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J.!y door !.lisa Ruby A. Black: 

Saint Luke' s Ulsoion 
?uerta de Tierr a 
Puerto Rico 
?, 0 . Box 1 0324 
Jul y 25th, 1939. 

This is to express you .~ hearty 
thanks and appreciation tor 70ur letter and kind ,ir~ or t en dol ­
lars C*IO) as your pcruonol contribution tor our now Mis~on nt 
"Eleanor Roosevelt Dcvelop~ont", Hoto Roy, Rio ?iodras . It io a 
real bleasin.: tor us l.liaaionarieo to feel that wo oro not alone , 
that wo hove trionda who care tor us and assist us in our ~utuol 
interest in the work or the Church. ~ brother , Rev. Ar1otidca 
Villat~e. to&ethcr with me arc in oharcc ot a l l the Spanish work 
ot the Epiooopol Church in the oity or San Juan and ita barrios . 

For about ono year now we hove boon 
dcvclopinc this new lliseion at the "11rbaniznci~n El cnnor Roose­
velt " , which as you probabl7 know is one or the acttle~onte eo­
tobliehod tbroucb the Puerto Rican Reconstruction Adcinietration. 
It hoe been indeed a creot blceaine tor the many ro~lies who arc 
bcnctitod by tho priviled.co or livine in this now oomm~it7. 

"11rbnniznoion Eleanor Roooovelt" io l o­
cated in Hoto Roy , a plAoo between Sonturoc and Rio Picdroa, our 
Vnivcrsity t own. About five hundreds (600) families are already 
livine in this eettle-.nt , which ia our ~cot ~odcrn and up- to-date 
town in tho island or Puerto Rioo. Thoro we have o Grammar Sobool , 
a Dispensary, and a Communi t y Center. Wit h those taoilitico or on 
educationa l and aooial obaraotor tho peeplc s t i l l need what wo 
Kiaeionariea aro tryine to brine the~ , the Church, her teaobinco 
and Saora.enta; and or oourao , we oro Justified in doin& eo , because 
e omo famili es t r oa St. Luke'• Nleeion in ~rta do Tierr a, and some 
others from St . John ' s in Sonturoo moved snd oro livtnc in thia 
plaoo. We have boon boldine rel1&ioua Serviooa fro~ house t o houac 
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and ao we saw the need of nnvi~ a res ident misionary I moved last 
Januory, and I have been livinc with my family at the ploco. 

Of course, the Churoh buildinc is very muoh needed and it was 
cronted to us by the •dmlniatration a oonccssion of o lot of land 
to builcL..a chapel. Our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Ch11rlcs B. Cclroorc, has 
boon able to raise Q6,000 for the proJect, but or course , this nr.tcunt 
will not cover the t otnl oost or the building. I hope thot throuch 
the notion or the e ood wills and the love of many christian hearts 
in the State~c will be able to raise about $IO,OOO, which may ena-
ble us t o crfotalize our ideal or hevin& n church buildi~ to wor-
ship our Lord, to help, ootorort and strollj;thon the souls of those 
rcs 1d1Jl4 at Eleanor Roosevel t Development , to hove for them the proadl i·n,; 
ot the Word or God, t he administration or the ~oly Sacramenta, a~ 

the christian influence in the oooial life of the ~o~le . 

With your contribution I hove opened o "Sav1n4f Account" tor the 
"Construction of a Chnpel". I hope that our friends in the Stat es will 
help us , and will lot me know about oomo individuals I cnn o'proach 
and write to thea appcolin& for their pcroonal he l p towards this holy 

enterprise. 

Thanke Ood we oro doinc in our mis oionary work our beet ond tho 
moot acoordinc to our means , and we know perfectly well that our off•»t 
is havi~ suocoss, bcoouac our Lord ie blossi~ it oontinuoely. It is 
a murvelous thin• th(l t we all hove a L:nstor to ocrYe ond the s11mc Lord 
to worobip . He 1s our point of oontnct 011d our relation with H.im avo iAe 

diottulccs , tiroo and apace , and oll kinds of bWI\IIn ditteronoes; we arc 
all one in Him. The Croao means love, onorifioc and proyor; and thcoo 
oro tho morka which diatin&Uish the true follower or Chri st . Let us 
pro:r and hope that in all parte of the world men muy come closer to 
Him b;r the hol:r way of Charity and love , closer to Him b;r prayer and 
aoorifioe , oloser to Hio Crose on which He died tor all men, eo as to 

civc us Salvation und eternal life . 

Thanldn, you acoin nnd thankinc oleo your ft•icnd vilo told you abOlt 
me and the Churob 1n :puerto Rioo, and asking your prayers in behalf 
of this new lliseioJr, belteTe mo, 

youra, 

' 



Aw}.la~ ll, t9S9 
!l)'llo l'bcJ. • liev Ya.·ll: 

I ~1:.1 nil: t :"' t. • •u:.tn,; to., , 
l:II!'To Co.at.or" 11 o ""flU !»ole Gil.! I .., 
del1(1lte.l to lli1Yo -..r1 t.tw tho lbru..,ro 
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, ( • I wa wr1 tin£ u ll:le to 

..J_ Ill'. no. am. ollll am roturo.l.-& tllo. J>O'ooto 
to :rouliii4er aq,arata oo•ar. 

IUu Ruby Ble.clc 
825 Albee Bu1141ng 
Meab., o.c . 
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RUBY A. BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 825 Alb&& 

WASHIM'O'TOH. D. C , 

Aug , 5 , 19:39, 

Denr Mrs . Roosevelt: 

Hers are uncorrected proofs of our bo'?k , ''llt,tshingt on , 

Nerve Center ."' I got t heM just a s Cone;ress quit> . 

or course , you are no t t o bother about typogrnJ?hicel 

errors, which will be cnrefttlly r.orrocted , nnd , no turnl ly, t he 

l'eproduction of the pictures or the printing on this enlley 

proof i• not what it will be i n t he hook, es you know fr'om your 

own experience in book publishing, 

Ed Rossken> ,nii the publ!sher, an~ I sent this to 

you with the hope that you will l ook e t 1 t to see if you f i nd 

anyth ing objectionable to you -- since you hove written the 

introduction to the book. 

---If you find aoythioe wrone;, or object i onoble , will 

you write to Edwin Rdlsekam, :3412 Morrison St• • ~1.'11 ., W0 shine ton 1 

with a oarb'?n copy to me at Bethany Bench, Del,, of:' i .f it seems 

okay to you , could you let hilll know , with carbon to me, that 

the content and the spirit are such thrt you ere willinc to heve 

your introduction included? 

While I have read copy, I h£ vo not read this proof , 

not h ovinB t i me when I I)Ot it while writine tho f1ns l stuff on 

!;ongress r: n~ .ce tt1ng reedy to oo to Bo thony in en hotlr from new 

(et 8 p .m.) , 

With my love Pnd best wishes , 

fWi 
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R7de .i'orlc , li.Y • 
AII&\Lit u' l 9S9 

I can't. l.a·.gloe bo• the ideo ori,:innted 

t!a t I a~a eoi.Jla te bo 1n Pu«rto 111co Augu.at 

22 ADcl 23. I ll<>n DO 1nt~1on or tp~. 

I ,.. lookJ.ng tor.rc~ tp e eeill<; all ot 

7011 etrle oa Lebar ~. 

AtteoUaaataly, 

l.laa Rllby Black 
Betban;y Beach 
Delaware 
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Octuber 12, 1 9.3? 

Dettr Rubya 

I •lll take u ·l the quest! on of J'ond 
d!nnera wit.b Steve, but atnce wo <ir e curtailing· 
t ae ~octal calendar t-116 ye·. r , I <loubt if thet e 
will be a~ tono41 dionera. The only t~ingo •caed­
uled aro receptiona with •~ll dinners beforehaad,­
~nd by am'<ll I !Dean 21. people! 

1 coulJ cJtne d tb you on llovember 18 l>tld arn 
(ll&d to nove you invi t e •uyone y; u •lsh. 

:.:teve suyo tnc Gri diron ;->arty ls lMt~tlvely 
set tor Decea ber 9 , and tr tru.t 1d ~de de(1.l1tc , 
we'll hAvc our "•ldo.s• 9arty t.W<t night. 

J.ff~ct ioQ.> t.el;t, 

Uiss Ruby Black 
825 Albee Building 
llashtr.gton,o. c. 

.. 
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RUBY A. BLACK 

tu)C ,.ftiHCIE aTftC:n 
AIAXAfliD"""'- VA.. 

J 

~J """'""~A" 
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De or Llr a . Rooaeve l t : 

825 Albee 
8X11-.ax.JtKA/.UILOINO 

WAIII11K0TQN, 0.. C , 

Oct . 21, 1939 . 

"aturelly, Aley and 1 ape happy es con b e that you can 
dine with ua ot mf house on Ngvember 18th. And are our maida 
happy and excited. 

I hope you and 
eo Jane cen aee you. 
for you. 

Tommi* can come eround 7 or 7130 p .m., 
Just let me know whot hour is convenient 

VIe haven't invited our guests yet, except thBt 1 heve 
apok~n to Q0 no end Ruth, • •• ae I happened to see them privetely, 
end .L wrote t51 Emma in the course of writing her <bout some­
thing elae . ""mma 1a heartbroken, for her brother is marrying 
thBt dey , and she must attend the wedding . 

1 Olive Clap\'"" is working on t~e Grid&ron r'idowa party, 
as it a the wives turn this :l"•r • hst leta me out of one 
job as president of the club! 

Thank you so much for coming to the par ty for. our book. 
The publisher end the euthol' were still walk i ng on sir, When 
lost l sew or heerd ft'Om them. 

Of coul'ae you can't invite e lot of no~speper men end 
women to dinners this yes!'. I shouln ha ve had the nerve to 
to 11 you about it la at yes I', anyhow . 

Ida y and I ere work ing on a now !'ad io progr•m for wh ioh 
we ere going to get try-outs on tho station heh papol'a own 
and one owned by one of my papers next wee !c . a clio tl'ans CI'ip-
tiona, designed especially Col' women, in the morning hours. 
VIe want tot ell you ebout it sometime ,~nrl ask your advice , 
as we ere bybee in the woods as fat' 8~ t hBt business 1a con­
cerned . We ve been planning it Col' e couple of months , but 
just got al'ound t o actually getting recorda out to stations. 

Love to you and ·~ol!IDie, 88 elweya, 
• 

\ 



RUBY A . BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 

211" .,,.,.cc aTMaT 
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Dour fr o. Roooeve l t : 

Our letters continue to cross each other, 

but I auppooe :: ou know by no" that it \1111 cer­

t a inly bo no 1ncom•en1ence to I o.y and me to chlnge 

tho dt<te to ::ove. ber 20. I llll vo son t notuu to 

a ll the 6uests . 

Yours 1'11 th lova , 

' '• 1\ " ' 

.. 
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RUBY A. BLACK 

NI!WS SUR!:AU 
I 

825 Albee 
U ftataz Des •u•LotNO 

W4.H.INGTOH. D. C. 

Oct , 25, 19311 , 

Dear ~rs. Roosevelt : 

llaturally, !.lay and 'I w111 be just es hAp py 

to have you dine with us at my house on N~vember 20 
v 

as on N~vember 18, or on any other dey, It will cst•ee 

uo no inconvenience at ell, ' 

Besides , probably Emma cets oome ~ not the t 

it's ohonged to N0uember 20, 

Iiley is dOTI laid up with the f l u , but expects 

t o be out by tm end of the week . 

~luch love , 

~-
' 

p 
./ 

~f"J 
\ I,\.., \ 

v . 
~ , 

~ !.' ' l ' 
( I 

.. f .. ' n c, j' 

k ' I 

LIV' 
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0~5 ~Albee Bl dg, . ~ ,\ 

~ ~ ~,.: Doar ""rs. Hoosevelt : 

difier on t 
to you. 

'>'hie letter is lons because i t i s about eo many \•. · 
aubjeote concerning which I never get a chance to speak 

!" 
l '' \.: \ 

.: 1 . 0 onry Koppell , publisher of "1'1 ohinr ton: Nerve:' \ t · 
Center, for which Y,OU wrote the introduction, iS giving a ton'ond , 
cocktail Pfty for ~ Roasbka, me , ~ the book, 5 to 7 p . m., at ' 
the Co,bine Room, the lli llo.rd, on Wednesday, Oct, 11. In vi tat1ons 
went to you and Tommi• today, If it is at all posoiblo for you 
to drop in for a minute or two, we all hope you can -- Ur , Koppell 
io dying to Meet you. It you can, ani care to let no know tho 
approximate time, we'll be nll prepared, but won 't tell anybody 
olae, unless you yourself choose to toll . - ~~ 

2. ~nolosod tia the lebter givlna evidence that 
I wi sh you a happy birthday, and lots of them, 

\)>9•1' 

3. Enblosod nlso ia a copy of as tory .J. 'huve written, 
! doubt i f any o!' mlp 'pors will print it , but I l'eo.lly do !'eel thot 
way o bout i t , 

4, y Craig and I want t o Bi vo 11 simple dinner for 
you at my houe~ sometime when it is convenient for you , '!'he guests 
would be You, TollllliO, 'eeno, Bess, Llartl'>..n, Emma Uugbeo if she could 
cone down, and"aaa no ono elso, unless you would nl~o l ike to huve 
Ruth Finney included, •,o have no idea what season to sugsest, as 
wo don't yet know when you are to

0
be here, and be leaat busy, 

5 , Si nce lo.a~ winter, I have intondod e9ying to 
you confidentially aooothing about the newspaper corroapondonte 
inv1 ted year after yoor to foroal dinners at tho 1/hi to Houoa, Aa 
there is to bo a curtailed aeaaon, l don't auppoae thia ia a good 
time to do it, but I 1ll aay it, anyhow, ~verol important correspond­
ante who ara atrong l•ew Dealers, arc never invited, while tho lllllll8 

group seems to be invited year ,aft or year, including aomo who nrq 
bitter ngainst tho llow Deal . 1'hio causes some of tho ' reaident c 
friends t? make cracke such oa "You hove to be an enemy ot' tho­
Preoi dent s to bo invited to the \'lh1to JlouseXX to dinner ." I per­
sonal ly would like to at tend one formal dinner during th1a administ ra ­
tion, j uo t t o ooo who.t thoy nrc like - - and "erb now hna tails and 
white tie, I ouppooe t hat, if thinG• were no1mal , I ' d bo invited 
sometime this yonr, aa president of the \'/omen o l•~o~tional Prooo Club, 
'!'hat also bringe up the fact that , ao far ae ! have boon able to 
dato~ne from ·the lista, no woman correspondent has over been 
invited to a formal dinner, except club presidenta or women whoae 
huabanda wore invi ted. Or oour&e, I pereonally l ike the informal 

• 
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dinners r.~uch better, but it i S worth whil e to any correspondent 
t o have the oxp"'l'ionee, once nt least , of n formal dinner ut the 
\'/bi te House . And oevoral of tho women do r eally impot•tant jobs 
as correspondents . 

I 
I wouldn t 

1 menti on ' t only because 
both men and ~en, have 
w•d so l mention i t aG o 

mention this for any r•ernonal rouson . 
no many of t he ad''-~istrutlnn' o friends , 
opoken to me about it rather sudly, 
friend of the administration. 

Yours with love, 

... 

----------~-------·~---



Dear Oarmena ~~·· 
026 

EnoloHd 1a · a oheclc tor t6 aa r:q birthday gift 

to our mutual trien4 whooe birthday 1o Oct. 11. 

I don't yot know t ho outoome or the neGotiations 
with tho PI!RA over tho1r aid to you 1n furn1ah1nt: wo1•koro. I 
know that tlw \YP.t. hils set up otti ceo tbere. a:od1 aa I reuembor 
it• l.!r. Pairbanlc said be could oontinue to help you 1t the 
WPA Udal should take aome l oad ott t he PRM. 

Soon I ohall M nd you a oopy or tho book, "flallhingtoru 
lftrve Center • w or which I am co-ec11 tor. :iou will r eooJJbor that 
the publisher• at 1117 request • aent you a oheolc tor tlOO. The 
book o1111e out yeaterda7• bUt 1 have not ;yet obtai.Md copies 
other than t hoae I sent t o tr1ende who wore to review it or 
write a tori .. about it. 1 expect the oop1eo tor r:q personal 
trienda sometime next week. 

Xoura aa ever o1noerel7• 
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'WWJA Uf'aUoe, Nl4 fGI'plO t ;at; wet" (lot l.ntamo.l l<f,.il'tl to Mttlao 

att'alr• at '-• wAlob .. •&ll',ht aettla 11 n put <mr llinda ADd -rSl•• 

tot~.· 

J'Ol' a W!'ott )'OW' CQJ,' . .. IIl)OI:lduD~ baa bii"D tr)'1ng0 without 

a110oaaa) to UJI4 • •.-.t~· or Ount:t'O~Iillllln tlho ~~~ think or tallr about 

OQI' - tntaa.Jal proobl-· '.'bo7 •N au lQ '1 on ono 111&> or other ot • 

t1:1e •••Ut7 t•-• cno • -.ar propt.s«tlcma. 
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....... -Sa tba-' ....,..~_. ~ t.a ld.a wbDla M..-tOl'l•l ..,, ... , 

tba _..,._ w wbt.ab be_, SlW avery •ldns l- allll a Jet ., 

-- .......... w .,. Nl.aep. 

Attar a ..... ot tblt .. .,. ot tblna, I ~ave r·-.u'••W • 
- .... r.. u.&• u....s.a. n t•• 
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to •• , tbla ue>llllti'J ~~~at ot '*I' u · toe .QU.l<! UA)votA l .ial:c lt t o tnt 
o1'111 llbel"tiea ~ &114 to t.tw quiet , aa•~t·ly <lovu l.op::><:nt ot OW' .. ,._ .... -· 

1 ~U•• cblt b<olndellt oo\Al.4 dD -·• 1.0 loeeg t bh 
c.,.r)' Ollt ot _,. U ._ "Oul.d 4evetu hb•••Jr t.o rcoatOJ1.n,u lh 

l.<>tel'lllll • ,.,. ' ' Jllll.ll118 •- t.ou OJ11U011 jobleau to work, cle&n'"4l 
t.bt ·~ ~ _. o1t1aa &Ad ~· "''""" llnd Y1l.J.aS~~•, ~J.DI.as e..r 
~ peeple tor •...tJ.aliJ,II J~, bl&llc111145 llP l.bo l-lth ot 0\ll' peat>le, 

1 beU.w ua• .- wdl.llarJ llltleen "'-114 do 1101'& to kNp 

~ _.._., M el ...., U l• woul4 au· t.le Go<Yil to Ill a loo&~o~a, 
..... baaltbe a-.au-1, a~l"aod pe•ltl.lal vro'-'"-• 1Aatea4 et 
'ft'l.t:lal t. bl.a .._,_ •• &114 ~,..·~ aoe~~t Dllut..-..Ut;v o&P4 t.ntall'"' 

-"..-1 re»tll. ... 
l MU.w tla\ U. r6dl.e 11 n•tora, ~bo co,._...ta, 

\Ia ea.-..1 mta .. , .-.14 110 ..., to bop thla aeuntr1 -.c ot 
-. U \la7 -u M • ell\1 •Uh 41a .. aa10l•ta, n• lll.Stltlal, ll*el• 
u..- .... ,...,'- to e1oaa t ..... al_., •' t l-• Job• r .. l'*OP1&. ta­
•s.a .aaao 1-.s ,.._., .Spa ca.&~ tlat•• IGIMI.•, .,._....,. a..._, 
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t)]lbal4 fever, and ~~rt• - .. u or wllloh can t o riped C\lt with c-

,.,.tA ;o ... - • .,. tla\ •oil lt.J\4 tl'loee t ONata aDd t ha •. dl asld 

oe,_. &ud. ... 1. lai'MIIa tllat Wllt4tr ,_cr •no uootrool t110 .. 1'1ooda, 
ta 

~-· ~.o• ata 1 • or tU.D a nd J1C/ tb1He -er a ~>nd pae •tor 

81l;.>p11oa, e~ekit)' tbo(;e tan~ •-•· and tNt out •av r-1~\lJ~s 
atllpl\lltJ _. oerNPtlaa 1n l oCIIil poUtS.oe. Or atate or ••UOfllll 

~ 
peUUeM, rw tt•t ~tle1· . 

