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Sauttle, J.sh,
May -mi, lodl

’T,'. W el

dy dear ﬂr.hﬂruisur:

L ur Jetter w.s furw.rded to pe here «nd
in wy coluwn .alen -1ll .ppear on « . nday,
d.y Sth, tnere . 1il appesar um explunstion
of the wist.ke -hich 4.8 «.d¢ in the ase
of you: n..e,

I m sure this wmist ke cccurz in only one
Tt ol the 2ouutry becwuse my own copy of
the colwan 3. .tus toc nuwe currectly as
Thecdore Dipler. e 1s the nephew of un
0li frieni o1 mine, <1ss i.ry Drefer, .ni
is . professor st Biuek 4u.nt in College.
It m.y be thut some one in th. United

Pe ture Syniic.te thought h. wus correcting
me, but I ¢.n not bulleve thut thit 1, true,
I aupu it w.s onliy in certiln places th-t
this mist.ke was u.de to emburriss you.

4s to your fecling, there is n. use, of
course, of ay t.ying to discuss thit boecul:
you ure undoubteily bettur informed .nd
bh.ve thoroughly e .nvasaei the situation.
all that I can do 15 to st te my osn feells

I h.ve known Grest Britain anl the British
people for & long time, I aiso know the
b.d conditions in cert in places. I also
know our o«m country wery «e¢ll uni the bad
eaniitions here, 1 kno. €inada nd Cunud.
I koow a.ny dustrall ns ond Mew Zeul.nlers
~-nd South Africuns. lhe only part of the
Ewpire that I .ould fesl dil mot n.ve full
representation “nd independence is Inifa ur
4 think th.t 411l eome¢ very soom.

The conditions .nich you evilence .re much
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o b. deplored, bulL so :re m.ny coniitiens

in our osn country. They result from wsorlid
conditions nd the in.b.lity of humbzn beings
to meet cortuin cnanges in civili:zatlom
quickly eacugh to mest husan Bucds. I think
¢ have wude sow.: lmprovements. I uo Bo
more sutisfied with these conditions thun
you = @, but I do not consider tiut Gruat
Britcin &s fighting .n tmperi.listic wur.,

I do feel, ho.ever, thut for the future of
the soprld 1s it vastly fwportunt th.t Great
Britain wiam this war und t. ut the suny Dum-
ocricies thut h ve c.a. under Hitlur's rule,
be restored to independenca.

I cin mot imagine that L would bs e.sicr
in ths future to move fora.rd in euop.rutiom
with =4tler thn in coop.ration #ith Great
Britaia, Ewen Rus:fa I think, #4111 find
this out in tiwe. MKiny of us +ho had hop.d
that the Aussien experivent might be an

ex .pple to the iurld, have h.d to Fezlize
thsat the people there are unsble to be this
example .t present and tuat the leudership
s Just as surely & Jictutorsilp as cny of
the othars today.

Une nev.r h.s the oyportunity to choose
perfeetion. un: wlw.ys h.s to choose between
two things, neith . of which is probably g ing
to be all th.t one eculd hope fur, This
present world situ tion louks t. me liku th.t,

I ,uitc underst .nd your position ni h ve no

quarrel with it .nd I cc:t.inly .ouid not

a at to m.ke 1L dppedr t.ut you .re om any

more friendly terms ~itn us tu.t you re lly
re, «und s I h ve correctu. this fmpres.ion
«8 far 8 I ecould, althouzn I wm net Pus.on-




sible for wiat I ws sure 4s a typogr.phiecsl
error, or sowe ux's desire to"correct® my
O S0slu,

Veiry sipcarely yours,




B s "T@“}?J{ -~y

'] i) )
| THEODORE DREISER ll e il o By

1015 N, King's Rd.,
Hollywood, Calif,
April 25, 1941,

Mre., Franklin Delano Roosevelt, /J ../f!

