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RUBY A. BLACK
225 KELLOGSG BUILDING
WASHINGTOM, D, €.

TELEFHONE

DISTRICT 7038 ﬁ MNEWS BuREAU

June 17, 1933,

Dear Mrs, Rooseveltt

Y thought you would enjoy seekling your corments, your
clothes, and your conveyance compared with those of Martha
W,shington, by one who ought to know, in the oldest dally
paper in the Unlted States,

We are missing you here,

Find out all you osn about Maine, and tell me
about 1t, snd do let me tell you some of the things that have
happened in banking, in industry, in newspaper control, and
in political control there in recent years, It 1s a fasclnating
and horrifying story, Besides, there 1s danger that the present
Demooratic leaders there will do no better than the Republlcans
heve done all these years in which they sold the state to a \
few, who wrecked it,

T
" \




i r ;

3, 1733,

THE ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINL

all of

] Al
evival

resls

M-

nnd

Wire

ec-

isa

',

-

L i B =

FIRST LADY
VIEWS RELICS

~ AT GADSBY'S

Brief History of Collection -Is
Given by Mrs. Mark Hen-
derson, Owner
LADIES OF SENATE HERE

Entertained at Tea at Home of
Mrs. Henry Wilder Keyes
"on North Alfred St.

By F. A. LONG

i
;;§§EE§%§;;

o | Alfred Btreet. “The hostess recelved

In & gorn of blue lace ~with' lace
jncket to match.

Refreshments were served both In
the house and on the rear lawn
where trees, ahrubs and old-fashioned
flowers made a charming ' out-of-doars
setiing. i 4

L -
* Tha funcltion st the beautlful home
brought to & closs an eventiul after-
noon, and one long to be remems
bered In the annals of local histary.

Fuesta

lina; Mrs. Hamilton P, Kean, of New
Jersey: Mrm, Cuy P. Ooff, of West
Virginia: Mrs, David A, Reed and
Mre., Jaumes Davis, with daughters,
Jame and Jean, of Pennaylvania; Mrs,
Pat Harrlson, of Misslsslppi; M. A
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August 3, 1833

Dear Ruby:

08 course, I was enormously pleased by
your plece and so was the President.

I an glad you miss me und I am coming

cown the day before the President gets there
so we may -have a press conference before I
go to white Top.

I wish you were up here though the heat

is worse, 1 think, than in iashington.
Emma Bugbee was here for two or turee days
and 1s now gone but expects to return the
end of the week.

There is nothin; to report about as I am
not cdoin; anythin, of interest until next
Monday when I go to Caxp Tera and to a
number of the other camps as well,

The numbers of people, however, that we
have with us conltnntiy, make 1ife bu X
matter where we are but Tommy and I ars’

getiing some work done,.

Affectionutely

Miss Ruby A. Black
824 National Press Bld.
Washington, I. C.
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211% Prince St.,
Mexandria, Va,.,
July 31, 1933.

Dear Mrs, Rooseveltb:

g.turday night when we got home, we found the jar of wild strawe=
bgrry‘ jgm I‘IL:ISm Searsport, and 1% has made the usually dull, 1if
nourishing, first meal of the day docidedly interesting yesterday
and todsye I haven't trled it on Cornella Jene yet, since she 1s
guch a conservatlve.

I thought perhsps you would be interested in "Puddler J im" Davis's
gctions during lilss, Perkina's testimony on steels I wish I could
have seen inside his hoart and brain, if any, during lilss Ferkins's
magniflcent presontation, "The panpie's friend and whose life 1is an
open booR", as Bargeron plecturesquely and ungrammmtlcally calls himl

I hope 1t 1s not as hot there as 1t is hore, but the boya are writing
of terrific heat along the Hudson.

"het I meant to say in the second paragraph 1s that I am sending you
herowitB a copy of the story I sent my papers, not becgause I think
it 1= such a—grand story lut hecause thuughf; you would eppreclate
he former o_cretary of Lsbor s reactions to the present Sgerotary of
ebor . Just ghrow the copy awny when you are through witﬁ it.

The pdliceman in front of your front door told me today the time
passes much less reopldly.

The press can hnrdlg say the time passcs less rapidly because of your
abasence, for 7 and & pe.m, continue to srrive with the work not nearly
done, but st sny rate londay 1s less Interesting for a lot of us,

This leftter does not require an answer, I do not want Lo odd to your
burdens, I just wanted to thank you for the grand strawherry Jam and
to tell you ebout Puddler Jim's folded arms and Robert P, Lamont's
tremors end sweats during Mlse Perkins's relentless unmahking.

Wilth my best wishes to you for a vacation, I am

Yours sincerely, M
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TASTII™TH = "Poddler Jia" Dgvis, the Velstrmn who worked
his way up Pom A sbteel worker at the age of 1l to the pomt of foaretary
;?hh-rnu-.u-urﬂmmunm-m.m-m
hane in Weshinsbton's most fashionnble street, sat with his arrw folded
while the longest applanuee ever civen in & H.N4As hearing went to
Rgeretary of lubor Frances “orikina’s ples for iwproved conditions for
stesl worters ,

Junos J, Dgvis, after Leing Bearetery of Labor under Beesidonts
Nerding, “oolifge end Toover, then went to ‘he United Htates /ynnte end
is now engopged In fighting 111 health and an indictment on chargss of
operating 8 lottery through his ',,o80 cormeotionsys !l st in the fromd
row during the hesrings on the steel code, Ne hemrd & pleg for abolitiom
of the T«day woek in the steel mills, for time off for hmch wo the
steel mill worlers con # "eat the reather rsager ombents of their lunth
boxes im pesce, in quist, end in cleenliness,” for higher wages thwm (1w
£16 a week proposed in the eods, for a work day of net mawe tham O
hours, for 58 or 850 hours a weslkk instesd of 40, for re-amspligemnt of
150,000 stesl woriorrs mbrbiltfessscssscessies for shosl rill s gesent
to spply the saw ingeruity they used AN in elimimating industrial Maserds '
snd solving business and ;roductien probless 0 celving the problam of
mymwmm—mwmmm

PR——



stoel hearin es--8

Trenendous and prolSnsed applsuse followed the fluemt,
lueid, foroeful, well=documented presentation by the first woman ,
Cpbinet member, who had just returned for a visit to the steel milln,
Put the farmer steel worler and secretary of labor 414 not join it
it, MNeithor A14 tw stecl msnagement leaders present,

Another formey Cabinet member was invelved, toe., Former
searotary of Correrce Robert Patteraon luntpn-ﬂmm cass for
the Amwricon Iron end Stesl Institute, of which he is president,

Fis read haltingly from his prepared explamation, oftem misreading words
in ways thet ontirely changed the reaning, sormbimes going back to
eorrect himsolf, sometimes note, Ceoretary Pericine skipped through

her prepared speech, ontirely rearranging its arder, but never halted.
Ber voloe oould be hword throughout the big suiivorium, Sltm,
precise-18clrin; tamont's oould searcely be heard at the press tables
just underneath,

Perhaps £t was solely ‘the heat, whidh was soorahing, that -
osused Tamont to nmop his bald heed with its rim of damp, mouse=colored
hair, all during Secretary ‘oritins's presentation of the ease for the
vorksrs, Dut the mm brow and
the slightly graying brom hair of the Secretary of ‘wbow remained
unmolstened oo whe tallwed, slthough she wore black silk, with long
slesves, 0Ohe had on another new bleck strew hat, and it 18 not a
gridorne. It has a narrow brim turned on st the right side.

The steol industry was "on the spot,” snd kmew 18, put there
by & womm, Fo uﬂaplﬁ for woriers hed ever been made by & secretary
of labows | '




stesl hearin a3

T leaders had ak eady had to withdrew thelr treammed
"open shop" uroviasfon of the oode they roposed beosuse Adninistretor
Bugh 8, Jolmson, (eneral Counsel Donald Ne Richberg, and Sgoretary
Perking would atand for no modifioation or qualifisation of the statute

Using her favordty unology, Becretary ‘eriins reocounbed the
fine work of tie steel industry in eliminating mooidents ond diseases,
and told ﬁm, in effect, they ocould clininate insecurity end low live
ing standards if they used their brains,

Ohn mm:um-mmaapumnagyurmt,mm
one day 7T, on1 plead for one day of rest in seven.

“ointing out that evrry aingle wage rate in the 81 proposed
distriota im lower than the averape of tne enfrance rates for 1029,
she said, "This 1s not inereasing purchasing powsr. It is rerely the
polisy of sharing the work and dividing wages, which, tiyough helpful
in preventin: Aletress, was not able to insrease w and stimme
late revival prior to enactment of the Recovery Aete"

She praised the industry for rroposing to abolish the sys=
tom of spying on o emother's trede seerets, == "business esplanage”,
she oalled it == and proposed that it slse elixinade "labor empmbes
esplonage," The ut-il infustry 411 not want tat brought wp, Just as
the textile infustry d1d not went the "stretoheout systes” brought .

thmuwwmmm. The groate
expert on "basing pointa”™ s to be brought into the sbeel hesring. An
sapert on lobor espionage will tell all about that,

Oene Jolmson calls the !,).A, & GolAfish and the hiddem
derk mh’;:ﬂ?ma brought with nll the elarity the tright

leal ' im around in the wrimm in the bassment of the cormerol
e e




August 26, 1933

Dear Ruby:

wany thanks for your letter.
If you are up in this vieinity be sure
to let me know. I will :=ee your part
of the press at any time. Ve are
having a sicnie for all the newspaper
fraternlty kLio.day uight at 6 o'clock,
and if tiie weather, which has been per-
fectly excoriable, will allow you, do
come and bring your family with you.

On the 31st we will all be leaving,
8o please come before that.

Affectionately,

Miss Ruby Black
Rm. 8

National Press Building
Washington DC

e
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Degember 7, 1933.
Dear lrs, Roozevelt}

I thought the sttached note from one of my edltors
would interest you.

With my collaboration, a reporter who has bean work-
ing for me wrote & series of six articles mbout the Tugwell bill
and sent 1t to sll my paspers, I have seen none of the artlcles
printed so far in any of the eight papers, but this is the only
reply I have hed. ;

Some time ago I asked you 1f Fou could come some
evening thls winter to a meeting of the “atlonal Capltal Chap ter
of Theta Sigma  Phi, natlonal honorary and professional fyaternlty
for women in journalism. Ve usually meet at some member s home
every third Tuesdsy nighty but 1f you can find a time to come,

we will meet any night of the week, any weeks I hoped you could
come to a meeting at my house, I wish 1t &ould be when Hick 1s

in town, so she could come too, I'd like “ommi& to come with you,
also. -

Maybe you cen find some evening during Lent. Any
time you say will sult me end the rest of Lhe girls. Among the
members here sre (eno, Ruth Finney, Josephine Hemphill of the
Agrioulture Dapnrtmun£ information service, who 1s now coming to
your conferences, Flora Orr, Merthas Dalrymple, snd a lot of
othersa,.

I shall never forget, of course, the §rnnd time I
had st Yerm Springs, end going end coming, end I'1l probably be
telling my granduhiidran about 1t sometime.

Yours devotedly,

M@.M

DRy,




Articls Ho, 1

Doar RUDy: I rather sLaT<Ct Cubsing
Houiu e Tde Iirst pructical <lleot
on %1e Gloce=lezstio. We TLID L4Sun
#3 Tralel TC b 4% SUlse-Ves Tallier
Hs're nct
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=han faving 1% alotitad %O
using tiils serlcs. Meldinlls

EDITOR'S RO"E:t The fellowing ia the first of a series
of artioles explaining the proposed new

Food and
abuses repo

Act and explaining the

by the Department of

Agriculture under the present laws,



RUBY A. BLACK 4

I H
T B L DA, W DK AT Jéie
A

e “0

824 National Preas Bldg.

TELEPHONE
DISTRICT 7039 0 y NEWS Bumgau

February 3, 1934,
Desr lra, Roosevelt:

I hope that you can find time during Lent to come to
my houae to a meeting of the National Capital Alumna Chepter of
Theta Sigma Phi, about which I spoke to you some time ago, I
think Beas ia the only one of the"bunch"ypu know who does not
belong, and I'1ll ask her to come alonz, “here will be some you
do not know who would like very much to know you,

If Hiek should be here, I'd like her to come, too, and
Tormle .

Any night, any week, will be fine with all of ua,

I 8till hope that you will be able to be at our netional
conventlon in Indianepolis any time during June 21-23 ineclusive,
The members are terribly anxious to lnow you, and I think knowing

ou would make better newspaper women and moegazine writers of all
of them, I enclose a list of the actlve and alumna chapters so
you wlll know how well the country wlll be represented,

I keep hearing thet you are goling to Puerto Hico soon,
I nhope 1t 1s true, and that you end the Unlted Press will let me
go with you., The United Preas seems more than willing, at the
moment,

Governor Winship's lnaugural address secrmed to me s model
of tact, diplomacy, end subtlety, with some points, other than thesea,
which mede me cheer loudly, And the appointment of Ur, Padin == the
reappointment, I mean =- as commissioner of education completes the
repudlation of lir. Gore and the restoration of eanity.

Yours with love,
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STA SIGMA PHI

National Honorary and Professional Fraternity for Women in Journalism
FOUNDED APRIL 8, 1808, AT THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

Founders:
OLIVE MAUERMAN,

mmwm,mm,mmnm MACTOUGALL

HELEN GRAVES HUNTER and mene

DAVIS, RACHEL MAREMALL TERARELL,
BOMMERYILLE DURIAM

Objects: (1) Uniting in the bonds
college-trained women either

themselves in journaliam,
professionals,

either as

Pregident—Glodys Whitley Henderson, 403 W,

Apt. C, Austin, Texas
Vice-President.

Secretary — Dorothea Lohofl
KEansas City, Mo,

engaging or purposing to
engage in the profession of journalism.
(2) Conferring honor upon women who distinguish

—MAmanda A. Thomas, Warden's Hesl-
dence, Ohio State Penitentiary, Columbus, Ohio

Register Adviser—Kathryn tﬁh.ntb.ick. Roo

aof good fellowship

undergraduates or

NATIONAL OFFICERS

(3) Accomplishing definite achievemenis asz an
organization in the fleld of letters calculnted to raise
the standard of journalism,
conditions for women of the
the individual to greater effort,

ta improve the working
profession, and to inspire

—Preamble {5 the Constilution.

13th,  Treasurer—Georging MacDougall Davis, 2308 W, Pa-

cific, Spokans, Wash. -

Editor of Tue Mamax—Neomi Buck, 222 St, Louis
Street, Edwardsville, I1L

Schlegel, 1612 E. Bth St, Organizer—Caralee Strock Stanard, 488 East Big

Bend Road, Webster Groves, Mo,

m A0, 1020 MeGee St, Kansas City, Mo,

Maraoc Table Committee, Harriett Daily Collins, Chairman, 2320 Tremont Road, Columbus, Ohio

ACTIVE CHAFTIR SECRETARIES

ALPHA—(Uslverslty of W Thipsbetk  Bluses
s, G081 Seviil N Tt o

BETA—{Unlretaley &l =My
Cladbousne Wall, Maclsan, Wis

CAMMA—{Ualrerslty of Bl | ) Bl 124 Butis, §10
Ralll, CENEEE, Mo

Bharldag,

BELTA—(Usirarsley of [ndlsns }—Obeadacs Eetehim,
e TaWT [T ¥

EFMLON—(Uslversity ol Kanws)—femsmine  Joiksen,

P01 M Lawreace, Kan,

ZETA— [ Undvaruley ol —MNell Dresssn, §i8
e

Cellegt,

ETh= {0k — ¥ Entinger, &4 Fii-
Py iy g

THETA—{Unlraralty of Oreges}—Euher Mapdes, Alpha
oy B

Iﬂ'l'i—:illlll Uslreralir b—Frasers  Johesos, 1364
EAFPA=—(Unlversley  of  Momiane j— Ml Franclis,
Corbln TRl Wi, Meat

LAMBDA—({Usbverslty of Nebrusks }—Lsclile Lindgres,
116 § TN L

l-ll.r—ghu- L !-%r!—-'ﬂqhh Haggart, 180}

lu—-tww}—nm Landgres, S

Pasl, “Mian,

Ei—{Unbversly of d—Leulse  Mertlag, Beetihd

OMICRON— [ [swa
Masy B

"SRR S 1= v 2 ¢

I.!H_W:—}—J- Ballsrd, Chl Omags,

Il::lp--{h m}-—tulu Pewall, 4721

n.:':;hw—-m Slbrarman, 1170
A, ¥,

Pl Calumbly
CHI—{Unlvanilty of Kamtucky)
G (R ——

C rE————

b—Oertads Hesdrlchs,

n‘“[ﬂﬁ—m

Walsat Flace, Spricens, Ho

ALFHA  ALFHA—({Uslverslty  of Callfarals b —Fuarpse
Millim, 1040 B WREGET

ALFHA BETA — (Keribwestern Uslreraliy) — Atheas
Creuch, 810 Ereion BT, Fraasica, TIL

ALFHA I:.tuu.u.—;u..$u Malvenbty b—Aller  Dale,

218 Nenh Fifiyoser S, Mitwsshes, Wi,

ALPHA BELTA—{Grinell Cullege}—Msty £ Hall,
Cotge 4, Culanell Tiws—

ALFHA :I'.HI.LnI—EnII-r Collogg}—Meding  Waren,
Bayler Builsn, Belios, Trx,

ALFHA mﬁ—twm Sta }--Mu,
Lasbes, 801 Callfaram, Pollnan: iuﬁ
ALFHA “hmm:—hhh M-

Iagrre, Chl Daep, Coreallia, e

ALPHA THETA—{ Unlswrsi 8| b bl [t bt
Bk, 1204 MM L. A."'”Iﬁ.’&ﬂ'.h

Melversltyj—hgaes  Gleiner, 2
Y.

ALFHA  JOT A rerdkiy b—Francm  Wymeag,
I Relansr lamapalin, Trd.

ALPHA  EAPPA—{Loultlisa Suie  Usir Lokl
Duges, Rewte 4, BOvE Wadge, o~

WLFHA  LAMEDA— al b=Casherisg
Sabl, B0 Skateawih 81, or, Cols.

ILFHA  MU—(foutharn  Mathadist renliy —Elim-
beth Lynch, §477 VRS, Diallia]

ALFIHA WU—{ B, Memaris)
Marm., Bayler, Tex.

ALFHA X

] la }—Dargahy  Creene,

Milliedgs Matel, Atheas, h

ALFHA Mm—tm_ﬂq-_ ol lm_i:fl Caldfarnis}

iy e St

ALPHA RNO— Cildden, 4011
Iagwsall Aer,

ALFHA  HIGM i,
mlmr—w .

—

ALUMNAE CHAFTER DIRECTONY
AUSTTN—Mlary Lowiss McDunlel, 181 W, Swioemih, Ry
luter, Mk Bmdth Posl, 3100 Oblhis

RLOOMINGTON—Cormells Ve Chrlwlsen, 00 K
-

CHICACO—Berndes Crmasss, 1140 Cornell Are. Rage
bider, Alkee Kllag, 10 E. Codsr.

CLEVELAND—Spivla A. A. Cochras, 1804 Sherbroed
Ri, & Huclld. Reghier, Lilllan Howklan Middiene,
birster Heodbads, B. B 4, Palnssilic

COLUMBUS—Kybesing  Ferrs Dalaa, 1711 Semmit,
Regler, Fletencs Colllne Weed, 45 E. Leagricw Ave,

DALLAY—Crapsen Hesrisill, ThsesHerad,

DES MOINES—Mm. Kelth B, Merrill, 1121 Pariy-Afih
S, De Molne, Bows. Reghier, Jesephlne - Wilis

+ Dripps, Merodith Publidlsg Co, D Ml

HONOLULU—Eacherlne  Weld, 288 A, B Walk,
Hensluly, T. H. Regliter, Sama.

INDIANAPOLIS--Laryy Bennlng, 1480 N, Persaylvasls
Br; Indissapalin, Ind. Ragliter, Wialfsed Smih, 184
E. Thirtemih S, Tadlanspolls,

EANIAY CITY—Jine S5t Chis, 3015 Ol 8,

LINCOLN—Marle Dugan, Lel Lam Fasl Apea, Liacals,
Mebr. Reghwter, Rash Bebad PFibe, §40 5 Eightemsh
., Lisosls.

MILWAUKEE—Fhyllls  Kooppen, &14 Washlsgua 51,

Mlmta b

HATIONAL CAPMITOL—Genevn $ilMer  Boskhir, 140F
Tweaty-slath S, N, W, Wablksgea REeglaer, Roby
Black, 137 Kellogy Blg., Waiklngess.

MEW YORE—Darsthy Mosehease, 18 Draper  Termeos
Mlasiclslr, M. J.

OMAHA—Bn Roy *nﬂgn. B4 Tds Bi, Owaka.
Ragliter, Muih Codirey, 1100 B Thirtp-sesd 51,
Omaks, Webe,

BAN ANTONIOD—M|Mred Cores Vegebmag, 1000 Wen
Hebimds Ave., San Anieals, Tew

AN FRANCINCO—Mm. Lewls
B, fan Prasck Rglaver, G

Bemset Mlapasdes,” 1347 Ba i, San Frascl

SEATTLE—Marl Bratmls, KOL Radla Siles, Baitle

AFOEANE—ELIYy AMett Celemsn, 4511 Weblagish 5.,
Spalmea. Regloter, Cestyisa hlacDosgsll Dusly, s Fed-
el Reseres Bask.

ST. LOUTS—Mlurguret Welner, 7006 Tulsss, $ Lok
Reghoter Adalable Hasslelos Jonm, 1047 Art Wi P
TWIN CITIES—Mm Albur . Bimvchuser, F18 Grove
sl Missespolls. Riglter, Anas Léu Tuskss, The

Lleavale, TP Lashis
il Tha




Fobruury i, 1934

Lgur aubys

malif y Wity Gliks Lor yuur
siuu articies. I agpreciute it very
wuclie You aire grauu Lu love tne
Way Jolh Ude

allcctionuted,,

Miss Ruby Black
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From me to you with love,

- - It's on page 11, continued to page 33,

I hope it doesn't embarrass any of usl
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‘NEW DEAL’ FOR NEWS WOMEN IN CAPITAL

Mrs. Roosevelt's Press Conferences, Exclusively for Women, Have Brought New Jobs, Increased
Pay, and Raised Writers’ Status Generally—Tea Pouring Items Give Way to Big News

TJII-'. unprecedented idea of having
two news personalities in the White
man and wife both concerned
wil ¢ affairs—still has Washing-
tudy Sl tly groggy—or, maybe, agog.

Anyway, by grace of Eleanar 'Rl.-u*c
velt, it has happened. The President’s
wile thinks and does things, aids the
Presidemt in many ways wther than
pouring the tez, and is an important
factor in humanizing the New Lheal

Moreover, in so doing, she has
brought a New Deal to the newspaper
women of the national capital. She
brought jobs to jobless newspaper wo-
men, rases bo some who had been
poorly paid, recognition to those who
had been shoved off in a corner, stimu-
lus to every one who goes to her
weekly press conferences, who watches
her bring vital, sometimes stark, real-
ity into otherwise politely superficial
functions or dull meetings.

I'he best story of Monday, Jan, 29,
came from Mrs. Roosevell's press con-
ference, editors say. That was the
story of the policy of the White House
o the serving of liquor there after
the repeal of LJr\.l..IILIIII':'I in the Ihs
trict of Columbia,

We had asked Mrs. Roosevelt abouot
this, and she had 19ld ws she would
give us a statement when the law was
approved by the President, as she had
done when beer was legalizred. At press
caonference on Jan, 23, it appeared that
the |rt\Il]"r‘I might sign the bill that
day, and it was suggested that she
mighti :'I|_||J a special press conference
fo tell ws aliowat i

“I'll call lvin
ing to sign iL

ardd see when he is go

and then we'll soe abou
the special press conference, M
Roosevelt said. She left the press con-
ference to talk with him, and, on re-
turning, reported thar he i suid he
wanied nothing given out about the
White II:-u-.r palicy il her conference
the comif ng M '-nd:.:.r.

After we lad arrived Monday, Ray-
mund  Muwir, chiel usher, gave us a
J-line statement saying that wine would
lse served, American wines being given
preference, g oo disti jueor

Ve were tuld to b this wntil the
canlerence encled, it one society
editur, mat  mwlerstandnsg 1iar-
aged o gt away and telep 2 g o
her « When Bess Forman of the
AL Priesa amd 1. of ile United

we
tated

By RUBY A. BLACK

ta wark, and the possibility, in ing legislative or administrative policies
¥, that any person, male Mrs. HRoosevelis ipartance in the
Lr fen .ﬂl: married or unmarried, with  adminssiration has not wvet been fully
r means of support, might give his ized by those who edit the news

||Jr.|“I

e

b to another, or snare 11 with an herseli tries to minimze it Mre
other, wha needed it more. Roosevelts one passion is human beings
Even that, however, was a long way and their happiness, comfort, and se-
from what happened on Jan 15, when curity, The administration has many

Chairs are ot o premium and informality is the order of the day when the more

than a seore of newspaper women gather for Mre Hoosevelt's weekly press con-

ference each Monday morning. This photograph shows the first of the First
Ladv's conferences shorily after the inauguration last March,

SWMiss Mary
the wWomen's
National

ol friend,
tar of

i\.‘.ilk:ltlfi definitely affiecting this domi
mant interesi of herss  Her knowledge

sion of the Demaocratic of this country and the people wha live
nmittee, was present al the press  fnoit is extensive anid intensive, probably
conference. N Dewsan, before Mrs.  unexcelled
Roasevelt began her part of the con- Therefore. she is consulted by many

|l.rl.'lll.l.' wled out a statemsent from  govermment officia Her suggestions
commiites an the new sel-  are gprateflully received, and many ol

the women'’s Democratic organ- them  have become realities She is

and then answered poant out that she merely

that she does

cials,
wailer  guestii
n, 1luab it _was |I|¢

T 1]
brigace

b
ring destroverd

are

p le Z wernment officzal
i during moat nded maners v West

bt nocca- Eo mave into homes

e, an 2. cleciricity, and “a bed

mcriiher of the famly,” as

EVERY

Roosevelt

talking and being gaped at by tourists
while we wait, Then an usher opens
the ron gates 10 the formal stairway,
and we all go up the sairs, down the
long second-floor corridor, around a
screen, and into the bright room Mrs
Hoosevelt has arranged at the East end
for morning conferences, small after-
noon teas and swch things

After we are all in, Mrs. Roosevelt
uwsually enters from her study, with her
secretary, Malvina Thompson
shakes hamds with every one there every
time. She sits on a settee, with Miss
Thompson beside her, and when we
khave Blled all the chatrs and the arms
of chairs, the rest sit on the ficor, Om
Monday, Jan. 29, she varied the pro-
cedure by being there when we arrived

For at least an houor, the guestioning
goes on, the discussion of innumerable
topics, Mri. Foosevelt's own anmounce-
ments. Often she tells ws something
which has amuosed her, Sometimes she
reads from some of her thousands of
letters which give intmmate and often
beart-squeering pictures of life i this
coumiry—"off the record,” like muoch
else of what she says. We are not supg
posed to quote from her dwectly unless
she authorires it, and Miss Thompson
reads back the tramcript for o tw
check with our notes.

Admiesion to Mrs, Boosevelt's confer
croes mast be obtained through Stephen
T. Early, the President’s press secre-
Eary.

several times Mrs. Roosevelt has held
jomt conferences with officials domg
work in which she is interested. The
first and most notable of these was the
joint conference with Secretary of Labaor
Frances Perkins, at which plans for the
camps for enemployed women were an
nounced
At another, Mrs. Mary H. Ruomsey,
chairman of the NRA Consumers’ Ad-
Board, described the plans for
% county councils
Ellen 5. Woodward, director aof

Mrs.
women's work in the Civil Works Ad

mimstration, came to one to talk about
Civil Works jobs for women.
Pressdent Koosevelt has the press men
e government departments at his
comlerences.  Mrs. Roosevelt now
has a1 hers women executives or edi-
torial workers from the government
departments, and the nowspaper woen
ask them when Mrs

fru

prcss

FLsEshons o




dlory of the policy af the W lule Plusse
on the serving of liquor there alier
the repeal of prohibation in the Diss
trict of Columbia

W had asked Mris. Hooscvelt absin
white, g she hsd told e she would
®ive i g statement when the law was
approved by the President, as she had
dome when beer was legalived. AR press
coference om Jan, 25, W appeared that
the Pressdent m'ght sign the bill that
day, and i1 was suggested thai she
meght hold a special press oonference
o tell s aboat it
] “I'll call bhvm and see when he 15 go
ing to sign it, and then we'll ser abowm
the special press conferemcg” Mrs
Rogsevelt said. She lefr the press con-
ference o talk with him, amd, on re-
tarning, reporled that he had said he
wanted] nothing given out &by
White House policy wmiil her conieronee
the coming Mooday.

Afer we had arrived Monday, Ray-
mod  Miair, chief usher, gave ws a
3-lme siatement sayeng that wine woubd
be served, American wines being given
preference, but o destslbed |

We were told to hold this
comferenice bl ended, bui o
editor, not understanding this, man-
aged 1o get away and iclephone it o
her office. When Bess Furman of the
Associated Press and I, of the Lniled
Press, learned this, we told Mrs. Roose
welt, who immediately told us to g2
inte  her  stedy and  telephore  ower
stories. She found Marse Masming
Gasch of Intermationsl News Service
also perturbed, and sent ber to anocther
telephone. She held up the press con
ference until the press associadions bad
thelr sfories om the wipe, so thar we
should not be “scooped.”

There was much controvessy when
Mrs. Roosevelt, before imaigusation,
decided to have, after inauguration,
weekly press comierences to which only
women reporters would be admiried,
Mapy thought it was unbecoming of a
Pressdent’s wife and might embarrass
the Presadent, Others thought, since
she said she wouald not talk about peli-
tics, that the press conferences would
produce nothing but stories about her
closkes, her parties, her menus, the
charity benefits she msighs mid, and all
the cther polite things a First Lady
does, plus some unisusal aclivities of
ler own, inpocwous even i usprece-
denied.

Mre, Roosewelt's press conflerences
began  somewkat ke  that. She
wimclched any %ﬂ!‘illlﬂ.‘l that had to do
with - public affairs.  Oecasiomally, as
time passed, if some one asked her,
e example, & question about the gov-
ernemental policy, fixed by previous law,
of Bring married women when eronomy
measicres required 130 reductons, she
quoted something she bad said pries
o inaugusation about the right of any
person, male orMfemale, married er uo-

Chairs are at a premism and informality is the order of the day when the more

than & score ol newspaper women gather for Mra. Roosevell's weekly press com

feeenre each Monday morning. This photograph shows the firs of the Firs
Lady’s conferences sharily after the inauguration last March

Ars. Hoosevelt's ald Friend. Miss Mary
Al, Dewsam, divector of the women's
divizion of the Demecratic Natonal
Commiittee. wis present af the press
conlerence. Misa Denson, hefare Mrs
Roosevelt bezan her part of the con
ference. lapded out a statement [rom
the pational commitiee on the new sel
wp of the women's Democratic organ-
irathon and them answercd  guestions
alwoust ol

She admatied, under questionang h:r
Bess Furman, that it was the “opening
gun”™ of the women's brigale n the
coimieg Congresssonal Battle

Mre Roosewvell sat silent during maost
ol Miss Dewson's explanation, but ooca-
sionally she threw im A comment, an
enlightenmenz.  Bath Mre Rotsevnclt
amd “Mallie™ Dewson were careful, how-
ever, nol o reveal whether Mra Roose-
velt had any part in the pew set-up
When Mizs Diewson said that the women
[hemeocrats had long hoped Eor such an
neganization, and were now about 0
achaeve it, “for many reasons,” [ asked
her to “name three” Mra. Roosewelt
Fn: me a humoroely reproviog

or my impodence, amd Misa Deweon
sasd. after & pawse, “This Demecratic
party peally believes in women, and the
plan was presenied 10 it propeely,” All
informed women reporters knew that
Mrs, Hoosevelt had heem the major
worker in organtsing New York women
Democrats from 1922 an

Freviously, a President’s wife acted
as if she ded not koow that a political
party existed, except, possibly, to go
omce & year 1o a loncheon given by the
wemment of her huskand's party,

The “not steictly political™ subjecis
which have been ducmsed in Mrs,
Roosevelt's press comferences include:
The plans ard developments of the sub-
sistence  farm-factory projects  with
whith she is closely commected ; low-cost
howsing ; wages ard johs for women
and equal pay for equal work in NRA
cosfes; ways to fmd Civil Werks joba
for artists, scalplors, musicians, aciors,
eir,: education; old-age pemsions: de-
centralization of indusiry; minimim
wages: equlity betneen  men  and
women : whether or not wansen will be
employed m the United S1a1es Embassy
in Soviet Russia.  Nearly all these sub-
jects have something to do with pend-

activities definitely affecting this domi-
nait interest of hers. Her knowledge
al this comntry and the people wha live
in i1 s extensive and intensive, probably
urexcelied

Therelare. she & consulied by many
government officials.  Her suggestiony
are gratefully received, aml many of
them  have become realities.  She is
carelisl to point ouat that she merely
conperates with officials, that she does
mot aml casnot direct.

Surplas [arm prodocis are Beng fal
ta the lmgry instead of being destroyed
Lecause she asked a government offictal
a question.  Stranded miners in West
Virginia are about to mave info homes.
with plumbing, electricity, aml "a bed
for every member of the [amily.” as
the wosen asked in a round-robin to
Wri Roosevelt, on a farm-factory pro-
ject where they will grow their lodxd
amd earn cash working in a factory o
he built with 8525000 of pablic works
funds—all because Mrs. Roosevelt and
lier hushand had bong dreamed of sach
a plan ard Mrs Reasevelt could take
the time 1o go 1o West Virginia and
fimd a place where their dream coald
readily come trise. since the ground-
work had Been laid by other agencies

These are merely 3 few well-known
rxamples There are many others,
Oecasionally something is printed on
the front pages of mewspapers which
is old stuff to the women who cover
Mrs. Rooseveli’s press conferences. We
have writhem abowt it, but ocur slories
gaot either in the wastebaskets or on
the women's page becamse many editors
still think in that kind of pattern abost
stories writlen by women ahout women
Then, when a Cabinet member “reveal™
the story, it gets fromt-page play.  Oe-
casiomally, ton, we are “scooped.” or
“yeoop” oarselves from another source.
becamse Mrs, Roosevelt does ot release
some of her best stories herself.

