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1&nuory 18, li-10 

I>aa.r Wre. DouglAa: 

Tban.'< you eo t::lllol.t t or your letter . 

I Jtno. l am t o s-peak tn Loa Angeloe 
tbe night of April l o.o.1 I ho.n • lunoheon 
Oll8t;L8tai!!Dt that 4a.y Wiob will not make 1t 
po8111ble to t ake o .f\111 4o,y'e t r i p . Tho nut. 
n1e,ht 1 apoak in l.oo8 Beach I t b tnlc• and l 
aay be oblG c.o go t ha t 4oy but I wUl have to 
• aJt unt.U ay 1t118rary 1a c<np l.&to before I 
oa n pla n 4ef1 n1t e1y . 

u~~ . ~clvyn Oour.lcl 
11~n .;eru.ldo itoo.c! 
TOO Outpost 
Lo& lul- oletJ, Calif. 

\'ery s lncen~ ly you.ro, 

\ 
\ 
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HELEN GAHAGAN 
January 11!,1940 

Doar llri. !!pooovo1t1 

Jlut tho other 4e,y I received 

=~~= ~~~~r;~.;·;~~u;~~ ~~~~~~~~~a~~~=' ~=• 
when you eo~ to Cal ifornia. M~ t otter ~Y eor­
~1cee to you to ~. or whatever help I can in 
arrantinc as co~~rehenetvo e tour aa posaible . 
Dietancee are 10 treAt out hor~ thnt one day 
~oo It alDoot l~pOtolblo to got a• cleor a 
picture e.e 1 1• ·I'Ure you would like to ho.ve ot 
tho •l~t problee In thlo otate. If you feel 
tbat. 70u could rt•e two dt.,ya •• could &rrMf;e a. 
~ndertul tour for you. But to eat~ 7our ec~edule 
will only penolt a one ~ trip wo will do ~;e 
very best that. we can. 

We hopo the prooldent an<! you 
hod a wonderfUl Chrlo liMo. llelY;Yn an4 I are loolc-
1ne forward to your •lett on the coa•t • 

. -

714l.S0nalda Hood 
'l'ho o., tpoo t · 
Lot .~loo, California. 

·. 

-· 

--

·• \ 



Po bN&r')' 10 , 19LO 

onjoy 1t, I :<now, o nd I • 111 l , t you...,.,_ .Ut 

tbo !'r .. ldont tlllnk1 obout 1t. 

Stoc-.rllj' youra , 

Uiss Helen C•bngan (uouglas) 
Los Angeles 
(.a.ur. 

7 
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Mil s Thompson-
The wine wes delivered 

early . in February and was thanked tor 
on Feb. lOth. It is in the Steward's 
Room. 

Uollie 

.f. .. ·( o(t.,, -/r ·I'/· ,, 
' 

);• (. ,J. (I ( (I ( f·j . ·. ' .. ~c 
I 

\ 

' 

r 

' 

) 



.. 

. . 

' 
--"----, . .-~'"'-·-----___:------~ 

• 

Pobruary 5, 1940 

I' I 

Dear lira. Doullaol 

•tao ~IOD I&Ye .. your l ottor to hor 
IIACI t ou YOry b a toreoted ln .....SlD1 lt. 
I waot to coacrat ote you on oll thAt you hoYe -·· 

I -.. 110 1lad to Mot """ or r our holpora 
and a<lalrer a ho,.. on tho )Otb of lonuary and to 
be•• .... ot )OU. .,., 

! oh&ll looir: foroud to a ootn1 you In 
Callforota ln Aprll. 

f ery etncerely your1 , 

lira• llol'f}'U Douglas 
7l4l s . nalda Road 
Outpost Eatetea 
Loa Angolea 
Call!, 

I v r;, 

I 
.. I, . ,, ..... ' ' 

so 

.... 
I 

/ . I ,,_,... ,.., , 

\ 



THE WHIT£ HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

POR THE PII!SID~T 

), 

To rood u .rl<Ad paragraph on 

second pogo, 

E.R. 
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HEI...EN OAHAOArt--.r:-u 
Janll&l'7 6, 1940 

•. 

~ d~ Kite !hompaon1 

with the hope tbat in tho e>Uat of tAro. llooaevel t ' • buay ,,) 
~ ' !hit letter Jt baling written to you t 

lite the ,...,. find time t o r ead it . .. ~i)X" r/ 
our Chl"intMI part,. i n !rawl~ is over.:;3r' \6 

I t wa.e a er·eat auee ett - A trluoph ot •l.nd over matter -.nd 
pereuaalon over pr ejudice. When we tlrat weot ln I thoU&ht 
the co•blaed force• ot ranchere, aafori, Ch1eta of pollee, 
•eeretarlea o~ the Chaabor of Cooaerce, the newepapere, 
alnletera and prieate ot the nt1rt valley we r e got~ t.o 
throw ua out bodil)'. !hq were CODYlnced - flll o-r then -
that we were co•lia& down • 1th a i-e4 tlac tn one haitd, a 
bo:ab 1n the other, with the tile, •Gr•p•• of Wrath•. under 
our anu !or the expNI:tt purpoee .ot etlrrlng up dlacoutent 
the reault of which woUld be • etrike in the lettuce crop 
tollo• l.n.c our toJourn in Br&• le,- • .liter doya of lfOOin& and 
peT.ustlon I final lY convinced th~D that no one waa p~ine 
ao , that we ·~ted to do Juet what we enld - glvo n party 
for e.ooo . ~itranto and their chllar•n - that quite the con-
tf&r.1 t o etirri~ up bad tee\tnaa . we wer& tr,yine t o cr eate 
I';OOd •111, . 

t had tome very enl1ehten1ng eonvereat1on8 
with th eae &tor ee&l d 41ntle~en and havo. almoot come t o tho con­
clualon that the Ateoc1At-d J~r.era are n~t a~ strong tn tho ' 
112})er1al Valley aa they load ut to boliovo , thBt there lrl a 
l&r~ group ot brave Md atronc libor&la there. ..ttnm 1t la 
our duty to contact and aorally eupport. 'I'he powers of ovll 
t~t er1ot ln tho valley art deaporattl7 tr.rlAc-dally and 
hourly to aep&rate thetl good people troo thoi r •~• kind. in 
tho ·reot ot tbe otato by a wall or prejudice. We feel that 
the party w&a & crea.t WCCOII in that we were &ble t o prove 
t-bat wo wer e bonoat- ahd Jllt\Mt trhat we eo.ld, that i e under­
otood thoir probl•• and . really • antod to !lelp. !he aoounl 
or tear thet hu been created in tho va.ll-? 1a a terrible 
thlQ£ to b~~ld. IYeryono wat con•lnco4 down there - good 
aDd bad alike - t hot 10u coullln 1 t pther 8 , 000 mlerant. in 

.. one 11laco without & riot reouHins. ll .. idoa provill6 to the111 
thAt tl)ia wa .1 AQt ao we wore able to b;tne mo.n:t influential 
- thoueh h.dl,- mla infonotd - people into ~ 1oro Security 
Adminlatratioo c~p tor tho firot time . They • ore very much 

/ 
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. W&lvin~ Thompson. Page two . 
·. 

lmpreaeed with· m&i::IJ' thinga, not the leaat of which was their 
real bation that a mi&rMt ch.ll~ looked and 'behaved vor;,r JOlCh 
as . their own clUldreo. 

•ach tl,mo i~IU.ke a trip loto one of ·l the•o cat.:~pa I ~ r:.oro and. 
more con•lo.eed o! tbe wonderful woric: the J",.S.A. i s dol~. 
llo1thor JOon~ nor llln~ 1o waio~od lJ>· tho prog;rM. It will be 
a dn an~ a ohamo if anyt!t!ng !8 dono to JoopAl'd!u tho foun­
dation th_ey have l aid. F'or example , they have a Mrs. Rayea 
whoft thef have brought from Arkansas wher e ehe had th e ~ost 
outatanding record 88 a ho~e econo~lce teacher. For the paet 
three montha ahe hea been working In the e~pa of Shnttor, 
Arvin and Viaallla teaching the women ~ovr to live on t heir 
llclted budgeta and even gpine oo fnr as to ehow theo how they 
can make pure cot~on mattressoa for themsclven for $3 .50 
apiece . You can see without going any further what thio kind 
of thi~· leado to. It hao great cons tructive value. I could 
go on and on. The proi;rnl'l they htlve aet up on medicine alone 
wher e tbey. uae 3 panel of doctore ~d ever.yone who is a farm 
laboror .io . eli&iblo, oven th~ugh he may not live in one of 
the 7.S.A. · c~e. !o a bonod!ction. 

J. ol1pp!~ has l>een broug)tt to m:t at­
tention roeardinc 'Ua Sandera• and her propaaed v!a!t to 
Waehlneton. Aa &he will no dOubt m~ke an appeal to t he 
President and Wr•· Roo,evolt, I f eel I ohould t~ll you· a 
l ittlo about hor. She is bel1ev~d to be a character c r eated 
out of oboourit)r by l!r. Harr;,r Chandlol' of the L. A. Tir1oo ao 
a m1gra.nt"front 11 for c:uch tnteroate aa the Aa ooci~te4 Famerr~ 
and othor ro&Otionar.r troupe !n Cal!forn!a. Ur . Chandler ' • . 
basic 1d.-, expre•aod throueh "Wa Sandere" aa hla mouthD1ece, 
ia to. keep the olgrants on the move. It they ~e ~ept eotng 
from Oklaho""' to California <Uld back to Ol<lahoro, or ""Y other 
pl~o, i t will be lmpoos!ble for tbeo to orgnQ1••· 

. . · llr . D¢ut;laa and . I are oonding .the Pl'eo!d • t 
and Vre. Roosevelt eoao ~lne 1n care of you. We hopo 1t haa 

.. ~ boon aged long .enough_ to plcaoo tho:o • 

. _; -·- :~~:·~-~-;-~~~~---~~ .. ~~~- ~ ·- ~ 
-;;: ·~ :~-- ~-f~~:~7~~f.2~~~}}~-·. 

.. · .- . ~-... . -::I:~-~ 

=- .. ~-! ·.;:-:."":--;~ 

.. 

?141 S'iilalda 1!0aa 
Outpoa~ ;EoU.too ·;,.~ 
too _.l.nt:,loR,; Calftorn!a: 

-·. : .. 

' 



O..r .... Dooclua 

• ,... ,_, pMpl.e • - t.o tllJall 
tba\ tbal.r le\\ere aq •\ ......,·.1""• t b&ft 

.. 1M& )'011 baft •• ...., ~ 70" -t 
aa-r tbn &11 ....S 1• aq IIDt be rM117 
tat.or .. w In \Ia• ... rtt thto lr<>"P h clotq. 

lo-r, I ~\ I MOld aeD4 7oa 
\lah letter to • &ad \M 11001-re,llhicl> -\ 
to JIIDt aa4 \tul\ lt alllat be IIOI'tll 7"W •Ue V 
'" thh drl ....S \Ilk to boor about tholr plaae. 

t011t.b cloee "* beckh& t.bue dqe aa4 
t teel then ... , be PMJil• ia llo~ .mo 
oooald DOt oal.)' uoht \111a t1G&acloll;r lu\ e a\cl> 

o ... r \11M • lltUe &114 ll'" t~~ .. ad•loe 'lllich 
-u be OODiti'Uc\1,.. aDd b.elpt'tal. 

I bo.. I u liD\ botb.lrlq 7011 et tb. 
-\lalq lo tlblcl> 7011 ...... no 1o terea\. 

Y•P¥ liacorelJ y011re, 

llrJ. Uelvyn DoucJ.ns 
7141 Senalcn Rood 
l.oa An&eleo 
0 • 1\f. 

\ 

0 
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~If, lNO 

o.,r .... Doll&la•• 

I oa pl.a~U~iq "' opaa4 .,., ot 
AJII'll a..t 'l'la1Uaa no alcntoJT ••pa 
oro- IUaratiaU •114 I woiiAol' lt 10~ 
all4 • · Doll&lao .,u14 lUra to 10 wUII ... 
r .. plallalJI& to tl1 to •-•t1•14 r._ 
Loa Aacel•• at I • ••• en4 aotor blek, 
orri'l'iaa 1a t.o "--•"-• "" e p.a. 

l wU l be o\OTi"'l w1\b 1~ 1a 
IAe "-lo•· 

'-kill& 11>,_ri to MOl"'l JOIJ, I oa 

1'017 alDe..-.11 JOUI'O, 

l lfra. llel"711 Douglaa ) 
7141 9eDaldo Rood 
'!'be Outpoat 
Loa An&eles, Cel1tom1a 

' 

colt 

J (/{) 
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'nllf WHITE HOlM& 
WA8HINCI'T0N 

-· tor 1t1aa IAJ!ad 
The l..ttar .trooa PnC' DcuilU 

..... tioaecl by na mother in thia l..tter 
waa ,.,t down to you recent.l;r. 

Pl ........ llr'S. Rooi8Velt •• 
note abolt a ending • pbotosr-pl> or t be 
Pr.el.A»nt. 

M.C.T. 

' 

. . 

! 



HELEN GAHAGAN LX rr1..,t/ 
~.rr ,J t~' / 

~ I.Y " '. u r· Y 
, ~•r eeparate ~oYer I aa aendlnc Xr•· CU 

Rooo•nlt a cow of Dorothea t.~~c• llld l'aul ~lor'• 1>oo1t, 
•!a ~orlean lxoduo•. Ia the opinion ot ~ it lo tho 
ahorteet, clearett and most readabl e preaent.tlon ot the 
~~«rlcul turol problCD !ro!l a national point ot view that bao 
yot boon wrlttan. The author• have olapllflod It to a point 
where ••ao the • oat obtuee ~eraon can underatand it. It Urs. 
loottTtlt could 111 the book and mention it in her col~. 

It wculd be an .. o .. ouo help in cettlnc p .. ple to undarotand 
thh •Hal probl•. lhate,..r attention CI!D be dre1111 to thle 
l>oolc will h40'> £}"tat &oo4 bocauaa of It' • anonoouo a4ueatloMl 
power and becauoa It lo designed tor popular eoniU!Jption. 
I am eure 70u know that ~ul ~~lor 11 en economitt at Eer­
kaltT Uni••ral ty and io one of the groat authoritloo on tho 
whole agricultural probl OII in the eoun t17. 

I &D ettclo&ift« & letter !r03 our aon Peter 
which, re&lh:l~ how b\1.17 you &!'0, t healtate to aecd. Ro­
eTtr, It la a c~~lottl7 epont.neoua o!tort on hl1 part and 
in falraeoo to hlm I fool I or~uld at lea•t aond lt on tb 
you. He decided to write to the Preoldent followlnc a queo­
tinn which .... broueht up at achool, namoly; WhQ la . tho Preai­
dent of the United Stateat Peter volunteered to ·~ · ~I .know 
becanae he 11 a friend of~ aother 1a and dad 1a. Bla name la 
Praaidon\ Booa.,.elt ad he 11 tho greaha\ ...,. in \he country 
beeauae he haa to take care ot allot uat• !.'he letter 11 ex­
~tly &a he dictated it" to bia teacher ahd later copied ln 

hla own hand . Pleaoa dlaro&&rd tho picture (lt la already 
tr...,e4 eo j won't eond it) tor I lmow what a nulannca all 
tb&t oor t o! a thine ta . 

. ' ...:.:~-.:~ 

. -~- ~~:~:~:. _:J 



.. TELEGRAM 
21WU,..l9 'mqe ~qif~ ~uu 

~ael1 iugimt {_ ---· 
I 

Loa Angelea Cal1 t 1238pM Apr tl JO 1940 
lira . J II Helm 

The White House 

• 
Arriving 940 aM t omorrow by plane American Air Linea Mercury. 
llr. Douglas will be with me for the day. I 

Helen Gahagan Douglas 
J5lp2d 

, ~ J l 

' .. , 
' /.~ .. ' . . ··r .. · .. , 

,, J {It I~ I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAaHINGTOH 

t:ay 3 

' 
'tleaoo to t.t1se Thompson- \P ~~ 

. . ,tr 
!.!ro. llelvi n Oou:;lae 1 '1 A 

sent in some wine which Mrs . Jl , ~.)l 
thanked her for and said the ~~ 
President \!oul d taste . The 
wine has not been bro\lfht to 
J;rs . l:esbi t t 1 s a t.tention as yet . 
l:h~ t are your wishes? 

'I. :.:olli e 

\ , f; 
) ' . 

t: , •I 
I ·' rl I' ,, 

·I' l ' I 

~·\ ,I 

~ c I r: \ -~ \" t \ / 
\ ' 

i"""· "\ 
I 
I 

" • I rt'' I ... ' \ ,, 
\ ,-; .. 
~ ' 



. HELEN OAHAOAN 

• 

• 



lira . ~eoblt~ 

The Preslden~ and ilrJ . 
llooaeveU especl&lly r.>nt to t r y tblo. 

u.c.r . 

~.J v 

( 

/ 

' 



;.;.re. BooMY•lt "-"'"'l tG to Dr. lJoul. 
BadiA a\ \ llo tllll. nroi\y ot Clll.tlrolll.n t o 
t ballk hW t or tl:o boot: >.h1cb llo eMt t o 
her t~ you. nor l..tlcr t o hiD uue 
retu:'D84 u.4 I fllll f\I::.S.n,c. ii" !JI;I & ~·1111 ue 
eo cood [I• ' o balve 1 t t'flO! • :rly mld.rccs •kl 
an4 alUe4 to hL. 

llra. Hcoeuvol' th1n.tu J\JU ~ot• 
your l\8;.!'\ 1n c1v1Ut.J h fJl' -tti\n t>oo~:. 

!laol."<.tnry to 
:do a. lt~GOTOl t 

/' l oS. ~1. 1 / ' ~ ... ~y l, , , .. 
~- "·1- Oeb·ll·• 

7Ul. 5aal4e RoD4 
011\pclft 
~ 

4'ol.1t~a 

' 

) 

• 
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/. ) 
l) I ' 1 I I··: 'htv ~,, \ ., . 

1/. ! ~ •. • ) • • no ... ___.,.,.. . 
I loved TOI&t' lA\ ter ~nd ! ...,ted 

to 1eDII you a "-re at once to toll you not 
to be •<6riod - tbeJ -• JOil - 11r . Dooaclu of bel Ill c_.,1 1te. I hope tho Le!:ica lloeda '11'1ll tbort.l3 be <ION apo14&eUo U>oD ... ,.. 

1 beard TOll cSid a ,..,....J,011e pl-ot IOWk a\ hDaw Peppor•e bearina. r....,..... 
laid 7011 ..... uaoU7 riJII\ JGd tblt )"0\1 \oacbed ""I'JI><>d7 u.- ..s r-t _,.. YOrT reotra ...s. 

llr• Al\M7er \ old • that 7 01> .. ,.. -u...t at the Soolal lorllan -u.c.so you ... tall \bat JOil are do1Jii fti'J &ood -1<. 
I aa lOti')' to hoar \hat Jaolt IICII!ob&al ..sa a 1paadl \ bd ae 0&17 ball tr.. I m q!!l\a ouro, bo•••r, \bot be boU .. ..s .til\ ba oa14 - tr.. Ro 11 oooutoaally lllapldod but I Wu ba 11 b-l. I tall aure you wW not lllDCI 

rq \all! .. 111!1 lba\ ,..... baft laid, booaiiM 1 
-.tU ba -- to be tolL 

b Proa14eat IICid8 you botll b1a klllllaa\ ......-. I bopa,.....,. appeal tl'ca ""lstm· 11Ulllrtac- aood Neulta . Do not klU ,....,...u, 
-· - - JOal people .u .... 

11\b rq ball\ wl ..... to,.....,. -bond, I .. 

