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Hy dear Joe:

I telephoned Ur. Cormody yesterday to £ind
that he hges not yet found a place for you

1n which to meAt, but he hag 2 men reolly

hunting for one end £t1ll hopee to Be Buc-
cereful.

If he 18 not esucceseful, vould vou cons=ider
uelng some hotel” I know there are ooma
that sllow inter-raclel meetinge. Of couree,
1 realize that this vould curtsil the slze

of your mestinge, but 1t micht meke ltamll
the more reoreeentative and voluable brcauee
of the poseibllity of freer dlscugslon.

I have Adecided t at 1t would be lmposeible

for me to speak Tor your group without
taolying a eponeorship of the attltude of

the AYC, ond se I conrlder thet attitude a8
111ustrated recently by your wire to the
London group, ie renlly glvine prtrrmely

noor leasdership to the youth of Amerles, I

‘a not faerl thot I should epeak to any pother-
ine of tha Youth Congrese.

I recognize entirely your right snd the
right of the Conreee to hold any oninlen
snA to advoeate ony position »hich they hold,
but vhen I digneree, and think 1t 1c ae lmpor-
tant na I do in thie coee, I muset guard
agalnet sny mizundrretanding of sy own poel-
tion. Thie posltion has nothing pereonsl
in it in regard to sny of you snd I hope I
ghell eee you very soon, and I hope %to aeme
both Jack nnd Frances when they are in Wash-
ington. B
Uy love to Vivien,a

Affectionately,




e

January 26, 15941

My dear Joe: _ !

I realize that it 18 very expensalve to pay
$500 for Turner's Arena, but non-governme

groups ordlnarily Ao pay rent when they mes
here. J

I think you had bstter go at onces to the
Distriot Commlesloners sbout the gueatlon of
the bleschers being safe, but the Commisslonera
are gsupposed to make sure that any hall whicgh
is rented is safe in every phyaical way.

The administration will, of course, teke no A
action whateosver ae regarde the departmental
audlitorium. That will ba left entirely to
tha sdminlstrator in whose ohn;r the audiy-
orium is, and he will act eocording to his own
best jJudgmant. 5

Very cordially yours,

m innph ﬂgﬂll
riecan Youth Congrecs
807 - 15th Street, WLUW.

¥Washington, D.C. ) h T




people in the admimistration, but
has never been “an attitude™ taken by
the sdsinistratien.

Yory sincerely yours,

Mr. Joe Caddan
Ameriean Youth Con:ress
807 Fifteenth 5t.
Washington, D.C,
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fhunks for your su/ estlon about chacking "
with the District Comnlssloners, whichi i will certolnly do,
about the Arena.

<
7,

Lear Mrs. Hoosevelt:-

I feel that I must comment sgain on! your
statement that non-governmental groups ordinarlly do pay réut.
1t is not that 1 want to continue an uniecessury debate but
I do think it important to make our posivion clears

g’ v oé-;-
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I feel thut the previous pollicy of allowling
organizetions to meet in the pepartmental Audlitorlum was the
correct one, since it 1s a public building. Along with tha
legro Congreas, the Lomen's Livialon of the Lemocratic Perty
and many other private orzanizations, we did previously meet

G e & 5y
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N without paying rent (we did pay expenses]. Thls 1a gartainly
| \.“‘Q logical and a poliey pgencrally pursucd throu liout the country,
2 = whers we have held meetlngs in elty-ouned ouditoriums, atate
= capltols, and munlcipal bulldings.
- ¢
oo ne change of poliey was perhaps reached

by lr. Carmody but we feel that it 1la the result of the change
of attitude by the Administration toward the Youth Congresa
—as well as the gencral change of poliecy on thié part of the
administration sinece the beginning of the Iuropean waTe

!

-2 ta ere sorry thel the Administration 1is
adamant about our use of the Auditorium. This attitude coes
fiot lacresse the fesling among youns pecple that we huve a
Zovernment of, by and for the people.

In fact, this inclident plus the Jla=Crow £ wa
polley pursued by the Adminlatration durlng the inau_uration
{mﬂnﬁartir:.ulhr the Jim-Crow ¥4 contingent in the parade) e
has de it ilncreasingly difileult for the Youth Longresa )

e leaders to pepsinde young people thot our Constitutlon has
{ real meEnings

b

Cordially jyours,

(-
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Jamuary 31, 1941

Dear Joe:

I shall be away on Fauruary 7,
but, in any cass, would mot go to Lhe
mesting as I know in sdvance the whews

Very oincerely yours,

Letter enclosed from John UW. Carmody about the
available auditoriums for the Youth Congress meeting.

Mr. Joseph Cadden
American Youth Congress
907 = 15th St., N.4.
Tash., L.C.
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelti-

On February 7th at 8 p.m. in Turrer's Arena, the Tashington
Touth Council,along with other local organi s+ 18 sponsoring a Public
Cpen Hearing on M.R.177% as a protest Eglih; the refusal of the Houss Committes
on Ferelgn Affairs to hear the tastbmony of ‘any youth or poace organizations
on this Bill, This meeting will also be a walcome to the dolagates to the
Town Meeting of Youth, many of whom will arrive in town on Friday,

A1l membors of the Senate and House Committess on Foreign
Affairs have been invited to attand and to hear the views of organizations
vhich have been denied a hearing, We cordially invite you to jein usat
this meeting and in this way £ protest againat the undemoeratis methods
amployed by the House Committes.

We are certein that you cannot condone the action of
the House Committes on Forelgn Affaira in their refusal to hear the epinions
not otherwise expressed, mamely thosas Eroups who are opposed to the Bill as
"a measure for the establishment of dictatorship" and * as an act of war',
“hether or not you are perscnally in agresment with this viewpoint, we are
confident that you will help defend the right of all views to be axpresssd
and therefore hope very much that you will be abls to attend the February

Tth Hearing.
Simgeraly
L
= Mra, Franklin D. Roosavelt
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[ear Joe:

I saw your statesent in the papers
- -and think it was falr and kind,.

