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1'17d1 Parll:, J,Y, 
.June 21, U40 

Dear Dr. nuon1 
I haYe been •••tiD« in lew Yorll: OitJ with 
lliu l.enroo11 on the 1UbJeo11 fl' INt'll«ttl 
ohlldl'l!l and t1e ha•e had aneral talll:l 
abou\ the daten•• plana tor our ovn oh1~­
dren. 

I teal tha\ a aeaorandUa whioh I let\ vlth 
leoretarr Bopll:ine •o••'la• aso on po1eible 
11rainina and ino1u•1on ot all women 1n 
uniYerlal III'Yioe plan• 1hould be vorked 
into JOUr prograa, · 

fh111 plan• lbould be made tor t he •••ouat1on 
ot ohlldren from o1till llnd eaoh voruan ahould 
ll:nov exaotlJ vha11 her Job vlll be under 
th••• oirouaatanoea and vhere ehe vould per-

. tora thea. 

For that re11on I feU that 1f 10u are going 
to worll: out with Yariou• goYPrnment bureaue 
a plan ooYeriiiiJ thl vhole tleld ot oh1ld 
oare and proper reeding eo that 1n tventJ 
yaar1 we will not haYe an undernour1ehed 
s•n•ration, i\ would be .or •ery sreat 
Yalue, 

~ct.~ s .. y @~~-- . , .- ---~~ / /(;:),f ~ ct(c 

~~ t "tf ')/ n. r . _.<Q;, , h .. ( ·_ •••• 

IT~~</~~', -~ ,;;e.,-"7- : 
.--?r.,.._~ ~ r'::;;-~~ a.... 

• c 



0..... DP, llllot. t. • 

~ k&t.lll•D llo:to.rar ltbY, '*'oa 1 huo 
'~~aowr~or ...... U.,., tell• .. t.no.t .~~e t ... o ' 
tll'il.l.en t.o ¥Oil aAil t.h&t. 1f JOil h&YO Deed or 
• pe..-o t.o boadl• P*ll•' rel&t.lou """ wollld 
Ullo t.IM Joll. 1 -t. t.o Mad 704J. t.l.lll U.. 
t.o hllJCMa I UliAk llr11 . lU., ill &D -pUOD­
all¥ C&p&blo )'QOIAC WOMA,&Dd if J Oil b&ft .. ed 
or &!V"M I ........ JOU will t1Jo4 ber •ell 
q...Uf1ed. 

fo1'7 11DIIor.l¥ J OilJ'I, 

( Dr. l!arrllt Elliott \ 
'-ilto.)Serliw.-

II .C. 

0 
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o...r Ilia• lllio~t. l 

llrll• Perko ..., Tan 
hl, •• 1940 

TMIIk JOV ~I' JOW' note about. 
l&t.bl.ee lkllM"'l' . I- ·~' •t 

- - ...> 
l 110ald be 11&d t.a t.&llc ..tt.b 

7011 • Would rou ear• t.a oo .. up """ or 
eball I oo.. t.a •uhllllt.on 1 

••1'1 oordl.all.r ,...... 8 , 

/f)t) 

llioo Harrio t. Elliott 
Advisory Com:Dieolon to the Council of National Detonoe 
Federal Reserve Bldg. 
fia.oblngt.Dn 0 



THE ADVISORY COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
F&O&.RAL ftDCftVC eUILDINO 

WA»41HG10H. 0. C. 

»ra. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Tho White Houuo 
Washington, D. C. 

De~r !Irs. Roosevoltt 

We have Kathleen Wci norey 
Fah:y on cur list. Dr. Caroline Ware 
knows her intimately and had suggested / 
that we koep her in mind as tho work 
expanded. 

Thor. &N so"" t hi nae I 
should lilut to discuss ri th )'OU when 
it is convenient for :you to ooo oo. 

Very sincerely yours , 

Harriet Elliott 

' 
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THE ADVISORY COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

nOI ..... L RaautVI eUI LDtNO 

w--.o.c. 

July 11, 1940 

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt• 

I appreciate your willing­
ness to talJc with r.e , and will arrange 
to meet you at tho place you designate . 
I can arrange , at any time, to go to 
Now York. We are making progress but 
before our plarut are too far advanced 
I 11111 very eagar to discuss s001e of 
the policies with you. 

!lost cordially, 

Harriet Elliott 



o.&r lli.u Ill lot t.o 

1 wwld !,. Vei'J I lad 1! JOII 

-ld -• up I» re t.o the cot.t.are nat. 
Frid~, t he 19th &Ill ot&J tor the nil&, 

Vol)' oi nceraly ycuro, 

llioa Harriot. llllott. 
r.c~ ... .u. .......... Bll.lldiag 
Walhlnrt.o"9 D.C. 

• 
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Dear llba II.U.Uo 

lire. llooeeftl\ appnela\ed JOUI aendinc 
her U. letter ~\*• IIOAllater !'f 0NeNiboro1 and JOUI \&kine tJ>j tl'Odbll co wrna about hie projeo\. Sbe 1a a! 'fill& tu. pol"llieolon to aubad. t hor - tor honoJ'V7 ..-.enhlp in hia Club. 

Voq alooorol7 youro, 

L lll.aa Barrio\ II.Uo\~ <kitii&'f C 1ntliD tb• Ccnnlll ot 
•uonal nor-• 

laahl~,D.O. 

I 

I I 

I 
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THE ADVISORY COMMISSION' TO THE COUNCIL OF NATfONAL DEFENSE 

FEDERAl.. RESERVE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

I 
August 2, 1940 

I 

Dear Mrs . Rooseveltt 

The enclosed let ter from Mr. McAlister 
of Greensboro is not C()l!lpletely self-explanatory. 
Confidentiall y, I think I should tell you that 
this is an enthusiastic idea of a very dear and 
charming old mD.n who believes he bas an idea which 
will make a great contribution to our democratic 
we,y of li:fe , 

Nr. McAli:ster has been one of tho groat 
leaders of social progress in tlorth Caroli:na. Ho 
has given all of his l eisure time for thirty yeare 
to the Social Service Conference and to the State 
Boord of Public l!elfare 1n llorth Carolina. Frank 
Graham a.nd his group are devoted to billl and we aro 
cooperating with him in a general way with this 
project of his. None of us think he will roach 
his goal but we are so devoted to him we are 
cooperating with hiln ae much as possi ble . 

llhat I am reall y trying to say is that 
this is not very important but it would give a 
great deal of satisfaction to a Ol&n who is an 
enthusiastic New Dealer and ~ho ie greatly beloved 
in North Carolina. 

