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'f I· • I ' , ..,_ 
My de~r ~r. ,or~i~ur : 

Sa~t~ lu , .1 ... n . 
ll.<Y Jl 1. l.;•l 

.. u.r hot~ <Jr .. . .:; ! vr ... _r J .. r1 t v oe he re ~lld 
1n IM/ Co!Ulall .. :~icn .. 111 ··P~ ··- r on .. vmiay 0 :J. ,,y 6th, tn..,I'Eo . i ll -'l >P8u l' .. n \!Xpl.>ru.tioo 
ot t low 111-t-<le ·•hlch .t. s - . 1,; loth~ ase 
ot )'.JU : n ... -e . 

I • :sure th1:1 £~1st k,; occ~trs in only on.; 
)1 T~ ut tO- c. WttT7 b~C.o\l"il my v•lll CO)>Y or 
\b~ co1w10 s . . t~~ tn~ n ,~ CJrreot l 1 .s 
tb,odore Dnier. " " is t tul oc: huu of ,.n 
ol·J tri .. IU <ll ai.ne, •ius l.l.11"/ Dro1.::r, .n l 
1s . profe:.sor .<t Bl .. ok Uo.ut . io Collego. 
It • >7 bu t u ... t »O!:Ie one iu th.. Uni t~d 
P e tW'8 S711Jic .. ta th.:>U6ht h . w.1s c~ruetin& 
... bllt I e .n not b.:lio~vu t n .. t ti.>;t 1~ true. 
I b4p.: l l •~a on.l.y i n cvrt - in plaee.!o t l\..t 
tb1s ai~t~,; wo~s ~ .de t o embur r uss y~u. 

As t o your f eollnl, t he:re 1a n .. llSd , ot 
COW's8, of lly t .·ylng ~0 di:ICUSS t ha t bccuw 
JOU .. re undoubt ell7 bett~r into~ ~n~ IL.•• thoroucbly c ..n"'''"""l t oo ~ itw.tioA. 
~ll th~t I oan do 1~ t o it .to ~ o~ r~eJ~ 

I n .voil ltri·.Mn Gre .. t Br1~a1o :.n.J t~hu Br t:i~h 
~ple tor a looa: tiae. I ouo kn t he 
b- d cood1t10A& 1n cer t .in ploca. I .lso 
limo• our o .lll country Y<>ry wooll -.l11:1 tl:w b p4 
c 0Al1t1ons M re. I kilo .. C . .n .. du n 'i C..n..d. 
I koo• ~ Au~tr-li ns and Uuw Zedl -n Jera 
...Do1 Soutb .lfric..na. ~hot Ollly put ot the 
&ooplre t lult I .10\ll~ ro .. l d1J llOt n .. Ye ru.u 
z:,;pr•aeotut1on~ 1n:lopwndeuco is I nlla wL 
.1. thilllt t h .• t •1U COIZ!u v o r 7 a ooa. 

l'b e coadit1on~ .. n.ich ;rou • •1'1eoce " r" •uc:-. 



&o b~ ddp l ->l'e<i• bill ~o .. ro •~uy coo11t1ooa 
1n our o-n coun"r.r· 7ho7 r eaul t !row •or l d 
COltJ:1&1ona lld til~ 111-b . l1t7 of bl.Wrul beiJliJ 
to •••t c.;rt •• u cn.•ncen 111 c1Y1l1-<;'ltt.c. 
qll1Ckly OO.OU&ll t o Hilt llllii<Jll 11<~-'da . I t h1Ak 
. a hov v wo~do SOW.! ilapl'i>YOiliOllt s . I u lll DO 
• oro a a tiaflei oiitll tho.:~o c on11.t1ons t hws 
yo u - o • but I do no t con.si dwl' t llu t Gr., .. t 
Brltu.lD ls t'1gbt1.Di • .a llllporLlL&Uc w .. l' . 