.W.oe-llelen-Oaho&&n 
7141 Senalda Rood 
Los An&eles, Cal1t • 

----------------·~~-

so 

f 

.. 
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HELEN OAHAOAN 
June 6, 1940 

·-
Dearest Wra. Rooaevelt: 

.!hank :rou for all rour klodneea and 
.-,.-· pnerou1 hotpitallt7 . But th&Dk ioou moat for being you. 
· I eoulc! £0 on and on about how Wel'vyn &n.d I feel about 

~ the Prelident and hit b.,utitul wife but :rou are eo •he 
in 10 JDazcy' \hi~ that I am BU.re you know and understand 
all we would like to eq~ It 18emed eo lonely leav-tn~ the 
White Houae without be tnc •bl; to catch a g11mpae ot you. --

- . . 
Tho loot d~ . I •~a . In Yashln6t on I 

epoke befor• a Senate sub- committee on Seoator Fepper 1 a 
bil l - I hope I eal d tho right things. One gate kind of 
pantctr. Sometime• it ••~• as thouch one 1& awimming 
ln a aea of worda - - npty ind in&dequat·e worde that con­
voy no moanln~ - Jus t frothy, foom3 thlnga thnt ~ak• a 
loud no1ae but in no way do what t hey ware meant to do -
pave the ~ay tor a better underatand lnt. I thtnk ~ybe 

. we· should invent ao!!lethlng elae to take th41r pl o.ca • 

. l.lr • .Tack llclllchaol (Y0 uth Congroee) 
ma.dt a apeech at the Ne.tional Confer ence ot Social Work, 
hait of' which wat tr:ue - tho other half waa completely 
lacking in Nn under s tnndtnn or what is ha~penlng in the 
world tod.&J" or of what 'thla ado~nlatratlon hAa beon try-

~ tug tO' do for t he p&.tJt ae'Ven year a. I , wat so upeet by 1 t. 
thAt I tried to antwer eooe or the iopl icationt Ur. Ue 
Wich~el made in my •P•&eh a day later . I •n• afraid m7 
1muck-lea •ould be rapped any zoc.\ent by the cha.in:~an and 
told to atlek to &gri culturo - ~d ml~ratlon. But l took 
-r courage in _, banda nnd talked against t ime. I came 
out ot-. t he mettlng kind. of week to b e tol d b;?' Lfr. Bodaon , 
President ot the We• York Clt,y !oarlcan Public l eltare 
Attociatton, ia a .laughtne tnne, that the f orces of e•ll 
••re getting on their horeea and a tartin~ to ride , uting 
the pr11eot cloak ot hysteria to coYer them - and thnt 
th~ tir et pereon they _had e9t ott after - with a cr,r ot 

.. .)._~. -: 

ColmiUDhJD- wae Velvyu. l didn't take it really ney eer­
loualy (although the.! kind of thing al•~• mnlcee me o. 
U.tt_le eeaaiek - for a few 'ltiOlDID t e you get the feeling ·.-· .• 

-~;-•o=~ne ~· &!Ten yo~ • ewif't ~lck in the di&.phr&cm) but 
when. I returned hoce a gr-.t deal qf "xciteoent he.d been 
a tirre4 up . !hey tou.n4 that they htui picked the w'roq man 
~o et&rt oa~. t here were eo~~ goodt honeat e it lleAI 
who roee up iu r lghteoue wrath tha~ l thou&ht we were going to 

' .. 

.- -· 

• 

( 
\· 
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•• • ... .. . !• 

two • 

-
ha•e a emall cidl ·war on our h""!d•. '!'he AIIIITican Legion 
wao all dixod up In it too. It o ooe~e tha t there wao a 
radio broa4caot 'bout two year• ago which Uelvyn eald he 
woUl4 be on tand eo•• Legion m .. bere were connected wlth 
it. lhan he get to the otatlon and raad tho ocript, he 

· c~oidorod It ouch a dlotortion of fact that he walked 
.- :''O..t :(oh dear Itt all ao aill;r} - tho ocript ~alled the 

Spuloh· C1Y11 Jar a Com.mmht uprioing, cor.plotoly dAmn­
.. ·.lng the .Lo;ralht forceo which, of couroe, wae u.njuot. 

From all we h.ad read an4 heard from authentic aourc:ea, 

··~ 

1 
the CoMu.niat~ came Into Spdn after the Civil 1\'ar bad 
otarted and the Spanleh LoyllllQh were forced to llCcept 
their help beeauae no . one alee 1n the world would Come 
to their 0.141 .• ll'e reel' th,.t· the dehat of the republican 
government in Spain was a groat tragedy. Well, to make a 
long atory abort, In California some are otlll argu ing 
about the Spanlah Civil ll'ar and · othore, the Egllticoa, 
will uae an;rthlng they can get hold of ae a club to 
clear their path of the ~othereome liberals who kee]t 
getting 1D their hair. !ut, as I aay , It baa all got­
ten a little bit too hectic and. we are beglnnl n;: to ro­
ee!Ye letters from the Legion he•da and othora stating 
they are in no pooitlo~ to control atstee~cnto made by 
individual Log!onalree throughou t tho State. ll'ell , there 
ia never a dull moment . · 

I arrived home three dayo ago. Okla­
hOma City .waa lilY lut stop. I e~nde a apeecb there to .the 
beado of tho Federal and State .lge~c1eo . ''!'hero ere 
thouaanda or people campod aro~d Oklaho~ City living 

~ 1n UAbelie .. able condl tiona. I am ,!o!ng to try to go 
back In July and drive through the State. 

,· 
· ~~ ·:: :: -~ lira . J'ayerwea ther wae· eo kind a.a to 
oend ••·• onapohot of you - I lo•• it. 

cloee tO you 
;rou .In thooo 

.. We haTe be•n 

Again thank you ! or lett111g me be oo 
!or ao l ong. We pray for the Preeldent and 
trouble•o~e d41B and we ~re grateful that 
given auen honeat and devoted leadership . 

.f.ffectlohately, 

-~ . ~~~. ·' 

-.R~: . 
... ~.7141 S.naldi. Road 

.. -·~:.t~• .. .I.Ageloo,._.Callfornla. 
·. 

: .... ~ .. ~~~ t:~j;:· .. ~~~ -:: ·. . . 
. ____ :_:_:.~;-~ :.~=~;;_~~5~z.~-.. :.-......... .:_ . ~· ;: . 

~· 



I b&w bee• \f7Jac '- 1\elp a c1rl, 

-t:;t ... ~. ~ .!:..,~,-= ~:: :!r~ 
\tt., aile~\'"' tw U.. •-r. Sht wlah 
'" flO '- .u_ lJI ,.,. .. '-. 

•r addr.• a 22li 6\b ... _, fo..Uo, 
C&Utonla. 1-lltr bro\hor wory ..U &Dd aa 
•- - 1o •rt.ll.r of lltlp. 

,..,. o1Mw.l7 ""'"• 

llro• llolvyn llougl.Ao 

~ ,. 
------

IUD 

0 



Ple .. • OlddNU tbr .., 

0 

,-,. cl d-{_ <!.. ~ 

?I .If/ J£ IVA I · i 

' 

J. v ,J AIY _. .:u • 
1/f .. /r. 

• 

- -"~~ 
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• 

\ 

IMrS. Ele~\vr ROU9bVL~~ 
"'\ Tn\. Wh ne House 

Wash ington, D.C. 

Dc~r ~rs . Rovsev~ lt; 

2:<lz ut.ll i.ve . 
V~~'ulc~ , 1..." -~t· .. 
Jutl£: c:;v .; l't.i""J.U 

I recei ved " lett.~r Juno lt. fr01. Ueurt,• Cr~el, 
Coc.ml.ssioner 01~ \.he (.;cd..Ot:-n U ... t.e Int.l::! n u d .. lvnu.L 
Exp0Sl'tl..,9J1J l..V Wh(;IL, you . ., J.' U\.E:: i n l ' lr:t, .. r .:ld t.O Di,f 
get-ti ng ~ job t-1, t..n E: l''i!.ir duriue, t.l •£- Sl.lJJill.lb l" n.vul.i1& . 

He -nforn.ed "tl•«t. .uE: cc;;v.u:l du not.o.:..r46 uhat.s o ­
ever t 'vr n1e IJP t.bere, sitoc c t.ncre •. t:re h.orc ~..han 
five t.I\(...UdOr.d p .. vp ..Lfi: on i ' iJ.e Cl lr t.udy . 

I w ... s VF;ry diaappoin't.ed t.v D.E"r 1.-JJc...\.. ) e.::ipt:cia.lly 
since nei t.her rey sist.e1• nvl~ lll,YSelf ~:;; etup.!.O,Ytu, 
ODJ e il.igibl e for Wl~o:~u.plOJDlE:ll't. Cvll!Jensat.:a.vl.. ~ 
los t my jvb ~t tJte l.l;lo..Q.t.l"E:: ~ . nel'e I 1uaS \lvr Kill.f! oe­
couse I wear e,lc...;s~s , t:Lnd t.he. wuplOJill.~1"'' B lt.Uc.-t.i vn 
in our fi:l.lf.il:r-, t.o put. i't. u.i lcil., , i s .l'~t..ut;r . u~spt;r .. l.e . 

Tho.nks vc'l·y &dt.lCH 1.I'.fil~ t.o Je lp we. Let. ae 
knOH aLout 1-h~ ~C:,\vLrhsip, if' one ~s tt. Vt..dJs.Ole 
for llle. I s till wo,r,t. t.o bo t.o colJ.e6t; l•~X't. 1:\ .• J.l . 

A let.1.er t'rvu. Howo.r d t.uis \,et. k. Hti ~o c ..... n.ing 
out. here t his ::su.li.Jt.er, hE: 1.e lis me} in ctlwpc..n; wi t.b 
a former prof't:aaor .. ot' his, Johu D. \'uc..mpsun. "l'Jae 
C~< lifornia Yo11t.h Leg isl.at.u r" .. J.d. :>~n~ t.vr (;e)' tl' 
are arral'l.Bing apeakill.b el.~e~t:,t;m~;:,-. t.s .r"vr &-ht:w . It. 
~<il.l b e ~ood to s~• nim. 

Sinc erely, 

JaP..~~L 

• 



11001 kiM 70il are to .. ad • • 
f"'"b a arond •••&&•· I appreoi&t-o i t 
nry •uoh. 

I tbW 70il wore aplf'odid 1D 
all 'I"" did at \M CoonnUoo ood l oa 
d&lipt&d tbot, 70U arw laUoo&l c-J.t­
to--. tot Calltomi&. Coograt.ulJI.. 
Uou .,d &OOd w1&bo o. 

l ltb -7 t ...... 

UtaoUOD&t&lr, 

f, ( . 
• lisa Helen Gah&aan 

1141 Sen&lda Rood 
Outpost Eot&tea 
Loa Aogelea 
Calltor nia 

.\ 

I 

do 

\ 

.I ., . t 

n 
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TELEGRAM 
12:" CD14 ~ll'l' mqe ~qth ~Oltlre 

~u.e~ingion 
BX Brool:l,•n liY ll09cm. Ju'.y 20 1!1•10 

Prs , ElNmor Roosevelt 
The ':/hl •:c Hol~oe 

Dem• Urs . Roosevelt I loyo you ov~r-yono loves you r nil ~·:o e t•o hAPPY 
to<la,y. 

· Helen Q('hCOtlll 

!l4lrund 

.-.... 

-



. -
I 

!leu IU.aa ~· 

~ 20, 1940 
~· P&rit, I"" York 

A trlend ot 111M ~•11• • that 
11111 latborine ltwl~i.l\,t.on, 1921 llorth Hl.;:hl.lllcl 
Awnuo, lloll7"0ocl, Caltromh, 1o vu y ol\lliouo 
~o do .,_ 110ric in the CMp&la n • rvl I tlor•u~ht 
porhapl you llisht tind ~ 1~• to • •• hor nnd 
oaeign her where••r 70U tt ink ~he ~~.ld ha 
a:J't. ~•fUl. 1 &a oure 1tK • ant.11 to volunt.eel"~ 

11th ol.l eoo.l • L she• , 1 ·•~ 

ll.io..-K~len Gahason 
7141 Senalda Road 
Los Ansoleo, Clllltom lo. 

Vory ainoerely yours, 

I u-r) 
f/,>~ 11/ef(t'' JJ;••c_'·· 



.. 

~-·· 

c -----, 
• 

• 

... 
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... 
~· 
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.-:.. 

HEIHI OAHAOAN 

Dear ~ra . Rooaovelt: 

On behalf or t!te 

p~o9r~tlo Women o! Southern Cali­

fornia, I want to toank ;rou tor tho 

ten~ to the luncheon for co last ~on-

day. •• •oro all vor,r pleaoed to hoar 

tro:~ you. Particularly, I •r.n.t to ~~~ 

how ~ch I , appreolated your kind rotor-

once to 11e. 

Uolvyn Joloo eo In 

w&rmest roefrd~ to the Proa1dent .nd 

to yourae\t. 

Af!acttone.tely, 

H eG... Jtl~ ).-
1141 S~lda P.oa4 

·': ;·~·· .I.:Daeloo ; Cal t torola. 
--..:_· 



-

• 

8apWIII>ar 11, 1940 

11:r lieu llr'e, DD\IIle a 1 

-1-- llr'e, loo .. ftl~ .. nte • to tall :fOil ~· ..... m ... s. lloo<ho&rd, who b a c-l.ae1oner on the soo1A1 SiCUI'lt7 Board, h to ba in Loe An,al u fo r about a week or un daya d'ta r 1 SeJ>t-•r 14, She .. ante to uka "'" "Ail:f eontaota ii S -sibl o und if you lOOul.d llko tO cat in touch 'Aith her llho can ba naehcd in c:ara of'har .on, Albert t . l'lootlltard, 5410 A.'l!:alus Vista Boulan.rd, 

{_..... llal'f)'ll Doll&l&• 
~cl 
Cal1tom1a 

• ; . 

Varr a iocaral,y ;,oours, 

{ 

Saerat&1'7 to 
lira , looanal t 

• 

!Du 
' I 

\ 

' 

Ou 



T1>4C WHtrC HUUbl! 
W.ASHIHGf(')H 

I do not know, or eour.,a, l1hathcr 

L.r. Jones "'ill accept. the post of Oecret.nry 

or Coaneree even t.hough 1t. ha3 been 

offered . 

I will, ho-..revvr, pass your let.t.or 

along. 

TH it 'WHIT£ HOUSE 
~~&HINOTON 

AffecUonate!J', 

W.sa Uelott Go.:lagan 
714l ..oenald.a R.- ! 
&.l,pc)aL :Oet.&tes 
Loo Anpolco 
C&l1f"'l"HiA 



' 

·I 

-

\ 

..... 
HELEN GAHAGAN 

1 

.&ncuot 16, 1940 

-{- --
='?:-~~ ~ . 

· D'.areot llro. loouTOltl · 

J. litter anlTOd todq oq1l>& 
that 'ledrota17 Bopld.11o lo roolsnl.l!« end 
that IOIIU'T Ora47 lo 1>e1QC conol.dorod t o>: 
tho poot ot Secret..,. ot c-or.:o. 

It thlo lo tn1o end he 1a 
l>oi.Dc conoldorod tor tho poot, _._I 
,to.at oq 1t woald - '"''7 Califol'lliao 
proa4 and hoPP7 l>oc.owoo ho lo ono of tho 
•oot 1ond cd roopoctod of all Cal11om1a 
c1t1•••· 

!bo wo.Oil ot Cal1tom1a aro 
otartlQC tho Oup&ll" ln oarnoot. I ..i 
alroo4T .akins opoochoo'al1 oTor tho State • 

. 1ottor. 

J.tfoctionato1T , 

• 



_ W)s j~ a: s;wz; ,_ ' -~ 

_ _ Lta.u k -~ ~ r ~ ... 

--~-~ 
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TELEGRAM 
I 

2wuk1 43 IlL 

I (J I) 

'mqe :mqae ~lllW 
~asljiugton 

' ~ \J\ 
/'\ )' v · y 

/ • ' 1\ \ ' v 
0 J '(, . 
( \f.J I f, , / I -

I ' 0 I ,. I II 1JI • 

LosAngel ee 1 Calif . 1 Sep' t. 2? 1 194'l 

llre. F'l•Mkl1n D. Roosevelt. 
-

The broadcast waa magnificent again I w~~t to say how 

happy we nre to know you are coming to LoaAngelea. or course 

you know I woul d love to have you and Miss Thompson etny w1 th 

ae it you can while you are here. 

Helen Gahagan. 
,, I • ,,, I I \) 

I 



I 

I ' 

' 

··-

- .. ., ,., 

HELEN GAHAGAN 

I 

{)/ 

1 ha•e aeoo Wiea 

Iathartoe BUAtlo&ton aa 70u aaked •• to 

do, and put her t o work. She ia a 

YOl'Wiher and rlll h YOrT helpfUl, 1 811 

aura. 

The· Pree1dent 1a apeecb 

waa ~1ticont -- it did won~ertul 
J ' 

thiaco out hero In California. 

1'1 th all tood wiehea , 

.lttecUonatol7, 

'-

·. . ,. 
... -:. ... 

'). --

r 



I 

.A 1 "~ , t\l - I , :I' , l) • ~~I .. 
--Miaa.. Belen n.hep" 

o_...uo St.&to c~tt•• 
Loa Anploa, Calltor ni& 

•• 

/U() 
•• 

Saptoabor 26, 1940 

1&-a . Rooarnlt ,...,.eta oha camot atop 1D Soon Franciooo . 

llo\ LVlliA C. TI{):.!PSO!I 
Sooreta17 to 
lire. Roooevalt 

-
I 

' 



-

(• r I ,; 
' tELEGRAM 

'm~e ~lyfu ~oust 
I 

? .. U.RA. 46- 0 . L. ;B~~t~~iugton ' . 
Loa .Angeles , Cl\l11'ornia, September 26, via Hyde Park , II, Y. 26 Mrs. Franklin o. Roosevelt . 
_ Thank you tor your wire We 1\1'8 del1~hted to ~now you are 

coming. Are you plonn1ng to v1e1t San Francisco during some 
tt•ip? It eo, the women there want to plan something tor you , 
Please let me know so I can notl!'y them, 

Hele n Gahagan. 

- ' 
' 

• 

' 

( 



I 

I 
lo..tler e. lNO 

1baftk )'O~ tor ,_ \ele,,_. 
lotio tle '"''l.deD' &ad I • ppro•1ot.e eoro 
-Ill¥ u.... • ,.., •IT oll tllot 7011 dlc1 

.in tbi• ·~~~~ • 

.. "7. IMil¥ ~ko and all .. od 

J\\cs !VIe 1"1" \) ""J;b:. 
Jll.a&!lelen Gahopn 

7141 S enalda Dr1 ve 
Los "'"nceles 
CeHf. 

.· 

I : ! ) 
/ , 

0 



- NB L1 4 1~= LOSA IWELES CALl F 
MRS FRANI<LJ N ROOSEVELT= 

'"' 

r ·• .. ~/ 6 AY. 12 15 

JUST LEARNED CALifORNIA ~HREE TO TWO IN FAVOR OF THE PRESIDEUT AFFECTIONATELY= 
/, :HE LEN GAHAGAN.· 

' 

: 

) 
\:/ \ 

' 
I I 
\ ,. 

I \I 
(' I 

\ • ' t. \'_7 ,} \' I 

., 

. . 

V' \ . u.\ ,,· \ •' 
).. -~~- I 

tT \) ' 

' 
' I , .. 

I \ <' . . . 
l \ •. ) . .1• 

I ' ' -:: ,.. ' . 
I I 

. '\ t ·. 
l' ~ J ,. 

\' .\ .. 
, •( 
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£. R. 

J i tomy lu\e obt Ai ned 
1
et udio aCiund stAge ~or Odtob~r H t h 

We a re pl anning A gAlA r eception to r the cel ebrAt ion 

ot thft close ot t he wo mon ' a fu nd rAising oaopa1an. 
I 

ArJ you t ree to come thPn 
J 

~r so .tmY " e Announce this 

or ehoulA 11e keep it ae A aurori se 

Bel en Gahagan I' I 
' 

\ 

• I • 

• 
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8TAHDA .. D 1'0-.M ~. 1U 
NffiOtU I'J TIC .... tiOOIT 

MMCMlt.fW 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RA'PES 

/' f I .... t , . 

Ul 98 IIELEH o.lRAIWI 
7140 SENALDA ROAD 
HOII.XWOOJ) CAI.I FORIIIA 

m~~ ~~ife ~mw 
~-ljinshm 

Septe~ber 30, 1940 

I ./ 

THA!IKS POQ \liRE, WIU. I!AV£ TO 'l'I'A.x \YIT!l Jll!I:IE • 
• 

/ 

.. 



..... 
TELEGRAM 

mq£ ;IJ!Jru ~ouS£ 
~a.lyinghtn 

10\1\J , RA. 23-

Poughkeepsie, 11 . Y,, Septoember 30, 1940 

'rnl:: lr!UTB HOUSE - Attention !.Ire, Lund I 

) _._. { , . -' < ) r-1 

. , ' 
. \ 

I haven ' y He1eh Gnbaga~s ad~eee . Pleaoe wire hers as 

to11owe: Thanks tor wire. Wi ll have to stay with Jimmie: Signed. 

E. R. Unquote. 

Molly Somerville. 

2 :55p .m. 

I 

• 



• 

.. 
Door 1111a a.bapn1 

1 haft bad tbe addiUonal tooar le~t4ra wrt~t.an and t ll of tho lottoro .Ul ID ou\ u OOCCI U lin. Roooo .. lt baa t.lM W a 1 1111 til•, Which 1 1M i;lno wi ll be todq. 

1 • elwaya happy t o hen t.- yoo. I feel very a.,. at tlle _,nt. I hat (tbooreU­cally) IQAC Of ~ peeol.liJ.etiO friendS tbAt II:Jo Pr4aldant woulc! carry t o r1.y atat&t, and th1r1.y­e1&bt 1a near .,oq~~. tho 111oh1gan paoplo 1no1et tllat a reoouat •ill cJ,n ua thlt atota. In cno of tllo o1 Uoo tbo ""ttn.I Mch1nee taUod w recorc! 11, 000 .... to •• 

lire. llooaon lt and I ho•e juo t. haan on a ta....S.y lecture trip, lllld! :t t.houcJ>t t.>a en­tbuai ... tor tha Praoldant and-· Roounl\ wu -•tor t.ban ner. 

