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January 18, 1940

Dear Mrs. Douglam:
Thank you so muoch for your letter.

I know 1 sm to speak in Los Angeles
the night of April 1 and I have a luncheon
engaganant that day which will not make it
poasible to take a full day's trip. The next
night I speak in Long Basch I think, and I
may ba sble to go that day but I will have to
walt until my ithdarary 1s complets bafore I
can plan definitely.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Lelvyn Douprloas
714l Senuldm Hoad
The Outposot

Los An-eles, Calif.




i 0
. HELEN GAHAGAN effi‘f

January 15,1940

* Doar Mre. Roosevelt: ,

Juet the othar day I recelved
_-ward from Mre, Grady thnt you would like to ases
.- wome of the Farm Security Administration Camps
when you come to Celifornia, May I offer my sor-
vices to yFou to be of whatever help I can in
arranging ae comprehenelve a tour am peEsible.
Dietancee are Bo great out hers that one day
makes it almost impoesible to get as clear a
plcture gs I'm -sure you would 1ike to have of
the migrant problem in this state. If you feel
that you could pive twe deys we could ATTANEE B
wonderful tour for you. Fut in case your echedule
will only permit & one day trip we will do the
very best that we cen.

We hoepe the president and you

had a wonderful Christmas. Melvyn end I are look-
ing formard to your vieit on the coast.

‘For:r sincerely,

e Jotop Dl

. 7141 Smldn Road
The Cutpoet
Los Il.:::alu. California.
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February 10, 1940

Dear Miss Gahagan:

The wine hms arrivea &nfql;,;nu we
«re 89 cporeclutive of yuur thought. !u will
enjoy 4t, I xnow, and T will 1.t you cnow what
the Preaident thinke about 1it.

Kith miny thanks, I am

Sincerely yours,

Wiss Helen Gehagan (“ouglas)
Los dngeles
Lal1r,
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Mifs Thompson- 5
; The wine was delivered
early . in February and was thanked for

on Feb. 10th. It 15 in the Steward's
Hoom.

Mollie :
i fr:.'{ .f“' = L I/ /.l. I."'\' l& (dfr‘ i
Lo g Mty adf f-i [ e



Pebruary 5, 1940

Dear Mrs. Douglast

Hiasn pacn gave ae your letter to her
und I was very h interested in reading it.
T want to congratulate you on all that Fou have

donwe.

I was 20 glad to aeet one of your helpars
and adairers here on the 30th of Jenuary and to
huve news of you. -

T sball look forwsrd to seeing you in
Celifornia in April. A

Very sincerely yours,

Mrss Melvyn Douglas
7141 Senalda Road
Outpost Estates
Los Angeles

Calif,



THE WHITE HOUSE ,u
WASHINGTON

FOR THE PRESIDENT

To read marked paragraph on
gecond page.
E.R.



My dear Miss Thnmplum
=8 This letter is belng written to you

with the ‘hnbn that in the midet of Mre. Rocsevelt's busy
1ife she may find time to read it. w

@&

Our Chriatmes party in Brawley is over 35“‘

. It was & great success - a triunph of mind over matter and
persuasion over prejudice. When we firet weat in I thought
the combined forces of ranchers, mayors, chlefs of palles,
gecretaries of the Chamber of Commerce, the newspapare,
ministers and priests of the entire valley were going to
throw us out bodily. They were convinced - all of them -
that we were coming down with & red flag in one hand, a
‘bomb in the othar, with the film,"Grapes of Wrath", under
our arms for the sxpresa purpose of stirring up dlscontent
the result of which would be a strike in the lettuce crop
following our sojourn in Brawley. After days of wooing and
persuasion I finally convineed them that no one was paying
ma, that we wanted to do Jjuet what we sald - give a party
for 8,000 migrante and thelr children - that guite the con-
* trary to stirringz up bad feelings, wa were tryinz to creates
good will.

I had some very enlightening conversationa
with theee mforesald gentlemen and have almost come to the con-
clusion that the Associated Farmers are nnt ac strong in the
Imperial Valley ms they lead us to.believe, that there is a
large group of brave and strong liberals there whom it is
our duty to contact and morally support. The powers of evil
that exiet in the valley ars desperately trylfps-daily and
hourly to separate these good peocple from their same lkind in
the‘rest of the state by a wall of prejudice. We feel that
the party was & great success in that we were able to prove
that wa were honest ahd meant what we sald, that we under-
stood their probleme and really wanted to help. The amount
of fear that has been created in the walley is a terrible
. thing to behold, Everyone wae convinced down there - good
and bad alike - that wou couldn't gather 8,000 miprants in

- one place without a riot resulting. Besldes proving to them

. that thie was nnt so we were sble to bring many influential
. = though badly mieinformed - people into a Farm Security

Administration camp for the first time. They were very much




 Malvina rn;:..-p-on = Page tl'n

impressed with many things, not the least of which was thelir =
realization that & migrant child locked and behaved very puch
ag their own children.

Eqch time I make a trip into one of 'these campe I am more and | f_.
more convineed of the wonderful work the F.85.A. las doing. ‘h‘h
Neither monay nor time ia waisted in the program. It will be

4 ain end & shame if anything ie done to Jeopardize the foun-

dation they have laid. For example, they have a Mre. Hayes

whom they have brought from Arkansas where ghe had the most |
outatanding record ss & home economics teacher. For the past

three months she hes been working in the campa of Shafter,

Arvin snd Vieallia teaching the women how to live on their :
limited budgets and even going so far gs to show them how they

can make pure cotton mattresses for themselves for $3.50

arlece. You can see without going any further what this lkind

of thing leads to. It has great constructive value, I could

go on and on. The program they have set up on medicine alene

whare they ues a pansl of doctors and everyone who is A farm

laborer la eligible, even though he may not live in one of

tha F.5.A. campe, 18 & benediction.

A elipping has been brought to my at- {
tentlon regarding "Ma Sanders" and her proposed visit to jZ‘UW
Washington. As ghe will no doubt malte an appeal to the
Presldent and Mye. Roomevelt, I feel I should tell youw a
little about her. She is believed to be a character created M
out of obecurity by Mr. Harry Chandlen of the L. A. Times as
a migrant"front" for such interaste as the Assoclated Farmers
and other resctionary groups in Callfornlia. Mr. Chandlerle
bagle idea, expressed through "Ma Sanders®™ as his mouthniecas,
is to keep the migrants on the move. If they are kept poling
from Oklahoma to California and back to Oklghoma, or any other
place, it will be Iimpossible for them to organise.

Mr. Douglas and I are :-surnding the Presidgnt
and Mre. Foosevelt some wine in care of you. We hopo it has

.. been aged long enough to please them.

. Outpost Estates -
. Low Angelen, California.

erely,

Helen Gah
(Mra, Mal uglne)

7141 Senalda Foad



| March 15, 1940

Dear Mr. Mh‘l

[ ]

Thess young people seem to think
that their letters may mot reach -you. I bave
an idea you have so many appeals you cannot
soswer thea all and you may mot be really
intersstad in the work this group 1s dolng.

Howsver, T thought I would send you
this letter to me and the snclosure,which went
to you, and that it might be worth your wile to
ses this gpirl and talk to ber sbout their plans,

Youth doss need backing these dsys and
I feal there sust be psopls in Hollywood who
could not only assist them [inancially but watch
over thes & little and glve them advice which
would be constructive and helpful.

I hopse 1 am oot bothering you with
something in which you have no intereat.

Yery sincersly yours,

rf. Welvyn Douglas
7141 Senalde Road
Los Anpgeles

Cnliif.



March EY, 1940

Dear Mrs, Douglasi

I am planning to spend most of
April End visiting the migratory oamps
around Bakersfisld and I wonder if you
and Mr, Douglas mould like %0 go with me,
I am planning to fly to Bakersfield from
Los Angeles a% 9 a.m. and motor back,
arriving in Los Angeles by 6 p.m.

I will be staying with Jimmy in
Los Angeles,

Locking forward %o sesing you, I am
Yery sincerely yours,
c:'g'--ﬂ-w M
; P

Lﬂu. Mslvyn Douglas /

7141 Senaldes ERoad

The Outpost G
Los Apgeles, California mlt




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

April 19

Memo, for Miss LeHand

Tha letter from Peter
mantioned by his mother in this letter
was sent down to you recently,

Flease see Mrs. Roosevelt's

note about sending a photograph of t ha
Fresident.

M.C.Ts
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HELEN GAHAGAN s o

March 26, 1940 &J W /

S OSJ (37
Dear Miss Thompsont | |’f'

: Under separate cover I am sending Mrs.
Foosevelt & copy of Dorothes Lange and Paul Taylor's book,
Upgn American Exodus®. In the opinion of many it is the
ghortest, clearest and most readable presentation of the
agrieultural problem from a natlonal polnt of vliew that has
yet been written. The authors have glmplified it to & point
whers even the most cbtuee person can understand it, If Mes.
Hoosevelt could ses the book and mention it in her column,
it would be an enormous help in getting people to understand
this vital problem. Whatever attentlon cen be drawn to thie
bock will hdes great kood because of it's enormous educational
power and becanse it is designed for popular consumption.

I am sure you lknow that Paul Taylor is en economiat at Ber-
keley University and is one of the great suthorities on the
whole agricultural problem in the ecountry.

I am encloeing & letter from our son Fater
which, realizing how tusy you aro, I hesitate to semd. How-
ever, it ls a completely spontaneous effort on his part and
in fairness to him I feel I should at least send it on tb
you. He decided to write to the President following a ques-
tion which was brought up at school, namely; Who is the Presi-
dent of the United States? Peter volunteered to say, "I.lmow
bocause he 1a s friend of my mother's and dad's. Hle name ls
President Bacsevelt and he 1e the greatest man in the esuntry
becanae he hag to take care of all of ual" The letter is ex-
actly as he dictated it to him teacher ahd later copled in
his own hand. Plemse disregard the ploture (it is slready
framed so I won't send it) for I lmow what a nulsance all
that sort of a thing ie. -

gt wishes to the President
yourself, I am

: o Mthw
and Mre. Hoopevalt as



-TELEGRAM
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Loe Angeles Calir 1238pm April 30 1940
Mra., J 4 Helm :

The White House

Arriving 940 am tomorrow by plane American Aip Linaa Meroury,
Mr. Douglas will be with me for the day.

Helen Gahagan Douglas
351pmd

bt

Y
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTON

May 3

'Memo to Miss Thompson-

Mra. Melvin Douglas?
sent in some wine which Mrs. R.
thanked her for and said the (4
President would taste. The
wine hes not been brought to
Mrs, lleabitt's attention as yet.
ffhat are your wishes?

L.ﬂ
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HELEN GAHAGAN



Yrs, Hesbitt

The President and irs.
Hosgevelt especially want to try this.

| '‘H-CaT



June 3, 1940

Uy dear Miss Gahagan:

ira. Roomevelt wrote to Dr, Foul
Radin at tho Vniversity of Calfironin to
thank hin for the Look which Lo meat to
her through you. Tép latlor to hin wus
returned and I am msiidne 17 you will Le
80 good ce to have 1t pro;iTly uddrcosed
and maniled to Lii .,

Mra, icosovolt thancw jou Por
your nart io glving hoer 1his hnoi,

Very sincerels yous.,

Seoretnry to
lirs, Huosewnlt
Fad N Mel j h:..inl.a. L
-kiss-lislen Cahagan
714l Senslda
Outpost
Hollywood
Spelifornia

R ; biwem



I loved your letter and I wmnted
to send you & Wire at cnce to tell you not
to be worried when they accuse ¥ou and Hr,
Dougles of being coomunists, 1 hope the Legion
heads will shortly be wmere apclogetio than
aver.

I beard you did m marvelous plece
of work at Senator Pepper's hearing. Everycos
sald you were sxactly right and that you touched
averybody thers and yet were Yery restral ned.

¥r. Altmsyer told me that you ware
sxcellent at the Sccial Werkers mseting. S0 you
can feel that you are doing very good work,

1 am sorry to hear that Jsek ucMichasl
aads a spsech that was only half trus. T sa quita
sure, however, that he balieved what ha said
wa8 trus. He 18 occasiocnally misguided, but I
think he is honest. I feel sure you will not mind
my talling him what you have said, because 1
think he nesds to ba told,

¥ith ay best wishes to your husband
Affectionately yours, S0

] am

Miss—Helen-Oahagan
7141 Senalda Road
Los Angeles, Calif,

s



“’{’,l‘ HELEN GAHAGAN

June 6, 1540

Deareat Mra. Roosevelt:

=t Thank you for all your kindness and

: Emnraul hnipltl.ll. ty. But thank you moet for being you.
I eould go on and on about how Melvyn and I feel about
the President and his basutiful wife but you are so wlase
in 8o many things that I am sure you kmow and understand
all we would 1like to say. It seemed so lonely leaving the
White House without belng sble to eateh a glimpee of you.

The last day.I was in Washington I
spoke before a Senate sub-committee on Semator Pepper's
bill = I hope I pald the right thinge. One gete kind of
paniclky. Sometimes Lt seems as though one is sewilmming
in & sea of worde — - empity and inadequate words that con-
vey no meaning - Just frothy, foamy thinge that make a
loud noise but in no way do what they were meant to do -
pave the way for a better understanding. I think maybe
we ghould invent something else to take thelr place.