I do teel. tao .:n er. t b .. t t or t n>s rutU'rO or 
l b.! • ot•!cl l s it , .• etl y l~:~port .• nt t h .• t Gruo~ t 
Brl&ala wta ~.:1 •~r and t . " t the~ 0~111-
00rdcloa lnwt bL~e o~~ ~&nier ttltl~r• ~ rule • 
•~ restor ed t o ludepunaence. 

I o .;.n aot l~N~J.lDO ,b .• t U o~~ould be o Aaiur 
1.D Ul':l t'lltlll'e t o IIIOYtl tor• . rd in C J'>J•- r u t. lOA 
•1~ .. Uln th . .a 111 c wop. roAtlOA Hi tb Gn nt 
Brlbla. &lt'vn llwl ~lll I tbi.nll:• ·• 1.!.1 t1nd 
UU.a out 111 tt.o>e. u.,Q;f o t' ua ~ho bod b o ~-·d 
'b~t ~~ &usoi~ oxpe~aat •lcht bo "n 
.x .apl o t o t he '" '"ld• h~ ve h-~ tu r~«l1~• 
' ho t t~ peopl~ tb~re .. r e unable t o bd t b ia 
- • •pl o . t pr• .. ont oAild t .D.lt th~ lo~dennlp 
l a Jua~ ;U aurol ,J' a J i ot .. Lor l<hlp us LllT ot 
t he otnora toda7. 

vn• nn vl' b .-a t lle O}•po:rtun1ty to choo:.ot 
JI01' f oOOt10A. VU.: c.lw ... y :. b Ill t o CllOODO 'blltw80J:l 
,,.o tiUDI(JI, DeUb • • of •bleb b "rob11bly c i nc 
t J be all ~b. t ODd c oulrt bo~u ro r . 7h1s 
pr. aon t • vr ld a1tu t 1oo lo-~s tv ~ li~u tb .t . 

I ,llit ~ un-it!rat .n .t yo ur lP II1t1oo. n l b Y v n o 
41l .. rro l • itb 1t - n:i 1 c .. , t .. 1.Dly ~o&.~ld n ot 
• n t t o awk• 1 t ""~'"r t .... t you .,zo., OA :J ilT -r• friendly teras .,ltn u~ t u.t you r e .U y 
r• und 11 I h vo c o,·r ... otu l thl~ !laprus .. .I.OD 

.. a f,,, • I e.;~uJ.J. ll lthJu~u I ~> Ill DOL 1'\l:i , on -

• 



aible f 1>r W1ut I ""' llll re 1a a ~y;>oCr~pllic B l 
err·~r , or ;o..,_., "~ '• 40i irG ~•correct• 10¥ 
co ... l J.&all . 

• 



Mra. PrADklin Delano RooaeYel t , 
The \fbi te House, 
waah1ngto~, D. c. 

Dear loire . RooaeYel t: 

1015 N, Kin8' a Rd., 
Hollywood, Callt . 
Apr11 25, 1941 , 

;oo 
Only recently I have been 

receirtne duplcate copies or your L;y Day colulllll or 
(I Judge 1 Wednesday, Apr11 9 . In it you say : 
"After dinner Mr , Theodore Dreher showed us some 
ot hie elides or Black Mountain College, near 
AeheYille, N, c. • This, or course, is one 
ot those unintentional errore, which , in spite or the 
beat ettorta ot eyarybo4y, befall all ot us. For, 
while I am tamil1ar with Asheville, I neyer eYen 
heard ot the Black Mountain College, and could no 
more manage an educational elide talk than I c~l4 
climb Mt. E-verest, 1 can only tear that the wcrld 
ia cursed with a second Theodore Dreieer, ar that 
at beat there is at large another man bearine ~ 
name, in wllich case I extend to him ~ protound &711t­
path)', 