The press conferences are very in-
formal. ard last a long time. Some-
times she, like everybody else in this
administratéon, 13 late.  They are
scheduled for 11 & m Mondavs. The
newspaper wermen, 20 to 40, anid a groap
af women doing edvorial work in gov-
ernment departments. emter the front
doar of the White Hemse and go fo the
Green Room, smoking cigareties and

Fearl-squesrmg puctires of hie m thas
cogntry=—"off the record,” like miuch
eise of what she says, 'We are not sup-
posed to quote from her dwectly anless
she authorires it, and Miss Thempson
reads back the tramscript for @ o
ciieck with our notes.

Admission to Mrs. Roosevelt's confer
rrces st be ghtakned through Stephen
T. Early, the Presideni’s press secre-
tary-.

Several times Mrs, Roosevelt has hebd
joist conderences with officials daoing
work in which she is imterested.  The
frst amd most notable of these was the
jaint conlerence with Secretary of Labor
Frances Perkins, a1 which plans for the
camps for umemployed wonen were an
munseil

Ay anather, Mrs. Mary H., Rumsey,
chairman of the NRA Consamers’ Ad-
visory Board, described the plans for
comaEmers’ oounty cowntils.,

Mrs, Ellen 5, Woodward, director ol

women's work in the Civil Works Ad-,

ministration, came to one to talk about
Civil Works jobs for women.
President Hoosevelt has the press men
{tom the government departments a1 his
press conterences. Mrs. Rocsevelt now
has at hers women execatives or edi-
torial workers from the govermment
degartments, and the newspaper women
ask questions of them when Mra
Roosevelt is discmsing something con-
nected with their work. :
The first story from Mre. Roosevelt's
press conference which really made the
mewspapermen feel that “the girk” had
access 1o stories they would like to have
lor themuelves was that sbout serving
Jegal beer in the White House. :
The question was asked st the Presi-
dent’s press conference. “OMf the rec-
ord” he replied, “You'll have to ask
my wite”
Mrs. Rocsevelt was in New York |

White Howse after it was legal.

“¥oull have to ask my bushand”
she replied 1 told her what had hap-
pened at the President’s conferente, and,
after her laughter had sobiided, she
promised to comsalt her hushand and
amswer fy question i the mext press

pared mi raphed statements for dis-
tribution. Bess Furman and I,
confdert. that we koew what she would
sy, had written “hold for relexse
telephone™ beads which were on
office desks, waiting for our word, We
had guessed right, and all we had to do
was to dictate the quotation after re-
trasing owr leads. )
Virs, Reosevels, like the President
(Contimued on page 33
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'NEWw DEAL" FOR WOMEN
WRITERS IN CAPITAL
{ Contimeed from page 11)

has many informal and intimate con-
tacts with newspaper reporters, but she,
like him, does not permit these w give
ote reporter an advantage aver an-
other. She is scrupulously fair to see
that none of us get “scooped™ if she can
help it. She is particularly careiul not
to “scoop™ us herseli, in anything she
wriles for Newspapers of magarines.,
She has usually said to us, in one form
or another, anything she writes for her
own columns. By the way, she writes
her books, magazine articles, and news-
paper syndicate stories lerself, She has
no ghost.

She invites us to her luncheon table,
her tea table, her dinner table, not
as a duty or a gesture of "being nice
to the press™ but as human beings with
whom she likes to talk. She as
a good neighbor or a yood friend would
do if misfortune visits us, On Christ-
mas Ewve, she called up Genevieve
Forbes Hesrick of the Chicoge Tri-
bune, and found that Geno's husband,
John, also of the Chicago Tribune, was
sick, She simply got in the car and
went out to Alexandria, Va, to take
flowers and see il there was anything
else she could do. When her Scottie,
Meggie, bit Bess Furman, while Mrs.
Hoosevelt was giving Bess a lift in
her car, she t Bess to the husE::!
for treatment, took her home, and -
ished Meggie. When, on New Year's
Day, she learned that Bess's mother-
in-law, Mrs, Robert B, Armstrong, wile
of onme newspaperman and mother of
another, had suddenly died, Mrs, Roose-
velt was am:-nﬁ the hrst to go out WO
the house. When [ had a cough that
seemed nent, she simply “took™
me to Warm Springs with ber and
made me lie in the sun, cat and sleep
regularly and plentifully, sit by her fire-
side, and take some exercise. =~

She does none of these things in a
way that puts obligations on any of
us, She and the Fresident do similar
things, too, for the newspapermen and
their famulies, spontanecus, friendly
things, done exactly as they would do
them for anybody else they know or
like. The policies of the papers for
which we write make no difference
Ii 1 may be personal, 1o prove this
point, 1 would like to say that, in ad-
dition to covering Mri. Roosevelt for
the United Press, | have my own news
lurean  with mme  papers, :nciud:l:g
sevett normally Hepublican papers on
the continemt and Lo Demcecracia of
Puoerto Kice. The FPoerto Rican paper
mammnaiened from Auog, 12 wuntl Jan 12
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nual “stunt party” of the Women's
National Press Club, No other First
Lady had done so.  She is coming agan
March 19. Then, when the Gridiron
Club had its first dinner of the new
;dmini;tr:linn,E Mr:i;e Roosevell f:1--‘1\;11'-\
supper party for women officials,
including a Cabinet member and the
Minister to Denmark, and the newspa-
per women who could not, of course,
go to the Gridiron Club, At the sec-
ond Gridiron dinner, she extended her
mvitation list to the “Gridicon Widows
Party” to include wives of Gridiron

rs and distinguished guests at
the men's function. Katharine D
wrote and acted a stunt that dn't
have been beaten by any at the Grid-
iron Club. Nancy Mrs. Roose-
velt's associate in the Val-Kill farni-
ture shop, showed movies she had made
of the Hoosevelt family. Mary Eben,
n{ﬁ ﬂ-re“WhileRHouR stafl, dl:d adtl-h'—
off. Mary Rum promptly dubbed
the party the 'Fhst?rnn Supper.” “Elec-
tric Iron 5 i w?hl l-?: a better
psendonym. The “off t record”
stores told there nearly all appeared
in men's gossip columns later.

When the plans for Mrs. Roosevelt's
press conferences were announced, May
Craig, of the Portlond (Me) Press-
Herald and Eveming Exjpress, was
greatly disturbed because men were not
to be admitted. She feared that the
practice might lead to barring women
from some of the conferences held by
male officials, Mrs., Roosevelt appar-
ently insisted wpon having women only
for two reasons: As long as hews-
paper employers employ fewer women
than men, it is just as well to have one
job that only women can do; as she is
not a government official, she can
arrange her press conferences as she
pleases, while actual officials of the
government must admit to their con-
ferences all accredited correspondents,

So far, Mrs, ‘Roosevelt has proved
to be right. There are more women
at press conferences of the President
and the Cabinet and in the Congres-
sional Press Galleries than before,
rather than fewer. When Secretary of
the Interior and Public Warks Admin-
istrator Harold L. Ickes held his legal
heer party for the press ar
Christmas, Mrs, Craig was there,
although, like Mrs. Foosevelt, she does
not imbibe, and although in the past
such parties were for the men only,
even if the press conferences were open
to the women, .

Therefore, Mrs. Roosevelt has raised
our morale tremendously, because she
does not put up in the class of “women
reparters” at all, despite the sex pre-
requisite for admission 1o her confer-
ences.  We cover her conferences as

Publisher’s Interim
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"tl'llhﬁ bit Bess Furman, while Mrs
Hoosevelt was giving Hess a lift in
ber car, she took Hess to the hos ul
for tieatment, took ber home, and

ished Meggie. When, on New ‘:n.r"s
Day. she learmed that Bess's mothes-
n-law, Mrs. Robert B, n.rn-u:run: wife
of one mewspagerman and mother of
amother, had suddealy died, Mra, Roose-

vell was among the first 1o go out 0
the house W I had a cough that
seerned nt, she simply “took”
me to Warm 5 ; with her asd

made me lie i o , eat and sleep
regularly and plmuJ'u]i;. sit by her fire-
side, and take some exercise,
Jﬁh‘mﬁﬂ;‘nﬁr these things in %
w. igalnn on amy o
wi. She and the Pﬂl-‘kﬂl da I:Iﬂ-il-ll'
things, too, ior the pewspaperenen and
their  fammlies, spontamcous, iriendly
things, done exacily as they wonld do
themn for anybody else they know or
like. The policies of the papers for
which we write make no difference.
Ii 1 may be persomal, io prove thiz
point, | would like 1o sy that, in ad-
dition fo covering Mrs. Hoosevelt for
the Uinded Press, | kave my own news
burean  with pers,  encluding

Poerin Rico. The Putrbu Rican pager
campaigeed from Aug. 12 ustil Jan 12
for the removal of Kobert H. Gore,
appointed by Pressdeat Hoosevelt to be
Governor of Puerto Rico, His resig-
nation was sceepedy Jan. 12 All the
stories | wrote against him made no
difference in my reception at the White
Hz'ne Wf“hwum Springs,
al ek newd WOEnEn Cover
gznu.:r EEWE a4 wﬁ:Pﬂ My Roose-
velt's oress conferences and gther “wo-
men's news.” For the first time, we
have, because of Mrs. Roosevelt, the
opportunity of seeing the President in-
formally, at sapper, at tea, at the Presi-
dential freside.  Previously some news-
have been acc this privi-
Their wives wers oiben imvited
to accompany them. But never before
have newspaper women bees iowited,
on thesr own, with, p-er'h:ps. their bus.
bands accompanying them, to Sunday
night guppers at the White House and
to other informal afairs where they
might see the Pressdemt and talk with
him. Thiss Mri Eoosevelt not only
hai made spetahc jobs for women by
her own preis conlerences, bui she
has overcome thatl old fechag that a
p-.r_h:lutr:: sometime hd vi'hm conirented
with £ o employ & Woman a8
his regular mﬂr@aruﬁ- e the feeling
that & male mr:’ﬁ.wﬂdrm woall kave

a beiter chamce o have a close White
||uu..|_- ceniac thasm 3 womas,

Oee of the thmgs wheh firs en-
deared M Rousevelt ti the wapaper
Jwiieen was her accepu , before in
amguration, of the invication te the an-

pracisce fcghl 650 00 DArTEE  Wusica
fram some ol the conierences held by
male officials, Mes. Roosevelt appar-
ently imisted upon having women only
for two reasoms:  As long as news-
pager mpﬂoyrn emgloy lewer women
than men, 1 i3 just as well 1o have one
joby that only women can do; as she i@
mot & government official, she can
arrange her press conferences as she
ploases, while aciual officials of the
imnrm‘rmﬂ masd sdmit o their con-

to be g
at peess conferences of the President
and the Cabinet and in the Congres-
siomal Press  Galleries than  before.
rather tham fewes. When Secretary of
the Interior and Public Works Admin-
istrator Harold L. Tckes held his legal

ard although in the past

jes were for the men only,

if the press conferences were open
to the women.

up in the class of “women
reporters” st all, despite the sex pre-
requisite for adminion 1o her confer-
ented.  We oover ber conferences as
stradghe r:pwtm mrd :u just a little
fn:nr-ml anl COmpensl-
tion for ua 1hat only women are

admitted,

We look forward to her press con
feermees instend of dresding them, as we
dread some “women's stories”  We
wnow there will Ilnp be a good story
and, besides, there wll be, to the alert,
some insight ipte the way the govern-
ment is . That helps us, even
if we can't always write it

LUFKEIN PAPERS S0OLD

The Lufkin (Tex) Daily ond
IWeekly Newr, owned and published for
the past 20 wvears by G. E Watlard
amnd W. C. Binion, were sald Feh, 1 1o
1. H. Kirth. 3 lemberman, Jack Melher-
e, secretary-marazer of the Lafkin
Chamber of Commerce for two years,
snd M. G. Boyles, Sweetwater, Tex.,
EWSPAPETIERN. '-IcDerrmltt and Beyles
took mctive charge as editor and man-
ager. _—
EARL JOHNSON RETURNKING
Earl C. Johnson, day mews d.luchlur
al I:I-j‘ :_.rll'1hl Fﬂ-u_ Ewbu'!'m'k
i ar o Eu iness  trip
lasz. Dctober, s mrm 1o New York
late i March. This week he left Lon-
dom for Lishon and Rome. He willre-
tarn via Paris and London

39,808 VISITED TRIBUNE

Chivage Tribune plant visitors totaled |
sring 1935, an inceease of 5757

0805

aver 1902

{MINlime 2001 ]

Gain in 3 Months

7,885

Daily Average Net Paid
Circulation —_ABC Audit
12 Months Ending Sept. 30,
1933

133,786

(Milline 2187
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May 10, 1934, A s

Dear lMrs. Hoosevelt: el e . [

Do you au@ponﬁ that whlle Hiclk 1s hera this time,
you and she end Tommlie could come out fo the Theta Sigma |
Phl Journalism fraternlty party I want to glve? I think
the pgirls would like to hear somethlng ahout the Puerte r
Rigan trip. {o [

=
I em also hoping that 1t may be possible for Iuls
Junoz Marin to have s real talk with the Preaident while
he 18 here thia time, Imis hes the lergest following
on the ialandj he represents =- and pguides =~ publle opinlon
there as no one else doea,

He hes heon the only nolitical leader there who has
supported the Presldent's sugsr noliey, from the beginning
on, not hesitating to riak his pnliticu{ future to. do B0,
The Republlicans are here, still protestingi the Soclaliat
Resigent Commlasloner 1s completely linad up with the
sfigar barons; even the Governor Whom the Fresident appointed
is stlll opposad to the measure, accordlng to this morne
ing's papers,.

Imls, on the other hand, in the face of the opposi-
tion of the sugar peoples, heretofore the overlords of the
islend whom no political lsader dared oppose or antagonize,
haa kept majorlty opinlon there in favor of the administra=
tion measure, convinclng the people of whet he himaelf
belleves == that thls edmlinlatretion falthfully and earnsatly
wishss to rehabllitate Puertc Rico, and that the job cannot
be done without some meana of controlling the sugar Industry,.
The colonos ere, for the first time, not dominated by the
cantralea, sndld éhuy are pupporting the messure becnuse Iula
has kept them Informed of the truth,

Imis hes likowlse made a real liberal party out of the
Liberal Party, just ss the “resident has made a real liberal
and demooratic party out of the Democratic Farty here.
can do much to aid in the effectiveneas of any plen proposed
for and by Pusrto Rico,

The Premfident gzuhnhlﬁ a8 & 4§kn, asked me to make
some sugrestions abouf Puerto loo, is 1s the one I can
most sincerely meke, in the intereats of the ‘resident, end
of Puerto Hloo.

You must hesr what Jeorotary ﬂl}liiﬂ said when the
sugar barons were introduced to him. 1t 1s prlceless,




Dunr Myg, Roosevelsy:

i \ 1Y
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Todas T p ot e folloding eeble from Luls Minoz-Hering

COSTIGAY ACT AFFLITD AS TO NESTRICTION, 'MMAFPLIED AS TO
COMFERSATION, OCRE'IT PARALYZED. CAIE DRIZD UP,  MILLS DECAFITATIMNG
FARITRS, MINETY EIGYT PER OUMT CAMNE WORKERS UNEMPLOYED STAEVING STOP
IISADIIVTSTRAT IO FROIT UASHINSION OF POLICY INTENDEL TO- DO OPPOSITE
B FAS ACCTLERATED THEEMEVDOUSLY COITPENSATION PROCESS OF LAST THIRTY
YEARS., (this neope to me to be en error in eome word, ss I do not
guitd wnderotond fb,¢ boeginninge with ADCELLTATED), CUATDON PLAN TIICH
FAD WHODTCUS :COFILAZR SHYTORT ALL XEQUOMIC ASSOCTIAT ICHS EXCEPT SUGAR
VILLS -AYD 0F SOCIALIST AI'D TITHRAL TARTIDS, IVREFZHDENT FRESS, AVD CimOoH
TBING WA ~1TANLY LUTAVED WITILRE ©Tf MILLS TISTT VNDERHAND STOP I TRY
TAND TO KEUFP U0 PIDEVCE WIIILY GRITICTZINIG FETTY WASHTUGCTON OFPICIALS
TOR CRIMIVAL "TTINLTURUCE WD STUATION GROUVING BAPTDLY TNMAIAATZAGLE. “TCP
‘FZ0PLE “INIFG: AS nOOD AS THNY CAN ADROIT® IT DUT THERE'S DISTINCT Si153
CF INTCOEBANLE TM3N0RAVAL PROTT WASHI! (2CI THROTSHOUT POFULAT ION-STCP
WO LD VOIT WREPT TMADLY IF VASEINGTON

(Signed) MMOZIARTN

I e Jurt Yret nicht decided to stey unkbil Aug. 19 op 20,
incturd of leeving Ang, 14, 8. I hed placsned. Two friends, Ty
Gr8gher end Pogp  Kelly, arvived uipht hefore lest to spend, the
rent of the tive vith ro. We are hevine 2 grend tine, the westher
ieg fine, #nd T Ywve riined five pounds, DPut I feel thet I could well
nse another ton of ¢ to my odveptopo, Aamd it pay be yesnrs before 1
cAn cvar have e lew yvoeatlon npaldn, vhile I nover expect to have
ruchh & ¥8 rveloun onnortunity na this egein,.

I girply do not see whet I could do if I were Lirck in Wash=
in‘tom, with rou snd the President sway, even if I could do enything
tith you there! Dot i poing on r long vncﬂgnn when I FRa=e retumn,
ro I phd 1 heve to Le's up the vhéde borden gone, rnd it will be otrenwm
mous, I vwant teo (ot r1)l the strencth I osm,

Hewe youn nny idnns an-to vhet I conld dof

Perbepe §7 Lulo could pend 12 £11 the informe tion from Fuerto
Rice and Dot eonld sondsne All the infornstion from Woshington, to New
York, I could re2e you ot lyde Park on the returm; ®s—vou so deliphtfully
told ra there vonldd be o weleom® thore for me. Pelhaps you did not mesn
o veld@one for Fie rto Riean broubles, thourhl -

I hied hoped thet By thin tine there would be a firet-fate

n‘|1ie_f of the new innulsr bureau vho wonld be the center for such quentia
t'._h:m?l;I In Cret, I wod heevd thet Frnest Gruening wes under serious
cunsidoration, ond I "Mow of no one who could equel him in und
o intelli: once in tiwt poot, X g




The President's sneeches ncrocy Lhie continent lirve been gnell,
Th e interesting to hove v Prerident vheo doeg nnt pind gt rine yeel
thincs in a Concressionel election yeer, I ey eweitine the Green Duy
snecch with nartic:lar interest,

Urs, Pyrker is pgoing to rive n tntk, wilh loutern sl ides, on
thie President s boyhood on Campobello Tor tlie benelfit of the livrery
next Wedie cday nichte-, no *hurﬁdﬁy. I aw looking foryvoyd to it with
interest,

I wyote & stors for the UP tbout Counobcllo, I Ieore: I grid
nothing unwige, I think mot. I don't Imiow when =- o0r Lhether == the
is goin;; to use it, ;

I fecl in the derk sbout tlie Pnerto Rictu sitwy tion beocoune
titie ks tlwe tirst viovd I heve had, ceecept 1hint I heve rond in the n.yY
Tires, end thet isg very livited,

I sy poryry to ftrouble sou on
gucl & lon: letter,

Jowy yacktion, rrd oporry I wiots

With pueh love,

LT
e




RUBY A. BLACK ,,-\ . '
z2 HEZ ,
WASHINGTON, D, C.
834 lintlonal Preas Bld::,

TELEPHOMNE

DISTRICT 7038 NEwSs Bureau

Mipust 28, 1934,

Desr lira, Hoosevelt:

We arrived home nt 10:20 Delte Boturdey nlsht,
&5 We did not start from Uew Y?rk until noon, A1l was vwell,
The improvements to the house look pronds I'or the U'irct time in
years, I did nol cateh &8 cold elther during or returning from the
voeation, 8o 1t rmat hove besn o eminlete succeso,

I hsd lunch with Hesa, fGeno, lary Tnrneday,
iinirred <«8llon, and Virginia Price vesterdey, They are well, but
busy. Perhaps you know that -artha Strayer hes bLeen sicic fop sbout
two months. I have not seen hep sinece L returned, Lut she is back
8t work, slthough not well yet. She has suffered fron varicose ’
velns for yearas, and & doctop mode o miasteke 1in trertments, causling
her to be in bed for six weeks,

I have just wired Tommile nakin: that she mail me
gome blogrerhical material sbout you, 88 1 hove to wirite o colwpm
or two about your 11fe for the Iinlted Freas flles, wund I could find
little excent recent stuff in my files, I wont to pet 1t done
before Dot poes on har vacation next weel,

¥nur lotter ;ove 1e rrest Joys I lmow, of course
thmt you would notflilke enybody whe did nol: feel fres, ond I would
not lilke snybody who did not want me to feel free, ond I understand
perfectly that you eould not be free unless you Imew thst we are,

I was sorry not to pet to Val-E1ll, as I should
hnve loved to see the cottapge snd the shap cgeldne Hut I could not
zet there after atarting late fron Hoeknort, und the next day I eould
easlly pet to my slster=in-luv's, I hed two reatiul rnd stimuk ting
days with the Trneast Grueninge ot Hoekport, “oss., which brele the
Journey besutifully., apb met me in “ew Yorl,

; Jane continues to esk, "ell, where's Herring Cove?
Eeck nt Campobellos"

' 1 Lud en encoursging but not conclusive tnlk on
the colunn idea with United I'reas oificlals in iiew York. "Two of the
men who should be consulted were cut of tovn, but I em solng to

write some samples when L pet settled dowin, and submit them fop . !
¢ nalderation in New Yorlk,

Lot me thank you ngnin for o perfect veestion
and marvelous enjoyment ond annerent ¥
can hardly welt to seo you, hovever,

Yours devotedly, @/‘

complete restoration, I




September 5, 1934

Dear iubyi-

s I um glad that the blogruphy is what
you wanted. It is very sketchy, but it is
the best I could do.

I ecertainly would love to have some
of your blue berry Jelly - -ven though it
may add an extra inch to my glrth.

I knew that you would enjoy Cumpo-
bello, I loved every second of the time I
was there., Mrs, Gusch tells me that you

are lucking grang.

Very eincerely yours,

Miss Ruby Elawk
824 National Press Bullding
Waghington D. C.

S




RUBY A. BLACK
ARAAERLOGR BUIERIMGS
WASHINGTEN, B, €,

TELEFHOME Bt llublana) Proeass 115,
DIBETRICT 7032 MEws BUREAU

imsuat 26, 10354,

Deor Toninlet

When L[ got home laet night, after £ hnd wired
wou for blographicnsl meteriel, I found your letiaer with the
meterial which I had oreviously casuslly mentloned to lrs, Loosevelt
that I needed,. I had not realized that she would have it sent
to me, snd that just proves thut,even yet, I underentimnate her,

The vacotlon was moreelous, snd the sunoets
were even more plorious than you hnd indicated. It did more for
me than anything else could h:ve done, Tfor L lmow now just how
exhausted I wose Did I tell you that my cool nade lokts of hrand
blueberry jelly from the "back yard"? VYould yon 1ike sone for breal-
fast when vou come bacl? |

The maturialwnas just what I wanted, f'or 1t was
the %ind of satnff which weas shsent from wy files, I hrve p foot and
a 16lf of files about lier, but, of course, the moterlial 'n then tell
mostly of her activlities of the last 1[&:-:- ond o hnl’,
1 hope you can come oub for dinner scmetime soon
E;ftar you return, for we have a prand"new" dining room end study -
since you vwera thore,

Thank you for the noterlel, L hiove vorked all

dsy on the biogriphy, end 1t hes too many words end doesn't nenrly

cover the subject. I'll try tomorrow to put more In it and make 1t

¥
Yours sinaorely, W

shorterl
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At 824 National Press Bldg, OU 4
TELEPHONE i‘ » / - } 3 } {
DIRTRICT Taad a . . [ !

i i :Sl"' MEws BUnEau
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Dear Mra, Rocsavelt: s

£ phe
November 26, 1934,

Attached is o copy of parts of & latter I received
from Mune Laes when I wrote to her, asking for informetlon on who
bigpthe H, Draughon 1s and how she was nemed Democratic Natlonal
Committeswodan for Pusrtc Riso, succesding our friend, Jesn Whitte=
mores. I becams Interested in the sltusilon w 1 lgernad, from a
continefital Demosrat in Puerto Rioco (not Mun tha abn wao resign-
ing end seeking to have herself succesded by scme one who would do

ust what she would tell her to do. At the commitbes, I found that
rs, Dreughon (who was not the person criginally menticned to me)
hed besn named in Yctober, and thot her address was given as Albu-
quarque, N.Ms, Nobody at the committee seemed to lmow how tha
sppointment was made,

I was particularly intersstod in the Ii\ly the
Demoeratic organization in Puerto Rico was mede up, since I had
heard from en AAA offieclel here that all employees, even down to
sugor appraisers who will determine how much the farmers get, muxk
in connectlon with the suger reduction, must be appointed on recom=
mendatlon of the Demxretic cormitteemen end cormitteewoman, As these
appraissra, for exemple, would work only sbout si® months for sbout
£1850 & month, you can see the possibilities of thelir being subject
to tha control of those who eppointad them or of thoss wlth money,
such as the sugar mllls, if great cere 1s not exerolsed in their cholce,

The whole situation is terrifically sgpraveted by the
roact thet the Demooratic organization there is not really responsible
to anybody, Thay do not t-ﬂ"l gfloga, there belng no Demo-
cratic party in loocel pol ul';ﬁ to do i1s deliver thres
(I think it 1s three) votes st the Damocrstic Natlonal Comvention, Of
gourse, Mr, Farley daﬁ: not have to worry ebout that, for any Puerto
Ricen would vote for “ocsesvelt at the convention, uniess it should
be some of the Chamber of Commerce orowd with whom the Horton="hittemorse
grm gooperate, And these pesopls, unt-irnl}' irrespcnalble to the
pe 8; have In thelr handas the destinles of Pusrto Rico.

& part of the letter which I 4id not have copled seidp

"It seems perfegtly nluf that there are at :‘.aut two
Enliu.tn toward Puerto Riloo: osevelt' s polioy and Farley's polioy.
nd they are completely opposed and peor Pusrto Rice suffers the
CONBAGUANoan " :

I might odd whet seems obvicus: That the Farlay policy
go far has complotely prevented the Ruu;fuh poliey from going into
effect in Puerto Rioco, Of course, I don't doubt that Jim Ferlay ia
a grand guy, but he does let the destinies of Fusrto Ricsns gat into
the hands of selfish incompetents == thus causing woerk for you and me,




lipg, Roosevelt-=8

If the local cormittee does not deday "pecommend"
or "ratify" the appointment of Mrs. Djaughon, focept Horton's
resignation from the committee, and "fecommend or'elect" De Pass,
the postmpster, to succeed Horton on the Natlonal Committes, 18
there anything on earth that can be done to keep the committee
there from remaining in the hands of the Whittemore=Horton com=
bination? It seems that the paying jobs ere elready concentrated
in the two families, Horton 1s srriving in New York today, incldentally.

Ygturally, J am very curious about that the "big
sppointment in Puerto Rleco fop Dennis Chavez is, I shall be asking
lir, Farley sbout that when-he sees the press agaln.

I still don't lmow what to wear at your party.

I st4ll hope you are resting, although this letter
would seem to contradlet that,

Please give my love to all the i‘ulkﬂ.

Love to you,




#2 nsen by Farley and Whittemore for
Dem. national committeewoman ) folso nationnl committeegan
Murtha H, nrau.[hmﬂu the daughter of Hortm, the ittorney-Ceneral, find =
tho wife of Donald Draughon, Marshall of the Federal Court., YHor younger sim-
tor 1 s employed in the NHA here.

She 1s at presant in Albugusrque Whers she hss bean for a yesr om eccount
of an etteok of tuberoulosis which freed her to resign the position im the
departcent of Englieh at our University's College of irleulture in Meyapugs.
This position she assumed when Wrs.Vhitte'ore res 1t to become Colleector
of Customs. The Hortons and Whittemores are friendd’'of meany yeurs' stond ing fro
Mayaguez, and are establishing an imterlocking direotorate of the naticpmal and
a0 far as posalble insylar positions im Fuerio Hico. lHowever, 1% 1s at present
Vre,Oraughon's intemtion £ returnm home--she is sald to be completely cured--
in the latter part of December. During Chavéx' cmpalgn she spoke for him
two or thres times, All this imformation about hear New Usxican sotivities ia
conteined in an alrmeil letter of hers to lMre.Dooley which Vrse. D. received two
days ago and whigh she authorized me to guote to you. More about the 1let.er
latear. kra. Drenghon also saye 1%t that she understends that Chavez 1& %o
be gonsoled for his defest in New Lexico,agecrdiny to informet fon which she
apparently eoneiders mthoritative, by a big appointment in Fusrto Rleo.

In thip letter she makes it wery clear how she was selected am Jean's
sugceasor, The Looal Comcdttes bere does nét evenm krow that she hae been ap-
poited! Mre.Dooley krows it beoeuse of Mra.Draughon's own letter. Just %o
show you=--the eommittes heres is to meet Monday (the day you get this letter)
at 4,30 to take up the guestion of a recmmendation for Vrs. ¥ hittemore's
sugoessar! Mrs. Drsughom says thet when Farley passad through dlbugusrque, he
lunghed with her snd her husband, who wu» visiting her theee at the time.
Farley asked her then who should be Committeswoman, would she ascept, adding,
dccaording to her, that he wouldn't scnsider eppointing anyone slese. 4And that
is how she was sppointed. Mo cme here has been offlelally informed, much less
consulted; snd her name has never been mentioned nor eaven thought of [(exoept
by Jesn and Papa) as a possibil'ty. Kobody was asked to recommend her mor
endorse her.

L]

Then Mrs.Docley besrd of Mrs.Drsughon's eppointment,she went at omee to
Horton snd ssked him about it. He sald that "Farley wents Martha' and that - 2
of course he would resign his own place immsdiantely 1f the appointment is econ-
firmed. Mre.Doolsy said she thoupht 1t was pretty low for his own family to
push hi= off the Com:ittes and he shrivellsd up a little rore and said nothing
Then ¥rs,Doolay went to De Paam, the San Juan postmestar (formerly poctmaster
at Vaysguex and so o part of the Mayagusz growp . lis wife holds & clerkship
under Draughon in the office of the Marshall of the Court.) She told De Fass
that this apointment meemsd inc redibls, no reascn for it snd ssked hie support
for Urs.Bourns as Netional Cosmitteswoman. [De FPass asked in horror, “But,Mre.
Doolesy, we soull msver support Mra 1 Zhe is the person responsiile for
the aprointment of Dr. JFadin as oner of sducat ion!* Then, trylng anothsr
task, Mre.Jooley poinmted cut the bad taste, to sey no more, of mving futher and

* doughter represent uerto Rleo, "(h,that's all right ,” sald De Pasn."I've gone

over all that with Domald Drsughon. I'11 te mamed in Horton's place!® (He ia
not ot present s member of the looal Committes and the Committes kmows mothing
about this. 2tk It's just & sweet litdle plan of the Hortop-Shittemore huddle--
even thourh in this instanse dirueted against the poor old besad of the Horton

elen.) *




L)
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From The Prooeedings of the Damceratic Netlonal Comvention of Chicepo,l932
lpp-m"'lﬂ}t

4 Motion unanimoualy adopted presented by Semstor C.C.Dill, "ihenaver a wagancy
coours it mhmarkk shall be filled by the dimtrict comnittee.”

Troy, the ruling approved by t e Insular Damocrs tic Conventlon,fen Juan, May,l932:
*The Exsecutive Committes shall serve from the end of one insuler Conovention

to the end of the next imsular Convention; all wacamecies for whatever ceuse

will be filled by the rmmaining members of the Xxecutive Co mittee and reported
accordingly % the next imsular conventicn.”

-

Aboyt Martha Drenghon herself, There is nmothing apgal nst ber, absolutely,
except ecmplete politieal inexperience amd her father and her husband and the
fast that other people better quelified have & better right to the plase.che
is young,pretty,very intelligent, &n honor graduate from this University for
her Ysster's degree; wos born here,speaks Spanish as well as inglish--is in
fact perfectly fitted for the position whish she held,inglish teacher in Jean's
pleace 2t Mayaguez, There is no earthly remson for making her the natiompal
cazaittoewoman except that Jeen wunte her in order to eontlnue to duminate
the Committes dndirectly. (Tean has sald to frieods bere, by the wWgy, that,
she, Jem, has mors influence 'with Farley than sny other person in- the U.S,
has!) Jean herself by the way took her sabbatiecal ycar from Mayaguez, with
cur poor University's momey, took on at the seme time a job im Demceratie
headquarters in Fes York; end failed in the k.A, exsmipations from Columbia
for whieh she had been granted the sabiatical! She 1s a fraud eapd & cheat
cloar through. Mertha Draughon is not that---but she 18 Horton's daughter,
Draughon's wife, and Jean'a tool.




i Duteuber LU, 4934 | L

beer hubys
wrse hovsevelt Luvugnt jou
wodld be lutercoted ia wiss ILluats
: esgluu;tiuu. wiid yuu Folura tue
letier alter you daVe Iowa 407

wLineeluly goulidy

o3l

wlue Rupy biucs

hwtivusl Precss bulidiug

wasliiligton : i
H L u L2




\ | RUBY A. BLACK
AT K LG BEL N A @
WASHINGTON, D, €,
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December 12, 1934,
Ighr Tommies

I om returniné{;iola Ilma' ter,

I wish she had explained the citizenship
mix=up,

Thank you very much for lettimg me see it,

I kept on forgetting to write Jane's acceptance
ot home and likewlse Torgetting to bring note paper to
the office. So I have very improperly answered on the
typewriter on office paper, but I suppose tha-acceﬁtanéi
will reach the soclal buresu eventually after going
with the business letters.

Yours sincersly,




RUBY A. BLACK
LN RN E
WASHINGTON, D. C.
824 Hational Press Bldg.

TELEFHONE ]
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J,,f’ Docenbor 26, 1934,

Daar llra, Hoosavelt:

The grend blankets appeared on the Christmas
tbee yesterday morning. My ount, who 1livds with me now, had
concesled the pockage until Uhristmes, They came Just as my
cheap ones were falling apart, so they wore Just In the nlck
of time, besides being so besutiful and besides its belng &o
smest of you to think of me, I love the Christmas cord, too.

I didn't send you any “nristmas pr?sﬂnt. I couldn't -
£ind anything I didn't thinlk you had, ond 1 didn t lmow snybody - .
you might like me to send a present to in lieu of you. Anyhow ,
I hope you have a perfectly awell 1935, and if there is snything I
gen do to make it sweller, just ask me.

Jene seems to be nearly well, snd I hope she will \\
be entirely so in time for the parby, for she 1s looking Torward
to it. FEvery time she sees the Vhite H_use, she says, Vell, thet
1a the White House. They have portles there, Can I o to a party?"

