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Dear Mra . Roosevelt: 

Arlington{ VerMont 
Apri 9 

1934 

A large part or my 

regret tor the illness which prevented 

my speaking at the Citizens• Conterence 

in Columbus , Ohio , on April 6th comes 

rrom my disappointment in not meet1ns 

you at the dinner given by the Prea1dent 

ot the State Unive1•sity tor the speakers . 

I bad looked forward with keen anticipa­

tion to the honor and pleasure or a 

personal contact with a woman who embodies 

so many or our tineat American ideals . 

In addition I bad been 

asked by Mr. Villard or The NatiOll to put 

in your banda an editorial or his which he 

waa ver:y anxious to have you see . Sinco I 

bad not the opportunity or doing this 

personall:y, I am enclosing it in this note . 

With my warmest regards, 

and gratitude for the great help to Ameri­

can eduoa t1011 which you are giving in so 
mny waya, 

• I 
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llby 3, J.9.>4 

Dtuu- 111'11 • .Fbbera 

I wwll b4 UeJ.i.;tl ted to 11 •. va you 

vu ~y 2)d , It 1~ ju~t ~~ C04V~1~nt 

""' u.e ..:Stn, UJU 1 loolt rorw .. rd o..ith 

v-ec.t Joy to ueetiut: you. loi.Ll. you l.et 

"'" ~ow wbeu you bro r.rrivlu.; so we iil:..y 

h~vv a c:..r ~t tue at~tion? 

)Ira. Dorothy C!Ulfield Fisher 
Arlington 
Vtrmont 

:> : 0 
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~ yoa.. Vury t.~.<Ch l'.;r 
v;,,.·y J.oveJ.t J.otter l 1 uid "" 
L!ieet14g Y"U ...Ju.! it •;t ... .,; S~C.n ... 
tt~vel you l.ul'O IIJ. L a. ... . 

J. J~o ... u tJJ.EJ uo.; 6ruuuuu i.u.1 l ... 
i'J.our !Ju.u.u ... 4ul .( "'-Ll ~o ' H··Lit•Y t.. ,. t L..i.a 
.... &w,.,. ... CJ CJU.I.!J:l to ;/OU . 

Vv•'J cor.Ut..J.l.y you.•·~ , 

utr,;. Dorothy CtJ.n!'ield Fidlle L· 
AJ·J.ington 
Vermout 

t> :O 
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ltr8 • 8oOHTil' an4 b.ar IICI"O\UJ 

are ••1 e.o4 1D \be1r a'baence 1 h.uYI been 

ulred \ o aolmn~lo4p their Nil. 

1 oiH Dot,be ablt to cet In toueh 
wt\b Ura. Boo••••l\ltor aaYeral 4eya, but 
l oball -ria& your lt\\or &Ad tooloourt t o 

her a\,111\lon aa aoon •• poulblo. 

Very atAcerely youre, 

Mrt, Doro\hJ Oontteld rtohtr 
Uli.JIC\OD , ....... 

t ,. ' ( 

DD 
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!Malt )'01& • _.. tor andtac • the lDtoN&U.oa alloui hr•\ 114uoa\loa. I ta..S \he a rUole on,....l:r l nto:ruUq 8.Dd tb&alr tla\ tile State or Venaont h•• dODO nrJ •11 alDq tble llDo. 

W1\b all &ood w1ebaa t o you. 
I• 

Kra. Dorothy CaDt1eld Fisher 
.u-l1n&ton 
Ve r1110nt 

) 

DD 



00"01'""'t' C -r't i!.LO f' te WCflt 

AIIIL IIolefOOI, Y lliii-"'O"'I"T 

Au.guat 31 
1936 , 

'near Uru , Roosevelt! I I I • , 
You must be used by th1s time 

to having people rellllmber your every 
casual word, and 1ao won ' t be aurpr1aed 
to have me say how well I remember your 
asking me , a year or so ago, what Ver­
mont was doing with the Federal aid 
available, for parent- education and nur­
sery eohoola. I wae enchanted to find 
bow intimately you interest yourself 1n 
the details ot suoh work , and when the 
State Supervi sor ot the Parent Education 
under the WPA sent me her report, pub­
l1ahed in the Journal ot Social ~giene, 
I t ound lll)'eel! W'IB.ble to res1at the 1,._ 
pulse to send it to you. 

I can 1t----tor lack or infor­
mation about what 1e being done in other 
et atea----oompere the use made of WPA 
funds in Veroont and in other parts of 
the country, but I am morally sure that 
no other etate hAa profited more than 
our ruet1o old Vermont by the enlight­
ened work made pooe1ble by the enli ght­
ened admini stration of WPA funds . Every 
penny counts so, when there are ae few 
ae in Vermont l 

\I lr '·' 
\ I 

' • 
.. 

) 
~ \ \,... 

I 



It was lovely to have a glimpse ot you the other~ at Hyde Park, I I waa really very happy over that portonunce. It meant aomething very real, I felt . And 
what a heart-warming Joy to have a J!9y_e.~ ~.!-. ,cf,. ment with which instead of againat l10vers ' of peace oan wo~l ~ •govel'l'lllent • I sup-pose I mean •President.• It ia in tb1e oaee a good omen for ue all to have you 
and the President looking so well. 

With warm regards, 

Palthtully and devotedly youre , 

DCF: g!r 

I 

·------~-------------~~~---------------------~----------



ll&roll 'r1, 19)7 

O.U .... . Fiab.or t 

11r. Gould haa ft'itten .. ot your coc-A~~\ 
about 'Ill' Ho:oolra " nd T tblnl< you ..... >Or o tbiUI 

lttad to t lllco tbo ti M to COt>llent so t avor .bl,y. 

'I t1Y thlllll<a. 

I bope l ah>U "" you galn bor.,.. lone. 

Urs . Darotb)' cantiold Fiaher 
Ar lingt.on 
Vel'100nt 

' 

( ( 

so 

• 
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O.tober 10, 19)9 

c ~,,; .. \\ 
;:.,Ak• 

~--­
- lr••/Soberl 

t eu .,.. evW..,tlJ •u.alf.al o1 tll oxoct.lJ 

-\lou - to 111r allld, ~. tbe f act tllet eo 

...., .... appeel.l.lll to tM 1\eu Dllp&rtaen\ t or 

lle ... •• to ralM -•1 tor \ hh u ti tbot. 

It .. - to .. .W.Oat SaporeUn tM\ 

.Ure tbl qQeatloD or rellot - up it abould be 

doM 10" •• 1arte orpaiMUOil obScll could t.Uo 1a 

all \be otMra worttial 1a tile cO<antl')'. I .SU \&lit 

to tllo Prea ld..,t &ad I will tallt to loru.n Da•lo. 

"'-7 ore all ao coooened tr1 t.b llbat s. hlppulaa in 

caecreu tll&t I ba .. P"• up UJSaa to &ot IUI)'tllllll 

M\t.led oantU odtor tbat b out of tba •AJ. 

to t.bo aou"'tS.. I beaolllht t.bu to cot lr, 

Herbert lloonr to or1uho cl..SUu roll t lA all *• 
cCNntrloa a t Rr todaf. . le tMll it abct~ld bo doM 

b:y tllo led Oroee, &ad ba alU PYI bSa belp to tlla 

led Croaa &ad~ to tiM led Clroea, Soao or .. tool 

YeT7 atroaal:r u you do tll&t thh roliof abo\lld be 

Klnn aurol;y trt tb ..-ploto UlldorouncitD& olth tllo 

led Croea, but •• a \bSaa aput ' baeau o t.ho lid Croaa 

h "" -•&enc:r or paiMUOil """ lA tbh coUAtTJ clooa 

not aceept co••~t .an•T• It look• t o .. • • tboaCb 

a robablll\atloo Job ill tba on<! oculd nood """"7 frca 

ov IO..,.....t., 

I ba... \&llted ao • ucll to eo "All¥ PMP1• l •• 

&ottllll to toel \bat uo\11 toMtbiD& Ia aot t1ocl ln 

~- t • 11bt Jut •• "U koo' quiet. 



.. 

:rov lclea tor t.ll.e ollildr.., ..... to •• .,aclertlll., . ""'' ll will .... to be oa • P'1Hll w.l•t&r7 bula, ror I a.. or - ,UO.a la tnh couatry mare aaboal alt.llclrea coll14 lOOt rtll4 e vaa ooe peu;y tor ror111•• -'>llclr•. llo•ver, tlloro a ro ~· 1lbo aoll14, aad ....,. print. MbDo1. abolllcl b • lncl\ldecl •• .. u. It • lll taka .... u.. to orpolae ond I wo1114 ll.ko to tell JOU to co allaad, blat I Ulllllt 1l would b o • la• r it yo. ooulcl -.lt lllltll I C&ll tell )OU ciorlatt aly t~.t t,.,. h p t .. to ba oae coa~ato oraanhatloa or tbat tb&t 1a out o! t.be qu .. u oo, aad la any •• •• you coll14 go oa ...... pla~Y . 

11 t.b but •1-"•• to yoa •lw..ro, I u 

Cord1olly yova, 

11ra. Dorotb;r CAA!iold Fl ellar 
lrl.illl toD 
Vonoont · 

' 

• 

so 



Dear Kra. Rooaeveltl 

Arlington, Vermont 
October 2, 1939 

A proJect tor help to refugee children whioh a 

small group of friends of whom Krs. Heorr s. Canb,r ie 

the leader, haa begun to try to plan, leads us almost 

at once to you to aek tor advice. Before we take the 

next step, we need some counsel from rou, whose view 

ot the American situation is so much more complete 

than ours. Because the possibilities for good in the 

plan seem to us really very great, I feel Justified in 

allld.ng you for some of your time and attentio~--now 

become so indispensable to Americans trying to work 

for hUII&Illl good causes. 

Here is our plant----to establish this winter, 

1n our American public schools, the period between 

Lincoln' • bir~ and Washington's birthday, as 

•Refugee Week. • Each American aohool-ohild will be 

asked to bring, during this periOd, aa IIIAn1 pennies 

as he ia yea.re old, to go into a fund for refugee 

children wherever they are on the globe--~Chineae, 

Polish, Spanish, German, Auetrtan, Ozech.---all the 

children '!'i tbout a r ·atherland. The American children 

in the lower grades would bring anen or eight or n11111 

pennies eaohr the high school boys and girls fifteen 



or alxteen. If thie effort ie even moderately euooeee­

ful, the eum ra1eed will be eDOugh really to do 1111oh 
I 

good even in a field eo tragically vast as that of the 

refugee child. 
I 

But thia reeul t would be onl;r a part of the good 

we hope tor. we feel that the aplritual profit to our 

American children would be greater than the material 

help given to the refugee children. For thie gesture 

of brother})" tr1endl1nees to other children could be 

made by tllao~ the finest poeeible l esson in 11v1ng 

patriot1m, that is, a thank- offering tor what moet 

children take entirely for granted, the inestimable 

blessing of being able to l ive in eatet7 under the pro­

tection of their own powerful oountr,r. Ae they learn 

about what life 18 for a ohild w1 thout a country-­

part of our project would be of course to d1etribute 

carefully written leaaon-material tor teachers ' uae 

--the7 could certainly be taugjlt a new and vivid 

appreciation for their own fatherland. We feel, and 

so do the eeveral officials in the public school eyetem 

whom we have consulted, that suoh a nationwide cesture 

of helpfulneu from our American children this winter, 

could not but help counteract in their hearts the dreary 

negative and tragic emphasie whioh of neoessit7 will be, 

during thie aohool 7ear, laid on the element of dutruo­

tive evil in all their lessons on current evente, poc­

rapbJ, eooial aoienoes and eo on. 

An laportant part or the meohan1am of this tent ... 

-s-



t1ve project is the method or distribution of the mon117 

raised, OUr plan 1a to have this dona by a quite inde-
1 

pendent Jury or five well-knOim Americans of auoh out-

standing reputation that no suspicions or partiality or 

untairneas could be held against their decisions and &P-
I 

port1onment ' or the mona)', 

we have taken steps to see if we 1can get t1hanoial 

backing tor the plan, tor ot course 1t would take a good 

deal or money to put over even the simplest plan connected 

with so vast a system as our public school system, and I 

reel fairly sure that we oan rind tbe money tor necessary 

expenses, We have the approval or several otficera in 

our public eohool ay stem, beginning at the top, For I 

have written a description of the plan to our National 

Commissioner of Education, Jlr, Studebaker, He wires in 

answer that he is greatly impressed by the poaa1b111ties 

ot the idea, espeoially (as we hoped) by its providing 

for our American children an element of active construe-

t1ve sood, to counteract the deadly impression of nothing 

but destructive evil in the world. He adds that he will 

do all he oan to help ua, but warns us(ot a difficulty we 

know too well) that it h very hard to or&an1ze 8117 project 

in our public schools connected with the raiaing or 1110nl!)', 

We would be quite ready to take the next step­

that 1s, to begin to orcani&e a committee, and to write to 

the Comm1asioners or Education or each State, to aak 1! he 

will cooperate----axoept tor one consideration, and it ie 

that which sends ae to you, 

-~ 
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ll'e are aware that since the betr1nn1ni ot the war in 

Ev.rope, all over our country there are apr1ng1nc up in the 

true ••~hearted impetuout American way----do&ent, h~dred1 

ot plane to help reline the d1etre .. ot the Yiotiu ot war 

and t:yr&IUV'. 11h1a.e this ehowa an adllll.r .. ble quick.neu ot ey&­

pet!J:r, we reel rather anx1oue]J' thet a eort ot waetetul 

anaroey and obaoe will reaul t in the t1eld ot ohe.ri t:y an4 

relief, it all tbeee ettort1 are o~iud and aet on toot 

htt-or-mtue, whenever and Wherever an idea happene to ooour 

to eOJDebody ot good will. Ire tear that the oharitable i­

pulae or the 1f8neral. publio and the oonaotenoe or the average 

person will be blunted and oontuaecl by overlapping and too 

repetitious appeal• tor help and aympath:y. Henoe, paalion­

ate]J' convinced though we are that the plan I have outlined 

baa reallJ' very great potential value both to ·euttering 

children w1 thout a country aD4 to our own American children, 

yet we hee1 tate to try to launch 1 t independently, (although 

we would probablJ' be able to do th1a), tor tear of add1J1C 

to a oontua1on which g1vea ue concern tor the future ot 

relief work 1n 1f8neral in tbia country. 

lfe would be i-nse]J' relieved 1! we oould carry on 

tbia balt-aade plan or oura aa part (the oh1ldren1a part) 

ot some lt1nd ot unified national program ot rel1et work 

in tb11 creat world eaergeno:y. 

You will perh~e think, aa we did tor a ti•, ot 

the National Red Orou, But, although like all Americana 

we are dl't'oted aupporhra ot our F'B•t national Red Oron, 

we reel eure that that would not be advil&ble, tor these 

-+-



reaaonaz----the treeh atr1king note ot newneu and cUreot­

neee, the ohild-to-oh1ld feature, would cUeappear or at 

leaat loae muoh ot 1te toroe it thie were •onlJ' another 

Red Orou dr1n, J the American Red Crou could, to reaoh 

ref'u&ee children out ot th1e oountr,. , do noth1ng but turn 

a part ot the 110n01 over to the Internat ional Red Orou, 

and the Red oro .. abroad beoauee at the aem1-K()verDIIIent&l 

character it haa in all oountr1ee, 1a eer1ouel,y handicapped 

in dealing with retugeee because at the political character 

ot their situation (tor instance there would be eer1oue ... 
difficulty t or tbe French Red Orou cUatributinc help to 

Spanieh retu,eea 1n France); there are already ex1atinc 

plenty ot tine, well-oreaat~ed devoted committee• tor 

retugee ald covering the whole t1eld1 to whom the money 

could be turned over in proportions determ1ned by the Jur,. 

ot Award, and ueed immecUatel,y and directly tor retugee 

children wh0111 euch ooamitteea are already struggling to 

help; and t1nall,y we eat great value on the perteotl.Jr in­

dependent Jur,. ot Award made up (eo we hope) of eome at 

the moat d1at1ngu1ehed peraonali ties at our nat1on----

7ee, ot oouree, aa you gueae, we would hope very much 

that 70u would be willing to be one at the tive membere 

ot auoh a oa.mittee. 

How we know that 70u are in a poa1 tion to eee the 

whole ot the D&tloll&l. t1eld, ot wh1oh we aee onl,y a ••ll 
part. Oould 70u t8e time to let ue know tiret what 1e 

70ur general 1~reee1on at thie plan tor Refugee Week, 

and next to ctn ue eome advice, it an:r occure to ;rou, 

' 
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about the b .. t wq to aanace th1a attort, without a441nc oon­

tuaton to the t1eld ot obar1 table effort in the Un1 tad Statu' 

We are reap~ entirel7 at ' lol8 at th1e point, and turn to 

;rou, hoptnc ;rou .ay have an 1nap1ratton, a.nd venturing to 

IIIAke th11 dell&nd on ;rour tim beoauee ot the real.~ extreol'­

d1n&r7 good which al~t oom ot euoh a plan, well orpniaad 

and carried out. 

With heart- felt thanke tn &dvanoe tor &n1 eteertnc 

adv1oe ;rou oan ~1ve ua at th1e etage, and w1th----ae alwa;re 

from mel----heart-felt gratitude tor all ;rou do to keep the 

l1~t of deoent17 eene1t1ve buaanit7 alive 1n American 

hearts, 

• 
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lii.Y 4MJ' ~~. .... J 11berl 

I will be Yery glad t o be a 
a.ber ot tbe ec..tu .. at Aw.r4 whlah 

you ..,"""'• 

I wu ao 1nhr .. h4 t o read 
abou' your p~ t o hllp t he r e1\1g11 
ahU4rell IOD4 hope you wlll let ""' l<now 
rz- \1... to U.- bow t b111CI are pro­
.,...alD&, 

Very auaerely youre, 

llrs. Do•othy Caofl•ld Fisher 
Arl1neton 
Vermont 

' 
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Dear Kre , Roosevelt: 

\ ~. 
\ ' 

.. 

Arlington, Vermont 
November 13, 1939 

We are tollowing your eucgeetton about going ahead 
(without publ1oity) 1n the attempt to organize that project 
tor getting help tor nll refugee children from all American 
children, The State Comm1ss1onsra or Education are to meet 
in Grand Rapids early in December and we are trying to make 
arrangements to have the project, in a oaretully prepared 
torm, ready to present to them then. This involves asking 
people it they ' ll help out on a plan which is as yet only 
tentatively shaping ~P· But one must start somewhere with 
the most tentative project. 

60 I 'm venturing to wri te you (and Justice Felix 
Frankfurter, Mrs , Hoover, William Allen White and Monsignor 
Ryan) to aek it you will be a member o:l' the small Committee 
or distinguished Americans who will apportion among the 
different asenoiea now heiping retugees, the money raised 
by this collection among American children----it ~when 
it 1s raised. l're need for thla Colllmi ttee or Award, which 
is to act with entire independence, ita decisions final, 
some Aner1can names or such d1st1notion that no one can 
possibly question the impartiRlity ot their decisions. 

No meeting or this Como!ttee would be necessary, 
I should think. The statements from the dltterent retu~e 
agencies as to their work would be sent to each one, and 
the short neoese&J')' taking-ot-oounoil with the tour other 
members could be done ~ mail----although with you, Yr. 
Frankfurter and Monel gnor Ryan all in Washington, it mlr,ht 
not be too hard to arrange one meeting. 

I hope this 1a not asking too much of you---especially 
as it aa:r turn out to be aaking nothing at all, since we llliiY 
not be able to devise a plan acceptable to the public aohool 
authoritiee, although we are working on one, in which the 
only danger oould really be entirely avoided---- the danger 
I mean or puttinc the el1jdltest preaeure on the poorer chil­
dren or malting them reel in any way lessened by th1er inabil­
ity to help. Ae I told you, ~own special interest in this 
plan is not only to help out In the tragic situation or retugee 
children but to help our American children to realhe how 
intini teiy tor tunate even the poorest American ohil<l 1a, ( co~ 
pared to the children without a country) • . ~ late under the 
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protection of hie own tlae, with everyone up to the 
President or the nation concerned about hie welfare, 
eager to create around him an evironment in whioh be 
can develop beat, anxious and troubled about him when 
such an environment does net exist, remot•setul tor lacks 
in his lite, rejoicing when th1nga go well tor him----­
the American child, no matter how poor, is in a blessed 
haven compared to the o~tcaat children or the refugeea. 
It is especially to bring this home to our chtldren that 
I am working_so hard on this attempt, I do hope you'll 
reel you oan let us use your name on that proposed Com­
mit tee or Award. 

With warmly friendly greetings always, 
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Dear Mrs. Roooevelt : 

\
(/ 

f'/ 
~ 
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ArlinP.ton, Vermont 
November 25, 1939 

By good luck {for me) I'm to he in New York on 
Tuesday next, and wonder if there would be in your closely­
packed day, f ive minutes to eee me and bring me up to date 
on the organ! tation of the J•efugee-rel1ef s i t uetlon {as 
far ae it concerns the attempt to rat es money for refugee 
children of which I've written you) . We are now quite aure 
of being able to secure the money to f\nance this undertaki ng 
{in one form or another, according to circwostancee) eo that 
all money contributed ~uld go direct to r efugee children---­
a clear way open from child t o child, 

I should have told you in ~ last letter that ln the 
matter of apportioning the money raised, we he.d thought of 
dividing the field of child- refugee relief into tour parts 
----Roman Oathollo, JewiAh, Protestant and non-- sectarian. 
In each of these fields we woul~ ask the l eadi ng relief or­
ganizations t o assume the responsibility of distributing 
the money raised among the smaller and more specialized 
committees i n tho same field. I've Just written l!onaignor 
Ryan {who has kindly accepted the 1nv1tat1on to be n member 
of the Jury of Award) askl flR him to select the Catholic 
refugee- relief agency which he wou1d like to eee represent 
the efforts at relief of his Church. For t he Jewish field, 
we would give "hatever the Jury of Award thoup:ht a fair 
proportion to t he big co-ordinated Committee i n New Yol'k . 
The Committee for the Relief of Christian Reru~ees would 
be asked to distribute the money allotted to thnt field . 
And tht! Quakere through the Frienua Service Commit tee "ill, 
we hope , distribute the money in the non-Sectarian field, 
which means, probably, organizations helping Spanish and 
Chineee children. 

This will, as you see greatly simplify the respon­
eibili~J of the Jury of Award, since they will have only 
to decide in what proportione to give the money (it and 
when we raise it) to these four organizations . l.lonsignor 
nyan and Willi am Allen White have accepted membership on 
that Committee . And Pearl Buck, so keenly interested in 
Chinese war-orphans, is to be on the Executive Conmittee. 

We are ot couree eager to know about the progress 
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....... 
or the plan tor unified national relief work, which eeeme 
to me more and more essential. And we will be very glad 
and much relieved to hRve our own errort a part or a co­
herent, orderly program. It's ~bout that or course that 
I would 80 much l ike to 888 you tor five minutes. 

I 
IV1th waljllllY fri endly greetings, 

C\)~~ s-~~ -::r~ 
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I t)r; 
Arlington , Vermont , Suudny Ja n. 21 1940 

Mrs Roosevelt : ./ ( .. ·'"' I 
This is to be so per so nal end confidential 

a letter that I don't ' " IDt anyon e but you- - -not even my t o·ueted 
secretary- -to soe it. So I am t ap? Sng it orr in my bad amateur 
type~eriting, witn apolo~; ies for mistakes. 

I be enclosed carbon of a letter just sent orr to 
Monsi gnor Ryan( of which I ho~>e you' l l hav e ti'!le to r e a.i t he 
marked passages ) s ets before you t he bare f acts of a s ituation 
wbicb I feel I ought t o report on more fully t o you. 

It looks on t he surface as tho ugh Mr Hoover's rus hi ng to 
start a mite-box collec t i on i n the schools just before the 
Children 's Crusade, were only t he kind o f natural contusion 
wbl cb y our prophetic l ook nbeod l ast October , perceiveil wou l d 
certai nly d~rken the world of r olie f- effort, if so~e neti . n ­
wide frame of ordoo·ly co - ord inat i on were not est a blished u"der 
one head. 

Sut I fear t hat this i s worse than what might occur from a 
mere chunce crossing of wires . I';e had a good deu l of 
experience , and I'm not easily shocked , but I was really 
horrified by tba tone of the intel'View v:i th Mr Hoover( of 
which , naturally, I have g i v en ~nsienor Ryan onl y a brief 
ooutline ) And I f eel I ought to give you my personal 
impr ession that it •.ould be , in roy judgment, dano,er ous in the 

~' extl'S<ne t o entl·ust to hlou in h is .. resent state of neurotic 
t:! bitterness and ha te, any l arge responsibi !ity for s t eer ino; 

• "J or managing America n generosity and charity . Confusi on and >- • waste of effort , such as you foresaw, bud ali tha t i s, wo,dd I 
! ':'l feel, be bet ter t han what might r esult if Mr Hoover were at 

~ "i • - ~ the head of any large co-ordinating co :o.l ttee. 
~ ~ . 

V:
[' This personal report of a r~ cent , fi rst-hand encounter has 

,o ! 'd or cour s e no more value t han that of co.nplet e disinterestedness 
~ ~ for I had never met Mr. llooovor before and went to the 

intervien with e tradit ion of r espect and l i k ing ~or hi s 
charitab le efforts) and compl e te sinoer i ty. I t is se nt to 
you because I feel , alont; "i th so many hundreds of t houso.nds of 
other Americans such l oyalty, affect i on and t 1-ust for you , and 
suoh a desire to co-operata with your work in any v.ay I can. 
Just drop my rsport i nto your monory as one of the items of 
raw material ou t of which you form your e.<t r a - sound judgments 
on Amer i ca n affairs. 

And now I •m writing about one d isagreea ble ma t·t er, 
I •m moved to speak about ano ther which has b ""n o n my 111ind 
alm.ost since the beginni ng of the Children 's Crusade. The 
work for this has taken me more de opl y than ever before, into 
the myriad ramifications of our enormous Americ Kn .. ubllo school 
system in· all aorta of pl a oee. As I have enconntered one after 
anot her of the officials ot t ile public schools, I have repeatedly 
beard from then e co :o.ment wbioh has astonished me to the limit 
ot a s toniarunent and beyond----an expression of a hurt Alling 
thet "the Roosevelt& don't know and don't cilre any thing about 
the AmeriCAn public sobool system." This often b egins >titb 
an expression of surprise at seeing yo ur name on the Jury or 
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Award, "llra Roosevelt? Does she know th18 is aostly ot 

public school movement?• 
I was l!.t first too astounded to do more than ory out tbl!.t 

everyone in Amerial\ knows there is no citizen t1vill8 who 
cares more about the youth or this nation thon you. To which 
my interlocutors have replied( in substance) somethl ng like 
this, "Yes , she's inter ate~ in children and young people if 
they are oicturesQuely destitute . But the drably seH-su>~orting 

salt-respecting public or our tree public schools just don t 
register with either Mr or lolrs Roosevelt. They ausociate 
socially onl y with poople whose chi l dren go as o matter or 
course to the priv~tte schools, and they like to be benefactors 
or tlle ver'J poor 1-.h'f"' have no social posit lon at all. But t he 
obscure, unllramatio, oublio-school class-rooms- --when do 
t loey ever th l nk or tbeJtl? A &reat nW1lbeJ• or our Amerio>tn 
schools, even the noor ones, have the raaio n~w. Has t he 
President over spoken about our country to the school-chi ldren 
or America?• • 

Now in the nature or things I i T.eg ina that moat or this 
is no more thon another as pect or the unfortunate ract that 
no IU'ltter what a great public orr ioial doos , it. i s cr1t.icized 
by one or another sot or people . But, sinoe of all your rare 
personal QUaliti es, t he one whi ch hi\ S rr.osc struck me i s your 
completely honest and selfless objectivity, I •m reporting on 
thie not very agreeabl e but not at all s~rious matter, jus t 
bec•tuse I think you like to know ao many facts as oossible. 

I hasten to say that your name on thn Jury of Award or The 
Chi l dren ' s Crusade has evidently enorcously gratified public­
school officialdom( if I dare c~ll it that) To bave nice old 
!.lise Woodruff, ex-President of the Nat ional Education Association 

end Dr Glenn, e Superintendent of schools :nan tune1·icnn city, 
asaooiated with you brings a look or real sati sfa ct i on to their 
Otten rather bareased and anxious feces. 

I •m sending with other outrageously ti:ne-consuming th i ngs 
in this large envelope , some material abo ut the progress of 
The Chi! dren ' a Cruso.de. It has been astoniehin,;l y ra ;id anl 
great. To be perfectly honest, as I•m try!~~ to be i n this 
letter , I must report that many or these wonderfully fine 
Americans who are backi ng up the 1'\ovement, while entirely 
sympathetic to the idea or hel])i~ exiled ollildren v•ithout 
a countr y, are r aallY i t erested in the Chi l dren's Crusade 
oam;aign, bec>use of the marvellous possibi l ities or 
dr~natizing through it thoao text-book lessons in civi cs 
a.nd •government" too often alas ! considered a bore by 
seventh end eighth grade and high school students. It ' s 
hardly too m ch to say tbat the ~TitiQS pens or t bls country 
are mobilized bebind this movement beoo use or the chance it 
gives to bring a groat reinforcement of vividly aroused 
public opinion to back up in the young people ' s minds , what 
bas been ,ut down accuratel y but without oolor and drama 
in text books. 