Mos t cordially, 

' 
\\ ~- C::-.;•'-'·'-· -· ~ . ..... 

Harriet Elliott 

"rs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Val-Kill Cottages 
Hyde Park, New York 

r 



ICr ..... Dr. Ullat. t. ' 

hp teeer 6. 1911.0 
~ P&rtl, In fori! 

l - wo.rdorl.ne 1t m 0&11 t..ll 
• abollt t.ho poelll.b~Uu .. otlfithlo• llllJJwm,r 
.!JbT workina in your dlY1111on. Rii tl\o attar 
bo., ll:>rcot.t.on or 1s it not coillil t.hrouellT 

I al80 think 1 1110\llAI tell 10" U.t 
t.hore •- to bo a lack ol 1UIII .. otOAdi~ on 
tho I* rt of MAJ pooplo u t.o obat 1"" u. 
rea1l7 a<Clllfllob1Ag. I'Wrbapo 1t oould b" - u 
it 1"" oollld .:.t. ano nt tho Foci howapo.J*r wo•n 
ill !!uh.l.nj:t.on to aet. aa a public robt.iono par­
- t or 10U· I oould :ougpot. llulv lllaolt, 1t you 
baft nobo<l7 in aind, 48 I t.hlnk ebo OQlld bo 
'llil.ll&blo to 1""• Tl!l.a 1a aarolJ a eus.:ution 
aDd I Nalilo tbet 7ou -.. not wont 1n1 ono, but 
it ~~- to •• that 70ur prograa lhould bo 
opllded up a little and t.b• pooplo ebould ta. 
.,.. allout it. 

Lor. fl:rriot...~ott_\ 
llut.1on111 IJerense Council 
llashtne ton, o. c. 

/()() 

T:DD 

' 



I b. llarrtot l!ll1ott 

' 

/ A4T1ooJY Coom1oo1on 1 to the 
CounoU or N41t1onal Defeloa 
rodorel Roorrv• llul.ld1ng 
Waah1ngton , D. c . 

I 



THE ADVISORY COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

nDERAL RlfA.RVC .UILOINO 

WASHINGTON. 0. C. 

Septecbor 9, 1940 

!~dear V.ra. Rooae•elt: 

I have forwarded your l etter 

of September 6 to V.iaa 31liott at 

Gr eoneboro, llort h Carolina. She 

vill return to YaahiD&ton tho end 

of thia week. 

Sincerely youro , 

.--~~-
P.u.th 'l'wobleaon 
Soeretar1 to !lisa Elliott 

Mro. Franklin D. Roooevolt 
l!¥de Pnrk, 
llev York 



..,'-ller U, 11411 

117 4- lltoe II.Uo" ' 

I Wlllt ,._.. p1.a te ~· 

...S I • lla4 :rooa wrote'"" ., tlal.l:r. 

a. lit eo lal"'* IIU a dcC7, 

I '.au: :rooa Aaa14 ako ..... ~' -

lift• 1\ to !11. \lllo ,... •••• ~ - "·-· 

·~ ..... _17_•· 

Wiso Barrie~ Elliott 
The WOGlllD' a College or tbo 

Uni'f8ra1ty or Nortb Carolina 
Greensboro 
llor~h Carol1DA d. 



.. <J'IV~ I 

llro. lUM!lor RoonYelt l ' t,{ N \ .. t ·l • 
~do Park, !low York ~ ~. l 

u) dtar Mra~:~:=·~:~•m: Faey'a nuo i a still on our a~t:o ~~:()YJ 
for en appoint.loent. I Ullduatand that abe has " position, and I < ~ 

tboUBht it woa beet to conaider core aerioualy the place where ebe 

miSht do the beat work in our organization before 1 asked bar to give 

up the work abe baa at proaent. 1 am not at all satisfied with tho 

develop~~e~~t in cort&iD phaaea of rtr¥ work and 1 tbou,ght I !Oight find 

a better place for ber in eonteli:plated adJusU>enta. 

I appreciate your letter 100re than I can tell you. It 
givee me an opportuni ~ to discuss some thi.nga with you which have 

given u great concern for aeveral weeks . I have known that some 

poople have thQUiht and aaid that we wero moving too olowl)' in tha 

eon ....... rs didaioo and I have Yiabad very much that there was someone 

I aight diseuse this with. 1 deliberately tried to keep out of the 

public eye this aUADOr and to work on what I considered foundation 

plana tor a long time pull, 11~- I g i ve >au a brio! outline on the 

·~ I have proceeded Md tell you wcy I havs proceeded in that taohion, 
and than ask you to give me your best criticism ot fll¥ policy. I 

ohall be aboolutoJ.y frank about this and I ... sure you that I do not 

carry 10¥ feeling• in ' IY hand and you need not heal ta to to ~ anything 
that ia in your aincl cODcorn1ng your reaction to what I shall aey . 

Tbie is no t1u tor perecn&l teellnge about anytbing . If I have not 

proceeded in tha right way, I should be tol d ao in no uncertain 

to""•· If you kn8W "" better, you would know that that is exactly 
what I desire . 