I wish I could sometime write you & note without
asking a favor, but ==

Mr, Kuriysma, correspondent for the Tokioc llchl-lilchl
and enother Jspsnese paper which are clients of the Unlted Press,
is here, e wents you to give a lew Yoar's ﬂassgge to the women
of Jepan == through his papers, of course,. e sugrests thot you
nlght say from 100 to 300 words about whot Jepanese women can do
for peace, of what the women of Jopan and the Unlted Sfetes can
do to improve internationsl unRderstending end good wille or /[
course, he would 1lilke to cable it in time for publlcation on L‘"‘
Jonuary 1, getting it by December 30, if possible, If you feal
that you can do_this, please let me Mmow, ond I will get the atate= .
ment for him, it is not to be used on the United Preas wirea, as Au
I understend it, but simply to go %o these two Japanese papers. d'

Much love,
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON
FEDERAL LEGISLATION FOR BIRTH CONTROL

FAMMED TO SECURL AMENDSERT OF FEDERAL LAWS wWHICH OBSTAUCT
FPHE ADMIMIBTRATION OF STATE LAWS ACLATING TO BIATH CONTAROL

[T, DR 1343 W, STREET, N.W
MRE. MARGANET SANGEA 3 5
P, WASHINGTON, D.C.

VL CHA A=
HES, WALTER TIMME
WOW FOSE STV
DR JOMN RARDOLPH HATHES k.1
L0 AMGELEN, CALIP API‘i 19, 1935
MRS, DESTER P, AUMSEY
WorrALD, - T,
MBS, §. FOSTER HUNT
FaSVIDDRIL, B I,
BECEETaSEY
MAS ALELANDIR C, DICK
WEw ToER ST

P Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt
ey The White House
AT TS FRANCES 8. ACHERMAMM Washington, D.C.
HRS AR erauen My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
RS, ETHEL CLTOE I have followed your work for the unfortunate,
i e particularly women and children, with great admira-
i tion., It prompts me to ask for the opportunity of
it discussing with you the hardship imposed by the pre-
s s sent Federal laws on contraceptlon.
EEwvEE, DOLD. # =
ELLEN F. LEGHS, M. B, - Our tragically high maternal death rate, and
Iy the large and inereasing number of abortions are due,
O el in great measure, to ignorance of reliable birth
J. DELLINGER BARWEY, M. 0 control information.
20040 B, SULK, B, 5.
e C You are no doubt familiar with the book The
rowson, o Rhythm, setting forth the principles of the "safe
RO S NN, N, & period’ method of family limitation. This book,
s0in £, ERBHARN, W 5, printed with Ecclesiastical Approbation, has been
oot dsclared mallable by a ruling of the Foast Office
e Department. Though the method holds out great prom-
watuington, 5. 0. i1se, 1t 1s not yet sufficiently tested to be re-
T 1iable. On the other hand, medical books on contra-
i ceptive technique, written by outstanding author-
. SHELTON HORSLEY, 4.0, 1ties for the medical profession, are unmallable |
CLARENCE B, INGEAAM, &, O under the law.
BESYES, COLORAZS
EEITH ELY JELLIFFL, M. B, L
PR Lt I should be most grateful for the cpportunity
aruant, 4. of discussing this matter with you informally and
o —— confidentially, Your thoughts on this subject,
ADOLE MEYER, M. 0. which has been cloase to my heart for over twenty
WILLIAN ALLEN PUSCY, ¥. 0 years, would be most helpful.

ALEEANDER RANMDALL, &, O
LIRS T ST A

ATLANTS, B,

~ : Sincerel ]
w. P SHALLEWBERGER, W © f”,"’;}" 'y ¥ youra,

POHN W, STORES. M. 0.
PeLaSdLPEi, PA.

FRED J, TALSS0, M. D.
AT LOU, =D,

WOREIE W, YAUE, M. 0,
rEARELPE, Pl

L

M, WILL N, D,
g TOEN B

WILTON O WINTERSITE, M, D
W EaEE, CDRR,

@ 'MJLWJMW": A

P ‘ Margaret Sanger




B2 ¥ Biakaias Toasy @i
N~ Asril 18, 1935,

" Desr Irs, Rocsevelt: .M 3*’5*” -

Tnclosed is the letter .aich I ior ot to teke to you
Hondny. Since I sl.eyg tell Jou the uhole truth asbout Zny=-
thing that I brin: to Four rtiention, I wish to report that
I suggested ths ﬁrs > write this letter, after L telked with
her about the curTent anomelous situation, and after she told me
some of her difficulties in getting an interview with the Presie
dent -- even with no publicity. She has assured me the t there
will be no publicity on her telt with you, if she hes one.

I elso wisa to take up with you one imsortent metter, and
one wninpordsnt -- but not troublesome -- BAL f e I rpim—

Thne inmportant thing: I an not sure of the extent to which FOUE
trust oy objectiveness in Pucrto Riean effsira, but I cive Jou ‘my
word thrk, thile T am €latinetly & partisan for the Rooseveltian
Frogreu in Puerto Rico, I cen see end hear and telk without reJort-
ing, end I crre, not for political acvantese, but for efrfectivensss,
Rizht now thin-s are in a very bed stete, due to the revolt of the
Coalition, thelr refusal to eaoperste in lew Deal legielstion,
ané their desire (not unnaturel, of course, but frustrated, so
far) to use both the PTIRA and the work-relief _ rogrem (including
the Chardon Plen) as politicel zechines in the 1938 elactions,

But thrt is not the purpose of oy writing., I should like to ask
thet sometime, any hour of any day or nicht that is convenient %o
you, rrou ive some uninterrupted time, ewry from the White Fousa

> end from sociwl Fienities, ot my house, st Dr. ”rutning*a, or
anywhere -ron night ceslznete, to tulk with wme and Zrnest Gruen-
ing rbout the real sitw tion tiers. If you want to tall ~ith
Dr. Gruening in mr absence, I should be 5lad to lyave you alone
vor wastever btime you may wish, of course. I care, not fur scoobas
or polities, but for the first chence Puerto Rico hes had to pake
itself self-sunporting end self-respecting. This arrangement
c¢An be mede through me, but I.am willing: to step out at any moment
convenient to you and/or Dr. Gruening.

The unimportant thing: Sometime in June, the Alexmndria Bsso-
cistion is having a tour of interesting and historic houses in
Alexandria for the benefit of a fund to elean up the waterfront and
establish parks snd pleygrounds. My house is (due to my wealmindede
ness and my hope that sometime thers will be a pleyground convenient
for Jane) on the tour. Mrs, @hatles Beatty Moore, daughtes of "y
Rep. Andrew Jackson Montague of Richmond, is in charge. She asked me
if you would cunsider being a "sponsor." Among thoae who have ]
alresdy conrented to be sponsors age Lady Lindsay, Mra, Hull, Mrs.
Swanson, Mrs. Roper, Mra, Tckes, and Mres, Uern, ir ¥ou would con-
sider it, and tell me so, then she will write you the formal letter,
But she wented me to mek you first. So I do, but don't feel that
this #s somuthing which should trouble you 0o much. It would be
nige, snd might bring some people, I found, to my chegrin and
emusement, people were more intereited in %he rug
on wiich lfrs. “osevelt sat and pleyed with the bapy than in the
fine mantelpiece and floors, and the stagecomch waybille which I had
framed for the occasion. So maybe you could add something to our
playground fund by letting your name be printed, Flease unddrstand
that an unauthorized story in the “lexandria Gazette, and nothing I .
enid, publicized the Tug.

Remind me to tell you what the taxi driver said about you,
d Rebecca T r;g L -
which delichted Rebecca Wast, G- ﬂﬂ(l t




A\

\.
) T?“i”m
RUBY A. ELACK,_.X ;

B £ E OGS f
WASHINGTOMN, 0. €. Aft
824 Hatlonal fress Bldp, ﬁ rw
L

TELEPHOME

DISTRICT Toag NEWS Bumgau

i

'I.

\ April 25, 1935, \
Dear Mra, Roosevelt: J/

The situation in Puerto Rico, snd the
situation here, in Washington, In relstion to Fuerto
Rico, have reached a point where it 1s vital that rrompt
end declslive action be taken to prevent the complete
wreckage of the administration's plans there and the
final coilhpsa ef all hove for economic reconstructlon

and security,

Sgnator Munoz Marin s here snd 1s very
anxious to talk over the whole situation with you. I
assure you that it 1s of tremendous lmportance.

Could you give adequste and uninterrupted
time to talk it over with him with a view to getting some=
thing done? Could you come to my house sometime soon, say
for dinner &m with him and me, or could you come after dinner
and spend the evening talking it over, with no other people
there? Or i1s there some other way in which the same end
can be sccomplished? '

The situation here has apparently got to the
point where only the President can breal the log jam, Con=
fusions, delays, stoppages, misrepresentationa, highly paid
propaganda by sugar interests, and a thousand other well-nigh
incredible circumstances combine to render & peopls helplaas,

Senator lMuncoz Marin believes that the
situation can be solved definitely snd speedily, but it
cannot be done without your help and that of the Fresident,

Of course, he and I are at your command, and
any time 1s acceptable to us,

Youra as ever,




RUBY A. BLACK /
2TV KELCDE B ELLDIRE b '
|

WASHINGTON, D, ::l."
g24 lational “ress 3ldz. ]

SIRTHICY 7038 - ,i/ ] NEWS BUREAU
\LP

May 15, 1935, P .
JFﬁ,wﬁ-tﬁy

4144&%4#’ veloe)
Deor Lrs, “oosevelt:

Puerto Rlco seems to be gobting, the ¢ 4
run-spound scaine “‘hat which the -resident, Ickes, and :
Curmiinzs approve 1s disapnroved by ilcCarl,

The Governor, it seems, 1if trying to
esteblish his complete suthorlty and teke over sll the
Interior Department and the TFRA are trying to dow= and
not only "taks ovee” but block, forestall, and counteract.

While the fresident saw Dr. Gruening with
Senator Luils lunoz Marin, the ihterview was chiefly with
Senstor Munoz ‘“arin, and, whille longer than the usual intervlew,
was all too brisf to diseuss everythinz. DBesildes, new obatacles have COome o

You suggested to me and Senstor Munoz darin
that, 1f something did not happen, definitely, soon, we might |
tell you, ard you might invite Dr. Gruening to dinner at a timel i
when he oould really talk freely and fully with the Fresident., |
Wle think the time has arrived, that the matter 1s urgent, and l
that no commitments be made to the Governor until this %4slk is
helds I have not consulted Nr. Gruening sbout this, but I lmow
he would be glad of the opportunity to talk the whole situstion
over with the fresident, I

#ith belgted thanks for the most sorgeous

Esster 11illes I ever say, I am

Yours devotedly, (Eij*‘bf’




Getager 16, 1535

Da.r fudys
“ouy thonga for your tolezram on
ay clpdodey, I i sorry 81 % 7ou .elt
'1 was ;:.."L.{r to Z.ve a birthd.y amy
fraa T.shington, but 1f you could see
wa2 Y %e House you woull rezlize ‘h.t
ony &iad of & 4.7 In Tishiogton it
aras it 13 out of the ruestiont

I wid looging forrord to uexing
ro. wton I get buex liater in tho zonth.

sflection  tely,

Yiss Ru'y Black

National p
Washington = - iding

e T N R T
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Danr Lodys

1 thought the folloming copy of & lattor from Iuis lhunoz Marin
mlight 4Anterest you. Helgeson is & former bootlagger who is monaging
aditor of the Teshington Herald. Sommers is o former bgotlegpmer and
repular thup=-obout=town who was hired by the “erald as its contact 4
with the underworld in &ts effort to solve the mistalen-ldentity
murdsr of 1ts earrier, Wilson. The "score" Hearat has spainat Ernest
Gruening is that Frnest won a 1libel suit egainst him during the wap,
and céllscted o lerge sum, thus dilstingulshing himself from most of
the neople who got 1ibel judgments sgainet “esrst, That sult roae
out of a terrible and nesty newspeper flght between s X Hearst
paper and the “erald or the Tribume, of which Ernest wes mensging sditor
8t the time. ‘ere 13 ILuis's leatter:

Zan Jusn, Oct. 21, 1935,
Dear Buby:

You rmust forgive me for not wrlting before; thinga have been
very hectlec and work hes been hard. I hove been busy ss 8 bird dog.
I shall heve to wrlte at length later sbout the genersl asitustlion.
Sulffice 1t tc say tket now thet the Plan, although slow In gettlng
undar woy, 18 meking as rach hesdwhy 88 1a posslble in the maze of
unnecessary legal coppllcatlona end limitetlons -- unnecesszary In the
gense of belng inspplicable to condltlons here.

+ am heving a 1llttle trouble with =zome of the old-lins
Liberal lasdera who evidently believed that *+ wra deceiving the
adminiatration and the people here when L said "no petronape politics
in the Plen," They seem to thinlc that L soid this in order to
obtain the funda end now thet the funds sre hore, it is time to take
off the mask and soll in. The newer eloment In the party, however,
1z In fine shopa,

How I want to concentrate on o apecific situstion thet comes
up &nd requlres quleck and Intelligent sctlon. Two deys apgo there
arrived here one lr. fay Holpgeson, seld to be edltor of the “Tesh=
ington Yereld, with s compenion nomed Stedley L. Scommers. Here they
were met by a8 young lady who has been fere for several waslka by the
nama of Miss Loulse Pein who wes trying to get on frisndly terms
wlth Ernest CGruening the night before he left thias time. All
raputedly represent the 7 shington Harald, Yn the night of ths
errival of lalgeson and Bommers, 1t seems thet one of them, while
drinking with Victor Outlerresz; without realizing who ha waa,
ravesled that they were hera to sebtle an old soore of Mry learst's
wilth Ernant'!g. Balgnaom, I believe, has left; the others remain,
They will probobly writs o sarles of articles, or one of thenm nill,
pbout the reconstruction vrogram. I don't lmow What thers sttitude
will be towerd the nrogrem, but they will certoinly try to do
Fromeat as mich harn o8 possibla, I seem to remember that the
W,shington Herald hns done o certsin smount of dirty work for theo sugar
producers during the lost yesr or so. L don t remember 4f 1t woas
the “ernld thot published the sneclsol edithon ogeinst the Jones-Cos=
tigan Aot (Note: It wes, end John Lambort hea been writing e lot
of stuff misrepresenting the plan =-- R), but + do remember that the
ligrald hes run o nmugtber of articles giving en entirely felse impres-
aien of theo situstion here,

— e — 1




Daor Ledys

1 thought the following copy of a letter from Imis lumoz Merin
mlght interest you. Helgeson is a former bootlegger who is meneging
editor of the Veshington Herald. Sommers is & former bootlagper and
repuler thug-sbout-town who was hired by the “ernld ms its contact d
with the underworld in dts effort to solve the mistaken-identity
murder of its carrier, Tilson., The "score" Hearst has spainst Hrnest
Gruening i1s that Frnest won & 1ibel suit against him during the war,
and collected a lorge sum, thus distinguishing himself from most of
the neople who get 1libel judgments sgainut ‘esrst, That suit rose
out of 8 terrible snd nesty newspaper £ipht between 8 NY Hearat
paper and the “erald or the Tribune, of whish Ernest waas menaging editop
6t the time, fere 1z Inla's latterp:

San Mn, DCto 21, 1935,
Lear Buby:

You rmat forgive me for not writing beforej things hawe baen
very hectle and work hes been hard. 1 have been busy sas a bird dog,
I shall have to write ot length later sbout the generel aitustion,
Suffiee it to say that now thot the Flon, slthough slew in getting
undar way, 18 meking sz much hesdwsy a8 1s possible in the maze of
unnecessary legel complications snd 1imitotions == unnecessary in the
gense of belng Inspplicable to conditions hoare,.

_ L am having a 11tt)e trouble with some of the old=1lins
Liberal lesders who svidently believed that + woa deceliving the
sdminfstrstion and tho people here when L anid "no potronage politics
in the Plan." They seem to think that L sold this in order to
obtein the funda end new that tha funds are hore, 1t is time to take
off the mesk and aail in. The newer eloment 1n £ha rarty, homever,
is in fine shape,

flew I went to concentrate on s speglific situstien thot comea

up and requires guielk ond_Intelligent sction., Two deys 8po there
errived here one lir. fday Holgeson, said to be editor bf the “Tash-
ington ‘lareald, with o compenion named tedley L. Sommers. Here they
mere met by o young laedy who hos beon hers fop several weeks by the
nama of Miss Loulse Ppin who waos trying to get on friendly terms
wilth Ernest Gruening the nizht before he left this time. A1l
reputedly reprasent the 'T,shington Harald, the night of the
arrival of Er.rl%auan ond Gommers, it seems thot cne of them, while
drinking with Victor Gutierres, without realizing who }'ﬂ waa,
ravenled that they wero here to sahtle an old score of Lpy dappstts
with Ernea Holgoaon, I balleve, hes left; the others remain, |
They will probably write n series of asrticles, or one of thenm nill,
sbout the reconstruction crogram, I don't lmow Whot thers attitude
will be toward the program, but they will certoinly try to do
Frneat as mich harm ns possible. I seem Lo remember that the i
W.shington Herald has done o cartoln emount ¢f dirty work for the sugny
producers during the lost year or 80, 1 don t remerber if 1t was
the “arnld thet published the sneoinl aditdon sgeinst the Jones-Conm-
tigan Act (Note: It was, end John Lambort has been writing » lot
of stuff nisrepresenting ths plan =~ R), but * do remember that the

rald hos run o nuiber of articles givs.ng &n ontirely felse impres-
slon of the situstion herpe,




It might be useful to get & good picture of the whole
connection. erhaps the recent travels to 'Washington of ‘rs,
Whittemore, Horton, and Draughon may also have a connectlon with
this ™

0f course, sny dirty sepkz business attempted by the Hopala
will not do any harm to Ernest or to the reconstruction plan with
the ‘resident, who knows the situstion, and )mows Ernest. But 1%
mey do conslderable harm with “ongress, especlally in relatlon
to the bill authorizing the funds to be spent more slowly snd
wisely. I should 1ike to get the low~down on this ‘iashington “erald
situation if you can get 1t, with the possible connectiona sugiosted
and I should 1like to get &s quickly ass possible your advice as to
the best manner of meeting such & campalgn.

It occurs to me that the reconstruction program in Fuerto
Rico 18 of sufficilent importance lor the Scripps=Howard papers to
send down & liberdl-minded, impartlial correspondent who might tell
the truth about 1t, either sirmltaneously with the Wghhington
fersld or sometime after. As you k?uw the AP and UP correspondents
in Puerto Rico very seldom lmow what 2 really happenling and have a
conservative tendency that makes thelr reports wvaluselecs to
any one really trying to ascertain the truth,.

Cordially,
Inis

/7
A %




November 1, 1935 ]

Dear Ruby:
Fi.n. $hinks the letter you

sent should go to Dr. Grueulng. Have

you sent a oopy i’a him or shkould I7
' Affeotionately,

Miss Ruby Blao
B24 Hntimlll Prua mildins

Washington, D. C. LD




"THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 30, 1935,

MEMORANDUM FOR
MRS. ROOSEVELT

I think this, or the
information in it, should be passed
~ along to Gruening,

F. D. R,

T7.'H;' /y %r/rff ff’zlﬁ"."d/ ‘
5/ i, \/ o riz ol “f','/

e




December E'J',' 1935

Dear Ruby:

I think the sorap basket
is too lovely aund I have already put
it in its plecc in my eitting room.
You were sweet to think of me end I
em looking forwurd to seeing you be-
fore longe.

Affectionately,

Miss Ruby Bleack
2l1% Prince Street i
Alexandria, Virginia S5:DD




Juruury 4, 1936

DaarX Fubys ol k

You the letter
wrieh I g:}t fr&r fs ADouls Rupnel, I apg

sorry it 13 not me moournging.
urmtiﬂnately,

-
-




Jamuary 17, 1936 /

Dear Ruby: | 3
I will see Mr. Munoz-Marin

et five o'clock on Tuesday, the
twenty-firat.

Affectionuately,

Miss Ruby Blaok
824 Netional Press Building ?
Waeshington, D. C. : % DD
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EVEMING GAIETTE, / { aky ;
Wesssvter, Mate, RusY A, BLack [ ' e PAEREOAZETH,
LA DEMOCRACLA, NEWS BUREALU F STATE JOURMAL,
o o et Rl 824 MATIONAL PRESE BUILDING Mgy .
EVEMHING JOURMAL, POST.CRI HT,
Jamesiwan, N, ¥, WASHINGTON, D. €. ESCE 43
LEADER-TELESRAM, o TRIBU
Ess Claire, Wis. : Distaict 7O I-':i'l‘: Wi,
DAILY NORTHWESTERN,
Ok, Wis.

January 16, 1936,

Dear Mrs. Rooseveltt

Senator Luls Munoz=Marin of Puerto
Rico is here. He would like to mske a "progress report"
to you on the progress of reconstruction == and to sub=
mlt to any questdoning you may care to do,.

You een reach him through me, or at
the DmPont Circle Apartments, Decatur 6201, Apt, 1221 -=
but I rather imasgine it will be easier to resch him
through my office, as he is out working most of thn.
time, and I usually know where he is,

Yours as always,




LY

T ying : RUBY A. BLACK e
LA DEMOCAACIA, NEWS BUREAU /| sTare soumnat, |
“m:; J-:I:I:'N:.l.. M B24 NATIONAL PrEss BuiLDine ml‘m-cn:icr:::'
Jumuaiown, M, ¥. WASHINGTOMN, D. C. PRy 'Pﬂ;.
LEADER-TELEGRAM, o, TRIBUMNE,
Eiu Clisss, Wi DiaTEieT TOME La Chnusa, Wis
\ DAILY HORTHWESTERM,
Dabkash, Wis n
V!

February 17, 1938. ‘:iﬂ M 'P‘

Dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

I have a letter from Mrs, Glagdys W, Henderson,
of Austin, Texas, national president of Theta Sigma Phi, ;
national professional snd honorary fraternlfy Tor women m',fﬂ*
Journallsm, asking me discusa with you the possibility of
your belng present at the convention and being the speaker
gt the final banquet of the conventlon -- or at any other
time during the convention which would be possible for you.

SEe wents me to take this up with you befors the
National “Youncil sets the date of the convantion. She wants i
to Jmow if you could be there June 18, 19, or 20, You ses,
we have to fix the dates so as not to confllict with ﬂﬂllﬂgﬂﬁﬂfm#-""{
commencements, 1f possible, The other possible" dates for
them are June 25, 26, and 27, but I suspect you and I may
be somewhere sround Philasdelphia ot that time, don t you?

She ssks me to wire her if you®ould possibly be
there then. I em not sure whether the convention is to be in
Austin or in Dallas, but I think it is Dallas, kirs. Henderson
8ays In her lehter:

"The centennial folks would much prefer that lrs,
Hoosevelt come to Texas for our conventlon rather then to com

at the same time President Roosevelt does," J *‘.'“?”
I have also been asked again to help a chapter of VI 1
Theta =igma Fhl to get you ss a speaker nt a lotrix Table ﬁ.;'-'“ “
dinner. This time it is the University of Oklahoma, st 'Hurmnj i L
The girls there sare hopaful that, since you plan to be in /ot
Oklshoma sometime this spring, you mlght accept. They can ‘L! fub Eh
arrange & date to sult your conveniencs. : g e

e
I told them what I told the girls at larquette Uni= j fi!’ﬁl
vorsity, et lillwaukese, YWis.,, -- thet I am concentrating on f.{ :
asking you to go to the convention., I versonslly felt that o
it would be fine if you could go to Marquette, since that is Y]
an important Cathollic school, snd 1t might be helpful in Wism 6 p &' o
conaln and elsewhere. A =

My principal interest, in connection with katrix Tahluu{:!] -
however, 1s to try-to overcoms, if possible, the results of
the unfortunate and utterly irresponsible sction of the chapter !ur G
at Columbus, Ohlo, which occurred, I belleve, during the first Rt

ar of the sdministration, Ieslly, tho pest of Thots Sigma

hi (which 1s proud to have you sa an honorary member) is not ‘\ru \ 7
t
%

like that.,.




=

Hra,., ®oosevelt =-- 2

ligat of the chapters, both undergrsduste and alumnase,
conaslst of serlous and Intelligent girls trying to succeed in
Journallism, snd any help or encouragement you could zive them
would be grand. Hlumnae chapters sre ofton influentiasl in
their cities,

During my elght years as edltor of the magezine, The
Latrix, and my two yesrs as nationsl president of Theta Yigma
Fhi, I did everything I could, gquite in vain, to lkwep the
Columbus chapter from doing things that gzive us a black eye.

If you have adopted a poliecy of not attending any
latrix Tables, I hope you will not extend this nolicy to
other meetings of Theta “igma Phi., I wish you could attend
the netlonel convention and could let the glrls hear you whens
ever it is convenlent, or at least write an srticle ~-- as
short as you like == for The Matrix sometime. 'We'd like to
feel thet you do not blame the rest of us for vwhet one small
and unrepresentative proup did, end thot you are willing to
glve eny help you can to aspiring young or perspiring old
newspaper vomens

The Oklahome girls will write to you to ask if you
could come to them for a dinner, a luncheon, or any other
functlon during your visit to Oklehoma, '

Besides, I would 1like for as many ‘heta “igma ihi'a
to lmow you Bs poasibla, I'd 1like for everybody to Imow you,

Yours sincarely,

2




EVENING GAIETTE,
Warcesias, Mas. . RUBY A. BLACK -
LK DEMOCRACIA, ' -~ NEWS BUREAU STATE JOURMAL,
man, Fuarks fica 824 NaTIONAL PRESS BUiLDING Madiaanh, W
EVENING JOURMAL, POST.CRESCENT
Jamaviawn, H, . WASHINGTOMN, D, C. Appletns “-;
LEADER- TELEG R M, o ! TRIBUNE 7
e Cleiin, Wi, Disrmicr 7038 La Crases, Wi
/ DAILY NORTMWESTERN,
/ Dekhash, Wis,

March 24, 1838

ear Mra, Roosevelt:

I have been asked to write a book about the
Bocial Lobby in Washington., It 1s probably to be anonymous, not
through any wlsh of my own, eince I am willing to algn my name
to anything I am willing to write, but through the wish of the
publisher, who thinks an anonymous book will produce more sales.
8¢ this is condifential.

S8ince books produce little money for a long
time (if ever), every effort is being made by me, the publisher,
and (I hope) by George Bye, to sell various chapters (which must
be anonymous) to magazines, These must be sold in a hurry,} the
publisher wants to get the book out by October, That means I
must have all the manuecript in by July 1, and any magazine
articles must be published by October. Monthly magazines usually
take four to six monthe for publication after ascceptance,

One of the proposed chapters (and magazine articlea)
is called "The Social Lobby Calls On Mrs, Roosevelt", I have
written such an article, Some of it I know about through con-
nections I might possibly wel have had if you had not been so
kind to me. Some of i1t I could not have known otherwise., Doubt-
less you could, if you wished, contribute even more pointed
information.

I would not consider publishing, even anonymously,
without your consent, anything I know because of your frankness
with me and your generous consideration of aime in which I am
interested, ;

The article could be greatly improved if you
cared to glve more information (to be used without the slightest
intimatlion even to the publisher that you had furnished it or
consented to it) , and 1t might be greatly reduced in interest
if you eay that I cannot use parta of 1it,

Could you glve me time soon to read this pro- |
posed chapter (which might also sell as a magazine article) and |
give me the benefit of your criticism, deletions, amendments,
and suggestiona 7

I am available at any time you can see me --
and 1it,

| - Yours failhhfully,

e




A )

Dear Ruby:

Magy thanks for writin; me about
the invitation to go to the Uni
_Hrilﬁlﬂ to speak during their Journalism
oek, I would like to do this but the
month of May is already so rilled with
engagements I do not feel I can promise
oven one mores thing. [

Affeoctionately,

Miss Ruby Black
B24 FNational Press Bullding oD

Washington, D. C.
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Dear lira, Roosevelt: L
T 1 -"T LI ’f :
oday s second request: N i J
o

Frank lartin, head of the School of Joumal-\k & o\ 3
ism et the University of lissourt, has written to Lyle "-'filson; :
head of the United Fress buresu here, asking him to find out
if there 1s any chance to get you teo address the school's
anmual Journalism YWeek, sometime in May conveniont to Fou,

This annual event attrscts importent editors -
from all over the world, end sometimes from foreign countriss,
It, therefore, 1s not the same thing as merely sddressing a
school of journalism or a Thets Sipma Phi chapter.

I shall be gglsd to transmit eny information
you may care to let “ommie telephone me on this subject.

Yours with love,

bt

And how to you manage to ride in shirt sleeves
today? |

—_—————




Hr.. Fr“lnﬂ-iﬂ D- Eﬂ“waltl
Hyde Park, New Tork, |
|
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Daur lips, Roosevolb:

: I hate to trouble you with this, but I know Loumie
won £ gilve 1t to you untll she lmows you are asble to stand it,

I heve never felt as hopeless sbout Puerto Rico as
I now feel --= desolate, often sleeplessly -= becsuse always before I
have had hope 'I!'.h& fealing thet all the fresident's pood will and the
administration s study would eventuelly correct mlstakex snd solve the
problem, &s nearly as 1t can be solved without & resl solution of the
population problem. The most horrible situstion results from & series
ol blunders beginning wlth the introductlon of & very bad and unfalr
independence bill lest fApril == 8 Bbill actually congeived in a spirit
of "We'll show 'em," snd so drafted.

This letter is from Barl Hunson, representative of
the “stional Rpuources Committee in Puerto Rico., HNarl is of the wellsknown
Hanson fémily of explorers, techniclsnas, etc. He hes mede sclentifilc,’
economic, and scclal invasﬁigutiﬁnﬂ in many countries of South America
in Icelend, in the United States, For the Carnopgle Institutlion, in 1932,
he wrote an enalysls of the Letitla war between “olombila snd Peru which
brought praise from Ry Ecuador, snd U.S5. Depertment of Stete officisls,
He helped wrlte the lisslissippi Valley leport, snd wrote the-enclosed
report. He speaks Spanish excellently, end has spent mach time with
Spanish~spesking people, likes them, underatands them,

I'wish the Fresident could ssk him to come tallk with him
sbout the situstion. The request for him to do so should not go through
Dr, Gruening, for two reasons: One which is implicit in the roport; and
the other bagause he 18 not under Dr, OGmiening s Juprladletion, but under
that gf the Netional Resdurces  Committee, with lr, ~1lot as his irmediste
sup rior,

1
Esrl s letter 1s léng, end somewhat ddteiled, But I

could write seversl longer doocumenta, outlining similar blundera about
which L know personally, Besides belng sed sbout Puerto Rico's fate, I
am very sad becsuse of what seems to have hlgpanﬂd té the mental and

emotional processes of my gld friend ¥Wrneat Gruening, whose dppointment
I hesrtily recommended to Secretsry Ickes and who, I thought, could not
be excelled for the positions to which he wes appointed,

All my love, and best wishes for your complete rest, |




Hulecy £squ, Lafayette
Santurce, F. R,
September 21, 1936

Dear Huby:

I'm sorry to near they scalped you, TYou want to
lock out for the horses,.

1 hope to see you in mwashington sane time in Uctober
where 1'm due on business, much of my time these days is Bpun%
wondering how Long I will be connected with the Puerto rican

job., I know the matlonal Hesources uamilttee i1s not too anxious
to have its representative here, where things are happening; L
don't feel at home with Ernest uruening any more; my continued
friendship for Luls Mufioz Marin has branded me as an independen-
tist; feeling and tension over the independence lssue are running
so high that L may soon be squeezed out because 1 will not play
the game of the wories who seem to me to be doing everything in
their power to make the situation infinitely worse than 1t ought

toy be.

vhe rHHA ia now showing symptoms or the usual trend.
the erusade 1s over, - now 1t becomes a question of holding jobs
instead of doing them, .1 am frightfully worried over the whole
gituation here in ruerto fico, think it is rushing toward blood-
shed var{ rapldly, and think fhat the united States government,
through its representatives here, 1s largely to bleme, Lo you
mind if L try to think on paper for your benefit¥

4 Tew weeks ago they had the machine guns out, look-
ing very sllly with nothing to shoot at. <whe pgqna Was SWAIll=
ing with policemen, armed to the teeth, and police cars were
oruising all over san Juan, ‘housands of Yuerto #icuns, proud
of being the most peacerul people on earth, were horrlbly be-
wildered and offended over that display of armed strength, =

the idea of violence came into thelr heads then ror the rirst
time. (Speaking Spanish and liking the Latins, L am in direct
touch with a great many of the younger men here, who seeam to
$rust me, 4m in & rine positicn to Jjudge mental reactions rirst
hand,)

g what things have come to is that by this time there
is a useless and unnecessary njmgﬂgégggﬁﬁé aelvil war on hera.
vhe wovernor, being a warrior, can't fathom anything but phy-
slcal wars and thererore calls out the machine guns at the drop
of a hat., when nothing whatever happens, he probably pats him=-
self on the back Tor having prevented disorders. .n the eyes of
the ruerto Hicans he aotually makes a ool of himself and
squanders american prestige at a time when there is little
enough left and more than ever needed. 4lsoc he forces the
issue toward the motual bloodshed that he fatucusly belleves
he is preventing.

Luis is gaining strength eand popular support every
day, with his orusade for independence. He 1s now by the
mﬁ:i popular individual in ruerto Hleo, thougn th and
oocktall ocircles in =an Juan refuse to bellieve it and do




everything possible to run nim aown. iuis may tnink tnat

nis popularity 1is due %0 an overwhelming desire ror independ=-
ence. <that 1s not quite true; at iLeast tne issue is not clLear
in the minads or nis rollowers,

Luls also stanas ror aecency. ne is direct, frank,
outspoken, rull or integrity, .ieaves no dount apout what ne
means wihen ne says Anytning, and takes personsl respousibpility
Tor woat ne says ana aces, that 1s a new animsl 1n ruerto
rnlean polivles, 4t 1s nara o veil now many people rollow nim
pecause they want independence, and now many out of revulsion
agalnst tne usual cheap ruerto sdcan politicians wno nave nearly
always let tne island down in their socadying to mashington
pursaucrats, wertainly ne nas few roliowers wno oelieve in
inaependence at any price, aslbizu uvampos could get only 5000
on that platrorm, ‘“he difference between the hundreds or
thousanas wno rollow wula, and the five tnousand wno roiLlowed
Alblzu wnile ne was still @ man instead or a symboi, must be
expiained in terms or decency.