I bopa 100 will be o..U.~ ... t. 00011 and will lot wo -ahead. 

1111• llelaD o.h-
7161 Senalda Roed 
1M AApla• 
Calitomla 

1 u u p_,., 
I
.J I ,. , 

t\1• ~\ . 

0 

'f,(_~ ~ LJ, l7._ ... ,-, /... 

jO IJ /i , 1 · · ~ 

' 
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·. HI!Ll!N C AII.A C.AN. 

· 'lloTOIIIbor 19, 1~0 
I 

D.ar Kt1~_!'bompeona 

' : ~ -. -~ _ ·. · .11th apo lojlioo I a:o _..,_ 
r_ --· -~ . 

clooln.-~!>Ul" ·.,o..., """" to add to the Uot 

ot· Calitornl• c~paign workers. I debated 

a long tio:oo 'boforo Including the n8J01e of tlro. 

Watti i~~ -Boyd Joae• on thta list.# Bowe•er, 

duo to _tho, fact that oho hao hoad ed tho 

11o'!4Rl'• 'lllvloloo tor Southern Clllltornla and 

r•alnod C~li'aan (attor wch porouallon) ' 

tbro~hout tho conpalen; It wi l l avoid dlt­

t1~~~t1~~ - ~: :·h~ h not l~norod. Just -.. _ .... r,r . 

pnf'o.llc ~oi'J'. note wi ll. do. . . . 
. 

':.;..~...;. =. -=-·-=- . -... 
..,(1-llo;.~~~:·hapw to hoar f rOc oze· again. But 

I lmnw 70U are terribly bu.;r 

-

• . In clollne I jllot want to ooad • 7 lon and •"¥ 

.. '::-::.·.~~·: .... ~n it ;~~~elad lto all - o..-or _..,d 1~,,-,t 1t wonder-

.... .. 

.· 
.· 

.· 

-. 

.-
.;;:.:.:::..~; --- . -

.. ':i;:;~{; ~~~~"~::/cp:f~ . """'~' .·· \·· , 
: • ; _ 7Ul •O!l&li!a- .Joad - _ ~ 

--
~ ~~~--~;; ;· 
.. 

••• 
-~ . --- -----·- -

.: • ~ ~Jj.:· __ 
:-::.:·:...· .... -:-:-=...: :-
.. -

.-- .5~f.~~~t:.·~--·. .:· .... - . 
--- -·- ----- --

J 



'i!rs. :Jo.~t1oon Boyd Jones - ?2? Kenne~h " oad, Glendale, California 
Head of the \'/omen' e Di v1eiun for Southe1·u Co.li:fornio. (has 
j ust now l'esi.,ned) Headed campaign activi t1ee of the Vlomen ' s 
Division duri .t:l the campaisn. 1 • 

,y.r • 

!Jro , 
.I 

!lr. 
v 

.. 

George C1•eel - For mnny years a very in.fluen t1al Der.~oo1·nt1o 
Party 1'1gure in .California. 1 Address: 26?1 Divieadero St.., 
San Francisco, California. 

~.obe1·t lloWill1CJ11S, S~runfor<i Court Apartcents, San Franc i sco , 
For10er hee.<i of ',Vomen 1 a Dl vlslon, llorthern Cul1forn1o.. !low 
g iving her time to the mlt!,l'llnt proolem i n Califor nia . Has 
been e. most effiCient rar ty worker and a id 0. ~eat dea l 1.0 
help in this as well as past crunpalgns . 

W. T. Dollar, Editor Pllblieher, SU1TE:R CREEK NEWS , Sutter 
Creek, Oe.l11'ornie.. 
This paper has given muon space to tne re-election of 
tne President . ~ hao also given much at.tention to 
tne aotlvlties ot tne Democratic or~anizatlone in thi s 
part of the .t-ate .. · 

l 

• 



'· 

O.COIIber 2, 1940 

l:,y dov l.!ioo Ga~pn1 
'!he enclOMd l ettoro have been 
I 

retum..:t to \Ira. Rooanelt. ·~m yw pl•-

reod4re•• t.haa properl;f? I &ll eoclodng 

enYelopea tor ycu.r uae. 

llieo lloloo a.hapn 
7141 s-14& Road 
Loe Aoploo 
~Uioroie 

Ad~nletreti.w Ot!iaer 
Sociel Cot"reapondenc. 

/ {Jf) 
A Af' ' ' ' 1'/,?S I ' 

., 

• 



The eoo to.OI<l l et ter• hen beell 

:retiU'Tie4 to 11r1 . li.oo1nelt . 1¥111 you please 

N ttddre810 t h.a? 

Aain!.tl'atlft Otfloer 
Sool al Oorreapo..a.-

... \, ;, M(..lv'f , .._ 0 u•• ~l · ~ 
lll.ll•lldea a •·•· 
?ltl 8a..U. RH4 
LD• ..._lee 
Oallrw.la ) 

I LJ() 

I' I· 

111/JP.O 



' 

) 

n • ..-. 31, 1940 

JlonT, - tlwlka tor tha De&at.UUl 
UtUa wt.cb IIIlich you &lid llr. Jloucla• Nnt t.o 
- t or Chr1et""• . I tb1ric that U.e be1na 1n 
U.. ob&pe ot ,. enad!atber' • clook 1e ""cb a 
clen.r id• an4 I aa pvtectlJ ddl.41>tecl t.o 
ban it. Tou ..,... ""'r• than kl..ncl t.o r mber -· 

I ho;>e JI>U tad a n1c u Chr 1::1 Lr.u and 
tbat. Lbe ll.w Toar will boo • Vol')' l"'rl •:t onb I or 
TOU l.olh . 

J.;rs . Jool\'}'tl lloUJ!lu 
7141 .:>en:lldn rtoad 
Los nr\f~lts' t:alif . 

I 
, 



, 

' 

• 
J.,ua,.,. 14, 1 Ml 

.-• • Rooa ... al\ ulot 1t ''"' wl.ll 
pUua look into thla ouo and l..t. bar -
ai!<Nt 1\. 

Ill•• Hal ., Clollacan 
1141. S.nalda Drha 
Loa Anplao 
C.Uton>ia 

S.ore t.aJ')' t o 
llra .Rooao•elt 

0 

'-I John Xakasovictll, 515 N'orumbe:RA Orl vo , !.lonrovia,C.d1!. 
- TubP. rculnr in Dore Santt.artum - t.hn;oe year~ onhi.s bacl<- i n rocm alone 

with no inte rests except readinr; and h.ls eyes won• t s tand much. Jtes no 
fami l y - wanto a omall radio 



: 
·' 

HELEN GAHAGAN 

JUUAJT 16 0 1941 / :1· 

))ear 11110 fboiiJ>OODI 

'l'b&Dlc 7UU tor tho boouUM plc-

turoo of tho Proo14ont &Dd llro. !oooOTolt. 

All coo4 wl oboo to 70Q, 

IIUo llalYiD& !b()Oipooo 
!!lo 1b1 to Jlouo o 
l'&abiJictoo, D. 0, 

-



.!'obruory 18, 1941 

L!lae L!al.Y111e ~capeon 
TM ~bite Houu 
l'loehington, D. 0 . 

Dear Uisa ThO~paon: 

;qo 

Thank you tor the ~2.00 ~hi<b woo oont 

t o Mrs . RooaoYolt for tho migrant children. It 

wUl be oddo4 to our tund to buy pro-achool books 

tor the nureerles in tbo F. s. H . eamps. 

SinQorely youro , 

1-1~ 
Loa Ana•l••, Cali rornie 

• 

· - -r f . ' 

--
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jpl'il 7, l Ml 

llaar HaleD 1 

1bank ~o IIIICb Cor r wr le Uer. 

I ooald 10 ~0 JOU t the n1~)l~ ot the -

and tbe penr coul oe beld tbe &!~moon of 

that d&7. 

I aa l ooldn' Corwarcl to •••Inc you. 

11150 Helen Gahagan 
7141 Sen&lda Road 
Loo Ancelee 
Calif. 

Atteot.icmatelr, 

/0 I 

./ 

0 
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~, __..,. a !~ ~ott!n« elooe to your Califor-

nia Tlo!t :rd UolTYD and I aro ho~1n& 1t w!\l be 

eible for U &At JJll " fhoopt:o11 t o 1tay wl th Ul. 

poo-

I 

understand JOU will arrl•e here the 24th of Aprtl. 

be in San Yranetaco the 'fith, ratura here Lnd re=ato 

in Loo An«•leo the '6 th, "7th and ?8th. Wo would lOTI 

to have you with ua $1\ the tlme you ~re hero . 

· ~1r. PJ')'bert 'Burne, State Adllllnlttra-

tor for theN. Y. A., lt Tery anxloue to hnve you 

he&r the N. Y .J... Youth Orchotlrt'. while you are in t.oe 

J.ncelee. The plan would be to have the orchestra pl&y 

field• of educatlnn ~d publle eerv lee, ~d •ho are 

outetandlnc lc Ute eo:nunlty. would bo l!lvl ted t o 

aeet rou. .A.n effort 1tould be nmde to sake thea aware 

of tho . tine work the I.Y.A. 1o doln& wi th roUD& auo!elano. 

Yr. !urnt lnttndt, i n the neor future, to invite thlt 

group to aerve ln an advisory cnpaclty , and I om aure 

he feela thAt contac t wlth you would oake thfl:n all eee 

tho lld"t. Ho would l!k• you to o,v a f ew wordo attor 

I, 

--1 
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Ure. !ooeevelt - Page t~. 

the orcheetra hAa nl~ved, atreeatoc th~ importance 

of thflt Coi!I:N.D1 ty Sfl!rvice Projecta. The eoncflrt could 

be arranged for any of the d~v• you are here from 
I • 

3:30 to 5 in the afterno(ln . 'fill Jou let me know 

tf 70u care to t~o thh Md 1 if eol whleh day you co.n 

fit it into your schedule? 

' I have Just come back from a t r tp up 

the eoaet add have eeen the N.Y.A. Reairl ent Projects 
y 

at San tuia· Obiapo . Thoy are doing perfectly meg-

n1t1cent worL ih Cnl1forn1a . 

We sent a !\fldio to t h e bo:r,~John 

Ta~sovtch, who wrote you fro~ the Dor~ S&n1tariuc 

in Llonrovia. He was enof'Qouel,v pleaeed and, •hen 

he was £1v.en the rRdto. h,. eo.1d, " I knew Mre. ·Pooe&-

velt "0t~ldn 't foruf.lt me. 11 Thh inatitut ion i s one 

thAt ha s to operate on l imited ~eane and moat o! 

the patients a re witho-u t tunda . The r:tarveloue t hing 

ie that all o~ tho people in tho same warU· • 111 be 

abl e to enJoy thA radio. They were ao dellchted . t bAt 

one ot two ot the patients had teare in their eyea . 

John Takaeov ich, ba«1dan hav1n& tuberculosle , has 

eome e1ckneee which has mAde htm muscul a rly uncoordlanted. 

That 1a •by, froo h1e hand wr1t1n&, I ~xp6eted he would 

be a much youn~er pereon than he aotu~lly i e. 

I h~ve the Prea1dent 1 a eampalcn hat 

tn the top of my elo1et. Mel vyn and Eddie Robinson 

. -



Urt. Jo.oanel t - Pat• thr~ ... 

coul~n 1 t bear to truat it to the careletl handt 

of th• Eopubllcano. Wo •Ill con~ult wltb you •hon 

70~ come aa to what would be the beat thine to do 

• ltb lt. I hoYo o foollnc It ohould bo oont to tho 

Prelident•a J.ibra.ry. 

·senAtor Wheeler 1toppt'-d the f.gwe 

Lend Jroadeatt but. •• tent tele.rea froa f\TllCUeft..ll.:r 

•verybody in Califor~ta to Senator ~rk\~y. 

t ~ enelot~ Ur. Burna l etter 

10 trAt you will ful\y underat«nd the pu~ee or the 

mutica1 afterftOOD they have pl&Aned . 

to the Pre~ 14ont 3nd to you. 

Affoctlon4toly, 

I I 

Tr~ 
· 7141 SonoldA !toad 

Lot An&el••· Oalltorn1A. 
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FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY I 

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION 
FOR CALIFORNIA -­MOM· C C C MII I,DI-

UU WI!ST 81VCt•f':'H HPI&CT.L08 ANOEL.OI 
.1 .. ANU:T.,....,. 

..,.. ,IUII'Id.OO 

lliss Helen Gahsgan 
7141 Senalda Road 
lloll1'food, CalHornla 

Ur dear lliu Oahagan: 

Uarch 28 , 1941 
I 

Confil'!lling our telephone conversations, the National Youth 
Adminhtratl.on 1a very anxJ.ous to havo you invite l.lrs , 
Franklin D, Roosevelt to be tho guest of honor at a tea for 
somo thirty to forty prominent. men and wo~~:~en who serve on 
the State A<lvioory Connl.ttee for tho National Youth 
Aclninlstration or California. Ur, S, Burns Weston, Aasiatant 
to the ChairQan of tho National Advieory Cc~lttee, recently 
personally informd us thet Urs . Roosevelt is rErtderl ns a 
distinctive Mrvice in tho development or adviso ry COIInlti.ee 
service tor the National Youth AdlinlstraUon throughout the 
country . Consequently, we feel that she will be happy to 
"'eet briefly w1 th this group and to make a short talk, out~ 
Un!ng her hopes for tho development ol' this type of voluntary 
eervice . .. 

ll'hon Urs. Roosevelt visited Cslifomla in 1940 •ho very 
generously aasured us that, while she could not take time 
that year to visit any of our projoct s, she would definhely 
plan to · aUoeate so:u t.ime t.o us on her 1941 tour. 

The Honorable Culbert L, Olson will invl te llrs. RoosoveU to 
dedicate either (1) our large work center financed by tho 
City and County of San f'roneiSco, or ( 2) our new resident 
center at North Sacra..,.,to, serving tho amy air depot. 
Concerning tho l atter exceptional project, Dr , Remson D. Blrd , 
President or Occident al College and Chairman of t he National 
NYA Com:lll.ttea on College Work, on l.!arch 18, wrote directly to 
lira . Roosovolt, describing t he North Sacrament o resident 
center proJect, &M conveying t.o her tho combi ned hopes of 
tho Comandant. or tho depot, the National Youth Acbinistratl on, 
and hl.Juel!, that llrs . Roosevelt would allocate time for a 
visit to this proJect. 

I 

' 
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Page 12 ll.areh 28, 1941 

Y/o are confident tll~<t through your personal invitation llro. Rooaovelt will be glad to render this aorviee to the youth or Caitrorola . The allocation of li ho~tra to tho to a at 
your home and a. slmilu amoWlt. or t.ime at one ot t.he two propoaed Northe rn California dedlcatlono, would cover the ' !'-.. t l.nw:J roqulroment . 

for t.ho oceaaton at. your ho.oe, ou.r l..OE Anceles youth 
orchestra le very anxloue to play ~wo or three numbcra under 

1 tho baton or !Jr , Alexander St einert, - thin is tho orchestra 
Which ur. Stokowski directed over a nationwide CBS broadcast early in february. Por elt.her the San: fra.neiaco or Sacraden\.0 occ:aeion, our San Fre.nciaco youth orchestra under the bo.t.on ot 
Ur . \&'l Den Burg covets a si.milBr privilege . 

~lizaboth ~cClave, of tho Leigh Loct~trora, gonerouoly provided 
us with the schedule o! 1trs . Rooaevell, whleh at. that. date was llated aa tollowa: 

Aprll 2~, Lo:s Angelos : April 25 , San Franc lsco; 
April 26, '¥1, 28, Loa Angclu; Apl:ll 29, Hanford; 
April JO, Eugene, Oregon . 

We will greatly appreciate i t if you will menUon to Mrs . Roosevelt our hopes for l! hour• of her tl.Jae a t one of the 
two Northern Calltornia points augjlOsted, ln atidltlon to your lnv lt.at.lon for t.-he Los Ane;eles t.ea a'- .)'(lur ho;:re. In view 0 r the prominence o! the people who w 111 attend th••• 
events , 1 t is import ant. tor us to knO'I\' exactly when Mrs. Rooaevalt can give us t.ho Ume, eo that l nv!tat iona can be 3ent. out as aoon e.s posat ble . 

With aenulne appreciation for your kindly aaaiahnce, 1 am, 

Sincerely yours, 
:..> 

w;:atra 



April 171 1941 
• 

11&1\T thanko tor )'Our wire o t !ut.or 
,...t1nr• llhl.ch we both awrec1ated. 

I &Ia ao oOrt"f I ell<! not - )'011 •~n 
1 ... 1n Loe qeleo tor J~'• .-1c!J.nt, bat 
I wao on}¥ there tor a tft houro. ll1u n.o"P"on 
1M 1 wUl be delid>ted to at..,y wit h ;,ou 1t ;,ou 
do not think it wUl be too auc:h ot a bv<len. 
We will ~· tbere t.he n1ebt ot the 24th lind again 
tho 26th, 2?t.b, 1M 28t.b, And that <lou o- to 

• " er-t 1Apo&1t1Do. 

Ao you know, when I c 1n a place tor a 
pt.14 loot..,.., it !.a not poH1blo tor ,. to Mice 
"11:1 otbar public appaar&DCe. 1 will be 111<1, or 
couroe, to do m at 1 can that will not contllct· 
with the lecture contract, and I would like to 
••• t.be llaw'1ce Bel>j&.aina 1M .. <WCh or J~·· 

w1te ao poo&ible. 

Uisa Helen Gahagan 
7141 Senalda Rood 
Los Angeles, Cal1t . 

Utect1ooat e}¥, 

r 

, 

I 

T:Ou 

' 



Aprll 11, lMl 

I ati.NlJ'.,...... et tile _..,.. u oa\11,... 

lD , \be :&.\WI' tl'a \be oolond -· 

ID ....... \o h ~ted U.rl-, I Jot....a 
""-• I 11.- .... ...,. or tale people and M\ \lloir · 
up\ do &ood WGI't, 1 u enoloeln& tor ,.,,... tnro,..­
•• ... ~ tM7 _, • and I 'OOuld lilot U 
loMklerq lllee, 

lira, l!olvin Oougl.as 
?141 Senalda Road 
Los Angeles, Calit. 

v 

0 
\., 
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UI!Ll:N CAIIACAN 
( .&\lfOt -1• t lrtOCUHt ~•hO III~tOI'tl't lllUW0'1U' 

Apr l l lot, 1941 

Wl aa Wal •lna Th .. paon 
Seeret.a.ry to Wrt. Roote'f'el t 
'l'he White Houu 
Wathlatton, D. c. 
Dear Wlee Thomptonr 

Wlll you pleaet thow t he encloted 
l etter to ltr-t. Jt,ooanett f lt wat aent to •• b7 
a very ed:ucat.ed colored womu here who came to feel 
th~t tuch a pro«ram waa necettary becauae the • at 
dl t turbed b7 eertaln tendenelet •hlch began to aho• 
theaaelvet ln the ecboolt. 

A Mr. !dward Hart. !xecutlve Secretary 
of Uni ted ~erlcaa. . hat recently been out h•re~ t 
noUctd l.!rt. Booaevelt'a c.ue lht-ed at one of the 

apontora ot thlt Ot'«lftlution. CM y011 tell ae uy-

thlnf! about !.!r. J!nt and thll or~anlu.tlon I 

Th&nk y~~ tor all your help. 

Atfoctlona tely, 

?141 Senalda RoA4 
Lot Angelet, C~llfornta . 

• 

I , 

·-



COI'Y 

Who Helen ~ 
7141 SODalda Road 
Loa AD,eloo, California. 

Pear IIIII O&ha«&AI -

• 

Loa A.a«elea Cal,. V.ar. 20 1941 

Pleaoe pornlt ae to thaa~ you ar.aln for oo kindly grantln« an 1nterY1e• to Vre. Allen and myeelf. 

Eneloood you will find a copy of tho aatter wo d locuoood In our lnterrlew. I truot I t will not be conotrutd ao crltlcl~ln« the groat work of tho preaent admlnlatratlon. I a. a ataunch aupporter 3nd ardent admirer of our preoldont and hlo farreaohln~ prograao, and feel wi th th• maJority of Amerie&.ne and othttr natlonf\lltlee that at nn time hitherto haa 10 11\leh boon dono tor tho 'ood of hwoan1ty. fhlo plan preoenttd Ia offered only bocauoo ot a de• lre to help In &U7 pottlble ·~v. 

'l'h lo plnn, revloed And od,juot•d to fit th• local school e;yote,, hal been accepted by tho Lot An~elel baard o! education, and 11 belnr. 1nlatod next week. 

I a~proelate ;your torward!Df. this to Mre . Roooeve~t. and t rust oho will aee eome merit 1n it. 

