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R7da Parlti JI.Y. 
June 4, !Ml 

1 Mtl~:t"" 
Dear Mr.A DoU«l" • 1 

Thlo la a pathe\lo lett•r. I knov t ha 
wan'a aother-ln-lav, ~ nd she 1A ~ flne 
ollt lacl7. 

I knov no thlng about th1o m~n , Ancl coul~ 
not tlnd out unl~•• I turned hl& letter 
oYflr to the ni. 

MaYa rou an7 •AJ or flndlnR out whether 
he la a ooacrunlat, and lt there la 
no th1nr. A(&lnat hta, lt 70u would he 
able to f lYa hlm a letter vhl nh • oul d 
R~t t. la aoae kind or vork' 

I Wlll h~lp lD &D7 V&J pos•ihl~ And l t 
> 10u think I ahould aend hlo lONe aoney, 

I v111 f!lo dly do •o. I do not like to 
~o an7thlnp ~1thout knowlftR aore about 
h11.1 , 

I do no ~ llke to bother you when I know 
you do 10 aunh, but I hate to turn h1L~ 
do·. n wi thou t Ol8klng an effort. 

Ver7 cordially 7ours, 

-f 
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.-. 10, lMl 

-., ....._ tor J'OV ....,.n a 
.... ~ Gabon. I IIIPIIMla .. M ... 

~ ..... ,- 7'0a .., u.. llftl• Pl....,. •uet 
,_ .,.. Ml.q tor b1ll. 

~,....... 

Ur . li:P.l vyn Oout:lo n 
"141 :>en,l.IR :l<:od 
tc3 nnc..cl u5, C..-.U!. 
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~1ELVYN DO U GLAS 

Jllne 18th, 1941 

Dear Mra . RooaeTel t: 

1 I haven't been able to ootabl1oh 
whether or not George• de Gombert 11 a Co~un l atr 
ThP. Mo t ion Picture Relief Fund, whieh i z fsmiliar 
with hie caee, doea not question cllenta • • to their 

1 poll tical A!t'iliatlont bec~tua& thie would be die­
erlmlnati6~:. 

I 
Ae you will Judse b~ the enoloaed 

reaume, the ~~otlon Picture Relief Tu,nd hat~ been 
and are doing whatever they can. They think well of 
b!m and are endeavoring to find hla employment . I 
don't thiftk it ie n~ceeaary tor 70U to eena hi . .., 
an7th!ng. You m&7 root aoourod that I will do what 
I ca.o ehould there be &n ope ning f or him. 

Wi th kindest per eonel rer.ard~ , 

7141 Sonalda R,lld 
Loa Angel ee, California. 
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MOTION P.CI'()JIE RELIEF JIVND, Inc. 

June 13, 1941 

llr, Ral ph Block 
707 North Alpine Drive 
Beverl y HUla , Call.fo rnla ll! l!E: DE COIIDn\T, GEORGES 

Deez atr. lllock: 

In r eply to yOur ~equeet f or a resuce of the Fund 's 
contact with tho above captioned oan, we au'bn1t the followi.ne>: 

f 

lA~ . de Oombert applied t o- the \fot1on Picture Rolte-t 
Fund for asei eto.nce on Uo,y 24, 1937. Ue ,.-:e,a than a. 
s1118l e man, u.nempl oyed, end i n poor hcnl t h . Ho bed 
'been under the Ctu"O of hla porsontU physician for a 
nucbor of weeks rece1v1ne treatment for a severe ato~h 
condition. 

Ur, de G¢gbert Wt\8 born in i'ranCO in 1901, where he "aa 
~eared end educated: aerved. i n the J'ronch army from. 
1917 to 1918: COJliO to United st .. teo in 1921, and to 
Cali fornia in 19Z4. Prior to entering the i ndustry, 
he hc.d been a writer, newspaper reporter, lllld archeolo­
gist. Ua.n wns on actor, write r, technical advisor, 
and story edl tor i n pieturea. Followin&: a reference 
chock which cetabliehod cl1cio1li t y , !Jr. do Gombert was 
ei von aid during t h e yellZ' in the cmoWlt of $77 • 

I n tho fall of 1938 llr . do Go.llbort returned f or aaaiat ­
ance, havine been carried elnce the prevloua contact . 
Btu wi:f'e wao expecting to bo confined 100mentarllyi the 
eaae waa accepted tor hoapital care for Ure. de Gombert 
and maintenance -tor the fecil y . Interoittent ua1at-
anee was granted until July, 1939 , when the case waa 
aoUn cloaed. 

