-

T

to paas on the thought to all those Committee memlbers who do not yet
think so.

I do not paricularly care, natually, whether members of the
1.5.2, Committeo th nk I nm a Comuaunist or not. It ic not wn Liaporiant
guestion, except that it reveals that you are preparod to slap wa the
red paint when the whitewash socems to be woaring thin.

& copy of the llimutea of the I.5.0s Coumittes meeting o lay
6th has come to my notices I want to comment on two stacononts “heroine
Thoy suy, "It wos roported that 1900 letters had beon scnt out im bo-
half of the Poulson views by himself, ths FESSF and the pape It sies
wondered whe paid for themj noithor IS5 nor ESSF did.* Firstly your
figure is erroneousj I wonder who arrived ot it. Cfoccondly, in order
that you may no lenger wonder, let mo exploin thot the expotnso of any
lettors I hove sent ocut has beoen met by my »wn savinpsj this is undoubtod-
ly clso the case ns regerds the other poople who hovo written te studonts,
and moy indicote our belief in the soricusness of tho lssucz.

Moro serious is tho steatomont contuined in tho Miputes thok,
"lUr, Spiveck seid that beforeo ha decided to rocommend \ir. Poulson ha
discussod the question of whether his politicnl viows migzht como into
confliet with tho bast intorasts of thy work. Ire Foulson mid that if
ovor ho shovld be forced te snbotogo tho rofugoo work bhucausa of his
political viows hoe would rosign beforo do ng so.® Having n cortain ro-
gard for tho Enplish lanpuapge, I could net have uttured the stotcomont
attributed to mo. Spivack did ocneo rolss in gonaranl cho guustion of
whothor my viows might avor clash with tho *I. S. % policy of neutral
rullof*, ond puggostod tho possibility of *sabotngo®. I considorod 1t
n contomptible guostion, and assured him that if cvor I could ne lenger
work for I«5.5. with a clear conscionco, I would rosigne I have just
donc so.

A word about your nows reloase of a fow duys ego, Which I havo
not scon primtod but of which I hove scon o copye It wiclds the rod
brush agoin in o stupld and unserupulous fashion. T would sugpost you
got o now publicity man. Our roleasas have ind ot least tha virtuc of
boing plausibles. Mre Spivuck's hes note

Dolieva mo, the fato e/ European studont polief, to which we
aro complotoly loyul, will be dotormincd mot by what tho Coamlttoo foeols
but by tho degree of sonfidence felt by Amerlean students in the ability
of tho sponsorsy the wroncios, and the distributers at onco to alloviate
ths unfortunate sufforing and %o maintain w gonulne courso of neoutrality.
It will not bo surprising if the motropolitan prose should find your
stotuments moro "neweworthy* than eurs, Dut tho lgst werd romzins uwith
the student body of America, which is ipdepondont, intollipunt, und pos-
sossod of o poworful pooce movomont.

Yours sineoraoly,

|
Harpor !s Poulsen

Coples to mombors of thn("z.:.':‘,. Coumittoo and o mombora wnd anonsors
of E«Ss5eF4¢ for thaolr informations
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Statement by former Officers and Committes Members of the Eurepean
Student Service Fund and International Student Service

10 THE STUDENTS OF AMERICA

Because preventing our involvement in the European war is the
paremount task of America today, and all other gquestlons must ba welghed
as they affect this lssue, the undersigned individuals have found it
necessary to withdraw from the European Student Service Fund and the
United States Committee of Internsticrnal Student Service. Belleve us,
this matter is of grave concern to you.

Our future, the 1ife of every undergraduate depends upon the aswlft
concentration of & student peace movement in America — independent
snough, intelligent enough and etrong enough to influence those who
govern this ecountry, The real hope of this movement is the day to day
study and understanding, the cumulative dally actlon, that can assert
in practice the simple, yet profound desire of one million American
students, who in Aprills actions declared thelr longlng to live at peace.
The Buropean young pecple's hopes splll out today on the battlefields.
¥e American students must push aside the bayonet which is pointed at
pur future and ocur lives,

For the last twenty years, Burope has laln prostrate under gov—
ernments without the imagination or the desire to organize internatlonal
understanding, cultural achlevement and peace. The countrles of Goethe,
Chopin, Hugo, and Dickens have grown stagnant with social 11ls, and
intellectual degeneraticn, The governmente which today sow Zurcpe with
the salt of war, ere the same which shut the schools, pulled in the
peoplets belts, drove out the freedom - of Germany, of the French and
British colonial Empires, of Abysainia, of Spain, Austria, Gzechoslovakia,
and Polend. The eame governments which today ccmpete for American aild,
and world control, yesterday collaberated in putting out the lighta in
one area after another.

The British student representatives, at thelr preat national
Congress &t Leeds in March, declared bluntly: "Thig war 1e against the
interests of evary country, and it is the duty of students of all
countries to work to end it§" A hundred and twenty thousand Indlan
gtudonts, in the All-Indie Student Federation, declare in an appeal %o
the youth of the world, "Our slogan the world over is Feacel¥ Already
in Ootober, the Czech students demonstrated "Againat all imperialisme,

el and for the independence of Czechoslovakiai" If we hear no German or
French student volces today, we shall hear them tomorrow. For everyshara
the volee of those who are progreesive is for peace, for an end to thise
hopeless struggle, for a new upeurge of freedem and learning that will
unite natione and cutlaw war,

5 They epeak for us, America wants no part of this Buropean catas—
trophe, that is already opposed by millions in the lands at war, and
threntens more millions who are temporarily at peace., Becauss we kmow
our duty to the students of other lands, hecruse we want & reblrth of
freedom and 1ife for Europe's pecples, we munt oppose with all our might .
every step which might prove to be the one to suck us into that maele’Tom
of hqt-mﬂ.pn. mith the Chiresc students who are struggling to build
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e new China, with the British students who are fighting to stop the
Burcpean war, with the Czech students driven from thelr universitias,
with the Spanish studsnts in the French work gange and Spanish prieons,
vo American students must fight to stop thie solf-destruction and to
help the peoples over—rule the rulers who have led them to this darlmess,
This 1g our internationnlism; thie is our struggle for tomorrow.

Ve must oppose those who would lend us down the eléppery Tilsonlan
path of 1917, These are those who would have us toke sides in the war
in Zurope - though they ere not yet so brave as to ineult the intellect
of the Americen students by saying they would have us go to war, at present]
Those are thoee who speck of "fighting for democracy¥, yet defond lta
destruction in Europe and clamor for reproselon hers.

Our withdrewal from the Furcpean Student Service Fund nnd Inter-
mtional Student Service was a parting with efforts controlled by such
mis-leaders of Ameriea, Rellef for Belglum in the least war, like some
rellef drives on American campuses in the last five menthe, wes a polit-
ienlly-dominated move to 1ldentify Ameriea with the illied powers. American
relief hute in the French front lines helped create the illusion of Allled
rightecusness that drew us into the suloidal World War, Todoy ro less,
there are political forces in America wenting an Allled victery whoe seek
to use the internntionaliesm and the humanity of the American student
body to trap us to death and destruction in a selfish cause,

Our task is clear, Today the progressive peoples, the studente
throughout the world are etruggling for pemce., That is our ovn strugele,
frem which we cannot isolate ourselves. We can and must help the otudente
of other countries, who are at once tha victims and the forces to end
this war., HRellef for these students is a paramount obligation, whiech
wa students on the Americnn campus must mitaﬂ to fulfil, The Chinease
students in the forefront of the struggle for freedom, the Spanish students
in the work gange of France and blacklieted by Frenco, the Cmech, CGerman
and Austrlan students persecuted in Germany or intorned in Britain or
Frence - these are the first victims of the war. They fought to prevent
its ppread, and they were desorted by sll/rovernmentes which todny claim
to be fightingrfor peace and fresdom,

We have found that the Zuropean Student Sorvice Fund woe belng used
as a means of combatting the express desires of the Amerlc.n students
for ponurality and peace., The lesson to be drawn is clear. We muet moTe
ardently than ever suppdrt overy relief moasure which will aid the studants
of all naticne to reslet and defeat the forces of war and darknoss
againet which they are struggling., -Wo must invelve every student in
suppert of the Far Eastern Student Service Fund and the Yeuth Cempalgn
of the Nerth Ameriean Spaniesh Aid Committee, which are administercd by
neutral pecple in impeccable fashion, To keep alive the Chinese unlver-
alties and to bring the persecuted Spanish students to freedem in Latin
Anmerica are Wb firat taske for the studente of Amurier vhe wont peace,
Thus falthful to our deeire and need to help our fellows who are victims
of war, we must remain alert agninet nll attempts in the name of "humm—
itarian effort” to identify us with the selfish cause of any warring nation.

Above all, if we would glve real a.'id.. ptudent Amerioca muct be
organized. Existing movemcnte muet draw togethor., Isolated groupe must




. i

Join with theose who have already learned to oppose together the war
forces in this country. 5By guarding together, we can check any moves
by intercsted adult groupe to epllt our peace efforts and destroy
Ameriecan neutrality. By our united efforts, me can keep America at
peece, guard our democracy at home, and help the demecratie -peoples
avorywhere - to stop thie war, to win peace and a creative future for

the world,
SIGHED
Blanche Eirsch former Acting Chelrmon, Eurcpean Student Ser-
vica Fund (Yational Student Federstion
" of America).
Catherine Deeny " Executive Secretary, E.5.5.F.
" Ass't Secl'y, Internaticnal Student Service.
Ellen Hayo " Corresponding Secretary, E.S5.5.F.
Richard Lippman " Member Executive Committeo, Z.5.5.F.
(Associntion of Medical Students).
Herbert Witt n Member Executive Committeso, E.5.5.F.
(Exee, Sec'y, American Student Unien),
il Ben jamin Haller " dember Genoral Crémittoo, EeS. 5.5,
{American law Students Association),
Sylvia Gorden " Member Executive Committee, E.5.5.F.
{See'y, United Student Feace Committee),
Harper Poulson %  Member General Jommittee, E.5.5.F.
Secretary, International Student Service.
Ann Shroyer i Member General Committee, E.S5.5.F.

Asplatant Secretary, I.:5.5.
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Mra. Eleanor Roosevaelt l\l: L A
The White House { -
Washington, D.C. i 13
Ay
Dear Mrs. Hoosevelti= Ch} /
* I enclose a suggested list of peozle for the

meating we spoke of on Sunday. There are 26 names on the first
pege — more than you asked for - because it would seem certain
tont a few would not be able to coqe. The grestest number would
be able to attend on a Seturday or Sunday since 30 many are either
in school or working.