The White House,
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mra, Roosevelt:

‘ Only recently I have been
recelving duplcate coples of your Day colum of
(I judge) Wednesday, April 9. ¥ou say:
"After dinner Mr, Theodore Dreiser showed us some
of his slides of Black Mountain College, near
Asbeville, N, C,." This, of course, is ome
of those unintentional errors, which, in spite of the
best efforts of everybody, befall all of us. For,
while I am familier with Asheville, I never even
heard of the Black Mountain College, and could no
more manage an educational slide talk than I eonld
climb Mt. Everest, L can only fear that the warld
is cursed with a second Theodore Dreiser, or that
at best there 1s at large another man bearing my
name, in which case I extend to him my profound sym-

pathy,

Unfortunately, the purpose of this
letter is somewhat more seriocus than this explanation
implies, for, if there were no more involved than Juat
a simple error in the use of a pame, and the time in
which we live was not so strenuous, I would not be
trmhlinf you., But the fact is that I have an indiv-
idval following in America which has come to balieve,
-and quite correctly, that I am strenuously opposed to
the esent views and policiea of your husband, the
President, in regard to England and our support of
that ire on the ground that it is not only itself
demooratic - which it is not - but the world'a chief
defender of Democracy and ocur own m%an'n first line
B9 R Rooeevat s BET 0T 299, SoRteRTions, 88, oxpronged
followers, are held by me personally to be not only
erronecus but fantastiocally so, As I oonstantly
insist, and as you persona ly omat know from reading
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any competent history of England - early of modern -
that it is no more democratic than is Germany ar
Japan &% this moment and has not been so, It has

not only ignored but fruatrated any dream that its
ovn English masses (to say nothing of those of its
colonials, which lack, as you know, remesentation

of any kind) have ever had of either equality of
education or oppartunity, andif the same are not
fundamental in any theory or prattice of democracy

I stand open to correctiom and hereby apologize for
my ignorance, Pergconally I have been at great pains
to travel on foot in England through its mining and
manufacturIng sections, as well as the slum districts
of London, Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield,
Glascow, etc,, and I assure you, if you have not

done the same, that for an Empire that for ocne hundred
and rifty years has been boasting of its dominance
(Rule Britannia), its wealth and power, the condition
of these regioms and the English people of these same -
men, women and children - is shameful in the deepest
and most condemnatory sense of that word, And that
any Fresident or American official elected by the
votes of the masses of this country should seek to
establish as a truth in the minds of Americans that
Englend is in this or any other c¢risis the foremost
representative of Democracy is - funless ignorance,
and, not only that but profound ignorance, not to

8ay deliberate misrepresentation- is the basic reason
of the same ) beyond my understanding,

Admiring the Presideyt as I have for a
number of his efforts to better the state of the
American, I cannot follow him here, And I am
prornunﬂ.iy worry to have to even smiggest this in
connection with one so broadly humen and ingquiring.
However, my book America Is Worth Sav sets forth
all this in much greater detail, en I am wrong
or have deliberately mis-stated anything there, I am
open to libel - and thus far no 1ibel charge has
been filed against me,

It follows from the above - that is,
holding these views that I do - and having expressed
the same from various platforms in America - that
however welcome I might be to show social welfare
8lides in the White House or at Hydé Park, I would
not either politically ar sociologically ochoose to
do 8o lest my being there should infer that my in-
telleotual opposition to your distinguished hméband's
political and international military and ideological
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program in respect to England and America 18 not as
deep-seated as it ias. And I do not wish my friends

to fesl that way, Rather and most earnestly I wish
them to nnderatand that as much as I admire Mr,
Roceevelt for some of his efforta, I feel called upon

to indicate clearly and forcefully that I hold no mental
part or lot with his English thecories. In fact,
personally, I hold that the English aristocracy and
leadership, based as it is upon the mental and financial
gubjection and hence slavery of the English masa in
England, not to mention thoe beyond the borders of
England proper, are two things which deserve not aid
from America but destruotion, and that we as Americans,
perfeotly capable of looking after ocurselves and our

own ideals, should oppose rather than favor any ald to
England unless and unfil it should definitely and
finally agree to reorganize’ ifeelf along purely democrat:
ic lines - agree with others, that is to free the seas
of naval domimation by itself or eny other natiom -
abolish primogeniture, titles, class as opposed to

mags education and to establish equal pay for equal
work for all English men and women, as well as work

for all, old age pensions, ete, etc., throughout
England and all of her coloniea. Incidentally