I beUo'fO all t :,j.o fO't' t hr•n· ~•ona t 

1. J .. ~o<S that, thol 1•1~ 1ller tl\111 c•O\.IDt17 18, 

pbp!eaU~, --doall70 oenta~, 110ctally, an.~ JJ011tl. cal1~, tl» 

leaa Ullll7 lt u be 1,"0 to wr, 

(It'• wrrllile to hear :OUJ16n"''" -.y, "X c~on•t aae boW 

•• ceo av•1l. c-t Jobu ~o;a t !ere'• a •r," or t o ,..,. ,. c:d.6.11e ... sod 

JMn -.y, "tleU, lt 1111. uu to ""'"• I can r,<'t a j ot•, " or to lear "­

tbr<!Wu 011\ or Jol>il waa~iao or u • .·M.•~ .. 7, ''I•• ... ul u. welc- to 

wertc, - a -.,• 01' , ., Lear Ill s Wain4t"• ,.n •7• • ·letter N-a 1A 

u.' G1c1 ear •-• .. nd set a """ orae, f or lt" ... 1 tiC t<1 •r, the aar o 

rill _, - •114 •111 be >H.r tll l o11o,") 

a, X &&a &lao oonvloee:l t :at tl.o 1nlunlli't1004l re~u.­

aa4 ~ ar-,1.-1 w ...... or tl..t• coumPJ -•t ~~e, ••..s •••n•~17 
~rl11 u., l.a.U.cl "7 tlwt uilesotao """ 1m.- tww to Oo u, tlall, wt41o 

tbq ...- ~ •S. pl&bUo t boil- poUolM 1n a ~...-.,., \he web­

a..- ... ~ 110 u.., Ju.t •• t ba toclllld.quo or wt.rtns .. boo.we ~ 

to the olo.vl~, not w tJw l•ouaebolMreJ ~ tuot t l.cM teob­

c....- aaa be Pll' lllw opu•tlaa Q\llnly-, tttt i iCilt ••rU'- baU~. 

:s. .I .. ~ -vlDM4 ~' tllli lten -~ w .,. 

' •• Ia te -- dlr I .... , -'1, l'or &11 tl» peO .... la Ullo o••fl 

-
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&1t~! Q&e .. -1lllaoed ._, t hh co.\J7 a&llDOt u ... 1A. 

--· 
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:trtl. H;·mn'!V9l t ~·lO t o 

d1 nn<tr t onil?ht &t l .i1~n Blno!< ' n 

h ome , ~ll~ Pri nno ntrnot, 

H.'l'.L. 
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WOME.H•S NATIONAL PR~SS CLUB 

WAaH tNOTOH,D.C. 

£'?.5 /lbee l\l" fl• 
necember 4 , 1~3~ . 

Doer l-l rs . l!oosev~lt : 

'1'oLml i W ao ys you hov n only one froo <lc~o in 

F, bruc r y or J.~t,, rch, rnd thn t ls Ma rch 9 , 

•;1e he vo t•oocrved the .'I illo r d Ba llt•ooms !'or the t 

dote , and we hope we con count on you to come to our 

stunt ""rt:; t 1-.. t n lcht . 
I 

~otr1!l: te 1 '1\Y a '•nd 

my ;:>or t y , ll:'ld for the cor .;nouc f l o\\ers you sent me r.t•Ue 

I wa s in the hospital . 

1Rurs w 1 th l ove , I 

I 

~ \ 

. \- -, 
, . 

\ 
., 
, t \ 
1 I \ 

l ·' ,,. 
~ \ \. ' ~ ~ • 

I ~ 
;., \ 
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II n '1'011 " , 1 !!40 

Hr n. lloonltVIll t w111 at• . .,nlt 

the tronen' n llnti :>na't r r111111 Club 

Stunt ~arty on l !nroh n th, nt 

711~ p.!!. !t •111 h 11 l:ttl d 1n 

t h11 DMal l bal1l'OOM Of t h lt 

'll'il'.aJ"d Hotl!l . 

!f. ?.t •• 



wmml' S !IATIONAL PRESS CLUD 

!f.nroh 1, 1940 

' .. 
Dear Membe r: 

'l'he small ballroom of the -/Iillard will be open at 7 p. m. 

March 9 for the stunt party . 

The nl ub officers will ·oe linad up at 7: 15p.m. to 

reo&ivo members n.nd guosts. 

The honor guests will arrive about 7:15 to meot rne:nbers . 

I t is not to bo publicly announced yet , but the Marine 

Band orehestrn. will be thoro e.t 7:15p.m. to provido m.usio before 

and dur ing the dinner, so there >'.'i.ll be pleasant entortain.'OOnt in 

addition t o the honor guest~ before dinner . 

The door s of the larse ballroom will be opened ~t 7:45 so 

that everyone will be seated before Mrs . Roosevelt nr1·ives ot he r 

place a t t he tabl e nt 8 p. m. 

Thus , the part y really begins nt 7:15, Plense oo~ in time 

t o hang up your wrops nnd be in the small ballroom by 7:15, so tho 

receivi ng, line will ho.•ore guest~ to receive , and so tho.t you c.nd tho 

honor gueets will hnve n ohanoo to meet oach other. 

Yours for order an.d p leasure , 

Ruby A, Black 

President. 

P.S. I meant to say on my laot poat oard that there would be no 

lunohoon or bua1neoo mooting on llaroh 5. 



J)>caober 7, 1939 

Do..r &uby: 

bo at YO\IJ' atunt ourty on War<:h 9 .. 

ll1aa &uby BlaCk 
825 .llb.. a.il411JC 
-.ubl.Dgton, D • ..:. 
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/ l.t -. i • .... 
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l>ecember 11, 19 39 . 

Deor Wrs . Hoosevclt ' 

I f eel l1lco en i nf e cted he o l tn hr. s you f or e nyt h ing --

e ven tl'!.ree s igns tu re s o t th le t 1 me • 

Ne ver theless, I won t ymn" name on th e srec1al copy of 

"'llos h ing ton : llerve Center/ modo f o r ::>e , wh i ch 1s like t h o spec i al 

cop)• ®de for you, Pnd I won t your nome in t h e s p e c 1a l copy tor 

Jane , in wh!.ch is posted t hO pic tur e of her and me mo de for 

publicity use by the publisher, and in wh ich ere e lrecd y the 

other s 1gno t uro• , end I want your nama on the p icture of you, 

me, end Ed, l ooki n (l e t the book . 

Jone
1
s speoilll copy i s to no .-1 th hor Chrl s tms s pre sents. 

Sa , here oro tho two booka ond th e a 1cture, wi t h ro que ots 

for three autographs . 

I 'll i 11 oell for t he po ckoge, 11: t he sw ltchboe r d w 111 

t e ll me when they're ready, or I can aot them ot preae c o nfer e nce 

Fri~ ay, u: Tol'1mie wi ll k indly bring the m in , or if t hey o• n be 

placed in the usher's of f ice for me. 

I t houeht your o tun t ws s awell. I wi ah I could hove , 

ee a private souvenir, t he saJ•iptl And you lool<e d obout 25 

yeora old in t het medlevel hooddre .. , ond so pretty. A d oze n 

women hsvo menti oned it t o 1:1e , If you weren't so tall, I ' ~ 

reool:I:>)ODd tha t ' you we~r tho t 1o1nd of hat a ll th o t.1me . 

Y,.ura, w1 th l ove , 

,_ 



o ... r Rubys 

Dere la M c opy or t he "lYory Tower" 

e k1t. Wre. Rootovult had tile idea and Ura , 

Worseotheu wrote tbe wllole eor1pt , 

W1u a&by Blaolt 
Albee l!lu1141111! 
W• b1Dgtoo ,o, c . 

Atteottomtely, 

(; r) 

DD 



RUBY A . BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU , /c 
u.s A.&ACa ...,,t.DtHo 
W"'-SHIHOTOH. 0. C. 

OoRr ~ • • Roosevelt : 

0eCODhor 19, 1939. 
{ 

Here is t he evidence of my h~ving sent you e 

Chrio tmos present -- the us ua l . 

With it (10- my deeply-felt wlshes that some 

dey th8 world con ha ve , e t ito Christr>~s time ond at all 

other times , ell the conditions you wis h thot lts p oopl" 

coul d en joy. Pew i n t h e world hove d ono 110 muoh sa you , 

in the bic thlnaa and in the little th 1n!;s , to b rine 

lolerry Chr1stl'1oa ond Hoppy New Yeor to mony , mony r •ople . 

'J:hfi nk you , too , tor the algm• turea , f'lnd for t he 

benutlful Inscript i on in tbe book for Jene . 

S• e you Sa ":urdny virtually sll doy l 

Love , 

) 



-

RUBY A. B~ACK 

NEWS BUREAU 

Deaombor 19, 19~9. 

SN . Carmen R. de /\l'9er&do , 
J.aoo1ec1on pro :!rlucl Uttornel e Inf~ntll de I uerto Rico, 
AJ•• Ponoe de Leon No. 21~, 
S!nturce , Puerto Rico. 

Dear Cwlllen 1 

I'n oorry to be ao JJ..to wlth the Chrletr.r.e (ll'~oent to 

our llocr .triord . Chrlatcae aDept up on .,.., 

&ut , At leoat 1n time t or l~"w ¥et r 1 e or T~ree Ylnca , 

hare 1G ~ cheek fur 06 whloh reproeenta ••r t~hh for • l.:erry 

Ch.r1atl::l8a .... ..! J:.ppy :lew Year both to her or..! t o t he ~ooe1cc1on, 

Do let..., lomcw frou tl.,. to ~11'111 how yo\U' ' 01'\c 

11 prvt;roso1t.g, l oa11 Ill au the 1uf 01'tilot1on 011 to onr fr1M1CI 

here . Juet to"~' "" you hew lntGl·o• t"d oho 11, I ~•nt to tel l 

you tho~ , tt'to1• 1 t,;h£ ltcr Ill)' t.1rthcl£y ~"" Chr· lob .. o Pl•eo•nta 

C'or her , she ~llr eya to llo ne thG t a he ge to no n leer l lrta. 

li i th beet w1ohea to you , oeruonelly, •• •o ll sa 

to tho Aaoo1•c1on , I 111 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL.TURE 
AORICUL TURAL AO<o~UnMI!:NT AOM INitTI'tATION 

W ASHINGTON, D .C. 

__ December 26, 1S39. 

, .. ~,... 1 au r~ 
,a i onal Press Bu.Udine, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ruby : 

The connect ion of Good Housel<eaping ~.a.azino with t.'lo J . !l, 
Matthaws blast on cona\lll'.ers began in August when the Federal Trade 
Carmission issUBd i ts complaint against that magazine and agai nst 
Hearst l.laBadnes , I nc., which arns i t , At that time Hi chard E. 
Berl in, oxecutive vi ce-president, issued a stat~t t o t he press 
saying that the action l'fll-5 the resuJ.t of carununistic activities both 
outside and inside the Goverttnent , and that these acUvit.ies would 

' This wns foll01red by Stanley Hi(lh' s article, "Guinan Pi gs Left 

/ \ nOI'I be publicly wcpoaed , 

~ March," prepsrad for Readers lli~est and printed in i'u:U in tho October 
){ ) ·· issued of 'The Fonlr.'l. I have re~orts , but no proof, that norli.n inspired 

\'~ .. t his move .· 
( ' . 

Befo:re the ttatthews report was released by Hartin Dies , .sor.e 
15 or 20 people in N.A.U . and the Association of Nat ional Advertisers 
met 1n Sokol.sky ' & h001e in tle"N York to plan the c&.mi~1c;n whi ch would 
be built upon the l!at thews report when r eleased . l kno·,; that Good 
Houael<eoping P"Ople had previously urged such action upon A. !I .A. I 
knCM also of extraordinarily i ntimat e connecticms between Hearst and 

I 

/ Matthews in the prepart~.tion of this rel ease . 

On th~ day ai'tor !,tatthcws gave his report t o the press in 
llashingt on, Berlin issued it in full i n New York City acca•panied 
by a statement i n which he. pointed out that H "sets forth precisely 
the tact• I bad in mind . " 

With information cominG to l ight showing the close connect ion 
bet""n Good Houoekeoping and Matth...., , I thought llro. R, would want 
to be in.Comed. 

Sincerely youro , 

~ 
Conswnera' Counsel. 



I War ,on Consumers 

bg GEORGE D . TICUENOU 

THt wAa JS on. Objcccivc: to exrcrmi. 
nate or discredit :.ctive croups in what is 
known as che "consunl(~r movement." Before 
passing harsh judgment on Grandmotl1cr. 
whose name may suddenly appear on a pro­
scribed liSt of" d•ngerous agitato.rs," the con­
su.mcr had bt:ttcr take more than a hasry glance 
at the battle lines now forming, the is.sucs in~ 
volvcd, and the composition of the various 

~factions. 
An article by Stanley High in the October 

FOlU>t ("Guinea Pigs Left M>rch ") uid, in 
effect : Consumus who were formuly docile 
and knew their place are now an .. army with 
banners." Misguided by sinisEer forces in gov­
ernment, educational circles, 11nd the various 
consumer groups, t hey're marching left ILS one 
guinea pig, bent on overthrowing everything 
that the profiteers hold dear. 

IU.dtrJ Diznt reprinted this piece. GD<J<i 
Howt!upinr, still amarting, perhaps. under 
the Federal Trade Commission's d isapproval 
of its "~al of App"!)val," sent reprintS of the 
articJc, with a supplementary discourse, to 
consumer educators in all parts of the country. 
The CroweU Publishing Company h .. taken 
to t~ air, and itt editorials are strenuou.sly 
wooing the consumer. The U. S. Chamber of 
Commerce some time ago iJJued a special bulle­
cin on the good servic:u of advertising; textbook 
vigilantes ha ve been suggca1ed by a director 
of the Advertising Federation of America, for 
keeping a tharp eye on ''destructive doctrinct" 
in tchool textbooks. Spokumen for the adver­
tiling clubs of New York, St. Louis, Boston, 
Atlanta, St. Paul, and Minneapolis have al­
ready expreased the opinion that action will 
probably be taken by their ~apective organi­
'Z&tiont along the Jine:s .tugutcd. Aa thl1 it 
written, the Diet Committee has j ust i.,ucd a 
blast a t communists alleaedly borina from 
within consumer oraaniution•· 

Thooe onslaughts Just beJin to tell the tale. 

28 

In addition tO the ordinary mttacks on con~ 
sumer group5, co-o~rativct are subject to a 
Special kind or tlUnck. (The C()..()perative move~ 
ment is a distinct aspect of consumer activity 
which wurants separate treatment later in 
this article.) Uttle old ladies tending "co.op" 
shop h .. ·e b«n besieged by "patriou:· Activ­
ity against cons.umer organiutions has been 
intensified since consumers began to stir in 
protest ngninst price hikingi nnd 11 great influx 
of new nH:mb('TS and busine.ss is coming into 
the co.oper;Lrivc movement. The attacking 
suategy is simple: any group which seeks 
factual information about consumt':r problems 
or challenges the divine rightness of 11ny opera. 
tions of the economic S)'$tcm is to be labeled 
Red. And wouldn't it be nice if 11 "consumer 
network '' could be "diseovered," led by 
sinister secret 11gents? 

And who is behind this crusade I None othu 
than our old frit':nd Paternalistic Business, 
who, having assumed the role of shepbud of 
the Lord's sheep, feels entitled 10 a free hand 
nt the Rcccing - hi! and his mouthpieces in 
the advertising trade. 

WHAT Tilt Co.'<St.IMU\ 'M OVUtEI'o'T' IS 

Twa MAJORITY of consumers have no 
consciousness of belonging to a •• movement.'' 
The East Side mother trying 10 get graded 
meat and cheaper milk through a depot; the 
inteiUgent buyer who would like grade labeling 
of canned goods and other products; the sub­
scribing membe.nof a consumer tclrjng agency; 
the membu of a women's club working for 
an effective food-and-drug law; and many an 
average cititen with a smaJI ahare of idealism 
and a large antipathy for being gypped, who 
finds succor in hi1 co-op store- aH these arc 
membe-rs of the consumer movement. It is in 
large part a rather bemazed J~tCrion of human~ 
ity and, lianificantly, it appean terrifying to 
the contcicncet of JOme. who hear it just be. 
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WAR ON OONSIJMERS 

ginning to speak. It is. not Red .. lcd. It is moved 
chiefly by millions of housewives who are be­
ginnif'g to look to various agencies for the 
in(ormation they need to find their way about 
in an c:('onomic system increasingly complex and 
bewildering. 

\Verner K . Gabler, distribution consultant, 
in a n extensive study for t he American Ret.ail 
Federation: points out: "The best proof that 
the consumer movement is not made by pr~ 
fe.ssional consumers as leaders but that it actu .. 
ally lacks leadeuhip is the multiplicity and 
variety of expressions and plans.,. 

T here .ue te.chnical organizations like Con­
sumers Union and Con$umer's Research which 
test com~ring brands and report findings to 
their members (naturaUy incuning the wrath 
of those advert isers who feel that steak should 
be sold on the basis of siulc:). There are other 
groups which seek legislation for s tandards 
and other consumer aids. And there is the 
CQ..Operative movement, with two million mem­
bers and 11 progra.tn so exttnsivc: and unique 
that it must be considered in a class by itself. 

Outside the co-operative movement, the 
three largest organizations with a consumer 
program have a total tnembership of approxi­
m:uely 'l,4oo,ooo women - the sex tradition­
ally opposed co curtailment of religion and 
infringement on the identity o( the home ­
and such groups offer small encour~tgement co 
t he most tlmbitious Red. 

The Gener>.l Federation o f Women's Clubs 
studies methods of decreasing economic waste 
through inefficien t shopping practicc,s, works 
for volunt ary adoption of standards by pro­
ducers, broadca.sts weekly diSC:u$$iOn of con. 
.sumer problems over - horrors! - N.B.C.'s 
Rti Network. 

The Ame,rica n Association of Unive.rsity 
Women similarly encourages study of consumer 
problems and works for informative: labding. 
The Association reported twice as many local 
units conducting consumer progrAms in 1938 as 
in '937· 

T he National League of Women Voters 
directs ita conaumc,r activity solely to legis­
la tive programt . The League worked for some 
five yean, with research and testjmony at 
government hearinp, for an improved food­
and-drug law. 

Profeuionol groupt like the American Home 
Economia Aalociuion a.nd the National Fed-

eration of Business and Professional \Vome,n's 
Clubs are active, and t he former reports twice 
a..s m.-.ny requests for speakers on consumer 
problems in 1938 os in '937'· T he A.H.E.A., 
with the Association of University Women a nd 
Federation of Women's Clubs, joined with re­
tail trade associations to form t he National 
Consumer-Retailer Coundl for study a nd 
action on common problems. 

T he •nicle by Mr. High in TH-. FoRUM 
gave no idea of t he varied activity of t he dif. 
ferent consumer ,groups. He fai led to mention 
the Consumers National Federation, which 
~presents a score of interested organizations. 
There is also the cred jc,.union group, with rwo 
million members. ~{r. High made it easy to 
;nfer t hat all consumers nre in the same bag 
and that all e•tdorse the doctrines which he 
extensively quotes from individual aut hors 
connected with certain consumer organizottions 
who by no means spe3k for the whole consumer 
movement. lly proximity, he suggests that aU 
consumer groups should be sme.;lfed with one 
big hammer a nd sick:Je. This is like saying: 
"1 saw Tom }one$ today. Lots of murderers 
are running around loose.'' 

Mr. High use.s statistics as a drunk uses n 
lamppost- for support instead of illumiJ~a­
tion. No insumce is too isol:.tted co S(!rve u a 
glaring example of the c:.tse he makes. T here 
~re so many outraged consumers straining to 
get at Mr. High that it would be a shame not 
to let one of t hem have a morsel. 

Tllll BA 'TTLE FRONT 

E DWARD REICH, editor of the Consumrr 
Edufalion Journal chollcnges Mr. High's 
Stat~ment: j' By 1938, courses in consumer 
educ.ation were compulsory in two thirds of the 
na tion's high schools. Ne-arly three hundred 
thousand college studen ts gave some cur ricular 
consideration to consumer problems." 

Consumers' Counsel Division of the AAA. 
has found 4'lO high schools with a consumer­
educ:lltion course, i.llYS Mr. Reich. Further: 

There ia not on.c St• tc in which a cotuumcr educ:•· 
tlon c:ourae lt tffllllpuls,.,. In twcnty-twoStatet, 1uch 
c:ounet lltt l'tC'OCI'Imcl\dt'd. ln on~ or two States, 
C'OI.lrtet in ccmtumer eo-opcntion are rrquired in 
.orne public tchoola. In New York Clry, with ita 
khool populatioa in uceu of a million1 there i. M 
C:OIUM calltd "ConJumt-r Edu~C:~rion." And in Chi.. 
caaoP And in Pbiladdphid Mr. Hilh hl.l aiwen Ul 
no 1\pra. Why~ 

ae 
( \ 
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Mr. Rtich estimates that leu than one 
hundred thousand high4<hool ttudcnts are 
exposed to a study of their chicJ function in 
economic life. Then arc only ninety--seven 
collega in the United Statu where consumer 
courses are given, and these Arc small. c:h.idJy 
junior, c-olleges, uys Mr. ltcich, HMost of our 
schools haven't gotten 11rouud to voc:ntiona.l 
edu.cation - let alone c:on1umer education." 