On the firast page I heve listed the officers
of the Youth Jongress, the responsible heads of the mo:t imzort-
ant national organizations, and come of the leaders of the local
youth councils. Because it is limited in numbers, it is alse
necesgarily limited in scope, but I think it is a real cross-
section with all important categories and opinions represented.

alternates or additions. Because of the set-uo, there is no JE
young persn wuo can represent tne Y.M.C.A. and I think it |

On the second page, I have listed some rg-t
would be valueble to beve Sproul, the national program director. :1“'

Fritchman ls also an adult but plays an imoortant part in the
Protestant youth movement which ia directed by adults to a great / ; *
extent. The others on this page are young people wno might te T \y Wwia.

asked L f there 18 room. T e
!‘I
you wanted and looking forward to the meeting, I remain 3

(h !1 G
EE
A

s : *‘
'l

Hoping that this e the kind of list thet

i.ll-'l'l-
lack MeMichaa, M. 1. €., Chalrmas Vies Dhairmas [Ty S— hl e |
fosaph Coddon, Enseutior Beervinry L AR Mew Eagland, Alesander Karusibas lul!h;vékdnn-J]
Harrist Piekeas, Y. W.C.A., Trssurar Mary losane Meliny, Notiuaal Bindent Foderaiien Middls Atstle, Michat! Gouvioe West Castral, Harlen Crippen
Fraaees M. Wil déaisiiaic Beeviry ;::::1:::n-u:=::n.p- East Contrnl, Myrle Pewell West Coast, Clars Walldew
Abbett Eimen, Logielativg Iiroeise lamen V. Krakoes, Cusehaelerul Bariety af Imeric South, Thelma Dale, limmy Woadward Pueria Rice, ulls M. Nivers

3 e




Lay 15, 1940

Lear Joe:

I have asked llarper Poulson Bo the meeting on
June 5. It does seex to Le m case of zized polnte
of view - dosen't 1t7?

I ex sorry for the name-callin: and everlasting

red-snesring,which scems stupid. I dop't feel that I
know enough about tic fects to declie wio is right

or wrong.
Sincerely jours,

R P o i 8 e T RN

S0




March 18, 1940

Dear Ur, Cadden;
Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to return the
Proceedings of the Citimenship Institute, in which

she has made & faw corrections,

Yery sincerely Yours,

Secretary to
Mrs. Roossvelt

Mr. Jﬂ"ﬂl Cadden
American Youth Congress
8 West 4Oth Street

New York

N.X.

Lr
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EIGHT WEST FONTIETH STREET » NEW YORK
P LOwsacne 51770

March 14, 1940
Mras. Eleanor Roosevelt
Thite House
Washington, D.C.
Degar Mre. Hoosevelt!

1 am enclosing a draft copy of the Proceedings of the Institute
which we are going to publish in pamphlet form. Because nf its length
ve will have to cut 1t considerably beceuse we will not be able to
afford to do anything more than a five cent pamphlet, which means about
forty-eight printed pages.

I wonder whether you would read the transcript of the quastions
put to you on Sunday night and your answers, on page 31 to 36 of the
draft, and make any corrections which you feel are necessary.

I hope wery much that you cen do this.
draft to the printer on Honday or Tuesday.

Singdrely, yours
o el
i fi"f( serh Cadden
(o ¥, / g
L

N ol
) o

We hore to send & final

i ) "f'{l ~/_!, .
f - A .:I_. \ | .rnt &

-y

o
Jeiotf d : b \:_)

uopwa ~#16 :

tack MeMighas], W, 1. ©.C., Phsirman Vier Chairmen R -
Jesh Codden, Laerate Seerriar N e New Faglead, Alesander Barsaibas South Wesl, Wysard Nerman
Harslet Piekens, T, W.E A, Trnsswrer Mary beosns beKay, Novisal Biudest Frderaiia Middle Allustie, Michael Gravien Wesl Central, Harlaa Urippen
Freaces M. Wilkams, Aduisisrefie Reersisry mﬂlmu:;n Easi Caniral, Myride- Pemell West Coast, Clars Wlldew
Abbaty Siman, Lagialutive Nirertsr Lasmes ¥ Firakirn, Corcbsalcrah Soeiery of Asaries Seth, Theless Tiale, limmy Wosdward Puerta Ricw, lalis M, Niswen

. < M
m — - e ————— e




EIGHT WEST FONTIETH STHREET -« NEW YORK
Mareh 21, 1940 LOnosacne 5-1770

Miss Malwina ¢, Thompson
Secretary to Mra. Hoosevelt
The White House

Washington, D, C.

Dear Miss Thowpaon:

I do not know anything about the Youth Unlty Assoclation
daseribed on the enclosed leaflet. I am writing to them for
further information asking for their literature and a desorip-

tion of their set up.

ﬁ_;l.noeﬂ],r yours,

uopwa/ 16 {5 : J

Bock MeMichuel, M. 1. 2,12, Chabrman Vier Chairmen P re——

T L New Englasd, Alessnder Karssibas South West, Wyssrd Nevman

Wariet Fikass, Y. WA, Tresssnr My eows Mok, Rt e et Middle Aiasle, Michael Traviva West Contral, Harla Cippes

Framces M. Wikioms, Adwiniercoy Rrviry iy L N Fast Cesizl, Myrle Powel Wet Cont, Care Walldem ;
P —— lemes . Kevkwr, Comhactral Soiey of Ameven South, Thelmy Dk, limsry Woedbward o T

- 1




Dear Ur, Caddeni
Irs* Roosevelt asks if you <now
anything about this organization.

Very sincerely yours, |

Secretary to
Urs. Roosewvelt

Hr., Joe Cadden :

American Youth Congreas '

8 West 4Oth Street /
New York

T!.Il D

The Youth Unity Association
write toy17rs. Cecil Jones, Twin Fells, Tduno, shen his answ.r is in.
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EIGHT WEST FURTIETH STREET « NEW YORK
March 19, 1240 LONGacRE 5-1770

Mrs, Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
'I'I.shin.gtbn. D, C. 3
Dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

I am encloelng a copy of a letter addressed to
Senator Norries in which the California Youth Lagls-
laturs requested that I send. I am writing a simi=

iar letter to Mr, Jackeon.

Sincerely yours,

uopwa/16
enc,
|
i
Tack MeMichaal, M. 1. €. €., Chairmas View Chairmen ) [ —
Ioeph Codn, Edsation Servary e R e e ol 1. New Esglusd, Alcuanier Karaiban "South Wes, Wynd Nermss
Harriet Feckems, ¥ W.C A, Tramarsr Mary Irazan Natsaal Ktwdrnl Frdrralion Middle Atlastie, Micheel Gravine West Cewirel, Harlan Crippen
Froaces M. Wiliam, Admiieiaiive Secrviry e o East Cantrl, Myrile Powel West Const, Clare Walldem

Abball Simen, Logielative Uirveter lamen ¥. Kruhora, Crachanlerak Soriery of dmerics Seulh, Thelma Male, limmy Woedward Poerin Rlew, lulia M. Rives




COFY TO MRS. ROOBEVELT

March 19, 1840

Senator (Jeorge ¥. Norrias
Senate Office Bullding
Il'h‘nﬂn- Dq u-

Dear Senator Horrls:
4
Haring read your recent statement conoerning the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, I thought that you would be interestesd
to know of a report'we have received from the California Youth
Legislature concerning F.B.I1, activities in Los Angelss,

It has been reported to this office that in response to
the request from Los Angeles, Mr, Hoover detailed a mamber of
his Bureau to investigate the youth movement in that city. Nons
of the youth organizations in Los Angeles have bden acoused of
violation of any statute and 1t ia very disturbing to know that
the ¥.B.I., is being used to ¥investigate" organizations and in
that way cause disbursions on thelir £90d name. Cbviouely this
is an attempt o oast suspleion upon youth organientions and
seems to us to be utterly unfeir and outside of the principles
of the F.B.I. g

Looking forward to having your opinion aoncerning this, and
any suggestions which you are able to mke, [ anm

Very sincersly yours,

Joseaph Cadden

uopwa/ 16




March £5, 1940

- LSl

you,

Yor your inforastion, I sm enclosing
coples of a letter I wrote to Mr. Taussig and
his reply.

Yery oincerely yours,

Mr, Joeseph Cadden
AYC
8 West 40th St., WYC T:hD ¢




Karch 26, 1840

Dear Joss

I an enclosing a copy of the letter
which I bave written to those whose names are
on the liet whioh I enolose also.

I tock the list which you sent me and
the list which I got froam Joe Lash and together
there were only 47 people and I deoided that as
there will be a number who cannot come, or who
on talldng it over deolided that one should
represent the organisation, that it was well to
invits them all,

I am not sending a oopy of the list
of those invited to the others = jJust to you
and Joe Lash,

Viols Ilma will have told you and
Edwmrd J, Flymn, the Demcoratio leader of the
Bronx and an ardent Roman Cathclio and whom I
have kmown for a long while, has volunteered to
glve a dinner and to invite the entire list be-
a:h- bringing in some of his om pecple on
8.

I am going to spread you young pecple
around and you will probably be mubjected to a
of guestions, I am enelosaing to you a
eopy of my letter to him so you will see that
11 be olsarly understood that this is a
momey ralsing dimer and what subjects are to
be discussed,.

1 an off today for New York snd them
to Beattle, but you ean always reach me through
the White House,

-

Very sinoerely yours,
Hr, Joseph Cadden
hmerican Youth Congress
8 West 40th Street, NYC

ds




EIGHT WEST FUWNTIETH STREET - NEW YORK
LOnoacane 5-1770

March 28, 1940 N
i

|
\ 3

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mrs. Boosevelt!

Sunday, May 5th, seems a very good day for the meeting with
the President. I feel sure that almost everyone on the llst
I sent you would be able to attend on that day, since they
will have & month's notice end will be mble to rearrange any
appointments, which they may have already made.

Thank you very much for the interesting suggestions Mr. Taussig
has made for the agenda of the next meetlng with the Youth serv-
ing sgencles, I think that they suggest a very good basls for
discussion, '

JO: MW
lock McMichaal, N. 1. C.C., Chalrmas Vien Chadrmas Tegsaa) Rrprrevsiaihen
N ey oty 1 gl Naw Engend, Alcsandr Barusihs Souh Wes, Wysand Narman
Warie, Fichews, Y. W.C. .. Trasure Mary Teasme Moy Nodoml Bidest Friruin Middls Adlsul, Michee! Gouvisa West Caniral, Harlas Cippes
oes M, Willums, Absislcriie Bereiary o e s b © Bt Contral, Myt Powel Wost Casst, Clars Walldew

Jumen V. Krakorn, Coschesfrrak Barieiy of Amerien Seuth, Thelma Dule, limmy VWosdmard Puarta Rics, luli W, Rivers




e April 18, 1940

Dear Joa:

I soe no reason why we should rot asx any
argapization to be reprosented which you think might feal
slighted. After all, this meoting is not a Youth Congresa
maoting and I am asking a mmber of youny democrats, stipu-
lating that they come as reprssenting other groups as well.
I do ot think I would hsaitate to Liave one or two older
poople if I thought it would contribute anythins to the dis-
cussion. ;

To be quite bonest with you, I really do not
expect that it will naver be lmown this meeting was held. The
only thing 1 am countipg on 18 that no cne will guote thd
Fresident, and I au going to state quite olearly that in order
to get any frss expression of opinion from the President, they
must expsct that if certain things are yuoted as coming from
him they may ba denied.

If you will sutmit to me thes subjecta which
the Youth Congress wanta to have the discussion based oo, I
will ses that they am taken up by the Freaident, ons by ons.
Howewer, if you feel thut you prefsr a meeting which 15 wore
nearly made up of organizationa affilisted with the Youth
Congress with vary few outside groups, I em quite willinpg to
divide it and I think the Preaident will axres to have two
mastings - oons of the Yuuth Congress proup and ane of the
other people who are not striotly Youth Congress representa-
tives, or, who whils they may be in the Youth Congreas, are
not the ones you thought the beat representatives. I can
do this by having the others on another date.