Laot June wh11> I be&an ~ work, 110 Clfte eeo=ed to know Juet 

what directJ,QC it ehould t.alte. I wanted very 11ueb to diseuse it 

with the Preeident, but I telt that be waa too bua~ to be bothered 

with me when I tboUBht there were other quastioos eo pressing, The 

President e&pbaaizod in bia tirat conference with the COCIJiliaaion that 

the COD..,.....e problea ••• 110t of ia:lediato concern. He re:aindod "" 

that we had ourplua toad, aurplua lAbor, and that our food produc1ng 

factories we ... oot workin& to full cap.oity . The living coat index 

in June indicated that prices had rell&ioed rath"r et.Gt1Ciftat')' fro• 
Sa_pt .. bar 19&9 "' June 1940. Th1• index baa chanued nl')' aliglltl)' 
durin& tho •-r 110othl, lfith this aa a background, I decided that 
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~ first maJor job was to work out t ho consumers relation within tbe 
Defonse Colllllission, pa.rticularl.y with tbe econoraic staff; to estsblieh 
working relations witll tllo agencioe of tllo govemJ~~ent through which 
I was expected to f'unction; and 1m addition to this to establish 
working relations with the consw:aer organizations of the CoWltry and 
with tllo business groupo . I thought this over very seri ousl y and 
decided thst it I could esteblieh 8 working foundation ~ith the 
above agancios end groups, tbet the wor~ of tho consumers division 
1m the futuro would not be difficult. 

Very early 1m the sum::>er I discovered tbet it wae not 
going to bo easy to integrate the consumers division into the Defense 
Commission as a whole. Tbe commissioners had very little interest 
in t be conaWiler end of national defense. Their IDinds were on 
military preparation, Thia ie not said 1m criticisll. It ia simply 
a stetoaent of fact. Under the circumstances, I think it is eaeily 
understood. Therefore I decided to build up an econo.nic staff 1m the 
consumers division and to i ntegrate it into the economic staffs of 
the other divisione. I did tb.l.s w1 thout making public pronouncelllents 
or demands upon the Commiesion. Gradually this s orl<ed out well and 
we now have 8 very satisfactory relationship nith all the e~onomic 
staffs. For example, when the Arllfl! and !lavy procuren:ent divioion 
sends to Mr. Don Nelson•s division an intent to buy program, it is 
imlladiatel)' aant t o "'Y economic steff , The)' study this buying program 
from the consumers point of view and then recoiD!I1end to Mr. llelson• a 
division prices, the time of b~ing and tha quantity which ohould be 
bought at certein specific times. This hes been done on blankets, 
&toes, aocks and other consumer goods. Yr. Nelson1s division then 
reco.....,nds back to the Ar~ and Nav;y a plan wbich in every instance 
baa bean one which takes into consideration consumer needs. !l.o,y I Add 
here tha't llr. tlelson bee been a tower of strength to mo this summer . 
He has given ID8 JIIUCh valuable assistance nnd his division is working 
very intimetal.y with ~ division . lla have similarly as oound 
connections with all the other economic staffs so that the consumers 
interest is baing watched on all fronts. We also hevo a liaison 
officer Oil tbe housing coordinator• s atsff. Hero we are working on 
standards and rants. As this work has developed, it has interested 
• to ••• the change in tba minds or the co:adesioners concerning 
cooauae~ needs. In recent weeks it has been much easier to bnve 
conBUIIer representation placed upon major committees which t he Commission 
was orroni•inc . I am sure that you know that I ..., not •O¥ing thie 
in a coaplaining YO¥. Each commissioner had an araa of interest and 
the work waa preaaina. It was natural for them not to be eo concernAd 
about the general conswaers• needs and it wae also up to me: to make thea 
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COIISCiOUS o! this need . It is ~oesiblo that "1/ tocbDiquo was teo 
cautious. I did not want t o create tho impression of being a fana~ic 1 
and I wanted to establish working relations with these men without 
creating the i~~pression of fanaticiam. I !thought this was the better 
part of wisdom. 

Another problem with which I was confronted concerned the 
agencies of the govel'lllllent through which I hed to work. We hevo 
establisbood aatiafactory worldng rolatio!)s with the Departments of 
Agriculture, Home Economics and Labor. I will not go into details 
hore except to ·~ that tho agencies in tbeee departments have been 
Dora than willing to work with us and I have been deliehted with the 
·~ our plans have worked out in this area. 

The hoal th e.nd welfare work is not satisfactory. C~ 
Shepperson and I have tried ver;> hard to find the right way to 
establish our relationship in this f ield and it continues to be a 
problem. Jlr. Altmeyer, llr . Wilson and lliss Lenroot ore doin& their 
best to work with us, but the definition of authority is not clettr 
and they are concerned about coordination. C~ Shepperson bas done 
eveX') thing in her power to find a solution to this and I have decided 
that I must take it to the President. The bealth question . seems to 
be our most difficult one . As you no doubt know, Dr. Parran objects 
to the set-up which has been established. He believes that there 
sbould be a health coordinator established, that t his coordinator 
should have a place on tho· Commission similar to the place thst Mr. 
Nelson bas as a procurement coordinator. He may be right. However, 
tl~ President did place this work in the consumers division, but if 
Or. Parran refuses to work with us, there is nothing thet we CAD 
do about it axcept ask t he President to clari.f)• the situstion. !lise 
Shepperaon called me this morning from Washington quite distressed 
over aituat:lons which have developed in recent days. Consequently , 
I em going b,.cl< to Washington tonight and I hope that I m~ see the 
President when he returns frO.. ~de Park tomorrow. I ropoat that 
I have no feeling about this. That would be foolish. If' t:U.s is the 
wrong w~ tO set up tho heslth end wel!are work, we should face this 
very frankly and reorganize so that tbase functions will not be 
retarded. l(y concern is the work and not where it is placed. 1 can 
only ...,. that JIB Shepperson and I have dono our beet and our best 
is not .eno~h. 

