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Hyde Park, N.Y. :

une 4, iMl
Melvyr

Dear Hr“ Douglne?

This 18 a pathetliec letter. I know the

wan's mother-in-law, snd she 1a f fine

old lady.

I know nothing about this man, and could
not find out unless I turned his letter
over to tha PBI.

Have you any way of finding out whether
he 18 a communiet, and if there ia
nothing against him, if you would he
able to give him a letter wvhich ‘ould
get him some Xind of wvork?

I will help in any way pos=ihle and if
you think I should send him some money,
I will pladly do so. I do not like to
do anythinp without knowinpg more about
hin,

I do not 1like to bother you when I know
you do so much, hut I hate to turn hinm
don without msking an effort,

Very cordially yours,

GL‘GH{L 5 JF‘- G.‘”“\-'t‘rt—__
+ e A e




June B30, 1841
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Mr. de Ocmbert. I
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Fond are doing for
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Ur. Lelvyn Douglas
7141 Henalds Read
Lecs Angeles,Calif,




MELVYN DOUGLAS

June 18th, 1941

Dear Mre. Roosevelt:

I haven't been able to eatablish
whether or not Georges de Gombert ils a Communiet.
The Motion Plcture Relief FPund, which ie familiar
with his cace, does not question cllente as to their
political affiliatione becaunse this would be dis-

eriminatisg.
|

An you will jJudge by the enclosed
resume, the Motion Pleture Fellaf Fund has been
end are doing whatever they can. They think well of
bim and are endeavering to find him employment. I
den't think it is necessary for you to eend him
anything. You may rest mssursd that I will do what
I can should there be an apening for him.

With kindest personel repards,

Sincerely,

/

7141 Senalda R.nd
Los Angeles, California,
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Offcars

Jrasi Hmnniwodr, Pravkdoad

Earrid Buoox, Int Wise-

Rairid Moktas, Jud Pice

Waites P Wasoss, bed Fiee-Fror,
Lucie GLeasow, dik Fice-Frosldest
Guoscs Dacpall, Traanses

Wi Bavon, Essvwtter Sacraiary
Fwiii D, Mooas, Ceaniel

Maxy Pickroan, Presldesy Eseriag

Executive Commiiies

Maay C. MoCary, Ju., Chalrman
Ciooncy BacsaLt

Famn W, Brrmson

Locins Wemren Greasos
Gamsor Kamin
Mrrcent Lywia

Ewaer [, Mooas

Rairid Mokoin

lavirg Picams

Jamm Booarvar

Geoscy STovEss

Waitm I Wancm

Finance Commiliea

Groscr Racmait, Chalrman
Eavrn Buocx

Jras Hpmasiows

Gagscid Kanin

Price, Warmanous & Co., Asditers

Truphees

Sterien Mowzmourss Aveny
Jomum L. Baipmssmon
Fumn W, Rarmiaw
CHanLEt Baackerr
BiLiis Bunks

Jurk Coorm

Francn Erwasn Paiscon
Loci WesTEn GLraon
Sanun Golrwys
Brnraa Mase Gurremm
Sor Lewi

MitcHuil Lewi

Earir LOKITSCH

Masy C, MoCaiL, Ju.
Lso MoCaany -

Rosrer Mowmcouey
Ewnie D Moose
Bavrs Moscan

Conpap MNacaL

Maay Pickrom

Baan Ramiisosn
Famsimscx Rickanet
Cuanim G, Roasins
WILLIAM SErTER

Roamat StarHanorr
Frane Stmaven
Mondax Tevnos
Monsan WaLlsc
Warten F Warcm
Lucy Wakn

Jack L. Wanwen

Chief of Medical S1aff
Framcm E, Baowwse, M.D,

MOTION PICTURE RELIEF FUND, Inc.

B001 BANTA MONICA BOULEVARD & MILLEIDE BI1) » LOS ANGELES & CALIFORMIA

June 13, 1941

lr. Ralph Block !
707 ¥orth Alpine Drive
Beverly Hills, California Il RE: DE GOVBGEAT, GEORGES
Dear Mr. Block:

In reply to your request for o resume of the Fund's
contact with the above captloned man, we submlt the following:

Mr. de Combert applied to the Motion Picture Rellef
Fund for aseistance on May 24, 1937. He was then a
single man, unemployed, end in peor henlth. He had
been under the care of his personal physiclan for a
mumber of weeks recelving treatment for a severe stomach
condition.

Mr. de Gombert wos born in France in 1501, where he was
reared and educated; perved in the French army from
1517 to 1918; came to United States in 1921, and to
California in 1924. Prior to entering the industry,
he had been s wrlter, newspaper reperter, and archeolo-
glet. Man was an actor, writer, technicel advisor,
and story editor in pletures. Following a reference
check which establighed eliglbility, UMr. de Gombert was
glven ald during the year in the emount of $77.