Idia, Egypt and other of her slave colonies should -
be released end permitted to set up independent govern-
I:Ilﬁ.'llt.!-

This agreed to and signed, I would be in
favor of American aid to England and her truly dem-
oeratized colonies - but not otherwise,

- However, since this program so radiecally
conflicts with what the President appears to have in
mind most certainly I regret and personal ly must seek
to dispel any illusion in regard to such happy sccial
and mental accord between myself and your distinguished
family and company as this errcneocus, and I am sure
acecidental, reference to my slide showing talk in your
home would imply.

Let me add, in: tloéing, that my respect for
you as a free minded and liberty loving woman is of
the highest type, Among other things I may add I
am deeply touched by, as well as respectful of, your
sincere and so loving devotion to all of your children
- come what may,

Cordially and once more, if you don't mind,

respeotfully, ;
D::‘n ¥ i _n""""%"‘i g"-ﬂulw




Dear Yr. Dreiser:

I have your letter and the
enclosure and I think it would be won-
derful to put on & serlies such as you
suzpest. HNo government wgency will
dure to sponsor it nom, 1 fear, becuuse
Congress has teken to calllng «ll soclal
interests, in war time, "boondogyling".
Obviously, the Chlldren's Bureau or
Soelal Lecurity should do it, and you
might write iilss Katherine Lenroot of
the Children's Bureau, and lr. Faul
MeNatt of Federal Security., If they
can not do it, why not pet 2 commercial
backer?

It would seenm to me to be
eivilian mobilization work, but Deun
Landls will not be able to buck Congress
elther, I fear,

Very sincerely jyours,

kr, Theodore Lrelser
1015 N. King's Road
Hollywood, California.

VDS
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Il am enclesing a copy of a
%Uf M%utter that I got up to send to Fowler Harper of
he Tniversity of Indiana in the hopes that he
-./f-'u dif' might inter est Harry Hopkins or one of the Washingtaon
e authorities who happen to be inter eated in the
prohlnm of the child in America, But it occurs
'l'" to me now, in wview of the fact that the welfare of
the child in America is one of your chief interests,
Hl,{!\.;{r hat 1 shomld have sent this letter to you first,

My purpose, for some time, has
been to [repare a series of radio programs which
would demonstrate the key position of the child in
the future progress of Amsrica, and this lette
whiech 1 enclose was written in order to outline
the nature of that program and its value to Amerdca,
My thought is that if this program as outlined appeals
to you as a direct method of influencing thought in
Amer ica you might be willing to aid me in obtaining
a national government radio spemser for it. I
think it 1s hopeless to take 1t up with local sponsars
here in California because they have commercial
backers who do not usually have the vision necessary
in connection with a plan of this kind,

My hope is that you may be sufficlent-
ly interested to advise me how to get this done, The
preliminary dramatization of these scripta for radio
will be done by me, but, of course, will be smbject to
gpch necessary revision as any particular program di-
rector would think advisable,

Sincerely,
—nl o-Fora ,?M

D:r
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. I sant to wili yoo 4T un ope of yor tirips to ‘ushington
yon wonld- fird it possible wd convenient to tulk Lo ilurry licpkins,
It s sbmt 4 serlesa of rudlo roprams I luwe dran np und In shich
I think he +ill he interested, The Federul povenment, yon probahly
know, hus been sponsaoring sore really ezoellem t jro rang, and s
my series deuls with jroblems thut I believe ure v itul to the
health of the nation, I wunt to intcrest the jpoverrrent in produc-
ing them,