I 4o not blems you for being caraful becausae
I ¥mow how peopls will try to use you and that little Pitts-
burgh incident is typical of much that I have seen in the
peat.

I oball be away from the 2ird until the
morning of the ESth, unfortunately, so I will not @ees you.
However, I will be in and out of Mew York at that time., I

7 U
JlF I
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ahall sae Franced bafore that as I have asked her to break-
fast on Saturday morning of this week.

I seé n0o reaBon at all why the Americaen
Youth Congrees should promote a third torm for the President,
or should come out for any specific candidato, nor do I sce
why they should prosecute communists. However, I ac in
agreauent with that statement which you showed me. WHhather
you could adopt 1% or not until your convention is a matter
purely of prodedure, but I do think for your own good you
should male it olear that your primary objeotiwve is jote
and the promotion of BamoCraoy. That if you do promote
democracy you cannot toy with commimist ideas althourh you
e willing to sllew the communists to express their ideas
apld to work with them oo such toinge es coincids with your
bellefe and ideas, Thie should not put cnybody out of the
Congress as fur a8 I cuu esee &y It wllows evorybody full
libarty.

I wont & chunce to tnlk to you - preferably
to a rroup of you young people - becauss the Chicapo meetins
orystalized cortain baliefs wiich I have and I think now I
can talk to you with cooviction about certain things.

Good luck to yous.

Very cineerely yours,

Mr. Joseph Cadden
American Youth Congress
8 W. 40th S5t., NYC




IJ{ ‘Y /I'-)/Ir’ rl--f'f'
April 15, 1940

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:= i 4t
"I i
Firat of all I want to thank you for all that you
did in Chicago. It is amaging and a real inspiration to lmow someone
who can do so mach, with such graciousness, and do it sc well, On Sun-
day I saw a group of the Advisory Councll membera and a group of the b
young people. Both were equally thrilled with your visit and the grand '
Job you did at the dinner and at the meetings It has of course done no
end of good for the Chiceago Congress in many ways.

I hope that you won't think that my own gratitude
to you for all you are doing in behalf of the AYC is ia any way limited
if I continus with the matter we sterted to discuss in Chicago, the
May Bth meeting. And I have avolded using stationery so that it would
be clear that this is an entirely personal letter.

The remson that I pursue this matter is that I
don't went any disappointing kick back after the meeting and as it isa
get up at the present time it seems to be & votential boomerang for
the President.

4s I told you, the original list submitted was
carefully drawn up with a view to getting & small but representative
group of youth. The only adult suzeested was Sproml because of the
special nature of the YW and later I mentioned Dr. Heeves because of
the informatiocn he has at his fingertips. One person was susgested 2
from each orgenization so that organizntions not invited could be told
that the group was a limited one and that the largest and most lmport-
ant organizatlons were suggested.

As it stands now, four adult profeassionals who are
appointed by adult boards and not elected by youth membership have been
included (Gould, Morton, Elliott, Sharpley). There are three ASU officers 1
(Wiggins, Reynoldd, Witt) and three former ASU officers (Lash, Yard,lana).
There are also two peosle froz several other organizations. In addition,
saveral peopls (particularly Soivack and Lane) do not represent any youth
constituency at all.

This does not mean that all on the 1list are not
bright pecple with plenty to contribute to the discussion. My concern
is that bona fide organlzations which have not been invited to have
representatives will raise objections which are now valid, and that
gome of the people invited who do not have a responsibility to a
constituency will be less careful than they should be about keeping
the meeting confidential.

I may seem t0 be unduly cautious and suspicious
sbout the matter but as I told you Saturday, there are people (not
organizations) in the Congress who consider their own point of view
more lmportant than the welfare of the Congress. In addition there
have been several definite provocations of late - one major one in
8t. Louls. There, the Council sent the program for an April & meeting

to the printer with the last line reading "Songs and Flag Ceremony".
It ceme back reading “Soviet Flag Oeremony". The innccent printer had
allowsd some unknown youth to change the copy at the printshép.

I,..r_ f‘:ri(z.;
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Mras. Roosevelt -2

Perhaps you have gome concrete suggestion sbout fixing matters
up 8o that a succesaful meeting will be guaranteed. Unless this can be
done it may be better to postpone it indefinitely.

Frances is snxious to see you. She will be returning from the
YWCA convention (very successful) today and perheps you will discuss the
matter with ner, since I am leaving today for NHew Orleans and then 5t.
Louie. I'11 be in Washington from the 26th through the 29th and will
look forward to seelng you at the Conference on the 29th at the latest.

Another thing we mentioned on Saturday and on which I would
lika to comment further is the matter of individusls who inaist that
things be done thelir way - “or else". Because the AYC is a special
type of set-up and since it is not an organizatlon and has no membar-
ship, there are more things which can not be done than can be dones
If there is to be unity among organizetions of such varied character
as those cooperating together in the AYC, agreementrmust be emphasized.
It mast be understood by all that there are disagreements on many things
ond that if these are the matters to receive emphasie, thers will be no
ATCs If there wer: agreement on only one imoortant matter, it would
8till be worthwhile to have an AYC. At the present tize there is
agreement on dozens of important lssues and work beling done in several
fleldisa.

There are however some individuale who feel thnt the moat
important issues are such things as - promotion of a 3rd term for the
President or prosecution of Communists - on waleh there is disagreement.
The few individunls interested in these specialired points have no
valus to the AYC, since they are not the ones pressing the major
cempaigns on which there is full agreement or speniing their time and
energy building the Congresa. On the contrary, all of thelr time in
spent "saving" the Congress for their own specianl viewpoint.

This was the chief characteristic of Homer Martin, Alex Hose
and alse Murray Plavner. It is an attitude which the officers of the
AYC must oppose, since theirs is the reaponsibility to keep the Congress
together, keep it growlng and intensifying its oractical work. We can
not countenance any attempt to create factions or schiams.

I feel certain thnt you agree with this and that you will
discourage any move of this sort which is brought to you.

With gratitude for your contribution to the work in Chicago
and looking forward to seeing you in Washington, I remain

Cordielly yours,

r_y“‘ QM/‘{”‘“

Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House -
Washington, D«Cs
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Dear Joe1 {V/

I sent you a wire last wignt to let ou whuw ti.t tow
President will mot be in dashington ou 4.y 5tn, and
the meeting will have to be pustpauned, ‘uu President
did give me another date, but sugsested that a wek
day would be much -.sler fur hiw tuan s S .turd.y or

a Sunday.

I nave a feeling that he is so busy, 1t 13 vary dirficult
for him to find tlirec hours at un}'tiue aitienn he ¢.n ba
sure of having fraee wuen the time cuses.

Wuat would you think of postpaning tue seeting until
sonetime later wuen the President is at Hyle P.ra ..d
having the people coma there? I tnink he 1s more :pt
to feel free to give you his uncivided .ttentlon.

In the mesntime, let we know woeticr you think .2 snould
o .ve a smaller group wien #s 4o wu.t, or wuether tucre
ara other peaple wno shouli b: .sied.

1 «ill be baek in the :nhite Housn oo wond .y, apris Jth,
and will expect to hesr from you.

Very coralally yours,




Uy dear Mr, Caddens -~

lirs, Rooaevelt hag a;‘lv!.uad
all the peopls who ware invited for
llay 8th, that the me~ting has besn
postponed, and that they would be
advised later if another date in
set,

Very sinosraly youra,

Baorat to
Ura, Rungwult

Ur, Joseph Oadden :
Anarioan Youth Gongress
8 Waat 40th Atrast
New York, New York

ror A




Mr, .'I"aﬂph Cadden
Anerican Youth Congress
B West 40th Street
Kew York, New York
Mre. Roosevelt can £lve either Muy fifteenth or sixteenth for meating,
let me know which date satisfactory, No other free

Pleass
date until Jung third,

MALVINA C, THOMPSON
Sedretary to

Mrs. Roosevelt

i
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Pamphlets end publications of The Floria Congress on Education for Aperican
Democraey, Comnvress BIldg,, Miami, Florida

May 1, 1940

Dear Joe1

Mre, Hoosevelt wants me to send
you this material and to ask if you kmow
about this organismation. |

Very aincersly yours,




EIGHT WEST FORTIETH STREET « NEW YORK
LONoACRE 5-1770

bny 6, 1940

Uear lirs. Hoosevelt:-

I enclose a sup .lementary list of
sugrestions for the June 5th meeting., This includes
seople doing special work nnd some from arganiz tions

which mignht feel slighted.

Hope it is not too long =pnd does

(

*/-' : :
! s
L e
gl
lirs. Eleanor Rousevelt 2ok
The White House B
Washington, D.C.
I
|
I
|
el MeMichael, N. . 0. 00, Cladrman Vien Cladrmn Perglaral epresenisii s
Iorsh Cotden, Enestion Sarmasy e A N ot 1., New Enghund, Alesander Karaiban South West, Wynard Nerman
Harvist, Pickem, ¥. W.C. A, Trssurer Tranen . Matlsnal Bludes! Federation Middle Athatr, Mirkae! Groving Wesl Cenizal, Harln Crippea
[y T T y——— R £ e, T s Gopem Bt Coniral, My Pl Wes Const, Clar Wallden
Abbot Simen Logilucivs Froveise Tosmen V., Firukaes, Caachasleral Socity of dueries Seuth, Thelma Nide, fiminy Wosdward Puerta Nice, Julia M. Rivers




EIGHT WEST FURTIETH STREET + NEW YORK
May 6, 1940 IOsaacre G-1770

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS JUNE 5, 1940 MEETIKG AT WHITE HOUSE,

L Louis Burpham, Youth Division, Nationel Hegro Congress, 717 Florida Avenue, K.W.
Waehington, D[. C.
 Richard Comfort, Union Theologleal Seminarm, (Rurel Commission, 122nd Street
end Broadway, “sw York
bThelma Dale, Southern Negro Youth Congress, 1145 Sumner Road, S.E., Washington, D.C.
L-Dr, Rudelph Drosd, Interne Council, 256 Second Avenue, ¥ew York
LEichard Pagley, Youth Director, Church Peace Unlon, 70 Fifth Avenus, Faw York
viohn Hadley, (Baptist Youth Movement) Dunellen, N.J.
+Mabel H. King, Student Fellef Fund, Y.M.C.A., 247 Mudison Averue, New York
' Roy lancaster, Virginiam Youth Conference, Hopewell, Virginia
v Samual Pevezner, Touth Section, International Workers Order, B0 Fifth Avenue, New York
tle Powell, Frat Central, Box 124, Hopewell, Virginias
\/ James T. Ramey, (Assoc. of law Students) 41F West 11Sth Stteet, New York
v Pey, James Robinson, MAACP, B6 Morningeide Helghta, New York
v Carl Ross, Young Communiet Lengue, 7ES Broadway, HewYork
 Donald Schwartz, American Jewleh Congress, 2072 Creston Avenpe, Bronx, Hew York
Jessle Scott, {youth sectlon, lational Negro Congress) Ashland Place Y.W.C.4.
Brooklyn, New York
v Mercedes Splers (American Youth Hostels) 32 West 58th Street, New York
v Leon Straus, Floor Boye ond Shipplng Clerks, 250 West 25th Stteet, New York
v Dorothy Witmer, (youth council, Evangelical and Beformed Church, 24 N, Cambridge
Street, Malverns, New York
!'/ Julia Fhite (national president, Y.W.C.A. Buelness & Professional Council)
766 N. Central Avenue, Hapeville, Georglae
Lliigs Jimmle Woodward, Student Y.W.C.A.,, Bandolph-Macon Women's College,
Iynchburg, Virginia i

Chadrman Feglonal Topreeendaiiien

lack MeMichaal, N, 1. €. ., Chairmen Vie
Jimegh Cadden, Fereutios Receeiary mmmmwﬂ'* Mew Englind, Alevindes listnikan Sealh West, Wynard Narman
Harriet Fickess, Y. W.C. A., Trossuree Mary Franse Mekag, Notissal Eeudeat Frderatian Middle Adlustie, Miskael Gowiing West Ceatral, Marlsin Uilgpen
Finsery AL Williams, Administrativy Serrviary mmm“ﬂ: a Eust Cenial, Myeide Pewell Wirst Caasi, Clarn Walkduse
lumen V. Erakara, Crseheatersh oriety of dmecies South, Thelma [iule, limeny Waedward Poeria Rirw, lella M. Bivees

Abbail Simsn, Lipislative Dirvetne

g M
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Muy 7, 1940

Dear Joa: (rﬂ_, “/
Flease send me your list of addi-

ticnal nemes for June 5. Ve ought to be /

getting these letters out very scon.