'IJ'ntortunately, the purpoee ot this 
letter is somewhat more serious than tbie explanaUOil 
impllee, tor, it there were no more in'FolYed than JuSt 
e. simple error in the uae ot a name , and the Ume 1n 
which we 11Ye was not so strenuous, I would not be 
troubling you. But tba tact 1e that I baYe an indh-
idual toll owing in America wb lob hes come to be line , 
and quit. correotl)', that I am strenuously oppoeed to 
the preeent Yiewa and policieS or your husband, the 
Pr .. idct, in regard to England and our support ot 
that lllplre an the ground that it is not ooly 1taelt 
de-rtUo - 11111ch 1 t ie not - but the world• a chiet 
detcder or Deaoor&C)' aD4 our 01111 America• a tlrat Une 
detme-. All threehot th=~~1oontent1ona6 Bf IXDr .. le4 b7 Kr, ROOIIYil:t and 1ii ~ nrauya ae oo ate• e.no 
tollowere, are held by me pereoll.&ll.y to be not only 
erroneoue but te.ntaiUoall.7 eo. As I cane te.ntl)' 
ine18t, &114 u 7011 pareonail)' muat len"" troll\ readill6 



, 

r 

any competent h18tory or England - early a1' modern -
that it 18 no more democratic than is Germany ar 
Japan at this m0111ent and bas not been so. It has 
not anly ignored but rruetrated any dream that 1te 
own Ezlslisb masses (to say nothing or those or ita 
colonials, Milch lack, a s you knor, retresentation 
or any kind l have ever had or e1 th er equality or 
education or opp<r tunity, andir the same are not 
tunda.mental 1n any theiXrJ' ar practice or democracy 
I stand open to correoticm and hereby apologize tar 
my ignorance. Personally I have been at great pains 
to travel on toot in England through its mining and 
me.nuto.otur lng sections , ae well as the &1\11111 dis tr iota 
ot London, Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Shettield, 
Glasoow, eto. , and I assure you, it you have not 
done the same, that t<r an Empire that tor alS hundred 
and ttrty years has been boasting ot its dominance 
(Rule Britannia). its wealth and power, the oond1t1an or t beae regicms and the Ezlslillh people ot theae same -
man , wcuen and children - 111 shameful 1n the deepest 
and moat condemnatory sense or that word. And that 
any Preatdent or American otricial elected by the 
votes ot the masses or this country should seek to 
establish as a truth in the minds or A.mer loans the. t 
England is in this or any other crisis the foremost 
rep:resantative ot Democracy 18 - funlesa ignorance, 
and, not only that but profound ignorance, not to 
uy deliberate m.ierepreeenv. UQil;, 1s tbJ! baeic reaeon 
or the same l beyond f1f1 understanding. 

A.dm.ir1ng the Preside t as I have tar a 
nlmbcr or h is efforts to better the etate or the 
~loan, I cannot tollow him bere. And I am 
profoundly WOl'%7 to have to even suggest this 1n 
OCillleOtiCID with ale so broadlJ' humen and inquiring. 
Howner, lilT book .&..mer ioa Is Worth Sa vi~ seta torth 
all thte 1n Qlch greater detail, and i~I am wrong 
or have deliberately mis- stated anything there, I am 
open to libel - and thu.B tar no libel charge bas 
been tiled against me. 