Of couras I ou jwrsonally Jdesply
eorry that 1 ind gysell In clsspressont with s
youy mut I am afrald 1 will not be with you in
public wayu becsuse Loth of us sees very well
&ble to stlek Lo the things we bellove in,

Very sincerely yours,

il

Mr, Joseph Cadden
907 - 15th St., N.i.
Wash., U.C, DU
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Dear Mra. Rocsevelts—

The press has been insisting on an explanation
‘fras us about your absence from the Town Yaeting program ard our
failura to obtaln the use of the Departmental Auditorium this yoar,

I hawe therefore prepared and issusd the snolossd
statemant,; explairing the differences which exist in our visws on
current affalrs. Knowing that if no statesment wars made, some of tha
proass would malke oma up, I thought it wise to give them a full story.

Ve are all of cgurse hopaful that the time will
soon coma when you will onece more in agreszant with the program
of the Youth Congress and will again feel abls to participats in
our disoussions.

Hlra, Eleanocr Rocsevalt
Tha Whita House
Washington, D.C. .
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

American Touth Congress | Jormary 31, 1941
HN}HH York Avenus
Reoublie £107 =

Statement by Joseph Cadlen, Exscutive Secretary of the
hmerican Youth Congress

On February 7, 8, and 9th, three thousand young pecple will come

tb Washington for a "Town Meeting of Youth" to express thelr views on

the lend-lease bill which the Cabinet of the American Youth Congress
has called "a more deathly and certain path to plowing under every
fourth boy than the Morgan war-loans ef 1917.° These young people uii.l
voice their concern for the welfare of conscripts, for winning jobs
and training furLi].l youtnwand for defending civil liberties.

Certain questions have been addressed to us with regard to the
Town Meeting. Is Mrs, FAoosevelt golng to speak? Why won't the Town
Meating be held in the Department of labor Auditorium as it has been . r
in past years? ;

Wa feel that the public should have all the fagts before them
concerning the basis upon which the Youth Congress cecperates with
Amy group Oor person. e

The Youth Congress is ready, as always, to work with any group
or person who agrees with even one point in its program, whother that
point be oppesition to the poll-tax, extensicn of jeb and education
uppn_rtunj.ti.ﬂa for youth, or fighting for peace, ;

We stand ready to ccoperate with any crganization or individual,
including Mrs, Rodsevelt, on any objective which furthers the welfare
of youth, and our peace and democratic liberties. Our relationsnip

with all groups lnd individuals is determined by these considerations.




Insofar as we are concerned our p:l:_iw is umﬂyﬁn same as it has alwaya Been.

For example, knowing that Mrs. Roosevelt has been a friend of youth and an
advocate of democratic procedure we have asked her to be present at the opening
sesaion of the Town Meeting on February 7th, which will be an open hearing on the’
lend-lesse bill where y‘luw people who were denied the right to testify before the
House Cosmittee on Moreign Affairs will express their views: We feel sure that
Mrs. Rooscvelt cannot condono the refusal of the House Committee to hear groups
guch os the American Youth Eﬁngreaa who are opposed to the Bill as "a measure for
the establishment of military dictatorship and as an act of war." We are sure
that Mre. Foosevelt will want to- join with us in protest against railroading a
measure of such importance through Congress without giving hundreds of youth, trade
union and church organizations an opportunity to be heard.

In July, 1939, thu Awerican Youth Congress adepted o Creed which said, "We
will oppose all undemocratic tendencies and all forms of dictatorship." Mra.
Roosevelt ( in a snecch to the Youth Congress ) said that she was "very propd®
that we had pdoptsd this Creed and that "nothing finer has come ovut of any organiza-—
tion or group." Having praiscd our Croed so highly we might heve cxpected that
Mrs. Boosevelt would join us 1:1';1.1.1:11:: opposition to this dictatorial lend-lease
bill.

Ve regret that Mra, Roopevelt did not ogree with the organized church, labor
and youth movements on & number of lissues, the most crucial of which was conserip—
tion, .

The Youth Congress has traditionally been opposid to all types of regimenta-
tion of young people. Therefore, it naturally wes opposed to the passage of the
jurke-Wadsworth Bill. We were, of coursc, surpriscd when Mrs. Roosevelt called
‘he oppesition of young people to the introduction of poaco-time conscription

‘ciap-traph.




The American Youth Congress is firmly opposed to ary proposals
for forced labor, Mrs: Roosevelt in her eolusns and in recent apesches
has qdvopl.t.ad & year of compulsory ll,bur:'fnr every young perscn, boy
or girl, We are deeply sorry that she no longer believes with us that
"the first line of defenses of our country is a ftee, unregimented and
happy youth, guaranteed the right to education, vocational treining
and joba" (6th A,Y.C. Resolution, July, 1540).

Mrs, Roosevelt was invited to spoak to the Town Meeting not only
because the youth desire to hesr her views on public affairs but also
because those of us who have had the privilege of knowing her personally
have the highest regard and affection for her.

That she has not accepted our invitation is undoubtedly due to
thu]. fact that she does not want to ssscciate herself with our oppasition
to the lend-leasc bill and to utht:r‘ mcasures which we believe are lead-
ing this country decper into the war abroad snd dictatorship at homa.

