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July 30, 1938

My dear Jonathan:

Your father tells me that you
have been kind efiough to send an Ensoribed
copy of your book to tha President and
to 8. I imagine it is beinpg held at the
tihite House for the President's return and
ainoes we are both away from Washington I
have not seen it as yet, Illowaver, 1 have
a copy of it and am planning to read 1t
this week, and every one tells me it ls
perfeotly delightful, I thouzht the re-
views were excellent indeed.

I just wanted to tell you how
very muoh we arpreciate your thought in
sending the insoribed copy to us.

Very slncerely yours,

fir. Jonathan Daniels
Haleigh, N. C.
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THE NEWS AND OBSERVER
JONATHAN DAMIELS, EDiToR
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THE NEWS AND OBSERVER l
JONATHAN DANIELS, EpiTor NrT - o
RALEIGH, N.cC,

September 28, 1938
|.J|r | Iu"

| |
Dear lirs, Hoosevelt:

I am deeply appreciautive of your
very nice letter with regard to the sug-
gestion that I write a sort of discovery
of New England, I am very muech interested
in the idea and hope I can get around to it.
1 am afraid I shall have to put 1t off for
& while, however, because of the pressure .
of other writing., To tell you the truth,
I want to do a novel, and until T have had
8 shot at that I don't plan to write the
lNew Ingland book,

I am grateful for your interest, I
hope that some time in the near future T may
be coming to ‘ashington and may have the
pleasure of calling to thanl you for all of
your kindnesses,

With best wishes always,

Sincorely yours,

/ Jonathan Daniols
\

L

lira, Franklin D, Roosevelt
Val-ilill Cottages

lyde Park, Dutchess County
New York



July 14, 1948

quoted, if it Eppears that I tuought elvilien
defense volumtsers could be used to polies prices.

Mr. Jonathan Daniels
Office of Civilian Defensa
Washington



WASHINGTON, D, €.
July|9, 1942

OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE ? oyt

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt
The ‘Thite House
{lashineton, D. C.

Dear lirs, Roosevelt:

I was very ruch interested in a recent story in the newsaapers
cuoting you as suggesting that volunteer woren civilian defense
workers could be used to nolice orice regulations, rather than to
have this police vork done by naid staff of OFi, I an wonderins if
thls statement quotes you correctly?

as you !mow I feel very strongly that our volunteers can be very
useful in large nunmbers in carrying out the whole price regula-

tion plan, T am, however, very doubtful about the use of
volunteers to "police" nrices.

ithout wishing to reflect on those whose primary duty is price
control, my ovm feeling 1s that the greatest hope for the
enforcement of price control lies in the educatiocn of the

people as to its necessity as part of the war effort and that too
little emphasis has been put on this education.

I think that in this educational field volunteers can do their best
job. I can think of rothing rore tragic than the growth around

price controls of the sentiment which grew around prohibition, Unless
peonle feel that the cheeter and bootlegrer under price controlsare
in a real sense traitors rather than mere {rickers, I doubt that any
rumber of law enforcement agents could enforce the law,

I think CCD and the volunteer civilian defense worlkers provide the
best facilities available for the mobilization of sentirment which will
rake an army of enforeers unnecessary., I am sure our volunteers could
be more useful in such educational activities than they could be in
policing, ilso I fear that making recorters of violations and
policers out of wolunteers might bring unhas+y res:lts 1ike ihoge we

= all feared in unoffiecial sny-munting,

.bove all, however, I az interested with you in the -reatest
nossible usefulness of zivilian volunteers, Alrsady they are
heloins (P~ in mumerous ways. If you feel that I anm wrons in
this feelin- with resard to the soliein- job, I would like very
mich to . disouss it with you,

Sincerely w

Jonathan Daniels
/‘



OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. €.

July 21, 1942

-~

L/{ .I X . i E’?‘ Ve
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Dear lirs. Roosevelt:
Thank you for your letter of July 1.

T ud:rstcod your meaning perfectly, and I am
very sorry that the papers picked up and misqu ted
your sugzestion concerning the use of valunteags in
sonnection with nrice fixing., Such volunteers will,
of course, attenpt to see that regulations are carried
out.

T feel sure that your approval of the idea was in no
small pert responsible for the tremendous nurber of
re-istrants who cromded the volunteer office, par-
tieularly in lNew York, hopinz for such an assignment,
iHith kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

Jonathan Daniels
lirs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The Vihite House
Vlashington, D. C.




ELXAIOR ROCSEVELT

Mr. Jonathan Daniels
Office of Civilian Defense
‘fashington, D. C.