Very sincerely yours, =

Secretary to |
Mrs. Roosevelt E:/ U

l Mr, Joseph P, Cadden /
arican Youth Congress

8 liest 40th Street |
New York, New York




May 7, 1940

Doar Joa:

Floase send me your list of addi-
tiopal nemes for June 5. We ought to be
gotting these letters out very soon.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mra. I:llﬂj.t

Mr. Joseph P, Cadden
Averioan Youth Congress
B West 40th Street

How York, New York
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TELEGRAM

@he Mhite House
Washington
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EIGHT WEST FORTIETH STREET + NEW YORK

Mey 7, 1940 LONGAGRE S-1770
[
; ()
L
Miss Malvina C. Thompson U

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Miss Thompson:

I have no firet hand information concerning the
Florida Congress on Democracy. We are very grateful
to have this splendid material which you forwarded
to ue describing the work beilng done by this organi-
zatlon and by various officlale of the state who
have initiated 1t along with the educational author-
ities and we have informed some of the youth groups
in Florida and have also asked for additional
information about the plans.

As soon as I receive firet hand information
about it, I will write you again. It certalnly
geems to be a well planned and well firanced cutfit
Jadging from the material,

ingeraly yours,

;%QMJ
T

uopwa/16
lacl Bleblichasl, M|, C.C., Chalrman Vier Chairmes Fegiaa| Ferpresaiadlven
ooty Caion, Esveoton Seeriery whm.lmum"rf-"’*l New Esglisd, Aleasder Karasiias South West, Wynard Noemas
Harviot Pickams, 1. W.C. A., Trosswerr Mary leanse Mebay, Notiaal Baiva! Foderetion Middia Adlascie, Michael Cravise Wiest Contral, Harlen Crippen
Fruscen M. Willioms. Admisiscriin Boretary ot £ ot o) o gt East Cratral, Myete Pemel West Cons, Charn Walldew
o ¥, Kraloes, Couchoberal Barety f Amarien South, Thelma Dale, limmy Wosdwari Poerte Kicw, Iulia M, Rivers




May 11, 1940

Dear Joel

Ae Hr; Poulson no longer repre-
sents this organization, w#lll you let
me know who should be aeked in hls pluce?

It seems to me that he behaved
in a most curlous and windictive fashlon
and Af he does belong t.q the communiet
party, it seems to me he should have
been honest about 1it,

Very cordially yours,

Mr, Joaseph Cadden
American Youth Congress
8 West 40th Btreet

New York, MN.Y.




- Uay 12, 1949 L/ u

as’

My dexr Joe:

1 do not know whether Jack and Frances gave
you an account of the meeting at Ed, Flynn's
house the other nijght,

1l tricd to wake clear to them, Just as I want
to wake olesur to you, that 1 think the nanl-
tion of the AYC has pgot to be oleared up,

I see no reaegon now and 1 never have, why you
should put the young communist leaxgue out,

1 do, however, Lhink thut the AYC w11l have
to puse a resolution in vwhich 1t specifiecally
comdemns uggresalon oy Hitler and by Stalin.
Th+ fact that the communiste, throuch the
Dally %orker, anl other :rouvs entirely
independint, or under the influ-<nce, refused
to condern the lnvaslon of Finland, has

made 20 many people feel that the dominating
influence of the AYC 12 communiat,

in order to et the support of the publie,

you muet clarify thip point znd Ao 1t before
any. oy ec¢lee has a chanoce to put ou on the
spot by offerin: some type of reapluti:n which
you huve Lo refuse,

1 reulize thut there will be not on'y young
communinta, but nany other people znd zroupn
who L.y not like uuhdnmning 8talin or the
Boviet Unlon by nume, but I think that at
the present time, with the Nazi pact a fuet,
Finlund invaled ind Gernany proceedinr- to
invaie one country after another under &
thinly veiled excusze of protecting neutrals,
the people of the Unlited States have becore
convinsed that the infiltration of allen
ldeas 1l& bad in any sountry snd they will
not support an orgunizution that w»1ll1 not
clearly go on record as Lo whe~e 1. atands,




Fe hava (ot 1o face the fact thut hen this war
Comes Lo an end, 1t 1s elther zoing to mean a
Naz -Commuilst controll 4 Eurone or a Britigh-
French controlled Europe, and you Youn,r peaple
alonz »1th the rest of the country #11 have

to declde which you belleve im basg for ua,

You muy not like aith:r one whala-huartuﬂlr,
You may think you should oondesn invaslon

on both 3141ea in the past, but this ia the
present ani the future vhich #& are faoclng,

und you have thla question before you,

I realize perfectly your deaire to kecp the
unity of youngz peaple and therefore to discuss
only such subjacts as they can come tocether
on, ruch as unemployment, civil liberties

und health, but unfortunately to de this kind
of work you must huve some mwoney, You huve
to get thls nonsy from pesple vwho feel thut
it 18 leportant to know where the oa Jority

of the ;roup stands on csrtain deflinite ideas,

I huve Just sent off my forerord for the book
and returned the wenuscript, I unm aorry 1t
has taken me s=o long,

Next .teX the Acericun Frienls Bervice Cou-
mittee will send you $1,000. I do not ferl
that I should thig Year, zive you morve thun
that oecause I do not want it sald that I

am trylng to dondinate you in any w.y. I

will of eouree, pay Frances' sulary or if she
doe: nol remain, I =111 puy the gilary of
whoever tukes her plane, That I think oust
be my +hole contribution exocept in snnll waye
here ind there,

Therefore, I think 11 1a iaoportant to get a
regular money ralsing compalpyn staorted and

I have writien Mrs. von Oerb & 4sking her to
ot &6 treusurer, Viola Ilra rald she vould
do it 1if Mre. von Oerbig would not, In any
oase she pug ested that three or four of
them should aot with Mrs, von Gerbi because
they know ehe 18 rather delicute ang cun not




do much work,

I am aekinz eome people who expressed lnterest
in the AXC and s ceesire to know more about it
to dine with me, making it plain that 4 g0 so
only uecause of their interest, i will have
a4 small dinner on the 30th of kay at the
Coamopolitan Club and i hope vou will see that
80me ona or two of you at least can cone Lo
Answer questlone that night,

Coraially yours,




s Yt Comgooss

EIGHT WEST FUWTIETH STREET « NEW YORK
| May 15, 1940 LOnGACRE 5-1770

Miss Malvina Thempeon
The White House
¥ashington, D. C.

Dear Miss Thompson:

Thanke very much for the information about Francisco Roblas.
I am returning the dossier to you and hope very much that action
can be taken.

Since I have myself, only the memorandum which I sent to
you in your letter of May 2nd, I did not lmow that Robles is actually
in prison and can understand how much more difficult and compli-
cated this makes the question of his immigration,

uopwa/18
lark MaMichael, N, | C.C, Clalrmas Vies Chadrmen Peglow | Ilepresentative
Jooeph Cobden, Esoestive Sarreiory m;&m“_ﬁﬁ“”‘* Nuw England, Alcsasder Kesnsikas Bosth Wi, Wynard Mormas
Husriet Tiekens, 1. W.C. A., Troasurer mun':ulmm _ Midite Atleaic, Michss! Grivine Went Coutrsl, Harlen Crippes
Frances M, Williams, Liwisiutraiive Beerviary Hmwtﬂﬂ- Fast Contral, Myrile Pawell Wl Coasl, Clars Walldas
Abbets Simes, Lagisetive [Reeeir St ¥, Krskars, Covbantorsh Sariely af Ameries Seuth, Thelms Dale, limmy Wedward Foertn Rir, Dulia M. Rivers




Lay lh, 1940 g

Dear Joe:

Mrs. Roosevelt asked me to send jou this
and to ask you to read it and return it for our
files. She says all we can do is to hope for the
best

Sincerely yours,

Ur. Joe Cadden
Aoerican Youth C

8 West AOt! Street
New rﬂk' HeYe

All corres. on Francisco Robles
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Hay 18, 1940

|
Deur Joe: Ca bl

1l siiall be dellighted to have you come acown
on the 4th and stay over until the fth,

¥y Ainner on tha 3oth 1a growing, Mra.
Btlone nus sugyested several peoples. 4
hope we will m=t apme money out of 1t
and some understandlng Lo make LE worin
what I spend to feed them!

Frances =111 tell you all about 1%t and
all wtout the many conversatilons that
we have had,

I would not Aream of wanting you to

isaue A alatewent uvelore your convention,
¥hat 1 have in rind, 1a not letting your-
selves in for the tactice whioh were put
over on vou in the last sonvention when
you ala padss your resolutlon but wers

put in & nosition by those who wished to
hurt the Ioutn Congress, or navin: to
refuse to nure thelr resolution and belns
forced UG [#aBB YOUura, It ls A matter

of tanties 2nd I would not want to foros
young peopls to do anything wnich they
did not feel rapresented the vote of the
B4 jority, i'believe, however, that ine
rajority is againet azgresslon whether

it 1s Hussiun or German or Eaglish or
Frencl und are willings to name the people
who have ao fur perpefpetraled the wost
serious azgsression, ; : y ¥ 1=

I think we are facing sush a constantly
ohanging situatlon that we have to reully
face new problecs avery day, 1 do not




think i1t 18 a question any more of what
we ashoulz a. ror Europe, butl wiat we
ghould do for ourselvea with a Hitler
domilnsted Eurogs,

1 hsppen to feel very atrongly taat we
have to have materlal dafenses, but I
feel equally strongly tnat w: wusl nhot
abandon the bulldine up of the Aefenses
wiioli make dsWoccracy worth wolle Tror all
the pennle, 1 think all of us who have
all lnlerest in saleguarding ocurselves
from a "fifth eolumn® if for no other
reuson, wusl lnslst that che puople
enonalder defanse as belng a queation of
people able o wleld tne malerlial
defenaes succesafully, beocsuse their
heart and eoul i8 in ig, Inis will
help to prevent blood-shed snd augreasion
frow a power whnach upparently toninke
only in the direotion of force.