Desiring to afford an epportunity for all opindons to be expressed,
the Youth Congress invited the most able spokesmen avallable, President
Roosevelt, Sidney Hilluen and Faul McMutt, particularly to explain and =
deford the Administration's advocacy of the lend-lease bill, of ex-
tonding centracts to labor law violators, and the prevailing diserimi-
nation against Hegroes in the defense industrica. We aroc sure that
young people will be interestid to learn that not a single leading
npokamg of the Adninistration is desirous of putting its policies
to the test of free discussion before this natlonwlde Town Moeting of

Youth,

We are proud of the close collaboration we have been able to
-

!
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develop with the trade union movement and particularly with the C.I.0.

| which at its recent convention endorsed the American Yeuth At which
we sponsor. Heid Robinson, vice-president of the C,I.0, and presi-
dent of the Mine, K411 and Smelter Workers of America as well as miny
other preminent mationsl and local trade union representatives will ad-
dress ‘this nutil.ng .n:l.‘ 3,000 youthful trade unionists, as well as repres-

entatives of the Y's, the church organizations, the student groupa anf
farm organizations,
< The Town Meoting will not, as in the past, be held in the Labor

Auditorium: We are teld that new regulations governing the uge of this
public building restricts its use to government and povernment spon- |
sored agencies: We cannot but feel that this is & shocking denial of ]

i the right to free asscmblage, particularly because our nation's capl-
tal offers no olher adequate facilities for mocting which both Negro
and white people attend, The denisl of our right to meet in the Audi-
forium inevitably condoncs the rank diserimination‘and jim-crow that
make a mockery of our Constitution in the Mation's capltal,
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My dear Mr, Osdden:

I am in recsipt of your multigraphed letter of May 5th
and your more persenal one of May Sth, At the same time, I
received a olipping of a letter appearing in the "Daily Worker®.
Many ef the things sald in this clipping and in your form letter
are similar, It is wery curlous to me that this happsns sc often
and I am anxicus to draw it to your attentiom.

Wow, I should 1ike to take up the first point im your
form letter. Tou suggest that I hawe in mind, threugh the oon-
soriptien of girls for ons year of servics snd trelning in their
own oemmunities, the formation of "labor battalicms destroyisg
the standards of work shich the labor movement has achieved,
eralaving a large seotion of the pecple, so that thelr laber
may prop up & tottaring economlc systaa®.

1 should like to ask what seonomio system you have in
mind to establish? ¥hy do you think that glving young girls fer
one year an opportunity to train im a variety of ways, which will
valuabls to them either in thair own homs-saking or in samming
hnmuwwuhﬂlnﬂhhlmd labor?
md ledging should be pald during this treining perlied.
d be no compatition with labor, as whatever they did weuld
treining for a futurs jobj bub their work might improve certain
rvices whidh mre now being insdequately dons, becams
of the fact that full staffing is not always possible.

This is prectically what you are trying to schlewe through
your Touth Aet, though im that you demand that unicn wages shall be
mid, This is not even dons, howewer, in undenised industry during
the paricd ef apprentissship, sad this is & pericd of apprenticeship
to all intents and purpeses,

- g
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I wrote =y artlele in the hope that many peopls in this
country would bagin %o think of possibllities for training snd for
improving scasuniiy services. I did not sxpect that mv idaa wuld ba
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4 T think that 1t should be, T did hepe

scospted as & whols, nor dit.r;r Yiiht begin to think on these two points, |

that the people 1n the coun
i

LS

The Assrican TYouth Aot is not likely to pass, and though I
have besn glad to mes you workdng for it, becsuss it has made
consolous of the needs of youth, I would not wots for it if I were in

Congress;, without sany changes,

I kmow only too well the failures of our public school system, L
probably better than most of you do, I know the faillures in our "
Demcoragy. 1 have never avolded the problem of mesting any of these
failures, I probably know more about the efforts made to do so, angd
have done more work on most of the things which hawe bean suggested
during the last thirty years, MﬂﬂMlﬂ“m now,

When you say, "Doubtless the reason you are now conosrning
yourself about girls in this age group is because they are old sncugh
and strong enough to do productive work, ete.", I can not balisve that
you are sericus, Tou know that you are twisting faocts and sssuaing much
that is not either in my mind or in what I wrota. There are many jobe
ordinarily filled by men that women will fill in the future alse. It is
trus that in the pressnt ssergency it may be necessary for mseman to take
Jobs which they might not have taken at other timas.

It is L2W% aleo that thers may ccms & time,-perhaps not now, ner
this ywar, nor next— but a time whan our pecple may be called upon to
defend thalr rights outaide their own ccuntry as well as within it,

I doubt wery much 4f the members of the cabinet of the Ameriocan Touth
Congress, who drafted this letter, are repressntative of the average

Amsrican citisen. Should the day ever oome whan cur ccuntry saks for

defense anyshere, I osn hardly beliswe that sven you would refuse.

As you well mow, I have always thought that the Wational Youth
Mainistration should continue its work and extend it, I haw always
worked and will ocontinus to work in cooparation with them,

I am not working with the American Teuth Congress for the
reascn which I have stated to you several times, nassly, trat I
woider your attituds on the forelgn policy of this country injurious
© youth and to the nation. I ocan not work with you becsuss I should
bereby sesa to condone your attituds. None of the things whiech you
ad I wish to ses done in the Unitdd States of Amsrica will sver be
waible to achieve in a world whare either Hitler's nasiss or Stalin's

wmunien is & dominant fores.
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I have worked and will continus to work for the pressrvatio
of lsbor standards. .

I beliave I ses ays %o eys with the majority of real
Amerigans who love thelr oountry and whose leyaliy to thelr eountry
can not be guastionsd,

Tou say you speak for the Amerisan people, I do oot agres
with you, for nome of you has beesn electad o office by even & small
portioa ef the Amsrisan peopls. Neither have 1 and, therefors, I do
mt claim to speak for the Amsrisan pacpls. I pisply olaim to speak
for myself, and with those of my fellow cltisens whom I believe are
honastly intersated in pressrving Demoersoy.

