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TCYftHONC 
OII'UIIC" 70~· 

Dear ~ •• Roo8eveltt 

RUBY A. BLACK 
22.1S KELLOOO BUILDING 

WA •• UHQTOH. 0. C. 

June 17, 1933o 

1' thought 70u woul d anj 07 8 eeldng 70ur corment s , 70111' 

c l othaa, and 70ur conve,.anoe oomptred with those or Mar~ 

w,ahington, b7 one who OUSht to know, 1n the oldeat dtil7 

paper 1n the United Stat••• 

We are m1aatna 70U here. 

Find out all 70u om about )(a1ne1 and tell me 

about it, and do let me tell 7ou 8ome ot the thing8 thtt have 

happened 1n banking, in 1nduetr:r, 1n newspaper control, and 

1n political control there 1n recent :rears. It ia a tuo1nat1ng 

and borr1t;ying ato~. Beeidea, there 1a danger that the preaent 

Demooratio leadere there will do no better than the RepublioaDII 

have done all the ae ;rear• 1n which the;r aold the a tate to a 

taw 1 who wrecked ito 

I 
I 
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FIRST LADY 
VIEWS RELICS 
·AT ·GADSBY'S 

• Brief HUtory of Ccillectioa · Ia 
: Gi-rn by Mn. Mark Hee-

dersoa, Owuer' 

LADiES OF SENATE HERE 

Eatert.med II Ttl II Home of 
Mn. Hea.ry Wilder Keyes 

. oa North Alfred St. 

'I'be rerulat fiWIID\hlt mti!Uaa' 
Voltu.re Ho. tit. 7oltf • . DJbt 
cJtt.y, wW be hfJd ~l •t 

.. 



1~0 
Dear Ruby: 

o• course, I ••• enormously pleased by 
your piece and so was the I'reaidont. 

1 1111 glad you mha me uncl I am coming 
cown t he day l>eforo the President geta there 
ao we may ·have a preaa con!'erence before 1 
go to »tJ!te Top. 

I wish you were up here thou£b the loeat 
1a worse, I think, t han i n ua sh1net on. 
EDna Uugbee was here for two or t nree c.lays 
and ia now gone but expects to return r. he 
en~ of the week. 

There l s not.hinc to report about •• 1 am 
not clolnc; uny tllint. or i nterest unt il next 
~onuay when I eo to C~p Tera an~ to a 
nUJDber of t he oth~r OIUIIpl as well. 

The number• or people, however, that .. . 
have W1 th us oonatanu:r, make life buap 
matter -.here we are but Tol!'lllly an~ 1 atoe 
get~1ne some work done. 

A!tect1onutel;r 

Miaa Ruby A. Black 
88. lat1onal Preaa Bldf. • 
waab1ne ton, . r . c. 

• 
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RUBY A. BLACK 
~~"llll~ 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 

024 lie t1onl\l Proao Dl dg , 

. I 

TCI..tPHONC 
OISTfiiiCT 7039 

NtWS 9U"( AU 

Df'nr I.:rs , noosnv nl t : 

• 
211~ Prince St~, 
Alexandria, VS. . , 
July 311 1933, 

Soturdny ni(91t when we c ot home, we fottnd the jar of wild ntL'BIT• 
berry jam from Searsport, a nd it has made the usually dull, if 
nourishinfl first monl of tho day decidedly i nteresting yesterday 
and today,' I hnvcn't trlecl it on Cornel1El J ane yet, ainco she is 
such a consor vnt1vo. 

l thought pGrhaps you r1ould bo i nterested !n "Puddl er Jim" Do. vis's 
e c t i ons rlt~rinrr !Has.. Perkins 1 s tes t imony on stool, I wish I cO\tld 
hove seen inoldo his llonrt and brain if any 1 during Ul.ss 1-cr kins 1 s 
1:1agnifieent presontntion, "'l'hE> poopio 1 s f riend and whose life ia on 
open booll" 

1 
as Bargeron picturesquely ond ungranmatically colla himl 

I hopo it is not a a hot t here .as it is horo, but tho boyo !IrE> writing 
of terrific hoot along the Hudson, 

\"?he t I meant to say in t he second paragraph is tlltl t I nm sending you 
heraw i~ n copy of t ho story I sent my J:lapel'S not because I think 
i t is s uch a-cr ond story but \>&onuse I thought you would appreciate 
tl> e f ormer 3

0
cre ts.ry of Labor s reactions to the present S~crctnry of 

Labor , Jus-c &J:u'o>T the copy alfay when you are throuB}l with it, 

'l'he pdliceman in front or your front door told me today the time 
passes much less rapidly. 

'l'he press can hardly say the time po s soo less rapidly because or your 
absoj1ce , ror 7 and 0 p . m, continuo to arrive with tho work not . nearly 
done 1 but at ony ra to f,!onday is less interes ting !'or a lot of us , 

'l'his lettel' does not r equire an anower , I do not "ant to odd t o your 
burclens , I just wantod to thank you for the grand strawberry jam nnd 
to tell you about Puddler Jim's folded arms and Robert P , Lrum6nt 1s 
tremot•s end sweats during Iilia s Perkins 1 s relentless unmallkingo 

\'11th my best wishes to you for a ll'acat1on , I am 

YMo ~>>oO- . ~ 

. ~ 



me ;:urrr 11 • lli/10& 

I'IM'lim'l'<JI - "Jl'IJI'kUat n.l' ~. tt1e ,.,... 1lhD wktl 

hl.l waJ \W ~ I IMl W~ It thlt aaa .ot U 1lo U. l)OIIt ot r....e"-'7 

' ot ~ It ti!• 11011 ot lR Mil tiell4 ltl ~- I !II lie ~ I n. 
baqe Ia "-~~~'lft·· !'10ft t'Hht-b!e ....... , WS.tlh hS8 ·- n.ldl& 

'fl1,\le ._ 1ane1·1t ·~...,.. gl,_ Ia a ltofi.Ae lwal'IIIG ..- W -
rJ1 -tw7 of X.bcr PU:an1 l'erld.na'• pJ.a f.'lll' JacNoesl om41tl- n. 

.r-. .r, Davta. at1leP be~ llaad•) <•t t.~ une. .,_1' ka 

lie~ ~1~ IM JloOOIW• -.n -..at" the ltll'*l lltatiW :leJWitle 1114 

11 - ~ .ID .f~tl'-3 111 lwa1tb ..S Clll lDd~' F atl Clll CII1Uglll tl 

opet~~'iae I lottel'J ~Me !'oOife CIGi ... U i/e lie en 1ft tm ~ 

- ~ tlbe t~~ermc- m 1t11 nul ..... II ...,. • ,_, tw ..u~ 

or • .,... ..- sa u. ... , lillla1 tar •s. ott n. llmlll .. .. 

at1Wllll11 •'*"*'• - • ._. h ,.._, : 1 a •cu aka ot .... ._. 

-- Ia ........ Ill q,dft, 1ft! 1ft ~· ,.. h~ ....... 1M 

eu • .- lllestltr~ 1n • .... , t• • .... • ot,.. ... ca.. • 

t~aaN, ,_ • • •,.,... •- ~a~ra ••.,-.,... sua '., 
U0,000 nul WGJWI'IIIk181N .. 

1 
________ _ 

' 
• ..- tM •- lftomdtll ~ ._.. • Ia •'w"'- 1 

' Wllil., & 

181 MlYSD8 WIW. IDil ;•it I I rU• Pi Q' te MhiiJ8 .. ill t"M ot 
.,...,,., 1114 .,..._ pa••• s- ,_ L• sat 841 

I 



Ttc:lini0'118 an4 ~ .,.,_ ,.,. • .. the n .. 

1uol4, r-1'111, nUoodo-W SW&Nnllatlicla 111r b tJaoet w-. 
Oebinefl - •l>iir1 who ha4 Jut ra~ t~ a "fllll' M th& HM111l11ao 

J!ut the tlii'DM' atle&l w01111Dr llDd .... tiUJ or a.. 414 no' 3o1n ltl 

ltlo .. lther 4i4 tl• a-..1+• 5 1tl 1171110 Jill llo 

Anotlbar r~ o.-' a - iDftlwele toe. Fw ar 

eeore1a17 or Oanwal'OI nobel-11 Patlt~e• aan • • p-~-.cs ~ ouo tfll' 

tht Aaer1Dilll la'oo aa! otoel. IMtltntte., or -.ttJ.& he sa ,....ldlllte 

Jle N04 halt~ !'rom hla peoepue« e~~p;aa,a~ o t liall mhJaactln8,.... 

1n -..,.. t hat O:lt1re~ ~ the men•ns, -.tis- solziS baolr to 

eol'Nft h1meo1!1 ooneUa~o noto S.-t111'7 Pu1ldDa eHIIPO"' ~ 

bell' pnpal'&d GPMtb, ontU.~ r0U'1'0111-lna ua ....,, but onv halW. 

!lot' 'f01oe oould b& l• ord ~t tJbe bla eu6illcd•, SU.. 

pi'&.S.•1foc*'D.; ~t 10 oeul4 ~~ be hea1'Cl Otl .. ~· -~~ 

Jun 5 .... 

l'ctwpa U-... eole~ 't:he 1••• 'll'blab-. HOI'Gb1zl(;11 tlat 

oa1:lMd t-.lont t;o 1'101:1 hla bll14 h•4 "1th 1ta 1'211 ot ..... ICIINII lOIII .. 

a.s., all <lul'·ID(5 ..._'-7 l'w' '•'• PN_..tllOD at .._- hi'-

•• a. ~t 1tte s; a 1 ~ ..& 

- allahtl~ peJSDI ..._ bat&' ot till a.-'-r or -.lie. ...;.s.aet 
-letlene4 DO stle llaDJt4. dthouab OM·- ,lllallr auar_ Wltb 1.clatl 

aln oea. !rho had on snottar r- bl...sr •- ,..,., ID4 1\ &a notl a 

~. ltl bas. llUI'CIW taota buue4- •• - .,.. es... 
'Die noel L s "'' wu •• .. ..-.• ....... ''- ,.. ~~-. .... + tOI' ••• • Jla4 ..... liMa ..... "" ........ 

\ . -·-· ., ..... 

.. - -



..,_ l•Oare hlld el' "t!T W to wltlllt&• -t.r .,.....,.a 
"opeu llhOp" O!'OVUS.oo ot the o<m tiWJ' •l'O)>lllll 'beeauM A4!alnia•tcll' 
~ e. ~. ~1 c-1 ow.l4 n. nstt.t ua. 8114 s ... ~ 
.l'll'tdDa would atand i'ar no I!IOdU1oatS.cm or lll•lUS.UCID ot ~ atlatutle', 

ua.tna her r•w.t.'Y ""~• S...lilll'7 ''edlilla "-'*" ta• 
tble wol'k of tl'llt e tae1 I.Ditua_,. iD eli•'MtiiiS aoos.tllmM 11114 '" I ••• 
aD4 tol4 t11em0 1n et't'eot0 1lhef oou1d o11ldnatle J.lweourl'J 11114 1011 Ur• 

ln8 ••Jllla • s.r tiW)' uae<~ "•t.r ~ma. 
:\!WI bold )W. - '110&11 10 4eJII Wltih1N11 a ~;r of .-.. Nl4 tn 

- day 'l rt0 on rl ple~ 1'or oaa daJ ot ... , 1n ..-. 

.'olilt.tna out ~~~ ..... 1')' ·~ ....... sa tlw 111 lA :; :Ill 
41atrlota u l~~~ter t1111n the no-ra~ ot tne ...,_ Nile• tw loat, 
at. Mit, "'l'hU u not "'--lzls p.ll'fiNalziS .,_, Ill 11 ,....)¥ tlw ,.... 
poUWJ or at.rlna the •an end cUvSA.ias -.... _,.. t:tr~-• he~ 
1n pratantinG rt.latre .. , wu not able to I! JAM ~ 11114 at-. 
late rn1w1 pl'Soto to -ow-at ot tl'llt RIN¥41 Alf/k• 

f>l'llt ~11114 the 1nau.t1PJ tor i4111JNIIIS W eW•• 1:M .,._ 
._ or lp71n(; em OM -nottwr1a ~ .... -., - "buaiDNa tiJ'' ,.•, 

• • abe •lW lt- and propoaed ttiR lt 11M elJnSDatle "ll~ ...... -.s. ••" the ace~ ~ as;, not .. , bt wa aT' ..,. J-t • 
h MnU.e lnlluabJ 41c'l not ~ the ..._.,. 1a11 ..,..,..• ...._., ,.. 

t!ut ""l'J11W!G 11 ~~~ ~ JD w- ta u••• '- .,..._ 
w,..s t on '"beatna 1101nta• 11 to ~ brllllllilbt lntiO ttl! .-.1 ~IDeo AD 
..-pel"t on l.llbor •II'P"-se WUl tell ell atlont tlhlt:e 

o.n • .raa-~ •Ue - ll oll oA o • JdltSIIl ':::J"! Aid t11a bt" 

.. J'k ..... ~~laG~ •1"' I'll tha •• u,.,. the brSIIIt 
~S..l·r~ta ero.5 JD !tie ~q~-S. Ia the l 1 tot the •-.,••• 

~··· .• 
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August 261 1933 

Dear Rubyl 

~&ty thanks for your letter. 
It you are up in ~tis Ticinity be sure 
to let me· know. I will :lee your part 
or the vreso at ony time. 'Ire are 
haTing a ,~1cn1o for nll the n-spaper 
fraternity J.io dn:y 1;ight <: t 6 o ' clock, 
and 1f t he weather, which has beeo per­
fectly excor1able , will a llow you, do 
come and bring your family dth you. 

On the 31st we will nll be leaTin11 
so pl ea se co~e before that. 

Arteotionately, 

Miss Ruby Black 
Rm . 824 
National Press Building 
Washington DC 

-
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Tl(l,.IPHOHI 
OIITI'UCT 70J .• 

, 

Dear ~rs . Roosevelt! 

RUBY A. Bl.ACK 
JlilU:UIWUUU<NII~ 

WASMJHOfON. P· c:.. 
824 lla t/.onol roes Bldg. 

, 

December 7 , 1933, 

I thought t he attached note from one or my edi tors 
would i nterest you, 

With my collaboration, a reporter who hos been work­
ing for me wrote a series of six articles about the Wugwall bill 
and sent it to all my papers, I have seen none of tho articles 
printed eo for in any of the eight papers, but this 1a tho only 
reply I have had, 

Somo timo ogo I asked you i f you coul d como some 
evening this winter to a meetina of tho liat1onal Cop1tol Cbapter 
ot Theta Signa Phi, na tional honorary and professional !faternity 
tor wooen in journalism. ne usually meet at some mot~ber s home 
every third 'l'Ue a day n.1ght,. but 1t you can rind a time to coma , 
we wil l 1noet any night of the week, · any woek, I hopod you could 
come to a meeting o t my house , I wish it ~ould be When Hick ia 
in town, eo she could come too. I 'd l1ko ommit to come with you, 
also . 

l.taybe you can find some evening during .Lont , Any 
time you aay will suit mo and tho rest of tho girla , Among tho 
members here are Oeno, Ruth Finney, Josephine Hemphill of the 
Agricul ture Department information service·, Who is now comi ng to 
your contoroncoa , Flora Orr , IJertho Dalrymple , and a lot or 
others , 

I ahall novor forget , of courso , tho grand time I 
had a t \•arm Springs and g oing end coming , and I'll probably be 
telling my grondchiidren about it sometime, 



/ 

Ar\lolA Wo. 1 , . ., ~ . .. . ,.. .. t ~ • .. • ,.. 

e~j~ R~1~~~ ~-!~~~ r J.;:~~r~!: C':} ~!~~ ~ ~~- ': ~ ~ '-~=·~ :~~ ~.J : · -~- : .". ~ ~g~:.:~;~~ ~ 
o.n :~Q Clc. .; .;-";co.z.;tt~. n,J t\.rn - :..1n : l ~::t:r ;;! .:;.. .... :l ... r : .. .-!: .... :ut 
:t~ r r__.tqr t c ....G !t V'!;. r:,~- ·/..JrJ !"• t r.o r : L.:-:-. C~v:!:=o : : - 1c t ... t;n ... t O 
\:1 by o. ?. ... .A. f- r- T·-~ ... ~ ,j,l. ~.:. 'r ... :-:ct \...3:n-:. t:._:.; ~.-.:- ! ... ~ . ;. • ., . ~ . 

BDI'lOR'B ll0'3a ~ toU.ill& ia h tu.t ~ a oerao 
er anlolao osplab1JI& tbl propooect .­
J'D04 ad ~ U\ ad uplamlDg tbo 
o1MNa ropo1 U4 bT tbo ~t ot 
.tcrloal taro ...s.r t1» pra .. m llnr•. 

) 



1CI..I"HOH" 
CM.tiUC:T 70J"t 

RUBY A. BLACK aazu-•=­
w••""'"'G"o". o. e. 

824 llotional l'ress Dldt>o 

Pobr~ary 3 , 1934, 
Door Mrs , Roosevelt: 

I hope that you con find time durins Lent t<! cooo to my houoe to a meeting or tho ;lot i onol Capitol Alunno Choptor of Theta Sigmo Phi , about which I spolco to you some t1mo sao. I think Bona is tho only one of tho"bunch"YP..U know who does not belong, ond I ' ll ask h er to come along, Ibere will be s01:10 you do not know who would like very much to know you, 

Tom1o , 
If Hick should be here , I'd like her to como, too , ond 

Any night, ony week, wi ll be fino VJ ith all of us , 
1 still hope that you nill be able to be ot our not1onnl convention 1n Indianapolis any time duriOG June 21- 23 incluoivo , Tho melOlbOl':J Bl'O tol'l'ibly anxious to Jmow you , ond I think knovting ou would make better nonspaper wccen and magazine m•iters of all or than, I enclose o list of the octive and alunna chapters so you will know how well the country will bo represented, 

I keep hoar ina tho t you ere go ins to i'uerto IUeo soon, I hope it is true , and tho t you ond the United l'ress will let me go with you , Tho United Presa acoma more than vt1111ng, at the moment. 

Governor 171nnhip 's inaugural nddress eo <>mod to mo p model or tact , d1plomooy, and subtletyt with eomo points, other thon those , "h1oh made me cheer loudly, Ana the appo1ntztent of Ur . Pad1n -- the roeppoinbnent , I c ean -- as oommiaoioner or eduention cooplotes the repudiation or Ur . Gore and the restoration or eonity. 

Yours with love, 

... 

• 

------------~------------------- , 



0 EC EM1l Ell lll33 
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·THETA SIGMA PHI 
National Honol'llry and Prof.,..ionol Fntgmity for Women in Journalism 

FOUNDED APRIL 3. 11109, AT TltE UNIVERSITY OF WASIUNCTON fou.nd~l'1: HILDf lt08S L.AH'n, 'lt.AHtKI M AC:C, Ceof!C tNA MAC:DOUCAU. DAVUJ1 JtACUU. MAUHA.U. 'RM.IW., Ot.IVI" W.AtJCJ.W.AH, trU.CH C:UVQ HUI'fft-a and lJl.EN& aQMMUYU.l.& DVaJUW: 

06;c~u: (I) U,..ttf-e ha th.t ~of good fcUoVItMp 
coU~g~ .. tNfntd wo'"'" ~irher tngngin{J OT J"IJ'J)oring Co 
tf'OOQt f" fht PTO/fiNn of jO\l'l"l'l4lirm. 

(Z) Cott.fnri."ff Aowr VPG'I' '"""._ w.\o dilrillpWa tA.-m.schH.I ia JovnwdUa, ft1An ._. vUffVN.chustu cw 
<prof~uWMl•. 

(,) AceompU.thitt.g dc/in1fe ochteu.mmu u an 
oruonilalion tn rht field of l~tt•r• tofcul4tcd to TOitt 
the ttcll'dGrd of jovrul..,m. to improve tAt \OO'rlci.."" 
~iriou #M tHtflt1l of chc prof...,_, oacl eo iupiu 
tAt fn41Nuo1 to ~eorcr t60f1.. 

-PteambJe to the ConrtJiuUon. 
NATIONAL OFF1C£RS 

Pro.lci........Ciadys Wbldoy Htndonon, 40S W. l,th, ,.,._.........c.o,..u.a Mo<Douaoll Davis, 2:301 W. Po-Apl C. Austin., Te-n. t'i&, Spokant , Wash. Vtc~-Pr.rtkftnt-Allu•nda A. Thomes, Wtarden't~ R••l· Editor of Till MAnax- N'aomJ Buck, 222 St. Lottl.s denee, Ohio Sta'- PtmJtenU.ry, Columbus. Ohio SLreet. Edwt~.rdsvil.le, ll1. So...a.,- Dorolh.. Lohoa ~el, 1612 E. 81h St., O.,.olz......c.n.l.., Slr<l<k S..,..rd, 486 Eu\ Bi& Kansas Chy. Mo. 
1 Bend Road, Webs~r CrovC's, Mo, Rtgl.tter Adv'tcr-Kalh.ryn Shattuc:lc, Room •oo. 1020 Mc:Gec St .• Karua.• City, Mo. 

MA"""' Table Committeo, Horrl•U Dally Collina, CMI""""• 2310 ,...._,, &od, Colwnbua, Ohio 

A('T'fyt CHoU'n:& UC'IIT.UIU 

.u..rttA--(~.-.. ~~~ ....... ......... ~ ....... 
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"';;tl"f.~~)-a.ttr &. H~ ttr a. 

·--(::::&c., ..... rt- -..n. o.a 0.... ..... 
IIQWA-,(O.PM• ~)--(t«<WIM P.,-.11, Hll ,. <'...-a xac: , , .. 

O_t.I~OA-lfe!!":f-~••,:!v)-A1...-. ClriMr, U 
\hint FW«:Jit•nM~. 11. Y, 

•UNA AUtiA-(~ el ewu..t.)-nw­
........ U•J~ 

-'"'"' acTA - ~.,,,_,,,.... Wntolt1)- ,\Jine Ct..n. ,,. r-~:n.r ... -m. 
,\.U'IfA CAJ.IWA-~IU V.IJt~)-AIIo• Clft~, 

Jltt ..,. Ant'~~ ... 
AU'fi.A OU.T-CC:.._.. ~ r_ Kill\ 

Cto!Wtt ' • ~;:--
AI.I'H.A l.l'tlLOIII-~L-.~u.)-<WMiat W•11•, .,._ ""l:l... -.!-. '1"n, 

AI.IIIA UTA-('W•....... tw• ~JC7',_..., ......... , edt' ••. ,.. ..... , « ... 
"""'"" rr-~~..!11>-L~··•,.. t.~ e. Lu;,u, CW Ow.., t-IIJt. Ouo. 
Alll!lA T•n~~ !( ww..,)-.M.f,.,.. .._'",,... .. ~ ........... 
ALI'HA 101'A-_{I~t .. ~~~,)-rto"'oo W~, 

II II···- ~.;;;.i ......... 
AVtl4 IUPPA-U..., .... hM !.~ ..... ...... ._. .. ............. -..:-
~~..: .. ~~.-:.:!!W:'..:LU.t)-0...,... 
""'"" wv--c.......,. .,.,......, ~......&qo)-11-.... ~ ,., ..... ,.,.. '(;;.. 
......,. •• IIV--C~ ...... w..w ,....,. •r~e~, u .. w.~ T 'n .. 

Al.,U 11-~~C::C .. tslo)-~ o-,_, .............. .._... 
AlltlA ow~~....,.,.......,.~ 
o\l.I"'IA tt-<Tqc,t l!eM (~Jft ~,............ ... Mltl'tq

0 
C. I. A, ._,....., .,........ Tu, 

A.LnlA uo-t'ift r:'f"'.,,....c'- CIW...._ •m ...... . .... ;;:-c..,. 
""""" IIC¥4-rr.lr ~,.......... . .... .,., ,... ._ ..... n~e.. 

'lA~- ........ IIU • '""ill If 1s-t. ........ ... w ....... .. o-e, ....._ ....... lr. Y. .. . ........... tltl .... 
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Prom me to you with love . 

It'a on page 11, continued to pego 33. 
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Ed it o r & P uldiJit~r for February 10 , 1934 II 

'NEW DEAL' FOR NEWS WOMEN IN CAPITAL 
Mrs. Roosevelt's Preas Conferences, Exclusively for Women, Have Brought New Jobs, Increased 

Pay, and Raised Writers' Status Generally- Tea Pouring Items Give Way to Big News 

T H ~ unpr«:edtt~ttd idea of h4vioa: 
two floC'WS PttsonaJitit>S i" tht Wbit.t 

HO\I.S('--INJl and wtfe both c:Onccrntd 
with pubhc affatr-s-.still hu Wa.sh;ug­
""'' slightly grogg:y-or1~ rmybc--..... agog. 
A~·w·ay, by Qraee of ~leanor KOOSC· 

'dt, tt bll.S happened. The: Presi'l.lent't 
wire thinlu an4 dots 1h1ngs., aid.$ the 
Pr«idtn1 in many way$ oth<:r than 
pouring the tQ, and is an imporum 
i;acto r in hununitiog t~ New Ot<ll. 

).torto,·tr. in so doing, sbe: hb 
brought a ~tw Dnl 10 the newspaptt 
womtn of the natioru.l apiUIIJ. Sbc: 
brought jobs to jobless newspaper wo· 
men, r-aises 10 .wme who ~d bttn 
poorly p;aid, r«egnition to th0c: who 
r~ b«n sho\C'd off in a corner, • tllnu· 
lid to C\'<:r-y one: wbo roes to ttc-.r 
\\'ttkly preu confttt'1K'e:s, who watc-btl 
htr bring vital, s.ome'lirnn uark. re-al­
it.) into ocherwi.ie- politdy suporrficial 
functions or dull m«ting ,. 

The: ~st SlOf'Y of Monday, ) ln. 29. 
(llfllc from Mu. Rook~~lt's preu con· 
ir:renct', editors s.ay. Tha.t was the 
uory of t~ policy of the White H<>uk 
Cll the ien"lnJ; or liq_uor there dtu 
tht: r ~pr:al of ~rohibiuon in the l)i ~· 
tri<'t of Columbt:a.. 

\\'r: had IU.ked Mn. Roo~rnh about 
thi~o, and the hid told u~ abc .... ·ould 
.1rh·e: u.t. a ilate:ment when the bw w:a.1 
approwd by the: Pruidmt, u she had 
done whtn brt:t was legalitcd. At pre-.» 
c:on(rrencc- on jan. 2J, it appeared that 
tfw: Prnidc:m tn 'ght ~oign tltc bill that 
d:a.). :md it "b ~ouuc:strd tMt she 
tmght hold a. sr>«ial p.ren con(er~)« 
1~ uoll "'' aloout it. 

"I'll call him and ~oec: - ·hen he i-s ~o· 
lne; to sian it. arid th~1 v.c'tl '"abOut 
•ht •P«ial l•tcs~ confa"t:ht't," J.1 n. 
Rook \'eh t.aid. Sht left the prrb con· 
(Hence to t;alk .... ·ith him, atiCI, on rr­
turnint~ . reponed that hr h.W sald he 
\UJHtd nothtnl!: g i \'t'lt uut about tht 
\\'bite II oust polky wu~llt<r «Mtfcren« 
the: coming Monday. 

.·\her \\'thad arrh·cd J.looday, Ray. 
mund .\hur, chtc-r UJh<-r, aa"c: us a 
5 line stalemcnt s.;)ing that wine would 
I~ Knt'd. Amenc:u1 v.lnts ~"II: ,:;i~c:n 
t•rrftn·no:c, buJ 110 di>u lkd liquor. 

\\'c wnc luld IQ huld 1111• I,Jnlll the 
ronfnnJtt h:.d nKI«<. lmt Oltt WC tC:1Y 
nbtvr. lloiJI unch~r,l:tndu\C th• ~o., tlUU· 
aa.:C"d tu );tt ~"'~)' at~d tdc-pi'~Co~K' ,, to 
Iter uiTI<C' \\hru lkt.~ Fnrn101n o( dlt" 
.\~\.C~I;~t«l ! •r_.,~~ :md l •. o t. ~~~ ~·nit«! 

By RUBY A. BLACK 
munC'd, 10 \\Ork. aud the pouibil1l)'. in 
:.n emcrgt'tlC:)', thou lUI) persOn, male 
tlr female. nurnt'd or unm.a.rnC'd, with 
Qlb(r mtan• of •uppon. misht ei,•c hi$ 
Jo\1 ro ~•'10-th<'r. or snare 11 \\tth an· 
other, who ll«dc:d it more:. 

E\t-n thou, however, w<u a fo~ v.at 
horn wh.at b.appc:rl'rd on Ja.n. 15, v.-hr:n 

mg legit.bth't o r adminiwati\' t poli(ia,. 
Mrs. ROOtt\~lfs importance in the 

aclmmi"r.uion hu not )'tt b«n fully 
rcali7«< by t~ .... ho rcht the n<'\\-~ 
Sl~e" htr&c:lf trits 10 tTUnitmlC it. M r)., 
Roosc:vdt's oa<: passion i.s human bein,gs 
and tMir happulrss., «>tnron. and k· 
('unty. The: adminUtra.tion bu nu.ny 

C.luin are 111 1 p remium ~nd in(orm•1it)' i• the order o f tbe d.t-,· wbeo the more 
th•n 11 •eorf' of ne"'•P:.Pf'r ... e~men !::li ther fflr lUra. Rook''th't "''«'kl7 pTn• eon­
fcrrtlf'lf! eub Monday morninc. Tbi• pbocoa:npb ahowt We firtt of tbe r in:l 

Lad y'• oronf,.r ton«-• lbonlr :.fter tbe inau&uration ll'l't ftbreb. 

:\lrJ. Roost,eh'• old f riend, .!lh» )b,f\· 
~1. IHw~n. du«tor of 1hc wom('llt. 
di\lSJOn Of the 0\·niOCUht :XIIti<lftal 
Committ«. \lob pre:.ent 11.1 thr prr~· 
('()flfc.rmct'. Mi§' Ocw-son. btforr MM. 
Roo&c:,·elt 'bt'gan hfT l"'rt of thr ton· 
frrmce. hanekd. (lut a •t:Ltrnknt irom 
the N-1~1 committ<-e Ofl tht' nrw S.Ct• 
up of the Y.Ontt'T1's Dt'Mela'atic ol'l!an· 
ilall()fl and 1hro :.u•"ertd quc-•ti011' 
:.bout it. 

Shr adn~in('C) u11dc:r QuntionitiJ!: by 
f:ku Ferman, tl~t il v.;u the: M~in~t 
gun" of the 'AOm('ll·~ bti~a~c m thr 
l""'""" Cc~ngtU\lOI'UI Nul~. 

~'"'· l.tt'!O'ot"\·~h ut )llt'm durir~~: ~~~ 
u( .\1 j,~ fltY. '>On'• CXJolafl.:.lt ion, but fl«a· 
..... ualll· ..Jilt' thrc\lo· in " ('Oinmc-nz • .1n 
~·1'~.~~"!~!1~~~ !loth ·''" ~~.(\'(lt 

ao:th:.it.i~ delinitcly affc:ttiJl8 thls domi· 
nantl 1ntuo1 of hrrt.: Hu ltnowlcdt;c­
of lhi, country ~nd rht PtOfllc who liYt 
fn it is ext(11Jilt and inlcn.Sn"t. pr.~y 
UMXQe:Jlcd. 

The-refore:, Wtr is ('(II'I!Uitcd by rnanr 
gO\'r-mmcnr off M:i11t.. Her .suuc•tionJ 
arc s,:ratdully r«rin·d, a.nd m~ny or 
1hnn fl:a,·r b«omr rc:~li1in. She is 
c ;orcful to pOint 0:11 that 1ht mcrdy 
C'O'l!)(f".11trs with ofhriah. 1ha.t 'he ~ 
ti(K aut.l r:uul(K ditro 

!'urplw f:t.nu rr•.dt..-h :~rr hru1e (t'IJ 
lr.> 1114' htlllltt)' m~tDII ,,( hti"..l. ck-<u~ cd 
~~~~~ 'he a,_,kt'd :~ co,rrnnM"nl nfftr:al 
a q~.ttsiM>n. Stnnckd """""' in \\'Hir 
\ 'if~tin~ arc about'" mrl\t' in1o foOfm". 
nuh plun'lbiflt, d«1rit"1ty. and "a bed 
r~ ... ~\~ry ~., c;,( the- bmih ... ll~ 

talking aDd bcina capcd .11 by tourifU 
whfl~ v.-e •-ait. '!'heft a.n gshcf opms 
tht iron plt$ to the {Of"tN_I min.-ay, 
and Y.t :~II go vp the stain, do..-" dw: 
lone K<'OCICI·Boor cOtTidor. atOU*Id a 
.a«'n, :~nd lruo tht bricbt room Mn.. 
Rook,dt bu arnnacd at the E.ut ~ 
for momin,a con.fc:tCIICts, small aftU­

tiOOO ICU aod '\C thiftgt.. 
After •·e a«: all ia.. Mn. Roo.e-vdt 

usmlly a11cn from hc:t •tudy, with bc:t 
5c:Crt'WY, MaJ,.ina 1'bom9tcn Sbc 
sbakd Ju..n.U with co.·ery one tbc-re every 
time. Sbc sit" on a tc««. with lot M 
~pten beside her, &nd when we 
J..a. ~ 6lkd :all the c;:Nrrs and the: :a.rms 
of chain, the rest si\ on tbc Boor-. Oa 
Monday, Jan. 29, ~ vuicd the pro­
cedure by bC'i"' there ••bc:o wt arri\'td. 

For u leut u bout. the Queitioniac 
r.ocs oo, t.bc d.U.euisioa of itvwmc:~c 
toplo. Ml't. ROCM'o·clt't. own &MOuntle­
ma:tts. Oftm ~ tells us ~ 
whic:h hu amw.ed her. Son.uimes ihe 
r~ from some: of bet tboctsarxb of 
Jcne:rs wbkh al,·c intima.tc and often 
t<..eanotoqueez-ma picturt$ ol life in this 
counu,-.'"oft liM: ru:ord."' like rmadt 
t'l~ of •·N.t • MYt. We arc DOt JUPt 
PQk(l to QI.M)(<: from btr du-ectty urtku 
'he authoritts it. aacl Miu 'TbocQptoa 
rt.acb back tbc: lf"aa)Q"IPI for OJ U.t 
c:Oedt · ·ith out QOtd, 

Adrnluion to .\ln, ROOK\·eh'• confu· 
~.us mllit be: obuiined through St~ 
T . Early, lht Pr~ic:knt's prm t«ft'" 
a.ry. 

St-t·cnl llmti M f). Rooa.t,·eh tw bdd 
joim conJercnca -.4th ofl'ic:bl1 doin& 
wor\: in -."'hicb t.hc is inter-otcd. Tbt 
fir~ot ;md mo.a ncubk of tl:xH "''" thc­
jolt\1 coafrrcnce "'•ith S«rcu17 o.f Ubor 
Francn Pe:rkins. a1 wh.ch plan~ for ~ 
camps for l.1ftrllltt'ortd womm ·~e ~q... 

'""' ...... At anothn • .Mrs. ~hry H. RIDUM'). 
cba..itm2n of ll~t. KRA Con.sumtn' Ad· 
'-boer Boan1, dctttibed the: pb.m for 
too.J.Wtlcn' <'Oimty eouncila. 

~( u.. EUm S. W oodvnr4, director of 
v.on~a~.·s .. ork in lht Cin1 Works /.d• 
mit~~HnliM. came 10 OM to ulk a'bcM 
Ci,'ll \\'orks jobt. fot women. 
Pr6tdn~ kOOW:,'clt bu the: prn• men 

INI'II thct t>O'-c:m~n dc:panmmu u hit 
rr~, contcrcnca.. l.lr.b ~elt now 
hu at hers "''Olnttl c:xccuth'd or edi· 
1ori.tl • orktn {rom tl~~t &0\'UI'llllaU 
dc(lat1mn11s • .1nd lhr nc:ws;pr;~p.er ~ 
ut. I(Unllon~ o f thrm 'A'htn M,.. 



loft" Jltow,dl• ... (r'('fllol llou \l..t.o 

)I On- ••ft1Df •• '"" .. CIMrfll t 
di.iW.. or th( Orrnloxnhc: \"~•-1 
Commout.-. ..,;~, prf'KIIt at tlw Pf't'• 
c:on(«tfl(f> Mlu l'k'IUClft. 'hrf.,r~ \h' 
Roose•rh ,_..,n htr ,~,. (If tl't hlft. 
fne.lt't' lloll"""d P"l a )l,.lt rn~or~n """' 
Ilk Nt-.1 t ....... uno on thr '"w )f'l 
.. of tht Wllftllt'l·~ Dmlorntl( etn'll·· 

u.~o~:• .,.,. ,,.... .. ~·"'"' ' ..... ., ...... 
Slw .... tl...-' ~ Cflll"' _., .,. 

8eu Fu..-, thiu " wu tJw • .,.._,. 
run"" eM dw ...,Qmtft.·, broaD 1111 the 
romil:'ll Con~~:r~t.cwul butlc. 

Mr.._ ROOttY(1t ,..,, u lttu dllun• I"'CC'I 
of }h~' O.•.on't C.'l,t.a.n~liQn, but ntc'l• 
,~ul llo!te thrtw m a ('Orlll'll('llt. '" 

nd·•h•f'lllfM'f!& 8Citb )1,... Roo.cottt 
Md•\!,-.1..-~•nc:~rd.a.ltow­

«"'""· Mit • «W:11 ~ Mn. ltoow 
• fir. w ur .-n a. • - .n ., 
\\.,..,. lln• Ot•.,. Aid thalt._ ·~ 
~ntt h.ad lofll lloptd Jor ••• ' " 
(l('IJI'IorahOII aftd "'tff - abotll to 
ulnt\f II, " (IW IIW!Y ttuon .... l n "ecl 
boer tO ·namt tbn:t." }(f .. ROOWYth 

''''C' "" a humorOUitiJ '*00¥11'11 took 
lOt tnt' II!IIJICNk~Wf. afMI )Jh,• OrwtiWI 
..a:od. aftM' a ~ ~' o...nc:r-atlc 
party rrt.llt lw~ • .......... aowt th.r 
~ .. .,.. .. ~--~~,-AI 
.r~ ._,. ~ ,_ •tw.• 
:\ln.. ·~til had btn!l ·~ .... ,. 
.. or!.« lfl Of'CJI'IIP111' !\rw YM\ 'lfl•>ffl('!l 

f.'>tmxrau from 19lZ 01\ 

Ptt•lou'l1, 11 P rt",ilknr't •1ft ll<ttd 
U t ( tilt dOcJ nol ~ l,hat I pohhtfll 
pany t\tMtd. u~ I>Of'"1blt. to to 
on« a ,...ar 10 .. ~ ' '""" br tbt 
~ ol ..,,. ~.""" 
n. .... , ...... Jd...-ar' _w*o.f'Ot 

wlldll IIIIo~ ktll d~ • "'" 
Roow,;tlt\ jlrnt fOIIiH...:n iiiiCI. 

Ttot fb•" 11M *""'"'-"'" ., ·~ ~~ )»I~ fat!'l'l factor-y ,.-oj«U- Wltl'l 
wluth '~ il tle»tly COM«1t4: low·<O" 
boutiNt; "'*I" and joM for v.OIO'Irn 
and equal f"l fQI' f11WI warlc In ~ RA 
~: _wto)t 10 liN! Ci\'"il WOtl.t jobt 

ftll' .""'"" ~piUf". ~ ... *""""' 
~t ~ .. ~; .W-art ft'l'"- •· 
~ntuttotlll <7!1 _,..r,.-; •-

'C#'tt ~,,., --""' .... .... 
.._.. ; •'-""'"' or net ...,...,.. • " bot 
tnllllo,nl on t1w Umtd Suttt f...,bll.uy 
in ~irt R•lhla ~tatl t' all t1wot 'Iii 
iKU lu\t t>r•ll'<ftl'll. 10 00 "" ''" ftrl'lll 

•••·-- ...., .. ,,. al"millc P..t .... 

- -- "' """ H4T bw.-... , 
"" ~ ro-'ll t'J •"CC '"" ~ ..... h•t 

A if I) tll'!fthl\( .tfld i"'l(qio>Yt, ,.w,. 
unucdltd 
~rdOI'II' thl.' It II'Ofl\Uhf'd by nvn~ 

lMtmmm! o4httah l-ltr n:cttttloM 

::!.,.l':!~:~~t.c:t~.t!~ S':! ~! 
'artful •• ~ nut ..... """" ~·· 
~·'" • '" ... lOll ... f"-' ... ..,.. ,_. _. t..,_.,. dirt« 

~ flf'l'l prgd.ct. a~ """'~ W 
to tbt ,..,,. .,,,nd l'f bttn( de'>lrl))fd 
btcauw til. a•lo.nt a 10\tm""'"t o4fi('Al 
a qveuion. ~tnndrd miMn 1n w,,, 
\'iflifli.l 1ft 1boi11 tOn 't(r.'t ~10 homf:" 
• oll\ piumbofW, t'r«tlt\1~ and "'a br4 

!: :_ ~r ,:' • t ,.!!.:!t.: :; 
\ln.R~-~~ ..... 
it« •"""' ,...... • •• • ,_ "'"' ......... 
_, nr1t n."- • ,.__ -:n. .a fx..., to 
• built ""Ill 15/SO:O oi sdi(IC' wor\• 
flmd-11 bK•uw l in. Ront.r\·rlt and 
horr bu~M h1d •ioltf df'l:lll'lll"d "f -h 
a pta" atlld \ ha Ro')(IWYII'h II'OUM nkt 
tht lime to 1 0 to \\'«.1 \·ir1i•u• IIIII 
find a place .. ~ tbhr dreaM C(Mitd 
~ty ~ tflllt ~ thor c...-d 
wor1r lad borora ..,,. '-" ectwr ~ 

n..-- an _., • w. -rr '=­
~~ .,.__, -~ _.,. ot!wn. 
Ortca..iolu.Jiy ~.,... " ,..td Oil 

~~~~11ur'..!'11~ ,::a~:.~~ 
:\ln. ROOM"''' '' l"eJI confcKncr• w, 
ha,·~ wntttn 1hout it, but our MOl'~ 
fitOI t:itbrr If! t!w WU111'bukn Gt Ofl 

tbt - ·· .-n bta- 1111a111 td.w.n 
A;u l.hinli: ilt tQI ~ ;fill (If ~lttft ._.,_. 

-~ wm...,.. "" wOIIOdl ahoM: -
'Theft. ...... Cl'--t ~ -nwah 
tbc ,.,. 1 rm fnw-fllft ,a,,- Or­
c::aWom.n,. 1(16. "'" arc •.:O"PtCL" ., 
"'woop .. (IUrtth·f-1 frOfll .~, tOUfC't 
btta'lM' ) ln R~lt don not nlrt.tt 
\OI'I!t of lwr btu 't()Jt« lwrulf 

The pr~1 C'Ofllc:tll'~ a rt 't''!/ le 
&onnat •"" \a•l a l0t11t l ift!(' SOmt 
1-._ '""'· 11~ 4' f"''f't}'llody II':IW "' th I 
...._.,.nt- tt b~t. 1lory art 
~ .., II a • llcnt..,, Tlw 
_.,., .. -. "liiO.tO .... .. ,., .... 
toi • OIIWI' 4r-c fd.IJ'Irial wort: 1111 ~· 
~· dttJirt i'W'flt\o. (filtt thf- ftot~t 
tloor t~l tht \\lite Hoow 1M lf'l 10 tht 
Crnn Rf\111'11 , •mo\m1 o:illrc41tt and 



"NEW DEAL' FOil WOM[.Af 
W1tJTEltS Uf CAPITAL 
cc,.n.w ""• ,.,.~ tn 

PabUsber'• laterba 
Statemeat 

Fort Wortb Star-Tc.le lfam 

Dally Average Net Paid 
Clrculatioa 

3 MONTiiS ENDING DEC. 31, 1933 

( 

City Zone 

Retail Trading Zone -
All Other 

TOTAL • • • • 

55,580 
24.241 
61,850 

141,671 J 

Gain in 3 Montha ,, 
Dally Averqe Net Paid 
Clrcaladoa AIIC Aad•t 

ta Moatbs EadlacSept. M, 
19~J 

1~1111~ ... .. 

3J 



CM111w ... t l J 

Cain in 3 Month. 

7,885 
Dally A vera1e Net Paid 
Circulation- ABC Andit 

1Z Montba Endln1 Sept. JO, 
19)J 

AVERAGE CIRCULATION 
6 YEARS ENDING SEPT. 30, 1933 

~37,6SS 

A 0 C AIJDfr, Cl""'~t'" ll&16. 
u- ....,.., ,.~ aa, ltJt., l .... n .. ttot"­
n -. tMI• • "'•ttl! Jt. IUI • • IU,.fi,n. ,_, . .. 
U: - ... iu ~bn* II, l tJO, ,lto, I IO, ..Jtof lllla 
11-. ....... ~. IO, IU I ,, I.....,, .th,. 
It -. ........ ...... 10, ltlii .. II1,J1t .. l'tc: liooe 
U: -. ..... ., hilt. M, .,U .. t .U.fM •• tlofll• 

FORT WORTH 
STAR .. TELEGRAM 
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Dear Mrs . lloosovolt 1 

RUBY A . BL.ACK 
X>aJIOIXJ>O)O)O(.Q<IUif«:< 

WA.. HINOTON, 1), C. 
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Do you suppose that while l!1clt ia hern this t i ,.e , 
you anil she ond Tommie could come out fo the Theta Si gmo 
Phi j ournalism !'l•ote1•n.l ty party I went t o 0 ive? I think 
the g irls would l11cA to hear sol'tethlng about t he :'t1et•to 
Rican t rip. 

. .. "' 

I em nlao hopins thut it May be poss ible f'o1~ Luis ' 
IJunoz l:tnrin to have o raul tolk v1ith ~he Pt•ooident while ;~."': 
he 1s here this time • ,!lui• hoe t ho largest foUowing . 
on the island; he repros9nts -- and gul.oeo -- public opinion 
thor e ao no one olse doen . 