Mr. Jack McMichael (Ysuth Congress) ¥
made a speech at the Matlonal Conference of Soclal Work,
half of which was true - the other half was completely
lacking in mn understonding of what is happening in the
world today or of what this adminletration has been try-
ing to do for the past seven years. I was so upset by it
that I tried to answer some of the implications MUr. Me
Michael made in my speech a day later. I was afrald my
knuckles would be rapped any moment by the chalrman and
told to etick to mgriculture - and migration, But I took
my cournge in =y hands and talked against time. I came
out of the mesting kind of weak to be told by Mr. Hodeon,
President of tha New York City American Public Welfare
Aspocintion, in & laughing tome, that the forces of evil
were gatting on their horses and starting to ride, using
tha present cloak of hysteria to cover them - and that
the first person they had set off after - with a cry of
Communlsm - was Melvyn. I didn't take it really very sar-
iouely (although that kind of thing always makes me a
* 1ittle memsick - for a few moments you gat the fesling
. someons has given you m swift kick in the diaphragm) but
when I returned home a great deal of excitement had beean

stirred up. They found that they had pleked the wrong man
to start on - thers were so meny good, honest eltizens
who rose up in righteous wrath that I thought we were golng to




Mrs. Roosevelt - ;m two.

have & emall civil war on our hands. The American Leglon
was all mixed up in 1t too. It ssems that thers wae a
radis broadcast about two years ago which Melvynm =aid he
would be on jand some Leglon members wers comnnected with
it. When he got to the stetion and read the script, he
coneidered 1t such a dietortion of fact that he walked
“out (oh dear 1ts all so silly) - the script called the
Bpenish Clvil War a Communiet upriesing, completely damn-
ing the Loyalist forces which, of course, wae unjust.
From all we hed read and heard from suthentic sources,
the Comeuniete ceme into Spain after the Civil War had
gtarted and the Spanish Loyaliste were forced to accept
thelr help becauese no one elee in the world would come
to thelr nid, We feel thet the defeat of the republicen '
government in Spain wae a great tragedy. Well, to make a
long story short, in California some are still arguing
about the Spanieh Civil War and others, the politicce,
will use anything they caen get hold of as a club to
elear their path of the bothersome liberale who keepw
getting in thelir hair. Put, as I eay, it has all got-
ten 2 1ittle blt too hectic and we are beginning to re-
celve letters from the Leglon heade and others etating
they are in no peeition to control eteatements made by
individual Leglonaires throughout the State. Well, there
is never a dull moment.

I arrived home three days ago. Okla-
héma City wee my lsst stop. I made a speech there to.the
heeds of the Federnl and State Agencles, 'There sre
thoueands of people camped around Cklahoma City living
in unbelievable conditions. I am golng to try to go
'bmk in July and drive through the State.

Mra. Feyerwegther was eo kind as to
umt me & snapehot of you = T lowe it.

Again thank you for letting me be so
clnu to you for so long, We pray for the Presldent and
you in these troublesome days and we are grateful that

-wa have been glven such honest and deveted leadership.

Affectionately,

i J( L. 9(0.{ w

: I.H Angeles . California,
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July 1, 1940

Dear Mre.Douglas: a

I bave been trying to help a girl,
Maw ht, who is wery much in need of
I uuhr if you know of any-
tidng she l.l.ﬁt. g%t for the susser. She wints
to go to college in the autusn.

Ber address is 2213 6th Avenue, Venice,
California. I know ber brother very well and am
sure she is worthy of belp. -

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Melvyn Douglas
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2uld vih Ave.
vptﬂcd, Cowlls
Jmlﬁ if'h-"‘ lh‘lb

Mrs. Eledlor Houvsevell
Tne White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear brs. Houvsevell;

I received « letter June lo frow Geuwrge Creel,
Conmissioner of the Golden Leote INnteéefMaliuvllal
Expo]ilt.:,_gn,l Lo Wil yau__..rete_m Tegulds LO Oy
getting < Job &l iLoe Falr durile Tae SULLE! LulLiS.

He .nfuvrmed that we cOuld do Buluaily wlalso-
ever Lur me yp there, siuce Lielé wel'eé LOr6 Llan
five thousard povple ou Lile already.

I Wes very disappuinted 1w Lear Luel, especially
gince neither my sister nor nyself 1s enpioyed,
ori eligible Tor unewplo/ment CoulpenSalicl. 1
logt my Jjob at the Lucatlre wnere I was wWoersily De-
cause I wear plass3es, and ihe smplojelio &iluctiun
in our family, to put it mildl,, is ratuacr-desperaile.

Thanks very wucn tryiug to ielp me. Let ne
know sbout the seavlarhsip, if one 18 aveilable
for me, I 5till want to gu to coliege Liext Loll.

A letier Iruve Howard tuis week. He i1s condng
gut here this suwver, he tells me, in coupan, with
a former professor-ol lLis, Jobu HS. Taumpsun. Tue
California Youih Legislaiure aid Senatul® Geyer
are arranging speaking elpopelicnts Lur Lhem. It
will be good to 8¢e nim.

Sincerely,

Gl 9o



August 6, 1940

Desr Miss Gahagan:

How kind you are to scnd me
such a grand message. I appreclate it
very much.

I think you were splendid in
all you did at the Conventlon and 1 am
delighted that you are National Commit-
teswoman for California. Congratula-
tions snd good wishes.

With many thanks,

Affectionstely,

{4 Jioey : A
Miss Helen Gahagan
7141 Senalda Road
Cutpost Estates
Los Angeles
California

ade Y

ds
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 Bushington

BX Brooklyn II¥Y 1109cm July 20 1940

plrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The "hite Houvse

Degar Lra, Roosevelt I love vou everyone loves you £nd wag ere happy
today.

" Helen Gehagan
1141amd



August 2‘0, 1940
Hyde Park, Wew Tork

Dear Miss Gahagan:

A friend of mine tells ms that
Miss Katherine Huntington, 1921 Korth Highland
Avenue, Rollywood, Culifornia, is very anxious
to do some work in the campaign and I thought
perhaps you iight find time to ses her and
assign her wherever you t! ink she wu. ld he
mast useful, I am sure she wants to valunteer.

With all pood wishes, 1 um

Very sincerely yours,

diss-Helen Gahagan
7141 Senalda Road
Los Angeles, California

1o
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ni HELEN GAHAGAN

~ Mugust 13, 1940
!

: . Dear Mrs. Rnuuwalt-t
en vehalf of the '
: pmuc.rntin Women of Suuthum Cali-
.'In?gil; I want to thank you for the
?g;;néihgu and good wighes which you
sent to the luncheon for me last Hon=-
day, We were agll very nleesed to hear
.ffum ¥ou. Particularly, I went to sy
~how much I appreciated your kind r;far-
ence to me,
Hnlvyﬁ Joine me in

warzest regarde to the Proaident end

to yourself.
' Affectionetely,
7141 Senalda Romd

_Lnn .lng&lu. Californis,




% September 11, 1940

My dear Mrs. Douglas:

71—— Mrs. Roosevelt mants ms to tell you

that Mrs. Ellen 8. Woodward, who is a Comal ssioner
on the Sooial Sscurity Board, is to be in Los

, Angeles for about & week or ten duys after

" September 14, She mants to make 43 many contacta

43 possible und if you would like to get in touch

with her she can be reached in cure of “her son,

Albert Y. Woodward, 5410 Angelus Vists Boulevard,

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mrs, Roosevelt

Mra. Melvyn Douglus
d
California

Do



THE WHITE HOUSE '
WASHINGTOMN

/ / fugust 27, 1940

Ly dear H’tum:;m:

I do not know, of course, whether
Lr, Jones will accept the post of Secretary
of Commerce even though it has been

offered,

I will, however, pass your letter

along.

Alfectionately,

g

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Mss Helen Gahagen
I'IFI-.I-I'-I-II- sanalda Hoe A
Oucpoat EBatates
Los Anreles
Califrrnia

e e——



HELEN GAHAGAN

Aaguet 16, 1940

ﬁt&i:t Nre., Roomevelt: -

A letter arrived today saying

thet ‘Secretary Hopklns is resigning and
that Heary Orady is belng considered for
the post of Becretary of Commerce.

If thie is true and he is

being considered for the post, may I
Just say 1t would make every Californian
proud and happy because he is one of the
most loved and respected of all California

citizens.

The women of Californla ara

starting the Campalen in sarnest. I am

already making speecheas all over the State.

_]_.-tttr g

Thank you again for your

Hﬂctimtalr.

\ *ﬁl?

It
/ o
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LosAngeles, Calif., Bep't. 27, 1947 N fo 3
Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt. : ] f f\
The broadcast w;.a magnificent again I want to say how
heppy we are to know you are coming to LosAngeles. Of course
you know I would love to have you and Mlss Thompaon stay with
me if you can while you are here.

Helen Gahagan.
o] Mo II']



.+ HELEN GAHAGAN

" September 14, 1940

i o

S
Dear Mre. Boosevelt: :
. - I have seen Mles
Eatherine Buntington as you asked me to
de, and put her to work. G5he ls a
: “iunto;r and will be very helpful, I am
sure.
The President's speech
~ was magnificent -- 1t d1d wonderful
things out here in California,
: ¥ith all good wishes,
SLapTs : : Affectionately,

ak

il
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September 26, 1940

‘h!r‘:Zrh'lk..l".'[}l, Dp“i“"

—~Miss Helen Gahagan
Demooratic State Committee
Los Angeles, California

Mrs. Roosevelt regrets she canmot stop in San Franclseco,
MALVINA C. THOLPSON

Secretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt
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Los Angeles, Enli.!'umu, September 25, via Hyde Fark, N.Y. 26
Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt.
. Thank you for your wire We are delighted to '*muw You are

. coming. Are you Planning to visit San Francisce during same
trip? 1If so, the women there want to plan something for you.
Flease let me know so I nan\notiry them,

Helen Gahagan,



Novesber 8, 1940

Dear Miss. Oshagan

Thank you for your telegram.
Both tie President and I appreciate more
deeply than we can say all that you did
in thie campalgn.

s many thank d al
e ny, ¥ s an 1 pood

Affeotionately,

Mes: Mefoyn D gl

_MissHelen Gahagan
7141 5 enalds Drive
Los angelas
Califl.
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[ E.R. s

Jimmy has obtalned 1‘a‘cr.ulu.n::- sfund stage for Or.':tohar 1l4th
We are planning a gala reception for the celebration
of the eclose of the women's fund ralsing canpalpn.

Aré you free to come *,hrz-nI ‘F sp may we announce thilas
or should we keep it as a surorise :

i Belen Gahagan

ey ————TF
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MISA HELEN GAHAGAN
7140 SENALDA ROAD ’
HOT TYWOOD CALIFORNIA
THANKS FOR WIRE. WILL HAVE TO STAY WITH JIINIE.
]

ELEANOR RNO3EVELT
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The White Frouse r’ £
:_;'Jrfllr"l".[.‘__.
HWushington 3 (
1oWU.RA,. -280= | i %
Foughkeepsie, . ¥., September 30, 1940
Tnk WHITE HOUSE - Attention Mrs., Lund’
I haven'y Heleh Gahagats address. Please wire herx as
follows: Thanks for wire. Will have to stay with Jimmie, Signed.
E. R. Unquote.
Molly Bomerville.



Noveabar 22, 1840

Dear Miss Oahagan:

I have had the additional four letters
writtean and #11 of the lettars will go out as
8con a8 Mra. Aoosavelt has time to 8ign thea,
which 1 {imagine will be today.

I am almays happy to hear from you,
I feel very smug at the moment. I bet (theoreti-
cally) same of my pessimistic friends that the
Frésident would carry forty states, and thirty-
eight is near enough. The ¥ichigan people insiast
that a recount will Cive us that atate. In cne of
the cities the voting machines failed to record
11,000 votes,

Mra. Roosewelt and T have Just beesn on
& ten-day leoture trip, and'] thought t's en-
thusissm for the President and Mra, Rocasvelt
was greater than aver,

I hope you will be coming east soon
and will lat us know ahead,

Vary sincerely,,

Miss Helen Oehagan
T14l Senalds Road
Loa Angeles
Califorrda

I-Ir1'{--l- e EI_-;'I-.ffl-_

Joo

g #



i HELEN GANAGAN

~ November 19, 1940
) (B
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“¥rs, llattison Boyd Jones - 727 Kenneth :wad, Glendale, Cal ifornia
Head of the Women's Divigiun for Southern California (has

just now resigned) Hended campaign activities of the Women's
Diviglon durl. g the campaign,

Jr, George Creel = For many years a very influential Democratic
Party figure in California.  Address! 2671 Divisadero St.,
San Franclsco, California.

lirs. hobert MeWillisms, Stamford Court Apartments, San Franclsco.
7, Former head of Women's Divielon, Horthern Californis, Now
giving her time to the misrant proolem in Califorais.  Has

been a most efficlent Party worker and did a great desl to.
help in this as well as past campalgns.

Mr, W. T. Dollar, Editor Phblisher, SUITER CHEEK NEWS, Sutter
(v Creek, Californla.
Tnis paper has glven much space to the re-electlon of
the President. Ir has also glven much attentlion to
the activities of tne Democratic organizations in this
part of the date.. '



December 2, 19L0

Ly dear Uiss Caliagan:

The enclosed letters have been
returned to lra. Roocsevelt. Will you please
readdress them properly? I &m enclosing

v

envelopes for your use,

Very sincerely yours,

Administrative OLficer
Soclal Correspondence

Miss Helen Gahagan
7141 Senalda Road
Loa Angelss
California



e N ("
\
Tacanber 3,1940 "

|
My dear Misa Gehegan:

The anclosed letters have been

roturned to Mre. Hoosevelt. Will vou pleaase
roaddress tham?

Very sincersly youra,

Administrative Officer
Sociml Correspondsnce

Flim Melvy i Dun ||_'_.
Miss .
7141 Benalda Road
Los Angslss
Californis

R/ TEG



Dear Helen:

Many, many thanks for the beautiful
little watch which you and Mr, Douglas sent to
e for Christmas, T think that its being in
the ghape of a grandfether's clock is such a
clever idea and I am perfectly delighted to
have 1t. You were more than kind to remesber
-~ 1

I hope you kad & nice Chrisloas and
that the New Tear will be & very happy one Jor
you Lolh.

affecllve bely,

Lirs, Lelvyn Douglss
TiLl Senalda doad
Los anreles, ualif.,



L

January 14, 1841

Dear Miss Cahagan:

Mra. Rocsevelt asis if you will
pleass look into this case and let her kmow
about 1t.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mre,Rocsevelt

Mies Helen Gshagan
714l Senalda Drive
Los Angeles
California

\4__ John Yakasovich, 515 Norumbega Drive, Monrovia,Calif.

Tubercular in Dore Sanitarium - three years onhis back - in room alone

with no interests except reading and his eyes won't stand much. Has no
family - wants a small radio



HELEN GAHAGAN

January 16, 1941

J

Dear Mies Thompson

Thank you for the ‘huutim ple-
tures of the Fresident and Mra. Moosevelt.
We love them,

A11 good wishes to you.