In the fall of 1938 Ur. de Gombert returned for assist-
ance, having been married since the previous contact.
Hias wife was expecting to be confined momentarily; the
case was accepted for hospltal care for Mre. de Gombert
and maintenence for the family. Intermittent asslst-
ence weos granted until July, 1939, when the cese wes
again closed.

In Jamunry, 1940, Mr. de Gombert faced a perlod of un—
amployment and again applied to the Fund for help.
Ald, including full care, was extended for four months,
vhen, due to the enmormous demands made upon the Fand,
it was nocessary to suggest referral to another agency
and the case was eventually transferred to S.R.A.

Thera has been no contmct with this case eince November,
1940, until the present re-opening. Mr. de Gombert was
interviewed this morning following our telephons call

to him requesting him to ecall at the Fund office. HNHe
has worlted wery little in pletures slnce we last sew




MOTION PICTURE RELIEF FUND, [nc,

Mr. Ralph Block - Page 2:

him, but reported that he had endeavored to maintain
himgelf and family through Unemployment Compensation
Benefits and odd jobs. He mentioned two weelcs! em—
ployment in the mssembly 1line of the Ford Motor Com-
pany at Long Beach, California; he was dismissed ag
he was not considered strong enough for the required
labar.

Mr. de Gombert is & well educated, genteel man. We
believe he has made every effort to secure work., In
addition to his above mentioned qualifications, he 1is
equipped to teach French, serve as an interpreter, or
act as chauffeur. He ig a naturalized Anerican Citizen,
having received his second papers in 1929. His mother
and one slster still reside in France. Prior te the
war they sent him emall sums from time to time Tut
there has been no income from that source for many
monthe. We believe that Mr. de Gombert ig deserving
of anything that can be done for him. Financial
expenditures to date total $602.40.

The case has been reviewed by the Executive Committes
end was accepted for four weeka' care in the present
emergancy; it will be reviewed at the end of that -
perlod. We are sssisting the family in moving into
more desirable living guarters, providing food, and
have referred Mr. de Gombert to a dentist for =raye
and extractions, which are sorely needed.

If there le any further information you wish please
do not hesitate to call upon ue.

With kindest regards, we are
Very truly youre,
MOTION PICTURE RELIEF FUND, INC,
2

WILMA BASHOR,
Executive Secretary
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February 23, 1942,

Dear Ur. Douglas:

It was very kind of you to
write me and I appreclate your letter,

Fleass don't resign. I know
you scon prove the valus of your work,
and I know too the attack was on me and
not on you or your work.

I bad never Intended to stay
indefinjtely and was planning to resigm
quietly when the reorganization was com-
pi.‘t--l

Last night I explained owver the
radio my reasons for resigning and my ex-
planation of the attack on the Office of
Civilian Lefense, and I am surprised by
the number of telegrams of approval. They
show an understanding and an appreciatiog
of the whole question - liberals versus
reactionaries.

My love to Helen. Some one
told me she had been 111 and I hopo she

is well again.

I shall look forward to seeing
you when you return.

Very slncerely yours,

Hr. Lelvmn Douplas
7141 Senalda Hoad
Les Anpeles, California.



Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevalt
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Februarr 71,1942
g thf

@1‘ s 1

Tha WThite House
¥Washington, D.C. t}'\'
Dear Mre. Roosavelt: 1r~

First of all, allow me to sy how o “/
unbounded is my edmiration of the polee and tpa
courage which you have shown in thess past '}

foaw difficult weeks, This is, howaver, no
more than all of us hava coma to expect of

Fol.

1 was anxlons to ame you agaln

tefore I left, btut because of the hurry and
confusion it wes not poer=ibla, I 4id went to
axpross to you m conecern over the fact that
my comlng into the picture may possibly have
hed something to do with the uproar that

took place, mnd tn sssure 7 thot at ang

time you or Dean Landis ferl tha® my stepplng
out of tha plcture would in sny way simnlify
matters, wou heve only to cdviee me cecordingly.
I agree so profoundiy wi*h your atatement tn
the affect that the job to be done by the
0ffice of Civilian Defense L@ too lmportont to
ba in any wny hempered by conelderatione of
personglities,

As yon know, I did not want to

return here, but hevine contrectusl oblig-
ations, the posltiecn was & Alfficult cne, I
feel, howaver, that the phase nf the activity
with which I um' concerned is in good maneger-
ig) hande end that I can be of intellicent
cesisgtones from thie end,

I.rm sanding a copy of thie to

Dean Lendls, knmowing that he will agree that
the affectiveness of 0OCD ie &t all) times the
firet consldrration.

affectionate greetinga.

Helen Joine me in warmest




June 24, 1942

Dear Mr. Douglas:

I am enclosing letters, addition
to those sent you on Juns 18, [ Wr, Sergel
Denham, Vice-President, Universal AT%, Inec.
—and owner of the Ballet Fusas de Monte Carlo.
1 hope tnat you will be able tc see ¥r, Denham
and would very much appreciats your doing so.