When it oomcs to co-operatives, Mr. High 
js upset by the idu of govcrnmcn t agencies 
distributing information. C().Opcrntivcs do not 
want cash 3ubsidics. It is impossible to condone 
government educational aid to consumers, if 
one considers it r.he funcrion of a democracy to 
serve limited special interests. Even public 
health sctYicc is highly auapc:cr. Our., if the gov. 
erntncnt is ro serve everybody - and '"every­
body" happen• to be the exact definition of a 
consumer - the amount 1pent to allow the 
citiun tome dcJcn.s.ive armament is pitifully 
small compared with subsidies to private 
bus.iness in the shape of carifrJ• deparrmcnts of 
the interior and commerce, and ll world-wide 
consular se,rvi~. 

Insurance men sec eye to eye wich Mr. High 
on the subjtct or CO..(Iperadvea. It is asserted 
in a widely circulated booklet, <fbe Ro!Jd lo 
Ruin, that co..operativc thcor·y comes n raight 
from Rus$ia. Excerpts fronl thia book, without 
credit. have bc.en inc:orpor·ared in numerou$ 
letter$ to newspapc.rt. Agents in convention 
have resolved apinsc co-opcratlves. A sera~>" 
book (not for public distribution) hu been 
pl•ccd in the hands of agenlt or stoe.k com­
panies to display material published about or 
by co-opentivct. 

The outbreak of the war in Europe «>incided 
.. ith especially venomoua attackt on co.opc.n.­
tives over bert. At in Great Britain. whert a 
million people joined the movement during the 
l .. t w•r and where ko8,ooo,ooo were paid in 
patronage dividend• between 191~ and 1918, 
there waa renewed impetul siven the mov~ 
rnent here whe.n the prices of ataple foodt rose 
17 pet cent in the firtt eight dayt. (More re• 
cently, Mro. Rootevelt advited houtewives to 
uae honey inttud of auaar. until retail sugar 
pricet oome down ~aln - wholeule pricet 
almtdy having done to.) In the face of ehatter­
ina consternation. the timplc fact wu advu­
titcd that "Co.opentlves CAN'T Profiteer," 
becaute: 
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A co.opuati•c it ~ned by the pme people wt.o 
bo1 from it. Thuc/Of'(, ftO M IUC't how ft;,:~ prica 
co. t&e cont.umu~nC'tt ol a ~ratJwc ·~ PfO­
ttttuf. bcau.c the aavin&• ~t .. ·W'I the opencing 
costs ud kllu'l pnte are k1Yrntd CO tltc 0011\t umcr. 
Owt)(:f1: ln proportion 10 cuh one'a puronagc~ The: 
varloua c:o-opcncivtt arc J<Mntd IQSC:IIttt to ~tate: 
their own whotc.alc, which alto tc:rv« without ptOfit. 
Since there I. no place in the co-opentivc: movement 
for profila, thuc can never be ptofltcc:tina. 

Central Co-Operative Wholesale:, twenty .. 
year-old pioneer, hnd nn increase o( 40 per cent 
in its business for the monchJ compared with 
the ~me pc.riod o( t he year before. Eastern 
Co~perative \Vholc:Jale ho.d an increase o( 100 

per cent for September, as comp:lrtd with the 
year before (owing to other factors as well as 
the: war), and growth ror the whole year was 
47·5 per cent ahead of 1938. 

Large incrcucs in number of policyholdcn 
were reported by the Fann Bure.au Mu(Ual 
Automobile Insurance Company. which started 
thirteen yean ago from acrateh, now has 'l?O.­
ooo policyholders in nine States and the fifth 
largest business of its type in the United Snt~. 
Wherever it has gone the co-operative has 
held down premium rates. Small wonder that 
rival insurance companies find the co-operative 
movement " insidious.'' 

At the convcn1ion o( the Nationlll As.socia­
tion of Jn,ur:ancc Agents, Walter H. Bennett, 
general counsel .secretary, dcclllrcd : "These: 
w-operative• have been Kited upon by :t num­
ber of profeniona.laaitators whose orsani·zation 
would put tosha.mc the best political machine.'' 

Wallaco J. Campbell, Assittant S.Cutary of 
the Co-operative u~ue of the U. S. A., sum­
ma.rite:s the situation thus: "The people who 
wa.nt to make a profit on inturance ere auack­
ing thOJC who wa.nt to insure thc.msclvea." 

Ray ("Road to Ruin") Murphy, whose little 
pamphlet hu fathered a whole thea( of new$o 
paper clipping• attatkin,g co..ops, announces: 

This ro.opcntive theory comu tout bcarina the 
teal, .. M1de ln tbc U.S.S.R." , . • Pcrhap.• one m•y 
turmite that the " eo.opcralott" propote to "l iq~•· 
d.ue·• onMhird of 0\l.r po~luion economiutly after 
the (uhion of Europe'• toulhulan .catet. 

The we.ll-known facts that co.operativu 
started in Engl&nd nearly a hundred yea" ago 
and tha t t'""''" co-ope:ratlvct arc liqujdated 
in totalitarian atattl do not daunt a stalwart 
to..! like Mr. Murphy. He ukt the clerrr not 
"'1>-rter iro frttdom "'tpca1t the "uuth of God" 
and the fatm<r to a>Oid a ayttcm whieh 



WAR 0~ OO~SU-'IERS 

.. seius" the fruiu of his labor. He's asking two 
very tough customers. f.'armers make about 
65 pc:r cent of totRI co..o1>crative purchases and 
turned to co .. opcrruion co s:we morcgagcd 
homes. The Pope, t he l'cdcrnl Council of 
Churches, and the Central Counc:il of American 
Rabbis have all 11pproved this insidious move. 
mcnt . The famous Nova Scotia movement is 
sponsoned by a Catholic university. 

STitADY PROGRESS 

Co.ops.a.ATOU are meeting these and 
other attacks by intensively minding their own 
business. \Vherever co..optration is taught in 
the schools, they prcfer to have it taught along 
with the das.sical economic;., - as a picture 
gains perspccti ve by a darker side:. But there is 
such a diA"ercnc:e in the Mtitudc of C()..Opcrators 
toward business life that speci:tl schools are 
maintained by all the large whol.sales, where 
managers learn that there is no longer any 
war ~Cl"'l$ the counter becauk. in a co-opera,. 
cive, buycn and lt'llus are the same persons. 
And for the same reason there is no incr.ntive 
for cheating or serving inferior merchan­
dise. 

Other businc:ucs are doing weJI co show small 
gains; co-operative s tores are growing faster 
than the movement can suppJy trained man. 
:a.gcrs. Con!umcr Distribution Corporation. 
with other org.miz.ations, will direct a training 
course for managcn, beginning February s. 
limited to students who give promise: of being 
able r·o fill existing VACAncies. C1assroom work 

in New York will be alternated with ;'intern­
ship" in selected stores. 

Most important in co*opcr::uive cduc:tdon 
nre advisory councils composed o f six to a 
dozen fanailies who meet rcgularl y to plnn (not 
plot) projects for their CO..O(> societies. II ere is a 
typicol program put through l•Jt yeor by sev­
eral Ohio councils: organize twice t.hc number 
o( councils; organiz.c 11 mixed chorus and a 
)'OUth band; set up another distribucion poin t 
for co-operative service; raise '$ 5,000 additional 
capital for the local co-op; build a community 
hall; organize thrift d ubs; le:\rn :.bout co­
operative (noc s tate) medicine. 

Tonight .. in our neighbor's home we build." 
say Ohio farmers - a slogan echoed in the oil 
rowns o f K;a.nsasi in Minnesota.J where red 
barns s tand in solid blocks ag~~oinst the white 
snow; j ust off the slushy streets of New York 
City; in South Carolina, whore gardenias still 
arc fragrant; in fishing shacks nur the pound. 
ing surf of Nova Scoria4 

Consumers are learning. A Gallup survey 
showed that 64 per cent of those interviewed 
believe there is too grc:tt :\ spread between 
tnt111Ufacturing COSts and retai l priCCS i 56 per 
cent fnvor g rade labelingi n.nd 45 per cent 
(n.vor rhe esrabJishment of 11 Oep:artment of the 
Consumer in the government. The war agninst 
the consumer h:a.s started a triAc too lue. The 
little man. endowed with thou •• terrible ob­
stinacy o f the meek," is beginning to know 
there are certain simple things he wants that 
he can get for himself. 

:n 



o,.cenober 19. 193!) 

~·y 

So~ onP c~lled my ottent1on to your r.r t1cle 
1n Ha r p• ra . I do not th1nl< I " "" thP. full 
J•roof of th1A firt1oln booouH•l thn p'lr!'lgrqph 
'' •h1ch ~VAn P"tnted out, 'll ' kP.a me t'P. "'l there 
• 11s a mlaund~rA tsnd1n~ on your port. 

I nP. V~' r 911.1<1 th11. t I thou.;ht we '·ould b e 
drawn 1n to t h1A war beoaunP. of our s ense of 
OUtrage Rt Wh'lt WIIO bn in~ clOne , r.n. th~t 
1! we dl n not t' 1 ~ht , 1 t would rto har m t o 
our 1nt P.gr1 ty, or words t o t h11t effect. 

I do not qunst1on thnt vo•t thou ht I a Ri d 
th1s, but I muat lllllk•· rny pos1t1on elellrPr 
th11n vou hg ve MdP. 1t both to :10u and to 
thP. publto. 

I t thP r li,lt nnd f11P. ot our fl"O"l" b<'co-:e 
so outrR~ed, Rt ony t1m• , th 'lt they fP.lt 
th 1B """ sOmPth1n~ for w~t~h th~v should 
o;o t o ,.ar, qnn thAn d1•' nn t fro, I th1n!t 
1 t wou:bd do our eenn•• or 1 n t"!'r1 ty r, A a 
nll t 1on h :u~ , but Just ne lon. t ~~ •·01 felt 
thot ,..e ore do1n.t our Job b~ttAr l n 
o t hPr wn.vs , I d1cl not f e<'l thc• r <? wo~ any 
compuls1on t o go to wnr. 

I 
I 
I 

/ 

-



I h)p~ ~n~ pr~y tha t we m~Y n~vPr r Pach 
~ poi nt ~hPre ~e think 1t neo~ss~ry to 
r.-o t o war. 

I ~m cHe tr•' AARd that I gave yo•> no 11 ttle 
und~r&t'l n<l 1n~I t>f my r 1•al poe.1t1on. It 
juet ohowa how two pPople oqn tqlk tORethar 
~nd r PAllv g~t very little undPratanrl1ng 
be twften tht!Ul . 

Very sincerely youre , 

' 

• 
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Ooar ,_, b,r 1 

l t t4 • gt:::a c..nd t can t~ .rdly tc•r lo rt~d It. 

J.((uctlon~ltlyt 

!!.lu Ruby A, Black 
llb .. BJ.d&. 
W.:tshtnaton 

0 



Deor Wrs. Roosevelt f 

I wish to thank you in writing, os well •• In person, 

for the grand re!elns and almonds you hod sent to me from 

Cllifornie tor Cbristmes a l ong wi th the rare Presidential 

Christmea Card, and likewise for Jane's book, although I 

hope Jene finds time to wr 1 te to you about the book end the 

Obr1otmaa cera. 

JUst in ease you missed seeing it, r•m enclosing 
.for N.A.N.A. 

e clipping from the Washing t on Star of' Deo. 16, written/by 

W.L. White, son of Wnuom Anon White of E!nporia , which I 

think 1a the meet msgnitioent literature I've seen in news 

or t'eoture writing. 

If you heve n<?th1n g else to do with the clipping, 

'!Sk '.l:omrnt• to hand it back to me at press conference some dey . 

It you have uoe for it, keep it, end I'll get another copy. 

I'm going to the Wash 1ngton llewsp~per 'lull.d meeting, 

boreaome es they are, tonight, just to see it anybody pulls a 

teat one •• brings up your name; I told the men who te lephoned 

me last night the t he must guersntae the t there 111111 be no 

le,ka to reporters or columnists ebout the proposal thet you 
' ouooeed Heywood Broun e a presiden t of the Amorican Newspaper 

~11d. I oan guerantee the leak, it onJ, will not oomo from 

me. HonutlJ ond ott the record, I don't entiralJ truot our 

looal ott1ooro, who ere oroeturoa or the baw York Guild, end 

~ho hive brought ua, bJ their own odm1aa1on , to tho lowest state 

wo have over ouftered 1n W~oh1ngton. Love, ~ 



I . 
RUBY A. BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 
4U Al.N& •UIP,.DINO 
WASHINGTON, 0, C. 

t 
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Pebrua ry 13 , 1. 

. 1 q. t t ( f 
); .. {}, 

De a r lolrs, Roosevelt: \. . \;I! 
Th e fragranc~ and beauty of t1e nin~· roses 

and pink carnations 11ere very cheering wh1le I wRs 
in the hospital. I om o t home now, but in ha rt 
until the end of this week. I hope the rloc tor 1'1111 
re l ease me Pridey, but the fact 1s that I woulo:l no t 
b e able to do enyth i ng now even i f he tol rl me I cou ld . 

I t simply breo~s my heart thet I ho ve missed 
all the exciting events of the les t two weelcs . Herb, 
Hele n Fuller, !.loy Cro i () on<l Bees Furme n ha ve been 
Giv ing me e i delights b ut that's not the same a• bP1ng 
present. I t also pains me t hat I hove not felt enouf:h 
conf i dence in my futt>re work i ne speed to sip;n the con­
trac t with Duell, Sloan anrl Pearce for the b ook about 
you --and t o cash the check for ad vanoe roya lties they 
have sent me . I a till hope to ge t strong enough to do 
the book, 

I hope you have a goorl rest 1n Flort~a . 

Yours •d t h love , 

Mrs . Fr o ol<l i n D. Ror>sevelt, 
The White Hous e , 
1'/ss hington, D. C • 

• 

; 
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ll&l"ob 4, 1U40 

Dear llub7: 

Jlo l.ll.\q will bel p ae r or tb& t. bol"'" lble 
laet. epeeob, bu~ 1 aa Sl"&t.etul t.o JOU 
tOI" t.el l lftg ae t.be SIDII"&l t.be•e . 

1 t.blnk l r t.bU ebould happen to be the 
r1na1 part.7 ae •r1ret. L.d7" tor ••, t.b&t. 1 would be crat.etul, 10 t hat. ln the rut.ure 
1 oan Juet. enJo7 ar•elr and ~ot. b&we / t.o be t.b1n11:1n ,: or t.bloge •nl~k up. 

or couree, I would Nt.ber go and 11 t. 1o 
rroot with 7ou beoauee 1 oan hear eo auoh better, I w111 arrlve at 7:40, 

1 haven't. been abDe to een4 1n the naaee or 87 gue1t.1 beO&UII t.wo Ot the• h&VI Wl"ltten ae that t1117 are go1ng to be &Wt.J, 1 have 
Juat. &eked two ot.bere. You oert.a1nl7 have a great nuaber o r ealnent. gueete. 

Atteot1ooat.el7, 

/ 

-



I . 

W O MEH•S NATIONAL PR£:SS CL.U B 

WAIHI N O TO N, D.C:. 

025 Albee Bui l d i ng 

!ol~ rch 1 , 1940. 

Deer Mrs . Roosevelt: 

We thoucht 1 t m 1ght help you to knov: in 
edvLnce the genet•(ll t l)cme of t he stunt p~rty this 
ye~r . I t bet; ina with "J .. ra . Snt1th Comes to floahins ­
ton , " showing c now womhn s enctor orrlvlnu • l'.h1le 
ahA doos not s o on through the show -- inrl" n, , she 
no,es en<l sits by you end me enrl wctcht>a t:.hn r<t•t 
of thft show -- she \e the thracd on which f.hA show 

~C• · 
'!i~ hone t"'ct you con srrivP hy 7 :45 Pn1 

meet tho other honor flllO&ts i n Suite 901 of the 
:I i llard , just <lownats1rs from tl'>e bollt•oom, beforR 
you end I go on to t he bollroon to our nlor.e t . ~he 
other honor guests will be escor teil upnt~\rs on, 
a eo ted af t er be i nc precentor! to you . Of cout•so , 
we 'd like your guests to come with you , end , 1n, o.arl , 
i f they wish, they con come eorl 1er I'M hllvn s coc'<te11 
with me end three of the committee chc irrll>n there . 

1'/e ero orrenui ng the tables in griil1ron ah~pe 
thi e yeor , end they Will not be removed , eDch person 
s t a ying 1n her e eot at thR toble . Dut you end I will 
leave the heed toble and co to cho ire right 1n f ront 
ot the etege, if you prftfer , sa I oeeume you do . 
/.lthouf>h we have a loud speflker oyetem, ond the he~:il L 
table 1a e levate d , I think both you anti I wou l il he or 
be tte r d own f r ont , unleso you nr efftr to atPy et the 
tab l e . 

I hope we ' ll al l hove D ercn~ t1m~ . R1eht 
now , I •m wonder t nu how I •m go i ns to co t 4) eminent 
led Us introduced l'lur1nt. rl1nner I It's tha l~rc;est 
num~er of honor 8Uests we've ever hod , vnlj I 'm efre1tl 
I cRn he~e so little to aey ebout each thPt I ah~n't 
be ~t all l'!ntertr1n1ng! 

SAP you Uon,Py e t or~•s conference . 

Yonrs o1ncf'rAly , 

1 
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•u AL8CC • UILDINO 

WUHI.NOTON, O. C. 

Heroh ll> , 1940 , 

Dear r.irs . Hoos evelt : 

I am a little conrusod about tho exac t names and 

rol~tionships of some of thl! aunts and othe r r e la t1 ve• you men­

tion in "This Is My Story, nnd who doubtless will ent e r i n 

some way into :ny s tory of you . So , l: run aitechlng ~ questionnaire 

which ~ommle msy be obl" to f ill ln to strni£:)tten it ol!t for mo . 

1 1\Rve also put some other que~tions there , nne! 

thore will l>e no hnrd reelines if you do now whh to Rn:ovter then. 

L o imply lhouc;ht you n•ight not mi nd lettlnc some ono e ls e tell 

the s to••y "hen you yourself would not. I sheJ.l , o . course, soy 

in the I ntroduction of the book that this is not ~n euthorizod 

biography , thAt ita s ources are your book, youl' press confoOrences , 

your public pppeorencea , some of your friends , and my obeervelion 

of you . 

You may remember thst you Cold me , \\hen l was doine 

somo mauazine articles i n 1936 (which no one rtoulc! huy beceuoe it 

was campaign year) , that I could not then use tho story nbout your 

t&lk with Uyr*on Taylor about unionizot1on of the steel industry . 

l:ou said l mle;ht use it sometime, but not then, -.tten t.hc ne:;:oDia­

tlons were still (>Oin£> on or ~he nereement Y:as just ln lt~ begin­

nln~s . I 1\Rd wrlLten ~he :~~ory as you hrd told 1t to ~>o , but 

o;>parenUy I was too fa.ithfUl to the "off the e ocord" injunction, 

end oompletol:; deatro:;o<~ it 1n~tee~ or l<eoplne it for h l otorr . I 

can't find 1t anym1ero , although ... fine'! a paee with t•:o lines of 

1t osreCully merl<od O\lt -- and not tho rest cf tho !I tory . I am 

not at all .'lure I hP.vo remembe red 1t corroctly, but l hove triod 

to flrlte it from nemory, and have a ttache<t 1t here . If you can't 

l e t me use it this year , jus t don't read it, lf you cnn, I hope 

you can tell me , ln •a•lting, i n person , or on tho telephone , whet 

is oorroct and whJ,L is 1ncor·rect 1n this account . 'i'he story as I 

have written it here h juot an outline o! what I remember the facts 

to lle , not the way lt would eppoor ln tho loeok . 

I'm e;oing to ask your husbond H' be Vlill bo t:ill1ng 

to talk with me , an<l toll me sc•ma thln!'S nbout you I ' cl like to J<:now , 

I also .. oulll like to talk with !laney '-ook , E.9thor Lape , end l:!lhaboth 

Read about the years between 1924 end 19~2. Perhaps I ehould talk 

with warion uickorman, too, I 'll wr ite thorn oll and nsk i f they 

can see co on some trip to 1•ew YlSrk tor tho purpose . And I want to 

t alk with llQrOliDeJ Olltay, too , 

Y
0 urs ~· 

P . 'J. I oncloao stamped ad<lroue<'1 eahlope tor reply 

to questionnaire . 



nuestions from 
Ruby A, Slack 
211§ Prince st. 
Alea andria, Va . 