S8incerely,

Mins Malvina Thompeon
The White Hyuse
Washingten, D. C.



HELEN GAHAGAN /

. AL
| February 18, 1941 HU

Miss Malvina Thompeon
The "hite House
Washingten, D. C.
Dear Miss Thompeon:

Thank you for the $2,00 which was sent
to Mra, Rooaevelt for the migrant childrem., It
will be edded to our fund to buy pre-school books

for the nurseries in the F, 5. iA. cemps.

Sincerely yours,

e

Los Angelesa, California



Thank you o much for your ls tter.
I could go to you for the night of the 28th
and the party coul ce held the afterncon of

1 am locking forward to seeing you.

Affectionately,

Wiss Helen Oahagan
7141 Senaldn Road
Les Angeles

Calif.
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March 3lst, 19113

- ,.‘c[ L A
Mre. Pranklin D. Roosevelt ' 1}' .-1-'!:1* : 1 %

The White House s =
¥ashington, D, C. 5

Dear Mre. Boosevelt:

It is getting close to your Califor-

e ——

nia vieit and Melvym ;Im& I are honing it will be pos-
gible faor yl.:u ené Misr Thompson to stay with us. I
understand you will arrive here the 24th of April,

be in San Prancisco the 26th, return here and remain
in Los Angeles the ?6th, “7th and 28th, We would love
to have you with us all thes time you mre hero.

- Mr. PFobert Burne, State Administra-
tor for the . Y, A., is very am.ﬂouu to have you
hear the N.Y.A. Youth Orchestra while you are in Los
Angeles. The 'plm-s. would be to have the orchestra play
in our natlo. Twenty tn farty men and women from the
fields of educatlion and public service, and who are
outatanding in the .commnity. would be invited to
meat you. An effert would bhe mnde to make them aware
of the fine work the N.Y.A. is doing with young muslclana.
Mr. Burns intends, in the near future, to invite ti;ria
group to serve in an advisory capacity, and-I am sure
he feels that contmct with you would make them all see

the 1ight., He would like you to say a few words after



Mre. Roosevelt - I;-I,gc two.

the orchestra has plaved, etreseing the importance
of the Communlty Service Projecte. The concert eould
be arrangsd for any of the daye you ars hera from
31730 to 6 in the afternoon. ¥ill you let me know

if you care to do thle and, if o, which day you can
fit it into your echedula?

I have just come back from a trip up
the coaat and have seen the N.Y.A. Fesident Projects
at San Lule Obispa. They are doing perfectly ;;;-
nificent worc in California,.

Wa sent a radls to the boy, John
Yakasovich, who wrote you from the Dore Sanitarium
in Monrevia. He wae enormously pleased and, when
he was glven the radio, he sald, "I lmew Mra, Poose-
velt wouldn't forret ma." Thie institution iz one
that has to nﬁarﬂtu on limited means and mos2t of
the patients are without funds. The marvelous thing
is that all of the people in the same ward-will be
able to enjoy the radle. They were so delighted that
one of two of tﬁ? patients had teare in thelr eyes.
John Yakasovich, bealdes having tuberculesie, has
aﬁmu glekness whieh has mede him musculerly uncoordinated.
That is why, from his hand writing, I expected he would
be & much younger person than he actudlly ls,

I have the Praai&nnt'a.nnmpnlgn hat
in the top of my closet. Melvyn and Edéie Robinson



Mre. Boosevelt - Pape three,
couldn't bear to trust it to the careless hande
af the Fepublicana. We will conault with you whan
you come as to what would be the best thing te do
with it. I have a fesling it should be sent to the
President's Library.

‘Senator Wheeler stopped the Lease
Lend Broadcast but wa sant telegrams from practically
everybody in California to Senator Barkley.

I am enclosing Mr. Burns letter
80 that you will fully understand the purpose of the
musical afterncon they have planned.

Hulvﬁn Joins me in warmest rezarda

to the President and to you.

r/I Affectionataly,

= 7
If/&/\_
= A
/.|
" 7141 Senalda Road

Los Angeles, California.



FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY \
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION

FOR CALIFORNIA MOHADNOCH BUILDING
B MARKET STREET
2328 WEST SEVENTH STREET, LOS ANGELES BAM FRANCISCO

| |

Miss Helen Gahagan
7141 Senalda Road
Hollywood, California

My dear Miss Oahagan:

Confirming our telephone conversations, the National Youth
Administration is very anxious to have you invite Mrs.
Franklin D, Roosevelt to be the guest of honor at a tea for
some thirty to forty prominent men and women wheo serve on

the State Advisory Committee for the National Youth
Administration of Califernia. Mr. 5. Burns Weston, Assistant
to the Chalrman of the National Advisory Committee, recently
personally informed us that Mrs. Rcosevelt is rendering a
distinctive service in the development of advisory committee
service for the National Youth Administration throughout the
country. Consequently, we feel that she will be happy to
meet briefly with this group and to make a short talk, out-
lining her hopes for the development 'of this type of voluntary
service..

When Mrs. Roosevelt visited Califomia in 1940 she very
generously assured us that, while she could not take time
that year to visit any of our projects, she would definitely
plan to‘allocate some time to us on her 1941 tour,

The Honorable Culbert L, Olson will invite Mrs. Hoocsevelt to
dedicate elthar (1) our large work center financed by the
City and County of San Francisco, or (2) our new resident
center at North Sacramento, serving the army air depot.
Concerning the latter exceptional project, Dr. Remzen D. Bird,
President of Occidental College and Chairman of the Natlonal
NYA Committee on College Work, on March 18, wrote directly te
Mrs. Roosevelt, describing the North Sacramento resident
center project, and conveying to her the combined hopes of
the Commandant of the depot, the National Youth Adninlstration,
and himself, that Mrs. Roosevelt would allocate time for a
visit to this project,



Page #2 Mareh 28, 1941

We are confident that through your personal invitation lirs.
Roocsevelt will be glad to render this service to the youth
of California. The allocation of 1} hours to the tea at
your home and & simllar amount of time at one of the two
proposed Northern California dedications, would cover the °
time requirement.

For the occasion at your home, our Los Angeles youth
orchestre is very anxious to play two or three numbers under
the baton of Yr, Alexander Steinert, - this is the orchestra
which Mr. Stokowski directed over a nationwide CES broadeast
early in February. For either the San Francisco or Sacramento
occasion, our San Francisco youth orchestra under the baton of
Mr, Van Den Burg covets a similar privilege.

Elizabeth McClave, of the Leigh Lecturers, genercusly provided
us with the schedule of Mrs. Rocsevelt, which at that date was
listed as follows:

April 24, Los Angeles; April 25, San Francisco; y
April 26, 27, 28, Los Angeles; Apmil 29, Hanford;
April 30, Eugene, Oregon.

We will greatly appreciate it if you will mention to Mrs.
Roosevelt our hopes for 11 hours of her time at cne of the
two Northern California points suggested, in addition to
your invitation for the Los Angeles tea at your home. In
view of the prominence of the people who will attend these
events, it is important for us tc know exactly when Mrs.
Hoosevelt can give us the time, so that invitations can be
sent out as scon as possible.

With genuine appreciation for your kindly assi stance, 1 am,
Sincerely yours,

ROBERT WAYNE BURNS
State Adninistrator

RWB/fs
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Dear Helen:

Hany thanks for your wire of Easter
greetings which we both appreclated.

I am so sorry 1 did not see you when

I was in los Angeles for Jimay's wedding, but

I was only there for a few hours, Liss Thoopson
and I will be delighted to stay with you if you
do not think it will be too much of a burden.

e will be there the night of the 24th ind again
the 24th, 27th, and 28th, and that does seem to
me o great imposition.

A8 you know, when I aa in a place for a
pald lecture, it is not posslble for me Lo make
any other public appearance. I will be glad, of
courss, to do what I can that will mot conflict
with the lecture contracty and I would like to
see the Maurice Benjamins and as much of Jiomy's
wife as posalble.

Affectionately,

Miss Helen Gahagan
7141 Senalda Road
loa Angeles, Calif.

T:DD



April 18, 1941 Vi

Dear Haleni f

I sntirely approve of the prograa as cutlined
in the letter from the colored woman.

In regard to the United Americans, I joined
becamse 1 knew several of the pecpls and felt thay
aight do good work., I am encloaing for your informa-
tion the relsass they sent me and I would liks it
back for my files,

Affectionataly,

Mrs. Melvin Douglas
7141 Senalda Road ks
Los Angeles, Calif.
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HELEN GAHAGAN

CALIFORMIA BEMOCRATIC HATIOMAL COMMITTEE WOMAN

April lst, 1941

Mise Malvina Thompson
Secretary to Mre. Roosevelt

The White House

Washington, D, €.

Dear Mise Thompeon;

W1l you please show the enclosmed
letter to Mre. Roosevelt ' It was gent to me by
a very educated colored woman here who came to fesl
that such a program was necessary becauge the was
disturbed by certain tendencies which began to show
themselves in the schoola.

K Mr. Biward Hart, Executive Secretary
of United Americams, has recently been uurt haru:  §
noticed Mrs. Rossevelt's name liata-d a8 one of the
sponaors of thie arganization., Can ¥ou tell me any-

thing about Mr. Hart and this organization 1

Thank you for all ¥our help.

Lffmtinmte‘ly.

Los Angeles, California.

7141 Senalda Foad Aleallis [QY\.QQQQM
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Los Angeles Cal,, Mar., 20 1941

Miss Hglen Gahapan
7141 Sennlda Road '

Loe Angeles, California.
Near Miss Gahapgan;-

Flease permit mp to thank you agaln for se kindly granting
an interview to Mre. Allen and myaelf,

Enclosed you will find a copy of the matter we discussed in our interview,
I trust 1t will not be construed as eriticieing the great work of the
present administration. I am a staunch supporter and ardent admirer of
our presideat and hie farreaching programs, and fasl with tha majority of
Americans and other nationalities that at nn time hitherto has so much
been done for the good of humanity. This plan presented is offered only
because of a desire to help in any poseible way,

Thie plan, revised and adjusted to fit the local school gystem, has besn
accepted by the Lns Anceles board of education, and is being iniated next
wael,

I apprecinte your forwarding this to Mrs, Roosevelt, and trust ehe will
aes gome merit in it,

Very eincerely yours

Dr. Eva W. Young.
4522 Wall Street



Forwword

Defense 1s the most important word in the American vocabulary today.
Defense of our land, our possessions, our govermnent, our way of life,
There are many " Firat lines of defense "; but there can be no lins of
defense so' important as the attitude of the poepls. I am sure there 1is
no argument on this point, as recent world events confirm this. »

This attitude, if 1t reflects understanding, intelligence, courage and
unity is the real bulwarl: both in front of and behind all national de-
Tense, Jny wealmess in this mentel armor will nullify all defense
preparations.,

This country , made up as it is of so many different elercnts --racial,
cultural, economic, political, and religious, has attempted and succeeded
in welding its par%a into one great whole, However, because of the many
elements which compose it, constantly there generated frictions and irri-
tatlons which at times tend to wealten the bonds of sympathy which should
temper the relations of the groups,

It is therefore necessary constantly to remain on guard against any cause
of friction or animosity which might tend to alienate any group or Taction
from the straight line of true democracy,

This 18’ eapecially true where our youth are concerned, Youth problems are
great,, and much is being done to solve them., In fact, never before in our
history has so much been done for the welfare of our youth., Appreciation of
this great worle, along with appreciation of American prineciples, and a
genuine love of /merican liberty, are not always so evident asn ﬁhay should
be, Problems, friction, and antagonism among our youth offer many oppor-
tunities to subversive elements which proceed to tear dovm the very things
we are trying to do, These young pecople, voters and statesmen of tomorrow,
must be rooted into the very life of our democracy, and cemented into &
firm demooratic whole, in order %o preserve our principles,

A generalized program, as well as those carried on by private groups con-
not always reach the pecple most in need of these programs, In times like
theae the need of a program specializing in this particular mctivity,spon-
sored and directed by our federal government, can readily be scomn. It is
claar1{ our obligation to perpetuate our way of life by building a citizen-
ry troined to appreciate it, .

This type of program is not only the first line of defense, but is the
very ground work of all defens preparabions,

@avg"ﬂ L
452 2 :

Lio Qugetes .



Education for Defense,

I. General lack of knowledge of democratle bacipground,
2, Hegative attitude toward rights privlilegcs and responsibilities,
3, Need of tralning as to duties of citlzens, |
s Lethargy on part of parents in their attitude toward their reapon-
sibility for the development of democratic ideals in thelr children.
5 Prejudices
| | Begtional

Economie

Religious

Racial
Laok of appreolatian of the Jmerdcan way of life,

Sugpested plan .
T.A department or a group of persons in sole department to carry om
" ,the worl,
' 2, This division to amoct as clearinghouse for all private or separate
aotivities of this nature,.
3, Definite work program to promote
: Awareness of undemocratic tendencies
Appreciaticon of opportunities
Understanding of responsibllities
Realization of rights and privilegss
Study of /merican ideals :
Thorough Iinterpertation of principles of /merican democracy.
Psychology of preparednessa,

L. Study of component groups of our country to promote appreciation of
contribution each has made to sociely,

The above plan would systematize, correlate, and unify all efforts in this
direction

Lo Coa
4529
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‘.\ ilsie daterbur; sorris, 284 Madeline Drive, rasadena, California- .ants job.
-~ - — —_—.

May 29, 1901

Dear [alen:

I am sending this letter to
you as you may know of something lirs. lorrie
" ecan do. 1 do not belleve she is a Denocrat.

Affectionately,

liiss Helen Gahagan
71,1 3enaldd Road

Los angeles, Calif.

[,
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THE WHITE House
WASHINGTON

June 10, 1941,

MEMORANDUM FOR
MRS. ROOSEVELT

It would help 1f you could
gend this to Helen Gahagan to
check up on and for any recommen-—

dation she may care to make,

F. D. R.

/A“’fm? ¢ %dzﬁ'ﬂ,«r% ke
Zgﬁ /}//5, V4 (ﬁm&m{. a Bencad, L
. _
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June 12, 1941

Dear Helen:

The Fresldent suggested

Ilnlmltnmt.nmu:ou
bhave dny suggestion to make. I know that
the letter is a trus as Mr.
Ja T. 0'Connor told me much the same thing,

er, I don't know what to do about it
and we thought you miglit know of somathing
she could get to do.

r

Letter from Benator James E. liurray to General Jatson,
enclosing copy of letter frqm;yargaret Caffey Kilroy.