Very sincerely ours,

Mr, Melvym Douglas
Office of Civilian Defense
Washingten, D.C.

Mrs.Roosevelt's note: Send all letters to Mr, Douglas &nd ask.if
he would see him.

Ene: Let, June L7 from Ur. Denhem to Miss Thompson
Let, Yay 7 from Mr. Denham (asking tc sea lrs, Roosewalt)
let. Feb, 24, from J, Lionberger Davis, intreducing Mr. Denham




September 11, 1942

Dear Welwyn:

I do nat think my advice is vary much
good, but I should be inclined to try to enlist
and then, if you are turned down, I would try ”
for the OVI, It seems to me the most useful
spot, but I feel with the objections which hava
been raised, if you once offer to enlist s 1t would
put you in an impregnabls position.

Uy love to Helen and the ehildren.

Very cordially yours,

Mr. Melvyn Douglas
7141 Senalda Drive
Los Angeles, Calif,
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MELVYN DOUGLAS

Beptember 7, 1942

Mre, Franklin D. Eoosevelt
Thite House
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

I nesd your advice. To be clear,
I shall have to retrace the past few months.

1 was one of thosme who clamored
moat loudly for this country's full participation in the
war,and,with the advent of Pearl Harbkor, I was ready to
do whatever would be most useful, My first thought was
the army btut before I was able to make such adjustments
as enlistment would have entailed, the 0,C.D. Job came
up. Then came the attack om all of us and from that point
on it gesmesd most lmportant, for the sake of sverything
and everyons concerned, to put other considerations
aslde and to concentrate on manning the guns for 0.C.D,
and against the"snipers®

At this writing, the "snipsrs"
are unable to lay thelr handes on further ammunition
and the emall job which I set out to do hae established
its own logle: so much so in fact that the Bfflca of
War Information is considering taking over its two most
important parts, 1.e. The War Writers Bocard and the man
in my office who has been handling the graphics "woluntesrs®,
Thie i & sensible step in as much as the chief use of
these "talente™ has been in connection with the implemsntation
of government information and therefore 0.W.I, should make
a much wider use of then then has 0.0.D. Tou will
remsmber that the ldea of uaing a "talent pool"™ was first
suggeated to Arch Mac Lelish,

Here then is my present situation,
At the end of my current pleture assignment (fiwe or six
weeks hence) I intend to fimish with movies for the
duration, provided of course that I can continue to do
& war job. I cannot, with a clear conscience, face the



mother whose son has been killed in Batsan nor the young man who is
doing his "hitch im hell® with the desert tank-corps unless I too,
within my abllities, am doing my utmost. Neither large tax payments
nor occaslonal appearances at army camps and Bond selling rallies
ean really take the place of an all out job.

That, though, 1s it to be?

There seem to be two altermatives, One is to go back to
Washington with 0.C.D. or with O.W.I. both of which have been
suggested,and elther of which would preeent the possibility of
doing a Job which can make & lot of senme. The other im to go into
the army.

While I wus in Washihgton this laet time I had a long §
conversation with Genaral Yount of the Flying Training Command
and he indicated that he would like to have me as one of his
8pecial Bervice officers, However upon taking my physical
examination I discovered that there is a mcar tissue condition
in one of my lungs, which, though it does not affect my physical
conditicn, is nevarthelese dlsqualifying and necesnitates a
waiver, In addition, the report on my application carried the
ootation that I had been investigated by the F,B.I., that I was
controversial, and that any requests for a walver would probably
have to go before a military board, Purther conversation with
General Yount led to the decision, in which we both concurred,
that such & request might lead to further unpleasant publicity
which would de no one mmy good and which would curtall the
effective carrying out of the job he had in mind for me. This
was, to eay the least, unfortunate,

This leavee the alternative of enlisting ms a private, I
would jump at this if I thought that there waz a chance of my
belng aseigned to actusl combat duty, but in view of my age(41)
and the lung condition there is the decided possibility that I
would end up at some very routine desk job. Such desk jobs are
necessary, of course, and I hesitate in the face of this pomsibility
only by comparison with what might be a more effective job on the
outside. Bn the other hand, the very fact of my snlistment se &
private might have excellent repercussions in many directione,

It is on this very difficult point that I sapecially mesk your
advice,

There is mlways the chance, of course, that they won't
take me even as a private, in which case Washington or a defense
factory le the only remaining solution. However I would deeply
appreciate your thogghts on the matter before taking the next
step.Bslieve me I would not burden you if I did not think that,
in view of what has happened, whatever I do from hers out is apt
to have certain implications in relation to yourself, the President
and the Administration effort in gemeral.

FYorgive me and thank you,

As always,

MD/11 Ne
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