It tollowe from the above - that il, 
holding the .. vien that I do - and having exprelled 
the auae traa varioua ple.UorM 1n .LIIIm'ioa - that 
however wloo11111 I mlltbt b e to 1how aootal weltare 
al14N 1n the WhUe llou .. <r at lfrdil 'Park, I would 
not eita~er poUUoally cr looiologioally ohoolle to 
do 10 lelt f1f1 being there should inter that f1f1 1n­
tellaotual oppoeition to Tour 4iat1ngu1ahed hulb&nd•a 
political and international ailitar,. and i4eolos1oal 
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program in reSpect to England and America is not as 
deep-seated as it is. And I do not wish my trienda 
to teel that way. Rather and moat earnestly I wish ~ 
them to understand that as much as I admire Mr. 
Roosevelt tor some ot hie efforts, I feel called upon 
to indicate clearly and forcefully that I hold no mental 
part or lot with his English theories. In :!'act, 
personally, I hold that the English ariStocracy and 
leadership, based as it 1e upon the men tal and :!'inane ial 
subJection and hence slavery of the English mass in 
England, not to menticm these beyond the borders o:!' 
England proper, are two things \<dlich deserve not aid 
:!'rom America but destruction, and the. t we as Americans, 
perfectly capable of looking after ourselves and our 
own ideals, should oppose rather than favor any aid to 
England unless and until it e.hould definitely and 
finally agree to reorgmUze ' Uedt along purely democrat• 
ic linee - agree with others, that is to tree the seas 
o:!' naval domimtion by itself or any other natiOD -
aboli$h primogeniture, titles, class as opposed to 
mass education and to establish equal pay :!'or equal 
wark tor all English man and women, as well as work 
tor all, old age pensions , etc , etc., tbro~hout 
England and allot ber colonies, Incidentally 
Idia, Egypt and other ot her slave colonies should 
be released end permitted to set up independent govern­
ments. 

This auelli to and signed, I would be 1n 
favor or American aid to England and her truly dem­
ocratized colonies - but not otherwise. 

· • However, since this program eo radically 
conflict& with hat the President appears to have in 
mind moat certainly I regret and personal ly must seek 
to dispel any illusion in regard to such happy social 
and mental accord between myself end your distinguished 
family and company as thiS erroneous, and I am sure 
accidental, reference to my elide showing talk 1n your 
home would imply. 

Let me add, ill• oloUng, the. t my respect tor 
you as a tree minded and liberty loving woman is o:r 
the highest type. Among other things I mey add I 
am deeply touched by, as well as respectful of, your 
sincere and ao loving devotion to all of your children 
- come what /DIIJif . 

Cordially end OllOa mare, it you don't mind, 
reapeottUlly, 
' D:r, 



!l.:l.rch J l, 1942. 

Oear ~r. Dreiaer: 

I have your letter and the 
enclosure und I think it would be •on­
der!ul to i·UL on h series auch aa you 
Slli:t:eat. No gover"""'nt ugenc;y will 
dlll'e to aponaor it now, 1 !e<~r, becuuae 
Congroao has t.eken to callin& ;,ll social 
intere.ta, in war tir.le, "boondobl!lin!!" . 
ObvioWil;y, the Children I a !Jureau or 
Social :..eourity llhould do it, and you 
Jldeht write llias Kllthcrine Lcnroot or 
the Children 1 a Bureau, and l.!r. l'aul 
llcl.tt or federal !Jecurit;r. It tha.r 
can not do it, •1\1 not 1:<1t a cotu:~arcW 
b&.cker? 

It would seu to ma to be 
c1Yill.l.n .aaobll1Z3t1on 110rk, but ~ 
Landis will not be uble to buck Congress 
either, I roar. 

Very oincerol,y yours, 

kl'. Theodore Dreiser 
1015 N. Kine 's Road 
Hollywood, California . VDS 

• 



/ fo:zJ; P, ;,, ((! 1-,( ~~~ dnf~o. ~ l'/' t../.-t.·,. :.:; 

C\t-1 .h.fi. t> <J~· oof~_fo<;~t{~ fi·J I r~.<t t'J I"(J[~fl·/.4l wf: , 
YAM 4tu.d.(&~.f.t:r ~~z.- t~ " 'd*,'~.' ~­
~ · ( • ./" -~Af , , ' (. r"Xt(~ -/,. " '' r:frri7il'Ct• . ~-.,......., t"-1' l.IJ<'. 'I' v'• 6 a . 
(/ ~.::rtd./.. (c-c.{., ; f cf.t r" ; 1../.e~u 1>- c-. ' '';- ~.,r < r: ,A(Jft 