} 

\'rho is "Aunt Tiosie " -- l.lra . Stanley Llortimer~Yoat ta th..,.. a • 
sHter on s mother 's?../ '·lhat was her 

full maiden name? ~J,.d ,c;,.;._,zm f./U-U 
'f' I • •. -I s she related to "Maud e " and ";tuss l e"? ~~ 

"M.e.ude" , as I understand lt , 1o your mother'~• nnd she f irst 
J.,. ,,f~,.,~lf 

mDrried Lar ry ~Ia terbury , then dl vorced h im and marri ed 

David Oray , now mi nister to Eire . Is this under-

standing correctt 

l~z• .. zxaa;~ae~tox!ias~azE.-tA!fzx 

"Pussie ,~ as I understand it , was your mother~ a sis t er , and married 

Forbes !.(organ and cUed when !lor house burned . '•'•'hat 

was her full maiden name? t , ·, .·,.1 L i v 1 Nr CoN 
'//hat ever happened to "Uncle Eddie"? 

l'lhnt lias the operation about whi ch you tell in your book?- ~ ~ (L';;,L( ;z;:-i-

\',hat were the ",Qrange Christmas parties"? 1Af;t-< ~ vp ~ .f7~ -
~ kyr;./~V.;, ~ ;,. ' JC-<~ty ~ - ., 1(. M..J,.,. ~ 1-. 

rf'<~d!.'i .f. A~ f'•A.LI "' tr"'' (t.j ('c .... .c u., r,, 'v VJ'il-
~·ho t was your •fo~liah behavior• before EllioH's birth? ./.~ /1, ~ 
~ /t;;/vtd- (...t..,~.A6. .. .,.....F ~(,.A{.... AUM.w._.//1 ~~=-­

l.J 'Jt~..ii.J~t.vlv ·,.AI ~ .. (, tl I G;-c •• ; ~~ ~ Al.dt- c~y.,~ 
},yl:_r,., (/ .Y '¥ -« & ;--.-/-K,__,... (.,...._ •• ·., ~ ;, rtl' ...(.- t?" 

'.'tho told you no to go to tiJe a'iuma because'7ou m!cht b r 1ns diseues 

to you r children? A~,.- ("'"'W y-t:ro.U.:., t,..,<.t' PtU<.e-~ 
l'rhnt wa s th~ cause of your partiel deafness? 72, ~ W ~~,c., ~~ 

~ • ~t.. 'fi~.(; L 
I a the following information about "Cousin Susie" oorr ct: She is'~(rs .~t~ 

.IV . (0_,~· , J,.rr . , Henry Pariah, your codmother, at whose hoae you w.,-a 

f 
. .,. n~J- •. ,. • • " ' .A" married, whOil you visit in Newport -• , ... and 

,f wh vi i h J {.....,vt, ~ "·"\1( o a ta you ere. llba t was her maiden nue t u • .... •, 
1 

_ 

,... Her relationship to you?('.., • ttbera lloea aha Uvet ll '( ' 
I ~~ 



questi9na rroo Ruby A. Dlack -- 2 

':~hat waa 

Your nieht? /60 ~ ~ 

the c suse of your loss of self- copf1tlence}.n ~early , , 1 t At 

-rt" (,O~ ') ..... u ·~•J t._. . ollol(4 J"'f uvq ·~ 

yeors of your marriage? f<r.i.'<"JJ~1~~rtl• ''"?/"xThe abi ity 
~ :J:,tl • I" 

of your mothor- 1n- law and/or your husb~d to manage 

everyth1ng?~-l·4Pr io it t oo int i mate to mention? K.d 
~~ '* '•-"'~1 v /ltv. 

Didn't your ~~ husband ever put "love " in his letters end 

telegrams t o you from huntins t rips , or di d you ju3t 

leave those words out Whon you quoted his communi ca­

tions in your boo~? J (11·'-u-.. '--r~..<,/..-

Do you mind maming the little sroup with Bhom you used to lunch 

r ecularly hero 1n the early days -- Isabella Greenway, 

Frances 'erki na , Caroline 0 1 dny, ~edy L1ndssy?PL:,asn•t or . ~Ar0 
'illth whom? 'IJI)..('J-~,IV •/ijt~l 

Alioe occasionally smons them? t, 

At'f~.dtf-l.JY'"L~P'~fi 
Why was it consddored necessary to koop thorfe or y~ur huR- V. vJ' , 

. I ~ ,, 

!Jo you still do it? M 

band e i llness ao secret in 1921? (tleHher your book"l ft 
\ / (t• 

nor Ernes t Lindley ' s r eveals why it was considered \..1_ 11 I :( 
so i mportant to keep i

1

t out of the papers . I nay not ~(~~,,,v 
hava any r eason to use this , but I 1m curious, ond both ~ ~ 

books leave an unanswered question. } 

Dl.d you observe~ hat Auoo and her hoeteuea (the l'oe Si s ters) did 

not arlee when you' ontered the ballroom tor tho a tuna 

party, and then had to stand n.a for "The s.ar Spangled 

Banner , " which they had not expected? (I 
tor tun, not eapeolally fort he book . ) 

aak thia 

1«1 -
just 



from 
Rubr A. ~lack 
2110 Prince ~t ., Ale&andrla, Va . 

Oubline of the Myron Taylor -- U. S . Stoel story ~s I 

remember it : 

"Cous i n Sus ien invited you to ti.zNZZ!lX dinner et llew-
in 1934 or 1935 , 

~art. Livron Taylot• sat beside you, /He started out to tell you 

the horrors of unionism, U>e beauties of U .~ . Steel' s company 

union, the reasons why, despite lifiA, he coulcn ' t sicn up with the 

.Urmz union. 

You told him about former employee s of his you 

had seen livin& in abandoned beehive coke hi vest (or furnace3) , 

exactly what un1o!>n1sm meant , the livinc conditions of families 

in U . : . . .S t eel's company towns . ne didn't know a bout the things 

you told him , He went and found out. " 

Then he sig)"led with the union. or course , there's 

another story t hat olrs, Tayl or saw John L . Lev;is in the loayflower 

dinin(l room , asked her husbancl to introduce him, was impressed, 

t ol d her husband 1 t couldn 1 t possibl y Jruin t he company t o mol<e 

• n a greement vlith such a reasoneble end well- inf ormed man . 

Now I 1 d like t o ce t t hese stories str.o i ghtened c ut , 

for publication in this boo¥ if you will p ermit , for his tory, 

anyhow. I'm sorry I threw 'l'lay the acoount I wrote when it was 

fresh in my mind . 

There's also the s t ory thot Toy l or sew the • resident 

about labor problems in U. S . ::>teel, t hat the 'reiiclent told 

h i m t hin_es he didn't knoYI about his own indus try, including the 

hAbitation of the boehives by former YIOrktes, and conditions in 

ocmpany towns , that the 'resident had known this because you 

told him, and that Taylor then went and found out f or hilllsel1' , 

Vohat 1 8 true in all these stories f 



Aunt Tiaala - Mra . 8tanle7 Mortimer 1a aother'e slater 
.Uden 

i'~l/naae - Ilhaboth L1v1ngaton Ha.ll 

/ 

She l a elet~r to Maude and Pueeie 

llaude t1rat lll&rr1ed Lawrence Waterbury, t hen d ivorced him 
and married David Ora7 

Puaale wae £41th L1v1ngeton Hull, married to W. Yorboe Morgan 
and dled when her boul8 bu,med, 

Uncle Eddie died several 70are ago. 

'l'he operation wo.a eoae inter nal. troubl e , 

'l'be Orange part lee were bouse partie a at my aunt , lira. Douglal Rob1nlon(a house dur ing Ohr1atmae hol i daya. Bhe lived on lioDAta1n 1n the Orangee 1n New Jerse7 r or eome yeara whea her children were young. (Kra. Roblneon wae aa 70u know, Oorinne Roosevelt) 

About llliott'l birth and befo r e - I dwelt on the loaa or the r1rat bab7 Frank11n,Jr, a :xl telt I had been to blaaa ror no t taking aore aaze pe r aonal oare or him and watching the nuree aore care t ully whom I auapectad later ot not being t oo good. 

liy aother-ln-law and ay coua1ni lire. Pariah were the onea who told ae not to go t o the a ume. 

My partial dearneaa the doot ora tbougbt •a• having children cloae tog~ther or typhoid or probably catarrh. 

lire . Pariah waa at mother'• double tirat coualn. She wae 8Wian Llldlow. Her rather and ay vandllother were bnther and elater , and her IIOther ·and ay vandtather were brother aDd alater. 8he llwea part or the t1ae 1n lllew ll:ork Cl ty, part or the t1ae in LlewlJ'D Park, Orange , N • .J • ..nd part ot the t1ae in lie .-port, although lately abe haan 1 t be en goiQS eo •uoh t o llewport. I vlai t her oooaaalonanly 1n le.-port - did 110t go ror laat couple o r yeara. 

l'elgbt 100 lbe. 

My 1011 ot lelt ooDrldenoe .... due t o t oo little tralnlng in tak1nlf oare ot ohlldren Dl 1n boWiell:eeplnf and the ooapeteaoe ot ay el4era; •Y aothar-ln-l aw • ab111ty to -• an4 to pa:r. Jot too ifttlaata to aanUon. 
•1 husband always added 8 l owa• - 1 1iaply lett it out 

,. 



The group "bleb lunched together ln early days Wlia 

Isabell~ Greenway-ling 
Franoea Perk1na 
Caroline 0' Da:r 
Lady Lindsay 

Al1oe Longworth was not among_tbem. 

I think Uary Ruaaey wae present onoe or twice 

We do not have these lunches now. 

Aa to keeping oauee ot' ay husband's 1llneaa aeoret in 1921 
llo one was sure at first. Th"n L?ule Howe tel t it 
mlgbt efteot the tuture. and be hoped, I think, he 
could co•pletely overcome an:r etfaot. 

Did not obaerTe the Poe Blaters 

As to the Wyrcn Taylor etory - none or those veraione are 
exactly oorreot. lt wae the Pres. who told that etory 
not to Wyron Taylor but t <> Joe Oraoa and l think you O..d 
better try to get 1t diraot tro• t~ Prea . Myhon Taylor 
alread;r knew John Lewis, bow I do not know and had made 
hie tirat a~eement with him before I eat next to hi• at 
Mrs. Par lab •. l think what I told you 1\'&e e1a~ply tlla t 
ka l had repeated to hi• eone or the things wbiob Franklin 
bad heard and told and that M)Ton Taylor had sald he would 
look into conditione. Aa you know the Quakers got eowe 
suppor t fro• tba u. B. Steel 1n their holleatead ln Pa. 
Wr. Plokett could tall you more about that. 

The coke oven story wae something wbloh Hlok told me 
and I told the Pres, but be got ao•e or his information 
tro• another source. 

He eaya be will see you eo you oan verity an;rthing •ora 
dlreotly wltb bla. 



• I 

) 

J1aD7 \ htmka tor your lethr. 

It Wd llico ot 7011 to wrHa oe ua yoll 

IUs s Ruby lll ack 
825 Alb&e Bldg. 
IY..,.h., D. C. 

I;; ) 

DD 
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WOMEN'S NAT IONAL ~AE:SS CLUB 

WASHINOTOH, D. C. 

Llot.t• · · :·:: . Hooaovr·lt : 

I junt '.ll•nt t o tell ~ou tlutt 1.Uny lnOlllhot•s and 

E c>stn of ~he .. OI'K'n 1:; '' t1 OIU'l l'!'CCl Club I :c. VC 

expr6ot·od to ,,o what I n.ysolf ""B ulreau;, !'oul1n!; 

t ha t :rout• t<>lk on &ttw·d•.y n1t,ht r:<..: co .ct tint, 

unforno t tublc . 

Ouo "' 1 bot• enid "h" thotl;;l~l: it '·" lJ t.io<> t.o~t 
bnnutiful tlolna ohe itSd !leon you do in .. or:,J.n;;ton , 

I aaw tell r+3 i n scvol'\Ctl !X•i1~:; o1' cyoo Ro :'on s.>olce . 

C•touts ft•om out of to•·n who did not lrnow you 

b e f ore I:Ot•e do opl y t ouchod, <>nu folt tho;; ho c\ 

len rnc<l noll'.othinp, about you tho:r never l:ttew befo;•c . 

... nd .:oa it ~>w•oit in bcin;: n fnt•ew•ll sp.·ech o·t:d 

not n fll t•owell :·!Jooch I 

!•'Ut' l:hnl•J10.t·c , Juut l.H:t\loon U!~ , I J.ope - - itJ C.L!lflt 1~ 

:n..; the· l_t. ot tJme vou ' Jl h:.::.vc tt:e lc.ot \Ol·l! '~t 0'1'' 

))ltrty -- it I'Jj 11 J'Ellt lly be n h~J!l to :;out• ouccosuor! 

nut you know """C r·y r.lot·e clet•t·ly chor·lul.•,cJ hopo in . -
'.then Gov . Om! I ro . i c lll.ttt >:Ot•o con(lrntul~t1nc l•O 

the next duy , I ns!cod l.r a . 1 c·:utt i f t~l~ could fuec 

rt1 th plen suro t ho thou;sht of l1C1 vine t ha lnst '"'<11'::1 

f or o l !:ht s uocecr< ve yourn ut out• JlUrty, at'tut· havinG 

seen wlw. t 1 t
1
o lil<e , " .. hr, , i t no vor oocurocl to r.;., 

to think I mi r,ht havo to , 1 ~114 ropliec! , 

J llll:tt t o thllnk YOU f or thi~ ;·o01•
1 

Ond f Ol' Bl } th'l 

o thor yonro , fot• llll you lll1 vo d ono ~o I'CliBe t ho 

P>•es t 1£;e of t.o•·s pe.pol• wo.,~n i n · .. fA s l l "Gton, 

~ours \11 th love , 

J 



,. 

lle&r Rub)'a 

I ba.,. tal..luocl t.o t.be Pruident. about. 

the •ucaeat.ion ..ade 1n your l ett.ar or !Ia¥ lD, 

t.~t II• •:>¥s that he could not. 80 t o " J"'ri.Y. 

ALtectlooatel¥, 

lliss !tubr A. Black 
825 ~lbee Blde. 
:iashington 

/ 

/ {!() 

0 



THE WHIT£ HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

llay 16, 1940 , 

liEUORANDULI FOR 

IJALVINA 

I am returning herewith 

Ruby Black's le tter t o Ura. 

Roosevelt. Steve said that he 

bad opoken with Ura. Roooevelt 

about it and that aha underctando 

that the President cannot go . 

G. G. T, 

--:- A./ ~ } 
I .a V ( /, .1~ . 

. /'· 

l 
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RU BY A . BLACK 
NEWS BUREAU 

&U A&.AIIC& M.lllo.OIHG 
WMJHINGT'OH, O. C. 

:.ny 10, Hl•!O. 

'"his B no tino to be 11::1:1n·: t:1:. t t:.~ Prc:l r•mt ot t:1e \:n l tetl !;toto~ spend on:: t1"10 n·:ay fro:n !'!'s ~ob , 2ut - --

: t evc ca. yo yo u hnv'" U•':: Vor ""lvcn h.L1, '1 d"' Lr· r·hc n :,·ou c o,_ l d nt Lcnd t ile int\u,:ur.o t l on of tlu1 new "" ""C · i l ont t·! l'·~c .. o tC'!'\ 1 s ~ ·,.t ion"l rr e:"t$ Club bot·Heon the (\loe t : on June .: .,nd t.l-.~ tll"'1a . ·hon s one o r us wi l l be ·:ol n .. to eonvol~ l.lons -- r r ot12'Hl Juno 1[..~ -- ol thnu~:,h you mny lHIVO told the • ros l <lont l n conv ~>r~ll Linn , 

~tevo 1.mnl1e~ b:. .. re~rl1n.: t.;.o 1 re:J i dcnt 1 :: en:·~:;et.1ont l 1$t, ln confl 1ence , thr t tho l"r en1<1en t c oul :l not <ltten<l our lnnu:;u­r~ttlon b otr:een t l:oo A dntoo , ilut :: Love 11130 s n:•o the • l' Ocident ou;;­~co t'ld ht> L'\lt:hL : 1vo n d i nner i n t ' <c -N>t .:ooo for rc~J.\·;: no"boro enol t !1elr &!lcorts , ond v l eu t~1"l' l .ncm ·urr t!on cr:-·-.,·\on.!.f':; t~, ~c . ..:1110 " '!! <~OUlt' (.ladljC CCOp t the honor Of tloe •ros i <ien L' s i nvlttlt l on l' t o.ny tlmo, l invitee: hl n to tho clu~• ' !l lnntv:nration, t nrl I could not Lake tho raspons1 bill ty ot bnrl'ln~ f r om ou~ .tnnu '\~ret i on tho 10 no n-ac t ive mcr:bers in "tt:;!1 l n ·ton , \':110 ':t"O non- :'et. l vc ~\Ltt bccou::se thoy now i1ave no ne11SJ>II!)Or, 1!18t:a z lno , or puhlic 1t:· ~o! . , P~ thouo:;h t!\oy mn:; ho book- vrri t er!l or ::o v<>rnJ10nt o>~ployooo . J:or could I over fnee snch non-ro~itlents ns •·:•u.ln on(·boo nn<! !:o. th loe11 i.c-ou~hll n , ono others , 1!' th~y v:cr e borre<l fron ino.u·)lr tlt i on PJlo.l such '11 ·•hite .. ous c ;)Q!'ty. 

l f th e <'res i dent could •:1vo uo a no••ty, wht could he no t , on Lh e " "" o do te , como to o. rn rt;! ·:~o ·ivo •t Ll.< .. Ulc rll or :o!IP\'Iilore noor by? :lo could J.ml<e i t lnfor ,nol, if I.e t:l hc~ , ~l'lt1 conl <l llanit ··l!ests t o o certn ln munl.,!r ll.cooPrllnr: t o 11:~ 1•ho!l . 

Al' t or nll, he n ttcnd!l tho lnour:urrtlons e>l' the .. :~tloncl t r ess Club Omen's) , the Or l<iiron Club , u,c .. !: l to !:o\;oo Corro3">0r.tlen t%s <he anen ln the '.'lbi t 'l Jlow:o t!orrospon<lenta' f.s!loclntion " Cfu:> o Lo lo t the womon who t.olon(l end pp;y' their 1'\ue" IlL tent! Lheir alnnor . '•Jae l'>·e ~ldont tloos not ll.ko t l\nt , rntl on~s he ' s :-:oln,. to " !;e t ;:ou r,lrl$ ln. " wvory mnlo correspondent ln ·'j~s! .ln:;ton hll:l t ho o:>.'~ rtunit:· Lo !.nvlte J.ls boa3 or \looses to nt leoat one tlinnor ot t onrlod t.;,• tho • roal.<' cnt , while no newspl\per womo.n hno th a t oppo1•tunity -- ruul b"l lovo me , lt necns sortethlnc; to those edl. to~s nne\ nub llshern ! '11\cre 1 s a ~50 n •'oak • •'IDci: '* 9 ) •..,. 11 M 'U\ h M just oo t ho boss ern be lnv!tod to thn r.rldl ron , and tho non -:etc lot:l of t h G ne,·:o f or t lm t ;1nper rro:n m~> . Uut he ('Cts tJ •.o Cso. 
I We.;'lt Yrositlon t ·•oos ovcl t to be t!:l) fir~ t Preoi <lont to reco:mi::.o newo;~np er wor:~en in U1e way • residents , .ror ~·oo.rs , have l'eeor;nlzed nOW3R.npor men , •• e •s ol1'1otuly boon ::-.rnn<l to us , but one thine moro v1e wnn t. ll\l"'UI',h tho year s , •"O rro lncronaint,ly doll\,'; tho sruna lcin<l of lobs tt:o men o.ro dolnc; . 1 as\: tl.lo , not for me, but for all . ' the newopeper r..:.or.on of uaohln::ton. And , confldentlal l y , I think :lteve 1a : ivins me the run-nro\U'ld , Youl" a with lovo, ~ 



Dear ~'bJt 

lllra. Booa.nU will be 111 llYd• Park 

Oil lUDe 10 llD4 1a aorry tbat ahe will not be 

able to attend the 1n.ugu.rat1<ln ot the new 

pr 0111c!ent or the I wen 'a lfat1onal I'Naa Club. 

1(1 .. a&b7 Bluk 
8111 Albee Bla1l41DC 

AN'eot1on.lltely, 

11aae'• •uoa&l l'N8a Olub 
W.-hiDir'oD, n.o. 

I 

DD 
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WOMI!:N*S NATIONAL PRESS CLU B 

WA$HI N OTON , O . C . MAv " , ,, 1 ' • / } 

O:?r, A lh <:t~ ll l CI I" . 

~;Ay 20, 1940, 

De or 11r s . Hoosevelt: 

l'lo all hop& very much it will be pos s1 ble 

for you t o at t end , th i s year, the in:- ue:ur~ t ion nf the 

ne1v p r esident of t he Women 's tletionnl Press Club . 
in~ugur~ tion 

1'h~ i att:ta:ttiD)I' wJ U t llke plll c(l t\ t e 

d i nne r e t 8 p .m. on Monday , June lOth, ~t the l: il lrr<l. 