Inclosure: sditorial from The Afrc-American
of August 22, 1942, entitled "The OCD ia
Very Sick".
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OPINION

We are Americans, and as Americans we would speak to
America,—FREDERICK DOUGLASS.

FAGE 4 THE AFRO-AMERICAN AUG. 22, 1042

The OCD Is Very Sick

Four of Nine U.S. Regions Have no Race
Relations Advisers; Mrs, Roosevelt and
La Guardia Are Missed

All i not well in the United States Office of
Civilian Defense (OCD) headed by James M. Landis,
dean of the Harvard Law School.

This is the Federal crganization designed to devel-
op a national defense without exercising direct control
over State and local defense councils. It operates in
a purely advisory capacity and therefore cannot select
members for State councils or insist upon any particu-
lar program.

Two Sections

Its work is divided into two fields: (1) develop-
ment of local protection programs—air raid wardens,
shelters, fire watchers, emergency police, etc, and
{2) mobilization of volunteers for all war activities
outside of the protection area. This section deals with
information, education, and morale,

The protection section, directed by General U. 5.
Grant, 3rd, is apparently functioning without grave
criticism.

On the other hand, the mobilization section,
headed by Jonathan Daniels, editer of the Raleigh
News and Observer, is marking time.

Under the direction of Mrs, Franklin D. Roose-
velt and Mayor La Guardia of New York, mobiliza-
tion of civilians to build morale created tremendous
enthusiasm.

Mrs. Crystal Bird Fauset was named as national
race relations adviser and colored regional advisers
were quickly appointed in five of the nine areas.

 Then the work slowed down and today no colored
regional advisers have yet been named in the follow-

ing areas:

REGION 1. Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachuselis
and Connectlcul.

BEGION 4, North and South Carolina, Tennessee, Alabama,
Georgia, Florida and Louislana.

REGION 7. Minnesota, Towa, North and South Dakota, Kansas,
Nebraska, Missouri and Arkansas.

REGION 8. Washington, Oregon, Californla, Idsho and Utah.

0CD's Handbook Changed
Assuming that Regions 1 and 9 have such small
proportions of colored people that interracial co-op-
eration comes easily, why is it that no race relations
advisers have been named in Regions 4 and 7, where

up————

osooTare

millions of colored people live?

Mia _amaman to thie mmight ha foind in the firct
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0CD's Handbook Changed
Assuming that Regions 1 and 9 have such small
proportions of colored people that interracial co-op-
eration comes easily, why is it that no race relations
advisers have been named in Reglons 4 and 7, where
millions of colored people live?

The answer to this might be found in the first

draft of the OCD Mobilization Manual (handbook)
issued on June 5, as compared with the official manual
issued last week.

Here's what the first draft of the manual sald and
i#'s so important we quote an entire section:

ORITY GROUPS AND THE DEFENSE COUNCIL
We have gone to war to assure the continued existerce of
demderatic principles snd ideals. We cannot let the strains
* of war make inronds on our essentil freedoms here at home.
Defense councils can do much|to sée that no American any-
whera ia denled the democratic rights we fght to preserve.
Over one-third of our pecple are either first or second-
generation Americans, They are as loyal as any other group
* in the population, In fact, those who have escaped dictator-
ship and tyranny abroad may value gur American libertles
even mare than many of us who, never having been denled
' these lberties, may tend fo take them ftoo much for granted.
+ Tarcughout the country Instances of unthinking discriml-
~ natlon agalnst many of our minarity groups Indicate the need
for added effort on the part of defense councils to promote
unlty and understanding. We are American, all, and one of
our most preclous heritages ia our constitutional affirmation
that color, race and creed will never divide ua
Mist communities will find no need to establish & separate
commities o assure fundamenial elvil Uberties and righls, for
every defense councl] committee should be the guardian of
those rights. It can, by providing for full community partici-
pations, promote the unity of all groups.

That's great stuff. It talks about freedom and
democracy for minorities at home, unity, understand-
ing and no need of jim crow committees.

The Revised Handbook

But all of the above in the final draft of the man-
ual, now the official guide for OCD, has been boiled
down to a single sentence. It says of a defense council:

It should include community leaders from wvarious pro-
fesslonal, econcemle, social, labor and raclal groups,

Why has all of the hurrah for democracy at home
been deleted from OCD?

Our guess is that two elements of the population
have done this expert surgery.

Twa Enemies of OCD

One is a Northern group, represented by such

wealthy capitalists as Mrs. William J. Clothier of

Philadelphia. This group says there is a diﬂ'ereuceim

between war work and social improvement, and OCD
is mot designed to improve social conditions among
the common people.