He he s be on the only 'lol tt ical leo(tt>r thet•e who hoe 
suppor t ed the i'N>sident 1 a sucu>• ~ol1cy • f t•om tho bee i nn i ng 
on, not hesltntin{l to r i nk h1o J•olit.icol futuro to do so. 
The Republ1c!!na are here , still protesting; t he Socialist 
Res1~ent Commissioner 1a complotely linnd up V11th the 
suuar barons ; even the Governor "fhom the Prea i d<mt 'appoin ted 
1e a till opposed to the measure, aoeo:rd ine t o th is mol'n-
1ng1s paps:r,a . 

Luis, on the other hand , in the foco of the opposi­
tion o r tl>e sugar people • heretof ore the overlords of the 
1slond whom no political le oder dared oppose or an tagoni?.e • 
has lf~pt majority opinion there in fa vor• ot: th" adm i n1.atro ­
t1on measure , oonvtnoin{l 1he peoplo of who t he hil:1oel f 
believes -- that this adm1niat:rot1on foith!\1lly nnd eornently 
vciahea to :rehabilitate Puerto Rico , ond that the job cannot 
be done without some means of oontroll i ne the ausor in<luatry. 
The oolonoa are , for the first t ime, not dominated by the 
centralea, encl they ore aupportin{l the meoeure beoouse Luis 
has kept them informed or the truth. 

Luis has l1kow1ae ma~e a real liberal porty out or the 
Liberal Perty, just o a the resident' has mode a real J, tberal 
and demcioratio party out or the Derllociratio Pot•ty here , lie 
oan do much to aid in the e£feot1veneas of any plon proposed 
tor and by Puerto R1oo . 

- The Pr~dent probably as a joke , oaked me to make 
eome sueaeat1ona obou~ Puer to Rioo . This 1o tho one I oan 
most s 1noerely make • 1n the 1nt.,res te of th" l'reoident, and 
of l'uerto 111oo. 

· You muet hesr 'l!hat Seorotory Wallace sold vlhen the 
auger barons 1<1ere introduced to hl..fu . It 1a pricelesa . 

> ~ 

., 
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cosn•;A:: Ac-;: Al'PL!P.D AS 1:0 ros·mxcr r ou, IJJIAPI'LJED AS r o 
C\l)-1)-J::l'ISAT ION. em: 'l'r !'ARI,L'!ZED , CAl<!: D!1I:ID IJP , lULLS DECAl'ITAT Il:(; 
PARJ~RS . };Ur.!JTV !.IW'I'J: l'Bii C~'"'' CAJ!E WORKERS lJJo-'F.ilPLOYED STARVI'!G S'rOP 
J'ISAD!!Il'TS'~!'!<:!'IOJT ~fl()Jf ',/AS![ J]'~·:on Ol' l 'OLICV IlfrEl!DEJ: TO· DO OPPOS I TE 
- !lAS ACG~LEPA~;m TBE) ~JlDOifSLY C0l 'l'ZHSA'OON PROCESS OF LAST THIP.TY 
~CE/Lns . ( t h:l !': n ·}61't' to •11.: to lJe Nl •HTO l' in rm'le \!Urd , Ae I do no t 
q ui~ l"Vlcrot:q"\ H ,~ ho;;h,ll!l!,; nlth ACCEL3r:ATETI) , CllJ\!':DOll PIAll ··.nrCH 
!'.1'.3 ··::!Oi.Ul0\15 "OPPLA:l Slll'l O<lt AJ,L ~;EOl!(>J!lC AS50CI A'f 101!5 EXCEPT SUGAR 
:·ILLS ·A;'lJ OF SOGIJ\L I'lT ArD P fl;-:RAL l Nl'rlt!S , H1)3P:!JIDJmT l'r.O::SS, Al:D C;; .. -r.H 
!~I~!G tnr:.'•'A: ! -· ~J~A.'1tY Ul.:LA\'l:D 'lllt!L}; ~·rr; HILLS ':'I'~l"'!' lniDJ:RlWffi SI'OP I ! nY 
:'A:ID TO lru'JP r:c•. J:'lD:::''CE 11ltiL:·: CP.ITIC JZJ l'<: F~-:T'l '1/ASI!Tl'(;'£01! OF;?I CII\LS 
)'(l}'l C!'!Il'I:•AT, 1 ":•:t,T•:•;:·r,~ wrr !)T ~IIA'fl.OJ! !!JlO·.;x;u•; !'J•PIDLY lnniAJ!J.~r.LE 'T('P 

·I'30 PLE .. m!J'"~" AS r;C"C'P 1-..'J 'Lt.:.!~"' CAl! A110tl'!' IT DTtT T!:HnE ' S DT ~Til:Cr s;~J;s::; 
OF l)1~a€?Antr~ i-:;;.; T'.A"'f.T .. !:""r.('IJt' '.VAS~fT ' !'-~CJr -·~r;'JOHCJiOUT 1-,0Plri.J\T IOU STOP 
·:,-:; :::---'!> Y('ll! ,r;;,4

( ~lADLY IJ' ",/AS!~Jl"C~:'011 . 

( Sit:ncd). l~n:OZ) :!.RJN 

I :-tPd jq· t 1: c t njt_hl. (1ecidc.J to ata~r IUl l:.il Auc . 19 cr 20, 
lnctt.:P<l <'i l ;; r v lnt An~ . l •J J I?~ I lv•rl phv ned . T\70 frien ds , Hcry 
G:.·&sheP P 1Hl I'l'L! ./ Ke;lly . nr1;ived <Jit;h t hcfo r e lA.st to Gl'"3nd. tt-te 
rr .. :· t of th~.· t. h •; r 1 th no . We a re llc vi t1f P. c r f'nd tint j ~.'te \':eco th cr 
l£1 fine , ; nd r ,, ~ .•• ,.., i iocd fl \"e poundtl. nut I feel tltP.t I conltJ ·;;ell 
110 1,.' UI1C"tltc·}' t":'"' rir ..... t.o ny l'dVl"J\ttttC , fln(l it r:rny \)e YClfl'~ before I 
cR.n <~Yor hnvt: l' l,~n!. vncc .. t lon nce.in , \',1\ile I )1C:VCl" oxpect to hcve 
ruc(l fl lP, rv•..:lc>W"' ()ll!mrt.un tty nn thln t'{:;R in. 

I aiJ'.'l ;t do n"~t ~co ,,hp t I r.ould do i f 1 ~··ere l>PCl< in WDoh­
i~,_ . ton, v i t i1 _rntl ,nd t~ln Preoi<hmt. ~wny t e ve n i f 1 could do e nythi n& 
\ .I th ~·on ~1!0l.~,., ! Dut. ln LOhW on r lone vnct:tt i on when I zaa:;e- ret urn, 
ro I Phlil hr'" ' t.o l'.f''tu U!• t hu ., ,h • ).f' lm1'4.l~11 ?fone , t' ncl it y; ill be ::. t rcn"' 
no un . T ,. on t t,o ... •.t. :·.11 tho ~t.rtm: th I Oll¥l. 

P•Jl'h•:·~ I r L•oJ.c co•" l<l r.un<l l'Q • ll Lito infOl'l~' Uon f r on Fuorto 
llico nnd Dot C<>•tl~ r.•,n<l· 11<: nl l tho lni'or' lation from \7nsh-J..nu t on, t o lle•t 
York , I coul<l o~o ::ou H, llyue P•·l'l: on t h e re turn-;'-&a-!fou s o delic;h tfully 
to"l<t J'IO t hc.;.•r11 \:onJ.d be n VIOlCOJH'l' l'h•lre t or J'l'le. Pc'irhpps you did J'l ot ncnn 
fl ~1Clt'm1c f o ,. F lo l' t('l Ricnn t. roublca . t.holl('hl 

I hN\ l•"l'"'l thot h:r t l>lo tlnt: ~.l'lc re 1'/0ulo be a fir~t-1'1\te 
r.lt t e f of tho new t nnnln J· blll' a a.u rtho wo u.ld be the oenter f o r s nch qncn~4-a 
tlo>t·o~ In C'rnt. , J hN\ h r.Pt'd t.h,..t ~rucnt . Grttonine l'ltto unde r ncrJ oua 
Ct•noido r nt.lu.n , r.tiH' I ;;uow of no ono Y:ho could equA.l him in nndero tflndinc 
onrl intfllli :~once Jn t l'J, t !loot, ' 



• 

•I ... 

'!'he Prcnidnnt • o n~echt::s flcroc:, t~(;: c ontin'"nt.! rv~ 
I t io in~crc:·ttu~ to hr.vc c Prcr ident vlto dooa ;:ll t l'im' 
1..1! in!_S in 0. eO~!,...i·o,;oion ol el ection f eC J" . I ~. (''II Jtiu 
"!'ecc h l.l th !"• t·tic lcr iutereot , 

1.1::-a . P\•)·lct.t• i & t.:Olllt: to c ivc, " 
t'1c Pre s i dent ll uoyhood on ,qllMllObE:llo 
u .. xt We clre cday nic;ll t .. -, no l iHJrsdny . 
intere ot . 

tnllc, ~d lll lt. \,~ul:'n "t i des , on 
fol' tJ.c vuTliJ C ll nf tltu 1 iorary 
I ru.1 l ool(J ll.:." to.· 1.: 1'<1 to i t r. i lh 

I Vol;O tv 
no thin~ umli no , 
i ~ ~o il• . t o u n~: 

1\. Gtot•l Co>t• tit" UP t•uont Cru .• ;>olwllo , I h •l' o•, I !;t•i d 
I th in!: 11 o t. I tl o~ n ' t l:lo0\1 • .. hen -- <.>)' .~ t.,th<ll' - - tb: UP 

it . 

I fe~l in tho cl trk 6.uout t:.,, P•tcrt<.> R1.ct .o 1.! L •> Liull u e:cr liCe 
tit i s !-s t l.\l t'irot \•Old I ht..v c hn.U, ... zcc;1•L \.Lr t I lttv ... .-\.: tl in th\: }; .Y. 
Tit•~ :;, '-"tl th•·t ic. v u1·;; 11: iled , 

I Ol J ~Ol.J'/ to :.1.·n ,1l,l.,. Jvtl un .;,1lh Y~ Cl .itu: , r . \: r.Ol" l'Y I \,, otc 
:;•tc !! r l o n•.; lcttur. 

\71th I'Hch l ove , 

• ·~~~~.-~.-----~--------~----~----------~---------- 1 -· 



1'1&.c:~H0HI 
Ol.'f!UC1' 10U 

\RUBY A. BLAC'5..-~ 
UbaU 'O'a"Z UrcfiiUZ 

WASKI.H01'0H:. 0. C. 

O:N lf···t 1onnJ. PrHBS l.ll<l:; . 

~-ncust 26, 11134. 

I) 0 
Dear L!rs , lloosevolt: 

\le orl' lvet'\ hone ut 10 :20 ~l .ll . Unttu•chty nL!!ht , &s we did not atert r,.,,aa lie,:• Y2t-•k UHt11 noon . 1\ll tno \Jell . 'J'he 1mpl'0V6M&nts tO tl\e house l:oolc C l'OOdo )'01' tho l'il'Dt. t.!.Jt& in yearu, I dlo'l not cntch o cold eithe1• thor inc •H· l'CI;m•nin..; frohl ~l oe vflcst.lr.n . So it nunt hr•ve be~n o Cf')!l!lloto !l \JCceoo. 

l h•1d l1mch VJ!th TJA~a , r,ono , t'nt•y ,.n"rnrdoy , ,..\•in1t t•ed -.oll,ut , ont\ '!1t•t,;1n1o ,,rlce ~·o~t<"rrlr:t • The; f1J't> noll , hut bu~y . Pur-hopa you Jtno.·t th11t i..nt"'thu :;tJ.•ayer huB l.H>4n oi ct~: J'or- obout two mon ths . l hove noL s eon her oince l rcturnnd, but she is back o t \IOrk, slthou(lh not well yet . 3ho hos Sllffot•ecl f1•cr.o v&t•io.oae veins for yeoro , nnd n don tor 11~ole o M tn tol«t ln t1·•·· t.r·•onts, cnuoln(; her to be ln bed for six- YJ c~ks . 

I lttPtO :Juot vtired TotflJI'I \6 Mtl-" l n ~ thr•t shn l'Wil ne aomo biocre!tllee l Motorial 6bcut :you, as I hr·ve to r.rtto o colmm or two about your l:lfH for the Hn lted !'rena f;t l oa , oonll I could find little e.xce:>., 1•eeent stuff in l1Y files , I ••nnt to 'cnt 1t done before Dot coos on her vacotion nP..xt r. eok, 

Your letter ,~ove 110 f")"06t joy, I !:not• , ot: courue9 t hat you woul•l notflike onybody "ho did not; fool 1'roe, r•n<1 I 11vulc\ not like onybody who clid not won~ mo to feol fr~o , ond I 1•n<lerstond t'erfectly thnt you coulrl not be !'1•eo unloes you knol'l tk t ne ore, 
I woo sorry not to c;nt to lfo l-rau, as I should hnve loved to see the cotteee anti tho shQp q;• in. !lut I conlcl not c et th&l'O A!'ter ntert1n.; lnt" fr·on llock!>Ort , und the nro.xt d o:y I could ea sily cot to '''Y o1ster- in-l<•W 1 e , I hod two reati'nl 'r.d stlnub tine clays \11th the llrneot Gruen1nes o t lloclq>art , '"'one , , nh!.ch brolce the journoy booutli'ully. "erb anet tne ln ' 'ow Yorlc, 

Jnne eontinueo to osk, ,., all , \th&re 1s llerP.lllC Covo? Beck ot Compobello?" 

I lout! tm nncom•o31n~: but not conolusi•:c tn lk on t he oo lu:om 1dou with United l'r eoc oi'fic1ols 1n ••o11 York . 'J.'Yio oJ' the men "ho etoould be consulted tl&T''I out of to11n , tut I c111 ~otne to write sotne snmpl oo When I 30t oottled dOYin , nnd rmhm.\1. t hem tor omn1derot1on in llov• York , 

end 
can 

Lot me thank you oco1n fo1• o porfoot vecotion mcrvelnuo enjoyment end onp~rent.ly COMplo t" r"otorn t1on , ! )lordly \101t to aeo you, hOilevos•, 

Yours <1nvotoclly1 ~ 



S..pteabor s, 19M 

D&&r t;ulv a-

' · I :.a gllid tbat the biogru,My i s wbat 
you n&.nt..d . It ie nry 6kdtob,y, but it ia 
thu beat I could do. 

l certainly .. ould lOTe to have 501118 

o r your blue berr)' J ellT - ·:ven though it 
Jib¥ add an extN i!lcb to tq girth. 

I lulew tbat you tiOuld enjoy Cc.ulpc>­
bollo, I lond enr)' aocOIId or tbo tt- I 
••• there. lira . O..acb tall& .., that you 
are l uok.i.ni ~. 

Very ai!lceN.I,y your a, 

lliss Ruby Blavk 
824 National Press Building 
Washington D. C. 

I 

I 
) 



TCL« , HOfU: 
Ol a"TIUC T 7039 

RUBY A. BLACK 
IMIAIC~~~JUttz.QlN<E 

WA-IHLNOTOH, D, C.. 

\/)Hill ! (lOt hone l ost ni~ht , ai'l;Or J. ho-1 ':ll!'od 

:JOU f or blO{!l' Aphlcnl rll) te r la l , !. .!'ouncl yOUl' lo ttOl' Ill L!. t:ho 

·' 

r.~ntertal nhich I )iofl !lroviously cosnclly n<ml;1onotl tl\ .1•s . l.oo!.::fl\·olt 

tl>et I needed . I 1-tr•<l not rnoll.zecl thot she "onl<l hnvo l.t so:1t 

to me , oncl that just t•roves thut, o.von yet , I \11\<IClro"tlomtu J.or. 

The vocntion '1'1113 tnoro Al ouo , nnt1 1:~10 ounor,ts 

were evon more t;lot•l.nuu t;hon you h11r1 inrlioo tecl . It ci tel oom•c r01· 

me t hon onythl.n~ olao could Ju v o done, for :C lm•'ll l tOII ,1 nat how 

exllous ted I 170S o Dld I tell ;~ou t hat "Y cook o1odo lola1 or grnncl 

blunber>•y j elly !'r om the "bnck yord11 ? lloul cl you lilw uo11o fo1• b renlr­

fsst \?hen Yl'U oono boolc7 

Tho not•.rlol>u>s j\l!lt \1hnt I unntntl , t'or it uo s 

thA lcln<l of s turr \lhl.ch won ohntmt: frnl'l "Y f11os . I h-ve n foot ond 

a 1 r.lt' o:' l'llAR obout hnr , bnt , o I!Om·:.o , tho llrtrt•lnl '" then tol l 

mostly of her octlvltlos o!' the l ost y er.r oncl o hnl ~. 

I hope you con co1:1e ou~ J'or illomol' nometlme uoon ... 
after you r11turn, for wo hnvA a r,r om1 11 ne\1 11 <lin lnt: ronrt vnct stn<ly 

since you ,.,ero thore , 

Thank you f'o t• thn llt•tAr lol. J. Jonvn •.:m•lt&<l oll 

doy on the lJlor.rophy, oncl it hns too muny YIOrc\B nnc1 tine 1111 1 t nn nrly 

cover the ~uhjeot, 1 1 11 try tonorrotJ to put 11<>1'" ln it ntll1 r10ke lt 

shorter I 
Yours nl.nnnrely, I' It-/ 

l.jpi""~ 
• I 
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Deer 11rs . Roo4<tv,ltl . ~4 

Bourne or llrtJ . 

Attached i a a copy ot parts of a lette1• I received 
tro::n M\ula Lee when I wroto to her , asking for info rmation on who 
Llartba H, Draughon 18 ond hO'If she waa named Democratic Uatlonal 
Comittoowo:Yn tor Puerto Rico, auocooding our friend, J eon \'ihitte -
moro. I became 1ntorostod 1n the a1tuat1on w I 1 arned fro~ a 
eont1ne~tal Democrat 1n Puerto Rico {not l~ that eon waa r eG gn-
1ng and soaking to hOve h0r6&lt auccoodod by aoco one who would do 
.1uat what aho would t all hor to d o. At tho committee, I found tha t 
~ra . Draughon {who w&o not t~ parson originally mentloned t o mo) 
h ad boon named in October, and tbDt her ad.dr~u was g iven sa Albu­
querque, ll . ld., , llob<Xly at tho OOI:l'll':littoe eoolll6d t o knO'fJ how the 
appointment wetJ made, 

I wee pertioularl r interestod jn tho wM'ey the 
De~ocrat1o organization 1n Puerto Rico was ma~e up, &inca l hod 
hoard f rom an AAA ott1o1a l hore that all emplo~~eo , ovon down to 
sugor a ppra1aora who will determine how much tho fs~ers gat, m.AZ 
1n connection wi th the s~ar r eduction, muot be appointed on roeom­
monda t1on of the Da:ma:: ra t ie eOt.Imitteema n and oo:mn1tte9w0Jr.an. Ao tho flo 
•ppra1aora, for example, would wor k only about ai& montha for about 
$150 a month, you can aee the pos a1b1l1t1ea of t ho1r bo1ng subject 
to tho control of those who appointed thoo or of those with money, 
such as the sugar milla, if groa t care 1a not exercised 1n their ohoica . 

Tho whole o itwation ie terr11'1cally aggraveted by the 
tact th•t tho Democr•tio orgenit8tion there is not reall y re~pona ibla 
to anybody, They do not l\OY.P to ·~ o~~~ll~J , th&re be ing no D&mo­
eret1o party 1n local polffiot;A1r 'b ~ to clo 18 de liver ttuoeo 
(I th.ink it 11 throe) votes at- tho Democratic National Convention, Ot 
oourao, J.t.r. Farley· doQ.a not helve to worry about t}:l..at, for ony Puol'to 
Rican would vote t or l'tooaovelt at the convention, unleaa lt ahP,:uld 
be some of tho Ch&.e~ber of Cotmneroe orowcJ with wb<m tho Horton-'th1ttecore 
sro~p cooperate, And these people , entirely irreaponsibl o to the 
people , have in their handa tho deatlniee ot Puerto nice , 

A part ot tho l etter which I ~id not h ave copied at1dr 

• xt aeoma perteQtly oleaf that the~e are at leaat two 
policlaa toward Puerto Rioo1 "ooaevclt a policy and Farley1 a Jo11or. 
And the7 • re COI!!Plotely oppoeed and poor Puerto Rico su.ff"ere tho 
coni&Q\Ienoea , • . 

I migbt add w~• t aeema obvioue1 'l'h,jt tho Fer lay policy 
ao tar hae oo~plotely prevented the Rooaavelt pol1oy £rom going into 
oftoot in Puorto Rioo, Ot 00\IJ'IO I don1t doubt that Jim Porle7 io 
• grend !U71 but he doe• let the deetlniaa ot PUerto Rioana get into 
tho hindi ot aeltieh 1noec;petentl -- thue oeualng work for you and • • 
.w.~~ k ..... ~~,o6.JI;.>4! 



~ra . Rooaove1t--s 

It the local COJ:II!l1ttee does not 4eda;y "recommend" 
or "rat1f;y11 the appo1ntment of Mrs , Draughon , ncce11t Horton 1 a 
roa1gn•t1on from the committee , and 11recolllm8nd or elect" De Paae , 
the poat11111ater , to succeed Horton on the llst1onal Committee, 1a 
there anything on earth that can be done to keep the committee 
there from re11181n1ng 1n the hands or tho l'lh1ttomore- l!orton com­
bination? It seems that tho pay1ng joba are o1ready concentrated 
1n the two fam ilies . Ho1•ton 1s arriving in lle" York today, 1no1dantallyo 

••aturally, ~ am very curious about that the "big 
aypo1ntment 1n Puerto R1oo for Donnie ~vez is . I shall be asking 

~'r . Farley about that when·ho 9eo9 tho preaa aga1n, 

I at1l1 don 1 t know what to won• at your party. 

I still hope you are r~sting , although this letter 

would aeem to contradict that , 

P1e'aae sive my love to all the f olks. 

Love to you , 



. ~~. '>Sen b y Farle y and Ylhitten1orJ f or 
Dem. no tionol c onrm1 t t eewontan) ~olso nat 1ono l CO!lDltitteeljlon 

llo.r\ba H, llnU£-;\• tho claUOitor of Hortcm, \be AUOl'Dot-coaor&l, ADd • • 
t.h o W1 to ot DQDLlcl Dr~, l.!oroball of 11lo J'od ... l Court. !for YOUD410i"ot o-
\or 1o ~OJ•• la tho ~ horo. 

Sba Ia at preMD.\ la ~buqUWflUO Wbera alw hel bea tor a ye u 01l aocoa.At 
ot u attaok of t:ubero\lloete wl:L1oh lbrced liar \o reatva 1ibe poalt1oa. tn \bo 
clopar1m .. t ot ~loll. at oar Ua1nn1tr'o Coll015• or 'V"!oul >uro 1D liOTO IJII ... 
Tbia poe1\1oa Uta aaa~ •• &en.7i'h1ttOJote re•taDi U to r.eooEI8 Collector 
ot C\UI'<&I. 'J'ba Hol"toU aDd nttteaoraa &1",1 trttllli/' o t •DI' yeurl' IS\O.!US!m£ fro 1 
wa,..,.n, u4 on oolabl1ohlae &a la\•1D<*101! cl1rM\cr ato o f tho DOtloaal ...S 
10 tu &I po..S.bl.a 1a ... la' poe11i10Da ill PUR~ Hioo. l.iaft,YtJI"1 1 t 11 a\ prNG\ 
l!.n.Ora\&CilOJl'a tat;attoD \ :;t H\un b.ca•--•• ia add 'o 'be COC'lple~q cure4--
1D tho lo.U• II&M or Deo•Mr. Da:riq Cho.,..' ••palo- oho opoto tor lt.la 
Wo or thr-ee U••· .Ul thta tatomatto1:1 about bar Mew cencau aotht tlo• ta 
ooD1Biaed 1a •~ a1rail le&t• ot Mra to ura.oool•T •lllob l!n. D. reooho4 two 
cS.are &80 &.Ill whiab ahe av\boriaecl •• to quo \e t.o 70 u. Jtore abou\ the l n ... v 
ldv. llro. DHilehoD &loo O&J• 1"\ 11lot oll.o UDcl &rot...So \hat Chnoz 1o \o 
bll oouole4 1br bia diet .. , b Jra• L!uioo,aoeor41Dt> to into :aaa\ ioD wblcb abe 
appU"ell'U7 e<al81te:ra ~tt.a.t'ta\tw, by a bta appotaaen\ in t>u6$ Rico. 

ID thta lfttar &e ..... tt ••¥ eleu • •• ••• aalecte4 •• lean' a 
o110ooooor. n. LOo&l ~uoo btre aooe nt\ ne bow tlat oho ho.e b-.&p­
polroh4! IIH.l)ooloJiooWo 1\ boa••• ot llro.Droue;boo 'o """ loHor. 1uot "' 
obow rou---111• -U•• •• 1o to ••• t.<>Ddar ( \he Gar JOU s ot IIIIo l oUor) 
at 4.3:) \o t.Ue wp ua. t•-'l• or a ~..-.uoo tor v.r-. Whit~re•a 
OIIOON-1 IIJ'o. Dlwlp• ..,. \ho\ *•• •orloy peo- 11lrCN• .Ulluquorquo, ho 
liWIIlod oitlt. lt.• •• - loubo.D4, •II> -.o rto1Uag bor '"- "' \ho u •• 
J'arliJ' oolt.ocl !lor tit.• IIID olt.oul4 bo C<IIILlU--, woul4 - ueopt, aclcl1~~~;, 
*ocortillt> to MJ-, \hat 1M wo&lla'\ ooall""' appoiaUJW; UJODO &loo. J.D4 t.h&t 
la hoW aha ••• ~pot:tted.. llo caa m,,. baa been otttotal. l t l btomed, much 1•• 
oouul'Md.; ed be~ na.a baa D.,.,. b eq ~n\1oJiec5 nGI' &Yea thou&,b\ o t {e:zoopt 
by 1.- a4 ~a) •• • poaatbU!ty. }!obody ••• aakl4 to reoC~DeDd bar :aor 
eadorae hw. 

•• 

'llua Jln,l)oo~ boorcl - IIJ'o.DiwlP.' o o_IJS...,\,oho ·- at oac• \a 
l'.oJ'toD 'oad o.olao4 lola o.-t 1\, llo oa14 \hi\ 'lDrlot WODh H&rthl' o.a4 thot 
ot oovoe lt.e waul& roalp Ilia - plo.ao l-cl1• ~ it \be appo1Dt•Dt 1a OoD­
tlzud. llro,l)oolo.J oel4 olt.e t.hwp)\ it •u pN1U7 loo tor lt.ia diD fo.all7 to 
puoh 11.1" otr \Ill c-·•U\oo _. hi oiiJ'htilocl up a 1.1\Uo tDro o.a4 a14 Dothiag 
Dlu Jlra.DaoleJ well\ to DePue, t!l.e SaD 1uaa pod•.tar (tormerlt potWaa\N' 
at ~··-• oa4 ao o pan ot \bo ~~o;rae- &ra'l'. l!io •ito lt.oldo a ol•tohip 
Wl4or Dro&l4llloa 1D t.ho oftloo ~ \Ill -oho.ll ot tho COIU't.) m. \old Do Poao 
'"' as. &JIPOla- - l•rocltlllo, ao rouoD fb:r 1\ .a •tocl hio wpport 

1 
to:r .llro.lloo&J'M u l!cUoo.&l a-lU_o_.. Do Po.o.o o.okod 1a borror, •Jiut,llro. 

•" Doola7, •• ewl4 ••• appRt Kr• !£7a1 SU 1• llle paJ'IIOD rallll)o:ul iJla tor 
\he o.p, oln"'OD' ot DJ', l'dia u Ccam on• ot ~IIDdioo t• -,U,.iag uo\hlr 
-t, IIJ'w .Doolo.J polall4 '"'' tbo bo.4 tu\o, to 001 ao aoro, ot ta•laa f•t.hor oa4 

· 46U£1ltR ~"-' 1-.no ileo. '"C.,t~aat'a all ri£.ti, • ea14 De l'ua.~t••• eoae 
o•• til tloa\ .sa Doult O..poa. I'll Ia .... oct 1a Bo>rtoa•o plo.aot• (a. 1o 
""' a\ -- o -b• of \he loa&l ec.atuoo. •d \hi C011111Uoo. mowo notblRI 
..... , U.lo. at:a n•o jud ~ Roo.t lUUe p1• ~ \Ia !Jarto.,..~lt.itt_,ro lt.~ 
- u,..,elt. 1a tlt.lo tao-• tt"'o\ocl o.pi"d \llo foor ol d -4 of tho Bortoa 
&lo.a.) • 
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hoa 'n.. I'JoaoM41DS• ot the I)Qmocratto JlatioiiAl CoDYentlOA ot Chi 06{\0 ,1932 
(pp.1186-,6)1 

J. JIOUOD ualllaauly aclopte4 preoeaW b7 ·s .. ator C.C.DlU, •'ifbeuftl" a ,..ouoy 
oooura U " M oball be t1Ue4 ·by tllll dl.uiot C>Ollll1Uee." 

ll'or., the nall~~g ~prGft4 by t • • ~lar oeoc.ra Uc CoaveDtloo, s on Juan, lleir,l9~a 
•The !ueuUYe CC..Utee allall &lll'"fa tro11 the ead ot ODe luular COmenUon 
t o the end ot the DU\ luular Convmtloa; all •cenolee t or wbatncr ODUM 

• will be t1lle4 b7 t.ba ~11.1Jog -hera ot the l.'xacu UYe co· mlttee and reported 
aoeordlllf:ly .., tba n•t llUIUl&l' caa ... ntloa." 

.4bo1!\ ll&r'\lla Dr~ hC'eelt. 'l'llore 1a 110thl..ag ~~V~lut her, abooluhlT, 
acep\ ~late political laapel'lelllle t.Dl her father and he r huoband and the 
tao\ that oiber pecple beUer q•llthd hue e bett_. r~ht ta the plaoe.Sha 
1a 10Wl8oJil'etty,nl7 1Ahllls•t, an honor greduate C.. ibh Unberatty tor 
ller l!u-•a a.cz-e•; woa born bera,apaaka SlJallleb &a well aa iillsUall-h la 
taot pertect1T .nH..t tor U.e poaltloa which aile hald,.i))gUah teacher In J'eaD'a 
pleca a\ I.!AJ11£Ua&. Tbare h no earthly rcuo D t or lllllk111{! bar tba oet lo.al. 
c'"""lU_....,. azoept \bat 1em wuate bar to order to continue to d(lllllaata 
the CGilnUtee I.D4heeUy. (J'ean hila eald to trlende llllre, by the·~. that, 

~ aile, J'e&, II& a tiDre lntluence •wtth Farley than allY other penon In- tbe u.s. 
'hull 1e&D hC'aalt by tha ·~ took her aabbetlOCll year trca li41&SU8Z, With 
· ODl' poor tllllY .. alty'a aoaey, \~ oa at \be ... tlloe a job 1D D•aoratlo 

h•4quar\ere ha lie• To*; D4 tailed 1Jl the M,J., u•lae\lona h'oc1 ColUOibla 
tor whleh aha laa4 ..,_ gl'&Jlt..t tile aab'tatloall She 1 • a trau4 a D!. a cb• t 
olear UINI@h• l&llr\ha Dl'c&holl 1a 110\ that-•·bui aha 1a Harton• a 4aut)ter, 
~a'• •It•, u4 1-• a tool. · 
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December 12, 1934, 

Deor TOlll!:lie : 
~ 

I Am 

I wi sh she hod oxp1ained tho citizenship 

mix -'Up, 

Thonlc you very muoh for lettl.Jog mo see it , 

I kept on forgetting to write Jane 1a aoceptanGO 
ot home and likewise for6ett1ng to bring note pRper to 

the off1oe , So I have vory improperly onswered on the 

typewriter on office paper, but I suppose the o cceptande 
n ill reach tho eocial bure.u eventually after going 

with the business letters . 

' 

NEWS OUitiAU 
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RUBY A. BLACK 

lltU~I-.-.mlliJimZ 
WASHINGTON, 0> C. 

3~4 itat1onol Press 1111c. 

I 
( 

Oocomb .r 26, 1934. 

Door llro . Hoosovlll t : 

~~ grand blankets a ppeared on the Chrintmns 
tbee yestorday morning. l:y ount , "ho livds with mo n01"1 1 had 
COncesled thO pOOYOge until (;hr istmas . They CDJ:IO juSt OS my 
ohe op onos Vlere follinU aport , so thoy wo>•o just in ~ho nick 
of time , beoides being so beautiful ond bosid~s i ts beinG ~o 
sneot of you to think or mo . I love the Christmas cord , too . 

I d idn't send you any ~hristmoa pr?sent. 
find anythinG I didn 1 t thinl: you hod , ond 1 <lidn t lo\OYI 
you mtant like me to send o present to in lieu of you. 
I hOJle you have o perfectl:r owell 1935, snd 1.r tho>•o io 
ccn do to moko it sweller, just ook ~e . 

I couldn't 
nnybody 
ltnyhow , 
anything ! 

J eno ooens to bo neorly noll , ond I hope she >~ill 

be ent1rol:r s o in time for the party, f or ohe l o lookin~ forward 

to i t . Rvery til'le nhe neos tho '•'/hi to l!"uoo , oho soya , >!e l l , tho t 
is t;;>e_ 1'/hite llouso . 1'hey hove portios thoro . Con I {;O t o a porty1 11 

I wish I could sometiMe nrite you ~ note without 
soking e fovor , but --

Mr. Kuriyomo , oorresnondent for tho 'l'olc1o llich1- ll1ch1 
and on other Japanese paper which oro ol1ents of tho Uni tad Preas, 

ie here . He nonta you to e ivo 0 llevt Yeor 18 frOSS;!C" to t he WOI!IIIn 

n!' Japan - - through his popors , of course . e eu;:;uooto thot you 
o1ght say from 100 to 300 words obout whot Jr.poneso women osn do 

fot• peace , ot! 11hot the women or Jopon ond tho Unitod ~l;etes con 

do to L~rove intornetionel ~derotondinU ond cood w111. or ;{, 

course , ho nould like to ooble it in tme for publ1oot1on on 1,-
Jonuory 1, aottina it by December 301 if poaoible . If you fool 

thot you con do thin , pl eoao le t me know , on:l I will aot the ntoto- . } 

n1ont for him. It is not to be usod on tho United ProoN ,., i res , os..j J {'­

I understand 1t, but s ill'lply to ao ~o these two Jopeneee pspero • ' .J 0' 

L!uoh lovo , 
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" ·.\s 111:'\<0TOX.D.C. 

April 9 , 1935 

l~rs , F'ranlclin Dolllno Roosevelt 
The Whi to Houao 
Washington, D.C. 

lly dear Mrs. Roosevelt : 

I bavo followed your work for tho unfortunate , 
particularly womon and children, with groat ad=ira­
tlon. It prompts mo to ask for tho opportuni ty of 
discussing with you the hardship imposed by tho pro­
sent Fodoral laws on contraception • 

Our tragi cally high ma ternal death rate , and 
the largo and fnerensing nwnber of abortions aro due , 
i n great measure, to ignorance of reliable birth 
control information. 

You· aro no doubt familiar with tho book Tho 
Rhythm setting for th tho principles or tho "sa!'o 
period~ method or family limitation. This book, 
prin t ed with Ecclesiastical Approbation, has been 
declared mailable by a ruling or t he Post Office 
Department . Though tho method holda out great prom­
i se, it i s not yet sufficiently tested to be re­
liable. On the other band , medical books on contra­
ceptive technique, written by outstanding author­
ities tor the medical profession, -a.r e unmailable 
under tho law. 

I should be most grateful Cor the opport unity 
or discussing this matter with you informally and 
confidentially. Your thoughts on t h is aubjoot, 
which has been cl ose to my heart for over t wenty 
years , woul d be most helpful , 

~ ~incerely yours , 

flwt..lt'LV~f~4. 
f ' Kargaret Sanger 

ms/lcp 
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:l.::-..r .t. a . :too .. uvolt: . t'l lt Sl' 'l .. 

( ';1o t ci~e"?~~in · 
14.. ,u• U 15, 19~~ . 

. ... -·' 

-noloted te ~he lot.t.:r .. :ioh I .tor..,.o t to u.tco ttl you >toncl"Y · Since t • l..tyt,. t1! 11 you t..~c •. ~iolo truth about cn..v· th1NJ thllt I br~r. to yo.u- F.t":1tnt.ion, I wish to repor t that I &UE)~ea ted th! t s . s ac r:- \Odte !?!b letter , after • c.b.llr:ed \li th her tlbout tne: c ri'ant &nOllic.loua 1 1 tJ.ation, an<! afte r t.h-.t tbld me aomc o r he r dttticultiee in t;;ett1~ e.n 1nter vieft with tho P re si­dent -- even ·:Yith no ;.ubl icity . She hao n.eoured c:o t.~t t he:-e tt lll be no r·..:.bl lt: l t;t on ~er t t.l. c w1t3 you , if she he.a one . 
I a-lso \O'l&l to .. &.kd u;:~ ~·1th !fOU one im-;ortr.nt natter , And one ntlit),or•&nt. .... biJt not t roublcutol'le -- oa.tt11r., ah ;au. 
rae inpor:ant ~~ins : l au not sure ot the extent to •hich ~ouz u-..a~t :q o~jecthencee tn ?u~.;·:.o Ric A-"1 att•trs , but I Jva ;rou ·ey · .. o!'d. -::· t, t.hilt I lO litn.tnctly 1:. 'o:-tisM for the Rooeoveltie.n 

& !'V<;r ru in P:,.1erto Rico, I cPn oee Pnd h~ar and trlk lTithout re.,o r t ­tne, rnct t c r:-e , no t r,r )Oli~tcAl &C.vf'!n t.~e . but for efo.'ecth·eneae . !U_:!lt nott thtn ... e t-r e 1n & very i)&t stt.te , due to t:te r evolt o~ t~l• Coslition , their ret·a•n.l to c~o,"'rt ~~ tn !le'W Deal lecidz t1on, &rtl! t he f r i e&i re (not u.1n!\ t 'Jr£> 1, of cou:r.c , but rr .ts tra ~ed , eo tr.r ) to use iN:.h the ?"'C:tA and the nork- ro lt&f roa:ram ( includi~ tht: Ch.lrd.on Plan) as po l lt Lcl'~ ;:;rchinea in t~e 1936 e lections . 13u.t th" t is not the ~urJ)crtO or ~3 11:-itin(: . I 5houlc1 like to aak t.."'t t 300.S'ti:o:e , any hotr or an; d&;/ or ni~t ;!tat i1 convenient to :tou , ./OU ·tve .-o ... e U.'linterru;te ~ tin:~, awl\:t fron t. '11e 'J'h1 to ::ou.ee e.ne from ROcit~l f; e :"l 1C1oo , ~" t l'l;f houee, 11 t Dr . Vrueni~ ' tl 1 or ton;rJhd r e ;rou nl~;h~ . eoi .. nt te , to tl\lk -. lth 1r.:e and ::rnest Cruen-ln£ P.bOJt tile re--.1. aitu.. tlon t.~ere . If you 'l'&.nt t? t:-.!·.: ·~it...lt Dr . Gr •'l"ti:lE in r.:r ab&.once , I sho·Jla be ;.l&d. to 11ave you alone ~"'or ,,utever tteo you t &'J ui tiih , ot course . I car.t , not !.Jr ecooP• or pol lt.tc e , but tor tho r! rst chance Puerto Rico haa had to 1~a.ko its elf ldlt- au;lporti:'lg nnd s ul f · respectin,s . Thie a.r ra.ngeccnt 011n 'be ro1de th.rou.gh ce. b.lt I .-..,., wtllin,e to step out at any coment convenient to JOU an~or ~r. ~ruenlng. 

Tho un importo.nt t h ins : S>lo:o t t n:e i n June , tho AlexRrld r ia £ oao­cla tion ia h&Yi ne a tour ot i nteresting and historic houata in Ale..."ULl'ldrta !or \he benet! t. o f 4 tu.nd to clean up the v&.tortront and eetablta..~ parke Md pl1o.y~ro•md 1. 'fy houat 1e (due to gy weaJaninded.­neaa and ~ hope t~t ao~eti~e there will be a ~l~eround c~nven ient for Jano) on tho tour. ltra . Oho.J:los 'Beatty Hooro, dav,eh to• of Rep . A:'ldrew J •ckeon ~rontague or Richmond., le in char~e. Sbe ulced me ,. tt you would c unalder being a •sponsor.• Among thoee who hA•e alre~ eon~en:ed to be eponeore &ae La4y Linda~ Mrs. Hull , Urt. SW•neon, )(re . Roper, Mre. Ickee , •nd !tre. Dern . ir you. would con-eider l t, and tell me eo , then ehe will write you the f ormal letter. &ut she wonted =• to aak you. firtt. So I do, but don't !eel that this •• eo&ta tns Wh ich t:tou.ld trouble you too much. It would t.e n !'-", end D!QI t l>r In;; oo.., people . I round, II> 1111 eh"!>r1n &n4 uusement , ~~r~ people were mor• intere-.ted in ~he rU6 on Ylhioh Jfrs ~1 t 1&t abd plr..yed with the b~" than in the tine nantolpieet and tloora.And t he ataeeconch w~bllle which I had rr~ed tor the occaeton. So ct¥be you could add eonethinc to our pl,.ygro~md Cund by lettl n& your • ..,. be prln(ed, Pleau und oratand t.h•t an unauthorized 1tory ln the Alexandria Ga&ette , ~nd nothins I aA.id, publicized the ru.g. 

Re.,tnd ct to tall you whet 
whleh ~tlliht.•O Rebecca ~a at . 

the taxi drl•er oaid 

f2..4 ~. ~.....f.. 
about you, 

• 



Tltli!PHONI!': 
OISTAICl" 1'0$D 
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Dear Mrs . Roosevelt: 

l:::~~:J"''i • . StQEm~ 

WASHINGTON, O , C:. 

824 ll3tionol i'ress Bl~. 

April 23, 1935. 

The situation in Puerto Rico , end tho 
situat i on here, in Washington, in relation to Puerto 
Rico, have reached a point 11here it is vital that !'rompt 
end dec i s ive act i on be taken to prevent the complete 
wreekngo of t he administration 1 s plans t here ond the 
final codlbpse of ell hope for economic reconstruction 
and securi ty. 

Senator !.lunoz Morin i s here and is very 
anxious to talk over the "hol e situation with you. I 
assure you that i t is of tremendous importance. 

1 uo 

Could you give adequate and uninterrupted 
time to talk it over ·,11th him with a view to ge ttirig some­
thing done? Could you come to my house sometime soon, say 
for d inner IIIli with him and me, or could you come after dinner 
and spend the evening talking it over, with no other people 
there? Or i s there some other way in which tha same end 
can be .accomplished? · 

The s i tuation here has apparently got to the 
point \there only the President can break tha log jam. Con­
fUsions, delays , stoppages , mi srepresentations , highly pa id 
propaganda by sugar interests, and a thousand other well-nigh 
incredible circumstances combine to render a people helpless. 

Senator Munoz Marin believes that the 
situation can be solved definitely and speedily, but it 
cannot be done without your he l p and tbat o.f the Ploes1dent. 

0£ course, he and I are at your command, and 
any t 1me is acceptable to us . 

Yours as ever, 

• 

' 



'ri LIPHONC 
OIITitte't l'O,. 

Do:r ~·.rs . Roose ve lt : 

RUBY A BLACK. 
3z:EICBL'U)GI&~ 

WAIHIHOTOto~. 0 . C. 

821 ,!at i onol rres s " ld;, , 

May 15, 1935 . 

I 

Puerto Ri co ceem:~ to b e got tin:;. tt.e 

run-arouno:i a r;a in . .L"hat uhioh the - r e s ident , Ickes , end 

Curnin3s ap!)r ove is d l&a!>!>roved !>:y i:ccarl. 

? no ~ov~rnor , it see~s, i§ tryi ng t o 

e s t s blish h is coln!)l otl.' au thor i ty ond take over a ll the 

I nter i or Department and tho !"'F.RA are try ing t o d o..- and 

no t on l y "tak!> ovee :r but block, fores ta l l , and oountoraot. 

\'lbil') tl\O l'reside:tt saw Dr . Gr uonins with 

:,ens t or Luis !.:unos Llor1n, the 1ht erv1en \789 chi e fly n ith 

j . 

N l w a BU IIIIAU 

Sena t or :.Iunoz "'orin, and, '1h ile l onger t han t ho usuol 1nte r v1ert , 
~>OS oll too brief to d iScuss evervth~ . Besides , n ew obstecles h ave con:e. 

You s ugse s ted t o ne ond Senator :.:unoz ~-arin 

that , 1.f SO!:Ie th in3 d i d not happen, def initely, soon, ne night 

tell :you, <>r.d :you oJ.gJ;t invito Dr, Gruening to d inn er at a tL~ 

.,.h en he oould really tolk f reely ond fUlly nith the rreoident. 

\"le t h ink t h e t1.m& u s arr ived , t h e t the me ttor 13 urgent , ond 

that no commitments be made to tho Governor until this t o ~< 1B 

held . I hove not consulted ])r , Oruening t>bout t h1a , but I !mow 

he 11ould be g lad of t he opportunity to talk tho \1hOle s lt\10 t1on 

over '.71th the tre:J1dent . 

Wi~ bol~ted t honks for t he ~OQt ~oreeoua 

Easter l i lie3 I ever say, I o~ 

Vouro devotedly, w f-;;Jt/ 
-



J:: .r ?u:>y: 

. .. .,~ t!:"" .-..:J f'or :; J'~r t 'le:;r~ on 
. J 'i ci r t. -~-:r . I : ..J .;o :· r l ei ~ : ·ot: cl t 

• I ·::.::; ·"': • .?~. 1r to .:. vo a b i -:-t~:<! .y .·.~'~ 'J 
f'~ ~!:.!l -;:..:'i:-:. i nJ t .;-n , but J.f yet=. coul d see 
~.~ e ··~ •.e Tiou3e :rou .,,)ul J ro=.li::e 1': . t 
, .:-;:; ~iild :'J'i."' ~l d. J L t 7:. si:io~to!l :.~ t 
.Jl'c' J " . r; i 3 o:: t ot' tr.o <,uos tion l 

! ·.,.; l oc4i;1_:; .for .. :::ru to .;e.:-ing 
.':1 ~ :::~~~ ! 3et b. .CtC 1 t11·~.· 1:: -:h ':.' . .:o!':. t..."l . 

