures we have taken to prevent the spread of
the disease.

On May twelfth appearsd the first case ef pelismyelitia. To date
there have been six cases in all, two women and fwur men,

As soan aa this disease manifested itself &n the campus, our college
and navel medical officers in consultatisn with the City Board of Health and ether
specialists met to determine our course of mction am a cnllege community. .bile
little is known by the medical authorities as to how the disease is contracted or
how it spreads, one fact, however, is agreed upon, nemely, that the susceptibil-
ity to the disease is related to fatigus.

In view of this fact a modification of college routine has been put
into affect, Students have been required to get eight hours of aleep each night;
organized phyeical education for women has been suspended; physical education for
men has been-modified; and strenocus or fatiguing extra-curriculum activities have
been cancelled, Every student has been told to repert at once to the Health Center
any indisposition, cold, or sickness, and head residents have been asked to watch
for signs of fatigue as #ell as i1l health, Hormal college life has been continued
in all other respects, Our students have responded ko these meapures with under-
standing and complete cooperation.

In regard to our relationship to.the public in general, we have gone
beyond the recommendations of the City Board of Health and medical advisora.
The City Board ef Health has not recommended that the college be quarantined, or
that thers be any curtailment of nermal contamct with the outeide community. We,
however, have imposed upon ourselves certain restrictions, Ve have cancelled for
a perisd of twenty days, dating from May l6th, all events on the campus t3 which
the general mblic is invited, and bave called off eff-campus functions which would
be attended by any large numbsr of our students.

T




To the parents of Maval trainees -2.

There is at present a ressarch study being undertaken on the
gampus by DOr. William Hammond of the Hooper Foundatisn of the University
of Califernis who is an authority on communicable diseases, especially polio-
myelitis, All aspects of the cellege and student life ave being studied in
an effort to discover the causes of the disease.

We want to assure you that we have placed the health of your son
absve all sther considerations at this time. We shars with you a deep concern
for the welfare of each student, It has baeen reassuring to feel the confidence
which parents have had in the college when they are fully informed of the ex-
pert medical counsel #e have and of the precauticnary measures which we have
taken, We sincerely hope that we are past the orisis ef this dreadful diseanse,

With kindest regards, I remain

ncerely yours, v

Pt

Remsen D.Bird sm—
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OFFICE OF THE PREBIDENT August 24, 1944

krs. Frenklin D, Roocsevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C,

Ky desr Mrs, Hoosevelt:

May I write you at considersble length? Plessc forgive me for
doing sc but I went to present a matfer where I am sure you ecsn be helpful,

Thers iz a man in Pasadens, one of our most distinguished Amer-
leans, one of our most humane sclentists, His neme is Max ¥mson. He is
& natice son of Wisconain, He hes held professzorships at the Massachusetts
Institute of Techmology, Ysle, University of Wisconsin; he was president of
the University of Chicsgo from 1925-28; he wes director for natural sciences
of the Rockefeller Foundetion, lecturer at Harvard, member of the RKational
Acedemy of Sclences, end president of the Hockefeller Foundation until 1926
when he cene to Pasadens in the development of the Celifornia Institute of
Technology and the Mount Wilsen Cbservatory especially in comneoction with
the grent mede by the Foundetion for the Palomar Obaervatory. He iz chair-
mon of the Observatery Council and a member of the Executive Counecil.

He 1s & very dear personsl friemd of Helen end Hemsen Bird and
we have been especiamlly close to him this last week.

Flve yeers sgo he merried a very wonderful women. His 1ife
had hed many atermy experiences and there came in these five years BR Un-
telievably beautiful experience.

His Helen Meson immedistely found a great place im our community
and in our hearts,

In an enviromment that had been extracrdinarily conservative,
to put it mildly, Dr. end Mra, Meson bave constantly held up the banmner of
democracy, the suprort of our President end all thet he has sought to do
in making the mechanism efficient for the people.