I c~nnot tell you vrho. w 111 be in~ucure t ed , 

as the election tskec p l eca J une 4 t h , , He l en F:ss ~ry o ncl 

F:~ ther ve n ·• ~gone1• ">'ufty e r e the cnncl1da tos . 'i' ho \l>o lls 

will be open e t tho odlle rd from 10 a .m. u n t i l Okp . ,n. 

l•ny memb pr leevin& town before 10 a .:n. cen s rJ•tn[P to 

ca s t he r b ollot before thet time hj comr.~unicrtlnt; With 

Lily Lykes She pt' rd , Wiwc<'r. • in 3619-J. 

Ynul' S w it:-t love, 
' 

r{ ~ /~ 
(< ' ' 

. . 
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w u "- •• )'CIU -u-4 ln your l•tt.r 

or 'lllrl1· 

-

do 
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llay 31, 1940. 

Dear Tommie : 

When a Fascist newspaper attacked Mrs , rloosovelt 

for acceptinn the Goya prints 1n F~bruary 1939, it said she 

thanked ~r&mier Negrin in a letter which said in part: 

"I accept with profound thanks and gratitude the 

s ift which was offered by the Spanish people • . "11 that I lmow 

of the Loyalist Government convinces me that it deserves to be 

consi dered by America as a true democrat i c government . " 

Did s•• write that? I saw it nowhere except in 

the United Press story from Rome , 

I 

I ) • 
(/'( ' . '· ! 

-· I ( . 
"' I 

·-h J .· I \,. 
~ ~_k_ -

\ 

tft~ {I ,.1 
<[ ll I 

~ ' ' I ' 

,J -' 
I ~ 

/' 
I 

I 

I 



1111r;r u..~oo tor t!le eow ot 

.......... tor T..-•. I wUl ._. 1t 

--ui.,na ....... 

Att~Mti-t1117. 

11111 .. by Bl&ok 
8211 .U'b.. llllll41A& 
11'ub111ctoo, D. C. 

I 
I 

/ 
'! 

do 
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RUBY A . BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 

211~ Prince St. 
Alexandria , va. 

&U ALett aOILOINO 
WA.MINOTON. 0, C. 

July l, 1940. 

Dear wrs . aoose velt : 

Ever since the ''""jar typine of the b io!_Tophy of 
you ,·,a s completed l as t Friday rute has been hevin:; a crancl 
time writing on the fine now Hoyal I b oucht with the publishers ' 
&cl.vanc~ 'roday she wrote her deily letter to "unt !linn, who is 
in Texas , aa.. chapter of her cont inued story about her new k i t ­
tens, a mathen•aticnl SUltunary of her financial stendinc after count­
inc the money i n her variou s banks ann pocl:etbool<s, and e page 
of e;ood advico on !10\'/ and 110'!1 NOT to wri t e ll! a letter. Then she 
asked me whe.t she should write next . ixsagge.ld:s uexl!xri<tttE•z­
!lotins that it was 15 minutes until he r t1eGt1me, I succested: 
n·::!."i te four -- only four - - s e ntences about wrs , · ·oos evolt . " 
I copy herewith what she wrote, includin e hor punc tuation, her 
spacine, the rl1>:s-linaSin which she evidently imitated my 
slug lines on t he pa g es of my book, .e and my chapter e nd-lines , 
which ar• my 1n1t1al.s in lower cas e: 

littl e - M.rs . " o osevelt-1 

!Jrs . aao3evelt-int elligent , able , known by both the rich 

and the paoli . A true Christian;.:.Ji!IX sympa thi zinG with JeVIs, 

C~tholics , end people of all other relia ions,A woman who has 

good taste and a good sense of humor , And one who can share other 

peopl e's 4_,..aadz soorows and joys . 

--cjhl--

' Thnt last x-inc-out is my fault, not Jnne s , 

Maybe Jnne should ho.ve been ch osen to wri te the bioernphy 

instead of me. 

implies that Catholics are not Christ i ans . 

Vie h nve to 

you w111 let me 

be here throu£:h the •took-end, I 
.:c. v ~ .'<..:..<..e. 

b r ing the ms . along11eo I can osl! 

queo tions about, what others h nve tol(\ me , 

Youre w1 th love, 

.. 



• 

Dear lblbTt 

IIJ'dw Parle, N.J. 
July 2, 1940 

lira. ROOMYelt t.a.e answered your questione, 
whl.c h 1 a• returni~. She t.aa alao 0. K. 'd the 
quat.••· Ae t.o JOur table or oont...t. a, aha t.:. a 
apprond all or the tit.lee e.x.ce~ Mo. 10, 110 
I u1 a!Nid you will t.a·n to ch..:nge tJr,t.. 

lira. Roosevelt will be away a tood deal, 
but 11he will he here the lOth and the 14th, so 
it JOU can come here one or tho~~e ds.ye and r.'ill 
let us ~, we will both be flud to eee y01 .. 

Sincerely, 

Ilia~ luby •• SlaGle 
825 Albee llv.Udl. DC 
Wawhiacton, D.C. 

( 

I f ( 
• 

0 



' 

t., 
Vi .• 

.~ \ 
'v : 
\ t.U ALitU IIOIL.OIHO 

\ ._ W~HINOTON, ~. C . 

...; 11~ 1-'rinca .'J .. ~ 
1 h~exandria , Va • 

.- • !l;llne 22 , 1 !HO . 
: ,!" \. ~ o•~ 

. \J ~\ ; 
for your note t<bout t ):e boolt . I 
11 A l!andbool{ for Youth . 11 l have 

I think you 9.u.:;ht to know v.ha t my mai d just 
said to me . She is l<ec;ro and Catholic, nnd follows nF. t ional 
and international evuhts ardenqy . She olso asks H e lots of 
qcest1ons about you , ns she cleans up wh ile I run ·:,orltine n t 
ho"•e on the book. Today, after I had answered one of he r 
ques tions , she said earnestly, "She is a r eally Chr i stian woman , 
isn ' t site? " 'ieaterday s h '' said sotnethin::; r e:•o1•t a bl e , too . I 
::o't a telez r am from l&::sw:>EK as kin-: cny i nterpr,etn t i on of John 
L . Lewis ' s Philadel phia sps.eches . !'earl was cleanin£: up , and 
Jone '·:as playing around. rote read the telc 13r llln out loud, and 
asked, 11 '.'/hat Jre you go inc; to snswer? 11 I said, "I don 1 t lrnow 
what to 1'\nswer , except to say that John L , hns :;one nuts . " 
Pearl lauc;hed ao onl y l!egroes c an l au (lh , and said, "I wish 
somebo d:J would say t:>a t in print I" 

. I have finishec1 t!>e book, except for the oum­
marizinr/chnpter e.t the end. I con't '.'.'rit e, t ;.,t untll I finish 
the ted).ousness of revision, Rnd the" r ead throut)l the book wi th­
out lla vine to t h ink o f details. That. should be b'y ~·'riday, uilless 
t he publishers want drastic re - wri tine; of the 1 5 chap t ers about 
the '•yhite House years which I sent them two weeks ac;o t oday and whl1' they have not returned with tho1r su~ee:~t1ons . 

~ 
Your decision not t o rend the ros . seems to 

h wi:~e, from both your point of view and f r om 1oine a n d the 
p lishera . Nevertheless , 1 ilnve r e ported a fe·:; tl\lnc;s ' •::hich 
qthe r s tol d me o r which I read in newspapers -- things which 
p. did not see or bear myself . I wonder if it would be possible 

(
for me to come to Val Kill with the ms ., when the publishers 
and I ha ve comp~eted our revision, and l•txmax c,o ovor cer­
tain spots with you . I think it WOllld be easie r on bot h o f · 
us to llo it that woy than to send you copies of certnin pages , 
because I could briefly tell you wh~t goes before and after so 
those par.ticular pages would not be entirel y o u t side the ir con­
text . Since I )l11v e not heord from the publishet•s , 1 cannot 
pro;>ose an exac t d.a teL hut it would doubt less be so:ne time between 
July l and July 15. .L ha ve tr1ed vo ry :aard to follow your 
injunction -- your sole in j unction -- not to toll nny lies about 
you , but I may hAve i nadvel'tently done so. I have omitted even 
zood stories v1hioh seemed doubtful . I et las t cot my de.teil \'lith 
your inimi table spouse, and some r;ood a t u!'f from ~t.m. 

Love , ~ 

-
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Ruay A. BLACK 
NEWS BUREAU 

tu ALIICX .UtLOIHO 
WA.HIHCITQN., CJ. C. 

" 

<I I 

June 2.• , 1 1~0 . 
l .t \. 

I atJ enclosln!: Pnuth•··· list or q, ,ost lone , 
the r.nt.:we l~s t; o .. h!r·h I th ln~: yO'.J 02• •, oMr·y 01 n 
perJcll bP.slde the qu~•tlon ""~ retu•·n to r,o , 1 
om clao cnclosin~ t- t~tflM'"IOfl env-,1.orP fot• L"l,. rP!>ly , 

I sn-i t11o rsolatr nt~ r. rP '-ort:ln.· : tN •"l:; 
f)') thP h')Ol( tO f At rtnr) " ""Y tO thP onbliS'lf'rS 
by tl-11' 5 t h of Jul:l , but or C0\11'91' I ern ~rr'·" 
os•ent!rl chnn~re "~tor thet if I ern se~ you . 
/s ooon os tlrp uook Ia l' lnlsh o<i , I wil l r.n">y ol l 
r croronces t o yout• ch ll<lrPn ,.,,_,l ch r r r not tr•'<Pn 
tron1 your O'f(n bool~ or you r column nnl! sAnil to 
th'll!1 . 

' ;;;-
_) . ~12.-c. .... 

-~- , You told me tlur·lntl tho hout•'r ~Lll( 1 hsd V'"~ 
Yllth you ouo afternoon tllt>t you •roul tl pn t.,tlt me 
to uoo ln the book thfl ole turo or you fond the 
Proc1dent •:hlch llorrle firYl F.wlns ••~"" tor ynut• 
fl'lrsontl use. lio rps on<! ~:.nns woul<l llko to ltcv., 
o lottor t'ror.o you"outhot•lzln._ thom r.o noll ou c 
print o r thot plctut•ft for use l n thn boo•t . 'l'hny 
wo uld olso like !'or j''>U Lo seno " coru on of thc t 
le tte r to Stevo Eo r ly so hn .. 111 l<no .. tt.r cmvUtlons 
un1or vlh lch oul> l 1cot1on of the n 1ctll1'C •• r v r-uthot'i?.eoi . 
I VOt•y much POOe "" Cl n U811 thn piC ~ \'1 ' 1' . 

Youro ,J ! Lh l ovP. , 



• 

Julr 8, 1940 

Dear llub7 1 

llro, Roo .. nlt M,)'o olw •Ul bo delij;l ted 
t.o haww 70u &Ill! Herb 81cl Jane llt&7 here. l'lo lean 
on S.turd&T llijtl~ tor Ohi o tor a lactUH, but 
.YOU C&Q ota,y OYOI' Swa,y. • ...... thO~~Ch .. are not 
bore, llro. Rooo Oftlt cao •• ,ou Saturck7 durtnc 
tho cla,y, 

.Utoot.lollatol7, 

·o 

j, 
I 

I • 
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RUBY A. BL.ACK 

NEWS BUREAU 

Tlllci>HOHCo O tfl iUCT 'JOJt u• AL.U •uu,,OING 
WA.M INOTON. 0 . C. 

Dear Tommy! 

. 
211~ Prince Sj;. 
Alexondrio, Ve . 

July s , 1940. 

Because I om trying to combine the trip to Val 
~ill with a rest tor me and Herb (who's so tired he talks in his 
sleep about NYA) , I should like to come to Vel !Cill to talk over 
a few items 1n the book on July 14. Herb can get away only during 
the Democratic National vonvention, when nothing is hepvening 
in Washington, We are invited to rest at Koclcwell ~nt s fal'lll 
i n the Ad1rondaalu , .at Auaable l"orke, So, we should like to 
l e l!ve here by au tomob 1le. (Herb, Jane , and I) on Sa turdey , July 
13, spend Saturday n ight , Sunday, en~ Sunday night in the vicinity 
ot V0 1 lUll, end then d rive on to Auaeble l•'orks , le -'!ngl,e. bed . , 

~- on• room rsith._a_ double Wul end .~ .r 
Can you reserve rooma7f6r us at elly 1 at forAl_uly 13 1 • · 

end July 141 '!'hen I can , whonever during the d•:r it 1s convenient 1 . 
for l.!rs. "oosevelt, go o ver with her the few poregr s phs end n•gea I ' 1 ' ·, 
about which e questi on remains in my mind , while Jane eno:l he rb oen " r< (­
play a round in the aountry, 

Thank you for the snawers and notes. I hPvs c~ nged 
ljhe t1 tle of the !IYA ohepter to ~nsl$ra tion of the NYA• because 

inep1rot1on" is the only word I cou l l 'Tiia-1iitli'ii""d'1ct'1onsry 
end the thesaurus wh i ah had the double 1mpl1oetion of e pert in 
onual~g aomet~ing to exist, end in keeping i t on i ts toea . And 
Mrs , oose~lt needn ' t be mQdest sbout her p•rt in causing the 
NYA to exist, because both Kerry Hapkina and Aubrey ~illiama , 
l{1thout my even ••jing them, tlo ld me e rnphnt~oolly tho t l<ra . 
Rooeovolt wee r • epone1ble for the creation of NYA . I hove not 
said i t that bluntly 1n the book; I have simply ou lll1ned tho _ 
evonta lellding up to tho oxocutlvo orcler1 ~ ;:e._ .c.,_,..-4- ~~ (_·.._ ~ 

Nevertheless, if Mrs, rtoo•evolt haa a be tter title 
to sugge st for that chapter , I ' ll g ladly accept it , 

Pleoae toll lire , ''ooeevelt that I today sent to all 
he r children oopie a of everything I wrote obout them in tho book 
except 'Wba t I quoted or re-wrote from 11Th1s te lly Story" or "My Day,"' 

the b ookt 
Have you aeon Duell, Sloan and Peeroe 1 a catAlogue announcing 

"Final oopy" waa expresse~ to the publlahere on July 3 , 
but , of oourae, I oan mske any changes »ra . rtooaevelt or her children 
auggeot. 

Love to you end her , 
' 





• 
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VA&.-KIU. COTTAOft 

MVOC '"AI'U<:, OUTCMC: •• COUNTY 

HICW Vo"K 
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Ue&r Rub7• 

Jlrde Park, In York 
.11117 19, 191.0 

Thb 1a the 1et.Ler froa Pegr S~l, but. 
lin. Booaewelt •&T• 1011 e&n not ua it. unlua U. 

prl ~·· 
I'Ul you pla&M ret.vn lt. wbtn ;rou ban 

t1niabed -tt.b it.? 

AftecUonat.elT, 

ll1e. llabr llaak 
~ PriAM St.reet. 
.&1.-drla 
Ytrpala 

/uu 

0 

. ' 



WOMEN•& NATIONAL PRESS CLUB 

I ( ~ 
& I ( 

WAaH IHOTON. D .C. 

21.1.-f Prince St • 
Alexandria , Va . 

IA!ar .. rs . Roosevelt: 

July 23, 1940 . 

I want t o tell you what a good time I 
had at Val Kill -- as did Herb o.nd J ane -- and 
t o thanl< you for a ivil18 me so much t i.nte . .le hnd 
a grand drive to "u::~able Forl<a o.nd back, al thoUl>h 
both t rips we re made on $unday , and a good rest 
there . But was I atartled to find yo~ wont to 
Chicago, after all t I wanted t o stop by to see 
you on the Vlay back, but I lmaw you roere busy, and 
~ had to spend i~onday at TArryto'm wi t h my publisher 
to work on the book, so we regretfully drove on do~n 
the road . 

D,.spi to my personal wi sh that both of 
you might have a chance t o r est and to do al l the 
other thinc;s you want to do , treed from the restric­
t i ons of public lif e , I am nevertheless f:lad for 
my country that the •resi dent accepted tho nomina­
tlon . But isn 1 t t he Lo.nte Duck Club wondortuo? A 
chance talkative companion on tho train last night 
said he t houcht all the front page stories about the 

llemocrats who have come out acainst the ' r es i dent 
aro the beat pro- Roosevel t campaign publi city he 
has seen. 

But tho conven tion r oquiree adrtit ions 
to the book - - and maybe o complete rewr ite of tho 
last chap ter. ·:1e go t tho news so .inadcquntoly a t 
Auseble •'orks that I OJn not. at all clear on the 
background and purpose of' your trip to tho c onven­
t ion. Can you tell me, for use in the book, just 
why you went, who aoked you to a o , and so on? If 
it i s handy, I shoui>d also like a copy of t he s to. to­
mont you sent to the pla tform committee, as there 
wer e l i nea lef t out 1n t ho early e dition of the !lew 
York Times I go t at Ausable Forks . ore ourse, i f 
it is not conveni ent, I can get it out ot the Ti mes 
files in llashington. 

Can I tell ot the intensity and 'constancy 
of your "ork for admission of the reru:;ee children, 
without menti oni ng tho gentleman who was holdinG it 
upt Did the Department of' State ever issue the 
ot•der you and the ¥resident were s eeking? I n other 
words , what came ot it? 

Yours with love , 



•' 

WOM E.N•s N ATI ONAL PR~SS CLUB 

WAS H JNO T O H . O.C. 

l' . S. : One mor e thing: ·•inchell says 
today you are "resigning" <!!rom the Ameri can Youth 
Congress , whatever thl\t means . Are you withdraw­
ing your support i n any open s t atement or action? 

I ha ve written t• eggy Schall. I shall 
r · t urn uon letter t o you soon. 

Love to '!'or.nni e end to t he !-res i dent , 
if he i s s t i ll there . 



i f... • 
:,t } \ f I 

, 1 J 1 ' 0: ' 
RUBY A. B~ACK . ~ 

NEWS aOi<EAU ' J 
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tU AL.K& WIUIIIHO 
WA.HIHGTOH, 0 . C.. 

/ .. 
/ ., 

~\ 
\\ ,//' . J uly 25, 1940. 

l.ors . Scho.ll telephoned mo ton i(l)lt to oo.y ths t bo th 
she and l!ecgy aro \lillin(l for mo to use anythin& out of l'oggy ' s 
lotur j;o you. I am therefore re turninc the l etter, hov1nr; quoted. 
o few phrases and su•l\l!\o.rizod the story. 

Mrs . '>chall sa i d that Peggy is an entirely cllrferent 
per won since you wrote to her, jhat, althoueh she hos no ~b vet, 
she lul' the courage to face producers and she has oppoinf..en ts 
f roo :.hich she hppu to get j" ij h a job. She i3 no lon~cr d1s ­
coura~ed, beeeu.se you ''troat.od her as a hu:Aan bn1nr;,." The l chdlls 
will keep me 1nforoed on 1eGJ1 1 3 prosress . 

I read to you noot of Anna 1 s l etter about whnt I said 
About her in the book. J~N>Y s ent me a correct ion on two lines . 
JoJIIumy wrote me everythinc said about him and 1\nne was ol<ay. I 
have not hcaild from Franklin Jr. and l::lllott . I run wir·i n& them both 
for answers ns s oon as 1 lenrn f r om you Ol' the .. h1te l!ou3e where to 

wire them. 

J im Farley 
1 

the swoot thinr, , telephoned mo from 
Nel'l Yorl< City yoa teruoy to tell 1ne who.t n O\n(lnlrlc4nt job you 
d id in vhlcago. 

I t;()t scnrndnr ant\ s cnreder as wha L l llo vo wri)ten, 
and wt;at l must write ·•1th~n a ~oek about your npponronco at the 
convention, coes to the printer. r'or two obvlou~ beaeons: How can 
I do you justice? H

0
w can I write some t hinc •bich erltlcs who don't 

lnow you •· il~haracterize as ••erely a eulogy? 

My love , as ever , 

~ 
~ 



Aueuet 2, 1940 

Dear Ruby: 

llal\)' thonks tor lo~ tint: me see 

Anna' s let ter o, I • u intorested i n all 

the enclosures an d '"" r e tuml ll8 t.bea, 

Uiss Ruby Olack 
2llJ Pri1x: e St . 
.Uexandr ia, Va , 

Attect.io ll.lt.el,y , 

• 

00 



RUBY A . BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 

Ju ly 30 , 1940 . 

Deer Mrs . Roosevelt : 

- It ........ 42 w_,.,_...,.. o. c, 

211~ Pr 1nce St. 
'• l•xenrlr1~ , Va. 

I am enclosing the two letters Anno wrote 
me abou t portions of the book she reed, end I em 
encl osing o eorbon copy of the letter I hove writ­
ten to Anne . Whe n I reed to you portions of Anne's 
letter date d July 10, I hed not seen the other letter 
which was attached at the end of the corbon copies 
she had returned to me. I thought you might like t o 
see them, but I should like to have them beck when 
you have f inished. An~oerontly t he undo ted l e tter 
was written before she received the cor bons . 

I still have not heard from Pr& nklin, Jr. 
or Elliott. I have mode tho chsnge Jimmy sent. 