I did met suggeed in my articls that the idea of
gonsoription of girls be referrsd to a reforendum of the peeple.
Such things are daacided by Congressphich represants the people .

I shoald liks to point cut ta you that thers are, in our
Constitution, oertain powers which are given to the sxsoutive branch
of the gpovernment, and sertain powers which are given to Congress,
and our governmsnt has funotionsd in the past few months, s 1t has
always funotioned, under that Constitution. Whataver has been dane
has been dons in strict acocrdance with the rights and powsra piven
in i%.

I had no ides in writing my artliols that I was writing it
for girls who are idle. Thers may be scas who 1dle, but I wrote
for girls of variouw ages who might desire to R’I year of tralning
and &t the same time render servics to thelr comsunities. You yoarsalf
suggest various ways in which thay oould be used.

Thers is a rapidly decressing muabsr of unamployed young
E:::hﬂmu.uhnhnﬂumntﬁinpmmmrnhnn
uslng

In your more personal letter to me you suggest that the
officers of the Amsrigan Youth Congrsss would like sn opportunity
to talk wth ma about my artiocls, Sinos you have written me so fally
sbout 1%, and I have answered you quite fully, I ocan ses littls to
be gained,and much less of time for both of us in sush = mssting.

I happen to realiss that this i & time of orisis and
Abat one should use one's time as constructively as possible,
aceording to one's sbilities, Walking up and down wi th banners




time you think you nesd and mest

you elther in Washington or in Kew Tork City, whichever 13 more
convenlent, on a day when I am fres, Howaver, if you are in the
sams frame of mind as when you wrots to me, I can not mes that

anything will be gained. :

Very sincerely yours,

Ur. Joseph Cadden
hmarican Yeuth Congress
907 15th Street
Washington,D.C.
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My dear Mr. Cadden:
I am-in receipt of your multigrached letter of Mny 5th
and your more# persanal one of May &th. At the game time, I

recelved a clippilng of a letter apnearine in the "Dally Worker"

Many of the thinges sald in thle cllipgplng and in your form /ﬂ

letter are aimilar. It is very curious to me that thle
happens so often end I am sanxlous to draw 1t to your attentlon.

No# I should llke to take un the first point in ruurdﬂ
form letter. You auggert that I have in mind, through the
gonseription of pirle for one year of service and tralning in
thelr own communities, the formation of "labor battallons
destroying the Atendarde of work uhinh the labor movemnent hae
achlieved, enslaving s large sectlon of the people, B0 that
their labor may prop up & totterinc economic eyetem.®

I Rhould 1like to nsk what economic system you have in

.mind to establish? Why do yeou think that riving young pirls

for one year, en oprortunity to train in ¢ varlety of ways,
which willl be waluable to them elther in thelr own home maklng
or in earning a living, wouldl in any way interfere with the
atandeards of labor? Thelr board and l-dging should be
pald Aurine thin praining perlod. There would be no competition
with labor, aa whntever they did would be tralning for a future
«Job, but thelr work might improve certaln community rervices
whlch are now being inadequately done, because cof the fact
that full staffing ie net always possible.

This is practically what you are trying to achlieve through
your Youth Act, though in that you demand that unlon wages shall

be paid. This is not even done, howewver, in unionis=s =
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during the period of apprenticerhin, and this is a period
of anprenticeship to nii intents nnd purposes.

I wrote my article in the hope that many1nﬂaplu in this
uuuntry; would begin to think of ﬁauﬁihilitiea for tralning
and for 1mpruviné community anf}icna. I 444 not expect
that my ides would be nccepted s a whele, nor di I think
that 1t sahould be. I 441 hope that the people Ln'the country
might begin to think on these two pointe,

The American Youth Act ls not likely to pmras, and
though I have been glad to see ynq_Wﬂrkiqg for it because 1t
has made people conseclous of the ;eeéa of vouzh, I would not
vote for it Af I were in Congress without many changea.

I know only tooc well the familures of our public school
gystem, probably better then most of you do. i knaw the
fallures in our Democracy. I have never avolded the oroblem
of meeting any of these fallures. I probably knnw.mure sbout
the efforte made to do so, and have done more Work on moft
of the things which have been sugmested during the last
thirty yeara, then any of you ere doing now.

When you Eay: "Doubtless the reanon you Are now

concerning yourself mbout girls in thls rge group l8 becaure

A
they are old enough end etrong encugh to do productive work,etc.,

I can not belleve that you are serloup, You know that you
are twisting focts and sesuming much thet in not either in
my mind or in what I wWrote. There are mony jobe erdinarily
f1lled by men, that women will fill in the future alro. It
i8 true that in the present emergency, 1t moy be necesassry

“ for women to take jobs which ther micht not howe taken at

&

i el
other tlmea. Inaddlssan 4t L& tru!‘thpt there may come

|
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A time, perhana not now, nor thia year, -ner next, but a time
i when our ne-ple may be cealled unonlta defend thelr rights out-

side thelr own country as well ns within ih. I doubt very

mueh Af the members of the cebinet of the Américan ﬁbuth'

Cengresa, who drnftcﬁ this letter, are repreosntative ol the
average Amarliﬂn citizen. éhau}n the day ever ;nmn when ﬁur
country asks for dafenkr anyvhere, I can harilly helleve that
even you would refuse, e b

A you wall-know, I have always thought theat the Natlonal

| IYuuth Admini=tration should continwe ite werk ~nd extend 1t.
5 I have alvpys worked and will sentinue to work in cooperation
with them.