Uiss Helen
Jenalda Road

Los Angeles, Calif,



Copy

My dear Banator Murray: N

A few weeks mgo when I read of the President's dadicaticn of
Wocdrow Wilson's birthpleca, I wondered if i1t would not be poesible to
let him kmow thaot Wilsou'e dsughter Elesnor McAdoo is leeding rather a
desparate time. Lest night I had a long chat with her - she was so0
discouraged thet I beve besn turning over io my miod Just how I might
bring the metter to the President's motice. 4 letter from me would
bhardly resoch him snd besr little welght.

The situation 1s briefly - Moidoo left no estote and Elesnor
hes & 1little more than one hundred dollara & month to support herself
and ber deughter Faith. She is telking on the redio, but hss not besn
eble to g°t n sponeor and the telks for which she ie peid very-little
will soon ba discomtinued. She has been given permisslon to live in
the Metdoo houee in Barkeley Square, © grect empty bera of & pluce,
thet hes been teken over by foreclosurs, end where she will heve to
live in the few roome ghe will be eble to furnish until the houss is
eold., 4i=ms you mey imagine, it wil be r most pl.‘u&'ppy sxpafienca.

Meny peopla believe thet she hrr en iocome from royelties
on the book, ™The Woodrow Wilsons™, which I wrote with her bul es a
metter of fect the book wes & fellure and the publishere have not
sarnad the mwoney they advanced to ua.

Elsunor snd I have been oloee friends for yeers end thowgh
she has many other friends who would, of course, try to Lelp her if
they knew the situstion, she would not osk for help and of course
she must mot kmow that I am seking thia of youl

You must forgive me for writing you, but I know your grest
kindness in mettere of thies port mnd I em bhoping you will mot com-
oider it too great em imposition.

I hesitate to suggest what she might be able to do, but
perhups something in comnection with the Defense Bonde end Stemps.

Daads (?) tells me that you Luve promiced to bring Mra. Murray
with you to whern you get out esga'n to California. It
would be a great pleasursa to have you both and you might find the sleepy
peace of this plece plessant after the heotio deye I know you ere heving
in Washington.



|
-

We tre recovering fros the excitement of the visit of the
South American hdmirels end my mother waes pertioulsrly he py to find
that her fevorite story about the grest grand- father's ship Le Reins de
Los Angeles, with sll the eilver and the purple esils on which the Tirst
of the femily ceme to Celifornis 15 & Llegend in Peru.

I will be so grataful if you okd do something for Eleenor.
Desds and I ere g8 always -

/8] Mergeret Caffay Kilvoy

Mey 23, 1941





















September 15, 1941

Dewr Helen,

Thank you so muoh for your
wire. I do hope I will be able to as-
complish something definite. I made up
my mind to do this job because, from
all sides, I hed complaints about the
laok of progreas and I may be able to
push things along.

Affesctionately,

Hra. Helwm Dourlas
141 Sonalda Drilva

Los inreles :
Crlifornia .fjl&‘
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LOS ANGELES, CALIF., Sept. 15, 194| '
MRS. FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT:

AT LAST WE ARE S0 HAPPY LOVE. W

HELEN GAHAGAN,

Pan Mﬁ.,.% lfj_n';#{*‘-n
¥ S ematda b
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Septeaber 24, 1941
Miss Helan Oahagan

7141 Senalda Drive ;
Los Angelss, California

Secretary Morgenthau has arranged through Procuremsnt Division
of Treasury to allow Depertment of Public horks of Los Angeles
County to use 1500 sewing machines for indefinite period if thay
provide maintenance and insurance

Elsancr Rocoavelt
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CaLl HOCRATIC MATIOWAL COMMITTLLWOMAN
il l..-—-' '
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September 25, 1941

S

Deareat Mra. Hooseveltt
I Thank you for the telegram
regarding permission from the Procurement
Diviﬁon of the Tremsury Department to allow
the Public 'lu:;\:u Tepartment of Los Angeles
County to use 1500 sewlng machlnes.
Melvyn and I are distressed

to hear about your brother's illnese and want

rnu. to know wa are thinking of you.

Affectionately,

/5%

7141 Senslda Road

1Lgs Angeles, California.




L

Miss Helen Oahagan Septeabar 27, 1941
. 7141 Senalda Drive
Los Mnghles, California

Hope you will come directly here énd stay at White House. Let me
know time of arrival

Eleanor Roosevelt



b

September 29, 1941

MEMO POR MR. CRIM:
MR, TOLILEY:
NISS THOMPSOM:
Kiss Halen Gahagen is arriving on
Wednesday, October lst, and has been

inritodtultqntﬂuhnun. Time
of arrival will be known later,

/

u.T.L,



- TELEGRAM RS %,

The White House ¥
Bletgon

90wuk1 3|

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., Seet. 20, 1941
MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT:

ARRIVING WASHINGTON WEDNESDAY OcToBER |, FOR WPA
Aovisory Comm|TTEE MEETINGE. | HOPE YOU CAN SPARE ME A FEW
MINUTES OF YOUR TIME TO TALK OVER CiviLian DEFENSE. WE LOVE
YOU AFFECTIONATELY.

HELEN GAHAGAN-



TELEGRAM |
The White Fouse /()
3wuk1 20 7:51 pun. Washingtorr

"LOS ANGELES, CALIF., Cct. 21, 194|

MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT:

REGARDING MEETING SPONSORED BY LEAGUE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AFTER

INQUIRIES MY ADVICE 15 HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH IT. AFFECTIONATELY,

( HELEN Gwmnu.j
k,b



Uiss Helen Czhagan October 21, 1941

T14l Senalda Drive

Loas Angelea

California

Have been asked by Rason Walech to urge John Carfield to speak at big
dinner October 26 for American All \I‘nk. Meeting sponsored by AFL
and Lea;us for Civil Rights. What do you know about this and what is
¥our advice?

Elsanor Roocsevelt



Wipe Miss Helen Gehagan - Los Angeles, Callf,

L

| by Ramon Welch
Have been asked/to urge John Garfield to speak at big dinner

'Oect. 2Eth for Americane All Weel. ﬂruting sponfored py
AFL end League for Civil Rights What do you know sbout
this and whag 18 your advice love

ELEANCR ROOSEVELT




TELEGRAM _
The White Fouse | (o g

TOs, PASADENA, CALIF., Oct. 19, 1941 \&\f} uq" 05 57
AR

YA

MRS, FRANKLI'l C., ROCSEVELT: 0

AMERICAN ALL WEEK 18 BEING CELEBRATED IN PoMmona, SITE Los ANGELES
County Fair, BY BIG DINNER DANCE OcToser 26 SPONSORED BY AFL AnND LEaguEe
FOR CiviL RigHTS., CELEBRATION SHOULD DO MUCH TO COUNTERACT LOCAL ANT|-
SPANISH-AMERI CAN DISCRININATIGN IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND PLEDGE, PROMOTICN
NATIONAL UNITY IN Pomona AND LOS \NGELES COUNTIES., .PPEARANCE OF A
HoLLywooD sTaR AS Youm REPRESENTATIVE SPEAK IN BEHALF UNITY OF ALL
AMERICAN MINORITIES TOWARDS NATIONAL EFFORT, WOULD AID GREATLY. BeL\e
ACTCR JoWn GARFIELD WOULD BE PLEASED TO PRESENT Y0 R MESSAGE OF SU Pﬂﬁ¥
ON RECEIPT OF WIRE FROM YOU TO SCRECN ACTORS fulLo HoLLywono, 'oﬁhu
YOU KINDLY REPLY BY RETURN WIRE To Fauon JELCH, TD?ﬁ NomTi CaTaLTfgd,
PASADENA, S0 WE MAY PROCEED WITH PLANS?

\w v
EDWARD GREENYALD, Pomona AMERICANS ALL CommI TTEE, 3 “%

Trow 116NL.,

Tl

N



October 27, 1941.

Dear Helan:

Thank you so much for the plate,
which is very good. The President seized
upon it for his library. It was such fun

haring you hers.
Affectionately,

liss llelen: Gahapan
TLLl Sehalda Drive
Los Anpeles, Calif.

Vus

)
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HELEN GANAGAN

.tlLiH}IIII- DEMOCRATIC MATIOHAL COMHITTEEWDMAN 5
Movember 4th, 1941. :’1(‘/('( ; B

Dear Mra. Roomevelt;

In answer to your letter of October
dlst, I regret very much that I will be unsble
to ettend Miss Davison's meeting, to which
the heads of the Natifnal Women's Organlza-
tions have been called on Saturday, November
Bth, as I will be on the West Comst at this
time,

I regret very much that I cen't be
with Miss Davieon, as I am sure the meeting
will be of velue to all those who attend.

Veary elncersly yours,

\rs, Franklyn D, Roasevelt,
Aspigtant Director,

" Offics of Civilian Defenss,
" Tupent Circle Apartment Building,

Room 1025,
¥ashington, D, C.

all. Gotoge

\

4



Hovember 10, 1941

Dear Helen,

Mra. Hoosevelt has received the
enolosed request for a mossage in con-
oection with the Pirst Annual Hollywood
Thrill Cirous being sponsored by the
Columbus Assooiation for the Blind, Ino.

Before complying with this re-
quest, she will greatly appreciate amy
information you osn give her regarding the
Columbus Asscociation.

Very sinoersly yours,

-

Seoretary to

Mrs. Roosevelt

Miss Helen Cahagan

7141 Senalda Drive '
Los Angelas

Cal ifornia

PLF/HY



T ———

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Hovember 10, 1541

Dear Halen; |

Mre. koosevelt has received the
enclosed request for a message in con-
neotion with the First Annual Hollywood
Thrill Cirous being sponsored by the
Columbus Association for the Blind, Inc.

Before complying with this re-
quost, she will preatly appreciate any
information you ean give her regarding the
Columbus Assoeiation.

Very sincerely yours,

Z’t o Pidris nm r'r\' - ;ﬁ’rr-
Seoretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt

Miss Helen Cehagan
Tl&lﬂﬁomld: Drive
Los Anpgoles
California

:/(:r\-/



HELEN GAHAGAN

Wavepbar 17,1041

Hise Vnlvinn C, Thompeon
The Thite House
Waehinrton, N.C.

Daar Hier Thomneoni

I am roturning the lettnr
recalvad by ¥ra. Ronsevelt, and wyourt
l:ttﬂf to Vies fahsgan., Unfortunately,

can tell »ov nothing about the
Columbur Asanciation far the Blind --
it ir located in Colurmbus, Chio. The

. addrese of the Circus Hepdnuartere is

173 Eagt long Street, Columbus, s
noted in the marsin of the lnatter,

I hope this renches rou
in timp for you ta take anprapriate
action,

Sincerely yours,

ATV

Welda Solinper
Secretory to
Helen Grheagan



F~ - . I am enclosing my correspondence
“with the Attorney General, so that you may
Jmow ‘what is happening out here about our
‘Frderal - Judgeship, I think the appointment
ought to bte made for pany Teasome, It is
cing for great confusion in Southern
‘we can't afford the




Hovember 18,1941

The Hon, Francle Biddle
mhl ef the Attorney Oemaral
Washington, D. C.

.

Dear l.l:-._’1 Hiddle;

Ia regard to thas
FYederal Judgeship in Tos Angeles, I ltﬂl fanl
that Jolh Packard ought to have it., Oppesition
to him revolves around the lgwast kind of polit-
ical chicanary. His gettip not gatting
it involves so many thin 1 B

it becomrs much mors
Fedaral Judgeship. low ou fesl that
giving the appointment "y kard is impess-

#ble bacrune of certaln opfppdd
1y somathing should be found™f
lon of hin past comtribution,

hopeless =~

s with desp regret --
a anlutign h teelf. dims Marionm
Harron, & ommber of the Uplted Btates Board of
Tax Appedls,\'h | heraslf as & candidate.
She 1s Prill 4f1ed, as ir svidenced
by the from J’mtlci Justin

Miller of the United ﬂhhl Court of Appeals,
whon inion T oconsider mors highly for such
t than that of anyones ales from

If Miss Harron ware to be glven
t, it would be a magnificent gesturs

A recognition of the contributiom that
womani have tn nake. Her appointment would meast

. with zeal and approbation from the Women'- DNivia-
lon in Washington amd in California.



The Hon. Franois Biddle =3

Fer appointmsnt would mest with
none of the vicleat opposition that has grested
all other candidates. It would 1ift the President
and yourself out of the bickering, pulling, and
rangor which would be heaped upon you with the
appointment of mny one of the candidated now in
the fiald, She in & candidate that onsl|pan be
Justly proud of, and she is the only o idate
outslde of John Packard who is worthy tol|f111
guch a high office.

With kindest r

Sincersly yours,

Gahagan
H3i1ns



United .itates Court of Appsals
Washingten, D. C.

Aovembar 15,1841

Miss Eelen Oshagan
T14) Semalda Road
Los Angeles, Califerais

Dear Wiss Bahagan)

Bnclossd 18 & susmary of ths sducat
lonsl earesr of Miss Marion J, Harron, now &
Unitad Statea Board of Tax Appsals. [ hav
for mers Yhan'ten ysars and have had ralees her
qualifieations an & lawysr wnd ss & Judge on many asicns.
For several months wa were fellow-members of the Unltes States
Board of Tax Appeals. The proced of that Board requires
that when a Hember has complatyd preparation of o oplnion
ha shall pressnt the epinica
Board., On thess cecasions nd
rround of the case la sub)s /
lenting scratiny of the an piiership. Oaly ens of vary
raal lilll.x. adeguate tralnix satal and smotiocarl polae
and fudlet temparament in the anst sense con wall survive
thess searching sssslons. I have W
cogcanlons hold her own in admiriable fashion with that praup
which, lneldental nosed otharvise antirely of men.