In JanWU'}', 1940, Ur , do Gomber t fM od a period of un­
omploymont and O&f11n applied to tile Fund for help. 
Aid, 1ncludine ful l care, waa extended for four montha, 
Y-hen, due t<> the enormoue deotUtda made upon the J"und, 
it waa nocoaaary to wuggoat referral to another agency 
and the eaae was eventually tranefer~ed to S.R.A. 

There haa boon no contact with thia caee aince Novo~ber, 
1940, until the preaont r~opening. 1.1r. db Goabart waa 
int erviewed thie .momi~ fol lowing our telephone e.all 
to h im roqucot1ng hit> to CDJ.l at tho Fund office . Ro 
haa worked vory little in pic tures a i nco we laat ••• 

\ . 
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MOTION PlcrUIIE BRI.IEII JltJND, Inc. 

llr. Ralph Block - Pu:a 2: 

him , but reported. that he had endeavored. to ma.intain 
himoolf and. fo.r:U~ tb.roueh Unecploymont Co"J))neation 
Benofite and odd. joba. He contionod. two wooka' oc­
ploymont in the aooo::ob~ line of tho ~ord llot.or Cor>­
P8Zl:l at Lo~ Beach, Oal.1!ora.1.al he waa di1101111d •• 
he ""' not conoidorod otrong onoue~> for tho r6qllirod 
labor. 

Wr. de Oo=bert ia a well educated, genteel oan. •• 
belieYe he haa cade every e!'f'ort to aocu.re work. In 
addition to hi e above cont1onod qualificationo, he 1o 
equipPed to tcn.ch !Tench. servo ae M interpreter, or 
act "" cbauffeu.r. lie 18 n nntllral.i•od Arlel'lcan Citizen , 
havi~ received hio oecond popera ln 1929. Rio mother 
1>11d one aiater otill rooido in Frnnco. Prior to tho 
wo.r they aent h1z 111&11 oruma frol'l til'lo to time but 
there he.a been no lncoce froa that aource for l"..ft.ll)' 
oontho. We boliovo that Ur. do Goobort ia dooorvlng 
of anything that can be dona for hio. l'lnnncinl 
expendit~>rea to dote total $602.10. 

i'he caee hAs bean reviewed by the Executive Comlttee 
and wu accepted tor four weeka1 eue in the proaent. 
ocorgoney; 1t will bo reviewed at tho end of t hat · 
period. We are aaaieting tho fnmily in moving into 
mora duirAblo living Q\lD.rtero, providing food, nnd 
have referred Ur. do Gombert to n dontiat for x-rnye 
and oxtro.ct1one. Mlleh are oorely needed. 

It there 1a AAY fUrther infornation yol\1 with ploaao 
do not hod ta to to call 11pon ua. 

Wi th kindeot roeardo, we nro 

Very truly yo>llrt, 

L'OTIOI/ PICroRJ: lll!!LUJ' MID, n'C, 

_{Jj:J., ... ~· 
IIUU 114Sl!OR, 
Execu~ive Secretary 
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r.-...rr 23• 1942. 

Dear lor. Do-.lu• 

It. •• 'fV'1 klnd ot l'>" t.o 
wrUe • aDd I aweo1a~e 70V leUer. 

' 
Pl .... d4n1 t reas.,n. I"'­

,.,,. oooo pn>ftl t.be 'Ill,.. ot ,.,..,. work, 
' aDd I - too Ule att.aalr wu on • aa:l 

DOt on 70<1. or JOI.Il' 110rk. 