I am not working with the Amerlcan Youth Congrese for
the reason which I have atated to vou several times, namely,
that I conelder your attitude on the foreign polley of this
country, injurloue to youth and to the natlon. I cAn not work
with you beceuse I ahould thereby seem teo condons wour attitude.
Mone of the things whlnﬁ you snd I wish to eee done in the
United Btates of America, will aver be posaiole to achlieve in
8 world where elither Hitler's naxlsm or S8talin's cemmunism is a
dominant force.

I have worked and 'n;‘ll.l continue Lo work for _tEP prefgrva-
tlon .of lsbor standards.

I believe I see eye to eye with the mnjority of real
Americans who love their country end whose loyslty to thelr

country can not be queetiloned.

You say 'vou speak for the American people.. I do not 4
fe ¥ | poe
agree with you, for none of you has been elected by nven<u11




portion of the Americen people . ?eithur nave I, and therefore,
1 4% not cleim to epeank Tor the American DEQﬂlFl I aimoly
claim to speak Tor myeelf, and with these of my fellow cltlzens
whom I belleve are honestly interssted in preserving Democracy.
T did not suggest in my artiegle that the idea’ of conseription
of girls be referred to a referendum of the people. Buch thinge I
decided -
are paassdxen by Congress which reoreasnta the peonle.
T should like to point out to you tiuet there are, in our
Conetitutien, certain powers which are glven to the Executive
branch of -the énvarnment, and certaln powers which sre given to
Congress and cur Edﬁernment hns functioned in the part few months,
as it hans alwayse functlioned, under tont Constitution snd whetever
L8 been done, has been done in etrict accordence with the
rights and powers plven in it.
I Wad no idea in writing my article that I wes wrlting
it for glrls whe are idle. There may De Bome wWho are idle, but
1 wrote for girle of veariou oages who mipht desires to glve
a year of training and at the same time to render service to
thelr communities. ° You yoursell guggeat varlous wAys in
¥hich they could be usad,
There i= e rapldly decréesing number of ruRXXERERIR
young people
unegployed/and you will have tu‘revlan some of the I'igures
which you have been using. . —- =
In }uur more personal letter to me you suggest that the
ofricar; of the American Youth Congress would 1ike an ocppor-
tunity to talk with me abu;t my article. S8ince you have
written me 8o fully sbout it, snd 1 have nnewered you qulte i
fully, I can see little to be gained, and much loap of time 4

for both of us in such a meeting.

1
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I happen to realire that this 18 o time of crisle
and that cne should usee one's time as constructively 'as posslble,

according to one's abilities. Walking up and down i b

banners; attacking people whom you know culte well to be uinu;ra
(even if you do not ngree with thum?.'in'n way whieh is not
+alnuara, geeme to me a waate of time. I can not belleve

that any of you actually belleve moch of what you wrote 1n

your form letter.

' . I cam never be angry wlth vou beceure of my rnersonal
regard for thoee of you whom I know. I am deeéply regretful
that you do not use your abllity more conetructively and
independently. I can see nothing to be gained by our
meeting, elther indiviiually or collectively. Ir, however,
¥ou wieh to bring a group to talk with me, I will give you
what time ?Sh think vou need and meet you elther fn Washington

S or in New York City, whiehnv&r is mere convenient, on a day
when I nm free, However, if vou are in the same frame of
mind as when you wrote to me, I can not see that anything

will be galned. !
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Uire. Eleanor Hoosevelt 2&.‘ .
= The White Houss |
Weshington, D.0.
Dear Mra. Roosavelt:
] The subject of your recent articla in tha

Ladien Home Journal was discusnsd at our lmst Cab-
inet meeting and our attituds toward the guestion
in deseribed in the enclosed letter.

1 ¥e are very nuxicus to have an opportunity

| | to talk with you about this and wonder whether mt an
early date, officers of the American Youth Congrese
can meet with you.

—~ Wo have besn reading pabout your trip to the
West Coast and your seetinge with students there and
1 mm very anxious to hear what your experiences have
been., Viv and I will be in Washington for a few
weakn and hops very such that we will sse you to have

a talk.
Very sincerely yours,
@ﬁcﬂuﬂnn
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Hrs. Elsanor Roosevelt
The White Houss
Washington, D.0.

Dear Mre. REoosevelt:

Tes, Mre. Roomewaelt, you are right.
heard of the proposal to conmcript glrls

3o FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK
May 5, 1941 o MU ey suee G

Millions of young people who have
in your recent article "Defense and

Girle”, do indesd "claim that thle is & Pascinst or Maszl schems lapding ua
etraight to the system of German work camps.

These Aserican young pecple know full well that the basis for the Hasl
system is cheap, forced labor. They know that the first ustep toward establish-
ment of & Nazl or Fasclet type government i1s the regluentation af youth inte
labor battalions, destroylog the standards of work which the labor movement
bas achieved, enslaving a largs section of the people so that their laber

=ay prop up a totterlng economic system.
industrialist friends 4i4 in Germany,

Yoo, that is what Hitler and hig

But young Averica will not allow itsslf to be enalaved. We have learnsd
our Thomas Jeffersan better than some of cur older friends who uae his naze
in valn. We know full well - an we have atated so zany tlmes in so many different
ways = that the democrasy of Thomas Jefferscn, tha dezceracy we are working
for is & syste= in which a free people achieve soourity by the work they do

of thelr free will,

Thomas Jefferson believed that all children had an equal right to a free

education. You fall to tell your readers

that 700,000 children drop out of

public schools ench yenr because their fa=ilies ean't afford the books or
lunches gr clothes or carfare; that one-third of the grade school population
naver éee the inside of a school becsuse facilitiss do not exist: This is
the age=group Jeffarson was talking about. And young peopla, many of thas

under the banner of the Amsrican Touth Oo
out to mchisve the program of free public sducation which Jefferson promoted,

agrens, are working year in mand year

Tou have avoided the problem of meeting this need, and instend have addresssd
yourself to supporting a progras of servitude for older youth,- girle who have
apparently left school, elthar because they havae graduated or basause adequate
facilities fon thelr contimued study do not exiet. Thus you have deliberantely
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sbaoured the fmct that there im no comparison between the offering of education-
al opportunities to children and the gonscription of young edult employable
womén for forced labor.