•f'•'A•t ' t 1 .· .• _ "" 1.on.. e y, 

Miss Ru'ly Black 
National PreJ s Bui l ding 
Washington • 

I 
~./ 

I 
I i :,_,. 
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1 thOUGht tho follow in6 0097 ot e lettor from Iulo lhlno: llor1n 
olght -interest you. Holgoaon 1a 1 tomor boot1egcor who 18 e~naslM 
editor or tho "'/athinSton Herald . 5ocr.t.era 1o • tomor bQOtloecor anl 
~r.ular thuc:·obout-t~n who waa hired by tho Aerold as its contact 't 
with tho undo"'orld 1n 6.ta ~rrort to eolvo the !!ILOtakon- 1dont1t7 
=urdo r or lts earr1or, Jllaon. Tho "aoore• Kear at has D£11nl t Erno e t 
Cruon1..ng 1a tl:>.ot ~o::;t won a libel ault •&•ln3t hin durin& thO war., 
and oollootod e l.e r go I'\Dia1 t hua d11t1ngu11h1n& h!.~aell n-oc coat ot 
t he ~ople who got 11bol Juds-~nta age1n~t ~'earat . That au1t rooo 
out or a terrible and naat7 nowepepor tlt)ht be tween a lrt Eoarat 
pepor and the -erald or tho Tribune , ot wh ich ! mo at was ~•nosing od 1to~ 
tt tho time . rl.er e !s W1a 1 a lottort 

San JuDn , Oct . 21 , 1935. 

Door Ruby: 

You cust f org ive mo ror not writing beCoro; th!nga hsvo boon 
vtJry hectic ond "ork h&o boon hord. . l hnvo beon buoy as. s bir d dog. 
I oholl hovo to -nrite at l on&th lotor obout the general situation. 
Suftl cc it to soy tXat n~ that the Plon!. e lthouch al~ 1n set t1n~ 
und~tr "oy, i:J moklnr. liB much hbod'lt! Y oo a porus1bl e in tho mat.e o.r 
unnocoaoary legal cocpl1ca t1ono ond 11M1tot1ona -- unnoceseer7 1n th o 
a~noe ot bo1n& 1nsppl1cable to conditi one hero . 

I on hsvlna a l1tt)e trouble • 1th 1000 of the old-lino 
Liberal loaders nbo ev1dontl7 bo\1ovo4 t._t .i oca deceivinG the 
ed~~\atretion and tho peopl e hero when i said 8 no patr onaco pol1t1ca 
1n t he Plan. • 'i'ho7 aoott to thlnl: that .a. ,.1d this 1n ol'dor to 
obtain the r-und:. and n01 tMt tho t\xnda are ho re , it 1s ti.oo to talco 
off the aaak emS soil ln. Tho nowor eloz:aont 1n the t:~ert,., hOII'o.er , 
1e ln ttno ahope . 

Jiow I nant to coneentMte on o ap-oo1t1o sltustion thot coaaa 
up 1ncS re(luire a quick ond 1ntnlll.Gent ectlon. 'i\lo days BfiO thoro 
arrive~ horo one ~.:r . ilay AolGonon, a l i d to bet editor ot tho reob­
lftGton : ... rald, ,.1th a companion noood ~tailor L. SO'l':lnore . Horo they 
woro ~t by o young lady who hoa boon Horo ror aoveral weeks by tho 
nnn" or JUsa louUo re1n nho \UU trying to SO t on friondl7 tOl"nD 
10ith Ernoot OI'\lon1ns tho n13ht bororo ho loft thia t l.t:o. All 
reputedly ropresont the 'f,ohlrlcton H.ernld. On tho n1sht or tho 
orrival of linJ.aeson end iiOI:IJIIOi•0 1 it nt~emo that ono ot thom1 ,,'111lo 
drinking \11th Victor Outiorroz; "ithout t•enl1z1ns -nho h e waa , 
rovo alo-d that they l'foro hero to aobtlo on old ooore ot ).tt-l 1LOar at ' o 
with Bt-neotM~t ~lcoeon, I b~llovo , hoe left; tho othore remain . 
'l'hrl7 will p'i'obobly 'l'ft-ito a oor1o11 or ortiolea , or one of thon "111, 
Gbout t ho recono truet1on oro()rem. I don't know "'Who t there ottituc'lo 
will be toqerd the nt'ogrQC , but they •111 certainly try to do 
F:rneat aa r:rueh ht!lru •• poolible. I oooa to rot'lo~r that the 
w,.ohincton Herold M e done • eert1in amount 9f d.lrt1 uork tor tho oucar 
r roducera during tho loat yeer or eo. l don t reoen~r 1t' it •o• 
the ·lernld that pu;bl1aho4 tho anoolal edit· = os•tnat the Jonoa...Co•­
uson Aot (!lote: It ou, ond John Lcmb<>rt hila boon • rltl.nc o lot 
ot atutt n1ar.pr.eae"lt1ng the plan -- R) , but .1. do renorbor th8t the 
llerald hll run • ~ber or ert1olea S 1•1nB a n ontJ.rel7 telae lllpNa­
e1on or tho 11tuat1Dn here. 



I thoueht tho f'o llow1ng copy or o l ettor from Lu1a Huno: llorin t')1ght 1ntoroot you, Ho lg,eaon io .a former 'bootlogcor wh o 1ft oanaa~ editor or thft 'ftehincton Herold . SOO":.Vtro ia 8 fo~or bootlO£C,Gi" on1 rer.uler thuG- •bou.t- tOIIIJn who 1111 hired. b y tho dorold as 1tl contact • 'W i th t ho undernor ld 1n 6.ts oftort to aolvo the m1ataken-1dont1ty tm.ll'dot• or i to oarr1or, 'J1loon . Tho "acoren Hooret hoo uc;oin ot l~most Ci ruen ing 1G thn t V.rnoa t won a l l bol auit •t•1not h lm durin.(; tho lJtr, and cblloetod. a lPrE,:O auo, thus 41at1ngu1ah.l,ng hb:Jaolt rroa cost or the rw~~ople who eot l1bol judponta ege1ns t •J.eerat . 'i'hat euit rooo out or o terrible end naoty no~apopor ~1Ght botneon o l~ Hear st popor and tho ·•oral<\ or tho Tr!bwto, of ¥1hibh Er no ot waa munPsing ot11tol" fit tho tirltt . Here ia Lu1s 1 a le tter: 

San Juan, Oct . 21, 1935, 
Door l!ub:y : 

You ma.Jt toreh·e co tor not writing bef'oro} thins,r. ha ve been very hecti c en4 nork ~s boon hord . 1 hovo been buay a• a bird doc . I sboll hsvo to >'Jri to ot l ona th lotor obout the sonorol a1tuat1on . Su.ff1co it to any t .. at nO'!'S that tho Plon, althouch elO':f 1n getting undftr wo,., 1o :s.eldn~ 1111 tmoh head~7 eo ia nooui.blo 1n tho ne:e of unnecoaaer, loaal compl1cet1ono and l1n!tottona -- unnecoeeery 1n the o~noo or boinG 1noppl1coblo to conditi ons horo . 
' I er~ hovinG • llt~Je trouble with eono of the old- l!no Liberal leaders 12ho ov1dentl7 be11ovod t~t .i. u~a doee1v1nc t."te adm1n\otrst1on and tho pooplo here uhon .1. :said "no potr onACO po11t1on 1n tho Plon , " 'l"hoy ooom to th inlt thot .1. ao1d this in ordor to obta in t ho t\lndo end n&.1 t htl t the tunda ere hare, it is tiDe to talco ort tho lUSk And ~oil in. 'fhe nowor e l.ot:;Ont 1n thO I)B!"tJ, hoaevor , is 1n fino ehope . 

11&.' l nont to concentr a te on o apooit 1c -'ituo t 1on thot como a up and r equireD quick onQ intnllil;ont action . Tuo deya aco there arrlvo!t horo ono ~. •te,. ttclltoaon, ae1d to be editor ot t h o "lesh-1nc,ton ~Ler,ld, nith a comr>onlon nooed :}toaloy L. SOMHera . Hero they " oro z:1ct by o youns lody who has bo on Roro ror oovero 1 'f'leolco by thtJ DOMA Of r.f.iSO LoUi80 J"O in nhQ \18:21 trying tO E;Ot 0D tr1endl7 tOrtlS wtth Ernest Ol'Uon!n~; thO nl.;;ht before ho loft thio tl.::lo . All reputedly ropr~taont the Tnoh1ngton Kornld . Un t ho night of the arrivAl or Holte~son ond 6CJI:ni!Ora , i t eaomo thot ono ot thea, \Th!lo dr1nk1nR nith Victor Uutiorrez, \'J ithou t roolizing "ho he w t~, r•n•eolod thot tho:y l'foro hero to setJtlo an olA acoro or lo.re 4-oarst'e with !rno~~ li01Coaon , I boliovo, hot lett; tho othore reco in. 'l'hp7 will pr obl.blJ 'l'lr1to o oories of ert1clea , or one or theo " 111, obout tho rooon!ltruotion otooar am. J don ' t Jalow '*'ho t thero ott1tul1o will bo tO\Urd tho nroa:raD, but tho7 will cortolnl)' t ry to cSo F.rneet •• m1ch h.aru 11 poaaiblo . l ooo:a to retiC)r.Jior that the W1lah1ncton Hero ld Me done • certe in amount 9t dirty work ror tho I U£:&r· rroducera durlnn t ho loot )'atr or oo. I don t r coor1ber i.f it 1roa the dernld thot publ1ohod tho Ot)(I OiDl odltl\on os;ainat the Jcnea-Coo­t1gen Aot (Note; It •••, on4 John I.cmbort noo boon • ritin<; o lot of at.utt n1erepreae'1t1ng tbo Plln -- R) , but • do reaecber that the Uorald hee run 1 n~1bt r ot' "rt1oloa o: 1•1nll en ant1rfll7 f'lllo ~1'01• a1on Of tho e1tuPt1on horo . 



It mip;ht be useful to get a good picture of t he whole 
connection . Perhaps the rocent travels to Washington of 111rs . 
Whittemore, Horton, end Draughon may alSO have a connection with 
this . 

or course , any dirty 111111kZ b•,sinesa a t tempted by the Hot• old 
~V ill not do any harm to Erneot or to the reconstruction olen \Tith 
the rresident , who !mows. the situation, and !mows Ernest·. But it 
may do considerab-le harm with Conc;ress , especially in relation 
to the b ill authorizing the .f\mds to be spent more s l o"lY end 

" .u. -"isel y. I should like to ge t the lovr-da:vn on this ".7ashington erald 
situati on i f you can get it, ,,ith t he possible connections sug~osted 
and I should like to e;et as quickly as posoible your advice as t o 
the best manner of meeting such a canpa~n . 

I t occ~rs to me that the reconstruction proc;ran in Puerto 
Rico is of aufficiept _importance f or t he Scripps - HovJard popers to 
send down a 11borll1-lp1nded, impartial correspondent who mieht tell 
the t ruth about i t , either simultaneously with the Wtahington 
I1ersld or sometime after. As you lcljlo" the AP ond UP corr espondents 
in Puerto Rico very seldom !mow IVhot s roolly hoppe:nlng llnd have a 
conserv!!tive t endency tha t makes t heir reports vnluele::::~ to 
any one reolly tryinG to ascert~ in t he truth. 

Cordially, 

Luis 

f) 
• J? 

' 

,. 



NoTember l , 1935 

Dear Ruby; 

FJ. n. thi nks th& letter you 

atlnt should go to Jlr , G1·ueuing. HaTe 
t. 

you aent o nopy fo him or should l? 

A1'1'eot1onetely, 

K1u Ruby Blaok 
8U lfet 1onal Preu Building 
Waehin&' on , D, o. 

·. 

( I ( 

• 

DD 

\ 



"THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 30, 1935. 

MEMORANDUU FOR 

URS. ROOSEVELT 

I think this, or the 

information in it, should be passed 

along to Gruening. 

F. D. R. 

·-:;· 1-/ ( 

f· 

/· ... y ./ tf( t/ /7-:.4./ /<.. 

it f,, '.// i~, I ,. .. _. ;/ /~ 'l 

Y-- . f, v \/~ ' .. / I I I \ 
/ 

I 

f '; ,./ /, /t /IV. 
J 

I 

\ 

I 



Deoelllber 27, 1g35 

Deer Ruby: 

I t hink the eorap basket 
1s too lovely Hnd I haTe alreed7 put 
it in its plaoo 1n my e1tt1ng rooa. 
You were ~Vo<!et to thin!: or me ond I 
em looking t orwurd to seeing you be­
fore long. 

Miss Ruby lllaok 
2llt Pr1noe Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 

I 

S :DD 



"'hich 
sor ry 

I I 

Zur,u~ry 4, 1936 

I 

" 
I t..u :JQ!ld_,ing Y<>H the letter 

I eot ft'<llll ':6ouis Rup:>al . I am 
1 t 1,; nut lll.:>re enoour uging. 

Al'f ec ti<>nr.tely, 

ll·) 

.-



/ 

Dear Ruby1 
.../ ! , .. s 

I •111 ••• Mr. llunoa-Mar1n 

at t 1ve o ' o1ook on Tueedey, the 

twenty·tlret. 

J.tteot 1onutely • 

Miss Ruby Dlook 
824 Net1onol Press llu1ld1ng 
Waah1ngtoo , ll. c. 

I I 
/ 

Se on 

' 



MHlH. d.t.lmC, 
w .. u .... , . ...... 

\.A 0""-0C:lAC&.A., 
s... .~ ..... ,.,,,.. •lc• 

lnNIN& JOURNAl, 

l 'AOUI.·TtU&MM,. 
( 00 0.1••• Wlo, 

Dear Mrs . Rooseveltl 

RUBY A. BLACK 
N~W$ BUREAU 

824 HAT I OHAL PltiUS BUiloO ING 

WA.SHINGTON. 0 . C. 

/ ,.c 
f I )~ I 

;- !'l 

January 161 1936. 

Senator Luis Munoz· Msrin of Puerto 

Rico is here . He would like to make a "progress report" 

to you on the progreaa of reconstruction -· and to sub­

mit to any questioning you may care to do. 

You can reach him through me, or at 

the DaPont Circle Apartments, Deoatur 6201, Apt. 1221 

but I rather imagine '1t will bo easier to reach him 

through my office , as he is out working moat of tho 

time, and I usually know where be ie. 

Yours as always 1 

t • 

• 

PRns.oAZmc, 
G .. ,. t.,, WO.. 

STAn; JOURNAl... 

POST.CIUiSC(Nf, 
......., ..... w: •. 

TAJIWU, 
L. c ...... W' ... 

OAtl Y NORTWW,ST&A#<O, 
o .u ...... Wle-

\ 

\ 



LA OCeV)ChC"!& ._.._,_ .... 
(VtNIMe- JOUai'U\, 

J--...N.T. 
l.CAIICI·""'-'-....._ ( ' 

RUBY A . BLACK 
HI'WI BUREAU 

814 HATfON AL ....... 8 UILOING 

NU$....,ml. 

J 
._ ...... w..._ 

" " ' ' .JOUtUrU.l. --fOST .a:n:a:HY. ......._. ..... 
"'· o-.. ---

TaltUlf'-

L. c:.... .... --­
DA.I t.\' Noarww"TtltN, o.......... ...... iJ 

~'1, 
~ ~~ 

February 17, 1936 , 

Dear Mrs , Rooao vol t : 
,...,~ 

I have o lo tter from Mrs , Glqdys 1'1 , Henderson, ()'1 U 
of Austin, Texas , nationol president of TI!_ota ~lmno PhJ, . ~ O 
national profoosionol ond honorary frstarnicy or 11omen in ~~~ 
j ourna l ism, asking me discuss utth you the possibility of 
your being present ot tho convention and baing tho speaker 
at the final banquet of tho convention -- or et any othor 
time during tho convention which would be poss i ble for you , 

She wonts me to t eke this up u lth you be foro tho 
Nat i onal Council sots t ho dote of tho convontion , She 11ants ,_ 
to know 11' you could bo there Juno 181 191 or 20, You sea , 
·~e hove to fix tho datos so as not to confllot "ith collego,.,ef.. •• -t- .._.{ 
commoncomon ts 1 i f poss i ble , Tho other "possible" do tea f or 
them are June 25, 26, and 27, but I suspoct you an~ I oay 
bo s ome\lhare around Phllodolphla ot that tl.Jno , don t you? 

Sho asko 1'18 to wl.J.•o her i f yow"'eould poss i bly be 
there then , I am not oure "hothc r the convention· is to ba 1n 
Austin or in Da l las , but I think it is Dallas , !.irs . llonderson 
soya in har lobtor: 

"The contonnial folks noul d much profor that !Irs , 
Rooseve~t come to Texas for our convent i on rather than to col'& .) C' 
at tho aalll8 time Presitlent Roosevelt does , • :f- 'I:' 'T 

I have also been esked ego1n to help a chapter or ,J t~~ -..tr' s u J / ~~ Theta lj;ma Phi to got you as a speaker ot a otrix Table L6J•• t' 
dinner, 'l'hia time it 1o tho University or O!tlahoma, ot llol'Mln J 
Tho girls there aro hopotul thot , since you p lon to be in 

1
, 

Oklahoma sometime thia spring, you might a ocopt, They con I tv#' ,., 
arr11nge a dote t o suit your convenience , /rJ /.1 {ow nf' 

I told them what I told tho girls o t lJorqnette Uni- 1 .~ ":.J(.{i) r 
varsity, at !.11lwaukee , '.'l i o,, -- that I om concontrnt1ng on lfJ . 
asking you to go to tho convention , I personally fe l t that 0 , 1AJ 
it ITOUld be f ino 11' you could t;~o to Marquetto, olnco that ia (). 1 (r , 
an important Oatholio school , ond it might bo holp.t'ul in l'lb - 1 I•" .<~ ·· 
cons in and elsewhere • 'I • .-1 • . 

~ ~< ' 
14y principal interes t , 1n connection l'lith l.otri:< Tablea , ,11•'

1 ,. 
however, 1s t o try •to overcome , if possible , the 1•eaulta of JJJ-
tho unfortunate and utterly irresponsible ection of the chapter (; 
at Columbua , Obi o, wh ich occurred, I believe, during t he f irst • :~' 
year of the .ctminiatration, R~olly, tho rest of ~eta ~igma · ~. 
Phi (wh ich 1a proud to hDve you as an honorary Jllocber) 1a not l n "'. 
like that . \\1"',, , .• 

\.1 ' 



I 

!Jrs , Roosevelt -- 2 

M0 st of t h e chopt~r s , both undergradua t e and a lumaae , 
consist of serious and intelligent gir l s trying to succeed in 
j ourna lism, and any he l p or e ncom'a f$Oloon t you coul d c ive them 
wou l d be gr and . Al umnae cha pters are of t on inf luent i a l 1n 
the i r cities . 

During my eight years as odltor of t ho maga zine , Tho 
J.:atrix, and my t\<a year s as national !)res i dent p f Th" t u :.; i 6)119 
Phi i I did evet•ything I couloi , quite in va in , to keep the 
Col umbus chapter f r om do in(; thine; a thot ;sive us a black eye , 

lf you hove adopted o nolicy of not attendinG any 
Matrix Tabl es , I hope yop ,,,ill ' not ox tend t his policy to 
other mae t inus of Theta "igma Phi , I •:1ish you coul cl attend 
t he na tional convention and c ould l ot the e l.r l s ho ar you llhen­
over it is conven~ent , or at .l eost writo an ar~icte -- as 
short as you like -- for The !la trix nomot1no. We d l1ko to 
fool that you do not blame t he rest of us f or •. ,hat one sr.~oll 
and unr epresentative eroup d id, and t ha t you e l'O willine t o 
g ive any he l p you can t o aspir i ng young or perspiring old 
ne\tspoper wome n. 

The Okl ahoma g il•ls " i l l write to you to a sk i f you 
coul d coma to them f or o d inner , o luncheon , or a~y other 
f unction during your vis i t to Oldahona . 

Res i des, I '.Tou l d lilce for os mony '1'hc t n ::; i (!;l'lO i·1ti 1 o 
to IO'JO\T you as poss i::.l a , I' d l ike for e vel':,rbody to l<nO\l you . 

Yours sincerely, 

-



n"Q~~·~mt. .................... 
&Sos.oc••a• 

I.. .I.-.,_._~ 
PUfiH& .JOUIIHAI., 

LUou:nu•u.-, 
lu Clooloo, wo., 

RUIIY A. BL.ACK 
- - HI:Wa 8UREAU 

\ 
82• NA1'tO I'HoL ,.!fil iU S 8uu,,OI~G 

WAIHINGTON. 0 , C . 

llaroh 24 , 1936 I 
\ 

a... ••••. ,,. 
U AH: JOU•.MAL.. ..... _ ...... 
POST.C:IUiSClNl, 

""-'""-· w;:,, 
fllllUN,, 

L.. C••·•·••· Wlo, 
DAl i,Y HOitTWWUlCIIH, 

0.\Moii, Wo 

I have been asked to wri te a book about the 
l ooial Lobby in Washington. It ie pr obably to be anonymous, not 
through any wish or my own, s ince I am willing to sign my name 
to anything I am willing to write, but through the wish or the 
publisher, who thinko an anonymous book will produce more sales. 
So this io cond1fential. 

Since booka produce little money for a long 
time (if ever) , every effort ia being made by me, the publisher, 
and (I hope) by George Bye, to sell -various chapters (which must~ 
be anonymous) to maga~ines. These must be sold in a hurry ,~he 
publisher wants to get the book out by October. That Deana I 
must have all the manuscript in by July 1, and any caga~ine 
articles must be oubllahed by October. Monthly msga~ines usually 
take four to s ix months for publication after acceptance. 

One ot the proposed chapters (and maga~ine artic le s) 
ia called 'The Social Lobby Calle On Mrs. Rooaeve~t• . I have 
wr i t t en such an article. Some ot it I know about through con­
nections I mi~ht possibly~ have had it you had no t been so 
kind t o me. Some or it I could not have known otherwise. Doubt-
lese you could, it you wished , contribute even more poi nted 
information. 

I would not consider publishi ng, even anonymously, 
without your consent, anything I know because or your trankneos 
with 11e and your generous consi deration or alma in which I .am 
intersetad. 

The article could be greatly i mproved it you 
cared t o give more information ( t o be uoed without the slightest 
intimation even to the publ isher that you had turn1ehed it or 
consented to it) , and 1t might be greatly reduced in interest 
if you say that I cannot uae parto or it. 

Could you give me t1me eoon to r ead th1a pro­
poeed chapter (which might aleo eell as a maga~ine article ) and 
g1Te 11e the benefit ot your criticism, deletions, amendments, 
and sugges tions ? 

and 1 t, 
I am available at any t1me you can eee me --

•• 
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Roosevelt : ~ "\ J L•t' \"' ~:.v 1 11 , 'l'odoy1 s second reques t : \ .* J 
Fronk ~!art1n, head. of' t ho School of Journal~·~ · \ "­

ism at the Uni versity of L:is"ouri, ~s written to Lyle IInson, 

head o: tho United Press bureau here , a~k1nc him to find ou t 

if thoro iS 0n1 chan co to get 10U to &ddross tho Sch001 1 S 

ennue l Journelism Weok, solll9time in !.!sy convenient to you . 

This onnuol event ettrsots l.mportont editors 

from all ove1• tho world , ond somot11119s from for oia n countr1os. 

It , theref ore , is not tho some th i ne os merely od<lreosine; o 

school of journalism or o Theta Siems Phi choptor . 

I shell be !$lad to transmit any infonuot~on 
'i you may care to l et omm1e telephone mo on thio su~jeot. 

Yours with love, 

And how to rou monoge to r~o in shirt olooveo 

too art 
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/ Sept , 24, 1936, 

Deur l·•rs . Roo sevoltl 

I ha t e to trouble you ~>ith this , but I kn01• ·'.ConllDie 
won't g ive it to you unt i l she kn01•s you are ab le to stand it . 

I have never fel t as hoooless ebout Puerto Hico as 
I nO\< feel desol ate , ofton sleeplessly. - - because t•l11ays before I 
have had l!!aps yhe f eeling that ell the "res ident's cood "ill and the 
admi nis t ration s study would eventually oor1•ect 1:113 t akes ond solve the 
prob l em, as near ly ' os it can be solved nithou t a real solu t ion of the 
population problem, The most horrible s ituation r e"ults f rom a series 
ot' blunders bo{linning 11ith the introduction of a very bad and ur.!'oil• 
independence bill l as t April - - a bill ac tually conoeived in a spirit 
ot "'.'le 111 show 1em,u end so draft.ed . 

This letter 1• from Earl Hanson , ropl'Asontativ e of 
the "ationa l Re "ources Comittee i n Puerto Rico , l·:ar l is o.r the 11e ll'"Jmo1m 
Hanson family of exp l orers , technicisns , etc, He has made sc i entiJ'ic , · 
economic , snd social inve s t 4;vt16ns in many countries of South A1~erico 1 
in Iceland, in the United States , For tho Cat•nol!iO Institution, in 1932, 
he wrote an analys is of the I.e tibia "ar be \:'.•een Colombia and l'eru IYhich · 
brought praise from RJilt!U Ecuador , and u.s . llepa rtment of S ta te officials , 
He he l ped wri te the !JississipPi Val le y ' Jleport , end l?rOte the-enclosed 
report , He speaks Spanish excellent ly, and ha!l spant '>:JUch time with 
Spanish-speaking people, likes them, understands them, 

I 'wish the Pres i den t could sok him to co••e tollt with hila 
about t he situation. Tbe roque st for him to do so should not go through 
Dr . Gruening , fOl' two reasons: One " h ich is ilpPlic1t in tho r opo1•t ; and 
the other because he i s not \mder Dr , Gruening s jurisdic tion, but under 
that of the Uationol Rosilluroes -Col!lmittee , "ith J~r. h 11o t as his 1l:!media te 
s up1 rior . 

I 
Eorl s letter is l6ng , and some11hs t detailed . But I 

cou l d write sevs t•a l lonl!;er documents , outlining silailar blunders about 
Ylh i ch I know personally, Bes ides being sad about Puerto Rico's fate , I 
am vory a ad because of who t seems to have happene d t6 the mental and 
emotional processes or my gld friend ~]rnest Gruenin!l , \1hose appointment 
I heortily recommended to Secrotsry Ickes and who , I thoueht , coul d not 
be excelled for the positiona to which he was appoin ted . . . 

Ail my l ove, and best wishes for your complete rest , 

·. 



Dear lCuby: 

.11uicy JSequ, .L.atayette 
~turce, P , lt , 
~eptember 21, 193& 

I ' m sorry to near they scalped you, You want to 
loOk out tor the norses . 

l hope to see you in llashington scrte ti.llle in October 
where 1 1m due on busi ness , ~uch or my time these days is span! 
wondering 40w long I will be connected w1 tn the Puerto >dean 
job. I know t he ~ational l<asources vcmmittee is not too anxious 
to nave its t•epresent atlve nere , where t hings are happening; l 
don't roel a t hane v1ith ~eat vruening eny more; my continued 
friendship tor ~uis Munoz Marin has branded me as an indeponden­
tist ; reeling end tension over the independence isouo ore running 
so high that l may soon be squeezed out because l will not pl ay 
tho same ot the 'J.'ories who seem to me to be doing everything in 
t heir power to make tho situation infinitely worse than it ought 
to• b t . 

·J.'be l'l<KA is now snowing ,ymptans or the usual trend, 
The crusade is ?Ver, - now it becames a question or holding Jobs 
instead or doing them, l am frightfully worried over the whole 
situation hare in .l:'uerto tdoo1 thillk it is rushing toward blood­
shed vex~ rapidly, and think that tho united ~tates government , 
through its representatives nere, is largely to blame. uo you 
mind :lr .1. try to think on paper tor your benefit '/ 

.o. raw weeks ago they had t ile machine guns out, look­
ing very silly w1 t h nothing to shoot at . 'J:he place was swarm­
ing with policemen, armed to the teat n , and pOlice oars were 
cr uis ing al.J. over ;:j&Q ~uan . '.L'bousands or l'uarto .UoiLils, proud 
or being the moat peaca.ru.J. people on earth, ware borr1b.l.y be­
wildered and orrended over tnat display or armed atrength -
the idea or violence came into tna1r neaas then ror the r!rst 
t ime, (Speaking ::tponish and liking the .L.atins, J. am in direct 
touch With a ereat many or t hs younger men hare WhO oeem to 
trust me, Am i n a tine position to Judge mental reactions rirst 
hand,) 

.nat t hings have oame to is t ha t by this t ime there 
ia a uaeleo• and unneoeaeary psyonologioal civil wur on hare , 
~ne uovernor , being a warrior , can't tatham anything but phy­
sical ware and tnererore colla out the machine suns at the drop 
ot a bat, .non nothing Whatever happens, he probably pats nim­
aolr on tbe ·back tor having prevented disorders , .l.n the eyes or 
the ruerto .UoOJlB he aotuaJ.ly makes a roo! or himoelr end 
aquandera Alllerican prestige at a time t~han there 1a l1 ttle 
enough lett and more t han ever needed, Also he rorces the 
issue toward the actual bl OO<Iohed that he ra tuouoly believes 
he ia pr~ent1ng, 

~ui• 1a gainin& atrengtb and popular S\IP])Ort every 
daY 1 with nh Ol'llll8da tor 1n4epeDdeDoe. 1:11 11 now 'Z,lr the 
molt pop\Uar individual in ruarto tdoo, tnougn tbr .. and 
oooktail oirolea in ~ ~uan retuse to beline 1t and do 
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everythill8 possible 1:0 run n1.m oom. .Louis may uilllc •nat n1s popul.ari 'CY 1s duo 'CO ~<n ovarwtlol.m1ng desire ror indepen<t­enoo. ·•'hat 1a not quito true; a• J.eos• 'tne i ssue is no't o.1.ee.r in "tne minoa or nia ro.Llowera , 

.Louis aJ.sO a~os ror oeoenoy, ne is direct , tre.nk, outapoxe.n, ruL! or in1:egr11:y, .~.eaves no oouot e.oout wne.• ne means wnen ne a~<Ys e.ey1:n1ng, e.no 1:e.xes person .. J. reapoua1D1liq ror eat ne says anu uoes. '.&.'hat 10 a new anillltiJ. 1n ruer,;o nioe.n poJ.ltica., .1.t is naru to t&J..l. uow many peop.1.e ro.1.J.ow n1.m oecauae they want inaependence, and now many out or revulsion agains1: tne usual enee.p ruor,;o nice.n poJ.i ticiana wno nave nearJ.y always let ,;ne J.sland down in tneir •oadying 1:0 •esnington ouree.ucra1:a, ver1:ain.~.y no nos row roJ.J.owera wno oelieve in inoepenaenco a't any price, Albizu uampos could get ouly 5000 on that pla,;rorm, 'J.1>e ditterenoo between tile hundreds or tnousanas wno rolJ.ow .Louis , ana tne tive t oousand woo ro.1.lowed .t.l.bizu wn1le no was s1:11J. u man 1nateao or a a.ymboJ., mua,; oe expJ.Sl.neo l.n terms or ooooncy, 

In their utticudes towaro toe u .~. the two <lirter in this respect: Albi:.u 1:uou~u• '"""' •ne oea!rtt ror inoepend­ence m~~ enmity or 1:ne u, ~ • .Louie ooean•t, .1.n many respects ne is one groates't rr1ono 1:ne uni1:eo o>tates nus "'"·u, - not omitt ine washington ' s authorized representatives, 

'.L'he uovernor con•t seo t hat , JLbly helped by tile 
~uerto Hican toadies who surround him, he thinks independence is independence, !n Ilia mind tile independentiots are all nationaliata, devoted to violence. ~ he insults them with bodyguards and ·guns and other indecent things that only drive more people to .Louis and oocency , - with its oorro!lary or in­dependence , 

~ruoning is in en ewtul predicament that is not 
ap~rent to people here , oithout .Louis, too ~IIIU. is a great orsanization tor spending nice tedernl monoy, and without an idea behind it that eon permit the ruerto Hice.na to cling to it as acmething or their own, DY now uruening is acme body rrcm whcm thousands or people g.l.adJ.y accept tlla money the. t he is paid to spend , w1tnout returning nim their J.oya.l.1:y , ~inoe the rHHA is nn organization tnat was given .f4o,ooo 1ooo tor putting across an idea! it is thererore on 1:he road to dismal te.ilure, J.t uruening ined Up with .Louis again, on the ground that the desire tor indepenDence <toea not imply hatred or the united ~tatee \perrectly valid ground), he would loee all sup­port rrcm the governor! who can embarrass him no end and orten does. lt he ties Up w th the governor , ne is on the aide or the torcea that consietentJ.y inaU.l.t everything that stands tor _ Puerto .ld.oan integrity. Being a1l alone, lined Up with neither louh nor ue go ... rnor , no aggravates the situation still rur­ther. A~ a t1me when people must have acme kind or leadership, 
8oma policy that they can oling to and depend on, they look to the t wo eymbole or Amerioan authority here , uruening and linallip, and rind the divided, and both or them militutl)' 
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'"": , ~' . -'>l ~ ~,,. lined up against the man who , by not being afraid to exercise 
~ • • >,. ~ ;:~-· leadership, has made h1Jnsel1' the outstan<!ing symbol of ruerto 
':,.. ... ·.-- · !dean integrity. 

'-
~tely ~nest mane the Diggest mistaKe or nis sad 

career here, tte began to dismiss from the rKHA e ll the minor 
employees he coULn r1n11 who nave ever, since they were hired by 
the rHRA! contributed a cent t o ~uis' expenses, while the latter 
was work ng in oashington tor reconstruction. '.L'o roe he wept 
crocodile tears over now tne law roroes him to that tragic duty, 
nut it is seen very pLainLy oy everybody that he Kicks out onLy 
the little re11ows, Leaves tne big ones alone though they are 811 
equa.uy "guilty," and he picks only on people wno are, or were, 
sympathizers or ~uis, 1 believe that a11 collections ror ~uis 
were stopped in the r.H. H,a, nrter uruening i ssued an adminis­
trative order torDidding tnat Kind or thing, "o" be seems to 
interpret the order as nav1ng oeen retroactive and is discharg­
ing people tor naving made contributions oerore it was issued, 

'.l'hero is a story running around that may not be true , 
but tha t sets a moon nevertheless! snows now people are thinking, 
and is certainly true insorer as t motivates people and ll'.nkos 
more f*lowers for the decency side, uruening and n.Uberman were 
overne d ta.lKing and saying ~bat ~ne next elections here will be 
a plet> scite a.ml tnet ~no rRlta end tne people YTi th it shoUJ.d do 
everythin(!; in their power to give the "loyal americans" a chance, 
1 believe the story because uxuen1ng and liuborman have l.ately 
bean running around wl th ~aon ~tuiil:ones, wno aJ.so nypnoUzed ®ea, 
end wno t ypiries the present tendency or t ho coalit*onists to 
take reruge in the most norrioLe Kind ot•patriotism that mani­
fests itself in persecuting aL~ r, eop1e YlhO te.lk about independ­
ence, '!'heir tying up with 1./.uinones is aLL the more fantastic 
since that gentleman was onLy recently caugnt with hl8 r1n(!;ers 
in the Jampot, in wnat can be interpreted only as an attempt to 
defraud the v.~. government out or ~3,000 . 1 ~s chairman or 
the committee that held the hearings on that case, so 1 know 
wbat I'm talking about , '!'he case against .111on was hushed up, 
but is camnon lmowledge j ust the saLle , When people here see the 
men acting as tne governor's moat trusted adviser, when they see 
~ruening and hie Lawyers running around with him, echoing his 
very words later, and evidently acting on his sen~iments , they 
simply lose more raith in tne american government, and ewing to 
1n<!ependence mereLy as e reaotLOn agains~ tnat kind or a govern­
ment . 

~ know ~Uinones quite weLL, bY repuation end through 
actual contact, lie is a very Loose kind or a pLeyt>oy who Lovea 
to talk about h1Jnael1' and nia fellow "loyal .americana", but who 
Qonvincea me and thousands or others that patriotism is the 
laat refuge or a_ scound.rel , ~n the lest rour months 1 have had 
to deal with ~uirionea every time L bed business with the gover­
nor1 though that business didn't in the Leas~ concern ~. aa the 
heaa or tne rut>Lic ~ervice uommiasion, lie is obviously the 
power oenind tne tnrone in the EortaLeza, was Long tna power 
behind .rrancia tlhaa and ia now beginning to run ~est, '.&:o a 
large extent be 1a !ne american government here, - or ia at Least 
supposed to be, wn1oh ia every t>it aa bad,in the way it m9tivates 
people and makea tham Lose respect ror tha u.s . 
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At a critica! ~1mt !ike ~e present the ruerto ~cane 
get no !eadersnip wna~ever tram ~he united ~tatea, can•~ rind who 
~he J.eader la among the several that disagree among each other, ~ 
can put their ringer on no consistent u .~ . po!icy, and see tbe 
u. s . government as run oy one or tnelr own loosest pJ.aybcys. 
~erything they rai! to rind where they ougnt to rind it 1 in the 
repre&entatives or the u .~ •• they find in Luis, as the prophet 
or independence. 

'!he one tning they got scnne months aso that tboy 
tbcugbt they could c!ing to has later oeen shot to pieces . st 
the time or the '!Ydings bil!1 t ne administration was quoted as 
saying that 1r ~ne ruorto ~cans want 1ndependenoe they should 
nave it. ~t was taKen as a friendly gesture. AB such, it has 
been denied again and again since tnen. 

J.t the administration meant 1t1 then where was the 
treason 1n working ror independence, and whJY was Albizu uampoe 
tried tor treasonY 'l.'rying him tor murder or 1nsan1 ~ would have 
had a J.ot or popular support. 'J.'rying him ror treason was taken 
as a slap at l'uorto Rican aspirations and as a denial or the 
previous friendly gesture. '!'he ract that tns poUcemen wno 
shot the murderers or ~gga behind c!osea aoors in the police 
station are st il.l. in unitorm and on duty belies everything thnt 
is said aboui: American juatice and J.aw enrorcement . ~o as the 
tact that everything waa a tacKed 1and obvious!y staclced 1 e.sninat 
Albizu at h1a J.ast tria!. 

Hookwell Aent wua nere attar t fie first Albizu trial, 
stayed at my house. He went to a cocktail party at tho rortaleza 
where most or the prosecution a!so attended. ~ame back horrified 
over the cocktail levity at a time or serious national crisis, 
al.ao over the tact that the prosecution dragged out the jury -pe..nel. 
tor the next trial and got a yo~ ruerto .Hican reactionary to 
check ott all. the names on it or loyal Americans" who might be 
expected ~o vote tor Albizu•a gUll.t . ~nat is another thing I 
can testify to. ~he young reactionary is a trienc1 ot llli.ne who 1a 
very proud or tne part no played in the conviction ot the .National ­
ists. 

.....,&B4e-or-~••r•e-M!eaae-,ake·•~a•-••-•-J•••~-ia­
•~•-••-•k .. ,---.-a-aw.~tr-tf -tk .. · kava-•BiMet-•e-atr·••r••••ly 
... rle4·•••••-cke-~• ... aket-•R••-•••y-fear-le-•eM!asr· --ie­
~•las-faree4-ay-cae-se.•••••Ae-aetlaae, 

It the governor meene it tae he ought} w~en be eaya 
that the people who shot ~gge and wno 1naUJ.ged in violence are a 
very minute mlnorlty , tnat tne great majority or l'uerto Hi cone 
are peaceful and t riendly1 wny does he run around with a bOdy­
guard bigger than Machado e ever was , and why does no cal! out 
the 1118Chine guna at tile drop O f a hat Y Tbousande ot .I:'Uarto 
~oua ta.te t nat aa a personal. i nsUJ.t to tnc, and a n\llllber ot 
tbc nave taUed t o me, aarlouaJ.y worried about tbe blOOdehed 
that tney tear ie cCDing, - 1a bei ng forced by the Uovernor'• 
aotion., 

• 

I 
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'l'ha horrible part or it is that !Wen DOll' e. decent 
governor couta clear the air! dispel the tension, get things 
on a sound basis, and even e ve the inaependence movament a 
setback, in halt a day and without trouble or danger, ~ can ' t 
prove it, but J. know it Just the same. 'l'he present rush to the 
independence movement e.s headed by Luis , having its origins 
le.rge!y in Jitters, tension, persecution tram American officials, 
J.Oss or American prestige, can be stopped easily by the rignt man. 
~ut it can be stopped only in one way, - by a campaign or counter­
decency, by a JUdicious use or ~uis' own weapons. 

Winship has about as much popular respect as ttoovor 
did during the battle or ADacostie. Ylats, and for aim1lar reasons. 
worse, Winship has no actual veterans around to scare nim, - he 
only shies at gnosts or his own creation, J.f they ' d get a gover­
nor down here wno in his inauguration speech rorgot extolling 
ou~ American culture !ong enough to recognize the existence or e. 
tin& and decent ~uerto Kican cULture, and who on his first day in 
ortice walked around the plaza all alone, without tho sign or e. 
bodyguard, chatting in a friendly way with whomever ne met tne 
tension and the horrible trend toward bloodshed would be d!spe! lEd 
then and there , The present hysterical r ush or people to rolJ.cw 
Luis would be cneckea, - and you and I know that Luis would be 
happy over it. '!'hinge woula at .Least De put on a sane basis, 
with a certain amount or popULar confidence in the united ~tates 
as symbolized by the governor. 

Gruening th inks that a governor who did that would be 
shot. He's wrong. Winship's present armed challenge to the 
bravery end the ingenuity or those fanatics who want nothi ng 
batter then to die in proving they are neroes· puts him in much 
greater danger than he would be in 1f ne walKed around alone and 
unprotected, ir he made himself popular and theret>y made nis 
assassination an unpopular thing. ~es1de all that, every once 
in a while it becomes e. governor's Joo to taKe a cnance on being 
shot in doing his best to handle a aifricU.Lt ana dangerous s1tu­
a:t1on. 

As it is, it Albizu•s conviction is sustained in the 
hiidler courts, l wouldn't give much for the governor ' s lire. 
After that is gone we oan ~ook ror hell to pop loose here. May­
be before, since W!nsnip and uruening are doing everything pos­
s1DJ.e to force it. or course, uruening and tne governor seam to 

thiaK that the independence movement nas been practically stopped 
'!'hat is because tney run on~y in tne ~ " uan circles or "loyal 
Americans" who ar1Dk cocktai.Ls wnl~e tne ~sland BOes to pieces 
a nd ara sublimely oblivious to what goes on elsewhere in ~uerto 
Kioo. 

. ~est&)_ 

P.s. I ' m enclosing my prelim1nary report on the ¥uerto Hioen 
aooial- eoonomio situation that you may not yet have seen. ~t 
the preeent time, when emotion is the ruling roroe , all that 
selllls dead and gone. 
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AB a campaign mese , this thing is also bad. 'J.'bO 
ooal1t1on~sta that Ernest is now ident ified with are the bitter­
es:t kind ot onor:nios ot Roosovelt and the now Deal . 'J.he l iberals 
h e ' s nor:Jeouting are o.nd hava alwa,ys been t ho outspoken 11ew Voal 
sympa tbizers. 

lith every~hing noving ns it is , a lot ot peoplo here 
are wishing and pushing t or a nasty scandal as soon ao possible. 
With things as badly mishandled e.s they arc, o scflndal would be 
oaay, -perhaps not one that will land unybody in jo.il but one 
that would dol1sht al l republi cans just tbo oamo . 

naturally the enam1es or the ndm1n1str~t1on will do 
every thing 1o their power to oapitnli ze the Puerto niean mess that 
the representatives ot the Administr ation have creatod larsoly by 
their own ettorts, - ~d now they aro l i kely to get the enthus­
i astic help or the adm.inistration' s real triand:l, who have bean 
horri bly hurt by Gruoning. 

--~---, 
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~o tho Pucr~o Rico Rcconl:ltl"uct ion 
Adminis tration 
an(' the 
llat 1onnl Resources Corrtnit teo, 
l!fashill(';ton , D. C. 

Ocnt.lcmen: 

\ 

':'ra.nsmitted hfl-rcwit.h it a p1·elim.ina:.:y repo rt o n tho St Rt\l$ 
of ?lanning activitia:; in Puerto Bico, Yl'ept.Lre<l ~~d nubmi tted 
t o you, a nd to tho Puer to Rico RocO~$truct!on A~i n1atratlo~ , 
i n acco rdance '' ith the tQrrn$. o! rre· a~aig.nmont. b.Y tho l~tionn.l 
~esources Oorrmittec as Consultant t o tho o.~ov o named Adr.dnic-
t rat ion and upon 1 ts request . 

!t is \U\dorGtood that this Ropo;t io not tntCJndo" to bo 
compl ete as to fi:'lCUnts . or concl usive a s to r~cot:rn'lndntions , 
but l'nthor o. proli"'in.ru-y , g:cn.:~l:·o.l d!::cundon of ~Y.it~ti:lR con­
ditit>uc on tr.o Ial~ld. It i s !urth..:ll' U:\dOJ"Rtood thnt tho 
National Resources Coamittee is not l'f' Sponoibln for the oPiniona, 
conclusions . and rccotn."f'.endD.tiona o:qn.·est.ed ! :1 thi t'l report . 

Acknowledf.;lle:tt itt O 'flte:W.l:r mnde to the 1:tnff of tho 
Plo.,,i;tg Divinion of the ?uC!rto Rico Raconstructio:1. Ad:'llinlst rtL­
t ion , to the N'atior.al Rosoureo~ Com!:li ~ t~o , to c f:'icinl :J. o:· t,l C' 

F. E. ?. . A, o f Put'lr to Rico und of the l :1sulnr Govcr .. "Ui:9nt , 11ho 
lls~iat cd in c ompilin.; rotorio.l contnincd i n thi G report . 