Uiem Marrem

r I hava ha! occasipn, ar & Judgs
of the Mnited SHates Court e Appeals, to appralse Wiss Harren's
work whem it h um to thiy ocourt on appeal. Yere her opinions
wust bsar compa \\ withnll not anly of other Membars of the
United Btates Board-pf Fak Appsala, but of Judges of the Dist-
rioct Ogurt of the Tnited Gtatas for the Dletriot of Columbia, and
of tha adminintrative agencies whase handquarters are in

» inoluding the FPatent Offios, the Federal Trade Coms-
s the Interestate Commerce Comminsicn, the Pederal Comsunice-
the Becuritics wnd Exchange Commissiom, and
asnure you without reservation that Mise

ts this comparative test in admirable fashion.

realize, as do [ and ewary other informed person,
that & woman who sagagea in the practiece of law ls under rarious
handicap because of the prejudies which exiats i{n tha minds of

fallow=profassional pecple, &n wall as tha gpeneral publis. This
is aven more true as applied to o woman who occuples a judioianl



Wise Helen Cahagan - November 15,1941

position. I waying what I have pald, thersfors, onnserning Mies
Harron, 1 have paid her a such highar gomplimant than L1f T had
written the same things about & man. Of course, tha State of
talifornia 1s probably more hospltable to the professional act-
{vitiss of women than is mny other Stats in the lmlen. The great
1aw schools of Californim have admltted womei as students for
many years, while scms of the Xantern schooly|atill refuse them
admisslon, mnd sema have conceded wimisnion 1y very reluctantly
and during very racent years, Similarly, T 14 may that South-
ern California mnd thégolty of lLes Angeles havs a larger percent-
age of women lawyers in practles, and & lan
the Lench, than is trus of any othe
concerns judioial offige, this is trus emly in thi~State and local
afficen, In m time and under an Administration in which the
rights and privilages of all membars of scolety have besn 80 Fm-
phasized, 1% would seem entir -r. therafors, that serious

consideration should be glvep ifioationn for sppolnt-
pent to judiclal office of r women membera of the bar.
Moreover, it would sesm ag 4 approprinte promotion to
advance Miss Jarron from b o the United States Board of
Tax Appsals == which is in nense o judicial office -- %o
the Dlsrtict Court bengh.

YTou will undsrstand, eof dourse, that averything which
I have sald above 4 without first-hand imowledige of the ait-
‘ Shyhern California, and without the slight-
A you sny sctlon which, from tha strat-
by, may sesm inappropriste. Im other
faots which are available from the
naramant, character, abll'ty, and
truining which 1 hegn' my opportunity to obmerve, and which
it is my privilege to report to you.

With all good wishes t~ you and kr. Touglas, T mm

fincarely yours,

Justin Miller



STAMDARD FORM Mo. 144

Arrvoves PR Pt The White House
Washington
TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

December 9, 1941

Jou
\ T
Migs Helen Gahagan

714l Sensdds Read

Los Angeles, Calif,

Begret we do not know time of Mre. Boosewelt's arriwal.

E. W. Magpes



}‘ ..ﬂ
TELEGRAM BV o
The White House & A

Hlnshington

RF, LOS ANGELES, CALIF., Dec. 8, 194
MALVINA THOL'PSON: OR LORENA HICKOK: '

S4wuk1 30 3 Ex.

DeEar TOMMY WE ARE OVER RUN WITH CONFLICTING REPFORTS AS
T0 WHEN MRS. ROOSEVELT IS5 TO ARRIVE. E WANT TO KNOW AT ONCE,
FLEASE ANSWER BY WIRING ME AT MY HOME,

HELEN GAHAGAN.



' February 10, 1942

Dear lh]’m

lirs, Roosevelt received your
letter of Pebruary 2 and her reply is,
"] den't sse why you siould” sponsor
Hational Shareoroppars Week,

Sinoerely,

Secretary to
Urs. bosevelt

" Mies lielen Cahagan
714l Senalda Drive
Loes Angelsp, Culifomis

PR



\‘ g HELEN GAHAGAN

Pabruary 2, 1942

e u-Hnlvinn Thnmpnnn
~White Houge - .
- Washington, D.C.

-n?'ﬁunr Tnmmy:

=R The New York Committee

S fur Hntinnnl Shnracroppera Teek has

Cc s o seked us to sponeor them. Bishop
=om - —-Francle J. McConnell is Chalrsan,

- AT T and Mre, Ramond Y. Tngereoll is

“ Tieea-Chnirman.

o .. Enpwing nothine: about
: it. I turn to you.: Should our:
'us appn&r an npnnnorn?

o Man.ataly,

Ilelen Gehagan

Horns

shijaye




HELEN G.&HﬁGﬁN /00

k}"/ May 7, 1942

-Mra. Franklin D. Hooasavelt

The White House

“Washington, D. C.

Deareat Mra. Roocsgevell:

Your letter made my heart dehs. How I wish I
could come to ashing to see you--to see Lelvyn,
but it's impossible to leave the ehildren. Thank you
Just the same for thinking of mae.

L

It just so happens that I had a meeting the other
riight with leaders of the Negro race. 4a the Negros
are being siphoned from defense industries whare vie
have finally gotten them, new problems are arising.
With these problems new and rather serious disturbancesa
among the younger and hot-blooded elements are threat-
ened.

This maeting was held in the hope that & few
golutiona to the situation could be worked out and
sent on to the President for his consideration as
next sateps in solving the problem of racilal discrimin-
ation. The Negro leadeara here are extremely reason-
able and only desirous of helping at this time. .Je
ﬁagﬂhﬂ very happy that leadership rests in their
ha B

In a few days I will send you their recommenda-
tions which will be in Washington before your meeting

~on May l4th. This situation concerns not only the

colored people, but the Mexican as well, here in
Cglifornia.

I think it wonderful and right that you have
taken the leadership of this committee.

Tha President's speeoh was Jjust what we all needed
and I beliesve from the general reacticn--vwanted. Hia
beauty and greatness shown through like a greal light.
It was as though everyone, ihrough the speech, was
brought face to face with his better self. ZFeople
geem desirous to live up to their best good. 1 hope



|
=P

it will lagt. Somehow I think it will,

ile are working terribly hard out here -- Jorking
to return congressmen Iirom this state with some Iore-
sight. & Congress that will support the kresident.

LMy love to you and Tommy.

Devotedly,

/o




Msy 19, 1942

Dear Helen: [

Many thanks for the matarial which
you sant me and which will be useful.
1 sm glad you like the article I

wrota for Mow Republlec.
s anjoyed sesing Helvym again,

iffectionstely,
vreg Halen Geaero
7141 “nnelds Drive
Pellywoen, Gald i,
..'.-Ll'n't'q “'!.".l'-' et Sonl ) L .'-' ir Ir":.:‘f.' ]
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HELEN GAHAGAN

. | A\
ey 17, 1040 ‘\ "'-’

Frn. Pranklin T. Paossvelt
Tha Write House
Weehineton, D.C.

Daar Mra, Roanevelt:

Encleosed ia the materisl I
promised wou far tha 14th, which will
arrive in time, T hape,

The one report was compiled
by a comuitten of Neern leaders here,
chalmanned by the thres eipnatorier
of the report. ¥or wour infermation,
Wre. Fey Allen 1e & member af the Tas
Angnlen Enard of Education, Mr. Aupgustus
Hawkine 1s a Stete fneenblvoun &t Sacre-
mento, and 'r, Dellune is <th Tnterfation-
al Yiee-Preeidant, snd Supervienr of the
Pacific Comst Zone nf the Bretharhaad of
Sleaping Car Parteres,

I read your article in the
Hew Rapublic, and 1t was wopndrrful,

Hdlen Goahogen
HGine



August 28, 1942

Dear Halen: <

The enclosed is & copy of a
letter which came to me from Callifornia.
I should appreciate your expression of
opinion on tha subject.

Affectionately,

(_I-l.tu Helen Gahagan . v
7141 Senalda Drive
Los. Angeles, California

A s EJWMJ PIDTES{_{T

/U

VDS/mlt

0



e
: frfﬁf?:
Npe

SEN. Vi

- o oa L E
Wy S

Bua - & “

\"‘- L' "II.

J;F ;A ' Aucust 12, 1942 g+pue
{§9 vw /5 Morro Street ' -
i l v San Luis Obispn,

kj? 7 Cal ifornia

My dear Mrs. Roonsevelt:

Although I am amazed at my own boldness in writine
to one as onccupied as you, I am doine 8o because I
feel my reason for en doing is one which might be
nf intersst to you.

I've been an ardent "fan," for years, sespecially
since devouring your wonderful book. 1 read it,
you see, durine the years I worked at Faramoint
Studio in Hollywood as "woman's anele" p blicist,
press agent, and columnist and I¥HEed it as what
could honestly be called an antidote from the type
of writine I had to do .

I know what Sylvia Sidney has tol? me about meeting
and talkine with you has really orovided me with the
courage tn address you -- I wondar if ynu remember
her visit with you, it is one of her m-st precious,
vivid experiences . And she is a girl who uses
superlativesasparingly -- so I knew I was lucky to
have her share her impression of you with me very
soon after her visit tﬁﬁha White ﬁnusa.

This is my "ery.” I've been an army wife now for
about two years. My husband, Captain Edward P.
Dreschef,is a docter in the regular army and of
course I am thoroughly proud of him. He went intoe
active service the very day he received his M.D.
and although, after hard work in Hollywnod studios
for nearly seven years, my life with him is far
from an easy one -- therse is only one thine I would
change in it.....not just for m&™but for every
woman married to an officer(or to an enlisted mand




L

This touches on a subiect we all must accept

and tolerate -- but I am hoping that perhaps

my sugzestion, brought to your attention, may
be constructive. I hope so.

I have been moved a2bout a zood deal since war
was declsred. Most avmy wives have. Strange
towns at short notice, nugine problems, futile
searches [or a place to live and apartments or
rooms in places we've never dreamed we'd have
Lo refer to as*homel 1I've seen high-ranking
officers' wives learning to do laundry and to
¢nok and pretendirg it waz fun. I've done things
I never thought I could do and keep my zense of
humor. We're all ready and anxious to keap on
this way ¢ 8 can be near enough our dear ones
to help tpem keep on toward the victory we all
dream of and look forward ta.

(o= e Ou s d i
But when we are left alone in these towna'we
cannot very well barricade the doors and never
emerge. Therefore,when we%fo to market, out
calling -- or to an early movie in the evenine
I can't see why we should have to be insulted
on an average of three or four times each trip
by soldiers who take it for granted that any
unescorted lady -- regardless of age or demeanor --
is entitled to any remark or insult they wish
to make., Sometimes our treatment ‘& worse than
thia.— ! eed e fe Loghaa

We, the same women, walk with our husbands and
mark with pride the respect and the salute our
husbands receive from these same men. Why then,_
can't someons figure out same sort of emblem, oniSig,:
humble but significant, to end this di sousting
condition? I sound like a erank, I suppose, but

I speak for hundreds of women who love the army
and who loathe havine to be humilistad rersnnally
when life is seriously difficult enourh,durine
serarations lone or brief. (What civilian women
who receive_this same treatment, also, think --

is nbvinus:) We shouldn't have to stop when these
embarrassine thines happen and s&¥ 8're officers
wives." We know we have no rank but in resnect to



- H
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that af our husbands, around which we hlllild.
our entire lives, conduct, homes -- don t you
think it goes beyond the limits nf decency to
let this thing go merrily on?

.
I belong to the eroup who think women in wJ'1&f43
uniform, unless in active duty, are silly ewiodv.N
I bez you to keep my name out of this hecause ™
1 believe that an army wife shruld remain as
far in the backeround as rnssible. As a press
agent |1 learned that my first requisite was
never to get my face in the picture -- and 1
feel that way =bout this., But I t ink women
in general could be spared a lot of humiliation
during the days, months, perhaps years ghead
and at hand -- when we want to g0 on with our
lives as normally as -osesible, if a sienal on
the wives nf their officers enuld start a subtle
war on the manners of the soldiers on leave in
these towns where the bars and "pubs" inspire
them to a wholesale affront toward every woman
they meet.

I've been a liberal all my life, perhaps too
much so for a daushter of straicht-laced Maine :
I've worked alone in New York and i- Hollywood
and led, as you can tedl from that -- a most
darine life, acenrding to many standards. I
therefore do not embarrass or fli¥ch easily --
but I'm =o weary of altermatine between catting
too furinus to find my voice and a decision to

git at home from five in the afternoon on . -

Pleass forgive the hurried inchherency of this
as I'm rushine to a precious few hours with my
husband and am writirg this between trains --
before I lose my couraee to rost it . He waild
disown me, nn doubt, for dnine it or, at least,
for the punctuationysins ! But he's on desert
manouvers so 1 w-n't have time to tell him.

Most rescectfully EH&Nrg, c-ﬁMJ-c,.f._‘
! [{IPAYFERS

Uaroation dhsb.
. +' Hrs. Edward Phi'ip Drescher



Oeotober ﬁ, 19!"2-

Dear Helen:

I was very much ashamed of myselfl
for developing a cold, and furious with
whatever fates caused ms to miss a chance

of seelng you.

\irs. Rocsevelt wrote that her
time with you was very short, and I am
;wrrbu;utlkm-m-mhmmm
being with you and Melvyn.

#hen are you coming Bast?
Do make it soon.

Affectionately,

Miss Helen Gahagan
7141 Senalda Bolse :
Los Angeles, California.

VDS



HELEN GAHAGAN

CALIFORNIA DEUCCHATIC MATIONAL SO MITTIEDwoMAN ‘_&’:é
e
d"/é/ ¢
October 2, 1942 r

Dear Tommy:

A dear old lady arked me to mend this on to

you. I am aleso sending some other thinge frem
the office.

We wers so dieappointed that ¥you didn't come
with Mrse. Roosevelt, T am ¥ary unhappy to hear
of your cold.

Life is very hectic but T axpect wa'll live
through it somehow until after November,

Hy love to you.

s



September 23, 1942

To=--Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt
The First Ladvy of Our Land
My dear Mrs,., Roocsevelt,

Every great man has glven credit, pralse, tribute,
and honor to one or two women in his 1life who have helped
him to attaln his goal.