A8 you know, the scientist in spesking heag prestige in the freld
ef the sociel sclences and the interests of humanity far more than the
rast of us who ere veriously clessified, generslly as *vislonary mortar
boardas”,
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Mra, Franklin D, Hoosevelt .. page 2

: A few weeks ago Mrs, Meson, who had apparently been vary well,
suddenly died, The tragedy has come down heavily upon all of us and especislly
upon her beloved husbend.

We spent the evening with him and her daughter who, by the way, is
the wife of Eugene Reynal of Heynsl and Hitchecock. In the cours: of the con-
versation, in his feeling thst life has fsllen down around him, we tslked about
the possibility of his greater usefulness ss a man of scientific reputetion in
the service of his country. He was not umnoved.

A8 you explore him and his usefulness you will discover that he has
been one of the cutstending men of science mssistin: in this and the earlier
war efforts. His work in discovering the mechaniams to muet the submarine
menszee you will find bas been ons of the most importent in both wers. That
will thrill you when you find out just what he did in both wars in this very
importent service, :

I heve pothing particulerly in mind, I went you to explore him
end his usefulness. There is some spot for him that is vary importent. He -.
feels now that he wants to give everything he's got to the good ceuse of a :
better soclety.

We love him, s you see, very deerly, |/e know all of the stories
of his complicated 1ife and reccgnize that he hes come through to this glorious
person not just by smooth sailing down & pleasant valley. .

Cur Helen Gehegun and Melvyn know him very well, Ve have, the six of
us, been together meny times and she can add her word of mpprecistion of what
I have written., In fact, I am going to send her a copy of this letter.

We have been entertaining here at the college this last week Mr.
Kenneth Lindsay of the British Information Service and he made the comment
that perhaps the most useful person in the Office of War Information, from his
corner, in Englend at this time was our Louise Morley. That was pretty good,
waon't it7

With affectionate regards and best of good wishes for you end |
yours,

M...F/.ﬁ -

P.S. If this letter strikes fire and you want more preaise information, let
me know, -




September 7, 1944

Cnief of the Bureau of HNaval Fersonnel
Navy Department
Washington 25, J.C.

My dear Sir:

1 have hoard informally that there is the possibility of
ineressing the number of Navy Reserve officer Training Corps.

our experience here st Cccldeuntal with the Navy has been
of the very best, #e would like to record our iuterest und would
lixe very much to have the opportunity for consiseraticn of thio mat-

ter as may be appropriate.

I beg to remain, with readiness to enter into this patter
as may be sulted, and speaking for the college authorities,

Very sincerely and cordially yours,

Remsen D.Bird




States t.hn?Xl.lg,_ Hax Lpson is actively connected with the Propgram of
the QOffice ‘of Scientiric Research, stc,

s

§0
dos. September 23, 194l / ‘)/

krs. Roosevelt has asked me
to send you the snclosed lstter from
Mr, Carrell L. Aillson, Executive Aseistant
to the Director, Office of Selentific Re-
search and Development,
Very sincerely Jourd,

Jecretary to
Ura, Roosevelt .

I Drs Remsen Bird ]
Los Angeles (41), California.

vDs
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OFFICE OF THE FPAEBIDENT .

kiss Melvina C. Thompson &J’ \
Secrotary to nra, Hoosevelt
The white House - k}
washington, D. C. : .
My desr liiss Tho / Lr} ’I'j f f
r lilsa mpaon ; J ! T
Mapd i At

§
Thank you for youf lotter of September 23rd in rﬂspuﬁsa
to my letter to krs, Roosevelt and in reference to my very dewr friend,

Dr. Lax Mason.

I em fully aware that Dr, Mason is used to the limit of
his energy in the service of the country as s sciantist, That 1la & very
wonderful =tory which Mra. Roosevelt may someday wish to explors for her-
selfl, I know of no one in my mcqueintanceship who is more devoted and
more intelligent end more useful in the fleld of aseience.