In thelr attictudes toward tne U,s., the two airfer
in this respect: alblzu tuougns tuut wToe nasIru tor independ=-
ence mesnv emmity or the U, 3, wuuls doesn't, in many respects
ne is the greatest rriend tae uvnlved otates nus uere, = not
omitting Washington®s authorized representatives,

1the wovernor can't see that, ably helped by the
ruerto Hican toadies who surround him, he thinks independence
is indagandanoe. in his mind the independentists are all
nationallsts, devoted to violence, 5o he insults them with
pedyguards and ‘guns and other indecent things that only drive
more people to Luls end decency, - with its corrollary of in-
dependence,

wruening is in an awful predicament that 1s not

apparent to people here, without Luis, the FHRA is a great
organization for spending nice federal money, and without an
1dea behlind 1t that can permit the ruertc ticans to eling

to i1t as something of their own., oy now uruening is socmebody
from whom thousands of people gladly accept the money that he
is paid to spend, witnout returning him their loyalty. oince
the rHHA 1s ah organization that was glven $40,000,000 for
putting across an idea, it 1s therefore on the road to dismal
failure, Lf urueni iinad up with Luls again, on the ground
that the desire for independence does not imply hatred of the
United States |perfectly valid ground), he would lose all sup-

ort from the governor, who ocan embarrass him no end and often

oss, 1f he ties up w{th the governor, he is on the side of
the forces that conasistently insult everything that stands for
Puerto tican integrity. Being all alone, lined up with neither
Luls nor the governor, he aggravates the situation still fur-
ther, At & tlme when people must have some kind of leadership,
some pollcy that they can cling to and depend on, they look

to the two symbols of american authority here, uru ‘and
winship, and fina them divided, and both of them milit&ntly
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“.?T'- lined up against the man who, by not being afraid to exercise
ey A e leadership, has made himself the outstanding symbol of ruerto
e nican integrity.

Lately Lrnest made the blggeat mistake or his sad
: '] career here, He began to dismlss from the riHA all the minor
. %" || employees he couia rind wnho nave ever, since they were hired by
| 1) the riRa, contributed a cent to Luls’ expenses, while the latter
e 35| was wor in washington for reconstructicn. ‘Lo me he wept
8 ?*1 erocedile tears over how the law rorces him to that tragle duty.
3 ; put it 1s seen very plainly by everybody that he kicks out only
3 the Little trellows, leaves the blg ones alone though they are all
"ok equally "gullty,” and he pleks ¥ on people who are, Or were,
-, || sympathizers of suls, L belleve that all collections for suias
/| were stopped in the P.H.H.a. after uruening issued an adminia-
. 111 trative order forbldding tnat kind or thing., wow he seema to
Y 3 {L interpret the order as having been retroactive and 1s dlscharg-
“.:'  ing people for having made eontributions betore it was issued,

There 1s a story running around that may not be true,

but that sets a mood nevertheless, shows how pecple are thinking,

/\ and is certainly true lnsotar as it motivates people and makes

} more tollowers for the deceney side. uruenlng and Buberman were
uvarna§$ talking and saying that the next elections here will be
a pleblscite and that tne rRAMs and the people with it should do
everything in thelr power to glve the "loyal americans" a chance.
1l believe the story because wruening and Huberman have lately
been running arcund with mon wuifones, who also hypnotized shea,
and who typltfies the present tendency of the coalitlonista to
take refuge in the most horriole kind of "patriotism” that mani-
fests ltself in persecuting all reople who talk about lndepend-
ence, ‘lhelr tying up with 4Yuirones is all the more fantastic
since that gentleman was only recently caught with hla ringera
in the jampot, in what can be interpreted only as an attempt to
defraud the U.d. government cut of $3,000., 1 was chairman of
the comnittee that held the hearings on that case, so L know
what I'm talking about, ‘he case against mon was hushed up,
but is common knowledge just the same, when people here see the
man acting as the governor's most trusted adviser, when they see
Gruening and his lawyers running around with him, echoing his
very words later, and evidently acting on his sentiments, they
gimply lose more ralth in the American govermnment, and swing to
1nﬂ:pendanne merely as & reactlion against that kind of a govern-
ment.

1l lmow Wulncnes gquite well, by repuation and through
actual contact. He is a very lcose kind or a playboy who lovea
to talk about himself and nis fellow “loyal americans”, but who
gonvincees me and thousands ot others that patriotism is the
last refuge of a_scoundrel., J.1n the last f'our months L have had
to deal with Juinones every time L had busineas with the gover=-
nor, though that business didn't in the least concern &. as the
head of the rubliec dService Uamnmlssion., He 1s obviously the
power behind the throne in the rortaleza, was long the power
behind Francls Shea, and is now beglnning to run Ernest. Yo a
large extent he lg the american government here, - or is at least
supposed to be, whioh is every bpit as bad,in the way it motivates
people and makes them lose respect for the U.S.
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a4t a critical time Like the present the ruerto slcans
get no Lleadership wnatever from the United States, can't rind who
the Leader is among the several that disagree among each other, 4
can put thelr ringer on no consistent v.s, polley, and see the
v.3, government as run by one of their own loosest playboys,
Everythlng they fail to rind where they ought to rind i1t, in the
representatives or the u,S.,, they rind in Luls, as the prophet
of independence.

i

the one .thing they got some months ago that they
theught they could cling to has later been shot to pleces. at
the time of the 1ydings blll, the administration was quoted as
saying that it the ruorto Hicans want independence they should
have it., 'Ihat was taken as a friendly gesture, 4s such, i1t has
been denled again and again sinece then,

41T the administration meant it, then where was the
treason in working for independence, and whay was albizu Uampos
tried for treasony 'Irying him for murder or insanity would have
had a Lot of popular support. 4Yrying him ror treason was teken
as 8 slap at ruerto Rlcan aspirations and eas a deniml of the
previous friendly gesture. ‘he fact that the policemen wno
shot the murderers of Higgs benind closed docors in the police
station are stiil in uniform and on duty belies everything that
is sald about American justice and law enf'orcement. So does the
fact that everything was stacked ,and obviously stacked  against
Alblzu at his last trial.

Hockwell XKent was here after the firat Albizu trial,
stayed at my house, He went to a cocktall party &t the rortaleza
where most of the Erouunutinn also attended., uame back horrified
over the cocktail levity at a time or serious national crisis,
also over the fact that the prosecution dragged out the jury pand
for the next trial and got e ynunﬁ ruerto Hican reactlionary to
check off all the names on i1t ot "loyal americans™ who might be
expected to vote for albizu's guilt. <vhat 1s another thing I
ocan testlfy to. Yhe young reascticnary is a friend of mine who is
very proud ot the part he played in the convietion of the Natlional-

lats.

ERsnsands-or-ruerte-nieans-take-that-as-a-persenai-in-
sult-t6-themy-and-a-number-of-them-have-yatked-to-mey-seriously
worried-abey —thﬂ-hiiiﬁﬂhoi-tﬂui-thiri!aa!-tu-auning;n--is-
being-feread-py-3he-governorig-aatiens,

If the governor means it (as he ought) when he says
that the pecple who shot Hlggs and who induiged in violence are a
very minute minority, that the great majority ot ruerto Hicans
are peaceful and rriandlrr woy doea he run around with & body-
guard blgger than Machado's ever was, and why does he call out

the machine guns at the drop of a hatv Thousands of ruerto
Hiocans take that as a perscnal insult to them, and a number of
them have talked to me, seriously worried about the bloodshed
tn:: they fear is coming, - 1s belng foreed by the Uovernor's
aotions,
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‘he horrible part otf 1t 1s that even now a decent

governor could clear the air, dispel the tension, get things

on & sound basis, and even glve the independence movement a
setback, in helf a day and without trouble or danger, U1 can'tg

rove it, but L know it Just the same, ‘the present rush to the
Endepandanua movement as headed by Luis, having its origins
largely in jitters, tension, persecution from American officilals,
loss of amerlcan prestige, can be stopped easily by the right man.
put it can be stopped only in one way, - by a campaign of counter-
decency, by a judicicus use or Luls' own weapons,

Winship has about as much popular respect as Hoover
did during the pattle of anacostia ¥lats, and for similar reasons.
worse, Winship has no actual veterans around to scare him, - he
only shies at ghosts of nis own ecreation, .f they'd get a gover-
nor down here who in his inmuzuration speech forgot extolling
ouf amerlecan culture long enough to recognize the existence of a
fink and decent ruerto Hican culture, and who on hls first day in
office walked around the plaze all alone, without the slgn or a
bodyguard, chatting in a friendly way with whomever he met, the
ten=zion and the horrible trend toward bloodshed would be dfspalLaﬂ
then end there., The present hysterical rush of people to rollow
Luis would be checked, - and you and I inow that Luils would be
happy over it. ‘hings would at Least be put on a sane basis,
with a certain amount of popular confidence in the united States
ag symbollized by the governor.

Uruening thinks that a governor who did that would be
shot., He's wrong, Winship's present armed challenge to the
bravery and the ingenuity or those fanatiecs who want nothing
better than to die in proving they are heroes puts him in much
greater danger than he would be in 1Y ne walked around alone and
unprotected, i1f he made himself popular and thereby made his
assassination an unpopular thing. ODeslde all that, every once
in & while 1t becomes a governor's joo to take a chance on being
ghot in dolng his beat to handle a alfricult ana dangerous situ-
ation,

As it 1s, if Albizu's conviction 1s sustained in the
higher courts, 1 wouldn't glve much tor the governor's life,
after that is gone, we can Look ror hell to pop loose here, May-
be before, since lInanip and Uruening are doing everything pos=
gible to rorce it, Of course, Uruening and the governor seem to

think that the independence movement nas been practically stopped
that 1s because they run onliy in the San Juan circles of "loyal
Americans” who drink coecktails while tne island goesa to pleces

and ara sublimely oblivious to what goea on elsewhere in ruerto

Hico,.
best r%da,

P.3. I'm enolosing m;{ preliminary report on the Fuerto Hican
soolal-economio situation that you may not yet have seen. at
the present time, when emotiocn 1s the ruling foroe, all that
geams dead and gone,
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a8 & campaizn mess, this thing is also bad. uhe
sonlidionists that Ernest ls now {1dentified with are the bitter-
ast kind of enamies of Roosevelt and the new Deal. the liberals
he's perascutlng are and have alweys been the cutspcken new Uaal

gympathizara.

¥ith everything moving as it is, a lot of peonla here
are wishing and pushing for a nesty soandal aa soon as possible,
With things as badly mishandled as they are, & scandal would be
saay, - perhaps not one that will land anybody in jall but one
that would delight all republicans Just the sama.

maturally the enemies of the administration will do
averything in their power to eapltalize the Puerto nlcan mass that
the representatives of the administroetion have created largely by
thelr own efforts, - and now they are likely to get the enthuas-
{astic help of the administration's real friends, who have been
horribly hurt by Gruening.
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Februnry 17, 1336

To the Pucrto Rico Reconstiuction
Administration

and the .
National Fesources Committes,
Waghington, D, C,

Gentlomen:

Transmitted herewith is a preliminary report on the Siatus
of PFlanning activitios in Puerto Bico, prepured and submitted
to you, and to the Puorto Rico Reconstruction Administration,
in accordance with the terms of my assignmont by the National
Regources Committec as Consultant to the aove namod Adninie-
tration and uwpon its reguest,

It is undorstood that thias Roport is not intonded to bo
complote as to findings, or conclusive as to recommondations,
but rather a proliminary, genoral discussion of existing con—
ditione on the Island, It is furthor widerstood that tho
Hoticnal Resources Committee is not responsible for the opinions,
conclusions, and recommendations expressed ia this report,

Ackmowledgment iz pratefully mode to the staff of the
Planaing Division of the Puerto Rico Reconstructlion Adminlstra-
tion, to the NWatlonal Resources Committoe, to cfficinls of the
F. E. B, A, of Puerto Rico und of the Insular Government, who
agelsted in compiling material containod in thies roport.

Earl P, Yanson
Plonmins Consul tant
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| 1, IHE PROBLEM

The ultimate gzoal of all recional planning is the creation and/or
the maintenance of higher standards of living, OGonerally this end is
sought through such changes in adaptation as will permit a greater
desree of economic self-sufficiency.

In Puerto Rico the goal and the necossary means are clearly de-
fined, Avorage standards of living are at on abysmal dopth, Changes
in the Island's provailing oconomy, toward greater gelf-gufficioncy,
are not only possible but glaringly necessary. The only apparcnt
altornative to carofully planaed rcconstruction is persistont rolief,
gaining in volumo in spite of "recovery, i the ond costing more
than roconstraction,

A, Standerdg of Living,

In 1929, Thoodoro Rooscvelt, then Sovaimor of Puerto Rico, wroto
pbout tho Pucrto Ricans under the title "Childron of Famine", Heo sald
in part:

"Riding through the hills, I have stopped at farm after farm where

lean, underfed women and nic;kly men repeated azain and azain the

game story — little food and no opportunity to get meore,

From these hills the people have streamod into the cosstal towns,

!.nc:ruanin.& the alroady sevoroc unomployment situation thero, Housing

facilities, of course, arc woofully inadequate, — Besidos, tho

lock of funds and the inercascd work ‘.h.n:vu rohdored it impossiblo
for our Health Department to cope satisfactorily with our in-

crensing problems,
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"o were and are & prey to disense of many Kinds, In the fiscal
year endiag June 30, 1929, 4,442 of ouwr poople died From
tuberculosis, Our death rate from this dlscase was 4-1/2
timos the death ratein the continental United States, Our
dpathrate from malaria wag 2-1,":—3 times the rete in the con—
St tinental United Statos, Seme 35,07 pecple in our island
are now sufforinz from t.uiu;;culnsiﬂ, soma 200,000 from
malaria, and some 600,000 from hookworm.
iThis condition is all the more deplorable becausa the
climate herc is excoptionally hoolthy."
. Govornor Roosovelt wrote the above in tho New York Merald Trib-
we, FHo was quoted in the Roviow ol Roviows and ng_n.in by Baily and
Justing Diffle in tholr boock — "Porte Rico, A Brtbjr.cn Plodge, "
The lattor saidi 1
"Evon tho casunl visitor finds it difficult to .“ﬂmn the
continunl pitoous gpoctacle of poverty throughout the
Island, The inland districts, from thc outekirts of tho
cano—riddon valloys to tho tops of thoe mountains, sceotho
with human miscry, ond it is impossible to pass into
} or out of any city or towm without traversing the fringe
of unsightly, malodorous, filthy hebitations which sur—
round the more prosperous area, Every spot of nri-ﬂ.
or swampy land P.nﬂt for decent living has been aolzed by
the gaunt, penniless population which staically accepts its

fate and lodses where it can, ",

*
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Governor Roosevelt and Mr, and Mrs, Diffie described condifions
that are not due to the world depression, but that are "normal" to
Puerto Rico's present economy, Too many Puerto Ricans live outside

' of their island's economic structure, The depression has only in—
tensified their suffering and added to their number,

Since its inception in 1933, the Pusrto Rico Emergency Relief
Administration, now designated as the local branch of the ¥, E. R &,
has carried un_ widespread studies of living conditions, Two of them
may be mentioned here as illustrating ;andi tions that are typical
throughout Puerte Rico,

In 1933 the P, H. E, B, A, made an investimation of the Island
of Viequoe, belonzing to Puorto Rico. Hera claven thousand pooplo,
crowded onto 51 square miles of land deveted maialy to suger, were
found to have a total income averaging $500 per week,

A In June, 1935, a housing survey wae conducted by the P. B, E. 2, A,
in two barrics (minor civil divisicns) of the mmici]mllity of Utuadso,
A11 houses in these barrios were inspected, {-)ut of a total of 598
houses, all btut fourteen were recommended lor corplete demolition As
being unfit for human use, OCnly thirteen houses kad latrines; 585
waro without sanitary facilities of any Ikind-.

B, Population and Employment.
The probloms imposod by widespread standards of living so low
} that they can bo described only as "human misery" are intensiflied

many times over by growthe in porulation and unemployment that are

as romarkable as they are nlarming,
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In 1900 Puerto Rico had a population of approximately one millionm,
Today it is astimated at 1,700,000, The gverall denglity of populaticn
# was about’ 462 per sgquare mile in 1930, but the Diffies' point out
- that: "Since the cultivable area of the Islend is scarceoly one-fourth
of the total, it is apparent that every square mile of land in culti-
vation must support some 1,B00 pecple, The actual amount of land de-
voted to the types of food destined for consumptlon in the Island is
even gmaller, being approximately one twentieth of the entire area,
For evory square mile of such food crops there are about 9,000 poople
who must be fed, clothed, housed, insured, doctorecd and pducated,"
HMgure 1 shows birth rates, death vates, and rotios of the two,
plotted in five—yeor moving meons for the peried 1901 to 1936, The
fizures were obtained from the Insula: Depariment of Health and have
not been checked, They are probably asubject to corroction, particularly
in the enrly part of the chart, on the ground of inadegquate reporting.
As it stands now, the birth rate curve moves sharply upward at the
beginning of the contwy, loevelling off into A more stoady climb botween
1306 and 1925, Hore the cma.r may reflect the economic reconstruction
of the island during the earlier period of American occupation, no less
than public health worlc toward the eradication of hookwom and general
education in hyglens, But 1928 is a maximum and a breaking point, For
the five years eanding there, the averaze birth ratea, 38,8 per thousand,

wag probably higher than at any timo in Puorte Rican history. In the

year 1918 it reached 42,4 por M,
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After 1922 the birth rate besins to move downward with an wi-
healthy kind of irregularity that is apparent even though the curve
was smoothed with five year moving means, This may mean that the
malad justment between Topulation and the economie stiuecture had reached
the breaking point around 1923, 3ut in 1930 the curve begins again to
climb upward, No one can foretell how far it will climb before another
break ceccurs,

The death rate moves steadily downward from 1901 to 1916, then
climbs unexpectedly and for wnexplained reasons, until, in 1921 it is
higher than it was ia 1906, After 1924 it falls again, wntil today it
is lower than ever befora,

The ratio of birth rate to death rate is eignificant, in view of
the izland's present economic condition and its need for reconstruction,
During the period 1901 to 1805, the island's population seems to have
been almost stationary, Today the ratio is about 1,9, At a time when
unemployment and landlessness are relatively larger thas ever before,
pecple are being born in the island almost twice as Inst as they arc
dying, and the trend is toward still greater increascs,

Figure 2, basod on tho Diffic's book, shows the per cont unemployud
in tho male population ton years of ngo and over, While nll unemploy—
ment statistics for Puerto Bice nre unrclinble, the graph indicates
dramatically tho organization of Puorto ;1-::0'5 presont economy,

A survoy recoently made by the 7, E. R, A, of Puorto Rico shows that

there arc nt prosent almost 400,000 wnomployod though cmployable porsons

in Puorte Rico, Most of those are hoads of families, While tho averago
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size of family is 5.6, an estimate of only one dependent per morker
would bring the nunber of people without anparent means of support
up to about half of the Island's population,

Between 1900 and 1910, the per cent of males unemployed remained
virtually stationary according to Flgure 2. During this period the
Island's economic structure probably absorbed the population increasos,
3ut somevhere vetweon 1910 and 1929 therc is a marked inecrease in
wnemploymont that continucs until it reachos & figuro of 38% of the
male population of 10 :.FD:[I.-I'S and over in 1929,

Even during the height of Anorican "progpority" wag Pucrto Rican
WMM@HMMMMQMM
nooés. Employmont could not keon paco withfpnpulnt ion, The plecture
is all tho morc sorious whom ono romombors that landlossness in—
ercased with uncmploymont, Many thousands of acros of land passod
into the hands of absontcc—owners, Puerto Ricans who had once hnd
Jjobs as well as landz found themeelves in rapidly incl:.‘anﬂing numoers
without either,

This indicates that recovery alome would nst solve Puerto Rico's

. problems, No matter how complete the economic recovery, presont
trends chow that the need for relief will persist, and increasg,
uiless reconstruction talies place, unless the island's economic
‘structure is altered to fit, and to expand with, the island's social
needs, It indicates, too, that the population problem may cutweigh

in importance all stilctly economic problemes that may be taciled by

any reconstruction program, ne matte:r how ensrsetic or costly,
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C. Dne Economic Structure. |

Agriculture and trade with the continontal United States are
the mainstays of Puerto Rice's economy, I:la;;,a.rdleﬂs of what the
Igland pight produce for local consumption, it dpeg produce relatively
1ittle and ig dependent on importod articles that must be balanced
by exports, Its agriculture is devoted larzely to four cash-oxport
crops, sugar, coffee, tobacco and citrus frults,

fn paper the balance of trade looks consigtently favorable, It
has been against Puerto Rico only five years out of the lanst thirty—five,
From 1901 to 1934 the total gain throwsh favorable trpde balances has
been $362,024,747, tho totsl loss through unfavorable balances
$20 506,769, the not gain therefore $241,427,938,

But this apparently excelloat balance of trade, ghowing an average
zain of some $10,000,000 per year in favor of the Island, is purely
fictitious, Through the cvils of absentee—ownership, profits aro
oxported with products, FHigh shipping ratos roduco the balance still
further, Intorest poyments en Puorte Rican bonds snount to farty per
cont of the eatiro budget for running the Insulay Sovoernmont, Puerte
Pico is the loser in spito of flattoring statistics,

Measured in dollars and cents, sugor vepresonts about half of the
Island's exports, Sixty per cent of the sugar industry is controlled
by absentee companiss, located largely in the United Stctes. Hence
about thirty per cent of Puerto Rico's expert aro, properly speaking,
not exported by Puerto Ricans abt mll, but by stockholders in sugar

companies in Now York and Baltimore and elnewhere in the continontal

P ————
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United States. In othor branches of Puerto Rican economy conditions
are as baed, or worse, The Diffies suwn them up as follows: "Sugar
is 60 per cent absentee-controlled; fruit is 31 per cent or more;
tobacco is BS per cent; banks ara 60 per cent and steamship lines
approximately 100 per cent,"

The exports of cash, in the form of dividend payments, intersst
payments, real estate rentals, and freight charges, and the 1like, so
far excoed tho papor balance in faver of Puerto Rico that the net
balanco is somowhere around $10,000,000 against rathor than fgr tho
Island, Ono analysis of this condition may be found in Dr, Darwin
De Golia's report on "Tariff Problems in Puorte Rico," published in
1935 by the Puerto Rice Emergeacy Belief Adninistration,

The result is to be expectad, Bonded ind,abt.lcd.nuas grows steadily
more burdensoms with little prospect of retirement., An increasingly
burdensome mortgage—debt places mors and more lands, more and more of
the Island's rosources, into the hands of a’haﬂnturawnm-'s. Tho trend
natural to Puarto Ricn':_: prosent oconomy is toward oveor—incroasing
landlageness on tho part of tho Puorto Ricans, toward over-increcasing
concentration of land in the hands of absentees, and therefore toward
ever-increasing wrban and rural slums, Natural disasters only hasten
the normal march of events, A consistently unfavorable balance of
trade leaves Puerto Rico no financial reserve strenszth, The hurricanes
of 1926 and 1932 ruined the plantations of husdrds of coffee and fruit

Planters who have since then been unable to chtain the capital or the

credit for ropairing the damagas, find thelir production and incomes
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greatly curtailed, and are rapidly losinz their lands through tax
gales and mortgoge foreclosures,

Increasing population, increasing landlessness, increasing unem—
ployment, act n.m wages in accordance with the law of supply and demand,
¥hen measured in terms of purchesing power wages have been reduced
almost consistently since the first days of the American occupation,

Lacking a tariff, the Island finds it difficult to help itself,
When local industry suggzests itself as one of several measures to rem—
edr the sitmiinn, large corporations that see thelr trade with Puerto
Rico threatened, use the weapon of unfalr competition, More than one
Puerto Rlean has snen cpportunity in manufacturing locally and of
lacall. materials, some of the products that the Island now imports,
Such ventures have almoet invariably bean ruined at their beginnings
through price-cutting campaigns inaugurated by Importers of com~
petitive products, In a country that loses somewhere around $10,000,000
every year on ite foreign trade, the individual entreproneur cannot
last long in & price war with large corporations,

To make conditions worse, Puerte Rlco is included in the terms
of the coastwise shipping act, Only Amorican ships may carry freight
betwoen the Island and continental Unitod States, BRates on thoso
ships are highor than on foreizn oncs, Woll over 95 per cent of tho
Iglond's exports go to the continontal United States, Not only do
hish freight rates ndd to the burdensome balances of trade against

Punrte Rieco, but they prohibit, or restrict, the exportation of

various articles that might be able to compete on the markets of.
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New Yoirl: and Baltimore of imported r:n:mndjt.‘i.nstl they restrict the
nunver of thage who can afford to buy them, they forco down still
lownr the standards of livines anonz those who cannot afford to buy
imports but have to buy them anyway bocausc tho Island's economy is
baged on the production of cash oxport crops.

. [Tho Planning Problem,
The problem, in geoneral, is cloarly defined, It is to develop &

D

Puerto Rican cconomy to operate for tho benefit of Pucrto Ricans, and
to save the Foderal Government the burden of ever—lnereasing rclit:f.

A numbor of dlstinct steps suggost thomsolves for the cconomic
roconstruction of the Igland, Thoy arc listed hero without roforconco
to ti*.a various agencies that gight uwadertake them, whether the Faderal
Government, the Insular Government, or, in some instances, private
capital, They are as follows:

1. Return as many Puerto Ficans to the land as possible, pro—
viding at least subsistence for those who, under the existing
economy, have no land, no wages, and virtually no hope of obtaining
either,

2, Reduce the extent of absentee-ownerghip to the ends that
Puerto Bicans may be returned to the land and that only the products
of Puerto Rican agriculture, and not the profite therefrom, be ex—
ported, l

3, Take steps toward the divergification of ag;ri::ultun. in
order to produce locally many foodstuffs that are imported at prosent,

4, Provido adoquato processing, storago, and intornal distribu-
tion facilities for foodstuffs grown and consumcd locally,

-]

A 10
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5, Provide new industries for the processing of agricultural
and non—agricultural raw wmaterinls found locally, te manufacture
products used locally, partly ia an effort to bring about & truly
favorable balance of trade and partly to provide cmployment for
Puerte Ricans,

6. Tind means of protecting neow industries against unfeir com—
petition from manufacturers in the continental United States,

7. Tind moans of financing now industrics with Puerte Rican
capital, in order to prevont spreading the ovils of abgentec-ownar—
ghip.

B. Helieve Puorto Rico from the provisions of the Constwisc
Shipping Act, which, through chaining tho Island to high fredght rates,
tends to maintain high local price—levels or imported materials and
places excessive financial burdens on Puerto Hico exporters,

9, Through raising the prevailing standards of living, and
thereby the degree of social consciousness of the Puorto Rican people,
create conditions under which the population problem may bo dealt with
offoctively.

10, TFormulnte, for application when and if possible, o sano
omigration pelicy for surplus populations,

: ———g G0~

MWot all of the above mentioned steps are feasible at tho prosont
time. 5o, for instanco, inhibitions imposcd on Sovermment by
progdure from religious groups have to dato mode impossible any of-

ficial action tonding to grapple with tho ovorwhelming population

11
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problem through the dj.ﬂsmimtioﬁ af birth~control facts, At present
it is the position of the Federal Govermaent that this 1s not a
fmc'tinn that it can properly undertake, The Insular Government
prezumably labors under corresponding inhibitions, 3e that as it
moy, all indications are that Puerte Rico cannot nearly support its
present population, even under oconomlc conditions as concelvably
altered through the reconstruction prozram now initinted, " and the
presont population is growing at the rete of some 40,000 per yeor,

An authoritative study by some recogiized expert, .umi under the
apusplces of o scientific institution of unassallable integrity should
be started as scon ns procticoble, to determine how larze n popula—
tion the Island can support under existing coaditions as well os
wnder more favornble conditions as altered by o thoroush and energetic
reconstruction progran,

But togother tho stops outlined above constitute o monl to bo
planned for and to be approached through actual operations when and
if feasible, With the operations of the F, E, B, A, and the Puerto
Bleo Heconstruction Administration, powerful movements are in force,
toward the ochievemeht of some of the steps in the complete pirogram,
Tne problems confronting planners in Pusrte Rico today are tha re-—
finemont of the broad gencral plans being carried out alrendy, the
ercation of furthor plans for future worle, and tho development of ways

ond moans through which those future plans may be carried ouk,

12




II, NOBE IN PREOGRESS

Two Fedoral agencles are now at worlc to improve conditions ia
Puerto Rico, These are the ¥, E, R, A, and the Puarto Rico Bacon~
gtriction Administration., As thelr nomes indicate, they are mutunlly
supplementary, the one working for relief and the other for recon-
struction, The necessity for coordinnting the two ralses a difficult
problem in administrative planning, It is desirable that relief work
contribute to reconstruction and thnt recenstruction ense tho burden
of reliof, It is nocossary that duplication of effort be avoided or
kept at n minimum, and that offorts and aims shall not cenflict,

Human joalousies and misunderstandinzs complicnte the probleom,

A, The I. E. B. A

Organized in August 1933 ag the P. B, I. R, A., this admninis—
tration began its activities with straight relief but soon branched
into work—relief, bending its efforts toward economic reconstruction
and doveloping plans for future s;t-:rpu in that direction,

The activities of the organization beyond the work of providing
direct relief have reached into many branches of the Island's life and
may bo summarieed as follows:—

1. Public Worksg: Construction of roads, schools, hospitals,
otheor public buildings, bridges, and the like,

2. Agricultural Prosram: Festering truck gerdens; providing
help for the protection, improvement and rehabilitation of other
crops: providing seedbeds and nursories for the coffee belt; eradica-

- ting budrot in the cocoamut reglons; providing facilities for the
egtablighment of canning centers,

13
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3. Cooperative Movoment! Sponsoring barter and exchange
cooperatives in the rural area,

4, Handcraft Cooperatives: Sponsoring organizations Zor tha
production and marketing of handmade art and crafts products,

5, Other Industrial Projects: Sponsoring fisheries and shoe-
making ventures partly for experimental purposes,

6., Yomen's Work: Organizinz women's needleoworic ghops to pro—
duce garments for distribution to relief cases,

7. Public Wolfare Activiticg: Those include activities in
Maternal Health, Child Welfarc, Mental Fygicne and Psychiatry, Pro-
bation and Parole, Medical Social Service, Fescarch and Planning,
Futrition and Home Economics, Reerecation, Social Service Training,
Social Legislation and Legal Advice, Inter—aszency Service mand direct
relief,

8, FEducational Activitios: Organizing unemployed teachers and
other eligible persons for a broad program of child md-aﬂult educa~
tion to supplement the wori: of the Ingulhr Dopartment of Education,

9. Public Health Activities: Cperation of medical centers and
dispensaries, made neceseary by the total collapse of public medical
care, due to financial difficulties.

10. Hougine snd Slum Clearangg: Efforts to improve housing
conditions in rural as well as urban areas,

==—=000==

In addition to tho above named activitics, tho ¥, E, R, A, has

earried on a program of planning and rescarch, Somo of those

14
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investigations may be useful in futwre plamnines activities in Puarto
Rico, They cover the following list of subjocts:

1, Occupational survey and index of employables in the
Island, FERL Form 144,

2 'I'n.ri'f_f survey, covering the offocts of the Amorican tariff
on Puorto Riecan cconomy, with cenclusions and recommenda-
tions,

3, Proliminary survey of .Ocean Transportation {fruight and
passengor) botwoen Puerto Fleo and the mainland,

4, Adjustod ovorsoas trado balanca,

5, Survey on municipal oxpenditurcs for public "benoficencial,
193334,

&, Housc—to-house survoy of Puorta de Ticrra slum, San Juan,

7. Preliminary survey of slum arens in Ponce, Ha}ra.g'\mz, San
Juan, and Humacoo, Not o house—to-house survaey,

8, Soclo—economic survey of the countiss of Meyaguez and
Tetuan, Utuado,

9, T, B, swvey on the epidemicology of tuberculosis, Barrio
Obrerc, San Juan,

10, Study of mendicancy in Funaceo,

11, Study of abandoned children in Arecibe,

12, Study on minimum cost of balanced diets for poor families.

13, HMNutrition efficiency experiment, Casuag,

14, Survey of recreational activities among schosl children, |

15, RBesearch on mineral resgurces, covering gold, manganese,
copper, tin, copper ore and nonmetallic minerals, |

16, JAgricultural survey on Jnnato and Bananas, |
17, Experimental projects on garlic and ginger,

18, Farm Debt survey, in cooperation with the Department of
Economics, Univeraity of Puerto Rico,

15
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19, Hurricane Status Bosearch, in cooporation with the
University of Puerto Dco,

At present only a limited amount of money is left available for
the local P, E. R, A, organization., Because of changes in Federal
policy, it will have to be dlssolved by June 30, 1935, This raises
large and urgont planning problems, How much of the work of the
¥, E B A, can be sbsorbed by the P, P, R, A,7  How much can and
should be dropped? How much of it should be takon over by the Insular
Governmont, and on what basis? How much of it might conceivably bo
carried on in the form of self-sustalning business ventures? On what
basis? Should private capital be sought? Should producors' coop-
eratives be formod? Can these industrics bo protectod asainst
dumping?