'~)"' . 1015 N, King s Rd.,~f~,.:: 
.,f{j.Jf' il~'» '3-t f::t'r- (.I r• ,(, .. Hollywoa1 I Calif. • ·, ,.,., 

- ,~ 0 • h h---, March 19, 1942, r>~ .......... :1~ ·'-
.q.a .... <_ 'J.!, ~ ''-' - ,v, j f , 6/ 

Mrs, Mklin el~ - Ro velt, . / 
'.('he '.'lhite House, ' / /, ~ t-f-;~~ -/.. 13 (}! t"tt ... Cv. ( J..pA-(/1U4_ 
Washington, D. C. 1'/}A-· ' (/ • • . ' 

J!r']tJ--{tf $~~a.<-;&oe,c.el~- -::C, ~)0_.,· . f!, ,-:. l,t;/'"Vf.t-\ ~t./fJ 
1 ,__......., I am en clcs ill~ a copy ot a 

"'(/tt/F ~e. letter that I got up to send to Fowler Harper of 
·~~he University at I ndiana 1n the hope that he 

./,~ .t_.; might interest Harry Hopkins or one of the Washing ton 
"" authori tie a who happen to be interested in t he 

( 1 (.' t~problem of t he child 1n Amer i ca, But it occurs 
(t , •, r· • tff<'jto me new, in view of t he fact t ha t the welfare o1' 
./(, , ~~· the child 1n America is one of your chief interests, 
'f.J l l ',/...f[/~, , - ~hat I should have sent this letter t o you first, 

J {tf. rh . Hy purpose, for some tillle, has 
. t • been to prepare a series of radio programs which 

would demonstrate the key position or t he child i n 
the tuture progress of Al!l<lrica, and t his let tor 
'ft1lich I enclose was writt en in order to out.line 
the nature or that program and i ta value to Amertoa. 
My thought is that 1f this program as C>.tt11ned appeals 
to you as a d1reot method at influencing thC>.tght in 
Amoar ioa you lligbt be willing to aid me in obtaining 
a national government radio sponsor for it. I 
think it is hopeless to toke it up with looal sponsors 
here in California becatl8e they have commercial 
backers .mo do not usually have the vision necessary 
in connect1oo with a plan or this kind, 

My hope is that you my be surr1c1ent­
ly inter eated to advise me hot to get this done. Tbe 
preliminary dramatization or these scripta for radio 
will be done by M, but, ot CC>.trllll, will be subject to 
•11ch necessary rertaioo aa any particulAr program di­
rector would tbinlc advisable, 

Sincerely, 

"1'1.,~ ] .... . : · ··-
D:r 

I 



c 0 p y 

I \Jant t o u tk yOt, i f un o~ of ~'O'l: t. ri1':. t; o 'w-th l nc t on 
yo1J ·.;o .. ld - ri nd i t ,,on :-dble und conv\!n i cnt to tt,lk t.u Hur ry Hopkins. 
It itr u bcut u ::;eries or r udio lll'O(~l 'U fiU3 r huv c .tl'u . .n up OlH.l 1n · .. 1t1r.h 
1 think h~ .. ill 00 1ntereotcd, 'i'I\C f e <I<S' u l C: •>Va'nrnc>nt , )10 •\ prOb-'bly 
knm·t, hu:.J been a ponanrirl(~ sor~.e r eu 11~' e'Zce ll<fl t t ll'O •r CUtttl • und a5 
L1Y ser i es deu l u ,;i t lo i.>l' Oh l erns thu t 1 be l i eve ' >l'O v ltu l to th ~ 
heu lU> of t he na tion, I \lunt to intcJ·eat tloe ••.over ru.,nt i n pro<lnc­
inr, them, 

I do not kn ow Hurry Hopkins, b•1t !'rom ull I h:ue htO.ord of 
him his ay01pathies tire deep un<l ucce o:.• ibh, und lo t u~unds 1\:>r tl.e 
beat tl .. t t h e udmi nistrution has ofl'e red in socl.ul proo·ess , 