]
But Dr. Mason is not primarily a scientist as grest ss he
is in his chosen field. He 1s & men of deep concern for buman beings 1
apd their welfare., He is strongly moved in these times, and very properly b

so0, to the responsibility that is upon us in educetion to make the seientific
method effective in sreas where 1t 1s elther misunderstood or unknown.
Violent praejudice obtnins among people who should have besn taught from

the time they began to emerye on how facts are knowm and how one goes

sbout estimeting them. He is " hot gospelsr” on thls subject.

Furthermore, he is in no wey held back by personal interests,
pride, status or anything else. iy enthusiesm for him, which I am sure
you felt in the last letter and dlscover again in this one, 1s for Dr. lax
Lason beyond his {mmediato precise services ea & sclentiat, Thet's the |
point, Thet's the point I am stressing and 1 know Helen feels the same

way about it.

We need a complete new study of our scheools end colleges in
the fsca of propsganda, prejudice, felse notlons, greed, mallce end all
the other foxes thet ara esting et the roots of our besutiful vineyerd,

It 18 in this comnection that I want krs, Roosevelt to explore

Dr. Mason.




| i

Yiss Malvina C, Thonpﬂﬂn s B

kecently, as I wrote her, his great sorrow in the loss of his
beloved wife haus added fto the Intensily of his desire to meke his life
valuable to the "great cause",

Will you please slip this note on the desr lmdy's table some
time at your convenience and when she is not too burdened with many things.
I am sending & copy of i1t to Helen and I am sending a copy of the two
letters which you have sent me to Helen.

Affectionately and rcordislly for you =1l,
/]

By




Septenber 25, 1944,
Wﬁm Dr. Bird: .
Mrs, Roosevelt has asked me to :
thank you for your note of September 20th, \\
Mrs, Roosevelt was interested to
to know of the possibility of increasing the
number ni{;ln;r Reserve F'Hh:lr Tralning Corps
and glad to ses your letter to the Chief of
the Bureau of Naval Personnel,

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Urs. Roosevelt,

fﬂr R ...Ehd....‘
College
Los Angeles (41), California, VDS
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BEFIGE OF THE FRESIBENT prtmbﬁr 20, 1944

Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Because of your greclous inter-
eat in our experience with the N.R.0.T.C.
and for other reasons, I em sending you a
copy of 8 letter addressed to the Chief of
the Buresu of Naval Fersonnel.

Cordialll yours,

o+ ,

™

o
W"NWVWW';
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BFFIGE OF THE FRESIQEST : Oetober E’ 1944

Mrs, Franklin Delano Roosevelt
The White Houss
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mra, Roosavelt: f s
I am enclosing th-a letter which

I have just received rrm:' Hervey who came

to me at your suggestion.” Her latter and my

anawer are self-explanatory. She is & wery nice

person.

Cordially apgd sincerely,

. Do




Box I26. -
Route I, October I0th.44;
Fairfax,
Calif.

My desr Dr Bird

/You will hardly remember our interview of some
eighteen months ogo,when Mrs Roosevelt so kindly wrote to you to
know how I was getting onl

I spent a yesr with Dr Titcomb ss housekeepér,
and was very heppy with her,but last July feeling myself to be
utterly worn out as I had not hsc o holidey for two yeers end a
half,I decided to lesve and caeme north to miss the hot summer.

I have been staying at the sbove sddress since
July and in return for my keep did four hours a dsy watering the
garden. I also got a small salary to keep me going,

This job finishes end of OGctober as thire wont be
any more wat#ring to dol I have very very much apprecicted the
chonge gnd light work,snd having a little time of my own,to cétch up
with various matters of interest to me,

Qur home in Lnndon has been badly wrecked fTor the
second time,this time by a robot! A8 there sre millions of neople
now homeless,my husband being just about worn out and very nervous
with all the strain that he has been through,is anxious that I should
not return home aiter the war,sc we hove arr-nged to meet in South
Africa &5 soon as it is posaible for us to get there,

From what I hesr from a South Africsn friend,it
seems thet Cape Town and sll the norts nre so congested with refugees
and wvisitora,that now nobody extre is sllowed to lsend. So it wont be
for sometime after the war,helore we are ellowed to go therel!