Thank you a nil Tommy for Tommy ' • lo t.es t letter . 
I hod no intention of mentioning 1nd iv1~u e ls in the 
Stote Deportment in connection Vlith your work for 
refugee ch1ldron . I simply wonted to t ell enough in 
detail of your work to show that your title of 
"Ronorsry Che1rmon of Committee " was e misnomer -­
the t you are one of ita hardest working member• . 

You will see 1n a psrogroph 1n my letter to 
Anne the results of my 1nve at1got 1on of your ·oppear­
ance 1n Ch1oogo. 

Yours with love, 

Encloeuree 3 



I .. "'7 arat.etul t.o 70U tor .... t :rou Aid 
at the ....tot 1'0111" Wter and I lhowed 1t to the President. 
a. !Mla that tbe I'Ml trouble with the Pbelpa A.SU. 1 eto 17 
wu tb&t. it dl.d mt tall the whole truth, and, 1n not. 
talll.QI the lbol.e tnatb, one -eti•• aiarepNaanta ae 
-" u 1t one ....U,. Ued. It 1a trae that all theae 
cootzoaot. wait tbr f1nal eipt.llre !or the pae~ ot 
the tax b1ll 1n Cqreea, but ~ ot tbe poople are 
ea't'ina at leut e1x wMke or tiM bT ordal"ing tbair 
Mt.ari&la &Ad their aacbi.De t.oole. !h1a 1a not atanding 
atill but it 1a act.uall.T a>rl.ng ahead. 

Aa t.o the ralatioaebip with tbe praaa - I han 
I'Mliud tbat !or a loft& wblle &Ad 1 would gladlT do 
Ul1f.hl.QI I DDuld to ch~~n~:a botb the preaa'a feel.ing and 
tbe Prea1dltnt 1a faal1ng1 bat I cb mt )tQDII t- to do it. 
l will thillk 1t onr aad ltMp it in lliftd. Ot ooor.,. it 
1a lar&'alT dua to the paopla aJ"Oand tba Preaidant.. 

U 1 do ~hinC poUt.ical I will wrel,r let 
7011 1tmw aa I teal that. the praaa 11culd be anUtlad to 
mo.. !boner,· I do not apact t.o do &ATI.hinc out 1n 
the opao. lddl.a Fl,rnn 1a a "17 old friend ot lll1na and 
I t.h1nlt, in •- wqa, we are nan eloaar than I han 
...... been with Jia. 

I .. aaoding ;rou a latter 1 han juet receiftd 
!roa &lliott. I did not r .. d what 70u a&1d about him, 
ot courM, but I ' do bopa that u lone u he and lllltb 
!eel eo atronc1T, that :roa will t.w 011t anyth1nc to 
wh1 ch be can object. 

.lliae Ruby A. Black 
825 Albee Bldg. 
wash., o.c. 

At!ecUonat.al,r, 

' 
! 

( / 
' 

\ 

D 
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Deer Mrs. Roosevelt! 

RUBY /'.. B .LACK , 

NEWS BUREAU 

&U AL~ •uiLOIHG 
WAaHINOTQN, 0 , c;. 

Aug. 2, 1940, 

I 
Look Magazine hes tentatively asked me to write an 

article about you ee the President 'a Jlo. 1 Asset (besides him­
self). If the llew York office and the De• Moines office got 
toge ther next week on pl1ns, and make financial errengetnAnt• 
....,ceptobla to me (end I'd do a lot of work for a quarter 1n 
these busted deys) , they will probably went me to go" ith you 
on sny possible camps ign !lr semi-csmpe ign trips you mi~;ht m•ke 
before the last weak of S!!ptembar, 

Of course, I know that you h6)1e enid there will be 
no compoign tripe , end that you won't crunpoign. But you else 
said you would not bo going to Chicago, and they took you there 1 
I know that • lot of people feel that you ought to m~ke some 
spoechoa, ate, , And they may prevail upon you , 

Look has pr om1sed orally to lot me have complete and 
final say-eo on any re-writing and on captions with pictures , and 
I ' ll have that in writing before I ogroe to do the article. The 
editors love you, but you can't tall W.hat thoy migl)l;.do,. • , . • t 

tl"'-~,.... ~~~ 
Ttle poin If you should suddenly go a'omowhe re 

on a campsi&n trip, you get sanebody to wire me \'(bon you - 0:~ , 
sbsrt from where , sncl When you arrive where, ~so 1 could telephone 
the magazine for authorizstioh and money Cor the trip? ~ 

Or, 1f you hnva any orunpeign plena nt all , I'd 11ka 
to !mow whot they are, And doee Eddie Flynn appreoia to your 
political ability as much as Jim Farley does? 

One thing heo me worried, Mrs. RooseveJ_t, I n 1936 1 
the President had the newspaper publishers against h~, but the 

Vl8 ahincton correspondent e -- all but the d 1ed-tn-t>te-woo4 (not 
o typosroph1csl error) Republicans -- •Kd•x for him, tlow he 1a 
continuing to quarrel with the oorrenondente. Today he hlld Bob 
Horton hold a elaaion correcting a a ory by Phelps hdema end 

~~­
~Q....~; 

Walter Tj:ohan on nation8l defense, J!belpe was ebla to prove that 
every statement in his story was literally true When it waa writ ­
ten and published. And the saaembled reporters took the opportunity 
to jump on Bob tor tl:l e d iff ioultia s of getting any news about 
national ~efanae, It all turned out very badly for the freaident 
and the Dlifenoe Commiaaion and the ;.t:.,y and the llsvy, I with 
he would not do thine;a 11lce that , Of couree , the implication• 
of tht Adama- Trcnan a tory were that the defense program ••• bogged 
1n red tepa, but Bob could not aaeail eny fact 1n Phelps'• atory -­
although Trohan had added eome inaccurate etetemente, But the way 
to answer euoh things 1t by positive etatamentl of foote, not by 
negat1Ye denials and quarrele with nawapaper men -- oven with 

-
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.. 
men who work for tho ChicAgo Tribune and the Baltimore Sun . 
For when "corrections• only prove tho facta written, other news­
paper correspondents Who etlll ore a ~pathetic with the Now Deal 
end atlll for the ro-oleotlon of the Preaident, 8" t a bad taste 
1n their mouths. I have juat come from a luncheon with ~!ay Craig 
and Hick, 1n which we tDlked ebout th1a , eo

1
1t 1a fresh in my 

mind . Both lolay am I we~;o at the .rresidont e preu conference , 
end at Bob 1e •correction eess1on 1n the Ci binet room. 

Ot course , nobody evor a eked one to o dv loe the President 
on hia relations with the J)reee, end , as I remember it , I have 
never before offered voluntary advice . But a lot of friendly 
pe oplo think this 1e importent , end I'm tek lng my nerve in hand . 

Sincerely wi t h l~e, 



R UB Y A . BLAC K 

NEWS BUREAU 
au ALPC •UIU)IHO 
WASHINGTON, D, C. 

·~' .f • I • ' I 

' ; 

' 
Aug. 7 , 1940 . 

Dear !.Irs. Roos evelt : 

I thought you migh t enjoy the encl osed cl ip­
pings from my homet own weekly newspaper , on which I had my 
f irst newspaper job . 

Cal l i e Cayton seemed old to me when I , as 11 
child, s t ood beside his force as h b hlllmlered out a wason 
wheel rim for my father , or in front of his blacksmith shop 
a s he shod our horses , He was t he very i ncarna t i on of the 
village blacksmith, e:o:en i f there was nq, spreading chest­
nu t tree . 

He has been wri t i ng letter s l ike thi s t o t he 
paper occasion ally for months . Always true •lew Deal, always 
wi th some highly entertaining quirk . He was , when I knew him, 
a pil l ar of the Church of Chris t , wh ich is rather fundamentalist, 
and he has no education. Thus , h i s letters were a surpri se to 
me, and are a delight . 

This letter r equires no answer . 

I hope to see you next Wednesday . 

Yours wi t h love, 

\ 
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Week-End Specials 
SOc size Z-L Antiseptic 
Mouth Wash and Gargle 39C 
Grove Chill Tooic. latte siz.e 89C 
Grove ChiU Tonic, regular siz.e 45c 

89c 
Black Draught . 19C 
$1 lliods Hooey and Almond Cream 49C 
$1.20 Syrup Pepsin 
60c Syrup PepSin 
3 25c tubes Listerine Tooth Pute 
75c Lucky T.ger Shampoo and 
75c Lucky Tiger IWr Tooic, both 

BLACK 

Sl 
50c 
49c 

J 
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RUBY A. BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 

211!1' Prince S~, 
.h. lexendrio , Vs . 

Ul A I..HC: .UII.,OINd 
WA. H INdTON. 0 . C . 

I . 
Puc; , 9 , 1940. 

Deer -rs. koosevelt: 

I thought you mi ght be interPsted in a quot~~ion 
frotll a letter l got from George Carlin yesterday. tie had 
told me trot , in l936tj some 1'epublicnn neYispapers took on 
"lly Dey" to show how feir they were , and some canceled i t 
after election while others continued 1 t beceuse t heir 
reade r s wanted it. I a skecl him if the third term nominotion 
bed s1m1ler results, or opposite resu lts . he so id the 
cnmpsign hoe so far had no percept i bla effects on tho sale 
of the c&~umn , except *oms sugc;esti ans from eubocribers 
thet you ley off politics while the compe ign wee so1nc; on ," 

'!'hen he so icll 

"'l'ho suc;ges t 1ons oro made , not with e notion of 
censorship, but i n the belief thot Mrs . Hoose~ve lt han, since 
~e l est camps 1gn , become more and more l ov• y Republicans 
as well eo Democra ts , She hns managed to e ch eve o pl a ce 
in the affections of reodets that puts her above t ho sborm 
and outside the battle , ·~ness editors feel trot t he uoe 
of MY DAY f o r port1sen purposes would rob it of its unique 
d istinction . While other columnists e re sn~>ffl1ng ~nd 
ysmme rinc; end g oing i nto de1ly frenz i es , i t ha s elw11ys been 
ploasent to find in !.1Y DAY a spir i t of gr ace and k i nd l iness , "" 

And what, !llly I ask is better poli t ics th1> n 9 touch 
of g rnce snd kindliness do ily? And don't think t ha t, b y thio , 
I am suggesting thet you not use the column t o te l l the truth, 
ond correct l ies and fnlae 1l!1press1one, in :;our own gr aceful 
end kindly wey, l •11 • just enterta i ned by the way Ooor ge 
put it, L:aybe the eub-llitb of my book should be , "t.bove 
the Storm end 0Htw1de the Battle" - - except that I know 
you breest the a tol'llla end el\gege in the bettles , bless you , 

Spooking of 11bree•&tng the stol'lll
11 

reminds me that 
l 11ked

11
very much that line of Sen , Bsrkley ' e , in introducing 

you in -nioego, about hOW you did not think it neces sary to 
atop your work for humanity because you were the 'Nife of: t he 
~reaident . lt was oorrlotly put , 

Your a with love , 

~ 
do 

No ana.,er re~uired, I never wont you end Tor.1rny to 
any work ynu don t have to do, ~ , 



.. 

\ 
\ 

\ 

AUglllt 11, 191.0 

Thank you tor takltlg eo auch trouble . 

I would not. 110t17 too .. ch about it, but I 

do app,..cl.&te ,our etrorte and what you have 

done to llflke Elliott and Ruth feel h& ppier. 

lliaa lluby Black 
825 Albee Bldg. 
~lash., D.C. 

A!!ectlon4tely, 

,I 

I ,., I , • 

--

ou 
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1 Ruav ' A. · BLACK 
•\ NEWS BUREAU ,. 

2lllt Prince St • 
~'-lexanclri~ , Vs. 

Deor J.rs , Hoosevelt: 

l 
[ . I t 

(t • ~ I ' 
/- I' 

tU At,.~ •un .OING 
W-"'HINGTON, 0 , C . 

I om enclosing e copy of the telegram I received 
from Elliott yesterday morning , and my airmailed anaWier , 
I also return his letter to you . I C6n not send copies of 
ell the stuff about the children , i nasmuch ea I heve no 
corrected cop·ies because I mede the corrections at the 
publisher ' • home o week at'tar I saY! you, 

As I read Elliott 1 a letter and his telegram, a 11 I 
could think of was whs t rou once told me: The t he o llreys 
thought anything he didn t like , or any thi ng that i ncon­
venienoed him, w!a a conspir acy specifically oil'lled at him, 
After all , b1rs . Roosevelt, I d i d not get that divorce, I'm 
just e reporter . Ruth seems t o me sensible, Has she said 
anything specifically about Wha t she he s seen of the book? 

I thank you deeply for your letter of .l.ugue t 6. As I 
told you, I thought Phelps Adame's story gave e wrong impres­
sion , Eien thoueh I am not working i n my burecu, I stopped 
my asoistante from sending out a ail'l11lar story beo,use it, 
by omission, lied , My only point ia thet it doeen t help 
ths adn1iniatration to hold o spectacular correct i on session 
in wh i ch the reporter een prove the truth of' every fo ct 
writ ten , The t'aleo impressions conveyed ere just whet 
people hove to i gnore exeept to meke publio , by positive 
stPtement, the truth. This inc ident •ee not like your 
proof of the 1neccuraoy of Sen • Sbhall' • lies ebout you , 

About the LOOI!: article: I think it will undoubtedly 
be helpful in the campaign, They intend to play it up big. 
You know that I will m~l<e it fevor11ble . I hs ve 1t in writ­
ing th et I heve f1nel soy on every word in the erticle end 
in the caption a on pioturee , ~e magazine he s 5 , 000 1000 
reeders. But lo!r , Pope, •the edito&, insists that LOOI!: make 
ita own p ioturea, and that they be 1'reah pieturea. Sinee 
you ere doing ao little publicly before the article muat be 
completed by the end of next week, thia ia going.to be 
d1f!'ioult. 1 hove telephoned them to deal with F)l.ynn and 
Dorothy UoAlliater on getting p1eturea of you et headquarters. 
They want aome informal picturea, and a~e very and about 
;r:our aay1ng you won 1 t have any e t Hyde ark -- or Val Kill, 
'l'he:r woulll at leaat lilce one of you getting in the oar , or 
talking on the telephone, or aoi!IOthing . Honeatly, after all 
tha p i oturea or 111 .. 1e in the White Houee, for wh1ob Steve 
muat hove given perm1aa1on, 1 tbink I ougbt to have the 
privilege of an informal ahot or two of you for thia article, 

I 111 aee you W~dnesday. l.luoh love, 

I 
I 



A~~BUet. 21, 1940 
~e Park, Ne• York 

Mrs. Rooaevelt h&d severAl photos 
)aken toda,r inclucUne ao~~e "t the pool here 
and ao• a t the piCIIic grounrle. The President 
•aa not wllli~~~; to h&ve a photo taken because 
he eaMot give an exdueive a nd he feels he 
baa alrea~ la&4 all the photoe he 'Ullt.s. 

lUaa RubT lila ek 
211~ Prl..nce Street. 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Artectionatel,y, 

• 

llD 
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TELEGRAM 
" OF'FICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

...... 

ED SA!.J\IS or LOOt: liACAZit:E: AliD PHC'"CCH\Al'Hr.R 

'«the ~~iie ~lmme 
;tllao~inp 

::rLL l'F: THERF. TF.II ':'HIR'l'Y TUESD1\Y I F.J'.P r CIALJ.Y 

\/AN1' PICTUR.": OF ::ItS ROOSF.Vf.LT '.in'H Pt·.F.SIOEii'l' '10 

Il.!.USTRA'i'E: KY POI NT IN ARTICLE OF H"R REPORTS TO 

PR~SID!':tlT 0!1 CONDITIONS Ill IJAT ION PRF:SI Dr.~!T 

DESCRI!I":D TO J:E ?HIS P"OCE!IS 

LOVF: 
RUBY 



{RuBY A. BLAc~J 
• NEWS BUREAU 

' TQ.Q'HOI'Ilb. Ot.-rltlc:Y' 70,. &U A~ •un.DIHG 
WASHIHOTOH, 0. C . 

~ ( '' 
, 

Dear ~rs . Roosevelt: 

2112 Prince St. 
'"'l exandria, va. 

August 10, 1940. 

Ed Sammi s of LOOK sent me this tearsheet 

of your story in the next issue, with the suggestion that 

I send it on t o you after I had road it . 

I think it is a swell art i cle. 

I don't know what the columnists would do with­

out you . It seemed thet nearly half the ~·lnshington Post ' s 
• 

;oo 

"opposite editorial" page today was t aken up with you, what 

with Pegler ' s diatribe on the Guild and you, and L-ark Sullivan' s 

reply to your col umn mentioning your debate with hini at 

Odessa . As r remember your account of the events, he seemed 

a l ittle inaccurate, and as I remember the memorable scenes 

before the Dies Committee, he was certainl y inaccurate . Tie 

was likewise inaccurate by omission in sel ecting the more 

raucous bits of' the testimony instead of the serious testimony 

of everybody but Jack McMichael . Also , my word from inside the 
' 

Dies Committee's preparation of its report was that it toned 

down its report on the AYC , not out of respect to you, but 

because it could not prove, with the facts on hand, that the 

Communists actually dominated the AYC . 

Yours with love ,~ 

P.S . I'd have dashed off to cover the JJemocratic women's 

lll~etiog !f i th_you 1f Dorothy hed not forgotten to · te~pbone 
it. LOOK' • )lllotographer got t!lere too rate , too . ~r "' me about 
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RUBY A. B L ACK 

NEWS BUREAU 

211~ Prince S ~ . 
"le&andrin , Va . 

( Telephone T"mple 2571) 

U .S AL.au;: .UILOtHO 
WA.HIHOToH, 0 , C . 

" .. 1), ,I J 

I ' 

\ 
l ' / 

) •• > J )'. ~ ,.\· ·; 
\.' \ ~~~~ . Au.;<ts t 24 , 1040 . 

Dear mrs . Hom evel t : 

I am addressin13 t his to the .. h1te 11
0
use , b ecause i.tny 

said you woul d be he re :.:onday . 

I need an answer a s soon as poss ibl e , !'or I must fini sh 

reading e all ey proo!s within a week . 

I t1nd in the book, in t he chapter on the pr e ss , the 

f ollowing s entence : 

• 

\ 

"Sh e e ven , in 1940, spoke ou t i n favor of permit- ({ 
tine; birth- control i nformation to t hose who Cll.Ilnot afford, for , 

reasons of health or economics , t o have mor e babie s ." 

I lmovt that this represen ts your view, but did you say 

so pu bl i cly, i n a p ress confe rence here or so;newhere ebe? I 

vaguely think I heard you say lt publicl y , but i f you have not 

done so , I can easily r emo ve t h i s from the book . Ur , if you 

' 
think i t bes t for me not t o mention it , althou~h you may have 

r;iven the answer in response to a ques t i on at a lecture , p l ease 

l et me know. 

'lbe book looks better ln galley proof t h nn I ex pected. 

It was wri tten so hurriedly, ond so 1nany cuts , inserts , and 

change s or cor rec t ions were s ont to the publ i oher afte r the 

manuscri p t had ranched him, tho. t I 1vas llfraid t he whole job 

would look like a badly-edited ru>m1ne story by United l'ress .. -

or IllS or AP . 

' ·' 
/ 

U:> you still. 
be!ore ~abor Day? 

t hink t h e r e wil l b<l !I p1cnie 

~ 
on the Saturday vt-11 

~iuch love, 



Sep~er 6, 1940 
IIJ<I• Park, lin Tork 

/ 

!'baok ,rou ftry ..en tor .rour lot te~.;yi · 
I did nat. nell ~ber t.bat I had ubd Aub 
WUll.au abolltf ¥olly T~~· altho111:h l do r-ber 
telling hl a that rt:hiiilght ebe -· wry lntelli­
pnt. I cert ainly did no~ want tUlJ" girl put 
out. lor eAoth•r one and I ha'R written Aubre,r 
that I had heard troa earae one a bout it. 

I WI I!!Drry IIi» Ware ie DDt eorldq: 
out .. u tor Dr. IUUott bec&uee the,r oueht to 
do a nell job ae t.h~ are under s.ch tre•ncbu • 
critici• froa the •n. 

1 do oot knc• eben I ehall Me 
llelaon lloolletaller, tu t I eUl tell you aQTt.blng 
which ai#lt. be of u.e to 7011. 

I lo... the cartooo, I aa eorr,r I bad 
eo li t.tle tree U• eh~ 1011 aod lkT •ere here, 
but delighted thllt. ,YOU telt. .YOU had a good t.i_, 

IJ.iss Ruby Bla c1< 
2 1 1~ Prince Street 
Al c xanrtt'l.a , Va, 

Afteot.iom t.el,T • 

l/ 
/ / 

) 
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WONEN'S NATIONAL PRESS CLUII 

WA811t NOTOH. D,C. 

211: I rince St : 
nlexn~tlris. , Va . 