?.n1·1 P, ~nnnnn 
l'lnn~l:l;. Conoul tnnt 
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I. Jl!i P!lOl!LDl 

The ulti,..te i\0&1 or all r<>clonAl plarml~ h the oreatlo~ and/or 

the .-.alntenance or hii}ler otand&rd• of living. Gonerall¥ thh e~d lo 

sought through such ehan&oo tn n~ptatio~ as wil l permit a traator 

dotrco of economic aolf-ou!ficioncy. 

In Puerto Rico the SQAl and tho nocoaG~ry means are clearly do­

fined. k;~orago atandardo of llvlnt; ara o.t o.n abySr.~&l do'!)th. Changoa 

ln tho Island1s provatlln& oconottf , toward greater &elf-sufflclo~y, 

aro not only possible bu.t &larJ.ncl>' nocoasaey. ~o only apparent. 

eltornativo to earofullY plan~cd rcconstruetlo~ lt pcraist~~t roller, 

galnint in vohno ln apHo ot •rocov¢ry1 , 1%)- the c:1d eoatin& Mro 

thAn r~constructlon. 

A. Stapdnrds 9.1 .l.U.1.D&. 

In 1929, 'l'hoodoro Roooovolt , then GovJl'TlOT of Puerto Ri~o . r1roto 

nbout the Puer to Ricnna \11\dor tho t1 tlo "Children of Falnlno" . ~o ot~.1d. 

In part: 

1 Ridifl6 throuG> the hllla, I btwo ••opPo<\ at tam a!ter fam whoro 

laL~, underfed wooen and etcklt ~An repeated again and .,..,~ the 

sa::~o story - 11 tno rood and no opportll:lil;t •o ~at co.oro. 

Pr~n these hill• tho pooplo havo etro&ood into tha coaatal towna, 

incroo.atn.i- tho alroe.d;)' aovoro unomploynont a1tust1on thoro. Houainl 

fac111t1oe, ot courso, nrc nootullY inndoquate. -- Boaldca, tho 

lnck of fundu Md tho lncrot-.od. work hovo rondoro<\ lt lmpooalblo 

fo r o\U" Hea.l th Dopartnont. to cope otLttefnctorlly with ow• 1n­

crans1ng problema. 
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"trc v.·oro and. are a. f)rC¥ to <ligen~a of roey Einds, In the fiscal 

yeo.r endi :lC JWte 30 , 19::9, 4 , 442 of ow· peopl e d.led from 

tuborculos1s . OUr death rate f rot.J this <'.iscaso was 4-1/2 

timos tho donth rat e in Chc continental Uaitcd StoLes, Our 

doo.thrate from naln:ria was 2- 1/'?. tir1r-ta tho rLato in tho con-

ti nontal U~itod States. Somo 25,010 people i n our i sl&~d -lll'C :1ow nu!fo rin~ from tu'oorculosi s , sor;:a ~0 , ()()() froM 

r.~alaria , and some 600 ,000 froM hooiavo1T.1 , 

11 fu1~ condition is 1111 t ile r.:o1·o tlcplorabl c Occnus.;, t he 

clir.w.to he ro is exceptionally h"'nl thy, 11 

Oovornor Roosevel t 1'1'l"ot u the :1bovo in tho Uorr Yo rk Hera ld Tr ib-

U."'\0 , Eo 'lfatt qu.otot" i n tho Roviow o!" RuviO\TG tL"ld ngnin by Bl\ily nnd 

I . 
J ust i no Diffie in thotr book - 11Pol"to Rico , A. 3rafon Pl~Cgc . 11 

Tht• l ut t or sa i d : 

"» .. en t ho casunl visitor finds it difficult to osco.po t~o 

cont.in~l piteous spocto.clo- of povo~·ty throUIJhont t h o 

l&l a.nd, lfuc !n,ln.. ..... d district;, f ro,., th o out &Jdrt & of tho 

cnno-riddo:'l vo.lloy5 to tho tops o!' tho r.1ountnias, soot ho 

l7ith huno.f! misery , n.Yld it is imposuible to pass into 

o r out of any city Ol' town wi thout travar sinc the fri~e 

of U.."laie;ht l y , malodoro'l.G, f11 thy hClbi tatione which aw-

round the more pro sper oue aroa. F:tory spot of nrid 

o r swampy l and unfi t for decent livt:-t~ hns bocn oo1.zec! Qy 
I 

the caunt ' penniles• populntion whic~ .to I call] accopto ita 

fato and lo~os Where it can, • - ---

2 
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Governor llooaovoH and llr. and llro. Diffie deacrlbod concllllono 

that are not due to tho world doprossion, but that aro •non=at• to 

Puarto Rico 1G preoont eeono~v . ~oo ~ny Puerto Ricana live outside 

of thei r i aland' n economic etructw·e . The dopraoli9n hna only 1n­

tonslfiecl their au!!OI'lng and n<lded to thei r numbr.r. 

Since ito lncoptlon In 1933, the ~rto Rico Emergency Relief 

Adoiniatration , now 4oalanated &B the local branch of tho ?, E. R. A, , 

has carried on wideaproad at~cs of living conditions . Two or the~ 

r:.ay be aentlonocl ho>·o aa lllU$tratlng concll tlons that aro typical 

th=o"&hout Puerto Rico. 

In 1933 tho P. B. E. H. A. Qadc an invostl-at l on of tho loland 

of Viequoo , belo~11ng to Puerto Bico. gorQ cloven thouGand people , 

c :.'"01fdoC' onto 51 e QUAl'l m1los of land Gevote1.'. oal "l';y to a'Ugt\r , "Were 

found to have a total Income avoraglng $500 por ~eek, 

In Juno , 1035, a hounlng ourvey was conductod by tho P. a. E. R, A. 

in two bar rloa (minor olvil divisions} of the Jr.Unlcipal!ty of UtU&do . 

All hou••• I n these barrloa were inspected. OUt of a toto.l or 598 

houses, all but Courtoan wo~:o reeor..rncnded tor coupleto d.o::loli tlon aa 

being unfit !or h~r.>&U uao. O:t1y thtrteon ho>aoa t.ad latrlnoo; 565 

wo•·o without aanHbry !acllitloo of o.ny kind, 

'3 . fopulatlgn W lhplompnt. 

~o problema iapoaod by widosproad &tando.>·da of ll•t!n.: eo low 

that thoy cnn bo dooc•·lbud onl:1 ,. 0hunnn mbory• 11ro lntonaHiod 

many t tmoa ovor by e;ro\ttha in J>OP"4atton an~. unemployment thut 1\ro 

aa romnrkablo ao thoy arn nlarmlt>~I. 

• 
! 

3 

/ 
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In 1900 Puerto Rico hB.d a populAt.io·, 'o~ approxinately one million . 

To cia¥ It i a •sti,.,ted at 1 , 700 ,000, The qvorall den sHy oi population 

was about.462 per square mil o in 1930 , Out tho Diffiot 1 point out 

that. : 11S1nco tho cultivable area of t~e I sland is ~carcoly one-:ow·th 

of the to tal, it is apparent t$t evory square mile of land in culti­

vation must support {;Ome 1 , 800 people . The actual F.L'UOWit of la."ld de­

vot ed to the tyj)es of f ood dcs t inad fo 1· consumption in the I s land ~s 

even amaller , boing approximately ono twentieth of tho entire o.rca . 

For every square mi l o o f such food C l 'OPii t horo aro about 9 ,000 people 

who must bo f od, clothed, housod , in$urcd , doct.or(;d and od·u.cated. 11 

Figw·o 1 sho\fa bi rth r o.tca , doath l'atcn , and r ntioa of tl)e tr.o , 

plotted in ~ive-yoar r.1ovln.r;; meuns fo:..· the period 1901 to 1936 . '3\e 

fi -:;u.rea \'fOre ob ta ined· from the I tH::uln:.· Depo._·tmcmt o f ~cal t h o.nd have 

not been chockod. T'noy n r c p r obnbly uubJuct to c:ot·roction , particulo.rl ¥ 

in the cnrl y pert of tho chart, on the ~our.d of ina.doq\lll.te rt;~poTtinc. 

As it sta.nds now, ~ho birth r.tto curvo moves shar pl y UJ'I'YfU'1. nt the 

bog1nning of ~o contw-y, l tJvo).ling off int o A. mo:·o etcc.c\,y c l imb bci\•oon 

1906 o.nd 1923 . Horo the cw .. -.r e may !"C~fleet the econonic r econstruction 

of the island during the earlier period of Amer ican occu,pation , no l eas 

than public health work to;vard the &l·adica.t.ion o!' hookworn and g:e~cral 

educ!lticn in hygiene. But 1923 h a mllximun nnd o ·oreoking po int, For 

tho five yenr s ending there, the o.vor A.fiO bi r th r R.te:l , 38,8 per thousnnd, 

waa probo.bl;r hi(;hor t!lan at o.ny timo in Puo>·to Rican hi&tor,r. In tho 

year 1918 it r oaohod 42,4 por lA, 
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After 19?5 the birth rate be;;ins to r.lOVo do1m"ard wi Ul an u:•­

heal.thy kind of irregularity that is apparent even thou;:h the C'.lrve 

nas s~othed nith f!vo yoa r mavin~ means. This may mean that tho 

maladjustncnt betneen J'Opulllt!on and the economic oti"Ucture hnd reached 

the breaking point nroWid 19::!3. :Sut in 1930 tho curvo bogino ne;ain to 

climb u~Rard, No ono can foretell ho~·rar it nill climo bofor~ another 

break occurs. 

~e ~e3th rate movoo oteadily downward from 1901 to 1916. then 

climbs unexpcctodl;r and for unexplabed reasons, Wltil, in 1921 it is 

hi&~er than it •ma i~ 1906. After 1924 it falla Q&ain , until todAy it 

is lorror than ovor boforo. 

The rat io o r birth rato to del\th rate is &ignific~:~:-.t , in view o f 

t he hland1 n prooont ocono:nic condi tion and ito nond for reconstruction. 

Durin~; tho per iod 1901 to 1905, the islnnd'a population ooemo to hnvo 

been almoct stAtionary. Toc!ey the ratio is ~:~bout 1 . 9 . At Gl time when 

unemployment Md lnndleoenous aro relntivoly l~:~re;or tha~ over be!"ore , 

people nro bclfl6 born in the island nlcost t-rice na ~~~~t no th~y arc 

d;ring, ~d the trend ie toward atill grcntor incronaoa. 

Figura 2 , baood on tho D1~f!o 1 s beck, shows. tho por cont ~~employed 

in tho m.lo population ton yo'll"u or "!)O and over. 1'.'h1lo nll Wlomploy­

mont stntiatico fo•· Puerto llico two u:nrclinblo , tho r.rar>h lndi9ntos 

dr'lmnticnlly tho orgnnhntion of Puerto Rico ' • prooont cconoi'\Y. 

A ourvoy rocontly mlldo b;r the F. E. ll. A. of Puerto Rico oho"e that 

thoro nrc nt proaont Gllrooot 400 ,000 Wlomployou tho~Ji;h .-mploynblo pox-nons 

in Puerto Rico. Moat o! thoao nro hondo of familioa. While tho nvcra&o 
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size of family is 5.6 , an estimate of only one clepondcn t per ;-:orl:er 

Ytould brif'\-0 the number of people 'W'ithout a:>Ilflrent moans of nupport 

up to about half of the Iola.TJd1 s population . 

:So tween 1900 and 1010 , the pe1· cent of malo a unemployed r e="'tlined 

vL·tually stationary according to Fie;ure 2 . Dnring tr.is porio~ tho 

Island's ccono:ntc etructuro probably absorbtJd the population inereaaca . 

'3ut somo\thero Ootweon 1!110 and 1929 there lo a mo.rkod incrco.sc in 

\lJlomployrn.ont t!-:.at c ontinues uTttil it rcncbas a figure of ~ of the 

mole population of 10 years and over in 1929. 

1l:iJm .l!.J.!tlllg tlu! height .2£ A:J~an "prosperity" l!llJi ~ 1ll.£!ll 

; 

nooce . tlnpJ.oyrnont coulcl oot koop poco with populntion . i'ho p i cture 

1 s o.ll tho rnoro G:Jri ous wl:on ono romombor s thl\t lo.ndlossncss in-

creased with unmpl OYJ'Iunt , Mo.ny thOU$Mds of acrns of land possod 

into tho hands of nb1)on too-ownors. Puerto Rico.ns \>'ho had once hf\d 

j obs ns f.'e l l as lAnda foWld thcmnclvec i n rupidly i nc1·ea!j ing nur:ioors 

without either. 

'l'hi~ indicatoa that r ccovot""J alono would not 50lve Puerto Rico 1 a. 

. p roblems. no matter horr cor.1pl ntc tha economic recover,r, prosoat 

trends cho" thnt the noCJd for ::eliot' r:ill port.ist 1 ~ J..ncrca:te, 

unless roconstruction taker. place , unloos the 11tland1G eco:-:oc.ic 

· &tl'"UC~uro is al t ered to f i t , n.nd to expand with , the island' a social 

neede . It indicatoa , too , thB.t the populnti.oa p1·oblem may outr1ei~1 

i !> ioportaneo nll oh ·ictl;r ocononie Jn·obl ona that ""'¥ be taeitlod by 

any reconGtruct ion progr&.r.~, no llVltte~· how ener~~ot.ic or coatl:r . 

6 
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C. :Jl:ul l"&onomio .§.true ture . 

A«rleulture and trado ~th t~e eontinont3l Untto~ Statoa nre 

the Mtnatays of Puerto Rico ' a ocon0"1Y. Rert•rdleaa of what 'he 

Island m1£lU produco for locnl eonoumpt1on , tt ~ JU.'oducu t•olntt vely 

l ittle and io dopendont on iopor tod articloa that eua• be bnlnncod 

by ex-porta. Ita lL4)r1culturo h dovoted lo..·~clY, to tour caa.'l-c xport 

crop.B , IU£1lr , coffoo , toba.c:eo a.nd citrua fruits. 

On J*per the balruu::e of trode looito consistently favora~lo. It 

hnt bmm flgllinst Puerto Rico only five yoan out or tho lnr.t tht rty-five, 

:!'ro::~ 1901 to 1934 tho total t;3ln tbron~h fnvorablo trnde blllancet hao 

been $3£;2:,024 ,747 . ti\o total lo ea th1'0lJ6)\ Wl!avorable 'balancoa 

$20 ,596 ,769 , tho not 5aln tborotoro $341 , 1~1 , 938, 

But this apparently exeelloa~ balA.'\Ct o f tra~o, ahowinc an avoJ'a&O 

f'llln of oomo $10 ,000,000 por year ..1n .IJwu: o f tho leland, I s purol:r 

fictittoua. ThJ~uth tho cvila ot absontuo-o~norohlp, p~of1tu aro 

oxportc4 •lth pro4ucto, :!ldl chlpplD/l l'Gtoo rc~ll<:o tho balanco atlll 

further. b.torost po,ymanta o~ Puor to ilicnn bonds onount to !"ort,v per 

cent of tho o:1th·o buf.e'ot for 1"\.Lroling tho Insula.!" Govarnmont . Puerto 

2ico 11 tbo }OSOl" 1~ epitO of finttoriV l tAt. iatlCI. 

Hoar.UJ"ed in , dolllLl"a o.n<l cents , sug.o.t" l'·opret~ont o about bD.lf of tho 

Island' • oxport a. Sixty pet" cont. of tho o~ar i~~~~ry is cont1~lled 

bi &b•entoo coupanloo, locntod lnrgoly In t t.o U.lto~ Stetes. Honce 

about. t h i r ty por cont. of Puerto Rico ' • expor t aro , proporly opeNclne , 

not exported by Puort.o Rieana &t oll, but by 3tockhold.ora 1."1 a~ar 

compe.nlea in Now York r.nt' !Altimoro and olflo':lhcro in the contlno:at.al 
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United States. ln o ~hor branches of Puerto Rican economy conditions 

are as bad. Ol' wor.se . 1ho Di f fios ~\llll the:it up as fol lows : usU&ar 

is 60 por cent o.bsentce- eontrollod: f r Uit is 31 pe1· cent or more : 

tobacco is 85 per cent: ba~a nro 60 per cent and atoam6h1p linen 

appi'oxlma.tol y 100 per cent . •• 

~e exports of cash , in tho for.':! of dividond po.,vmant.s , int&ret~t 

pa1rncnts, real ~statQ rentalc, ~~d freight ~~areeo , and the liko , so 

far oxcoed tho paper bal ance in favor of ~rto Rico that tho r.et 

bal ance ia sornO\'fhore aroWld $10 ,000 ,000 R&ain;;;t rather thoo 1.9..r tho 

Island. Ono analyaia of this condition m4¥ bo found 1n Dr. tarwin 

D& Golia 1o report on 11!'aJ:i ff Probl ems in Puorto Rlco, 11 publ ishod in 

1935 by the Puerto Rico ~orgo~ey P.eliof A~~lnlotrntlon , 

'ltle t·esult i a to bo expected. Bo:1ded indobtcdne~:u; grows steadily 

moro burdonsom& with little prospect of retirement . An i:teroaslngly 

burdensome mortgo.r.o-dcbt pl aeoc mo re and more lands . more . and more of 

tho l sland1 s: roaouroc~, into t~o hunds of nboentoO"""otmora. Z."lo trend 

natural to Puorto Rico 1 ~ prnsont oconomy it: toward ovor-1ncrcaAing 

l£L"''dloo1me&& on tho part of tho Puorto Ricans, toward cvor-iaeroasi"lg 

concentration of' lnnd in the hands of . abaontoo~. o.ncl therefore towa.1·d 

ever-i nc reasing urban and rural al u:na. li'atural diao.ater o only hAsten . ' 

the normal march of event~. A co!'l.sistentl,i' un!avor ablB bala.ncG of 

tro.de leave s Puerto Rico no financial reserve stren1"th . 'lhe hurrlco.nea 

of 1928 and 1932 ruined tho plantations o~ h·..,,d,·o&s of co!feo and frui t 

plante:-a who have s i nce thon been unabl e to obtain t:ho capital or the 

oredit for t·opa.iring tho ds.:r..agoc , find t ho!r production o.nd incomoe 
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greatly curta\led, nnd arc rnpi\l).Y losi~ t!>ci•· lo.nds th ro1Je,h tax 

sales and mo~·tgtl6o foreclosw·es . 

Increasing population , increasin~ landlessneAs , increasi~ unem-

ploymont , act on ~<ases in accordance with the law of supply and <'.ema.nd. 

\!hen measw·ec\ in terms of purchasing power lfages have been reduced . 

almost consistently since the f i rst days of the Amer ican occupa.tion, 

Lac~ing n tariff, the Island finds it difficult to help itself . 

Vfhen local industr:t suggests itsel f ns one ,o f several meaaw·es to rem-. 
od,v the situation, largo corporati<>ns th"t see their trnde with Puerto 

Rico threatened , use the "'·eapon of U."lfa.i r competition. More than one 

Puer to Rican has snen oppo r tunity in ma;,ufacturinr, locally and of . 

local materials, some of the products that the Island now imports. 

Such vontureo hnve almost invariably bo~n ru-ined at th•tr beginnings 

through price-cutting campa i gns i naUJIU"ated by importers of com­

petitive products, In a count ry that loses somewhere around $10,000,000 

ovory yellr on its fo r eign trade, the individWll ~ntreproneur caru1ot 

last long in a pri ce war with large corporations, 

To moka condition• woroe, Puerto Rico is included in tho te1~s 

of tho coastwise shippi ng act . Only Amor ican •h~ps may carry fre~ght 

botwoon the Ialo.nd and continental Un~ tod Stotos . Rates on tho so 

e:oips aro hi!tlor than on fo r eign ones . "all over 95 po:r cent of tho. 

Island' s oxportn go to tho continental United States, Not only do 

hirr. f r oi&ht :rates add to tho burdenuomo balances of trade againnt 

Pu.erto Rico , bu t they prohibit , or restrict, the exportation of 

various a r ticles that might be able to competo on tho markets of· 
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Ne•; Yo1·1': and :Baltimore of imported co:~odit i r-.s , they restrict the 

num".J or of those Ylho can afford io bey them, thoy force do\TJ'l still 

lov:01r the sta~dards of livin~ anon": t~ose w'"lo cannot nfford t o buy 

import• but have to bey thom an,vwa:t bocauoo tho Islan~' a eeonomy is 

based on the proQuction of cash export crops . 

D. 'l'hn Pl anning Problem. 

The problem, in gonoral 1 i s clearly <lofinlld. It is to develop a 

Puerto Rican economy to oporato for tho benefit of Pucrt·o Ric&.:1s. a..!d 

to cava ti1o Federal Govorn:rnont tho bw.·don o! cvot-incroa.sing rol iof. 

A nu'!lbor of distinct steps suggcnt thcmsolvos for the oconomic 

r econstruction of tho I sl and. Thoy arc listed hero without roforonco 

to the various neoncios that~ U:.1c'.ertako them, whP.t~er tHe Federal 

Governt.'l.~nt, the Insuln.1· Government, or, in some in&ttL"l.Ces, pri•:atc 

capital. 'ihey a.re as follows : 

1. Return ao many Puerto llicnns to the l and as poasible, pro­

viUi~tg a t lenst subsistence for thoae w:to, under the existing 

ocono~v , havo no land, no wacos , a~d virt~~lly no hopo o! obtninine 

either, 

2. Reduce the extent of abeonteo-otmtn·s."tip to tho onde that 

Pu•rto llico.ne mo:~ be returned t o the l and and that only th• products 

of Puc;-to Rican agriculture , and not the profits therefrom, be ex­

ported . 

a. Tako utopo towa1·d the d1 vorsi!'ication of agri cul tu.re, 1n 

ardor to produce locally mnn.v foodstuffs thnt nre importod at pro•ont. 

4 . Provide adoquato procosoi08, otorago , a~c internal distribu­

tion fncilitioo for foodstuffs r,rown and consumod locally . 

10 



5. Provide now l'l4\l.Gt.rlea !"or t.\. \) pl"'Cisaln;: ~! agrieult\l..nll 

and r:.on-4.,3rlCul turrU n:ur :.lOtorinla f'oun.d l ocl\lly , to M.nu!o.cturo 

products used locally, pn1·t1y in an effort to 'brlnt; n'bout c truly 

fnvora'ole balance of t rn~o 11nd pn1·t1y to provide onploynont for 

Puerto llica.no . 

6 , Find maMa of protoct1111: noli ind\l.Strioc asn1nst. un1'a.1~· corn­

petition from ~•nu!ncturoro In tho continental United St~toa. 

? • Find. O'.OO..~a of f1ncnc1nt: now industrloa •1 th Puorto Rican 

cnpit.al, in ordor to pr...,ont aproAdi:u; the r.vlls of nboenteo-ow:t"' r­

"Mp. 

8, l!clievo Puorto Rico from tho provision& of tho Conat,.tao 

Shippin;>; Act, which, tllroue;h cbainillG tho hlMd <o hit}'~ frolsht ratoo, 

tends to maintai n hlsh locol price-levels on Imported mntorlalo Md 

plnceG 6XC06Bi~O !1nanc1nl burdOno on Puerto RiCO OXVQTtOTO , 

9, Thro\lsh l'IL\tlng tho prov,.iling • tl\ndards of l!~ln, , Md 

thereby the degl'Oe of aoo1al conaciou.aneq& of tho Puerto Rican pooplo, 

crooto condltiono under which tho populntion probl&.n ~ bo doalt with 

offoctively . 

10, Form\llato , tor cpplicatlo!'l """"end H poaolblo, 11 aano 

oo.igmt!on policy tor aurplua pop\llntlons. 

---ooo-

. !lot all of tho 11bove mont1onod stop• nrc foM!blo lit tho prosont 

time. So, for inot~oo , 1nhlblt1ona imposed on Govornmont by 

pr oeouro from rollclouo 61'0\lpo havo to dnto mn<lo impooslblo nny of­

ficial QCt\on ton4111i to t;rnpplo with tho OVOT1'1hOl m1116 populnHon 
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probl"" tbrout}l the dhoenlnatlon ~f birth-control facto, At prooo~t 

it la tho polition ot tho Fodorol Govorn.a,.nt t:lat thln 11 not." n 

function th4t It CM p•·opo•·l:r undortake , 'lbe Insular Govornnont 

pr eGumably labors under corroeponding t~;ibitionc. 3o thnt an it 

r.l<l,Y , <>ll lndlcatlono uro thnt Puerto Rico c<>nnot noo.rly oupport ito 

present populnt.ion, oven unde1· ocono;IJie condit 1onG aa co:'l.eoivn'OlJ 

altorcd th1·ouah tho roconat.NCtion pro:rrt:c:\ :tow 1n1tlntcd. ·And t!\~ 

present populoUon 1o r.ro•ln-: At tl!o rrte of so!"e 40 ,000 per ye) r, 

'--"' nutl-.ortta.Uve atud,f b;r aome l'CCO.c.-:;lized oxpcrt, nnd u-,der tho 

auapicoa of o tcientlllc 1nat1tut1o:t or \U'I4naa11able lntt.'Irit7 L't.ould 

be started ns eoo~ r.a practlcnble, to ~et~~in& ~o• lar~ n po~~­

tion tho Iel4nd c~~ eupport undo~ existin~ co~dit tona Aft well as 

under mora fnvorn.ble c9nditlo:ta n.a al tered 'l)y n t}'ooro\ll;h 1\."''r\ onor~otic 

rcconatruction progrnn. 

:Snt togothor tho otopo outli~od noovo conatituto '! r.onl to bo 

plnnnoc\ for "'"d to bo llpproachod throu;1> nctUl\l oporlltiona whon ond 

if feoaiblo, With the oporntlona of tho P. E. R. A. and tho Puorto 

Bico Reconstruction Admlnlatratton , powertul oovament1 nre ln force. 

{.011'8rd the o.chtovmeht o! aomo of the steps in tho eomplot.o p~~. 

""" probleroa con!ronelng plMnora I n Pl;erto Rico to<!.:>¥ are tho ro­

f'tn(lmont of tho broAd &•acral pln..'l& 'ocin..; c:nrrlcd out o.l ron.d;y, tho 

c reation of turthor plona for future work , nnd tho dovolop:~on~ of woya 

And mo<>no throu;1> which thooo futuro plMa mo,v bo corriod out , 

12 
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T1to Ec~o1·al oe;encies nre noT: nt wo r% to improve condition3 i:t 

Puel'to Rico , 'nlese ore the i'. r., R, A. and the Puorto Rico P.acon­

str\iction Admini atr n t1on . As their nnrne& indlco.te, they o.ro mutuo.lly 

aupplemen~ru-y , the one wo1'kil'll: for rel ief a nd the othEn· for r econ­

struction. The neeosaity for coordinntine; the t..,·o rni aee o. diffi cult. 

problem in ndmini13t r~tivo plnnnin~.. It ·i s de&iro'\~le th.nt r ol iof work 

contribute t o rceonat~tion o.nd th:'\t reconstruction enno tho bur,don 

of r ol i of. It iG necoaGAT'.I that duplication of o:.rort bo a.void~d o r 

kept o.t n minimum , n!lci thnt offort~ a:nd aima $hl'lll not coniH~t . 

Humnn jeAlousies and miaundcrsta.~dlnJa eomplicnto tho problem. 

A. ~ I . ~. I!. A. 

Organizod i n A~~t 1933 aa tho P , B. ~- R. A .• this ad~ints­

trntion began itG activitico with str aight r eHof but soon b r n:'lched 

into Yrork-r el ief, be:-tding 1 te effor ts toward econonic r~JCOnatruction 

n~~ dovelop ing plana for future Stopa l:"t that dlroction , 

'alo o.ctiv1 t1ca of t ho organization bo:tond the lTO rk o f providine 

direct relief have r.eached into man,y branches of the I sland 1 e l ifo and 

may bo numwar i eod ae !ollows:-

l· ~ ~: Con~>truction of roo.da , ochoolo, hospitals , 

othor public butldinga, brlde0$ 1 and t ho l iko, 

.a. Aer-teultural. PrptrfJ.lfl: Foa t orin& t ruck gardena : provi dine 

help for the p1•otect1on , impr ovement and r oha.bilitation of other 

cropa ; providing oeedbeda and nuro .,r i eu for the coffee bel t : era.d1co.­

t1DI budrot i n the cocoanut regions: providin .. ~ ftJ.CilH1.cs for t he: 

eata.bliohoent of ca.nning centers. 

13 
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~. Coopemtlyo ~~~ Sponsoring barter and e:u:h&nce 

cooper~ttvea tn the rural aroo. . 

_i. Kandernft Coongrttlyag: SponaoriflR ot·gan1zat1ona !'or t.ho 

pro ~.uction nnd markotinp; or han&w.do nrt and crarto producto . 

.li. ~ InduotriQl Pro )Oc to : Sponsorino; fisho>·i oa nnd ohoo­

makin& venturoo portly for oxporimontal PW'Jl9•••· 
§.. \7o;;en 1a ,!su:k: Orea.ni&in:; wor:ten 1s noe~oworit tbop-t to pl·o­

duce pnenta tor dtat. rtbutlon to l·olter cases. 

1 . ~ Wglfaro .A.ctlvit l oa : Those tncludo e.ct.tvtUoa 1:1 

!late mal Health, Q\lld l ol!aro , lion tal ~ygtcnc and l'O¥chtat r'J , Pro­

batt on a:td Pnrolo, Uodieal Social Service, nesc.:t.rch and Plan."\1"£, 

lfutr1t.ion and Homo EconoalC1i1, Recrco.Uon , Scx:ia l Service :'ra1nln.-; , 

Socidl ,tegialatton and Logal Advice , lnte r-a~oncy Service ~nd direc t 

relief, 

§. E4ucntional Agt1y1t i oo : Orr,an!<i~ unomployod toachoro and 

other ellgiblo poraono for 11 brond p>·oe;rom of child a.od ad\11 t educn­

t1on to oupplOMont t he wor:: of the Inoulhr Dopnrtaout of Zo!ucnt1on, 

.2. ~ .lWlllh At:HyHioa: Cporatlon of oodlcal centorv and 

dlspcnsarioo , made noceota ry by the total collapse of pUbl ic medical 

care, duo to f1nanc1nl cUtflc1llt1oa , 

.12. Houoiot; ,AIW .1lla Clpnrnncgt ~!'orta t.o iC\prove houa1nt; 

eondi ttone 1n rurl\l a t "all l\a urbn.n n.rons. 

---ooo---

, In n~.cUt1on to t ho obovo namod nctlvitio~ , t ho::' , E. R. A, hao 

cn•·riod on n pror1'1111l or pllln:>lnll nnd rosanrch. Sono or thooo 
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investigations ll:'lfl.f be useful in fu.tw·e plo.nninr.; D.ctivitioa in Puerto 

Rico . Thoy covor tho followi~ liot of eubjoctn : 

1. Occupational surv~y A:'ld indqx of amployableo in tho 
Island. ?ERA Fo nn 144 . 

2 , Tar-iff aurvey . covering tho off'oet!1 of tho ,\tr.oriett.n tari ff 
on Pu0rto Rican economy , l':ith concluaions and rocomnondu­
tiona. 

3, Prolim1nary survey of .Ocean Trans~rtation (froi&~t and 
pe.osongor) botwoon Puorto Rico and tho mninland. 

1, .\djustod O\foracn.s t r o.do balo.nco . 

5, Survoy On 0'1\l.'ticipnl o:q~o:.1di tw·os for public 1rbcn~ficoncia" , 
19:13-34, 

6 , Eouso-to- houso survey of Puortn. do Tic rrn slum. San .Tu.o.n. 

7 Pr eliminary Slln'ey of slum t~.rel\s in Ponce, Uo.yai!;uoz, SD.n 
Juo.n, o.nd Hurna.co.o . Not n hOU$o-to-houso survey , 

8 , Socio-ooonomie Gurvey of the co\Ulti~o of Mevaguez nnd 
Tet~, Utuo.d.o , 

9 , T, B. survey on tho cpidt!:n1cology of tubP.rculooio, Barrio 
Obrero , Snn Juan, 

10 . Study of mendicru\cy in ~U'.:llC(l.O . 

11, Stucl,y of <lb!mdoned child>· on in Aroc1oo . 

12, Study on mini:num cost of balanced diet& ! o r poo r ff\:n111cn . 

\3 . Nut r ition e!f1e1ency experimr.nt, Ca~a. 

1~ , SUrvey of recreational netivltion noong school ehildien . 

15. RoQenrcb on mineral resourceo, covering gold , man~aneae, 
copPer , tin, coppOr ore and nonmetallic m~n~raln , 

16, .hgricul tura.l survoy on .\n::1nto (L'"ld Bo.nano.t.. 

1?1 1Xper1mental pr ojoeto on gnrl1c a.nd ginger. 

18, 1D..rm Debt aurvay , i n eoopera.t1on ~'11th the Dept\rtcont of 
&:onomics , UniverBitY of Puerto ~teo. 

15 
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19. 
I. 

Hdrricano Status Ro.soorch , 1n coopl"'r.:ttion ni th tne 
Univeroi ty of Puerto Rico . 

At pro&ent onl y a limited omowt of money iG loft available for 

the local ? . E, 'R, A, organization. ~ccau..ne of char.g~s in Federal 

policy , !t w! ll havo t¢ bo d1 aso1v~d by J uno 30, 19:'36 . ~!G raises 

lt1.r ge: and urgent planning problms·, !!ow much of the wor k of tho 

!', E. R. A, can be absorbed by tho P, P , R. A.? How much co..n and 

should be d.roppod? How much of it should ba taken ov.:~r by tho Insular 

Govornmont, and on what basis? Ron much of it might co ncoivably bo 

carried on in tho for:n of ttol f - sustni ning business ventures? On 1vhat 

bJ.oic? Should p r!vato capital be sought? Should producors 1 coop-

OJ.·ativos bo formed? Co.n those industries bo prot:.uctod a r;ain$t 

Prel iminary lo~al s teps have bco:1 to.kon for tho forno.tion of a 

women ' s noodlowork coopcrntivo. It i a hopod thAt Federal policios as 

well ns l ocal condition~~ in tho future pe~lt the formntion of 

other cooperatives na ~ell. 

A.., organizo.tion tho.t aponds ®out $1 ,000,000 per month fo r 

relief in one form or nnothcr can:tot 9imply be dis&olved without 

rnisins hnvoc with aoclnl . conditions throu~out the islAnd. Ita 

imminent d1•aol ut1on rnisoa ono of t~o moat serious problem~ of cnre-

ful plo.nning in Pue1·to llico todtl,y. 

16 
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B. :tl§ l. 1!. l!. ];, 

~o Puerto Rico Reconotruc t 1on .\dminio tr:\.tlo n wnn created on 
l!a,y 28th, 1935, by Executive Ordor No. 7057 . Its functions Md 
dut!eo are proscr il>od in U>ft ordOI' as tolloTio: 

•To initiate , fonnulb.to, aWn1niGtor and. eu.parviso a. progro."ft 
ot apprond proJects tor prov!din« !'Oller nnd war;: relict a:1d for 
incroacing employ:oont t<i thin Puorto Rico ." 

Tho progron now boing carried out by tho P. n, R. A. Is the re­
aul. t of cClrot'Ul planning , largoly b;r tho "Puerto Rico ?o11c:r· Co~ts­
oton , which worked in Wllshington during 1934 and 1935. 'lho pro-sra.m 
io tunda.mcnt<>l in ~:Aturo nnd b!laod OJ? n clonrly oxprosoed Jlhilooophy 
ot reconstruction rc.tho=- thM roltor. Dlviclc t'. into it$ oaaontlAla , 
it cono!ots or tho oub-prot;rtlms discus nod below . 

.1. 1llu:Al RohQbilitnt!on, 

!l. liD! ~ Prrer!!IP, 'illo Coot!.,.,-Jonoo SU«"r Act l>.<\s ro­
oultQ:\1. 1n a reduction , to the oxtont of 150,000 toni', of the a~r 

which Puerto Rico producora J:\li.Y oxport to thh country , One con­
sequence of thia reduction hns boon thnt llOplO:f':lont In sur,o.r harvest­
ing and gr inding hila been I'Gducod mtel'lnlly, Md auch roi..,buroononta 
as hnve been pnid to planters for reducing tho! r crops havo not boon 
passed on to the l~ndleaa laborers who l ost _.plo~ont 1n co~seque~ce 
ot t!\e ourt~>llment, Anothor eoneeqwmco has boon t hat pol'eo•a c rowin« 
•U!:&l' on tho marg1nnl BUOlr lando can no loJ1$0r con~to ror t;!,o 
l:lllrkot, Md thh aroa of approx1nato1y 76,000 aero a hna boon reduced 

17 
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to that of a otrickon a&ric\ll tural area. It io inhA'bHed 'by nll'r 

erou.e . db tressed au.gdr proUuoern operu.tinc. Sl"'-8.11 ..md r;.edhr.rtltocl 

tam a. 

One of tho roqulaiton to rohD.'b1litRtlon of the pop\llM!o" ot tho 

lolnnd ~· to offcct o. procr111:1 ot rural reha~ ilttat ion for those 

fnmeru . The plan propoooe to roaottlo thco on good sU?__ar lant'.n, pw­

chnscd from t\beontco owners , "horo thoy cun produco cc.no nt o eoet 

thnt will pomit then to dorivo auppo;·t !roc tho land they oporato. 

But it is not intondod thnt tho lando !ror woich they or~ roaovod will 

be retired f'ro::'l Q.D"lCulturol uoa. !bcso lnnds arc nl$0 to bo ueod a.a 

an ot.aontia.l pnrt. o! tho progrl\n or rur:U rchobil ltntton. On th«'"' 

o.grlcul turtll laborers who hAve beon 1npovariched ·oy the gradUAl 

absorption of the land of tho hlMd by lar :e sugar corporntlona wl tl 

be settled i n s\lhsiotcnco rnrmn. Theao homesteaders w111 bo tau.sht 

to cultivate eooontlal rood oupplloo which tho Island hao not 'boon 

pro~uclnt; oo that n d!vorolflcatlon of a;:ricultw·o.l production Tlill 

be ••cured and thia population ""1ch baa 'boon l1v!ng below a aub­

a1atence levol will be able not only to sustain lt9olf but to eon­

"l'buto to tho oooont1al food •"Pl>lY or tho Ialnnc!. ':'ho lando upon 

which the hoaeatoadora aro ~ bo eo~tlcd ahlch have boon roferrod to , 

a.a marginnl cane lnndo aro r'IOl'$lt\3l onl;r for t,.o prod\lCt.ton ot ·~r. 

n Ia good soil fOI' tho prod\ICtlon of other crops. 'll\o plnn rurt~.or 

propoaoa tho roconntl"UCtion of adoqunto housil'I(S both in tho rurAl 

rohnbllltntion arolls dovotO<I to tho productions of oU&ar on ....,.n 
fcumo o.nd aloo 1n tho rw·nl rchn'bll1tnt~on nrono upon· ,.h1eh ou.'b­

aiato~co homoatoadorA aro to bo aottlod. 

18 
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'iith retonmco to the lands d&slf71ed for the prod:u.ct.ion o f au.,..r 

c~e on aooll tat~ unlta . lt 1a essential that an incidental proJect 

be carried out In eonnoetlo• with aach of t!·oae rural rchahlll tat\on 

arc~n. Sineo the l eland hAG boeome a ponseanion of tho Unitod Statcu 

the CongroaQ han aoon clearly 1 ta oasontial problorn . Tho SOo-1\crl) 

lalv w'lich haG boon roono.ctod na o. port of tho Or&a.nic Act '"lltJ nimerd 

n.t deterring C\baqrptlon of tho lnncl. b:' nbsont .,:,c-owncrt . T\oc!l 1~'''1 

havo been ovndod. ':ho propoaod projects would in Cl ll\T!SCt Moaau,ro 

carr-.t out thlo lonc-•tllndln& policy of the Cone;rcac, !{(mcvor, I! t'>c 

lnnd is divided Into IO'ollll unit• , tho lndlvldunl rarnor will hnvo no 

bnrgnintn.=: po\Tor a.sntnat t.hoac oho c'>:ltrol tho Mehinory tor pro­

cos~ine 3.~d mnrkcttnc his production . Uhlocn acao control ca~ bo 

oxcrci::oC"d ovor thia 11\N!hinory. tho s..1\.0ll in .. mcr will be at tho m.arcy 

of 1 tt otmorn and. a quick rovoro~on of the land to tho abaonteo eor­

pornLe intoro~tG mAY bo oxpoctod. Thus , it iG an onnontinl ~o tho 

cstabll•ltnont ond I!K\lntonnnco of a rural rohabilltotlon oroo th<>t 

proc( na plMta Md workahopo bo ncqulrad for tho uao o! co.eh rural 

r~~oh111tnt1on Aroo. 

'i.bc benatlte clorlvod fro~ tho sut)nr progre..':l 1'1111 bo u folloa:): 

<be provhlono o! the Coa<l.s=-Jonen Act will ba ""'t by tclclr-t; 

out of augnr cultlvnt.lon lMt.e tMt c.re c.n.:reJ.na.l fC;r a~r, and con­

!hlng co.no grow Inc to lo..•d well oui ted !or t!\e J".U'PPOO, 

Abaont oo ownorahtp of auanl·. la.nda Md euenr procoaalnt; fr.ell­

lttes will bo r oducod matorl<>lly, 
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Some thous.nndG of Puorto R1co.n13 Tlho ara not1 landl enn ns nell aa 

,iobleso will be rohaoilitntod. 

Puerto Rican auicultu.:-e will bo dive~·sified. Food ct·ops eon­

sunod locally and now imported wUl bo ~ro'l\11 on the nar ginnl ~ugar 

lands ~r.at. are taken out· or sue;£Lr production. 

]!. QQ.llig , Tobncco .!n4 Citrus f_r~. !!hr. inlilnd rogions 

of Puerto Rico, "hich n r o rather rnoWltainoun t:lrene. nr e given ovor 

nl~ost oxclu~ivcly t o coffee, tobacco £Lnd c1true production , ~1cso 

f4nning arcns hnvo boon rnvo.ged by hurricane. dw·ing the past fclo: 

yenrs. 'lhoir producttvonfH3s hns boon further i n ])(\i r cd du_rin.,g tho 

~Gt fow ycQrs. by tho complete doat1~tion of tho foror.t wfiich h£Ls 

token place through no&].oct nnd oxpl oi tntion , As n rosult of tho 

dovnst~t1on of tho forest , oar~ed soil erosion has not in and the 

coffee lnduotry has been further i!"'lpa.irod. because of t·he need to 

grow coffee buahes under tall shado troo~. As a. re.sult, tho ao 

re ';ions arc oiennlly otricken 4gl'icul turnl m·cao . The o~~1oru of tho 

lane!. have neither tho cash no•· t ho credit needed for holping thom­

ool vos lmd rebuilding thoir plantation.. It is proposed to r uhab il­

ttato tho iols.nd l'osiona by a. pror,ran \Tb.ich nil l b r ing to th1.13 aroa 

adequate lnbor to '"'ork tho lo.nd and •,'thich w1.11 suatain t~\J '(>I'03C~at 

inhabitnnta and tho incoMinc population during tho period noooo•nry 

to rootoro tho land to f rui t ful p ro duction, 

Tho program will be cnrried out by the purchase of nufficient 

l u.ud. to estnbliab subsiatenco fnma ndeq\lt>te to houao ond aupl"'rt 

the nec oasn.r y l aboring populo.Uon i n each roh.'\bil ita t ion nroo. . Fo r 

' 



t""our days a week theao laborera will ~irtd tJOr!=. o:"t tho coff""o. ~obacco 

n.."'ld eiln.1s fame in reatorb\S tha 'Pl"Oc!uctive!lcss of theun f&r,,a L"''.d 

trill 17ork on their own aubaictenco u:1Hs tho othel" two da;ro. During 

tho poriod in whi ch \tork on tho co!'feo fan':\s co.nnot bo carried out 

offoc tivoly this labor will dovoto itoolf to tllc conutructioo of 

Bdoq>nto housing fe r tho popul.Btion of tho v.rcn . 'lhrouQI thia pro­

cedure H is intended to build up" n\Z\ber of ro.'labilltntlon 1\rono 

1n wi'\ich coffee !ttr.na will be reetored to ?roduct.1vcneac and the 

laboro:·s cho work those far.:\s trill be -;1ve:: subsls\ence ho·\ostoa.Ja o~ 

which ~hc;v will prodll<:o thoir noc:oot~~n";{ food suppl~co <L"td lnc:1•oa•o tho 

total food supply lThich h f;TO"" IT1 thin t!:.c !Gla.'ld . 'lho pla."\ r.l ll 

nlso furni~h adoqutlto hou•1ng to inl\lrO dacc;,t Uv1111'; conditione for 

thi 1; labor. 

In pr~~et1co tho pln.'l flo t•ko '" follows:- 'lh• P. R. R. A. hlro& 

l nbororo to wo r k on thft r ohC11>111tat1on and tho roco:>otruetio" of tho 

co!'fco, o r o t.hor plantntio!\a.. For ovo1-y lrlboror no ouppl1cd, tho 

r plu."ltor o.groos to noll to the PBRA thruo o.crcs of avor:t. ;o ln;'\d , l\t 

hnlf its npprnhod VD.l\lD. 'l'hio lo..'\d is tho:> tw-nod Into " oubth~.mco 

ho:\•otond , to bo purchnood by tho laborer on long li:;,o pe,yr,o."\ta. 

-'• !prkorsl ltos;onatruc;t.lon ~: L~ ordor t.o &tR\lr\1 tho aucc:oea 

ot tho aubaiateaco honoateat\ vonturoa, it is _lcccsao.ry to nolnct tho 

mor. carefully who "ill bo auttlod on tho l ..::c Md to trnl'l thon in 

g&nitntior. , diot , &m\ otho1• t•oquiuitou of auccoas ful honoatoadl:~. 