I am returning to 2965,Waverly Drive,

Los Angeles .26,
on November the Z2ond,where I shell be staying with a former employer
Mres Lattin,who very kindly ellows me to meke her house g hesdquerters,
where I can keep my extrs belongings., I cennot go back to her because
her gerdener's wife now does for her,slso I sm frankly sick of kitchen
work | I found Dr Titcomb's housekeeping too much for me,owing to
8 spinael injury cseaused by a fell winter sporting meny ve:urs sgo,I have
mever been strong,and its alweys difficult for me to do sny standing,
and I ought not to 1lift things etc. So you cen imsgine thet it wes
not essy from the beginning to do domestic work,where so much is slwsys
exnpected of one,

A8 I reckon to have to remein in this country for
some six months or even longer after the war (German war) hes finished,
I am anxious to find aome kind of a light job with & good home sttached
to 1t, Have you got enough peonle to keep the cnfluga gerdens

watered?| I dont reslly mind whet I do,es long aa I cen work
sitting! I cennot teke on any kind of secreterial work,ass I




am suffering from a good deal of eye strain,so would not like to do
anything to intensify thet conditioh.

ol 1o I thought pernaps you would cere to mention my
position to your secretary and 1T sne thinke thst there is any kind
of situastion thet I could fit into,I would be very gled if she would
kindly write and let me know. Then on my return I could come and
see her,first week in November, I do not want to stert work egein
pefore the middle of thet month.

Plegse tell her,thsat 1 reelly dont mind what I
do,provided the houms are not too long.

With kindest regsrds and hoplng to hesr from you.

Yours s 1ncm

P.S.By the way my father was the patristic scholsr and armeniagn expert
at Oxford. I think you mixed him up with e grest uhcle who was joint
author slong with Howson of the Life and Epistles of 5%t Foul!

My husband is Lt Colonel G.C.I.Hervey.0.B.E,(professionel soldier,now
retired) ¢

My brother 1is Dr J.J.Conybeare of Guy's Hospitnl,whose "Conybeure's
text book of medicineris in its rourth edition-in America. He 1is at
present Air Commodore in the R.AF.




Cctober £, 1344

Mrs., Irene Hervay
fgz 126, Routel
Fulrfax, Celifornias

My dear Mrs, Hervey:

Thark you very puch for your informing lotter. I
wish thet I eould ylve you peace and the kind of a life that
would free you to be your own good self in the semeral liv-
ing end serviceas of the good scclety.

You eertalnly sre not conditioned by experierce &a
s gerdener and mechanio of the kitchen,

Take cure of yourself end when you get back, drop in
and gee ms end we cen telk thinge over snd I shsll be very
happy to talk with you, I sssure you.

With best of good wishes,

Cordially yours,




e~ /08
Dear D, Bird: /

I gave the President a memorandum on
the contents of your letter, which is all that
I can do.

1 agree with you that Helen has done a
wonderful job and she i= a grand and rare person,

Sincerely yours, o]

» Remsen Bird
esident

Occidental College
Les Angeles, Calif,
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§:
Mrs. Frenklin D. Roosevelt ‘\\,1'-' “'1.'1

The White House :
Washington, D. C. i

My desr Mrs. Roosevelt:

p. I am enclosing herewith copy of a e I wrote Helen
after the great address in New York. She could not have e a finer job,

e were over there yeaterday efterncon end spent the
afternoon talking things over with her. Helen entered into the services
of her country, as you know, first of sll through the experience with the
migrent children. Out of that expsrience her vision, her devotion, her
arazing quelity, there haa grown & perscen who 15 not only able but is
grest in the innermost belng.