Proliminary lopol steps have boon takoen for the formation of a
women's nocdlowerk cooperative, It is hopod that i"::dc:.';l.l poelicios as
well as locol conditions moy in the future permit the formntion of
other cooperatives ns well,

An organization that spends about $1 ,000,000 per month for
relief in one form or ancther cannot simply be dissolved without
roising havoe with socinl conditions throushout the island, Its
imminent dissolution rhises one of tho most serious problems of care-

ful planning in Puerto Rico today,

16
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B, The?P E B A

The Puerto Fico Reconstruction Administration was created on
May 28th, 1935, by Executive Order No, 7087, Its Tunctions and
duties are prescribed in the order as follows:

"To initiate, formulate, administer and supervise a prozram
of approved projects for Providing relief and worl: reliof and for
increasing employment within Puerto Rico,"

The program now being carried out by the F, B, R, 4, ig the re-
sult of careful planning, largoely by the Puerto Hice Policy Commig—
sion, which worked in Washington during 1934 and 1935, The program
is fundamental in rature and bascd on & clearly expressod philosophy
of roconstruction rather than roliof, Divided into its cssontials,

it coneists of tha sub-programs discussed below,

4. Zupal Rehadbiljtation,

4. Ihe Sugnr Program, Te Costigan-Jones Sugar Act hng re-
sulted in a reduction, to the oxtont of 150,000 tona, of the susnr
which Puerts Rico pm-:hn':ars moy export to this country. One con—
sequence of this reduction has boon that employment in susar harvest—
ing and grinding has been reduced materinlly, and such reimbursements
as have besn paid to Planters for reducing their crops have not been
pasgsed on to the landless Ilnborera who lost employment in congequence
of the curtailment, Another coneequence has been that porsons gmﬂ'ng

sugar on the marginal sugar lands can no longer competo for the

market, and this aroa of approxinately 76,000 acres has boen roduced
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to that of & stricken agricultural aree, 1% 1s inhabited by num-
erous distressed sugar produoers operating small and mediuwn—sized
farma,

one of the reguisites to rehabilitation of the population of the
Island is to effoct o program of rural reghahilitation for those
farmers. The plan proposes to resettle them on good susgar lands, pur—
chaged from absontce owners, whore thoy can produce cana at a cost
that will permit them to dorive gsupport from the land they oporatao.
But it 1s not intended that the lands from w‘:;ich they aro romovad will
be rotired from agricultural usos, These lands arc also to bo uscd as
an oesentinl part of the progron of rural rehobilitation, On them
ngricultural laborers who have been irpoveriched by the grodual
absorption of the land of the island by lar-e sugar corporations will
be settled in subsistence farmas, These homesteaders will be taught
to cultivate essential food supplies which the Island has not been
producing so that a diversification of agricultural production will
be secured and this population which has been living below & sub—
gistence level will be able not only to sustain itgolf but teo con=
tributo to the nuuntia.l‘ food supply of the Island, Tho lands upon
which the homestoadors are to be scttled which have beon roferred to
ag marginal canc lands are marzinal only for tho production of sugar,
It is good soil for tho production of othor crops. The plan further
proposos tho roconstruction of adoqunto housing both in tho rural
rohebilitation arcas dovotod to the productions of sugar on small
farms ond also in tho rural rchabilitation arons upon’ which sub-

gistence homestonders aro to bo settleod,
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¥ith reference tla the lands desimmed for the production of suzar
cane on small farm units, it is essential that an incidental project
be carried out in connection with each of these rural rehabilitation
areas, Since the Island has become a possession of the United States
tre Congress has scen clearly its cesential problem, The 500-acra
law which has been recnacted as a part of the Orzanic Aet was aimecd
at detorring obsorption of the land by absontce-owmers, Togn laws
have been evaded, The proposod projocts would in a largo moasure
carry out this long-standing poliey of the Congross, Howevor, if the
land is divided into emall units, thoe individunl farmer will have no
bargaining powor agninst these who control tho machinery for pro-
cesring and marketing his production, Unlose somo control can bo
excrcised over thio machinory, the small fa-mer will be at the mercy
of its owners and a gquick reversion of the land to the absentee cor—
porate interests may be expected, Thus, it is an cssential to the
establighment and maintonance of & rural rohabilitation aren that
procres plants and workshops beo acquired for the use of each rural
rehabilitation area,

The benefits derived from the sugar program will be as follows:

The provisions of the Costigan-Jones Act will be met by toking
out of sugnr cultivation lands that are marginal for sugnr, and con-
Tining cane growing to land well suited for the purpose.

ﬂ.‘r.nuntnn ownership of sugny londs ond sugnr prnc-onaing facil—-

ities will bo reduced materially,
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Some thousands of Puorto Ricans vho arc now landless ns well ag
jobless will be rehabilitated,

Puerte Rican agriculture will be diversified. Food crops con-
sumed locally fmd now imported will be grown on the marginal sugar
lands that are taken cut of sugar production,

b. Coffeg, Tobacco and Citrus Projocts. Mo inland rogions
of Puorto Bico, which are rather mountainous areas, are glven gver
almost exclusively to coffec, tobacco and citrus production, These
farming areas havo beon ravaged by hurricanc. during the past few
yenrs, Tholr productivoness has beon furthor impaired during the
past fow years, by tho complote dostruction of tho forost which has
takon place through negloct and oxploitation. As n rosult of tho
dovastation of the forost, marked soil erosion has sct in and the
coffee industry has been further impaired because of the need to
grow coffee bushes under tall shade trecs, As & rasult_, thasgao
re~ions are signally stricken agiricultural arcas, The owners of the
land have neither the cagh nor the credit needod for helping them-
gsolves and robuilding their plantations, It is proposed to rchabil-
itato tho island reglons by a program which will bring te this area
adequate labor to work the land and which will sustain tho prescont
inhabitants and tho incoming population during the period nocossary
to rosteroc the land to fruitfu?. production,

The program will be carried gut by the purchase of sufficient
la.nd.l to establish subsistence farms adequate to house and support

the necessary laboring population in each rehnbilitation area, For
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fouwr days a week these leborers will find wori on the coff~e, tobacce
and citrus farms in restoring the productiveness of thess farns and
will work u;u thoir own subslctence unite the other two days, During
the poried in which work on the coffee famms canncot be carried ouf
offectively this labor will dovoto itsolf to the construction of
ndogquate housing for tho population of tho arca., Through this pro-
codurc it is intended to build up o number of rehabilitation areas

in which coffee farms will be restored to nroductiveness and the
laborers who work those farms will be given esubsistence honesteads on
which they will produce their necessary food supplics and increaro the
total food supply which is grown within the Island, The plaa will
also furnish adogunto housing to insuro decont living enonditions for
this labor,

In practice the plan works as follows:— The P, B, R, &, hires
laborers to work on the rehabilitation and the rocoastruction of the
coffoo, or othor plantations, TFor avery laborer so supplied, thao
pluntor ogroos to sell to the PRRA thruo acres of averaso land, at
half its oppraised valus, This land is thon turnod inte o subcistonce
homestond, to bo purchased by the laborer on long time paymeats,

¢. Forkerg' Bogconstruction famps: In order teo assure the success
of the subeistence hmnatulaﬂ ventures, it is aecessary to selact the
mon carofully who will be settlod on the lazd and to train thom in .
spanitation, diet, aad othor roguisites of succossful honesteading,

‘Partly for this roason, and partly in ordes to facilitate tho

ongincering and construction work iacidontal to rural rohabilitation,
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approximately seventy-five worcers' reconstiuction camps will be
egtablighed in the various rural rehabilitation areas, The work of
these camps will ba to construct comaumity centers and ectablish
gubsistence farms, The commmity center will have recreation facil-
ities, adequate school facilities, workghops ard other necessary
resources for an agricultural community, Arcound the comcunity center
pubsistence farms will be created and adequate housing facilities to
house the subsistence homostendors will be constructed, As an in-
cidental to thoso construction camp projects, the workers will be
trained in propor mothods of sanitation, holpful diets, and given the
othor olononts of cducation nocessary to succossful livee as in-
dopondent farmers, From the reconstruction camp worlcers will be
selected thoge to be gettled on the homestends,

4, Cattlg Tick nnd Budrot Eradication Projects: An insect
pest, the cattle tick, and an infecticus disease, budrot, threaten
to destroy two of tho basic industrics of the island, the cattle
industry and the cocoanut industry, The cattle tick has ravaged the
livestock of tho island at an increasing pace during tho past fow
yoare, The budrot threatens te dostroy tho cocoamut industry of tho
{eland as it has dono in Cuba, A program lociinz to a sound diver—
sification of the agricultural 1ife of the Island must provent this
progrossive olinmination of two osscutial sourcos of diversification,
It is thoroforo proposcd that in conjunction with each rehabilita-
tion arem, a progran of cattle, tick erndication and budrot eradica~

L1

tion be carried out,
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&, Distribution Systen: Essential to the solution of the problem

of rural rehabilitation in the Island is the establishment and main-
tenance of an adequate distribution system. If land which has been
retired ‘rom cane is to be utilized for the production of food, if
reasonable diversification of agricul tural products is to be attained,
Provisions rust be made for rafrigeration, warchousing and distribu-
ticn, It is therefore necessary that in connection with the rehabilita~
tion areas there bo constructed and -miutninad warchouses, canning
Plante, refrigerating facilities and abattnirs, and a nunber of small
distributing conters, These projects are to be carried out solely in
connection with, and as an integral part of, the rural rchabilitation
areas, ;
it Supplementary Industries., As adjuncts also to the rehabil- :
itation areas, workshops will bo constructed in the community conters,
Theeso will be devoted to wood-working, tho production of clay
products, and the production of clothing, 1In short, it is planned
that in these workshops Ifurnitura neoded to furnish tho homesteadars!
houses, pottery which will serve as necessary utensils for theso
homesteads, and clothing for the homesteaders will be produced, These |
workshops ray also serve 'r.r:'u supplement to & degree the incone of the |

communities,

£. Korestry Prograp,
#. Justification, Destructive soil crosion is one of the

most sorious problems that Puerto Rican agriculture has to contend
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with, especially in the island regionz that are given over primarily
to coffer and tobacce farming, Over large areas has virtually all

the top soil been washod away, crops aro being gr-::lwn'in clay, and the
process of oerosion is accelerated because hurricanes have dostroyed
hundreds of thousands of the troes that once ghaded the coffee bushes,
A far-flunz program of forestation is essential to Puorto Rico's future
walthre largaly for checking erosion, but partly toe for fumishing new
troes to shade coffeo bushes, and for supplying lumber to reduce
Fuerto Rican imports and aid the Island's industries,

5. Degcription of Project and Character of Work: The proposed
forestry program consists in the purchase of 5,000 acres of forest
land and 15,000 acres of waste mountain land for reforestation,

These figures represent minimum for use as a start., They are prob—
ably far too small and inadequate for an effective conservation
policy. The moumtain districts have been rapidly datmda:i, espe~
cially in the tobacco region, and the need for reforestation is

a‘-*idun‘t on every hand, Reconstruction cmﬁ:n will be establighed in

comicction with the forestry progran,

2. Sluwn Clearance Prodect.

a8, Justification:- As a result of the widespread deostruction
of the coifee industry occasioned by hurricancs and soll erosion
and the impairment of tobacco farming resulting from soil erosion

and disturbancos of matural irrigation, many porsons have migrated

to the city. This population has boon increascd as woll by tha
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obsorption of sugar lands by absontoo—owners, As 4 consoguance,
there ie & largo impovorished pepulation in the various motropalitan
arong who aro living under doplorablo conditions, Housing foeil-
itics ore not only inadoguato but constituto & sorious threat to
the health of tho island by reason of unsanitery conditions and a
hazard to tho population bocause so many of thosc houses arg fire
trops., Indeed, o loargo nuber of porsons arc ovon living in shocks
in the marshos adjoining the largor citics, Housing projects are
essential to the welfare of the island,

b. Description of Project and Character of Tork:~ This
project contemplates the clearance of slum acres, involving the

demolition of unsanitary housing facilities,

4. Hrdroelectric Froject.
&, Justification:— The rural areas of Puerts Rico, especially

in the inland regions, are wholly lacking the benefits of electric
power, Hydroelectric developments are urgently neadod to supply
electricity for lighting and other household uses, Equally urgont
ig tho need for electric pewor in the rural arcas to operate the
coffes mills and to furaish the necossary enorgy for supplying ir
rigation during the periods of goriocus droughts,

Thore arc soveral sitos in the island favorably located vhich
would furnish adoguato powor to moot the nocds of the rural aroas

of the Island if the proposed hydroelectric develomients were

eatablished,
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2. Description of Project and Character of Torki- Tis project
provides for rural electrification, It will invelve the generation
and transmiseion of electrical energy to rural areas not presontly
served by private companies, It is a basic project to rural rehalbil-
itation in Puerto Rico,

£, ZHecompendation for Future Consideration:

1, Under existing conditione, the Insular Sovernment's power
activities and the P, B, R, 4, Program are concerned almost ontirely
with rural electrification, urban power supplios being in the hands
of private utilitics, This arranconont is economically unheal thy,
since the possibility for supplying rural arcas with low cost powor
often depends on large markets, For this rcason the recommendation
has been made that tho power installations ai soveral citios be
purchasod from their Present cwners and added to the government
s¥ysten to ingure markets,

2, Te Insular G‘-warnnant‘puwer system has been inspected by
continental experts nnd.pronou.ncad one of the most efficient and
one of the best managed n}rﬂtm.'!!n in America, Its rates are low, In
view of the relatively high rates charged by the privately-owned
power srstems, and in view of the fact that a'haﬂnltae-uwnnrahip im
found there too, the axtanlsinn of -thn insular lines to includo urhan

systoms would scem to beo a sound atop toward a moro hoalthy islnnd=

oconory,

8. Ihe Iniversity of Puerto Rico Progran.
8. Juatification:~ The University of Puorts Rico was founded

in 1903, For some years it was little more than a normal schonl,
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Its marked development cormenced in 1912 by an extension af the
Morril-Nelson Fund to the territory which onabled establishment of

a college of agriculture and mechanic arts, An act of the Territorial
Legislature in 1925 afforded it an independent organization and
reasonable funds for expansion, As a regult the University was ma-
terially strengthoned in its faculty, its student body and its plant
and equipnent, Intimato rolations have beoon ostablisghed botwean tho
University and eminent centers of learning in the United States and
Europo,

The University of Puorts Rico has in tho past few yoars catab—
lished for itself a croditable position ospacially in the ficlds of :
tropical medicine, tropieal agriculturc, and Spanish studies, It ig
.thc capstone of tho Island's oducational syston and provides also an
ossontial sourco from which the Island draws tochnically skilled and
trained mon to develop its Hf_;ricultura_nl resources, to prbtect the
public health and otherwise meet the needs of a large arca for
educated men, In itg miqun position of belng the only Hispanic—
hmarican University that is not affected by the demands and vicis—
situdes of politics, insofar as it is not sub ject to the periodic
clesures that have impaired the value of other Hispanic-American in-
stitutions of highor Iaarning, not only can and does it act as a
balance wheel in Puorto Rican life, which is always turbulent in
8 political sense, but may become of Importonce as a poworful instru-

ment for amicable Pan-Amorican relations, Its maximum effoctivencss

in both capacitios dopends on adequate support, ﬂmngin.:l. and moral,
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and on adequate plant, and on courarpons and enligzhtened leadership,
This maximum effectiveness is of an importance to Puerto Rico and to
the Federal Government and offers possibilitiecs which have not vat
been fully appreciated or plumbed,

The University is supported largely by a special tax on land in
the Island, Due to distress in the agricultural area, this fund has

L been sharply reduced during the past four years, Conzequently the
work of the University has been seriously hampered, and it is in
danger of being set back in its essential work unless funds are made
available for development of its plant and equipment, It i{s proposed
in this project to make a grant to the University in an amount suf-
ficient to mect the barest of itg neads,

b, Degerivtion of Project and Charactor of Mork:~ The con-
struction of a series of buildings and laboratories urgently needed
by the University of Puerto Rico at Rio Piedras, at the College of
Agriculture in Mayaguez, and the School of Tropical Medicine in San

Juan,

411, ELANNING WORK AND ORGANIZATION
The work outlined in the foregoing pages has been assigned to
8ppropriate divisions of the PREA for execution, However, this work,
which 18 the Administration's "master plan" for Puerte Rico recon~
struction, must be accompanied by further planning to &hvulop dotails
and to provide for future operaticn., A Planning Division has there-

fore been created as part of tho PRAA organization,
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A, The Flanning Divigion
The Planning Division is headed by Mr, Rafael A, Gongalesz,

one of Puerto Rico's ablest engineers, a man widely experienced in i
irrigation work and thoroughly acquainted with agricul tural problems,
Mr. Gonzalez acts in this position as the direct representative of
Dr, Carlos E, Chardon, Regional Administrator of the PRRA, and the
principal author of the "master plan" on which the work of the PHRA
is foundeod,

Under Mr., Gonzalez, the Flanning Division consists of a com~
mittee on the one hand and a research staff on the other, WMr, Earl
Hangon, Planning Consultant loaned to the PRAA by the National Re—
sources Committee, acts as Secratary of the Planning Committee end
aids in guiding the research work in his capacity as consultant,

The committee is composed of heads of P, B, B, A. Divisions,
Ite functions are as follows:

a, To determine policy for the suidance of the planning staff
and to recommend policy to the Administrator for appropriate action,

b, To coordinate the work of the FRRA into one contral fune—
tional prozram,

¢, 7To extend the present program of the PRREA into the future
through appropriate research and recommendations for future action,

d, To coordinate the work of the PREA with that of othor loecal
agoncics, euch as tho local branch of the FERA, the Univorsity of

Puerto Rico, and the various Departmonts of the Ingular Govornment,
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2, To bring about A maximmm amount or coordination betweon the
worle of the FRRA and that of other Federal agencies,
f, To develop and define a Puerte Rican policy, founded on

Puerto Rican needs, for recommendation to the Federnl Government,

In its work, the FPlanning Staff is making such special studies
as for & potential cotton project, and for varicus possible industrial
activities utilizing agricultural products &s row materials, It is
algo concerned with the initiation and the sound organization of an
igland-wide cooperative movement, with the creation of a new acrial
map of Puerto Rico, and with all special studies of o basic nature,
such as population studies, industrial surveys, studies of tariff
and other economic problems as they may affect the PRRA program,

Proviglon has been made for a full measuce of elasticity in
handling the work of the planning staff, Special assignments are
made with other organizations whenever these are better equipped than
the planning staff for dealing with the problem in hand, So, far
instance, the FERA is now constructing & mumber of experimental
dwelling houses under the guidance of, and for the purposes of the
PHEA plamnning staff, Engineers of the Bural Rehabilitation Division
are making special topographic surveys needed by the planning staff,
To the Legal Division has been assigned the problem of investizating
poseibilities for pmtuctiﬁg Puerto Rican industrics against unfair

competition from big corporations on the mainland, Experts from the

Ingular Government and the University of Puerto Rico are assisting




116358

the Planning Division in making studies of marketing problems,
cooperative problems, impulatinn problens and the 1like.

A large number of apparently promising projects have been
recommended to the Plamning Division fa;'.' urgent investigation, How
ever, many of these are held in abeymnce, pending the formulation of
more clearly defined policies than exist a*.t prosent for the suidance
of tho planning staff, The work now in hand as well as that under-
taken in the future will be usod in part for the formulation of in-
dustrial and agricultural policies to be rocommended to tho PRRA and
perhaps to the Insular and Foderal Governments,

. As the work progresses, it will disclose the ncod for the system=
atic colloction of basic data, Inventorics of Pucrto Rican mincral
resourcos, wator rosourccs, timber resources, and asricul tural prod-
ucts that may be uscd as raw matorials for local industrics can and
will bec undertakon whonovor the specific nceds for thosc inventorios
bocome clearly dofinod, For tho proscnt tho Bureau of the Consus is
taking o census of Puerto Rico, at the instigation of the PREA and
for the purpose of acquiring up-to-date information on ropulation

movements and economic trends, i
i |

B, Provisions for Pemanent Planning. |
While the planning work of the PREA is oncournged ard financed

by the Federal Government, it is in a very roal sonso a Puorto Rican

arterprise, Tho entire PRRA program was dovoloped by Puorto Ricans

and is being carried out in the largest monsure possible by Puerto

Ricans, Puerto Ricnn oxports do the bulk of the work in the Flanning

. 31
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Divieion, It is intended that the planniaz work will be turned over
to an appropriate Puerto Biecan ovanization, operating without Federal
help, as soon as practicable,

‘For the present it is essential that planning for Puerto Rico's
future go hand in hand with the major operational efforts for recon-
struction that are being made by the PREA, Any other course would lead
inevitably to a divergence of the two activities,

The immedinte future of coordincted plamaing for Puerto Rico's
reconstruction 1s thervefore clesely associasted with the immediate future
of the POEA,

Under the original terms of its present allotment, coming from
W, P, A, funds, the PRBA program would end June, 1937, However, it is
impossible to reconstruct the economy of what amounts to an island-
national by spending some millions of dollars in the short space of two
years, Even five years of intensive effort would be insufficient, In
order to be really effective in roducin- tho need for permancnt ro-
lief, reconstruction must bo a continual, permancnt offort,

For 4his reason special legislative action has been cbhtained from
Congress at its present session,

A copy of Senate Bill 7140 as it wns Tinally passed on February 3,
1936, is appended to the pressnt report, The two amendments introduced
by the Senate restrict the scope of the bill and pay invalidate its
insurance features, DBeuids liberalizing the terms under which the

present funds may be expended, the hill provides, in brief, for the

following!
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a, The money now allotteod to the PRRBA, or to be allotted in the
near future, ehall be available for expenditure watil June 30, 1940,

b, 411 income derived from operations financed out of thie
fund will constitute a revolving fund thut shall remain available for
expenditure until Congress shall provide otherwise,

¢, Certain texes heretofore or hereinafter collected from the
processing of Puerto Rican sugar, shall be transforred te the revelving
fund authorized by this Act,

d, Wot cxceedingz $10,000,000 of this fund :nn.:..' in tho discrotion
of the Prosident, bo ugod as an insurance fund to provido hurricane

insurance to Puerto Rlean farmors,

Tra -].nf_.rnductign to tho report of tho Puorto Rican Policy Com-
mission states in part that "It --— scome hishly desirable, probably
imnorative, that & land restoration ond industrial duvel:amcnt progrom,
combined with o pelicy of omigration to suiltablec environmaats, ba
workod out as soon oas posaible," Figurc 1 ef tho presont roport soums
to indi;:atn that omigration as woll as othor moans will be nocessary
for Puorto Rican roconstruction, no mattor what stops arc talon for
rural rehabilitation and lndustrislization, 3ut if emigration is to
be encouragzed, careful preliminary inventisations as to locations, ways
and means, are necessary to provide some Agsurance that past fallures
will not be repeated, Undexr ;xlatinﬁ rofulations, no part of the fuads
now available in the PERA may be speit outsidn of tho boundarics of the

Uritod States, Invostigations leading to a potontial omigration pro-

gram aro thorofore restrictod serlously, if -ot made virtually
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L] I (
impossible, potential cnigrants cariot be aided, and cmigration cannot

evor bo advocated by tho azducies concerned with reconstruction,

r With the passnge of the revolving fund bill, the planains work
now being carried on hos been put on a semi=-paimanent basis together
with the rest of the P, H, B. A, worl, In the future, after the activ-
itics and points of view of -the Reconstruction Administration and the
Insular Government have been brought more closely together for Joint
action toward the c-:lrmmn goal of ocoaomic security for Puerte Rico, it
will probasly be advisable to set up an Insular Planning Board independ-

ant of the P, H, B, A,

L LY
-
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74T COVGRESS S. 3 1.4 0

1st Session

IN TFE SEHATE OF THE UMIVED STATES

L

MAY 13 (calendar day June 24,) 1935

Mr, Tydin=s introduced the fellowing bill: which was read
twice and referred to the Committoe on Territories and
Ingular Affairs

A BILY
To previde that funds allocated to Puerto Bico wider the Emerzency
Relief Appropriation Act of 1935 may ba expended for permanent

rehabilitation, and for other purposes,

B 3o it enacted Lv the Senate and House of Repregenta-

2 tives of the United States of Anerica in Conrress agserbled,
2 That all suns which the Prasident has segresnted or allstted
4  or shall segregate or allot for projects in Puerto Rico out
S5 of the uoney appropriated by the Emorgency elinf Appro-

6  priation Act of 1935 shall constitute a special fund to pro-
7 wide relief and work reliof and to incroase omployment in

8 Purrto Rico, The fund thus ostablished ghall continue

9  availablo for oxponditurc wntil Juno 30, 1940, A1l {acome

10 derived from operations financod out of this fund and tho
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proceeds of the disposition of property acquired therewith
ghall constitute a revelving fund, which shall remain available
for expenditure for the pwposes and in manner authorized
herein and in the Emergency Relief Appropriotion !:.::t of

1935 until Congress shall provide otherwise, notwithstand=

ing any limitation of time contained in the said Emergency
Telief Appropriation Act of 1935, Any agency or agencles
lawfully designated or established to administer 1!“1::1:15 allotted
haroumder or the revelving fund heroin authorized may be
continued so long as the said funds or any of them romain
avoilable for cxpenditurao,

Projects for rural rohabilitation in Puerte Rico may
include the mcquisition, develepment, maintenance, and
cporation of agricultural proportics and cnters
prisos, 4 roasonable chargo may bo made for matorials
and sorvices producod or made availoblo by any projoct,
Provided, That guch matorials and scivicos mey also be
supplied as compensation, in shole or in part, for services
rendered by persons employed upon any project.

SE0, 2, Notwithstanding the provisions of section 16
(f) of the Agricultural Adjustment Act, as amended by
goction B of the Act of May 9, 1934, or any action taken
thereunder, all oj any part of the uncblipated balance of

taxes heretofore or hereafter collected from the processing

of pugar beets or sugArCAnNe in Puerto Rice nnd.l"nr upon -
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the mrocessing in continental United States of sugar pro”

duced in or coming from Puerto Hico are hereby authorized,

in the discretion of the FPrasident, to be transferred to the
revolving fund authorized by thiﬁl.ﬁ.ct. Wot exceeding
$10,000,000 of this fund may, in the discretion of the
President, be set aside in the Treaswmiy for usa as B0 ingur—
ance fund to insure individual agriculturists in Puerto Rico,
but to the extent only of such insurance fuad and its accre—
tions, against damage by hurricane to thelr farm dwellings

and farm buildings, growing crops, plants and trees, includ-

ing trees used as shade for growins crops, warehouses and
produce in barns and warshouses: Provided, That gaid

fund may be so employed only during such periods as the
Secretary of the Interior ghall find and determine that
commercial insurance is not available and at premiums gufficiently
high to keep the principal of the orizinal insurance fund intact,
and policies of insurance ghall be issued hereunder only pursuant
to such terms and premium rates as the Secrotary of the Interior
ghall prescribe by regulations duly vrumulgﬁtad. Until otherwise pro~
vided by law all moneys collected as promiums on sach

{neurance or otherwise in connection with tho administra-

tion of such fund or the operation of such ingurance activity

shall constitute accreticas to tho fund and shall be held,

togother with the original ingurance fund and all additions

thereto, as & revolving fund for the purposes of suach

ingurance,




~ogeuber 75, 1936

Tiprm Theidears
LT o i

Yony things for the Punrboe =1
np. 1 love the eolars =nid vill wse
£ llyue Targ, wnsre I huve the other
TLLigM you pLve me,

I ecjoyed avery sliute of the o orty
trhe other night cod a: looking for::rd
tc saelog you (1l "off the record®™ _ain
bafora long.

~f ectlo. tely,

Miss Ruby Black
211% Prince St.
Alexandria Va,



Jamary 4, 1937 /

Dear Ruby:

I am afraid that you Are
outlining far too much for me after
1941, However, I appraciate your
thinking of ms in this oonnevt ion,

I am glad that Jane 1ilked
h‘!‘m‘--

Affeationataly i

Miss Ruby 4. Black

News Bureay

824 Natiomal Press Building
Washington, p.C,

_t:ll
8
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Wargsstar, Mass, RuBey A. BLACK Bress Ray, Wik,
LA DEMOCRACIA, MEWS BUREAL STATE JOURNAL,

Ban Joda, Fussta Mice B24 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING Sy
i et g WASHINGTON, B, © e e
LEADER-TELESRAMN, b, 4 L . TRIBUNE,

Bas Claies, Wia, DigTRscT TONE L Craves, Wis,

DALY HORTHWESTERY

Chabkask, Wis.

December 30, 1936,
Dear Mra, Hocaevelt:

\ Jane is delighted with the doll, which she promptly
named "Millie" when I told her she came from Milwaukee. She
dresses end undresses her, puts her to bed in thﬁua fine
pejemas, I had not realized that the dolls came equipped
with such extenslve wardrobes. I marveled egain at the
ecareful work, the excellence of every detasil, The most
expensive dolls have not such well-made clothes, Of course,
I, too, am plessed to have it. I told Harry Hopkins, at
Curtis's party the other day, that I was pleased to report
my child"on relief" beceuse of that doll, and he felt the
seme way sbout Lt, since Disna hes one, too, He thinks they
gra the finest dolls there are,

We miss you, and we hope you cen come bock acon, and
that all will be well with Franklin Jr. very quickly.

I have slready told you how much I love the table. It
is grand in my living room,

Enclosed i3 a note I penclled lsat night at home, I
re-read 1t today, and decided it was all right to send it,

With love end best wishes for /.“u Year,

Po.2,.t iuu think Frenklin Jr, end Miss Bu Pont would like a
fair copy (each) of the Romeo and Juliet scene, sutographed by
the aotresses?
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January 16, 1937

Dear Rubyt
I reud your letter aad huve

passed it along to the President.
affectlionuately,

Miss Ruby A. Black
211% Prince St.
Alexandria




J Tl A

N i
-~ A F 3 jﬂau;jlfﬁ‘-g?
qﬁ-ﬂ&v r}'}’\::..u, GQMH“_EQF :

CD #r"'ruce_-'- qr ﬂ,\_b ‘ f{:% - e
?Jﬁ_p.#h“{-ﬁ""-"”fﬂ /Cﬁ-&-"’r hf&-—w—-ﬂ"(r-t-? 'j,‘_‘_%:m. 4-_—9
A-KLFJH Al fwfr Gt 6 Al ine peyia
pove 9’%“& ool B eief vl £
Jc"—'—'—*’—"j f"‘\—k__..;n...pff’ ;K

e Aw f:‘_,t.-d—g.l—‘{_

M - ﬂ‘“yﬁ-.r"“c‘ .:r__,
J? ascto ELE" ) O ,u.ﬂfu./fi. {t-—yt-j?ﬁﬂ.l_a—@g_‘

L-..-h-—# b .»....LE'..e(\__ C}‘ AL T 4\«{{_.—_51 R {_‘r:llllr

l/vI} L.J',.::Z:_J i@
TS«W‘QT :::(»"l Wh"’{'\- ‘34""‘— Attt C
J—C ,_.;{ ‘h-"f{ y ,(L;..m{ J-/ ,L;H—H
\ﬁ— h—l—*—é‘-r-ﬂ.-g
Ci- L'wL

C"F A e el Vl.s; Poseate Lo 5K

e e x
@':' o J A I ‘_,_b M[
plot e i T

{La-_-\_ﬂ.___

W‘?'
T ko f-_j,;:t.ul
[ty G Bl

wkac{

451 g ) 2 3»'1"1*-..
':}_,f; 8 b i '—y—v--ﬂ"-‘-* e &’{-Q "v'u-u{“'ﬁ-"'l..-‘-'?ﬂ-c___

Waw




£f & Rec and 1
Janu.ry 23, 1937

Dear Rubys e

The President suys zt the moment the
big thing in Puerto Rico is v ether
Puerto Rico wuats to lewru Eiglissh wnd
have the stitus of & stute, or whether
they ~ant to be free. If Ehey =unt to
be free, they cannot, of course, hive
all the thiugs that they can huve if
thiey wish to be a stute.

Secretary Ickes and Yrs. Hampton underst.nd
thie real situation. I do uot think you naed
worry about tiieir beilng able to nundle
Ernest Gruening and Oscar Chapman, T was
afrald they did wot xnow much whout it,

I would not huve believed iy posslp in
uny case,

The article you wrote is 0,%.
Affectlonately,
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ENING GATETTE, oy b ;
: e e s RUBY A. BLACK - 23 i
LA DEMOCRACIA, HNEWS BUREALU STATE JOURMAL,
]5"" J‘I‘;'ﬂ::;‘: Rire B24 MATIONAL PRESS BUILDING Madisea, Wis.
ot oot WASHINGTON, . . e
LEADER-TELEGRAM, e TRIBUME,
Esw Claira, 'Wis, DuatmicT FO36 La Crasne, Wis
DAILY N‘DﬂTN'ﬂ'FiTERN.
Ouhkash, Wi,
Jenuary 22, 1937,
Deer Mps, Hoosewolt:
- Of course, you lmow by now the seprrific afforts

being 'mede by I'uerto Rican resctionaries to dlseredit Luls llunoz
Marin, They have gone to such ludiérous lengths as to'say that “evary
door in ‘ashington is closed to him, even Ruby Black's,"

For this reason, added to the fasct that we met a
UP man after having tea with you, and simply told him we hod besn there ,
and had nothing to say about 1t, I wrote the enclosed story and sirsmiled
it that night. ;

I have heardyTumors that this 1s baing re-trofislated
fxemzibm to lnglish from the Spenish to which 1t was trenslated, and
certain chenges made, for the purpose of gending 1t to you with the
ldea that I might be discredited in your eyes, Yor this reason, I am
Glving you herewith a copy of the orlginsl English, o

I do not doubt that tuay have told you he is a
Nationalist, when the féct is that the “sticnalists hate him worse than
they hate any other man, because he appeals to intellizence snd sense 1in
the democratlc way instead of to emotion end hetred, ond becsuse he
works for democrascy end sodial Justles, in which the lationalists have

2 not the slightest interest, Hmziakmx

I know, from my constsnt contscts with him, thst he
is still what he hask olways been =- the most intellipent and unselfish
statesman Puerto Rico has produced, and’'the most ardent supporter of
8ll that this administration stends for., The reqetionaries within his
own party have slezed upon this moment to attempt to foree the Libersil
Party itself into reaction.

You ssked Luis if he had tolked to Oscar Chepmen, He -
has, of course, snd while I think Oscar is friendly with him end with me ,
and believes in the soclel end economic purposes for whieh we stend, 1
think also that he 1s atriving to "save Ernest'sM job," and believes that
Ernést has done and cen do no irrevoceable harm, OFf course, as Luls told
you, we are not intereséed in depriving Ernest of a jobj only in depriving
him of control over the destinies of luerto Rico end of the poier to
sabotage what this sdministration set out to do in fuerto Rlco, Thus I
ém not sure Oscer can be counted upon to do much, I think thet dperetary
Ickes and Mra, Hempton (assistent director of the division of tereitondes
eénd 1sland possessions) lmow moro sbout the situation then sny one else
in the department,

Forpive my constent troubling of you; honestly, I do
1t only for fuerto Rico end the Roosevelt edminlstrationl

: Love, ﬂE o
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HLA.IJGTDH;-—- rg. franklin . Goosevult, wioua luterset /‘é?"

la Pucrts kleo remsins ws intelligent, corilsl, and unuersluning ss avar, "{i{i-"i’v-’

e A
in splis of tue many local, naliousl,und iaterasiionsl srobless t.at dadly xf"'f-tg(_i

f!!‘l

take up her actention, viseussed lust Caturvay Lie prohlicus aof Pusrto lilce /J{-"-f?:;‘_{.,__
during turee—juarters ol am Lour with Luls liunoz [larim,. I-"'n'lrl‘ o
Tne Fresiuent's wire, wuose visit to Fuerte [ice ln 1334, togel.sr :j.:!?(,&q
with coufersnces pravisusly lsld wiih Mumor Lisda .av oteor ,orscas with
xnowladge of Puerte ficun provlems, iaitlutud tus psouyt conslderstiss of
Reconstractlon for Puerts fico an. Lie svopllon of tiw Charuoa flsm, had lLod
tie purpose ol discuesing ks probiews of Pucrio Fico with aye Lunoz Lkarin
Bloce two waeks ago, bLub she was cullev to bie Baval.o ol ler .;.:u.; Jraaklin
1o Hostons lor tiat rewson G.e We3 coupellec Lo CaaCul Lur edgig Zsais Jor
Qore than & week. ler Loa returaed Lo the Balte doas: Lo do, oolore the
confersace with Munos Marin God he Proposes o o i« lew Jduyo Lo Florida
LA AN
to recuperate from the throst intuciion .n.u.hu,:.-m VT e N
that kept .dm in u Boston nospiisal stace the duy bLelore T saks iving uatil
Fridey, January Sth.
Mra, hoosavelt epent much tlme L.ere wilh cer soa uatil Chrlstaas
woak, 5She Lien came to Waushingtom but returned to har som's bedslas barore
Christacs to remain with him untdl Juousry 2nd, st wilcn time s'ie cams to
Rashington to 4Ll & grest mumber of oftlciul enysgosemts,
Mr, Musoz Marln cod bhils corre.poadent were luvited to tea st the
hiite louse witl irs, loosevelt on Saturisy, to discurs Puerte Rican provleas
end thelr eoluticas as well as to consider iuturs problema.