Public relatione had to be considered. A few weeks ago 
we had a meeting with the leaders of the conSUJDer movement and I , 
think we have w~rked out a veX')• aatie!actory plan with them. I have 
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qreed to apeak to tboa at their national. -•Una ill Haw York 011 
October 2~ or 24. The follow-up work with the l.AJ' organizat1011a 

baa not 110ved a a rapidly aa I hoped 1t would . Wben the ata te and 
local coordinator waa appointed, we waro tol d that local organizations 

ahould work back through atat e counoUa of defense and thet WG should 
work through the state Af>d local eoordino.tor. Thia, I think, is a ver')' 

aanaible plan and I believe in tha long nm will be affective. One 
ot -:1 110at dittieult probleas this aw=er waa to ward ott tho 
eatabliaboumt ot l.AJ' cletanae groupe . I continue to beli8\•e that the 

detenae work abould be done through govern.ental agencies . It we {&( 
had ru•hod out into the country and had established lOJ• groups 
under tho Defenae CouncU, it would have resulted 1n confuaion when 
the govem...,ntal agencies began their work. Consequently , I did 
move olowly in this field . I wanted to eee whet tile result would 
be when the stat& and local coordinator was establiabecl. l'or thia 
I have been veey severely criticbed. So .. people tboucht taat we 
should have rushed ahead and organized those lay groupe regardless 
of s t ate official organhation. I d iaagreed with tbat point of view. 

I remember eo well the confusion which came durinc the World War 
whe.n all l<inds of local and lay organizations sprang into existence. 

I have spent a great deal or tiJ:>a tbia eUJIIo~er dneloping 

connection with retailera all over the countey . Thla work resulted 
in a conference which we held in llaabington two weeka ego . One 
hundred and fifcy retailers repreaen ting eveey ph..ae of retailing 
in the country - food, clothing, drugs nnd household furnishinga - came 

to t his cont .. rence. Ill'. Nelson and a few selected retaUers assisted 

me in working out the plana for this conference. Wo invited t!Je 

largeot retailers in the count!')', repreaenta tiveo of the smaller 
independent retailere, chain stnree and cooperatlvee to attand thia 

conference. I tbink it waa a succeaa . The) passed a resolution in 
sup.,ort of our cooaWiler work and elected a cOOIJiitteo of nine llll!n who 

wUl. aeet with c>e once a 111011th to diaouas quu tiono of consumer intereat . 

One of our maJor problema i s to anticipate a s~iral i n prices. Whon 
tbe reports co~o to _, dosk froa tho research divisions or the 
goven~.~N~Dt, the chanao bee already hai)pened in prices . These retailors 

believe tbot they can Mticipete chan&•• and give us infol'Wltion wbicb 

.. 'ill help us in holding things in line. In other words, we can eee 
the chaJ:Iie coaJ..ai ove.r tll<l hori:on. 

Publicity hal been a real problem. Ill'. Bob Horton was 
placed in charge ot publicity for the Uetenee Commiaaion and all ot 
our publicit.J' see• thrOIIih hie otrice and they decide what aball or 
ahall IIOt be &iTen to the press. In the early a.-r ho reco....,nded 

t.b&t 11181 Frances lDigbt ebaald he placed 011 11Q' etatt to hsndle our 

7 

I 
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publicity. Sbe bas boon world.o& with ae tor about aix weal< a . In 

tho oerly ouuer aoae of tl"' !nowop&l)er wOIICO felt that tho1 had 

not received careful coneiclorat ion . .u soon ~• I beArd ot t his, I 

soot for these wODen end t.&ll<ecl things over with thell . Then einoo 

ltiao Knjgbt. wao appointed, abo baa bosn giving to t!wl information 

whicb abe tbl.Dka 1a belptul. Ill'. llortat hu believed that pross 

conferences ware not wiee. This haa , of courae, made publicity VSJ')' 

difficult. I feel euro that there haa boon 8roat concern over tho 

question of pl~ing politics wi th tho defense. This hoe been 

clbcussed in Colllllission aootingo snd I think I lUll correct in telling 

you that publicity has been soft pedalled for fear it aight do 

11ore harm thsn good. Since this is an election 1ear, it bam• t been 

sosy to know Just what to clo in this field. Since I B.ll being absolutely 

frank with you , I must add that I made up JD,Y 1111nd t o soft podal the 

publici ty snd of ocy work . I di scovorecl very onrly in tho su;o,'OOr that 

certain people wanted •• to malc.a • cracld.og clown• stetecents, sj)ectecular 

pra~ouncellento, etc. I bolievecl that that waa wrong since the 

direction which the conau:aers work should t4ko was not well defined. 

I woe urged to malc.a statements on labellinc , otendarcle and pr ieo 

control. All of this I rtifused to do . I believed that it 11U JD,Y 

tint duto)• to try to get the govornaent agencies, the consW>ers groupo, 

retailers and producers worl<in& together. I interpreted this aa 

national defense and I t.ried to avoid getting •out on a lillb• 

with any one group . 

I recognize that II,)' method of procod11re 1s notl conducive 

to publicity. I know that it baa not aatia!ied some of tbe leadera 

or the conii\IMr IIOYP8Dt. .u I have oaid before , II)' IOind baa been 

on the ques tion of laying a foundation which I believed 1D t~~ end 

would protect t he consumer. 

I have <ilctatacl tbia letter in a creet burry and it II&¥ 

oot be clear to 1ou. I apologbe Cor ita length, but I wanted lOU to 

have 10010 idea of what wao 1n II,)' lllincl with t he ho.;>e that you would 

tbl.Dk i t over and gi ve me t he bene fit of your cri ticiSII . I have boon 

tJ')'inll to develop a blue print Cor work and i f I ""' CDOving in tho wrong 

diroctioD, it 8Udt be cbangecl . ~ I tell )'ou ngain bow web I appreciate 

your nota, I do hope that yo" will give u &D opportun1 ty to tell< this 

over with ;you in tba near tut.ure. 

lour s •incercly, 

\\ ........ . ' - I·-
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. , 

r~bruary s, 1941 

UT de~r Dr. ~liott: 

krs . RooAevuJ.'- a aka t:ae to t.ha.nk 
,,'O U ' e'·~· l.lllcn !'or ;:et.t..int! t.ho .int'.;>,~tion 

a oout achool:s ror tile lnJ.Ln t:i:l~ . ...ho 
III>I'I'"C.i.ltas t hL trouol e ;oa tuvu t.aken un.1 
i e glad that. """ uko<l l:r. J>awcold l" write 
t.o 111ea Y.ine. 

I = ret.umins thu lott.cru " hlch 
ar. a<ldre<~4ed to .,o -' • 

V .r)' oincenly Y" ura, 

Ltr. Harriet IUliet.t. 
r~&l •••one &llld1.nr 
Wuh!r.zt,on, D.C. 