Undoubtedly the resson you are now concerning yourself about girle in
this nge group is becauss they are old enough and strong enough to do productive
work. You yourself state that you wish young women to be traized to step
into Ya job ordiparily filled by & man®. You do NOT etate why tha man would
‘te abssnt from his Jjob. Would it be because he would be pert of another AEF
in South America, Burope or the Far East? BSloee nelther io private irndustry
nor in any Government work can girle fipd uwseful work asd earz & living today,
consaription for war is an obvious answer. It was an answer for Hitler.

Put it is not the answer for American youth. They have long sicce proposed,
through the American Youth Act, a desoratically-directed Federsl youth program
to mest the needs of idle young peoples — boys and girle. They have long
singe rejected Hitler's answer of forced labor at slave wages which are glven
grudgingly %o keep the bodies alive for more work. They have long since re—
jeated the Nagl-Fasclet program of war and forced labor to solve the problem
of unszployment. .

Tot this soems to be the progrnm of the pressnt Adsinistration. And you
have acoepted this progras. Is fasct, you are now eagaged in propoting an
extension of this program = conscription for glrle.

You no longer sgree that the National Youth Administration be extendsd
to give girls who desire it an opportunity for tralning in the soclal sarvices,
in hospital work, or in heme economice. Tale type of soclally-useful program
has been mbandoned by the present NYA. The NYA has besn turned over to Lladustry
and the Army as a production organizatlon, a part of the war machine.

If you are sincers in wanting soclally-useful training offered to glrle,
why are you no longer flghting as you once did - side by side with the American
Touth Congress - for the passage of the Youth Act and the achievement of an
sxtended NTA deosigned to meet the needs of youth?

You have abandoned that fight apparently because you now ses 6ye to eys
with that tiny sinority in our gountry anxioue for a systes of cheap, forosd
isbor which could be used to break strikes amd to lower the work standards
achisved by the labor movement. This ls the same minority which mesks to
sstablish a fasclet Aserlom, taking from the pecple thelr Bill of Eighte.

This is the minority which imcludes ezployers who want workers to slave at
gub-standard subsistence wges. This is ths group which has besn talking about
conseripting girls for a lomg time, ever since they began the campalgn to
consoript boye.

Apparently you are mow on their side. The American peopls opposs their
prograz, are determined to defeat thelr ambitlons and to attaln an America
whare thare is security, where there im full democracy, where the righte of
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labor as well ans the righte of youth are realized; an America where there
is opportunity for work for all at a high standard = not $21 per monmthe

You pretend im your article that ghis importent guestion will be decid-
cd by n referendum of the people, Yet you must be aware of the fact that
such an izportant step as lending over-uge destroyers to Jrent Eritsin asnd
other steps toward war were not even decided by Comgress, much less the
people as n wholae,

Your article is supposedly written as an anewer to the meeds of girls’
of 19 who are idle. Why are they idle? Are they 1dle because they wanted
a fuller education and there are no facllities? Are they idle because thoy
wanted a Job and couldn't find onal

We still nesd thousanda of teachers, thousands of hospltal workers,
thousands of scclal workers, thousands of recreation leaders. Is there no
opportunity for girle to serve in such a way?

Fasn the Asmerican Youth Act and provide tradming opportunities for girle
in these fields. Pass the Federal Add to Education Bill and open the way
for thousands of teachers to serve thelr country. Institute a Federal health
progras, ¢k Federnl recreation program and open the way for thousands mors
te serve thelr country.

This 18 young America's anewer to the peeds of glrle. The American
people reject your anewer = conscription for war production at £21 per month,

4,000,000 young Americans still unemployed say "Fass the Youth Act",
U3ive us useful joba at trade—union standards.® They - and all other young
Azariopne = reject Hitler's answer, "War and conseript laber'.

uopva/16




June 10, 1941

lir. Josoph Cadden
Exegutlve Becrotury
Aserican Youth Conrcrons
230 Fifth Avenus

Kew Yorc, lew York HY
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Mre: Eleanor Eoosevelt III. l'

The White Houss 5

Washington, Dals /

Tear Mrs. Eoosevelt: =

el
I have just returnsd from a very long trip ia the Mid-¥est and this |

ie the first opportunity I have had of acknowledging your letter of May 15th. Ik

S5 much has happessd since that letter was written that I suppose n good deal \ = o

of It is cutdated, I refer especially to the President's May 27th spesch and oy

to the mews articls which reported that you opposed the criticlem of the Dies
Jom=ittes becmuse 1t is an "arm of Qongresn®. The implied threats of the
President nddresssd to those who disagree with him and your own opposition

to oriticlss of the Dies Jommittes brings us to a brand new interpratation

of dsmogracy and causea many of your Hay 15th romarks to be outdated. Howsver,
1 can assurs you that in every clty, town asd village in the seven states I
recently visited the ordimary people who are working hard for a very bare
living eling steadfnatly to tha traditiofal concept of democrasy which insludes
the right of the peopls to eriticise their Oongrensmen and to hold oplolons
gontrary to those of their President.