:.6 at~ . . l'.J •. ~oosovelt : 

_ l.oybo my l'caction to Lhc oncloood 
" ll~liev" It or l!ot " wlll ll!•luoo you . 

,,t! lin<i :. .:;:.-and ti1ae • t Vol <.ill Md 
on tho train . It w ao ~cnurou::J of you to 1 ve U!l 
so much tl;no on t he trAin, r.'hen '1o: ...... y r::'\ntcJ j"ou 
to v:orl; . 

'J'ho • resicient. ' s speech ::.t. Chici<IL111U~n (}) 
sounded fine on t.J,o l'::JO:!o . I coulJ not. 113 ~en to the 
!:e" l'ouncl Oap speech , Ps our rac; io vtonl on .Jon blinl<, 
but it road l!well . 

);03\.0!'C~Ily, YJhen Jane lOOt OnO Of her 
hoir- :.-ibbono come"hoJ•e nroun,! tho houoo, l nvln.; ~ 
put it dO\'m an<l for~;o t t en \'!hero ShA ;JUt 1t , Ont.ll'lll S 
dol•l£1ndinr; that ovuryoody eJ..se f in..! .1 t :or l!er , I 
sent lie len l·'ullel• ond 'l'h~p i.:ci;el vie into hy:;~ tel'ics 
by ondino my locturo on responsibility \'lith , " · . ond 
if you J:eep on bein £ so irresponsible, ~·ou • l l :l'OI'I 
up t.o ho lilce thooe !duo in t i10 Youth ..;on•;r oll , nnd 
no earthly u~o t.o nnybody . " Of c oul'.::c , Lh~t. 1/0::l an 
exaggeration, for 1 c;ues:~ soue oi' tLoso ki tlo aro 
ratllot· u.s eful t;o the ..:o?•1mt<nis t !-arty. 

I 1ll try to see •-is s Clliott s oon on 
whether J. con oo of usc to her . I'm told t.not she 
sees almost nobody (especially i f thej' o re loolcin: for- ;c-os) , 
thc.t !:or office is ~ d1sorcan.1zed, c>.ncl thc.t Caroline 
'./arc is ch iefly rcs:->onsible for the c11aorcnnl znt1on and 
disunl ty nnd sloYmess . I fll.1 Lol C: t htl t. Li!l:l •.nre cnn ' t 
delecsa te, and a dvise3 i. iss ::Iliott not t.o soo ,.eople . 

•\nythin•J you get fron :lcl3on ·•ockefeller 
on hio plans with l'e:;:ro•d to L11tin '"·•erloa, l'~lloh is not 
con!'idential, would be l•los t helpful to mo in tryinn to 
f ind oometh1nn t o do in connection wH}, "'~'t.in America, 
e l thcr in eovorrunon6 or out of it . 

Thin letter requires no nncwor , unless 
you havq oomo /new inforttntion on the d ofon:l o pro~rn>J or 
t ho ~otin American proernD . . 

Y,..urs \'lit~ 

- ~ 



O...r llub71 I'"~ 

I '-" heard troa • ..,,.. Wi~ 
&bolt. t l'a llelon l'llll.e.-llollr fud atta.ir. 
The t ollo.Unc 1a what he eqo ebcut the •tterr 

• J. hi n 10 ur oote or ~tellber 6 101 th 
regud to ~ repl&~ llelen rllllor with llollr 
Jud. J. don't kno• • here auch lA id ... sot at.art.ed. 
I l'a ve rwnr hod ~ auch thcu,ht . .1C7 plan 1o 
to can Unu• to ue Helen in crganl.a1Dg tl'a" 
7011th urw.l.,....t ccntereocN and ~&leo 1n CQ.._Meo­
t.icn with the dnelo~nt ot chic education work 
1A our ,. .. ident c..rt.ere and to •Jlln llollT 1n 
011r Di'rh~n ot Intorwat.1on under llloii>ert. LitUe 
•here ehe e1ll. gift .-cial attention to the 
7outh groupe ae auch and do a broad g-rel pro­
~ o r prodding int.....ation eJ.t.h rupect. to and 
tor tbat. group.• 

1114. Ru !&' 8lo ck 
2lli Prince Street 
Alexandria. va. 

Artect1onatel.r, 

DD 



0 MY DAY" Moy 7 , 1940 . 

By Ruby A. R1ack 

.l.t the telephone before breokfeat to g&t • ere 1"""'n 

to handle mechanics of e1ect1on of new off i cers or Women 's Noti ono1 

Preas Club , end a ehairlll&n to orronee club's inaugura tion <'!nner , 

which I hope Pren1dent end ~~ s , Roosevelt w 111 • ttend • 

Breakfast luxurious l y in bed , except for ~~ lephone 

at htnd , which OCCI!Sione).l y intert•up tod hot boke a Ond bite• of 
honey 
eaauta<t,i wlth !..rs. R. aen t fl'<l., ?la . 

Thence , efteMO MOre telftphoninr, , to ottic , where I 

wrote for hour an<l holf on "<:li>Pnor Roosev~ l t , A niot~raphy, • 

· with apac io1 reference t o her cotmnents • nd activi ties re peace 

ond i nternat ional rclrt1onu throut,h the yo oro , impr&ued with her 

greduelly 1ncreos1ng forthr ightness -- • o gr•du• l we ho<ln ' t 
Telephoned Bill Br <>Y to aee 

much noticed lull hCM' fer a he had gone , why he had not e rrar.cod that 
dote with Jim Parley to tolk about llrs . R. u nf>Uilio!en, FOobto r town , 

ike Ba t h and h81r..,oah , but couldn t sot hr ir c!ry 

before I heel to go to benk tm estell bus to Waehing ton tor lunch 

"ith Jooaphino Ro ohe ot Carlton. Wish ell peopl~ i n world had her 

honor , deoonny, character end intelligence , Rood Jo nu~ry 1937 

"My Daya" on bus c o1ng in, but doubt if I oen ro vrt tho notes I mode, 

es tho bus wes bumpy, Laughed t o note r.en. Johnson ' s column , after 

19 38 l nausuretion, 88)'1nc he 'a "tlrst, last , tnd alweys for l.'leonor , " 

• • ~ rem...,be rod his 1939 admonition to her to ro t ire to her Ivory 

Tower , •r<'l 

good toed , 

'l'o:m:1ie 1 s 1mparoon,t1on of Old lronponta •t Or!lliron llidows. 
~~,.:t.:-~ 

Much nloaaon t;i.oonv&raAt1on w!th J , e nd k'.ay Croic, and 

~'hence to ottlc a, where wrote letter In connection with 

boOk, telephoned Don Montgomery to cle~r o conl'uolon I foun<!' in 

my ohopter ~ her end 
oon•umer, 

• 
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and off to meot Helen Duggon an~ introduce he r to ,oth& r press lcd ies 

s o she could help them get aocl.a l news of tho l:iJ tin lmer1osn 1A <'I 1es 

coming tanorrow for the scientific coneress , Much si1o-ts lk wl t h 
, Wooten a 

IA.lcret1a Gr ody on Mrs , \'/heeler s to - do ove r the/llo t l onnl Conference 

on Unomployment, Couldn't uo ders tand how some people could bP 8 0 petty, 

especl.ally with 14re . R, 1a example of courage end generosity, but 

promised L, to write nothing about ~·rs . W, , 

Downhearted all dey about whetl>or I cal' !.!!.!: write book 

RIGHT , a nd oomplstely dlocouraged about getting it dons by July 1 , 

.Ma ybe ths subject ' s too big ond varied for my abili ties , " nyho" , 

wish her husbond would hu1•ry up snd talk t o me obout her, so I c•n s ta rt 

·on BQ!le chopters and comple ta others. 

1ng about 
for me 

/to bother 

her, and 
him 

1- wel l, 

he sa1<'1 he wou l d love 
• him 

to bother/vl'lr .'T much , 

' E~erybody e·l8e has loved talk-

' to , but I l<now he e too bus y 
I 

Art er All , it a tthe flrst 

book written about hie wire , except t!1e one she wrote herself', 

Anyhow , muoh a a I love to ses her whenever I een , end 

much as I'd like to t alk with he r half an h our about a rew th ing e to 

go in the book, or to keop out of it , 1 1m gled ahe 1 o not go ing to 

be doing anything 1n W11ehington from tode y until next ~·ueadey at 10 
unin te}.'rup tad 

a,m,, eo I can hove five(deya ( I rost on Sunday , e ven it ahe doe sn't) 

with her ·in the a ttio -· I mean, with aturr ebout her , Unleu the 

President invite a me to 001118 talk with him, a nd I hope he interrupts mo, 

Now· ott to the Women'a .National i'reea Club, where five e ppll" 

Gtnta for m11111berahi~ are to be voted on, end oandic!ltoe tro to be nam1nP­

ted tor next yeer. Looka llko a b i tter , end maybe oloee, race bo':\Yaen 

H. Rsaary end R, Van W8 gone r '!'urty tor preSident , 
-·reb - -



' 

country. 

these 

but I 

At first .l.was not va~ymvathe~ to ~: lv tha time to 

receptions ~teas becau~ there w~ ruuch s e to do, 

feel now that ~re is a real purpose t~~e s erve 



:.!:ley t..'ianu tor ;uur l.t.ter. 

I ~ ""U~· co::ceating on 

lives wllieh "~• re.2>ta trou t he M&litias 

ot t ha !)rue:'lt. o;;orl.:! . 

I .1l:l l!W"e }'Our biO,r-":1;>b,r ot ce 

is as .sood as it is .POssibl e to do it "t 

tll.ia ti:e. !:'1 ~<:<>a.., d on' t ...,....,. 

about it . 

:.:!) ~ Rub;.· Bl4ck 

Zll. f rlnee St . 
"lc.t'l: . 1 V:L 

.tttect.ionateq # 

loo 

I 



r 

... 

/( •, 

/ ;( 
~" .. !J . You ' re 8 wonder . I can never toll dl ~ 

when you're being 
' 

quitQ subtly, and 

sweet -- just sweet -- ~nd when you., ore ;w 
yot effectlvoly, coml,enting upon livoo ~­

remote from living, lives which really h~ve nothing to 

do with who t is going on lh the <1orld today • 

( 11 I 1m sc~red to death every t1me I think 

I 

~ ~)- i! \ ; ,, 
·I ,_. 

'· ~. "7kt.. ~ .>{ ~) 
that the bookA is co111ing out soon . I hope there' s nothing , rt,_ ';f ~. 
wrong in i t. I hope 1t tells the story, os woll as tho ~ ~~ l'~: 
l1mill*t1ons of todoy ond 1the limitations of my writing 

ability con tell it • Dut I woke up ot night aoorod , end 

I wont to go hide Whllo po oplo ore reveling tho bookl '-oybo 

I bit off mora than I could chew •• • 

,., \ ,.­
\.) .· ·· ·\'--
~'(~--

"' 



RUBY A . B LACK 

I U At.. ... a tJII..DIHO 
WMHIHOTOH, D. C. 

Oct. B, 1940. 

Sre. Oa- R. de Alnredo 
A•ooS.oloa pro S.lud W.tt;l.1 o Intao Ul de Puerto ll loo, AftoPCIIIM de teoe 111.6 0 
SeDturoe. P ••• 

Doar o-n· 
I b. thb ia 1 till your addre .. , •• I I» •• no t hurd trOll J'OU •tDM .... J\1~. 1~11. 

1 ropot tta b ~ oua t CIIII8rJ b lrtbl!a7 pre• ont to •7 
trlend -and :row-• - cannot so to JCN 111 t1• to roaob :rou OD h .. blrt:hday th11 year. 1 allllplJ hn• n ot tta money. 

teet llerob, 1 I!IIVe up all •J' other work, exoept t ta part-tt. tlolwd Pre .. job, to write • b !ogrephJ ot l lr•• 
llooeenJt• Wblob Will 110 on 10le Fr 1d•7• Oc t ober 11 -- 12>• aub jaot • b1rthd•7• ""- oxpanaea ot writing th e b ook t ook 
110 ro tbao tho •4VIIooe l! l'fao • bJ tho publtener• , Duell, 8l01o Clod ~oro~, eod the u ... hkoo in wriUng 1t made lt 
1JIIpoaa1ble t or ... t o eara add1t1onalmonor dur i ng ~h t 1M • 

• I hope 1 h .. nor, thet tta book w111 aolt well 11nough tor me to r e ed•• r oyaltl•• eb o•e t hoae adyenced 
1n tl1110 ror,.. to "Ill! t he ouatOIUI'J Chrlatua l'l'U"nt, erd 
to adcl to 1t an augaented blrtM•J 'PI'•aent tat' our tr1ancl. 

Do let • 1m .. b c.r JDUI' work h prosro .. lng. 

1 had }WJed to gat to Puerto llloo t h h ,...r, bu t 
laok Ott U•• aad IIOMJ' •"• 1t 111poea1bla. I atlll bo,. 
l:bet the U• and •tne:r UJ' be anlbble dul'lag llonllbar. On the other baad, •• bl•• to tlnd • job or eoN ltlnd, a a 1 MYB had to IJhO wp JlF IIWI bUI'ND a a UDpi'Otltable, 
1Dd 1 •f.sht tbd e lob whlob would lltep •• o t •ork d~rlaa t he 
OD~ porlod 1 ••• b• oat ot w .. blnatOD - leYellbar 10 to 
De-blr 10 abMI 111'1. I!Do••nlt w111 b1 •••7• 

I.A'fWIJ 1 hope OQI' trlend bA1 1 MpPJ' b 1rthdl:r, and 
t:hlt JOIII' ••k I. aotq daaa woU. Aad the t t2 • pra .. at 
1111 JBt bo f •lbocalmao 



Oo\obel' 11, lNO 

Dur lhlb71 

I aa glad that 70u tboql:lt. ao wll 
ot the radio procraa, and aa IWOh interuted 
in 70W' CQIIMnte. Thanks eo alloh t or all 

J'Oil aay. 

Aftoo\ionatelr, 

lliea Ru1>7 A. Blaelc 
825 Al.bee Buildinc 
'll'ubington, D.C. 

0 
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Denr Mrs . Roo.oveltt 

RUBY A. BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 

Nl A~ IMIILO.HG 
WA.HIHOTON, 0.. C, 

Oct . l, 1040. 

VIe reolly ohoul~ hp ve w ired you ~·rtdoy n!t:)lt , ond 
et least I should N!ve Written to you Satur dcy , to t•eport what 
Horb, our thr!l& gue3t• , en., I all sponteneous l y ond o!multo­
neously s&irt !ftor your ro~lo oro&rOm: 

"Th& t wao the mast ent or to 1n1~ and !nt~lllgent 
rodlo conversation I fiVer hecrd , arrl the beDt C61J1('Ut 1gnlng l 11 

hfter reatllns your eol=n revealing tt.o t ;;ou r.ot 
br1ekbsta , I !>e rew1th t.NJnsl'llt flvo hQndson:c &rod reNo orchl<la . 
I hrve tlt•eady vrltten lluel Reavis for the aerlpt , co I wen t 
to keep It for hl•torJ . 

I thlnl< I'll write r.dno Ferbor ho·N swell oh o woe , 
too . They ell wore ewell, but Zdno oopec19lly appeal~<! to n>e . 
Rex Stout was botterJxevoJ on t hl Sundsy night wrlt•ro 1 

debate, a nd put It oll over "ellond , bettor , • moon ovon t:han 
on yoiJr nroert•ln. 

~lo rtha h•o written me that the traditional blr• t htlo :r 
party will be held i • t• in October, o rtl I hr. ve occoptod . !:!he 
also congratulated mo on tho Look ort!ol e, Which she aold woe 
"very good ," ond lt moons aomo thing for "'artho to oompl11!10nt 
on srticle. I hoi!le oll thle will soften he r hord feellnes. 

Your a w 1th love , 



.I 

a~~ rJ' (' t- : ,5: ~ "--:-~ ()~ A,~..-! ~~ 

•, t & .-vV\. c c- (.."'9-- I'll " .t ,J. / b~ f'.-""' 'V"- r 
RUBY A . BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 

I:\ I \1'""- ' • ·, 
r • 

Al llta' 0 
AJbM Bldg., 
laahtngton. n.c. 
Dear Ale 

oot. aa. 1~0. 

au AlMS IJUILOlNO 
W .... HINGTON, O. C. 

I "SI'It 11cre than I oan tell :roa that m:r oondenll• 
tlon ot the atcr:r obout Con•-£!' Ouidl ahould haye o.uaet! 
:rooa to feel tt. t I t-ad IISII'OJII'eaen t'il'JCN. There ••• eo IIUab 
to •r1to l'bout lll'a. Rooaenlt -- ao INCh 1101'1 than I hod the 
IIJIIM to wr1te - that I oould not allraJI eo into the mot!••• 
end aotlona .ot Other I wbo were OOnCIJ'IIId W1 th tbl t a hi d ld • 

I Yer;p -ob doubt that !Ira. Rooe nelt had an:r lal.,.­
ledge of JOUI' propoeal ot • tl'lnatar. She probab~ lm• 
onl:r •bill I WI'Ot. - that tht publ1oatJon • a• thl'eetonod with 
d1aoaaUnuaUon0 and that wr1oua wo-n a organ 1aat1oM taU 
that 1t abOuldr be. oontbnald. Certa1nl:r ahl hea nenr .,ent1onld 
JOUI' n- aa .. •• 1a oonnaot1on w1th it. 

ll:r 1Df-Uaa w•• fUI'IIilhld b:r paopla I ,... ... lalc:.-n 
tor • lons t ~ •• f1'1WIIIlle 0 ae o-oi'Dn 011 earlier ooaaalone, 
IDI'il II IOIII'M8 of ..... fOI' :reare0 Wh CNII IDtOI'IIa tlCII t\Uon1!hld 
.. tor nowapa .. r pubua,.uon hid no .. r b Mn quaat1onl4. 
1'1-Gbeomd thll • pertleular 1no141nt w1 th ••••rel people. 

1t tb8 tboolr gooe 1nto further oclitione I ahlll be 
glod to 1'1-phl'ool 1 eontenoe or two to lllh• Ill a£ :rour exeat 
attltude wee - Jalilboagb0 ot oovae, 1 oennot s o into dotane. 

' I thl'* 1t :rou Ill. 11 loo'll: book at page• 1110-11110 :rou 
w1U roal1aa thet 1 aald noth ing wh1oh would 1nd1oato that lira. 
Rooenelt hid o 1 or1t 1o8l attitwlo -.art! (:rour ) cc:aduot.• Aa 
1 llid blfOI'Io I doubt tl'lt lbe lrMw :rour pcaition in t ho 
•ttar.· I uaod tt. 1no1tont to llluatroto tho wa:r aha workl 
wittt go•arftlllnt dapart•nt• - not bJ 1ntertarenoe • but b:r 
quoatl1111ing or bJ tumilblng 1ntOI'III t10no 

I a• a end lng • earbGD con ot th 11 iottor to lira. 
•-nalt, ant! 1 hope to be •blo to 11111tlon tbo •tt•r to mr 
• Nt.t•r. When I oxpeot t o ••• hor tor • Uttlo whlla. I 
!U' WaDted pa to li:DW t,.t •hi did Dot toll M thie aWJo 
1 a.. a ll'lllit abnll U all tale 111.111 0 end tool!: IIQOh t~ ohook­
lq the •••n• n .. I -a wrlUq ltlo boa. 

YOOll'l dnoorol:r, 

~ 

~ ---------------------------------~-----------------------------------------------



Dear ~rs . rtoosevelt: 

RUBY A. BLACK 

NEWS BUREAU 
u.t Al.,.a&lr •UILOINQ 
WA.I·HNGTON. O. C. 

October 24, 1910 . 

For t wo more things • have to thank you - ­

the grand comment on the book in 1!Y DAY, and the delicious 

beach plum jelly . The jelly arrived just as Herb had eight 

teeth out and rour more operated on, and it was something 

as ge t nourishment out or. 

book store had asked if 

we could get you into the store to aut ograph the books 

with me (which I told them would be .an impertinent imposi­

tion on you) , the publ isber wrote : 11'Naen 1 t the job she does 

in MY DAY today better than a flash with a nash swell." 

I'm l~oking forward to seeing you again 

tomorrow night , as I alwa)'s look rorwar4 to seeing you. 

Yours with love , 



I UBY A. BLACK 

~ NEWS BUREAU 
I 1 Oc) --­
-~ 

) -,. 

November 6, 1940, 

Dear Mrs. Roos evelt: 

It is no t you and the President I 

congratulate today. It is the people or the 

United States , and the fighter s for democracy 

WAaHINOTON, 0. C::, 

in this d4eply troubled world t hat, in al l solem­

ni ty, I congratul ate because he and you are to 

continue your work for us ali. 

Pl ease give my bes t wishes to the 

Pr tssident , 

Herb, Jane_, and I are sail inz for 

Puerto Rico tomorrow, with joy i n our heart s that 

democracy goes on, and with hope tha t we •hall nll 

come back ready t o w<;>rk h earti l y and wi th strens th, 

Pleaae give my l ove to '!'ommy , too . 