Secret.ar.t t.o 
lira. looanelt. 

I I r) 

0) 



.THE ADVISORY COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

,.IIOC .. Al. ftEMftW 8UILDIHO I ( _ 

. ~.l \ 
W~HOTtiH. D. c. <' I J_ • . , 

I ') I 
J'an\IAry 31, 1941 

My dear Kiaa Thocpaon1 

I baTe triad to get a aatiatactoey 
answer to Yra. Roosevelt• a ~uestion concern­
ing t.I-A IodiaJl Cirle. The enclsCMC! atatall8nt 
indica ta the reeul t. 

I bave requea tad llr . Newbold to 
write to Will ~ina ae be auggest&d. 

Sincerely your&, 

>' c;. l 0. • " 

Hnrriet Elliott 
Consumer Cosgiaaioner 

Ki1a MalYina C. Thoepaon 
Secretary to lira. Roo1evelt 
Tbe 'llbi te Houao 
'llaabington, D. C. 



Urs. lleanor Roosavalt 
I'Fit·st Lauy ot· t he United States " 
·.v~"hinf>l,on, D. c. 

Turkey , North C~;·o.'.inn 
Dec.26,1940 

Pardon will bo grant ed this i ..•.. ·u:, •.m1 , I '"' :.n.· , ·::l•mt you le .. pt t lu; 
obj ective li a a wo rthy one - th~t of azsist in;: ·<· .. o IIOl'Gloy I ndiun ,:i rls in 
t his section of North Carolina to e11ter a colleee •Oulawhere to con1.lat a tho:Lr 
education thr ou!;h !our years of col.leea work; As a t~"'ah~t· of t.he Botu·d of 'l'l'\la­
toes o! t he Rosernrald Il'und your i nfluence "'"Y aaaiat i n r,rantinz opportuni ties 
for the highor education of c>. to·:1 ot the best pre1)ut•ed ,lir la ••nd hoya fro•~ these 
I ndian comrwnit i es annuall y. Plene~ cottsider thi s pl ea us you nota tho onr~o s., 
ut· eo , and,thon , it tho reeul ationa ot t he Board of Truntooa o f the Rosenwald 
F\lnd '""'/ be modifi tid so as to emln~tca lndi nn.• !.n this soction tU!lO!If; their 
s cholRrship :;ranteee , i t v.rill !'l"OVG a ~od.send 'to all of the::Jo IndiruuJ W)IO are at 
\1r enent oxcl•tded ft·oc nll higher o>duc&.tional fadlitieo 5.1'1 liot·~·· ca.·olln:J. 1\b 0'/ 0 

the hi gh s chool l evels f\t Now 3Ettho~ ochool; (Seo No'too upon N;;11 nethel u.ltd 
Shiloh achoola onclooed . ) 

Thea e I ndiantlivo i n s i x courrtiE.~ i a Elt:Jter·n Ho d .h C5i.l'oJ.lna 1 not irtc.lud .. 
i•'lf;: llo:>beGon , Laws !>WlS &d several years Rf,O u't ill e:<cludo all non- r ssidants 
t ron the S'tnte Teachers Col l ot;o, u.t Pelllhroka , Rol1ei-son County.· Ti1o advunccn"J:nt 
sho•:m i A the presentation ot t~a rut.r;e~nt r ecantly, in Pe!"l.hY"I"l t.:e , whi ch I wit11o:;sud, 
is an earnt):l ~ or what n~y ho nfiectc.U ;1ore in the ne:<t t i tt.-Jen - t'ttetrty- t'ive 
years , Jll'O viu ed , salle a:ld Cr oo t ile Roa P.nrtal rt Fund , ot· " s :i.•.l.ll•u· !,:,nant ht'OJ' i c 
o. ~.(:jncy, roo.y bo e 1·u.utad a.nntu\l l .Y' Juri!\~ the n~;:.t te.n yr:lul~ t o n~t\3 o r t \ /0 of t ho 
best studonts in thi s hir;h sc:•ool . J tw·t l'\0':/ ·tliO or the l~l'UolHt<te:; rr ou Lho hii'J• 
uchool , i n 1940 , - Porlie S il'n.'1ons ,_ncl iu~r cont in , NLtot.d SiJ:uJtlOIUl - ar13 ::so oo...r.•w 
to enter upon coll~:te level s or otu,ty 90I'!H\·•.there. Eot.!•in.~~ is o1)cll to thet!l in thi:~ 
St ate. They nust leave ·t he St at e. Thi s invol ves costo th,.t thoy c!\tmot mee·t unl''"" 
thO:/ are e rantod sor:>e ai d ! r om &Oid9c s ource, a:t lo..:>t , for t he fi r st 'JOar , Th~y 
a.re \'rill i ng to work several hour~ovided ,a place is opm1 lor thw, after thoy 
vJin tho a!)rtr ovuJ. of the col J.eg e authorities . 

Honea this appeul to you to influence the othor tu<l:dhorn o f the Bonrd 
or Tru~teoa or the llo senwald Jo\md, in t hoir next llOOtin;: , t o .:t·ant , o.t loa.st , 
·triO •cholaraitips to 1;o the I nuio.ns who nttond tho lle\1 .1otho.1. ;, l,:i• oc:1ool , or thnt 
whi ch may be established by the State J,ed1,.ttu·e , l9 ~1 , to tnko the ~lnc o ot tho 
pro"ent school nt New Bethel Church . (" 

I n tha sur.rmer of 193'1 , I vio:lt ed 'JOUr nott l o>~rmt •• roj oct in At-thu r sville , 
ne.nr t.!or~o.nt ow~ 1 '.f. Va ... , J.:C~n:t o,f ·t hoso I ndiana o•·m t i1oi r O\m t~;-\lT...U 11 1 ve iu .;ood 
hous es ( t he'J coul d be :IJU!>I'OVod) ;oay ~ "'" ''" 1nnd ~hoy :tr6 int oroJt <~<i in odu o~t in(; 
t hoi r c~1,P.dron. 'Jith 1 i.h')l"nl .qcho).n\•a lri~lfl thono t"tO :~tt·l a •till ho 01\.'\hl•lJ to 
enter colle~o ilmnetliatel y ,nnd nnch u.td uould hecorJu tt .:1•vat :i.ncr;r~tivo to tho 
c>thCI'a hore r.uol'it thic pt·cforment throu.:ll J.tore ser tons " 1::lic:tti<>n. 