It is not proper to quote lrs, foosevelt in Ler grivate discumsion of
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luporteat problsms suc! as Lioss takem up duiing Saturuay'. tes, at wileh
oaly lirs Mumoz Murin and were precont. but I ean report tiat the intesrest
of U¥ra. loosevelt in Pusrto Fleo coatinuay constiatly prorfeund, vonstantly
diborul wao soll-intorsed, while st Lig Eumd Lime 870 Ls waxicus fop yreatar
iaformation,

Ure dungg I-'ar.tn. Bade a0 couscabs wity ragarc o ads converastion with

ara, foosevslt, except ta express great Lapslaess bicause op car desp foterest

in Pusrto fico,

4

=




EVEMING GATETTE, FRESS-GAIRTTE,

‘Warcerias, Mass. Bewan By, W
LA DEMOCRACIA, M If' STATE JOURMAL,
n-m:::“ Puarie Rics az4 Nu}mh AL PrEss BuiLbing | { T m::'racnnhn:.':::
JOURMAL, \

il MY : w.i.smmiuﬂ. o. C. \ Asplaben, Wis.

LEADER-TELEGRAM, ' : TRIBUNE,
Eiw Clairs, Wis, e i DinTe oagl | Ls Crasss, Wi,
| DAILY HORTHWESTERN,
Ouhbzah, Wi

Jarmerg 27, 1937.
Deap lprs, Roosevelt:

I went to thank you for your swell Off the
Record and Confidentisl latter, On the same day I ot i,
Grace Tully called me up with a fine reply rom the "resldent
to my letter to him about govermment reorganlzation.

I think thlas letter from Dean Benner of the
University of Illinios College of Education, who was for Iive
years chancellor of the University of Puerto lico, gives a
clearer picture of the English-tesching problem than sny other
short stotement I have sesen.

No one in Puerto Rico, save probably & handful of
Nationalists, 1s sgainst the teaching 'of English, OSen,. lunoz
Uarin swung his nerty's legislstive votes In line for aoproval
of the appropristion for the continontal Fnplish teachers requested’
by the administrstion. The sopropriation was made sbout a year 8g0.
Munoz “arin's representative viewpoint 1s that, as ¥nglish is
8 valusble asset, it 1s s questlon of soclal justice to teach it
affectively in the frec public schools, The guestlon 1s not a
politicsl one but an educational one es to the effectliveness of the
method of teamching. Pedaporical authorities evidently fovor the
system esteblished by DUr. Fadin, which Uean Benner's letter describes,

The desire of Puerto Ricens thet Fnglish be teught
1s virtually unsnimous end bears no relatlon to the question of
ﬂtn%;?nod or Independence ,

The Statehood=Independence istue 1s basieally economic,
as both solutions are considered dignified for Puerto Rico. The
sugar neople would like to ses thelr present teriff privileges
made perpotual (under statehood); liberel thinkers wish a diversi-
fied economy for which they believe luerto Rled needs the teriff
and treety-making powers of a soverslgn natlon,.

Sen. Munoz “arin is really very enxious to discuss
Fhu fundamental economic snd soelal questions Inveolved with the
resident.

Yours with love,
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Januery 12, 1937

The Honorable John W. Studebeker
United Stetes Commiszsioner of Education
Department of Interior

Washington, D. C.

Desr Dr. Studebaker:

It occurs to me that I should supplement my previocus letter
to you recommending FProfessor Jose A. Balseirc for the Commissionsr-
ship of Fducation of Puarto Rico by this brief statewent concerning
pne of the other cendidetes for the position end one of the issues
which is being reised and which might bedly mislead some of the Wesh-
ington officials.

Juen P. Blanco, who is beirg recomusnded by Resident Com-
missioner Iglesiss, is » wesk ¢ nd colorless subordinete in the Insuler
Department of Education who would be easily controlled by the mejority
party which is recommending him for that vory resson.

The schools of Puerto Rice, ss you know, are bilingusl. Under
the administration of Commissioner_Jose Padin, whose resignation crested
the present vecency, changes were made in the plan of instruction in
the two lemgusges. These changes were besed on recommendations from
Dr. West of Oxford University, Dr. Gray of the University of Chicego,
and represantatives of Temchers College, Columbie University. They
consisted of extending the pericd in the eerly grades during which
instruction i1s given in Spanish, with English studied as an additional
language. Thereafter, es you know, ell studies are conducted in ®nglish,
with Spenish teught ms e supplementary lenguege.

. The dialike of the mejority party for Commissicner Padin, whom
they werms uneble to use ss e mers tool of the party, led to e bitter
etteack on this progrem which has besn reprasanted in Washington ms
besed on fear that the people of the Isleand mre going to be deprived
of opportunities to learn English. You cen see how well this sort of
attack lends itself to sympathetic hearing in continentel United States
it the fects are not known. The ceandidacy of lir. Blenco, who heas some-
times referred to himself as Jobn P. White (the trenslotion of his nnme
into English), hes bean promoted in pert on the brais that as Supervisor
of English he would insure the retantion of English in the achools end
the correction of the "error" mede by Padin, whercas the appointment of
Belseiro would mesn & diminishing attentidn to English by virtue of the
fact thet Belseiro as Professor of Romence Langusges et this University
tenches Spanish.




Or. John W. Studebeker -2- January 12, 1937

Mr. Ernest Gruening hes transloted speeches of Irofessor
Balseiro, mede during tue period of this thres-year service ans visit-
ing professor at the University of Puerto Rice, in which he mede very
gcleer his feeling thet the taeching of English wes basic to the best
interssts of th- people of Puerto Rico. Frofessor Ealgelre feels.
that the question of the time snd the plece for the tesching of English,
in order to get the best results, is one which cen best be decided by
authorities in the study of the problems of teeching bilingual groups.
In other words, hs would feel, as did Commissioner Padin, that the
reconmendations of competent ruthorities such as Dr. Weat of Oxford
University, Professor Grey of ihe University of Chicago, ®nd others
should determine ths solution of these probleas. '

From every point of view I feel that Professor Belsairo is the
men beat fitted emong those who are availsble for the Commissionersbip
of Education in Puerto Rico to continue the progressivs devslopment of
the Island school system in keeping with the tredition which hes pre=-
vailed throughout the histery of the Islend, with o single exception
repressnted by the sethack which oceurred during tie Herding Adminis-
tration when Juen B. Huyke wes mede Comrissioner of Ldueation becnuse
of his willingness to fetch and cerry for Oovernor Reilly.

Sinceraly yours,

Thomes E. Bennar
Leaan
TEE:3

The writer of this latter is Dean of the College of Educetion
in tho University of Illinois and wes for five yesrs Chencellor of the
Univarsity of Puarto Rico befors sccepting his present positlion in Illinois.




STATEMENT OF MR, MILES H. TAIRBANKS, RECIONAL ADCINISTHATOR OF THE PRRA

Published in "El Mundo®, Januury 2lst, 1937)
2

Io anawer to ouestloning by reporters:

"] have been two months at the head of the Reconstructloa sdainistration
and I want to say frunkly that oy greatest preocupation las beea to try to tale
the FRRA to its original programme of economic rehabllilatioa for the island,
The programme was initiated as coulained in the Chardos Flan, thet is, to work
for the econozic reconstruction of Puerto Rico. Put there was tle need of using
#9,000,000 of the funds allotted, for emergency rellef, and ollier sums for
various other activities. The fundamental objective of the Plan wers to create
small landowners, building homes in pieces of land for the workers, to establish
cooperatives for various activities, to rehabilitate industry and agriculture;
and this thought-out programme suffered certain breakdowms with prejudice to the
reconstruction of the island. In one ysar we have spent (2,500,000 in wages in
connection with rehabilitation programres for coffee, tobacco end fruits. It
is true that we have given employmeni to thousands of workers. But no work of
pernanent benefit to those industries has been carried sut®.

COLLENT; Money allocated for emergency rellef is not the chief reason.
The whole sugar plan, which is the backbone of the Chardon Plen (as its purgose
is to reduce abgentee ownersiip sand to profuce a ware equltable distribution
of suger income between processors, farmers, and workers, as well as to create
a eluss of small landholders in the cane-lands) stopped sbruptly with the
accuisition of the Lafayette mill eand lands, slthough there were funds allotted
for a mich larger application of the principles involved. This ssp et of the
Chardon Plan (cooperstive mills, etc.) was the wain point of' attack by
anti-newdeal pollticlans and by sugar coupenies. They sent an expert to
washington to denounce it in lay 1935. This expert, Lir. Lopaz Dauinpuaz,
is now in charge of Rural Rehabilitatisn in the PRRA, n~nd ia charge of the sugar
prograane he denounced as "nonsensical". Aside from the ingufficlunt explanatisn
siven by Mr. Falrbunks, his words arc slaost exwnctly the wourds used by Senztor
Yunoz Marin in describing this agpeet of the situation to you.
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Februury 12, 2937 f
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Dear Ruby: AN

I thought I saw in the paper the
otiner day th:t the Liber:.ls hud joined
with the other party in Puerto Rico
and everyone was working in hormony.

I think it 1s better for we not to see
Ure Harin «t tie present tiume, us it
always creates the impression that he
has un inside hold on the administration,
which, of cours:, 18 not true,

He would be listened to just as
anyone else would be listened to and
his stutewents glven consider.tion, but
the lmpression cunnot go out that he hes
anything exclusive, und for tht reuson
I think it is better for me not to
see him,

I know of coursat that you re
entirely disinterested and nre simply
anxious to see thut things .re settled
to the best interest of all concerned.

I also would like to say thit I really
think the best interests of ull concerned
would be served by u thorough understunding
among Ernest Gruening, Oscar Chapman, Xr,
Ickes, .nd the vurious Puerto Riciun parties,

Affectionately,
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Dear Mra. Roosavaelt

I have discussed with Luis Munog Marin, in the strictest confidenca
(which I guarantee will naver be violated), the view that Puerto Ricans should
decide between independence and statehood.

This view seems very hearteaing to me, and to him.

From this position, I believe, the whole distressing mess about the
political status can find a rapid and unlversally satiasfactory solution — if
properly handled.

Munoz Merin le against statehood, although he believes it as dignified
& solution as is independence. He 1m'against it because he believes in a
divergified economy based on amall land-holdingas and local seltf-sufficiency in
tropical food products, and in a regeneration of the coffee industry which can be
achieved only through tariff-making and treaty-making powers. He tried without
success, although he got sympathy, to gat the Department of Stats to include
benefits to Puerto Ricen coffee in the reclprocal trade agresments. The U. 5.
would have to yleld advantages to foreign nations at all of its ports of entry in
exchange for bensfita to a group in Puerto Rico.

The backbone of the statehood propaganda is the sugar industry. The
sugar industry does not really want statehood, What it actuelly and realistically
wants is a continuance of the present system which insures them large profits
and does not burden them with federal taxes,

But the anomalous colonial system — delegated, revocable powers —
is so thoroughly disliked in Puerto Rico that no one dares to advocate it without
a disguise. Therefore, as a defense against independence, suger backa statehood,
which would cost it a few million dollars in taxes but would insure it the
peraanent privileges of the tariff. Sugar interests are realgned to pay the
taxes in exchange for the privileges, as a matter of good business for them.

I feel confident that most advocates of statehood, ocutslde of sugar,
would prefer independence to the eontinuance of the colonlal system, and that
most advocates of independence, barring the few and fanatical Hationalists,
would prefer statehood to a continuance of the colonial system. The Republican
Party of P. R. in fact advocates independence as an alternative to statehood;
end the Socialist Party is committed to accepting the result of a referendum,

Much depends, however, on the psychological precision and serupulous
fairness with which the idea of a choice — with sportsmanlike and democratie
acceptance of the majority view by the minority, whichever turns ocut to ba
which — 18 presented.
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I think, with all the honesty of my combination of affections — to
the President, to you, and to Puerto Rico — that a great saving of time and trouble
for the President and for you, and an incaleulable benefit to Puerto Rico, would
rasult 1f you and Munoz Merin could get together at my house at many time to
thresh out the whole thing, without interruption, without publieity, without refer-
ence to such problems as Ernest Gruening. The Liberal Party has slways been against
atatehood and that is why I belleve that Munoz Merin hes t.Ela key to universal
sincers acceptance of the cholce you mention.

I perscnally think that Munoz Marin has a technigue for accomplishing
a solution which could not be effectively assailed, in the United States or in
Puerto Rlco, but he really wants to talk with you rather than to you.

You know, from what Munoz Marin teld you when you recelved him lasgt, that
nermal "channels” are clogged, by & curlous dam, agsinst an unblased approach to
an Intelligent solution. T think that I do not heve to aasure you that I have no
personal interest in this, except insofar as my interest in the Roosevelt administration
and in Puerto Hico may have becoms a matter of personal — though not financial —
interest, just as my interest in other fundamental problems, such as labor, is of
personal interest because I care,

Therafore, I am confident you will understand that the sitnation ia very
delicate, that Munoz Marin cannot, in vlew of Puerto Rican opinion, risk his public
usefulness by allowing ideas to reach Ernest Gruening which Ernest in his present
mood, might use to achleve the pelitical destruction of Munoz Marin — such as
the idea that Munoz Marin in some way may be advocating statehood. Luis could,
however, (in utter confidence) take whatever political risk may be involved in
heartily acclaiming the proposal by the President of a straight plebiscite between
statehood and independence — the only two dignified polutions — and create a
apirit of honest acceptance of the result. I think Munoz Marin deserves such
protection as the one outstanding Puerto Rican leader who has risked his political
nack to support the Roosevelt program in Puarto Rico, from the sugar-opposed
Costigan—Jonea sugar bill on. I have known Munosz Marin for many years and followed
his work closely. Although he is a consistent partisan of independence and is
ineguivoeally opposed to colonlaliem, I am convinced that he is the best friend
that the U. S. has in Puerto Rico; end he ls the only leader that actually sways
masgas instead of merely machines.

As you well know, this unsettled and unsettling question of political
status clogs progress toward solutlen of other fundamental issues, such as the
economic problem, in which Munoz Merin is deaply concerned.

I reiterate that I think you end he, in frank and undisturbed conversation,
could avolve a way to settle political status so that the President would have to
= spend only a comparatively short time thersafter to settle the increasingly
troublesome Puerto Rican questlion.

“Yours sincerely and devotedly, W
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Februasry 8, 1937 ' /

Dear Ruby:

I didn't sce the story, but,
\ i1 uny case, don't be concerned
about it. The only importunt thing
ﬁ\ is to wrouse enough interest to
improve soue of tihese institutious.

Affcctlonutely,

S50

Miss Ruby Black
824 National Press Bullding
Wushing ton
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EVENING GAZETTE, | i | | GAZETTE.
*:hlllﬂr M E-: ? RuUBY A. BLACK P““?E“ Bar, ';ll-i
L& DEMOCRACIA, v HEWS BUREAU STATE JOURMAL,
““:;".:‘:a‘m B B24 MNATIONAL PRESS BUILDING Madisas, Wis.
LEADER-TELEGRAM, o TRIEUNE,
Esw Clairs, Wis, DisTmicT 7038 Ls Coones, Wis
DAILY MORTHWESTEARN,
Dakhaak, Wi

Tebruary 4, 1937,

Dear lirs, Roosevelti
This is just to let you know thet neither tha
United Preass nor I sm responsible for the story about your
"education" of yesterdsy which appeared in the ‘lashington
Fost this morning with the United Preams py=llne,
The Post pgarbled 1t beyond recornition, I
learned when I went to the UP today to ask thet they
send me flugera deily gnd continue my salary, for the sake
of my chlld, when I am, on sccount of thet story, sent to
the Home for the Faa?la-uinﬂed, on a?piiﬁntiﬂn of lira,
Roosevelt, Dr. Smith, Capt. li1lliken, end sll the reporters
who were on the story yesterdsy.
_ I am sending carbon coples to Dr. Swuith and 51
Capte. Milliken, I

Yours devotedly,
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Feb, 15, 1937, |
Dear Mrs, Roosevelt: i
h I have not yet told liinoz “arin sbout
your letter,

I merely wented to assure you personally

that no_one would ever know that you had seen him,

think. that I would have sought to talke sdvantage
of you by using eny such telk with you to make
1t appesr he has an inside hold on the sdministretion.
The story in the paper .mernly sald that
the Liberals had voted with the Coalitlon on the
Fresildent of the Senste and th%"vpnnkar of the House,
and had pledged webwiwe themselves not to oppose
measures on partisen grounds., It does not, in any
sense, Indlecate that the vexed problem of future
status of Puerto Rico 1s settled. It 1s thls which
Munoz “erin would 1like to see settled, and for this
purpBse that he and I decided to ask you for the
proposed confersnce,
I think, es a matter of fact, that Munoz
Mgpin has made less publicity sbout his conferences
with the administratlion then any other leader. He has

)9
sean 3‘0% many othera without ever letting 1t be made
publio, while the others, including Barcelo of his own

party, alweys givatnug :tgrhl b:ftav%rytﬁannfgranu 3 no

tter how un or wro ] 8
fecsuse ha pamﬂtv;d no public wat&u&ﬁ andoLy (2 ( H’
people were beginning to ssy nobody would see him, Love, A




Februury 16, 1937

Dear Ruby: -

I will see Hr. Marin some
time after I get buck to Wushington,
.EE: there mu t be no publicity tlis

&,

: Affectionuately, 0

i Ilﬁ'.r
LT A

e e O by
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May 3, 1937

Dear Ruby:

The diffieylty seems to be that
Porto Bieo would not be granted statehood
by Congress in all probability at the
present tims and they probably would not
want independence without many of the sd-
vantages if it was meds sbsolute and aarriad
0O assistance whatsoever from the United States.
Thie would, of eourse, probably be what Congress
would do. Ths situstion seems a little bit
complieated and as far as I an concerned,
I think Mr. Muncz Marin had better deal
direatly with the President for I am not in
any position te represent him or gat him to
Elve me any really vory eatisfaotory enswer
on thase complications.

Affectionately,

Miss Ryby|Black
B24 Nat'l.—Pfess Bldg.
Wash., D.C.

DD
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April 22,1937,

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

When Luis Munoz Merin wanted to ase you privately &nd without
publicdity, it was to diascuss with you, with a view to later discus-
sion with the President, an administration bill to ce&rry out what
you said, in your confidential lstter to me, was the President's
view=--a2 determination of whether Puerto Hico wants statehood or in-
depandence. He had & lawyer draft & blll proposing & referendum on
thesze alternatives which he thought falr to both sides. The state=
hood section of the bill, I belleve, was ildentical with Commissioner
Iglesias' statehood bill. Naturally, if the President had been will-
ing to consider this, Luis planned to ask thet advocetes of statehood
be ineluded in the conference with the President and would have been
willing to support any chénges in the blll that statehood advocktes
would epprove, if necessary to obtain support of &ll Fuerto Ricaen
parties for it. Thes Nationalists, who are the vioclent "Yankee-
haters", would not be expected to support it, &s they do not support
the democrétic princlple of submitting to & referendum and do not
admit that any status but independence i1s acceptable.

But Luis was called gk home while you were away, and the con-
ference was never held. 8Since that time, many sad things have hap-
pensd, particulaerly the Ponce méssaore, The President's letter to - e
Dr. Gallardo, whom he eppointed Commissioner of Education, llkewise
aroumead needless & scontent in Puerto Rico. Flrst of all, it assumes £
tet Puerto Rico will always be under United States jurisdiction, an
assumption which the Fresident never previously made and which Sec-
retary Ickes &nd even Dr. Gruening h&ve previocusly indlcated would
not be made unlesa Puerto Ricins themselves so voted. Second, 1t
seems to repudiate entirely Dr. Pedin's method of teaching English

R

and other subjects, and apparently endorses & method which the most i 4

distinguished educators of mAny countrles have found, by experimenta- ..,

tion, to be ineffective. : 3
Luis, in nﬁuaaking of the letter to Dr. Gallardo, drafted by Dr m:,,&)

Gruening, said:"On the basls of Ernest Gruening's pleture,RooBevelt
is entirely reasonfible. Roosevelt was told 1t was & good thing to
step out of & window,and the window was described &s a French window
in & one-spory house. It was & skysoraper. The stepping-oub part was
all right, it the deseription of the building was eriminal."

T

Desplte the faoct that the Ponce mRsstcre &nd the dlabollically
oconcealed olubs in the President's letter to Dr, Gallardo about teach-
ing English (clubs concealed from the President,but not concelled
from Puerto Ricans) have driven many independentists more to the

———




left than they were previcusly, & representative gathering of

people from &ll political partles--all the Atheneum could hold--
last Sunday ceme out for & plebksclte bétween statehood and in-
dependence when ILuls proposed 1t. Only the dozen or so Netionalista
present opposed & popular vote on these two dignified alternatives.

I encloae & letter from Luias which explains the present situa-
tion. I also enclose the cable which the meeting authorized him to
send to the Presldent--a cable which has to be read carefully to be
understood fully, since it 18 not clear, in & hasty reading, that
Dr. Gruening, not the Presldent, i1s blamed for the aspect of the
letter to Dr. Gallardo which offended Puerto Ricans who believe in
independence, &3 well as those (including independentists) who want
Puerto Ricans taught English but who believe with educitors that
the Padln method 18 the more effactive.

I alsc enclose & clipping and a translation of the story in El
Pals about last Sunday's meeting. You will ‘Temember that E1l Pals
'is the of ficial organ of the Republican Party of Puerto Rico,which
hea always opposed Luls and which has always stood for statehood or
perménent union with the United States under some other dignified
status. I mention these factas simply to show that if there ‘could be
any leaning in the story, it would be against ILuls and independence.

I still have a copy o the bill Luis had prepared. Of course any such
bill, to recelve support of those on 811 sldes, would have to be emin=-
ently falr to both asldes. Thus, 1f Dr. Gruening's past action in
drafting the frightful Tydings independence pleblaecite bill is an
indication of poassible future &ction, he could not be entrusted
with the job of drafting the bill.

Luls does not lmow tet I &m writing this letter, but he told
me two weeks ago that hs thought it would do much to bring pesce in
Puerto Rico if a bill 1like the one drafted for him could be intro-
duced, particularly if it were done with administration support. I
am sending him & copy of th s letter, however.

I think that Luis would return at any tine if he felt that,as
the sponsor of this alternative pleblscite, he, together with a
statehood advocate, could work out this problem with the President.

0f course, neither this letter nor any of the documents in it
should be referred to the Depertment of the Interlor, in view of
Ernest Gruening's state of mind. I believe thatpdickwexirssitank
M Luls with other independence leaders 1f necessary
(not Netionelists) and statehood advocates, could clarify the issue

and even settle it if the President personally interests himself in
this mropoaal.

The benne cookles,which arrived yesterday, &re grand. I haven't
been &ble to eat any of the candy yet,but guests say they are swell,
too. Meny thanks, They gave & thrill to two young cousins of Herb's
visiting here.

Yours with love,




May 18, 1937

Dgar Huby:

I thourht when I telked with you
the othar afterncon that I had already die-
tated an answer to your letter, but I find
that I had only road it ard had rot yet die-
tated the meply. I pave you my ansver when
I saw you B0 will not bother to po into the
matter again, but I assure you that whenever
you embarrass me, I will let you know and I
will do nothinge that I do not want to do. I
am ready at any time to see meople representing
all sides of the situation in Puerto Hico, ard
if some of them do not come, that is their
fault - not mina.

Afisotionately,

Miss Ruby A, [Black
824 National 88 Bldg.
.‘“h-‘ D.G-

/Y



+ The DAILY WASHINGTON
. MERRY-GO-ROUND

REGISTERED . TRADE MARK

By DREW PEARSON and ROBERT B, ALLEN 2

WASHINGTON—Mrs. Roosevelt is always b
g0 anxiona to please that her charm sometimes !
gets the President and  his associates into
trouble. ;

Without knowing ‘it, she has been used by B
Puerlo Rican insurrectionists to help under- N
ar_inn her husband's own officials in Puerto ‘%.

ico. -

What happened was that Mrs. Roosevelt some
time ago beeame acquainted with Louis Munoz \‘n"‘
Marin, young Puerto Rican political leader, in-
troduced to her by a newspaper correspondent.

As time passed, Marin became one of the chief
fomenters of anti-USA agitation in the island. _

This agitation has become more and more |~
heated enlminating inthe shooting of & pared of -
Puerto Rican insurrectionists not long ago.

Ahout this time, Luis Munoz Marin asked for g
anolther interview with Mrs. Roosevelt, and
thanks to the pressure of the newspaper cor- ﬁi
respondent, who is a close friend of Mrs.
| Roosevelt, it was granted.

Result was that next day, Puerto Rican pa-
pers featured the news that Mra. Roosevelt
had received one of the leaders of the anti-
American movement. The inference was that
she favored this leader and opposed Dr. Ernest
Gruening, her husband's Director of Insular
Afflnirs,

Waord has now been passed to the First -
Lady to be more careful about the people she
interviews. )

Nuu—]‘m!‘aﬂnrtiﬂ observers who have studied
the Puerto Riean situation believe Dr. Gruen-
ing and Governor Winship are going & dgnud
job in a trying situation, Moat people don't
realize it, but Puerto Riean agitators are often
as fully armed as Hitler's Brown Shirts. The
recent shooting occeurred when demonstratora
appeared carrying rifles. Permission had been
given them to parade ‘without rifles, but they
showed up with them,

Batteries for Today

Joe Colton, editor of The

News, has worked ont =

tween the '™
whi *

-
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Mey 4, 1937.

Dear Mrs.Roosevelt:

T have waited & week to write to you about the enclosed copy of
an item leading of f the Washington Merry-Go-Round on April 26, which
was not printed in Washington. I waited two days after I got & copy
before t&lking with Bob Allen &bout 1t, so that I could get my fury
under control: Bob is supposed to be an old friend of mine, and it
was Aiffiecult for me to understand how he eould pullish such untruths
about you and me without at least consulting me about the fects,

The only true thing in it is the statement thet I introduced
Munoz Marin to you, unless it is true that you have been "warned."

Dr. Ernest Gruening, your "husbend's director of insular affeirs",
plented the story on Bob, even gulding him into saying that you em-
barrass the President. Bob confesses it and gilves evidence of 1t,all
as part of his defense of Ernest Gruening. I wonder--but I don't &sk--
how you feel about having your "husbend's director of. insuler effeirs"
plent such & story.

Bob, being the persm he is, does not admit that the story 1s
wrong in any deteil--not even the obvious detall of the relative dates
between Luls's talk with you and the Porce massacre, the talk having
teken place long before thet. No honest Puerto Ricen eper represented
thet "one of the leeders of the anti-American movement"™ had aseen you.
Luis, of course, 1s not &n insurrectionist; not & "fomenter of antl-
USA agitetion." This is easy to prove.

Bob said that he wrote this only because I had "planted" upon
John Frenklin Carter (Jey Frenklin) the "vicious and unfeir" column
about Ermest Grusrdng. This 1s untrue. Two days after the FPonce messa-
cre, mare than & week before the column appeared, John asked me what
wea the truth aboat the Ponece affalr and I told him I had recelved no
informetion except the stories in the New York pﬂfuru and the AP and
UP stories. We talked general camditiondthere briefly. It was the
first t21k I had red with him in months. John's suggestions are not
exBctly the suggestions I would make, and Ernest lmew that when he
told Bob, Jerome Frenk, and others thet I had "plented" the story on
John. Ernest has been telling that to various mutual friends, and
l.nld.drg Eh.um to "set John right." Bob told me Carter "back-trecked."
He dldn't.

Bob continued to 1lie and telk in the most unguotably profane
epithets about Munoz Marin and me, but I recognlzed the lies, although




not the pleturesque profenlty, as coming from Ernest, since too many
of our mutual friends heve told me whet he tella them for me to fail
to recognize his tales.

B also told me that & member of the White House ataff told him
"thet G--d-- 8-- o= b---(Muncz Marin) would never set foot in the
White House agein." In view of Hob's lack of respect for the truth
in other portions of the conversation, a&s well as in view of other
things, I do rot believe that any member of the White House staff re-
posed eny such profane confidences in Bob Allen. I do think, howsver,
that Ernest told Bob he had arranged to keep Lulas from ever being
recalved at the White House again.

. The entire conversation with Bob in the House Presa Gallery,
which lasted an hour, 4 mply added to my collection of mlsrepresenta-
tions Ernest i1s telling to 811 liberal newspapermen, government offi-
cials, persons "glose to the White House", etc. Among those whom he
as propagendized, outside his own department, are Donald Hiehberg,
Morris Ernat, Charles Taussig, Rex Tugwell, Jerome Frank, and Tom
Corcorén. Some, but not all, of these have been convinced. He talks
about me to my friends "mare in sorrow then in enger" and tells
people who 1like me that I am being misled. I have studied Fuerto Rico
carefully, delibersately, and dispassionetely for five yeers, and I
think I have enough dlscernment to ses when &ny one 1s "using" me.
The only person who he sever succeeded in "using" me in conneetion with
Puerto Rleco is Ernest Gruening, at whose reguest I used to send costly
coded cables, a2t the expense of La Democragla, to get information
which he dd not wish to seek through reguler governmentél chéannels,
or to start action in which he dic not wish his hand revealed. The
purposes, if not the methods, were-good, I thought., This 1s the only
deviousiess I Imve ever engaged in.

All this, however, exemplifies my conviction that Munoz Marin
wlll never be allowed to take up eénything with the President, &s long
a8 Emest is where he is, unless the President himself requests 1t.

It would be impossible, even in &n hour's conversation, for me
to tell you the extent of the misrepresentetion which Ernest Gruening
is deviously and very cleverly spreading everywhere about me &nd about
Muroz Merin., It is so overwhelming end so overpowering that I find it
difficult to believe it myself even when the evidence of 1t 1s befors

my eyes,

The enclosed stetement of Garcla Mendez, Republlcen hpeaker of
the Buerto Ricen House of Representatives,cells for & determination
between independence and some thing llke autonomy or & dominion or com-
monweelth stetus,and says, just &8s Lules has always sald, that Puerto
Hicans unanimously repudlate the present colonial status. As you lmow,
garcie Mendez is an erdent advocete of stetehood. Other prominent Re-
publicanmy advocetes of stetehood, such &8s Martinez Nedal and Valdes,
have given out el milar statements, and have expressed their complete
willingness to ablde by the will of the majority.

I em terribly sorry that Ernest's campeign against Munoz Marin
end m led him to glve Bob Allen & story misrepresenting you.The last
thing &= I would ever d 1s to emberress you, or to attempt to per-
suade you to do anything which would embarrass either you or the Pres-




you for me to ask for an ppolntment for a man who, alone ameng pol-
itieal leaders in Puerto Rieo, hag unswervingly supported the Presi-
dent and Secretary Ickes, sven when others opposed their

Drogram or
were silent to keep from antagonizing the Sugir intereats, fu.tu
8t11l does 1it, despite Ernest,

I am sorry, really, to take up so much or your time. But there
are times when T mist, at least, sumarpize avean

This may be the 1a st time, a8 far as Puapto Rico
your last letter. T hope not, for T hope t
cin come whila Four husband 4s President.

goes, in view of
hat some heppy solution

Yours with love ang regret abait the column,

o




From a statement by Speaker of the House, Miguel i, Carcia Mendez,
published in El Mundo, April 19,1937,

"The transcendsntal declaretions of Preaident Roosevelt in his letter to the new
Comzisaioner uf'Euucutinn. Dr. dallardo,,.puts & period to futile discussions in
regurd to a plebiscite and establishes definitely that the policy of the Adminis-
tration in Washington...is end will be that of the permanent unicn of our peopls
wWith the people of the United 3tates, If the intention of the ..dministration of
FPresident hoossvelt were to grant independence to Puerto Wieo in either 8 short or
8 long time,...he would not have reguired of Dr.Gallardo thut he bezin without delay
to prepare the new generations of Puerto Ricsna in such manner 88 best to Tit them
for enjoying and fulfilling all the ricghts and all the duties of citizenship....This 2
very fundamentalist letter of Fresident Roosevelt ccmes.to be the reply te that
question,,.'here are we goinz'? Now all we in Fuerto Rico know whers we are going,
or better yet,where we &re--we are in permanent union with the .merican peopls.
“Fb; that clear and vital definition,,.we sre to be profoundly grateful to
President Hoosevelt...Put...the encoursginz letter would have been an even greater
reason for rejoicing throuzhout Puerto Hico if,et the same time that it discurds
independence &8 a solution for our stetus, it had made & positive and express state-
ment in rezard to the solution that will be ziven to our politieal problem,under the
~merican flag,...
"How that the let .er of President Roosevelt discards independence,.,. '
"...If all we in Puerto Hico uhite to'act in sccord with the orientation which |
Prealdent Roosevelt points out to us, that mutual sood feith will flower. |

".++The highest Magistrate of the Netion has just made the initial declaration

-

that the great majority of Puerto Ricans have so longed for,7.."




(Printed im E]l Mundo, April 19, 1337)

THE SPEAKER BELTEVES THAT TL& DECLARATICNS OF THE PRESIDENT
ENDED THE DISCUSSICN IN RECARD TO A FLEBISCITE., HE CALIS

UPON THE LIEBERALS

The Honorable Mimuel 4. Garcia Mendez, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, authorizes the following statement:

"The trenscendental declarations of President Roosevelt in his letter to
the new Commissioner of Lducation, Dr. Gallardo, in which he emphasizes in an
unmistakable and energetic menner the need of tedching more English to the Am-
erican citizens of suerto hico of this generstion which is rising, and of com-
ing generations, puts & pericd to futile discussions in rezard to & plebiscite
and establishes definitely that the policy of the .dministretion in lmshington,
like that which the people of Puerto wico sanctic.ed at the ballot hox, 18 &nd
will be that of the permanent unicn of our pecple with the people of the United
states, If the intention of the administretion of Fresident Hocsevelt were to
grant independence to Puerto fHico in either a short or a long time, thers is
no doubt that he would not have required of Ur, 3allsrdo thet he bezin without
delsy to prepare the new generations of Tuerto Ricans in such manner as best to
fit them for enjoying and fulfilling all the rights and all the duties of citi-
zenship. In reality, it may be said that this very Mindamentalist letterp of
I'resident :oosevelt comes to be the reply to that gquestion that Dr. Padin was
sccustomed to ask when he said he did not know whether to edusate for inde-
pendence or for union with the United States: "There are wa going"? Now all we
in Puerto xico know where we are zoinz, or better yet, where we are--we are in
perwanent union with the Ametican people.