You will note in my letter to Helen that ] expressed a
personal very great desire. When the war is over and there is a gathering
some placc of people concerned with the way we shall behave, I went very
much to be there.

In the days preceding the war, & very great friend of
mina who is 8 pacifist and with vhom I wes in France in the lest war told
me that he would heve nothing to do with this wer., le bears the homors of
great courage in the last wer and he gave himself with complete devetlon at
that time. He said to me, "ifhen the war is over people like you, Remsen,
who are idealists end who see this war on the side of right end justice and
peace will heve nothlng to do when they sit around the green table. The
touga guys will be there then and you will not be considered.”

I said to him, "Not only will my kind be there but
I shall be thero mysalf."

%111 you help me to fulfill this destiny?

I thought the Presldent's eddress before the Foreign Polley
Association wea in every respect just what it should be, God bless him and
take cere of him,

affectionately/epd cordielly,




fotober B0, 1944

My dear Helani

Well, your sddress was perfeot! What you sald,
the wey you maid it, the gquality of emotion that was in
you, the depth and riohness of your compaasion, the frcedom
from ary kind of unfdérness or discourtssy or histins out
under ths streas snd st:aim, all this sort of thing that
could hurt the goodness of faith and devotion consplouously
sbsent.

Thenk you, ¥hat = wonderful girl you sre.

¥e ers pow ending & collsge year in this atrange time.
By the accelerstion progrem we clome gemesters at the cddest
moments.

1 think s great deal in the midst of the context of
our world sgony of tha college and its young people end the
{mmediste pressing fact to me that this avening 1 shall
graduste the sons and daughtors of the sona and deughters
I huve graduated, I hi.ve come %0 thet tire, It io o time
of much soul examinatjon, you may well lmesice.

Helen dear am very much moved by the desire to
have some pert in the settling of the pecce. 1 heve sold
to myself through this time of atorm that I wanted very
much, evon if I wers only en onlocker, 1o be at the penoe |
table. I think I have my life end oirfumetemces worked | |
out so thot I could be there if it were possible,

¥hen you go btack to weshingtom and you sit around,
you and the other great wizs of the governmemt, plecas thimk
of me and of this statement,

In the meantime, teke good cere of yourself mnd kmow
how éeeply you move all of your frisnds nt that grest moment
in your life when you spoke for the indispensable philoacphy
of righteousness and hummity end resl demooracy and the
foundat ions of & worthy pesce,

god bless you and yours slweys,

Lovingly,
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prrioe oF THEEhEsIoENT " November 6, 1944

e

¥ra, Franklin D. Roosavelt
The White House
Washington D. C.

My desr Mrs. Rocsevelt:
““Iu"
Under separate cover I em mailing you the Annual Report
of Ogeidentel College. Attached to this report is the list of
namas of those who have made so good a report possible,

Among others there is your cwn and we express agaln our
very sincere apprecistion to you for your confidence, cooperation
and support.

We ere now in the year 1944-45. We continue our war
serviees but we lock to the new responsibilities of peace end the
strengthening of the traditional college.

In this effort we have set for ocurselves the goal of
$100,000 for the current need of the year, for the removation of
our residences, and for the building of the very much needed water
maina to supply the increasing campus.

We have great hopes that it will be our expasrlence once
more to earry the college through with the expenses of the year met |
and the work of the year sccomplished. '

We are among the most fortunate of all colleges in the
steady increase of the number who enter into the care of the college |
yoar by year. ,

Wae thank you again for your part and shall upprauintu vhat-
ever you may be able to do in the year 1944-45,

With kindest personal regards,

Cordially yours,




November 21, 194LL.