I bad - l.At.en<S..S ~ wt.1¥ 
l..Ddoor~el,)- aDd -· pl.aanlq to .... ltrl 
qtd.i.]¥ - t.be reor,.,U..U~:~e wu c-. 
plete. 

t.a.t ol.ihlo I •3p' •'nec! - Ule 
r..U.O ~ reaiODa tor rea~ and ., """" 
pl&D&U.oo or Ule attack OD Ule Ottioe or 
Cirllian u.r-. &Dd 1 aa a...,..u..s tv 
Ule ...-r or tela_.. ot ap~. Tb"~r 
~ an Wlderel.lnd1nc &Dd an appreo1at.io0 
or t.be whole q\MetJ.on - libera.J.a YWI'II.II 

reacU.onari ... 

11,1 l.oYa to Holen. s- one 
told • abe bed been 111 aod I l>opo abe 
1a wall a,un. 

I abell look rarwal'd ~ -a. 
,.,.. -,.,.. "~· 

T•rr al.no-17 ,....... •• 

lw. Lelvyn Douelao 
7141 Senalda Road 
Loe AneelesJ C~lifornia. 

I 
I 

~· 

/ 
I 

VDS 



. . .... 
MELVYN D OUOLAS 

Jiret ot all, alto• =~ to a~v ho~ 
unboUJldftd ie qy Ad•lrat1on of Ul" pohe and 
courA«8 which you hAYO ehow-c in tte1a pat.t 
tow dl!ficult weekt . thl• 1•, ho•ever, ~o 
=tore than all of ue hAV4 Cflme to e.xpeet of 
you. 

I wat Mdouo to '"e you aaain 
beforo I lett, but beeauoe of tho hurry and 
confut1on it ~n• not vo~~ib!~ . I tl~ w~n t to 
exyroee to you c:· conr•T"n over t~lP fnct that 
my coming into t}'.e picture tl&.}' potfitly l~ave 
!lad oomothln11 to do t:i th tho uproar thnt 
took place, and tl') C:.tturs r.,-, thot nt art$ 
time ~ou or nrnn Lno41t f ool thne ~ atepplnc 
out of the picture would tn any wny aimnlify 
m.o.ttert. :-rou bt\ve onl:r tn c.dvhe oe ~ceord1ngly . 

I agrel'! eo prof oundly "t •.h yl")1\r atati'!':)Pnt tn 
tlle ort•ct thot >he job to be <!one by t.'le 
Of'flce of C\\"illa.n Df'f .. nfl"' 1• t,oo toportc.nt to 
be 1D any wn,:· ha."lprrod by conr1d~rat1o:u o! 
per·ton~t-11 t 1~• • 

.\t ~et·\ krl.ow, I dld Mt ~ant to 
r ftturn her• . but Ntvtn~ contreoetu.al obllg­
~t1one , the poal tlc~ wat a dl!!lcult one. t 
te~l. howeYer, that the phaae ,r the activity 
wi th which I ~ concerned te 1n good ~,er­
ial h,r.ndt e-nt'i t hat. t rM ~· o~ 1nt•,.!.~--·n• 
~•s1•te~c• fro~ thit eo4. 

I. NO tM61 nt; t1 copy of th1P to 
Dellll J.an41t, lcnowln.• t'>nt he "Ill " '.lr•• tll&t 
the ettectiv~neat o! OCD i t At oll timet the 
rtret coct1d•~rct.1on. 

H•len Joint ~• In wOJ,.~tt(J?"o' /Ar / 
a!!ee tlonate ATett1nt•· ~ 

Stncer 
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ltJM :u. 11M2 
I 

O.ar Jtr, JJouaa-o 

_; 

I aa enol001ln.: let.\ere, tn 114dl.\1CIIl 
~ tbOM -t 7<N 011 ltJM 18, t~ Ill', :<tl~i 
O.nbaoo, V1-..a1olellt., l!niYeroal Arr,Iilc. 

W -· or tbe llallAt~ - · de ll<lnW Carlo. 
1 hope ttoa~ ,..... will bo eble ~ tH ltr, o.nbMo 

and would wrr •ato oppnclaw your cloi n& eo, 

Yery o lnoerel;r yoW'II, 

l _llr. llcl vyn Dou,:las { 
O!tice of CiYI.llan Do!tnse 
'tiashl.ne;t.on, D.C . 