'Partly for thin roAton , and pn1·t1y h or<lo,· to 'aeilltllto t!:o 

O:l£:1 nl!cring and conat rue t 1on \¥Ori: i:u:id.ontl\1 to ru.rnl rohnb 1 t 1 tat. ion, 
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app1·oxicately aeventy-ttvo nor:C:ers1 1·eeonst.:-w:tion camps •111 bo 

est~blis .. '~ted tn the varloua rural rer.abilit.ation are-as. '!.ho work of 

these c&~po will be to eonctruct co~unlty centerc and eotabl1ah 

subsiotenee ft\nne . 'l'ha cor.m'W11ty center will havo rocront1 on racU­

itieo , adequate school fncilitioa , work~po nnd othor "ocooaary 

l"OGOW"'COB for o.n asrieult.u.rtll eomnun1ty , Around tho COr'VlW\it;l contnr 

ouosistence farco will bo crontod nnd adoquate hous1"~ fnc111tlos to 

~ouse tho subaioteneo ho~~etcedora will bo constructed . As an 1~ 

ciC.cntnl to thoao eonotNCt.lon co.-"lp projects, tho nori .. ora wUl bo 

trained in proper t\Othodo of onnitnt1on , holpf'ul dicta, n."lt 1t1vcn tho 

ot.itcr- olonont.a of cducnt1on noccaanr.J to su.ceocsM livce no 1n­

~opo..'"ldcnt fllmcr•. Froo the reco:tstruc.tioa canp t.orlcore will be 

aelectcd tholfe to be settled on th<l !!o::lestco.ds . 

.!1. ~ ~ !llW lblm! Erndiclltion ~c.iJ! : Ar. lnooet 

post , the cattle t ick , and ~n infoctioua diacaso , bud>~t . thronton 

to dest roy two of tho bc.oic 1nduatl'io• o~ tllc inlnnd, tho cattle 

indlUtry nnd tho cocoanut in6u•tl"l'. lllo cattle tic£ hao rflVA~d tho 

livestock of tho lol&nd nt an incroaaing poco during tho paot ~ow 

years. tho budrot th..oatono to doctroy t!!o cocoanut Industry of t.'1o 

l$lnnd &t: 1 t hn1 dono in Cub4. .l prot;ratl loo;ctn~ t-o a aou.-.,4 cUvor­

aification of tho ~rlculturnl li fo of :ho Island ~t provont thia 

progr o .. lvo olirlinntion of two oaoc:~tial sourcoe o f dlvoraificntion. 

It iG thorofare propoocd thnt in conJunction with eo.ch roll<>b1l1ta­

tion· <u·eo. , n procrM of cnttl a. tick orndic~>tlon o.nd budrot or~>dicc.­

tton be c~rrled out . 
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.§. !)J,atribut!on ~: E:sse:~t1al to the sol ut!on of the problec 

of rurAl rohab!l!tatlon in the Islaac! Is the catabl!ah-,ont a:1~ r.lain­

tenance or an adequate distributi on oyster.,. I! lo.nd which hac been 

rotired ~rom cane !c to be ut ilized f o1· the productton of f ood , if 

reasonoblo d!voreification of aBriculturol products i o to be a tta ined, 

provi sions nuot be made for rfltrigerut!on , wnrchous!n~ and di stribu­

tion. It h therefore necessary thot In connoctio:~ rt1th tbe retabd.lita­

tion &l'Cils there be conotructed and tlllluta!ned wnrohousoa, co.nning 

planto, refrigerating facilities and alnttnira, Md a n~r~ber of s::>all 

distributing contoro . These projects aro to bo carrie~ out solely L~ 

conn~tion with , and as &.'1 inte.Iral part of , tho rural rohabtlita~lon 

areas . 

I . SUpplprnontnry Indu•trleo . Ao adJU.nc ta nloo to tho roho.bil­

ita.tton arona , workRhope will bo conetructod in tho com::~unity centers. 

Tho so l'!ll be dovotod to wood-working , tJ:>o prod.uct!on of cla_y 

prod\lCta , and tho production of cloth i ng. In nhort, it !o planned 

that In thooo worko.'>ops fUrniture ncodod to f\l.rn1sh tho h0r.1eoteaders 1 

houooa, pottery which will serve as neeessar; utonaila for tteso 

hoooatoad.a, a.~d clothing for the hooesteadera w111 bo produced. These 

wo rkabopo r-~ &lao oerve to supplenont to a degroo the !ncone of th o 

comnun1t1oa, 

§. rorootry Proerao. 

j!. Ju• Uficp,tign. Deot~t!vo soil o>·oalon 1o ono of the 

1:10at oo rinua problems that Puerto Ric an ngr!cultw·o ""' to contend 
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with. eapecially in the i sland region~ that arc given over prima.ril:f 

to coffoo and tobn.eco fan-,o1ng, Ovor la.rae aretLa h(ls vil·tuall y all 

tha top so il been r1as..~od an3,.y, c rops aro boing grown in clay, anc! tho 

proco~s- of orotr1on ia accaloratcd 'bacausc hurricanes have dostroyod 

hunlirc~.s of thouso.nds of tho troes that once shaded tho coffaa bushes, 

A far-flung progrll.r.l of forestation 1~ cssentinl to Puorto Rico 1 o f'uture 

wel.fare,lo.rgelyfor chockine erosion , "but partl y too for furnishinx: now 

t roos to e.~do coffee bushes , and .fo1· supplying l\rnb~r to roduco 

Puerto Rican ioport s lll)d aid tha leland 1 s indust ries . 

.Q, Degcription Qf Pro !oct .!!Wl Char!\Cter Qf. l!ork: '!"no p roposed 

forestry progr l1r.'l conaiats in tile purchllse of 5 ,000 acl'OG of forest 

l and and 15,000 acreA of ~nate oountain land !or reforestation . 

These f igures represent ~iniouo for une as a r.tart. ~oy are prob­

ably f~r t·oo small and inndequtlte for an ef~ective conacrvntion 

policy, 'the 1':\0'\m:to.in districts have boon ra._pidly denuded, cGpo-­

ciAll y in the tobncco :ogion, o.nd the net:!d f o l· reforestation is 

evident on evo17 hnnd. lleconotruetion ca~po will be eotablishod in 

con."\oetion with tho forc otry progre.o. 

_a, ~ Clearance ?ro 1oc;t • 

.!,. Juatification:- As a roaul.t of tho widoaprend dostruction 

of the coffee industry ~ccnsionod by hu.rr iconos and soU oroaio:1 

nnd tho ir.rpainnont of tobacco fnn:a1ng roeulti~ fror.1 ooil Qj"osion 

nnd ~Lsturb~~coa of nnturo.l irrig~tion, many par sons havo migrntod 

to tho city, 7hia population hno boon incronaod no woll by tho 
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absorpt.ion o! a~r lnnda 'by -.bsontoo-oW'!").or a . Ao A COl\aoquonco, 

thcro ia Q lo.r£0 iopovcr\ a.~od population in t b\! VM'l O'Ua :"\O trO})I')l Han 

o.rons who c ro livin« \U\dcr doplo1·nblo conditione . :lousing !'o.cn-

1titH; c.ro not or\ly inndoqUD.t o but conati tuto n eot·io\lo throo.t to 

tho honlth or tho 1al nnd by l'ct>oon of unonnitnry condltlono a.~d n 

haznrd to tho populntlon bocnuso oo ~ of t hooo houcoo nrc fire 

trnps . lndcod, n lArgo nunbor of persons Aro ovo~ 11vtnc ln ~neks 

l .n th" onrallco adjclnlnc tho lnrr.o r cities. Houal"ll J)roject a aro 

essential to tho welf'aro of the i&la.Jd.. 

~. Deaerlption S1I ?m tts;t and C"raract~r RI ~:- ~ia 

project conteaplatoa tho cleaf'(L'\CO of sl\r\ acrt1s, 1nvolv1n,; the 

d~oliticn of unsa nitary housl~ facili ties. 

,i . Hyjlroelectric Pro 1qc t. 

,g. JullUfigattgn:- ibo rural a.reaa of Puerto Rico, oapeci&lly 

in tho inland rC«lons, aro wholl y lacking tho bonofite of oloctric 

po1Ter, lf¥drooloetrle dovolop:1ont e arc urtcntly noodod to oupply 

electricity tor li&-'>t1ng and other household uuo . Equally urr,ont 

ia t.:lo need ror electric powor 1n the ru.ral arena to opore.to th o 

coffeo oilla L'ld to t'll.r:lia.'> tho noccs.,.ry •nort:t !or oupplyl"l: lr­

ri~tlon during tho poriodo of aor louo troughto , 

~oro arc ocvcral ai t oa In tho island favorably loealod rmlch 

would !urniall ndo(jWltC pow01' to moot tho needs of the rurnl nl'C40 

of the Iol~d 1f tho propoaod hydroelectric dovclop,onto WOl'O 

ootabliohod. 



]!. Dracrlptjon .!It Pro !oct and C!:a,.,.cter Sli ,Ju;;:- 'nth projee t 

provides for rural oleet,.ification. It "ill Involve the ~:onemt!on 

and t rnnsnisolon of electrical enerw to rurlll arcaa not prooontly 

s erved oy pr1vato compnnioo . It Is a ba sic projoct to rural rohab!l­

itat l on In PUIIr to Rico , 

~t Focomoon~ 1.2!: Future Consideration: 

1. Under ox1ot1ng conditions , t~o InsulAr Govor~~ont ' e po~or 

activitios and the P. R, R. A. progrn.., arc conccrnod <>lnoo t ontlroly 

t?Hh rural oloctriflcaHon, urban po>7cr s\lp!>lloa boinc in tho ha.-,ds 

of pr-ivat.o utllltloa. !'hi a Atr&!Vonont is econo:-11eall.y wt.'lenlthJ, 

~!nco t!lo poulblll ty for aupplyin,. rural nroao \TI th low coot powo•· 

oft en doponds on lar.:;o Mrlcots . Por t!>ls reason tho rocornondatlon 

has boon r.-.ado th4t tho powor Installations n: oovornl oitloa bo 

purcha sed froo tho!r pro~ont o1r.>er s Md <>ddotl to tho r,ovommont 

systen , to 1nauro no.rko t o. 

2. 'lhe Insnlar GovnMent _power o:rstc--n has boon lnapoctod by 

continental orperto and prono~·~ed one of the QOat offlclont a~d 

one of the beat Mll&6ed ayate:;,a In Anorica. Ita ratoa aro low, In 

view of tho relatlvoly high rates ch4rgod by the p•·lvatoly-ownod 

po.-or o;ratOQa, o..•\d in vtotT of tl:o !net tr.n.t abaontee-ownorahlp le 

f ound thoro eoo , tho ox tension of tho Insular linoo to include ur1>cn 

oyatooa would aooo to bo n aound ntop to~rd a noro hoQl~hy l al nnd­

oconoey . 

.§, ihg lln1yatpity .Ql ~ ~ Prograo, 

~- Juatif!eat lon o- Tho llnlvo~oity of ?u.orto ruco "" ' rounded 

in 1903, For aono yura it ,.., little noro than a nomal oeho~l. 



Its onrked dovelopcent coonenced in 1912 by an extension of tre 

UorrU-Nolson F\l.~d to th• torx1tory r~hieh onnblod ostabll n.'>Mont of 

a colle~:o of agriculture and nce!tAnlc A.J"ta. An act of the ~errUorial 
Lcr.lola~uro In 1925 aftor dod 1~ an i ndopendont orga"i zatlon and 

rea$0n&'ble fund.a for expansion . Aa a rrsul t tho Un!vcreity tm& oa-

~•;tally otre!'&t..oonod In 1•s fll.oulty , Ita student bool;r o.nd ito pl~>nt 

A."ld cquip:tont . In t ioato relations havo bot'n established bOt7e~, tho 

Un1vor~it7 and ~inont centers of learning in tho United States ond 

Europe. 

~o Univoroity o! Puerto Rico hll.s in tho post few yoars oa~sb­

lishod !or !tool! a crod1table poaltion oapoclnU;t In tho field• o! 

tropical nodlcino , tro~1c~l u~lculturo , and Sponloh otud1es . I t ia 

tho capstone of tho I aland 1s educational s,ysttt> and provi~s al•o on 
oasontlal sourco froa which tho Island dror.o tocb:>lcally okl.llod and 

t ro.ined ~on to develop ita a:_~ricul tural resource& , to prbtec t the 

p\lbllc heal tb and ot.>,erwlae ceet t'>e need• of a la\"ge araa fo r 

odllCa~od men . In Its unique pooltlon of baing ~ho onl;r !l!apan\c­

An;erican Univeroi ty that Ia not affected b;t the domanda and vlch-

aitudoa of politics , 1naofnr ao 1t lo not aulljeet t o the porlodle 

elosuroo thll.t have 1l:!po.1 red tbo value of othor RioJ'II'llc-Amerlcan In­

at! tutlono of high or l oarning, no t onl y can and dooa It oct as o 

balaneo w!leel In Puerto !lican 11 f e , which h alwa;ro turbulent in 

n pol11.1cal sanae , but mo.y bocomo of importonco At n po\torful 1ne Lru-
cent ! or amicablo Pan-ANorlean rolatton1. Ita ~~um ortoctlYonoaa 
In both cnpac1~1oo doponds on adoquato eupport, f1nanc1nl nnd moral , 

" 
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nnd on adequate plnnt , a.~d on eou.ra;;coun and onlioJt>toned lcndersi>lp. 

ntio mAximun effeetlvoneoa 1o of nn lmportaneo to Puerto Rico nnd to 

tho Fcdcrnl Oovernmont nnd offors . POs3ibilitloo which hnvo not yot 

boen fUlly a.ppr eclatod or plmbod. 

'l'he University 1a aupported lnrgel;r by a apeelal ta:< on la.~d In 

the leland. Due to d1otreaa In tho azrlcultw·al area, this fun~ baa 

boon ahnrply reduced during the PMt four years . Consequently toe 

r:o rk of the Univeroity hno been neriouol y hampe1·od , and 1t is In 

~r,er of b eing set back In ito essential work unlea~ funds arA rr~do 

nvnlla~le for developmont of Its pln.~t and o~uipmont . It Is proposed 

In this l""Jeet to .,..;.co a c•·nnt to th<> UnlvoraHy In an aoount auf­

!lclo!lt to ooct tho bnroat of Its needs . 

.l!. lloscrlptic:n g1 Pro 1pct .QM Chnrnctqr gJ.l!uJs:- 'lho con­

otruct!on of a oer loa of buildings and lnborntorioo urgently noeded 

by tho Univer sity of Puerto Ri co llt Rio Piedrllo, at tho Collego of 

AgricUlture I n !Jnyn5110• , and the School of ~plclll lledici"c 1:1 Snn 

JllOUI . 

ill. PJ.AliW!!I) .!!!l.l!& Am! OR?ANIWIOH 

Tho work outlined in tho foregoin& p&&oo h~o boon aoai gned to 

approprinto di v!oiono of tho PRRA for exocutton. Ho"evur , this 110rk, 

which Is the Admin1otretion 1e •maater pllln° for Puerto Rico reeo~­

atructlon , auat bo accompanied by furthor plannint; to dovolop dotaila 

nncl to provide for futuro operation. J. Plannln& ~vialon bAa thoro­

foro boon eroatod no part of tho PRRA or~ani&Atlon. 
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,A, "!'he nanni ng Div iaion 

':'he Plnnn!ng Divisi on is headed by !.!r. Rm'ael A. Gon,alez , 

ono of Puerto Bico 's nbl cst ens!ncers , a man nidely experienced in 

i rrigation work and thoroughly acq_uaintod with at;ricul tural pl·oblema . 

Ur. Gonzo.lez act a in this position as the direct repres enta tive o£ 

Dr , CRrlos E. Chnrdon , Regional Administrator of the PRPA, an<.i. tho 

princ i pal author of the "master plan11 on w!lich tho work of tho Pill!A 

is foundoo., 

Unde r ldr. Gonzalez , the Pl annil"'.& Division consist s of a com­

mit t eo on the ono hand and a research staff on the other, tlr. ll>r! 

Hanson, Plannin& Consul t ant loaned t.o tho PRilA by the National Re­

sources Commit tee , acts as Socrotary of the Planni ng Commi ttee and 

a i ds in e;:v.idi lll: t ho research work i n h is capo.clty a s consultant . 

The cornmitt oo is composed of heads of P . R. R. A, Divi sions . 

I ts f~etiona are a.s foll ow·s : 

a . To determine policy for tho suidonc o of t.>,o planninr, staff 

and to . 1·ocommend poli cy to tho Administrator for a ppropriate action . 

b . To co9 rdinate tho work of the PRRA into one central f unc­

tional pro; ram. · 

e . To •~tend t he present pro&ram of t ho ?RRA into tho future 

through appropriate reaoarch and recommondations for futuro actio::t. 

d. To eoordinato tho work of tho PRRA with thnt of othor local 

ar,oncios , oUch a o tho local branch of tho PERl\ , tho Univoroity of . 

Puorto Rico, o.nd the various Departments of tho l noult\r Oovorn._'"nont . 

29 
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e . To Orin& a.·oout a maximu:n Mount or coo!·dinat ion between the 

tvor!~ of the PRAA a.nd that of o ther Ycdoral agencies. 

f. To develop and define a Pu.orto Rican pol icy , fouttdad on 

Puerto Rico.n noeda, for r ecommendation to the l'odero.l Covernment . 

In ito "ork, the Plannill€ Staff is making such special studios 

a s for n potential cotton project , and for v~rious possible, industrial 

nctivitios utilizing agricultural products as raw materials. I t !s 

Also concerned "ith tho ini tia tion and the sound or6nrtizat io n of an 

i~land-widc cooperative movement, ?.•ith the crention of a nen a.orio.l 

map of Puerto Rico, o.nd n'ith all special studios of n ' onsic nnturo , 

such as populntion Atudiea, industrial surveys , at·udics of tariff 

and other economic problema as they ~ affect the PRRA program. 

Prov191on ha~ been made for~ full. ~eas~·n of elastici ty in 

ha ndling t he work of the planning staff. Special as&ig~~cnts arc 

made with other organization& ~hanove r those nre better equipped than 

tho pl anning staff for dealing with the probl em in hand. So , for 

innte..nco , the FERA iG now cons tructing a nunbar of experimental 

dwell ing hou£es under the guidance of, and fo\• tho purpoaos of the 

P!lRA Plnnning staff. :Engineers of tho Rural Rehabilitation Divisio~ 

arc mRki!l& opecial topographic surve;to needed b; · tho plannin& start . 

To tho Legal Division hao b een aasigne4 tho pl'Oblam of invosti'l'lting 

J' possibil itioo for protecting Puerto Rican induotr!o• against unfair 

competition from big corpo rationa on tho mainland. Experts from tho 

Inaulnr Govornmont and tho Un ivoroity of Puarto Rico nre <>55ist1ng 

' 
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tho Plan."li!l(; Division in mnking studios of nll>rl:eting problems, 

cooperative probl..,s , population probl""s and the llke. 

A large nlll!lber or appat·ently promi$l D,) pro jcCt$ have bOOJ;l 

reco~ended to the Plannins Divivion for ur~ent investi4ation. How­

ever , rna~ of those aro hol d in aboy~~co, pondl~ t~e formulation of 

more cl early defined polieioa trAn exis t at prosont for tho 5Uidanco 

of tho plan,"lin(; staff. Tho work now in han~. 1\s r.cll as that under­

taken i~ tho futuro wi l l bo usod i n port for tho formula t ion of In­

dustrial and OGriculturnl pollcloo t o be roco~ondod t o tho PRRA and 

perhaps to tho lnoulnr nnd Federal Govcrnmonta , 

~ As tho work progroasoo, 1t will discloeo tho nood fo•· the oystcm-

atlc collection of basic data, lnvontorioa of Puer to Rican mineral 

r osourcos , wutor l'csourcca , t imber roaourccs , ll."ld ~~icul turnl prod­

ucta that ""'¥ be used as rtlw mntorlala for loco.l induot rlcs eM and 

will bo undertaken who~ovor tho epocific noods for thooo lnvcntorioa 

become clearly dofinod , Fbr tho proaont tho Bureuu of tho Conauo io 

tnkinc a conaua of Pusrto Rico, a.t the i~stl~tion of tho PRRA nnd 

for the purpooo of acquir1n~ ~to-do.te i nformat ion on population 

t'lov om.cnts and oconooic tronda. 

~. Provisionp m lJ>mt!nont Plnnnine:, 

While t ho pla.l'lni n.o; work of tho PRl!A. Ia onco'lU'OI",od o..td finnnced 

by tho Fod~ral Oovo~~ont, it is in a very rool a~nso ~ Puerto Rica.n 

odcrprioe, ':'Ito ontiro PRRA program lfAG dovolopod by Puerto RlcMa 

a.nd ia being eo.rriod out in tho lar«<at noneuro possible by Puorto 

Ricans, Puerto Ricnn oxpol'ta do tho bulk o! tho worl: in tho Plc.nnin,s 
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Division . It ta intended. thn.C. ~he plann17lg; worlc rlll bo turned over 

to an appropria te 1"\lort-o Rtcan o•·~,lz4tion. o~ratin& without Federal 

hel p , a s soon a e praeUc.nblo. 

·For tho pl'esent 1 t 11 oanonnal that pl an:::if16 fo r Pu,n·to Rico ' • 

f uture go hand in hand with tho major op• ra tlonal effo r to for roeon­

struction tha t are bein,r; oodo by th_, PRRA. Any ot !\cr courae l'I'Ould load 

inevitably to a diverr:once ot tho two aetlvi t ics , 

':ho 1m:r.cd1o.to future of coordinc.ted pl an:1ine fo r Puerto lUco ' • 

r~const~~tlon is t~erefore cloaely nasocinted with tho t~e4iato future 

of t~e F-lEA. 

Under the orietnal termo of u.a prese:1t. allotn.ent, comlr.~ !"ro~ 

:-. P , A, funds , the PRRA procr&.~ would. end Jtme , 1937, H.o"evor , lt la 

impo adOl e to reconstruct the econort'Q' of whA-t l\iT.ounts to nn lolftnd .. 

natio nal by spending aomo mllllono of dollnr s I n the ahort opRco of two 

yea.:-s. lNcn f ive yearo of 1ntonn1vo e1'fo1·t would 'bu inauffi ciont . l n 

o r dtu· t.o be reo.lly offoctivo 1n rndactn~ tho noed for po~nont ro-

11cf, reconstruction ou.t bo & cont1~UAl, po~ont offort . 

For ·this r eason apecia.l lec1dl'lt1ve action haa been obtntned f"r'o:n 

Con1ress e.~ u.e ;n·eaont aeeaion . 

.l c opy o f Senate BUl ~140 AI it "":'• !"i~lly po.gaed on Febrw\ry 3 , 

1936 • is npp.encted to the p1·eattnt report , -:he two 1\::\encbenta lntrodU~Ced 

by the Senate r est r ic t tho aco~ of tho bill <>nd jjj!l:£ invalidl\te ita 

insurAnce fe.o.tw·oa , BeM14n lt'bornl1t.int; the terms unde r nhich the 

p>·oocnt func'.o tM;J be aXJ)On&oc\, tho bill prov id•• , In bri ef , f o1· the 

following : 



n., 'the money now allotted to th., F'RSA , or to bo Dllot t od in the 

ncar f1•hu·c , 1:3holl be Rvnilabl e for expeli(H tul·o u;,til Juno 30 , 1910. 

b , All income derived from oper~t iona finnnccd out o f this 

fu."l.d n U l con oti tute a r ovolv1ne fund tlu.tt t~hall re!'I'ID.in avo.ilablc for 

e xpen diture Wltil Cong rosa sho.ll provi<!.o othcrwi&c , 

c . Certain taxea he:etoforo or l:en~inaftor colloctod from the 

proceaGin~ oi Puerto Rica., suear, ~~all be transfe rred to the revolving 

fund o:~thorhod by thio Act. 

d. Ho t oxcoodil'\6 $10 ,000 ,000 of th! ~ !und mo.y in tho di scretion 

Qf tho Pr nsident. bo uGod as an insuro.nco t W\d to prov i de hutTieano 

i:"'au.ranco to Puerto lUcn!l f armers , 

Ti-'c intr oduction to th e r opo r t oi' tho ?uo)·to RicAn Policy Corn-

mission Gto.ti)G in J)4ll't t ho.t 11 l t --- cr.<:ms hi~~ly dosi rl\bl o , p robabl:t 

imJl(l rativo . thnt a l nnd restoration o.u .. 1 t ndustl·in.l dovolopmo:'lt pro~rO.'ll . 

combined r.ith a policy of o~igration to auitablc onv1ronm~:"'t5, bo 

POrkorl out n a aeon o.a poaallJ l o. 11 Fi r,uro 1 of tho present r epor t scH.Jrnt. 

to iudico.to t hnt emigr Ation a s "''~11 au othur moo.na wHl bo nocoaa.o.l")' 

feu· ?uorto RieM r aconutruction. no r:.a.Hor wimt stops a r c taJc1m for 

rural rchabilita tio:l a.nd 1ndu.atr1alizat1on. 3ut if e::n1.sra.tio:1 1.a to 

be oncour&60d, careful p1·el iminary 1.nvcntit,.. t1ons il.!l to loca tions , wa ;ts 

and mea.."lo, are neceasar,( to pl'ovtde come auou.rance that pa.at f&i \urea 

• 
r.ill not be repeated, Undol' oxist i :'l£: ro{;u.Intlons , no par t. or thtt fa"'tds 

now available in the PlmA rna.y bo apo 1t outai~, of tho bo'll:.ldAric.s ot t"'o 

thHod Sto.toa . In~oat1g.o.t1o::~s l eAdittLt to ll potential "mi gration pro-

8 l'Ml aro thorOtor o r ca trtc tod uoriounly. if '"lOt mada virtuAlly 
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CVOl'- i)o o.dvoeo.tod 'by tho a~!teics co!'tecrncd with rocor.,tructton. 

71th the pe.osaco of tho revolvin;; fu:ld bill, the plan"l1.,~ "or';c 

nott boll\': ea.rrlod on ho.s 'b\Je:t put on a seni-pst~"\:le'"tt. basis to~t~er 

•It~. the reot of the P. ll. 3 . A. vorl:, I n the future , after tl:e act1v-

ltioa and polnta of vlew of tho Rcco~struction Adninlst~atlon a~d the 

lnaull\r Oove1-noont have been brour_)it r.:ore closel;r together for Jolat. 

action t oward t.he comr.on goa.l of cco::IO"'tlic secu.ri. ty 'for Puerto Rico , 1 t. 

ent or the P. R, a. A. 

.. .... 
••• 
• 

At t llehod: Copy of s . 3140 

• 
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7,.~ CO:IGBESS 
1st Session 

s. 3 l~ 

IH ':'flE SF."1AT!: Oi' ':'~E lr'l~'!D S":'A':'!S 
v 

!JAY 13 (colond.o.r day Ju•>• 24,) 19~5 

~{r . ':':,·,1 1a.=-s introduced tho !ollottil\~ bill : tthich 'ma r<:n<\ 
t"lee an(. roterrod to tho Corru.n1ttne on Territorins 1\nd 
I'lsular Af!'ai rs 

A B I L L 

':o pro\•id.e t~..at fw!ds allocated to Puerto 21co u.1de~· tl:o lhe:-r,o;tcy 

Relief Appropriation Act o!" 1935 mA:J b'J: expc"":t"ed for ,cl-rAnont 

rehabilitation, ond for othor JlW']'lOses . 

l h .ll ennctod .ll.l: !li.A ~ w !louse !ll llepresontn-

2 .lli~ S1J: Jh§ l1nll!lll ~ ,rll NlOI'icn in Conrrgaa nauqpb\od , 

4 or shall acgrogato or allot tor projects in ?u.-n·to Rico out 

5 o~ the uoney approp1'1oted by tho <horpenq ilrli~f Appro-

6 ;>rintion Act o! 1935 "'""11 constitute " special 1\t".t\ 'o pro-

? vide relief a.'\d worl: rolla! a."l~ to inCl'CUI.se ceplo;tmont in 

8 Pul"rto llico. ~u f'und thua oatabl1al;o<l shall continuo 

9 twalla~1c for oxpond!turo until Juno 30 , 1940, All 1:\cor.~o 

10 dor tvod from oporntiono tinnnco<\ O'.lt of thio fund and tho 
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l proceeds of the d.\ IJ)Oii tlon 0~ pi-opcrty acquired t~erPJ. th 

2 shall constitute a rovolvln : run~. whic~ Shall r~in avn\table 

3 for expend1t.w·o !o1· tho pw-pooos and in oannor nuthorl:od 

4 herein and tn the Emer~ency Relief Appropriation Ac~ of 

5 1935 until Congr oon ohnll provi de othorwi co , notw!thotnnd-

6 !ng nny limitntion of time contained i n the said !rner~oncy 

7 ReHor A'P)lropr intian Aet of 1935 . Any a fency or ogonc\Oa 
1 

8 lawfully doa!~tod or oatabl!shod to nclr.linister ru.~dc nllaHed 

9 here~der or tho ravolving tund herein authorised a~ bo 

10 continued ao lor>& ao tho .,!d !\mds or an.v of thea r.-in 

11 avnilnble !or oxpondHuro. 

12 Projects rar rurnl rohnb!U to.tlon In Puo1·ta Rica r"'lo!! 

13 include tho tLCQuls1t1on , devel opment , maintcnMCO , ~'!.d 

14 oporat lon ot Agriculturo.l propol·t ios and cntor-

15 prt coo . A roaoono.bl o chnr·~· mo.y bo mado for rotar!ala 

16 o.nd aorvlcoo produced o r mn.da nvo.1lnb1o by D.o.y projoct. 

17 ?rgvidod, Thot auch mntor1ala ond ~olv 1cos moy aluo bo 

18 supplied • • eoopensatton, 1n whole or in part, ror aerv1e•• 

19 re:>dered by peroons .. played upon &:>:~ project . 

S:i:C, :!, l!o~withotanding tlle prov!a!ona o! section 15 

Zl (f) o! tho .\crlcul ~lll'&l .ldjuo.taent >let , RS Mended by 

22 ooet!on 8 or tho Act o r \lo.y 9 , 1934, o r any ac tion talcon 

23 thereu.,dor, all • • o.ny pD.rt o! the u.~o'ol!p;ated balance of 

24 ta.xeo hereto fol'O or horeaftor coll ected from tha proea .. ina 

25 of oue;ar bee t s or O\li&reane In Puorto Ri co o..1d/or 11pon 
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the nroee~al~~ 1n eonti~e~tal United State• of augAr pro­

duced in or comi~ !'rO:l Puurto Bico. ore hereby authori zod, 

in tho diacrotion of thet Prosidont , to be trllnofei.·rod to the 

revolvi"& fund authorhcd by thlo •\ct . Nol excoedi"& 

$10 ,000 ,000 of this ru.~d M!/ , in the discretion of tho 

President , 'bo set aside in the :'reaaw·y tor uat) as nn inau.r 

ance fund to lnaw·c Ind.! vidual RGrlcul~w·lato !n Pw!rto Rico , 

but to tho oxtont only of auch !n.ura.1co fu.~d und B• accro­

tlono, &e;ainat d.Amago by hw·ricMo to tholr ram dwolHnca 

Md farm bulldln,~o, ~;rowi•'l't cropc, pl&:lta a.~f. trees . tnclud-

1:\b trees uaed aa a.l:\ado for aroTtln;: crops. ware.ltouacc and 

produco in 'bo.rns o.nd ware.'rtouseo: .W.~. ThClt onid 

fund may bo ao el"lployod only durin~ auch poriods &a tho 

SocretO.rJ of the Interior Ghall find a~C determine t~At 

corr-~erc:la.l 1osurance ia :1ot ava1lo.ble &!td at precltna su!f1c1e~tly 

hlch to keep tho principal of tho ot·l-;inal !~aw·a.~co fund intact , 

and policies of lnauranco aho.ll be iuued hereunder onlY purounnt 

to &uch tei'mo and prem1u.~ rn.ten as tho Socrotaey of the I:-tter1or 

ohall 'PI'eoct·ibe by regulations duly prooul,;ited. tl:ttU otherwise pro­

vided by ll\w all monaya collcctod a o prm~i\::>a on .-och 

tnaurance or othorwiao i:t eon-"l&etton with tho n.dminiatro.-

tlon of such fund or tho opcrntlon of such lnour~~nco 11ctivl ty 

lhall oonatit~te aecrotlo~o to tho fund and &hall bo hold, 

togothor "1th tho original lnouro.nco fund and all a~ditiono 

thereto , &.a a rovolvtnr. fund. for tho pu.rpoaca ot aucb 

tnauranc,e. 

3 
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,f:ectl ·> .• tel;, 

lliss Ruby Black 
211} t rince st . 
Alexandria Va. 
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ltlsa ~by A, Black 
Newa Bureau 

Attaouooataly, 
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Washington, D.C. 
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l\'C.HtNG GAUTTl., 

V. Cl.ltoOCRAOA.. 

( ? [ ;;_ ,, j/ 
RUBY A. SLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 
Su .J- , ..... ,...Ric.• 

C\'r~<ui6 JOUDtA\, 
824 NATlOHAL. P••• • B U IL.OII,.O 

J ..... ...,. .. ,H.v. 
1..UCU·TUC6~ 

' "'" Clol•• • WI .. 

Dear Mrs . Rooaeveltt 

WASHINGTON, 0 , C , 

December 30 1 1936. 

"~'SS·G.4l.'m[, 
Gn .. t.,, w .,, 

STA" JOURNAl.. 
Jo~.oollou, W"to. 

I>OST-Cit,SCUf T, I 
...,..,. .... w .... 

Tllt tUN[ , 
I.• e. .... , w;,, 

OAII..Y HOATWW{STCI.N, 
o.u . .... w-••• 

Jane is delighted with the doll , which she promptly 

named "llillie • when I told her she co1:1e !'rom M1lwoul<l! e . She 

dresses and undresses her, pu t s her to bed in t h ose fino 

pajamas . I had not reslized t hat the dol ls came equipped 

'With such extensive wardrobes . I llltlrveled again at the 

corefulwork, t h e exce l lence ot every detail. The moat 

expensive dol ls hove not such well~ade clothes. Ot course , 

I , too , am pleased to havo it. I told ll,rry Hopkins , st 

Curtis's psrty the other day, that I was pleased to report 

my child"on relief" because of that doll, and he felt t he 

same way about it, since Dians has one , too . He thinks they 

're the fineet dolls there are. 

We mis s you, end we hope you can come book soon, and 

that all will be '!lOll with Frankl in Jr . very quick ly. 

I have already told you how much I love the table . It 

is grand in my living room. 

Enclo .. d ia a note I penciled leet night at hOtle. I 

re-read it today , and decided i t was all right to a end it . 

With love and beat wishea for ~/Year, 

P.s . , Do tou th1nll: Fronklin Jr . ond JUaa llu Pont would ll.ke a 
fair OOP7 (eaob) of the Roaeo and Juliet eoezw, autographed by 
the aotreaaeaT ~· 
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DeM' Rubyc 

January 16, 1937 

I reud your letter l!11d h~.<.ve 

passed i t ul ona t o the Pr esident. 

4ffeot1ont~ t el y, 

Miss Ruby A. Black 
211~ Prince St . 
Alexandria 
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ott the Recol'd aud Co11fiden t1a1 

Jonu~ ry 2.3, 1937 

Dear Rubyt f' I ''· k 

Thu ?ros1dent :s~;ya at tl •e 11101:1ent t he 
b1C tt•1ng in Puerto !l1co 1 :s 1··: . ~ther 
Puerto Ri co ncil ts to lc~r: , ~ • 1!11.;:, : .. .nd 
l1:.ve t h e .it<.t us o!' ;. .> tt.te , o r- l'lilt•the r 
t h ey •:..n t to be ! r eo . I!' they " u:l t to 
bt> free, t l,c.-:r ca, .::ot, of cour se, !·:: vu 
all the t.h i !il!S that t hey c~>u l~ ve i f 
t h ey wish t o be a st .. ttt. 

Secr etnry I d:es ll!ld !.Irs . Hloll:lp ton under s t d ld 
the r eal :s1 tuntion. I do not t hink you need 
•:Jr ry nbout ti1e i r bo1n~ able to n wtdle 
Ernest Gruen1n g ;.nd Os car Cht>pllll.m. I " " s 
uf r a1d t.l}oy did aot Allow lllllch :. ilout it. 
I woulu rrot h a·le bolic vod O<IIY cosslp i n 
w1y case. 

ThA ur t .tcle yo~ wrotu is o . !\ . 

( 
'' 

-
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Jonuory 22, 1937, 

H{SI·OA.tml. 
••••• t.,.~w.,, 

Sl.t.Tt J04JAN41., ...,. .... .,.,. .... 
TJit iVtfC. 

... c; ...... . w ... 

Ot cow•ae , you know by now the • errif ic efforts being ·,ade by ruerto R1oon reactionarieo to d i ocrodit Luis !lunoz I.!Dr in. Thoy hove gone to ouch l \l(ticrouo loneths os to'soy t hot "every 'door in '.lashing t on i s closed to h1m, evon Ruby Dlock 1 e , 11 

For thi a reason, added to the f oct thOt ~e met a UP man after having teo with you , end simpl y told him we hod boon thore , onc:l hod nothing to aoy about i t , I "rote the enclosed story and oirusiled it that night . ~. 
(i'~ !?:'<<' I 

I hovo hoe w:~ors that this i s being r o- tronol&tod t:rnzta. to English from the ppnioh to which it 110S tronolatod, ond certain changes moc:le , for the purpose of sendinct,it to you \1 1 th tho i deo that I might be d iscredited in your oyos , -For this reason, I em g ivipg you hore\lith e copy of the orig inal Ilnslish, ,J-:_ 
I do not doubt tho t thoy have tol d you -ne 13 o Nationalist , ~hen t he fdct is that tho ·lfot1onsl1sto hote him :.or oe then they hate any othor man, because he appeals to intelligonoe and sonso in the democrat ic woy instead of to emotiOn and hatred , and because he ·• o1•ks for democrocy ond so6ial ju3tice , in "hioh the lloti onolis t s ha ve not tho sliBhtest interont . liazsa.laiJI 

r 
I knon , from my constant cont acts with him, tho t he 18 still what he hoa it always been .:._ the most intell1aent ond unselfish statesmen Puerto Rico has produced, and'the most ardent supporte r or oll that this administration stendo for , Tho roqctlonories n1thin his 01m party have oiezed upon this moment to otteopt to f orce the Liberal Party itself into r eaction . 

You asked Luis if he hod tallced to Osoor Cheprnon , He hoe , of course , ond while I think Oscor is f riendly ni th him one! w 1th me 1 end believes in the social and e conomic purposes for lihioh ne otond , I think abo that he is s tr iving to "seve Ernest ' s l job, " and beHoves that Ernest hoe done and can do no i rrovoeable harm, Ot eour~o , os Luis told you , we aro not int orosllec:l in depriving llrnest of o jobJ only in deprivina h 1m of control over the d estinies of ruerto Rico and of the pa;or to eobotage what thia adminietration set out t o do in ~uerto Ri co, ~us I arn not sure Oscar can be counted upon to do much, I think that 2~orotary Ickes and ltro , Hampton (aaoi stant c:lireotor of the div i sion of tel'l'itorf.e o and ialan~ poaaea•ions) know moro about t he ni tuoti on thon any one e lse in tho department , 

Pore iva my eonotont troubling of you; ~onestly, I do it only tor Juerto Rioo and the Roosevelt ac:lminlotrotionl 

Love , 



) 

called Jot>. , , 1'137 

1.4 t:plt.c:t or Ua~ lliU-.)' lo..:.J., Allll.io.tJul, lllld i.at~l'l'l~ t.ion.-.1 )l'ObJ.(&.JIJ t •• at dlol l.,( 

t.a.ke up b.&· a tl.ult.ioo, uit.CUGiod l .utst ~atu.rua;r t.:~u _-,t·o!,,_t..J:_ or ?twrto l'1co 

duria.g t..lro ....... u.&.rt.or.s or &A l..o....r .. 1 L!1 L..u.:. Liuno~ uuln. 

t ae President.• a 111te1 VI..;)Utr vlblt. to ?\wrlo I.i c:o ln ll:J.L , tA)4t&l. •• -..r 

conltu•6ilce vi t.L. ILunor. 6i4:r1n "--d b4.. '''O)'Jri.JS to '""o 1n ~ J.a• J...i '>~" t.o : lo~'ida 
~ 

t.o t••cuparute: fN:: tbtl ~t. l a:u:uelioa. .. a..aJAoA•rlllt.ioc ............ .. 

t..twt. kta~p:. . ..bl 1.D a& 3ot.L:>a ,.o ... ;lt.;..l ~l.1C.o t.::• "~ l:~ .... or-.. 1 W• ... i'~l..GCt 1.mtU 

Cnrht.G4a to r-..1A wit:> hi.ll Wltil J""uary 2nd, •t w .. i on ti"a .~,., O&ll• to 

·~aaliJ.uol~ to .-r1u a ~··e~<t IIWib•l' of ot'ftcbl ant.:"U""""'•· 

a&r, !JUllo~ :.&a.rln GAd t.h11 COl"t o~~ ... adent weril ln'lit....c! W t.o& a (. th• 

ffhl w UouN vit.h .:.tr~,. l100uvelt on ba~~. to atg,.:uC~o Puarto l.lcu~\ .,wobl~• 

&D<I t!.llr ooluUou ao wll 1 1 to c~o.Udar .'utur.. problo~;:,o, 

I t l o DOt proper to CIIIO I.e llro, MoM <11lt 1n ltor )l'iv&t.o dli<'Utlon of 

""'~ 
Jt~ 
~ 
rl--~ 
,p)~ 



~ ---
o<>ly Ur . •.:u:so~ !Url..u &Ad I wero iR'~-•nt. llut I can r.port t 1 • .:t t.be 1ntereut 

!Q.t'Ol~Uoa. 

r 
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STAll JOUaHA&.. 

POfT.QIKKOif. ......... -. 
TaiiUNS., 

o.•u••· w,._ . .. : . l···uo ··~· .. , . .,, . 
De ot' Mr s . Roosevolt: 

l llOn t tO t honk you fOl' your O•:oOll Off tho ' 
Record and Con!'idontiol letter . On tho oonoo doy l r ot it, 
Grace Tully ca l led no up "1th a t i ne reply r r 0111 tho '7•ros i dont 
to ~Y l e tte r to him obou t aovornmont reorganizati on , 

l th ink this letter from Deon ' Bonnor or tho 
Universi ty of Ill1n1oe Collage of EducKtion , who \fOS for five 
years chancellor of tho Univorol ty of Puerto ~leo , civoa a 
clearer picture or tho llngl1sh- teach1na :>roblor• thun ony other 
short sto ternon t l ha vo seen, 

llo ono in Puorto Rico, save probably a h:o ndfUl of 
lla tlonaliats , i s osoinat tho teaching of Enelish, 3on . Llunoz 
l.oo r in s;.ung his nerty ' s lea1alro t1vo votas in lino tor o ~provol 
or t ho opproprlo tion tor tho contincn tal F.nallsh too cho re roq1oootod · 
by tho odministrotion, 'J.'he OO!)ropriation '·' " " liOr.lo :.bout o >"'"'' ogo. 
!Junoz "'or i n ' s roprosontotlvo vievo poi nt i s that , oo J·:nul ish is 
o va l uab le osaat, 1t is o quas tion of social ,justice to teach i t 
ar ract i vel y ln t ho r r oo public schools . Tho quoo t 1on in not a 
pol itical one but o,n oducottonol one os to the oft e ct1venoas of the 
method of teaching , Podo(lO(l icol authorit ies ovidontly f avor t.'1e 
system estoblishod by J)r , Pod i n , nhich !lean Rehnor 1s letter describes . 

Tho desire of <uerto Ricans that Rh(lliBh bo taught 
unan imous one\ bears no rela t i on to tho question or 
Inde pendence , 

i s virtually 
Sta7ood or 

The Stetehood- lndependenoo 1scuo is boslcolly economic, 
os bath solutions aro considered d16nified f or Puerto Rico, The 
sucor people \lOI,Ild l1ko to 800 their present tariff Pl'i vilogoo 
made perpotuol Iunder o totohood) ; liberal thinkors ~ ioh a d1vorsi­
f1od e conomy for which thoy bollove f11erto Rico noodo the tarlf.f 
and tre a t y"'lnok i ng pOYiera of a eovere 1t3n noti on. 

Son . Munoz '"or in i s really very om:ioue to diseuse 
Jihe fundamental ooonomi o ond socia l que s t ions i nvolved with the 

res ident . 

X ours " i th love , 



COPY 

The Honorable John W. Studebet.er 
United States Commissioner of &due~tion 
Department of Interior 
V.'eehington, D. c. 

Oee r Or. Studaba.ker: 

J onuery 12, 1937 

It oceur a to me that 1 should suppleme~nt my previous letter 
to you recommending Professor Joee A. Balseiro for the Commissioner­
ship of Edue e.tion of Puerto Rico by thie brief atateuJ6nt concerning: 
one of the other eendidetes tor the positio n 2tuJ one ot the issuea 
which ia being raised end which might b~dly mial••d some ol tho r.nah­
inrton of fici•la . 

Ju~ r. Blanco , who is beir.g recommended by Resident Com­
misaion,r Igloaia~. is t. weak tnd colorl ess subordinate in thfl Insula r 
Oop&rtment of Education wbo would be easily controlled by the majority 
party which ia r6comendi ng him tor that vory rea-son . 

The aebools of Puerto Rice, ea you know, are blllnguel . Under 
the adminiatration of Concissioner~Jose Padin, •hose reai&nation created 
the present vacancy, changes we re ~do in the plan ot instruction 1~ 
the two l"nguagea. These chango• •ere b~aod on recomcendationa from 
Or. West ot Oxford Univeraity, Dr. Or~y of tba Unive r sity of Chicago, 
and representatives of Teachers CollegQ , Co lumbia University. They 
consisted of extending the pe1·iod in tha. early gredes d'urin,e which 
instruction 1• given in Spaniab, with Engli sh studie rl as an additional 
l anguoge. Thereafter, es you know , ell studie~ are conducted in ~gliab, 
with Spanish taught as a aupp lemontnry l .. nguage . 