The other is a Southern group, represented by the
Connallys, Rankins and Bilbos, who are opposed to
Federal or, as it terms it, radical interference with
States' rights. They trimmed the OCD budget in
Cnug:ss and bullied Landis with threats. :

th groups unite on preserving the status quo for
the common people. So that after the war nothing
will be changed. Meantime, during the war they want
civilian defense to be directed by the “right people.”

The net result of the whole business is that many|

an OCD waorker who began with enthusiasm to mobi-
lize the local communities for an improvement in
morale is sitting on his hands and wishing Mrs. Roose-
velt and La Guardia were back at the helm.

Public Opinion Will Bring Changes

Dush ble Moihinme and iha Dhata’s slahbae ana wid.
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velt and La Guardia were back at the helm.
Public Opinion Will Bring Changes
- But the Clothiers and the State's rightérs are rid-
ing to a fall. The first time an city is raided, and
with destruction comes a break in civilian morale,
when casualties result from a lack of medical stations
or of plans for evacuation, the need for Federal control
of civilian defense will be established.

The States’ righters and business as usual ele-
ments have been opposing President Roosevelt 'at
every turn. They can't believe that we are losing the
war, any more than they can foresee the blood and
sweat and tears to be shed before we can win it four
years from now.

Not until Axis victories come eloser to our shores
will public opinion rise in its might and give Mr.
Roosevelt the united support our country sorely needs,

., W
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OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE » : f"
b WASHINGTON, D. C. -'f..r" T Jf\ .
JB'\ August 28, 1942 | il
/ % .\‘l h ‘ll'u
Mres, Pranklin D, Roosevelt Ny Ul'-’
The Whites House il \ ‘
Washington, D. C. W \!“

Dear Mra. Roosevelt:

I saw this editorial and was, of course, disturbed by it. But
recognising it as written from the point of view of the colored
pecple and the whole minorities question, I cannot see how we can
seriously question the statement that we are "marking time". You
will remember that I wrote you on July 10 about this matter:

"ilso, I would 1ike to add that I am disturbed by the apparent
alowness in working out some plans among Negroes and other
minority groupas, I kmow that Justine talked with you at some
length about this matter when she was here and I hope very
much that something will be done scon. While we walt for
determination of responsibility a great many disturbing
things are happening.

When I wrots you that I had been feeling for some time that we had
marking time, I think I told you some time ago about a plan
a full activity in this field which I proposed to the Director
April, Mr, Landis felt, however, that the activity should not
be expanded in OCD bat should be carried on by some other agsncy
nthu'mmnmﬂuﬂunmwrurmnhﬂm-hﬁln:tﬂl
departments and agencies with minority groups. He took ma
Cramer were placed in the posi-
Mr. lLandis
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organization, It would also depend upon adequate staff.
At present there is some strong resistance against amy
real activity in this field in the OCD organiszation
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The result was that the study was stymied, for th
least, I expressed myself pretty sharply on this oce
I am convinced that his fault was inexperience rather than wish
create difficulties in this matter. While I think he is often
conservative in this and other matters, I feel sure that his
attitude does not represent prejudice mgainat the Negroes.

I kmow how strongly you feel about this matter of race relations
in the United States at this time when good feeling and unity are
80 essential, I am also deeply disturbed, Indeed, I have never
lmown a time when well informed friends of the colored pecple in
the 3outh and elsewhere were so alarmed about the situation.
hope some time scon to have an opportunity to talk with you
about 1t.

I

H

Sincerely,

Jopathan Daniels

it B W R e Y N AR
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February T, 1944

Dear Jonathan;

I talked to the President this morning and
he agrees that we should find something for Mirs,
Bethune, as soon as possible, because her salary is

now stopped from the NYA,

The National Couneil of Negro Women has voted
her living quarters in the house which they have for
life, but she has nothing on which to live, I am
writing Dr, #ill Alexander and trying to find out
whether,through the Rosenwald Pund or ur, Mershall
Field, we might get her an allowance to cover &

& yeur salary for a secretary and travel money,
80 that we could use her to go around the country
improving race relations with sueh groups as she
would be suitable to go. to; but that still leaves
the question of a regular salsry for her and the status
she feels she should have to oarry weight with her own
people, unsettled. Can you think of anything?