It i@ i=possible for these pecple whather they ars young or old to
agsoclate the concept of conseript labor for women with Thomas Jeffarson even
though few of them have had an opportunity for very mich sohooling., I did
not read the elipping from the WE Worker'which you referred to in your
1lstter of May 15th, and I supposs t vory few of the thousands of pecple
who attended our Weetings and with whom I worked persomally during ths last
thres weeks have had an opportunity to resd it - and yst, they along with
a good mumbar of Bepublican—linspired sditorial writers aleso caze to tha
sonclusion that conseriptlon of women would mot be to the best interssts of
the nation and that mach a program is sssentially fasclet. I mupposs that

your raference to tha Workar" is a dsfense mochanism which indicates
that you are on the defensive t this matter of consoriptlon for girle.
The paragraph in your "Ladies J " grtiole which anticipated that
people would compars your th the Hasi-forosd labor dystes im I wuppose

another ipdleation that you yoursslf doubt the wisdom of this plan you have
proposed. The supporting material in your letter, of May 15th seems to indicate
the same thing.
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-3 Juns 4, 1941

Mrs. Elsanor Roomevelt

1 would like to¢ esphasize mgain that the AMERICAN YOUTH QOMCRESS has
from its begimning in 1934 worked for training cpportunities. We agree with
you that thess are needed more today than ever befors and that they should
at the same time constitute services u to the communities. Tou harve

consaripted at a time when so many of

not explained at all why girls mist ba
rtunities for service and are unables to find these
f the Amesrioan Youth Aot has of

them seek such oppo
epportunitiss. Our fallure to win passage ©
courss contrituted to the faot that these opportanities 4o not exlet. There
have been other gontrituting fastors imcluding the sbandonment by the
AMaministriion of the origlinal purposs of NTA = the sericus curtall=ent of
elvilian WPA projects useful to the comminitiss, and the reducticn of state
parvices iz lime with a gemsral

and losal tudgets for pablic and soolal
national policy which the Adzigistration recomzanded to Congress.

I do not agres at all that there is a dscreasing mmber of unemployed
young pecple desplte the comseriptlon program and the apparent armament boom.
The best figures which we can obtaln from fovarnmental Agencles lncluding
the Census, indicate that there are more young people entering the laber
maricet each year than are being ahaorbed at the pressat time by either private
industry or government projects. Young men of conscription mge are not belng
hired by employers and moet of the young pecple entering industry today are
belng taken directly froa the gchools mod not froz the large ressrvolr of

unemplayed youth which already axiste.
the curtallssnt of employment in injustries

Alresdy we ses a beglnnlog in
producing strictly conmizer's goode, Some of the curtallsent ls becauss of
an estizated shortage of raw materials mow being used for armaments. Host of
1t however, is due to the fact that the publie simply can mnot afford %o buy
all of the things that is nssded for a decent standard of living becanss of
low wages. Add to thie an insreass in migration from farm areas, particularly
of young people who have besn lured to the clby Wy promiess of jobs in war
inpdustries and I think that you will find even on the most conservative basis
a larger misber of unemployed youth today than n year ago.

This saems to ma & basie difference of fact which sericusly affects any
proposal to conseript all girls in a certaln age group. Let us firat give
fome opportanity to the unemployed and put-of-schsol young pecple of both

sexes who are not being reached today and who desparately need both employ-
It is my izpression that Mr. Morgenthau when hs proposes
seshers of the Administration

ment and training.
& out in youth aid sppropriations and other
ars avolding thesg basic fact even though thay are available from Governsental

Agenoles.

I belisve another basic matter ca which we Al gagres is a definltlon
of "the majority of real Americans who love their pountry and whose loyalty
to thelr country can nmot be questioned”. TUsing this phrase you have rafearred

agraa with the Presldent's program.

to those who agres wikth you and thoss who




Mre. Eleanor Eoosavelt -3 Juns 4, 1941 I

You must remsmber that when the President was slected his stated program was
quite different from the one he is pursulng today, GSince the President him- ;
self has questioned the loyalty of all those who disagree with him, it is

very difficult to understand your references. Without being at all ismodsat,

I think that I can say that we are very closely in toush in a personal way
with a very large majorlty of the poople who work for a living on the farms
and in factories, in offices, etc. who agres wholeheartedly with the AMERICAN
YOUTH CONGHESS program and every day realiee the differesce betwesn thsir
ambitions for a peaceful and secure life and the current war program of the
ddminfistration, They do not in the least understand the President's talk
about freedom becanse they are concerned with the fresdom of the vast majorlty
of the people and not with the freedom of the small owning group who ssak
freedom to make greater profits and to step on the little pecple usincg the
sxcuse that thess 1ittle people who ask for higher woges are belng umpatrictic
Tifth Columnists. I a=m sure, howsver, that a discussion of a definition of
loyalty at this point can oot be resclved by us and that this kind of question
can oot be discussed with any valuable result, 3

I do, however, think that there would be walus in zeoting with some of
the Youth Oongress people as we suggested to discuss more factusl matters
about which conclusions could be reached, Because of the very intensive
work going on now in preparation for the July Congress, I do not kmow whether
it would be possible to arrange such a meeting jJust mow, It would be fins,
however, if just after the 4th of July weekend some of the newly-slected
officers would have an opportunity of meeting with you amnd describing some
of the facts which led to whatever conclusions will be reached at that

Congrass,

I am sorry you have allowsd the kind of propaganda which has been used
by the Diss Cozmittes to affect your cpinion of the Youth Congress leadership,
I understand that you expressed some wery serious doubts to some of the
Washiegton Youth Council leaders and that these doubts wers based on the un=
founded and unsupported assartions made by our known snemies. I Buppoas ,
bowever, that the only objective way to estimate our layelty to American
Fouth is by contimued efforts in their behalf for greater opportunity to be—
come ussful citizens. We shall continue thess efforts with all of cur
SROTEY .