By broadcasts, a flood or newspaper syndicated articles, 
;loems , storie·s , essays, dramat i c presentBti -.~ns, the attempt 
will be made to prove to our sobool children t hat "Teacher• 
ia not the only one to believe in end care eb ·ut those 
too-often forgotten politicnl institutions or our country 
...tlich alone protect our o•m ohlldren from being refugees. To 
put it baldly, what we ho~e to do is , by making o. picture or 
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what the l ife or a refugee ch ld is, without the proteoti on ot a government ot his own, t o bring h0111e to ou.r school children---to us all---what our own government does tor us, al tho1J8 h most of the time we jus t take it for 1.1 ranted. 'I'l'he ve ry first oontrlbution.ll t or children vlithout a oount ' 'Y c~~me in, entirely spontaneously, last au.o.,.er , long before The Bhll~ren ' s Crusade was t hought or---in faut ~he incident was one or the seeds of the movement . I was surprised, in AIJ8u.st, to get a letter from a little group of Vemont chi l dren , sanev:hero in t he north of our state, about bel ve ot them, wbo had been attdenill!l one or t hese new s ummer Church schools. They snid , in substance, that t hey ·.tare s onding along some roo ney th ey had ga ther ed ot thei r own accord (it' crune to two <Wllars an.1 s..venty-nine cents I th in\() to go to children wbo had be en driven out of their countri es. "We haven •t much rroney" they 1111! "Tdt o , "But we sti ll have Q.!!r countr y to look out for us." 
~te-box ocnrlection pa rt of The Chi ldron• s ~rus~de is r dslly onl y bec~uM to "uee" the plight of the raf1J8&9 hhild t'M-1 as e dr amati c contrast in thut way , \ '.0 l d be ignoble vlithout also making a gJ(esture or brotherly aym•l8thy for hir.r . It is not psycho' ogicnlly sound+ to arouse emotion without providing an outlet in acti on for it. , I•m working now( t o change the subject.) on the twenty minute paper I'm to give Mond·ty mor nino , Febr uary 5th, at the N.Y.A. meeting wher e you ere to preside . I weditated wait i ng till then to tell yo u all this, but couldn ' t imagine how it woo,~ld be oossi ble to have 11 quiet quarter of an hour alone with you, and thought that , burdening 88 a lone letter is, t his way would be less of a bother to you. 

Don't forget please that, alas / I ' ll need to have your promise to allot twenty-five par cent of \/hatever money i n col l ected by the Children ' s Crusade , to Fi nnish children, to meet Mr Hoover ' s conditions. I have heard already from tv~ of the Jury of Award . Miss Woodruff( usually very digni~ied and academic) telephoned me " I 'm madder than a wet hen ---but I su;>pose there is no<bi ng elso to do." Just i ce Lehman eont a long telegram saying that as a jud6e he v.o.r ld feel it his duty to sent~nce hi:nself to a teem in jail if as a member of a Jury he promis~d beforehand befor e heari ng t he evidence, to come to a certain decision, "but I bow to the compulsion of---o1rcumatance8 " ( I c •.n i •"esina tho fine ly ironic 8mtle with which that phrase ws8 sot dovm)"and hereby promise that I will vote to allot t wenty-five per cent etc ate I'll hope to hear trom you---probably feeling like Miss Vloodrutt - --as well as from Monsignor Ryan and \'•illiem Allen White, very soon. 

In utt ar aontidena e.nd devotion, 
Yours 

( D~~~~ ;}~ 

\ 
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My dear Monaignor Ryan: 

Arlington, Ye~ont. 
l onuery 20 , 1940. 

It 1a with extreme r egret (mot·e tllr.n r og r c t -
exea:•ernt1onl) tha t l \ .. t•1tu to t oll you n new d.evel o puu:mt 
.. bout the promiae ot tile Children' 8 Ur uaude ( v.hioh 18 by 
the wuy reoe1vlng a m..-.rvblloue rea ponae t·rom ull oo:rte und 
conditione ot Alno:rioana) Lllu ~ the Jury or Au •rd v,ill oe 
lett in complete independence as to ita a ,, ·Ol'tion of tho 
tAoney raiaed by the 1a1te-box oolleoUon. Thu i':.ctu ur·e t he s e 
I won't clo moro the.n set down til~ f uote. I wrote Mr s. 
Borbert Hoo'l'er in October on the euroe do t~ wllen I wr oto you. 
Mrs. Rooeeyelt end William Alle n White, the " ·'"" lette r , 
asking ller to bu " ••ember ot tba Jury or }.l'ltl l'-1' Hnll &J.~luin-
ing in det uil the plun or the Children' 8 Ot·ueude, You , 

I Lira. Roosevelt und W1ll1<i!D Allen Vlbite ull t·uplled ullllost 
by retur·n mail . Mrs . Hoover di d not uoknowledgo ••Y let t er 

i until Deoembe1• 2, saying abe ooul d not buC>uus e or her 
j ~osition (c.a an ex-Preaident ' a \lite I suppo~o ) be ax;>.,oted 

to t uke any l\Otive ?ttrt in any •'" l' t1oulnl' •uov .. u.~nt, S:>Olo­
gizing for wei tin.: eo long bufore replying , ,<n a closing 
" v. ith the hove tb11~ this enter; r iae wil t meet 'llitll tho !!1'8t\t 

~ euooese whioh it deaot·'l'ea . • 

f A short time llfter thu t , Mr . Boove r ' e 7 ixmish 
, Relief Clllllpllign beg~tn, " p11rt o/ whioh " " " ( " Hhou,;b '· • gid 
I not lt!IQYI tb1e till Jun tho o thor uuy) W« B u mH e -box 

• i 
oolleotion in Amerioen a.obooi- roums , e~H~tly on t.ho lines 
of ! he Children ' a O>·ueade , to t uko pl oce e~1·ly in Fe bruory. 

} I needn't tell you Lhut ol' course t his , it' our r ied 
~ out , would hue ~ut 11n end to The Ohila r en' e C •·usccle tor all t aurtering refugee children evorywhore on the slobs. •·or Tt 
,. ie extreme l y 4ittioult to get ~u8t the publio sohool tradition 
;; of no oo.J,J.e~t iona taken froiD sohool-obildren. We huvc: been 
~ working ~ on tbia tor .threo full months now , getting 
·! ready e greet body ot publio o~inion, und find a ;>rat t y 
, rigid ~r&tlition •sainet ullo•·rin0 aohool obiluren suoh 
~ op , ortun1t1e• to aharu in ex?rosa1()no of oomphsu1cn tor 
~ eutrering. I t ie bre..king tlown , in UhlDY pl " oo8 , undar our 
1 earnest plea a . We hllYe had from m" ny eta te 3yatowo(Conn­
t eot1out , .lt•izona, 7 lor1de , Oolora de , .•nu my o•··n Vonnont) 
~ oordial prnmieea or ooraplete oo-o~ ar .. tionw ~nd from ma ny 

· othora the atutoment t bnt suoh Ol>l t Lors uri!' left to loool 
"uthoritie8. So we uro Just g etting our ron t dt·i.ll tOtS ut her 
to reeob looal Su~8r1ntendenta <>nd Pl·inoipuls of ~ohoola, 
and 'l'ery gltl..J ot thia ohdnoD to ro<•Oh in t his wuy tho ve ry 
oopillariee ot Amerioun ~ublio o~inion. 
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Jfow in view of t his, if Mr . Hoover went uhet~d 
with his plan ror " Finnieh wito-box aolleot i on , one of 
t wo t hill<!a would hop:•en --- either of them c top t>ing ~be 
Children ' a Cruaude <>bsolutely: - eltbot• ~h" sol•oola v.ould 
ac!J41t tho HooTer Utlte-bOxea , ( wl• ioh i s doubtful ) in 1thiob 
ouse- they ~>OUld oertuinly n~vcx· c llow u l t.Cer ooll&ution 
the &t.mo your; or they would rofuse to Lldonit tbom, in l'.hicb 
onso t.hey oould eooroely pet1ttlt unothet· Ol"U ~tniz:;, t.ivn to do 
t he sWIIa thins ror a wider pl an o!' rolief. 

As aoon 110 I heurcl of t he Hoover
1 

p+an , I went to 
lfew Yorlt to see Mr. Hoover, Ptll,l9nt1ne; the aitut~t ion us we 
have f oWld it, and expl uininB(:"' second .. t t6illi>t 11lon1; the 
lines of t he Ch1ldren Ia Oruu•.ue would pJ•obubly result in 
t he failure or bOth. I ulHO venturou to l'IHn.ind biw lli! 
l.lra. Hoover had known or our >lun sinoo Od o ber. Mr. Hoover 
mode no !<newer to thla, but s n i<l thu. t '"' v:ould v, ithllt'l11. his 
9lan f or on ottompe Gt :iohool-room 1nito-1Jo x colleot1 ~,ns, 
only on c.ondlti on thaL our J ul'y o r .,\•ul·d v.111 oleuKO themselves 
in ndvunoe to .,o,orti vn t wen·ty- t'ive l><>r cent o l' Lhe money 
ooileoted by the Ohildr .. n •s Cl·ua~de , to Yinnisll ohildron . 
I renlied tbut thi11 1ooulcl be entirtJly oso inat our t•roroise 
to leave t hem independ<>nt. Ho merr,ly repea ted th>ot only 
on thut oondition would he g ive ord!'rS t o desist f rom tho 
ut tempt a1: " busty orgunizution oi' ol ass-t·oom coll•N tion 
tor ths Finnish Relief lund . I m:\ll_e no comm.,nt on thi s, 
I t hink no oomment ia neudod. 

You wUl aoe I bavo no ohoioo but to 1•:ri t e the 
m8111bera or the lury ot AwH rd, aoqu uinting them with those 
i'uote end llsking t hem •e if they will be willing s o to ~ledge 
themaelvos. May I h6Ve your answer eo eoon as ~osoible , ns 
everything de~enda on ~hie decision. 

Now tb6t I am writing you, I ' d llk\l to ·take adv-antago of 
the opportunity t o send you so!Ob matet·le l wh1cb gives an 
idea. or reoent doTelo,>mente, und to t ell you tbut the r esponse 
from Americ-.na in all ranke of life hea---ea fur 110 wy experienoa 
~goes---broken the reoord·, for ;>rOm!>t >lnd e uthuoi eatio expressions 
or approval and orfere or help. Our list of a :>onsors ia 

getting urunanagaobly l opg. Pruotio~lly overyone wt.o bns been 
asltecl saying yee ' ''i t h ardor ( a l ways with the c.xo" •'"ion or some 
of the onutioua orfioiale or the ;.>ublio sohool syutem! )· 

The Jury ot Award now luis its full number an<! , we thi nk , 
ie r ~resontat ively Amerioun,---you, Mrs Roosevel t, Juatico 
lrTin ..; Lehman ot Nov; York at"t e , William Allen ~.htte , and , 
repreeonting the ·•ublio aoho.:>l ayatel4 , Miss Curoline Woodruff , 
ex-Preeident of the N. E. A. end Dr Glenn , Suuot·intendont or 
Sohoola 1n Blminshlllll , Alabama. Do you U?yrovo or y ... ur oolleaguea? 
It not! we ' 11 vo very glHd to ~:~et any a~t(OSti,•na fJ·ow y.;u t~bout 
a ~oaa btle addition. , 

. ' 
Mrs RooeOTelt , whoso inexhaustible int"J'e&t in all t hat 

ie tor tho good or Amari o>.m ohildr.,n/ hue oxtondod to our Crusnclo , 
baa eevernl tl::>el g iven us invaluably sound good oounael . One 
or the pi ooea or advio <' she guve, ourl y in nur worlt, wua not to 
forget the private auhoola. And or ooura e site ia right, t hat 
it ie t r ue t he well -to-do oh11<1ren in privute sohools need suob 
a ohiUloe to help other ohildron in t1·agio need ns IUUCb ua--- oh 
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more thant---pub'lto school children. ~e ere t'ollo1·:i n.< 
her adTioe, and are now or~:~an1Zi118 tiD a p, rouch to P" ivute 
achoola. 

And when I wrote P:rofeasor Ca rlton Hayes or Columbia( who 
by the way was e clasa-mete and oolleg~ friend of my huabend's 
in Columbia) , he replied at once saying th"t or course he 
would ba aponaor and do what he ao .ld to help the movement 
and added a h?"e that we wo 1ld n" t forg et t he perouhial 
ao hoolal where auoh en opportunity tor sr i ritual stimulus . 
and rea aharity wou l d be welcome and prized. V.e were oil! 
oourae alreedy counting on the parochial suhoola, end 
Father Oatermann or New Yorlc( who ha.e beon wonde1·tully 
co-operative and helpful to ua) bad writ ten Archbishop 
Rummell! eo especially interested in r~fugees, to &sk his 
auggeat on about how to aprroa~t the parochi al scnool 
authorit1••· The aug~:~eation v,hloh cume back rrom Ne1. 
Orleans was that Professor H11y •. s and I should! together 
aign a lett ar or explanation or "The Children a Crust~de , 
beginning with thia phrase, 

"At the sugg esti on of Hia Kxoellency, Most Reverend 
loaeph l' •UDIIIIell, we are l'<Hl!Jeotfully l'eques ting pel·mission 
to extend the a pveal or the Children • a Crusade , to the children 
or your parochial sobools in the s wne mlinner " ~ this eam~ning 
is being carr ied on in other public and ,.>riv.lt e schools o l' 
the country.w and then send this l etter not only to the 
Dioeaeaan SUperintendents u.s ' ' a hod pl unn ed , but hlso to 
the Bishop of eaab Diocese. Professor Hayes and I ore 
already writing ba ck nnd forth about this letter or 
expl~mation and appaul, which will soon bo reud'y to send out. 

111111 All my apologies for writing a t such length! 
Until now I haTe been making a greet ef fort not to bother 
you with clt)taila of our Ylork, .. nd once I begin 1 t ha s 
prov ed bard to stop. My heurt is very full, unci it brims 
oTer "·ith gratitude to you ror th,. generous divi na tion of t he 
poaaibilitiee tor sood in Tbe Children's Oi·ueude, a • SbO"'ll 
by your aooeptunoe or membership on the Jury or ,\Y.'UJld. 

I'll hope to bear promptly rrom you about the 
promise exacted by ex-President Hoover. A thousand regrets 
go with this lette•· for the enforced breaking of our promise 
or leaving the Jury of A \lard complete independence 11a to the 

·apportioning or money raised , Any suet;estions 1\hich occur 
to you ebou.~ the conduct or the o'1mp..tgn, s pra .. din~:~ so lil<e 
a weve, will .be welcomed and heeded you mny be sure. 

l uitht'ully und sincere ly yours , 

~ I 



THJ: OHILDRi:ll 1 8 ORUUDI lOR OHlLORU 

some QU .. Uona and Anawere 
by Dorothy O&nrield Tisher 

(Thie wae wrUUn for the JIUional Educational A.oaooiation 
Journal and will appear in thei r Yaroh auaber) 

HOI DID IT BURTT with the flowing 1iogether into one. 

broad ebeu, of ruahing ourrenh of t hoU&b1i and eo.oUon in­

aide the minde and hearta .of i nnumerable Amerioane :--- -(1) 

the paaeiooate wieh to preaerre our national neutrality; (2) 

an equal l y paaeionate fe eling t hat that neutrality must not de­

generate i nt o mere aelfieh ignoble oomplaoenoy over being eafe 

while eo many of our fellow-men are i n agany; (J) a 1 deoent oon­

oern for the opi nion of mankind", to prove to ouraelvea and to 

t he world that our far-flung demooraoy ie a atrong uni ted nation, 

aa capable in 19•0 ae ever, of making a noble geature of that 

humane idealiam wbioh 1e one of ita moat l iving traditiona; <•> 
a horrified oompaee1on f o r t he plight of t he ohildrao---Ohineee, 

German, Bpaniah, rrenob, Auatrian, O&eoh, Poliah, oh, the long 

li tany of woeJ---driven from t heir homea for no faul t of theirs, 

and an alarmed realization that they, like all ohi ldren, r epre-

eent the future of our raoe and muet be laved from ruin no t only 

out of ordinary huaan deoenoy, but fo r our oolleoUve future; (5) 

an equally oonoerned feeling that our own American children and 

young people, like all of ua, have been 10 troubled by our econo­

mic diffioul tiea ae to ignore, wi tb a f orgetful i ndifference wh ioh 

i1 a danger t o our oount ry, the magnificent political euooeee of 

our incomparable redera1iion; (6) a hear1i-felt old-Amerioan oonfi­

denoe 1ibat our publio eohoole preeerve i ntac t t he old- .. erioan oepa-



oUy for ide&lhi1o ferYor &loll& gftJicUy broa4 linea of brotherly, 

ooara4ely; huaan feeling. 

IIUf I:IID Or !!I!IUCAII8 .t.R.J BI:HliD fHI: CHILDRIII' B CRU!!ADI:f 

It all their naaea were eet down hera t here would be nothing alae 

-2. 

on the page, Hare are a Yery few ohoaen &laoat at random &aona 

aany:---tx-Preeident Aftaall of T&le, William Green of the A,r, of 

L., llr, B, D. Bh&nkl&nd, R&yaond Qru Swing, Dean William.Ruuell, 

Pearl Buok, Colonel Theodora Aooeavelt, Walter D&aroaoh, Profeeaor 

Oh&rlee Beard, llr, Inin A, 11leon, Pnatdent i,li:,.t., Eleaentarr 

Prinoip&la Aseociation, Doro thy fho~paon, Helen Hayea, Harry Eaeraon 

r oadiot, Dr. Ch&.rlu B. Olann, Dr, George A. Buttriot, Prea14ant 

Conant of Hanard, JuaUoa raUx frantfurhr, llr, Iillard Ghana, 

ir, J, 1, 8iadebatar, ir, .t.rchib&ld iaoLeiah, t he new Librarian 

of Congraaa, &PProYa and are halPin& with good oounaal, 

OOIORifiLT AID II DlfAIL WH.t.f IB THE OHILDR!i:li'B ORUB4DE1 

.t.ftar a nation-wide campaign (outeide the aohool a) of newepaper, 
be 

magazine, radio, aoYie publicity about what we have. to/th&ntful 

for and to guard and wort t or aa .t.aerioana, and a period (inaida 

the eohoole ) of oentar1qg the regular laeeona in .t.aer1oan h1atory, 

current aYenta, aooial aoienoaa, eto,, around the aaae idea, a aite­
(....,o:&, 

box thank-offering of penn1ea will be taten during the ~ weet 
2."- 3o in April (iondar .t.pril ~. through Wadneaday, April .. ) aaong 

Aaarioan children aafe under their own flag to go to the helpleea 

hoaeleea ohildr.n without a country, WheraYer they are on the globe. 

HOW IILL TBIB iOiiT 81 DIBTRlBUfiDT By an independent jury 

of award, ira. ileanor RooaaYelt, llona1gnor Ryan (D1raotor of the 



I 
lational Catholic lelfare Oonterenoe), Dr. Caroline Woodruff, 
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fomer Preddent of the l,l • .t.., W1111u .t.llen White, and Dr. 

Charlet B. Glenn, B~erintendent ot Boboola, Birmingham, .t.labaaa, 

han alrtadf aooepUd aeabera)lip on tbh jUllf, ~ .:J-l ,'c... 

J,..~'b' e ... """_ ~ '"""" ~ 
TO !BQK IILL THIT 4fPORT101 THI MOHElt To reaponaible, 

well- ltnowul well-organised nl1ef or11'anhat1ona already operating 

in the four great field&, Roman Catholio, Jewiah, Proteaiant, and 
I 

non-eeotarian, (Tbe Qualtera are to be reaponaible tor non-sectarian 

relief, ) 

IOB'T .t. ORE.t.T DE.t.L Of THE OOLLECTIOI GO FOR OVDRHE.t.Dt ~ot 

a penny ot it. ~1 ezponeee are guaranteed from another eouroe • 

.t. olaar way ie thus opened fro• child to ohild, 

HOI O.t.l OlE LE.t.~ KORE 'DIT.t.lLB .t.BOUT THIBl By writing to 

Director, Children'• Cruaadt for Children, Empire State Building, 

lew York City. .t.nd when you write, do remeaber that •• are . lcnging 

for adYloe, euggeations, 1natruotiona as to how to be aoat effectiYe, 

from all o! Jou, experienced bf peraon&l oontaot with .t.merlcan chil-

dren in their olaaercoaa, 

HOW .t.BOUT B.t.fiOU.t.RDIIO TH& f iELlBOS OF OUR POORER OHlLDRiB? 

There will be no eet hour or day for the oolleotion. The aite-box 

will etand aYailable io all pupil• during eaoh eobool daJ of that 

week in APril, lo one need know what any child hae giYen, or whether 

he baa giYen anything. Perhapa no ohildren will profit aore, apirit---
ually, by thla opportunity to sake a humane and generoue geature than 

our leea well-to-do, then eYen a penny---if eYe ryone will do aa much-­

--mean• real help to real fleeh-and-blood children, in deaperate need, 



the poorer ot our own children oan, t or once, haYe their ebare ot the 
dignHy and joy ot help111i othen. 

lQI'! IHlB 11PLQITIIO OUR &MFBJ04X OHILPREMt The a t atiatice 
aa to the oonau.ption ot oh .. iog-gua, candy, ice-oreaa conee and 
tictata to the aoYlea, YlYldly euggeet that aoet 4aer1oan ohildren 
~an giYe uP the price of one ioe-oream oone or one bar of ohewing 
gua without undue pr1Yat1on. It a eaall teapo%ary aaoritioe ia i n­
YOlYed---•o auoh ~he batter. Sinoe when baa a emall teaporary aaori­
t ioe been coneidered uowhoheoae f or the husan epiri tT One of the 
anxietiea of all eduoa tore and parenta baa long been that our Amerioan 
ohildren haYe •o auoh done tor them, with eo te• decanda on them to do 
for othera. Af ter the epecial publiol ty giYen both to the reaaona 
(our Oonatitution, our federation) why our own children ara not retu­
geee fleei.na boal>e, and to the plight of children who are w1 thout a 
country to protect thea, our ohildren will naturally feel oompaesion 
tor othera, and whol .. oae thantt w.n .. a for their own eafety. It ia 
parohologic&lly aound to proYide an outlet i n aotion to aroueed emotions. 

001811 1 T O!UJU'fT BEOII AT HOIII:f Don that huaaoe tradition of 
uerioan generoai t r of which we are all eo proud, aean only that we 
help othon whao we haYe more th&.n we need ourael Yea7 We are not told 
1a the Bible that t he Good Baa&r11ian ea1d, 'Well, eince ay wife and 
children h&Ye eYerythiaa they need, I'll help that wounded and bleeding 
aan oYer there who will die it 1 doc'i, eYen though • • ie not a aeaber 
ot •r own taailr.• 

BQW !B()!lt OUROD D18Tl!Uft AII.CR!OU O!!ILDREIIT In the t1ut 
plaoe, t he aoat deaiitute Aaerioan child ia in a h&Yen of eafetr ooa-



pared ~o ~he oh1ldren of ex1lee. The na~1on ~ whioh the 4ee~1tute 
Aaer1o&A oh1ld beloaa• 11 re .. reeful beoauee t he oh1ld doee not 
haTe whaJ he neede, 11 •ry1ng ~r41 ~ take better oare of him, t o 
open the door t o a deou' future for h1a. fhe .\.uon t o wbioh t he 
retua11 ohlld f oraerl y bllonae4 h&e lluaad...hut t he door to hh 

I f u,u.re. And 1n 'h• 110ond plaoe beoau11 you haTe a e1ot obild in 
your boae1 do you f11l juet1f114 in no t ~rr1ng ~ help a obild wbo 
hae been tnoote4 down by an au\oaob1le and 1e lying e tunned and 
belpleee on the r oad in front of you r homef No, you open your 
heart w14e ~ ~he need of both oh1ldren and try to 11Ye uP t o the 
aagn1f1oent opportunity t hua f oroed on you for the deepen1n& of your 
ep1r1 ~ual Ute. 
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CHILDREfll'S CRU SADE FOR CHILDREN 
EMPIAI STATI BUILOJNO • Nl'tV YOR K <;JTY 

UUIIOTIIY t.:AfllfUiLO tUIIIill, (..w--
1 

j.llitJt, UIIH k'i • • t.ANIIIY, ~ffUJ"'I 

,.. •• ~.. t.vt.-.. u.#., c......J. 
JUtiH .... u,..G. 0....-t .. 

COKI'ID»>TIAL 

JoiUI'o~tl.ti"'Ua JUti"" A. aYAN 

"'ILUAN ALLlH WHJTa 

Ul ee Caroline Woodrutr, ex-Preaiden N.E.A. 
Dr C.D.Glenn10 Suosrintendent 

1 January 1 ~~ • 

Birming ham Alabama 
Justice Irving Lell!oan 

STAToo:NT OF LATFS!' DEVELOI'Imi"TS OF TI[J:; CHILDREN 'S 
CRUSADE FOR Cl!tLDRl:ll 1/l'I'IlD\/r A COUNTRY . 

A plan, non-partisan and non-eect&rtan, t or aoeurtns holp tor 
rofll6oo ch ildren t rom AII:Orlc<ln sehool eh l ldren -· A "Children 'a Cruaado 
f or Ohlldron without o Country" •• le boins orson ltoc! by o group of 
frlondo or children. 'nto nAtlonol ehoirlllfln io Doro thy Confl old Flollor . 

l.....,.. Tho plon Ia th1a: -- to oatabl1ah ln our Am.orlean oohoolo ..,... ~, It; 
t-t, ~ Utte dw:Z.ns fiia M:A&!S of A}n"11 ~9'to, vhen each A=orlean acho.>l chUd, t'ro::n \ 

a;rade echool t o blab achool, would bo ook<>d dw·tns that veek to br1ns aa 
T.lOnJ' ponnleo oa ho to 1aara old (or anyth ina ho oould afford t o brlns .~ 
t o nne ronol l ) to so Into a fund for all ch1ldron oxlloc! f rom tlloir l'atllor­l81nd, ovoryvhOl"o .. .. Ch1nooo, Pol1ob, Gel"I!l6n! S'P6n1oh, AuetrlBn, CtiJCh, 
Flnn loh. If thio ottort io ovon modoratoly suooosstul, tho sum ro1aod vtll 
bo imodiatoly otfootho ovon In ouch a trogioally vaot flold oa tMt of 
thooo child v1otl.me of our world or1alo. 

But th1o rooult would bo only a port or tllo sood we bopo v lll OOQO 
ot thla offort . 'nt1o oampal,gn oould bo """'-o Ulo t1noot sort of louon in 
l1v1ns patr1ot1.,.., Toaobore all ovor thv country aN tactns with anxloty a 
v1ntor in Vb1cb ol4aeroom 1notruct1on in ourront uvunte, in soosrophy, in tho 
oooial oolenooa, will or noooae1ty la7 hoaV)' omphoele on tllo ll(>S'Itlvo ol.ocunt or dootruct1yo uvU in Ulo world. llo f uol tllat to 31vo Ol.ll' Aclor1con children 
an opportun1t7 t u eBb, thouelvoe, 4 EJOft4rOU8 S.Jetur.> of friondllnoae, diroot 
to otbor chlldr,m, vill bolp o0\11\WraCt tho noant1vo l.&prcoe1on or o-roNbo:l.alna 
evil 1n b'Ulll!ln Uto. Bz §OOd tortu.n.c, vo e.r~ onabJ.od to flnanC CI th1e oampa16n 
1n4o nd.ont th t nono of tlio monCI ra.1aud vUl o for MOl· A cloar 
""1 vl 1 rm child to o 1 

Th1o plan Ia not only to holp out 1n tbu traatc a1t1111tlon or rotusoo 
oblldron, but to bolp our Aoor1oan ohlldron rooll&o bov lntlnltol1 tortunoto 
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ilVon thv pooroet AJ:rL.:>rican child is, oomporod to t.h•> childr·)n vttJ~out a count ry . 
&to undor th·J p~ntootlon >f hle ovn flea, v1th ovury M o up tc tho> Proa14ont 
of t.lt~ nation concurnod. 8bout h lo YtJlfur(l1 oaaor to o.r~t,,.. aroW\11 h lm an co­
Vir•)Mo;lt\t i n vh1ch ho can dov.:olop b•,ot , nnx1nua 1>00 trou'!>J.ud about hl.r.l vh~n 
ouch an on·,ironmont dooa nnt o>Jtl&t, r=ourul tor lacks In Ilia l1to,l ~oJOlo­
ln(! vhcm th1"6o G., voll for h!m - - thu AJ:>tJl'lCI\n child, no mnttor tu>11 poor, 1e 
ln a bl.,eaod. bnvon, ocmp4~acl to thu outoaot oh1ldr.,n 01' tho> rut'~~QVoo. II~ v1li 
pr..e,;nt tho alfte bro1131>t 1n durintJ "child Rotuaou lloo!<" na a thank-ottorln(J 
o! Ollr cblldrvn tur tho bloeotna ot bnvtna a count'7 ot thuir ovn to ll'fu tn. 