It may be that sventually the peonle in
Cue sgsressor nuations, will in surficlent
nuubers gome to some other attitude and
we dhould alsuys oe ready to ueel any
change in attlitude but that chanize ien't
Vvigible 4t whe wpowent and we Lave to
weet what ia before us and not what we
hope for,

lt 18 ezay I'o:r me Lo Lulk avous Lhas 1
Know and the scens shifts g0 nulokly

it la nard Lo say anythling w.ti any
feeling that it wlll repreesent the sit-
uatlon tomorrow, Lui 4 do believe as

you do, we must bulld a real democrany
hepes, I tiink we have sade sowe stridea
toward dolnz eo in the past few years.

1 nope L will have a chanoe to see you
befotre you come down hersa,

Very nﬂrﬁtnlly yours,




EIGHT WEST FURTIETH STREET - NEW YORK
LONGachE H-1770

Uay 16, 1940 .£
{ ¢

Dear Mrs. RHoosevelti- {{.%

Thanks very much for your invitation to Stnp//
with you on June 5th. I'11 be coming to Washington on the 4th
for an Interfaith Conference on Unemployment and will be staying
until the 6th. Perhaps that is a longer stay than you had thought
of« If not, I'm of course anxious to accept the invitation.

Jack will be writing you directly about his
olens for that day.

and I have just seen your letter of the 12th
mentioning the $1000. I don't have to tell you how much we need
it and I find it difficult again to express our gratitude adequately.
I don't think thet there is anyone more generous than you both in
small things and large. Thanks a million nnd be assured that we
shall try our utmost to express our gratitude in tems of construc-
tive results.

I have spoken to Viola about Mra. von Gerbig end
also about the dinner on the 30th. 3he said she would work on it
immedintely and write you directly about her own plans and ideas.

The first part of your letter is more difficult
to answer, especlally in light of whirlwind events both 11 Euroce
and in Weshington. A great deal of thought since our last discussion
hes not produced a really fruitful idea of how to meet the situationm.
I agree that the easlest thing to do would be to issus a statement
including condemnatlion of Hitler and Stelin sné expressing sympathy
for the Franco-British side. I am not sure, however, that such a
statement, no matter how strong, would really satisfy our enemie
who seek either to control or destroy the Youth Congress. And I
feel that such a statement, issued now before the July Congresas, ./#
would throw confusion inte the renks of the organizations because
such a statement does not answer the real guestions in their minds
and hearts.

Young pecpole who care about these issues do so

because they understand that their futures are at stake. When they
think of the future, they think of a reasonably good job, a family

Jock MeMichasl, M. | €. 1, Phairmes View Chalrmen Remasl Begrromatidines

Imeph Cadden, Errentior Kervary e Ty AL, New England, Aleuaader Harsaibas Seuth West, Wysard Nermes

Haiot Pickews, Y. W.C.A.. Treasurr Mary leusse Mekay, Rodosal Eidal Feivracion Midéle Adlaste, Mickasl Grerion Wes Contenl, Harlen Crigpon

Fronees M, Williams, Adisistioing Boerwiry %::::q:::.:::::"h'_ Eam Contrsl, Myrtle Pomell Wiest Coust, Clarn Walldaw
lawen V. Kevkors, Comebaersh Suiey of Americ Nouth, Thelma e, limeey Wosdward Porri Ncw, lefia M. Risers

Abbssr Himes, Loplpladive [irsveer

A M




¥rs. Roosevelt =2

of thelr own with the necessery access to educational, health and
recreationnl facilities. Beceuse they are aware young psoole they
know that these things can only be enjoyed if they have civil rizhta,
the right to help run the country as well as the responsiblility to
create for it.

They look upon thelr separete orgenizations - social
cluba, trade unions,etc.,ete. - as a means toward such a future.
They look to the Youth Congress as & social force waolech combines
the strength of these separate organizetions.

Although certainly not warlike; they are caosble of
fighting for what they consider to be thelr rigznts - either economic
or politicel. They hope to acnleve a decent future by excercising
these rights, by cooperating with all sociel forces eiming at the
game goal.

They do not think of the war s & gane of oolitical
chess but, rather, are tryin. to figure out how its outcome will
effect thei?:?utJrn. Europe is being destroyed by wer machines.
We can not stand aloof. We must stop 1t because tne men and women
in Europe are like ourselves, people loaoking for the seme thinge
in life. How can we stop it? If we get in now mnd finish it off
gquickly, will tols solve the problem? Will those men and women
then have the oooortunity for the kind of future we all want] And
will we, 1f we go to war, give up lives and civil righte and
economic righte? Can we help the Allies without ourselves belag
involved eventuslly?

So fer, the answer hes been definitely "no". There
are very few young peonls who see a brighter future as 5 result
of our particiostion in the war. The disillusionment which followed
the World War remains and 1s reflected in the zcepticism of our own
generation.

This 1s the lzgue 2nd it must be faced honestly at our
Congress, No statements made now can be sufficlently accurate to
reflect the real feelins which exists. And any inaccurate ~tatenent
wonld literally blow up the youth movement which existe.

411 of the newspapers end many adilts are hammering away
&t youth: opimion. Teachers, ministers, college -dminlstrations, local
politicians are trying to stifle peace sentiments among young people.
If thesa sentiments survive, we cen be sure that they are sincere and
heve real mesning.

It would indeed be ersy for the staff of the Youth Congress
to glve in to pressure and thereby smooth the way to funds and the good
greces of many peoole who ere critical todey. But this would be a
fgall=out" and would be considered so by those young pensle who look to
toe Youth Congrees Aas their instrument.

Al of thie 18 & strietly American proposition. It has
nothing woatever to do witk the Soviet Union or commanism, It is not
the result of Daily Worker editorimls or speecnes by Cowmmunists because
they, after all, reach a pretty limited group. Wor am I - end I feel
gura that tnis goes for the rest of the 7fflcers = in the least swayed
by Commanist orgusents or theory. I have come to the firm belief that




¥ra. Hoosevelt =3

the only way peovle can =eet their own problems is by naving something

to say about their discosition, whetner it be in a family, a village,

& nation or the worlds I am convinced thnat if the vesnle of Mississiopi -
all of them - who mre really exveriencing the difficultias rere running
the zovernment of th t State thnt tnev would of necesaity find ways to
improve their lot. I an equally convinced that tie people of the world
cen live peacefully together, that there is room for all of them, if they
Lave the oosortunity to work out the weana. They do not have that oooor-
tunity today nor will they tomorrow when the Britisn nnd French win. The
war will in no way settle tliis basie issus,

If that is true then where do we come in, we who believe
in democracy, who believe that trus and complete democracy is neCessAry
to a2 basic solution? I don't know how we are going to achieve 1it, but
I feel very sure we won't acproach it through this Buropean war.

I further believe that this is the sentiment of youth
in tals couatry, whether they Bxyress It in sophisticited language
or in oopular sleogans. I believe there are only a very few - and
most of these few college students - who advocate backing the least
of two evila.

I say all of this to clarify my own think as well as to
give you at least a partial anawer to the guestions in your letter.
Perhaps 1t will help us to understand what are ajoaently differesat
Views on the matter. I feal a little ashamed et being so0 wordy but
it 1s a blg question, and & toush one.

Cordially,
o€




May 20, 1940

foy
{

I will se& Mra. von Gerbig oo the
28th and will talk to her., I mum sseing Mr. Dubinaky
at the World's Falr, June B, but doubt if I will
have any chance to talk to him. In tho msantimes,
you nay want to ses him.

Dear Joe:

If you think Viola Ilma should go ahead
with raising the monay, it is all right with ma,
and perhaps Mre. von Oerbig will give us a little
help on postage, letterbeads, eto., if she can't
do any real wark.

Vary sinocarely yours,

Letters from Mrs. von Dorbip and Mr. Dubinsky énclosed.

L_H;'. Joseph P. Cadden
AYC
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May B2, 1940

Dear Jos:

I e enclosing an excerpt from a
[ letter I havo received frow my deughter,
__ Mre, Doettiger, ms I thought you would be
" interssted to read it. I e also sending
a copy £8 Frances.

Sincerely,

Mr. Jeseph P. Cadden
AYC - B W, 40th ¥YC

Do




EIGHT WEST FONTIETH STREET - NEW YORK
May 24, 1940 LOKGAGRE G-1770

A /
Mra. Eleanor Eoosevelt
The White House

Washington, D,C.
Dear Mrs. Eoosevelt:

I wonder whether you have invited Mr. and Ura.
George Marshall, 28 East 63rd Street, New York City. He
ie one of the people who wanted to be at the dinner Mr. Flymnn
£gave but ecould not arrange it and is a potentially very good
friend.

Others who we have thougH would be valuable at the
dinner are Miss Anna Bogus, secretary of the William C. Whitney
Foundation, 162 East 92nd Street, Hew York City and Mrs., Ethel
Clyde, Buntington, Long Ieland. Tex Dobbs has suggested that
Tallulah Bankhead would be interested in the Touth Congress and
also Mrs. Charles Whitman whom he has seen as a result of an
introduetion he received from you.

Very cordially yours,

(o

h.5.
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L
fack MeMichael, M, 1. C, 0, Clalrmas Yirs Chalrmen Peginsa| Neprrssatatioo
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Harriet Piskess, Y. W.C.A., Trmssvnr Mary lexsne Mekay, Nocnsl Brudest Friersion Middle Atiasie, Mickal Crninn W Cesteal, Harlss Crippen
Frascrs M, Willims, Admaisiraioe Seeatary S K et R e Ootrs Fast Ceston, Myrla Powell We Cons, Clrs Walldw

Ablatt Simen, Logisdeiive lirerinr lamen V. Kraliors, Cosebenbirak boriety of Amerien Sowth, Theima lale, limmy Woedward Puerta Bieo, Tulla M. Riveen
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May 25, 1940

My dear Joet

I am pendip? you a copy of the letter which
I wrote aliv & copy of the
letter shich I recelved from Smith College,
In s few days I hope to find out what
printer or officlul guve this inlormation

to Ur, Poulson und what government pachhlet
was held up,

My supposition le that If there wa: any
for holding up any purticular plece of
printing 1l was Lecause so much has been
sald in Congreee that the printing of the
Congresslonal Aecord has made other
things slow,

Very cordially yours,

Mr, Joseph Cadden
Amwerican Youih Co:greas
B West 40th Street

New York, N.Y,
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U May 26, 1840

ly dear Joe:

1 think you and I had better have another talk
because it scewsa to we that Lhers are some
ansawers possible to the questions which you
ask,

The Spanish situation i1s not really comparzble
To ours ln thle country because they were
rising up from real oppresalon and getting
thelr firat taste of freedom, We have had
any amount of freedom and taken 1t for granted
und given very little of ourselves in return.