the 
'l'l'lsti n,c you l'lL•Y oeo t our "·'-:! clonrly to i nd11ce tho '>onrd ·t o (;mnt 

s chol tlrshil,A•a.nd with be~t rriBhn'1 fo1~ your vnri oun htu:snn '\ntf'lr•ls·ts , I w:1
1 

l.lo•t respectfully :~ouro , (j_~ ~ 
1 J oanllotto eoot'c 1\.i.n;, 



DnrMr U, lNl 

..,.. tbab tor 7W1' le\t.r. I • 
... ~ wul.oUft wl aU ;rena-.,. 

X M .,.t.tlal tor TM' otter t.e 
be ot ••rn• &ad I oboll • .- oo fOilt tor 
I odll.1ft JOil wrr .-11. 

11 \ll all aoocl Ws.bN, I u 

CoNJ.oll7 ,_, 

:u•s l!errlo~ El.Uott 
"the ,;cnan•s Colleee of t.lle t"niv. of North CnroUna 
OreP.nsboro, 11. C. 

0 

.. 



OI'YICE OP UUH OB' W()MIH 

' 

Tmii WowAH'• Co&.'-ltCE 

•• Tall u,.,.., • ....,. o,. Noernt Cuoa.'"" 
Gau.,~N.C. 

Deoombor 

My dear Jd't'a . Rooeevtlt a 

( 

I en ceetln& ta:1orrow w1 th Prea1dant Graham 
to mAke plana to transf e r our college dofonao aot1v1t1es 
to a war lt~-s~There will be work to do h&ra . b\lt f:"t at any ti'M I can be or ad eli tiona.l aorrlce anyrthere 
~r any plaoo , all that is noceaaary ia to COI::!:!a.nd • .• 

Viotor y will not be ou1ly won . It will 
oome , end during our trial by r1ra I will be oon at&ntly 
thanking Ood for tho loadorohip of t ho "groatost team 
in all h ie tory• . l(y pr o.yoro will r;o Ollt doily for 
both )'Oil and the Prod dent. 

\Uth boot wiehes for you o.nd All those dear 
to you , I DL 

Moat cordially yours, 

wra . Franklin D. Rooaovol t 
The Ylhi to llou ao 
YTa ahln[';ton , o. c. 

I!Uriet Elliott 



· I rf .J 
·./ 
.• 

WAe HINOTOH MAMCH \ 

AWiflllc:AH A . .-oc;IATIOH 01' UNIYUI .• ITY WON.IH 
......... .....,. lltO.-rM~ 

WAeHIHOTON, D . C . 

I 

I 
S\mday, I .November 30 , 1541 

lly dea r Mrs. Roosevett: 
I 

I I The brief conver sation with you at t he 
luncheon ,Tuesday makes me believe that you will 
want to know why I sent my resignation to the 
President. When I , learned tha t OP11 offioia ls had 
agreed in a conference {~. Donald Nelson was not 
present) that a Consumer Office or Division was 
not needed in the defense machinery; that 
oonsumers were adeQ.uately represented by OPM 
agencies ; that t his is a military effort and 
therefore all defense policies should be made by 
those reaponsi ble for military production ·{ whioh 
indicates to me that they do not realize that this 
is a new ki.nd of war) that no one at the conference 
disagreed with Mr. Hillman when he said that a 
woman should have nothing to say about defense 
policies; I decided t hat I should resign, Since 
my effort for eighteen months had been based upon 
a completely di:l'ferent point of view, I believed 
that it would be easier for the President to make 
whatever adJustments he thouoht best if he had my 
resignation in his hands, 

The President has been or will be 
advised to l iQ.uidate the Consumer Office as it is 
now set up. He will be reQ.uested to allocate the 
standards and needs work to either the OPA or to 
some one of the OPJ,{ divisions. I f ear that due 
consideration may not be given to the consumer 
defense activities which have been developed with 
negroes , foreign born citizens, trade unions, 
women's civic groupe , schools, oolleges , and 
universities, as well as with business groups, 
As you know retailers and wholesalers advisory 
commi ttees have worked very closely wi t .h us, 
also the Better Business Bureaus in large cities . 
We al'so have three special business and institutional 
panels working with the standards and needs section. 
When the National Consumer Office is liQ.uidated 



WA.eHINGTOH .IIANCH 
A.N.I.III:ICAN Aeeoc:IATION 0 1" UNIYPIITV WOMDI , .... ~~ ... ~ 

WUHINCITOH. 0 . C . 

aome thoUGht must be given to the plane f9r assisting state and local consumer official groupe , 

You will observe that I am not making a 
point of Ur, Hillman's obJection t o women on defense policy oounoi la or committees , Age has its 
compensations , long ago I became adJusted to the 
f aot that t ime alone will solve some prejudices , The defense effort ie my concern at this moment , To &ive you the complete OPM story I had to include llr , 
Hillman's statement, 

lloet cordially , 

-\ \ aa--J·C... -._.. ' · •• t • 

P. S. I trust you will forgive this amateur typi_ng, 

~~. l. . 

I 



Janoaa17 lO, liU 

Dtar lllaa llUot.ta 

Both Dr. 8lalre and lira. ll7rd - to 
- • and : au dal1Ft.d &o !War abco4\ u..ir •one. !hanlr 1"" tor wn U.n4 to • about tM.. 

Cordiau,. YOW'tl, 

111as Harriet Elliott 
'!he lfcaan•a College, 1))11,., ot II .C. 
Greensboro, N.C. 