An l.cportclnt fl)4turv r4: our J:lX'OJuct le th-> "">thod. ot dto~rlbutlon ot 
the IOilnOJ' rotevd. Our plnn 1s t-o hnvo th la don.> by a qultn lndopondont Jury ot 
!iva voU-Imovn Amo)t·tcnna ot ouch outotaodl"G NputAtl•>n Plo t no auaplolon of 
portla llty or untntrnooo could bu hold DGO I nat the ir d Jcldlona . '!llo.Y would 
oppart l 'D tho mo~y zonlood to tho vvll OriJCinltoo oOJlmittooo - lloron Cnth•>lto, 
Prot oatnnt , Juv14h and Non..SOctar1Dn - nw funot1on1rl(l 1n o•1ory fl•ld of 
rofusoo roli.>f. Mro . Rooaovol t , Monotc;nor Ryan, nnd 111li1ru:1 Allon llhitJ hnvo 
noeoptod ll>Olllbor4h1p on th to Jury ot Avnrd, as well as Just ice Irving 

Lehman, and( to represent the •Ublio schools ) whs V:oodrut r and 
" liat ot trul7 .>alnont oponooro v lll OOC<DJXIDY our orr .. rta. It 1a Dr Glenr 

'lnl,y r"c•ntl,y, ol>out } vo>utao ago, thnt thv firet 14ttoro voro Gent out to 
d1etin5Ul.4hod. and ropr~oJntatlv.,: AJ:.,r1CC1118 1n nll !<lms ,. flolda, oalctns th01:1 
to 61'f<> tnvir l.apr..,aelono ->! th:> plnn nnd 1t th.>y appr<>vc, to llJlp. Proo -
tlcall,y uvor1 ono aok:.d boo o>Jtproaood. hoo.rt)' opproml, ooo v1ll1n(!DCOO to holp . 
'lhc;r hl\vu m ny ot them, Mid. that tho pooe1b111t)' of holptn(! 1n th Lo l:IOVc=nt 
COJl>O t o thom <l8 0 ijrOO.t O"">tior.al l'o>llvf 1 l"rolll tho torri.blv posJticon Of J)llOB1VO 
inaction 1n vhioh our p~rfoctly cor>•oct aoo ~ntirol,y d." sirnblo natioMl 
vosltion or noutrol l ty put s ua . Roro 1e n n:r;voJliOnt or puro cCllllpnoo1on outlh oa 
must bJ vruna from ovary heart a t ovo17 roM \1'1(! ot' tho> nwopopOro, vhlch can 
bo oorr lod on vlthout tho Bl!Gltoat colO>· or non-noutr4l1t;r or tnk1nS eld.,s. 
Nobody can puootbl,y foul thnt help t o chlldrvn in do>opcrnto trostc noud. con 
bo nnythtns but aottns ACcord1DG to tho humn1tar1nn 400 Chriottnn prlnclploo 
on >411cb vo any o~~r oount'7 1o foundY<l. Ror" 1o aomothintJ, thW' fo.>l, to 
provo thnt our political noutrolitl douo not :roGn cold-buart..'<l pooalvl ty ond 
loo1tforonoo to .))ttl'OI:'J bucan sutr Jrlll(l. 

Thor o hno not boon ttm;, tor nll tho nnavors t o coo, 1n. BoN 4rJ 
&01!1..> of tho llDJII.Ja ot thooo vllo hnvo vrittun nt onoo, oayina they will bu 
bonorod. t o bo lmovn oe tr1onda ot tho mov"""nt , 

G.n writing t.9 eX{li:ll.ll.s his~· ret that his JUBt tcv Fol1x Fr<liiltl'urtur O.l"""tl'f,\ SuprOI!Ll C'OUi'ts- - Ofi' i c l al oosit i c 
oourov, your propoon l m koo tho d.oopoot app<>'ll make 1 t · 
mu . \lhnt is cor.o tomurl,y oymbolic ~>f our """"""" 110 •OSSi ble to 
b\IOJ\nity and vhnt oould _.,_ prov... our ovn dac~o- ' b 8 sponsor 
cratio c:onv1ct.1ono tbo.n to hlllp tb~S•J ru.fU.ao., vni tea • 
children." ~ ' 

Bart"/ Ebcraon Foadlctc. ~ 

111lllluo Oroon (Al:brtc!U\ Fodorot1"" ot labor) - - Til~ 
rlOot vholo -bo<~rt.>d approval o<UDO from thio ropro· 
·~tntivo or Amor1cnn Y~B~·~nors . 

Ex-Govot'tlor Alfr ed 1!. Smith ot Nw York (ootiv~J,y 
b"lptns tho vork b7 oont r1but 1"6, ~o, n lnrso 
ott 1o;, 11a con tor in Nov York) . 



I 
Dr. George A. Buttrick 

Raleigh N.C . 
MrF~fl.tW'.lttR~·~ll of Yale •• nov l!ducntturel 

Director uf tho Edue&tional WOl'k of tho NntJonal 
Broadoaating Co. 

Protbeeor Carlton J . H. Hayes 
President tleileon of Smi th College 
President Irvin A, Wils•>n of Do>partment of ElolliOntary 

School Principe. le , NatioMl Education Aoooointion 1 

Proo1dont Coa.nt of Harvard, . • "I am h08ljt1ly in fav~o· ( President 
ot the plon which you propoae tor a 'Children ' a Con~tnt fel t 
Cruaado f or Ch i ldren ' end hopo that \twill be jle cou l d not 
cntirhly oucceosful. Corta1n.Ly auch a plan Bhou a. Spt.neor but 

1 bring home to children and thoir paronto t oo tho wi .:h ed to 
~loaa tnea vh!oh A!ll(;rlcan ohlld.ren t.Cd.ny roceivo. "<!,!.e!OSS all 

President Frank P . Crt\llam of tho Univoroity of North OnrolJnn1 his a p~rov• 
Dor othy Thompoon , tho eu!umnJst (11111 bu a lod t o vrito 

obout 1t 1n her column vhen tho time cruaa , ) 
Cha>'l os B. Cleno, Super1ntond~nt of Schools, B1l'l>1ngluu>, Alo , 
Raymond Cram Swing, tho Radio COllltentat.>r on foreign nova. 
Colonol Thccdoro Roooovolt 
Dcon \lill1am F . Ruaaoll, Tuachora ColLJ(lo, co.lumb l.o Univoroity 
Bul en Hays -- tho much l ovvd actress. 
Wal ter D:unroecb ... _ d~votod f ri..:>nd ot ao rmny thouaand. 

Amorican ochool child.l•c.m 
Iooa Jahnoon Lovis, Stot·o Supct-1ntend.ant1 Col orado 
Mro. Arthur Hoye Sul:z.bot-sor 
Dr . Mlnnio I.. l-Bffot t , l'rvaidont, National Fodoration of 

:Busi.noas and Profeaoional Woman 'a Cluba 

Evo>'y author JA~ lfa8ll~oJUd\l~;Jd ~f: rfo% ff.?t''tfd...nJt.t~Rg~8~i.!'!.~'~.£f\.l,, art icloo, 
poooo1 for uou in tho schools m.· in broodcastins or Bl)t::4\lt1ns 1n public, ha.o oo lcl 
y~a, vit.h onthu.alaa:m . Amons thoru er u : 

Poorl Suck •• the Nobol Prize \/i nner 
Q:1.na F~rbt;Jr - - whr> w.Lll botll apt:nlt end bi·o,'ldcoot, shCJ oaya. 
Fannie nurat 
Stophon Vi noont B~not 
Robert Jiathnn 
Ch>'iatoph~r ~~rloy 
w u1e Br·•mf lold 
llooth Tllrk1natoo 
Inet Haynes Irvin 
I.1n Yutnna 
Pedrd!c Colu.'ll 
Archibald Hoc!J>Jah •• tho p<X>t and now Librnr inn of Congrooo 

·,a hoart nnd acul ,.,ith tJ10tf'fort o.nd hoa: Pl"omlaud til 
•.n:-l t o a. pt')CJD for 1t . 

And, of coureo,Dorothy Cenf t~ld Fiohor; Bh~ hao laid noid~ nl l othdr vork 
this vitltor to bo fr:>o to wCU"k in thie Cdmpdl(pi . 

Tho t onto t \vo plon •• aubJoot t o chango ao tho pub.l~e acbool o!fi­
oinla think boat, io thio 1 -· Aftor a pr->ll.r:dnory erunpo1gn of broodcaatina, 
""""kiD(! end nowope.pur and mgnzino publiotty, n mito-box will bo vloood tn 
ooob oohool, for o vook 1n April . A t uloarem lula Juot como In aoy10(l that 
tho oan Dl!!.nut'e.cturora' institute, v!l l dOMtt:~ th-.~ ~oxes to b~ uaod -- "u.p to 
a mllllon". 

( Thi s was t he equi valent of a ·gift or about $lS, ooo . ) 
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!Yory cbll4 1vlll be aokod to put in It Vbot ho oan, to help tho ~'~children v1tbout a country". No ono noDd lcnov vhat any ohl.l.d baa put in. At tho end ot the veek, the teecher tn vhoae rQOQ tl'lo cite-box haa boon otandtna, or the prlnolpol, or porhepa, a prd or honor compoaod or bo7 acouta, girl eoc;>ute, and other etudente - vill take i t t o tho nearest bank, vhlcb vlll stvo him o r ooo lpt tor It , Tho bonk vlll torvord It by ohook to (voot of tho ~Uoolooippi) a bank 1n .Elnp<~ia, Kaneao, bocauoo lllllle.c Allen 'llhlto vho Ia deop!y 1ntoreeteli in this, liYoo thoro. Far thoee ooet ot tho 1Ueotoolppl1 to o bonk 1n Bonntnst<l\ 1 Vol'liOnt, (booauoo thot lo tllo twn noaroot to Mra . Flohor, and tho bank hoo odd they v111 bo (J.IA<i to do thlo) . Tho bank v lll turn tho ll:onoy on!y over t o tho Jury or Avord, Tblo ooomo to ubvlato tho ueuo l trouble or a\Jdltina, reootplina ond accountlre. 

'lbo portlouler lnteroat In thlo ~petgn or ""n:,' pooplo 1o not oo t!Uoh t or tho oako ot tho rofUBoo cblldron, aa t or our Qwn A"orloon children . Thoy or e, almost vlthout oxeopt !on, abooluto1Y obl!v!oWJ of Vhllt io bolna dono tor thoo b1 thoir oount.cy , In tho vo7 of ocbool, 'Protoctlon and other oorV1ooo . Ali tho publ1olt7 1n CCIUloctlon vith thlo vlll ""'lbaol<o thoeo eorv1coa, br1ng h~ to American ch1ld.ron that v tthou.t our cmat1tut1on, they might bo hOCIQloeo rorusooo tloolns from bocbo . For of oouroo if our roro ­t'nthoro bad not ouoooodod in thoir oueond attocpt to vrito a Constitution that would hold tho o~untry tO{Jdthor, ow- cont1nllnt to¥ J11.1Bt1t bavo boun o chaoa of v~ and a.lalllry, v1th Nov York 1n'fftd.ing Dolavnr~ v ltb be&lbs and ce.nnon, ovon a a Ruee ta 1o 1nvadin(! !!'inland. 

Tho ChUdron'o Crusade oppo.alo to uduoatoro as a poeolblllty t o ~oeont in 4 dot1n1to Vft3, vts1b1o and concrot~ ~nouah f~ ovon youngar ohlldr~n t o undoretand1 tho ad'n!Jltoaes tho1 have ao ADorico.n Clilldren, and thll OOUl"co lrt~a whtcll thoao advontasoa COil.) -- our 1nc~mblo Fedor&t1on. It vould bu our ldoo t o havo tho br oolioasto, oyndlootod nuvopaper artlcloe, ovorythtns vrlttan and epokon by tho pooplo eo v!ll tns to hulp In tble, oontor around tho 1duo thot Amorlcane oll toko t oo "'"cb ·oe a mttor or coureo vhot thoir countr1 le, and dooo tor thac. 'Jhe r:ntli>'J rolood during "Rofllsoo Child \look" voul4 bu prooontod ao a sront tho.n~-orr~rlng for vhat " " all too much tolto f or srontod , ThiO l o thU a opoot Of tho CIOVulliDDt vhich baa boon vopoo1al 1Y a~olcon of b'J Presldont Conant of HIU'VOJ'd1 Dorothy Thompson, H~ Dooreon F•>acUck o.nd o tbora. 

Dear Mrs Roosevelt}' Thi s i s not the latoat stat emont--I don't a11em to have one on my de~lc any,;horo . There are e1rar so many more DW!Iea--espooi ally or new~er edi tora and ovmers. Nortoan Rockwell( you know his amusing'"' covers or the Saturday Even i ng Post) i s contr i buting a pos ter for the Crusade; Have I to ld you---it sa eme as though I bed---that the Cr usade i s bein::: tioat~csd rrou tbu •:ofits on t h e A:ilcl i c n ~diti<>n or Hi tlar •s book: . But •oe are' not mak i ng this •ublio, bee use {rtf.t v1e passieonote ly vont to keop the novewent one or pure C0.1ll•nesio n und pure , cc rlstruotive Amor ic lolll pl\tr i otiem, with no oo l or at oll or irony or hate. _ c:::.::::;;;_l-' ) .,· • 
-u .. \ - ) J -..-



Yrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher 
Arlington, Vermont 

Dear Mrs . F1 sher: 

COPY 

Arlington, Vermont 
December 4, 1939 

I am heart and soul with you. Not only 
that, but t his seems to be about the only Committee 
that has come to my notice to which I could give my 
name as a member. Everything else is partisan; this 
certainly is not. I am not presuming that ~ advice 
and help will be or any substantial use to you, but 
believe me you can have both in any way that you ask 
w1th1n the limite of my time. 

Yours sincerely, 

Raymond Gram Swing 

' 



Copy 

Butle1· Hf•ll 11orn ln.,s 1de D1·1ve 

Dea1· Mrs Fi sher 
The idcq of your Chi l d ren ' a Urus o.de s eems 

t o Mary Beard and me , excellent. You may usa ou r cc.mes 

as you wish. In these t i me s ,. hen gr-ovm men o.r e busy VTith 

dest ruct i on , it i s a h l\PPY t hough t t o <iiract Httention V!h~never 

wo c···n to ccnstruot.ive Hel pfulness. Whateve r the objective_& 

good v•hich will be 1\ccomplis )led by the m ney r e i s.,u , the 

sub jective good llf!~Bg fl8~&¥JI~&!l!~!l!lV of secrif i ciel ection 

J one of the sure t hi ngs ~rold oll our uncerta inties . 

Ism 

Si n eel ely yours 

Cbe r l es Beerd 



C:AIIOI.IHI ... WOOOIIU,f' 

STATE OF VERMONT 
ST Til NOIIIIMAL .CHOOL 

CA.TLnON 

Janua~y 10, 1940 

Dea~ M~a . Pisho~: 

I have been away two days up in my old home , 

St. Jobnebu~y, as a witness on a eou~t ease to which I 

was ca lled, a nd your l e t t er was waiting tor me on my 

retu~n last night . 

You do me great honor in offering the appoint­

ment noted in your recent lette~ and I am pleased, yes, 

complimented beyond words. The work itself on the 

Children's Crusade has commanded my attention fr0111 the 

first and I shall be very glad to serve in the capacity 

to which you appoint me. 

I appreciate also the good words you used 

concerning my own experience and activities, and hope they 

do not too highly color the work or this neighbo~ of rcurs 

in Vermont . What a wonderful work JOU are doing. Command 

me in anr war tor assistance. 