There is, however, a real bauslec democracy in
thls country and publie opinion, 1 think, does
ruie in Congress,

There would have been no chance for any one,
even had tliey wanted to take this country into
war durin: the pust slx monthe, because what
you Aay ls perfectly brue, the maJority of the
people do not want war, At present the maj-
ority of the people want an adequats defense
along militury lines and they do 1 think,
trust their leuders to know wiat adequate
defense ia, They are willing to pay for 1t,

A number of people do not reallize that defense
has a grcat many facets and I think the leuders
wust make every effort to keep before the people
as a whole thut realization.

1 think 1t is unfulr to say thut the destiny
of the country ie not in the hands of the
pecple but in the handes of politiclans and
publishers because the politicians are keenly
reaponslve to public opinion when it la

shown and even the publishers have their sars
to the ground, They try to lead byt they oun
only fo o far as public opinion will allow




them, ¥hen publlc opinion le openly agulnet
them, tiey change very quleckly.

Of couree, everybody le more o~ less the servant
of aelf-interest. Even when we think we are
serving what we oazll the interests of others,

it 18 because we ourselves wants those lnterests,

When & great industrialist wants certailn thlnge
whioh concentrate power in his hunds, he thinis
that he 18 serving the intereasts of others,.

You have tu trust to the wajority of the people
+0 make up thelr minde wue to +hat 1s the kind
of self-interesst which 18 in the interest of
the greatést number of people,

In gddition to that At peems to me that you
are thinking too wmueh along the llnes that we
completely control what happens in the world,
whe:cas we often are obliged lo weet ihe cir-
cumgtances a8 beat we can, Some one gave me

& rather apt 1llustration the other day. They
euld ln & famlly the mother could not control,
no matter how hard she wig ht try, whether he
chlldren wers golng to get measles or pneumonlsa,
but once they had either, she could do all that
lay in her power to meet the situatlion as
prozptly and effiolently as possible, In a
way we do that with the events of life,

Of ocourse, this 18 & slmplified and edementary
way of nuilng a comparison, but I have almost
come to think that we have to elmplify certuln
queetions today and make up our minds whether
on the whole the English peoule stund for a
more real type of demooracy than the nazls do,
1 happen to belleve that they do. A nazl dom-
inated world seeme to me much more difficult
world in which to promote many of the ildeals
in which we belleve,

Very cordlally yours,
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{f’ﬂr"b{ June 10, 1040
My dear Joe!

I apked the President about the report of
the Ravul Affuire Commlttee and what
appeared in the Congresslonal Record,

He 8uld &s fur as Major W1lliums wae con=-
oerned, he wus & discredlted offlcer trylng
Lo it 4 Beparate air foroe and that the
reason the wir force 1lp OGreat Dritwln wus
R0 Door was btcause it had bLeen sepurate
from the Army and Havy.

Tlie Prealdent dld not know what questlon
Huxilton Fish usked Congresaman Uinann.
He Baldl thiese things whleh cowme up in the
Congresslonul Hecord are really of wlnor
luportance because you can find almost
anytlilng you want to flind, Yhut is 1im-
portant ls vhat you Pinally g&t across or
full tn zel aoross,

1 #3111 not be in Hyde Park s 1 told you
until the afternouon &£ the 18th. I thlni
perhaps it would be better if you come to
sec we at ihe apartucnt and perhaps you,
can come to breukfast on Wednesday, the
1< th at 8:30. Deing anyone you want, I
#4111 be eountlng on two,

Yery cordially yours,
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DUE TO HECENT DEVELOPKENTS AND DIFFICULTY GVTTING DEMOCRATIC
PARTY REPRESENTATIVE RIG MEETING JULY FOURTH SYMPOSIUM “'ILL
YOU PARTICIFATE AND PRESENT TC CONGRFSS INFORMATION MAIN

ADMINISTRATION POLICIES AND PROGRAM REPUELICAN ASSISTANCE
UHCERTAIN AND IF NOT DEFINITE TOMORROW ''ILL INVITE JOHN
LEWIS THIS IS5 OF SUCH IHPORTANCE TO US THAT “E ARE SETTING
ASIDE PROPFIRTY AND ASKING YOU TO DO ANOTHER THING FCR

US EVEN THOUGH IT IS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF GOOD NATURE

AND SPORTBMANSHIP HOPR YOU CAN BR VITH US PLEASRE REPLY
COLLEGE CANMPUS RISCONSIN

\FOEEPH CADDEN |




June 18, 1940.

Dear Jog:

I bave written Jim Farley ack-
ing Mm to send Ed,. Flynn.

I will talk to you aboot meet-
I..na'lnhmh\q-

; Iﬂuhmﬂuhm
lr.llnllli-i. I will go down to New
oo the 24th and have all whe

want t0 80¢ e omme to lunch at the

Mr, Joseph Cadden l'
American Youth Cangress
8 West 40th Street

H" Tﬂ'ﬂ:, l" ank

ds
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¥rs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White Hounme
Washington, D.C. /{

Doar Mre. Foosevelt:=

Mr. Farley has written - "I have taken pleassure ‘!"i‘
in contacting Senmators Pepper and Lee but regret that neither of them
were able to accept your invitation because of previcus engagements.” Lf L‘

I am writing apain pressing him to relsy our \ l‘.b' ‘-"

invitation to other possible spokesmen and am hopeful that, since -~ J } i

the Convention is to be in Chicago, someons really reod will 1'ind L 4

1t convenient to participate in our symposium on July 4. [t is p b

most probable that Wilkle will be on hand for the Republiocans. \ ¢
s

Saw Aubrey yosterday and understand that-he Lr,
planned to tell you sbout the meeting. I'm sorry that you could not
have joined us there beceuse I am sure that he would have been much P‘
less petulant. L}L'

Both the CIO people and I expressed cwr concern .E" L

about reports flying wide and handsoms about the training progrem to iy

be a part of the whole natiopal defense set-up. We trisd te Pind out \\ [\

about any plans under consideration and Aubrey seid he'd write me in !

a few days when they were more definlte. Our chief concern is that

we don't find ¢t about things until they are accomplished facts and ﬂ' 1“

then it's too late to make any surrestionss So we proposed that there ?“

should ve somo method of consultation arranged which would keep us

informed of NYA plans and would keep Aubrey informed nbout youth upinium

of such plans, J o
Aubrey's main contentlon is that the Youth Congress \

is of no importance enyhew and represents only & few peeple in flew York.

In the discussion about the withdrawal of HYA workers from our offices at

an earlier date and in a different manner than withdrawanl rom other agenclies -

soms of which still have such workers = it was quite evidant that he was

expressing personal displeasure about the AYC and its leaderships My

prineiple resotion was, that it 18 too bad that Aubrey has not learned more

B il

211




lrs. Rocsevelt | =2

about the youth movement, its compositien un

1 purpese, during his years
as direactor of a youth BEONOY o

- The most important development in ilus ington wus the
appointment of a Youth Director rer Lapor's Hon=-Partisan Lesrue wiich will
mike the collaboration of youth and labor cleser and mars effective, He
is Hoy Lancaster from District 50 of the line Workers an! T think you have
meét him ot some AYC affair., In any oase, I hopa that when he has started

in his job he will have & chance to talk with you about the renlly fine
plans he has made,

Hopins to have a surrestion fronm you nbout our pext
step to get a speaker from r. Farley, I remain

Cordi Yours,

Cadden




June 24, 1940

My dear dr. Cadden;

Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to send ¥ou
the enclosed outline for Practical Vocational
Training courses to be Elven this summer which
1s self-explanatory. ‘he thinks the Congress
should get behind the Joung pecple so they will
avall themselves of these courses.

Very sincerely yours »

Seeretary to
Nrs. Roosevelt

L_"g_i'ﬂﬂnrm. -—\
American Youth L]

8 West 40th Strest

New York, New York 1 I ds |

e =




i June 29, 1940

Dear Joei

I am sending you this letier from kr. Dubinsky.
It is a pretty atiff Andictment and one the Youth
Congress will have to prove false in this convention.

Sincersly yours,

Mr. Joe Cadden
AYC
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Mrs. Eleanor Roosawelt, ; i : N 1
The White Housa, \ L - s
Washington, D. C. : i 1 { 1- [l i
vk » ; X B A%
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: WA I'u"' o3 F e

e i)
In conformity with my promise, 5& saquent “to your b W i
recent suggestlen, that I would present to you some ressons why I k- L
regard the American Youth Coogress a Communist-dominated organization, Al
I beg leave to present to you my views on the matter. ;

The facts I give you below completely satisfy me as| |\
to their truth. I am alse satisfied that they can stand up under *
challenge« For the rest, you will judge them, I em certain, in the
light of your own keen familiarity with the presemt-day Americen scene |
and realitisas.

Lot me say, furthermore, that my emphatic dimsccia-
tion with any open or covert Communist-led groups is not a recent
viewpoint, nor is it confined to the American Youth Congresss For
years past, it has been the policy of our Union, amd of myself
persocnally, to avoid any joint motion with sueh rroups. When, 1in
February, 1839, Judge Dorothy Kenyon asked me to take part at a dinner
of the American Youth Congress in New York City, at which you were to
dedicate an award, I respectfully declined to mocept the invitation
and stated,

"It so happens that I am not a free I
lance but the president of a trade union. Attending '
a publiec function im my case unavelidably means repre- |
senting the organization over which I preside. |

|

"It is the policy of our Union to disso~
olate itself from any joint ection with Communlst-led
organizationss The American Youth Congress is regarded
by our organization as a Communist-insplred group.
Therefore I must decline your invitetion.

"I mssure you that my refusal to mccept
implies no discourtesy elther towards Mrs. Hoosevelt,
who is to dedlcate an award at that dinner, nor towarde
your se1f."

UNION LABEL




¥rs. Eleanor Hoosewvelt

Shortly after the cutbreak of the Fasclst rebellion in
Spain, upon our own initiative, we orpanized the "Trade Union Rellefl for
Spain” and launched a drive for funds among individuals and labor organi-
gations. Yet, in spite of the existence of that reliesf organization, the
Communists were insbrumental in setting up the North American Committes
to Aid Spanish Democracy, and placed their own people in comtrol.

Our own Union, as you may kmow, contributed liberally
to the cause of civillan relief in Loyalist Spain during the years of
1936-1538, Ve raised duriny that period §150,000, which was transmitted
to the International Federation of Trade Unions in Paris, of which Sir
Walter M. Citrine is President, for medieaments, food and hospltalization.

We also consistently advocated mnd urged during that
period the lifting of the Spanish embarge.  ¥Yet, when in January, 1932,
we received a request from M. F. Whitney, Fresident of the Brothsrhood
of Beilwuy Trairmen, to join with the Lempguo for Feace and lemocracy end
the North American Committee to Aid Spanish Lemccracy in urging upon
Congress the lifting of the embargo, we definitely declined to be
idantified with any move sponsored by eny Communist Party subsidiary
end pointed outg

"Uyr position with regard to lifting the
arme embarge on Spain, likewise, is & matier of public
record since the embarpe was clemped down. Ve have con=
gistently mainteined that the cause of democracy and the
honor of Amerien me leader of world democracy demand the
removal of restrictions of arms shipments to Republican
Zpain. But in this matter, too, we should like to disso-
ciate curselves from any Jjoint metion with amy groups which
either innoeently or with thelr eyes open choose to cooperate
with or be led by a Communist Farty cutfit or by its
subordinate affiliates.”

At thet time, it will be recalled, meither of these two organizations
would admit that they were suech, but events wery quickly proved that
they were part of the wide Communist Party "transmission belt."