Yory cordially yours,

:\ u I::- ,_;Fi,‘-"d"n'lﬂ'l

Jo D;h Cadden

Exwcutive Seoretary
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furuat 28, 1941

Mra. Elsancr Hoosevalt [ S
The "hite House
Washington, D.Cas

Daar Mra. Hoocsevelt:-

i A conferonce of youth orranlzatlon
officers to discuss methoda of piving material aid to
the young people fighting Hitler has bean canllad by
the %orld Youth Congress and will -be held ln London
on September 27ths

In addition to the RBritish proups,
it is expected that thers will be rapresontatives of
proups in the Scandinavian countries and the Contlaent,
from the Soviet Union and from Chinae. In a broadcast
over B.3.0., Batty Shlelds-Collina desorlbed thls meat-
ing ea an important step toward coordlnating the mctivities
of groupa in all countries devoted to antl-fasciat worlts
She emphasized the importance of thes rola of Amerlgan youth
and the importance of having reprosentatives of Aamerlcan
youth organizations attend the conferonces

Subsaquently, we recelved a cable from
Betty asaking us to send a delsgation repressntdng all types
of youth orgenizationa, both those coopuomating in the A.Y.C.
and all others intereated in particlpating in this inter-
national works

Yie are confident that such a delsgatlon
can be organized on tha basls of prellminary discusslona
with some of the organlizatlons whish have not recently been

= cooperating in the A.Y.C« Ve also feel that the project 1s
of such importance that fundas ean he raised.

Howavar, durins the laat few days I have
baen invuahigniiﬁé the transportatlion difficulties ln the
Stats Department and in other quertirs, and discover that 1t
13 impossible to arrance the trip without ofilelal intervention
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Mra. Roosavelt

from an mpbrtl'.mt Covernmant officiale.

I know that you will see immsdiatoly the
importance of having American partieipants in ths London
eonfarence, the excellent reflection of that articip=
ation within all {wth organizations hers, and tha : |
invaluable educational work which could be accomplished I
through toura of the returning delegates throughout the
5 countrys

I understand that some time ago the President
recalved a sugpestion that a rood-will tour of Amsrican
| youth be sent to London and wonder whether thils project
could bea revived in order to coincide with the dates of
the conferonce Ain Londone

| -
L K Perhaps you could :rwke some su~gestiona to

us which would enable grogress in arrencing transport-
' atlons If you approve of the project, as I fesl sura

you will, perhaps you could bring it to the attenéion

of perscns who can facilitate thes neagassary arrangements.

Soth Viv'and I are atlll hopeful that we
shall have an opportunity to ses you when you ratarn
Eo Washington. In the meantime, best personal repards
from both of usa

Cordially youra,

ph Cadden
Rhode Island Ava.
iahington, D.C.

uopwa F27




Very alncerely jours,

Mr. Joseph Cadden
1711 Rhode Island Avenue, N. @,
Tashington, D. C.
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U¥r, Joseph Cadden
1711 Rhode Island Avenue, N. . vDs
flashington, D. C.




1711 Rhode Island Awe.
Washington, D.C.

Sept. 12, lﬂl_l].g :
Ll. At | f ILl'i.l

Dear Mro. Hcosovelt:= Ja I

I think that you have misunderstood ;
my letter to you about the propoeed youth delepation to
the meeting in Lendon = new scheduled for Oetober 1l.
Idid not mean to imply that the delepation would be
organized "under American Youth Congress muspices, but
had in mind;, of course; A.Y.C. participation in a
‘delepation ineluding people fros & warlety of groups.

Singe writing to you, I have heard
from Lenden that you weors sont news directly aliout the
proposed meeting and also that the mseting had the support
of the "allied povernments". Such support will undouited=
ly faoilitate travel arrangements which, so far as I can
discower, are possible if a preominent governmeant offlicial
agress that the Lendon meeting s Important.

Cur first concerm 18, of course, the
success of the reeting in Lendons Thia depends somewhat
en the arrival of a young person from t'is country who is
eapable of giving an acourate report of the anti=Hitler
eantimont and activity here, I am Bure that you know &
greet many younp pecple capable of this whe are not cfficers
of the A.¥.Cu I hope very much, thorefore, that you will
be able to respond favorably to the invitatien you have
received frem Londens If you do, we shall be ready %o
cooparate in any way possible to =eke the delegate's trip
8 succesay whether or not he is conneoted with the A.Y.C.

I am sorry that you-have heen so
badly misinformed about the A.Y.C. program and activities
a8 to say thet an A.Y.C. delegetion would be “probably
more intarested in what was being dore for Hussia than in
what wan teing done for young people in the United States".
‘1t'a_too bad that neither Fran nor any cther A.Y.C. offlcera
\have had the opportunity of giving you irst=hand informa=
tion about the campaigna leing dondusted around fereign polisy
education, Army welfare, N.Y.A,, discrimimaticn,etes The
reaults to date - especlally if cne takes into oo-sideraticn
the organitetional handicaps faced during the summer months =
hewve been very gratifying.




Mra. Hoocsevelt | -2

| | |

Ancther i=pertant handleap to progress inm
drapatizing youth unity apainst Hitler has been exporienced
with those who place their stated principles secend te org=
enitationnl pride, Because of this, the America First tond=
onoy hae palned more ground tham 1t should and has, ms you
kmaw, tecoms & really vital,preblem nmong young peoples :

Despite all handicaps, however, thers has
been plentiful evidenoe that the ever=growing number of young
poople reached by the A.Y.C. understand wory well tlat this
in one organizetion which puts thelr lnteroste above every=
thing else and is most vitully cencernmed with what is being
done for young people in the United States,

I hope very much thereflore thet Jaok, Fran
or Ed Strong = the full-time A.Y.C. officers = will soeon
hove the opportunity of talking with yeu, and also that Viw
and I will ses you in Washingtons

|
|
I
|
Cordially yours, : { ‘
|
|
|
|
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