I shall want to talk thia 'matter over with rou 

late r, but now -

Very sincerelr rour 

~~~ 
Caroline s. Woodruff 

OSW/LO 

.• 

/ 
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lin; DINtllr e~~nrteld rtwr 
Ar'l-•at• .. Yo...at 

J)eQ' Jlra. P'hllet'f 

T tlM ... oelt alllll'ln.r wl. ~h :rou a pan oo-na 
about th8 ~ p~bl••• ot ~U~htton and ~n ~1t~re 
bftl.rl~ ehl1dhoo4 aa reauUtna troa tbD t....,_o .to~ 
utioa til whloll eo creat a 'P"I't ot our ""'1"14 llnd" 1 t­••11 ., tall• u ... 

YOU' plaa to JlaYO a 01'-f\weo liON" Ut6bl111M4 
ta 0111' .4•S"lftiiA pu)Uo oohoole la M,)r\1 1 "' wlll~:h t.l• 
Ye11111tal7 d!NiatLGNI of --1 wolll.d be llltde 'b)' the prplla 
t ot• the pw•p•nu ui a11eylu \l.ntt t h o; eutt el"tnu or r~r~e 
ohlldre.a u .. IJOrld OYt1F1 aeeQt t o • t o Joe an ~~~ nellent 
one. lOt ont:r WGU14 th1s otter dtreot ~~u ~o OP9rts.o4 
eh1Uboo4 w• U would •no, a' ''- - ~1• u a aple~ 
414 type "' ooolal 'l'll t nlnp: Mil drrlllG!*'nt toro the 'lllol\11 b 
lD 4IIU' ..-oJA wllo WM14 l.o wUUwr "" 41.&-.ot theh· i~ 
tore1t1 ent,...bn And MM7 lsto ihlw olw.Jvattl of h-D 
.a.l14MM NUet. 

I til&* )'IN tor .rlYllllr- M OPJ)OHliDit)r 
PNid .. lillY ftl'JI'!W&l ot """" a p~Jeot~ 

'lllt'h the 5eaaos'• lrft•tln~. I • 

· 111-r.l)' 1ftl'lr 

t 1'\'\ a •· lit. boa 

.. 

ot •-



To ,The Children 

Dedicated to The Children' a Crusade 

I 

Do you remember the 21S song? 
I 

"This is the way .M ~ .!!:!! seed, 
Ita11cl 

So eax·ly in ~ morning. " 

This is your world, 
. I 

your broad and furrowed fields . 

Here what you plough will bear its fruit in time . 

This friendly loam a r icher garden yields 

Than tl}ere where the untended thistles climb. 

Here are t~e roses for your hours of ~race , 

And there the stones to keep your mee.dowe neat; 

You shall declare the future of thi s place, 

%~at shall be stone, what shall be flower and wheat -

What shall be love tomorrow when the spring 

Returns across this winter and this land, 

BringinF, the dogwood and the robin's wing, 

Bearing your own sweet summer in her hand. 

That this may grow and. ripen to your need, , 

No~ mar~ the furx~w well, and sow the seed. 

I!&! !..!! ~ way M .!!2!!.!! !!:!.!!. seed, 

~ ~ ~. ~ !!:!.!!. ~; 
This 1s the way he .!!..2!:!!. !!:!.!!. seed 

So early !.!1 !!:!.!!. morning. 
Italic 



I 
When the State Board of Education of Vermont 

I 

received the statement about ~he Children's 'Crusade 

they unanimously, at 1once, passed the followin.?; teeol;-
l I 

ution:-

RESOLVED, By the Ve~~ont State Board of 
Education, That it ~ladly endorses t he 
movement so rapidly gaining fo1~e through­
out our nation to bring to our children 
the realization of their privileges in a 
country not at war, and their obligation 
to aid in every way possible the unfortu­
nate refugee ohi!dren of war-torn countries. 



( 

I- ft17a11olll sn-•..s ta aU 10111" 
•\erial llD4 I wtU wrtle a U"le abola\ \lao • ....., ... 1a 

IIV o~, 

• I aa ID\ a..rprta..S al your lot~ wUil 
IIJ', aoo.er alld, ot ooureo, wtll ._ w \lao ~o. I 
baYo - ftliiO\u\lJ W tbo eao OODOliiOlaD lllo\ 1\ 'CN14 
'be l.apo .. tble tor IIIla \O 4o • -r41.at..S Job wlllall ellootl4 
'be 4- 1aparU..J.4o .ad d tbaut bitten••• I aa Y01'7 oarry 
tor llta, -nr, u I tlllDI< tt ouut IIIAI<o lla lUe o "01'7 
bl Uor tlltas, 

fb& ottuaUoa al>aut tbe oollloole a """ 
tbot I II&Ye - lip -lmt MDJ •-· I do DOt kDow abet 
liDo opr .. a tbe .lapl'oootoa bllt I tlllalr tt a probal>lJ 4~~e 
w ttl& taot tllat _, ot tbe blc pablto oobool ,_ben' 
orgaat&attoae are ta ta""r ot t..Saral graato tor pabllo 
aolllool oyotaa, llD4 tll~~r t .. l tllat tbe A4111tatotnUoa bu 
""'-ted ollooaUaa aay ., .. 7 ta aay wey, or oollfto 
tbto u ,_, aa4 I tbtDI< U artoM 011\ ot a Yory -. 
trolld~ oaaalJ, w are apt to lot ol14e aloaa • thlas Wbtob 
te e:>liiC talrl,J wall llD4 abtob dooa aot lluloor at 011r dooro 
'boo- thoro are 80 ~ othr till- wbtob foro• tbea­
oalYoe OD our oouotouaooe, I baYo tolroa u toterut 1D 
Pllbllo ooboola b11t I Wlll .U:o eYary aftort to sot tbo 
14oa OYer w tbo PrMlclllat•a a4Ylaan that be •l&bt aa1ro 
a ra41o a44roea to aobool allll4roa ta tbo p11blto aoboola, 
aa4 I wtll try to cot to to ..oil wt tb ., ... p11blto aollool 
pea~. 

I aa!DI< 7011 are dolD& eplc414 .,rlr c4 
.U:tac Ill'•' propu. 

Mrs . Dorothy Cilllflold Flshor _) 
Arlington · 
Vennont 

lua 

DD 



'· 

' 

'\ 
' 

I&Jo<o, Ro:>e.,elt hae aeked 
Ure, DorothJ Cant1~ld P1 nh~r 
to etq ~~ <then flhe O<IDe• 
to t""" next ""* end. 'l'hh 
1e jllftt tn oaae you he .. t ro• her. 

u. c.T. 
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I{/ () 

I Mnd ;;ou q .. _.... conaratlllkt1oca on 

your re.,ort. 

I cu not """"" your questloa untU 
the Prodcleat returlll, hut •Ill let you know 

Very cordially youra, 

0 

Mrs . ~orothy Canfio!d Flshor 
Arlington, Vermont Given to the !'resident 



.......... ,.o ... v .... o,. ... 

February 2~, 1940 

Dear ura. Roosevelt: 
I 

Your note or the 23rd haa been placed on lb•o. Fisher's deek wei t1ng her return on lluch ?.nd trom St . Lou1a, 

Sincerely yoursi':J 
~.:}.·,~ Urs. Ce.rl R1oe 
Secretary 



.... b u, 1110 

II)' dear lin. :n.t.r• 
1 

TbDt fOil eo ..,II t or 1011" laUer. I ree<~ \ lie pleJ' .-.a \11.1'* u ta .. ...,. 10o4 1M I • eo $184 1011 111'11 banns auoh euoo••· 

Very ellloeraly ,., ..... , 

llrs. Dorothy Cant iald J1sher Arlinst on, Vt. 

I {)r) 

DD 
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~ 1 /\:v ~ }11> ," .~ 
~ ft.\ \ ' ,l 

.i \\"- ~ 
oo .. oTHY CAN,.uu .. o F•a H&f. • \f V ~ 

AIOL INeTON,V<RNOHT f;l,o' , ,, tf •J l;\ ~~'\ 
!larch ' a , 1940)~ t~-~~~ _'·'\~ J 

I 

Dear Urs . Roo bevelt: 
~~ ;\~\ , " ~ I 'i1l- ~~,. ~ , '')~\ ~}~ 

I un1 just back from St. Louis, whE~re I 
spoke for t he Children's Cruse.de four sepnrate titnoa ,-­
once alt a gen,oral session with a la.1·t;;;e pro-portion of 
the twel ve th'ousand educators there in attendance . 
You ' ll be gl ad ~o la1'ow, I ' m su~·e , that the Aeeoo~ation 
pae~ed a resol ution enrlorsing the Children's Crusade. 
Since they repr~sent e~cry state and every corner of 
every state in the Union , this is of oc.pitt.l impo rtunes. 

The Association of State Cornmissionero 
of Education have also passed u resolution endorsing 
the Crusade, but , although they are of higher runlc in 
tho eduou.tional h i e r o.rchy than theoe twelvf; thousand 
superintendents, I don't think t hat so important as 
the endors ement of the larger Convention . 

I enclose c. copy of a play v:h ioh is 
being sent out (free) to the principal of every Junior 
and Senior High School in the country. In schools 
where they· feel they canno-t use tho !.lite-box col lection 
plan , this play can be presented (as a creative project 
in Ent;lish , American history, dramatics, etc . ) by the 
students, admission charged and the yount ,Jeople in t hi s 
way earn the money for their share of the collections. 
I n schools where they can have the mite-box collection, 
the play can be presented without admission charged , as 
a dramatic project for parents and the general public 
of tho schoo-l . 

A play suitable for similar use in the 
primary grades called 11 A Family Tallc about 11ar11 111ll be 
off the presses in a few dayo and will be distributed 
in the same way to t11o hundred thousa:.ld elementary 
schools . 

A handbook for Toa.ohara---leeson mut e l.'io.l, 
outlines, bibliography, etc . ,---will gp out at the sE1.me 
time . 

The letters to the private and parochial 
schools explaining the Crusade nnd aelcing their co-op­
eration will be sent out in a f'317 dnys. I 1·11 send you---

I 

I 



l!rs . Roosevelt ,-2 . 

just so you h,u.vo all t his materiul in h:md---thesc t\7o 
items when they are out . 

There are ever so ml\ny more nei'IS i tcrJs to 
report on (the number of oohools pledging oo-opcre.tion I 
is increasing with astonishing rHP}dity) but I don 't want 
to burden you with details, taore tha n to s ay the r es ponse 
has been (to me) sip!ply extro.ordin~:~.ry . 

I do hope Yt)U had P. fow dc.ys of oor.mlete 
rest and relD.Jtation. You ur& s o necessary to th~ n::~.tion 
now, we all f eel a propriatarr inte r est in your health . 

Devotedly youro, 



.... 19, l94D 

.,... ... rs-.... 
t lla•• JU\ bid tile-r,- rq ntan ............ w ..... ,. ,_ .....U• .... -he· \1M l'rwl-\ -w 'be wtU!q to .,.U tor tea .U.wa aa U.. noli• ,......... • .t.;>rU U. 
!b. !'IuS-\ tlaola tl:lat lla ilU a -• ot "PI \a llbla trill .,.. toe tile pnuun ot 1a11 ..n ........S tb\ elate, ud doat aot Wall that be COI.Ild ~ torr-. • Sa w~n• .. , 111 n• \0 llelp obt.ala -tiler opaiOiuor lt )'OU tria, ancl \o belp 'f04Jr e6alldlll Sa .,.r)' W1 -•~. -. . .... be 'lieU•.,.• lt to b e a _, eortii1111Ua ...S.rtetlq. 

Ur o. Dorothy Canfield Fisher Arlington, V·roont 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 14, 1940 . 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

As Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher outlines 
the proposed children' s crusade campaign, it 
appears to be a very worthwhile undertaking . 
I believe that the government should cooper~te 
with those who pro~ote this campaign , J:>arti­
cularly should Dr. Studebaker in the Bureau 
of Education and possibly , Miss Lenroot of 

\ the Children's Bureau, Department of Labor , 
lend them a helping hand . 

In response to the request that you 
speak over the radio on April 22nd for ten 
minutes to the school children of America in 
their classrooms, may I remind you the t you 
are scheduled on April 15th to address the 
Pan American Union on the occasion of its 
50th anniversary; that you have the Governing 
Board of the Pan American Union to l unch at 
the White Hou~e that day; that on April 18th 
you are scheduled to hold the annual "off the 
record" conference - - which usually lasts 
about 2 hours -- with the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors and that on April 20th 
you are scheduled to address, by radio , the 
Young Democrats in celebration of Jefferson's 
birthday anniversary. 

I n view of these engagements -- all of 
which add greatly to the pressure o~ your- work 

-
______ ,o~n OI-abGUt Apr1~Z2nd , may I suggest that all 

---- is be explained to Mrs . Fisher and that she 
be advised ot your willingness to help obtain 
another speaker and to otherwise help her 
campaign in every way possible . 

S .T.E. 

, 
.. 

I 



I R. !IJU:t: Brut)¥, DoroUI)< c.ntl uld 
Flaher baa wrl t.t..en Mra. "'Oitvelt aboat. a 
Children. '• Crun4e aha ie at.art.ins , •nd • 
ttbiob Me been llpproved ~ numerous achooll 
civic orcurlisatlone, etc. Pro• wh•t 1 can 
aalre ou.t. troa ber l ett.r, the Crusade 11 
w belp refUc .. cbUdren.l She -..nu tbo 
Prolident to apeak to school children ot 
Uerlc• in their clues-roo~ta, over the 
r&dlo, on A;r1l ~2nd . (Note ~rked pUra-

sr•~ on iage & o).:"J,.~;~~ 

I 
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Kiss 1LeRand tor the President 

P'DR 
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To r ead and answer question, 
page 3. 

The whole letter may be or 
interest. 

E.R. 

-· 
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Oo~~tOTHY CAt"'I&Lo F1awcR 
A"LIHOTON, VC ... N ONT 

r ... 

February S, 1940, 

Dear Wrs. Roosevelt: 
I 

There was no time to see you last Wonday, 
and so although I wanted to comment on the extra­
fine meeting of tba.t morning, bad a report to make 
to you, and a very important question to ask you, 
I came away from '.Vaehington wi tbout doing ei tber. 
I'm always torn anyhow between wanting to tell you 
in detail about things and the intense desire t~ 
spare you as many details as possible since you 
are always being snowed under with the maee of them. 

So I'll try to make my letter today a 
brief one , although I'm really startled by the re­
sponse being made to The Children's Crusade by all 
kinde and conditione of Ameri cana. 1 woUld like 
nothing better than to tell you the heartening and 
beautiful incidents occurring along this road which 
has been opened up almost miraculously . But I'll 
just give factually a few of the important devel­
opmente : ---Tbe Association of State Commissioners 
of Education at their a nnual meetin~ passed a resol­
ution approving it; several states (although o~r 
publicity hasn' t even started yet) have voted to 
carry the program through; several big city systems 
like those of Pittsburgh and Loa Angeles have wel­
comed it with enthusiasm and are eager to start; 
the Superintendent of Philadelphia writes me they 
will certainly be active in co-operating---and the 
letters we have had from individ~l educators all 
over the country, ready to put it through their 
schools, are not to be counted. 

Magazine, newspaper, and radio publicity 
is a ssured for the month of April when t~e educational 
campaign will be carried on of 11 taking e\ock 11 of what 
it means to be an American child, and why our children 
are not refugees. 

Before going to Washington, (where I 
knew the situation to be rather special) , I got in 
touch with that splendid Mrs, Doyle and a sked her 
extctly what would be 11correct11 for me to say to the 
various audi ences there who had asked me to talk 
about ~he Children's Crusade and what might make com-



llra. Rooaevel t,-2. 

plicatione in her already complicated work. Then I 
followed her instructions to the latter---they were 
good and eane ones aa you'd know they would be---and 
attar apeaking several times and having some long 
talte with ber, I came away with the immense eatie­
!action of reeling tbat Washington would co-operate 
in a way I have tried to devise for use in cities 
where it is ai~ply out of tbe question to have a 
regular mite-box collection. I've written what might 
be called, perhaps, a "patriotic moral1 ty plar", (I '11 
send youa copy as eocn as they are off the press), 
called "Liberty and Union• which ie to go, free, to 
tbe Principal of every Jubior and Senior High Sobool 
in tbe country, It is not to be put on sale anywhere--­
prepared and distributed for the especial use of our 
schools. llra. Doyle and tbe other Washington people 
liked it, thought (as I bad hoped) t hat the presenta­
tion of it will be a good opportunity tor creative 
work in ingl1eh, in American history, in drama, in 
social sciences. In plaoee where it is i mpoeeible 
to have a mite-box collection, the etudente oan pre­
sent the play, charge &dmieeion and thus earn tbe money 
for their contribution&. Children too poor-to have 
an extra penny will be able to do their share by 
helping with the play---acting in it, making coatumea, 
uebering, etc., etc. It really seems like a solution, 
and since llra. Doyle's approval of it as a project, 
I feel greatly relieved. 

So muob tor my report---although I've lett 
out the moet spectacular t h1nga---Governar Lehman 'a 
splendid backing, the remarkable way the newspapers 
all over tbe country have responded with offers of 
editorial help, the rapidly increasing eupport from 
men and women high in the world of t he public eohool 
eyetem (we have two Preeidente of the National Educa­
tion Aeeooiation, one on the Jury of Award and one 
ae eponaor) and many other people with such official 
standing. 

I have the impression, now that I have be­
gun to apeak about it, a little, in public, t hat Amer­
ican hearts are full of horrified oompaBBion for tbe 
exiled homeless children of Europe and China, and of 
concern leet the hearts of our own ohildren,---well, 
I'll eet down here a passage from a letter from ure. 
Tryon of tba A. A. u. w. which makee clearly articu­
late what so many people write about it:---



·. 
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,,. ,·:I "'Ne ah&ll be glad to inolude in the April 
Journal, whioh is mailed the first week in APril 1 an 
announcement about the Chi~ ran' s Cruaade. Since /, ' 
the Journal ie only a slender quarterly, we have had / ,..,,.,,:,,.. 
to be very chary of apace for undertakings outside th 
Aeeooiation' e program. But we feel that our members ; .-;, 
will be eepeoially interested in this proposal, no 
only because of their oono4rn with international re 
lationet but also beoauae of their long-time 1nreree 
in chila development, Wany of ue have felt the dang 
that the eympathiee and reeponaiveneee of American oh d­
ren must be blunted as they continual l y hear of euffe ng 
elsewhere- and do nothing about it, The whole situa-
tion baa beoome eo confused and complex that the indivi­
dual feels completely helpless. And this concrete 
opportunity to play a small part in helping those who 
are in euoh desperate plight will surely be welcomed. 
We will make up a note from the material for the N.E. A. 
Journal which you have sent, without quoting it exactly. • 

I was the pereon who wae going to write you 
1 brietly1 about thie, waen • t I7 Well thie 1B briefly 
compared to what there ie to tell. I have tOe im­
preeeion of having touched a match to a well-laid 
fire---the fire of old-American creative patriotism 
and generosity. 

' '··' 1 ·. t Wy question, I can put briefly. It' a 
l•' thie :---would there be a ny chance that the President 

· would be willing to speak for ten minutes over the ~1 , ' radio on April 22nd to the school children of America 
in their olaee-r oome, as the firet of the many other 
radio talks by distinguished Americans during the ten 

1~1·, daye of the Children ' a Crusade campaign---some of the 
( 1 Governors to the school ohildren in their own Statee, 

~· some noted historians, and well-known public figures. 
· , I do not of course mean that he need mention in any 

• ( . way that part of the Children ' a Cruellde concerned 
~ with giving help to homeless children in other lande:­

only that the impression would be perfect if he could 
apeak about the great thankfulness we all feel that 

•. 

1
, our own children are safe under the protection of 

; , .. 
'' 

our own flag, and a government which, eihoe t he begin­
ning of ita existence baa never felt i ll-will towards 
one child in &11 ita borders; which ia whole-heartedly 
devoted to the effort to do 1te beet for every single 
citizen and every citizen's obildren and wbioh, through 
the extraordinary auooeae of t he poli tio&l organiza-
tion of our Federation ie able to protect every one 
of ita ob1ldren from the fate whioh ie overwhelming 
eo many other helpleae boya and girle, aa harmleea and 
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innocent ae oure. 

If be felt be could do thie, the effect 
would be wonderful, Do you eupp0ee it would be 
coneidered •euitable " and desirable? And bow does 
an ordi nary citizen set about asking t he Pr esident 
such a question? Could you give me a hint about 
the procedure to be followed? 

With devoted good greetings, 



' 

t 

I 

IH4T 00 li: BOP£ TO OAIII BY THE OH1L01Ui:ll 1 S CRUSADS: 

By Ooro~hy Canfield. 
I 

To be publiehed in "Pro&reeaiYe £duoat1qp" of tba 
Progreee1Ye £duoat1on Aee'n. 

Before ~ try to anewer the queetion which the editor 

·of tbh aaaadne euggeeted ae the title of my article, I '11 aeed 

of oouree, to tell you, concretely!&!! the Children'• Orueade ie, 

and (i~ the euepicioue queetion of modern time•) "who ie back of 

i t•. 
The plan ie tbie:---to eatablieh in our American ecboola 

the ten daye froa 'Pril 22 to April 3o---when each American school 

child, from grade achool through high aohool, will be asked to bring 

aa many penniee &I he ia years old (or anything be oan afford to 

brina, down to one pennyJ) to go into a fund for all children 

exiled from their fatherland, everywhere---Obineae, . Pcliah, German, 

Spaniab, Austrian, Czech, finniah, If this effort ie even moder­

ately euoceaeful, the aua raised will be i mmediately effective even 

in euob a tragically Yaet field ae that of these child victims of 

our world orieia. 

I can't an .. er the queetion "•ho ia back J f it" eo 

eaeily beoauae eo many, many diatinguiahed Americans have giYen an 

eager weloo.a to thie idealiatio effort that there would be, if 1 

liated them all here, nothing else in the article, So I'll only 
aamplu : 

eet dc•n a fe•, taken almoet at random as axaaa,~:--£x-Preaident 

Angell of Tale, William Green of the 4.>. of L., Yrs. Arthur Sulz­

berger, Jlr. S, .D. Shankland, Raymond (\un SWing, Dean Williu 

~eaell, Pearl Buck, Colonel Theodore Rooeevelt, Reverend Or, 

Kaur1oe S, Sheehy, Catholic Un1Yereity, Walter Damroach, Profeeeor 
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Ob&rlee Beard, Willias J, Reaaan, Oakwood Sohool, Mr. Irvin 4. 

WUeon, Preddeot 1 • .1,4, ileaentary Prinoipals .f.Baooiat1.>n, Doro­

thy Thoapeon, Profeeaor William Iilpatriok, Teaohere ' Oollege, 
I 

lew York Oity, Harry Emereon Toedio, Profeaeor F, D. St rayer, 

Teacher•' Oollege, lew Y0 1k Oity, D~ Oharlee B, Glean, Or, George 

•· Buttrick. 

There are of oourae ever eo many more detaile you ought 

to k.now to have any idea of t hie movement, but you can 0et thoee 

bJ eending a penny post-oard with r our i nquiri ee t o the New York 

offioe of The Oh1ldren 1 s Orus&de, Room 2806, Empire Sta te Bu1lg1ng, 

Jew York Oi ty. 

low you know what The Ohildren 1 e Orueade ie and who ie 

behind it and how to get quiokly all the other detaile you'd like, 

I oan go on to explaining--- eo briefly for laok of epaoeJ---what 

we hope to gain by having t he movement, already spre&di ng like a 

wave, beooae a really nation-wide effort. 

In the first plaoe we hope t o open for our Ame rican 

children in public, private and parochial eohools, that outlet in 

aot1on to aroused emot ion whioh---eo every peyohologiat telle ue-­

ie ae neoeesary for aental and aoral health, ae epioaoh and orange 

juioe are for bodily health. Our ohlldren oan read, do read, They 

can lieten, oan•t help lietening t o what ie eaid over the radio, 

They go to the movies, Through all of those channel• they are 

oooetantlr aware of a horrible power of active evil, working i n 

t he world, cauaing inteoae eorrow and phyaical eufferin& to 

bundrede and tholleande of inoffeneive people, and to untold num­

ber• of ohUdren, exactly ae b&rallle ae are our ohUdren. f o 

allow \bea to receive, over and over, theee violent iapreeeiona 

of human autfering, •ithout mak1DJ a real effort t o help---that 



I 
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way l iee moral oalloueneee, a growing 1nd1fferenoe to huaan gr i te, 

whioh 1e the deaone~rahd tire~ etep ~ brut&li ty and the 

re~urn ~ badlarha, By proYidin& in The Children' e Oruaade 

a pa.oUoal, oarefully i hough-through, . oh1rd-ehe, !!!!. oppor-­

tunity ~ be of help to ohildren, wrei ohed through no fault of 

theire, we hope t o preYent t hat aour moral etagnation of pa aaiYity 

in the faoe o~ a~fering wbioh we all know to be pohon to the 

hwu.n aoul. 

Yle allo hope to proYe to ouraelYee that our great, 

far-~lung nation ia no t (aa the Faaoi at nationa olaim i t ie, 

hope it ie) eu!fering from moral dry-rot, inoapable of taking 

united aotion, poYerty-atrioken, ainking and breaking apart 

under the weight of ita own numbera. Feeling •a deoent oonoern 

tor the opinion of mankind", we want to proYe to ouraelvee aa 

well aa t o the world, that our great federation ~~ a atrong 

united nation, ae oapable in 1940 ae eYer, of making a noble 

geature of t hat human idealiam wbioh ia an Aaerioan tradition t o 

be proud of, 

And finally, we are---aa you a bo read are, aa eYer y 

aan and woaan with a haar i oannot but be---pene~rated with a 
horrified oompaaaion f or the plight of the homeleea ohildren all 

oYer the world, who rep r eaent the future of our raoe, and muat be 

aaYed f roa deetruotion, not only out of ordinary human deoenoy but 

f or our oolleot1Ye future , and e~rioken to the heart with that 

ooapaeaion we wieh not only to giYe all ae ad~ h oan to relief 

efforte, bu~ aleo to let our ohildren ahare in a noble geature 
of brotherly er-pathy. 

~t thie aoYeaent, eprung up eo rapidly, aaiaed ~on by 

aan a nd woaan eYarywbere, aohing in aorrow over the,pain of otbera, 



we don't feel tb&' 1' 11 •oure•. It ie youre. It 1e everybody'•· 
H 1a uerioa' •· 1 Lon& ._., our land----11 



./ 

!hie ia a reaolution to be preeented by the Reeolutiona Committee of the great Oonferenoe of School Adminietr&tora in St. Louie at the end of february when l 'a to •Peat--­three eeparate tiaee, if I'• atill ali•e by that tiael 

I While we wbole - bo .. rteclly na urcsc.ntly uo:;i l'• to .•l'<•:<l!rYo Lhn 
neutr .. l 1ty or our countJ•y l n t hu terl'i'blfl crlui:J or •. • n1 ru in 
in which bWIWD1 tr outa1c1CI ov hwde,9horo la £11 lUll> I'..! , H ' J'c" l lhu L .)UII 

net1on muat ;>ro•• to our&elvoe una to tb" -.. orl<l t h · ct> r neutr, l1ty 
111 not t~DOtber nellie tor eteri lo !l·>aeive ao tili'llctton lh c , .o c.1•u 
a ere ~~<bile hun.tredl ':<nd t housunde ot our r . llo\ u cn .•• 1n ~<>ny . 

In th1o proor, it ottnnot but 'oe ••.bul.:.e .• oatl ror our "ilil.t •· .. n to llJ\V<.> 

un op,)()rtun1ty to ebow OOIII!>OBGio nuto l:elptulno8D to ot!;Pa· .:hllu ren 
in tr 1s io n .. d. The OhUdron'e O,' usutle, b•• Cf. uJ by .. ony or the :~o st 

1 n •tell oduou torej .• utbor~> , ;;o .. t.n, ur tietti, _,ublio l:'ll'V" Ilt G cn u h i a-
tor16De or our period, onct aponoor~~ by a lo~ l l ut dO the r ineet 
und moot Ol'0"t 1•e pe t·sonultt1~>B ol' th!• n•. tion, >rovi.Jec euch un 
op,>ortun1ty 111 a O'\r otully t l.ou,~ ht.-throush =.. r . ct. iu ~l .•l .,n. 
In 'flew ot' tho acute orldo t.'l' o••r !eriud, no~ ~o b., '"htuu t uly 
mot by thti ruloe lei<l do~ID wi...,ly for th& runnin!' of ~oho.>l 11te 
under normo, l concH tiona, 1. 0 th '11'<.;fOt'•' r uoom non<l t iJ l r. n n~ua,>t.ion 

bo al\de in thoaa •ohoola '·blob huv .• J'Ul oe •. ;s<. in~L oolJ.out l nne; und 
thut the dJilple , undom~nd1ng !Jl'OOO<hlrn or the ChilJrvn' a C!·ua ucle, 
with 1ta. 'fli:!Orou•ly •>c t r 1ot1o und <Juuoc tl nal ll'•lt\rbl:l 1 bu o.-.J·rled 
thrOUgh 111 our eoboola dut·1n.:; tho l c:et ten J t•ys o1· A,>r1l. 



l4y dear lire. Roosevelt: 

I~ 
Arlington, Vermont 
llarch 20, 1940 

'!'be Children's Crusade 1a going splendidly-- -­
the number of schools participating r1s1ng so raet as 

/ 

to take ~ breath away with Joy and relief, and, as you 
have eeen, the editorial comment 1n newspapers and maga­
zines more unanimously warm and approving than I 1d have 
dared to hope . 

We 1 re now al.most through the preparation tor the 
enormoue work of reaching the schools by mall (how eno~ 
moue you can see !rom the enclosed memorandum which 1s 
only or !M.l.llngs yet to go out, with no mention or what 
baa gone out) • 

Now we are throwing ourselves with all our hearte 
into the preparation tor educational publ1c1ty----newe­
paper syndicated articles and networks of broadcasting 
----about the underlying pr1no1plea of our American in­
stitutions, with whi ch we hope to back up and reinforce 
what the teachers o! •o1v1os• and good government teach 
their students so taithtully---but always out or teet 
books written in prose, not the moat vivid way to reach 
young imag1nat 1ona. 

Betore we make a:rq de!1n1te plans, we would Uke to 
ltnow whe ther President Roosevelt would reel lll<e starting 
these patriotic broadcasts addreeaed to our school children 
1n their schoolrooms w1 th a ten or 1' 1 tteen a1 ru te talk to 
the~--the Head o! our State to lts ruture citizens. 

I'm enclosing with this a copy or a letter to him 
which I am sending ott on this mail----a hard one to wr1 to, 
since there is so much to say aru\ to report on, and yet I 
am anxious not to make the letter eo long as to be a burden. 

,It would or course be the veritable crowning or this 
movement which baa become a truly bation-wlde one, to have 
the Preeldent strike the keynote or the aeeaage or courage 
and cheer and enduranoe and tal th in the American tradl tlon 
we are trying eo bard to impreee on our children. 

With auoh hopes that he wi ll !eel he oan do thle, and 
happy antioipatlone or seeing you in May at another llhlte 
House Oonterenoe, 

0,... l ..... )"' .G.; 1 ...... .........-... 

~..:r s- CA,.i-"""'_..... 
, _., ~ - tV, ..b.. c:[ 
\wJ"-< •• {. ..... -,-t:_ ~L; 'Tt .• "l' C t...J:.J... , 

Faithfully yours, 
.. \:) - r- ' ) 

c. ••• J~ ~ """"\. "'""'-~ 
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pear lire, rillbC'I 

I &o ..,, 1181>• 11betllor tba Preddoot 
•1ll do U7\lllq about tllo oohool ohUroa' o 
broedoon but I liDo• :rou will hool' t ros ht. 
oborU.y, IW bao bad DO AUCI:I \0 40 ba h lr'Mll:l' 
• :rtnc llO \0 ot.Do\ . .. ey\hl nl! •84 , tbouel:l J 
.tll urso ht.a, I oa aot n r't .t\U'o ot auooooo, 

I tll111lc :rou ba.,. dono • • onnordlooey 
Job ood I tbtDI< u ouah\ to ba ooaUauod, 

I tllialt :rour 11.11811MU OD tho\ .. 001>­

' '- 70'11' 14 • 11 0 YOJ7 pod ODO ODd U •!til• bo o44o4 \ o t he Reel cro .. ood \ ba eo.. 
- 1\7 q,oo\, I tl>iJIIc .. elaould not forgot tho 
-rooroppor clllld roa botl:l blool< oo4 wh i te . 

I bolt n o tba t 11 ney flood rooo oon tor 
oooUeutns u "OOU14 bo t ha t 1t would otol't 
oh114roo oorl.y 1Jl \ho r •UuUoa ot t holr 
roopooo1btl1t too in o doaaoroo'f• 

Tbanl< :rou tor JOUT l.aot loner wbloh 
bao Juot co•. I •• oo sloa to hno :rour l oo6 
le\hr end ell t bo ator lol, 

WUh oYor;r !Plod wtoh, I oa 

P , S , Ao to ,....... pooh01'1p\ about tllo opeoah 
1D • •hlnsto•. I • ouabt :rou .. ro &TDodl 

lire. Dorothy Centield Ftober 
Arl 1ngtOR, Veroont 

I ()L) 
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Confidential post- script . 
Dear Mrs Roosevelt: 

Again I am sitting down to t1p out in 
my inaccur a te amateur typing, ~omething I want to get ' ·-

'-... 

' 
' ' I 
' 

' 
\', ,, 
., 
"' .... 
( 

your opin i on on, without enybody's els~ knowing. I haven't 
. ~yet spoken of it to anybody else, not even( this is unusual 
~ for me) to my husband , 1 boca use l feel that if you think 

• <- my idea is imprectic~bte, or Ulides ira bt e
1 

why then, l•11 never 
-;.· need to spe<:A!: to anybody ab o ut i t ---fOl' 'd give it up at once. 
\ 

~· Here •s my ide '\ : --I've ben r tell.y overwhelmed by Tbe ChiUdren 's 
Crusade, partly by the enormous amoun t d 'work to be done, 
more intensive and more a bsorbing than onfthing I•ve ever 
done before , even war-·.vork in France . But mos tly by the 
r esponse to the idea , from t bous•tnds of Americ ~ns! 

·' 

People hove throvm thems ulves into working for it, as if 
it brought relief frorA e groat nervous tension---the unbee r die 
feeling tha t there i s e tragic need , and that we a re 
not taking a ctio n a bout it . And educ.' t ors, parents , -­
eYerybody wi t hou t exceplii<'n - - - bas seeme~ 'to ~1 th'lt the 
possibi l ity of doing so~ething reRl for people ~e.ss fortu• a te 
t han themselves is a vitamin acuL• l Y needed by our chi d11n 
and young people. 

As you c~n see( or divine) from the material I gm sending you 
'l.lld the President, an i mmense !DDunt of work l'a s beEn done, 
a really incredible lot , in finding OJ t how to rea c h the shools, 
in getting through the bart·age of "professionAlism" on the 
part of offi cers of anmlnis tration---apparent y so little 

-., .. used t n have anybody from the outside world 'taka a vivid inter"t t 
in t he schools , as to be d i sconcerted by i t ! A greet dea l 

-- of money bas been spent, ( ~d a t top s peed of course) t o 
' ·• org<'.ll ize that fiel d, to do the pioneer work of finding ru t 

, how to conduct such a c;np•• i gn, which has never lien done 
-~ 'Oe?ore • 

·.,. ._ Now I Cl\0 't beqr to th~nk t hat ell that ini'ormation, organization 

\

'. -,;· effort , good will , will dissolve i n t o thin a i r when t he 
Children's Crusftde is over. Ooul d it be possible, do you 
t hink , to continue this effort in the m ape of s permanent 

--- orgqniz'lt i ·'e , to conduct a s i milar cqmp~ign , annua ly in the 
schools, for the benefit of our own 1\meriMn poorer childrm? 

~Or rather, to !Tlllka It en exerciM i n reel democracy for o~ 
-millions of school -children and let them decide by mej or' ty 

vote, in what proportinns they woul dWISh the money r 11 ised to 
be given to benefit--well, say, chEdren o utside the U. S . A. , 
and ins i de thas countr/, city childun, countzy child~, and 
Negro children. I woul. d like to have the responsibility of 
all w!Uro people for-niil welfare of Neeroes until they and 
t heir chi '.dren have more of a fair share of what oll Ameci)•ms 
shoul d have.. recognized end admit t ed e.nd aoted on! 

But that's a deta 1l--jU'3t one thAt happened to come i nto 
my hand es I V.Tote. 

It seems to me, if this ldl"' could be oo rr i ed out that 
it could be made an excellent exercise , ( that is, action 
following on theory) in democraoy, and i n detnocrftcy in an 
i •raensely lllr80 country. The need to toke thnqpt as to bow to 
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•. 

2) 
vote as to t he di s tributi'tl of the money , v.oJ.d 
make inevitable a study of condi tions in vari o us 
par ts of the United ~ta t es , not j us t beoe.uae questiom 
on t bns e conditions will hnve to be answered in examinat ions 
but &ec~use one needs more ~1owledge inorder to vote . 
The responsibi l ity of those who ba ve, for ~ee evening 
things u p w1 th thoao 1\b o have-not, actually pra ctised 
in this way, wo .. od be , I m ould th i"lk, much mor e 1t ben a 
t heor y in n Sund~y school l esson. I o ·n ~ think of 
anything which weu ld trein our younger gene r ntion more 
surely into accept ing t he i dea tha t gr unt inequal i ty of 
opportunity jus t ca nnot be per mitted any lon~r . in our 
ti!o:es and with our economic situation. 

I ha ve be en thinking of t his for a long time , but 

quailing at t he t h· ught o f the enormous effort needed 
tp t ry to r ealize it . An d of cour se one of the thi ngs 
which has oocure,\ t o me, i s the probable at.cry d' t !Je 
ultra- conservatives a bou t ~pauperizing" pe ople . tffid , 
a lthough t het i s uauhlly j ust an alibi for salfishnesR 
e.rd unwilliru_:nes s to take ono 's fair shere d' socia l 
responsibl. i ty , ther e i s 11 po ssi hili ty in thAt <U Nction 
which one ought t o consider. I have t'ri ed t o consi der i t, 
and I tb~nk t hat dNlger--s uc h as i t i s --c ould be entiNly 
evoi ded by having each year 's a pport inning of the m~ney 
done by a n a nnual vote of t he chi dre n , so tha t no long 
l ong c ont inue d s upport of: a ny one project co..ld b e undemketl . 
that is , t he children in t he schools 1·ru'd vote( might vote ) 
more in detail-- - whether their penn y con t r i bu t i cms should 
go for health , r ecr<Oatic n , bette r e duc ·tionsl Jll cili t i es , 
&n the countr y , i n t he c it.i es , etc etc I don 't see how 
even t he ultra- conservatives cou d objec t to an occas i ' nel 
boost up over an obstac l e , given by thoso among our croi drnn 
who have a n economi c mar gin , e nd so c ~ n help other s . 

Of c ourse, all t his is floating in a va cuum, P.S f ar as 
pract1 cnl oonaic\erntJ ons nre concerned . Wlle re "10 uld the 
money c ome ! rem , t c cfU'ry on the ctmpa i gn---fo r 1t tak es 
a god detl of course to 1·ooch s uch an i uree nse system as 
our school s ys t em. Well, I think 'perha p s one of the 
Foundations , e specially i nter •, &ted in edu~ tic.n, might 
finance i t . At a ny r ate , s i n ce al l recors~of t ee Chi ldren 's 
Crusnde are t o be p r eserved end dcposit~d in t ho Library of 
Congress , the f r ame- work of t he effort will nevar bove to 
be invented again . 

I he.v en 't se t down ye t , I seo, my chief r eason for 
thinking t his might be valuable---no , it is not getting hel p 
to needy chi .dr en , unspeAk Ab ly valunb le a s thAt >.o ul.d be . 
My c hief reason i s thot this kind of annual responsible 
t aking t hought, nq t o tho ne ods o f different par ts of o ur 
country; would beglln whore it s hould begin, in childhood , 
the habit of t hinking of our country Ml a whole , wcd.d 
be e valid end r enl pre pnrqt ion f or that broadening of our 
attitude towards the who •e na t i r.>n, wh ich is a mtt er of :life 

. ...._ and death tor us in the future, as r Apid means of corumun i oro t l>n 
~ make the country geogrephic• lly one, as it newr has been 

before . 



& I 
r.av~ said enr>Ugh to give you nny ideo, at all , I wonder 

of what is i n '"Y m1n11 ? It is not v&ty definite , what •s in 
my minc!---mo11 t ly jw t •m idM . Suob as 1 t is , I hand 1 t over 
t o you to sole you whether y,u thi1k i f i s worth t hinking dlJut 
any more. 1 

One t~ng is sure , a~ far as the actual runnina of s uch 
en annual onmpni en is ~earned, it could not be c~rried on 
tn the improvis i ng way The Children •s Crus~de b~s been 
developed. llobody c oJ!<! work ao hare!, yea r 3J'teT yeel; 
as w< have nil worked on this emergency mc~o.urc . You 'c! 
drop dead! It woad hAve to be rur. by profess ! nals---
I don~ mean professional publicity people , Heaven forfend-­
peopl e who made it their vb ole. WOl'k . And by that token I 
would vanish tro.11 it , e xcept in an advisory c ·• paci ty , a nd 

doing expository wt·ltins---nfte r al 11thnt i s whRt I Rm , 9 

v~it er, not nn orG~nizer. And if I sur vi ve this effort , I 
1~11 never never undertake onytbine s o f ar out of my f iel d 
and so far beyond my physi o" l ability to htmdle . But 
the Founds ti ns are run--and some of them pretty woll, too-­
by professi onals, 1\b o do rot turn to dust on t ho j .:>b e t P~ 1, 
just because it is permanent. I thit k that need not be en 
obstacle . 

Let me know---just e llne---v:hat your impressi on or this 
is, and then , when I see you in !.lAy, or perhap!! before , for 
I am t o be in Washington for a meetire of the Yo1•th Commimi on 
April 15th end l&th , we c •o n perhaps lleve e t al k eb<, ut it . 

Did I ever, in my life, wri t c s o much to any t o peopl e 
es I have today , to you and the President! You '11 have t o 
r eed it serinllyl · 

i~i th such edmireti· n and fAith 
Devotedly yours , 

~~~ 
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1. !o .lpproxitrll.tdy SOOO City and COWltr 8t.porlntendeDtl . Tho al.!a hero 1a twotolc!, 
tO:i't orr1~1a1 approval of the oampal&n 1n th.e1r jurladlotlona, ar~ to k••f 
thea t ully &ddud . TWo •1lin&• have tone out t .o the•, with card a tor a1,. 
nature. (SUlplo lliDr kod A). To tbia d .. to (• .. uoh l~th ) about 600 ba.,. 
authorlud p&rt.Lo1pat1on, ropreunt.lnt; p robably 1,750,000 chUd.r.a. Th.,-
t.ro cont1.nu1»1 dally iD &ood vohco. ltf .. t!.-t.e 11 that with t.be Dori two 
aU inc• t hh will roaoh a.t t.aet 1500, about 2~, which I -.ould ooo.tidor 
oxooptloaal for • ~1 o~alg.n. Thoao will bt ei£ply tho authori&od p&rtl­
Olpknte, ~. &Dd ~11 not conatltuto by any =-~ tho ontlro partlolpa­
tloll. -Tho bt ....tli.nc t o tltil &roup waa intoM~~&tory, oaolodng tho ·6 ... pas,o oxpoe-
5tory olro~lar, wit h oo..,.oriAt; l ottor. 