You, with understanding, wisdom, steadfastness, and
loyalty, have, in my humble oplnlon, been a wonderful
influence in giving to our nation "ths right man at the
right time".

Now that he 1s rightfully placed, you are giving him
the encouragement he needsa In these difficult, trylng
times and glving of yourself and talents so unatintingly
to our great cause, and to our pesonle, who hold you in
high sateen.

I have two sons in the Army and Ynow that with the
wise leadership of our great courageous Preslident we will
win thias war for freedom and democracy.

« With confidence, reapect, and admiration in my heart,
I have trled to express my thoushts in the verse I am
sending to you with the hope that in your busy day you
will find time to read them to your husband and our beloved
President of the United States of America.
3incerely,

Fﬁ/“hn u’#'*"":;) {;f‘?

Nonnie I. Coffey



A TRIBUTE TO OUR HONORED PRESTIDENT [

0, Franklin D. you lreltn be
The Savior of our Nation,
You're loved by all

Bgth blg and amall.

In fact, by all Creation.

God made you to love and serve him
And this you are doing well
By your love for the poor and feeble

In a haven of rest to dwell.

I lmow that Cod will hless you
In every thing you do.

He will steer your ship
Through the ecrisis

And bring you safely through.

He will help you see that justice

Is done in every land,

And help you free his people

From that cruel and ruthless band.
\

And when at last he takes you

To dwell in his Heavenly Home,

There you'll have no worry

And sorrow 1s .

i

By Nonnie I. Coffey



\. HELEN GAHAGAN

CALIFORNLE DEMOTRATIE HATIDHAL CEHUITTIDWOMAR

October 2, 1942

AL

Dear Tommy:

In reference to this letter which you
have sent me, I have heard no -t_uri.n about
women being accosted on the streets. I
think this lady is flattering herself.

On secend thought, there is always the
usual amount of joking and "whistling® that
goes on wherever the Army is stationed. I'm
sure that this lady haen't been insulted in

any direct way.

Affectionately,




hupust 12, 1942

My dear Mrs, Rocsevelt:

Although I am amazed at my own boldness in writing to one
as occupled as you, I am doing so because I feel my reason for &o
doing is one which might be of interest to you.

I've been an ardent "fan," for years, especially since
devouring your wonderful book. I read it, you see, during the years
I worked at Paramount Studio in Hollywood as "woman's angle"” publicist,
press agent, and columnist and I even used it as what could honestly
be called an entidste from the type of writing I had to do!

1 know what Sylvia Sidney has told me about meeting and talking
with you has really provided me with the coumge to address you — I
wonder if you remember her visit with you, it is one of her most
pracious, vivid experiences! #nd she 1s & girl who uses superlatives
seldom and sparingly — so I knew I was lucky to have her share her
impression of you with me very socon after her visit to the Yhite House.

This is my "ery." I've been an army wife now for about two
yeara, My husband is a doctor in the regular army and of course I am
thoroughly proud of him. He went into active service the very day he
received his M.D, and although, after hard work in Hollywood studios
for nearly seven years, my life with him is far from &n easy one --
there is only one thing I would change in it....n0t just for me alons,
but for every woman married to an officer (or to an enlisted man.)

This touches on a subject we all must accept and tolerate--
but I am hoping that perhaps my suggestion, brought to your attention,
may be constructive. I hope so,

I have been moved about & good deal since war was declared.
Most army wives have, Strange towns at short notice, housing problems,
futile searches for & place to live and apartments or rooms in places
we've never dreamed we'd have to refer to a8"hone! I've meen high-
ranking officers' wives learning to do laundry end to cook and
pretending it was fun. I've done things I never thought ! could do
and keep my sense of humor. We're all ready and anxious to keep on
this way, expecially if we can be near enough our dear cnes to help
them keep on toward the victory we 811 dream of and look forward to.

But when we sre left alone in these towna (as we ars, more
and more) we can not very well barricade the doors and never emerge.

Therefore, when we do go to market, out calling -- or to an early



2

movie in the evening I can't see why we should have to be insulted on
an average of three or four times each trip by soldiers who take it for
granted that any unescorted lady -- regardless of age or demeanor —

is entitled to any romark or insult they wish to make,  Sometimes our
treatment is worse than this -- believe me, much worse.

We, the same women, walk with our husbands ond mark with pride
the respect snd the salute our husbands receive from these sume men.
Why then, can't someone figure out some sort of emblem or insignia
humble but significaent, to end this disgusting condition? I sound like
a crank, I suppose, but [ speak for hundreds or women who love the army
and who loathe having to be humiliated personally when 1lifle 1s
seriously difficult encugh, during separaticns leag or brief. (What
| eivilian women who receive this same treatment, also, think--is obwvious,)
We shouldn't have to stop when t..hlasa embarrassing things happen and
say inanely "We're officers wives." We know we have no rank but in
respect to that of our husbands, around which we build our entire lives,
conduet, homes == don't you think it goes beyond the limits of decency
to let this thing go merrily on?

I belong to the group who think women in uniform, unless in
active duty, are silly so it isn't a secret desire to be "decorated."
I beg you to keep my name out of this because I believe that an army
wife should remain as far in the background as possible. As & press
agent I learned that my first requisite was never to get my face in
the plcture -- and I feel that way about this, But I think women in
general could be spared a lot of humiliation during the days, months,
perh&ps years ahead and at hand -- when we want to po on with our llves
as normally as possiblé, if a signal on the wives of thelr officers
could start & subtle war on the manners of the soldlers on leave in these
towns where the bars and "pubs" inspire them to & wholesale affront
toward every woman they nmeet,

I've been & liberul all my life, perhaps too much so for a
daughter of straight-laced Maine! I've worked alone in Hew York and
in Hollywood and led, as you can tell from that -- a most daring life,
according to many standards, I therefore do not embarrass or flinch
easily -=- but I'm so weary of alternating between getting too furlous
to find my voice and & decision to sit at home [rom five in the afterncen

on} !

Please forgive the hurrled inccherency of this as I'm rushing
to a preclous few hours with my husbiand am writing this hetween trains--
before I lose my courage to post it! He would disown me, no doubt, for
doing it or, at least, for the punctusiion sins! But he's on desert
mancuvers so I won't have time to tell him,

Most. respectfully and admiringly yours,



Novesber 25, 1942

Dear Helen)
I hear that ycu are coming east
and I sa counting on your staying here at
the khite House. 1 sm most anxious to
see you.

Affectionataly,

Mrs, Melvyn Douglas
7141 Senalda Drive
Los Angeles, Calif



Deceaber 28, 1942 - . |

Dear Halen;

It wao grand to get pour letter snd
Ido hope you will coms east. It 13 much too
long slace wo buve cesn Yoll.

I doubt tlst enyone will ho ohle to
seo Uadamu "hirng Zal-shat P o whila, and
#o hove boon Instructed to pons pll roqueats
eloas to the Labuosy here. I will send &
mamo to the Ambassador 1f you vish as he cen
heve the fejueut ou file,

iffectioncztoly,

MCT/cah

Mra, Melvyn Dougles
T1Lil Senalda Drive
Loa Angeles, Call fornis



CALIFORNIA DEMOCRATIC MATIOWAL COMMITTEEWOHAN

' HELEN GAHAGAN y‘ﬂjl.{ &
o

Deceaber 22, 1942

Dear Tommley

How relleved we all wers when you and Mre, Hoomevelt rafely
landed back in this country. And how we buret with pride over
everything that you did, I sm locking forward sc to sealng
you and ¥re. Roosevelt. Frobebly I will coma E et somntine in
February. Mel is in a camp in Arkansoas, All I get from him are
a few telegrams , I laughed over the phone and sald 1t tock &
wpr to get him any exarcise,

Will wou be A darliog and find out scmrthings for me. A Mr, Yomg-
Jeung Eim , the Director of Public Relatlions for the Unlted
Korean Committes lo Amorica came to see me yeeterday, The
Eoreans are very anxloue that the Korean provielonel G vernment
ba recognized by Chiang Kai-Chek in China. Mr, Kim would 1lke
very much to mee Modame Chiang Kal-Shek for & few minutes 1f she
is etill in Wgpehilngton. In order to let her kmow how the Koreaus
feel in thie country,

Question~ Ie Madame Chiang Kal Shel atill here 1 ‘y“
Question- Could such an appolntment poseibly be arranged for Ur, Kimt

I, any case answer me yec or un, ®0 that I can gige Mr. Eym come
kind of un anawer , .

Love and klsses ; (](/{ M?‘



Harch 12' 1?‘].3-

Helen denr:

Such gorgeous flowers grected
oo this morning when I returned from

Hochester, New York. My apartment was
& bowerl You are much Loo penerous and

I send my love and mapgrs thunke to you
and Wary Helen.

I am sorry you and your mother
have the anxisty of your brother's i1l-
ness 1nd hope he is petting well,

I doubt I will et to California
until sowetime in ipril znd until I know
more definitely what the President plens
to do, I can't make uny engajements. Per-
hepa you will be home uy the tlme I finally
get there.

If you want to come to Aashingten
agein before you leave, you knmow I am al-
ways delighted to have you.

Affectionately,

krs, Lelvyn Douplas
LOO Fark avenue
New York, Hew York,



No Park Avenue address in files for
Urs, Melvyn louglas.

N.Y.C. Telephone Directory Aista
Mrs, Walter H, Gahagan, Sr A
LOO Park Avenue,

Is this Mrs. Douglas' mother
and the right address???

Vs
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June 16, 1945

Tear Helan:

¥r. and Mra, Bruce Gould, sditors of
the e8! Home Journal, will Ve in Los Angelea
at the Beverly Hilla Hotel, from July lst on,
If you heppen to be in Loa Angelea and have any
apare time, I think you might like to me=t theam.
They are anxious to meet you,

I wiash there were & possibility of oy
going to Los Angeles, so as to have a chance
to see you,

Affeotiona tely,

/

i Senilaa "prfve” /

Los Angeles, Californis 0



WOMEN’S DIVISION—DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Room 535 Roossvelt Building . Telephone Vondike #4732 L] Lo Angeles 14, California

June 24, 1043 -
JUN 25 1949

Dearest Tommy!:

AL
It was good to heer-from you, I will wertqinlr{ﬁ 7
look up/lir, and Mrs Bruce Gould when they come

to Los "Angeles;— - *-

We are working like little benvers out here, I
think something will come of it all, I hope so.

Iy love to you and I do hope you get r few
qulet daye in the country thie summer,

Affectionately

-



| /470

July &, 1943

Dear Holen:

A young friend of mine Mlsa
ks ey, a dancer 1s very anxious
to get into the movies. Bhe has uw soall
part in & ploture, but she would like to
huve enough work to Xenp her busy. I
think she 18 a good dancer with a lot of
ax:ariance and while she has only &
modeet baockground, sehe 1s a sweet person
and 1f I could help her in any way, I
should like to do mo. Ir you know of
anyone to whom you could introduce her,

I will alweys ba grnt:}yl.

Do you know|Earl Robinson, the
cowpoerr? He 15 to be In Loe Anreles to
direct a pleture. A young Britleh Lieut-
enent le golng to be there tont{ﬁpaulnnuhl
and ifyvyou happen to meet up II h them, —
I kxnow you will b2 eweet to theno.

I wish I were going to ease you
but I do not think I will be g-tting to
Los Angeles for a while.

Buch love,

I |
!_n-a._lt_g:l_.“ Douglau/
TI41 Senalda Drive
LoafAngeles, Calif,



)wu COPY ’;lLlfrm
.. July 12, 1943 /M

Hnnnrihll Marvin Jones
War Food Adminiastrator

Vasnington, 0. O~ J/r) 5/ (A KA GAN

My dear Judge Jonea:

We are ﬁranxlr goncerned here over the new difficultles
sonfronting our very ocritical farm labor problem,

The trouble began with creatlion by Mr. Cheeter Davis of
an office of labor within the War Food Adminisetration to
take over the job of recruiting and transporting Mexlcan
farm workers for areas hard hit by labor shortages. In
this part of the country all requirements for form labor
have been E't by the Farm Benur?tr Aministration,

In Celifornia the Farm Beourity Administartion was organ-—
ized by Laurence L, Hewes, Jr., Reglonal Director, and

¥. R, Howard, State Director. These men have been famillar
with the operation of the program since the inceptlon

of the migrant labor propgrem eight years ago. These men
have the confidence of the Mexican Government, Mexican
workers, real farmers ( ms differentlated from planta-
tion politicians) and of all of us who are concerned with
the vital problem of food preductlon.

Both Howard and Hewes are well known in this State for
their loyalty to the Administartion. Before he left
office, Mr, Davias relleved Mir, Hewes and Mr., Howard of
their responsibilities in relatlion to the Lsbor propgram.
Thie has caused deep resentment and susplclon among



Mexican Oovernment Officlals, bonafide farmers, and
Ameriocans who are concerned with the food situation
at home and winning our war abroad,

Ae I understand 1t, Mr, Hewes has not been formally
relieved of hig titular position as Coordinator of the
Mexican Farm Labor Transportation Progrsm; and Mr,
Howard'e Bucecessor hae not yet put in an eppearance, I
gincerely hope that you can see your way clear to con=-
tinue Mr, Hewes in his capaclty as Coordinator and Mr,
Howard in his old Job in connectlon with the Labor Pro-

ETAm.

As you know we are working here under the handlcaps of
a Republican Btate Administration. CGovernor Warren and
hie aildes are supporters of the Assocciated Farmere of
California, an orgenization representing only the owners
of very large farme., This group is violently opprosed to
the National Administration and to organlzed labor and
every progressive movement.

The creation of the new office of labor gives the
Agsoclated Farmers the advantage they need in order to
reestablish in California the disgraceful labor condi-
tions that prevailed here befpre the Farm Seourity
Administration took over.

I oannot overstate the critical condition that Mr,
Davis' mctlion has created here. Whlle the adverase
political effects in the 8tate cannot be glven primary
gconslderation, neither should they be overlooked at
thig time. Belleve me they are bad.

Sinoerely

Helen Gahagan
California Demoaratlc Hation%%nconmittua-
&ar



August 13, 1943

Helen dear:

Here is the posm Mps. Roossvelt
promised to send you. I have been a 1little
slow, but thie heat has not left me much
energy.