Dr. !va W. Young. 
452?. fall Stroot 

' 
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J 
Forw.vord 

Defense is tho moat important word in tho J\merican vocabulary today, 
Def ense of our · l and, our possessions, our government, our w11y of l ife, 
There are many " First lines of dofenso "; but there can be no l.~no .of , 
defense so important as the attitude of the poeple. I am sure there is 
no a rgument on t his point, as recent world events confirm this , ~ 

I ' , 
• 

~'his attitu<\e , if it reflects underst anding , intelligence, courage and 
unity is the real bulwark both in f r ont 1of and behind o.ll national de­
fense , Jmy wealcnt:fss in this mental armor will null ify all defense 
preporationa. 

'1'his country , made up as i t is of so pmny different elet .onts --racial, 
cultural, economic , pol itical , and religious, has attempted and succeeded 
in ,.,elding its p£U•ts into one great whole, However, because of the many 
element s which compose it , constantl y there genera ted frictions o.nd irri­
tations which at times tend t o v/ealtan the bonds of sympathy which should 
tem~er the relations of the groups , 

It is t herefore necessary constant ly to remain on guard against any cause 
ot friction or animosity which miGht tend to al ienate any group or faction 
fl'om the straic;ht line of true democracy , 

Thia is' especially true \'th"tn'e our youth are concerned , Youth problems are 
great·,. and much i s being done to solve t hem, In fact, never before in our 
histor:r has so much been done for the welfare of our youth , Appreciation of 
this c;reat worlt, alons with apprecia tion of American principles and a 
genuine love of June1•ico.n liberty, a1•e not always ao evident an they should 
be , Problems, friction, and nntacnnis~• among Olll' youth offer many oppor­
tunities to subversive elements nhich proceed to tefu· do\m the very thil18S 
we are trying to do , These yoWJg people, voters and statesmen of tomol'l'OW, 
must be rooted into t he very life of our democracy, and cemented int o a 
firm democratic \'tllolo, in order to pres erve our princi'[)les . 

A generalized progr wn, as wel l as thooo oo.rriod on by pr i v11te groups allll­
not always reach tho people most i n need of the~e p1•ogrruns . In times like 
these tho need or a proerwn specio.lizing in thic particul ar activity, s pon­
sored and direct ed by our federal government, can read i ly be soon. I t is 
ole:~.rly our obl igation to perpetuat e our way of l i fe by building o. cit izen­
cy trained to appreciate i t , 

This type of program is not only the first line of defense, but is tho 
very ground worlt of all defens preparat ions , 

• 



l!duoation tor Defense. 

ProblelllS 
I , General laok ot knO\'tledBe ot domoorntio baok(lround , 
2 . Negat ive attitude t O'NIU'd r i ghts privUes~s and reoponoib1Ut1es, 
) . !feed of trainine as to duties or citizens. 1 
1,. Lethargy on 1 part of po.ronts 1n thoir att1turle tO'.'Iard thoir roopo.,­

a ibility for tho develoJ.llllent of democratic ideals 1n thoir children, 
5. l:'rojudicea 

1 1 Sectional 
l!conom1.o 
Religious 
Racial 

Laok of appreciation ot tl1e Ameri can way of life . 

suaeested plan 
T. A departcent or a group Of persons in soke department to carry on 
·· • the work, 
2 . Thi o division to act as clearinghouse tor all private or separate 

activities or this nature . 
) • Do fini t e work program t o promote 

Awareness of undemocratic tendencioo 
Appreciation or opportunities 
Understandins or l'esponsib1liti es 
Realization or r i ghts and privileges 
Study of American ideals 
Thor oUBh interpertation of prinoiploo of J\mericon clomooracy, 
Psychology of preparedness. 

4 . study or component groups or our country t o promote appreciation of 
contribution each has mode to society, 

The above plan would systematize, correlate, and unity all etrorta in this 
direction 
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). !c:lsie .laurbur; ...orrio , 284 l!adeline Drive , taMdorno, C~l1Cornia- .• nnts Job . 

• 

I aa .n11111 th1a l.t.t.or t.o 
rou •• ,.,.. ~ Ia.- ot '"'""Uilne ttr. . llorrl.a 
can do. I do no~ beUne the h a lle!locrat. 

J.iiss llolei ~tan 
7141 3ena a ond 
l.os •!1J1•los, Caur. 

AtCeeUonatel,)• • 

/I ( . 
" 

o;, 



, 

. . 
THE WHITIE HOUR 
WA8HI~ 

June 10, 1941, 

MDIOIWIDtDI J'OR 

IIR8. R:l08£VELf 

It would help 1t you oould 
eend th1e to Helen Gahagan to 
oheok up on and t or any reooamen­
dation she may oare to make. 

F. D. R. 
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\ 
Dear S.Uoa 

tile Pru14ent. au,ae.t.ect t.WL 
1 ... t.hia \o 1"1& \o M& 1! )"OU wo&l4 
baw aD¥ •uae•Uon to .u.. I 1u1ow \b&t. t.ll• l.C. t.ar h &llbet.ML1all,r tn. u 11r • .,. \'. o•c--- \old .. -" u... - \binao sa.,..,.,., I don't. know lllbat ~o do about. 1\ 
and " thol.l/lht. ¥0" lll.ght knott ot -tlllnl ...., oould re~ \o do. ,. 

, 

Le~ter !rom Senator James E. J.:urrl>)" to General .latoon, 
encloa1ne copy or letter rr~rso.ret Cllftey. t;ilroy. 

;oo 

!)!) 
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Copy 

llr 4aar Beaator lllll'rar: - . 
A tew 11eeka 1&20 wbc I read of' t:be Pres ident' a dec11oat1oa ot 

Woodrow Wilson's birtbpleoe, I wood8red tr lt would not be po• aible to 
let hla kDow th~t lllsou•c daughter !leaner McAdoo ia leedin& rather a 
deape.re\e t1aa. La at lligbt. l bad a lona cbet wi tb. ber - abe waa .a 
dtacouraaed that I hsve been turn1nt o•er in ay mi~G juat bow I ~sbt 
bring tbe metter to the President' s EWtlce. 1. letter troa w:e would 
berdlr reaob bia on4 boor lit tle we1£b~. 

'fhe e1tuat10l~ i t; briet'ly, - )fcAdoo lett no eatlae u d !leWLOr 
be~ e little core than one bundTed dollara 6 aonth to auppOrt beraelt 
and beT daugbtar lalth. Sba ts talkln& on the rndto 1 but haa not been 
eble to g•t o •poaeor >Ad tbe tel~• ror ~icb abe 1• peid ••ry-li ttle 
will .ooG be dlseoAtinued. Sbe hea been @iVeD pe~aelon to l ive in 
tbe McJ.doo boua~ in Sttl"k:eley €qu&re 1 c ere!.t. empty btrO ot v plt:tce, 
tbet b•a beOD tekeA ove~ by torecloa~~. and where Bb• ~11 h~ve to 
liTo 1n tbe tow 1"00118 8be lrtll be eble ~o fW'D.1eh until the houtfe ta 
eold. J.J~ you uy imaglDe , it •11 be 11 aoat ,p.haPPY erpeftence. 

Mlll,T people believe t·bet LJbe hct t!ll 1ilco•e rrom royeltiee 
on the bOok, -the Woodrow Wilsons• , which I wrote with her but es o 
utter or f eet t.be book. ne a toilure tmd the publishers have .not 
earned tbe mon~ th~ advanc~d to ua. 

Eletmot" ud I be.v" been oloee fri ends for yet•re and tbout:h 
abe baa SdJlY other trtende 1'1bo would, or eo\l.l'ae, try to l.elp ller it 
tbey laae• thu ettuet1ort, Me would not D.ek tor help and of cource 
abe •u.at D.Ot kDow t.bet I o.a etlkins thi a or you~ 

You. •u.at forg.1 l'e me tor writ ilog you, but 1 know your grout 
kindneee i n met tera of th1 e sort nnd I ern hoping you wr11r not eon­
aider it ~oo great aa iapo&ltio~. 

I heal tate t·O auc,geet wbet aha aJ.gbt be able to do, but 
perbepa aomethin& ln coRDeotton witb tba Oeten&e Bonde ~d Sta.91. 

Deeda (?) tella •• tb&t you l!uve prcaised to bring Mra. Murray 
•ltb you to whe!. you g~I"t out 6£6 !n to California . It 
110W.d be a greet pla11ure to ban you beth end you lli&ht find tbe eleopy 
peace ot thia ~lee& ~laaeant etter the he~tto duya I know you e~a haYing 
1n wa sbtn~ton. 

• 



- 2 -

....... 
•• bl'ti reco• ertaa tro.n cbe exo1\•eat or the v1a1t or tb.e 

South Aaorioc AOairelo u4 ,., 110thor weo pert!oulorly ho; py to t1o4 

tbat her tevorite •tory about the &ro~\ &~d-t•ther• a ahlp La Reine de 

LOI J.naollo , wUh o.ll tho uUYO t eDJ tho pu.rplo oaUa on wb!eh tho tlrll 

ot tho tully Calle to CaUf oMll.a 18 e lt~ood ! n Peru. 

I cill be so sratoful tr you 01!4 d.o eo.aetbtD.Q ror llee.nor. 

Deed• and I e~• •• al• •Y• -

lloy 23, 1941 
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---

rbuk "'" oo -b tor ,.,,... wire. l do hope l will be ablo to .... 
41011fl1•11 -u.~ 4ot1A1t... 1 - up 
• a1a4 to do tll1o job booa\100, rra. 
all o !Aioo , I lwl oo.pla l.ato a bout tM 
lMII: of procnao ...,. I M7 bo ablo to 
-" u.~. al-. 

Attootiaa&t..l.T, 

tiro. Hnl•rJn ~u;•la.a 
'1141 ~una lllh O'J"ivo;t 
Loa Ant;elo• 
Cr.l lfornia 

' · 

/ l 

• 



TELEGRAM 

I 7 6·45 P.U. 15, 1941 I I 37wuK • , CALIF. , SEPT. LOS ANGELES, 

O ROOSEVELT: ~~ LIRS. FRANKLJ N • HAPPY ~_ovt . {)Sfo-w AT I.AST W E ARE 80 

HE I.::;:;: • {j-"-'J:C"'-~ )......,,71 1/15~~ 
~~-



• 

11111• au- QoilapD 
71U Seee)de Dr1Ye 
Lao .&n,aloo, CAlilomia 

!Uu 

s.c ... tal7 llorpnthaoa hal a r...ncod tbrou., ProeuroMnt l•1'f111.., 
ot fru~U1'7 to al~ Dtpar111ont ot Public larks ot Los Ani!IOlol 
Coo&nt;r tD uao 1500 seWiQC aachinoo !or inc!d'inita period 1f tba7 
prortda llll.n ~nanoo and iNIU'ai>Oo 

~leanor Roooevelt 

' 



' 

·. 

•• i:. . -~ 

::..:.;;,..__•,; .:;._._ 

J 
•" ._} 

Soptaobor 25, 1941 

Deareot lira. Rooaen 1t1 
I 

Thank you f or the telegram 

r egar dlu& penoloolon froa the Proeureaent 

Dhlolon of the Tr eaeury Depert .. ent to allow 

the Publ ic Worko Depar~ent o! Loo Aogeleo 

CoU.Dty to uu 1500 , .. lng maehlnes. 

llelvyo end I ar e dlotreeeed 

to hear about your bro ther' 1 lllncoo and. want 

you to know we a r e t hinking of you. 

Afteot lonatoly, 

'1141 Senalda Road 

Lo• Angel ee, Cali f or nia. 
• 

· . .· 
r 



Ill.•• ~ Qobapn 
7Ul S.nalda Dr1 .. Lao....,.... C..UfonWI 

I r_ l ) 

8- 7'1" will - cl1reatl7 bare -.I at.q at llhl.ta Bo,..a . Let • 
Ia>"" U.. of arrl-ral · 

Elomol" Boooo .. u 

• 



I I 

' 

S.~29,19U 
• I 

llh1IO lOR .Ma. CllMa 

lilt. 10~1 

MISS 111011PSOIIa 

11181 Hala Oobapa 11 arriYIJ\a on 
Wedneo4q • Oo&obu lot, Ulll hal bMn 1D•1t.ed to otq at U.. hoaM. TiM or arri-..1 will be ~ later. 

I 
V.T.L. 



• 

~ .. 
TELEGRAM ' .. J -

90..UKI 31 

L OS ANGELES , CALIF., St PT. 25, 1941 

l.flS. FRANKL I N D. ROOSEVELT: 

~ 

) 

ARR 1 V 1 NG IJASH I NGTON ';/tONt SOAY OCTOBER I , FOR li/PA 

Aov I SORY CouMI TTCE .. CETI NGS. I HOPE YOU CAN SPAR( I.IC A FEW 

MINUTE S OF YOUR TII<E TO TALK OVER C I VI L IAN DEFENSE. .1E LOVE 

YOU AFFECT I ONATELY. 

HELEN GAHAGAN• 

I 

•' 

I 

,, 



TELEGRAM 
ij!q~ ~lyi±t ~OUS£ !CO 

34wuK I 20 7:51 P.ll. ~~ 
.LOS ANGELES, CAL IF., Ocr. 21, 1941 

MRS . FRANKLI N 0. ROOOEVELT: 

REGARDI NG MEET I NG SPO NSORED BY LEAGUE FOR CIVI L RI GHTS AFTER 

INQUI RI ES MY ADVI CE IS HAV E NOTHI NG TO 00 WITH IT. AFFECT IONA TELY, 

( _ HELEN GAHAGAN:} 

' 



lliu lleleD a.llqan 
nu S.llalda Dr1n 
Loll An&el• 
California 

h c ( 

/UO 
Ootober n , 10.1 

Ban been aalood b7 aa- 11o1oh ~ urp John Garf i eld to epeok at. b1c 

d1Mor October 24 tor' AMrican All 'laok, llaat.in& apcnao"d b7 Art. 
~ 

and Leo~ue for C1Yil B11!>t.a . 'lbat. do 7"" kn"" abwt t.b1o and.._,. 1o 

rcur od.Yica? 

• 



Wire Hi es He l en Oehagan - LoR An~~lee, Cali f . 

I by Rl\rnon We lch 1 
Have be~ n askod/to urfle John Garfie ld to epottk a t bi ll din'ner 

I Oct . 26th f or Ame r1cnns All ••:el: . M.-etlng sponAoreil py 
AFL enn League for Civil Ri ghts 

t h i s a nd wha~ ls your ndvtcd love 

.. 

',o/hn t do you kno~' s bout 

ELEkllOR f\005EVELT 



( 

TELEGRAM 

1POH 116HL. 

ros , PASAOEN,\ , CALI F ., Ocr . 19,1941 

ll!S . FRANi<LI'I C. 'lOCSEVELT: 

.. JJ ( 
( f·i (;.. 

~ Jl- v ~ ~ O,J ~ "> r 

!~~~L ·"'~~~/ \ 
AMERI CAN ALL wEeK 1s RE I ~G CELEBRATED IN PoMO NA, SITE Los ~ NGELEs COUNTY FAIR, BV BIG DINNER OA~CE OCTOBER 26 SPONSORED BY ~Fl AND LEAGUE FOR CIVIL 'liGHTS, CELEBRATION SHOULD 00 MUCH TO COUIITERACT LOCAL ANTI­SPAN I S H- A~ERICAN O I S CR I WI NATION I N PUBL I C SC HOOLS AND PLEDGE, PROWOTI ON NATIONAL UNITY IN POMONA AND LOS nNGELES COUIITIES. nPPEAR~NCE Or A HOLLY'ti'OOO STAR AS YOUR REPRESENT AT! VE SPEAK IN BCIULF Ulll TY Or ALL dj" AIAERJCAII ,.INOR ITI E$ TOWARDS NAT I ONAL f.FFORT 1 WO ULD A I D GREATLY, 0EL\,Ey\" ACTOR JOHII GARF I ELD WOUL D B E PLE ASEO TO PRESENT YO R ME SS AGE OF SUF.O'It'!t , 011 RECEIPT 0~ WIRE ~ROM YOU TO SCRECII 1\CTOilS l;uiLOJ. flOLLY</01)0 . 0lo jl'-\.~ YOU K I NOL Y REPLY BY RE:TURN .VIR E TO RA' lAON "fELCH , l0t5 (JORTio CA TAL 1f1 , \' 

PASADENA , so WE MAY Pn occco WI TH PLANS? V"' ... ( \o/'' 
EO.'IARO G'"I[EIJ.VALO , POMO NA AMERICANS ALL CoMMITTEE. "1 



o.t.o~~er rr. 1941. 

Tb&nk 1"1' ao -h tor U.. plate, 

.at.cb 1a nry cood• Tile Prea1dent. oe1aed 

uplll it. tor b1a llbrvJo It. •o.a ouch tW> 

-' 

lltnx~n·&•• 

~ 
J..iss Helen Gah~can 
7141 Seaaldo. Drive 
Los An;:eles , <:alir . 

Artect..ionat.el,y, 

v 
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' 
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UI!LI!N CAHl).CAN , 
UUt0U I4 CI("OCUTit u no• AL (.O"MIOUWOitl.ll 

Deer Wr t , Rooe..-ltl 

tn anewer to 7our letter ot October 

3le t, I regret very .ueh ~;at I • ill be unable 

to a t t end Wlot Davloon't meeting, to whloh 

the beadt ot the WAt18n&l f omon ' • Org&ni&o­

tiont h&ve been celled on Satur~, Wov•bor 

Btb, a t I wi ll be on the f eet Ooaet at thlo 

tlae . 

I r~t«rot very CNoh that I can't be 

with K111 Da•l10n. •• I ao aure the seating 

wlll be of value t o all thot e who attend, 

;Very elnee re}Jr y0ure, 

·. ~~~~~~~ 
ure. J'r1Ullcl.7D' D. Roote'roH, 
Aetia'ant Director, 

· Oftlco ot ClYi llan Defento, 
Dupont Circle Apartaent ~ldillf:, 
llooao 1025, • 

WallliD&ton, D, C • 

.... ~.:::;. .. :~ 
-:. . . 

' .: ........ '. ·-
-



llro. a-owel~ hu ,...l....S tho 
.noloeed requeat tor • ....... 1D ooa­
-uoo n th ~be .. lrn -...lllollpoool 
TbrUl Cl ro110 bei.Dc oponoor.d It' tho 
Col.-,110 .Looool&t1oa ro~ tho 1111!14, Ino. 

11erore ......,l¥l.Dc wlth thl& ,.... q_n, obe •111 treat!¥ app-ool&to a.u,y 
Worw.tlou yoll ...., E1"" her r•ciU"dlJ>c t he 
Col•bllo .Loooo1at1oa. 

Ill•• llol• CoMcllll 
11~1 leDalda Or1 .. 
1M lap1oo 
callrornla 

) 

S.orwtary to 
Mr•. Rooe••lt 

/t J 

PIP/Iff 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Doar Helena 

Noveober 10, 1941 
I 

Wr•• kooaevelt haa reoei•ed the 
.noloted requ.at tor a -.••a&e 1D eon­
nootioc with tho !'!Tot MDI.l&l Hollywoo4 
Thrill Clrouo bol~>t; oponoorod V.f tho 
Col\Dbuo .Uoool&tlon tor t.'>e Blind, lno. 

Botero oo"plylnr; w1 tn thll ro­
q~e et, tho will t roatly appreciate any 
t.n.roru.tion you can r;ivo her rogarding the 
Co luobue Aatoo1at1on. 

Very aincorely yours, 

Wioo Holoc C&llotan 
7141 Socalda Drive 
Loa inr;oloo 
C&litorni& 

"* • P.-"- (l- , /J( "''' A , ,... I Secretary to / · 
Wra. Rootovolt 



' 
lll~LI!N CAI1AC.\N 

!Uea ~fnl vinn C. Thot1!:1eon 
~~A ~lt~ Hou8o -
Waahlnrton , n,C. 

t ~ raturnlnf tt~ l~ttnr 
:"t"eAtv,..d b;r ~'re. RnnsP-vf'l t. l'.n.~ yn·ar· 
~P.ttnr tn ,,h~ l':ah .. ('An. 1Jnf"l'l:-tunntl!'ly. 
-e eM t,.lt :..,., not}lnr; about tt;e 
Cn~unhu• Atenct&tlon !~r th,.. R•tnd -­
!t !o lncAt•d i n Co~unbu• , Ohio. ~· 
addrA,t ot the Clrcua !IP.n.r\quort.t!rt lt 
1..., F.net J,nnr Str net . r.~lu."''bltD , r.t 
not~ in t~~ nnr~t n ~r th,. l~ttrr . 

I hnpo thl~ ren~hn~ you 
tn t\m,. fnr ~·o• 1 tn toke nr.p :-npr\nta 
action. 

'f(JL r:;~ 
ll•lda SnHnror 
Stcr Ptcry to 
Helen Gl"'ht-t:nn 
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Hl!L~ GAHAGAN 
~. ( A\.1 u n j(JO .-

·-
.-

--· 
~: ·::-~ .. - .:~~~~- ~ ./ 

-~ - · . 
.. j~. -~g~-.; ~~i)ia{~~r-1(. Ro~~neltt 
~~ ··~.~ ~-- I .. -•ncloaln£ ~~correepondenoe 

··-;-• .. · .. :~:·= .. · .. € •1th·'tho Attorney n-~neral, ao tt'6t you. way 

~ ~ ·~mow _!lfhat 11 he.ppen1ns: nut h~re f''bout our 

- _:_::; :;J'I"<lo~ Jl>cl<:~•hlp. I think th• appolntaent 

;_ .• ·1'·'; olij:ht to be 01&<1• tor 10any ro•oono. It Ia 

·) .:.~ " -.:alclng tor grOAt confualon In Southern 

C&lltornttl at a tlztt • hen we can't -afford t-he 

::-.!. luNry of contulion. 