My dear Dr. Dird:

This will acknowleage the receipt
of your letter ol Hoveuber BLh, which m.
glven to krs. lloosevelu.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Urs. Roosevelt,

Dr. Hemsen D, Bird
Occidental College
Los Angeles (L1), California.
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QFFICE OF THE FRAEBIDENT Hovember B, 1944

Mra, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House v 15
Weshington, D. C. 1o 1944

Ky dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Thenk you very much for your letter concerning me and
mine.

I wrote a note to Dr. Guy Spavely in which I sent him
a copy of my letter to you end my letter to Helen, =

¥hat concerne me is that there may mot be at the so-called
"peace table” adequate representation of the educaticnal forces that cam
work together for the rehabilitation of the imstitutions of the world like
this one.

I also know that it 1s so easy &t a time whon appointments
are made to plok those who are known on the Atlantic Seaboard, That is
generally what happens and understandably.

I heve, as I wrote you, special reasons why I want to be
thers and I think I heve scmething to contribute to the conference, should
& conference teke place,

We spent election night at Helen's. TVery scon it was
glear that the President would be returned but it waa oot ao clear that
Helen would be elected, She trailed for a while and we did not know until
just a few hours ago thet her election was sure.

As you kmow, her cempaign was an exceedingly "holy" one.
She said pothing sbout her opponent; she pled for the Fresidemt end all
that he represented. She held the campaign to the high purpose and that
wes all done in & district that was accustomed to the slam-bang.

Ard, besides, there were meny new people in the distriet,

. Bhe 414 not live in it. She was the victim of & very soiled, smeer cempaign .,

but she's won and she will come back to Washington e very great additionm.

I talked with Tom Ford several times during the evening
end hs spoke of Helen es one who was destined for many reasons immediately




Mrs. Frapnklin D, Roosevelt .. 2

to be a very real force in Washingtom on the side of the greast purposes
of our times.

You will miss him in Washington I know and I know alsoc how
much personal satisfaction you will have in Helen's coming.

It was & great gathering. Sometime I'1l tell you sbout it
from my point of observetion. I doubt if there ever bas been quite the
game kind of s group meeting inm so spacious & home mindful of our democracy
and sitting in unity for its understending and promction.

I thank you for keeping me in mind amnd teking the trouble
to put the memorandum on the President's desk. If nothing comes of it
I shell fully understand.

Thank God ocur President continues end the engry young gentle-
man has mot displaced him, for that would have been a very grest tragedy.

With affectionate regards,

Cordielly yours,

e




i AL

Dear Dr. Bird:

Thank you for sending me a ocopy of
your letter w I am glad to hear
you are not belng persecuted and are not secing
your oollege suffer becsuse of personal beliefs,

Sincersly yours, o]

lm—. Remsen Birdl | .

-
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BFFISE OF THE FEESIBENT Ho?ambar 21, 1944

i

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The white House
Waahington, D. C.

¥y dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Here is a copy of a letter which
is what it is}

The best to you this Thanksgiving

time.




Hovemb er 20, 1944

Dr. Ouy E, Smavely

Amsociaticn of Americen Colleges
19 West 4d%h Street
New York, New York

Ky deer Gury:

Feoples say to me, "are there¢ any other college prosidents ex-
cept yourself who supported the rresidast?” I haven't been very much
uss to the Fresident in reference to thu power of my support. ‘s you know
I have = theory that ss president of this college 1 em one who should not
endorse candidates. I got my fiogers terribly burnmed in warly years
when I did endorse osndidates and the endorsement wes locked u;om es a
collage sndorsezent and not as & perscnul one,

However, I heve voted four times for Mr, Hoosevelt and thaet gets
breezed around}

In faot, I heve some tales whioh in the long view are & bit amues-
ing. One of our gensrous benefactors turned the gaze sway from the college
beoeuso I em what I em and held the position that I huve hold,

The other day ahe wrote me & little note, now after meny yeers
intervening, end errsnged to send me uite a enerous check on conditiom
thet I wuldn't give it to the President or to Helen Gebsg.n.