'!'he eovernment rroe runs no> on ttl o uir do no t t o•1ch the 
oruterW.l I tt..v e in 111in:l, Uine concerns itself SLT ictly 11ith 
t hose hardy perreniu1s Of SOC ia1 in j•G tioe "rtl nc{j.ect tha t t lu•i ve 
in und ont or war. llnt wn S11d:l enly tukes M " ne11 vu lne in 
\TUrti""; IJILd I>eOple t<re rerulit:r to Er ee thut be .;ho i s peri<Jdlcull y 
c u lled upon to defend his oo11Iltly mnst be t\/een t iJ•LeS l ook to his 
c;overnment for hdp in s" ch thinr~s as the car c· <L hi~ t etth , to 
mention u .. t ore . As ,,o..s pointed o•1 t i u the ;1\pr e••te co.,rt decisi 01 
in the Co.l i torniB Okie ouse , s ince pover to; does no ~ e r c • r>t a ' '"'" 
rroo1 serv1rc 1n the army in ""r t1Joe, netther sht•O:li:l it res trict 
hiS DIOVet'lell tS in til-te Of peace, 

1 UOl espeoiw ly in tere s tecl in tile plit~lt uf chll .lren, 
:.utost all of the fo 11ow1nc S•lb j ects ure e1 the r R(> O c1 1'1 call y or 
indirectl y conoer ned 111th child ren , I shu ll al11uys ·:•ee the cll1ltl 
u s the s eed com , t<n<l t~ everyday ne(:lect Uu..t l•etd<r ns the aee •l 
wi ll in t ! roc 11euken the crop , 1.ttich is t l-.. nu tion . ,; o fur it h> s 
ul\IU¥8 lleen true thu t y esterduy• s dlild is ln !olOrroiJ 's ooldier, 
und I pro po:Je to <lNimU t1 ze the comli ticn s IIlli ch have prod need so 
11111cl1 poor visi on , poor tee th , bud heurts und d i oe.ooed l " nr.s und lle<.~l( 
bones in tcxl~'s solcl!-ers or r c jeotee s , 

. luy 14'\a t you will , tler e · never 11111 bE. eba•ch rwnty 1n 
the uvert4:e /..nr> r1can home to otll'e1 ~1urd the uver '\_e "'''ericun teeth , 
l'nder U1e oo >It or condi t1 ana , , ,1th the '''ill e eL<rner tlllll>1oyed and 
t he children \/ell and etronc , tll " 111te thrifty w..J inte1llcent , 
there ar <1 l ellks in tile' domestic dike thut <~r>toeur Y~·•ru lilter in 
defective v1siCil 0 rhe\U'11!.t1c h~rt, kidney u1lmen t a. l)• t •1nl er 
th e r .. n or the mill o r r.ood and bu d oondltlOIUI, ~,oC ' ve L'Ot t llu t 
poor me-third or U nuti Q\ Ul\ifl¥8 •,/ith 1•8 , 

For yeare in booko , in urt1 ol ea llT•O f1·cun t~•blic plu tforma , 
I htWe been uskl.ne \Illy, Now \dty ct.nnot the ll:ederu l eover~nt 
uak 11hy over the rudio'l .. 'hy not a aeries a· t he perennial evils , 
well doOt, mtlllted md wel l drllll.atized, spun""r" d by tl• e J>ei>Urt~nt or 
,\er i onlt11re? 

1.r1 t ten Let •Ill nur;a aove or tl•e !ll!bjects on llhirh 
aori pto cr htcve sifted IYilterl.L\1 prepo.ru tol)' I h~e ulreruty 

to d oi ne; ao , 



1. l!alnntrit1on umoJt children , 
2, Need fordent-.1 clinics . 
3, t:overnm.mt S11b11idies rm· tlt! m.td~ l~ br ... c:•cto for 

medicine on tho t:nyo r•lJ.Irt. 
4 . Effect or al•tm hao•sine on r.rowinc ch 1ldren. 
5 , 1/eed ror l'l>mioipo.Uze. ti on of milk. 
cl, High bur i ul r<1tes effecting lo'.ler 1no.n~o fuu1 11es. 