. Tl\('1 dis like of the Ioajorlty party for Commissioner Padin , •hom 
they •er~ unable to uao as a mer~ tool of the p~rty , l ad to a bitt~r 
attack on · tbia progre.m which · baa been rapn~t sented 111 Washington &s 
based on fear thnt th e peop le of the leland are goint to be deprived 
of opportuni t1ea to l ee.m Eriglisb. You ce.n aoe how wel l this aort of 
attack lends. itself to aympathotio hoarin~ in continantol United States 
if t'be ftlcts are not known. The candidacy of Ur . Blanco , who bts son:;o .. 
tlrto s re f errAd to himselt cus Job n ? . \~hi te (the tra n.s lo.t ion of h1 a nNlle 
into ?.ngliah) , b~a been p romoted in pert on tho b~31a th~t __ eu Supervlaor 
of Engliah he woul d insuro tho r_,tention of Snglisb in the s chools end 
the correction of the "error•• rr.a.de by t>adin , whereas the appoinaent of 
B•looiro would ~•on o diminiahing attenti6n to Engli•h by virtue of tho 
flb.ct that Be.laelN aa rrofeauor of nomMce Languages a t this University 
to&ch ea Splb.nish. 



Dr. lobn ft. Studebaker -2- Jrnuor7 12, 1937 

Ur. £rno't. Gruenlnr h,., transloted s;Htocioes of t•roteeao r 
B&lselr o , ~tede durinc: ~l•O pcu--io•a of thi ~ tbree- )'ear aervic:o na vlalt.· 
ing prof essor at tt.e Unlvarait.y ot Puerto Rice, in which he r:.ttdc vory 
elee.r hi1 foaling tlast tho toe.cbb•g of Engli sb we.' basic to ~ho bo•t 
int e r ests of th ~ pooplo o r Puerto ~co. Pro fe~sor Bal1ciro foola 
the:t tbe ~eation or th" t1uW!I end t liQ plece tor the teaehint{ of ~~ns liah, 
in orde r to gat tho boat rosulta , is one which con bes t bo doc1dod b y 
authori t iOI in t hO t t udy Of thA problO~S Of teaching bilingual &roUpt . 
In o the r worda, he wou ld f eel, as did Comisaioner Pad1n , that the 
recoo~Wend&tlon• of comJHttont euthorities e-.ach as Or. Woat or Oxford 
Unive r sit1, Prot eaaor Ort)' of Ll1o Un iverd.ty of Chict.~o , end others 
shoul d doten:~.ine tho aolution or th'lse problema. 

From evary point of vie• J t eal tb~~ Pro! esaor B&laeiro i a tho 
~n beat f il~ed aeon' tboee who are •~ailftble tor th~ Com.ie,1onereb1p 
ot Education in Puerto Rico ~o 'ontlnue the p rocreaa1ve dov$lop:~nl of 
tho Islond school ayot~• in toopinr with tho tr.dition which hos pre­
vail ed throughout tbe history of the lsl&ndf • ith r sinclo exception 
represented by the aotbaek • hieh occurred du r in&: ti.e Hardlnr /\&c1n1s· 
tr~~ion when Juan B. Hu1ke .PI ~edo Co~issioner ot r.ducatlon because 
ot his wi l llntneaa to fetch and carry lor Oovernor R.eillJ· 

TEll :S 

Sincersly your-s . 

ThocPa B. Bonner 
Uean 

Tho writer ot tbh 1& ttor 1, Doon ol tho Colloro ol Educ~llon 
ln tho Univoralty ol Il l inoia and • •• !or l ive yea rs Chancel l or ol tbo 
Univoroi ty ol Puorto Rico bo l oro occo~l 1n~ bia preaonl poaitlon ln Illinois. 

<' 

• 



STATEI.IEIIT 01' '-'~! . 1J!L£!) H. l'Alf<SAIIKS, ltl:.C!OIIhL AC>:'I'IIS1 ~.A'!"lh 01' THE PRRA 

(Publlahod ln •IU !..'undo", Jan'"'" .I .21st, 1•)37) 

In t.Ul~wer to (!uestionillZ by r ej)Ortors ; 

"I have been t~<o months at t he hoao of tha Recotootructl·>:l :.da1.n1.ut.rntlon 

and I wnnt lo say friiJl.kly lhbt :;,y gr.;atoct. preocupati<>a !.:os bee.\ to try to ts~<e 

the P!>.RA to its original proDrlll:.l:le of econ.>dc r e,l.llbill l.:l tl .1 fo•· t~or. leland. 

The ;?ro.;ra=e wu initiated as coul<.l:'lod Lt t he Chnrdo" 1 lan, t l.r.t is , to r;orlc 

for the oeOJlo:dc reconstructi"ln of Puorto raco . Eut thore "Wf's t~.e nood of ustnc 
.;?, 0001 000 or the fWlds ollot.ted for eccr;.:enc-y rolle!1 n.n~t ol~t~r ::nt-1:: for 
vnrious o ti'lor activitioc. The i\,;,dncont•l objective o!' tho Plan rm 3 to crentil 

small landowuers , buildi"<! homes in pioces ot' land r'o1• tho worker s , to establish 

coo;>erativea for varioun activi ties , to rehabUHete indust.ry enct n~t·iev.l.turo ; 

and tbis thought-out prodrn:=e suffered cortain breakdor.ns with pr~Ju~ice to the 

reconstruction of tbe island. In one yuer we have spent ,~ , 500, 000 in ''"i:es ln 

connection wit~ reb:lbilltation pr~&ra~cs for coffee, tobacco en~ fruits . It 

is true that we beve atven ctJpby-.nen~ to thousands of "orl<ers . But no nork of 

pc=ent bonofit to thoeo industrlea llll3 been cei'l'lNI ~ut" . 

CO:.r..DIT: 1Joney alloc:~t.ed for emergency relief l.3 not the c~1icf ranson . 

Tbe whole auger plan, wllic~ is the bsckbooe o>f t~e Chnr loa Plrut (118 ito pur ..-o3e 

is t.o reduce absentee ownerJillp e..ad to .-N<Iucc a _ore <>q.1l table ohtribution 

or suge:r 1neoce bet:ween proces.;ors, tarzcrs , and wor!-tcr31 as 1rell 4 ~ t~ cre.:tte 

" c4s& of c:oall lendboldors in the c11ne-la.uds) ~t.:>.v~'- obrujltly wit~• the 
ncc;uisltlon of the Lafayette mill and leDds , althouah there were 1'\otds allotted 

L'or n much lar~er 11pplicntion of the principles involved. This ""•' ct or the 
Chardon Plan (cooperativo 11111!3, etc.) W6S the ~.U~in point or et.tsck bl! 

nnti-neft'doal politicians wtd b;r su::ar co. ,pllllies. TbO:/ sent an e>.;>ort to 
7.asilin;:ton to denounce it in i.ltly 19)5. This e;.-pert, Wl' . Lope= 1.'>. t.•;:uor. , 

ls now in cllcree of Rural RehobUitati >11 ln the PP.RA, 'Uld in chu,.~ -'~ th. cuger 

vroc.rn..::.:e he denounced as "nonsellsical". Ashic f'ro 11 tho 1.1::hJ.ff1 ~:..~;.t e;'!'l.!u'ltttt ln 

ulvnu by !.!r . FairbWlko, bia "01-ds CU'o.l ·~~t. e.xr.ctly tho r:o1·r3 uoorl blf Senctor 

"lunoz uar in in ueoc':lbing this a~pect or tho situ~t1Jn to yo>u . 

~"- Y'--c.;,., __ 
tJ --ve ~ 



Pebru~rr 12, t937 
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Dear Ruby1 ,.. 

/ 
I thougbt I st:.w 1n the paper the 

otiler doy ttcLt t he Libcrc.l:~ had Joined 
'iii th the other party 1n Puerto Rico 
ond overyoue wa s lfOr!(iHg in h:~rmony. 
I thl.nk it is bett l!r for me r.o t to sec 
!Lr• !Jarin tc t t :·.e preseut t1n1e, :.s it 
always creates t he i.tllpreasion thot he 
has un inside hold on t he admi nistr;.tlon , 
which, of cours~, is not true. 

He wot. lo.l be listened to just u 
onyone else would be listened to «nd 
his attot.c;oents &iven cous1der .. tion, but 
the impres:~ion cunnot eo out tlli.t he IlLs 
anything exclus1•e, und f o r tl:it reuson 
I think it is better far me not to 
s ee hilll. 

I Know of coura~ that you . re 
ec.tirely disinterested and r.r e si.tllply 
anxious to see t ha t thin&s :. re settled 
to t he beat interest of all concerned. 
I also '"ould like to s uy thLt I r eul.ly 
think tho beat interests of ull concerned 
would be aened by ll thorough understt.ncl1nc 
IIIIIQDI !meat Gruen1na, oscur Chapaan, lfr. 
Ic~ee, ~nd the •~r1oue Puerto Rict.n parties. 

Affect1onutely, 

r 

so 

~======----m.~~--~--------------~-----



U. OC..OCIACI .. , 
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lV'.HUI • .K>ultMAt.. 
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LtA.D,l· fUJiGitA.M, 
Co. Ct.loo, Wlo, 

\ 
Dear lire. Roosevaltt 

RUBY A . BLACK 
NC:W8 8URC:AU 

eZ-4 HAtiO"A\. I'"I:SS IIUILOI,.G 
WASHINGTON. 0 C . 

Pertona1 taa Cogfideati&l 

ruu.o.unn. • ............... 
Sf A fC JOU.R.ftAL, -.-. 
IIOJT-«tSCOff, 

AHt.o~Wio 

fii !IUNC, 
... c ...... w ... 

OAII.f HOftfWlltUlUH. 

""-"· 
Februa.ry llth, 1937 

I have diacuued with Luis lllmoz llari.n, 1n the otrlcteot confidence (which I guarantee will novar be vioatod) , the view that Puerto Ricans obould decide betwo&A indap&Adonce &Ad ototeboo<l. 

This view seecs var'/ baarteni.ng to .,., and to bill. 

Fr011 thio pooitioc, I believe , tho whole diotreasing meoa about th8 polltlcal atatus can find a rapid and ucivaroa.l.17 satlatactory solution - if properlT bancl4d. 

111moz llari.n is aga.illet etatebood, although be bollevos i t ao dignified a onlutlon ao 1o 1ndependance. He io ·against it becauae be be~loves 1n a dheraified econo1117 based on aaalJ. land-boldlnge and loeal aalt-antfiei&Acy 1n tropical food producte, and 1n a regoneration ot the coffee 1ndustry which can bo achieved only through taritt- IIAld.ng and treaty-making powers . He tried without succeas, although he aot 111'"P8th7, to aet the Depart.oent of State to 1nelude becefita to Puer to Ric&A coffee 1n tho reciprocal trado agreoJOOnto. Tbo 0 . S. would bavo to 7iold advantages to fore1.gn not i ons at all of its ports ot entry 1n exchange for benef its to a group 1n Puerto Rico. 

the backbone or the atat.ebood propag&Ads ie tho sugar 1ndustr)'. Tho ougar induetr)' does not re..U7 want ototebood . 1\'bat it. actually and roalist1c&ll 7 wanto 1e a continuance or tho present system which insures the10 l arge profits and dooe not. burdon them with federal t.oxea. 

But tho anoaloua colonial e)'stec - dolagated , rovocablo powora -ia eo tborougblT disli.lted 1n Puerto Rico that DC one dares to advocate it ll'itb.out a dieauJ.ao . Therefore, ae a do1'ensa e&einet independence, sugar backs atotebood, which would coat it. a r .. .UUon dollars 1n taxes but 110uld inoure it. tho peno&D.,t privilogoe of tho tariff. Sugar intaroets aro resigned to p-,y tho taxes lD OXCban&O for tbe pr1vileg&o1 eo a matt.or of good busiDOIB f or thea, 

I fa~ confidant that aost o4vocotoe or ototobood, outoido of augar, would prefer i.ndopende~>co to the coatlcuance of tbe colooial 07at.oa , and that aoet ad'rOOOtaa of i.ndopendonco, barring t he !ow and fanatical Nation&liota, would prefer otatobood to a cont1nuance of the colonial oyato... Tba Republlean Party of P. 11. 1n f act advoeatoe indepoodonce ae &A alternative to etotoboodJ end tho Soc.1&U.ot ParlJ 1e c..-J.ttod to accepting tho roeult of a rofere~>dua. 

llllcb dopendo , however, on tho pO)'Cbolo;lical prec141on and ecrupuloue tairDou with which tho idea or • eboico - with epo.rtoun11h &Ad doaocratlc accoptacce of the ·-,jor it;)' rt .. b)' the ainorit.)', whicb ... er t.1n1e out t.o bo which- 1 1 proHDtod. 



, 

-~-

I thillk, with all the honesty of rq combillation of aft'eotiona - to 
the President, to you, and to Puerto Rico - that a great saving of time and trouble 
for the President and for ;you, and an 1ncaJ.culAble banefit to Puerto Rico, would 
result 1£ you and 11\lnoz llarin could get' together at my house .!!, .!!!lZ ~ to 
thresh out the whole thing, .without interruption, without publ icity, without refer­
ence to such probl ems as Ernest Grueoing. The LibaraJ. Party has aJ.ways been against 
statehood and that is why I believe that Uunoz llarl.n has 10!,>• key to universal 
sincere acceptance ot the choice you mention. 

I personally think that IIUno• llarin has a technique for accomplishing 
a solution which could not be eftecti vely aaasilod, 1n tho Oni t ed State• or 1n 
Puerto Rico, but he really wants to talk ~ you rather than ~ ;you. 

You know, 6-om what llunoz llarin told you when you received b.1m last, that 
normal "cbann.els" are clogged , by a curious dam, against an unbiasea approach to 
an inteLLttent solution. I think that I do not hove to assure you that I have no 
personal interest 1n this, except insofar a.s f1I1 intsrest 1n tho Roosevelt administration 
and in Puerto Rico may hove beco111e a <>attar of personal - thougb. not financial -
interest, just aa lilY interest in other f'unda.mental problems, such as labor, i s of 
personal intareot because I care. 

Therefore , I at> confident you wUl understand that the sitUAtion is vary 
delicate, that llunoz llarin cannot, 1n viow of Puerto Rican opinion, risk his public 
usefulness by allowing ide&s to reach Ernest Gruaning which EruestJin hie present 
mood, might uae to achieve the political destruction of llunoz Marin - such as 
tho idea that llunoz llarin in soe>e way Ill&)' be acivocating statehood. Luis could, 
however, (in uttar confidence) take whatever political risk Ill&)" be invol ved in 
beartlly acclaiJiling tho proposal by tho Preoidont of a etraigb.t plebiscite between 
statehood and independence - the only two dignified solutions. - and create a 
spirit of honest acceptanco of t he rosult. I think Munoz llario deaerveo sucb 
protection a s the one outstanding Puerto Rican loader who has risked his political 
neck to support tho Rcoaovolt progriiJII 1n Puerto Rico, fro" the sugar-opposed 
Costig&lhTones sugar bill on. I hove known llunoz llario for ~~~AnY years and followed 
his work closaly. Althougb. be is a consistent partisan ot' independence and is 
inequi vocally opposed to coloniaJ.ism, I am convinced that be i s the best t'riend 
that thou . s. hoe 1n Puarto Rico; and he is tho only loader that actually sways 
ussee instead of 11srel,y ~~achines. 

! a you well know, this unsettled and unset.tllng question of poll tical 
status ologa p~ogreaa toward aolution of other tunda=ental issues, sueh as the 
economic problem, 1n which llunoz llerin is doeply concerned. 

I r.1terate that I think you and ha, 1n frank and undisturbed conversati on, 
could evolve a way t o aattla political atatua so that tbe President would have to 
epend only a co11parat1 val7 ab.ort u,.. thereafter to oottle tb.e 1ncreaa1ngly 
troublesome Puerto Rican question. 



Dear Rubys 

I didn ' t so11 t !1e st.or t , rut, 
t n t..ny case, dout t be concer ned 
ubout it . The only i~:~portaut thin& 
is t~ ur ouse enough iato~e~t to 
Ull}rove SOOUJ of t hese itlStltut1ous . 

Affc:cttonatel y 1 

Miss Ruby Black 
824 Natiom.l Press Bui lding 
"ushington 

I ( I ., () 

so 
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RUBY A . BLACK 
HI:WS BUREAU 

e24 HATlO .. AL. P •ll•• 8 UtLOlWG 

W A.HIHGTOH, O. C. 

!'e bruary 4 , 103'7, 

Dear Urs . Roosovolt : 

"'"·•A.Zrnl.. o ..... ..... w. 

" " " JOU• HA&... ~v .. , 
11011' .c.uscr.NT. 
-~~ 

T.fltVM"-
L. c... ... w .. 

OA,ti.Y MO.TWWUTUN. 
O oloholo., W,. 

This is Jus t to lot you kn<r.• that noithor the 

United Pr3so nor I am responsible for tho story obout your 

"oduca tion" of yes terdoy llhich appeared in the ',?oshlnaton 

Fost this r.10rnina 11lth t~e United Pre>~s ,by-llne , 

Tho Post c orblod it beyond rocor n1t1on , I 

learned r1hen I went to the UP to<loy to oak tho t they 

send me f lO'.,e l' O do 1ly ond continue my sa l a r y , f Ol' tho solre 

of my child , "hen I om, on account or that otory, sont to 
• the Homo for t he Fee~lo -111~dod , on a ppjlltnt1on of ilrs , 

Roosevelt , Dr . Smith, Copt , l!il~iken, an<l all the re!)ortero 

who wore on tho story yesterday, 

I em aend1na corbon copies to ::>r . SMith and 

Capt , 1Ul l1kon, 

Yours devotedly, 

I • 

•• 

-

• 



Dear Mrs . Roosevelt : 

•. I 

l) 

\ Feb. 15, 1937. 1 

I have not yet told lt!rtnoz .warin about 
' 

your letter. 

\ ' 
• ' 

I merely wanted to assure you personally 

that ·no one would ever know that you had seen htm, 
-- - J --~ ..__ ,..- -.. ~-- -

fYV o-<-....c-'-w cl ~ e '·•" 
;: you ~ ~?~;\~."~ ~- ~-~-~ · I could not let you 

think. t hat I would have sought to take advantage 

of you by using any such talk with you to make 

it appear he has an inside hold on the administration. 

The story 1n the paper merely said that 

the Liberals had voted with the Coalition on the 

President of the Senate and th~peaker of the House, 

and had pledged, t *-= themselves not to oppose 

measures on partisan grounds. It does not, 1n any 

sense, indicate that the vexed problem of future 

status of Puerto Rioo is settled. It is thia wh ich 
0 

Munoz ~arin would like to aee settled, and for this 

purp8ae the t he and I decided to ask you for the 

proposed conference. 

_ I think, a a a !!Jitter of i'aot , that Llunoz 

Worm has made leas publicity about his ooni'erenoea 
~ 

with the administration than any other leader. He has 
)~~~ 

seen youAih11 many others without ever letting it be made 
publ1o, while the others, including Barcelo of his own 
perty, always give out stories of every oonterenoel no 
Jll&tter how unilnportant. I wrote the t other sto!')" 1im1>ly 
oeoauae he had permitted no publicity prevtoualy, ana-

(, I 

people wei'e beginning to eay nobody would see htm. Lovo, 

• I 



Fcbruury 16. 1937 

Dear Rubyr 

I v111 sec ~r. · Mar1u J~me 
time af~er I get buclt t o \7ushington • 
but there mu t be no publicity this 
twe. 

A!fectio.o:. tely• 

lli ss Ruby Black 
.2llt Prince St. 
Alexandria 

• 

(, 
' / 

0 

' 

c 
~ 
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!'be d1tn~tr •- to be that Porto IUeo would 110\ be lftll\ed a\ateboocl 
br Coaca.•• 1a dl prokbllllr at tbe 
prMeDt t a. &Ill! tbey probebly -.14 aat 
WDt l..ll4opa~ wttbout _,. ot tba .s­
'ftJit&&ea 1t tt wae -4• abeoluto aDd oarrto4 110 uateta11 .. whahGeY.r trca tbo UaUe4 8\a\oa. TbU ~4, or ooureo, probablJ be wb&t c~ .. 
'COII14 do. !'!Ia aU•Uoll -• a llttlo bit oa.p11oato4 oad u tar •• r .., ooaoornod, 
I \1>1111< JIJ'. llw>oz Ilana bad ktter dMl. 
di..Het.lJ wltb tbe Pfta1dent tor 1 aa not ta 011!1 poatttoa to repreoont htm or r.et hlm to 
~ft • 011!1 noallr ..,orr oattoraotory ono ... r 
Oil tba .. ocaplloatlone. 

Attoottonatoly, 

; 

l.Uaa Ruby I slack 
824 Nat 'l~aa Bldg. 

I f ) 
I 

I 

Woe b . , 0.0 . 
DO 

-
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l.pril 22,1957. 

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

DAti,. T NOATWWUltAN, 
Oolobolo , Wlo, 

When Luis Munoz L!s rin wanted to see you privately and without 
publid. t y, it was to discuss lfith you, with a view to later discus­
sion with the President, an administra t ion bill to cs.rry out what 
you said, in your confidential letter to me, was t he President's 
view--a determination of whether Puerto Rico want s statehood or in­
dependence. He had a lawyer draft a bill proposing a referendum on 
these alternatives which he thought fair t o bot h sides. The state­
hood section of the bill, I believe, was identical with commissioner 
Iglesias• statehood bill. Naturally, if the President bad b&en will­
i ng to consider this, Luis planned to ask that ~dvocates of statehood 
be included in tho conference with the President and would have been 
willing to support any changes in the bill that statehood advocates 
would approve, if necessary to obtai n support of a11 Puert o Rican 
pa1•ties for it. Tile Nationalists , who a r e the violent "Yankee­
haters", would not be exps ct'ed to support it, as they dO no t support 
the democratic principle of submitting to a referendum and do not 
admit that any status but independence ia acceptable.' 

But Luis ~•s called back home whi l e you were away, and the con­
ference was never held. Since that time, many sad things have hap­
pened, particular! y the Ponoe massacre. The President 1 s letter to • 
Dr. Gallardo, whom he appointed Commissioner Of Education, likewise 
arouaed needless ~acontent in Puerto Rico . Firat of all, it assumes 
tUi.t Puerto Rico will al\YBys be und<W Uni ted States jurisdic tion, an 
assumption which the President never previously made and which Sec­
retary Ickes and even Dr. Gruening have previously indicated would 
not be made unless Puerto Ricans themselves so voted. Second, it 
seems to repudiate entirely Dr. P&din's method of teaching English 
and other subjects, and ~pparently endorses a method which the moat 
distinguished educators o:C many countries have found, by experimenta­
tion, to be inottecti~e . 

Luis, in a~eaking of the letter to Dr. Gallardo, drafted by Dr 
Gruening, aaid: On the basis of Ernest Gruen1ng1 s pioture,Rooaevelt 
is entil'ely reaaorw.blo. Roosevelt was told it was a good thing to 
atop out ot a window,and the window was described as a French windovt 
in a one-a, ory house. It was a akysorapor, The stepping- out part was 
all right, b.l t the description of the building was criminal. 11 

Despite the tact that the Ponce maeaaore and the diabolically 
oonoealed oluba in the Pre a1dent' a letter to Dr. Gallardo about teach­
ing KngUih (oluba concealed from the Prea1dent,'but not oonoallad 
from Puerto Rioana) have driVen ma~ 1ndependentiats more to the 

J 



L-

left than they were previously, a representative ~thering of 
people from all pol1 tical parties--all the ;.. theneum could hold-­
last Sunday came out for a plebhoi to between statehood and in­
dependeme when Luis proposed it. Only the d ozen or so Nationalists 
present opposed a popul ar vote on t hese two dignified alternati,.ea. 

I enclo se a l etter from Luis which explains the present situa­
tion. I also enclose the cable wh ich the meeting authorized him to 
send to the President--a cable which has to be read carefully to be 
understood fully, since 1 t is not clear, in a hasty rea ding, that 
Dr. Oruening, not the President, is blamed for the aspect of the 
letter to Dr. Gallardo which offended Puerto Ricans who believe in 
independence, as well as those (including independentists) who want 
Puerto Ricans taugnt English but who believe with educ~rs that 
the pacJ1n nethod is the more effective . 

I &lao enclose a clipping and a translation of the story in El 
Pais about last Sun .. yta neeting. You will·remember thllt El Pais 

' is the af'ficial organ of the Republican Party of Puerto Rioo,\Vhich 
has always opposed Luis and which has always stood for statehood or 
per.nanent union W1 th the United States unde:r some other dignified 
status. I mention these facts simply to show that if the:re tcould be 
any l e an1ng in the a tory, it would be against Luis and independence. 

I still have a copy at' the bill Luis had ~epared. Of cou:rse any such 
bill, to recei"e support of those on all sides, would have to be emin­
ently fair to both sides: Thus, if Dr. Gruening•s past action in 
drafting the frightful Tydings independence plebiscite bill is an 
indication of posai ble future action, he could not be entrusted 
w1 th the job of drafting t he bill. 

Luie does not know tl'llt I am writing this letter , but he told 
me t-..:o weeks ago that he thought it would do much to bring peaoe in 
Puerto Rico if a bill like the one drafted for him could be intro­
duced, particula:rly if it we:re done 1'11 th administration support. I 
am sending him a. oo py of th!. a letter, however. 

I think that Luis would return at any tine if he felt that,as 
the sponsor of this alternative plebiscite, he, together with a. 
statehood ad"ocate, could work out this problem with the President. 

Ot courBil, neither this letter nor any of the documents in it 
should be referred to tha Department of the Interior, in view of 
Ernest Groaning's state or mind. I believe thatJ.l ttrta i '' s 
RP't ' '""'••l,f Luis With other independence leaders if necessary 
(not lla.tionalists) and statehood ad,.ooates, oould olarify the issue 
and ann settle it if the President persotlSJ.ly interests himself in 
this proposal. 

The benne oookiea,whioh arri,.ed yesterday, are grand. I ha.~en•t 
been able to eat any or the candy yet,but guests say they are swell, 
too. Many t~s. They gave a thrill to two young cousin a of Herb's 
~iaitins here. 

2 

" 

Your a W1 th lon · 

I ~ 



Dear Ruby: 

I t hcurht lillian I tall<o4 w1 th './00 
tbe other attemoon t hat I h ad ~lroady dic­
tated All anawr to yoJr lette~, but I 1'1r.d 
that I bad only road 1t a ni had oot yet dlo­
tatecl the no ply. I ean ,.,u my llDst er "blln 
I aaw you ao will not bother to r.o into tbe 
Mtter oea1n , but I aaaure you that whennoer 
y01.1 .. bal'l'lll& 118, I w1ll let you k t•OO< and I 
will clo noth1 r.p that I clo Mt wAnt to do . I 
em .ready at any tia~~> t o - peoplo .repreaer.t1nP.: 
all a i4oa 01' tlul 8ituat10n 1D PuertO J110o 0 ar.d 
i t aaae or them do not c aaa, thnt 1s their 
rau.lt - not aine. 

.uroot iolllltaly , 

IH u Ruby A./~r:clt 
824 National •• Blds . 
Waah. • D.C . 

' 

I 
I I 

$:1)1'1 

_.._.._. ~-·· ·-· .. ....._ 
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The DAILY WASHINGTON 
MERRY-GO-ROUND 

JSy DREW JlEARSON and ROBE'RT I , ALLEN ' I• 
l WASHINGTON- Mrs. Roose,·elt it alwtyo 

so anxiou8 to please that. her chl!rm aometimu 
get• tho President and his oss«iates into 
trouble. 

Without knowing · it , she has been used by c-..._ 
Puca·to Rlcon insurrectionists to help under· l'r) 
mino hrr huaband 'a own officials in Puerto \\. 
llleo. -., 

What hiJ1J'Cned was that Mrs. Roos<velt aomt 
tlme ago b«ame acquAinted ~.'itb Louia Munot , ~ 
Marin, young Putrto Rican political Juder, in· ~ 
trodured to her by a neqpapu eorrespondent. N 
At. time pused, Marin b«ame one of the ollie! 
fomenttra of anti-liSA agitation io the uland. 

This agitttion has b«oine mon and mort ... ·­
htattd tulminating in. the ahooting oh pared of J 

Putrto Rican insurrectionists not long ago. 
About this lime, Luia "Munoz Math\ asked for ~ 

another intuview with Mrs. Roose,•tlt, and 
thanh to tho prusurc of the newspaper cor· ~ 
respondent, who ia a close friend ,of Mn. 
RI)Ojlevolt, It was granted. • 

Result wu thot nc• t doy, Puerto Rieon P•· 
ptra featured tho newa that Mre.· Rooaevth 
had rtcelved one or tho lead•r• or the anti· 
.Amrrlean mo,·ement. Tho inference wu th&t 
ahe !nrored thia leader &nd oppoted Dr. Ernul 
Orurnlnr , hor husb&nd '• Director of lMlll&r 
Alf•ira. 

Word hu now bo.n paaaed to tho F lrtt 
l.ady to be more tartful about t.be people aha 
inltr,•itn 

Koft-lmpartial o!.e"era who hue 1lodied 
the Purrto Rican aito&lion btlie .. Dr. Gruen· 
inJ and Oo,·ernor Winahip are 10inc a sood 
job in • tr7lng aituation. ){not people dOil' t 
rtalile It, but Puerto Ritan agitatoro aro often 
ao full)' armtd u Hiller'• Brown Shlrta. Tho 
rtetnt ohootln~ occurred when demonotratort 
arpearr<l carrying rifle.. Permiuion bad been 
raven them to parade ·,..;fhoMI rinH, but !her 
ohowed liP with tllom. 

Jlolleri., {or Todo~ 
Joe Colton, editor of Th• " 

Now•, hu worked out • 
twetn the u , •• ·"·. 



C'VIHI ... •.uctn. --.-....... ..... ~ ........ ... ... _ ........... 
MNI:Ne .IOUl....-_\. 

J_ ...... 

1.1..\CK.a. T~lltAA. 
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Dear V~a.Roosevelt: 

RUBY A . BLACK 
NI.Wa 8URilAU 

al4 NATIONAL .. 1110• .UILOU•GO 

WA.HIHGTOH, 0 . C . 

v.ay 4, 1037. 

Nnf.e.Alm~ ............. 
t"TAU .IOUIIH,A.L.. -­IIOJT.QliClHT. ...,._r. 
t•ltuHl. 

L.o c. ........... 
OAII.'Y HOI'lloiWlPUH, 

O.~~. w .• 

I have waited a week to writ e to you about tho enclosed copy or 
an item leading off the Yiashington Merry-Go-Round on April 26, which 
was not printed in Washington. I waited two days a fter I got a copy 
before talking with Bob Allen about i t , so t hat I could so t my fury 
under control; Bob ia auppoeed to be an old friend of mine , a .nd it 
wa a difficult for me to understa.nd how he could pul:il.1ah auch untruths 
about you a.nd me wi thout at least cons.Uting me about tho facts. 

Tho only true thing in it is the s tatemen t that I introduced 
Munoz Marin to you, unleee it is true that you have boon "warned. " 

Dr. Ernest Gruoning, your "husba.nd1 s director of insul.lLr af'fo.irs", 
planted t ho story on Bob , oven guiding him into saying tr.>.t you em­
barrass t he Pre sident. Bob confesses it and gives evidonco of it., all 
as part of his defonao of Ernest Grnen1ng. I wonder-- but I don't ask-­
how you fsel a bout having your "husband' s direct or of in!lular affairs" 
plant such a. etor~. 

Bob, being the peracn be is , does not admit tlst tM story 18 
wrong in any detail - - not avon the obvious detail of tho relat ive dates 
between Luis's talk with you and the Ponce Ul sse. ere , the talk Is v1ng 
taken place long before that . NO honest Puerto Rican f&per r epresented 
that •one of the l e&dara of the anti -Ameri can movement bAd aeon you . 
Luis, of course , is not a.n 1neurrection1st; not a. "fomenter of a nti ­
USA agitati on. " Thie 1e eaay to prove. 

Bob said that M wrote this only because I md "planted" upon 
John P,..,_nkl.i n carter (Jt.y Franklin) the "vicious o.nd unfair" column 
about Ernest Gruen1ng. Thia io untrue. Two days after the Ponce massa­
cre, mare than a week before the column appeared, John asked me what 
waa the truth abcut the Ponce artair and I told him I ha.d raoe1 veCl no 
1ntorma.t1on except the atorioa in the New York papers and the AP a.nd 
UP etoriea. We ~alked general ocndition~here briefl7. It wae the 
fir at t11llt I bAd I'Ad with him in monthe . John•a auggeationa are not 
exactly t he suggestions I would make, a.nd Ernest knaYI thAt when ho 
told Bob, Jerome l',..,_nk, and others that I hAd "planted" the atory on 
John . Brneat bAa been telling that to various mut\111.1 triende, and 
aold.ng them to "aet John right." Bob told me carter "baok-traoked. 11 

He d1dn •t. 
BOb continued 'to lie and t alk i n the moat unquotably profane 

epithet• about llunoc llarin and me , but I reoogni&ed the 1101, a l though 



not t :be picturesque profanity, as coJ11ing from Ernest, since too many 
or our mutual friends have told me what be tells them for me to fail 
to recognize hie tales . 

Bcb also told me tbat a member af the Vlhi te ~use s taff told him 
"that G- - d-- a-- o- b-- -(J.tunoz Marin) would neve r set foot in the 
White House again ." In view of Bob's lack Of respect for the truth 
in ot her por tions af the conversation, aa well as i n view of other 
things, I do mt believe thu t any member of the White Rou.ee star r re ­
posed any s uch profane confidences i n Bob ~llen. I do think, however , 
t l1lt Ernest told Bob he bad ar l'llnged to keep Luis from ever bei ng 
received a t the Whit e House again, 

The entire converse tion with Bob in the Hou.se Press Gallery, 
which J.a sted an hour, >1 mpl y added to my collection of misrepresenta­
tions Ernest is tolling to all liberal oov1sps.permen, government offi ­
cials, persons "ll].osa to the Whit e House ", etc. Among t hose whom be 
1·e.s propagandized, outside his own department, are Donald Hichberg , 
~iorris Et•nat, Charles Taussig, Rex Tugwell, Jerome Frank, and Tom 
Corcoran . some, but not all, of these have be en convinced . He talks 
arout me to my friends ''mare in sorrow t han in anger" and tells 
peopl e who lil.<l!l me that I llJn being misl ed. I have studied Puerto Rico 
carefully, deliberately, and dispassionately for f i ve yea••s, and I 
think I have enough discernment to see when any ·one is "u.sing" me . 
The only person Mlo he. sever succeeded in "uaing" me in connection with 
Puerto Rico is Ernest Gruening, at vd1ose request I used to send cost l y 
coded cables, at the expanse of La DE>l!acrs.Cia, to get information 
Mlich he d!.d not wish t o seek t hrou.gh regt~lar governmental cbnnnels ,· 
or to start action 1n which he die nat wish his band revealed . The 
purposes, if not the methods , were-good , I thought. This 1s the only 
deviousi\ess I ,hl.ve ever engaged in. 

i.ll this , however, exemplifies my conviction tl->.e.t Munoz l!ari n 
wil l never be allowed to take up anything with t he President, as long 
as Ernest is where he i s, unl ess the President himself requests it. 

I t would be impos Qibl.e , even in an hour•• conversation, for me 
to toll you the extent of the misrepresentation which Erne•t Gruening 
is deviously and very cleverly spreading everywhere about me and about 
Muroz Marin. I t is so overwhelming and so overpoweri ng that I find i t 
difficul t to believe it myself even when tho evidence of it is beforJ­
'1113 eyes. 

Tho enclosed stntemsnt of Garcia Mendes , Republican lpeaker of 
t he HUerta Rioan House of Representatives , ealls for a determination 
between independence and some thing like &lltonomy or a dominion or com­
monwealth ats.tua , and says, just ~ Luis hs.a always said, that Puerto 
Hi can a unanimously repud!.ate the present colonial status . As you know, 
Garcia lr!ende& ia an ardent advocate of statehood . Other prominent Re­
public&nKJ advocates of statehood, such as Martinez N&dal and Valdes, 
have given out Similar statements, and have expressed their compl ete 
willingness to abide by the will of the me.jority . 

I em terribly sorry that Ernest's camp&ign a gainat lluno& Marin 
end me led him to give Bob Allen a story m1arepreaant1ng you.The l&at 
thing ts I would ever do is to embarraea you , or to attempt to per­
suade you to do anything whi oh would amllflrr4l88 either you . or tho Pres-
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ident . It would not occur to me tha t it could embarrass either of 
you for me to ask for an appoint ment for a me n wh o, alone among pol­
i t1 eel leaders 1 n Puerto Rico, has ~nswervingly suppor t ed the Presi­
dent and Sect'e t ary Ickes, even when others opposed their program or 
were si l ent to keep from antagonizing t he sugar inter ests. Luis 
still does it, despite Ernest . 

I em sorry, rea lly, to take up s o much or your time . But there 
are times when I must, at least, swnmarize events end SitWLt1ons . 
~his may be t hil JJ!.st t i me , e.s far as Puerto Ri co goes, in view of 
your la st letter . r hope not, ror I hope that some happy sol ution 
can come while your husband is Pre sid ent, 

Yours w1 t..'t love end regret a bcu.t the column, 



rrcm 8 a·te.tement by Speeker or the Uouse I L!igu.el ,\ , Gt.ircto l:endoz , 
published In El ~undo , April 19,1937. 

·~he transcendental docl3r8ttnna or P~~Atdent Roosevelt In his l~ttor to the new 

C01111,1 .. 1oner of Educ .. tlon, Dr. :J<lllardo ... puts • period to tutll o d18cuoslons In 

re.iurd to e plebiscite and eetobllebee dotlnitely that tho policy or the ~dmlnlo -

tt"6tion in ;;aabi~ton ... is and will be that or the pennanent union o r ou r people 

With the people or t be Unltod States. It the Intention or t h• .. d;nln l >tratlon or 

Preatdant !1ooseve l t were to grant independence to Puerto Rico in e1th&r a a~o rt or 

a lone ttn:e , .. . ha would not have required or Or .~llardo that he be~tn wlt.hout delay 

to prepare the new geoel"6t1on.s ot Puot'to Ricans ln 8uch tr.anr.er aa beet \0 rt t them 

tor enjoy1ng and tul!llllft8 all the rights and all the duties ot cltl.-nohlp ••.. This 

very tundamontellst l etter or President Roosevelt cOQes.to bo t he reply to that 

.,uostton ... 'rJhere are we going'? Uo• all we tn Puerto Rico koow where we ar& go1og, 

or better yet,where we are--we ure 1n penraneot union with tho ~o~~~e rlce.n p~opla. 

"For that cl ear end vl tol dotlnlt1on .. ,we ars to be pr ofoundly grote!'ul t o 

Preetdent Rooeevelt ... But ... tb.e oncout'8gi ng letter would have bean on eveo g reater 

rcaoon ror rejoicing th~U:Jhout Puerto H!co 1t ,at tho oamo time tbtit H dl&ctil'lls 

independence aa a s olution tor our otatua, it ~d made a poaltive and express state-

rcent in re~"-rd to tba solution that will be q iveo to out- political probleM,unde r the 

~&orlean flag ...• 

·~w that the let .er or President Rooa•velt dlscardo independence, ..• 

• ... Ir ell .., in Puerto Rico ul>Ue to act In uccord witb, tho orientation Wlloh 

Prealdont Rooso•olt pointe out to ua, that rutual good talth wUl tlowor. 

• •• • Tho hlghoot Magletrato ot tho Nation bao juet made tho Initial decloratlon 

that the great majority or Puerto Rlcone have so longed ror,Z,," 

• 
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(Printed In El k~do . April 19, 1937) 

T!!.!> SPb.AKI::R BELU.WS T!i\T Til::. ll:.CI.J;R.\Tl~NS OF TIC:: PRESiuJo.NJ' 

SNIED THZ DI SCUSSION I N ~c.ulD TO .<. Pl.BSI SCITl!, HE :AU.S 

UPON TilE U BERALS 

The Honorable Miguel .•• Garcia lolondoz , Spo,.ker or the House of llopr60enta ­t1 ves , euthori ze a t he fol loH1 n3 statement : 

"Tbe transcendental declerationo or President Roose,~lt in his letter to the new Coamtset oner or .:.ducs tlon , Dr. Ottlle rdo, in Wh ich bo e~pha$1z.ee ln ao unotstokable and onor~et ic manner the need ot teacblng more En~lish to tho Am­erican citizens or ruerto h1co ot t h1o B.oneNtion which to rtaina; , nnd or com­l og gonorations , puts a peri od to tUtt le discussiona in regurd to b plobiac lte and csublls~eo def i nitely t llat the pollcy o r t he .odmlnl st,...tlon In :uh !ngt.on, like that >~hich t he people ot Puerto dlco sancti<..led &t t be ballot box, Is &nd 
~Ill be t hat ot tho ponnanont union of our peopl e With t ho pooplo or t ho United .:Jt.ateo . It the intention of tho .n.dmln iotration or Yresident t\ooae·,e lt \·:t: re t o grant Independence t o Puerto !~leo in either n shOrt o r a l ong t!rr.e , there Is no doubt t hat be >~ould not have required of Or. <lnllerdo thot he bo;ln 11i thout delay to prepare t he De'"' generetions or Puerto Rica.na in suet. .anne r ., best to tit them ro r enjoyi ng ond ru lrllllng all the r lv.hta and ell the dutlee of ci ti ­zenship . In rool!ty, I t Idloy bo said thtlt thte wry t'llndamontal!st la tter or !'res ident t.ooeevolt co••• • t o bo the reply t o t hat ques t ion thot Dr, Pudln was accustol08d to ask when he said he did not kno•n ><bather to eduoeto t or inde ­pendence or tor union wi th tho Unl'ted States: "'" lheN are r.e going••? t:ow all r:a tn Puerto id.eo ltaow where '1!.111 are 4!01n~ , or bettor yet, where \".'"8 are--•• are 1n 
p&~nent union with the Amet ican people. 

"For that clour and vl tel defi nition whi ch comes to supproes once for aU 
th~ Interpretative chatter or those who call tho~olve• oroclee of tbe ;phlnx, we are to be prorouodly grate fu l t.:> fl"(toldent Roooovelt t1hoae contribut.lon , as a ruler and os e me.n , to tho happtnesa ot our people has a.lreo.dy r&ached suc h proportions the.t tr the Puorto rllcan heart ••• ro not so 1ar3e It could not con­ta in e.lJ tho fervent gretltu,tde end ell tho we.r.o dovo tioo tM t it holds for him. !Jut tble dooo not prevent tho oto\ec:ont that t he encouru,~in-; letter would have been. an even qre,!t er reason tor rejoteing t brou'l.hcUt Puerto cUco tt, at 
the oaco time that 1 t d!ectlrdo lndopendenee "" a solution ror our otetuo, 1 t bad nde a posl t 1 vo end orproco atatotnont in reso r4 to t he eolutlon t~at .. 111 
bo ~1v.on to our political problem, undor tho Amurioan tlng , 

!I, personally, bave not tho loaet doubt that ponnanent unlcn wi t h t he Unltod Statu, In harmony wltb tho hUtory or Uberty or one and •'li th tho doslree ror libe rty ot the other, con oul11lnate only In t ho ltlg)leot , nobl est , Md a:ost worthy solut i on. Dut I do not rail to admit that there are i noroduloua and okeptlcal persona who retuee t o recogoi~o the good taitb or the ~overnment and o r the people ot the Unl tod Stat~o and whom e opeoltlc, clear pra:ds o ot Prool\lant Rooenolt wouid b& .. cabood to enter tha ranks ot t hoao or ua Who aro working prooiaoly tor the eeourlng or tho longed- tor t ormulu, 

----------------------- --
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"For t hat t'~ason , I con~ider that at the same time t h11t t he le tte r of 
Prest dent Roosevel t hsa d 1apell ed the econolnic. social .and pol l ti eel tltl'Bf)t$ 
that were involved i n f iery eoparettst pf't.~eehi nus, it hns opened a road t·thich 
vw Fu.e rto !Ucans must learn to trevel well i t wo do not w-ts h to lose our wily, 
and tor that rea;\On I ex.hort !:!Yeryone t o proceed ~tlith the g-reat cot care now 
and i n t he years to come • .9eceuse, s-peokJOf5 wi t h the frankness wt bh •:thich 
e •1ery lr.en s hould apeak to his people , 9enr-ilnent uni on wt t!1 tho IJntted State~ 
ltiBY be obte1ned on t he bosis o t t he dl1n ity e nd or tl1e equality that .,;e have u.l­
w&Ys demanded . but thor& mi~ht also occur tho unfortunate ease or conti n~ 1ng 
indetermina t ely. against our wtohes , o n bases unc.r. imausly repuditJted by Puerto 
Ricans, i f t he Pure to klc~ns t hemsel ve& recl-'.less ly and capric iously h i nde r the 
wo r }'; of rupprochement and compt-ehonsion wLich is to be done in tha inte rest of 
sacuring the highest pr erogatives t bet mey- be g l"tlntod to us in t.lle U )tttrcibe or 
an equal c i t izenshi p • 

.. ~o~·J that t be letter of President Roose vel t discal"ds independence, it is 
obl igat ory to continue 1nstructin3 t he people so t hat, i gnoring tt.n,y .o~lic ious 
propaganda with •.'lllich an attemt>t 1.::; me:de to deceive them, they ma.v consi<ler 
that in the process of the natur&.l evolution or their pol ittcal ':" roblem on t he 
basts ot that punnanent union with the Uni t ed States , the count ry bee t o face 
t'l':o fo rmulas \'lhich do not excl ude the possibility of one boin~ a sta&e in t he 
a ttainment of the otber; that of St ate hood , a wo rthy and noble solut i on w;1 ich was 
accepted without h&sitation by Uunoz River& ttod would be ao.nct.ior ed with l eait i ­
rnate pride by almost ~11 the Puerto Rtcan people : and that or on i nter-1ndependent 
conr.:unl ty forming a part of the t'edero.teo family or the Uni t ed Sta t•• , t his lat­
ter a ronnul a which is not yet specifi cally &tilted In tbe pletfonn o! any party, 
but whieb , imitating what is graduall y taking place in J::nglan d , would make o f' 
the United St&tos 3 Coamonwoalth of .~.,~JJel'iC:an nations . in whtch Puerto ;:teo would 
appear as a member under eondi t iona equal to those ot t he other parts ot the 
whol e. ·,•Jithin that Corrmonwea.lth, made ft1st by the ties ot the. f l ag'

1 
of citizt!n­

ship , ot equslity of purposes and of mutuul advantages and duties , Pue rto Rico 
would comB to be o.n associated repu lie , o r b co ntoderated state, o r wh&t&ver 
one may wtah tq cal l i t. but pema.nently tt.lld irrevocably joined t o t he people 
of the United Stat es . 