I to!low you~ acttvttt~e dallY. 
ao. terribly_ d1oappolntod th~t you 

be out her~ tor the 2?th. 

' -

·. 

~r-:~ 
-· 
... ~ 

--
·. -

·. 
-- . 
·- ···-;;:.· 

.. 

·. 

=-:;.: ;·····_ .. _ 

·. 

: 

.. . . ...:....,... . .:. : . 
;--·:~~~ .. -:. 

. ;;. i ~j._: . -

.. ~- :.:..: . _:­
!' 

- .. 

• 
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!bo lo~~.t,1l'allch 11441• 
Oftloo ttf t ho .lt\ol"'ll"-7 G•~l'lll 
luhlactoa, D. c. • 

Ia r~ to tho ·...,I'K;r;r.':=;:: 
F..Sora1 ~ceohlp lo T.oo Ancoloo, I otlll tool 
that Jo!li. Paoka"" ouP>t \o h&"" lt. Oppooltloa 
to hla ...,.o1 .. oo arouaA tho 1 t l<lo4 of pol_l t-
Ical cblcuo17. Kh pU t u t ,;et Uac 
It la'001'!'oo oo - thl .....,.!\)' that 
lt boowo ...all •r• a •U of .)111t ono 
7edoPI1 Judcoohlp. lf. ou tool that 
clvlar. the appolnt. .. t Jo kard h lapen-
.,1. b~ou•• ot certatD.o tlon . theD certal~-
lT o••t~lnc ohould bo fou hta JA rooon>l t. 
lOA of Ill• pao\ coatrlbutloa. 

AIAii':::~cka""'o caadldac7 II 
bopolno' - o with bop rocrot ..,. 
a onlutl~ll toolt. llbo llarloD 
Jlanonn, • Ued Btatoo loa"" of 
'l'as AppQlo, horoolr u a .. ..,14ato. 
IIIIo h !li-111 \lT q11a led, ao IP "14oaoed 
b7 tho .. o\oo fro. '-•tlco Juatta 
lllllor ot tho Qlltod 8tat 01 Court of Appub, 
.,.,. llllon r -oldiP' ..... hl«hlT t or """" 

la"'r""t thaD that or ..,..,.. olio ,,.... 
Uato. 

It llloo Iarrea •••• to be cl•oa 
t, U .-ld be a -ltlo•t potuPO 

• dhtiJiclllohed -- 00 ha ... lo .-. 
a r....,.ltloa of tho ooatrlbutloa that 

..... ha•• to .at.. Her arpolntaoat would aoot 
wl th ooal """' li'PNbotloa fi'OII tho "••' • P!Ylo­
IOA ln luhlactaa ... Ia Ca\l t orala. 



!be .... rr.aoto 11441• 

.. -t·-· ~4 ••• , •lth - of the •lola\ oppeoltloa that hao cnotod 
oll oU.. ..-tdatoo. It ..,llld Uft •)lo Prooldoot 
ao4 :rwreolt ""' of tho 'bl'*-lac. palllatl . ao4 
.--r llblcb ~· .... boapod uroa J'W • th U.o 
-ta-t ot - - ot U.o oao4l4ot 
tho flol4 . lho lo a oao414ato that ooo 
JuotlJ' proud of. aod olio h \ho ool7 o 
outoldo ot Johll holrard 11bo h 90r\117 to 
tuGh a hiCh office. 

WI tb kiD4oot rc· .c:;.:;;;::::::::::::=.:::::::, 

llacer•11 7011r1, 

Ill••• 

0 

I 



Nlea lot .. Oahaeoa 
7141 ....... .... 

llaltocl . ~\a\oo CollJ't of APliMlo 

wuhlac-. 11. c. 

tea Aaploe, CaUtaftl.a 

I_ .,.1ooa4 h a _..,. of tho a4ueatl 1 11011 pnfNa. 
lo-..1 ,_ at Mho llarloa 1. llaJ'na, u• a • ber of tlto 
UDlto4 8\atH loaN or oru App .. la . I ha• Who K,rroa 
l'or Hl'a ~Ma l t• 7MP1 Uld ha,.. ha4 a t n ,..leo her 
quallfloatltoo •• a 1&0701' kAd ao a Juace oa H07 aoloaa . 
'•r .... rat -oa\he ••.••T• tellow-... \ere ot the Unt••• Sta\ee 
loaN or 'ru AppMlo. 'I'll• pnaocl· o or that loAN roqdroo 
that whao a 11 .. \ar hao •-l o\ r"!»rotloa or '"' oplnloa 
bo oball p,...ao\ \llo oplnl oa •• •••k17 •••Hac ot V.• 
loaN. 011 \bo .. oooaaloao • oplnlaa lo&t tho ~ell:-
r.rowol. of tho eaoo h olibJ t••• orltlcal Uld IIAJ'Oe 
l•Uac '""'\!"" or tho • orolllp, 0.17 ou of ••1'7 
roal .-nu,, u.-h ,..... •tal ... ~ ... uo~~~tl poho 
aDd .fUlolal ,_ • .._, I n th• ••• oieoo eon ••U l\lnlvo th••• le&rOllD« .... lone. I have wt •• Harron ID ..., 
oooaoloao bold bor ... ln a4elrlab1o faohloa •It~ that ernup 
•l•leh, lael4•\al peeed o\he,...lae entlr~\7 ef ll"'D. 

OUr! 
or tbo IJDUocl S 
•ork '""• u h 
... , 'b ... ••pe 
lhlUod 1\a\oo loa Appoala, but of J\ldcoo of tho Dlot-
rlot 0ovt of the llllllh<l &tatoo tor tho Dlotrlot or Cn1•\la, &Gd 
of tho ... lalot,.tlYo .. aocl•• whooo hoa.tlqoar toro are Ia 
• aoh , lno1a.tiiG¥ tho Patent Offloo, tho Pocloral ~· eo..-

• the ln\•re\a\4 t-erce C~lallc.a. the 'lld•ral c.-aatc ... 
a C.O..ltelo tha 8M~~Ul\1~tl ~ 'PCh·•r c-leelu. aa4 

1 .. Rur• TOU wlthoa' r-eer.a\loa \hat Wilt 
'' \hl1 008~ratlve t~1\ tn adalr&ble faehtoo. 

rM.llse. u do t u d ••17 othw lnfol'll .. pttrMD, 
U>a\ a - •he OIIIIOCO• h tll• p,...uoa or 1•• h udor •••laue 
baadl- b-aa of \ho pNjlldloo whlllh edoh In \he atalo ot 
f•ll-protoeeloaal ,..plo, ao ••11 ao tho 6oa•r•1 ,..'bl\o. fhh 
Ia .., ..... \rue u applied to o. ._ ""o oonplao a JIIAlolal 



llov•'b•r U,lCI4\ 

,.atU.ea. r. Al'lO« llha\ I """' aaU, "'-"'""· onDOo"'l"« Mho 

.......... I ba,. ,.u her a .,.,II lll ... or - l t..t thea lt J ba4 

•rltt• tile - \lll0«1 ~t a.... 01 .....,. ••• \II• 5\a\e ef 

Collfo,..la h pno\a'bl( .... lleopl\a'bla \o \llo p"'tooolnu.l oo\­

htU. .. of -• \llao h i 01>7 other ~ tah lD tho tratnn, ftut ~rr•t 

lu OcMolo Of C•llforalo llavo a4Jolt\o<l WCDO ao ot..~ .. to tor 

.....,. ,...,. .• , an .... of thl r.a.tll"''l •choo\ etlll r•t'U•• th• 

adah d oa , aad •C)a• )\aye ooaceded .a.taflloa 17 ••rt relutaat}¥ 

&Dd ourllll! ••1'7 roo•\ 7oaro . Bl81larl7, I 10 ·~ that Soutll-

'"' CoUro,..la ud \ll .... lt, nt l.oo A1141ol eo lie a l&rcor porolll\-

ac• er ---. la_,.,,.. lD praot lee, aa4 a tar Ulll••r of WOilMl on 

\llo boaoll, than lo \Ne ot aa, ethe atrya '1111\ oo 

118Cirlll ,IUlolal ottt .. , thl o l o tN• •17 I a \II tato aDd local 

Offlceo, ID 0 \Wo aftd \Iad er &I "•lalotra\lOD lD t hlcb thO 

r lcl>h aftd prhlloCIO of all a•'boro tf OGOlo\7 loan 'IloilO 00 -

pl\aalsM, 1\ would , .. •tlr ''• \her-.tore, that eerloue 

oooold•r.tloa olleulO b• f l •• lfloat loao fnr oppolat-

.... , te jll~lo lol oftloe of -- """'boro of t 'ho 'bar. 

llo ....,nr, lt would •- 0 arproprh to Jl,_, \loa to 

ad•aac• Wl 11 nanwa ,,_ o ' the Ua lt .. State• Joan! or 

'Pu .lp-lo - wt\loh ls Ia ••• oo a judlela \ office - \o 

tho Dlortlc\ Court baa!~. 