And now, after this diversion, te tre prime subject
of this letbter:

To bepgin with, I wish to make clear that when I sy
that the Ameriecan Youth Congress is Communist-dominated, I do not pre-
cume to assert that all its affilistes are such. It is hardly noces-
sary for me to state that no group needs to be one hundred per cent
of a certein political persuasion to be dominated and guided by the
ideclogy of that politiecal partys. Vhat is required is a strong,
oohesive and aggressive minority, be it ever so small in some instences,
to direct, influence and deminate an unorganized, slupgglsh majority,
be that majority ever so large. It is precisely such a methed which
all totalitarien groups, including the Communinte, have been employing
in making inrcoads and subsequently dominating groups of people, youth
and adult, and, regrettably encugh, with some cutstanding sucoess in
the past few years.

a




krs. Eleancr Roosevelt

We, in the lebor movement, and I speak from many years
of personal experience, have had to combat this process of egeressive in-
filtration by minority Communist elements, and to us their tactics and
manipulations are neither & secret nor a surprice. As fer back as 1925,
fifteen yeers ago, when o smell Communist mincrity rode into power in our
Few York organization after a campaign of abuss and villifiention and
within one year brought that orgenization to near ruip end total bank-
ruptey, we pot a first-hand taste of their methods of penetration and
rule-or-ruin policies. That lessom stood us in rood stead in subeequent
yeers; we have anequired defensive tectice apainst that polson with the
result that our Unien today is soundly insulated from Communist minority
intrigpue.

Hany well-intentioned liberals, although they suspect
that the American Yeuth Congress and other orpanications are Conmunist=
organized, sponsored and dominated, feel that they may be able to exert
& good Influence by Joining in their activities. They simply succeed,
hewewer, in providing the Communists and their "fremt" organications
with the much-needed and desired cloak of raspectabllity to deceive the
gensral publiec. I and others who have hed exparience with Communiets
know that neither reason mor logic sways the fanatic who blindly fellows
the Conmunist Party lime through every change no matter how sudden or
violent. They give their full and entire loyulty to that line over
the interest and mims of the organization in whose behalf they pretend
to be acting.

The Americen Youth Congress has been part of the Com=
munist "frout" ever since its inception in 1934, Over the years, it
has gradually become more and more subservient to Communiet Farty
policles and "lines," displaying at all times, through its leadership,
8 readiness to edapt its course to Communist Party changes end varia=-
tions no matter how mstoundingly swift and unpredicteble. 2o much so,
that when early this year, Earl Browder, the Secretary of the Conmundi st
Party, in his voluntary testimony before the Dies Committes 1istad the
hmerican Youth Congrese as one of his party's "transmiesion telts," no
one appears to have been unduly astoundeds It was what most well-informed
persous seemed to have known right alomg.

It is an acknowledged fact that the actual work of an
organization always centers around the individuals that meke up the
Eulding staff and who adminiater its policy from day to days Who are those
who formulate policy and carry it out in the Americen Youth Congress? It
is important therefors tc kmow their background, political connections
and loyalties.

The cutstanding individuals who are at the helm of the
Amarican Yeuth Congress are: Jack MeMichael, Frances Williams, Abbot
8imen, Ed Strong, Herbert Witt, Joan Horle, Rose Trolana and Joseph Cadden.
Some of them are avowed Communist card holdars, while the others, though
they may pever have held a party card, have depended upon the machinery
of the Communists for their positien of leadership and have followed
evory tumn of the Communist "line." In reference to Joreph Cadden
especlally, I may say on personal knowledge that he is an erdent Communist,
and 1 sy this regardless of any deniel thst may have been made by him.




Mrs. Eleancr Roosevelt

It so happens that Mr. Cadden, whom my daughter Jean
had met in Furope while on a "student trip," of which he was the leader,
bedeme quite friemdly with her and later would call on her at my house.
At that time, he asked her to become a member of the Young Communist
Laague, or failing that, to fellow the Communist 1line, which she re-
golutely declined to dos Vhen she learnad from the press of the
particular attention he was belng paid at the American Youth Conjress
convention last summer in Washington, snd especially of his denial of
hie Communist affilistlon, Jean felt impelled to write to you about him,
from her personal knowledge, but we dissuaded her from imposing herself
on you and she refraired from doing so.

These individumle, by common consent, constitute the
public spokesmen of the Americen Youth Congress "ecabinet," and it ias
in their hands that poliey shaping rests. Vhat they say - or neglect
to say - forms American Youth Congress policy, whether it contravenes
earlier and more democratic declsions or not. For instance, in
July, 1939, the American Youth Congress said "all aid to the Allies."”
No Congress has convened since them to chanpe that peliey. Yet, the
leadership of the Mmericen Ycuth Congress, its paid officieldom and
its machinery, today shout "ne economiec eld to the Allies," without
bothering to wait for the processes of democracye. The Comnunist Perty
"line" and the axigencies of the Soviet foreign policy demanded a change,
and so it came,.

The same fate overtook the much-vaunted collective
gecurity poliey which for nearly four years had been one of the Communist
mainstays all over the world and which they had unceremcniously tossed out
of the window as quickly as Stalin signed his pact with Hitler. Forth-
with, the leadership of the Americen Youth Congress dropped "oollective
security” like het coal and it became anathema and a thing to be seorned. |

Theoretically, there is a higher body between Conpgress
meetings to check the officlasls in thelr wviocletlcns of convention decislons.
There isa cabinet. It mests frequently end on eall, What happens, however, -
a8 in most minority controled crganizations - the avowed Communists and fellow-
travelers come to thease meetings and form a compact, militant group, end so
even in rare casss when they are not in a clear-cut mejority, they are still
able to emerge on top. For they fom a blec which knows what it wants,
while the liberals and non-politlical members of the cabinet te this day
are not organized. I have before me & listing of attendance at six such
"aabinet" meetings, from January to June, 1940, which fully bears out this
atatement .

To cite a glaring example of forecing of policy down the
throats of non-Communist affiliates by the muling Communist group in the
Americsn Youth Congresss On September 28, 1538, the "oabinet" heard
Joseph Cedden read a letter which the office of the American Youth Congress
had sent to President Focsevelt urgling repeal of the embargo in vigorous terms.
Yot, ten daye later, on Optober 7, 1930, the mssembly voted 16 to 8§ to
abpodon the drive to repeal the arms embargo. Eight refused to vote, on
the basis that the assembly had no right to change a convention decislon.
Jogeiah Bartlett resigned after the meeting ms a member of the "eabinet" in
protest against this Tlagrant violation of demoornoy.




¥rs. Eleanor Hoosevelt

The attitude I take and the information upon which that
attitude is baged is growing very common AmOng orpenizations which have
bean affiliated with the American Youth Congrecs, and heve seen these
things at first hand. It is iptermsting to note that during the lest
gix months the focllowing prganizations have teken offiolal sctlon break-
ing their affilistion with the Congress: Student Pemce Service,

F ‘ Young Judes, Junior Hadassah, Young People's Socislist Loapue, Fellowship
of Hecomeiliation Youth Section, Young People's Leagus of the United

Synagogues

Such mctlon is now being taken, sccording te relianble
informetion in my possession, by a number of denominational groups.

I do not wish to be misconstrued as stating thet there
is no room for a youth movement in this country, or that the youth move-
ment is deads On the comtrery, I belleve that imericen youth is '
entitled to kave its voice and aspirations heard and its need s met as
part of the general Amer fcan program of life, labor and opportunity.
But it ocours to me that the ‘merican Youth Congress hes dismally failed
the cause of Ameriecen youth by its own leck of democracy and by the
fanatlc zeal of its leaders to play the part of & tail to the Communist
kite.

I was tempted on more than one cccasion to direct your
sttention to the information I had concerning the tmerican Youth Congress,
because of your wam snd public interest in that organizntion. It was
only because I hed the deep conviction, besed on experience, that & |
Communist-dominated organizaticn must ultimately expose itself, thet I {
refrained from doing so. I am glad that you made the opportunity availeble
to me.

With Mindest regards sand best wishes, I am

Cordially yours,

g ' F t
LAVIL [UBINSKY ;




July 5, 1%40

Dear Joe:

I am s0 glad you told me the whole story
and I will be relieved nhen you have s~en Jean and

Mr. Dubinsky,

You seem to have atarted well in Geneva
and I thought both the Times and tre Tribune gave
a reasonably fair account the first day.

Affectionutely,
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EIGHT WEST FURTIETH STREET -« NEW YORK
LOnaacne 5-1770

July 1., 1940 - .
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Mre. Eleanor Hoosevelt : Jcx
The White House I "
Weghington, D.C. [ i I LR
. | f
Dear Mre. Foosevelt:- \ [ L e b
_ il
5 Have your letter of the 29th with your good | S8
wighess Both Viv and I will he looking forward to viglting with
you when we return and will have lots of news for you. :\_.¢'* L
o 18
The excerpts from Mr. Dubinsky's letter are most 4 S O 1
¢lsturbing because whole-cloth lies are pretty diffieult to disprove, g1
especlally when they refer to events long post, and it doessn't do _ :
eny good to ecll pecple "liars". = 2

His daughter Jean wes a member of an NSFA group :
wiieh I took to Burope under Open Road suspices while I was NSFA .
Secretary, in 1936. During the next winter, vhile I was 8ti11 with
the ISFA and ISS, the group had e reunion at her home where I met lir,
Dubinely. During that summer, I had spent two weelts in the Soviet
Union as part of the tour. Inowing tids and,since his wife had a
relative there, J we discussed the Soviet Unionm segeral times during
dirmer at his house. Since he was & soclalist and had his infqfidation
from the Daily Forward, and since I had been following guldebooks, we
tisagreed heartily about the things I had geen, The disagreements led
him to eall me & Commpist and after a few really vituperative evenings
I stopped going to dinner. Since that time I have met him quite often
and although he has greeted me with jibes about iy views, I never took
them very seriously. This is the first time that I hove heard the
prepostercus story that I asked Jean to join the YCL. I ghall see har
and discover whether she really told her fether tiis story or whether !
they wrote 1t together.

The rest of his letter is & little confused gince the
baels for it is the statement that the Congress said "all aid to the Allieg"
a year ago. baslc derire wne - and still is - to "make our country a
foree for peace . This was reinterpreted by our National Assembly in October
end reermphasized in our Arpletice Day statement in the 11, ht of the outbresk
of war. Up to that time we precsed for repesl of the eubargo clauses of the
neutrality act. The Assembly asked for a referendim on that question and thig

-

lirk MeMichas, N1 E.C., Phabrman View Chairmen Faglonal Reprrmsaaiiinn

Ioph Cakdvs, Enveniios Sversimry mhﬁ.mr#l’m-rm Now England, Alesander Kersailas Senth Wist, Wynard Norman

Hariet Pickess, Y. W.C.A., Tressuove Mary Tounas MeKiy, Notital Sradent Foderacion Midite Adlsatke, Misksel Graviss West Contral, Harlen Crippen

Trancen M. Williams, Adminitrios Servary sl | o S East Ceniral, Myl Pewel Wk Cout, Clrn Walldem
Tesmen . Krakars, Coachorierah Soiey of dmeri South, Thelms Diale, limmy Wosdward Peeris Kies, falia M. Mivers

Abbely Siman, Lajisbitivs [rveier




Mrs. Roosevelt . -3

wes carried out. 3By thet time, however, the embargo was elready repealed.
Jo Bartlett offered his resignation at that time but withdrew it at the
next Cebinet moeting when procedure which he wes not awers of was described
to him, Severel orgenizations have left the Youth Congrese recently and
geveral new ones have come in. The full story of the extent of support
our new program will have can be told best after this Congress. It will
slmo be & conclusive snswer to all those who talk about the Commnlate
rarming policy down non-Comsmunist throats. Unfortunately, the moat bltter
of these critics ere found arong social-democrats in thoe trade union
rovemant whe Tind their political machine oprosed by progressives in the
union, The easiest way to desl with this opposlition 1s to lmbel it
commpist®. In thie, we have not yet followed in ILGWU footsteps.