I'm sorry to mi ss tomorrow's press conferon~e . 

With l ove and admiration, 



# 

llbat. 1 t.bouaht. 1 bad al.reac:b' writ.t.en JOU •• Uoat. in reacUnc t.he llbol.e book• I telt. you bad <»n. a ......Uble Job. but. u.a ~ I wae rather eboclkwd t.o tlnd that ao ....r ~· tl~ught ! •• r.ctue.ll,y reeponaible ror tbiqa o.loicb I bellnw ..,.. really ...,.. coincid-" or lupl)< <lorw b1 oUler ,_ plo, 

I felt. )'OU hod .,.itt.en tJoe laet. 
chup\.era 111 " challenee. 1 con.ten Lbl>t. •01:10-t.il.leo l hun a nry great deuir~ to boooo ... :iililll.ler•e Llot.bar, sit.Linf ay t.he firw with a cap <&nd f1l¥ knit.Uns, bUt. rou givo r:e a '"'lin~ t.hat. u lonf u there 1o IIGCh that oujjlt t.o be <lo""• aqr or .. llbo bad aqr kind or oapacit.7 t.o tie ot uea .t1oul4 laoep our ahouldere to t.ha llbeel u loac &e " - Jlllyeie&ll,y able. U UIJt.hlnc pe.rt.l.oul&rl.7 .,.etl&l 1e ch•lked up t.o •• 1n t.ba DUL l"&r'• I t.bl.nk 7ou can J'i&bt.l,y tMl t.h&t. 10" bad a part. 1n cu-rilw • oo, Ot cour .. , 1 do DOt obJect. t.o 4111 s-rt. or the book, 

IJiss !lub-t lilac k 
825 nlbee Build1ne 
'.lash ., II .C. 

.UtecUooatal,r, 

I • •./ 

, 
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tJec. r l..ors . Jto oeeve l t :. 

RUB Y A . BLA CK 

NEWS BUREAU 

Nov . 1 , 1940 . 

IU A t..Mtr' aUILDINO 
W A.HIN G T QH, 0 , C, 

. f: few items hofol''.l Ple ction , cn rl befoJ•e llerb , Ja ne, 
oncl I depo rt , on Nov . ? , for l' uArto Rico, not to hn hock un t il 
Dec . 2 . x •.. 0st of t~e~A rP-quir n no e nswe1•, so .&. hsve J~olst put. 
an 8'3 te rick * ot th<t bor; l nn1nc of etch f*Nl(;Vph ,·,hJoh 1 
wonld 11kn tohr.v~ ~nswered s c rretlme , not in c hur>'Y • 

;,1. , I still hPve no~ thnt l e ~t~r , wh l <:h you to le! 
l'le at •·~ r thD s P" rty you hsd dictAt.Ad on.-\ ' 'hich ;:ou >o uld 
a!lain r!ictsto , renm•<linr. :ro•.>r f'eell ncs s Cter re r rl1ng my 
11Concluo1on 11 

-- the chDp ter which won 1 t let ypu become a 
counto ppal' t of '\•th l :J tle r 1 s Mothe r . u 

l • I • ..:~ T *2• After the roo::d(len t s press c 1):"11 e renca '"o~ 1 flj" , -
remainod to show I.owel l h.elle tt the arl1 tot·1•.J. in the Uniterl 
Constr uct i on Vlork9l"" llewo ( t.he VC'I:oc is he r.ded by I . D. - - DE>nny-­
Le',7 is , John L. 'a brot:he t•J, in r~hinh thoro •::us t hn prl<,eld~s line , 
11Th e i s sue is no lon,uor Xl.os~ve l t: r' f~A "~.nct 'l: ll l k1c . l~ is Hooso­
vel t ogainst John L. Low1s . J) /, s I wto wu l V. tn:: ove!' t.:> she'll this 
to Lauoll -- who t ook tho shont awby f rof' mA s nd thus I r.10 y h1 ve 
quote d t he p>•ic Al ess line clit~: tly inr~our~ t.l l y , •HhO\l{;h tru!;." !" 
f u l l y -- the President ato\'pod r1c <>nu s &id, " i:uby, I like r""" 
book." I c~sped ~ ":lou "!on t "'~rn ~o sr.y you ' ve hF<'~ t1i1itto 
rwAd 1t. 11 "~es , hA sPld , Honcl it s o 1: r anQ ,1ob . 11 

11
! DsY.od , 

1101<1 yllu find any news in 1t ? 11 "Yes I roslly did , be ~ nswered . 
'l'hen , look in& ve t·y solemn, h <1 s n l d , ~3ut the J,Jls::~:us dirJ not l ike 
lt. 11 UACI1USU two 0 1· ~~l-j ,..e('> ethel" n~wspeper people w~re E: l'ound , 
who l111<::ht l •r. va co t 6 c os sip eo lumn llne ? Ut or' th•· t , I se 1d , 
"Then Sh~ 1 £1 been cl ece1v1nc; me. ',',' h~' ;tldo t s h _, 111Cfl 1t? 11 "Y?u r 
husr.r.J ,r) repll e t1, "She sri d y~o.)U found ou t t.n.., rnuch . 11 \"fnsn't t~H-:t 
swe l l ? 

1
llol l me , }-10Hftntly , do you Ol.'.!Act t o lt , J11 A n~f v:ry t~.r t 

<lees not fr1:'19 fr<nn .vou1~ lnr;t;"'J•on t r•h>··1 ot:~ty? 

~ . A Mflmbol~ tlf' t;'lO v/-~ll1ncton Bm~P. r. u c,r ~· o 1.:,,ffP lO 
E,.en i ne llews hi>d f l>•• t cl'lle<l r.1e &nd tltero tolcJ my husboncl t'>ct 
he thoueht tbo hook was swell , ~nd t~~ h""~· \101..> of ub .1Bctl,·e 
roporting ho hsd seen . lie &bked mo to cutoc;r n ph hls copy, aent 
hy the -pul..> llshers for r~v1ew , I told him tJ, r, t , in cood clean 
fun , I wo.l.\ld eutoux·&ph tho fre e COl"Y only efter 1 hPd soon the 
rev i ew , 'odoy he told me he wo s w•itinr; until eftoJ.' e l ect i on 
to wriyo about tho \Jook l n hie co l umn , honnu~~ he thoueht h • L 
coul dn t get a f a vorable r epor t publish~l'l before olect i on , 'l'h1 
of cou,- ao , is oonfidon tial . · 

4 . ~'he hl(lhl:r conrldentl.• l JWOjec t my J'P vorlte o e - -
thot you v1oit L,.tin i morice 1s roceivint; t>>ost ftvorAb l e co na i de r s -

t lon, but i t eppeere thot no deola1on '1W FO &bl•G ;au itBF:t ts ':' 
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ca n be o10do until of~el'....tle ctlon o~ 

Whe thor t he Dot'ense C.:omt.li~• ion ( tht•ouc;h "e l son "ocltlrf allorJ. Rnrl 
the De portmen t of S t ote ( thl•oueh , o t' cou""" • liull , bu t q f.';, 
Ct.., t<b e •'horns on cm<l Ie r t•y Duag•m bo1nt; !npor~•nt in ~he !) lctm•e ) 
Cfln j ointly sug~es t ~·~,.._~ t o your hunhcnd t l'vi t you moke t he 
t rip . 

* Inr. s much (1 .9 t!Je decision on wh f'l tl ter you rr·a rd:r~ 
to !"J!);e t ~e !:!"1? lli!!..!L. be rnnclA '1. 1".!1~ 1 I C.tll t n Puft rto !<ico , a: 
cle£1nitoly <D k thAt Lhere he no pub licity on 1t t>cfore I 
~at bsel': to '.1'ls hlnc t on f'ln bee. 3 1 i :lfl s inuch £I n I s t.r•t"'totl the 
wh ol e i d As. s i mp l y can 1 t nn t scooped on t:ht.t, A\'P.n bye 
aoaa l\~ co l ur.m , "hen I ' m oCtt of town , t>ecau~e the liP hr~ nc td 
me All ::nun:•Jal' ',\'hen ! hnrl f'l"t~ogt n o Ut)W S f r oM y<"'l , ~"r.r1 1-r e 
h1g ntol" y b l"'Ol<e in my tbnonce, it \\ou l cl be t<'("'' ?P(i fo:. .. ,ne . 

i!. 
~ . ~[ef'b , Jane , ~ nd I srt11 on t he Uol'tno~,,n , ax 

o t Pie r 15, Eost Hlvor , on rlov. 7 , the \~0nt s a 111ne r. t 3 p . rt! ,, 
·:.e s et b z o1c to NYC on Dec . 2 . I 1 m OAklnt( Oes~ to ~over for 
UP (os ~he did v.·ben I .. n c slck lf n t Pebrua ry- ) i n c~ fle you Prve 
a press .conference l'·.P.ro on Ms !lev . 7 , o r e t a ny ~the r t 1ue 
bef or e I re tur n . 

r lli'dsed 
~sk you 

!Jy only e xcuse for s11ch n l one l e ttor . is t hD t I r .ovo 
tho re n.ues t of ti»IWiiAiiZ ZX dozens or tJeop l e t4,o t; I 

t o ou t ogro ph tho book , 

Y0 ut' a With love , Dnd \'11th be st ant1 he& l"'t1e!"t wlshe s 
for the l'<!- elect1on <>1' t he bost President oncl t ho l.a s t l-'irst 
Le•i y v1e ho ve ever hodi• 

· --~----------------------------
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WJJ.o-, allld I -.t to • • • yo,. Wldl..ar 

- i!Jout t bo t r ip. I ..,. eo lllod Y'Oil '"'" bAck • 

• \pparlllltly 1011r book &bOll~ ,.. 1a 

vory ...U k,_, 1n Tau - eo -..ey J>t>Ople 

epoko or baYiJla rood i t. . 

lliae Ruby Black 
825 Albee Building 
~laahingt.on, D.c. 

' 

/{)r) 

DO 



I l ,Ji \ 
RUBY A. BLACJ<~ .j' { \ r'~ ( ~ l (. J\ 

NEWS BUREAU/'\\ 

1
,\ l ~ -\t" 

ftl S( -1 t ............ ""''""'"" / ly- - ' f1 \ J ~ WAII.M I NdTON, a. c;. 
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~9r' ~ ' ' ' il, I \ 

t ~(' ' ~t\ ~ "t:eemyer '4, 1940 . 

\ ·~.. \ (.·' ,, • J· 
' \ 

I 
Dear wr s . rioosevelt: 
• 

I thou~t you mi gnt be interested in tho enclosed 
copy o f a letter from t.tasgle ·•ilson, whom I failed to t each 
I.l:ngli sh gr B.!:nmar, spellinB, and pW1ctuation 'Nhtm she was in 
the fifth s rade 25 years ago . She's sturdy and staunch and 
faithful, She is j ust one year younger than I am, and 
she 11alked f ive miles across a mountain to school daily to 
school , while working on tho farm and beinc e mother to 
her younger brothers and sisters . Uo wonder she didn ' t 
learn I 

Your letter to me about the book is a real treasure, 
But I am sure you need no prodding from me to make you go 
on with v.ha tever you can do , as l ong as you e re able . On 
t r1e contrary, you prod others, by example and by advice, 
to keep on . Such as me . 

•;le had a g rand time in ~'uerto IUco. 'l'het•e is much 
improvement there in the last seven years -- b u t s t ill more 
to be done . The 11ft which the election gave t he people is 
marvel ous . li'or the first time , the peopl e reall y spoke . "''or 
the firs t t~ne , the sucar co~pnnies could not buy t he votes 
of the very poor, The amazinc incidents which happened in 
that connection will give you lauelJ.s and perlto.ps tears . 

We also had a rest , despite our public appearances 
and o~ participati on in the 3eneral ce~ebration , 

The celebration was dampened, however , by Oov. Leahy's 
transfer to Vichy, 'the people feel that he is the best '-'overnor 
they ever had . Jane' 3 co~wnent , when she r e ad the story in the 
papers, was: " I don't see "'hY anybody would want to quit being 
Governor of r uerto Rico to be }Jilbassador to a puppet &overnment, " 
1 told .Leahy, and he .said, "Neither do I I " 

I 'll see you Monday . 

Love~.w~ 



COPY 

My Uear: 

Rout 4 . 
Cisco, Texas 
!iov . 12, 1940. 

I extend to you my right hand, in a crip of haart felt admiring love, 1n congratulstionl I thank you done a greet work in ouch a short time . The book is wonoerful .l I thank you for sending it to me. My hart swell's with joy to read a book of such a groat Lady, written by ay teacher of long ago . I have always been an adairer of ~rs . ·~osevelt. eitaezaat~z•£x2atx After rending of her great work , that she had the "guts" to go t out among all class of people, shoes that she t.as Bornd to be a leader . that she haa Prov~d to be a ea•aaaxtx~xez~~tikx ta success in the t1 gift in life, I trunt that she mar live to a ripe old age, ancl continue her work . encl thot you , m~y live to · see the day when you can write a S" cond book of he r lifa . 
Your imagination was runlng straight for ono time\ ?or when I received your letter, I was doing the work of three People . I was acting as house wife, chor boy, and o flold hand . for we was digging 'eanuts, and l f you don't know it, that 's a johl and !'or three week's arter, we were Pickl nc cotton, thrashing l'eanu ts . t;ot only ours. where thare are reanuts:J: in the country , they swap work. .ie a r e throut;h r,athering the crop now, and rny time is my own. or that is, there isn't such a rush. or which I·~ proud. 

~you remember the Fos ters . that lived by your f~ily in Limestone co, i f so they l ive with in e mile of us (as the crow flies) when I received your letter, I ask John Foster (the baby boy) if he remembered you. after "yea" I tole of reeeivins the letter and book. you could see the eledness in his eyes, as he related how the families holped each other . end whet gc,od neir)lbors your Parents were . old Orand Pe, 88 they call him, John's (clad) is still living. 1f he lives to see the 29 of Ute . he will be 96 years old. Seem1n~ly he is ln eood helth ond ls still bl essed , with e good mind . of whitch very few people at his 11r,e have , ..._ 
Prom return of the Election, we have the "ooaevelta four coore years. of wh iteh I'm glad. \'.e hlld enoul;h of the Republicans when old Hoover WI\O 1nl May I osl< a question? llow uuz%u. llaeae:ntz doe a the lloosevol ts Pronounc'l their !lame? some here Pronounce it Ruaevelt , is that the way they Pronounce it? I thank the "oo" 1s a u stress on the tloose . If you answer this i n the next 4 yeare , l'de like to have i t expl ained . l'lease? I know you a r e buay, and don't have t i me to write often, but I do get hungry to hear from you. 



t.r . Roos .. vel t seamed Pleased rt1 th tloe 
election . for his picture thal come out in 
him grinninr, like a Jack ass "eat~" corn. 
congratula tions . 

returns of the 
the Paper showed 
Cive t hem my 

You Should have been here and heard the ques . when i taken 
your letter for them to reed and told them I had received the 
book that dey. 'l'hey thoueJ1t I should have br ouP.}'lt it, so they 
could read 1 t 1'1rs t . I just cocked my head to one side and said 
"ob yeah?" I entended to tal<e it to them last week, but it 
rained, and I dldn 1 t go to town , as we have unemproved roo.d's , and U: 
1t isn't funny tXJ.tz to try to drive a C81' and l-ush out of the mud, 
teo . I will take it to them when I go . for 1 hant them to read 1 t 1 
for it paints out what one can do . Not only ·"rs, "oosevel t , 
but yourselfl thare was two thangs lacking of the book , 'ihat , 
was a picture of the one described, enu the author. Any way , 
I'm wa1t1ne patienlly for the one you prontised me 45 years ago , 
of whi tch is two anore than I •m old . 

\'4:ite me again when you have time . 

Love , 

• 



RUBY A . BLAC K 

NEWS BUREAU 

J 

Uf AL.ac: •• UILD INO 
WASHINOTOH , 0, 0 . 

' ;' 
11 cause .!ep . 'arsons callod i:rs . ·'003evelt 

11 i\t:lor1ca ' s Ho . 11\:.ji crant , .. a. l o.rcc newspllper for which I have , 
on var i ous occauions, written toc~ure stori es , wnnt!l ••o to 
cet a :na p, show wra . .!ooaevelt!s !"\O.jo:-- trnvol!) , t~d.t.cxbz):u~:z 

cs tio!lte ~er o ilcago, and 11rito n brief, s~rnthetlc :>tory 
3hovin-; her ;Jurpose in travellne --" fot• the e duc-.t i on o!" 
-lconor ·'Oo~cvolt ; " to learn nbout thi s count;ry; to tell about 
lt , etc • •• 

The paper would syndic ote tho s tory , or ,·.ooul d 
nl lo·;, ~::e to !l~'tlclicate it . 

!!ow :nuch help could you ..;ive uo? Could you 
; lve me,a ~ilo~o estimate for th e years bec i nnln= warch 4, 
1933? Coul d ::ou outline t!\e bill tri ps each yoar? {I hove , 
of cou t·se, one schedule you sent n1o f o r :> lecture tour <ihicp , 
ln itsel f tells a stor y) . IJo your 1•ocords ohow ovt>r;· torm in 
the Uni ted !:totes in which •·r3 . ·'OO!le vel t hns stop,ce. for a 
lecture , a reception , a pr ess con l't! r cnc e , on inspoct l on , n 
con fe!'enc e of any kind, n visit w1 th 1ne1nbers o1' hor l"rr.o fomily, 
ot e . ? 

JJ008 wrs , ·•OO ~_,VOl t S dl nry lJ:tVO U:ttclines 1 ~ ~ r::l ~Ch 

I could look , vtithout resdl n • HhntA:;he said? 

Out of my oVIn fileo , I could do some l<ind of a 
a~ory , with nbout liS much oon!'chln-" of the flloo os i t woul<l tol:o 
t o wr i t e a book l esa d i fficult to Wl'ite t han "Bleo.nor ·•oosovol t , 
A JJ1oBf'aphy , " and i t would be fairly occuroto , I know ebout J.Il•~ • !l 

1nnp , I h ave i t , I critic l zod it as i na ccurate , and inco1npl ote . 

I think I h ave utade this look too hrwu . If I 
could -:et t !lt' I!Mnal L11 l eace c~Umhte , th e otAteo vis ited e'loh 
year, and the ma j or tri ps, it would be enou?t, l'l!l sure . 

Also , o r cour~e , I •d wont tho to r oi::n trnvols . I 
ho ve the l.laspo mileea e , and I romombe r she YICn~ to ; .. ontroel to 
a vtelfere contor ence . "as she boon qc roso tho " lO :lr nnde llny t ime 
excep t t h e visi t t o l;uevo i..arodo? I won't aak you to r enyth1n.:; on 
t hD Puerto ••l eo t rip , as I have lauxtaz bast:>nbe on t'lnt trip, 

~erry Chri~tmns , and love, 
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Ure. Roa~te'tel ~ will • ee 

~b1 ftlao~ ~ u~. J.T.Ptn~tro 

ancS DP. It, ,. .. mae hem ~o~ll1 

the ?~1"4. at I' I'••• tor ha. 

W.T.L • 
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Q.(. J { lj JI '' j1·f 
(\ J ~ ~;1' p . ~ . 

ljiC , p , llHO,l 

Je•Jr' l .. rs , "0030V01 t I 

An hour OJlO , :rou tol d ~e l hot :rou ::l·;t:t be nble 

to recei ve , nt Lea, a t G p . m. on i .. on<tay, ...lecombor 23, two Puerto 

•Cleans, nnd you t Ol.<l me to re.n.in<l you in writin~ of the nAmes 

and t..h e dote . 

The non nre : J .T . Pinero, whOm you h•vc neb 

berore, an independent c nno J:at'Llor, a o.e:obe'' or t ho t irst 

board or t h e l'uerto .uco lloconstruction .,dll1n1otrnt1on, who w1ll 

bo c t.•1t'l.lnn or >tho o.ppropr lntions comr.1Htee in tho ' uorto .Cleo 

llouso of Lleproaontnvive3 in the new Le:;islnturo; Pl1d D!' . !'.: , !'ernos 

rsO.rn, who was hoal th commissioner -- und o very t•ooc.l ono -- until 

t he C4>alition throw t:im out in l9:S~ , and 11ho wns tl.o cnnd1dq te or 

the Populnr Do:nocr~ic Pnrty for .!~s1dent Cormissionor, n;1porently, 

' on the rnc e o f prosont incor.opleto rctu..--ns , dotelltotl by a11s~ll 
/ 

mar~in by Boliv• r Pn~an . 

They havo an interestine s~or~ to tell , So , I 

hops that they , and I , ccn bo th~ro on L•ondo.y, Decombet• 33, at \ 

whateve>• hour you say , l..ot me lmoVI at my of !lee, the telephone 

number and address ot which nre al>ove , 

Your a with devotion , 

, I ,...-
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