"The to~le reached will dopend upon the (;ood fai th of both peoples, one 
towarda the other . I r ell we i n Puerto Rico unite to act i n accord wtth tho 
orientat ion wbich Poeoldont Roosevelt pointe out t o uo, t~at mutual good ral tb 
will t l ower into the ~reatest or realizations. But if, on t he contrary, we 
eow b i tternesa and doubt, rtolence and b.ate. or if, through i-ndolence, we l eave 
the ~preee ion that t hey exi et, even. though in reali ty they do not exist except 
i n the minds or eone discontented persons , then neither bere nor the ~e in the 
North shall we find the necessary sood Caitb , and there wi ll consequently fall, 

' t brou;h our own incompetence, upon the road or our polit i cal evolution, cl osing 
it forev-er and mald.ng it brtetle with t horns, the cu rse ot our col lect ive rui n. 

"It ie tbe time for deep reflection t bat r -.quirea patrtotte rocttticationa 
trom those who have be~n traveling tbe wrong roBd, Tho bi ghe•t Maglotrato or tbo 
Nation hao Juot made tho initlol decl aration tbat the great majority or Puerto 
Ricans have eo l onged tor. 

"I do not know what the unwise, the 1rreapona1ble, the demagogues , the de­
tender• of enarcby and d isorder will continue to think now, and what even those 
who, in sood faith, have defenood and dotond tho Ideal or indopondonoo through 
the iawtul ,. .. ne ot porouaslon, will continuo to think inthe mldat o r thle t empest 
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or lnco~prehenslon which baa been ultimately scourging Puerto Rico, end If 

there Wi ll or will not be e wlllln!neea to make thoee petrlotlo rocUtlcatlone 

tor the ~ood ot the Island whlcb so much needs the united efforts ot Its eona . 

"In regard to myoelt, tho j ust a ttl tude or the Pres ident con:ea to strengthen 

me more f irmly In the ideology for me unchanged since my cltlze~ oplrlt woe 

torgecl In th& free ,\morlcan echool, whlcn orclers me eo a pat riotic duty to de ­

tend permanent union on a plane of worthy equality In citizenship wi t h that 

great people , which hae "oven with deode In Its unequaled history t he dea:ocratlc 

princ i ple •opportunl ty tor all' and t ho ennobling 1n0tto 'o\l.l men r:e ro born 

eq,ual .' 

"For thla frank and opon att1tucle I aro baln~ at t acked rnerclleosly. I ahall 

continue t o be ~~k ettackecl pitilessly. Bu~ shall continue serenely In the 

performance of my civic duties until by b&!lii:dr blowa I cause to break In pieces 

\he rock or t ho t l ndl ljfe rence which boa hac! "Uerto Rico on the border or a cle rln­
lto collapse ao a people . 

"To my !!rot call , the country courtoualy r asponclocl throu vh Its pepular 

leaders . The el Hzona' luguea, tbe prea1c:.ent of the "'lriculturlata .cssoclftt !on, 

end other oe tatancllng entit les and peraons or morel atandin~ In tbe country 

have oleo alrvacly responded to tbe eecond call . 

"Hero !a tbe t bl rcl, given prestige b:r the previous indirect l ndorsement or 

Pr .. 1dent Roosevelt and abo t 1Von preetiiSe b .. the !nv!nel ble pO\Ier or truth, 

whlob , eccorcllng to tbe pblloaopber, may bo •~•ot or cay be bitter, but I• never 

evil . In tbla thlrcl call I ask to have expressed the oentl~nts or all the 

other Puerto Rican hearts that long for t~o happlneaa or Puerto Rico t hrough 

pe~Anant union wi th th~ ~eopla or the United Stetoo , wit hout oxcludln~ the 

nuclei of op1nlon of t he L!bo a l Party who were always •• llllrlg to ·:;t ve their 

~~rm apnroval to t he paths ••rked out by the exceptional d! root l ng force or 

Pre !dent Roos• velt,• 



Dear Ruby I \ \_, \ ~ <... k 

Hyde P~trlt, •. T. 
July 19, 1937. 

I th1Dk the truth of the aatter i.e that. you 
oan not Yery "' 11 be a teaober ln the publlo 
eobooll of Porto Rloo, where t.be policy il 
golns t.o be that. the Eaclieh laAgU&ge .uat. 
be t.aupt. pr~Uy and not. a1 a locolldary 
language. therefore, 1D the prtaary gradel 
praot.ioally all t.he oour111 •u•t be in lng­
lilh. Bpan1eb oan &110 be t.augbt., but. ae a 
1eoondary language. 

Tb1e of oour..,, would be unneoeuary of Port.o 
Rloo bllaa.e f:ree, but. ae I underat.and tt, 
eYen the Porto R~ne who adYooat.e freedo•, 
deeire t.o ret.a1n euob advant.agee ae be1DS 
part of t.be Onit.ed ~catee bae g1Yen tbe•. 
Therefore, it 1e Yery diffloult. t.o reach any 
definite oonolueione. 

I wonder 1f \be p"r.an who follow• ur. 
Oruenlns •111 be mre 1uooee11tul, because 
wbUe I hope 'lllery .uoh he will be, I am 
afraid t.bat. t.he eituation ie going t.o be a 
very d1ff1oult. one. 

'le hann•t. bad u -.&ob peaoe and qulet. ae •• 
hoped for but. t.bat. wlll oo•e 1 expeot., ln t.t.e. 
1 do hope you have a grand holiday. I do DOt. 
ezpeot. t.o be aDJWbere near you, but. l lllte t.o 
t.hlllk about. you and later on perhape you wUl 
get. away for a week end and ooae up here. 
I know t.be kodak wlll plea•• llt.tle lle&DOr 
Ber,e very -.&Oh, you are eweet. t.o eend lt • 

.lffeot.ionat.e~y ~ 

l 

(;U 
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Fi,H.It-1$ .IOUJIIHAL, 

RU BY A . BL.ACK 
NS:WS BUA£AU 

8 18 ~NATIONAl. P AU. BI,HL.OING 

WASHINGTON. 0 , C. 

July 17, 1937 . 

Oru.o l.o,,Wio. 
$1'AT5 JOUIIN.Al. 

ll'+~•~~o Wlo. 

POST-CIIUctNT, 
~ .... w; •• 

L.o C•••.u• Wlt. 

o."u ••. w,,, 

Denr Mrs . llooseve lt 1 

I om en clos i n G n letter which !.irs . Mendoza a a ked me 
to t ransmit to you . She wna afraid you would never soe the lo t ­
tor , end i t would simpl y be referred to EjZnest CruenJ.ne , \Tho 
would be further prejudiced ega1ns·t her because nho \1rote to you . 
She did not express the ideo in the le ttor par t of thut sentence . 
I added it as an explonation or -..hy she 11onted i t to q.o d irect 
to you. I} 

Educat i on Commiss ioner Gl l lardo told her t he on l y 
ljh1ng against her was thot she appoalied t o test i fy befor e t he 

eys commission, and that "superiors ordered him not to renew 
heX' con tl'sct . As he is appo i nted by the Presldent " i th the 
adv i ce and consent of the Senate , people not}lrally r1orilor what 
this means . '!hey believe , of course , that Crueninr, ond '1/ i nship 
ordered it. .. 

Mrs. Mendoza asks me to tell you tha t Alt t hur Corf1l ld 
Hays, IV111ism H. Nunn of the Univer oi ty of hlerto Rico, e nd Lewis 
Gannett of t he li . Y. Hera l d - 'l'F1-bune lena-.. he r , i f you wish to i nquire . 

Puerto Rico was d elighted to hea r that the P1'6aldent 
had a ccopted Gruen i ng ' a ros1gnotion as PRRA admi n1stJ•ator -- ax capt 
those who hod been kowto11in8 t o him i n the hopes of get ting or 
keeping j oos. 

•iili' are_leaving Sunday f or our vacation . ',1e shall be 
at Ri psh1n Farm (Sherwood Anderaon 1 s ploco) , Troutdale , Va ., which 
18 22 miles from J.liirion, Vo .. I f you should l>e dl'1V1nil i n that 
part of the-.country, eome spend ' a ni(lht or o lunch or e dinner 
with us . W~ hope t o bo th8ro three weeks , un le as 1 t looks e a if 
Congress ;s on the vsl'ge of e djournment , in whio}l o~so t shall 
have to rush back • 

You sound, in your col Ulltn , as if you ere l'llving a 
good time, out not q uite as much rest as you 1nd1coted to the 
l'reas Conference that you expected . 

Dutohllaa 
with the 

I thought tho President's letter l ast night waa swell . 

Hero a sks me to thank you for the outogrophs 1n the 
Count,- Guide. He values them. He i s hllvinu a grand ti:m& 
ool leotion of the Guides . 



11aJ11 tbanb tor ., Clu'lellll .. gf.t,. 
It i o tho Dloeat k1D4 ot a pre .. nt and t.1Y•• 
.. • czwat 4ee1 or pl" ""'". 

AtfeOtlOIII teJ.7 t 

ll1s8 Rubv j Blaclc 
818 Nat •i~as Building 
'llaah . D. C. 

. I 
I 
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(""J OAI I.'fNOJt~WUTUNJ Dea r !.Irs. Roosevolt l Her e i S your p1t1full;( s mo ll Dt.r i stmns 0""''·w•: · pr esent , \'lith ell "'Y love ond my odu1rot1on f or 'i_rin~ing. hope end joy to so 10ony people ell the year . ~1, . ··1 1/ 

sra. Cermeb Ro de Al••redo, Aoociecion pro Se1ud W.tornal 
S Subide I glaeie, 
Benturoe, 
Ban fll8n, P . R. 

Dear 0•-• 

Deo • 17 1 193'7. ( L f' 
1 
~ l.! 

e Intanti1 de . uerto n1oo, V .• 

\ ]J I• 

t ' ( 

Here 11 t he Chrtetue pruent for our friend , agam much ••ll•r t!Wn I !Wd hOped. W.,t>e eanethlng will NIPPttn that · I o•n affor d to eh• !Wr en P.e eter preeent. I hope eo. '.l.be truth, oonf1dent1al l71 il ttut Ie Demooreo18 he1 not boon eble to pa)' me for H•erel mon~, e nd thet 11 wh;r 1 e m 10 penn11a••• 

I lll'Dicl tbil, oa a nr)' bue)' ell)' when my uf1atent wu e1c:k, by doing • ,epeo1e1 Uttle 1 tory for the lle \1 Yorlt imu oa Samoa. I ••• •bout to tura down th.._ eutar-nt, when I auddenl)' ree11H4 that it .11ould pro•idl the "hriet.e pr .. ent, eo I dUIM4 out end •rote about OM 1neular poeaeeeion 1n c:rder to not • pree­•nt for another& , 
r 

I w r oh Ph71111 r• cen t1y, but heve not he erd f X'OII her • 
»o write end tell me how thqe I N (lO ins. Our tr t.J:Id might l l.ke to hear_. tdo. I oon r, i'lla her any report you mey o•N t o und to • fer Mro 

A{!Jha., I oen f .. l • ooneider ebla eet1ef a ot1on 1n knoe-1ng tlult '111'1 Ill -blreh1p and '111'1 1:110 ~· preermtl to my friend oen · br ing euppl1Ja to parhape • doun Puerto 111oon fom1liee tor a :y.ar, 1f you een et111 get • :y.er'• eupplt.e for 80 aente. 
•)'be 1 <111 dey I 'll g a t • good j ob; end then I 'll 61ft fb1e J)l'llente to ., trlencl end •~ Oil Ill.)' Ollllo 

l'f lttl b .. t wiehle t or Chrtetmu end t2te c a.lng ,. . r, I ea 

Your• dnotecll.71 



-

7ebl'\lary H, 1938 

loar Ruby: 

")( I ban l nMCrl be<! the boolt 
tor V1l'!dP'" II••OOGI< Wid lett 1t with 
Mr. Muir. 

I t hlnlt the nlaDU NI& are 
nry cunmnc an <I I ht•YO g1 Yell the 
Prea1den\ tha one w111ob 1M• lett tor 
hits. 

• -1 I wUl be .,.,.,. jllacl to huo 
I lr Joo)r;pU lept 0(1f'W t o 41nner on 

tlla 23M at ? 1:10. 

AtteoUOila\ely, 

loliss Ruby Dlaolt 
National Pro11 Blde. 

co 

S:DD 
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RUBY A. BLACK 
l/ NI:WS eUR£AU 

Sla•z .. ,., ....... o..,.At.. ~t•u• a u•1.ou•rG 
WAIHIHOTON , D . C. 

PlllSI-OAlffit . ... _ .... ..-.. 
JTAfl JOUkM.t.l.., ..,..._.,_ 
.OST.ctUClJo~1, 

....,._,...~ 

U !WHl. 
ue... .•. w ... t .. o.:n. w~o. 

OA.!l't HOaTWWESTUN 
o . .,L.t..~. w-. 

Here are t he Valentines Jano modo for you and tho 
President. 'lho aeleot1one \7aro tmtir e ly he r ""•'" • 
"pt , don' t you th1nk? February 11, 1938 . 

Dear ~~s . ~oooevelt: 

1'1hcn Roclcwell Kent was here during tl'.e pe.at 
week to testify before a House comcitteo in favor or 
a Federal Department of Arts he exp1•cssed a gr eat 
desire to meot yo1.1 becaus e of yo1.1r helpfulness in 
developing Federa l Art• proj ect s . 

He will bo in washington t o lecture on 
February 24. Ho oo~ld s t ay through Febr~sry 25, 
and possibly oo~ld arrive on t he morn1n6 or tho 
23r d, if by coming early or by s tayi ng late he 
could see yo1.1 for a raw minutes . 

If yo1.1 Vlill 'tell me whether yo1.1 could 
see him at any time on l''ebruary 23, 24 or 25, I "ill 
send the i nformation on to him. ' 

\ , ,t,...• '-

~· 

• I 

\ 

I 

" 



tvEHIWO o.•.nm w--.--. 
LAC~C:U.. s.. ...... ,. .. _ .w. 
(Y0iiHG ..OU~NAI.., 

J•• •••-•• N. T. 
t..u.o,l.nu•M~~~. 

Co01 I';I.M•, W!o, 
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RUBY A. BLACK 
NllWS 8UREAU 

.... NATION Al. Ptlllc.•• BVII.DINO 

WASHINGTON , 0 . C.. 

Feb. 14 , 1938 , 

Door l~rs , Roos evelt: 

At Ch1•18tmes, I gave V1rg1nio lion cock 

thiS copy of "This Io My Story, " to her greot deligllt . 

The Hancocks are next-door ne18hbors of mine , very fino 

people, who hadn't hDd a job in the family for nearly a 

year unt i l I gove Virginia a job 1n my office at the 

beginning of the year , 

I hopo tho t you oon ins or1\le your name 

in th1a copy for Virginia Hancock, sa it ~ould moan 

much to tho Hancocks . 

Don't bother to mail it back to me . 

Just leave it with Lr . l·:Uir , and I'll collect 1t somB 

dey when I am po ss ing by. 

Yours with affection, 

..cus .... unl. 
._ .. "t ... 

S1' A Tt JOUIV'IAl. ... ~ ...... 
POST.CI"KtNT, 

-'""'•....,.· w! .. 
'NIIIUNS, 

... c ...... w ... 
DAILY N OIUI-IWCSUIIH, 

OoloUolrt,W'l:o 
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S..J--....._ .... 
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RUBY A . BLACK 
Nlt"W5 BUREAU 

aa.4-N4TIIOHA I. Pau• 8 VII I.OihG 

WASHI HVTOH, 0 , c;. 

I " 
NU:10-6UiTTt", 

.,_ ..... w-... 
STAll .JOUlJCAl. ......_,.._ 
.on.cu.scon. ...,__.._ 
TltiiiUHIE. 

L.. CN ... , y ,.. 

DAILY NORniWiiSTt,IIUt, 
N~t.,w ... 

Foh, 16 , 1030 . 

Des r Mrs . Hoosovol~: 

I !:ncr,, 1t; will be an uno:;pected 
Hockltell Kent to dine wit.'l you . He had no 
but maybe s f e" minutes talk about ort for 
s ponsored by the governcent . 

delight~~ 
..... -01 anything 
and by the neop le , 

Is he to take the invitation fro~ me as THP. 
invitat i on, or will !..r s . Helm or s ome one \1rito hll11 a note? 
Hls address ls Ausoblo Fork:~ , li .Y., 11' you wont it . 

I 'm sure ho will ask me "hD t to near, too. 
Is i t black tie , rod tie , or 11h1to tie? 

You "ore , I am g lad to repprt , elected to activo 
memb orah ip in the \~omen's il a t i on::.l Press Club loot n ight -­
but I had t o get up ond deny in sll-inolua1ve detail ond 
wi th final ~nd dof1nite emphasis that I om your r,l\nat . I 
thought tho t old wheeze hod d ied long ago , but A mal'lbor of 
the elub octuolly sold tho t "F.ve rybody kn01.a 11 I on you r ghost . 
or co\lr6o , 1r yott bhould ever need a ghoot , tth1ch I do no t 
expoct , I hope oocebody 11111 put in o good ·.t ord f or me , 1f 
I feel strong enough to unrtertake it . 

I'll g lvo J ane your messR <;e obout tl¥1 Valentines . 

It you oro wrltinc to rlockwell and 61vlng h4m tho 
information I 8 a keel , you do not need to ana:. or t h is . I h ove 
wri tton him wh8 t you said . 

Yours wltb love , 

• 



I 

Apr il <D, l 9J8 

Dear lueya 

lira . RooseYelt has had n wry nice l•tter 
fro!J a t aru woun 111 Te,:aa, who, t !nd1n& heraelt 
in a rut, :>urChCl8ell a be• nd bat and went to to'"' 
to he11r Ura. Rooaevelt1s lecture, ntter 'lbl ch w 
&aye llha 1a able to t ake up her 110rk with new .,.,.gy. 
Thia woa&A .. .,.. to ho a ereat ad.Urer ot youra, and 
I aa ..,.UIII you the ;>4rll4:l'n::hs fro!l her lett•r whi ch 
-nt.ioa JOU• 

Very sincerely, 

•1u lut>T J.. Blaclc 

Secre tary to 
llu . Roo:wvelt 

814 Nut i -.1. ""-.a llu.Hdlq 
• llhiDC'OD, D. c. 0 

-
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... NAT-tONAl. Pill &•• 8 UUo.Oih0 
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SU.fl JOU.IHAL. ............. 
PQST.(lUClHf, 

..,_, •• a... Wio, 
t•IIM.I#Ol , 

t...c.-.w .. 
OAJI,.'f NOitf'WWUfUI't 

O.l.l..U., Wlo 

Door llrs , Roosevelt! 

'J.'hero a re t wo recen t bright soy l ngs of my 6- year-o>ld Jnno Wh ich I cannot resist telling you , 

One day she told me she thought y~u • re the greatest woman in tho world . I aslted her why , After n momont of oons 1derot1on , sho eoidl 

"Wen, I would like to vote for he r for Preaident , W• Al l the rr eoidenta so· far hovo been men , and I t hinlc it would be a n ic& change , and I think ahe woulll be a good President . " 
~o for o s I know , ohe had n~vor read anything about you r~r 1\o osinont, and l know we hnd ne ver mentioned euoh a th ing to herJ-!JV Aled, ahe i s very conservative and feminine r~ther than Fo~iniat , 

~ ~-Friday night , when we got home , she woe playing phonograph recorda , After ehe e t opped her program, sho said to mo t 
"Ky favorite record is ' Sing lle n Song of Social S ignifi­cance. ' " ~

:z...;.,.._ 

;}-. 
~_;,~ 

Don 't you think the 0 Pine ann Noodlee " outhOt'3 1 coapasore , and aponeore would be ourpriaed to heab tha t & 6- yeor - oln fL~da that t h lo io hor favorite phonograph record? 

Can ;you find e t l.!Ge tor breakt oet , lunch dinner , or Pft~r-d 1nno r at my house, with the usunl llartha, 0f!no , Bees·, f:mmo , and Tor.nnie soma ­time before you go sway, or w~en you oome b ack for e day or two, or an;y time? Ilc! love to have you, llnd I think I should have the privilece of the "turn" t hia ;rep, 1f you can make it without i ncon.; venienoing ;youraelr. 

With much love, I nc , aa ever , 

Yours aincorol;r , 



A;>rll 26, 1938 

Dear Ruby: ~ 
Mra. nooo,_~lt baa wr1 t tan to 

thanlc Ill'. IOdrl llnntlbli t or hla "t>ook , •Joul'tllly 
to Jlal>aoa•. 'fbo 1.,.or1pt1 on 1a nice ond 
Kn. R001to>VUlt la loolr1no; ror .... rd to ruo11D8 
the book. 

. ltfJatlonntely, 

111• aab7 Blaolt 
latiOD&l Preaa Bu1ld1DS 
hah1DS\GD, D.C. 

' 

• 

(jO 

DD 

• 



llq 17, 1938 

111'4. ltooaenlt &Keel M t o Ill¥ that the 
ODl7 thllll to do would be to nter the people to 
the W&\1onal Poundat1oD t or tDtant1le Paraly1i1. 
!Jntort.unataly, w.r.ra S:n-1n&l 11 orowdad t o tw 
d001'1 at the -nt &Dd I mow that their patianU' 
ai<l rUDd 1a ahalltltad and tb4ir han a long wai tine 
lbt, 

llowanr, the !•ally 100ul<l probo.bly ! Ml 
batter about 1t it tu7 could ruwe thla 1n!o~t1on 
c:.iraot t~ h.eadqll&l'tara. 

Sincer ely yonra, 

S.ontaey to 
11r1, loo1enl t 

uo 

so 

1 h t Cll,J.J, !It• :non t..n:>l'n, Jr . In "uDr to hl co 
Returneil l e t ter from LU18 aunot--!\nr n " ou " ' -
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RUBY A . BLACK 
NEWS 8UR&AU 

818 ...... NATIONAl. ,...US 8UII.OII•o0 

WASHINGTO,.. , 0 . C, 

Way 27, 1938, 

Dear »ra . Rooeeveltl 

II'I.Ut •• .um5., ...... ...,. 'fl(: • 
STAfl .IOUtN.Al. 
~ ........ 

P()ll.CUSCUo!l, 

A»l••-· 'Ill' .. } 
UIIUI'fC. 

l.o c....... w .. 
OAIL'f NOIUW'WtUUH 

O.U.ot.. w .. 

It wee a delightful eurprise to find the Mexican 

trey, or bowl, 1n my office the other day, It' a especially 

nice to get a present when there's no "oooaaion,,. It 6081 

beautifully with two smaller fruit bowle which Manry loleverick 

brought ua trom lolexico, 

I aa enclosing excerpte from a letter from my f~rmer 

high echool friend -- the one who bought a red hat and went to 
, ra,. . 

Lubbock~to helll' you apeak. I oont her a oopy or your colllllln 

which quoted from her le ttor , 

I am going to New Y
0
rk Tuesday afternoon, to stay 

throe days to try to l i ne up eomo magazine art1oloa or a(~_) 

kind of writing -- boolce, column, or whete•or - - ao I oan,begin 

to make a Uv1lng inetoad of ~at warlcing. My O'llrn1nge wore $1, 4<'3 

laet year , and I think that's too l i ttle for one or my educat ion 

and elCperionce and , maybe , a little abilHty, 

I ehall stay at t ho Governor Clinton Hotel , tor Which 

one of my paper• sent me a "duo bUl, " 0tho~1ee , I ehould not 

have had enough money to go to New York at ell, Aleo, thank 

goodnau for the Royal Blue train ' 

Kuoh lo•• and m~an:r thanka , 

~.rcl Han•~·~~~~ ~~~ronem1tto~ to{~~ et a~l hie poeeaea1on• 
ourtlll aj-•'he hil wife and ~i:uh~tle boy were wearing, and 

~i.:·f~.~~1~er, wben heir houe~ (rented) burned down leat week. 



Excerpts from a letter from llina J . Headrick 
of SWeetwater, 'l'exas . 

When your letter , containing the clipping from 
!.Irs . Roosevelt's co~umn , came my spi rits s hot up in the air 
like a s ky-r ocket . So far did I s oar that I am Just now 
getting down to earth agai n . It was just time for the even­
ing chores when my husband came in Wi t h your lett er and I 
became so excited over breakin W into print th!l. t I went out and 
f e d t he chicl<ens in my "Sunde.y dress and shoos . I. farm woman 
is not usually gar belt in her be s t bib and tucl<er at this hour 
of the day but I , too, had just come in !'rom playing "society" 
i n the city o!' Sweetwater . I 1 ve been thinking o!' mysel!' as 
the small town girl who made good nnd tho tlu•ill that comes once 
in a life time, etc., ever since . 

Seriously, you will never know how very much I 
appreciate your thoughtfulness i n taking time fror.~ your busy 
life to send me the clippi ng nor will Mrs . Roosevelt ever know 
how happy I felt that she even considered my letter for I know 
she r e ce ives hundreds of like kind, only mine must have sounded 
sillier th.e.n 1111 the others and it caught her attention. I 
did write it in a moment of enthusiast i c conference wi t h myself 
after my return from Lubbock and the world still retains the 
rosy hue but I rather think it is the r eflection or Mr s . Roose­
velt's charming persona lity and int e resting talk instead of the 
red hat and topper. 

I wish I htld time -- well , I rovo oll the time 
in th e world !'or that matter , but rather, if I thought you 
a nd l~rs . Rooee'lelt had time or the inclination to listen , I 
would like to tell you of the vnried comments (both pro and 
con) I have heard a bout her recently . I admire her so very 
much that, l ike her son , Elliott , I almost vtent into action 
at a club mee ting when one vtoman !'roc tho oo- cnlled intelli­
gentsia (you know hovt some people get educated beyond their 
intelligence ) spolco unkindly, to sliy the lenst 1 of Mrs . Roose­
velt . 

. Another "friend" remarked t~t "buoy women like 
Ruby Black and prominent women like Eleano1• Roosevelt did not 
spend t h eir time writing t o fo.rm women and that llina Just had 
a vivid imaginntion" . Needless to any , the farm woman wasted 
no time in an effort to convince her and i s very happy in her 
own knowledge tha t carefully tucked away in her desk and in 
her heart ia the kindly word of greeting fr om both of you and 
the little clippi ng will be a. treasured memento to hand dorm 
to my gr&.ndohildren , only I happen not to have any children. 



Dear Ruby: . 

( (;·~ u 
) I 

' // 

J une s, l938 

I t h inJc your erUcl e s ounds vr ry i ntereottng. Wh11t do 
you thtnk ot June Rhodes ae a pionePr l n a oertaln 1 \ne o~ 
new bualnesat There arB IIO Ne peoplP pi one r r tncr l n nconom1oe 
today on the ye11rl y wage 1dea; -l h11vn heard nt one or two 
b1g til'1liB l>u t I oonnot th t nk or their names. I wonder tr 
t he trade j ournals or even the Lahor Union Head(nn•·t ere could 
not tell you. 

In aooial probl rms I t hink t hat Mol l Y Deweon could give 
you a number ot good leada. 

I 

I don't aeem to be t ull ot OU!'t''CBtloris t oday. I thtnJc the 
last r ew days ~ve been a l ittle wearying • Sut I know that a 
tew years ago Ur. George Draper 1n New York could have ~1ven 
you ~od l eads on agencies, partlcul~rly t~ose i nter ee tPd l n 
the t1eld ot study or payohology and the mt nd . I w111 be glad 
to try a nd think II little turth~r 1! th,.,·s e don 1 t leed to er ougH 
tor you. 

1'o~Uy was t nken very 111 on Sunday n1~ht nnd !:ll the t ollow-
1ng day we were very enxlous . She to bet t "r, hu t 1t w1ll 0"' a 
oouple or days betore we wil l be r eall)' s ur e of hE'r pro~resa, 
a she had some perlton1Us. So I chs n;co d e.ll my plan11 ~nd 

etaye~ ~n here, and I t hink I w n't leave here t or mor e thgn a 
day until ! go t o New York on tlo· 13 th, ~nc! t~ ,.n to 'Yoehlngton 
on the 15th. 

I am p;lad you t a llted t o Oeorgo Carlin and I nhnll look fot'­
•ard t o seeing h1sn end all h1s t's :nU y a t ~yde P~trk t h1o summer. 

I l ove the p1o ture ot Ehanor and your ,T anP nnd !\r.t t !ll< I ng 
1 t to show 1'~y this attr·r noon . 

EvPr)' auooeee to you. 

Atteot1onate1y, 



r-·-. 

.A OUM>CMC.IA, 
~- J ..... , ... ~ It"• 
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RUBY A . BLACK 
NIWS IIUIIICAU 
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P&US-6.Unn, ·-........ 
. TAll IOUitH..U.,. 
~.W' ... 

llOsr.carsc,on , -­f ltl iiUN(, 
t.. ( ...... w-... 

DAILY H01tT~WUlSIIIN, 
O.l.l •• t.. w-... 

r» 
Dear V.ra , Roosevelt ! Ju!tO s , 

1938
• ~\~· 

I enclose th&s letter to you, but I do no t eak you to 

do anything about it . I have not forgiven her for What I believe 

to have been ~eception Of ma , and Of you thrOUgh me , previous l y , 

I have also said I would never spend another minute doln& anyt.>ting 

tor any Nationalist , as I consider the llationaliata untruotworthr 

an~ like,iae the worst enemies of independence for l'uerto Rico , 

But here's t he letter , 
\ 

While I waa in Now York lest week makinG cont&ots tor 

magazine articles and books , a conversation with a i•a,asJw~e•• 

Cosmopolitsn editor sugsestod that I submit sn outline for an 

article on "The New !ionserins "• I have heard you mention many 

t1mes the opportunity for pioneering in economic , political, and 

s ocial probleos , I wonder if you could cite examples of persona 

or organizations who are doing such pioneering (of course, I know 

aE'Do , including yourself) , I om in terview1ng
11
poople at Science 

Servi ce this afternoon on the "new pioneering 1n science , Or 

c ould rou give me aourcea of such information~ in t!to field of 

the aooial , political, and economic soiencos? Or on the New Front iers 

in the ae fleld,s t The Unexplored <;ont inent s or th s Mind? l'ho Hew 

Adventures T :J1" c.. • • •. cU!J1 · • • o. u_ e • ~-~ ~ 1'~ . 

Or course, I don't i ntend tor you to write my article 

for me, but I would be grateful if you could g ive me some t ips on 

source• . 

I had a long talk with George Carlin, and he 1a looking 

for ... r d to br i .ngln(l "the youngest• to Hyde Park this summer. 

Here ie a larger p~cture ot Eleanor ond my Jane , made 

at V8 l Xill in huguet , &936, hrough an error, I sent the smaller 

picture laet year , , 

Yours wi th love, 



June 30, 1938 

Dear Rubyt 

Than~a Yery much t or the copy ot 
BO~G SI LL. Somehow or othor, 1t seems 
that l lto ta nevor proprrly adju~tod; when 
I've been busy ond ruahed and had no time 
t or readtnn, I longed t or a ch~noe to do 
noth tng but read all day lon~. ~nd I gueae 
tt 1a Juot the pPrYera\ty ot h~an nqture 
that when I h~d nothtng to do but r~~d all 
day lonr,, I didn ' t wqnt that e1th~r. 
RnwnYer, I am g~1ng t o lo9t a little and I 
know I w111 enjoy re~d1ng BOWLEG IILL . . 

You were ewaet t o eend eo m~ny ~ea~acee 
and I am very happy to be able to t~ll you 
that I am perfectly alright ~g~1n ~nd expect 
to be better than eYer . 

With many thanks, 

Attecttonately, 

Wtao Ruby Black 

.. 

uo 
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D4ll.'f HOn14tUH~. 
o.u ...... w: .. 

I . 
Juno 18, 1938, 

Deer To=1e: 

I have Just ordered sont to you, from the publisher 

(Brentano's bo1nc fresh out) , a copy of "Bowleg Bill, " by J , 

Berger, who 1a tho aamo ea Jare=iL~ Diggs , author of the very 
awell "Capo COd P H ot ," 

A men whoce wire hDs just convaloaoed on i t telle 

me i * is highly hoolthy for convalescents , I ~von 1 t rood it . 

Now plonae 4on 1 t write to me , or hnve ony ono 

also do so . I 'll se~ you sometime before too l one, . and you 

can say it in poraon. Of course , if you don ' t get tho book by 

Tuesday or Wgdnaaday, hove somebody wr-ito me juot tmt , nnd 
I 1 11 go aftor 1 am, 

I ""' c llad to honr you are coming along, DO 

toke care of yourself . 

lluch ltve , 

~ 

.t-



... 

_. dar llln ll1ulu 

h acco.Neee ritb Ira. JlooMNl\'a 
illatructtona, I WI M llll! D& )'OU t.ba encl.Dae4 
ata~ta ~ " letter abe bu recei"Nd froa 
Oo•~raor Dlanton W1 nah1p, 

Adaiatatnth• orn­
Soctal Correa~oe 

lllN ~ &o J.1Mk 
Ill llaUCIDal ""•• llutld.f.al 
~. n.c. 

' 

(]{) 

0 

- 1 



l'ltNlH6 6 AlnT't. w-­LA O~ ... .~ ..... .._ .... 
[VOftN& .JOUIIlMAl. 

.J----., M. ' · 
C.U.OU·TnS·~ 

c.. o-.,w--. 

R UBY A . B L ACK 
NII"WS BUR&AU 

818 ...... N A1'10HAL ~ . .... B UILOflroO 

W A.HINGTOH. 0. C . 

NC$l-6Alun . 
........... w;.._ 

STATC -X>ultHAt.,. ....._.,.._ 
..0ST.Citt$(.(tif. .....__ .... 
ft IU"(, 

t...e... .... 'ltlt.. 
DAI LY NOITHWCSTUN, 

o.cu • ..,. w ... 

Juno l v , 1938. 

Dear ~:ra . Hoosevcl~: 

I hope thAt the suggestion I o.., Milking 1s not 
imoroper . If lt ' is just let me kno11 hr.d be au1•e thllt 
I intended no impropric~y . 

I '"' told tuut the Pue1·to Hi e.g, I nuti tute of 
Tour1sr.~ i:: conoidering not rene"inc its p1•ouent publicity 
and ndvel'ti sing cont!•O.ct . lill£it I !:Ave ::ocn o!' tneir 
stuff liB s seemed to me rn ther poor, itf"'o.B"h•uch as it 
did no t bring put tho distinctive character of l'Uerto 
Ri co . 

Mr, '.!' . J . Maloney spoke to JJIO in tlow Yo1•k 
recent l y about hiu idoas of advertising Puert9 Ri co 
and nslrod if I oould bring this to the nttention of 
Go vornol' llinship and l:!m•ique Ortege_. l>oth or " " om are 
now in \/aca1ngton . I told nim that an introduction 
fron mo to Governor llinship would be valueless. 

l.lr . I:S.loney is the publ1al1er of "U, S . camere." 
an annutLl boolt which I believe you t..svc seen . 't•his 
and other work ot his wilicb I Lnve seen mnke mo I.JoUove 
~hnt he really could do sor.:ething to intoreut pooplo in 
Puerto Rico . T~t},! pllrticulhrly inportan~ r.o<~ , i1lll G -

'1:luch as tho i • ..,llfr ste.ndards a ct applies to l'uot·~o 
Rico the su".c minimum wage us it applies to all other 
sectiona , and n\lly r esult in a '•iJ;hdrawal by •. ell Jorney 
and !Jew Yorlt contraotot•s of their contrnctn 1'01' needle­
work in Puerto ICico . 'i'hus anyt llin6 tll&t can be done 
to he lp the people malre n l1vin6 is pnrtioulu1•ly urgent , 

I am encloaing two brief memol'llnclll 1'1•om 1\r . 
1.:a1oney With tho hope that you mi ght think i t p1•opor 
t o send them w1 th a note to Governor \11n&h1p or 1.1r , 
Ortega a t the Divia1on of Terr itories and Islo.nd Pos­
sesniona, .Interior Department, suggesting that they 
might want to tAlk Wi tb t..r . ~Aloney. 

I have no poraonnl intere~t in tho matter and 
of course mJ name should not bo mentioned to Governor 
Winship . 

Your a attectiollll('2:ly, 
JJ· -- \ 



LA FORT ALEZA 
PUERTO RICO 

!.!y dear llro. Rooao.alt: 

South Interior Build ing, 
Jash1ngton. D. C., 

1uno e5, 19~. 

'!'ht.lll< you vor:r mueb tor your letter ot 1une 17th am tho 
ec.oloaure • 1 tb rete renee to :.!r. T. 1. l!aloney, regarding bta 
doolro to bo oonnoctod -ritb our tolll"i&t progru tor Puerto Rico, 
alld aloo rotorr1116 t o J.ll.os Enrlgbt'a tnterost in tbls t>attor. 

Tho oontroot tor publicity tor tho Institute or ~ourUm I f't ( ( 
wee awarded to Steve Ba.anagan and Aaaoc1ates ot !lew Yor'k about 1 

eisbt 110nthe ago, and the contrsct tor adTertieio.g was awarded I ~q, ., 
to &Challall and Cccpaey ot New Yor!< about tin oontba ago. Liu , 
Enri&ht • a application, together with many others that had boon 
reoo1~e4, ware given Tery earetul consideration at that t~e. 
~. ""lonoy'o mOliiOrondum will be oubmltto4 to the Director ot 1 
Tourism tor tuturo consideration . 

I ohould like to hove an opportunity, one ot thooe d~y• 
when tt 11 convenient , to talk over sooe ~t our Puerto Rioaft 
problomo In which I know you >:ouH be very much l~>toreoted. 

~ro. rr.nklin D. Rooaovolt, 
Tho Whitt llouao , 

W.ob1ngton, D. c. 

Sine~· 
Blanton ~inoh1P 

Governor. 

I I· I,. 

/ 



·. 

AIICIU t J. , 19 )8 

Dear lblby& 

I was 81nd to hMve your l etter und 
wtll a;>enk to Harry I!Opkin• llrod Aubrey 11'1111,..., 

flO COlle by 'al Kill i f )IOU ~r<l i1o thh 
part or the country, I will t e t.rray, however, 
froa t !ul nl&ht o r the 17th to the 27.d, 

I s tl1e r•e &tl)' way I co 1ld hel? on )Our 
bureau worlt! I bat<t t o ae.: you give it up . 

Atfectiona tely, 

( "' ss Ruby Blnck \ 
\.ei6 llattonal Prosa lluLding 

Washington 

I 

0 

• 



l/,. 1rc still havinG 8 lot of fun trylnr, tO beat 'smith with )jill Dodd1 Ond nO<J W(> thtn:t VIe hP VO blo s t~d Solth bootttJfully thl• mot•n 1ng. I 

Rop. l•"<~8rd 

Deor ~rs . Roosevelt : 

o chon co , Iclcoo 
I 

818 ll•, t 1oM 1 ~'l-ess 
Vlsshln11t <>n ! D.C . 
July 20, 11130. 

Hlds . 

It hnn been suc(;estod tlvlt Herb Little be appo i nted "to succeed ~."rt 111lfot-d cs ~IPA press" rel•t1one d irector. I don't knovr who first sue1'ostod lt, but Ho!'b did not hsa!' of it, cn/1 did not tthink of it , until after ,• lt had boon sugaeated to Aubrey 1111111\ms end lia!'ry Hopk i ns . 
Gonsidarlng the nltu•t1on on the !l~rlpps-H0na!'d papers , he would very much like to hAve tho job . - Since Bob s0rippa ' s death , tho pnporn hnvo bcc 0t10 l ess end loa .. liberol, "oro and more a verse to prlntinc tho 1lboral stories Herb wrltec about labor , tho ~dlciary t ho LL l'ollette civil liberties investigation, etc.. 6on!'1den t1ol l y , we honr that tho Scrippe -a01·rord bureau hero in likoly to be out down to a coup l e of editoriAl writers , 'i'om ~tokes to do a daily pol1t 1cnl story, on•l the cot·re•pondonte !'or the lnd i v1cluo l papet•s , And , lntleed, to ltoop Tom mOI'O end more outside !/'ah1ncton, sn thot l oss '.'!ashJne t on newR will eo to the no· .. epapors. It I~ 0 J' itY £t.?ut tho ::;v r1nps - )1 0..tard pRpera they were liber al until 11b&l'n l 1e" bennn to cct , p ro -1obor un t il lobor beglln to demand and cot sono t."'1nc ~ 1taelt ond !'ror:.. covor=ent. [rr-
I am not asking you to do Fnytt{1n& about thio job for Herh . You nee<ln 1 t even ansYfer t his 1e tter , But I thought I woul d like to h8VO you know the s1tust1on, j us t in cASe you a re ooi(Od for lldv1eo , or o re naked to recor.t:"tend somebody else . 

I om still s truru:;Ung •r1 th rny o•m econO'.llic prob­lem, I:xam1na t1on or my bookn 11h""s th.• t , o~clusi vo of t!le UP job , which I cot~lc! do wlt.!lout a ny overltoad , my bt1rOn11 1s now mnk lng t 30 n month -- no ll onoutJh to pay my oook,la salnt•y, much le ss to pay t hot and hor upkeep , too . I tu;ve not yet realized any nooney on r.Jacaz1no oturr , but aovernl thinGs ol'CI in tho mill, none of which !'Illy turn out . "'"nr,h1le , there is so much newe , despite your Ah•anoe and t~t o Uongrefto, t~ Supreme Court , and the Proa1cl ont , thet. I have 11ttle t1:t8 to work on magazine stu!'!' . I hPte to .,;iv& up the bureau, vm1ch I a~nt ten yeors building uv, ond which once paid r:o as much u .,.65 a week, and )'O t I con t go on like th 1s , j probably can eot s chen per otf1co , b ut ovo n the t would no l'lnke en ouch dl!'fereneo to justify My eoine on l llce thll, I hove firecl my One reporter , b\•t still hrvs cy little 8Acr~tl\ry , WhO eeto only C72 a mon th . 

. Your 11 laiy stroak 11 woul(l not he n lazy atrenk tor anybody but you l 1 1m cl~d you 're gntt1ne some peace, thouGh• Wo don't yet know where we oro goine on vaoll tion , wh ich t-o g i na ebout S.uc. 14, but ~r we <lr1ve nen.r Val Kill, we'll oall on you , l t we may . lf1th much love , 
~--
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August 39, 1938 

} Ui ee R~Black 
National Pr ess Building 
',faebington, D. O. 

Dear Ruby: 

c.o. •~o. • ·-·u• 
·-c..~···"-0"' ....... ·-· 

I am sending you a folder ~Ot ten out by our once­
little puer to Rican Needlework Cooperative, It will sur prise you 
as i t did me - i~e really solid professional tone. 

I wee in the o ffice the oth11r daY 1\1\d swelled with pride over 
the really fine professi onal work~~ the cooperative is doing 
now, in design, !inieb , an~ marketing. It ia definitel y o.• its 
feet , ie not only doing a lot for hundreds of Puer t o Rican women 
who were virtually starving a few yearn ~o an~ who no" own their 
own business , but is also setting new atanderda of shop and work­
i ng conditions . The OIO in Puerto Ri co rebards the shop aa a model 
shop anel a yardatlok. It is showi ng the Puerto Rican trade thnt 
it need not be as dependent on NY jobbers end contractors aa it 
is now, t hat it ia possible to do the whole job ot manufacturing 
in one Puerto Rican organizntion, from deei~n, 4li~ th ro1.1gh ,_ 
purchase of materials, to pac~ing, and selling, direct to the ' a~~ 
departajent stores. ·.n thin that rant~e, the Cooperative hae now cut 
out_!ll middlemen, n thing that was conaldered impossible a few 
yea rs ago . 

AB I look back on i t, the ' organization of that cooperative wee one 
of the really great adventur es of ~Y lite, 

You remember tha t it gr ew out of the old needlework projects of the 
Puerto Rican r. t .R,A., which were made wo~ and p roduced clothing 
at high prices for fre e distribu t i on to te poor. •,Then the r . E, R, A. 
waa about to be liquielat ed, I wns naked to work out eome aoheme 
under whi ch t he ne~dle-work project col.\ld be cont!nued, eince 
the PRRA cads no provielona for wo~en, Ea:~~i Bird and I-•~ 

vlaualiaed a pr oducer• ' cooPt rative, run • P' 1 Y strict l y 
buaineu pri nc1plep, competli!ng w1 th the org~hed trade in ~ i't;) 
own U nee. Only that way co'b!d we ge t the volUUlS of bualneaa needed 
to make a defini t e l mprtaalon on t he horrible condition of the 
Puerto Ri oan women, and only that way ooulel r.e hope to teaoh the 
whole indus try in Puerto Rl oo a deflnte leeaon in buelneaa- methoda 
th rough whl ch i t might be able to pull iteel f out of l te horrible .­
elavery to New York jobbera,- a slavery thnt wee making the Puer to 
Rl oan 1nc1uatry t he worat awaatabop ,_.. l nduatry in t he worl d, and 

wae ruining t he quality of Puerto Rioan needl ewo rk. 
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Then came the battles. First we had to fight the FERA which did n6\ . 
want to be liquidated. Then the Puerto Rican women rose against us 
becauee they cUd not underetll.lld what we wert\ <lob.;. "'):o .. tl:<e , . ., .. , !Ill 
lawyers t.:>lll us tl:a.~ ~he \1 .! : . .; ~o·:~<i r:.:.~ ~.·;~. ~'::l;r be done with 
Federal money . At last they found a way and got ua a 11 ttle money 
for a start, 

After we started, and until we f~~lly got the bulk of our capit~, 
~l the Puerto Rican pol1t1oinne tried to ruin us and get control of 
the venture. 'lie struggled ~ong on a shoestring. ',1e had to discharg-e 
one foreman and forelady after another, because they ell played pol­
itics and Fe didn't have the ~oney to hire a cooo one. There was 
bad work, dietruet, and hatred. Bird and I, n Profeoeor of F.cono~ice 
and an Explorer, had to step i n and ~~ the shop oureelvos, learn 
about needlework as we went. 