Iy wae grand seeing you. I wish
Loa Angeles wasn't so far away.

Affectionately,

Mps. Malyvyyn Douglas
Senalda Dpive
Lss Angeles, O lifornia



A
September 28, 1943, D

I
Melvyn when I got back. I have Just written
1 to your letter of August

Ididmt.mh‘hruﬂprab—
The last trip has been
rm:;muummmmmm
w-u-.ld..u.mnnl:nnnttntullmu
all about it, In the meantime, you will
probably hear me on the padlo,

I can quite sympathise with the
way you feel about plumbing and eurtain
corda, but the war will come Lo an end
perhaps sooner than we think. Hick looks
well and the Democrats are up
everyshere if only we can keep them the
right kind of Desocrats.

Affectionately,

Urs. Velvyn Douglas
7141 Senalda Road
Hollywood, Califernia. VD3



Helen

I had such a nice letter from Mejvyn when I got back.
I have just written him and now I come to voyr ietter of
hAug. 19+h, - -

I did not nngwﬁr Pegler and pro ﬁly never will,
Thie last trip has 3§hn falrly exhaustipf but most inter-
e8ting and sometime Will get A chan to tell you
all about 1it. In/ the meantime you 31 probably hear
me on the radlo.

ith yeu the way you feel
» but the war will come

e think, Hick looka well
up everywhere if only we can
Democrata.

I ca 'éuite sympathize
about plumbingxand curtain cor:
to an end perhaps mooner than
and the Democrats are looki
keep them the right kind o

affec.
BT

— g



—
, 7141 Senalda Road,
Hollywood, Oalifornia, /.:*ﬂ—
Aupuet 159, 1943 fﬁt?

Dearest Mre. Roocsevelt:

It wae so wonderful to see you and Tommy in
New York. I still remember how brown and rested
you loocked. I don't know how you do 1t, with the
whole world pulling at you. _

The more I think about the guestion as to
whether or not you should answer Fesler, the more
I am utterly convinced that you should-never change
your 'pattern. Your strength and your greatness
have always been in your being completely above
the ﬁluna of your critios. You do only what you
think ie right, so why explain any of your actione.
And when you answer oriticiem, no matter how ably :
¥You anewer 1t, you are dcfend{ng pome past ERH-
tion, thereby admitting 1te vulnerabllity. And for
you, this 1s an unthinkable position to be in.

I hate even to write to you for I know the con-
stant strain you are under and I hate to seem
eloppy, but you know how we feel about you. You
are utterly pood, brave, simple and besutiful. And
don't say no - that you aren't. We, Melvin and I,
are but two of millions upon millione in thies cowm-
try who hold you in their hearts in exactly the szme
way. HNothing can touch or defile that. The Peglers
know 1t and 1t drives them crazy.

Thie war businese has been a long pull, but it's
golng to be over soon.

You know the other day I sat down in my living
room and almost wept. Every cord to every curtain

,le broken, the bathroom plumbing is giving out ——

and I juet couldn't take 1t. It suddenly made me
understand all the "beefing" about the QPA and all
the rest of them. You see I don't care if meat is
taken away from me, but oh how awful when the water
doesn't run when you turn 1t on and when you can't
close a curtain. If we can all just get through
the 1ittle things, we're golng to be all right.

My love to you a;yrr?‘:dmt.
hd poem, I

P.8. Thank you for ghall certalnly use 1t.

é?uﬁqﬁ .
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November 9, 19L3.

Dear Helen:
Il--ulnﬂ.u‘laow&n
letter rru){h. Dorothy H. Dann.

Would you be willing to go
and ses har?

Hfutimlt-!l.? »

3

Los Angeles, California. Vs



NOTE for MRS, ROOSEVELT:

To whom do you wish to send?
Helen Gahagen?

mT‘:LQﬁ |
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i HELEN CAILJGAN

UQéemhnr 23, 1943,

Dearest lrs. Roosevelt:

ky love to you and the President this
Christma®, I wish I were near to cateh a glimpse
of your beautiful face - and to hold your hand 'just
a minute.

How happy you must be now that the President
has returned safely, having had such a magnificent
success - 1t has been wonderful and has guite taken
the breath out of the "gripers". ‘The liberals who
had begun to show a dangerous drift awsy because of
their concern pver State Uepartment policies are now
proudly sure that all is well and they already have
forgotten their diviation of a few months apo. The
hopeful commentary upon the last year is that the
little people who Just go plugging along, and who
have felt the war most, have never doubted the Fresi-
dent for a moment.

: Now if he can only chuck out of Congress
all the dead wood thats there and chloroform Mr, "Jn,
something will really pet done in this brave new world -
of course maybe I'm just wishing - but for the last
Year I have felt more hopeful than ever before. I keep
hearing new voices very vigorous ones. I think every
thing is poing to be all right, even il the Democratic
Part is tackling the job ahead in a "Surrey" instead
of a dive bomber. :

ifter 11 weeks we had a cable from el saying
he had arrived safe and sound and was interested and
expectant. We were so happy to hear from him. It is
strange however, how near I feel to him and how light-
hearted I feel about his going. This morning a cable
arrived and a V-Uail letter., Half the letter was
filled with Mel's excitment about the President's
Conferences = nuote "You can imagine how anxious I am
to hear all the detalls of the meetings and conferences
that have been taking place. It looks very much as if



the Chief has been doing his stuff in fine style,
I hope the domestic scene is as pood."

It is s0 nice Anna can be with you - it
helps & little with the boys scattered over the face
of the sarth.

Uy love to you.

(Signed) Helen

P.5. Forgive my scrawl. I'm in bed with the flu.




(HELEH GAHAGAN

TR O

Dearest Mrs. Eoocsevelt;

Goodnessl As If you didn't have enough to do
without worrylng about me, Don't let Hick frightsn you.
I'm really quite all right. I don't see how it's possible
to get to Vermont but I hope to take the children and go
to Carmel which is the next best thing.

I have rented the house hers for July and Auvgust
go I will have to go oome place. If I cen find a place to
live, it will be Carmel. Of coursa, I have to g0 to tha
National Conventlon and it seems that I have to go to the
Stats Conventlon in Apgust. Why do Conventlons come around
so quickly? But I think 1 can stand it, I really feel
quite stroong again,

We had a letter from Melvym today telling of &
crash landing in the middle of nowhere in India. Tue to
the skill of the pilot no one was hurt and even the plane
cams through without belng very badly damaged. They sat
for elght hours and thea found some Indian sheep herders
who wers about ready to guide them back to civilization
when a plane came along and picked them up. He sald the
winds have started and that flying ie somerhat of an ad-
vanture,

It doesn't seem possible that we are golng to
anter a Nationsl campaign. Just at the moment the second
front has begunl How can anyone say mnything unkind about
anybody when there is so much expendliture of 1ifs. But,
of course, we must campaign and for the very reason that
thera is expenditure of 1life.

Enclosed is a latter which I though you might
enjoy. It's written by m minister who is & rarely beauti-
ful person. Evaryone out here was moved by the President!y
praysr,

[ dowe s cearly |



¢ THE WHITE HOUSE gy 4 1084

WASHINGTON

Miss Hirckok:

To read and return fer
my fila,

Z.R.

L VR O
T




#Is 22 years old, Nearly all her friends in Service. Head in paper
where glirls could attend Camp dances. Entertain boys by dancing with
them. #ttended twice when she was told by Chaperone that she could
attend no more as she was of Mexican decent, lhey ignore her record
at school and could find mt.hinq wrong with her conduct or character.
Feels this discrimation is wrong.

|

; January 3, 194k. / I//J(f}

My dear udiss Gahagen:

Urs. Roosevelt asks me to send

you the encloaed letter froa'Miss Etllil
ﬁm, 113 Ramona Street, Corona, Cali-
foraia.

uUrs. Roosevelt wonders if amy-
thing could be done.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt.

| atas meten capagen \

Los Angeles, California. . VDS

B



January 11, 1944. / /

Dearest Helen: F ol

I mos pgrand to get your long
letter and all your news and I am so0 |
happy that Uelvyn is interested in what
he is doing,.

The Presldent felt that the
conferencea were very successful and he
liked both Lr. Stalin and General Chiang.

Is there any chance of your
coming kast? I'd love to see you and
there seems to be no hope of my coming
to Los Anpeles.

My love to you and every good
mish for the Hew Year.

Affectionately,

kiss Helen Gahagan

T4l Senalda Road -28

Uutpost i

Hollywoed, California, vos
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WOMEN’S DIVISION—DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Room 514 Roossvelt Bullding L] Telephore WAndike 4732 L] Los Angeles 14, California

[,
y - s F O/U

Darrez: Tommy:

I g leuking core of the lether you
rclurlar:iad to me from the Maxican girl. We have an
excellent woman chairmen in that distriet and if enyone
ocan do anything she can.

Wasn't the Fresident's speech

i k™

wonderful +I

HG/1pl

-0



WOMEN’S DIVISION—DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Room 524 Roosevelt Building L] Telephone WAndike 4732 . Los Angeles 14, Califernio

il i)

bk
|‘. ; January 25, 1644
/ « L { ‘{EEL.

Dearest Tommy:

I have a project in which '{uu can be of very
great help, drnd I em count ng on you,

As yo W, we st m 80 ay far ¢
wm{n akmviuiunmin Gag]ﬁur n.mg}; gre really
organ lzed to do a job, but we just have to
have money to function. I've Hit on a plan
whieh I t%ink will work, i1f we get under way
Immedlately.

We are going to make an old fashioned nils,
the !-rilng rm% grendmothers and great- 8
g,rnndmothera worked on., We have an expart
eaignin§ it so 1t w11l be really beaut iful.
All tre 1ittle squares will have autographad
signaturug of men and women who have e an
praonlnently connected with the Rocsevalt
:gm?%gtmt%mﬁ When theﬁuﬂt 1s gi:iiiu}md,

W 88 anees on an on# doll A H
and we wil&, thgﬂc. make a really auggtaﬁé al’
sum for, done correctly, the quilt will be &
museum plece,

Now, hare 1a where ucome in, We mare mski
¥ou to send us ymrnmtogram. It should bang
written in the center of the enclosed square

of eloth - preferably with a hapd Farmi « _Urder
%gegircumatancan shoald an indeliblae pencil be




JWOMEN’S DIVISION—DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Rocsevel~Bufding === ~w-—- Tolephone- VAndike 47327 8" 7 g ‘Angeles 14, Callfatnia

The autograph will be embroidered overiwith
an cut line atitch. Won't you sit down now

and uutagmph your name on tha enclosed BEQuUATra |
of cloth? ard please, mail it back to us
IIIMEEIATELY for time "is an excesdingly

mlgu tan t uiamunt in the success of our
plan.

With all gooa wlshes,
[

‘ Helen Cahags



February 11, 1944

Dear Helan:

hat do you think is wise to dop
in tis case?

Fffactionetely,

disg G
7141 Senalda Drive

| B1Si o p
Los Angeles, calir, ene, let, froqf\rs. J, s

Aethur (=0 letter to Mrs, Anthue




l'lbﬂllrr 22, 1944

Dear Helen;
Could you ek scasone you know to

investigate thic owse and find work for tho

mother and duughtery 1111 nelp 1f need be,

Affactlonataly

Mize Helen Gahagan
7141 Senalds Drive
Los Angeles, calif,

f :Margaret Whitley, 285 Stedman Flace, Monrovia,Cslif, Husband died 2 ¥rs ago,
after Jr8. sericus illness, Foster daughter has tubereular hip and must have

constant supervision by hospital - her own

child, a young son,hsd endocrina

gland disease in 1942 - inhespital four times, now better and in school {lost 2 yrs,)

Now she is completely broken down - in bed
Her income will no longer supply dire nece
work to do at home, to bring them in %60 a
college work and has had experience in dif

and can sit up enly four houre a day,
ssities, She and the daughter want
menth, She has 3 yrs. pre-medical
ferent lines, The daughter can type.
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HELEN GAHAGAN

Fovember 22, 1944

Pt 3 i
‘Dear I‘umr: .
S . A
ST You are & dur tn write, It was wonderful
hh.!‘l.n‘ from you,

Velvyn's address ie as follows:

, 0=-526968 V

X ge. Base Section ¢ 2 /8 (\Pu)ﬁ 7)’&{
- 4 _ .0. - I.B, l'\\
- # L.P_.CI'. 465 - ¢fo Postmaster . \

o ... Kew York, New York

'ln mticip-ta leaving here December 15,
nnd expact to be in New York to spend the Christmas
with my family. My mother who is vislting here is
taking Mary Helen with her on the train. Peter and
I ara driving - at least we plan to do so = end hope
to ses the TVA. I've talked =so much about it, I
think it would be & good idea to sea it, don't youl

There ie a house in Chevy Chase which my
i btrother is endeavoring to get for us. We will know
definitely in another week, and I have my fingers
crosasad, -

Mary Helen and I both look forward to seeclng
you again,

R

Lk My love to ¥ou,

tinnately,

i A

Miss Ihlﬂn.n !hnnpm
The White Buuu 2

. Washington, D, C

B ¢ b -i¥



February 28, 1904,

| Dear Helen:

I talked to the President and
he thinks you should run. He also thinks
Mr. Downey should run agaln because on the
whole, he has been a good Senator.

I am sure you can weather any-
thing the Republicana say sbout you. After
cne hee been in the public eye long emough,
one learns Lo be impervious,

I an glad Melwyn 1s well and I
am sure he 1s enjoying hard work. It was
very sad about Harry's son. He was really
Just a boy. Harry felt all his boys should
be 1n this fight.

Uy love to you.

| Uiss Helen Gahagan f :
[

Loa Angeles, California,

Oen Gsost



HELEN GAHAGAN"

Dearest Mrs. Roosevelt, -

Never has there been such wild confusion as
we find ourselves in at the moment. Qur
Presidentisl primaries have always been in
May, and the second primaries when we elect
oandidates for Congress, Senate and State
offices have always been in August. With no
warning the Repullicaen leglslature combined
both primaries end set the voting day to Masy 16th
We are madly searching for candidates, aﬁd what
with BEill Rogers &nd Tom Ford not running this
time we have an extra burden to carry.