7 . Do:Un,lnency urJort. Hecro childr.m (urb~ll) 
0 , llt:al th Uf Neo·p children (~ion til ) 

9 . 1.ducn ti Olld.l net;l ec t of mier u tor:r 11or!;er a • ch 1ldren. 
10. Children in street trudeo , eSJ.l"Clally neo1sboys , 
11. Children 1n the fields and factories . 
12 . Ad minis tra t i on of uido;. a pens! at 8 • 

1.:1 . Refcrot ochool!l und colonies . 
!.4 . Ue,.d f Ol' rtvisi 011 of b 11· tll contro 1 l"w". 

These r roer..:JS · .:oO:Id cover u wide ureu ,,eO{;ruphicully, 
rimneiul l,y,anl ll<>.•ld indicate us t'lruly different r.~n>r1can Co•ltvres 

as is oonveni Eitt , 'i"'he 1\exican rumily in Im1rea-1ul 'Ialley; the 

French cun .. dian in Fall River; the Italiun "1o1inera i n Canon City; 

the urban healdl problem und the village nntr iti on problem; 
children• a teeth in a Kunoas rnro.l district; ;:eo-o Jnt.ternal 
mortulity in n :;o•tthern city ; orpho.naee chil.dr"n on buse s headed 

for llte Col orudo beet fields ; th e children ot diens pickinc 
hops , thraslltne beans, th innln c; radishes . , , 

... 

Th~ bUtP tirt: of the s eed corn .. , 

1,:..1terial for the scripta comes from ul l sideo , From the 

"li ttle uerchtlltt " of 1 2 11ho sold me a ne,1apuper on the boulevard 

last nJeht; from the boy of t en 1.t1o hopped rty oo.r ut the benob 

last 11 edr, lie wua so Sill al l thot I \/Onl <lr ed \.hu t 11001ld h8J>pen it 

h1:l ni~nblenesa ever fulled h1o und he fell nnder the •41eel a or a 

r c:.~r . I n£ked h11n , ",/hat hoppena llhm ' yon ~,;e-; l111rt?" He lu1•f)led; 

he enid he 11aH too bare foote d to e et h11r t , 

So I c ulled • th<l P"blillhera. ".:l:u t hUfJIIC/Ht .1hen yo•r little 

employees cet r••n d '"''" by u car?" They un s.1e:r, "1'/ley ure not 
our employees - - they ur11 independent contr-.Lotora." ;, boy or ten 

a n ind&J>enden t oontr"ctorl Tho ne1Sp8QJIII'O 111 11 not o s~mme r eepon-
a1b1l1ty for these r:H>H d c!"<nseleus of ull employees , .• ),at an 

1ndiotmmt or D~ll" . opinil))lnu!•. ers . 

I ll!i: th e Ind11striul Acc1d tttt Coruu1soic:n , .. .. 1wt happens to 

the ll t tle neVIs boys llhon they t,.et 1'•111 dOiill uy b\llll40ne , d<!Y 0 \IDO 
haon• t any money to puy the 1r hoa 1)itu~izat 1 on? " I a1n told 
tlu t l1' the parents ot tlte boy cannot puy it is 118nlillY u char i ty 

case , "Other employers puy conpenaat1oo l.hen un employee is 

injnred, \Illy not the ne1. apupera?" I litik , :•he Ind11atri"l Acotdent 

Commias i on on yo that the neiiSilllPers llave i'o1•t:h t re a110nsi bil1ty 

so s trenuo.,sly thnt it io onl y in ro.r e ouses thu t they pay dUDt~ e s . 