I do not know Hurry liopkins, bnt from all [ luwe heard of
him his sympathles are deep und uwccepsible, wund he stunds for the
beat thut the administration has offered in speclal propress,

The povernment opgrana no/ aon the wir do not touch the
muterial I huve in mind, Yiine cconcerns ltself atriectly uith
thoae hurdy perreniols of social injpetice urd neplect that tlorive
in and ont of war, Bt man sndienly tukes on & new vulne in
wurtime , and people ure readier to see thut he who is pericdicully
culled upon to defend his conntry mmst betueentimes look teo his
jjovernment for help in svwch things as the care of his teeth, to
mention bnt ore. A8 was pointed ont in the ‘moreme Conrt decislun
in the California Okie cuse, sinee poverty does notb except 4 pun
from serviny in the army in wur tirme, netfther shold it restrict
his movements in tive of peace,

I am especial ly intereated in the plight of chiliren,
ilmost all of the following svwbjects ure either spocifically ar
indirectly conecerned with children, I shull &lways ‘see the chiild
ug the seed com, and the everyday neplect thut weukens the aeed
will in time wewten the crop, which is the nation, So far 1t has
alvuys been tre that yesterduy'sa child is tomorrow's gsoldler,
and I propose to dramatlisze the cornditims which huve prodnced so
mich poor vislaon, poor teeth, bud hearts und Jdiscaged lvngs and wealk
bones in toduy 's soldiera or re jectecs,

day vhat you will, tlere never will be ehaygh money in
the averye imerican home to saleymard the avery e .gericun testh,
Tnder the bast of conditions, w.ith the wy e eurner employed and
the children well and strong, the wife thrifty wnd intelli-ent,
there are ledke in the domestic dike thut appeur years later in
defective visla, rhewmatic heart, kidney aillments, Imt nrd er
the mn of the mill of pood und lud conditioms, we've ot thut
poor ane-third of o« rmtion always 'dth va,

Far years in books, in urticles und from pmblie platformsa,
I have been usking why. lNow why cunnot the federul povernment

ask why over the radio? why not a series o the perennial evils,
well doo'mented and well drumatized, sponsored by the Department of .
agrioulture?

: Let s nare sore of the s b .
wrl tten seripts ar huve gifted mta;lmjiu;:ul;mnr

Whidh I have ulr eady
atory to doing so,
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1, Malmutrition among children.

2, Need for dental clinioa.

3, Government snbsidies for the middle bracrets for

medicine on the liayo plan.

4. Effect of slnm howsing on prowing children.

%, leed ror rmnicipalization of milk,

6, liigh burial rutea effecting lover lucuie fuud lles.
7. Delinymency umorg liegro children (urbun)
fi, Health of Negro children (Lonth)

9. EZducational neglect of migratory workers' children.
10. Children in street trudes, especially newsboys.
11, Children in the fields and factories.

12, Administration of wildows pensima.
1%, Refarm schools and colonies,.
14, Heed for revision of birth control luws,

These programs wonld cover & wide ureu ceopraphically,
fimnelal ly,and wonld indicate us many different ameriean onltores
as is convenient, The lexican fumily in Imperial Valley; the
French Conadian in Fall River; the Italiun miners in Canon City;
the urban health problem and the village nntrition problem;
children's testh in & Kunsas rural district; Degro meberna 1
mortality in a Sonthern city; orphanage children on Lnges headed
for the Colorado beet fields; the children of aliens picking
hops, thrashing beuns, thinning radishes...

The blijhtinpr of the seed curn...