Tho 211d one loud tho pl~, Ll!IRRTY !liP tiNlO!i, ud wu tlzed to reaoh them 
&!tor tb.o St . Loub oooveot1oo. 

!'ho 3rd will &Q out lar·Gh 16th, and •Ul ono1o•• tho r.aohor'• Eud'bQokJ 
tho Nol"111At1 Rookwell Post.er, Uw pl&y ·- J,. P..UUt..Y T.U.I'. ABOU'I' t •'ARJ ud e 
aJ..na&il reply o&rd , with IUIO oopy, Suple 4. 

Tho •th, &oi.a& out •bout .Aprll ht, •111 onolo .. a 1Uphl oa.a, uother lettAr 
and uotbor &irwdl reply card., 

tr moouary., there will be other ~~~.aUJJ\e:• to thla croup, which h , ... u and 
not exponoh·o· to eiroul&rlto • .All tho .. lett oro, by tho we,y. ue pertoaal -
th&t h, with tilhd- iD •&lutatiom . 

2. To Uo,OOO ODeool'OCD 1ehoob. Tho ..... ro(;&rd u euormoutly ~rtant, but t>.­
oa.ueo ot their number can•t. ..rtoJ'd to uil JDOro than onoe. '!'hoy au•t be 
approached oooe, diroot, boo•uae -. can't r e ly en ~ounty •uperintondent• 
4o1D.~ • thin& abo~t thla. 

s. 

On ~ri1 l•t we are toio& t o oond, 1n a tpooially proparo~ a.il1Qt tube., & 
dllr(;lo ooUoot.toa~an Ul the eDtire UO,OOO. Wit h it will be' • 2-P•&• 
letter., the oxpo1.itory c1roW.u • and tho Porothy co.n.ttold &ddreu at St. LQuil. 

W'o oro all 't'ery enthu.t ... tio •bout thh ~~&iliDfj, and t.ro eure of good r01ultt:. 
I.nolde.ntal.ly, 1 t h doubtM •bot he r any proVlOUI ogp~s:a h ... over I)Ott.n 
~o.n to thou &ru• r ·oota . 

~t'o~60~1~00~0~-~:·!to;·~F~1~·~·~T~o~&~o~h:o~r-~o~oll:;'-!o~o~l~o'"="'~"o~lo~ .. 7a~U~'7~~·~·~&d=o~o~,· 'l"tlOI00 of' 00\lTIO, 
are &lao oo..mtry a<lhooh. ~&iQ there are t.oo ~. wit h pr01o:ttt re1oureu, 
to DU D:lro than onoo• 

They will rooelv•, about April lat, • aall ica t~ .. like the one- roo. eobool1. 
In th1a thor a ~ll bll ODe oolloot1on O&nJ. ~ ao~ell poetar (not 
ioolud.d to the caa..,roo. echoola beo&uiO or .xpenoo)J tho oxpo•1t.ory oiroula.rt 
tbo l)Orotta,y cu.tiald. St. Lou.lo addreu 1 &tid. a two-p&to httor. 

Tho lett.r wHl •UC~ett that they s;ot 1D tou<ll1 with tba Collllty Supnl.tltoD4aDt 
tor tho taa<~ba"r'• Haradbook. Aloo, it • Ul axpl&in that thl oa.o 11 Wt • 
a-.ploJ lt wUl bo te-o ..late t,o &ot oth.r oa:oa to tb• and • 111 tborofo.ro •ua.· 

, cut that the ohUdr.a .-to '-P aaalld oa.rdbca.rd boxoo 1r &dd1tloJI&l ooll.o­
Uon •teri&l 1o toi.&Qd aooaaoa.ry • .lleo, by U.. ...._)', it wlll •u.uut t~ 
han a patriotlo ctnta~t (to wh.leh tlobt• oa.o bl oold) if it h too 
leta to cln tho phy, A PAn.LY TA.f..¥ 480UT 'IUR, a.ad it they a.re unauthorlao4 
to .ako dlroot oollootiODI troa obildrOAo 

.. 



I.t, happily, " o..a. rai1e enoucb •dditional aoa.ey i.n tt.e, • .. oond •111n.c 
to thh &roup (•bout April lOth) would be •dvlaabh. 

'· '1'0 12,000! l•r5er elementary tchoole 1a. towna ot troa 1000 to roo<>. Hore ~·• 

.. ,.. atyai~. • o tar u ••ndl.tl.l oollootlo" ot.na 1a oonnro.,d, by tho &re&t 
~itroreaoo la et&e ot the nhooh, and tbe expon~o ~ ... tung MD¥ oau . 
~ d1ttoreot approach ... ther•tore nto•••&rr• 

Theae achool•, oa. W&roh 18th, will be ••nt • -.111n6 oottel•~in& or the tol­
lwia& I • Wo·P&&• Iotter I the ••potJ.tocy oiroul-.r J tho play J. rJJa.Ll' TALl 
.uoor w.&R. t.be t»rot)QI' Ca.ntiel<l •peoch, • lronr.t.D Bocak.'wll po.-t.er J all4 • 
rep~ a1~11 oard. 

the reply will ouae to tw. Yorlt. I.t uU them t o tell 1.&1 bCNt ;a~ ct.lll 
they want, wbothn they want ortra copiea or the pl-.y~ S 1no.o Ulh h solo.& 
O\lt ri&bt away, tbe'r• will be ti.lf.e to eblr tho cane ordorod by upren. 

5. To 2.z,ooo El .. ntary 1obool princlp&le in t.ll towna and oitl u c..-er :5000. 'thie 

blanket• all ole=entary eoboola othor than thoao above, t.nd inoludoe tho bi&· 
seat citl ... 

The ullin& will co out ll.uoh 18th, ll.lld will bo the a&mo u the oM i&J:wt­
dlatoly prooedin~. oxoopt that tho toaohor1a l~dbook will be included hero, 
o.nd not thoro. 

0. 20.000 Uh.b-8ohool , Priuoipah. Tho1o hron a.lroady received tho upodtory 
oiroulu, a.nd a copy ot LIBERTY A.~ O'!f'IOY -- tho h i th-•c.hool pl&y . 

£ tooond ~AiltQe, &Oin& out ij&roh 18thi will include, • Z-pago lcttor; the 
foo.chor 1a J:i-.odbookJ aaothor copy of tho oxpo11t.ory c.iroult.r (lo1t they forget)J 
.n4 tho now Nor~ Rockwoll poatorJ and an • lrmail roply card. 

rhla reply ~•rd wlll oo~:» to Kew Yorlc, and "''111 be d::J.l&r t o t hat or ~llin& 
6 -- &nd w1 th tb.o umo pufpoao in mind.. 

1 . fo 1000 C&thollo Sohool1. Tho CAillQt hat &!ready sono ou~J oarta, poatora, and 
other mat.rial will be tont u or·dored. 

8. To 1500 hhato Sohoole. 'fhh too hu sono outJ oa.nei potters. and oduo&tioll&l 
11111terlfl will bo aont to t.hom aa ordorod. 

To S&OO Sditora or Bifh-School Publle&t iona. thie i a a mailint, ovor 
Allan ihlto'• al&nA ure. ~ouaoir~ a prl•• ror the beat Children'• 
l1auo, with~ 1Ug&eet1on. for editorial m•tor ial. 

Organ.h&tlon or K&.llin§. Tho detall ot handlJ.n& all tboeo r.a111n£e 11 in tho hancle 
ot Wr. Louis Xloid, of Ua111n&•• lao., N.- York. who le do1Q6 it &t ccat and 
per1onally auporvie~ i t . I t could not be in more officiont h&nda. in our 
opinlon. 

Dlttribution of Can. . l~. Kleid •ill •l•o take oaro ot the d1atr1but1on ot tho can.. 
One million of t boao will bogln being rocoivod about April let . 

D11tribut1on bore ie ~ oompl ie&tod problo~. b~t h&e boon thoro~hly arranted 
tor. ~t o1' it w1ll bo 4ono t'rOCI t-:ew York d1ooot to tho achooh by expro .. , 
e(lne trt»~~ B&ltilr.oro, whore the oan.a •ro bti.D& manut&oturod. 1'hU 1a uido 
t'roa tho l.Ddivid\1&1 carta tho.t will bo eont in 11111.11~ tubea, 1n tho two mall .. 
i.Qgt above llet.ed --to t h• 1~,000 one-room achoola, and tho 60.000 two-to­
~1ve t o•oh•r tchool•. 

Later Malli!ft• Thh, we feel, b an oxtready thoro~o~~h OO"f'tr~o · It s.a, ct couru, 
ia.&pondont of &ll the outtld• publioit)' - - in uc•1inea. a••pape.ra, throuc.b. 
a~.ovha, &D4 tho radio, and or,an1&at 1oa.a -- whloh 11 nll-orc.n .. bed o.n.d &bout 
readt to brot.k1 md whioh W'ill, of oour .. , b&ok up th11 dlroot work • Hh the 
tohool•. 

• • 

I 
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Dear ••· J'blt.8ra 

.P .... '--11 allk8d to wd\e • le"ol' 
appo•laa tu ..t•tloa et Clan a.n•'• 
•• tol' •u ot r.- aD4 .. 4oliib'e4 to 4o •• 

I tll1Dk llol' 11011c •a• iwl' ou ot 
our ouh\81141 .. o1Ur.•• all4 onUUaa II• to 
.,..., "eocatuoa. 

lira. Doroth)' Ce.ntiel.d J'iahar 
Arlinston 
Val'IIOnt 
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78BurdSt . 
Nyack, N.Y. • 1 
Unrch 15 , 1940 

Llr . Ralph w. Lloeee 
Adminietrative Off icer 
Social Corro spondence 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear l.!r . tlage e : 

Thank you so much for your letter 
of the 14th. 

!.lr . Epl er wishes me to advise you 
that letters mailed after !Jarch 15th will not be 
too late , in helpi ng to elevate the name of 
Clara Barton to the Hall of Fame . 

He v1ould consider it a personal 
favor , if upon Mro . Hoosevelt 1 s return, you would 
refer this matter for your attention. 

Sincerely yours 

,2ftu-.c-(! __ ~ 
Sec/etary to !.lr . Bpler l 

I 
\ I 

I~ 
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1940 
I I . I, 

report on the CHILDREN'S CRUSADE 

Wo enoloae Crusado matorlal which haa &lre&dr gone 
' 

out t o 231,000 elementary schools i n the Unitod States , to 26, 000 
higb schools , to over 6 ,000 oi~y and county school aupoaintendonto , 
t o 112 diocoaan superintendents and to 2 1000 prinoipuls ot private 
90h00l8 . 

Over ?00 newspapero in tho country have publishod ne•s 
st.ories on the Crusade, and o•1er 200 editorials. About a dozon of 
the l$tter wora negative, tho others very friendly • 

We are sanding you t ho ~lorman Rockwell poster . I t hink 

1ou wil l agree thbt i t is a strong and ~eautltui job. 

Uagazlne articles havo begun to appear ln the ~ 
Homo Journal, G·ood Rounelcoeping, Household V&gaz:lno 1 P&.ronta ' 
Magazine, and by t he end ot tho campaign ovor fifty national ~ga­
zlnoe will have publ ished ed1tor14l3 or articles about the Crus&de. 
1h1a does not include educational Journals , orgaui zational bulletins 
or rol lglou.a publications. 

Radio devolopmento are in the offing , and you will bo 
kept 1nfo~od ot ~bo arrangements AD they are mado. 

As you read over tho material, you may have suggeationa 
aa how to better oarrr on the Oruaade . Pleaae l et us have your ad­
vice. 

With warmoat thanko tor your cooperat ion, 

Binoerely youre, 

( 
Cbair.an 

Lmt.AI'f COWWin 111 Pi:u l ~. CA.u •• ,. •• GenN<k A•l\cr-, lklm llauy, S«-phrn 'lo.t~e~c lknb.. w.U.l.m 1tott lkMI • 
Wuiolt Canby. S,.rlM,, S.nb N. Clc-1~ P.drok Col""'- Uti. ht~M-t, )oM G..ndlf.t, P•Mtf H~.n.1, lna H•ln.n Irwin. 
Qrhco.,Mr NotiC""f, a~n Nulwl, ()y,rfo 0 . , l)d IU(hl«ot Nort: .. ~l&m)' P•ntldi~. 'l illfflll ~. GotMiu OrlJ Skint~et, 
14to M. Ttlbd.l, 6ocHb Tu\Jnpon, Don>!hy l"loclm ...... lheofr~ W•Jiotftl .... I.-. W.tpfn '«'iddtmtt, Un Y"'u..lll· 
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Dea.r ••• ftNert 

I J • 1U YW, IOI'Tl ~t, &I J .tll 

'be a\ llde hiS ca .lpril 21, I -ot ..-

Yrs. Dor othy Canfield Fisher 
Arlington 
Vel"'lont 
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OOIIIIOTHY C~v4ftfii: .. LO F 18H&IIt 

A"LINOTO I'i.VCIIIIHOWT 

April 1, 1940, 

Dear Krs. RoosevJlt: 

What's now planned for the opening 
broadcast of the Children 's Crusade p~bably 
for the avenin~ of April 21st is a half-hour 
presentation of the Children's Crusade patrio­
tic. play "Liberty and Union", This is being 
arranged by Dorothy Gordon, that great radio 
f avorite of children, who is working with 
a rdent enthusiasm for the Children's Crusade, 
and who has enl isted a number of well-known actors 
to help. 

Could you i 9troduce this with a two 
or three minute talk. All those enrolled in 
The Children's Crusade (a nd they are now num­
erous ae an a rmy- - -Americans from all parts of 
the country---) hope wi th all our hearts that 
you will feel like givi ng this help to the good 
cause. You could of course be "picked up", in 
t he radio phrase, wherever you were at that 
time. 

With warmly friendly greetings, 

, Sincerely yours, 

"JCF/gfr -Du\~~~ 
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Letter t'f<:a ~tby Can~1el4 JUber~ Arlington, Vemont, 4ate4 

May +•• aoo•Pti"liS appointment on National AdY1aory OOIM.1 ttee 

tor Oca~:W~1~ Ser.1ce ProJIICtll, sent to l:rs. Y.or:- , 'J/:>1)/IIJ . 
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llr•· Eleanor Roo••volt 
Tho 11!\1 t o Ho-. o 
Waoh1ngton, D· C. 

»t,y 2S, 1960 

I J ) 

tho ' J"ioup ot 1nd1Yidu&la which operated as the Children'• Cru1ado for Children haa on legal adv1oo formed 1taelt 
into & oorpor&tion, &rxl in order t o trt.n1ter the tund e 
fro .. tho voup to the corporation, the Co=ty Nat1ono.l 
Bank ln Be~on dems it ooceasary to ha•o the J ury 
ot ~ard a pprOYt the transfer of thO fuDda , 

Will you t horetore pl eaeb li&D tho onolo•ed p&por aa A 
DlOI!lbo r ct tbo Jury ot .a-rd on tho Uno lnd1catod! 

Cordi&ll,y YOW"I • 

DCF/ha 
onolosure 

tJAA•., 



CHILDREN'S C R,tJSADE FOR CHILDRI!N 
t: M I' I R E ~ 1 \ I' E JJ U I L U I :-1 1; N L W I II It I. 1. 1 I I 

L.A c a.:A\\ \~' \ .f 6629 
I 

I•CIMfllll\ I ''~llllt tiSIIUl, CloiJINI•I't 
\114\, I ll •'k\ ~ t •\ NIH', lnUIIIt)' 

Jl II. \ Ul \\\' \RU1 

I I~. \MHC K t M\l,\LL' I 
IKJk U I II\ t \"UIUU\IItll 
\JCJ,,U,"Jk JUH' \ lt\A"' 
\\ 11 11 \\1 \ Ill ' \\ l ll l l. 
Carollce s. ~odrutt 
Or . Charlot B. Glenn 
lion. Irvin& Lehun 

••• ,., ttl I ( ... ,.,, , •• , c._,_ .. 
jUII' tU lltii'C:, t>.out.,, 

- ··· 

County Notional Sank 
llenn1n&ton 
Vermont 

Oentlosoos 

!.!oy 23, 1940 

Thl.a 11 to 1ntorm you that tho t;ro\1) ot 1nd1v!duolt kcDwc and oper&tlnc prevlouely •• tho Children•• Cru.ao.d& for Children , have orea.nhed th.ornad VOl into a corporation ktunrn aa t ho ChUdron's Crueade tor Chi ldren. Ino. 

Ao tho troaouror ot tho original group of 1nd1v1-duala, 1 hero~ author!•• you to tr&A•t•r to the oorpor&t1on 11 acoount all •oniat now aad horoartor depotlted 1n your bank in tho n&o$ or the Chlldren'l Crua&4o for Children. 

Co r<lial l y your a, 

CIDLDRE!I'S CRIJSADII !'OR Cllli.DilE!I 

~~ 
Troaauror lllf/• 

The torogo1n& tra.oator 1a approYod . 

I 
J 

-so r ot the Jury ot 1fti'd 
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BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

!W217 90 3 EXTRA CNT PCT NS= ARLIIIGTON VERMONT VIA 
TH~ WHITEHOUSE WASHINGTON DC 20 

MRS FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT= 
HYDEPARK DUTCHESS COU N1Y NY= 

19«1 JUN 2Q PM 6 3~ 

l JAMES LANIGAN AND~~NK DAVISON UNUSUALLY INTE LLI GE NT AND 
PATRI OTIC YGUNG HA R V~RD GRADUATES WITH MUCH PERSON AL 
EXPERIENCE INC C C CAMPS HAV E SOME PRACTICAL AND CREATIVE 
IDE AS FOR DEVELOPING THE PRES IDENT'S UNIV ERSAL SERV ICE 

PLAN INC C C CAMPS WH ICH TH EY AR E MOST ANXIOUS 10 TELL YOU 
ABOUT AT ONCE'O THEY WOULD GO ANYWHERE TO SEE ~OU FOR HA LF 
HOUR TALK NEXT SATU RDAY OR SUNDAYT IF YOU WI LL WIRE ME HERE 
IF THIS IS POSS IOBLE I WILL NOTIFY/ TH EM AT ONCE-; BEST 
GREETINGS= 0 

I DOROTHY OCANFI ELD FOISHERo. (/ 

--

-- 0 'ftrK Q01o.IPANT WIU. A.l'r)lCCIATa et100:ctrl'lON"8 rftOU tTS UT..OSS COI"'CCR~'INO lT8 U'R\'10. 
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1 20 EAST 11 ST NYK=' ~ 

' 
CH ILDRENS CONTRI BUT I ONS TO CHILDRENS CRUSA DE STILL COMING IN 

WILL TOTAL SOMETH l NG OVER O~ E HUN DRED THI RTY F IVE THOUSAND·, 

. HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH \'l iTH MAIN DISPEIJS 1/I G AGENC I ES IJOI'/ 

OPERATING ABROAD AND SITUATI OII I S SO COt>IFUSED \'IE ARE 

ADVI SED IT -I S BETTE R TO WAIT LITTLE WHILE BEFORE APPORTIG'IING 

I,JOtiEY;. DO YOU AGREE PLEASE VI I RE REeLY ARLINGTOII , VERI\40/JT, 

• =DOROTH Y CANF IELD ,'i} I SHER:• 

r 



IIRS DORO'l'HY CAl6'lELD J'Istn:R 
ARLINGTON 
VERliONT 

I All!W! WI'l'B YOU THAT IT IS B!TT!R TO IIAIT J.. LITTLE Y.'HIU 

BD'ORE APPORTIONING 'IRE !>!ONE!: 

ELFM!OR RCOSJ:VELT 



JW, 14, 1940 

o.ar lin· Piart 

lb' oro~• u t.o U.e percert.ap of CMlllMn'• 
Cruat.<Wo 110uey ~hioh ,;,ould 10 t o Ch1nn• chlldren 

1e - 2~. 

Sincerely you re, 

t.:rs. Dorothy Canfield Filtler 

I / rJ 

0 
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Dear Kra. Roosevelt% 

An opportuni.ty preeenta i taeU tor an 
eapeoiall:r aignit1oant oooaa1on to present to 
Ohineae ohildren the mone:r apportioned by the 
Jury ot Award trom the Ohlldren1 a Crusade ool­
leot1ona. On J~ 22n1 (or perhaps the 25th, 
the date ia not quite settled) Pearl Buok ie 
to present publ1ol:r to the Chinese Ambassador 
(to go to the regular Ch1neae Kedloal Aid Com­
llllttea) a t'und raised amon« Aaer1oan w011en •• a 
g1tt to Ohineee women. We have been asked to 
lllllke at the same tiJDB the presentation ot mone:r 
raised by American children tor Chinese ch1lciren. 

Thla seems to us a most eu1 table time, and 
we hope 1 t will be poaai ble qu1oltly to take a vote 
by mall ot the Jury ot Award as to the peroenta~ 
ot Oh1ldren1e Crusade 111oney which 1s to go to Chi­
nese ohildren. 

W111 you kindly wr1 te as soon as pouible 
what )'Our vote will be? 11'8 had thought that tro111 
t itteen to twent:r percent ot the total would be a 
suitable amount. !lut ot oourae 1t. lles entirely 
1n the hancU ot the Jury ot Award to decide the 
amount. The total s1111 raised by the Children' s 
Crusade 1s now about $136,000. 

We wlll very shortly be in a poa1 tlon to 
i ntorm you or the latest developments in the 1'1eld 
ot European rellet work, ae I expect t o go to New 
York next week to see the heads of several euoh 
agenoiee, to see what they !lOW think about the a1 t­
uat1on. 

W1 th eveey good wish and so man:r thanke to 
7ou tor takinc on this reaponeib111ty, 

I 

• l 

' 
' 

F8.1 thtull)' yours, 



I 

DMr ..... ,~ .. ra 

1 read 70JIJ' at:ter ot J•l.T 20 
'lUI a creat deal ot l.tll.eNot, llllt.ll1111 -wth 
11l1Ue wu ..,.r doDo o l tbov.t eoeO<tnh rlnr -
obet.•le•J 

llrs . Dorothy Clll\lleld FiBher 
Arlinat.on, Vennon~ 

IU!) 

0 
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Dear Ure. RooeeVel tl 

ArUncton, VerDOnt 
July 20, 19-iO 

I wr1 te to r e port that the vote-by-mal l about the share or the collecti on or the Children's Crusade to go t o Chinese children wee unanl.ruously in !avor or twenty percent. So that amount (about S2'l', OOO) will be ~~:1von on July 26th to the American Bureau o! lo!edi­cal Ai d to China. We reel a !"ea t Joy and eat le!ac­tion in t h1 e, and know that you will share it. 

Next week I · w111 be 1n New York for a tew daye and will see seve ral of the heads ot the Re!u~o Ald "«'!ncloo, aecur1n~t reporta ! rom t hem. I wlll mal<.e a report to you about theee 1nterv1ewa, a s soon as pos­sible attar that. The mat t er o! the Hoover relief committee, now tor Pol1ah re l 1er throu~h t he Pol ish Committee, will be the subject of the next vote. Wy 
underatandtn~~: ie that they have waived t he •require­Gent• !or twenty- t 1ve perce nt of our collecti ons, and wl.ll e1mp}3' ~ roporta o! t heir work, like tha other rol1e! a,enc1os , But since they now i nclude work !or Pol1ab ae well as Finni sh children, it is quite po s­sible, I should eay, that our Jury or Award will feel like ,;rant1nr: the twenty- !1ve percent . Thla w1.11 be ror tbe Jury to dec i de attar eeein~t the reporte. 

Perhaps I should a l so report tc you~---althou~ the matter 1a probably not important--that the Chil­dren'• Crusade haa been under crit1o1em !r01:1 the coJD-11111nlsta (eapeoi&lly thoae tow who a re t eaohlnc in the public aohool oyetom o! Now York Ci ty) and also from a repr6eentat1vo o! the military- minded, in the peraon of a retired army o!ticor, Yajor Frioa, who, with his w1to, edits a soe.ll monthly of a few par:ea. I have been told by a member o! the D.A, R, that he ort1o1a11J' represent s their ideaa on Ameri can oduoatlon, but I !i.nd no publlo oont1rmat1on or that . Ono-9! the main purpoeos or the periodical 1e to attack ~ ro~a o! what il called •pro~aaive education,• aa red, ooJD­munietio and tend1n~ to overthrow our ~tovernment. 
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Rooeevelt---C July 20, 1940 

I 
Major Fries objected very much to the hi~h school pl~, 
"Liberty and Union•, sent out by the Children's Crusade, 
of which you have all had a copy, I think. In that, as 
you lllllY remember, war, as a way to settle di trerenceaot' 
opinion, was constantly shown in comparison to the Amer­
ican way ot' peacef ul Federation, and appeal to law-courts , 
to be violent, full ot ill- will and stupid. W.ajor Fries 
obJected to this presentation of War, and has been ener­
Ket1oally criticitin« the Children ' s Crusade in each 
issue of hie small monthly. 

Sines this is a free country, where everybody has 
the rl~t. to express his own opinions, we have paid no 
attention to this . But in the June issue he printed a 
factual statement about the finances of the Children's 
Crusade which cave the moat absurdly false impression of 
thee----as was shown by several anxious end troubled let­
ters we received !rom schools which had contributed to 
the Crusade asking if it was true as MAJor Fries intimated 
that ei~ty percent of all contributions had been spent 
!or expenses, with only twenty percent go in~ to retup;ee 
children • 

This of course was a libellous statement. I wrote 
a l etter telling him the facts----that is, that not eo 
much as a posts«& stamp or one telephone call had been, 
or would be paid from the children's contributed pennies, 
and asked him to print this. He replied that he con­
sidered my letter no proof of the truth of the statement 
and he would not print it. So we were obli~Sd to send a 
lawyer to him with notarized proof or the complete ti­
nanoinp; of all expenses ot' the campair;n !rom outside, and 
of the fact that all pennies contributed will go direct 
without aey shrinltap to reru«&e ohil<lren in need . Thus 
obllr.&d to correct his statement about our !1nancea, he 
says he will do eo but will continue his crit!ciem ot the 
purpose and methods or the Children's Crusade centerln~ 
hie attack on the amount of money spent on our educational 
oampa1cn (for almost all the starr work waa done by volun­
teers, with only tour paid people , and the usual stennor­
raphera) the ~oao ot which he d1aapprovea. 

I enoloae a oop,y ot the letter to Major Fries, ao 
that you oan be au courant , a& of a IIIBtter, rather 
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Rooaevelt- --3 July 20, 1940 

unpleasant, but of no rreet importance, I reel.~ 

'R1 th ever J'enewed th&nlte tor your w1lllncneaa to serve 1n the ap~rt1on1ntt; or the 1:1oney raised by our eohool oh1ldren s pennies, I am 

raith!ully yours, 

~ ... \ ~~~l 

• LITIIAIY COWWinllt I~"'' 811C'k. C"-lt•~•. Oft~tutk Albt-11100. ISH1it ~•l'f, Stc~ VIG«11t lk64t, Wllll.m l'MC ftfM,, Mulot! C.ntt,, Suu~l• S.l"lh N (kat..., ,,..,.lc Col~~tn, ll.loflt. Ptrbc-r, }oM GiiiMIWf. '•~~t~k H11m, IAn Har..n llwiA, Chn...,.,, Notlq ........ Nt.lhM. O..dn G ... X.uhlft:a. Nooul.. ld&a., ~ Y..-t~tt $hma. c:.r.d11 01» Sl.Mtf, W. W TuW~ ._. Tt~.....,._, o....lor ,..,..,.__ liMIIIr:il ..,-• ._ ..-.. ....._ ~ W..._,., U. Y' ...... 



!l.t.jor Genera~ .AlDOl A .• Fries, Editor 
Friende of tho ~~llo Sohool a of Amerioa 
702 Albeo Bulldin& 
15th a. 0 St,·oote 
WuhiQ&ton, D. C, 

Dear Sir• 
' 

July 10, 1940 

1ft your JWloO 1uwo you published a ehort etat omont, t11o l..lllplioation 
ot whioh wae that tho pennies donated by tho school ch,ldron or Lh~ 
nation in tho Children'• Cruaado for Children wore apont pr1noipally 
tor adminiotration oxponaes of tho oampaign. 

Sinoo, in every statement by tho originator• of tho Cruaade , it w•a 
announood that every oont donated by ohildr"n would bo &ivon for re­
lief, thia article would indioa to a grave violation of truot on tho 
part or tho Jury of Award, oonsistins of Eleanor P4osovolt, Monsignor 
John A. !!¥an, William Allen White , l!onort.blo Irvi~~~; Lebm&n, Dorothy 
Ct.nfield l"ishor, Dr . Charles B. Glenn and Caroline s. Yloodrutf , 

I have no doubt tha t you aro loath to aproad tho 1mproas1on that auoh 
t. violation of truat hss oocurred amons euoh proginent Amorioan oiti­
•ona, if it ie wholly untrue, It ie wholly untrue, and aooordingly I 
tool sure that you will bo happy to print this letter givin,: tlao full 
fact•, oo that aAy dagago ~~at may havo boon dono to tho roputatlon 
of tho momboro of tho Jury of Award will be oorrooted arnoflk thooo who 
may havo road tho artf.Io referred to . · ....... _ . 
Tho ft.oto are ao follows: 

Tho Children'• Cr ueado for~ildren wao oonceivod pr~artly aa an edu­
cational DOV-nt &mOO& hnerican children 110re than as a philanthrop ic 
entorpriae. Ito prime pv.rpoao was to mol<o Yivid to .berican children 
tho difference between the comparatively hllj>py oonditiona or tholr life 
1n this froo country and that of many foreign children, and they wore 
aokod to contribute thoir own ponnioa for ohild viotimo of war -- down 
to a oinglo ponQY •• booause i t was felt that ouch tiny oaorifiooo would 
make vi Tid a.nd personal to them, moro than teachers' words could, the 
realization of what a free country meant to thotn o.o children. 