"For thet clear and wital definition which comes to suppress once for all
the interpretative chatter of those who call themselves oracles of the sphinx,
We are to be profoundly graterul to Iresident Roosevelt whose contribution, as
8 ruler and 8as a man, to the happiness of ocur people hes already reached such
proportions that i the Puerto rdican hesrt were not so larze it eould not con-
tAin all the fervent gratitufde end all the warm devotion that it holds faorp
him, But this does not prevent the stutement that the encouragzinz letter would
heve been an even gre:tar reason for rejoieing throuzhout Puerte itico if, at
the same time that it discurds independence ss a solution for our status, it
hed made a positive end express statement in regard to the solution that will
be ziven to our political problem, under the Americen flag,

BI, personglly, have not the least doubt that parmanent unicn with the
United States, in harmony with the history of liberty of one and with the desires
for liberty of the other, can culminete only in the highest ,noblest, and most
worthy soclution, But I do not fail tc admit that there are inoredulous and
skeptical persons who refuse to recognize the pood faith of the zovernment and
of the people of the United States and whom a specifie, clear promise of
President Hoosevelt would have aknd to enter the ranks of those of us who are

working precisely for the securing of the longed-for formula,
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"For thet reason, I consider thet at the same time that the letter of
President Hoosevelt has dispelled the economic, sccial and political thrests
that were involved in fiery seperatiast preschings, it hes opened a road which
we Fuerto Ricans must leRrm to travel well if we do not wish to lose our way,
and for thet resscn I exhort everyone to proceed with the greatest cars now
and in the yeers to come. Secause, speaking with the frankness with which
every man should aspeak to his people, permanent union with the United States
may be obtained on the basis of the diznity end of the equality that we have al-
weys demanded, but there might &lso occur the unfortunate cese of continuing
indeterminately, against our wishes, on bases unerimously repudisted by Fuerto
LRlcans, if the Fureto hicans themselves recklessly and cepriciously hinder the
work of rapprochement and comprehensicn which is to be done in the interest of
securing the highest prercgatives that may be grunted to us in the exercise of
an equal eitizenship.

"Mow thet the letter of President Hoosevelt discards independense, it is
obligatory to continue inatructinz the people so that, iznoring sny .atlieicus
propazanda with which an attempt is mede to decelve them, they may consider
that in the process of the natural evelution of their politiecal =roblem on the
basis of that permanent union with the United States, the country hes to face
two formulas which do not exclude the possibility of one beins m stage in the
attainment of the other; that of Statelicod, & worthy and noble solution which was
accepted without hesitation by lMuncz Rivera and would be sancticred with legiti-
mate pride by almost all the Puerto fican pecple; and that of an {inter-independent
comupnity forming a part of the federated family of the United States, this lat-
ter a formla which is not yet aspecifically stated in the platform of any party,
but which, {mitating what ie graduaslly taking plece in England, would make of
the United States a Commonwealth of 4merican naticns, in whieh Puerte Sico would
appear 85 a member under conditions equel to those of the other parts of the
whole, Within that Commonwealth, mede fast by the ties of the flaz, of citizen-
ship, of eguality of purposes and of mutunl edvantages and duties, Fusrto Rico
would coms to be an ssspclated repu lic, or & confederated state, or whetever
one may wish tg cell it, but permenently and irrevocebly jolned to the people
of the United States.

"The formila reached will depend upon the izood faith of both peoples, one
towarda the other. If all we in Puerto Rico unite to act in eccord with the
orientation which Peesident Roosevelt points ocut te us, that mutual good raith
will flower into the greatest of realizations, But if, on the contrary, we
aow bltternesa and doubt,vi¥olence and hate, or if, t-hmu-;h indolence, we leave
the pmpression thet they exist, even thouszh in reality they do not exist except
in the minda of some discontented persons, then neither here nor there in the
Forth shall we find the necessary good faith, and there will consequently fall,
throush our own inccmpetence, upon the road of our politicel evolution, closing
it forever and makinz it bristle with thorns, the curse of our collective ruin,

"It is the time for deep reflection that r.quires patriotie rectifications
Irom those who have been traveling the wrongz rofd, The highest Magistrate of the
Fation has just made the initisl decleration that the great majority of Puerto
Ricans have so longed for.

"I do not know what the unwisa, the irresponsible, the demagogues, the de-
fenders of aparchy and disorder will contimue to think now, and what even those
who, in gocd faith, have defeneed and defend the ideal of independence through
the lawful means ur persuasicn, will continue to think inthe midst of this tempest
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of incomprehension which has been ultimately scourging Puerto Rico, and if
thers will or will not be a willineness to meke those patriotic rectifications
for the zood of the Island which so much needs the united efforts of its =ons,

"In rezard to myself, the just attitude of the Fresident comes to strengthen
me more firmly in the ideoclogy for me unchenged since my citizers spirit was
forzed in the free .merican school, whicn orders me 8s a patriotic duty to de-
fend permanent union on & plane of worthy equality in citizenship with that
great people, which hee woven with deeds in its unequaled history the democratic
principle *Opportunity for all' and the ennobling motto 'All men were born
equal,’

"For this frank and open attitude I am beinz attacked mercilessly. I shall
contirue to be meek attacked pitilessly. Bu shall continue serensly in the
performance of my civie dutles until by h r blows I cause to break in pleces
the rock of thet indifference which hes had "uertc Ricoc on ths berder of & defin-
ite collapse a8 a neople,

“To my first eall, the country courteusly responded throuch ita popular
leaders, The citizens' leagues, the president of the agriculturists +sscciation,
and other cttstending entities and persons of morel standing in the country
have alsc already responded to the second call.

"Hers is the third, given prestige by the previcus indirect indorsement of
President Ropsevelt and also given prestige b, the invineible power of truth,
which, sccording to the philoscpher, may be sweet or may be bitter, but 1s never
evil. In this third call I ask to have expressed the sentiments of all the
other Puerto Hicen hearts that long for the happiness of Puerto Rico through
permenent union with the people of the United Stetes, without excluding the
nuclei of opinion of the Libe al Party who were alweys willing to-Sive their
warm apnroval to the paths marked ocut by the exceptional directing force of
Pre ident Roosavelt.®




Hyde Park, N.Y. u
July 19, 1937.

Dear Ruby: ]k;ﬁ 3~

I think the truth of the matter is that you
oan not very « 11 be a teacher in the public
schooles of Porto Hico, whare the policy 1is
going to be that the English language must
be taught primarily and not as & secondary
language. Therefore, in the primary grades
practically all the courses must be in Eng-
1ish. Bpanish can also be taught, but as a
sscondary language,

This of course, would be unnecessary of Porto
Rico became free, but as I understaend 1%,
even the Porto Ricans who advocate freedom,
desire to retain such advantagea as being
part of the United “tates has given them.
Therefors, it is very diffiocult to reach any
definite conclusions.

I wonder Af the person who follows lr.
Gruening will be more suoccessful, because
while I hope Wery much he will be, I am
afraid that the situation is going to be &
very difficult one.

We haven't had as much peace and quiet as we
noped for but that will come I expect, in time.
I do hope you have a grand holiday. i do not
expect to be anywhere near you, but I 1ike to
think about you and later on perhaps you will
et away for a week end and come up here,
% know the kodak will please llttle Eleanor
Berge very much, you are gweet to send 1it.

Affectionately,
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Ean Clalsw, Wis,

RuUBY A. BLACK
HEWS BUREAL
BlE8 eeomaTionaL PrEss BuiLpiss
WASHINGTON, D, C.

DiaTRicT O30

PRESEGATETTE.
Grwas Bay, Wis.
STATE JOURNAL,
Madives, Wi
POST-CRESCENT,
Agalaten, Wis.
TRIBUNE, -
La Crasse, Wi
CAILY HORTHWESTERN,
Oiahbeab, Wis,

July 17, 1937,

Dear Mpra, Hoosavelit

I am enclosing & letter which
to transmit to you.
tor

lira,. llendoza aaked me

She was afrald you would never see the leat=-
end it would simply be referred to Nrnest Gruening, who

would be further prejudiced sgeinat her becsuse she wrote to you,
S8he did not express the ides in the latter pert of thst sentence.

I added 1t as mn explenetlon of why she wanted 1t to

to youe

3'0 dirsct

Edupsatlon Commissioner GAllerdo told her the only

Ehim agalnst her was that she appes
eys commission, end that "superiors
her contrsact.

d to testify before the
ordered him nobk to renew
As he 13 appointed by the Fresident with the

advice end consent of the Senate, psople natyrally wonder what

this means,
ordered it.

They believe, of course, that Gruening snd Winship

Mrs, Mendoza asks me to tell you that Allghmr Gerfidld .
Hays, Williem H, Nunn of the University of iuerto Rico, and Lewis
Gannett of the N.Y, Herald-Tpibune lmow her, 1f you wish to Inquire,

Puerto Rlco waa delighted to hear that the Freasident
had accepted Cruening's resignation esa FARL sdminlstrator -- axcept
those who had been kowtowing to him in the hopes of getting or

keaplng Joba,

W& sre, leaving Sunday for our vacation,
at Ripshin Farm (Sherwood Anderson's place)
If you shoul

is 22 miles from Marion, Va..

‘.Ilrﬂ shall he
Troutdale , Ve,, which
be driving in that

part of the.country, some spend a nipght or s lunch or & dinnar

with ua, W_ hope to be there three weeks
Congress 1s on the verge of & djournment,
have to mish back,

unless it looka aa 1if

in which cose I shall

in your columm, es if you are having &

You sound
ood time, but not quite as much rest as you indicated to the
ress Gonf'oranuu that you expected,

I thought the Presidont's lstter last night wes aswell,

Herb ssks me to thank you for the asuto
He 18 hav

Dutelwsa County Cuide, He valuss them,
with the collection of the Guides,

Yours with love,

-y

g,

flady

'?LJ_ : oAy T fetrle san

et -1

LR —

apha in thes
a grand time

' ek
¢ fl?-:‘a:;? Lag X




Decsmber B7, 1937

Dear Ruby:

Many thanks for my Christmas gift.
It is the nicest kind of a present and gives
ms a great deal of pleasure.

Affectionately,

Miss Ruby|Bla
a18 Hat'l.‘ﬁs:u Building
Wash. D.C. oD
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EVENING BAIETTE, PRESS-GAZETTE, B

Warcesiar, Miss, " RuUBY A, BLACK . Blyns Ban W
LA DEMOCRACIA, | HEWS BUREAU ; STATE JOURMAL,

Ban Juss, Pusria Bha 818 WELY NATIONAL PrEss BUILDING T | tm..r.....‘:l..
m"'ff.f.”:ﬂ?. WASHINGTON. D. C. _r'f f' ! a0 i ;.E,R,.L.“f., -,.-T.'._
LEADER. TELEBRAM, = fEk™ ) TRIBUNE,

Eas Claise, s DisrEicT 7030 : ] La Ciniia, Wi,

|I hf DAILY HOBRTHWESTERM

[ . Dbk, Wi, J

Dear liri, Roosevelt: Here is your pitifully small Christmas il
present, with all my love and my admiration Tor bringing ,||

hope end joy to so many people all the year. ",iu_h}/? L i
Dee, 17, 1937, (-7

I
Sra, Carmen R, de Alversdo, iy .
Asoclscion pro Selud Maternal e Infentil de .uerto Rioo,| /.
3 Subida Iglesis, v
Santurce, A
Sen QPusn, P.R, rt.m y
1

Dear Carmeny

Here is _the Christmss present for our friend, sgein
much smaller than I hed hoped, HMaybe sanething will happen that
I cen afford to give her en Faster presents I hope Bo, @ truth,
confidentislly, 1s thet Le Democracis has not been sble to pay me
for several months, end that 1s why I am so penniless,

' I earned this, on 8 very busy day when my n:&lintant was
8lck, by doing a apecisl 11ttle etory for the Hew Yorlk ‘ims om
Semoa. I was sbout to turn down the sasignment, when I suddenly
realised that it would provide the “hristmas present, so I dahhed
out end wrote sbout ons insular poseession in order to get a pres-
snt for snother]

I wrote Phyllis recently, but have not heard from her,
Yy write and tell me how things ere going. Our frisnd
mlght 1like to hesr, tdo. I cen sive her any report you may carea
to send to me rnr_fm-.

1g oW, 1 osn feel s conaidersble satisfaction in lmowe
ing that u{ membership end my two $4 presrmmts to my friend can °
bring suppliSs to perhsps s dozen Puerto Higan fomilies for e year,
if you can still get @ year's supplies for 80 cents,

Maybe some day I'1l get @& good Job, and then I'11 give
fine presents to my friend send some on my own,

With best wishes for Christmas end the c aming year, I am
Yours devotedly,

4




Fobruary 14, 1938

Beur Ruby:

I have inscribed thes book

for ?Mm and left it with
Mr, Muir,

I think the walentines are
very cunning and I huve given the
President the one which Jane left for
hin.

-
-7( I will be wary glad to have
to dinner on
the E3rd at 7:20.

Affeationately,

Misa Ruby Black
National Press Bldg. 5:0D




EVFHING GAZETTE,
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RuBY A. BLACK FRESS-GATETTE,

Warcaaier, M. Sowan Bay, W
LA DEMOCRACIA, L MEWS BUREAU STATE JOURMAL,
B4 unn: Panvin. Mo B18 824 NATIONAL PRESE BuiLDING Matleon, ::'
EVREHING JI:IUFI:?:.I WASHINGTON, O. €. POST.CRESCE ‘m
LEADER-TELEGRAM, o TRIBUME,
Bas Claire, Wis, DiaTRICT TOA@ [ =T
DAILY HORTHWESTERM,
Diahkask, Win,
r Here are the Valentines Jane made for you snd the
Pragident, The sslections werse entirely her own.
“pt, don't you think? February 11, 1938,
Dear bps, Hoosevelt:
When Hockwell Kent wes here during the past o !
week to testify before & House committee in favor of ' 1S
8 Federal Depertment of Arts he expresaed & great { iy
desire to meet you beciuse of your helpfulness in e
developing Federal Arts projects. K
He will be in Washington to lecture on A o
February 24. He could stey through Februery 25, 1ﬁ '

end possibly could arrive on the morning of the
23rd, if by coming eerly or by stayilng late he
gould see you for & few minutes.

If you will tell me whether you could
see him at &ny time on February 23, 24 or 25 I will
send the informetion on te him. /

As ever,




PRESS-GATETTE,

i s i e RUBY A. BLACK e Wi i
LA DEMOCRACLA, HMEWS BUREAL STATE Joum:‘:.
San Juss, Peirie Rice B18 8d4 NaTioNAL PRESS BUILDING m_r"‘“""‘“ o
i e WASHINGTON. O, €. .
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Eww Clairs, Wis. ."\ CisTRIET TOI@ La Crasea, Wit
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d & * 'b Ohabkosh, Wi
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iy

Feb. 14, 1938,

Dear hira, Roosevelt:

At Cnristmes, I Bave Virginia lancock
this copy of "This Is My Story," to her great delight.
The Hencocks are next-door neighbors of mine, very fine
people, who nhedn't had e job in the famlly for nesrly 8
yesr until I gave Virginia a job in my offlce at the
begiming of the year,

I hope that you can inscribe your name
in this copy for Virginia ﬂanuouk, ga it would mean 1
much to the Hancocks.

Don't bother to mail it back to me.
Just leave 1t with lir, luir, and I'll collect it some

day when I am passing by.

Yours with affection,




!fl.r'

EVEMING GAIETTE, |

PRESS-GAIETTE,
Warsesier, Mass, T RUBY A. BLACK Sraan Buy, Wis.
LA DEMCCRACIA, HMEWS BUREAL STATE mlu:h-]._.
B Jusen, Wuasta Rlas Bad-M AL PRESS BUILDING Madess,
EYEMING JOURMAL, € 18 !T::':INGTQ c POST-CRESCENT,
Jumeriewa, M, V. WA MN.D. C. Appleton, Wi,
LEADER-TELEGHLAM, T TRIBUNE,
Eau Claiss, Wi, Dintmicr FO28 Ls Crases, Wi,
DAILY HORTHWESTERM,
Orakbaak, Wi,

r /
Feb, 16, 1938,

Dasr Wrs, Hooseveclt:

' I Imow it will be an unexpected ﬂaligh‘g-__tp/
Roclonell Kent to dine with you. !e had no Mee of anything
but maybe a few minutes talk sbout art for and by the neople,
sponsored by the government.

Is he to take the invitetlion from me sa THE
invitation, or will lprs, Helm or some one write him & note?
His address is Ausable Forks, N.Y., if you want it,.

I'm sure he will esk me what to wear, too,
Is it black tie, red tle, or white tie?

You were, I am ﬁlﬂﬁ to repprt, elected to active
merbership in the Yomen's National Press Club last night --
but I had to get up and deny in sll-inclusive detail amd

with final end definite emphasia that I am your ghost, 1
thought that old wheeze had dled long sgo, but s member of
the club actuelly said that "Everybody kmows" I am your ghost.
Of cour§e, if yoUi Bhould ever need s ghost, which I do not
expect, I hope somebody will put in & pood word for me, if

I feel strong enough to undertake 1it.

I'11 give Jane your messace sbout ths Valentilnes.

If you are writing to Hockwell end giving him the
information I esked, you do not need to answer this, 1 have
written him whet you smeid,

Yours wilth love,

-




April 20, 1938

Dear Bubys:

Mrs. Roosevelt has had a wvery nice letter
from & farm woman in Texas, who, finding Lerself
in & rut, surchesed & hew red hat and went to town
to hear Mrs. Roosevelt's lecture, after which she
says she is able to take up her work with new energy.
Thls wonan seems to he a great sdoirer of yours, and
I aa sending you the paragrashs from her letier which
mention you.

Vary asincerely,

Secretary to
Mra. Rooaevelt

Miss Buby A. Black
Fi 818 Nutional Press Building
Washington, D.C. 0
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April 25, 1938,

Depr Mpra, Roosevelt:

Ihere ere two recent bright sayings of my 6-year-old Jane
which I cannot resist telling you,

One day she told me she thought ybu wre the greatest woman
in the world, I msked her why, After & moment of conslderation, ahe
sald:

"Well, I would 1like to vote for her fop Prealdent, We All
the ‘r esldents so far have besn méen, apd I think it would be a niae
change, and I think she woulH be a zood President,"

%o far as I know, she had never read engthing ebout you for 4

% esident, and I know we had never mentioned such e thing to her, v :f‘""“"

Aled, she 1s very conservative end feminine rather than Feminiast, -/~

[ o T

Friday night, when we got home, she was playing phonograph | T
records. After she stopped her progrem, she said to mei i

"My fevorite record is 'Sing Me a Song of Social Signifi- \’-"‘JF"’“‘*-
cance ,Y" g

Don't you think the "Pins and Needlea" authora, compesers,
and sponsors would be surprised to heap that & 6-year-cld finds that
this 1a hor favorite rhonograph record?

Can you find a time for breskfast, lunch, dinner, or efter-dinner
at my house, with the usual Martha, Geno, Bess, ﬁmmn, and Tommie some=
time before you_go away, or when you come back for e day or two, or

any time? 1I'd love to have you, end I think I should hsve the

privilege of the "turn" this yegw, If you can malke it without incon-
venlenclng yourself,

With much love, I am, es aver,

Yours sincerely,

J. -

R




April B6, 1938

Dear Ruby: 6&’"

Mra,. 1t hos written to
thank Mr., Earl ilan for his book, "Journey
to Manasoa", The inseription is nice und

Mra. Roosevelt is looking forward to rwoding
tha book.

_ Mptyesionately,

Miss Huby Black
Hational Press Building
Kashington, D.C.

on




Uay 17, 1938

Dear Rubys

Mrs. Roosevelt asked me to say that the
only thing to do would be to refer the pecple to
the National Poundation for Infantile Paralysis.
Tnfortunately, Wurm Springs is crowded to he
doors at the moment and T know that their patients'
aid fund is exhausted and they have & long walting
1iat,

However, the family would probably feel
better about it if they ecould have this information
tirect from headquartera.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Uras. Roosevelt
Miss Ruby ABlack
211% Prince et
Alsxandria :
Virginia 80
—+

Rumon Lonbaz, Jr. in Puerto hico

Returned letter from Luis sunoz-turin ehout & child,
i
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May 27, 1938,
Dear Mrs, Foosevelt:

It was a delightful surprise to find the Mexican
tray, or bowl, in my office the other daye, It's especlally
nice to get a present when trere's no "occasion.” 1t goes
besutifully with two smaller frult bowls which Manry Maverilck
brought us from Mexico.

I am enclosing excerpta from a latter from my fbhrmer
high anl:j_qg*l fpiend =- the ome who bought a red hat and went to
Lu‘hhock,,to hear you spesk. I sent her a copy of yaur co lumn
which quoted from her letter.

I am golng to New ¥ rk Tue sday afternoon, to stay
three days to try to llne up some magazine erticles or sE:mn 5_)
kind of writing -- books, column, or whatever == 80 I can,begin

o make & 1ivAng instead of gust working. My emrnings were $1,443
last year, and I think that's too 1ittle for one of my educatlion
and experience and, maybe, a little sbidity.

I shall stay at the Governor Clinton Hotel, for which
one of my pepers sent me a "due bill," Otherwise, I should not 3

. have had enough money to go to Haw Yu;‘k at sll, Also, thank
goodness for th; Royal Blue trainl
Much love and many thenks,

/
?fl Hml%n 'ﬁﬁllnl. w?tr&'ﬁlﬂ.ittﬂd tn(m:t g1l his possessions 8

his wife, &nd ttle boy were wesring, en
Iﬁ:' :pamig:gmn Ehnir hnrul:l {rnntcd] burned down last weelk.
- T _




Excerpta from & letter from Hina J. illeedrick
of Sweetwater, Texas,

When your letter, containing the clipping from
Mra. Roosevelt's column, c&me my spirits shot up in the air
like & sky-rocket. So far did I soar that I am just now
getting down to earth again. It was just time for the even-
ing chores when my husband ceme in with your letter and I
became so excited over braakinﬁ into print that I went out and
fed the chickens in my "Sundey" dress and shoes. A farm woman
18 not usually gerbed in her best bib and tucker 8t this hour
of the day but I, too, had just come in from playing "socliety"
in the ecity of Sweetwater. I've been thinking of myself as
the smell town girl who made good and the thrill that comes once
in & life time, etc., ever since.

Seriously, you will never know how very much I
&pprecifate your thoughtfulness in taking time from your busy
life to send me the clipping nor will Mrs. Hoosevelt ever know
how happy I felt that she even considered my letter for I know
she receives hundreds of like kind, only mine must have sounded
8lllier than all the cthers and it caught her attention. I
did write 1t in a moment of enthusiastic conference with myself
after my return from Lubbock &nd the world still retains the
rosy hue but I rether think it is the reflection of lirs. Roose-
velt's charming personality and interesting telk instead of the
red hat and topper.

% % 4 4

I wish I had time -- well, I heve all the time
in the world for that matter, but rather, if I thought you
and lirs, Roosevelt had time or the inclination to listen, I
would like to tell you of the veried comments (both pro and
con) I have heard about her recently. I admire her so very
much that, like her son , Elliott, I almost went into action
at & club meeting when one wom&n from the so-c&lled intelli-
gentsia (you lkmow how some people get educated beyond their
intelligence) spoke unkindly, to suy the least, of Mrs. Roose-
velt.

£ Another "friend" remarked that "busy women like
Ruby Black and prominent women like Lle&nor Roosevelt did not
spend their time writing to farm women and that Nina just had |
& vivid imagination". Needless to say, the farm woman wasted ’
no time in an effort to convince her &nd is very happy in her
own lnowledge that carefully tucked eaway in her desk &nd in
her heart i1s the kindly word of greeting from both of you &nd
the 1little clipping will be & treasured memento to hand down
to my gréndehildren, only I happen not to have any children.
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June 8, 1938

Dear Ruby:

I think your article sounds very interesting. What do
you think of June Rhodes as a ploneer in a certain line of
new bueinesa? There are some people plonerring in ~conomics
today on the yearly wage 1dea; I have heard of one or two
big firms but I cannot think of their names. I wonder if
the trade journals or even the Lashor Unlon Headaun~teras ocould
not tell you. .

In soecial problems I think that Molly Dewson could give
you a number of good leads.

1 don't seem to be full of sumseations today. I think the
lagt few days have been a little wearying . But I know that a
few years ago ¥r. George Draper in New York could have glven
you od leads on agencles, particularly those interested in
the fleld of study of paychology and the mind. I will be glad
to try snd think s 1little further if th-ge don't lead %o enough
for you. |

Tommy was trken very 11l on Sunday night nnd 1l the follow-
ing day we were very anxious. Ohe 1s bettr, hut it will be a
oouple of days before we will be really sure of her progress,

a she had some peritonitis. So I chanxrd ell my plens and
etayei ~n here, and I think I w n't leave here for more than a
day until I go to New York on ths 13th, ~nd then to “Yeghington
on the 15th.

I am glad you talked to George Carlin and I ahall look for-
ward to seeing him and all his fanlly at Hyde Park thias summer.

I love the ploture of Eleanor and your Jane and am teoking
it to show Tommy this aft<rncon.

Every suocess to vou.

Affeotionately,
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Dear Mrs. Foosevelt:

T enclose thds letter to you, but I do not esk you to
do anything ebout it., I have not forgiven her for whet I bellsve
to have been deception of me, end of you through me, previcusly.
I heve also sald I would never spend esnother minute doing anythlng
for any Nationalist, as I conaider the Nationallsts untrustworthy
and 1likewise the worst enemles of independence for HMuerto Rico.
Byt here's the letter. \

While I was in New York lest weelk malking contacta for
magezine articles and books, & conversation with a Ensprmpridian
Cosmopolitan editor suggested that I gubmit an outline for an
apticle on "The New Bioneering . I have heard you mention many
times the opportunity for ploneering in economic, political, end
social problems. I wonder 1if you sould cite exemples of perasons
or organizatlons who ere doing such ploneering (of course, I inow
spmo, including yourself). I am interviewing people et Sclence
SSpyice this afternoon on the "new ploneering in sclence, Or
could you give me sources of such information® in the fleld of
the sociml, politiecal, and econonic sclences? Or on the New Frontlers
in these flelds? The Unexplored Uontinents of the Mird? The New
Adventures? Cprasati | Qb o0, L gl .uf(a.mi_? f;i’-a’ Té.o =z

0f course, I don't Intend for you to write my article
for me, but I would be grateful if you could give me some tips on
BOUrCAs.,

I had e long talk with George Carlin, and he 1s looking
forward to bringing "the youngest® to Hyde Park this summer.

Here is @ larger picture of EZleanor end my Jane, made
8t Vgl K11l in “ugust, 2936. ough en error, 1 sent the smaller
pleture last year.

.

Yours with love,

&




y June 30, 1938
Dear Ruby!

Thanka very much for the copy of
BOWLEG BILL, Bomehow or other, 1t seems
that life is never properly adjunted; when
I've been buug and rushed and had no time
for reading, longed for a chrnoe to do
nothing but read all day long, =snd I gusse
1t 18 Just the perveralty of ﬁuman na ture
that when I had nothing to do but read all
day long, I didn't want that either.
However, I am gning to loaf a little and I
know I will enjoy reading BOWLEGC BILL,

You were sweet to aend =o many mes=ares
and I am very happy to he able to tell you
that I am perfeotly alright again and expeot
to be better than ever.

With many thanks,

Affeotionately,

Migg Ruby Black




T S, ' RUBY A. BLACK PRENSSATEYTS,

Wereaater, Mass, Grawn Bay, Wis
LA DEMOCRACIA, MEWS BUREAL STATE JOURMAL,
i e 818 #as NaTionaL PrEss BuiLoing Madisan, Wi,
EVEMING JOURMAL, POST-CRESCENT,
i WASHINGTON, D. C. s
LEADER-TELEGRAM, o TRIBUME,
Ena Cladrs, Wis, DuaTRier TOAD La Crouss, Wi
DAILY MOBTHWESTERN,
Diakkesh, Wis

7
L : [ Vﬂ‘f
June 18, 1938, f,\‘

¢

W\

I have just ordered sent to you, from the publisher

Dear Tormies

(Brentano's being fresh out), & copy of "Bowleg B111," by 7,
Berger, who ia the seme as Jeremiah Diggs, author of the vary
swell "Cape Cod F1ilot,"

A man whose wife has just convalesced on it tells
mé 1% 1s highly heslthy for convelescents, T heven't read 1it,

Now please @on't write to me, or have eny one
else do so, I'll see you sometime before too leng, and you
can say 1t in person. Of course, if you don't get the book by
Tuesday or ngnesday. have somebody write me just that, end
I'll go after'en,

I em glad to hear you are coming along. DO

teke care of yourself,

Much léve,




, July 1, 1938

Ky dear Miss Elack:

In accordsnce with Nra. Eocsevalt's
instructions, T ua sending you the enclosed
&tatements from a letter she has receiwed from
Governor Blanton Winship,

Very sincerely youra,

MAdministrative Officer
Soclal Correspondence

Hips Maby 1. Black
818 Mational Press Building -
m. D.G.
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June 13, 1838,

Dear Mrs, Hoosevelt:

. I hope thet the suggestion I am maliing 18 not
improper. If it'is just let me know &nd be sure that
I intended no impropriety.

I su told tiut the Puerto Kicem Tustitute of
Tourism is considering not renewing its nresent publielty
&nd edvertising contract. What I leve secn of theirp
stuff has seemed to me rether poor, irad huch &s it
did not bring out the distinctive character of Puerto
Rico.

Mr. T. J. Maloney spoke to me in lew York
recently 8bout his ideas of advertising Puerto Rieco
&nd asked if I could bring this to the attention of
Governor Winship and Enrique Ortegs, Loth of wiom are
now in Washdngton. I told ihim the&t an introduction
from me to Governor Winship would be velueless,

Mr. lieloney is the publishier of "U. S. camere"
Bn Gnnual boolt which I believe you heve seen., "This
8nd other work of his which I love seen mike me believe
thet he really could do something to interest people in
Puerto Rico. 1 g particularly inportént rnow, i hg—
—miach as the Standerds act epplies to Puerto
Hleo the sime minimum wage us it &pplies to &1l cthep !
sections, &nd néy result in & vithdrawel by lew Jersey |
and llew York contractors of their eontrects for needle- |
work in Puerto Mico. Thus anytling that can be done |
to help the people make & living is particulirly urgent.

: I am enclosing two brief memorénds from jir.
kaloney with the hope that you might think it proper
to send them with & note to Governor Winship or kr.
Ortega at the Division of Territories &nd Island Pos-
sessions, Interior Depertment, suggesting that they
might want to t&lk with ir. Meloney.

I have no personfl interest in the mattep and
of course my neme should net be mentioned to Governor

Viinship,
Yours &ffectiona gul:r 3

e —— ——— - . - —— e
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Thank you very much for your letter of June 17th and the
enclosure with reference to kr. T. J. Maloney, regarding his
desire to be connected with cur tourist program for Puerto Rico,
and also referring to Mias Enright's interest in this matter.

The contract for publicity for the Institute of Tourism r";/ ¢
wes awarded to Steve Hannagan and Asscciates of New York about Y aiy
eight months ago, and the contrsot for advertising was ewerded | / '/

to Buchansn and Cempany of New York about five monthe ago. Lkiss ’
Enright's epplication, together with many others that had been f
recaived, were given very sareful consideration at thet time, At
Mr, Maloney's memorandum will be submitted to the Director of | '
. Tourism for future consideration.

I should like to have an opportunity, ona of thase days
when it is convenient, to talk over some ©f our Puerto Rican
problems in which I know you would be very much interested.

Sipecerely ¥

Mra. Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,
hlhiﬂgtﬂn. Do ua




August 4, 1938 j

Dear Rubys

I was glad to have your letter und
will apenk to Harry Hopkine amd Aubrey Williums.

o come by Val Kill 1f you sare in this
part of the country. I will te w.way, Lowever,
from the night of the 17th to the 22d.

Is there any way I could help on your
buresu work? I hate to see you pgive 1t un.

Affectionately,

0
l Miss Ruby Black
ess Bullding

Washington

' \lxhﬁu )\ R L e
R




gﬂ'rc still heving a lot of fun trylng to beat Rep. Il ward
mith with B1?.1 Dodd, ond now we thini: we heve s chence, Ickeg
blasted Snith beautifully this morning, '
€18 Netional Fress Bldg.,
Washingston, D.C. i
July 28, 1838,
-* 9
Desr Mra, Hoosevalt:

It has been sugpested that Herb Little be
appointed 13 succeed N, rt Milford cas WEAL Pressr relations
director, I don't know who fipst sugested i1t, but Herb
did not hear of it, end did not think of 1t, until after

1t had beon suggested to Aubrey Williams and Harry Hopkina.

e

Considering the situstion on the Seripps-Heward
papers, he would very much 1like to have the Job." &8ince
Bob Sgripps's death, the pepers have become less and less
libercl, more mnd more esverse to printing the liberal stories
Herb writes sbout labor, the pudiclary, the Le Follette
c¢ivil liverties investipgetion, etc,. 6anidnntlnlly, wea
hear that the Scripps-il ward buresu hors is 1likely to be ocut
down to & couple of ediforial writers, Tom Stokes to do
8 daily politicel story, snd the correspondents for the

"individusl papers, And, indeed, to keep Tom moras end nore

outaide ¥ 'shington, sn thet less HYashington news will po to

the newspapers. It's s pity eLout the 5 pipns-lloward pRpera --
they were libveral until liberalism begen to sct, pro-labor
until lerbor began to demand and get something Fﬂﬂ!_ltﬂﬂlf

and from government,

I am not asking you to do snything about this
Job for Herb. You needn't even mnswer this latter. DBut I
thought I would 1ike to have you know the situstion, just
in cmae you are asked fop advice, or ere asked to recorriend
somebody else,

I am st1ll strugcling with my ovn economic prob-

lem. Examination of my books ahows that, exclusive of tha
UP job, which I could do without any overhead, my burceu is
now making %30 a month =- no# anough to pay my cookls salary,
much less to pay thet and hep upkeep, too. I hsve not yvet
rosllzed any money on riegazine stuff, but seversl things are
in the mill, none of which may turn out, Heanwhile, there 1is
80 much news, desplte your abasnce and thot og-ﬂungrean, the

prems ﬂﬁurﬁ, end the Fresident, thet I havellittle tine
to work on magazine stuff, I hete to slve up the buresu, which
I spent ten years building u » £nd which onece paid me as much
88 165 a week, end yot I can't Eo on like this, . probably
cen get a cheaper office, but even that would no@fmake enough
difference to Justify uy going on 1ilke this, I have fired my
one reporter, but still hrve ny 1little sacretary, who geta only
$72 a month,

n

Youp laiy streak" would not he a lazy streslk

for anybody but youl I'm gleq you're getting some peace,
though., We don't yet know where we o re golng on vecation,

Which bogina ehout hug. 14, but if we drive near Val Kil,
wa'll call on you, if we may. With much love,
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. : August 29, 1938

B sl
" uies Hhﬁgxﬂlack

Hational Press Bullding
Washington, DN.C.