I 
I . ' , 

0 
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April 18. 114& 

Dlar Dr. mio\t.o 

I • ccal.a~~J.ac a litU. tol4er &boa\ 

Ule .. I'll Leaderah ell tbe 

JnM t S."1M 1• hold1.nc 'hie 

•-r. •• an ••17 anxi o• to pt. !.- 41!­

te.-t. aollepe Ule bee\ pouihle naa1Aat1-• 
.. had •11011 &ood ruul t.e at "- C•pobello 

s-r lnat.1t.'llt• lut •-r .. fHl Uult. ta. 
. be\Mr a.. MWnal Ule _,.. IU7 &at. wt. of 

uu.. fi ...... lr perio4 Uld the .... tbe7 .... 

~ to dD •ben tbe7 10 beak to oollep. 

•• bope tbat. 701& orUl •aancl ollt. 70v 

poll •-....u ad let. ue k- .. •- .. 
. poHUile &Jill Hllll U M.7 •llliH\1- 7'IMl.., 
~~a .... 

Dr. llar-riet Elliott 
.1omen•s Colleee , Uni v . of t-I . C. 
Grt!ensbbro, N.C. 

I uu 
• I 
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I ._. ,_ ll"- ..._, tM erpatutl• et .~.._ •• .......,. tw t¥ la'fJ' w .. ... ~"' 
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OW 7e11~ ,_.. 

Ill•• Ramet. lll1ott 
Dian, • - · • Collep tall...-.i t;T ot I.e. ON enaboi"', N, C, 
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OPPtCK OJI' DI!A.)f OF WO!ItiH 

THI wo .... ,. .• CoLL&OIJ .. 
Tu• Uw1v•1WTY or Noam CuouN• 

Gall .. HIIOIIlo, N. C. 

Mro , Franklin D. Roooevelt The llhi to Hou .. 
Woohintton, D. c. 
My dear Mra. Rooaevelta 

I -• in Waahin&ton yeaterday in oonforenoe with tho Naval Personnel Division. Tho Navy hoe appointed a caomittoo of oollo~ w~en to adviao with them on tho ortani•otion or tho Women'• Roeorvo tor the Navy. Dean Gildoreloove i e chairman . Other membora of the caomitteo oro Pre sident Glasa , Proaidont Conatook, Dean Lloyd , two women from tho far woot who wore not proaent yeeterday, and nyaelt. 

We are very auoh dioturbod over the fact that tho Senate may chango tho bill aa it hao palled tha Houle oo that woaon will not have official otatua, Tho enoloood roaolutlon indicates how the Advisory Caocitteo feola on this queotion. The foot that women have auoh otatuo in bot h Canada and Eneland ia , I think, on argument in our favor. In tho beginninc tho English waoen wore not given official atotua, but later th•t woe changed. 

I I 

I thought you might be willing to tall< to tho President about thia ainoe I believe that if he know how important we think it 1o to have tho women in the llavy rather than with the 11avy, that ho woulrl oupport ourposition. Confidentia!TY." I 11ight tell you that Preaident Mildred KoAtoe haa been aeleot.ed to head the Navy Reoerve . Dean Gilderoleevu haa had a oonferonce with the Board of Truateeo at Wellealey and they are willing to give her a leave of abeenoo . 

I hope life i a not too otrenuoue for you , I think about both yau and the Pre aid ant often and pray that you "'*Y ha vo the strength to endure thaoo trying dayo , 

R&tlnl 

Moot cordially youro, 

\\~ ...... . . ;x 
Harriet Elliott 
Dean or Women 

I 'j 



Jluolution unonimouoly adopted by t.ho Eduoationol Counoil, Advilory to th• Chief ot Naval Yoraonnol, with resard to the proposed Wocen'e Reeer•• Pro,r.a - Uay 29, 1942. 

RoeolYOd , That it io tha opinion of' thio Counoll that it would be far bett·er to Now the wO&Wn of tho WODen •a Reaeno in tho Hny rather than aeroly with tho Navy , ,-
Firat, booauoo a bettor quality of' poroonnol oould be ••o~red tor 1erY1ce actually in the Navy , 

Second , booauae tho aplr1t and aoralo of the Corpe would bo thoroby &r•atly otron~honod, 

Third, booauoo if &otually in tho Navy, thooo women oould be muoh aore ueeful, 1inoe the typee of work aoet needed by the Na.y, oCIM ot which 1o hiS)Ily oontidontl&l , oan bo dono moro orti oiontly and oaroly by poroonnol aotually in tho Navy1 and 

Fourth, beoauae of tho experlenoe in Ensla.nd and Ce.nada, W'here le-I of theee • • • n'e eerv1oee, or1&1Mlly organi,ed ae f.uxlllary with the military aerYlcea, were late r incorporated in tho military ~cee to aeoure UQ1fled or!&nla&tlon and &reater ettlcienoy. 



OOteber 18, lH5 

'lhllnlr IOU 1 0 -h tor TOW" note ot 

11'MUn,:1 11111 ,ood • l 1be1 em rq birtNIIr. 

I •.PPftoia te rour wri tine to .. aBd Uto 

Ytry k'lpd tllin,:l IOU liT. 

llisa Harriet Xl.lioH 
AID, Aaaoe. et Univ, 'fomen 
16M !lYe St. H.lf, 
Washington 

/7J6 
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A.NUICAH A..OC.IATlOH 0# UNIVIIM.,.., WOMIN ··-···,... ......... , ... ..,.. ~ ..•. 
WA.toltNOTOH e , 0 , c;. 

ICY dear lira. Rooaeveltt I 

1 'l'hinkina it.bou t you on your bl.rthdq 
h&a emphuised eca1n 1n rq lll1nd the 1neeti.mable 
contribution whiob you are maldng 1n these 
critical timea . Your ap1r1tu&l and 1ntalleotu&l 
11!e will, 1n rq Opinion, in!luence tbe trend 
toward a more d&eent ciYilisation !or ~ yeara 
to co.e. 

I pray that thia ,.,... will not bring 
peraon&l aorrow to )'our !&ail¥ circle and that 
all .. ..,.ra o! your !udly ....,- be here to cele­
brate with you IIIIU1)' future and happier birthdays. 

lloat cordially, 

,\ ... .. - ,, ... ·~ 
Jl' ';' .' {, . 