Booauae of thio dual nature of the project , two completely independent 
rooeipt tunda were aot up. One wee an adoioiotrative fund to carry on 
tho noooooary oduoational campaign &moat children. Private oontribu­
tiono troa ad11lt oontributore only wore eought for thio fund . Tho 
total po.ymonte for tho campaign mot wholly by thou printo oontri'bll­
tiono -- principally eduoational 1n their neture and to a minor do&reo 
adlliniatrative - - wore $54 , 59S, et up to June :10 , 1:)40, 

Tho eeoond rocoipt fUnd oet up wao that or tho pt.nnf contribution• from 
oohool children. · This was tho truat fund to bo apportioned by tho Jury 
ot A>ro.rd. Collootione woro made tor thil fund 1n the oohoole t or a tan 
d~ period from .April 22nd to .April llotb. Collcotiono bet;t.n oomlnJS in 
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t.tter thh period to two ba.nka - - Clt h oil.l li&tlonal B&n\c, Em.norla , Kant &I , 

weat or U.e llhaiaaippi, ODd CoUDty l!ati onal BaD'l, -ni~>gton, v,...,.,., eut 

or the llioaiaaippi. (In New York City tho oollootiono t r oa the achoola 

were made by tho Colonial Tr ua t Compt.ll¥ . 

!'h• total reooin d to J"D' 30th in thh tr~Ut r~>nd na $135,S~.64 . J;ot 

one oont of tho r ocolptl or tbh t\l.Dd h&Ye betA apent tor tho prel!ainary 

oduoat1oaal and adminletrat ivo •ork1 n~r will ono oont of it be epont tor 

that purpo••• Thoao oxpenaoa, as atato4 above, are oompletoly covered ~~ tho 

DOney r ailed and plod~;od by 1Ddhid~>ol 1Ddopondont contributioDO to t!MI otbor 

tWld . I 

In aooorda.noo with the ttf.tocente oade all through tho , oamp &l£11 and tinoo, 

the pona1os ralaod f"roa dtUd,..on ...... o•or 13, 500,000 ot tho:"ll ..... will be ap .. 

portioned by tho Jury qf kre.r d , on behal! o!' Acorioan children, to oxbtln& 

Amor ioun rallof org&nll &tiona aotual~ opor&t1~ in relieving hunger and 

diaoaao a.oQ& d1lld viot~• of tho war . Tn~ finAl &pportio~ont has boon 

delayed on tho advice ot reli.t' adllinietratort abroad beca.ute ot tho 111ar 

oventa 1D Europe within t te paa t ai.x noka , whioh has t-,.J:Por&rUy d1aruptod 

a mnber or the organilationo oarryln~ on a.otual r aliof wor~ in r;·uropean 

......... 
'tho abo•• facta about t.hoee t..ro t\uule aake o-.ldent tho reason tor tho or­

ronsoul im.preulon given by tlu~ figures you quoted i n the art1Qlo fr'* tho 

State Oopartmont'a r eport. Tho State Doparti'!IOnt, &a you know, roquir•a ro­

porta •••~ moDth rrom all or&&n1&at1one co1le ot1n& money for ro!lot abroad . 

Our conth y report which your t.rliclo referred to was tha t o f April 30da, by 

which date - - ainco ohildr on' • oolloot:iona were juat botilUlins to bo ro· 

ported -- Yory little money had boon recoived in tho truat tu.nd retorrod t9 

above . ~raotioally all of tho rooeipte reported to tbo State Departm.nt as 

of April 30th ooot iato-d of indopondont dooatioru -- l"llt t roa oh11Jr ol1 to 

tho aoparato &dc1n1at r&t1vo tund doaor1bod abovo . 

1n tho Stato O.pa rtment'& forQ of report, a &tandard one, roooipta are not 

1dont1t1ed aa to purpo•• ot expenditure. The State Dopart:c.e:nt, however, 

waa fully advised about the abovo-doaor1bod prooeduro and -- a1tnou;h tne1r 

th:ed tor.; of' repor t does not &llow thh ful l p1otur e or t:he ChilJ r en •e 

Cruaa.de ti.nanoial tot-up to appear on ita race - - we have bean told that 

the re1ponaible otfloiala of tho Departeont havo been wrbally lntona~ all 

inquir er& or thil actual aituation . .a' r1or to publication ot your &rtiole, 

inquiry at tho Stato Department of tho roaponaiblo offioi&la would have 

dholoa•d it to you . It will diaoloa• it now, if j~ou whh to oon1'1rw~ tM 

taots 11\ thia l•tt.or. 

In vtew of ~~oae facts, and tho d~age dono to ~~ raputation or tho mombora 

ot the Jury ot ~ard by tho pubtication of your a rtiolo, on their bohalt, I 

&tk that you print thh letter entire , and 1 tool auro you will bo nappy to 

do ao . 

In a letter dated June 28 , 1940, addreaeed to tho Nation.&! Chair~:~e.n ot tho 

Childr.n•a Crueado for Cblldren, Dcroth~· Cantl•l<l F h hor, you atated that you 

wiahed to print • only thlaga for w'aich wo have writt•n proot• . 1 ac. aocor­

di..ngl y , having thia l ettoJ• o ignod and awor n t o bof ort• o. not•ry pub11o . 

Very tnaly your a, 
CKllDR:lli'S CRill~ t'O~ CHIL!iRZ!I, Ino . 

ItS/• Troa.a.urer 

Soor n to bel' ore .,. thia lOth d~ of Jl>ly, 19.0. 
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TRANSPORTATION TO Utii TEDSTATES AND OTHER HE LP TO LOW 
. I NCO~E CHI LDREN WILL BE SPEC I F I ED~ PLEASE 01RE ME AT 
ONCE AT ARLINGTONi VERMO NT; I'IH AT YOU THINK OF THIS 
APPORT I ON~ENT AND IF YOU CARE TO VOTE FO R IT ll0\'1 REF ER 

CONSULT AT I ON BY FULL JUQY HEET ING IN NEWYORK= 
' 
/ _ oo~THY CANFIELD FISHER . {. 
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1 .. 00 clad t.bat the Jad- .,_ aa tbo ...a ot •IW7 t.o be oert. to China 1nd thet t1>o ohlell 11 aolac ro,.ud at ••· 

lUll - tba'*• llr r- lliMm .. 1D le~lac - JuD•, I .. 

~lne-~ 7oare, 

llrs. DoroL h.Y CanCleld P loh or Arlington, Ve rt:tont. 

0 



OOIItOT"V C..U.f' i&LO ,.i . HCJ' 
""'l..llole TGioi,V•IItWGiolf 

Dear lira . Rooaeveltl 

Ju~ 17, 1940 

Tb&nlta tor your note ot the 14th, ~1v1ng your vote tor twenty percent or Children 1 e Crueade DOney to be g1 ven to Chinese children. 'l'h1e maltea the vote rroa the Jury ot Award coaplete, A@ ~oao'!!_. For each one ct the other e1x Judcee alec voted rcr twentl per­cent. Th1e will come to about 827,000. A check tor thie 11110unt will be ctven at once (July 26th) to the Aaerican co-111ttee tor Medical Aid to China. Later on, pemapa in September, the 11 ttle c ere80117 ot roraal preeentat1on to the Chinese All'bauador will take place. He aalte4 to have 1t pcetpoD&d till then, and we thollebt 1 t a p1 ty t o wa1 t two aonUla acre betore plltt1n~t the 1110ne7 into the banda ot those who could uee 1t tor Chineee children 1n d1etreae. 

Fa1thtul~ youre, 

' '/ .. 

'~;:, ,_.~ S"--i v/J ~I ;-j.,~.._, 
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lllaT U...k• for 70V at\a'. 

I • &).acl to bae tbe Wcr-t.ion 7W 

Milt M. 

llrs. Dorotey Canfield Fisher 
Arlington 
Vermont 
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OOIIIIOTMY c:""'"'I:LD F18MC.IIII 
M~•"'•"o"'·"•• .. o"" 

J ~l· 
I ' 

"tl \ ) 

I ~~ \ J 

Dear Urs. Roosevelt ! 

Thanks !or t he tel egram yester~ troo Poughkeepsie giving 
your vote !or the apportionment or money proposed in ~ teiegrao of July 26. W1111ao Allen l'lh1 te, !Jies lfoodrutt and I had already voted in the eame way. Dr. Glenn (Birmingham, Alabama) gave his tentative assent, asking first tor more information about the agencies to which the money will be gi ven, which I have sent him by mail. 

You too ~ be interested to know the details. The money to be used in France would go to the Friends service Committee . Clarence Pickett tells me they have dai l y cabl egrams !roo the Ameri can Quakers in France in charge or their work , oay111R that they are havi ng no trouble with German authorities . The Pate reu·er ooomi ttee will use the money for Polish children---moGtly tor children now gathered into groups in institutions. The United Jewish Comr.dttee (well- known to you, I am sure) will re­ceive the money allotted for Jewish children; the Queen ~ilhelmina Fund tor Dutch children; llr. Hoover's Fi nnish Committee for Finnish 
children; your United States Committee will receive or course tho portion allotted tor the transfer to this country or Briti sh chil­dren rrom poorer families . These oheoks wi ll be mailed as soon as 
all the members ot the Jury or Award have voted. Only Justice Lehman and Uonsignor Ryan have not answered !l1Y telegram ot July 26. I imagine they are probnbly a"'~ on vacation. 

I enol ooe oopiee or t he news-release when the check wae g1 ven to the American Bureau tor l!edioal Aid to China. Tho workers 
for that fine charity were deeply touched by their share or the Children's Crusade ooney . 

Devotedly yours, 

J\ ~\ 



A check for $22, 600, representing tfte f irst allotment of 
the funds raise~ by the Children'• Cr usade-for Chtldren for help 
t o children in war-stricken countries, was today,(Frl~ay, J uly 
26 - ll A. U. ) present ed to the Women ' s Ccamittee to China, headed 
by Pearl Buck, of the Acerican Bureau for Uedlcal Relief to China, 
ln the committ ee headquarters in Room 401, Gr&¥bar Build!ng, New 
Yorlt City. 

The presentation was made by Dorothy Canfield Fisher, noted 
author, . who is chairman or the Ch1ldren 1 e Cruoade. Alec present at 
the ceremony were Urs. Raymond Gram Swing and l!r. Harry Scherman, 
President or the Book- ot-the-Uonth Club and Treasurer or the Ch11-
dren 1 e Crusade . 

A total eum or $135, 000 was rai sed last April in a nine- dey 
campaign throughout the country by the Crusade, with contributions 
made by echccl children based on one cent for each year of their 
lit e. 

After an extensive t hree months educational campaign in t he 
American ochccle, the object of which was to bring home to cur chil­
dren their geed fortune 1n being born in a greet and peaceful Feder a­
tion, this opportunity wee gi ven them to show their thftnktulneee tor 
be in~ Ameri cana by helping other children, now victims of war and 
persecution. The offering was anti rely voluntary, every e.ffort 
being made by those in charge or the Chil dren ' s Crusade to avoid 
anything like the tradi tional "drive. • Hence, this money given 
represents a tree-will otfor1nff from the generous hearts or Ameri­
can chil dren. 

Selection ot tho \\'omen's Oomm1 tteo of Tribute to Chi na of 



the ~erioan Bureau tor Yedical Aid to China as the recipient or 

their first contributi on was made b,y the Jury or Award or tho 

Children's Crueade. Urs . Franklin D. Roosevel t heads the Jury, 

which is compooed of Monsignor ~an, Direct~r or the National 

Conference or Catholic Wel fare , Will iam Allen White , the dean or 

American Journalists, lo!lss Caroline Woodruff, forcer president ot 

the National Education As sociation, Dr. C.D. Glenn, Superintendent 
I 

or Bbhool s or Birmingham, Alabama, and Honorable Irving Lehman, 

Chief Judge or the Court or Appeals. 

Uedical eupplles to be purchased !rom the money contributed 

to the Women's Co~ttee by the Crusade will be used exclusively 

ror the relief of chil dren 1n China, according to Urs . Fisher. 

While the official ceremony at which the Chil dren ' s Crusade 

contribution will be formally presented b,y Lira . Fuher to the 

Chinese children through t he Chinese Ambasaador wiil be held i n 

the Chinese embassy in Washington on September 26th, the need tor 

medical rellet of wounded and retugee children 1s so u.rgent that 

1t was deeoed advisable to purchase the medical supplies 1cmedi­

ately and forward tor the use or the children in China. 

One i nteresting note is that all auppllea purchased with 

the money or the American children wi ll carry wi th them a label 

reading •Given in brotherly sympathy to Chinese children b,y Ameri­

can boys and g1rle. • 

A good deal or i ntereet has been expressed over the way in 

which these supplies are t o travel in earety to Chi nese children. 

A Wire from Hie Excellency t he Chinese Ambaoaador, Dr. Hu Sblh, 

eta teal 

•Tho Burma route is a t1ll open to medical and Red Crose 
euppl1ee to China. • 



-~ 

Assurancea have been made by the State Department 1n ~aah­

ington that the Burma Road 1e being closed only for mili tary aUP-
1 

pliea and will be open
1
to relief provisions. O!!ic~ale of the 

American Bureau for Wedioal A1d to China tod~ stated that due to 

the urgent need of these supplies i n China, many of the supplies 

had been and will continue to be safely shipped by plane from 

Uanila to Hwei yang which is in Chineae territory under Chinese 

rule . From there they are safely dispersed through the Chinese 

Red Cross and the Ued1oal Relief Corps of China. 
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eTAH.DAIII:D P"Ofll .. NO. UA -""'-",.,_, ....... _ 
TELEGRAM 

OFFIC IAL 8 USI N- GOVERNMEHT RA~ 

E, R: ~ ARLINCY.'ON, VE~llOll'~-,, / /)() 

tiE ARE ARRANOI NO FOR A BRII':F CER"J:ONX OF BRIIWING ~~~ 

CPILDRE!lS C:fiUSAOE CHECKS A!IX DAY 110~ CO!lV!':N T~NT TO ~ ll) 
XOU IF ~Oth JS PE~T PLEASE ' IRE I!E IF YOU PRF:F"ll ~ \ '} 

AFTERNOON OR Y.ORNING AND SET HOUR F ARI': SURE T!'F.RE ~ 
WI LL BE NO PARTISAN EFFECT IN RAVING THIS ~IITR XOU AT .1' 
RX!JE PARK YOU ARE TO ALL AJ.lERICAIIS A NATI ONAL AND f" 
NOT A l'ARTI SAN FIG \IRE ~IARJI. GOOD GRF.l':TI NClS • (},. .1\ \\ . 

' """"" "'""' "''"' I i} "/ I' '(;"~ ..j 

, . 

' 



Au~o~•t 31, 1~0 
!lyde Pun< , Now t ol'k 

llro . lk>ooo.,.lt aolco • to acknool­
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1o JIDro tblon -'7 th at oho cl1d rot recoi vo i t 

in tieo to ~nnor it before tho proeontdtion 

~•roao"¥ yos~o~. 

llro. Doratl\7 Caotiold Piobor 
Arllnjlton 
Tol'80nt 

Soorotacy to 
llro . llooonol t 

/uo 

Jl) 



August 23 , 1940, 

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 
' 

Thanks for your telegram setting the hour 

~!r=~~~~noinp~=e~~f~~~h~nc~~~=tr~~;~e!~~i~:et;!ttle 
money coming from the Children's Crusade. 'lie shall be 
t here promptly and shall try to be as 11 ttle of a tax 
as possible on your t i me and vitality. You are very 
good t o give us this lovely framing for the la s t act 
of our undertaking. 

The !lew York members of the Children • s 
Crusade had the idea of having the checks presented by 
American children to childr en representing the countries 
t o which the money is goi ng. They are ~oing to be able 
through the New York public school s to bring up to 
Hyde Park children in appropriate costU!lles repz·esenting 
Poland, Finland, France , Bel gium, Holland , China, and 
so forth , . The Americana Friends Service Commit tee 
which, as you will remember, was apportioned for ita 
work in France $22,500, has a lready had i ts check since 
they asked to have it promptly to take· advantage of a 
special German permission to send money into France for 
their work. But a blank check can be given a t Hyde Park 
just the same eo tha t they wi l l not be left out, 

The other members of t h e Jury of A~·ard have 
been invited to be present at the ceremony but I doubt if 
anyone will be able to do so in add ition to you and myself , 
except M.ise Woodruff of Castleton, Vennon t , wbom I hoi)e to 
bring qown wi th me. 

been 
I havefaaked also to see that the ambassadors of 

the different countries represented, Poland , finland , France, 
Belgium, Holland and Engl~nd , or somebody representing them, 
are invited to 'be present. 1 don ' t know exactl y what to do 
about that, fi ret becaus e I doubt very much wheth er it is 
really worth their while to make t he effort to be there, 
and secondl y, because I rather think the invitation ought 
to come from you since it is at your hotae tba t the o erernony 
is' taking place, C0uld I hope for a line from you giving me 
some suggestions on this point1 

With the happiest of antioipations, 

Faithfully yours, 

·-u~~~~~ 



., ....... ~~--· 
e.k,... tor ,....1 .. - . 

I • ~ 111&4 .. C.,. ,_ \~a abou~ 
~ ellll 4nll' • • hi\. 

kra. Dorothy Cnnr!old F!ohor ArUngt.on 
Vennont 

d. 
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Dear Hrs . Hooseve t: 
~l\ 

Thanks and thanks and thanks agalnl Every­
one of the Children's Crusade ~up whloh spent 
those fifty 1:11 nutes "l th you c.t Hyde Parlt came 
away gl~1nr. w1•h gratitude to you, prlde 1n 
you, admiration, and the sort of detcrml.nat1on 
to 011ve up to Urs . Roosevelt• Tlhlch 1& so ar­
dently felt ~ everyone "ho cooes in contact 
v:l th you. 

I thou~t many t1cea durln~ thet hour 
that the Pr1noeaa llarths could hardly have aeen 
anytb1n~ more ohsraoter1stic of our ~er1can democ­
racy in 1ta personal aspects than that invaa1on of 
your home ~ a ~oup of m1scellaneo~s Americans, 
froo Ne~ York City, from Vermont farms, rroo our 
pubUo eohool uyatem, from--- -well, from every­
where , happy and oonf1dent i n your welcome, honored 
to be ,.1 th you but not o.bashed or· aelf-consc1oue, 
tee11ng quite sincerely that your home 1s----a 
11ttle---the1r homo too. 

What you aal.d to the children waa eo adllli rable, 
I printed it on my memory and Will use----1t you don' t 
Dlnd----a resume or 1t in the detal.led report or Just 
"hat was done "lth their pennies, ~hlch io ~oln~ out 
to all Acer1oan schools 1n late September or October. 
I will, or course, aubDlt ~ version or 1t to you, 
bef'ore pr1nt1np: it, to make sure you approve , 

l7e all warmly hoped that the Nontedan 
Princess oould reel tho heartfelt and 1nd1~ant sym­
pathy tor her which everyone present (except the chil­
dren, too youn~ to unOerstand the trap.edy of her s1t­
uat1on} wae s1lently poul•i ntt out for her. In a very 
tew dayo, wo w1ll send he~---ss representative or 
the se yet non-exhtent orga.n1~at1on to help Non,e­

·gi an oh1ld-vi ctime of the •;IU'----the check trom the 
Chi ldren 1 e Crusade. There are some formali tie a con­
nec ted w1th gettin~ it reedy. It was wonderful to 

UTIUU COWMtTTI.It Putf llltC'k, ('-It•••• ~ Athc,._, ~ lncr,, ~ Vilt(ml IMI1. W.IJ,_ low lmn. 
Mariocl ~. JmNi>l< S.r.tl N 0.~ hoi,.)( c.otw., 1!4. 1'c:lkr, ,.. O.lhu. ftMM H~tm, l.6n H•rwt 1-:., 
~ WootSft, aektt N •lhu,. O..tk-1 G ..t ~.,.._ Ncwrh, BtU.., h~. v.--~ C.....t.. O.u a...,.. 
W. N. Tukl. 1oo6 T~ 0...0., ,....,...., H ..... ,~ 'tVoU.. .-.a r..o.. .t.w,..,.. .,.......,.., U. Y•~ 
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Urs. Rooseve1t----AuKUst 31, 1940 

have her and those swee t children pr1esent ae a 
v1s1b1e s1~n of the tragedy the Chi l dren's Cru­
sade was organ1ted to all1svate. 

With even more than my ueusl admiration 
and e:rat1 t ude, 

Devotedl~ ~ours, 
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UTIU.IT COMMrnJI' Pru-1 he\, Ck}••••· ~nrvd.e Adwnoa, anu, Bft1qo, Stcpbm Vincm• ~. WjUlatll ao... lkni<, 
Wu:O. Caftbt', Sm11•1. Sulh N. Oqbom. hd.n,k Col'1111l1, E4tLt f ttbtt, }oh.n G\aftlher, fi.M.lt Hvm, l~~n H•ron 1..-IA. 
O.ri1ropbtr Worlq, aobt« N•cbatl, Oletln G, Uld K.uhtc«~ North, BdlfJIIJ Pan~, ViDCftl4 Sbmil, CoMd:lo. O.ia WRMt, 
Jd• M. T• lflc:U, lootll T~IOft, Dorochr Thom!*' H~nk Wlll(ftl •111 looft. W&tJUft WMidmwt. Li.rl Y'IWI .. 
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llrw. Doro~ Olllfiold P'iohor 
Arlin&tan, Voraont 

Jloftaber 7, 11140 

Approft ftey allah o! ci'I111C 100\11\llotl.on to Oirl Soo11t0. Vo"7 c:ratetlll !or loot report. 

lloanor RooooYOlt 

' 



lire. Dorot117 Oantield 1'1abar 
Arlinit.on, Veraont. 

lur) 
llowabar 7, 1 e.o 

.lpproft wry auah ot cl una aoouaul.a tion t.o Girl Soouh. Very vat.etul tor laat. report.. 

lleanor Roosevelt. 



DO,.O 'THY CAH,.I C LO rJeM &." 

....,.u..,o,o...,V••wo""" 

Oc tober }1 , 1940 . 

Dea r Wro. Roosevelt : 

The enclosed report which ie t o go out to al l School Superintendent s and to 
A~erioan newepapers is probably the l ast of tbe Children's Crusade work which you will receive. 
I hope yJu will approve of thle 1a et lf£88f.£e, 
and that you will consider t he poeoibiUty of 
voti ng to give the accumulation of the l a teo t 
cont ributions to t he 01 rl Scout organiza tion. They a re ca rrying on a n lntereotlnJ interna tiona l relief work , and a re the only A~er1can young 
people, I believe, who ha ve an interna tional 
organ i u.tion of t hi s kind . Of ooul'se , a cer t ain number of the Oirl Scouts in Europe have beco~e refUJees themselves. The ~crioan Oirl Scouts 
are try1~ to reach them ~ith help and oy~pathy. It see~ed to us very suitable to g iv e wha t i s 
l eft i n t he Ch i ldren' s Crusade fund to t his 
organiza t i on of A'!le rican girl s . 

I f you a pprove of this won't you wire or wri t e ~c just a line so that I can count 
your vote a e paeeed. 

With every good w18h , 

Faithfully youro, 



ArlLngton, vermont 
November 1940 

I 

Dear Young AmerLcans (f~om i First-gradere to RLgn School seniors): 
I 

Thia is a report made to you boys and gtl'ls by the grou'? 

ot people Ln charge of the ChLldren1 a Crusade for Children, 

oarried on last year. You will wish, we are sure, to know what 

happened to the pennLea and nickels and di~•• you dropped into 

the mite-cans the last ten daye of last April. If you have missed 

the newspaper news items about the resulte of this effort, you may 

not even have beard how much was ~alssd in AmerLcan schoolrooms, 

tor the beautiful work ot helping other children far away, in 

, hunger and despair. 

When the Children's Crusade began, there were many grown­

ups who said you would pay no attention to that appeal to help 

refugee chlld.ren. They pointed out that, at that time last year, 

few American adults were aware of the utter misery of homeless, 

extled children without a country to look out tor them. Th&r 

told us that we were foolish to expect, when grown-ups in your 

communities were not doing much about this need, that you young­

otero would feel a concern. 

Well, that showed how little they knew you, American boys 

and girls. For into the ell t in the cover of theee m1 te-cans you 

dropped, all of you together, fourteen million pennies. Can you 

imagine what fourteen million pennies look like? We can tell you 

----they look like mountains of kindnsse, like maJestic Alpa of 

decant human feeling, like a great hope ahinin~ through the 

night. It 1 a eafe to ·~ that mai>J' tiiADJ' more than fourteen mil-

.. 
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lion people have had their hear ts lightened and strengthened, juet 
I 

to hear about the great deed of sympathy and helptulneee done by 

you young Americana. 

And, before we g1ve cur report to you about where all your 
I 

pennies went , I must tell you thAt we who were in charge ct the 

Children's Crusade bad bad money enough glven us for all the ex­

penses connected Wlth the mov,ement. Grown-ups, interested ln 

getting help to refugee children, and hoping that you would be 

interested too, had put their hands into their pockets and con­

tributed enou~ to pay for the campaign. And 1t took a let. We 

never knew there !!!! eo many etampa ae were used to carry Ch11-

dren1e Crusade printed matter to you in your schools! The print-

ing bill wae tremendous of course, because the number or American 

public schools ie like the sands of the sea, and we wanted to print 

enough to let you all know about this opportunity to join in a beau­

tiful effort. It took, eo it seemed to us, tons of paper tor the 

two plays that were sent out, tor the statements of the way the 

Crusade waa to be run, for notices to your Superintendents and 

teachers. To run the one offics in New York did not coat eo much, 

Gene roue, warm-hearted Governor Al Sm1 th ' gave ua a fine big off1ce 

in the Empire State Buildi ng tor nothing----that was what he could 

do to help refugee children, he eald. !lost of the people connected 

with the Children ' s Crusade worked for nothing. The Can Manufacturer's 

Inetl tute gave the m1 te-oans which would have coat eo much to buy, 

None of your pennies were used for expenses. Not one postage 

stamp (out of a~l the pilee of them needed), not one telephone call, 

not one sheet of paper was paid for, with what you young folko con­

tributed. Every penny of what you gave waa avai lable to paae through 
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the tine retusee-a1d oolll!lll. tteea, atrai@ht trom American children, 
eare in their one homea, to ax1led and need,y ch1ldl'en driven ew&y 
rrom the i ra. 

When $l.:S7,000 had aco\llllulated, thh ia the way the Jury or 
Award voted t o apportion your money (you remember who the Jury or 
Award were:- llra. Eleanor Roosevelt , llona1gnor J11an, Dr. Charlea 
Glenn, Juet1ce Irving Lehman, Dr. Caroline Woodrutt , llr. Wtlliam 
Allen White and Krs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher): 

$22,WO tor Chinese children, 

$22,WO tor Qualtere in France, 
$22, 500 tor Polieh children, 

$22, f)()() tor British children, 
$22,500 tor Jewish ohlldren. 

Then because the number or children in need in the smaller coun-
trio a waa not 80 groat, 

$7,000 to Holland, 

$7,500 to Finland, 

$7,600 to Belg1us. 
And f i nally (more about th18 latter) $2,000 t o No rwegian children. 

We hope 1t makea you as happy u i t makaa ue, to look at 
thooe big big sums or money, and realize that every bit or i t came 
from your putting your banda in your pockets, goi ng without chew­
i ng gum tor a While , or wibhout 1oe cream conee, or euckere, or 
maybe movie tickets. And we hope you feel as proud or yourselves 
ae we do or you, when you realize that you have ~iven the beat 
proofe there 1a-~--generoua aot1on----that you f eel the responai­
bil1 ty put on you Juat becauae you are aate, tor others in <\anger. 