/ v' J 

J.lrs . llooacvolt' s no~ 1 Sond nll l et lora t o l!t'. Dougl•• nnrl Ask .if 
h' ~ould see hi~. 

Ene: Le ~. ~'unJ 1? fro~ ur. Denhf_a to Ul•' ibompson 
!Al. Ua:y 7 troa l!r. Donhoo (asklne to sec !:zoo, qoosevelt) 
Let. Feb , 24, ft010 J . Ucnbert;tr Dovio, introc!ucing llr . Donho.~ 

0 

• 



Sept- 11, 1942 

O .. r lie l "7D I 

I do n.' t think it¥ adYico 1o vary 1110h &ood, lolt 1 oholll.d ~ lncliDK to try to onllot 
&M tMn, 1! )'Oil oro turr...t do.,., 1 ..,..ld try , 
tor tho 0'11. It ooou to •• tho - uaotlll. opot, but I tool >ith the objootlono •hich hava been ralaed, if you onoe otter to enllat, it w~-ul4 put 7ou 1ll an t.prapbl.a poaltlon. 

ll,y loft to Hol"" an!l the children. 

l 

Yr. ijalvyn Douglas 
7141 Sanald.a Drive 
Los Ant ales, Ca 11!. 

0 
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MELVYN DO U G L AS 

IIJoo, Jruldin 1), JoOII'VOl t 
lbito Joooo 
l'uhio«ton, ll, O, 

ll;r de&r llro, Boooenlto 

I 
lept .. bor 7, 1' 42 

I nee4 7our advice. !o be clear, 
I ohall bavo to rotnoeo tho put fft aontho, 

I wae one of those who cl.-ored 
-.oot lou41T for tbh couot171 o tull ,...ucl!"'tlon l.n tho 
oar, ud, wlth tho adYOnt of Poorl lliu'llor, I wu rooq to 
do whatever would be 11oot uootul, ICy flrat thought wao 
tho &1'1\T but before l W&o ablo t o ll&lco oueh adJuotmODh 
aa enllatment woul~ have entailed, the o.C.D. job came 
up, !heu cue the attack oa all of ua &lXl troa that po1Dt 
on it •••ed 1101t lllportant, .for tbe aake ot eYer,rthiD& 
and 8YIJ'70DI concerned, t,o put other cona1derat1one 
aalde and t o concentrate on aannine th~ suna for o.c.D, 
and acalnot tho•onlporo~ 

At thla writing, the •enipera• 
are u.na."bl e t-o lq their banda on turtber a.:ru.ni Uon 
ODd thO nall Job which l 11t out to do hal oot&bl1oho4 
Ito own loclco oo much oo l.n fact thot tho tffleo of 
l'ar lnfol'll&tlon h conoldorio« talctnc ovor I to two aoot 
i•portant parte • 1.1. ne l'ar Wrl tera J oard aad the JDan 

in IQ' of fiCO who 1\aa lloOD handline tho £raphleo "TOlUDtooro•, 
!blo lo a oonolblo atop Ia ao auch ao the chief uoo of 
thooo "talanto• baa boon in eonnoetion with tho iaplomontatlon 
of £0TII"DaeD.t lnfonaatioa &Ad ther·e.fore Q,W,J, lhould u.ke 
a 101eh wider uoo of tho11 than bao O,C,D, Tou will 
r .... ber that the idea ot utill« a •talent pool• • •• tlret 
ouggoate4 to Arch ll&c Loioh, 

B:ere then lt q preeot t1tuat1o~~; . 
"t tho omd ot .r current plctv.ro uiiCDIIWDt (fiwe or ol:l: 
wooto honco) I intend to fililh with aovleo for tho 
durat loa, pro•14ed of oourtt that I can continue to do 
a war Job . I caonot, with a clear eoneclence. taee th.e 

I 

I 



..,u.ol' 1!booo ooa bu ... _ 1<1110<1 la lataall aor U.o 70""C ..., 1!bo 1o 
4ohc hh "'IUcll la boll• wlU. U.o 4oool't taalr>eol']lo W>looo I too, wlthl.A rq a'oUt tloo, u 4o1DC rq utaoot. l ot thor larco tu po!po1>to 
aor oecaatoaal _......, .. at arrq c.po all4 Jou oalltoe nlltoo caa J'eall7 tol<o U.o plaoo of ., all out Job. 