The politicians did everything possible to tie up our cepit~ and hru. 
etring ue. our few thousand dollars were cor> inc to an end with alc:oet 
nothing to show tor them, The i established industry, in Puerto Rioo 
end in !lew York, began to u .-.ht ue, Bird and I had to handle dele-
gations of Puerto Rioon indlstrio.liste, and show them that what we 

were doin~ was to their ndve.ntage, Delegations went frorol Ue10 York to 
'"a abington to prote at oge.inet our getting our cs.pital . 

The bat tle lasted three lllonths , enrl finally v1e eo t . the ca pital. 

A little while late~ there wae the great ehnkeup in the-PRA rP~~ . 
Bird and I both resi~ed from Oovernment, eew~~ cervice, The a•ee~~ 
needlework venture 10as in a very bad shape, There a was aoce talk of 
abandoping it, Because of the setup, that could not be done without 
stirring up a lot of trouble. Then the PRRA virtually washed ita he.nde 
of it. '111 t l: that Bird stepped in and took char~e of it. 

That prote aor of econo=ics baa done a marvellous j ob. As he went, he 
learned about the demands of the needlework trade, about labor-or­
ganizations (he invited the CIO to etep i n and make a model-shop 
out of i t without killing it 88 a bue1neae), he learned about textiles 
and pricea, about cutting, about the new York distribution of needle­
work , about the whole bue1neae, frOUl bet;irlning to end, 

The fact that it 11 a .uoceae t oday, Ed making money !~r ~~ .:> 
\iOl"~C l.'i \:l':t~ ~'''"~ l ~, :..., till "':!!c ~:o:..-c oal'l:nUlo ¥,hen you con eider 

the following: (l)Tho politic~ ''achi 1ery o! tho lol-l. Unit ••t: St.Qtes ie 
aln~et entirely staol<ed auainst anything of tl:ia l<ind; (a) In Puerto 
Rico the total laok ot eoonoo;~1c discipline, tho colollial psycholo~y, 
and the lack of experience with coopers tive principle a, roake almost 
.!!!:£kind of real coopeutivee 1••poseible; (3) A prodteere' cooperative 
ra-1ntin i tely more difficult to bring to auuceee than a coneumere' 

g~~~~!!~:8ir~:l ~~til ~:\d3irl~~trrntiAr~g tSdoiglA~i;elxdva;ied 
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mana~e u producers' cooperative. 

C-A. I.Il AOCI-•Il•e 

·~~\l·ll'""-<).111" ooa·• t'OIIOO: 

But the job i s done in amazin~ly short time . ',\'hile I am out of 1t 
entirely, I still ewell with prid$ when I visit the cooperative 's 
New York office and see how '"Y baby has come a l0111; . Tl.ey have a beauti­
ful off ice, beautiful things to show, a good designer, a good sales­
staff, the whole thing with a profess1c nal air t hat is hel pins to 
put it over. Tt.ey have a ~l**~ cuttin10-roo«> the r e , and a lot of 
women ironing and packing the del ivered goode. 

It' e grand, and a 1aarvellous story. I want to write up t~. a t story 
one of these days because i t is really an i mportan t one , - importe.t~t t o 
tt.e whole psychology of the Puerto Rican workers anc the Puerto Rican 
indue t rial1ets, who are l ooking up now and l eat·ning le ssons in h.ow 
to combat t he i r present sweatshop etatua, maintained i n part by 
the New York jobbers and in part by their own point of view, - the colo­
nial pa~chology. 



Aagud :u. 1938 

Den1' Rub)r a 

I 1\UYO had t "-<l l&t t~t·<'a 1'1'011 

Hanry Goddsrd Lftaob. who aee11e to be 

r11 t~r des!)er!ltot a81lroh 1ng t or a 

p~ragon ot 1ntell\~enoe \na Ylrtue . 

l don't t h1nk t l•at you o.1uld 

turn 1nto the penunent peraon theJ' 

..:ant. but I won481'e4 1f you would 

lUte to ao all4 ••e n111 and un4111'take 

\he oupalsn pa-t of u, or wnul4 t h d 

llako 1 t l~~poallble for you t o Ca1'\7 on 

your n~~wapaper '801'k7 I enclose both 

ot hill le tte1'1. 

ltfeotlonstP.l y J'nura. 

Uus Ruby A. Bl ack 
21lt Pri nce St. 
Al~xnndrta VR 

• 
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211~ Pri nce Street , 
Alexandria, Virginia~ 
September 6, 1938 . 

Dear Mrs. Roose velt: 

I am inclosing some materi al on thefPu~~~Q_ 
Rican Needl ework cooperatiYe which may interest you. 

About n year ago some of the peopl e connected 
with the Co opera ti YO asked me if I thought you woul d be 
willi ng to visi t the New York office at some time and in 
such e. way as to give a l ittle publicity to the coopera­
tive and its products , and perhaps t o mention it i n your 
column. Until now they haye felt thAt the cooperative 
had not progressed far enough' for such publicity to be 
of lasting value, inasmuch as it was not organized to 
suppl y a large market. Apparently they now feel that 
i t i s ready. 

I suppose that the7 would like to hAve news­
paper reporters and photographers present if you decide 
to visi t the l~dison Avenue office . I was not told whom 
you would talk wi-th there. · 

I f you should decide to go and should find it 
convenient to let me know i n advance, I could tip oft 
the United Press and other fri ends there, 

I see tba t you nre to have the liYA with you 
again. I wish th&t those ot us who were there for the 
NYA conference lust year coul d be &long, but i t is not 
poss i b l e t or me at l east. We got baclc frOJD our wacation 
late last night feeling much better but I found a lot 
to do . 

Could Tommy write me some idea of when you a re 
coming to W.ehington agai n and of any plans for the next 
f ew weeks which you would care to ma ke public ao tha t I 
could write a story on sa t urday tor the Uni ted Press? 
During wha t peri od will you be on lecture tour? Do you 
know the. area in which you will apeak? 
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Mrs . Roosevelt -- 2 

Mey craig and I mailed you a silly l1 ttl e 
present from BethAny oeach where we both bad a grand 
time as did Herb and Jane . 

Yours w1 tb love , 



\./ 
'\, 

2lli Prince St. , 
Alexandria , Ve,~ 
Sept. 141 1938. 

Deer Mrs. Roosevelt and TommieJ 

Both of your letters oame ·todey, end I am grate­
ful to you for taking time when you ere eo busy, so 
mental l y occupied, end so far from home. 

AbOUt the birthday party: I asked last Winter 
end again last Spring to be allowed to give the party 
this year . I can 1 t afford to give e party at a grand 
tea room, ee Wartbe does, but I'd like to give the 
party at~ house , with the a i d of Uartha 1 s end Bese 1s 
ingenuity in planning surprises. or course, i f plena 
have been agreed to, I won't be eelfiah. But I'd 
love to have the party, and I ' m sure it ' s my turn. 

Everybody here is eo happy about Jimmy ' s coming 
on so well , It must be gratifying to him and Bef8 end 
his parents to know how greatly he commands the affec­
tion and admiration of those with whom he heo come in 
contact since he he s been in Weehington, 

I he d a charming letter from L!r. Leach, in res­
ponse to~ inquiry about the job, but he ' s still on t a 
the fence , although he started out by eeying he wee 
tempted to wire 1 PLEASE CC!.!E AT ONCE FOR FIVE WEEKS ZU 
TRIAL AT ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS A WEEK , 1 I have written 
him that he hee company on the renee , aa I em not sure 
it would be poseible for me to be away from Washington 
during the period in which he would want me to work 
tor lim. 

When I see you I want to warn you of en effort 
wnioh I believe w11i be made in Green Bay, Wis., when 
you lecture there, to make i t appear that you are tavo~ 
ing a candidate for Congress , without your knowledge. 

There have been some strange goings-on about 
Herb ' s proepective WPA job, together with some other 
j oba 1n the governme.nt which others augg_eated be offered 
to him but he expected to Jtnow definitely today. 

;odey h X Rubys "~::::.tor you b~ . 
Love, , ( 



8eptember 20, 1938 

~~ rJJ. l<o :> aevP.l t r o'• i vcd your 
letter t h1e morn1~d RS"Y<l 1.ne to se.y 
thAt ehe ., Ill ~ee7llr. l·'\1."•· F'ctrb•nlt _ 
.,h .,n Hhe 111 in wr, p·tn-ngton neTt wP.Pl< . 
w,. ••il l. t"'lephone :vou whe n ,•r: 'l:Ct there. 

Atfflot1ona tely, 

!A18a Ruby Black 
?11: !'r1 ncP. Street 
Al<'xr;nclrta 
Vtrgn11t 

/() u 
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211! Prince St •• 
Alexandria , Va. , 
Sept . 18, 1938, 

Dear Mrs. Rooaevelts 

Since e arly t his yea•, M1lee Fairbank,· 

regional adminiotbator of the Puerto Rico Roccnetruction 

·Administrat i on, has tal\<114 with lne two or throe time e obout 

wanting to talk with you about the PRRJI , 

Aa far oa I can tell from hio .tow tlllka with 

me, h o doeo not want to oak you to do onyt~in& • He wqnte , 

h e tei.la me -- and I believo him -- to tell you whot hoe been 
(end w}\y) 

done, i n what rea~ta it ia failing/to carry out the program 

approved by the administration ond not chonsed by any official 

t c tion, and what he is proposing 1n legielntion . I hovo not 

aeon the legislative program (whioh doea not propos e a change 

in policy) whi oh he 1o prepari ng to ~eaent formally , after 

AD informal talk with Secretary lckea , who o{lpr oved h i a 

1nformai presentation , I understand. !).r ll-~~,1.... ~-t. """--', 
(').A.___~~ . 

· I - 14r', Fairbank does not w1eh to oek you formally 

and thDougll. "ohannele" tor an oppo1nt1!18nt, but would like to 

talk with you, It you core to apen• some moro time thin.1ng 

about our b e loved and a&d_ialand , you can reech htm at the 

Jl. 
Puerto Rico R conatrdction Administration , Int erior Depart,ent, 

or the De Pont Circle Apartmante,(J!~~201) <1ur1na tho 

ttma you will ba h e r a in lote September. He hea to hove on 

operation in late Septemb er or early October , but will b a hera 

il6f'1ng :rour September time hero, "'th 1 ~ 

~ f1'4"-~ L. .._ ~ ._., f« .. :e~. ;3;. 

' 
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Ootober s, 1938 

c..., 11M r llU brs c./" 

l baYe wr1Ueo to na Filer 
• boat tile bl1o4 aao ao4 ble dos ao4 4o 
bope .... , blos oao be 4ooe 1D tbe !l&tter. 

llluu' t lt1111ke r~ ,,..,..1tt1Dg IQ' 
bll'tbda7 PN .. ot. I • e o glad y~ do 
tble ratber tbao 111Ye eCIIetbl cg to ~. 

lllea Ruby Black 
2llt Prlnoo Street 
Alexandria, VIrginia 

/UU 

DO 



Dear Ura . Roosevelt: 

211~ Prince St. 1 

AlexMdria, Va . , 
sept. 28, 1938. 

IJy doctor in Alexandria is all worked up over the 
rule which ~on 1 t premit the blind newsstand-man in the 
Alexandria to take his Seeing Eye dog with hlm into the 
building. He asked me to take it up with you. I did not .ata 
think it proper to bring it up in press contcrence -- "inter­
ference with government dspartmeMs" -- So, t he letter, al­
though I bad hoped to avoid bothering you with i t by talk-
ing personally with Jim Farley yesterday, But Jim wasn't hera 

This is the situation: This blind man seeos to be 
e tine eort, works bard, is pleasant, noesn 't feel sorry for 
himself . A men who frequently goeo to the ~at office got 
interes ted in hi m, asked hie if he would like a Seeing Eye 
dog, bought one, for 9400, I bel i eve, and paid t he expenses ~ 
ot sending the mAn to tho New Jersey place where they train 
man and dog together . When they ~ot back, they round the 
rule against dogs in government buildings, The major poi nt 
is tho t t he dog and man must be toget her all the time, or 
the dog loses b1a ability and tra.ining. In other words, 
the dog couldn't bring him to work, go home, and come back 
tor him, tor thus he would soon lose hie usefulness. 

I suppose that Jim, if he wanted to, could issue 
a ruling exempting Seeing Eye doge trom the regular rule. 
Or t ho President could iaaue an executive order to that etfeo~ 

. The people here who are interested have bean unable 

~~t~~i~i; !~ ~~~e~etio~~~mb~tr~~Yth~h~~e:!~~nt
1~~!st~~c~0to 

Hyde Park, Jim ie likely to be away, too, I'm afraid. 

Enclosed is a carbon copy of m,y tetter transmitting 
your birthday present . Happy birthday, and many more l 

I 
I ' m looking torward to Uarthat e partyl but I do 

think I should be allowed to have a party a011111 1me, 

Yours with love, 



.ue,.ndrin Va . sap• 2e, h:se. 
8ra. c~rmen R. de Alv&rado• 
Aeooia .lon prt &Llud ~~ternal e Intnnt~ de Pacrto Ri co, 81lb1d~< I;>lts1a l/o , :s, i'ar61ia UJ zs. 
San ~uroe, P~o~erto Rlco , 

01.1c mutual irlond 1s l.:n i .. d" blrthday IISI.i n i n nbo~t t wo w~eke. &o oece 1~ e. cJ.eok fc. 1• 1.ue .hoo1.ac1on ror llti a a m:l bir·U.dt J pre ~d."lt to her . 

'Jh•l ha e t ne 1 nfon~E.l op1aion ot t il e Dep~rtr.er. !. of Juatioe , .,J.ven ~0 u. ;: .... ttCl'ney C ~ oll fjn,yder , cion~ LO yo~t' workl nave yOW' • lavyere .found any " "Y t v rt. t..:cK .I. L!· leg~<lltyt Aa fJc,"" r • .C~ .m t•rad t •.EI ls.-. to me . co•tOrl<l<; t ile l.ll c~rlct. of C4. lw.•bl.n 6nd t.:.e 1.errit.ot•1ee aDd leland poe•ub~ lona, I eoula ree no ~~Y out, b~t I Knc.n t~at ~\liot.cr ~ thH'tt ~r.: e.or1be oouti'S..;et.;t.1 VU& , iU' C ttl(-ti, .-. t..;t1 Chl d r u.e) etorea till pr euori p t l one (ln the !J l ett•i o~ <>f C.olumbl~, ! ":e .n, vr course, w : i ch i • lncJ.udau in ~n .. sr.ma l o.- t ile depu·tmcnt q~.:~ Lec! t.o Snyder. 
llae bi\Y081' bap~ sn} pr"aaout.1.:>n6, r.s t. .. e !•d.- t 0rk 'ttmea e&i d he pl~~nelt 

Do let ute !mow :1o·r thi ~'"·" aro r: ~ i u,, . 

'J • Pr~ h1 Vl'l·t U\11' 1l£:t' :i. 11 ttle i:ll· ~·,,;~y f'h l'ty fOl' o~r trienu t his t.• '"" Lne .. r.i,,rlt be.>ot·~ bar \;lr·thciAJ. 't'ht! ~l'a e e ol~b i a makbi'. H• muot lng, on h!!r binhnay , b btt·tbday ;J " t'L,:' fot• her. I he11eve - - iuful'l~elly . • t l e 1100d to h.:ve hC t' b~clt i n town, uveo it ahe 11111 b4 r,.way ooot of nea t -:~or.th . • <! :.11F3 '" ·"• 

To a.o b!.cl!. to Snyder ! \'lh t goL h l -u l :1te< e: ~;u i n P.<>e~1ng ti ll & opinion t'roU~ \lu: ilf pcrt.ment o f JueUc et Dl.:~ t .Je llslt1 :oore 8t.tt•olioe atir up Sen. ,dln.-;e t o have hie prouge, 5nyder, :l,O into the mat tert '.lh&'l. '11 th t .. e no rir. tiGVLl.._ SI)Jid o:1 aevoral tear. , ond the leg!Bh.ture baYing paaaed H a a ot sooe time A!;o, nnd tn18 buinS the t.iu Tydings we ' up f or l't~- &ldotlou , w1 tu tllG iJe art y oppoe1t.1on ot the adm1a1ett•at1on, it occucred to ••e tha t t11ere mil'.lit be ••• conr.eoUont or.poo1ally ,u t ue i.l0 ~uvl1u ;aper in llalt.i.IOl'e ll9. o alw&J'• been £o vi nolle on t he eubJ eel ot birth control 1.n Puerto Rico . 
I have had to give up my oftiue, a~ La O~~oorao1~ haG no~ been P~YlnS me r.t all r.inue la• t D8o~~bar •no I could no t pay t.he rent. out ot the r e1t ot my income. I i1ll ~olng ·~ worit 1 t home, • t. t e e United Freae, 1u yreuo gall•r1eo ano preaa t~o••• 

lbme 
ao. in tour t~ture correaponden o•• addreaa. glveD abovet 

will yo~ plea•• ~•• the 

Wit.h bu~ wiebea t or tour wor k and warm pereonal reg&Na• 

~t?--~ 
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.. . . ~£~)~ v~ '\i~~\ I! p:•·..Af ~ I .. ~~~\ 
• I 'Y. l-V ;J' ' (('' , · I) 

L~} r~ ~ , r' .. ~ ~ .~'' , 
..\ 1 ~- ~ \ (t ~ ~ l /'1 : \\-
~ . ~· 4 ! , ( J) 211~ Pr i noe St. 

J..lexo ndr>ia , va • 
Oct . 4 , 19 30. . \.\ \ 1 J,_IY ~\. ~ . ~ 

t •l'- ~ !J '1\ ._,\' \\"r Mrs . Ro aavolt: J '\. 
Afte r a lot of t o - do ing , He r b Litt le was 

\.v' offered 1 and accepted, n j ob a s llYA rng1onnl direc t or f or 
\$"' t he reg ion frOitl '''£•nons i n th rou(lh New Je r sey, i ncluding a ll 

in between, end Wet V1rj3 1n1a , Kentucky, ond , t'I?Parent ly , 
j \t\the Distric t of Columbia , 

V"' Dnspite the roct that he w 111 be away so 
'<' much of the tillle - -wh ich noithe r he n or I pe t•nonnl ly like 

he is l ook\tng forward e e{le rly t o t he job , ss something new 
and chaililenc1ng, in on organiz at ion he has long admired . 

The prese n t p l nns ore tru:. t he beg i ns work 
S"turdoy morn ing , and flOes t he ne x t day (or ma ybe the de y bof wo) 
to Q.uoddy t o see the school l'or supervisors now (~l') !ng on there , 
stopp&ne; on the wny beck to see t ho Nel'l Enelnnd reg i onol director , 

Knowing your intere st in t hw !IYII and your 
'<nowledge of a ll its best end leas t good work, he \'/Ould 
naturally be grate f ul t o you for any in forma tion or nugges t ions 
you might a t any time wi sh t o pr ov ide . 

I al9o ~h ink 1t wi ll bo f i ne f or h i m to ~;et out 
qnd see t he coun try fo r a wh ile, on top of h i s l' CH1rtc en year s 
here. 

I suppose i t will be sorno·::ho t of a wrench to 
ga t out of news work, ofter so'tlontoen yeo1•s of' it, a l l fol' 
the United Press cni! the Bcripps -n wor d NewspFper All1once, 

~ 

hle•m·.'hile, I h a ve obt ained , on e t rial bs•1s, 
the .I ob of Vlashtncton corr espondent for t he Buffolo Tine$ , wh ich 
is now out of Scr1ppo-H

0
w&rd hands and is s t r ong ly Now Dea l end 

pro-labor . It ought to be l'un to be oble to write for- o pcper 
like thnt , after all these yeere of wo1•k1n3 for con9orvnt i ve 
R0 pub l icsn newspapers, I j ust sta r t ed today . 

W0 ore look i n(l !'Or\'/Grd t O See 1ng you B(IBi n, 

Vii t h 
mu~ 



lull ,OIIIIHC.C . ,. ... _,. 

A~OMA.\IA.. 

R U B Y A . B L A CK )/ ~· 
N t!.'W S BUREAU t" . ,\ 

\~' v 

,. 

I . ,, 
10:10. 

Do~r Lrs . 
I I 

I hnve a coopted n tennorr ry Job os co-c~~tor or a 

book on Wo.shin3 ton , eons1st1n!,'; or :"lon~, plcttll' EHI l, ntJ l c sf! l..oxt , t:.a 

ocrt o1· a sor1Ao OJ' baoka c f•lloc1 "'l'ho P~ce of J.l.u'tl'tcA ." 

'•'he book vtlll shO!r , fo r exo"1plo , ~ \.oahin;ston hu1ld -

1ng housinc; o uovernr.1on t cc;ency , ond then sh011 :> loturos tnkon 

throuchout ~ho courrtr y showinl; wha t lo <l ane ln th• L bu ild ing "hlch 

af1'o cta the '1/ 0 l'lcor Jn S1 .n l<'r nnc.l.aco or l.}"'o f · t· lllfH• in io\,·8 . 

It 1s to be pro-Uet1 -Deel , bu t .Jon ' t Uo o;Jvl ous ppopu u• f" f"ls . 

The editor, &!win Hoaolmo, hro o lrenrly ert•nn,·ed "lth nony LOVEtl'n ­

mont or.onc leo for p1c ttn•os t n 'bo t1sed , t n rdtll Llo· • to thn,o llhlr.!t 

he , o h1.;h ly utcill ed photocrroJ)h<ll' , 1'1Pl'ou . 

In the ontire serl'ls , ~<>r'O nrorni nont :.c,.son who knows 

the clty or a tvte concerned 1o t <> ""'! t o on lntr<l<l\lctlu:• tn e~>ch 

book. llr. no83korr. on<l the puhllohers nrll very oc.Let• en IU'vs you 

wr1to the introdu c t i on to tho ,, ~o!-!1ncton hook , onu I think they 

br a rtl)l t beonuse of your kn owlod{!e of W~uhi!o._Lon ord •.the t lt 

1!003 £2!. ond ~ th11 country. 

Could you sea ~.r . llosskom, ' ·'' " . lloookr.m (hls sssilll:snt) , 

end mo s o,.et1n•e nox l wook to tol~ ovo r dotoila , l ook r t the <l u:nu;r , 

cl1BCUS3 tho Ylholo p lon, 1nclud l11(> ;j;orr.1s , und 1;ot l.)';&t<'V!I J' osoursucoo 

you wou l d nood t,.,n: the contonLs or t ho book "ould no> t indlude any­

tl-tnt; eobarroeo lnG to youz of!o tho r dnln istro&1nnt Lr . &nd J..rs . 

Rosskam hnvo to GO to Son Fj:enolsco s o.,otlme no~t " eel< to nop out 

the San P encloco !>ook . You wou lc1 nr>t , hnwev"'' • need tn dell.vor 

the lnt r oauo t1on befo••e l·'6b t•ull1'y, es the St•n l"l:OilCls co uook 1• 

to come ou t t1r•st , ullt tho Vln•h1nt;ton bnok n \1st bo llefln1te l y plllnued 

rluring the lloaskomU present tr ip trere . 

1'hsre I a 'lnc oor•o ~h tng wo "ould llko you•• a 1d ln 

ol.lto1n1n£l , t• lthau{\h tho l'O(l1.1ILR t tht t you do t he 1nt1•oduot1on is ln 

no v.o.y contin<Jen t upon l'hethtJr this ro.,uoot. 1a 1;r ~n tcd . If 1t' 1n 

possible , we vou l d llke very much to c~t a one TH'IW interior viawo 

or t l:e rlhite House , >~ithout nny p<>r;wne In Lhem, oe no n loLures 

h~ ve been nnde of t ho • to to r oons s1noo tho Toft ten !n Ia t1•r t l on . 

If ouch por•mtoo1on 18 ob te1nod , !'rom vlhoover la or1powerod to c t vo 

It , the publ1ohor snd tl1o e<litoro vtould show evo1•y p l cttu•o to the 

poraon 1n outhor 1ty, would uao none not# r uprove<.l , \'fa,~ lt1 c,;.Jo rt.nteo 

th•t th~y Are u'sed t or nn othor purpose th~n thic book, nnd would 

t urn over tho nega tlvos to •J e ''O l'H On des ten" totl for pr eaorvu tion 

or doat1•uot1on , • f&er tho &pJ1roved p ictures ~rn printed , 

'I'hla let tet• ne••cl:r Gkfltchoo the ul~<n , ond na \ce for 

tn &ppoi ntnent for L.r . ont\ io.re . ICoaslcam &nd rne e"'J'ly next wook 1n 

cno you tlt1nl: 1t ttl cht uo CU93!blo I'Ol' you to ~·1te the introduction . 
Y~ure de votedly, ~ 

• 
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·-· CI.Aa C# SlaVIC& WESTERN l iONS ·-
T'ldt b • fulkaee Ol.·O.~"-

Te:Sqnaa « C.WC.. ~-..._ ~,.. uNa. lq do-

UNION 
M.-~t... 

tttd dwncuT b '"" 
LC-~c:.u. d.ar:.d br a tl.dublc 

.r;n above or Pf~ J4.T•C.W.~~ ..... ,~NdteM. 
"- • ••n• o.ow_ ... C-AOM.,.OIO l. o.w-,,.~~,..-., , ot 

.... ..._... .... ,_,.. -.................. .. .. ..,. .,,u,. ... - ... , . TMIJiaa: 0.. u o3Mnna I \lot .;of U.. • fd<HoM ..._,_ .a.d 0., '*'""&ad u..u-~,...... a\..UU.- ........ • ..U-...Ieln'AHDA.tt.Ol'l.\ol& 

~elved at 113 ChenY St., S..ttle, Woah. •.:-~~., ,c,~ NllV ? oy 1 1 4 ') 
MA365 96/ 100 NL=I'IASH I NGTOtl DC 2 p;. I 

MRS FRANKL! N D ROOSEVE-1.1" / • • 

CARE MRS JOHN BOETT I GER SE ATT LE POST I NTE LLI GENCER 

SEATTLE WASH= 

REF ERR II~G TO MY NOTE OF f.IOIIDAY !.lAY \'/C. SAY I :1 BOOI(SELLERS 

DUM~IY OF WASH I NGTOil BOOK" I II IROD \JCII or, UY E LE AI. OR ROOSEVE U 11 

DUMMY TO BE SHOI'III TO BOOI<STORES, !.lUST BE A i PUDL I SUERS DY 

DEC . 14 . IF YOU CAN DO IIITRODUCT ION BY THA ) TI ME , 1'/E CAl! 

I NC LUDE IT I N DUMMY · MEANWH ILE WE Cfl tl SHOV! YOU F I RSi PR I NT 

OF DUMMY. I AM CHECK I NG ALL COPY . I F YOU ST ILL CARE TO 

WR I TE LE TTER OF INTRODUCTION FOR EDWI II ROSSKAM TO MRS . 

DENMAN , PLEASE SEND I T TO hlE , AS HE PROBABLY . CAN USE HER 

11\0 I AN MATER I A L YIE LL Ill BOnl SAtiF~Af!C I SCO A NO \'lASH I t>.G TOll 

BOOKS . PLE ASE REPLY COLLECT BY WES TERtiUIIIO~. = 

\ RUBY A BLACK ·. • \ 

I I ,.· . ( 



• 'r.w.nl< ;,roo.t ~ 11110h tor r<.f Chrtet<>aa 
pr .. ent . I " • ao hbPP:f you cleoided to do u 
you dl4 oa 1 t IIO:WO a two-tol<l ·•ur•J090 - it 
pleuaua :10 ..nc! lwlp~ i'Uol·to ,llco , 

I hOpo ;ou hU<l u bnpvJ Chrlswcoe 
on<l thot 1 tJ11;, ! a o nt1rolY well ..._..,.tn. 

1.11 >J :lu';• hlt.er 
211~ l'rS r.co :it ro ot 
Aloxur.dr!b , Vlr lnlu 

Atioct1oc:atel.y , 

I 



111M Pftt .. CC aTfii«•T 

......... NDMA.YA. 

RUBY A . BLACK 

NI!:WS BUREAU 

( 

( ' _,\ J I 
. f I. ~ I . .i, 

I > , 
625 ~lbeo Building 

W A SrUHOTON. 0. C 

oeeea ber 20, 193d , 

Dear L\re . noose volt: 

1 am enclosing n c~rbon of my let~er to 
Mrs. "lvr. rado as my Chl•istn1as t;ift to you . 

l!r . Koppell u aked me if i t "ould be n ll 
right for him to send a check for ;,aoo.oo to the same 
.:.asociS. ti on . I told bim to do oo without mentioning 
your nt1n1e , merely saying tllllt i t is sent as n gift on 
behL\ll' of a friend of Rub-y Black who is interested in 
tho causo . I e. a aume tllll t this will reach the .-ssoct n­
u on in t.imo to be a Christn11l.S present from you, int. smucll 
ao yell worlced tor i t . 

\Vi th best wi s hes for a Merry Christmas and a 
hir,hly antisfaotory 1939, I nm , 

Yours with lovo , 
~(. / 

(} ,I ll'f 
I • II 



December 12., 19:58. 

I 

llrs. carmen de Alvnrndo, 
Asooia.c1on Pro Salud ~atcrnAl e Inf~>nt.1l de Puerto Hico, 
Subidli Iglesia tlo. 3 , l'llrtlda 25, 
:3anturce,, P. It. 

Dear CO.nnen: 

I am enclosing ~ check: .for .four dollars as n Chr1stma.e 
present to our .friend. 

I hope that s oon t. l&rger check 1.ill reach you, sent at 
my request by a .wew York pub U eber, also boca use of Lle 
interest or our mutual .friend. · 

I h&ve been busy lately ae co-editor of' a book about 
· aehington tor which Mrs. "'ooeevelt 1 e wri tine the intro­
duction. \':hen it is p•.lbl1shed, probably in !.:arch, I'll 
send you o. copy. Do wri to me news of' yout• o.ct1 vi ties and 
the present lognl situation. Morrie ·...:mat came to see me 
a couple wee!ce ago and }Je felt very confident that the 
oa::e would be won • . 

.s:r With beet wishec to you und , .... the b.~ociatiO • l f or a 
Merry Christmns and a eucoesst'ul 1939, I am, 

• 

Yours s inoer " ly, 

(s1uned) Ruby 1 .• Black 



llece:ober 2J , 193!1 

Dear Rubya 

:Cro. Roooeverl t ask a ••• to th&11k you 

tor ae.u.llug uer tJ1u " ' ·t iclll on ;,~,,~Jag by 

Joh.~ J. llabor. Sbe hlu r;lven titt c. - tt clo 

'ltaa Rnby A. lilack 
2llt Prince Street 
.Uex .. ndrla 
Vlrlinia 0 

• 

I 



111M .. MHCC ITMIIT 
AU:ltAMOMA. VA.. 

RUBY A . BLACK 
NitWS BUAI!AU 

I 
/ 

{ I 
,. 

Deal' J,Jr S . Hoonevelt : 

f;l~ iHhQ~t,\lr.ll 1 dins 
WA$HIHOTOH. O, C 

De col·ober 2:1, l \l :18 , 

At tho requeot of a friend of m1no, I o.m encloo1ng a mugnz1ne which contO.ino an article on houoing . 

~·he O.l'chi t eet, ,John J . Kl&.bor , Bul'l1ngton !lotel , \';o.ohington , o.~kod my friend to try to c:,; t the article to tho att<'nt1on of oor.:eono "nenr" the l>rea1-
dont , 

Yours , as ever , 

-



\ 
Oeur l!uby: li f •' L 

I "'" ~ • .v.fully t:l•·•l t.o ltt:V<' your 
otorl cu. l 1..111 r endln;; then w J.nn~ 11n<l Jolul. 

""-~~Y •hunk s for your u~:<~S><..;c:> to 
th!D .. bout th" b.,by. Ho l't!11lly l » .;rr.nd , " Dd 
... nne la com1 ne ulon;~ very 1.1111. 

I .. 111 be h01110 by wonuny. .'r &&a 
eon f~tronoe ~t. Hlcven /,. M. , HOd thu f>'•rty ln 
thl1 • ftornoon. I loolt t'or•,.tlrcl to thnt p11 rty 
to ·os t oh up on a.l.l my "young l'ri undu" . 

· It wuu nl co to heur l'ro!ll you , r,nd 
I f.lll gl Ad t he grr.yef rui t ·:r rl ved 1ntue t. 

Af fec t I on" toly, 

• 

I ( I 



'.1.ay 19 , BJ1 

Dtl:.r P.ubya 

.. ,., • R;;o:.•·volt wua t a t o ll,'t!t ~ll t.hE e i r l B 
tor.e.htr buf v1 v ollo lut.ve• for th. ~· • ' 'l6:' •·n·J 
a~g.ut-.•i u \n .. c r· In !.110 g ~t.ruen h< c ''" June 7. 

Will you rc:. u1 v ~ :..1:: t nl{')lt ~.;r •. • hil.? 
$)oeth i:~C .li!."J t •lnl tl:l t o chM C<: •Jre . R~:lodvdt 1 a 
'l!..n~, but taho hop~d f •l r u .:t i uterfc: t.;&CO. 

Ili a~ /o:' hy illt•clc 
211 1. ?1·lur.v :; tl't t~ t 
Ah :<<orl<.lr 11. 
Vlrg lni& 

I 
I / 

so 

• 
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RUBY A . BL.ACK 

NEWS BUREAU 025 /.lhee 
:t iiH ~I'INCC: ST .. C:n 

AL.a)CA.NONA, VA. 
&4<tibM~ ~ .. UIIo.OtHCJ 

WA&HINOT'OH. O. C , {_;./ 

I/ 
1-:~y 20, 19311 , 

De Ar Tommj11: 

~A t urclly, nothi:-~c; wo11 ld pleese me 

more thon t o h ove dinner v:i t h ~>rs . Roosevelt 

ond "' · :!.1 the c irls" i n the gar den on June 7 , 

I' ll save the dote , and I hope 

no t hine inter fer es ! 

Tho t ' s the nillht ef t e r t he \'/omen ' s 

N• t ionl' l Pres s Club e l e c tion (June 6 is the 

elecLion) , end i t looks vs i f I e"tl l b e 

Pres i nen t enn fles r will be f!r• t vlce nr esi-

dent , 

Yours sin cere ly, 

a 



• 

.June u , 1939 

Deur !1\lby: 

I tllll .:ellcJ;te.:! thnt you have been olf.etod 
Pres1<1~ct or t Lo 1.'01110018 JIUtiOIUll i'l'CO~ Club 
alld G~d :rou :1)' cont:ra.tulutloJ.:~ uu.i over; t;oo<l 
'N13b. 

I o: . llU,T '/ t !lot I will u?t !><.. u .. u.-:.: tu.~t.lt. 
ll.ll.i c '-r. not bo ti t your p"-t'ty. 

Attoet.lo .a t elY, 

Lliss Ruby A, Black 
211~ Prince St., Alexan<lr1a, Va • 

LICT : m.Js 



lit~ ....... c • • , ......,. 
~DMA,. VA. 

Deer ~ra . Rooaovolt : 

RUBY A . BL.ACK 

NE:WS BUREAU 025 /.lbe& 

WASH1,.0T0N. 0. C: , 

~\'~\~~ 
June 13, 1939. 

I f\M to be lncur;urrted es nrecident o r t h ll ·~<»H'In 1 a 
~;rt1onol l'ross Club ot & ,.11nner on L.0 ndey , June 19, rt the 
Concroas 1onel Country Cl ub . Thinking you mi Ght not hrve 
r~celvo~ your notice , I ~ecldcrt to wri te you to tell you 
nbout It , rnfl to toll you how hepo:; I Y!OUlrt he If you could 
000.0 . 

The dinner l s c t a, ~luh open for sw!nnlng or 
o t he r p l eoorntrleo st G. F..ch clnh Member nr.y brine one 
guest , roA l e or for.Jc l.:D. Reso rvc·tions nr o S\lpposod to be 
l n by l',.ldoy , J uno 16 , but wo 1 ll le t you nnd your cuest: in 
I f you con como et tho l ost mi nu te . 

' ·-

D.r mot t 
we h nvo 

l'le oro hopi ng t o h~ ve F:dd l e r'<Hllr.rd ond lol l<& k.o -

T~~~t~~ ~~:o h~~~=r~~o~1~t~~n m;~1•" ~~= ;a"~~~;~ i~~~ l one . 

I wea certa i n l y proud of my co unt r y end nry Pr e• ldont 
11 nd hla wife over tho wo y the r o yo l vls lt wen t off . It wr s 
boout l f ully dono , ond I kno''' t ho t s lo t of the r.rodlt for Its 
auccoo o be l ongs t o you • . 

I t 1'108 olso o e r ond 1,. s t e veni ng wi th you befoJ•e 
your sunnor PVIOY from us , e l thoueh I " i sh you v. ouldn ' t b e 
gone so lon~; l 

Wo 1 <1 o ll be so hnpp y to ht vo you nex t IJnndc y n i ght , 
t r you con possibl y no!ce it, md mr ybe you hrve en c ft~rthour;ht 
or o s1de l1ijht , too l 

Yours , es ever , 



,July u , 1939 
ll;yde ibrlc , New Tori< 

Door a&by l 

I ban your tetter or .July 7 6!14 
I ehal.l <U~proelllt.e 1t 1r you .. u t oa.eh IV 
checl< and eand your oW!l ellco'< to the 111n1Jiter 
1n Pue~o ll1 eo . I <to !!Ot 'to>!Jlt t..lOI to lal001 1 t 
ceo trill! me. I he YO aQiced tho o ttlce 1n 
~aalllneton to tolo~bDne you b1o addroae. 

I baYe llO 1don 11het!Wr wo w1ll twYe 
a picnic on lAbor Olq or Ql)t. I wlll buYe 
one 1t tile Pr .. 1dent 1e here a nd you will 
laiOw tbat. u qu1okl7 ~at a.e I Will. It 
w ao ba'fe a p1on1o I &ball bo UOl'O tb3n 
dell!lllted to ban JOU end eey or t!>o <rtlull' 
&1rla 1lho C&rfJ. to 4riYI Uj>o 

I Gill qwtully eorry e ::Out the aecldfdlt 
JOU heel and tho bud lucie or havln.; :~our ea1• 

badly amubad. 

~1s o Ruby A. Block 
825 Albee Blde. 
Wash., D.C . 

Attoot1onntely, 

I 11! I • , II , I T : DJ 



IHW .-.... c.a aTf'III.CT 
A\AAANOMA. VA 

Dear »rs . Roosevelt : 

RUBY A. BLACK 

N~S BUREAU 825 Albee 

WAIHIWGTON. Oo 0 . 

July 7 , 1939 . 

I em not quite aura , from your let ter ot June 17, whether you already know enough obout tho work of the Rev• D0111ingo Yillefane, of Puerto Rico, to want the cheek to 
go on to him, or whether you expected me to find out more . 

As aeon as I got your letter, I n1rma1led requestra to two different friends in Puerto Rico, asking them to tel l me about him end his work. One or them haa not answered. 
The other haa written twice , once to ••Y that he 1e "•n Episcopal pariah pr1ost, 1n h1s forties , • ••• , ,tor many :year a 
in the Puerto de Tierra parish church. Since the Epiaeopal Church i n Ssnturoe woa mode a Cothedrol eovorol months ego, I understand that the Rev . Villafane has been o tteched to I \ 

"') 
\ 

the cathedral in acme capacity. Aop@rently he 1a a pioua, aer1oua , hard-working citizen. " The second letter sold that , pursuing the 1nqu1ry further , my friend had round the earlier 1nforastion incorrect, and aaid: ~ 
- 0 thedre], ' "'-. "The R.v . Domingo is not the Pusrtg de Tierra-rltlatao; . V ills fans , but his younger brother . The !f>v, llom1ngo himself \ · 

is a priest -- or curate -- 1n one or the £piscopel churches in an interior to.-n {or in several, as I believe few town a ' have an Ep1acopel prieet ell to themselves) , AU reports of 
the t'am1l;r and its individual .members ere good . They are of ' ' , Spanish ancestry and, I believe, or Span1eh ptlrontege.i ere apparently devoted, hord-worldng ond uaeful o itizena . ~· 

"'"' If th1a, combined with the information you lulve , ia ._ s uff1c1ent, let me know an:! I will oash your check and aend"'--.. my own Check to him, 1f you will aenc! me hie addreaa , Your l e tter d 1d not contein 1t. 

I• did not i ndicate to oitber or my friends the PUrposes of my 1Dqu1ry) I merely aaked about the mall end the work· he d oe a. 

I •1ah ;rou could have been here tor the "reu Club lUDoheon for H.R.H. Pr1nceaa Martha . We ell loved her . 

Here 1e the ol1pp1Dg trom an Italien newapsper about which ~ I atf.lke to you. Roeamond Cole, Who uae d to work tor ~ bare, aent , 1t ~~ ae When abe • • • 1D Rome marrying Ri chard Mowrer, vhicago Dally ~~ ... man who. loluaaol1nl expelled . • 

are 
AN ;rou go ing to hnve a I.C bor 

thinking about driving up , 1f you 

·, 
Da y picnic , toof Some or Ul \ , 
are , en<! 1f we 're invited . 1\' • 

~'~f 
~, 



I 

~J...&j 

ER -• 2 . SP"')~ ·· 
/. ,._!A b ;t \ /J!" )~ J. 

It i a vory not hare, and tho re is much work tor r opor tera , 

"therwlee, sll'a well , except thllt I em enc~aed ln odheaive te.pe , 
with one b roken rib, one rib jerked loose from the c~etilage , 

and Whl t looke l ike s pointing or one of the more unrestrained 
Texaa eunseta on my right thigh. It sll came from e crazy aocident 

in a perking lot. Her~ waa aomewhat banged up , too , ond the cor 

eo badly emaahod that we t h ink it best to trade the wreck in 

on a new one . 

A taxi driver t old me ~eterday th•} ell tho out- or-town 

fares he talks to ore for n third term tar rasid.,nt Rooao'Oelt , 
"except those I pick up ot the Mayflower , • 

Herb had-intended to go up to the Y0uth Congreae -- until 

the accident . 'lie both hsve been very much lnteraated in ;rour 
reports , t he newipeper reports , end Ka len Fuller '• reports on it. 

I 
If you reel t hs t your i nfonnati on 1e complete , let me (. \ 

know where to eend tho check, end it will go oft right ewe;r. ). 

I aaaw:aa ;rou do not want me to ~:~ention ;rour nav.e in connection f r1 c•( 
with 1t, 1naamuoh ~a you did not send the check dir ectly to 111 II 
h~. 

j t . 

v 
Y~ura devotedl;r, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WMHINGTOH 

J ul y 11, 1939 

Thora was a Rev . Dom!nco V UlafAno 
or l'uer ~o Rico who wro~o ro J.:rs . RoooevoH 
abcu.t 1114 church . .'le s ent i t to ::.:eere tOl':f 
Ickes (l!ld I ~hlnk he re~urnod l t ""~ I 
1rog1ne !t is in rna. :t1ll you tako ~ho 
corr&et ncme enU address ort nnd hove ono 
or t ho g irls telephone i t to Ruby Black 
whO 1a nt 825 Albee Buil.:ine , •• as .. ln,.t or.? 

l.: .C.T. 

Rev. Domingo Vi l lafane, 
Bo:r 032l, Puorta do Tierra , P. n. 

I . 



I 
I 

I aa eo 80l'I"J' about yo\IJ' papera 
u4 bope you will 'be a'bla to g at ot)Wra. 

I aa talrl.r w re the Prea14et 
will be ~•ra onr U.bOr 0.7 ud .,. 'ldll 
baY• a aawepeper plonl c . I bopa you u4 
lla7 Crel&, aDII lla:r1.ba u4 lleaa 1t abe can 
p\ aM)', wi ll ooae up. I ou - to 
pG t MYers l ol you up at t be co\\ap • 

.&rtaotlona tal)', 

Mise Ruby A. Black 
News Bu.reau 
625 ,.Ubee Bu1141na 
Waeb1natoo, D. o. 

.. 

;uU 

mlt 
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( ·1 l~: RUBY A . BLACK ( \ 

News BUReAU {<' 82S•~lbNI~ 
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I : I •.C,..XC -· LO~O 
~ ,_ I G •······wt tc / ~

0

-:Y. .v.~ _. f J 0' < 1 I , I' 
·~ I I \) , \ J.f . ,w . ' ).., I 

De r.r Mr s , Roosevelt I . ~ ~ // \~ bii~\·l9~· ~_t ' ·~( 
/ . ~ IJ I I thought yo~w ld like to see tho Rov . 1ll~f8no s 

lo tter of thanks , so here is . I was very gll d to know whe t 
he is do 1ng , 

You end I both had & nswspeper s hot out from unrter ua 
when the Buffa lo Tu.ea coosed publ1cst1on I.>st Sundoy, It woe the 
psper the t po id mo moe t , and the onll one t he t woe any I un to 

, 

I 

work for , since i t weo 100 per cent •le ... Dea l, r nd s i nce I could 
write in s i l:l]>le end v lv i d t erms , end soy what 1 felt . Th•t l~oves 
no D~oocrstic newa popor ln llew York Stc. te , ou tside l•ew Y!lrlc Cl ty , 
1f one concotle s t he t ther& ~ re Del'locrat ic newsp~po l'a in ~ evt Y rk City, 
Aa Jim JJe ad wept Yl lth me , I said , "You've got no poper to support 
you , and I've sot none t o s uppor t me , " It ' s rll outrnceoue . 

So, I bog 1n Pnothor va cat i on with bod news , end with 
the pl'oblem or trying to flnd something to do b y which I osn onl'n 
o living and be or some use . 

. .. 
As soon os Congress adjourns, I shall eo to BithP ny B~sch, 

Dol., where my huobond , my dauchter , 'my moifl , <nd my ooorct~ry a ll'eady 
are -- no t to mention the femily cor, I ah8n 1 t tl'y to think who t 
t o do until I have sane rest , f or I em utterly rrat>.led , whD t with 
oession-<ind , the ~1moe 1 a demlae , a mouth operh tion, the PUtO!nobile 
acc i dent , arxl the household probl.,ms involved •men t ma i tl coes crazy 
and one has to get a new one in a bus y t 1mo , · 

11ay Craig •111 be With u s et Bt thony port or the t 1ne , bless her , 

I hope we may aoo you on Iebol' J?ay , 

Yours with love , and o loo love to Tomntie , 

I 

' 
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