Now you' ll want to know, and we are ea~r to tell you e»o 
aotly what wae done by eaob or the refugee-aid oollltli ttee a to whoa 



~our Jury or Award gave some or your money, 

The Ch1neee children were tho tirat to be helped. The Ame~ 

lean Bureau tor Ked1oal A1d to China, aa eoon ae they heard ~hat 

' your Jury ot uard had voted to give them, salted 1! thay could have 

1 t rtgbt away, beoauae the rainy eeaeon was about to begtn 1n China 

end medicine wae needed to ward oft sickness !rom the hundreds ot 

thousands ot refugee children, back 1n the 1nter1or ot China, hud­

dled together 1n exlle, driven away !rom their homes, living in 

oavee, 1n t ents, 1n ehaoka----the future ot China depending on 

them, a a the future of every nation depends on 1 ta children. So 

the big check !rom you young Ame ricana waa turned into qu1n1 ne and 

serum and other medical auppl1ee, loaded on airplanes, aent acrose 

the continent to San Francisco, !rom there to the Phillppinee, !rom 

there to Rangoon, and !rom the~e shipped 1n trucks over the Burma 

Road to the interior o! China. The Burma Road was oloeed only to 

military euppllaa, not to med1oin& and !ood. Look up that route 

on the mapa in )'Our geograpb;y book a, and try to 1meg1ne that the 

pennies )'OU dropped into the Children ' a Crusade m1 te- oana, that 

lest week in April, were back or that greet !light or help t o the 

sick and sut!ering. Your generoe1ty quite literally took wings 

to 1 teel! and !lew from your schoolroom, high over our oontilllnt 

and half around the globe to tell deeperetely poor and need)' chil­

dren, •we American :roung !olke don ' t !orl("t you. we want to share 

what we have wt th :rou, in your d1etreea, a.nd we send you all our 

hopes !or better times ahead. • Over and o• er again, th1a huaane 

message will raaoh those poor Ch1neee ohildren, tor ever:r one of 

them who reoeived med1oal help !rom your gift, Will be told, •Thla 

oomea t o you from Amertoan eohool etudenta , little and big, ae a 

proof that thay a.ra th1nlt1ng of :rou w1 th e:rmpat~. • 



I 
No" turn the pages of your gepgraphy back t o Europe, and 

look at France \ poor France ! Your help t o French refugees, and 

Belgians , Dutch, and Span1eh children caught in Frllnce b)' war, 

penniless, homeleee , despairing, the Amer1oan 018Jtere diatributed 

for you. They were already organ1 zed all over France with campe 

to shelter the homeless, with faedln~ stations to distribute food 

' a.nd clothing to the wanderers . With ,your check t hey did something 

which eston1ehed us and pleased uo as much ss it surprised ue. 

They spent it a ll, every penny, on buyi ng condensed milk from 

SWitzerland, You see, SWitzerlsnd i a one or the greatest pro­

ducers or dairy products in the world . Before the war shut the 

SWiss i nto their mountains, they sold condensed milk all over the 

world----to the tropics, in the tar north, ln blg cities every­

where. But now, they can't reach thei r old cus tomers. Exports~ 

ti on 1a at a standstill. And cows don ° t know anythi~ a bout war 

and closed frontiers, and go on giving milk, and must be milked 

regularly. So the supply or condensed milk was p111ng high With 

nobody to buT 1 t, llnd the SW1ea were aa anxious to sell it as the 

~akers were to get food for their refugee children. Did you ever 

think, you American boys and girls in Alabama, or Kaine, or Texas, 

or Wyoming, when you dropped your pennies tinkingly into the Chil­

dren's Crusade mite-box, that you were going to help hungry chil­

dren in Fr&nce, and also honest, hard-working SWiss farmere , very 

anxious about bow to keep gcing1 We think you 111 agree with ue 

that you never apent any mney to better advantage than this which 

want to t he Bo9lety of Friends for their work for ref~ee in 

France. 

Now •• to the mone:r :you gave to help Poll ah Children.-- -:rou 
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kmw the nee4 then h trac:lo, a~et jp"Uilter tbac •lll""bere 

al... AI'IO :ret nol the 11084 aYe~<IJ'e h DO lfl'f' ll t that lt'a 

AOt po18!ble to 11~ that etel"'f1111l' ohlldren 11re ~ hlllltlrl8T 

ln OJ» plaoe thea ~tber, But l.n l'olalld the oo1111l ttolll an 

dnadtullt bard. li31U' ohlldrun are be\IJ4' ltopt aU ve 11,. oo..,. 
I 

1 aun1 t}t ldtoballl, whlch eerve thl! !O;)d th17 p~pa%"0 r1.1d\1i oa 

tbl! upot (thh h en •aeu:ruoe thllt nobot!:y e1 .. oan t;olle 111 
I 

awa7 troa the oh!.ld.ren who need. lt ao). :"oo your l nrR"f oheoll 

tor Pollah ohlldren weat to the OJ"KKInhatlon whl oh h rur.nl~~~r 

the,. ool!lll&alt:y kt to~ne, And the;r too, 1111:• the Chi Mel ,.._ 

lht worttera, a.ad llll:e tbl! QUA~t11ra lc P'ra110e1 an tel11n« all 

ohlld.nn J'O'II are lwlpl~~,~r, that ~lllltrtaac aohool ohtldren t.n4 

TO'IIIIfl: people are Mndllll( thea the .,,.,. to buT food, abo tbllt r 

a7apa~, the\r ln'other\7 tho\1¢\t anO co-rn. 

#1 to tbe !IUra ot )'our «Nat gltt 'llhloh ••• glnn to 

J'ewbb oblldftD, tho older onu 11101111 rou, thoee who read t~ 

•••papere, ._.,. who · ltudJ' Ollr'l"ellt annh, don't J»ad to ~ 

tol4 w11v oM ot th" liU'Ril" appol'tlo~ntl ot the Chlldna•e 

Cruaade tund ,., Ude tor Jawt oh bo7a and gl rl-enr,.,.rel 

ror t.bn'9 an .Ta11'lah ohlldren, 1nnooant or •nr tault, Who are 

autrert~~~r, •• ao ohll4Nn lhould anr eurter, all over tha ~lobe, 

Rare h OJ» ot the tl~»et Ch1118' )'ou dtd 1n the ChlHren'• Cru­

..... ~~ 10111 a1 J'Oil 1lfl1 no utter wb&\t happane to rou, no 

' uue~ nat llhhlte• J'0\1 11Qe1 tcu onD al•a:t• bl proud that at a 

u .. ·~ llpl ln 80re plu .. thtt.n ocn be oount•d1 W'IN 

•l*'UJ .tllilr helpleu •n1 •o.-n and ohlldren Yho had doalt 

ao b.U'II 'o UIIJOM1 J'OU •rtoan 10hool oblldren aade a noble re .. 

Wl'e Of b 1004 t .. UJw Uld qapai!Q' tor the 0PPNIII4. 1'\n 

tbt Ufl7 la JO\U' ••rt111 :rounc tell.-.ouDtrp~n, aad .. , lt 



out to look at, if you ever reel down-hosrted. Young ae you are , 

you have made a beautiful, golden oontributlon to tho groat humane 

i9-ea1 or Juauco and aeroy. 

The money ~1ven to help Britlah refugee children ta being 

spent not to pay their paeeage over here, or their expeneea here, 

for that ie being takon oare or by tunda !rom adults, but to help 

keep up the arrangemente tor helping them get well settled in this 

country. Before they oan be sent to an American home, many of them 

oust have medical examlnBtions, their papers must be oheoked, they 

must be kept sate and well while waiting to be sent into the homes 

which are to be theirs during their stay here. And !ew or their 

famU1ee have money to pay tor th1a. Your money is helping pay tor 

thie ttret hospitality they get a!te~ they arrive in the u. ~ . ~ . 
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Now tor the smaller gift s to children in smaller oountrie a: 

- --the gift to Finnish children is to be epent for something very 

familiar to you all----tor hot lunches in schools tor those who 

can't afford to pq tor them, Finland was, you l<no,, a tine, mod­

ern, olvili~ed country, which tried to take the. best of care of its 

school children, Just aa much aa we do. But a!ter the tr1¢httul 

loss ot money, Ute and territory Which the country baa eut:tered, 

many of their best institutions are brealting down tor lack ot !unda. 

It seemed 1mpoae1ble to carry on the hot lunches, needed though they 

are , by aohool children. But you young Alllerlcans in our achoole, 
• came to the reeoue. "Let ua help out! • you shouted with your penny 

g1tta, and aent your money acrose the Atlantic to F'illlllah schools , 

in which there will be notices posted that the hot lunches are be­

ing carried on ·partly through tho tree-will ottori ng ot young Amert­

oana. Aren ' t you glad to hear it! 

The 1110ney tor the children in Holland 1e juet being held in 



trust by the ~en Wilhelmina "und, because nobody can p:et into 

Holland now to help anybody, or even know what 1s going on. They 

are waiting and watching ever:r sign, ever:r possibility to ree.ch 

the Dutch children with your help. Let us pray that it may be 

aoonl Your gift to the Belgian children i s being heed to help 

t hose of them----a great ma~ of them----who have reached Eng­

land and are i n refugee camps t~jere. 

-8-

And as to the Norwegian smaller gift, this is what pappened: 

----when we all went to Hyde Park to the home of the President of 

the United States, for the ceremo~ of handing over these checks, 

representing your contribution, to the representatives of the re­

lief agencies, we had not thought of apportioning any money to 

Norwegian children, much as we wished to , because there waa llll 

nobody to take it in trust, no American organization to distribute 

it . But there at t he President ' s hou se we found t he Crown Princess 

of Norway, arrived in this country only the day before, with her 

three children. They dre refugees too, you see, homeless, exiled, 

separated f rom all their friends and family. The Princsse looked 

eo sad, and even her l i ttle girls too had so sadly the sober, 

emileless •refugee look• that we longed to include her and her 

country in the cheer and friendliness of what you American boys and 

girls did in the Children's Crusade, So a has ty vote was taken among 

the membera of the Jury of Award who were there , and a check for part 

of a small nett-over eum, was gi ven to one of the little sad-faced, 

golden-haired Prlnaeeses, We thought you young people would approve 

ot this, and. we hope you do. f'- ~;""~ · ~"" ~ <.VVo ~ f • (... ,o It,. 

""""~ """"'1....a.. ..v .;, r~~ '"" ~r C</oA.vr'f.- ~~ ·- ~ n ,... - \L ' .+"" 
' Since the· oloeing of the Children' s Crusade campaign, the firat 

of last Kay, a good many late contributions have been coming 1n----a 

teacher had written in July she was astonished to find the check rep­

resenting the Children ' s Crusade gift still on her desk, not yet aent , 
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Or a oaehier of a Bank eent in a check juet brou~t to the Bank ~ 
I the treaaure r or as:hool, who hadn 1t had tiCII till then t o take care 

or it. Or, in some splendid cases, school children worked ln their 

vacatton hours and sent thetr earnings to help the desolate. These 
l a te-arrtving contributions have all been put in the same Bank in 

Bennington, Veroont , where t he regular oontri"butione were de poet ted. 
As soon ae we think the very laet one hae

1
oooe, the Jury or Award 

will be aeked to vote on what to do with the eeveral thoueand dol­
lara which wlll have accumulated. The notloe or t hat laet appor­

tionment Will be sent to all the newspapers , so you ' l l find som&O 

~hlng a"bout it, pro"ba"bly when you look tor items for your current 
eventa olaee. 

Bo now the Children 1 e Crusade ie over. This is the last 
notloe you wlll get from those who worked so hard tor it. And yet, 

as even the younger among you know, the need for helping child-vic­
t i Ms of war end persecution is more heart-breakinp. now then ever. 
What we feel i s that now you Americana in our schools 4on 1t need us 
any more to remind you to go without one or your e xtras ant\ send 

help to other youngsters who haven ' t even the "barest necessities. 
Every Amorioan, young and old, knows now, se people did not realize 
a year ago when the Children ' s Crusade began, that children all over 

the world naed help; end that we, here in this country should, 1t we 

have hearte, try to send al d to those children. You don ' t need any­

body to euggest to you that not one American child should oele"brate 
Chrietaae this year, wi thout eending help to others who Will have a 
sad ead hopeleea Chriatll81 it we do not lhare with them, 

At the bottom ot thla etatement you will tlnd a ll at , fCiving 

the namea and &ddresaee ot the oharita"ble organt~atione which have 

\ 



been ape.ldtng your Ch1ldren1 s Crusade money, 

to j<et the utmost hel/ for the unfortuuate . 

-10-

eo wtaely and carefully 

Anyth1ny, you lean send 
I 

to any one of them will ~ stra1¢ht to a suffering child. You can 

talk over the 11at with your teacher ln your cl assroom, and decide 

where you wo~ld rt ther have your penntel go----to Chi nese children, 

to Pol1ah, to Finnish and all the rest . No matter what you dec ide, 

, you will find a rel1et committee, rel iable, devo ted, hard-work1n~, 

well-organ1ted, whteh will be ~lad to recei ve whP-tever you een eend, 

and which will spend 1t so that every cent counts. 

You are Americana, even the F1rat-gradere. And as Americana 

you i nherit the generous idea or hslp to harmless people 1n trouble . 

Now that you know, by name, stree t address , e t ty and Stat e, where to 

send your help, we l eave tt wlth you to live up to your country ' s 

i deal s. A blessing will ah1ne on everyone of you who opens hi s 

heart and hand to hel p the i nnocent 1n di stress. 

Dorothy Canfield Fisher 

Marton. Canby 

Betty Gram SWing 

Pearl Buck 

Allee Mary Kimball 

Harry Scherman 

Li st or names and addressee of refUgee commi ttees are to 

~o here. 
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Wu. O.'Co~o~l' w, Mou o• 
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W'l l-U"IIII Au .... N NU...OI'O 
Wu. Jt.urw H.._.._.._._. o-n .... . u 
Wu. tocnto.!'o' P........W.'-' 
lti'H);ri.O ......... 
J!W P"nON 
LlN" .N""-NN Pom.UP$ 
W I UJ"IIII J. ~.W 
fiQotUCI' 1.. aiJHUI 
WAI.. liO aOfll'l'lOI'I 
CotQJot" TH.ooc>o ~·~··u· 
Wuu ... M P. JlU'U-' Lt 
H.o.uuo .. w. S...vu 
H.u.aY $eM U.W.4M 
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SIIU•OOO 0 , .SM.y./I(Uo-1(11 
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a..v ~o~~ o"'•Gullll $YIHO 
HOt.4Q 0 . T ~T 
Nu , J.ONn A. T,._,. 
OOtioTM't f )IO. ...OM 
G alla TUNMI'I' 
W 111.4M VAM W .. 'tlU 
•· 'W, ..,,.,.._ult 
IUIN A. W I YOM 
W.•.U (.. W'OOl U'I' 
0 , loun VuN .. u .,,,ul UJorM# I' . , ... ffl., 

, , • .,_ftiU Jl lt•••t~t• 

t~ $tate /J~, JV~W Zjodt 
PENNSYLV A NIA 6-43-0 

.IUI Y OP AWAID:JLJ.A.NOa IOOSfVUT • MSC • • 1<)HN A, &YAN • Wlt,UAM ALLI!N WHITE • HON .• I&VJNC U:H.Ioi~N 
DOIOTUY C.ANnl:LD 11$HU • Oa. Qt.AJlU$ a . CU:NN • CAROUNE J. WOOI.>I!:Un' 

Ar ll npton, V P. r 'llont 
Novem~er og, ] 940 

!.!y deer Mrs. Hoosevclt : 

Thanks so much for send1np: to the 
Orus ede the t~nenty cents sent t o y ou for 
t h e Enp:Ush Rel1ef Fund. Th1s mor.~> y has 
heen ol~tced ,.1 th som<' recent contrl i'>ut l one 
to the Ch1ldrP.n 1 s Crusade 1n t hP. BAnk At 
Benninp-ton. 

,A s the New York of1'1ce 1" no., 
closed your t etter ~as forwflroe d up hP.re 
vrhere we ore llttend1 n;c t o thP lr at detR1 t e 
o f the Chlt~rPn ' e Crusade. 

Ver.y s t nce r e l y yo~s, 

~7--~ 
!~rs Cart R1 ce 

SecretP.ry to l!rP. . Fl s 'JP.r 

LITIIAIY' COMWinll; Pt~r l lhic:ll-, Clulr-••if, GtttN.k Athenon, 8nUt Bn.ny, ~ VUatentlkMt. WlJUam J.0M BccW1. 
Mation c...nby, Smtl.n), Sut.h N, CJtahoro, P1dr~K Cohun, Edna Fctkr. Jllha Gunchn, P.....UC Hunc, l.nn KaJ'IIC' Irwin. 
Chrit-IOflllc:r Motif?, ~rr Nuh1n-, O.artn G. 1nd Ktr.hlnn Norril, Bfl~&m, Pucridat. Viocmc Shcuo, Contd.1a Ori• SktaMr, 
ld• M. Tubt-11, Dooch Tukii\IIUfl. Oun.chy Thompa.oa, Hend.nk 'OVIIkm 'fl.ft LooQ, Mupm Wtcldemtt, Lla Yu~a. 



J~¥ 2), 1941 

li&Dy t.hank o tor ~endin« <rA t.ho 
11llpp1Dg. I NO vor1 auch lntoreatod to -h. 

I hope it yoa a.re at the dinner 
to.orrow )'Oil wlll eo..., a; a~ •re&k t.o ... 

VU7 olnce roly ;'Oar a, 

Wre. Dorothy Canfield Fisher 
Arlington 
Vero10nt DD 



oo,.OT~otY c .AH,.I&Lo F•aHcflt 

{.
r I • ,. 

January 18, 1941 

Dear Ure. Roosevelt : 

' 

I ' ve asked l!onstP;nor fcyen to forward 

to you this cl1pp1nv, about the Children 's 

Crusade p:lft to the Span! sh oh1ld-re rup:ees 

in Ecuador. It pleased me, and I'm sure ~ill 

pleoee you, to know that t he small news-1 tern 

1s reported in a south American newspaper 1n 

a way to br1np: out the p:oneral friendly hu­

man! ty of t he sp1r1 t of the United States. 

Don 1t bother to return the cllpplnp: or 

acknovrl edp:e 1 ts arrival. I 1m going (if I'm 

well enoup:h) to the January 24th dinner for 

you of the \\'omen 1 s 1'rade Union League. I f 

you eee me there, I'll take a wave of your 

hand as acknowledgment. Ti'.e pressure on you 

of all i mportant matters, p:ots v1s1bly den11er 

and denser. You must not take an ounce or 

your vitality for lesser thlnge. 

'IIi th devoted admiration always, 

, \ 
,, 

,\ 
I I •. 

\ 

··'\ 
'\ 

I 

• 



Jaruary )0, l94l 

1Q' d ... r llr1 . Pl.:lher: 

1 u ...,.u, 1orry ~haL • ou 

did not. COM t.o •s..ea.k t.o me at. U1e 

~~ dinot:r. I I.. Wkl tlictJ t.o t•t. 
lour Y&r¥ 4dlad nat.~ .. ,,.,: )~ ...... ..ua'"O 

t.han t•n•ro ... a. ih 1'hrlt ,Jou ~. 

WAJY L:.a.uica , -..nJ •very .t40d 

w1•11 t.o y.,u. 

llrs. DoroLhy CMfield r'isher 

Ar lillfl.on 
VertQOnt. 

I I / .'I 
/ . ,; 

DO 
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\ J Jnnunry 2?, 1941 

\ I 

ocnr Mrs. Hoooevelt: 

I cooe hone rro1o thnt wonderful 
~o~en's Trade Union LeoRUe gathPrln~ to 
flnd your charncterlstlcnlly g rectous 
note su~~otlng t~~ t I KO to sPe you 
there. But I'm ~lnd I dldn 1 t, rfr3ed 
es I 8o to the N> prt 1 n e ore by ar.y con­
tr,ct .,1 th you. Thnt occaston belon~d 
~holly to the Lengue's members. P~d 
hor they revelled ln lt! It ~as pure 
j oy to see thelr happlness tn havlnK 
you, so concentl'n ted on you thR t 1 t 
"'Bs a lJ\'Iost 11 ternlly vl s l ble like 
ll~ht-raye. I u suetly don't enjoy 
th~:t k tnd of hlp; soclal runc t lon at 
~11. But t hat one v•ao ~ wl th good 
feellng, rl!(hteous prlde ln themnelvea 
end .. uch fs l th l n you. ~nd you spoke 
as thou~~:h 1nep1red. "/ell m1~~:ht you N!! 
I hope you felt 88 happy as you loo~ed. 

I oh6re t heir t'otth Rnd prtoe! 

Devoted],)• yours , 

l 



' I think your eUjU;e5\.1one u t.o what 
t.o do w1 ~h th" l"ttiOinlf\!1 runue 1n the aec:ouut 
ot tho Chilrlr<l.l 1 s Cruaat.!o nre f ino. I hu.u-tllT 
11pp.I'OYo or sendin<: t!t~ ~)SO to t !'l• c~ech childl'en, 
Ar.J al.o o( ttl~ ove~ t~u: r .. ·~l ,,t t.l10 L:Sln&:J 
al\.1 <UI)' L.Le eitts •hiclo ~ co"" in LO !.I.e 
Soeiot;r ot l"rienda, 

Lt·s . Oo roLh•· Cl\tl fielrl l'i' hr.r 
.. rlineton 
Vemont 

I 

IL 



June 3, 1941 

Dear UrJ. Roosevelt: 

I 1 m writ1mt for the Children's Crusade ap:ain, probnbly 
for the very last t ime . It is to tell you that almost Al~ 
has accuculated in ~he bank from late-cominR p:ifts from Ameri­
can children-- --soma of t he contri butt ons beinl!' voluntery 
Christmas presents sent from our own children to t heir e ld.led 
and homeless yow>p; comrades . 

Sometimes ap;o we received a letter from a smaller reli e f 
organ1~at1on p;1v1np; especial caro to 265 c~echoslavak orphan 
refup;eea now in Enp,land. They inqui red as to the reason the 
Children's Crusade had not appropriated any money t or Cz.ech 
child victims or the war, and seemed to fear that none had 
be en p:iven because t he C~echs did not resis t by area the Ger­
man i nvasi on. I hastened to explain that no auch thou~t had 
crossed our minds, and that we had appropriated no money for 
Czech children solely because there •·as, ao far as our i ntorlll8-
t1cn went, no C~eoh-American relhf orgBn1zatton the n in ex­
i st ence. 

Under the c ircumstances !.!r. Scheman (Treasurer of the , f 
Children's Crusade orp;sn1z.ation) and I think 1t T1CUld be well 
to send these Cz.ech children now the charge of ~np;land, $350, 
a nd hope you wi ll approve of th1e. 

In addition, we would l ike now to get e final vote from 
the Children's Crusade Jury of Award both about what remai ns 
of the money i n hand, and any oth~r late p:i f ts whi c h m~<y come 
in. It is our idea that The American Society of Friends would 
be sure to m~~ke excellent use or money sent them. The Qu11 kers ·{ 
are reapectlld and trusted everywhere. Thei r relief work tor • 
refup:ees ranges from China to Great Br itain. Ir you approve, 
" e Will from now on, simply forward a t once to The s0 ciety o f 
Friends, "hatever contributions may be J:~Sde to the Children's 
Crusllde----probably a nep:lip:ible amount a fter t h is laot dis­
t ribution of funds, ~<s proposed i n this lPtter. I hope it 
won't be too much trouble to you to l e t mo kno~ soon your de­
cision. 

You will be interested to know, I teAl sure, thRt a 
p:reat maey nne letters from school children and their teachers 
heve come in1 in response to the f in8l report sent out in 8/lrly 
December. 

\Ti th warmly friendly p:reet1np:e, 

Sincerely yours , 

c L) .. ~ ~-fk) 
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!larch 11, 1942 

Dear lira. Roosevelt: 

I dic!n 1 t suppose that 111\fbody else felt as I a l .. nys hllve about portrai ta.----a whole-hearted dislike or being the subject of one----or I wouldn't have bothered you about !Irs . laur~nn'a interesting and vivid collectlon or heads or Americon le&ders. What I wish is that some magical way could be found 01' maltinll a portrait O! you in 1\Ct ion, 1\8 you look when speaking on one or the vital themes which you have made your own. There's something magnificent about the living flo• out to you from tho audience or warmed, heartened, reassured confidence and trust , and from you to them of glowing serene vitality. It a portrai t could preserve your aspect at auch momenta ... ! But thllt's ecMthing thllt can be preeervec! only 1n our 111emories and i n American tradition. ~ 1t will be, 

I'm doinR aomethinR absurd in sending you a book to read, (as soon as I get a copy aont me from Washington). It is tho final report of the Youth Comoiasion. I wrote the last chapter ~selt and oan't resist the impulse just to put an autographed copy on your shelves, although •ho has time i n these days tor such reading? 

Thanks so much !or your kind willingness (so characteristic) to see Mrs. Xaurmann, and adviee ~~r. It will give her an un!orgeuable moment, 
"" With every fri endly good wish, 

""' Devotedly yours , 

\ cu .. ~~ r.:' ) (]..; L 
11L, .. t· I I :-a r:? ... ~ r- :· 



llqll.lNI 

_ ......... J1 ..... 

ftMit ,.... •• .-b tow ,...., lo\ter 
allool\ tM •• T.A. I llaW -~-~~ 
wl\la .... Wlut.. .~ 1\ - O•puo to oo 
Wtl<Nl\ 1 JWal.4' doa•\ lalow ,_, ed wlU -...... 

'fwrJ •l••rely ,......., 

iln. . JA)~th • .: ..:t...nr, • .,~LJ ?1 .. :.:~· 
•••• L. :l. ·t.<Jn 
"!,.j.-. 'Oht 

/0{ 1 



Dear Mrs Roosevelt: 

This time 1 feel Justified( as I often do not when 

it is a matter of o,personel request) in writing an eppe~l to you. I~ 

terribly concerned about t he possibility tbet the best resident-centers ann 
N.Y. A. program may be swept from existence in tho storm. And I~ 

writing to ask you to see llr Aubrey oi11Hems about this, trying to 

make him feel th'<t be would be backed up in nn attempt to hold together 

a frame-work or thnt spreii(li<l work, by public opinll>on, even 11g'l1nst 

the most prejudiced Congressman 

The resident centers ere by ell odds the very best new education~l 

device which our country hns seen since the spre•~ of tho public 

high school---end I think more i mprtont . 1 ~sending you he r ewith the 

carbon copy of a letter 1 am today sending to 14r "illinma, e.nd also 

o typescript or a cbnpter in a book I OJ:I Just fin1sh1n~>;, aoon to be 

publiched . They explain themselves---it only you cen find time to 

look at them. Probably Y'•Ur practised eye can , with " fe·.• sweeps 

got the general meaning of tho pages . 

To let them go, in order to concentrate on 1mned1ete induatr~al 

returns , would. be to use the railroad up in an emergency of tronaport~on 

without keeping up the tracks and rolling a to ck. A fotol misconoeption. 

it seems to me, of how the undeniably necessary economieo dhould 

be ettecte:1. 

Mr WUliamo ' f i no work has met w1 tb so much loud misunderstanding 

end unfn1r criticiam, that l 1mag1no he thinks nobody or the 

general public appreciates whet it bas meant. TbAt wouldn 't be 

supetsing. But I do hope it won 't make him bold his hand from " 

strong, bol d attempt to seve those resi dent centers which hsve 

the finest hwn~n wtluos . II• J. 've tried to say in my letter to him, 

even a Congressman ( this letter is fo r your oyee only or 1 woul dn 't 

opeuk oo openly!) who see~a to velue only material things, must 

be able to understand that for t he sake of real 1ndustri~l efficiency 

no training is so effective as t hat gi~en 1n t he resident centers. 

As always , devotedly yours 

cu-.\ ~pl 



near ~r. W1111ama: 

I • m wrt t\lllf todll:Y to tAr. F'torR\liOn or the Reader a' 
nl~at (who'• been , .. 1<11111: " " tor ao,... r>Ootha to "rlte eor.~~~­
thllllt tor thea ) aakl~~~t h lra t o cone to aoe me on rrtde:y 
110rnln~t (tl"lo 16th) "MD I '• to be ln t ho o l t:y tor a tew 
houra tor 1t •eotln~t ot thl!l Con~tteo o f • e leotton ot the 
lloolt-ot-tho-lfont h Club. 'fhat I am ~tDl np: to propoae t o tlv! 
Keadora' Dl~at la an artlole on the HYA r e sident cente re, 
alonK th~> linee or thtl Gbllpter on t!Yl t subject whtoh I eent 
you. 'M'lot m¥ftOU1ne hu llll~ni I koo .. , rllther oone1o!o•r1n~t 

Oddlllj{ to what they hllve pub hhod about lltA l>ut h&VK been 
---eo !a,..._ rather hindered b:y the lo.lea thl\ • tt ,.ould 
naoa aaartly have a partlaan or poltt1oal color. 

lio" I a----al.looat notorloud:y----not ln poll tloa, 
not J)llrt.laan. Llka a ~tD•>d lllllft¥ elderly "OIIen, J:IY hfthlta 
or lllncl were aot bfttore partl• an polltlca wna a nntun•l 
lll!cUura tor wo roen. I'vo often r11thor rojlTetted thta ln­
atlnotlve avoldanoe on toy !)ll rt o! two auch Uve •tree • • 
l"flllftloua dojliU and pArty poll\lca. But t he re are tt,.. • 
"hen 1 t la u•etul. tmi thle aay be one o t thom. At leaet 
I Dll"n w apeak oner~~:~~tloaUy a bout the poulblll-,. or 1!(1 

wrl tln~t an artlola tor them, b rlllltlng out the extrRorJ1Ml7 
value or tbe rea1Jent ~ork-etud;r center, ae Bn tnaplrud de­
vtoe tor aeetl n~~r thn 011eda or adoleaoenta now tn our lnduo­
trtal eoolety, "1 thoqt lAylnl( aucb new VA at ·wruena on the 
Aaortoan ta.x-pa;rer. 