lbat, \houcb , to tt to 'bo' 

!boro o- to bo two altoraathoo , ODo 1o to co ....,It to 
Waohlacto.. wt U. O.C, D, or wt U. 0.11. I, 'ooU. of ""tell bon booo 
ouccooto4 , all4 otU.or of which would proo .. t U.o poootbtllt7 of 
4o1Ac o Job o!llch .., aol<o a lot of ooooo. !bo othor 1o to co l1>to U.o arrq. 

l'hl.lo I ""' to llaohBoctoo thio toot tlao I had a loDe 
coanraatloa with O.Ural Towat of tho 'll'bc !ralaloe Co.......t 
all4 ho ladlcate4 thot ho would lilto to ho•o .. ao ooo of hh 
lpoolal lonlco oftlooro. llow ... or "'"" taltlDC rq ~otcal 
•~lcatloe J 41aco•ere4 that there 11 a acar tleeue conditio~ 
la oao of rq lW>CO, wblc.h, thoi>O> 1t 4ooo 1>ot attect rq ph:fotcal 
eoadltloa, to a ... ortholooo dlotaaltt)iac aa4 aocoooltatoo a 
wahor. Ia udltloa, tho report on rq applicatloD earrlo4 U.o 
aotatloa thot I had booo ta .. ootlpto4 by tho r.a.r. , thot t ""o coatro• orolal , aod tbat ai>Y ro~oot1 !or a wat•or would probably 
ha•e to «o before a a111t&rJ" board.. ~ther couereatlon with 
O.Ceral Yount led to the 4ee1alon., b wbleh • • both eoAeurrecl, 
thot ouch a 1'1~oot alP,t lead to !Urtho1" UDpleaaaot pu.bllc l ty 
whlch would do DO oao aay cood all4 which would CIU'tatl tho 
otfoctl• o .....,.till! out of the Jo'o ho had tn al1>d for u, '1'1111 
" "'• t ,o 1q the leaet, ufortu.o.ate. 

!blo loaYOo U.o alt01"D&tlYO or ODlhtlDC ... p1"1nto, I 
would JU11P at U.h 1! I U.ouaM thot U.ore wao a cllaDeo of rq 
'botac aoolcae4 to 110tual coabot duty, but h Ylow of rq ~(41) 
ao4 the lUJIC coadltloa U.oro lo tho 4ooldo4 poootblllty that I 
would ODd up at ooao YO'f'l routl~>o 4oolt Job, "'cl: dool< Jobo are 
DOCOOaa'f'l, of couno , and I heottato h U.o foeo of U.h pooolblll~ 
oD17 'by c_.-loOD with what al,.t 'bo a ao!'o of!octho Job Ol> tho 
outol4o. "' U.o oU.o!' hal>d, tho •ort fact of rq "'llotae1>t ao a prl•ate al«bt ba.e excelleut repercu••lon• 1D ~ dlrectlon•. 
It 1o oa thh Yl 'f'l 4lfftcult polnt that I oopoot&l17 ooolt 70U1" 
ad•ice. 

!here 11 al• q• the ehaDce, ot courae, Ul&t t.hq won't take • .-Hil &I a prlnte. 1a whlcb cue Waahla,;toa or a d..tenae 
facto!'y 1o U.e only ....,in l"' oolutlo~>. llowo¥Or I woul4 doop17 appreciate yOU!' thatlbto 01> tho aattor 'boforo tal<lDC tho au:t 
otop.Jou ...... I -ld DOt llolriOD 70U 1! I 414 DOt thll>li: that, 
1A •l ... of ohat hao happoao4, whatOYO!' I do r .... ho ... out lo apt to ha•e cortala t.pllcatlono 1a 1"1latlon to youroolf, th• Preol4ol>t 
&D4 tho Adalotltratlo~> otfo1"t 1o co~>or&l. 

¥TJ/ll 
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