By the time I see you, I hope to have geerl Jeen snd possibly
David, himself, so we can discuss the letter more fully.

N

/

.
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Youth tights for
its future
INCOLN STEFFENS weut
4 10 Russla severnl years ago
to look over the cperations of
the |u:re] of Marx according to
communist saints Nikelal and Joo,

Lipe came back home and wrote: 1 have seen
the future and it works!” Then the fine old high-
minded hopeful took mick and died, A benevolent
God arranges, u lot of times, for men to die without
ﬁ.l?culwh; their enthusinems have frail founda-

L
Like Lincoln Steffons, [ have seen a proview.

Recently 1 eaw democracy, And it works!

cy is the American Youth Congress,
It as pro-American as aur Army and Navy,

The chances are that most adults having in-
comes in excess of $4,000 annually, think tha
Youth Congreas as a frenetic mob of foreign-born
or frut-generation natives, conniving and lﬂmdg
loud to remode] the U, 5, nccording Lo plans ma
In Moscow and Berlin,

TH.ILT ia atrictly the baloney, The American
Youth Is sbout as communistic as
the Republican party or as Nasified as the Anti-
Defamation . After milling around with tha
AYC kids I'd guess |t has o Jower Laga
of fareign-born, or first-generation politiclans than

. are actlve in Democratic or Republican circles.

The AYC has pebbles from the Piymouth Rock,

buds from Ellis Infand stock, sons snd daughters
W mnceslors were in alave ships, Lo,
debtor prisons and palaces, There are YMOA and

Republicana, and it'n & cinch
munists and yo Mazis, but in small speaking
It's young America, Age average of Youth
delegates [a 21 years. But it's unbossed
young Americs.
American Youth Congress is againat war.
What's wrong about that? All of us nre against it,
even though the showdown between civilization
may shove ua inta it for our cwn

EE

Aﬂwmiu years many ywn;lhrl: haven't had
joba o Lemporary emplayment often
cruelly caleulated to keep wages low, Now thers
is much patriotie binbhing -houtmuu kida
In war. The AYC saya the b that; If
& old folks can't ﬂﬂ:‘ldﬂl any fob ather than the
Job of eatehing s leaden slug In the belly, tha
youngaters will dao It themaelves.
‘tha
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July 22, 190

My dear Jose: t’“'-\“"‘“

I shall be delighted to ses you and Vivien,
but unfortunately I will be away on the 27th for the
day and night. If you and Vivien cc:'ld coms on the
E&hhlnthurlyaﬂnrmnnﬂap-ﬂhhiuﬁt, I
should be delighted to see you, or if that is not
convenient, I will be bome on Sunday, tie 28th, around
luncheon time and wuld lova to have you come Sunday
for a smim and lusch, and to spend the night if you
care to.

Cordially yours,

{)u_i_,ﬁ é -

oy,

T:0




- American Youth Congness of Chicags

July 19, 194%

Dear Urs, Roosevelti-

Tried unsuccessfully to reach you last nirht,
Wanted to say hello and arrange to talk with ¥ou coni,

I chall be in Wichizan gnd Chio next week on
the way to llew York. Viv and I will be going to Comnecticut to
stay vith my folke and celebrate rome birthdeys on the S6th, Ve
wonder if you will be 4n Iide Park on Saturdey, the 27th, snd
whether we could come up for the day.

Both of us hope very mch that this will be
possible. Ve'll be collecting mall at my spartment, 47 Bast 9th
St., Yew York, end will hepe to hear from you thers,

—

Cordially, /

Gt

Ure, Eleanor Hogsevelt
Eyde Park, N.¥s«

lack Fishbsln, Chalrmon

Wi
e pmes by e Bt Vst

Halen Bayoar, President, Palish
Amarican Youth Leogue of Chicoge

Frasideni, Larralne Major, President, i
- Chicoge Youth Councll NAACP, Industrial Girls, Y. W.C.A, Ken Born, Regional Direclor, AS.0,
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Hen, Esbert H. Jeskeen / Y Y

Depertanmt of Justi )
-i.la'i-,.:.ﬂ. i #{Q,Q

Dosr Mr. Jeakson;-

Friends and relstives heve told me theh FAprasanb=
thives of your Department hev~ come to them and have ssked them whather
I was bern in Russiae,

These whe are Hepubliosng revelled in this preef of
ineptness, ineffisleney mnd extrevegees. The othars wondered whothesr
Jour sgsats had nething mer~ lapertmt to de. :

Sinse my mame is in the Now York telephone book md
I have an offise ot 8§ Wead 40th 54, in New Tork, it would heve beam
somparatively simple for yowr agents to disoover whether or not I was
born in Russis dirsetly fron me,

Oould you pleass tell me whether your Dapartmmt is
truly overstaffed end your mea hevs nething better to dot Is 1% alm
true that the Iu Klux Klmm, the Asseslsted Farmers and s hundred other
vigilente groups indulging in terrorism heve res-ived ne sttantion
from your Departaentt?

1 should alm 1ike to know hew much your Dapartmeot
pays agents for thelr werk of discovaring whather oitissns wers bera
in Bussis wnd Af there are say openings at the preagent time, Thara
m-uﬁnrmdlll-mmhwnm“hﬂlm“-
eapable of sush investigatioa, Parhaps your Da %t sould s+t them
o work dlssovaring how many of the cther 128 liom residents were
born in Russis,

Leokiag forward to your prompt reply, I sa
Very Truly Yowrs,

Jesoph Oadden
8 Wark 40th “I. New T‘I“. LY,
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A”F”Et ?3' 1‘14{}
E B. Walton A 1T
Chicago, I13

Dear lkirs. Rousevelt :

Joe has to speak at the
Methodist Youth conference in Indiana on
Tuesday so I'm afraid we're not going to he
able to be in Washigton for Aubrey Williams!
meeting. We should have loved to come to
the White House on Sunday and thanls so

much for asking us., I imagine Frances will
be at the meeting.

Yie're coming east on
about the S5th (this timge to get settlen

down we hope!) and 1 hope we can see you
then.

Love,

0:.-3]‘-_.
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THE CREED CF THE/AMERICAN YOUTH CCFGRESS ﬁmssm BY THE SURATE

[ dedieate myself t~ the service ~f my cruntry and mankind.

I #ill uphnld the American ideal which is the demecratic way of life.

1 will help assure its brunty t~ all races, ~resds and c~lers,

I #ill maintain my country, frunded by men and wrmen whe srught a land
whara they could wWorship Gad in thelr ewn woy, a5 a haven af the free consclence
and the religicus spirit.

I will safeguard the heritags of industrisl develenment, technical skill,
natural rescurce and culture which has made my country the inspiratirn fer the
youth nf all lands, and I will use whotever talents [ have tn add te that
haritage.

I will be a social pirneer helping to frrge new tenls Tor an era in which
educaticn, the chance tr nake a decent living, the rporrtunity for health,
recreaticn and culture will assure the fullest devel~pment to all,

I will respeet and defend the Crnstitutien, kaystne nf American liberties.
I will seek progress cnly within the framewsrle nf the Amoricen system of gevern—
ment which is founded nn the principle that all palitical pewer is inherent
in the perple, and I cppose nj._} undewccratic tendencies and all ferms ~f
dictatrrship.

I W1ll'halp make the United Stutes a frice Tor peace and pledge that my
patriotism will net be at the expense ~f nther pe~ples and natieras, but rne
that will'nantrihuze‘tnltha bretherhrod of man.

I will nnt permit roce prejudice, religinus intrlerance, rr class hatred
tn divide me from ~ther yrung peeple, I will werk for the unity of my genera-
tinn and place that united strength mt the service ~f my country, which I will
defand sgainst all cnemies.

I pledge allegiance t~ the Flag ~f the United States cf America and te the
Republic for which it stands, ~ne Mation indivisible with literty and justice

frr ill.




From Mary Jeanne Mckay »wi Mot
FOR' HELZASE TUESDAY, July 4th

tamn

We who are oppesed to all dictatorships, whother they be communist, foscist
or nazl, voted for the Croed which was adopted yesterdsy expreseing falth in
democracy and opposition to all forma of dictatorshlp. Wo voted against the re-
solution which expressed opposition to comruniom, fascism and naziam, and which
at the same time sought to expol from the Congress all porecms labeled by theasn
torms.

Wo d4id this for two Teasong;

l. We are opposed to any effort te expel anyone from the Congress no master
whether he be labeled communist, fascist or nazi, The object of the Congress is
to bring young people togather, to let them talk thinge through in the dmerican
®ay, and not to split them apart into warring groups, Wa, therefore, opposed
any resolution which had as its ebject the expulaion of any groups whatsoover,

2. The persons sponsoring the rosolution wars revealod, durlng the long and
democratic discuselon, to be persons wha cape with the sole and chvilous intent
to disrupt the Congress. They threatened the Congress, both on the fleor and in
the press, with dire consequences if it failed to pess the resclution, They got
City Councilmen, dssemblymen and other outside adults to try to stampede us into
voting to break up the unity of youth, Wo rofused te vote for any such resslut ion,
espoclally under duress and threat,

To make our position perfectly elear, therefore, we are introdus ing the follow-
ing resolution in the Congrens:

EESOLUTION

Whoreaa, the imerican Youth is devoted to the principles of trus domocracy and
the great constitutional frosdoms of speech, of pross and of assembly,

Be it rovealed that this Congress of Youth record ite oprooition to all farms
of dictatorship, rogardloss of whother they be communist, fascist, nazi or any
othor type;

That this Congross nccord full froodom of epeech and discuseion to all
Feople regardless of raca, eroed, religlon, or politieal labol, whethor Ropublican,
Democratic, Secialist, Communint, Fnscist, or any othor; and

That this Congress be opon, in all its activitics and its gntherings, to all
persons, regardless of race, creod, religlon or pelitical labol, who are willing
to abide by the principles of demooratic procedura,

Signod: (Personal capacity)

Mary Jeanne McKay Molly Yard

Jases B, Carey Bobert 0., Spivack
Frances M. Williass . Ephriass Kahn
Harricot IMckona




Septenber 20, 19,0

Dear Joe:

I am sending you a part of & letter
which came to me from a friend to whom I sent
the apneal about obbs, etz, Since I told rou
I sent 80 & one & clisck ror thla czse, 1 thourht
Jou should see the answer.

Very ulm.-nra]g: yours,

kr. Joe Cadden
AXC
8 d. LOth 3t., NYC
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