Her old salary was $8200,but T suppose something
between $5600 and £6200 would have to be found,

I understand that the Aomen's Division of the
Democratic National Committee is recomnending Anne
Laughlin as the woman to work with the man executive
who may be appointed to do the work under the three
Cabinet members on this new effort to save rafugees,
The President tells me that the man has not been
decided on, and tlst it will be left to the man to
choose whom he wants working for him and under him,

Sincerely,

ur. Jonathan Leniels
T‘hﬂ ...'.hitE HduSE



April 4, 1944

Memorandum tnLHr.- Jona than Daniels

After reading the enclosed
olipping I searched my files and
find this correspcndence about
Nr, Gerth, which seems fairly
unimportant.
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WASHINGTON
April L, 1944

Miss Thombann:

Here are the letters about
Arthur Gerth., If you will remember, I
told you he had asked me if there were
any possibility of getting a letter saying
that he had worked at the White House, as
I knew him personally and knew that he
not only a fine person but that every one
in Mr. Sanderson's Office had thought a
great deal of him. You said 0.K. and so
I wrote the attached which you signed.
Mr. Slattery sent the reply which wee ..
attached. It seems like a perfectly
innocuous letter to me and no more than
has been done for hundreds of others,

DD
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June 12, 1944 \

f

VEMORANDUY FGR)HR. JO'IATHAN DANIELS:

A Copference on "low w
Vomen May Share inArost—Tur Policy-Making®
is to be Leld at m%_“‘ -
liednesday, the 14th, T wish very nuch s

that you und Judpe Rosenman wouls dividae
the day and comes in ag obsarvers,

#4111 you let me kuow if T
you ecan do Lhis?

E.R.

00



“Letter froM Mr. Samuel F. Cooper, 546 Jphnson ivenue, N. E., Atnalta, Ga,
Mother of Regro extractlombut no one could judge that he had colored blood.

Has worked near all life in the handling of beverages.
Wants job as government inepctbr of alecohol, ete,

Mrs, Roosevelt asks if there
would be any Government job?

Lalvina C, Thowpson.

I=s 58 years old,
Da

PR
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FeNTHTETEER vl -

Atbanta Bidmore g
The Houths Supreme Woilel
ATLANTA GEQRGIA

August 18, 1644

Mrs, Eleanor Roosovelt
The "hite House
Washlngton, D. C,

Dear Mra, Roosevelt:

I received the blanks sent me by kr, Vm, H,
leReynolds, Administrative Assistant to the
Presldent, and have this day fliled same as

per instructions,

I wish to thank you for your kind interest
i3 assisting me to properly place my applieation
in an effort for Federal employment.

Very truly yours,

Samual Fredrlek Cocper,



Jonathan Danlelsfsays your frianarllrrad Beryman 1w belnyg

diamineed (from the War Dept. They have finnlly cauvht yp
1

1th the fact that he wae Alamimeed from the srmy prevlously

becaure of dementla precoX. He hasl malligned many lonocent
ceople and 18 consldered to be just plein bad in addlitlon to

belng crazy.

A



#fle Telegran frcnﬁ:ajgg_geqrge_ C. Vournas, Supreme President of AHEFA.
. N¥ants .rs. ltoosevelt to attend mass meeting any date belween October
20th and November lst. bkeeting of iur Service Unites, etc,

'Septenmber 3U, 194L. / ()#(J

: :TE VAT AN f

I am going to Chicago on November
20th for the Rosenwald Fund and hate to
make a trip there now when I could go to
New York or Baltimore.

Vs



#Letter froghlirs. . J. Lllis, Box 355, Luklin, Georgia. Il#iill on, legro,
married and Hds larpe Tamlily. « Carlos Gay (white) andkfiobert EEI'I:en Twﬁite}

Gy being newly elected sheriff and Tullen a contracyof, These Lwo tock Guyton when
he got off work and pat in in cur and beat him up and roboed nim. Then told him
to run ard shot at him hitting lin in heel,,
who interferes, ete,

Gay has threctened everybodys life

& 0T

The President told me to give this
to you and asks if we could find a way
te put under Federal jurisdiction and

uklr.ﬂiddht.uput.lnqgmdm
on it.

xlnrinr Roosevelt.

VD3



Feb, 9, 1945

R
] JoNa7: 4
Mercrandus for|Mr. Daniels

Will you find cut for
Urs, Rocsevelt whether any
Federal aid can be given
intnis case?

M.C.T.

Telegram from/John P, Reed
Dryden, N.Y,



?,wé sl ,%'. Aoy, C);,J:’.l >




THE WHITE HOUSE /
WASHINGTON

l\u‘

' / February 15, 1945

LEIORANDUIT FOR MRS, NOOSEVELT:

. I au retumipg to you the
attached letter from, /Congressman landt.