Material Tor the seripts comesa from ull sides, From the
"little merchant” of 12 who sold me a newspuper on the bonlevard
last night; from the boy of ten vho hopped my car at the beach
last weds, He was so small that I wond ered whut wonld happen 1f
his nimbleness ever failed him and he fell wnder the wheels of a
- caT. I agked him, ™/Mat happans when "you get lmrt?" Ile larghed;
he said he was too barefooted to get hwt,

Sn I culled”the pvblishers. "hat happens vhen yoor little
efployees et rendown by o or?" They ans&ier, "They are not
owr employees -- they are independent contructors.” & boy of ten
an independent contractorl The newspagem'a will not assphme respon-
sibility for these mast dcfinseleas of ull employees, «hat an
indictment of oor opinion mudiers,

I as: the Indnstrial Accldent Conmumission, “.Jut happens to
the little newaboys vhen they get rmm dowmn by soneone, sdy, who
hasn*t any money to pay their hoapiltal ization?” Iamtold
that if the parents of the boy cannot puy it is usnally a charity
case, "Other employers puy compensation \hen un employee is
injured, why not the newspupers?" 1 ask, The Indnstrial acoident
Commission says that the newspapers have forpht responaibllity
so stremmovaly that it 1s only in rare cuses that they pay dams es,

30 now when & newsie hops my ear I eay to myself, "Jell, my
lad, yon are willing to tuke yorr chunces at being maimed for
1life 1like a man, bnt yon've got a imnch of smurt nedspaper lawyers
fixing up the words in yoor contract to permit the ntmost cantrol
S ‘withont making the newspaper liuble as un enployer, It's np to
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me and other drivera to dodge yom in traffic, and if we don't,
it's np to the community to pay for patching you up or burying
you, May God guard yon, my lad, becanse the newspapers won't and
the Accldent Commission can't,"

The other dey I was talking to a hookey cop who told
me that there 1s more delinguency and more absenceu dre to illneas
among boys with paper routes asnd selling papers on the streets,
It is not unusual for boys to rise in all weather between 3:30
and 4 A. M. and to return at 7 4. M.. Often too ill to attend
school, they nevertheless deliver their papers, HBefore goling to
school the boys of ten go back to bed for a short nap. If the
mother works, which is often the case, the children sometimes
sleep paat school time,

I nsed to etop at the corner of Santa Lonica Boplevard
and Third Street in Santa lionica to watch a 1litt le newsle stationed
there, He 13 a Negro boy who has loat the wse of his lega amd
site in a wagon with his shrunken helpleas feet straight oot in
front of him end newspapers piled around him, There are four
children in his femily similarly crippled, dre to a nutriticnal
deficiency disease, Often after the newsie sells out his papers
he waits for hours until one of his sisters or brothers with
gsourd legs comes to pull him home,

When he gets home to his bedraggled shoart street with its
many slow-moving arrogent flea-bitten dogs and the dirty shacks
that overflow children into the street, he is part of the free
magonry of children at play. I have seen twenty or thirty
children lined up along the curb, wnplanned, casually singing
spiritnals together, teaching the three amd four-year-olda to
keeppn key, They turn to games, and the crippled newsie is
given his turn to be it, I have seen people struggling in vain
to enter tain themselves, and I never watch them without thinklng
of the Negro kids lined up along the street singing their slow
powerful songs, and their dogas scratching, and the wagon-bound
newsie not excluded, but "one of them",

Fhere ere one million children below fifteen years who are
picking cranberries in Cape Cod, shelling pecans in Texas, and
hundreds of other jobs that bring them nothing but bent backs an
piecemeal educatlons,

what of the children? +hat of the seed corn?

-
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1015 N. King's R4,
Hollywood, Calif,,
April 14, 1942,

Mrs, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
The White House,
Waghington, D, C,

Dear Mras, Hoosevelt:

I appreciate greatly your
gerious consideration of my MNational Child Radio
Program and I moat gratefully welcome your

« suggestionsa,

- I mt Hr. Melutt and may
 personally address him, althoigh it may be
wiser to allow my friend, Fowler Harper, to
talk to him abont it.

Meantime, if any other
thought in comection with it should oeenr to
you, I would be deeply grateful if you world
advise me of the same,

Sincerely,

- Dir
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