. 1o now 'Wilen u news1e hops DIY Ol r I e •• y t o myuelt , "./ell, my 

lad , you are willine to "tuke y01•r chunoee lit b61r.c ll\ll1me4 for 

Ute lill:e a llllJ\, but yon•ve got u b•tnob or atnor t ntl'>apuper l a11yera 

t1x1~ up the t.crds in yonr oontruot to pcrlllit the u tmost oa1trol 

11i tbont ma king tbe neuapupcr 11uul.e ti s 1.11 llh•ployer, It• a np to 
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me and other drivers to dodge you in traffic, and if we don't, 
i t• s np to t h e comJllUili ty to pay tor patching you up or burying 
you. · May God guard you, my lad, because the newspapers won• t and 
the Accident Comlllission oan•t." 

The other day I was t a lk1ne to a hookey cop. who told 
me t he t there is more delinqnenoy Md more absence" d1•e to illness 
among boys with paper rontes and sell ing pipers on the s treets . 
I t 1s not unusual for boys t o r 1s e in all weather be tween 3:30 
and 4 A. tl . and to return at ? A. M.. Often too ill to attend 
school, they neverthe l ess deliver their papers . Defore goine to 
school tb e boys of ten eo back to bed for a short nap . It the 
mother works, which is ortw the case, the children son:etilll!ls 
sl eep past school t i lll3 . 

I nsed to stop at the corner or Santa V.on io a BOJ levsrd 
and Third Street in Santa Llonica to watch a litt le newsie s tat i on ed 
there, He is a Negro boy who has lost the nile of his leg s an:! 
sits in a wagon with his shrunken helpless fe et s t raight 0.1t in 
front of him and new s papers piled a round him. There are fo.1 r 
children in his fOOlily similSrly crippled, dPe to a n\•tritional 
deficiEncy disease, Often after the newsie sells out his pipers 
he wait s tor hours until one of his sisters or br·others with 
soun:l legs comes to pull him home. 

\/hen he gets home to his bedraggled short s 'tr ee t with its 
many slow- moving arrogant flea-bi tten dogs and the di rty shacks 
that overflow children into the street, he is part of the tree 
masonry of children at play. I have seen twenty or t hirty 
children lined up along the curb, nnplanned, casual ly aingine 
spiri t11als together, teaching the three a nd f'onr-year-olds to 
keept>n key. They ~ll'n t o €1'-mes, and the crippled newsie is 
g iven his t 11rn to be it. I have a een peopl e s trugeling in vain 
to entertain themselves , and I never watch them w1th0ltt thinking 
or the Negro kids lined up a l one the street singing the 1r s low 
powerfu l songa, and their dogs scratch inc;, and the wagon-bound 
ne.vsie not excluded, but "one or them". 

ll)lere are one million children below fifteen years who are 
picking cranberries in Cape Cod, shelling pecans in Texas , and 
hnndreds of other jobs that br1n6 them nothing but bent backs and 
ptecemeal educations . 

·.;"hat of the ch 1ldr en? .• hat ot the seed corn? 
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1015 N, King 1 s Rd~ 
Hollywood , Cal i f . , 
Apri l 14, 1942 , 

lr'.rs . hankl in Del ano Roosevelt, 
, · · The White Hous e, 

Washington , D. C. 

Dear MJ:.s . Roosev el t : 

I appr eoie.te gr es. tly your 
s e1r1oua considera t ion of my National Chi ld Radi o 
Program and I rnost grl.t e:f'ully welcome your 

. • suggestions, 
' • 'I ( 

' . . I met ' l.!r . McNutt. and may 
, p ersona lly addre ss h irn, alth cugh it may b e 

wiser to a llow my friend, Fowler Harper , to 
talk to h im a bout i t. 

Meantime, if any other 
thOttght i n conne ction wi1h it shou ld occur to 
you , I would be deep l y grat eful if you WQ.tld 
advise me of the swne, 

! 
Sinc erely , 

D:r 
. I • . :\ 

... 
' • 

' .. ' t4 
.. ' • t' . .. .. • t 
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