S0 it is liks that,

And the other day Mr, Herbert Hoover's very best friend, Mr, end
Mrs, Homnold, for they are like ons person, sent me & thenksziving check ..
so it is like that,

Hold your grounds, be frank and fair and compassionate and you
will inherit the esrth,

Affeotionstely and co:dislly,




OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE
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Decanber 5, 1944

BFFICE OF THE FRACEBIDENT

Mrs. Frenklin D, Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

fhen I get your kind letters such as this one of
Novembar £8th, and I realize that you hsve taken the trouble
to read my documents, you overwhelm me & bit.

I enjoy thoroughly writing to you from my GCOTrner
put I do nmot wish to be & nulssnce. FPlease don't let me be &

nuisance.

I have hed an interesting correspondence with an
old friend in Washington pemed Robert LaFollette. I am going
4o teke the liberty of sendipg you =y letter to him and his to

genntor LaFollette comes of liberal stock and had &
father of great visicn end grest humaniteriani sm. Is there
work to be done here?

I have just been talking wlth Helen, We are having a
farewsll party at the house on Saturdsy night, Why don't you fly
out for it?

Affectionateld end cordially,

/ f““ﬂ/..
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BFFICE OF THE FPRCEIBENT

December 11, 1944

Mra, Franklin D. Rocsevelt
The white House
Weshington, D. C,

My desr Mrs, Roosevelt:

Thenk you very much for your quick understanding and sympathy
with the work which Zlatko and Joyce Balokovic are doing., Joyece writes
me frequently of your understending, In her letter received today is
this sentence; "Mrs, Hoosevelt is ocne of the great people of this world,
88 you know, She arranged for us to =ee Secy. Stettinius on the day of

- his appointment and Mr. MeCloy, the Assistant Secretery of War, ete."

) I have the following interesting letter from Jerry Voorhia
which i1s self-explenatory., I have sent it to Guy Snevely, seeking his
counsel,

Really, the more I think sbout it, the more I am impressed
with the solemn fact that unless our scheols are rebuilt throughout the
world we shell very scon drift intoc the kind of
when pecple are not trained in their minds and in their hearts,

With affectionate regards and best of good wishes for the
Christmas time,

Cord ly yours,

Coratin—

P.S, We had a farewell party for Helen Saturday night, She ia leaving
for Washington on the 15th, Mary Helen goes today with Mrs. Gehagesn end
will stay with her in New York unmtil things are worked out,




CONGRES 3 OF Ti', UNITLD ST 7ES
House of Representatives
':'l'luhlngtqn. D.C.

Docanber B, 1944

Dr. Remsen D, Bird
Ceoldents]l College
Los Angeles 41

Dear Remsen:

I huve your good letter of November 16th und also copy of your
letter to Mrs, Roomevelt which I appreciste your letting me ses,.

I am decply dmpressed by your fugzestion for a confersznoe on
education snd feel thet 1t 1s scrething that is vary bedly needed indeed,
I am not sure, however, thet the government ought %o aponsor such a
conference, (m the ocontrary I am inclined to think thot 1t would be
more suocesaful 1f sponsored by so.a of the school people themselves,
For one thing, I think there 15 ® erying need for the college people
especlally to get together and discuss the problems that ares golng to
arise in comneotion with the G.I, Bill apd helping returning veterans
to take advuntage of it,

Now I would be mighty gled to cootact Dr. Studebaker of the
Cfflce of Education and try to encourape his settins up such s confersnce
88 you propose, 1f on meture conslderation you think that is the way to
go about it, 28 I sey I wes just wondering if it wouldnot be mora fruit-
ful for the school peopls to go shead wnder their own heed of steam,
Flease let me know what you think about this angle of the situstion and
whether or mt you want me to contact the Office of Educstion sbout the

l!-ttu!'..

I hope * have made 1t clear that I most decidedly zgree with
you and thet such @ conference should be held,

Sinoercly yours,

JsHRY VOOMHIS
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