y.., will .... rotaa4, ef o ""' • that onrytUq wt\lob 

~~~~=~~~ wl\llooo\ tlrot-~ lmo•ltt ce af \111 olt-

uatl"" u• ••to ern Ca \lfo.,.la , aa~ wlthnut t11o ollf!ll'-

•ot l.a\aoUoa rou AI' aoUoa wt\loh , ,....., th ot.,.t-

O«lo JlOot\l oa • ..., •- III&I>J>"'prlate . Ia other 

wor4e . l .. r faot o wt\lob are availa'bl• r...,. tho 

reoor.S aad aa • p~trMet, cl\ara.ctwr, a'bll ' tT. and 

trahl.D.c wt\lch I ay opportllDl\7 \o o'bune, &lid nlch 

I\ l o ., prlvllac• \ o report to 1fl\l• 

..... •hlleo \ • you a O llr. llD\lclao , I u 

Stac•r•\7 7.u70, 

Jlutl8 lllllar 

I 
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• TELEGRAM 

94wuKI 30 3 Ex. 

~~e ~lfite ~ouse 
~ 

Rr , LOS 1\~GELES , CALIF. , 0Ec . 6 , 19111 
I 

k'ALVINA THOI'PSON: 00 LORENA HICKOK: 

0EAR TOMMY WE ARE OVER RUN \Ill TH CON FL. I CT I NG REPORTS AS 

TO 111tEN MRS. ROOSEVELT 18 TO ARRIVE. ';IE WANT TO KNOit AT ONCE. 

PLEASE ANSWER BY WI RING ME AT MY HOME . 

HELEN GAHAG AN. 



Febn~aroy 10, 1841 

~. Jlccleftl\ l'loel....S rour 
l e\ter ot Feb""'l7 t and her repQ< 1o , 
"I dGn1 t '" 'lllb7 you ol·oul.d • eponeor 
No Uoaal. ShareCil'Oppel'l li'Mk . 

Siaoe..Ur, 

\ III.M 1'-l..n Gaha~ 
71U S.Mlda llrin 
Loe A"i• l oa, C..Ut omia 

.... ' . . 

I u. I 

0 

' 
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l.Ur• !fnl~iM 'fh()J:I.PII!On 
'"hi te l!ou8e , ; 
'l!uhlngtnn , D.C • 

• --:'h• z,Jpw Yt)rjc Cotwi tt~e 
for Mntlonal Shar~cropporo ~~k ~ .. e 
a oleo<! uo to oponror thl¥0. !ll•hop 

- J'rmrqio J. llcConn•ll to Chal ""an, 
Md ~tre . ~Tton~ ". ! nr,.r•oll t! 
Vlco-Chnll"1'll\h. 

. . . KI\0"!1ng Mthln.- about 
It, ~ · turn to you. Shnuld our 
nnmea ·appear ·&- aponeoraf .. 

. · -

• HO: na 

.. 
: - : 

- ·-· ~~:. · . 
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\ .. , . l:ELEN GAHA~N__- / I OD 
~· .. , ' · "" 

. Mro • F•· anklin D. Roos eve 1 t 
~·ho >lhi t6 . l!ou~e 

· i'(ashington , ll . 0 . 
• 

J;>eare'st 1!rs ; Roosevelt: · 

· Your letter made. m;t heart ~~lle . Row l wish I 
'could oome to 'flashinB-Wh to s ee you--to ·eee J.elvyn, 
bu t it's impossible to leave the, ohildt·en . Thank you 
Just the same for thinking of me . \ 

·· ·It Just so happens that I had a · meeting tlte other 
riight with leaders of, the Negro race . .As the !Iegros 
aro being siphoned f r om defense industries whe re vte 
have ;finally got t el\ tt.en~, new proble••s . are a1·is ing. 
With these problems new and. rather serious distu1·0anoea 
among the younger and hot-blooded elements are threat­
ened. 

This meeting w .. s held in the hope that a few 
solutions to the aituat ion oould be worked out nnd 
sent Oil to the l'raa ident 1'ox· his oonsidera t ion as 
next steps in solving t he problem of racial diacrimin­
ation. The !Isgro leade1•s hare a1•e extre~naly reason­
able a nd only des i rous of helping at this tir;e . .le 
oan be very happy t hat leadershi p rests in t heil' 

· hands . 

In ·a few days I will 'send you t ileil' l 'eoo•wnenda­
Uons which will be in \/aahington oei'ore youl' Uleeti'ng 
.ou !.lay 14th. Tuis situation concerns not only the 
co l ored peop l e, but the Mexican as well, here in 
Californi a. · 

I think it wonderful and r1gllt ~hat yo•l have ·. 
taken t .he leadership o:t tbis coiJlJlittee . 

The President's speool\ was Jus t \/ha t \ 19 all needed 
and . I believe fl'om the general ree.ction-->~anted . Kis 
beauty and gre .. tness shown tb1•ough like a gl'eat light . 
It was as though eve r yone, t hrolll;h the speech , \16.9 

brou.ght faoe to face with his bett er self. l'eople 
seem desirous to live up to their beot good . I hope 

;_._, .. 
• 

• 
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it Ylill lue~ . Somoho\1 l ~hink it will. 

• 

·I• ure uorlcing tort·1llly hnt·d out hera -- .1orl<ilag 
~o 1· 0 turn cortgressmen 1'l•o•• tJ,is e t.ate 1. 1 t.h some t ore­
aieht . ;, Consreso, that. 11111 SUJ>l>Ort tile l'r~a1d~nt . 

Uy love to you b.n4 1'onUIIY. 

!(:i:__ 



' 

Dear Holona 

llany thana tor the uwrial ~hid> 

you .. nt u .,4 Wllioh w!ll be uaotul. 

I •• &lad 7011 like tha article I 

wrow tor N· • R.opublic, 

:te enjoyo4 oeoin~ Uel"71' acaln, 

:·::: .. •l "l•r1 u ! .4
., h 

7141 •"'m·l1h1 :)rJ w\ 
• '1. ~ <•~ . ~~1 ~r . 

Ufoationa toly, 

:;_ .. t, l.••'!l f'Jif' l u ·• •f ' ' •r. L t.c. , '1 J t' ll'lt.~tl ,. .. ., ;1 rl. . 

• c 



HELEN GAHAGAN 

~·ro . Frnnkl ln ll. 
!hA t.,.,t ttt J'I)UI. 
W~h~~~tnn, ~.c. 

fnc'!.08Pd le th~ 11"'1\t~rlal J 
prc~l~nd you for t~4 t•th, which • lll 
•rrtv~ 1n tine, I h~~~. 

The one r•port • ftt e:oonUtd 
by • Comoltt~ft of Nt~rn l~~drl h~re, 
chAl~nod ty thn thr•& e1~nator1er 
of tho repM•t. ,:Fnr :-'UUt" 1nf~'-l'rfi.tlt111 , 
ltrA. f#oy All en h " MPnb ... r of th, • ..,, 
AD.f"l•• E<"tnn1 or r,.duc r..t1nn, Ur. Auftrtue 
f{aw}chol h ft ~tP.tP ~ll'!l"·1lbl.Yl'lfiJI Bt SIICl',.­
mentQ, And &'r, OiollWU is t th !ntPJ'?U\l i orl-41 Vtca-Pre•tdent, nnd Sun~rvltnr ot the 
~clflc CoA•t. Zone hf th8. Iii"'C"t} tr) o()l\d of 
Sl&eplnt Cnr P~rt~ra. 

1 r•~d your Artlc!e in tht n.- ftepub\\C, ~nd lt Wft8 Y~ ~'Tfu} . 

PG:nt 

l 
y 

v 
)"' 



Doar •J..• 
!lie enal.Med 1e a cow ot a 

let.ter ltllob o- to • rr- Calltorn1a , 

I ohculd appreol.r.te 7011r upreoa1on ot 

opinion on the Mlbjeot. 

C UJ.ee Helen Oabagan 
7141 S.nalda Drive 
Loe . Angoloe, California 

., 

---
vos;illt 



My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

Auaust 12, 1942 ~tJ.­
gt 5 Mo rro Street -
San Luis Obispo , 
Cal if ornia 

Although I am amAzed at my own boldness in writina 
to one as occupied as you, I am doin~ so because I 
feel my reason for s0 noi n~ is on e which miaht be 
of interest to .you. 

I've been an ardent 'fan, • for years, espec ial l y 
since devouring your wpnderful book . I read it, 
you see, duriTJ.? the years I worked at Paramo·mt 
Studio in Hollywood as ' woman's o~le" p· bl i cist, 
press agent, and co l umnist and I~ed i t as ~hat 
could honestly be called an antioote from the type 
of writina I had to do ! 

I know what Syl via Sidney bee told me l.lbout meetif~€: 
and ta lkin~ with you ha~ real!y ~rnvided me with the 
oourape to address you-- I wonder if ynu remember 
her visit with ynu it is one of her m- st precious , 
vivid exneriences ! And she is a girl who uses 
superlat .iv~pa'fingly -- so I knew I was lucky to 
have her share her impression of you with me very 
eo on after her visit tn\the White House . 

This is my "cry: I 've been an army wife now for 
about two years. My husband, Captain Edward P. 
Dreschet'~'i s a clocter \n the rep:u lar army and of 
course I am thoroughly proud of hi m. He went into 
act i ve service the very day he received his M.D. 
and although, after hard work i~ Hollywood studios 
for nearly seven years , my life with him is far 
from an easy one -- there is on~y .one thin~ I would 
chanft~ in it .•••. not ,iust for mF,"'but for eve.!_y 
woman married to an officer.(2f t11 an enlisted man! 
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This tnuchee on a sub~ect •e all must Rccept and tolerate -- but I am hopinp th~t perhaps my su~gestion , broUF,ht to your a~tention, may be constructive . I hnpe so. 
I have been moved about a good deal since •ar •a ll dechr,ed. !lost eyrny w~ves have. Stran p:e towns at short notice, bousin~ pr oblems, futile searches for a plnce to live and SJ)'lrt'l!ents or rooms i~ places we've never dreamed we'd h~ve to re t er to as "home: I've seen hi~rh-ranking officers' wives l earning to do laundry and to onok and pretend i"P: it was fun. I've done thinps I never thoupht I c~ do and keep my eenee of humor. We~re all ready ~nd a~xioue to keep on this way~~;,_'t"ffi'e can be near enough our d"ear ones 
to help them keep on toward the victory we all dream of and look forward to. .,.__\ 

( Q,. W\. ""'"•~::.:.:..:."7 But when we are left alone in these towns 1 we -cannot very well barricade the d oCirs and never emer~e. Therefore,when we~o to market, out callinp: -- or to an early movi e in the evening I can't see why we should have to be insulted on an averap:e of three or four times each trip by soldiers who take it for ~ranted that eny unescorted lady -- repardlese of aFe or demeanor is entitled to 11ny remark or insult they wish to make~ .. ~ometimes our trentment · s worse than this- ~ ,.,......., ~ ~. 

Ne , the same wnmen , walk with our husbands and mark with pride the respect and the salute our husband"e rece i ve from these same men. Why then,. can't someone fi~ure out snme snrt of e~blem, ~~~ bumble but sipnificant , to end this diszuating cnndition7 I sound like a crank, I suppose, but I apeak for hundred s of women who love the army and who loathe havina to be humili ~t etl cers<>nally when life is seriously diffjcult 8nouvhJdurinP 
se~arattons lona nr bri ef. ~~bat civilian women who roceiv~thia sa~e treat'llent, also, think --iR obvious.) V1e shoulcln 't have t2_~ when these e11barrassino: thin?s haopen a !ld say"""W.!' re o ffi cera "ives. •. ·lie know we have n<> rank but fni.es oect to 

, 



that of our hu sbllnrls, e!Tnund whi ch we build 
our entire liv es, conduct, hnmes -- dnn 't y~u 
think it ~oes beyond the limits of decency to 
let t~ie thin~ ~o merrily ont 

.r "­
I belon~ to the ~>rn•Jp who think '"omen in, • .>---;...-.. 

~-«uniform, unleee in 9ctive duly, are silly~~ 
I bea you to keen my name out of thi e becquse ,...... 
I believe that an army wife sbnuld re'Min es 
far in the beckpround as ~orsible . As a pree~ 
a~ent 1 I learned that my first requisite was 
never to Fet my face in the picture -- and I 
fee l that way •bout t his . But I t ink women 
In ~eneral could be spared a l ot o f humiliation 
durin~ the days, months, perhaps year~ ahead 
and at hand -- when we want to ~>o on with our 
lives as normally as · oseible , if a ei~tnal on 
the wives of their off icers could start a subtle 
war on the manners of the sold iers on l eava i n 
these towns where the bars and 'pubs" inspire 
them to a wholesale affront toward every women 
they meet . 

I 'v e been a liberal all my l ife, perhaps too 
much so for a dau~>hter of str3jaht-laced Maine 
I've worked alone. in New York and i Hollywood 
and led , as you can teill fro'll that --a mo!t 
darina life, ac cnrdi~ to mqny standards. I 
therefore do not embarr e ~ ~ or f1 ~h ensi ly -­
but I'm so weary o f al terra tin~> between ~>ett il'UI: 
too furious to find my voice ann a decision to 
sit ~ h.2:!Je from f i ve in the afternnon on : : 

PleaeA forgi ve the hurried incbherency of this 
as I 'm rush in!" to a orecious fe'lf hnurs with my 
husband and am writi~" this between tra ins -­
before I lose my courque to r ost it : He W3lld 
disown me, nn doubt, for r!ninv it or, At least , 
for the punctuati C\nt'sins : But he 1 ~ nn <lesert, 
~anouvere so I w·n't have ti'!le to tell him . 

Most resoectfully ~rs. ~~.-

'~!. "<Q ~~.; • .J.U:'- Ill. U~ C 1 (!(. ~ ~'f'T'~l llrs. E:d ward Phi · i p Dreecher 

; 
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DMI' "~· 
I -· Yff17 IIIOh aeha.Md or • "'l'&olt 

t or dnalopinj: a cold, and tW'1oiU wi~h 

lObate ..... ru. •• -eel - ~0 odae • chance 

ot •••1111 7""· 
lira. R-nolt oorote Ula~ beao 

U.. 1111.11 you -u YW7 aho~, and I .. 

aorl')' beoauaa 1 lrnow how ~UGh abe onjoya 

be1n$ • 11.11 J 'Oil and llelvyn. 

l ben a ra you ootaina ••t? 
Do .Ua 1~ aoon. 

l<l!ocUon.>hl,y , 

111.aa Holan a.baeM 
7141 S.-lda Wh 
Loa Ancel••• c.litomia • 

/1, 
-

• 

vos 



II ELEN GAHAGAN 

Oc to'bor 2, 1942 

Don r ... :r• 

A doar old 11\d,:r aokod 110 to und t n lo on to 
70U. I aa alto ten41ng to~• other thlG«• troa 
tho offlc o . 

Wo wero 10 d1t eppg1ntod that :rou didn' t como 
with lire. Rooe .. olt , 1 u YOr)' unhapp:r to hoar 
of :rour cold . 

Lifo i1 Tory hectic 'but 1 expec t we' ll l iTo 
through 1t 1001oho• until ~tftor lfone'bor . 

lly lon to :rou. 

\ 

. \ \ ,~ 

l 
~· 

) ,. 



September 23, 1942 

To--Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 

The First Lady of Ou.r Land 

My dear !drs. Roosevelt, ' 

Every great l111ln bas given credit, praise , tribute , 

and honor to one or t1•1o women i n his life who have helped 

him to attain his goal . 

You, with understandtng , · wiadom, steadfastness, and 

l oya l ty, have , in my humble opl.nion, been a wonderful 

infl uence in giving to our nation 11 the right man at the 

right time11 • 

Now that he is rightfully placed, yot\ are giving him 

the encouragement he needs in t hese difficult, t rying 

times and gl v1 ng of yourself and talents so unatintlngly 

to our great cause, a nd to our people, who hold you i n 

hi(Ih esteem. 

I have two sons i n the Army and kno'll that wl t h the 

wise leadership of our great courageous President we will 

win this war for freedom and democracy • 

• With confidence, respeo t, and admiration in my heart , 

.I have t ried to express my t llollflh t s in the verse I am 

sending to you with the hope that i n your busy day you 

will find time to read them to your husband and our beloved 

President of the United States of America. 

Sincerely, . 

r-__f/'>n, ,;,y·fJ 6;(7 
Nonnie I . Coffey 



•I 

-• 

A 'l'RI3UTB '1'0 OUR llONORED PllESIDEIIT 

0, Franklin D. you are to be 

The Savior ot our Nation. 

You're loved by all 

ao\h big and elll&ll . 

In tact , by all Creat1on. 1 

God made you to love and servo h1m 

And th1a you aro d.o1ng well 

By your love tor the poor and feeble 

In a haven of rest to dwell. 

I know t hat Ood will bless ~u 

In every thing you do. 

He will steer your ship 

Tbrougb the crisis 

And b ring you aately through. 

He will help you sea tba t justice 

Ie dono in every land, 

And help you tree his people 

From tba t cruo 1 and ruthless band. 

\ 

And when at laat ho talceo you 

'l'o dwell in h1a Heavenly Home, 

'l'hero you' 11 have no worry 

And sorrow ia ~ 

By Nonnle I. Coffey 



, 

It , . 
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October 2, 11142 

~( 

In retoreQoo to thia letter • hlch 70u 

h$Ye tent ••· I ha•• beard ao etorlt• about 

wa.eD be~ accotted on the etreeta. I 

thinlc tbh 11147 h nattorl.nc borool!. 

()n 06COJI4 tho~J3ht, thoro ia Al'I'&JO tbo 

uaual oaount of Jok11J3 and ' • hlttlillf:' that 

co•• on wherner the J.raT 1• lt&t1olle4 . l'a 

auro that tbh 11147 baan' t be., inaultod In 

"'7 direct •&7. 
Atfoctlonatal7, 

JJ~ 

• 

I 



~ dear llrs. l<oosev<olt: 

c 
I) 
l' 
r 

Auguot 12, 1942 

Ahhough I a.m &llased at my own boldness in wr1t1n& to one 

aa occupied aa you, I u doing • o becAUee 1 !eel 11f1 r~aon for eo 

do1ng 1o one which mJ.ght bo or intoreot to tou. 

l•ve been an ardent "t&n, " tor yeara, especia.ll,y aitu:e 

devouring your 'tiiOndtrful book . I re•d it, you aee, durlnr; t.he years 

I worked at J>&MtDOUnt. Studio in Hollywood as 11woman• e angle" publicist, 

pt'ess •a•nt., and eolWIItllat. and I even ueed it as '"h.at. could honeatl,y 

bo collod an antidote t~' tho tlpe or writing I b!S to dol 

I know what S)'lv1& Sidney has told eo about moot in& and tallcing 

with you hao redly provided me with tho couago to addrou you - I 

wondor ir )'OU romombor her visit with you, it is one of her most 

pr.cioua, v·ivid experleDCta! "net ahe ia a 1irl who uses auperlat ivea 

e elc:lol\ and ap&ringl,y - eo I knew 1 ••• lucky- to have her 1h.are her 

impr.ea lon ot you with me vor,y aoon ~rter her visit to the ~~itt House. 

Thia ie II;)' "cry." I 've been an ·~wile now tor about. two 

years . ~ husband la a doctor in the regular ·~ and or eourae I am 

thoroughly proud ot hl.r.l. Ho wont into activo oorvico tho very dey he 

rocoivod hio II.D. and althollgh, a ctor hard 110rk 1n Holl)'liOo:l studios 

fo r nearly seven yoaro , ~ lito with him io tar r~ an easy one -­

thoro l.o onl.)' OM thing 1 would ch&n&l in it. • • .not Juat fOr ld alone, 

but tor onry ..,.., Mrriod to an o!Ucor (or to an onllotod man. ) 

Thh touehoa on a oubjoct • &ll 1111ot occopl. and tolerate-­

but I .. hop1nc that perhaps t>:r auggooUon, brought to )'Our attention, 

m&)' be corustl"\lcti vo. I hope oo. 

I have boon IIOYOd about a good deal ainco war wao doelarod. 

Moat •"'IT wives h&vo. Strange towns at abort notice, houatn& problooo, 

futile IN.rchea for M pl ace to live &ntl e.pa.rtfltnta Or rooiU in places 

w 've never dt'e&IMI't "''d have to refer to ae11ho.011:! I've eeen h1th­

rank:1ng otr1eoro 1 wins loarn1ng to do laundry and t o cook and 

pratond1nc it wao run. I' n dono thingo I novor thought l could do 

and koop rq aonoo ot hwoor. We 1 ro all roadl ond &nJ<iouo t o koop on 

thio ~, oxpoo1alll 1C • can be noar ono\14!h our door onu to holp 

thM k .. p on toward tho victory "" all dreara or and look to..,..rd to. 

INt when • • are latt alone in t.b••• tolllftl (u we are, 80A 

and .ore) we can not very wll ~rricade t.bl doors and rteftr ... rae. 

Therefore, wt\tln w do go to urtcet., out. c&.lling - - or to an early 
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~'*)vie in the evening I can't aee why"' should have to be ineultod on 
an average of three or four timoo each trip by soldioro who t&ko it for 
granted that any uneecorteLl la~ -- regardless or aee or demeanor -
io entitled to any remark or insult they wioh to m&k•, 1Somotineo our 
t~atment. ie woree t han thj a -- believe r.ae, much 'lfOrse. 

We, the a&I'IMI wooen, walk with our huabanda and raark with pride 
the reapeet and the aaluto our huab&nda receive f'ro~ these sa.11e men. 
1\'h,y then, c:en 1t someone !igur~ out some aort of t~Mblem or insignia 
hwnbl• but signitic~nt, to end this dhguotir>g condition? 1 sound like 
• crank. I sUppose, but l apeak 1'or hun:lreda or ~en who lovd the &riJ\Y 
and who loathe having to be humiliated 1~rsonally when lifo is 
ooriously difficult enough, during ••••&rations l ong or brief . (What 
civilian 'l'fQroon who r oceive this snrnv treatment, •lao, t.hink-is obviou~,) 
\'le shouldn ' t have to etop when t}\ese embarrassing things happen and 
say inanely 11 \'te 1 r~ otf 1cer3 wive~. n We know We have no rank but. in 
respect to th&t of our husbands, around which Wti build QUr en~ire lives, 
conduct, homes -- don't you think it goes b~yond thij limdts of decency 
to let this thine go merrily on? 

I belong t o tho g~up Who think women in uniform, unle•• in 
active duty, are silly so it 18ll't a $ecret dosiNt to be "decorated. " 
I beg you to keep my nam~ out of this becauuu I bel ievd thnl an a~ 
wit., should remain as !ar in t ho backeround as possi hle. Aa: a pre&s 
agunt I learned that rD3 tirat :requis ite WbS never to get my t'e.ce i n 
tho picture -- and I feel th•t way nbout. this, But l think """"'n in 
general could be sparad a lot of humiliat ion during t.htt day:s, months, 
perhap& year~ ahead and at hand -- whtsn we want to go on with our lives 
as noruDl ly 4l'l possibld , i f a signnl on t he wiveu of tt1eir officers 
could &tart a subtle \\tor on the osnne rs of the soldiers on leave i n these 
towns where the hars und 11f.Ubti 11 inspire t he.'ll to a whol esale affront 
towa~ every woman t hey ~et . 

l 'vu been a liber'-'1 all my life, pe rhaps too m\lch so for ll 
doughter of otraight-locod Maino! I'~• worked alone in Now York and 