Dear Ruby:

I am sending you a folder gotten out by our once-
1ittle FPuerto Rican Yeedlework Cooperative, It will surprlse you
ag it did me - it®s really solid professional tone,

I was in the office the other day and swelled wiilk pride over

the really fine professional work-lse ihe cooperative is doing
now, in deeign, finish, and marketing. It ie definitely on 1ite
feet, 18 not only doing a lot for hundrede of Puerto Rican wowen
who were virtually starving a few years ago and whio now own their
own business, but is also setting new getandards of shop and work-—
ing conditione. The CIO in Puerto Rico regards the shop as a model
shop and a yardetick, It 1s showing the Puerto Rican trade that
it need not be ase dependent on NY jobbers and contractore as it

is now, that 1t is possible to do the whole job of manufacturing
in one Puerto Rican organization, from design, +he through B
purchase of materiamle, to packing, and pelling, direct to the-deper
department stores, Within that range, the Cooperative hae now cut
out_alYmiddlemen, a thing that was considered impossible a few
Jears BEO.

A8 I loock back on it, the organization of that cooperative was one
of the really great adventures of my life,

You remember that it grew out of the old needlework projects of the
Puerto Rican F.E,R.A., which neraigggg_g%ﬁg and produced clothing
at high prices for free dietribution to the poor. When the F.E.R.A.
was sbout to be ligquidated, I wae asked to work out some acheme
under which the nesdle-work project could be continued, eince

the PRRA made no provisions for women, Estebay Bird and I-wieurelssd
visualized a producers' coo Erntiva Tun -nia strictly <
bueiness principlep, aumpaﬁiipg with the orghhlized trade in tiedsm 115
own lines., Only that way colld we get the volume of buepiness needed
to make a definite impréssion on the horrible condition of the
Puerto Ricen women, and only that way could we hope to teach the
whole industry in Puerto Rico a definte lesson in bueiness-methods
through which it might be eble to pull itself out of its horrible &
glavery to New York jobbere,- & slavery that wae making the Puerto
Rican industry the worst sweatehop #Skde industry in the world, and
was ruining the quality of Puerto Rican needlework.

—— ED = = ; =
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Then came the battles. First we had to fight the FERA which aid no%
want to be liguidated. Then the Puerto Rican women roee against us
because they did not understand what we werd doliug, Thel the Fedvml
lawyers told us that <he tLlirg wild et Loo-iTly be done with
Federal money. At last they found a way and got us a little money
for a start,

After we started, and until we fifflly got the bulk of our capital,
all the Puerto Rican politicians tried to ruin us and get control of
the venture. We struggled along on a shoeéstring. We had to diecharge
one foreman and forelady after another, because they all played pol-
itice and we didn't have the money to hire a good one, Theére was

bad work, distrust, and hatred., Bird and I, a Professor of Economics
and an Explerer, had to step in and run the shop ourselvee, learn
about needlework as we went,

The politicians did everything poseible to tie up our capital and ham
gtring ue, Qur few thousand dollars were couing to an end with alroset
nothing to show for them., The & established induetry, in Puerto Riom
and in New York, began to fi ht us, Blrd and I had to handle dele-
gations of Puerto Rican inddstrialists, and show them that what we
were doing was to thelr advantage, Delegatione went from New York to
#ashington to protest against our getting our capital,

The battle lasted three monthe, and finally we got the capital.

A little while late there wae the great shakeup in the-PRA PREA.
Bird and I both resighed from Government eeedese eservice, The neediewek
needlework venture was in a very bad shape. There & was some talk of

. abandoning it, Because of the setup, that could not be done without
stirring up a lot of trouble. Then the PRRA wirtually washed i1ts hande
of 1t. Witk that Bird stepped in and took charge of 1t.

That profe:sor of economics has done a marvellous job, Ae he went, he

learned about the demende of the needlework trade, about-labor-or-

ganizatione (he invited the CI0 to step in and make a model-shop

put of it without killing it as & business), he learned about textilee
C: and pricea, about cutting, about the lNew York distribution of needle-

work, about the whole bueiness, from beglnning to end.

workers who owin 4%, ie all 4he Doocpemearkable when you conslder
the following: (1)The political machihery of the B4 United States ie
alnost entirely stacked against anything of thie kind; (2) In Puerto
Rico the total lack of econowic diecipline, the colcnial peycholopy,
and the lack of experience with cooperative principles, make almost
%51 kind of real cooperatives iupossible; (3) A prodicers' cooperative
B infinitely more difficult to bring to sucvcess than a consumers!

vooperative; (a1 95 8 32181 M TTa RASEY $8%o10AARMSRNaVETLCS

The fact that 1t 18 a success today, Fg? making money for tho

= g —— A
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manage & producers' cooperative,

But the job is done in amazingly short time. While I am out of it
entirely, I still ewell with pride when I visit the cooperativels

New York office and see how my Laby has come along, They have a beauti=-
ful office, beautiful things to show, a good designer, & good sales-
etaff, the whole thing with a professicnal air that is helping to

put it over. They have a euiiimm cutting—room there, and a lot of
womén ironing and packing the delivered goods.

It's grand, and a warvellous story. I want to write up that story

cne of these days because it is really an important one,- important to
the whole peychology of the Puerto Rican workers anéd the Puerto Hican
industrialiete, who are looking up now and learning lessons in how

to combat their present sweatshop status, mainteined in part by

the New York jobbers and in part by their own point of view,—-the cole-
nial peychology.

With best regards




August 31, 1938 - /

Denr Ruby!

1 have had two letieca from
Henry Goddsrd Leach, vho seems to be
rather deaparats gearching for a
paragon of intelligence and virtue.

1 don't think that you could
turn into the permanent person they
rant, but I wondered if you would
11ke to go snd sea him and undertake
the eampaign part of 1¢, or would that
mske it impossible for you to carry on
your ne work] 1 enclose both
of lila letters.

}ffantlunutnlg yours,

t21ae Ruby A. Binok
2114 Prince S5t.
Alexandria Ve
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September 6, 1938,

Deer Mrs. Roosevelt:

I am inclosing some meterlsl on the Puerto
Ricen Heedlework Cooperéative which may interest you.

About a year &go some of the people connected
with the Cooperative asked me 1if I thought you would be
willing te visit the New York office &t =zome time and in
such & way as to glve & 1little publicity to the Coopera-
tive and its products, and perhi&ps to mention 1t in your
column. Until now they heve felt that the Cooperative
had not progreassed far enough for sueh publicity to be
of lasting value, inesmuch 8&s it was not organized to
supply & large market. Apperently they now feel that
it 1s ready.

I suppose that they would like to have news-
paper reperters &nd photograghers present i1f you decide
to vislt the Madiason Avenue office. I was not told whom
you would talk with there.

If you should decide to go and should find 1t
convenlent to let me know in advance, I could tip off
the United Press and other friends there.

I see that you are to have the NYA with you
fgain., I wish that those of us who were there for the
WYh conference |ust year could be &long, but 1t is not
possible for me 8t least. We got back from our wacation
late last night feeling much better but I found & lot
to do.

Could Tommy write me some idee of when you Are
coming to Washington agein &nd of any plans for the next
few weeks which you would cére to make public so that I
could write & story on Saturday for the United Press?
During what period will you be on lecture tour? Do you
know the area in which you will speak?




Mrs. Roosevelt -- 2

May Cralg &nd I meéiled you & silly little
present from Bethany Deach where we both had & grand
time as did Herb &nd Jane.

Yours with love,

Lg“"[‘]’
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i 211% Prince St.,
Alexandria, Va.p
Sept. 14, 1838,

Dear Mres. Roosevelt and Tommies

Both of your letters came today, and I am grate-
ful to you for taking time when you are so busy, so
mentally occupled, end so far from home.

Apout the birthday party: I asked last Winter
and again last Spring to be allowed to glve the party
this year. I can't afford to glve a party at a grand
tea room, as Martha does, but I'd like to give the
party at my house, with the aid of Martha's and Besals
ingenulty in planning surprises. Of course, if plans
hgve been agreed to, I won't be selfiesh. But I'd
love to have the party, and I'm sure 1t's my turn.

Everybody here is so happy about Jimmy's coming
on eo well. It muet be gratifying to him and Befs and
hie parente to know how grestly he commande the affec=
tlon and mdmiration of those with whom he has come in
contact eince he has been in Washington,

I had a charming letter from Mr. Leach, in res=-
ponse to my inquiry about the job, but he's still on th
the fence, although he started out by eaying he was
tempted to wire "PLEASE CCME AT ONCE FCR FIVE WEEKS ZRXL
TRIAL AT ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS A WEEK." I have written
him that he has company on the fence, as I am not sure
it would be poeelble for me to be away from Wgehington
guring the period in which he would want me to work

or Hme

When I see you, I want to warn you of an effort
wnich I believe will be made in Green Bay, Wis., when
you lecture there, to make it appear that you are favorn-
ing a candidate for Congress, wlthout your knowledge.

There have been some strange golngs-on about
Herb's prospective WFPA job, together with some other
jobe in the government which othere g antegdge offered
to him, but he expected to know definl todaye
With love for you both,

Today 18 x Rubys Birthday.
Love,

gy (LN
ik




Beptember 20, 1938

Dear Ruby:

Npn. Hoogevelt r enlyed your
letter this morni d asb=d me to say
that she w!1l see/Vr. I*1les Fiirbsnle
when ghe is in Waehirigton nert weel.
we will telephone vou when w2 wet there.

Affeotlonately,

Yigs Ruby Black
211’ Prince Street
Alrxsndria

Virgnia




211% Prince St.,

Alexandria, Va.,

Sept. 18, 1938.
Dear Mras. Hooseveltt:

Since early thls yeae, Miles Fairbank,
regional administbator of the Puerto Rlco Reconstruction
Administration, has talked with me two or three times about
wenting to talk with you about the PRRR,

As far es I can tell from his few talks with
me, he dnu; not want to ask you to do enything. He wgnta,
he tells me =- and I believe him ==~ to tell you what has been

(end why)
done, in what respcts 1t 1s falling/to carry out the progrem
approved by the administration and not changed by eny official
ictinn, and what he 1s proposing in leglslation. I heve not
gsaan the legislative program {whinh does not propose & change
in poliecy) which he 1is prepering to pr esent formally, after
am informal talk with S,cretary Lckea, who approved his
informel presentation s I underatand. M soe Ao jﬁﬂhf_“ i,
ik ﬂ;Vhf4h$vumAﬁ¥tJ;:;;;:;;{:g:; not wish to ask you formally
end thpough "channels" for an sppointment, but would like to
talk with you. If ynu-uﬂra to spend some mors time thinking
ebout our beloved and snd_islnmd, you can reach him at the
Pusrto Rico Rhunnatruution Administretion, Interilor Departgent,
or the Da Pont Cirecle Apartmnnta,(ﬁ%ﬁztagﬂzéﬂl;}ﬂuring the

. time you will be here in late September. He has to have an

cperation in late September or early October, but will be here

84ring your September time hers, Whth love, % |
ﬁepw -94: L"F‘"‘WM.;P




Ootober 3, 1928

e
Dear Ruby: =

I have written to Jim ley
about the blind man and his dog and do
bops something can be done in the matter.

Many thenks for tranmitting my
birthday present. I am so glad you do
thia rather than give sanething to ge.

Affestionutely,

Miss Ruby Black
211} Prince Street
4Alexandrie, Virginia

v]
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Gres!
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211% Prince Sts,
Alexandria, Va.,
sept. 28, 1038,

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

My doctor in Alexsndrisa is all worked up over the
rule which won't peemit the blind newsstand-man in the
Alexandris to take his Seeing Eye dog with him into the
building., He asked me to take it up with you. I did not Ekik
think it proper to bring it up in press conference -- "inter-
ference with government departmensds" -- So, the letter, al-
though I had hoped to avold bothering you with 1t by talk=
ing pereonally with Jim Farley yesterday. But Jim wasn't hera

This is the sltuation: This blind man seems to be
a fine sort, works hard, is pleasant, doeen't feel sorry for
himself. A man who frequently goes to the zost offlce got
interested in him, asked him if he would like & Seelng Eye
dog, bought one, for $400, I belleve, and paid the expenses W
of sending the man to the New Jersey place where they traln
man and dog together. When they got back, they found the
rule against doge iln government bulldings. The ma)or pofint
15 that the dog and man must be together all the time, oI
the dog loses his abillity and tralnlng. In other words,
the dog couldn't bring him to work, go home, and come back
for him, for thus he would scon lose hls usefulness.

I guppose that Jim, 1f he wanted to, could lssue
a ruling exempting Sgeing Eye doge from the regular rules
Or the Presldent coufd igsue an executive order to that effects

i The people here who are interested have heen unsble
to eliclt an answer from Jim Farley, they say. I'll try to
catoh Jim as soon as I can, but if the fresident goes back to
Hyde Park, Jim is llkely to be away, too, I'm afrald.

Encloged ls & carbon copy of my letter tranemitting
your birthday present. Happy birthday, and msny morel

I'm looking forwerd to Harthéiu party, but I do
think I should be allowed to have a party uuun%ime-

Yours with love,




dria, Va.
Bony 28, Lese.

Bra. Caermen R, de Alvarado,

Asocla .ion pra Salud d:=ternal s Infants de Puerto Rico,
Bublde Iglesia lo. 3, Parads dag =5,

Bgnturce, FPuerto Hicu,

Desr Jarmeng

Our mutual friend is Laving s birthday sesin in about
wo weekss  BO nere 1s & cueck fur Lue Asdolaclon for #0 a8 my
birthdey preseat to her, -

What has the informel opinion of the Depsrtment of Juetlioe,
=iven to U.i. atlerney Cecil Sayder, done Lo your workl! nave your
lavyers found any wny to slteck 1ts legslityt As Gopdon Dean read
tue law to we, coverliag the Mictriol of Céluwmbla snd tne terrltories
and lsland poececsdono, I could ece no way cut, but I know that
eoetor. nsre ;reacr%be contesceptives, ena tnat stinleel drug stores
fill presariptions \in the Dleurice of Columbis, [ weun, of course,
wilch 1e included in the same law the department guoted to Sayder,

lug snyder bewkn sny prusecutions, ss tie Naw fork Times
ecld he plernnei?

Do let me know 'ow things are poing,

de are heying our veasi 1ittle cirtidsy party for our
frienu, tals t.we the i .ut before har birthc=y. YThe press olub
is makln& lle meetlna, on her birithaay, & blrtiday pertr for her,
I believe -- infurpally, it le jsood to heove her beck in town,
even if she will b4 =wey moct of negt month. de mles ler.

To 2o back to Saydert Wh t got nlu intervected in eeeking
Ltile opinion frow the Lgperiment of Jyatice? Dia tue Bsltiusore
8atholios etir up Sen, ’ﬁdinga te have hle protege, 3nyder, %o into
the matter?! Whet Tith thie vork maviu, goue on seversl yeare, and
the leglelature uaving passed itz act some time a#0, and tnis belng
the time Txﬂinga Wae up for re-eleotlion, with ile learty oppoelition
of the adminietration, it gccurrad to me thet there mlpght be eame
eonrection, @specially .¢ tue Cytuulic seper in Baltiuore hse always
been eo vt!riolia on the subject of birth control in Fuerto Rico.

I have hed to give up my offlcee, ae¢ La Damooracils has not
been puying me aut sll since laet Dgcenber, ana I could not pay the
rent out of the re¢t of my income. I am aaing My work ¢t home, at
the United Fress, in yress galleries ana press rooms.

80, in your future correspondence, will you please use the
tome address, glven above?

With ﬁ-at wishes for your work and warm personal regards,

A .
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Oct., 4' 1838,
\*f .
After a lot of to-doing, Herb Little was
ﬁf offerad, and eccepted, a fob as NYA reglonml director for
the reglon from H;snnnuin through New Jersey, including all
in between, end W®st Virginis, Kentucky, esnd, epperently,
/lt'\the District of Columbis,

\: Dasplte the fact that he will be away &0

; much of the time -~ which neither he nor I personally lilke =-
he is look#ng forwaerd esmgerly tothe job, &s somethlng new
end chaddenpging, in en organizetion he hea long cdmired.

The present plans ere thaet he beglna work
8“turday morning, ond goes the next day (or meybe the day before)
to Quoddy to ses the school for supervlaors now golng on there,
stoppdng on the way beeclc to see the New Inpland reglonal director.

Knowing your interest in thw HYA and your
tnowledge of sll its best end least good work, he would
naturally be greteful to you for any informatlon or suggestions
you might at any time wlsh to provide. :

I elso think it will ba fine for him to get out
and ses the country for s while, on top of his fourtesen yesrs
hﬁrﬂ-

I suppoase 1t will be someawhet of a wreanch to
get out of newe work, after setentgen yesra of 1t, sll for
the United Press end the Bcrtpps-ﬂﬂwnrﬂ Newspeper flliance,.

Mspnwhlle, I heve obteined, on & trial bsals,
the job of Washlngton correspondant for the Buffelo Times, which
1s now out of Hﬁrippu-Hnward hands end 1s strongly New Daal erd
pro=-lsbor. It ought to be fun to be oble to write for a peper
like thet, after ell these yeers of working for conservatlve
Rapublicen newspapers, I just started today.

W, are looking forwerd to seelng you egaln,

With much love,
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/ RUBY A. BLACHK fj[f [{1 g %
NEWS BUREAU U ,.S,“ ; rf N

2114 PRINCE STREET ; t A .
ALEXANHDRLA, VA, (]
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Dear hrs, llonsevelt: ERY

I have sccepted & temporery job os co-edlitor of a
book on Washington, consisting of many pletures end leas bext, ua
oert of & sories ol books celled "The Face of Jmerica,"

“he book will show, for exemple, & Laoshington bulld-
ing housing & povernment cpency, gnd then show nictures taken
throughout the country showlng whot 1s done in theb ilding which
affects the worker in Srn I'renclsco or the frruer in [ova,

It is to Le pro-Hew-Deal, Luf won't be nbvious propeserise
Tne editor, Edwin lossken, has slrendy errsnged with many overn=
ment esgencles lor pletures to bo used, 1n eddlllon Lo thoae whilch
he, a highly sglcilled photoprapher, nelkos .

In the entlre series, some prominent :crson who knows
the elty or stete concerned is to wribe on introductlun to each
bvock, lir. Rosskem and the publishers are very esger Lo heve you
write the introductlon to the wgshington bock, and I think they
are right becnuse of your knowledpe of Wgshington apd whet it
doeg for and with the country.

Could you see kir. llosskem, irs. Mosskem (his assistent),
end me sometime next week to tall over detslls, look %t the dumy,
Aiscuss the whole plan, including germe, snd et whetever Assurances
you would need that the contents of the book would not indlude eny-
thing embarressing to your of the edminietbation? lr. end krs,
Rosskam have to go to San Fgenclsco gonetime next weelk to mep out
the 8an F.encisco book. You would not, however, need to deliver
the 1ntr05uct1nn before Pgbruary, as the Sen Iponelsco bock 1a
to come out first, but the Washington book rigat be deflnitely plsnned
during the KRosskemdd present trip here.

There 1s one more thing we would like your &ld in
obteining, slthough the requet thi t you do the introduction is in
no way contingent upon vhether thls rejuest {s grented., If 1f 1a
possible, we would like very much Lo get some new interior views
of the white lguse, without nny pergons in Lthem, &s no nletures
have been mede of the stete rooms slnce the Telt pduinistrrtion.
If such permission 1s obtained, from whoever ls onpowered to ;lve
it, the publigher and the edltors would show every pilcture to the
person in suthority, would uso none not enproved, wosld guorontee
thet they are used for no other purpose then thie book, snd would
turn over the negatives to e norson designoted for presorvetlon
or destruction, sfgter the epproved nlctures ere printed.

This letter mersly sketches the vlan, end asks for

¢en sppointment for Lr. end hrs. llosslkem and me early next weelk, in
case you thinlc it might e posalible for you to wprite the introduction,
’ Yours devotedly, ﬁéi¢£~1

L N ESS e
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MRS FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
CARE MRS JOHN BOETTIGER SEATTLE POST INTELLIGENCER

SEATTLE WASH=
REFERRING TO MY NOTE OF MONDAY MAY WE SAY IN BOOKSELLERS

DUMMY OF WASHINGTON BOOK" IHTRODUCTIOK BY ELEALOR ROOSEVE!. V"

DUMMY TO BE SHOWN TO BOOKSTORES., MUST BE AT FUBLISHERS BY
BEC. 14. IF YOU CAN DO INTRODUCTION BY THAT TIME, WE CAN

INCLUDE IT IN DUMMY. MEANWHILE WE CAN SHOW YOU FIRST PRINT

OF DUMMY. | AM CHECKING ALL COPY. IF YOU STILL CARE TO

WRITE LETTER OF INTRODUCTION FOR EDWIH ROSSKAM TO MRS.
DENMAN, PLEASE SEND IT TO ME, AS HE PROBABLY CAN USE HER
INDIAN MATERIAL WELL IN BOTH SANFRANCISCO AND WASHINGTON

BOOKS. PLEASE REPLY COLLECT BY WESTERNUNION=
RUBY A BLACK. \

mqmm.mmmmwummwu“mmum




Desembar 27, 1338 : !

Dear Ruby:

Thank you so mch for ny Christoas
present, I a1 80 happy you decided to do as
you 414 as 1t serves a two-fold surmode = it
pleases ne und helps Puerio Aico.

I hopo you hud u happy Christuas
and thot Juno 1s ontirely well again.

fast of luck for the How Y.ar.

AfTectionately,

Misa Ruhy lleck
211, Prince Strect

Alexandrius, Virzinia L
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RuBy A. BLACK {} )

HEWS BUREAY 825 albee Bullding
2114 PRINCE STREET FeATH AT R eSS B DS
ALEXAHDRLA, VA, WASHINGTOMN. D, C.

December 20, 193d,

Dear Mrs,., Roosevelt:

1 em enclosing & ctrbon of my letter to
Mrs. nlverado 88 my Christmas gift to you.

Mr. Koppell asked me 1f 1t would be 811
right for him to send & check for 100.00 to the saume
Association. I told him to do so without mentioning
your neme, merely saying that 1t is sent es 2 gift on
behalf of & friend of Ruby Black who is interested in
the cause, I assume that this will reach the assoclé-
tion in time to be & Christmis present from you, in&smuch
as you worlked for 1t.

With best wishes for & Merry Christmas and &
nmighly setisfactory 1939, I &m,

f 'JI’.
Yours with love, Afe” {
4 4 *’”Il




Degember 1z, 194B.

Mrs, Carmen de Alviarado,

Asoclacion Pro Salud Maternal e Infuniil de Puerto Hico,
Sublda Iglesia No. 3, rarade 25,

santurce, P. H.

De&r Cermen:

I am enclosing & check for four dollers &s a Christmas
present to our friend.

I hope that soon & larger check 111l reech you, sent at
my request by 8 Y“ew York publisher, also bocause of Lie
interest of our mutual friend. !

I hAave been busy lately &8s co-editor of & book about
-ashington for which Mrs. foosevelt 1s writing the intro-
duetion. \'hen it is published, preobably in iarch, I'll
send you & copy. Do write me news of your fectivities and
the present leogel situation. Morris urnst ceme to see me
a couple weeirts ago and he felt very confident that the
case would be won.

With best wishec to you und Phe the h'gﬁ-nnihtim. for a
lerry Christmus &nd & successful 1939, I am,

Yours sinecer:ly,
(signed) Ruby £. Bleck




December 27, 1934

D',“ Rubys

Mre. Roosevelt asks me to thank you
for sedlng per the wsrticle on imziag by
John J. Klaber, ©She has glven tihe crticle
to the Presiceat.

Very sincerely [.'irg,

“ige Foby A. Black
211% Prince Street
LMex.nérie
Virginia
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. RUBY A. BLACK ¥
MEWS BUREAU
Harodil Bid s Wbl Nt
0¥ ERINCE STREET /}

ALERANDRLA, VA, WASHINGTOM, D. C,

{r December 23, 1938,

De&r lirs. Hoosevelt:
At the reguest of & friend of mine, I
am enclosing & megazine which conteins &n epticle
on housing.
The architect, John J. Kleber, iurlington
Hotel, Viashdngton, asked my friend to try to uct the

Article to the Bttention of someone '"near" the Presi-
dent.

Yours, &8 ever,

[t
4

d

.
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april ', 1909
L
Deur iuby: ﬂlr LN

I wes avfully gled to heve your
stories. I em rending thea to Aona snd John.

suny thunks for your wuedskges 10
them sbout the baby. He renlly is grend, ond
anne is coming ulongz very well.

‘"I will be home by Liondny. .Jress
conference ut eleven A. M., nnd the purty in
the : fternoon. I look forwunrd to that purty
to ‘gatch up on sll my "young friends".

‘It wus nice to hear from you, snd
I =m gled the grepefruit nrrived intact.

Affectionntoly,




:}!n)f 1‘9 ] l‘}ﬂ

Dear Tuby:

“re. Roosevelt wunts to get <11 the girls
together before she lewves for the sutaer wad
suggeotcd dinuer 1n tne garden b c un June 7.

W1l you reierve tazt night for .. while?
Sysethiag a2y turu up to change Mre. Rocsevelt's
pluns, but she hopes for uo interfercice.

Stacerely yours,

Mias kaby Bluck
211- Prlnce Street
Elewarndria
Virginis




RuBsy A. BLACK
TS WL 825 Llbee
N4 PRINCE STREET mu.m’mnuuu

ALTEANDRLA, VA 3 WASHINGTON, D, G-(//

Moy 20, 1939,

Desr Tommyw:

Returelly, nothing would plesse me
more than to have dinner with Mps. Roosevelt
and "-11 the girls" in the garden on June 7.

I'1]1 save the date, snd I hope
nothing interferss]

That's the night efter the Women's
“atlonel Press Club election (June 6 is the
election), end 1t looks ss 1f T ehell be
president end Bese will be Tinst vige oresi-

dent,

Yours sincerely, dgéiﬁaﬂ“fz“H=




June 14, 1935

Dear iuby:

I am delighted that you have been electod
Preaidect of the women's Nutlonal ifress Club
aud sexd you my congratuletions und evary rood
wiabh.

T & soury that I will not be in .asuinzton
and c:n nct be at your party.

Affectio ately,

Miss Ruby A. Black
211! Prince St., Alexandria, Va.

MCT:mus
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June 1%, 1939,
Degr Urs. Hoosevelt:

I em to be insupursted eos president of the domen's &ﬁtls

Netionsl Press Club st & dinner on ligndey, June 19, rt the ‘QS
Congressionel Country Club, Thinking you might not hrve 1
peceived your notice, I decided to write you to tell you \
about 1t, rnd to tell you how hepoy 1 would he if you could 1ﬁ§;
come . O
b

The dinner 1s st B, club open for swirming or :

other pleasentries st 6. FE_ch club member miy bring one

guest, male or femals, Reservrtionas are supposed to be
in by F,idey, June 16, but we'll let you and your puest in
if you can come st the last minute.

We ere hoping to hnve Eddie FMallisrd end like le-
D.rmott give us some nfterthoughts on the royel visit, end
we hove invited the heads of r1ll the men & tressa orgenizetions,

I waa certainly proud of my country end my Fresident
end his wife over the way the royal visit went off. It wes
beeutifully done, snd I know thet & lot of the credit for its
success belongas to you.

It was slso a grend l-st evening with you before
your summer eway from us, elthough I wish you wonldn't be
gone so longl

We'd all be so happy to heve you next londay night,
1f you cen possibly meke 1it, md meybe you hrve en £fterthought
or ¢ sidelight, tool ;

Youra, as ever,




July 11, 1939
Hyde Purk, New York

Dear Bubyd

I have your letter of July 7 and
I shall upprocicte it 1f you will cash my
check and send your awa check to the Uinlster
in Puerto Rlco. I do not want him to mow it
came fron me, I heve asksd the office in
sashington to telephons you his addreas.

1 have no idea whether we will have
a plenic on Labor Dey or note. I wlll huve
one Lf the President is here ani you will
know that as quickly almost as I will, Ir
we do have a plenio I shall be wore than
delighted to have you and any ol Lis other
girls who care to drive up.

I am gwfully sorry alout the accident
you had and the hard luck of havlns your car
badly smashed.

Affectionately,

Miss Ruby A, Black
825 Albese Bldg. 1
wash., D.C. l il !

T: 0D
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l July 7, 1839.
Dear Mprs, Roosevelts:

- I em not quite sure, from your letter of June 17,
whether §°“ slresdy know unough about the work of the Rgv.
Domingo Yillaflane, of Puerto ico, to want the check to
g0 on te him, or wheather you expected me to find out more.

As goon ss I got your letter, I eirmailed requests
to two different friends in Puerto Rico, ssking them to tell
me sbout him snd his work, One of them hes not enswered,

The other has written twice, once to dey that he is "an

Episcopal parish E.ﬂ“t! in his forties, ......for meny yesra /
in the Puerto de Tlerra parish church. Since the Eplscopsl '
Church in Senturce was made s Cathedral seversl menths ago, .

1 understand that the Rev, Villafane has been a ttached to ot
the cathedral in some capscity, “npsrently he 1s & pious, X

serious, hard-working citizen," The second letter said that,

pursulng the inquiry further, my friend had found the earlier

information incorrect, snd said: \

- C_thedral =™

"The R v. Domingo is not the Puerto de Tiarrn-ﬁﬂulnf o

1|lr.‘;llﬂ.f'e:rm, but his younger brother. The R‘?:v. Uomingo himself L

is 8 priest -~ or curete =- in one of the Episcopsl churches

in an interlor town (or in several, ss I bellsve few towns

have en Episcopsl priest sll to themselves), K11 reports of

the family end its individuel members ere good. They are of X

Speanish ancestry and, I beliave, of Spanish paruntae;ai Bra

apparently devoted, herd-working end useful citizens,.
If this, combined with the information you have, 1s

sufficient, let me know and I will eash your check and nend*-.;-\-\

my own check to him, if you will send me his sddress. Your

letter did not contein 1it.

of my tngutiyy 2oNeroddoabheto St F,0 Y fxtonds the pprpgses .

I wish you could heve been here for the fpess Club lumcheon
for H.R.H. Ppincess Maptha, We 8ll loved her.

Here 1s the ulipping from an ltelian newspeper sbout which |
I sffjke to you., Rosemond Cole, who used to work far m& here, sent
it LO me when she was in Rome merrying Richard Mowrer, “hicsgo Deily
News man whom Mussolind expelled, '

1

S

Are you going to have a lebor Bsy pienic, toot Scme of ua \\x
ere thinkIng sbout driving up, if you are, snd if we ere invited, . .

\‘é\

.\4:‘.
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1t 1s very hot here, snd there 1is much work for reporters., e
“therwlse, s1l's well, except thet I em encesed Iin adheslve tape,
wlth one broken rib, one rib jerked loose from the cobtilege,
and whet looks 1like & peinting of one of the more unrestralned
Texss sunsets on my right thigh. It all came from e crezy eccldent
in a parking lot. Herh was somewhat benged up, too, end the car
80 badly smashed that we think 1t beat to trade the wreck in
on a8 new one.

b taxi driver told me yesterdey that ell the out-of-town
fapes he talks to are for a third term for ‘resldent Hoosevelt,
"sxcept those I pick up st the Hnyflwor-"

Herb had_intended to go up to the Y,uth Congress -- until

the sccident. We both have been very much gnterastud in your

reports, the newspesper reports, snd Helen Fyllar's reports on 1t. /
If you feel that your information ls complete, let me it

know where to send the check, snd it will go off right eway. Fl L

I sssums you do not want me to mentlon your name in cnnn&cticnf 2 f]’.

;}:’h 1t, 1nasmuch ss you dld not send the check directly to *.EI’! M

-

YEura devotedly,

7]




: THE WHITE HOUSE k \
P, | WASHINGTON :
Tuly 11, 1939

&

LFNORANDOM FOR MR. KAGEE:

There was a Rev., Dominpe Villafane
of Puerto Rico who wrote to lira. Roosevelt
about his church. Je sent it to Secretary
Ickes and I think he returned it and I
imagine it is in file. .ill you take the
correct neme and address off and hove one
of the girls telephone it to Ruby Black
who 1s ot 825 Albee Buildling, «asiing;ton?

L.C.T.

Rev. Domingo Villafane,
Box 5324, Puerta de Tierma, P. H.




sie A

Dear Buby:

I am so sorry about your papars
and hope you will be sble to get others.

I am fairly sure the President
will he hers over Labor Day and we will
have s mswspaper plenic. I hope you and
May Craig, and Martha and Bass if she can
get away, will come up. I can mansge %0
put several of you up at the cottage.

Affeotionately,

Miss RBuby A. Black
Newe Bureau

825 Albee Building
Washington, D. C.
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Deer Mra. Roosevelt: ~ 7 ! P ".: i
I thought you wopld like to see the Rév., Villafane's

letter of thanks, so here is, I was very gled to know whet
he 1s doing,

You end I both hed & newspeper shot out from under ua
when the Buffelo Times cessed publiestion lest Sundey. It waos the
peper thet peld me most, and the onlﬁ one that wes eny fun to
work for, slnce 1t wes 100 per cent NHew Desl, end sinece I could
write in simple end vivid terms, end sey what 1 felt, Thst leaves
no Dymocretic newspsper in New York Sgrte, outslde bew York City,
if one concedes thet thers ere Democrstic newspepera in New Y rk City,
As Jim Mesd wept with me, I said, "You've got no peper to support
you, end I've got none to support me. " 1It's rl1l outrageocus,

So, I begln enother vecation with bed news, and with
the problem of trying to find something to do by whieh I can earn
a8 living and be of some use,

As soon s8 Congress 8djourns, I shell go to Batheny B.ach
Del., where my husband, my deughter, ‘'my msid, end my sacretary alrea ¥
are == not to mention ghe fomily car, I shan't try to think what
to do until I h“rf sane rest, for I am utterly frazzled, whet with
session-énd, the limes's demise, s mouth operstion, tha eutomobile
sccldent, and the household problems involvéd when & mald goes crazy
and one has to get & new one in a buay time,

¥

Mey Craig will be with us st Bgtheny pert of the time,
bless her,

I hope we may see you on Lebor Day.

Yours with love, end slso love to Lommie,
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