-· 
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1 baw ,.._. let.\er ud qal\e 

_.....tud ,ev ,.._ rer not. Pilla 

ud ..u. 1 ....,.t. U...t. 1M -u 11M 

,., I t..:(.-o-a 'ft • .uJ. 4e w ll. 

,,,. e1DMr.l7 ;rove, 

~ 

0 n 
The loan 1 a Collep or the 
Un1••••1ty or North C&rolin& 
Greeruoboro, North C&rolin&. 

/(fD 

' \ 
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OI'I'ICI 01' O&AM 01' WOWIM 

Dear Kra. Rooaevelt1 

TNI Wow••'• Coa.uca 
01' THI u.,V .. atTY 01' NoaTH CAAO&.I'MA 

OUIMI.o&O I 

I am oure tlw.t beth you and Gladya 1'illet~ underotand why 
I oould not go to London. Your confidence in me and the Preeldent•s 
willingnooo fer me to bo a member of ~he Educational Ccnmittoe Ia 
a~preciatod mere than I can tell you . 

When I talked to Seorotary llorgenthau, I woa very carol'ul 
not to let hLM know how Ytry much I wanted to accept the appointment . 
Whon ho told me that he thought that I waa needed In tho Fitth War 
Loan Drl•o, that oottlod tho quootlon tor me. I knew what a terrific 
load he io oarrying and I oould not oonoider doing any~~ing which be 
thoutht would make hie task more d1tt1oult. 

~y 
~: 
3~ 
~ \' 
~~ 
~s l,, 
J <;:.. 

~ ~~ So re.r 1.1 I know. there 11 DO plaoe in the war effort where ~ .~ 
wo:en havo boon Pven a greater opportunity to aer.,e on an equal atatua ~ ~\ 
with men than in the Trefte~ry. Tho Sooretary , on his own ~o lltion, ~ 
haa made it possibl e for women to have a place of real londorahlp in the 
War Finanoe Di•iaion. I am vory proud: of the work which tho women a re 
doin' in all the states exoept three, where the men ret\ue to create 
e. woman 1 e oollliiUt.tee. I ho~ I am not exaggerating thh when· I toll 
yw. that I tool that thio opportunity is too important to WOI!Ien and 
their l'utu ,.. publlc ..,rlc tor me to do anything which &ight in the 
olighteot do~ee reflect unfavorably upon the opportunity which Secretary 
llorgenthau ht.o &1 von to woooen. It hao been a rare prlvUogo to work 
with the Secretary and llro. llorgonthou . 

It wae not eaey for me to aay no to tho Department ot Ste.te , 
partlculftrly aince you and tho Praoldant had recommended my name for 
that poet . I wioh I knew how to toll you how keenly I fool about 
your confidence in me . 

With all good wiah .. to beth yw. and tho Praaidant , 
I ... 

Kra. lleanor Rooae~lt 
Tho Whi to Bouo o 
Waohington, D. c. 

lloot cordially your&, 

·-·.~ • • .- "i' t A tt • • 

Harriet &Hiott 
Dean of W0100n 

/ 
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Aprll u, 1~ 

Dear Dr o llll1et.t I 

now 7'01& M ~ tor )'OIU' 

l.eu.w. It IIU k1nd ot 1M t o wrUo 

M &1111 I .. ..,.. J'OII I .. ila4 ot Ula 

e,.s: ..-·mi..., to ~-

Dr. Harriet Elliott 
Aaaociate Pield Director 
War Finance Divieion 
Treaeury Departaent 
Washington, D. c. 

' 

VDS 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

WA.SHIN GTON 

Jew.yauocy" • 1 M • 

War Finance Diviaion April 10, 1944 

WY dear Wre. Rooeevolt.: 

The lromn '• Section took g~at pride 1n the Orlnd­
mot hers 1 br oadcAst t his morninc, and we wore delighted 
with the •plendid way 1n which you carried t he prcuram 
fi"'nl begimUng to end, I Ill> eure t.hl~ ever; grand­
:oother 11ho beard the broadcast will be inspired to 
make tho buying of lfar Bonds ! or her grandchildren a 
dura t 1on duty-and pri l'ilege, 

\fa appreciate eo oouoh your interest. 1n our work and 

yO\Ir willingneu to aasiet , I cannot tall you how 
1111ch it. .. an.s to know that. you are al1111)'a ready to 

~r a call for help . 

Thank you for 1114lcing our broadc<1st o suooeS3, 

lloat sincerely, 

llrs , Franklin o. Roosevelt. 
The lfhi te House 
Washington, D. C, 



!bank 7011 tor Jour l.ett.er kbCIIt Ule Preal.deot•a ,.....leoUoa. Bot.b t.be Preaidaot. aDd I dMpl,J appnoiah JOOU l o)'altJ ud JOV oontl.denoa in h1a laadarab1p, 

Ut.b beat. wiaba•• I •• 

SiDOerel.J JOV8 • 

Yiss Harriet Elliott 
Noman•s Collece, u. of N.C. 
Greensboro, •;. C .. 

j(/0 

0 

I . 



THa Wow•N•t CoL-L&ca 

OP 

THa Utitn"-tiTY o• NoRTH CA.aoLINA 

OPPICI OP ~H OPr,_Wl~. If 

Ga.I&NIBOJ.O 

1-., 
Novarl.ber 10, 1944 

I 

)/ ~;/ 'J .J/r' ~"~ 
' • I r ., j tJ •' .lly, dear llr..,. .R.,o.,. seve 1 t 1 

, J {I I 
I L.Y I , . 

l I t I am so happy ovel- the .results1 
6} • 1 of the l election. For months I have 
{ ,\- been more concerned than I lilce to admit. ro \i I Now that our nat i1on and our 

world! 1e assured pf the understll.nd.lng 
and the courageous leadership of the 
President , we may look to the future 
with hope and confidence. 

My thoughts and my prayers 
will be with you and the President 
during the next four critical yea.rs . 

With all good wishes, I am 

Most cordially yours, 

11 , . 
~ J • 

\~,, .• - CU\· 'vr-; 

J.lra . Eleanor Roosevelt 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 
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