in Hollywood and l ed , as you can tell rrom that -- a oost daring life, 
according to 1$ny at.andnrds. I therefore do not em.ba.rra.s& or flinch 
easily -- but I 1m so weary of alternating between gettine too tur1ou' 
to f ind my voice &nd a decision to sit at hooe from t1v~ in the afternoon 
on! : 

Ple«oe fo1•eive the hurried i ncohorencr of thi a a!i I 1ct rushing 
to a prec::ious tew houra with my husbc.nd am wr·iting this hetwoen trains- ­
be fore 1 loeo ~ courago ~o post it! He would disown me , no doubt, for 
doing it or, at leaat, for the punctuation slns! ~t he 1s on desert 
manouver!i so I won 1 t hAve ti.rte to tell him. 

wo.~ reopoctful!y and •?oir1ngly youro, 
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- I - OO<JIIUII;r Oil J'OW' OtaJ'i lit her e 0 t 

••• rou. 

Yra. Neloyn Douglas 
7141 Seoalda Dri .. e 
Lc.s Angeles, Csli! 
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Deoeabu 28, 1942 ., . 

ll Vf>O anu>d W lOt f OUr lo\tor oJ>d 
I do bopc :r.N wl U - • eaot; It la alcb t oo 
lo~ alAe... "-0 b1.Yu u&u.o j\)U. 

! Uoubt. tL~t t!nr,mfl v tl \. he:. uhle to 
,_ U44:.r-~u "b1P"Jltt: o":Al-llhO''C f'':' "\ tthUe . eod 
4ftt h:!Ycl 'bnen 1utroc~ t o pt;.:1!t ull :-Qo'lueste 
to.lOQJ to t~ lJ:abMOIJ~ b...' re . l v1ll 860<1 a 
II.WXJ to tt.u Aabt'$Oadllr t t you wtob a.o ho o1u1 
heve tho .:'t!.;lh!!.lt \la ti lo. 

J.ttect.lo:'\!.t~l!', 

llro . llel TJil Dousloa 
?141 Senalda Drl•e 
Loa AU8elea, CAU toruie 

r 
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tl~L~N C.\Jt.\C.\N 
C.loli,Oillll4 OE"OCUliC: ••nOW41. COMIOHWO~•II 

llooe::~be1· :?2, l942 

Dear Tom=:~1c& 

JI'.J)W roll~Yed we all were when you o.nd Wra: J!oo,H!vel t rafely 
liVldOd back 1n tl1ia country. All(1 how we bu.rtTt with prlde O'Vfll' 

evol·ytb1ng that you did . l am loo_kinE; forwflNi oo t "O aee1nt: 
you and Jlrr• Rooaevol t . Probnbl:1 I wi ll co10" l~et nom.~t.ior. in 
r ebrusry. ltol 1e in a cnnp in J.rk&noat . All I get f1·om him are 
a tew t elesrams , I lau6he~ over the phnnA and ftaid lt took & 
"'Mr to get h1.a: a:cy exet·ciae , 

Will you be a darling ~~d find out $Oo~thtnr for me. A ur. Yo~ 
jeung I!Q • the Dir&c'or of Public Relation~ for th~ Uutt~d 
Korean COIIUIIit.tee io Amot·ic a Cbr.l~ to aeo m~t y~>ttHrrda.,y , Tho 
Kor~ne are v~r,y anxiou~ that the Korean provtoionsl Gpve~ent 
bo recognhed by Chiang Ka!-&hek !n Cr.! na. l!r. K!< would like 
very ~eh to aee W~d~~ Chiang Ka1-Shek for a fr.w miAutee 1f &ha 
la atll l in w.ahi~ton . In order to l et ber ~1ow hor. tho Koreau5 
!eel in thie country. 

Queot!on- Ia U&dame Cb!ang Ka1 Shek at! ll heTe 1 

Qoeatlo~ Could rooh an appolntoent poao! bly be nrrangec foT3? ~r. K 1 

In any caae uawer me yec or uo , ·co that I ca.n gigo !J.r . Ktm eomo 
kind of un e.nawer 

t;ovo and klaaoa r-. ail( (.)..? 

·fl~ 

_, 

' I 



llarch 12, 194). 

llolen dear 1 

Such carpouo flo .. ,. ,....,t.ld 
"" t.hie lllDrnilla Cion I returned froca 
Nocbeater, Hn York. .W;y •put.aent .._, 
a ~er& You are Ql.lcb Loo ceneroua And 
I oond rq lon and ""W'W ~hnnko t.o ro• 
and lLuy I! elan. 

I o.a aorry .)'OU. 4t'WI yoW"' aot.her 
ban tbo arucl.ot.r of your bro~hor •o lll­
neao on:: hoP<> be 1e ~ .. t.u~ n ll. 

I doubt. I •lll ~, .. t t.o Cal.itorni.\ 
until SOQett.. 1n april ond unt.U I -.,r• dofl.nl.t.elr tlbat tl>t Prt~1uent pluuo 
t.o do• I c:&n't. IMko "'\1' onc<~IJ'IOIODI.I. p.,._ 
hopa you wlll be boae ur the t.1• I flnallJ' 
pt. t.b-. 

It you want t.o coot t.o lloohincton 
aeaJ.n before )'OU lean, .YOU 1cno>t I o:a al­
wor• delleht.ed t.o 1\&yt you . 

Crs . Celvyn !.)ouel aa 
400 I ark ~~.venue 

Utoct.1on•hl.r 1 

tJew York , New York . 

I • 
it 

Vol$ 
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No Park Avenue address in !iles !or 
l.tra. llolvyn llougl oa . 

ll.'t.C. Telephone l)lrec~ory(;Jsta 
).Ire, 11alt.or

1
H. Oall&gan, Sr M 

400 Park Avenue, 

la t.l\11 llie. Douslaa' mt.hn 
and the right addroaa??? 

• 
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~ u , 1M5 

\ Ill'._ ~.!liLlk&._JI!"oe GoW.d, ad1 t.on ot 

Doar~l no I 

tllo ••• a .. .1.....-nal,- w"IUO. in Loll Anplu at ' lovorlr Hilll Hotel, tro.a Julr lot oo. Jt TOll~- t.o bo 1n Los AAplu and lane anr aparo tt•, l tll1nk yoll lli~ht llke to - t thoa. n..r oro ai\X1oua t.o - t yoll. 

J wioh there wore a pooe1b1litr ot ~ 4cd.nc t.o Loa Ancel""• 10 u t.o have a chance to ... JOU• 

( 

l 

0 
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WOMEN'S DIVISION-DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
• T...,.._. VMifil..e 4Ul • lol ...,... .. 14, Cotiforrlio 

DeArest TOI1'JY l 

June 2~ , 1 a113 • 
. JIJN 2 8 194~ 

It wa11 QOOd to hee.r· rroo you. I 
look Ul)', llr . and Urs llruce O<>uld 
to Loa Anaele~ - • 

w1ll 
when 

I I I 
a ert'linly ' 1

' 
they como 

We are wor)'.!ng l11te little benvers out here , I 
think something wi ll come o~ 1t all, I hope ao . 

l!y love to you Rnd I do hope you ,;et P few 
quiet days i n the country tllia autlmer, 

Affeat1onntely 

IlL 



( 

Dear Rolen: 

A younK friend of mine~Wlt!_ 
"azr1• Chanel, a dancer ie very an,iout 
to gf't intC: the movi•a. Bhe hu 11 a~;~ull 
port in a picture , but t he would like to 
hHYe enou£h work to lrenp her huey. I 
think eha 1a a ROOd dancer with o. lot or 
·~~erienoe and wh ile ahe hat only a 
code et background, aha 1a a ••eet pereon 
and it I could help her 1n any vay, I 
thould 1 1k• to do ao. It you knott or 
anyone to who~ you could in tro!uo~ h~r , 

1 will alwaye be gret~l. 

Do you know Earl Rob1nton, the 
cou.pos~r 1 l!e i s to b In Loa Anr,el ee to 
d irect a picture. A young Brl~oh Lieut­
enant 1a going to be t~ere too ~ ~voul_Duhl 
and ityyou happen to aeet up Wl h the=;--­
I know you will b3 tweet to them. 

I wleh I ••re go1n~ to ae~ you 
but 1 do not think I 11111 be g• · t tlllR to 
Loa Anaelee for a while. 

lluch lo1'ft, 

/ (j (; 
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. . Jul:y 12, 1943 1 ro 
Honorable UarY1n Jonea 
War Food A4a1n1atrator 
Wuhinston, D, o. j/E L fH C!1jl)l Gflt{ 
liT dear Ju48a Jonea: 

We are Sl'eatlT oonoerned here oYer the Dh ditt1oul Uea 
oontronUns our nrr ori t1oal tana labor problem, 

'l'ha trouble began with creation b7 llr, Cheater DaY1e ot 
an ott1oa ot labor within the War Food Administration to 
take OYer the Job ot reoru1 tin(! and traneport1ng ltexioan 
tarm worker• tor areas hard hit b:r labor shortagee. In 
thia part ot the countr:r all requirements tor torm labor 
haYe been ~~t b:y the Farm 8eourttr Administration, 

In California tho Farm 8eour1t:r Adminiatart1on was organ­
ized bT Laurence E. Hewes , Jr,, Regional Director, and 
11, R, Howard, State Director. Theae aen haYe been t aail1ar 
with the operation ot the program aince the inception 
ot the •iSl'&nt labor pro(!rtu:l e18ht :reare ago. 'nteae aen 
haYe the confi dence ot the Uexican Government, llex1e&n 
wcrkere, real taraere ( aa differentiated from planta­
tion politioiana) and ot all or ua who are concerned with 
the vital problem ot t cod production, 

Both Howard and Hewes are well known in thi s Stato tor 
their lo:yalty to the Admin1etnrtion. Before he lett 
otf1oe, ur. Davia relieved Ur. Hewea and ur. Howard or 
their reapont1bilitiee in relation to the Labor prorrram. 
This haa oauaad deep reeent1:2ent and auepic1on among 



.. 

• 

Mexican OoYernaent Oft1ciale, bonfttide t~era, and 
Aaerioana who are concerned with the food e1tuat1on 
at boae and winning our war abroad, 

Aa I underatand it, Kr. Hawea ~aa not been tormallJ 
ralieYed or hia titular poaition aa Coordinator ot the 
llex1can r&r~~ Labor 'l'raneportat1on Program; and ~. 
Howard ' a 8uoaeeaor haa not Jet put i n an appearance, I 
ainoerely hope that you can aee your way clear to con­
tinue Jlr. Hewea in hia capacity aa Coordinator and Jlr, 
Howard in hia old Job in connection with the Labor Pro­
gru, 

Aa JOU lr.now we are working here under tho handicapa of 
a Republican State Adminietrlltion. OoYernor Warren and 
hia eidea are aupportera or the Aaaoci11ted Fa~ere ot 
California, an org~ization representing only t he ownore 
ot very large farms. Th.ia group 18 violently oppoeed to 1 
the National Adainietrat~on and to organized labor and 
every progreeaiYe movement, 

The creation or tho new office or labor gives the 
Aeeociated Faraera the advantage they need i n order to 
reeet.bliah in California the di,raoetUl labor condi­
tione that prevailed here betpre he Fara seourity · 
AdDlnietration took oyer, 

I cannot overetate the critical condition that Ur, 
Davia ' action baa created here. While the adverse 
political etteote in the state cannot be given primarJ 
coneiderati oni neither ahould they be overlooked 11t 
th1a time, Be ievo me they are bad, 

SinoerelJ 

Helen Gahagan 
California De•oorAtio National eo .. tttee­

waman 



lelen 4eaJ'I 

ler e 11 tbe poe• Kre. AooeeYal ' 
pro•1ae4 ~ 11nd rou. I haYe b1en a l1ttll 
llo•, bu' tbll heat baa not l ltt •• •uoh 
an1r17. 

It ••1 ,ran4 11e1n1 r ou. I w11b 
Lo• Ancelel wa1n1 t 10 tar •••1· 

Atteouonatel r, 

Kr• · Kel YJn Pougla1 
l l nal411 Dr1•• 
Lo1 Ancel el, 0111torn1a 

I - {J 
J 



''Pt•ber 28• 191.). 

I ho4 """h a n1.co lo~IM' fl'(lOI 11e1ir,D 1111e11 I p bock. I ba'fo j ...t. .. u~ ... 
Ida Ulll .- I ca.. t.o rovr lot!M' ot Aucut. 
19Uio 

I dJd - ...- Poclor and Jir<>b­ablT _,. .s.u. ~ lut. t.r1p ......... 
fail')¥ ecllaut.lJir boA -t. .bt.onlltlllt a.od - U.. I IIlli rot a obAIIco to tell ]'Oil all alloo4 u. Ill t.bo •...U.O, 70" IIlli fli"'babl.T hO&J' • on t.bo N41o . 

I O&D q llit.o q~~~at.hl.H td.tb t.ho 
.., J'OU teel abcMat. phwb' "c and c.art.J.n 
oord8, but t.bo ...,. IIlli - ~o &II ond poriiAf>e ...- thall •• t.h1nk. H1ok lDoko 
w.ll Ulll t.bo ~t.· ..... l.oolt.1q "" .,...,_... 1t anlJ' • can keep t.h• t.ho 
r1sht kind of ~t.o • 

.Utoctionately, 

~a . ~elvyn Douglaa 
711.1 Saoaldo Road 
Holl,YIIOOCI, Ce.li!o rnia . 



• 
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·--
Hel•n 

I had euch a n1ce letter r ro,. l!eJ:vyn when I ~tot back . I hnve Ju•t wr1 tten hlm o.n~ now I come to yo\)r lett~•· or /,Ufl . 19'h. / •' 
I d1<1 not llnl)>'e: Pegler lind pro~y newr wHl. 1hia laA~ tr1~ has ~nn r~irly OXhRUAtl F but most intft r­eot lng nnd sometime/! W111 get II chan tO tell you all about it. Iolth~ meant1nE you )1 probnbly henr me on the radio. / 

I ca~u1te sympathize ith J~• the w11y you feel about plumb1n~ and curtai n ~or; , but the war will come to an And per haps Aooner than e th1nt. . Kick look• well a 1.d t he DPrqoorate nrn lookl up eva rywhnre lf only "" can keep them the ri~ht kind o DnmoorRta . 

a f fec. 
e. r. 



7141 Senalda Road, 
Hollywood, Oali!ornia, 
J.ugust 19, 1943 

Oeareet Vra. Roosevelt: 

I t waa eo wonderful to eee you and Tommy in 
!lew York. I a till reao1111ber how brown and rested 
you looked. I don't know bow yo" do it, with the 
whole world pulling at you. 

The more I think about the queation ae to 
whether or not you should anewer Parler, the more 
I am utterly convinced that you ahould~ever change 
your lpattern. ~our strength and your greatneaa 
have alwaye been in your baing completely above 
the plane o! your critioa. Yo u do only what you 
think 1a right, eo why explain any o! your aotione. 
J.nd when you anawer or11;1o1em{ no matter bow ably . 
you an ewer 1 t, you are de! end ng eome paet ----~­
tion, thereby adldtt1ng l t e vulnerability. And !or 
you, this 1a an unthinkable poaition to be ln. 

I bate even to write to you !or I know the con­
stant strain you are under and I bate to seem 
sloppy but you know how we !eel about you. You 
are utterly pood, brave, simple and beautiful. And 
don•t eay no- that you aren•t. !fa, Valvf.n a nd I, 
are but two o! millions upon millions in tbie coun­
t r y who hold you in their hoarta in exactly the BAine 

way. lothlng can touch or def ile that. The Peglere 
know 1 t and it drl vee them ora~:Y. 

Thie war business baa been a long pull , but i t's 
got ng to be "" er aoon. 

You know the other day I eat down in my living 
room and almost wept. Ivery cord to eYery curtain 

v ia broken1 the bathroom plumbinp 1e giving out -­
and I luat couldn 't take it. It suddenly made me 
underatand all the •beefing• about the OPA and ell 
the reet o! them. You aee I don 't oaro 1! meat ia 
taken away from me, but oh bow awful when the water 
doeen•t run when you turn it on and when you oan•t 
oloae a ourta1n. I! we oan all luat get t hrough 
the little thinga, we're golnp: to be all right. 

lly love to you andlJ~ 

P.s. Thank you !or~~. I eball certainly use it. 



~ QcJj /1_ ~J.· ·~ ~ k 
oJ tti ~ k~ 1 Jycr-V ~ 
~- Jb-. {h.<!dl<A <>h~~ 
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...,._ 9, 191.). 

I u -loel'll a cow ot a 

let.hr hoa~•· oOrotn, H. DaM. ---Would ,.... be wllil.nc to il6 

&Dd ... hU'? 

) Kiaa H:llia£"if: ( 
714l s 
Loa ~los, calilornla. 

;f'J 



NOTE tor LftS. ROOSF.VELT: 

To """'" do you wiah to .. nd? 

Holen Oe.h&~n? 

• 

• 

. . 
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' December ~J , 1943 . 

Deartet ~r5 . Roosevelt: 

~ ~ love to rou an4 t ho Presiaent t his 
Chriat.aoa. I wish I """" near to cateh " gliq>so 
ot ¥0111' beautitul race - and, to llol4 your hand Juat 
a ai.nut·•· 

How happy you MUO~ ba now that the President 
hao r sturne4 safely, hav1njj had ouch n magnificent 
oucceao - it haa been wondcr!'.U and hns Gulte taken 
t ho breath out of t he 11gri.pero11 • '£he liberal s who 
hnd begun to sho~ a danaeroue dritt. away becau~e or 
t.he1r concern swer State Uep&.rttneht. policies ar(l now 
proudly sure that all io well and they alreaO¥ have 
Corsotten their diviation of & Cew months ago . Tho 
hopeful coo:entary upon t ho loot yea r i s that tho 
!!l:..!:!! people who just go pluJCging along, and who 
have t'tlt t.he W3r coat, !u.ve never doubted the 1--reai­
dent tor a ~~ent . 

Uow if he cn.n only chuck out. or Congress 
all the dead "ood thats t.hereliid'chlorotorm Ltr. ti JII , 
oor.teth1na will really e•t. done in thh brave new world -
of couroe «Aybe I •m juot w1shine - but for the laot 
year ! have felt oore hopeful than ever before . I kocp 
hearina ne• voices very vigoroua £n!!• I think every 
tlliniJ 1a eoing to ba all rlP,ht, even 1C the Democratic 
Part 1a tackli.ng the j ob aheod in a •SurreY'' instead 
ot a dive ~er. 

Aft.er 11 wee~a we had a ca">le tro;'l i!el aa,ying 
he had Brrlved safe ~nd sound. and as interested and 
expectant . lfe were so happy t o hear trom hia . lL 1o 
atranne however, how near I teel to him and how lilhL­
he~rted I feel about hio eoinl! . Thh morning a cable 
arrived and a V-!.Cail loLter. Hal.C the letter was 
tilled with Uel•s excitment about t he Presi dent.'• 
Conteroncea - r')llote 11You cnn i.tn.o.[flne how anxioue I a.m 
I.e hear all the detnilo or tho coetines and conferences 
that have been taki ng place . It l ooks very much as iC 



I -2-

the Chief hao been doi ng his otu!f in fine otyl e, 
1 I hope the domestic scene i .s na good." 

It is so nice Anna can be with you - it 
helps a l ittle wit.h the boya scattered over the face 
of the earth . 

Ley l ove to1 you. 

(Signed) Helen 

P.S. Forgive 111)' •crawl . I •ro in bed with the flu. 

c 
0 

p 
y 
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Jlmo 20, 19« 

Doareotl llrL llooJI'Yolt1 
I 

CloodAoul A• 1f :rou didn't ba ... ODoucb to do 
without worr:rln« about ... Don't ltt Rick tricj>te'l you. 
l'• really quito all ricj>t. I don't ••• bow it,'o po01iblo 
to ,;ot to Von>Ont but l bopo to talce tho children and «o 
to Oar.el which h the next boot thin,;. 

1 baYo rented tho houoo hero tor JUly and Au,;Wtt 
oo I will haYo to go ooeo pla ce. It l can find a place to 
1l ve, it •lll bo Oanlol. or eouroo, I ha•• to lP to tho 
llaUonal Connntlon and it oo .. o lhat I ban to go to tho 
State CODT&tion 14 Ap.«Uat . Why do ConYe.otiona Colle &}'0\Uld. 

00 quiokl:rl ]!Ut l think I can otand it, l really tool 
quito otrons api.11, 

lo bad a letter tro• llelvyn today telliG« of a 
oruh landln« ln tho middle ot nowhere in India. Duo to 
tho okill ot tbo pilot no oDe •u burt and even tho plaDO 
came tbro\lCh without boiq vory badly clulagod , 'l'h•Y oat 
tor oicj1t houra and then touna eoao Indian ohoop bordora 
t ho wore about ready to guide th• back to clY!llaatlOD 
wt.on a pluo cuo aloG« ud piclced th .. up. He oald tho 
•Indo have otartod and that tlrlne lo ooeowhat of an 14-
Yeotu.re. 

It doeon•t ooom poooiblo tbot •• are tplllll: to 
enter a Rational c._igo. JUot at the -•nt lho oocond 
!ron t ~ ... bo&WII Bow can anyone oar ii>Tthinc unklncl about 
anybodJ when there lo 00 .UCh Ol<p81ldl1uro Of life . But, 
ot couree, •• JN•t cupalp and tor tbe ••ry reaaon that 
thoro lt O"J>end lturo. ot lito. 

Snclooed i o a latter which I thou,;h you •iCbt 
OIIJo:r. It'o written b:r a •lniotor wbo io a rarely beauti­
ful poroOD. boryono out hero wao aoYed by tho Prooldont'o 
PN~Tor , 



THE WHITE HOUSE J\lll ~ 
WASHINGTON 

·ro r•nd anti roturn for my run. 

~. R. 

Jftu__ f..,.~ '?, .,:,; fl. 12~ 

7<-F. 
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*Ia 22 7ear a old. Nearl,y all her t r ienda in Service. Read in paper 
where girls could attend Cup da.ncee . Entertain boys by dancing with 
t hea. ntt.ended t wice when ahe was told by Chaperone that ahe could 
attend no more aa ahe was ot llexican decent. . They ianore her record 
a t school and could t ind nothing wrong with her conduct or character. 
Feels thia diacrimation ia wrong. 

Janut.cy J , 1944. 

1(1 dear lliea ~~ . I 

l&ra. ltOOHYelt u lca M to 11erd 

,ou tbe .acloaed let ter tro.•Wi.u J eMie 
I ~·-· 

tond.a. 

Krll. Rooanelt. wonden it &IV'" 

thiDa could be done. 

~ ecy alncerel,y .roure, 

SecretarJ' to 
Wra. aooanel t.. 

' 

VDS 



J&nulley u , 1941.. 

I ..,.. cr:>M to so~ )'ow- lana 
letter and All t our newa and I aa ao 
blpw tbat Ueloyn ie 1ntarootad 1n •"'~ 
boo 1a doinr . . 

n.. Pru idltlt telt tllat tbe 
ooaterence• ....., •err a..cce .. tlil and he 
liked botb l.!r. St.alln and CcnorAl Chl.a,... 

X. there Uf1 ob&nce or 7""" 
c~ k.ut.1 l ' d l O'fl to eoe 7011 and 
tbere ••- t.o be DD bop& ot 11ff c=ln( 
t o Loa Allgelee. 

ICr lo'fl to 1011 and ner1 aood 
a1.eb tor tbe lfto t ..... 

Kiss Helen Gahagan 
7141 Senald& Road -28 
Outpost 
Hollywood , California. vos 
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WOMEN'S DIVISION-DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
• • 

J. 

I ~'·' lc .. k1•1L oure or t lle l e t t.<;l' you 
I 

ran erded to me from t he ~lexioan girl . lYe heve en 

excellent woman chairmen in that distr ict end it anyone 

can do anything ehe can . 

Wasn't the. Presi dent's speech 
I •ondertul. 

BG/lpl .· · ' 



• 

WOMEN'S DIVISION-DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

- @ 

• T~ v"""'.._• .n.u • 

Ja.nu 'U'J 2S, l9H 
, r i nEt'\) 

Delll'eat Tomy: 

I have a project in which you can be or very great help , and I am ecuntl.ng on you. 

~'::,>;.~llsl<f!':,\awi~nm'l:.t C~~ o~':J"a .~e{r~ ~;..'1\y organ 1z. etl to tlo a j Gb , but we jua t hav & to have money to runction. I' ve nit on a plo.n which I think will wor)f, if we get under·~ lr.!me cUa t el7. 