I asked Liss Thompson the olher
day at the luncheon to tell jou that I
thought it would Le best for you to con-
tinue to withhold your letier to Congressian
lhndt, In other vords, I think Congressman
Mundt should do as you requested hin to do ——
treat it confidential,

JONA THAI DANIZLS \

I e N A




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 9, 1945

MEMO FOR MR. JONATHAN DANIELS:

Cong. Mundy wants to
publish my letter about the Dies
Committee which is attached.

I do not think any puroose
would be served, but Icwould

appreclate your opinlon.

Eleanor Roosevelt



Long editorial by/Sgt. William Calhoun Hope, fard #1L, Walter Reed Hospital,
Re statementd about conditions at lalter Heed which were made by Drew Fearson
in his column,

February 13, 1945.
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, DANIELS:

This was brought to me yesterday
by one of the boys who came here. He
had already written me a letter which
I sent Drew Pearson asking him to print
it in his column in the Interest of
showing that he is fair minded.

This, the boy wants to have
printed and if you can think of

anyone who would be willing to usze
it, he would be delignted.

Eleanor lloosevell.

VD3



February 28,

A
f \
MEMORANDUM FOR JONATHAN DANIELSy

I spoke to the President about
this matter and he would like to see
him, Will you please get in touch with

Lt. Newton and make an appointment for
him to see the Fresident? ]

E.R.

. f({:_,; Ve

Mee- E, W, Newton, 828 N. Stafford St., Arlington, Va,



k

“Letter from/¥nsign Farl Willians Newton, llistorical Section, Bureau of
Supploes and Accounts, Navy Jepartment, Xashington (25), b. C,

flants to straighten out with the President ks the status of his Nistéry
of the Roosevelt Administration,

Urs. Roosevelt says the President
saild he would see him and to make an
appoint=ent,

Malvina C. Thompson,

VD3



March 29, 1945

Memeorandusm fﬂl‘&bﬂﬂj_/

Many thanks for looking
into this case, Mrs,Rocsevelt
will do nothing furthsr about it,

M.C.T.

: )( Fred E. Beal




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 28, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR:  Miss Malvina Thompson

After Mrs. Roosevelt referred to me the
attached letter from Fred E. Beal, I wrote to the
managing editor of our paper in Raleigh, The News
and Observer, asking for information about Heal's
case, Williams and I were both active in securing
Beal's parols,

I am attaching a copy of my letter to I4.
Williams and his reply. I believe Beal should be
released from parole and may be able to affect it
unofficially, but I doubt very much that Mrs.
Hoosevelt should write to GOovernor Cherry, making
the request suggested by Williams,

rd >

Jonathan Daniels



farch R0, 1945

Dear Fleet:

Mrs. Roosevelt cot a letter from Fred
Beal, our old Gastonia friend, who is anxious to be
released from parcle and have his rights of citizen-
ship restored, I don't know how long it has been
since Beal was parcled, but it seems to we that it
must have been almost four years.

It seems to me that If Beal's record
under parcle has been all ripht that Governor
Cherry, particularly as a man from Oastonia, would
be showing the proper forgiveness if he pave Deal
his final relesse. At any rate I would appreciate
it if you would look into this matter and let wme
lmow what the situation is.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Danlels
Administrative Assistant
to the President

The News and Observer
haleigh
North Carolina

Jlaniels:amb



IR WhRilTE ROUSE : /A;‘y

WASHINGTON

Earnhfa » 1946
R LR
MEMO FOR [EEGRETA  DANIELS:

Y Mra. Anna Hnlunbdgg called to say
*  that Admiral McIntire had sent her
& very carefully prepared report
on the psychlatric work in the
Navy and has promised to send her
a report about the Army as soon as
he has consulted with Gen. Kirk.

Mra. Albert Lasker's address is
"' 29 Beekman Place, New York.

E.R.



Anna Roesenberg called to eay that since her conversatlon
with you and the Fresident about psychlatry - she received
a very careful report from Adm. McIntire, who sald the '
President had asked him to gather informatlion from army and
navy and prepare a report.

Adm. Mc. has sent the Navy report and promlsed Anna to

consult Gen, Kirk and send ona on the army as snon as

pcﬂﬂ-iblﬂ .

Anna thought you ought to know this since Johathan Daniels

is now being given the snme amsignment.

V2 Yo T



April 12, 1945

Hemorandum for Mr. Iﬁnfnh:

Urs, Hoosevelt asks 1if 1t
would be wise for her to writs the
article requested in the attached
letter from the, National Council of
Industrial Editors' Associutions.

M. C.T,

()
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