Tom Ford wants me to rum in his distriect.
He will come out for a month before the primariaes
and cempaign for me. I am in a terrible quandry
to know what is best to do. The Remsen Birds are
opposed to my meking the race, Helen Eird says she
gimply cen't live thru the cempalgn, and of course
Remsen has a horror of the bricks the Republicana
will in all probebility hurl at my head. The

ceampalgn doesn't frighten me at all, but when I think



thet I may be elected end thet I would have to LS
look end listen to some of those monsters in
Congress I get perfectly sick to my stomach.
Ch, dear, I wish I was near you so I could talk
to you.

The Fresident's message to Congress
was magnificent. His position in California is
absolutely secure, even Rapublluanalunnuuda this,
The real struggle will be over the Congressional
seats end the Senatorisl seat, It dogpn't lock
at the moment es though we can hold the Senetorial
seat, Downey is very weak. Labor is stubborn to
the point of medness, insisting upon supporting
Downey end refusing to let any other cencidete enter
the race.

1 heve had some letters and cables from
LMelvyn. He seems to be well end is working herd.
nasn't 1t traglé¢ sbout Herry Hopkin's son?

I have taken cars of the matters you wrote

to me about.

ftebun__

:{'f-ﬁ-«.u.ﬂ»—\ﬁ Q["}—)



- \HELEN GAHAGA

March 16, 1944 0

Dear Mra, HRoomevalt:

Epclneed ie & report on Mre, Whitley. A8 wou
can gea from Mre. White's report, she im of the oplaicam
that Mre. Whitley ie ome of those hopeless, helpless
people for whom mothing cam be dome., Have you any further
euggeation to make.

Well, I a= rrally in the campalgn end ] never
knew anything could be quite sn repulaive, I hope I'm
not deluding myeelf im thiokizg thet I cen be of eome
help if elected. :

The Fresident wrote ma A beasutiful letter,
It wae very hearteoing at & very low mouent,

My love to you and to the Fresidemt whowm

I hold eo dearly im my heart.

Hedo_

L}

Mro. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The Wpite Houee

Washington, D, 0. ¥ U‘_,

£

e
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1847 california ave., S0.,
yonrovia, California,
March &, 1944

My dear Helen:

Tt 18 such a long story that I tried to ¢all you on the phone but was unable
to get your home. 4s I am never home in the daytime, I couldn't call the
office.

T went Sunday to see Mra, Whitley but I feel there is nothing you can do. She
is mot truthful for one thing. Before I went, I checked with the confidential
gecretary of the sed Uross here and the re was & file etating that they had a
letter from scmecne im the Zast with regerd to the trust fund belonging to
Elizabeth, the daughter. The seoretary is a wonderful pirl, or woolman, a
eripple fram birth whose parents 1 kmew before their marrisge and she swmmed
i1t up this way: - that they hed means, dy not have it now, and are unmable or
unwilling to come down to earth.

They keep two dogs which is sn extravagonce itaelf and I heard thc daughter
borrows small sums from the meighbors and doesn't return 1it. The deughter met
me at the door and I told her who I was amd why I had come and she said, "Ch
yes, we will ba so glad to talk to you but just mme back some other time as
mother has company now."” I explained it was impossible so she said, Cinally,
that she would take the company in the kitchen with her while I talked to
mother.

l.hen she spoke of her handwork, I told her thet I would take a set of collar and

cuffs and I was sure you or I or momeocne could dispose of it, She didn't have any
= her petit point of which she wrote consisted of cne unfinished piece.

Mrs. Whitley said her husband left his insurance to his father ond he gives her

one hundred dollars a month. (They told the Hed Croas she haed nothing but
£lizabeth's money). I asced her if the grandparents wersn't willing to do scmething
for Elizabeth and she said, "Only if she leaves ma". You mee Elizabeth is her
stepdaughter. She was sure she could get well if she co.ld @o to a hosplital

g I rave her dicections to ask Dr. Crus to get in touch with the Good Hope
Association, 1212 Shatto Flace, Los ingeles, and get her in there. She seems
terrivly afraid of amccepting charity but as nearly as I could ascertain, was

always asking somecne for sameihing.

She pays forty dollars rent but would 1like a cheapsr plece. She could have gotten
one elght years ago but impossible to do so DoW. Has some ghickens in the bad
yard that she said more than paid for themselves, Her furniture is in storoge

in Chicago, saidit would cost two hundred fifty dollars to get it here. I

told her that would be cheaper than storage end in time, the storage company

will sell it but she sald they would not. She spoke of working at home for

a war plant but I eaid I didn't think it could be arranged but she kept assuring



me if influential people asked for her, some uo:':upw would do it.

¥rankly, I don't think she is as ol ck as she thinks she is. She lacks "grit@,
She sald her friends were so sympsthetic she thought perhaps she was too sorry
for herself. She has evidently guarraeled with his people and they know her

too well to trust her with the money. I know she wana not entirely frank. She .,
paid flizabeth wrote to Mrd. Hoosevelt and she knew nothing of 1t but I'm
convinoed she wrote it as it sounded sxsetly like her. She is a very good
locking woman, even pretty in great contrast to ler duughter who 1s pathetie
with her lame foot, Yor sll that, the girl walks a mile or more to the

stores, does all the shopping and walks back up that grade home with her

packages, (with the dog on a leash).

This just soundas too rambling for words but it is hard to pleture it. IT
you wish to talk with me further, call me any evening except Thuraday,

Monrovia 3142.

T know the U.S. Employment Office wouldn't do anything that is a disgrace to our

party. I spent four hours and ten minutes there one day and all I learned
was T looked too young to be sixty-two, which I told her I knew already.

I surely mise seeing you all. Vorking as I do for the T.P.i., I have to keep
my mouth shut. I'11 probably be "fired” before election. \ish I could help

you in your campaign. The best of luck to youl
Lovingly,

(sizned) Clara o, White




/(¢

J-p‘."i". ﬁ, 1004

Uear Helen:

Urs, Hooscvelt has a letier
fromMalter Plck, in which he saye:
g, o LU

"The news about Uelvyn's avrlval
in Indis came as a swrprize. The
last I heard of hia he was in
Australia, # = @ "

Urs. Roosevell wonders nbout
this?

Affectionatoly,

liss Helen

e
Los Angeles, Colifornia, VDS



ELEN GAHAGAN

April 1a8, 1944

Dear Tommy:

Melvyn is not in Australia. He 1is in the Indiam-
China-Burma theatre of war and, evldentaelly, from what
I. can gather from his lettere, he is Jumping all aver
the place. I received a cable from him on our anniver-
sary which arrived at the break of day on the morning
of April 5th., I almoast felt as though he were acroass
the street.

We all breathed a sigh of relief when Mrs, Roosevelt
arrived back home again. Please tell her T am going
to write her a long letter in a few daya.

Ky love to you both,
: Affectionately,

Miss Malvina Thompson
The White House
Washington, D, C.



[
= HELEN GAHAGAN
M ' Mey 11, 1944

|

Daareat Mre. Roomevelt: 1A

It seems #o long slnce I have written to you.
Everything has been so chaotic and upset with our Con-
gresslonal primaries moved up from :ﬁe\llt te May, and
then with everything seeming to come all at one time.
Byt somehow we have gotten through. The elections will
take place Tuesday, and we have a good chance of galning
some ssata,

I hope you approve of my running for Congress.
The children didn't at all at first but they are rather
reconciled now, Mary Helen saye she will come to Washington
only if she can sees President Rooeevelt and Mre. Roomevelt.
She insiste on wearing a Roosevelt pin to school avery day.
Wel and Walt heard of my running for Congrese in the Yank
newapaper., TIen'g that awful? Mel cabled me that he heartily
approves but I doubt that he does. It will all be over in
& few daye, and T will write you immediately about the cut-
come.

I watch eagerly the papers to see what is happening
to you and the President. The President wrote me such a
beautiful letter which made me very happy. I love you and the
Fresident and when anything gets hard out here for =me, I jJust
remember the terrible turdemn that you both carry and jJjust plck
up my courage and etrength and keep on going,

As I wrote Tommy, Mol is in the India, Burma, China
theatre of war. The reason they keep saying he is in Anstralisa
ie that he etopped there on his way to his final déstination and
they etill keesp talking about it,

I want you to knmow that I wae thinking of you on
practically the eve of election.

My love to President and Tommy.

rr;l:ﬂ

P.5. John mnn{ of the City Council just called from the
City Hall teo tell me the bettin on Spring Street 1s & to B
in my favor and you can't buy & bet sgainet me.

Mrs. Eleansr Ecosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C,



May 29, 194L4.

Dear Helen:
I was of course delighted to

ptl-” lﬂtr-dthnmmprtlhm
L Ui Ol
/(I‘.lﬂ'ﬂ.rqu'-—l-- I will sea

———

what I can do.
Ocod luck.
_“\\ Hftﬂhlllll}'.

b

' |

Ir_lk'f . (
i i Miss Helen Cahagan ;

r
Los Angeles, California.



June 10, 1944.

b=
a
3
3

you
use these campaigns take it out

you physlcally and it certainly

uld be wise to start your campaign
good physical shape.

i m“mu 33435

Affectlonately,

VIS

Los hngeles, California.

Mrs,. Welvyn Douglas

TL4l Senalda Drive



Dear Hglen:

Hiek will have told you that
I talked with Judge Rosenman, who will
ask Bam Grafton.

I want very mueh to 588 You.
I will be here until Mponday afternecn
And away until Yednesday afternoon.
Then I'11 be hers until the l4th sna
away until the 274,

Affeotionately,

Mys. Melvyn Douglas
Cere Mra. Walter CGahagan, Sr.
400 Park Avenue, NYC



—————— = T

Ootober 14, 1944

Jn"rl'ﬂ- Melvyn Douglas,
7141 Senalda Drive
Los Angeles, Califernis

Can you wire me Melvyna sddress for Christmas remsmbrancs
from Mre. Soosevelt. Love

Tonmgy



/

>
Mrs. Melvyn Doiglas ( Detober 24, 1944
7141 Senalda Drive
Los Angeles, Calif,

Following message raceived Octobesr 20 quotc Have poaitive proof Hitler sagents actively
engagad in executive positions in Hollywood Demooratic Comslttee also womans divieion
Los Angelas Democratic Commdttee thelr definite purpose bein; that the President lose
the election, Fear that similer &gents may be spread in Democratic committees in every
state orippling Robsevelts chances, deve radlo plan to save the elect’on, urgent you
phone Nrexel 1266 time i3 so shert. Signedylies Sharry Singer 117 Rimini Plaoe

Loe Angelesa unquote, Plsase get In touoh, T

Malvina Thompsen
ireretary to Mre, Roosevelt




Eitt oo s gaulise
R ol lon . 3 (0
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WB1S DL PD 6 ExTRA 0T 20 11 oi AN 104 ( W
LOSANGELES CALIF OCT 20 1544 635A /1 p
MRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, PERSONAL h; "i : ﬁ“ ; s
WHITEHOUSE WASHDC !51‘\?* e
HAVE POSITIVE PROOF WITLER AGENTS ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN [ |

EXECUTIVE POSITIONS IN HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE ALSO
WOMENS DIVISION LOS ANGELES DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE THEIR
DEF INITE PURPOSE BEING THAT THE PRESIDENT LOSE THE ELECTION.
FEAR THAT SIMILAR AGENTS MAY BE SPREAD IN DEMOCRATIC
COMMITTEES IN EVERY STATE CRIPPLING ROOSEVELTS CHANCES. HAVE
RADIO PLAN TO SAVE THE ELECTION URGENT YOU PHONE ME
IMMED JATELY DREXEL 1266 TIME IS SO SHORT RESPECTFULLY

MISS SHERRY SINGER 117 BIMINI PLACE LOS ANGELES 4.



Copy of lirs. Uouglas' letter sent to the I'resident,

November 16, 194,

Dearest Helen:

e are of course thrilled grer
sour election and looking forward 1y
te having you in Washington,

Don't you want to stay at the
fhite Fouse with Mary Helen until you find a
place to live? Do let us know if there ia
any way in which we can help,

Wuch love,

Uras, Lelvyn Douglas
T141 Sedalda Urive
Los anpeles, California.

I
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November 18, 1944

Dear Helen;

I know you are exhausted end triumphant
and I am Sure you will groan at the sight of
& letter frem fnyone, I am thrilled that You
are to be in H‘uhingt-nn.1 Tou are always suah
& Jory.

Urs, Roosevelt wants to 8Send Melvyn a
Coristmss card at least, and I would like to
have his address, I saw that he was promoted
to Major, which must please you,-

I doubt 1f Mary Helen Temembers ms, but
tell her I look forward to Seeing her again,

Mueh lova,

Mra- ielwyn Douglaa
7141 Senalds Drive
Los Angeles, California



r'bruw 22[ ]-MI

Lear Helen:

X kre Murray, Chalrman of
the Women's Division of the Depocratic State
Central Committee for Southern California,
gent me a pamphlet setting forth thelr policy
that an informed voter is o more intelligent
voter. It is exoeptionally good material and
they plan to add more,

Affectionately,

/

.I" Hon.

“prx. telen ﬁﬂhﬁ@ﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂl&?/
U. 5. House of Hepresentdtives
washington, . C.




Marech 21, 1945,

Dear Helen:

Mrs, Roosevelt saw lir, Peter
H. Bergson, Chalrman of the Hebrew Coo-
mittee of National Liberation, on March
17th, at 12:00 o'olock and talked with
him for about half an hour.

Affectionutely,

!_ Hon, Helen Gahagan Douglas ,"
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

VD3



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

Harch 14, 1845

Dearest Mrs. Hoosevelt:

The name of the man I spoke %o you
sbout is Peter H. Bergson, He ls the Chairman
of the Hebrew Committes of National Liberation
with offices at 2315 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
The telephone number is Adams 8800.

Mr, Bergson wants to talk to you about
tha fallure to include the persecution of the
Hebrews as a war crime,

1 called Mr. Bergson and gave him tha
tima and date you suggested on the train, Saturday,
March 17, at 12 o'clock. He expects to see you
then.

Affectionetely,
Mra. Eleanor Hocsavelt
The White House
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