I 

\Ve o.re going to make an old fashioned quilt, the k"d our gron c!mothera and great ­grandmothers wonced on. We have an expert dea1en1ng it eo it will be really beautiful. All t i- e little aquarea will have Au tographed aii!J'aturee or men and women who h& ••e been pr aninent lif connected with the Roosevelt adm lnistradon. When the quUt Is f1n1ahed , we will sell chances o n it an one dollar apiecl'" and we will , l th1nk, make a really substantial' sum ror, clone correctly , the quil t will be a museum piece. 

Now, hare is where you come i n . We are aalcing you to aend ua your autograp,. It should be written in the cen ter or the enclosed square or cloth - prerer abl y with a h9.ro peno11. u .. c~er no circums tances ahculc! an 1nclel1ble pencil be us 8(1. 



~OMEN'S DIVISION-DEMOCRATIC STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE ~ aoo.n-~t ... IIOI'.d!riO · - ... - T~ YAndl'h 4111 - • Lot "Ang..f" 14:, Comomlo 

-2-

'l'he autograph will be embroidered over w 1th an ou tl1ne stitch. Won't you sit down now 11Dd autograph y(JI#' nai!'O on tho onrloaec! square or elotht and please , man it baQic to uo Ill.l.!EDIATELY ror time 1a 11n exeeec!1ngly lmporton t eiemen t i n the euce eaa ot our pliln. 
1 

WJJ£ooc! wiehe~ 

1...:'·· ,,.,.~ 

' 



r 

-

r.brua..,. 11, lilh 

])oar !!elan• 

""M t do you think Ia vie~ to do 
i n tl::ia e~~•e? 

~tro ctiono t&ly, 

jOO 

I 

0 



Doer Roleno 

hbrart 12, liH4 l 

Could you aolr ,.,....,. you knDII_to 

l.D"etip w tloia cue and !Jnd •ork t or tllo 

l'li IWilp it n~ed be. 

11.1.11 Belen GaM fill" 
7Ul Sealcla Drin 
LOI Anaeloo, C&Ut. 

' 

0 

~·~fjet llhitliT, t6S Swdloan Plloe, llonrono,Callt. Huobelld clled 2 rre •10• V'~F 7i'•· eeF!oue il.lneee. Foeter dauaJ~ter baa tubercular hlp and a\Wt havt> oonot<ont oupemoiOO> bJ boepiwl- her oom cMld, o 10\I'IC acn, to.d ondooriM &land diloaoe in 11142 - illboepltal !OW' t1••· n <Wf better and 111 a «tool ( loot 2 ,... ) MDII ohe 1e co.plet<olt broken d<Wfft - in bed and can ait up onl7 tour bouro a da7. Her 1noc.e Will no loneor auppl7 diN noceuit1ee. She and the clauaht<or want work to do at hoaa , to briiiC thea 111 teo a aonth. She bee S tr•· pre.....Sicel college • ork and boa bed experience 1n dittorent lin ... lho claugbt<lr oan tTPO. 



linEN GAHAGAN 

lov .. bor 23, 1944 

. 
>' . .1 You arl a d .. r to wr1 te. It •a• • ondertul 

M&riac troa 7ou. 

... . 

WelTYD'• a44r•• • 11 at tollowe s 

\I( Major Molyrp Dgu«lee, o-526968 
~ KQo. J&oo Section I 2 

s.o.s. - I.B • 
.l. .P.O. 4E5 - c/o PDo-ohr 

:·~ 5ew York, ... York 

Ye .ant1c1pato loav1ac boro Docoobor 15, 
aDA expoot to bo in llow York to opend th.e Cbl'ht.oao 
with a:r tu117. lq •otbor who h •h1t1nc hero h 
toll: inc 111017 Bolon with her on tho train. Peter and 
I are driving - at losot we plAn to do oo - and hope 
to ooo tbo TVA. I'vo talked oo ~uch about it, I 
think it would be a good idea to ooo it, don•t youf 

!here 11 a hou11 1D. abrry Cb••• which ey 
- brother 11 end ... voriA, to cct for Ul. We will know 

doti.lli\o17 in ..,othor woek, and I ba,.. ey flncol'o 
croeaH. 

11ar7 Bolon and I both look fo,...aJ'd to ooolnc 
70U acaill. 

" .. 
' :' .. '" . . - ... 

llho llalvin& !'Mapoon 
fha Yhiti Bouoo ., 

,.,, YalabiactOil, D. 0, 
'-

• 

-



1 0-.r lleJ..,, 

I talk•d ~ the Pr•a1deo~ and 

X-be Wdta )'OU obollld I'Wlo Ha U.O UWllca 
Ml"· P9R1!r obould run aptn becauu on ~be 
llhol•, b• bu been • Foe! s-~r. 

I aa ave ,.. can -t.ber ""¥­
~ ~he Republl.cana aq abo~ )'Oil. l.ttar 
ona bu be en 1n ~· public •r• lone IDOII;tll, 
one 1-.rru~ ~ be .laj>el"ft.ou. 

I ac sl-.1 llel "1D 1o ..U and 1 
aa aure be 1o •nJOTine bard el'll. It •• 
ftr7 ad aboclt. ftarr7'• eon. H• aa rulJ,f 
J,..t a boy. lfAn7 tdt all b1o bo,.. abould 
... 1D ~ tt#l~· 

.liT lo,. to J'Oil< 

lll.ea Helen Gabapn ( . 
714I Serilldi OJitW 
Loa Angeles, Cali!omt.o, vos 



HELEN Gf\Hf\Gf\N · 

Dearest Mrs, Roosevelt, -

Never has there been such wild contusion as 

we find ourselves in at tho moment. Our 

Presidential primaries have always been in 

May, and the second primaries when we elect 

candidates for Congress, Senate and State 

offices heve always been in August. With no 

warning the Repulican legislature combined 

both primaries and set the voting day to May 16th 

We are madly searching tor candidates, end what 

with Bill Rogers ·and Tom Ford not running this 

time we have an extra burden to carry. 

Tom Ford want s me to run in his district. 

He will come out tor a month before the primaries 

end campaign for me. I am in a terrible quandry 

tp know what 1a best to do . The Remsen Birds are 

opposed to my ms~ing the race, Belen Bird says she 

s imply can't live thru the campaign, and or course 

Remsen has a horror of tho bricks t he Republicans 

will in all probability hurl at my head , The 

campaign doean•t frighten me at all , but when I thin~ 



that 1 may be elected end that 1 would ba•a to 

look and listen to aoma or tboae monatara in 

Congreaa I get perfectly aick to my stomach. 

Ob, dear, l wiab l waa near you eo I could talk 

to you. 

The President's meaaage to Congreaa 

wee magnificent. His position ln Cslltornla ls 
I 

absolutely aeoure, even Republicans oonoede this. 

The real struggle will be over the Congressional 

aeata end the Senatorial seat. It do~0 • t look 

at the moment as though we oen bold the Sonetorial 

aeat, Downey is very weak. Labor is stubborn t o 

the point or madness, insisting upon supporting 

Downey and r efusing to let any other can~idete enter 

the race. 

l have bad acme letters and cables rrcm 

He seems to be well and 1a working bard. 

oiaan't 1t treg~e ·ebout Berry Hopkin's eon? 

l have taken care or the matters you wrote 

to me about. 



HELEN GI\HI\GI\ 

Wareh 16 , l 9H 

laGl~ted i t a r~port on wre. Wh~ tley . At you 
caa tee from Wrt. White's report, ehe 1a of the oplaio~ 
that Wre . lhitl&y ie o~e of thos~ hopeleat , he:lpl ett 
people for whoQ Aothtn, caa be aoue . H•ve ~ou any further 
·~~ettloa to make . 

fell 1 I &.=. r !'s.lly in the co.mpa1KQ end I A&Vt>T 

k:Atnt an.yth in& could be quite tn- repuleive . I hope l ' m 
not deludin~ ~e~l! ia thlUklo~ th•t I cnn be of ao~e 
help if elected . 

The Preaident ~rote me ~ beautiful l etter. 
It waa ve r y heartenlQt at s. verJ low ~ouant . 

W;y love to you and to the Pr el1de.IJ.t --.·hou-. 
l bold to dearly ia ~ heart, 

Wre. ~le&•or Rootevelt 
Th e W),1 to Houoe 
Yaebiattoa, D. C. 

n- (,., 

, 



My ~oo.r Baltn: 

·' 

184? Cal1roru1o 4 vo. , so., 
Uonrovi b, C~lltornia , 

!.Iorch e, 1944 

I~ la auob a lona et.ory U:e t I t ried. to cell you on the phone but ••• unable 

to get you.r hc:oe . Aa I am nner bome 1.o the: day\lae , I couLin•t call the 

ortloo. 

I went SW:WS.ay to ••• &lira .. ~1 t.ley but I reel there t.a n.othtc.a you ou do . She 

te not t rutb.t'ul tor oDe tblng. Beron I went 1 I oheckod wtth the conn4ent1al 

aeoretary or the .. ted IJro•• here aB1 tat re wae a tile a tat ina that they bed a 

luHor rrom •-ooe ill tt.! !.aet w1 th rOS$l'd t o tho truot tund bolong1ns to 

£ltubath 1 the dau.e;tlt.er . The eecn!tary 1a a woDiiertu.l Cirl , or woltGIJ1 1 e 

crlpple .tl"CU birth wboee pe.reota I kDo• betore tbe1r urrloae aad ebo ·~ 

U up tbla wq: - that they had m$na 1 cb not haTe it now, and are unable or 

unwi U 1n8 t.o come down to eart h. 

They koop twn dogs wh1ch 1a .,. e:rtrovaganoo Uoolt ond ! ho'"'d the douahtor 

borrows aall au.ma rna the nolsbbora and doeaa•t return it. The 4aught·•r :et 

oe at t he door ond I told ber 11dlo I wae am why I hod cc:n:e and. she a~aict , •oh 

yea, wo wi ll be eo S).ad. to telk to yo1~ but just como back eaue o t her 'tic& aa 

mother has oou;pany now." I explained it •o• iopoaai ble ao eha ao.t d , finally , 

l~at ohe would take tho OOI!Ipo11)' l.tl <ho kltchOn With her while! talked to 

aot.bor. 

\',hoo oho opoke or hor hWJdworlc , I told !lOr tmt I would toke o aet or coll.Br on~ 

curte and I woe aure you or I or eorceooe OOJ14 diapoee ot 1 t. She d14n •t have on;y 

- h • r petit polot or whim oho • rot6 ao110lotod or 011• W11'ln1ohed plooe. 

llro . tlh1 tloy oe1d her husband lett h1o lneuranco to hls tothOl' and ho g1voo her 

one hundred dolur• o ~nontb . (They t old tho Hod Croao oho hod noth1ns but 

c.uzabetb'a money ) . I o..sked her 1t tho erandparenta weren't will in& to do aaMth1ng 

tor '8lbebetb OD4 aha aa14 , "ODly 11' she loaves-=-·· You aee Bliubetb 1a her 

atopdougllt or. She woo ou.ro oho oould got well 1t abo co.ld so to o hoopltal 

ao l .~ave her cHncttono to aak Dr . Cruo to got 111 ~ueb with the Good Hope 

~aoc1ation• 1212 Sb!ltt.o Place, Loa Angelee , Elld aet. her in there. She aHDLI 

terr1bl:r etreid ot accepting Chtirity but u o.eal'ly ._, I could eaeert.aln, waa 

always a akin& ao.:noone tor aatWth ina• 

Sbe paya torty dollara rent but would like a cheaper pl noe . She could have eouen 

oao e1gllt yoorw ago but 1mposalb le to do o o now. Rae ....,. ob1ck 0llll 1.n tbo belli: 

yard th:!t ehe oo14 1110ro then PO 1d tor the1011eluo. Her fUl'Ql.tw-e 1o 111 storage 

1n Ch1oago , 081d1t would coot two hundred tlrty dollars to sot 1t hero . I 

tol4 her tlla t. would be cheaper than eto1-eao aDd in time, tho at.orago cotlJ)any 

will aell it but. abe a a.ld they wwlc1 not . She e poko ot working at h~ tor 

a nr pl#M but I oolcl I didn't tbtlllc 1t oculd bo orransod but oho kept ouur1~ 



.,. lt 1D1'lueoUal people "al<ocl to>- hor, eoae cJ.:,any •ou~d do H. 

!'rankly, I don't think abo h eo oic:k ao oho thinko oho ia. She locl<o •arH•, 
She aaid her t rionlla wore eo eympathet1o aho thoufll,t perbn.~s ehe wee too aorry 
tor be roolt . Sbo hao evidently qUilrrelod w itb ht. people and they l<llo• hor 

too well to t ruat her wit.h the mJney . I knc:- ehe wa a not entirely trunk. She . 
aaid b lizabetb \fiiZOta to Plrl . HooeeYslt and ehe mew o.ot.h ing or it but I •m 
oonYt.nce4 aha wrote 1 t aa 1 t eowded exootly like hor . She ia o •~l'Y aoCIIl 

l ooking woiiWl , oTen p retty 1n great Q)Dtrelt t.o her d.b.uehter Who te potbetio 
wHb her l.oJM t oot, .. or aU that, tho elrl wall<o a milo or more to tho 

otor .. , doaa aU tho ahoppillg 8111 r "llc" llock up that grade hoco wHh ber 
packogea, (with tho dag on a loaah). 

Thla j uat eounda too r ubllng 1'or worda bu t 1t 1o bard to pio<ure it. It 
you "hb to tall< with me turtbor , ca ll me any ovonlllg except Thurada,y 1 

Monrovia :nu. 

r koow tho u . s . tlnplo)'mllnt Ottico wouldll •t do anything <hat ls a d1agraca t o uur 

party . I sp.ent tour bot.1re and t811 minutes there one day and e.ll I l earned 

waa I lookad too young to he olxty- t wo, ""1ch I told bar I ko .. alroacly. 

I surely lliee eoe taa )'OI.l aU. ftork1ng a e I do tor the o . P. A., I haYe to kl!llep 

""~ mouth abut, I'll probably he •tlrod• ho!ore election. 1:1111 I ooulll ha1P 

you ill your -ign. The boot ot l uck to youl 
Lov11lg1y, 

Cl ara t; . Whi t "' 



Dear Holen: 

,.\/, l:U. Roo•evel~ 1\\ $ u lA'~Lcr 
r~:.:a.Her Pic I<, in wll1ch be ""¥fl 

"T'bc newe ab.>llL llelYJn' e &1•1•ivol 
L~ l.ndia """"' oa " • U',iU'hO. 'lho 
lallt I bard or 1'1111 ho ,,._. in 
AU8tralia. • * • • 

I 



ELEN GAHAGAN 

April lg, 1944 

Dear 'l'ol!l!lll': 

Melvyn is not in AustraliA. He is in the In4ia­Oh1na-Burca theatre or war and, ev1dent ally, trom what I can gsther ,trom his letters, he 1s jumping all over the place. I received a cable from him on our anniver­eary which arrived at the break or dRY on the morn ing or April 5th. I almost felt as though he were across the street. 

We all breathed a sigh or relief when ~e. Roosevelt arrived back home again. Pleaee tell her I am going to write her a long letter in a few days. 
lly love to you both, 

Uiee Ualvina Thompson The White House 
Washing ton, D. c. 

Attectiona t ely, 

·. 



HELEN GAHACA~ 

-----­llqll, 19« 
\ 
I. 
I : ' \'\ . 

\ 

(
' I 1 

.) l.'' 

i . ' 
I· 

tt eee•• ao lone elnce t ha•• written to 70u. 
ll'fer7thlDC bao ~"" oo chaotie aDd upoot with our Con­
croooional priaarloo aond up troa .l~ot to llq, aDd 
than wl th e•er,thlq •••t..ng t o co•e all at one tlae. 
Jlut oo•ehoOIWO bavo cothll throuch . '!ho oloctiono Will 
tolce place 'l'uoodq, ud oo baYO " sood chao.eo of plnlns 

1
108. l l&tl. 

1 hope 70U approTe ot q numin& tor Cotl.f:l'lll. 

/ 

'ftlo ch!ldroo. 41dD.'t at all at firot but th07 oro ro.thor 
roeoneilod now, 110.17 !!olen oo.:ro oho will como to f 0ohlo.sto11 
ODl.7 it lhe CU. 111 Preei4ent RoOIM'Ilt and Wra. lloOIIYilt. 
She lntlttl on we&rlD« a ROoaeYelt pln to achool ~•r.r d~ . 
llol ao.d Walt h•ard of rq runolDS for Consreoo In tho Yanlc 
newepaper . lan•t that awtult Wel cabled •• that he heartily 
approvoo but I doubt tbat he doeo. It will all bo over In 
a foo dqo, ao.d I will write ;rou U..odlatol.y about tho out­
eo••· 

I .. teh ao.s&rlT the paporo to 100 OMt lo bappODIDg 
t o you aa.4 the P:reeide.nt. lfbe PTealdeot wrote me tucb a 
beautiful letter which 11A4o a o T01'7 bapp,.. I lou ;you o.nd tho 
l'rotldo.nt o.nd ohan ...,.thins sote bard out hero for ao , I Ju.ot 
r••bor tho hl'l'l'blo 'burd., that :rou hoth ear17 pd Juot pick 
up "1 oourase ud otrOD.sth o.Dd koop on coins. 

Ao I wrote !.._,., llol lo In tho India, ~. Chino 
th .. tre of war . !'b.e reaaon thq keep aq1ng be 11 in .1.uetral1a 
1o tbat ho otoppod thoro on hlo oq to hio tlnal d .. UDOtloD aDd 
they otill keep talklDS a'bout It, 

I wo.nt J'OU to ~ tbat I oae thlnlting ot :you on 
praetlcall:r tho rro of • l octlon, 

P.a •. 

117 lo ... t"ll~ ao.d ToJIIG', 

John '1/r•p..ltu/ of the 01t;y CoW>cll Ju.ot called froa tho 
Clt7 l!al1 to toll • • tho bettln on Sprlns Stroot 1o 5 to 1 
In IIQ' favor u4 70u can't 'bu7 a 'bot o.pinot ae, 

Jll'o, :n-r .Joooovol t 
fbo llhlto Jlouo 
Waehta.ctoll, »· o. 



I 

)1 . 
I ,.,. 

•' 

' " I 

I 
Dewllelaa 

I .. ot -• de~ .. t.e 

aft ,_ 1eLWr &lt.loo ........... pan lllooB 
I ~ II !! f, r t • I L £.. 
,,, •• ...., •• , ..... -· 1 tdll-

.... ,I-de. 

Good lMir. 

vos 
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I 

I 

! 

j 

D-.r Belet>a 

1 ....,..,t.and t.M' boUI Ula 
Pwda ud Jl1ak .,.. b•···,blnl J'O'l t.o - lu' e1Uoor tw a -UI before 
Ule c-u. or an ... , a.ad r••~ 1A 
- qi&IA apH like •-t. 

I t.IU.all ,..... -u be 'ftJ7 
111M to do u 1t ,.. JINalblT -...__ u.. ... ,_,.,.. '-'l<e U oil\ 
at ,.. JlllreioallT &1111 u ..ne.1a1J 
wuld be w1ae to ~ ~ -~ 
in .- Jlllrel.oal ....,.. 

lire, lolelvyn Douglao 
7141 Senalda Drive 
Los Angeles, Cali fornia. 

/ r/!J 
I ' 

vos , 
/" 

I 



..... .. 1.1 

BUt 'dll ban \ o14 JOII Uui\ I \alte4 wUb .llldp aoaenaaa, ..tlo .Sll .. t ....... ,.o •. 
I waa\ fti"J' ..U \O ••• )'OU . t .Sll be ben •W llon4a:J at\emeoo •n4 •••r ua\l1 WeCa••4a:J at\ernoon . !ben r• 1 be here wn\11 \be 14\b sn4 away ua\11 ~· ! 24 . 

Atte•\1-te1J, 

Mr• · Melvyn Douglas CAre Ure. Walter Gahagan, Br. 400 Pa rk Avenue, NYO 

0 



• 

/ Mra, M•l?YG Pouclaa , 
7Ul So~~Du Drin 
~ .UC• l ... CaU..tel"'lia 

jt}U 

Ooto be r 1 ,;. 19" 

Cu yota wiN ae Mel~ addN"•• tor Chri••• .._...'bruo• 
troa M.n, !Goli"'•lt. Lo"f'e 



/ lin. lllelY7D ,.~.. ( 
7141 Senalda llri n 
Lot Anpl••, Calit. 

.. 

/ t 

October 14, 19« 

Followin& """"~" r~co\ vod OC~ol•u· 20 quot.... Hav• pooi U•• proot Hit.le r a,:ent. ac\1"1.1 enp~od i n cuCNllvo l>ctiUone In Hollyoood l'lo110oraUc COtttl\t.e e leo •- dl'O!t ! GD Lo> Anple t De:.ocr a Uc -:a-it~• their do!'ln!w purpcoo bein,; that. tlw I'Ntlden\ looa tile ele oUon. har that al.Ail•r •uenw, "'"l' be aproad in De~~Deratic c..-1\te..o in ... or, 
st<.t.e or1pplint Rol>a•vel ta c:i>Onuoe . U..v• rtdl o plen t.c n•o th e eloo\' on, uraon\ you phon• oroxol 1266 ~i.., i s oo •n•·rt. 3!gne~,....tin She,.,., ~in&er 117 111111n1 Place 
Leo .lll,loltl unquoto. Pl oooo ~· t. ln t.ouoh. --· 

llalrtlll 1hoapoon 
"'crotarr \ o lbe. Roo .. • ott 



VBU DL PD 6 EXTRA :1 OCT 20 II 91 Ml 1944 

LOSANGtL!S CALIF bet 20 19_, 

HRS ELEANOR ROOSEWELT, PERSONAL 

~HlTEHOUSE VASHDC 

HAVE POSITlWE PROOr Ktf~tl A'~NTS 

£X£CUTIV£ POSITIONS IN HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTE~ ALSO 

VOM£NS DIVISION LOS AN,£L£S DEMOCRATIC COMMITT(E THEIM 

DEfiNITE PURPOSE BEING THAT THE PRESIDENT LOS£ THE ELECTION. 

FEAR THAT SIMILAR AGENTS MAY 8£ SPREAD IN DEMOCRATIC 

COMMIT'r(£S IN EVERY STAT£ CRIPPLING ROOS£VI:LTS CHANCES • HAVE 

RADIO PLAN TO SAY! THE ELECTION URGENT YOU PHON£ M£ 
' 

IMMEDIATELY DREXEL 1266 TIME IS SO SHORT RESPECTfULLY 

MISS SHERRY SINGER tt7 BIMINI PLACE LOS ANGELES lo. 

.. ... $ 



Copy ot Ura . Vour.l~· · lo~~er ••n~ ~0 tho rroold·n~ . 

llovt..t>er 16 • 1944 , 

De&J'ttt HtltG I 

\I t &J't o! OOIU'It ~hrlllld .... 
::our eltcUon an&J lookJ.ne torward ••rl.y 
~ l\av1njr .YOU in Waoh1n,ton, 

Don't you _,t to ota,y at t ho 
llhitt Rowoo with llar.Y lleltn unt U ,you tind 11 
pl&oo ~ 11.,.? Do l ot uo know it tnaro 1e 
""¥ wa,y 1n which we oan hllp. 

IJrs. Lc l vyn .:.>ougl4s 
?l.U Sdalda Dr i ve 

lluoh lo•e, 

Loa .lzleoles, C4lif~rn1a . 

j J1) 

VD3 

I 







• ~ • I • 



' 



IIOYelllbor 1.8, 1~4 

I know 7011 are nba111ted aDd t.ri..,...nt •nd I aa Olll"e 7011 • 111 ,roen at the ailllt ol a lott.r l'roa a1110fte, I aa thrilled that 7011 are to bo in Waohinaton, !Oil a..., alwo111 ouoh • Jor. ' 
111'11, RooooYeH • nta to oend llel"71' a Qlrietaao card at leut, and I w011ld Ulce to haYe b1o addreu, I aaw that bo "'•• proaotecl to llejor, llbiob - t pleaae .rou.-
I doubt 1! 111&r7 Hden ,....lllbt" •• bu\ t.ll bor I loolc forward to OH1n& her apin, 

lluch lo .. , 

111'11 • llel"71' Doqloo 
7141 Senalde Dr1Ye 
Los Anploe, California 

I 

' 

• I 
• 



111 1.1' llolon1 

;:. ~a. Cbi!CChlll IIW'rAY, Ch&1rllan at 

~~ WO..O ' a Division o! tho IIOQOOro~ic S~~~ 

ContrQl Commi~~•• tor Sou~orn Calirornio, 

eon~ • "' ,..pill.~ oo~Ur" ro~h their pallor 

tbot ~ J.ntoraed vot.or 1o " ..,., intelliaont 

vohr. U ia oxowptio~Uy soocl IID.torW ond 

~•r plon t.. "'.Jd 80re, 

Attoc~iorwoLol.r, 

l»on, j 
lCza • Jl~l&n .llBbal!.'l •Lil2~a 
U. S . House or 1\epreeenl &t.i vfla 
~·lash1nr.t.on, u. C. VDS 

I 



llaroh 21, 194}. 

DMr Ral.en: 

llro, aoooevolt - llr. Pe t.ar 

J{, llerJIIOII, Cll&ii'Mn ot tbe Hebr" C-.. 

alttM ot llat.lonal L1beret1on, on llucb 

17th, at 12100 o•ol.O<Ik IUI<l talkod w1tb 

b.la tOft' AbouL halt an hour, 

Utectl.ona.tol,y, 

L Heo!J!eleA Oebe1en Dolall.u / 
lleu.oe ot Repneent.atlY .. 
11&eb1niton, o. C, 

10u 



. . .. 
HOUSC: 01' lltC~ftC:SCNTATIVCS 

WASMIHOTON , D . C . 

llarcb H, 1945 

Deareet Wrt, llooae-.eltl 

Tho namo ot tho =an I epoko to you 
obout 1o Potor H, Borcoon. Ho 1• tho Cha1 .. an 
ol tho Bobrov CODD1ttoo ol Kat1onal Liberation 
v1\h offlcta a\ ~6 Kaeaachuattte •Yenut , N. Y. 
Tho toltphono nlDbor h A~o 8800 , 

Mr. Jer110U want• to talk to you about 
tho tai luro to 1nclu&l t ho poroocut1on ol tho 
Htbrtw. •• a var crt•. 

I called llr, llorgoon and ge.n b!ID tha 

time and date you a~attd on tha train, S~turday• 

llareb 17, at 12 o 'clock. Ha ozpoot o to ooo 70U 

than. 

• 

Mra. %leanor Rooaevtlt 
Tho llb.i to Houoe 

J.ttoct!onately , 

J/L 
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