It le 1•poeelble t o as.y l n advanoa, o r couru, .. hnt 
any ~tdltora are 11101Nr t ,o deotde. But I have lt:r'OUDill to be­
lieve thRt they ae1 r <l&ll:y lle\ftn to ft1Y preaentat.tnn ot 
thll ldea. It eo, the dlatrlbutton .,ou1d bo enornou•1y wt~, 
ot oourae, reaohtrll( tor IliON .Araer1oan rttAdere thAn oou1 d be 

dOM by reprlnte or ~ article on the lftM oubjeot l n the 
Chrlat1an Herald. 

I would have .. a1ted before wr1t1n~t you t\11 I had a 
dettnlte doohloD troa t hea. lt I had not he"rd to rq ~treat 
alu•a thft t the Rel!rlonal ;)lreotoro or tho HYA proj~ot ohlt~t0d 

to a.ate a ~(~'&At r.duotlon ln the protlr1'U, are no t allo•lng 
the StAte Dlreotore, lntlutely ln touoh .. t th the proJect, 
to deold• whore the out la to bo uda, lilt aro t houelvea 
deore•tnc exaotly Whtoh projeota are to be all.tllfttad, 

AIIOD~f Chell, tor \nata-, .a I !war (but I do hope I •• .ta­
lntor•cll tbet reaa:rtrabl¥ tlna reddant center at Llaa, 111. r., 
and tile aploultural one at Rardwlok, N. Y. Both or than I 



~1111aa•----KA7 1 2, ~2 P&«e two 

aaw 'When I wa• pthertn~t 1ntol'lllat1on on the NYA reald<· nt 
center work, and a4a1red t~• both ~o 1muoh that I oonelder 
1 t .,. real calaa1t7 to have tllllm brou¢\t to a cloae. Thera 
la a gruat lntoreat ln tllll pos8lb\11ty no•• or ualnllt stu~ent 
help OD the faru. thta .umnor, &nd 0~ or the dtrtlculttea 
whloh 1• IU!dl!ll 1 taelf daUntingly felt, t o tho entlre lo.olr. 
or trdnlng tor fans work or tho urban atudentll who 111"8 
tlooklnK ao e~rl:r to enroll thunsalvea au summer ~arker•. 
n>t• brlnp to the tara the whole lUtter or preparation or 
:youth tor helPlDK l n apoloul ture, and IIllo" a ln 11n oven 
brl~thUr llllbt thAn befora tlv;: value or auch a pntottoal 
oenter ae the ooe at Hardwtolr.. I'vu Just asda orrunR&aent• 
to 1end Llr. IMdved, *" York o.ll reotor, to have a talk "t 1h 
lloroth:r Tho111paoa (a fallow Vurraoator ot llllne 1 aa porhapa you 
kno,, aoo a par&Onal trhoo) about the ltal"d,.lolt oont"r wbldl 
1a near enouah hor tor her to vh1t and about whloh I hoped 
aht1 llli ltht wr1 ta one or hllr pleou. 

Olll!l or tblt ••PlOt• or the Pe.tdent C•nter ,.hloh I want 
to b rllljt out for the R.eaden' 01R'81t (1t they '11 &groe to 
take l t) ls th•• aotual"job-holdlng value • o f the rest depoe at 
the oeutera, or thelr young people. n 1 thro~h the .lx 
yenn at hnar1.ng at lhe Youth t;oiiUid.sslon lllt'etlMI, report• 
rro11 ln<lustrlal and other e10ploy•••• I waa etruclt wl t h t h<d r 
lnalatenoe on personality and character tratte, na well •• 
manual aDl trade alt111 . Stablllty, expartanoe tn getttng 
along w1t.h other people, ablllty to oooperato hoth ••1 th a 
tore• a and wl th tello"-worken, are from the enployera' 
polnt or vlew, aa valuobla . RI •P•otailtad akllla. an. thl~ 
•hloh 11 orton anld 1• that they would actually prefer to 
tl'aln older !fOIIIID tor lllllnY or t~ ltllht lndu~trlRl joba, 
than havo ltlda around ,.m knew their technloel etutr but 
ware atlll ao lnaxpnrt ln arra~ng thelr personal llvaa 
that they often .. d. nulaanoe• or thdmaavle a, peraonall7· 

J.jow 1 t 111 lhh lrraplaoeabl a experlonoa or o1v1l had 
11vlnA"-i-ofl8theJ', attlt-f(OVarnarnt, r .. pondbtllt:r, whloh 1• 
obtained ln good ltYA re.tdllnt oantera, and---at leoat !or 
the ,.orkllll(o-olau yout~-no~ etae. Ll111a h a btll­
llant exaapla or t hh valua.reool"da of aohleveaent 
or •gr&duatea • (1! thu t •a •hat r ou oall t hea) or r811dent 
oentere la1vu reallJ overorhtllllllng proof of thla tagt, of 
tho prao~loal 1Dduatr1al, ~~uolng va1ue to tll!! el!l!lA'J!*'r 
and to the lfOrltu•, of 1101111t a:rperlenoe ouulde thll really 
(otbtn ver:r J"t>atr1oted ln aoopa, an4 "hera thll adolttaoent 
1a al··aye ln tho! pod t1on or •anlld, • oat 111 pre-adult) 
u a traaa1 tloa !roll !u1ly llte to "lit reaponalblll ty 
tor -RI.cw h1a .. lt or the uture .,o,1ter. I'd lllte to 
u1148rllrw tbla polnt ln whi>t I ~xt wrlte about the real­
dent oaDtare. 

ADd 1t h thh point whloh JUlr.ea ., 10 reallr ·~ 
palla4 to leam that tho reddant oanten are be\llll: out, 
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not, eo I under.tood, h7 thu ~olaton or the ~~A ~tate oftl ol ale 

who hAve jd.vea t ho1 r hwarta to tho progNJI, but by decree tn>a 

on hlll!h. '!),are le or oou,... 110 po .. lb1llt)' or roohtllllf a out , 

lr that h oafol'Oad on the lfYA. llut to bave that tall on U.e 

part or t hll progN.II wh1oh haa aada, b;r al l oJda, the aoet por-­

unent oontrlt:uUon to thu oaormoua probloa or ecluontlng ouJ' 

adoleaoent--that nall)' auuae unblaNbla to thh old lllllr1-

oan, who haa, • • 70u ktlcor, llbaolutel7 no oonoara emapt r llr a 

better tuture tor the anuea or our :rounst t ollu. 

ClRn 1 t ao .. thlD« be dona ~tbout1hh7 t 1aa~na thnt the 

lta~rtOIUI1 Dtw oton are aotlO« &a the:r ff'" l CloJ1RNaa lndata 

the7 ahou1d. Rut t r .. l aura that l'OU would have baok or 

you----tt lt oould be o~aed and aRde artt oulata----auch 

a bOdy of publlo optlllon thnt oven tlw crat lltal'lllly aate~ 

hllatlo COlljfft .. JMn oould not but be tapreu ed by tho llterwl 

and saterlal v~lua to :roUDit ~orken-ln-tralnlng, or t he po~ 

aoM11 ty rtpealng whtob thu:r Rat ln thu ~roo d real dent oentere. 

I IIJI at :rour aotl'Vloe ln tblo •tw r \t you oan think 

of an;rtbl~~g IliON I oan do wt lh rq pea or vo1oe t o holp pnovent 

•'h~< t wou1J tot, I teal, a roul dl .. ator t o a potonUal1 ty of 

tha rtoheat vllluo to our Aaolllrtoan tu11..1re. 

r at thtull7 youra. 
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!.lay 12, 1942 This is a chapter !rom a book, soon to ~ publ1shed, 
entttlftd •Our Young Folks• by Dorothy Canfi eld Fl sh~r. 

Resident Centers 

A place away from home ~here older adolescents live for a 

time in ~roupe, at ~vernment expHnse, under t he su~e rvi elon of 

people paid by tax-money t o taooh them useful modern skills a nd 

ao to prepare them tor holdtn~ j obs 1n mode r n produc tion. Tht e 

fairly complete deecrlption "ould apply to a CCC camp just as 

accurstely As t o NYA resident centers. As a matter of ac t ual 

feet, they are as different from each other as a clapboarded 

facily farmhouee is from a barracks. The contras t is so exact 

that i t alrAos t has the look ot eomethlnll pl&nned. Ye t t he NYA 

resident centers can hardly be SAid to hav.e been planned ot al l , 

rather to have p:rofln up as pls.nta do, dl fferin~ in form Aocordi~ 

to the cl i mate. Ce rtainly th~y were not minutely bl uo-prl nted to 

the last hinp:e and "lndow-ceaing, aa the CCC car.>pa h&vl' been. '!he 
c. 

resident ~enters took---- Ro to apeak----whatever htn~ a a nd window-
• ' 

csainp:s were to be found, and ml\de them do. •!je.klnll thinlls do • h~s 

been t he motto and basis of these centers. 

In theoe insti tut ions, younp: peopl e both ~oye end llirl a from 

poorer familie s live top:ether, work end study, learn U ~P. ful a~ia 

skills and exper1enoe p:rouP-11fe on a civilize d plane. That sounds 

like th~ celebrated 08n1eh folk-schools. Uost trevel~d , •ell-in­

formed Aoericane (the few of them who kno• that Americen resident 

work-s t udy reei dent school s exi st) are apt to think that they must 

be copied from the Dani sh idea , wh1oh eo miracul ousl y aooompll shed 
c 

t he relle~~ation, spiritual and material, of the D8n1ah people. No, 
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not at all. The 1'1rst one 1n our country p:rew, literally grew, 
out of conditions tn connection with a rura\ Louie1ana teohn1cal 
tl'Rin1np: ptate inat1but ion 1n south- western LouieiiiNI----not a 
reRLon likely to modal itself on anyth1n~ done in Denoark. It 
~liS a simple, practical metter of tecd1nR nnd lodRinR boya from 
relief !aolliee who lived too tar away troo the 1n~t1tution to 
profit by such part time, elementary couraea ae miRht he d~vised 
to help them learn how to ~· food. Thle first 11vin~away­
from-home work-school be~tan 1n December, 1!136. It was a coopel'o.-
tive enterprise to provi de livlnp: arranROoent s tor students who 
had no caeh to pay for their board. This woe no t nt all a ne• 
idee. lly Vermont Rr&ndmother went to such a school 1n the 18'!0'&. 
It was called t hen an Academy. She brought her tood .from the family 
term, and cooked it herself. The plan worked well then, and i t 
worked well in Louisiana in 1936. 

By June, 1937, tour auch cooperative work-study homes were 
opened !~Arkansas. The thin, anaemc, etren~~:thll'ss , untrained 

boys and Rirls tn them oame from harsh home co1nt ttons compAred to 
•h1ch the bare, primitive, co~al l t !e they entered wae like a 
ht~h-Rrade college. They throve, physloelly, mentally, ep1rituAlly, 
Each one Rained rrom ten to twenty pounds or hard muscle t n the 
first few months, many of th6m never havinR had hefore three full 

/ meals 1n any one day. They l.A!ai'!led not only how to use the Arkan­
sas soil to ~w.tood such as thetr tomiliea had never had, but how 
to live in Arkansas oond1t1one in a way which meant health and zeet, 
ll.nd advancement in the stmpler arts end practices or c1v111zation. 
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And----hero 1e an item on~ ••ould like to tele~rraph t o Hitler's 

propap:~nda headquarters, busy wi th statements about the hypocrisy or 

our country 1 o treatment or its darke ~akinned citi~~ne----s imilar 

resident centers were rapidly eetablished tor colored boys and ~iris, 

scattered ove r many Bbuthern stat es. Compare the photop:raphs shown 

i n this book or sone of the homes !roo rhloh those NBI(ro younl( people 
I 

come, an<l their learninl( and ••orkinp: Ute i n the resident centers 

And see if it doeen 1 t give you a cheer ful moment or t wo , no mAtter 

ho., black • i th forebo41ng the dally n<>wa 1e. '!he number of such cen­

ters make up but a drop in the bucket of trap:ic need, yo e . But it 

is a healinl( drop Of honest , Sincere effort to dO better, to begin, 

at leset, to r1¢lt an ancient wronl(. An<l thAt, in a OPri olll so 

oramned •t th su~~na to r eel aehamed and sorry for our s i ns, t e aome-

thinl( to be proud or. 

Aa natumlly ea Gol den Bllntam corn spread i ntO American I(Bl'­

dens , not because it was a new but because i t ,.aa a ouch better ve-· 

riety, these work-learn-live re si dent center• spread ove r our coun­

try. They look Uke a halt-unconscious, l natinc t lve cont tnustlon 

of an old, old local educat i onal Ameri can tradition or qulte another 

kind. It does not oeem tO he by char.ce alone that they a re so often 

loca ted in century-old bu1ld1nga fo roerly uoed for boarclln~ schools, 

academlea or seCilnar1ee where students !rom tam1lieP wi t h little cash , 

like mw ~~:randmotber's, used to keep thei r expenRea down oy ortnginp: 

t heir own rood and fuel from home . Transposed i nto intensely mo<1ern 

terms, aomethlni( .O! the same spirit still animates these learning 

~rroups of Amerloen yout h, whether ln Idaho, Wisconsin, or New Xork. 

The almost bewitched invl albili ty which keeps moa t of ua rrom 

kno.,inR "hat the NXA has oeen do l nl(, hangs wi t.h especial t ht ekneae 
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over these school- ahop..homea, altho\~Atl they ere .twated about i n 

the very ml.dst or our Ufe. On heorin~t a ce
1
nt1on or thea, ,. l'l'oant 

Praeident of the National Educational Associati on exclaimed the 

other day, •ll'pat ar6 they? Never knew euch schools existed. • The 

roo l denta of the very towno where they hnve beAn established, who, 

every dey, walk past the bil( ei~tne statlng whAt they are, ond "hot 

espeolal skills are being tsu~tht in that particular one, seldom step 

ln to see for themselves whet is ft01nv. on. ~? Io it because the 

name being usually given in oapitlll letters encounters 1n many Dlnda 

a confused association •1th •ell those alphabetical ltOVernment &ftSn­

ciea?• Yet the sial lsrly alphabetical YUCA hns becooe a perfectly 

accepted word 1n our vernacular. Ia it the older raoili~r apathy or 

peopl" who Uve near a h1storioal si~tht or buildlnp: and eo Mver ItO 

to visit it? Is i t beoaus~. the resident centers are ao new----tor 

they ore the very latest of the educsti onnl experier1ents carried on 

by our Federal ltOVernment----thot most of us s imply hnve hot hnd t i me 

tolearn that they e.&i st? \fhatever the reason, on aliUOst complete ip;­

norance about them can be counted on 1n almo~t any reEder's mind, ea 

1n thfl ml.nd or the citizen who never 1t0es in to vi sit OnP eatabl1&Mcl 

in h1a town. 

If he dld, he would be etruck by thR al~et cathematically ex­

act contract to What the ceo does. I t;ea by i tem, they are entirely 

different , L1 v\ng quarters tor CCO camps were construc t ed for the 

purpose, out ot new material, in places where no one hsd e~r 11 ved 

before . The reoldent centers hnvo, almost Hke s•••IU'lling bees, m..Se 

a home-hive out ' or any abandoned buildings available. In SACh ceo 
cemp, all over the country, very much the &llllle da,y 1 a pro~~:ram t 1 

carried on. I n resident centftra tM "Ork v&r1es !roo mllk\llf" oowe in 
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one pleoe to weldinp: steel in another, !roo aesembllnp: tluoreaoont 
eloctt•io Hv.hts and constructing rodlo seta to taklng cere or tut'­
lteys or meldng wooden bsdsteada. '!'he youn, people 1n CCC oampe ~re 
all boys, 1 living with adult men on about the terms or private sol­
d iers with their orrtcers. In most resident centers, l'OYII and girls 
toge t her work, study, play and eat ,under the supervision of men ond 
"OI'len with whom their relatione are about the same as those between 
teachers and students 1n bollrding schools. In the CCC onmpe, book 
study is optional: whAt or lt ls done has often no conn~otion with 
the work of the dey: t he hours set aside for 1 t are in the evening, 
after all the other business of tho day----work, play, oeols----is 
over with: the te&chero are mostl y 1nexper1enced young men, with 
no specialized trs1n1ng sa educators. In resident centers the 
young people work for four hours each day, and are required to study 
four, generally under professlonally trained t eachers, elwaye sub­
Jects which Are closely related wl th the .. ork t"AlY have done thst 
very day. The four-hour a dey study period in the resident centers 
i s sometimes in the mornln~, sometimes 1n the afternoon, but al~&ys 
consi dered as a full half of each d~y ' e required effort on a per 
"i th productive work. The boys ln overalls leave the lathes on wh1ch 
the:t are lenrninR to •spin• steel i nto shepes needed in alt;>lane me n­
utacturing, and sit down et deeke to study the mathecetlce involved 
\n understanding whnt they are do~ng with their hnnde . The girls step 
from prepAring food which 1s actually needed and actually eaten et 
the Ml<t meal by their Rroup, to the book-study or the theory of nu­
trition, under the ~idance of a teacher professUDna11y trelned 1n 
that subJect. 

A8 might be e xpec ted, tha uae or the do-lt - yourself principle 
l n the NYA centers grefttly briURa down the cash coat or running them. 
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For each CCC boy, our f((lvernment spends considerably more than a 
hundred do llara a month, with no ra duct ion made since the beR1 M inP'. 

The younR people i n resident centers ar.l taken c~re or tor nbout 

fifty dollars a month Oftch. Thia coat l a coM tantly deorPasi nR ea 

they p:rOI'I 110re Of thei r Otvn foo.>d, make 11101'0 Of the fUl'ni ture they 

need, beooro1e more nnd more aelt-euff1c i ng. The very plain, no t 

melljtl'e, but barely aut f i e ient food they eat (oacaronl , string !'Ieana , 

milk, bread, butter and cooktee nre a typical meal), thA dilopidntPd 
bUildings they i nhabi t ao cheerfully and try eo zeot f ully to r.lAAe 

ottract lve, the a bsolutely self-done care or their Uvinp: q~rtera 

nnd of their o., 111inute supply or clothing, tho aatonlahlnp;ly 8111811 
economi c margin of t ht• who l e en tarpr 1 oe, •·1 th every ~orner cut, rvcry 
cent unspent which can possi bly be replaced ,.1 th effort---- the ,.hole 

ott:~oephere i 8 ln the oldest Ameri can tradition of •£at it up, w~nr 

i t ou t , m~ke i t do , do wi thout ." I t i s n background which makcn 

relllly laui'dlnble tile a t tacks on t he NYA r esident cent ers as •psoptr­
lns: younp; people who should be ou t at work. • To be out a t "orlt l a 

the paee1onatll ambition of every poor boy noo p;irl ln these aento rs, 
takinR ardent advant ap;e of t he unique ahanoe to work and to l earn 

ho.- to "'Irk. l':hen one of tbeo crl P.s out, •Oh, I 1·1e ~t a Job!• 1t 

1s " lth t he s Ame exultation thnt the middle class boy wave s hls oo 'L­
lege diplo1118 at hls f amily. 

Here 18 another or the contantly recurring contrasts i n oo­

thods between the CCOcnmps and tha resi dent centers. The aupervl­

aors in charge of the CCC cae~pe never hsve tho1r frun11l~s " l th t he r.1, 
To see a ch1ld Uvln,o; in such a camp ,.auld be ae extraordii!Ary ea to 
aee a fl8ll1np;o 1n Mai ne. The enrollee a, tar from any 84ttlement, 

ne t ther have nor sao any family life : except when they are on leave 

away fro~ oamp, never see a child's or a woman's race. The ex8ot 



flul 
Resident Centers 
pep:e seven 

-7-

opposite prevails 1n the reoident centers. Uarried teoohers and supeJ\. 

visors w1 th their chi ldren eat at the slllllc table Ylith the big boys 

and gi rls, live under the same roof with the~, making their homes as 

best they can in rooms Uke those used by the studen:s, ho'lea where 

the studying and working boys and girls come and go freely, seeing---­

often for the tirst tloe---.,hat ordinllty nornwl fe~ly life is. The 

buildings uoed by the CCC camps ns th~ resldent centers are !IIlii in e t 

two extremes: the CCC camps are brand-new, put up for the purpose, 

long bsrrecke, with the new wood and tar-paper aspect; of temporary 

lumber caops. Tho resident centers are scattered here and there, 

perching like bArn-swallows unde:- any old eave s 1::-&ey cnn r1 nd, Clost 

orten in buildings which have a long hiswry as part of the coarmunsl 

life of a villa~, town, or farmi ng distric t. 

As s denominational hoarding-school, semi nary or acndemy, 

originally supported by a church, is euppln.nted by .tax-supported pul>-

11c h1gh schools, alo~ly runs down 1:o A dead atop, i t i s often taken 

over as a resident center. The time- battered, unused shells of the 

build1nf(S have, perhaps, had no a>re, nor repairs for yesre . Renovat-

1n~t, painting, pt!pel'-hMp;1ng, outfitting, scrubbing, plumbing, Curn1sh-

1n~t on 1 to o~Vn atoM RS it goes along, 1\ group of rnoneyleas youth once 

more fllla those empty she l ls wl'th jusT. •"hat they were built to hold-- ­

Aceric~ youth learning how to live and to work . The old dor~tories 

oa:e a:ore have boys 1n one building, girls 1n enother, pinning up 

picturee of their bone-folks, managing ~ith a re~ ynrds of bright 

material and a taw trinkets from the nearest ten-cent store to aake 

their living q1,1artsre not only decently human but individual. In the 

larp:e old k1tehana, often on the very same ancient ranges, girls i n 

aprons take turns in cooking ond eervillf{ meals, boys wa1 t on tnbles, 

the big bare dining-rooms are once more vociferous with llhsa rtul 
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you~ voices. Teachlnp; oen and wooen and their younp;er ch1ldren are 
mixed wi th thP learn1np; young folks, at menle, 1n leleure hours, as 
well as 1n classes. It La a perfectly racoltf\itable contlnu11t1on or 
11 tam111ar old school folkway thorpup;hly transposed 1nto mods rnterms. 

Take the questlon or dlac1pl1ne as an 1nstanee of the codern­
ncae or th1e old ap;enoy. The probleo 1s the same as ~ver----ho~ to 
orp;an1te twenty-tour-hours-a-day 11te tor b1p; boye and p;lrle, at the 
ap;e usunlly thoupht to be full o r dynrun1te, eo thRt lt " i ll be orderly, 
who l eaome,pleaeant for them, eafe----the r1p;ht background tor learning 
an<\ ~trowth . Rule a tor conduct were formerly handed down from on hlp;h, 
to be accepted ~tithout queetlon by thn youth, a nd enforced (lf poestble) 
by teachers unfortunate enou¢1 to be elated for th1a dlsiDI\l pol1ee­
VIOrk . The student groupe are no,., , as 1n the best ot our modem schoo l s 
practically selt-p;overn1ng----w1th the 1nev1table necessary mini mum or 
oclult baok1ng and supervision, vary1n~t accordl"R to o1rcumetancea trom 
no ~h1ng n t all t o vigOrous help 1n emcrgencl ee. C1 thenshlp ls thue 
no t only taught in clnssee, but constAntly end rea11ot1cnlly proot1ced 
wl tltln a framework of aelf-msde la,e, enforced ~ self-elected youth 
off icers. Courts et~tfcd by young people hoorlng the evidence, maa•* 
make thel r or<n dec1s1one, devlae the1r own penall tlea tor 1ntract1one. 

'"/hat are 1nfro.ot1one? They vnry from neglect or comers 1n 
aweep1ng dormi tory corners end rooms, or flagrAntly bad grabbing mAn­
ne rs et meals, to return1np: too late after an expedl t 1on to torrn or 
llll unexcused absence CrOlll a work-pe1•lod of classroom hour. OM •tn­
rrectlon• often colliDl.tted by new-cocera 1s 1n connt'ct1on w1th decent 
cleonl1neee for e•tlnp: supper. The bOys as well ne the p:1rla do their 
own laundry work, and the matter ot decently clean ehlrta 1n wltlch to 
e1 t down to the even1np: 1118al 1s one or the subJects the young selr­
p;overn.aent author1 t1ea often talte up. The re. te ot pa.y for each young 



Reeldent centers 
~~ nine 

-9-

pe raon 11t a resident center ln return tor hls dally productlve tour 

houre work in shops or rielde ia genorallv about twenty-sevenr enta 

a dAy. Otten this is the !iret money evftr ~arned ~ these hoye ~nd 

g1rle. For the occaelonal poor hoy •ho comes in to the center , juat 

w1 th the clothes he has on,1 tre (lro t purchase mnde ta often a second 
1 

ehlGt , bau~t by saved-up dayle stlowancee, so that the olean-shlrt-
1 

fo r-dinner rule can be observed. And after t hat, the next put•chAse 
'oc. 

to often the pair of real ehoea which cannot 1n modern t i mea by 1m-

prov1zed out or raw catarlal by the utmoet individual i~enu1ty. 

Ae to the young people thellaelvee, the fti'OI\teet di!ference he­

t-een the CCC 11nd the resi dent centers ls that resident centers train 

~t1rle as well as boys. Othe~iee the y~ people nre very cuch sltke, 

belon~1n~ as they all do to the ~roup which had ~radu~lly been pushed 

by in4uatrial1sr.> entlrely ""ll:i fro m both ••ork and l~arning hal" to 

••ork. 'fhe i deal of the roetdont conte rn io to provide , nlong "1th 

ho, - to-t•ork l carn1nl'( opportun1t1oa, aomo chance to learn hal" to Uve, 

na well. 17hether consciously plMned or not , l'!hnt p:roV>s natumlly 

OUt Of an RSD8mblinp: or yOUth, ~Ork, t80Chlnp: adUlts Snd life-in-CO~ 

oon, 1& ,. bale.nce betl'een etUOy, sctur,l product1 ve c:.~dern .,..,rk and. 

l~&rninp: hon to live. This lAst is •tRu~t• in no class, but by 

O]~perience ln decent, self-directed, approxi!!lately norcel UV1ng.. 

condl t1one. 

or course , at present the pnt ~ern llke all our American 11v-

1np:-pntterna, has been violently shoved into one-sidenesa by tho 

rever1sh intensity of industrial war-needo . The actual mnnuractur1nR 

"hlch can be done_ by youny, "orkers ln eo eaeentiBl a part ot w1nn1np: 

the war thst beth boys and glrle are no" beiny. pushed throup:h epec­

iell&ed, concentrated cachine-hs.ndlln~~: expertence at top speed and 

dlech&rged into factories to hold Jobs , orten at the end or only three 
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months of residence in the center. The i deal ter\n "0Uld be 11t le~st 

a yerr. One ••ould s~ th8t three months 1a ft.r too short a t tme to 

shoJ any effec t of" new vray qr Hre on chnrocter Rnd oo reonel1ty. 

' But no . Even now, striking results appear from brief experience 
•I 

of well-run p:rup llfe, 1'::-om the dally personal and human contacts 

with teacninp: adults superior in cultivation and education to those 
I 

formerly knoYTn ·oy the youth. Boys ond ldrls from laoloted back.. 

ronde farms, paralyzed to shy, nv,.kward dumhness ~~ a nP.w foce, move 

freely nne\ eael ly i n 9 p:roup oy thP ttmA they "P:rAdUI'I te' fr..>m 0. 

resi dent center into a Job in a war factory. Boys and p:lrls !rom 

despe r a tely poor ctty tenepent homes after only tho se few wc<'ks of 

obeervat\.on B.tld experience of elementary decencies ln eatin,a: And 

v•cshinp. (both faces and shirts) p:o out to the moctest economic inde­

pendence of the ir f irs t we~-earninp: work '"i th an incredibly p:reater 

ablli ty to enjoy their fair share of the everyday conveniences and 

i nett tut1ona provided by our socl ety for 1 ts membera. 7h ey learn, 

for instance, enoup:h of what the ave r ap:e amen! ties of pl at n Ufe 

are, oo that they can p;o i nto an ordtnory hote l for a meal , ~<tthout 

ap:on1z1ng self-doubt as to !lll'lnners : they lP.arn ths t they Are welcome 

in punl1c l1br11rtes and community centers: they acc;ulre e noup:h eelf­

conrtdcncw to discuss with a rnllroad conductor, l'easons.bly and quletl:t 

"t thout belligerent alarm ot· t imid ecqu1eccence, a poaa i blc mi s take 

made in the pu rchase of e ticket. 

~This changed at t t tude tor<ards life they l"arn thrOUflh their 

pores, es unconscious ly as t hey breathe. But they lenrn it qui t.e 

ea definitely ns they learn in their four-hours-a-d!o.Y "releted tra i n­

"\. 1np: classes • ho•' to put together ths lines and fip:ures on fl&t 'sheets 

of blue-print peper so the.t they have a mentAl plcture of a three-

.. 
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d1menel oua l object "'hl ch they c on co nstruct nc·c ur(l1.ely to rtoasurements 

l n ttood or metal. 

Certain Oup:beare hnve been cleared forovdr out of tht! 'fl&y hy 

thh reSul t s of the real deht tcente r experiment. 0Hfl of the n ls the 

i dea ~hat older boys and ~irls csnnot safe l y share d~tly life, c t udy 

And '•orlt , except Wlde r a. etr1np;ent dlec lpl l nP of nll-pervas1 ve e.u­

thor1ty 11ke t~t of on • ducn t1onal Gest apo. A much o l der humn.n 

institution s enme to work better than educ~ttonal secret police 

under a dictatorship--- - the very old insti t u .,i on of the b1o: te.m11y • 

.4 mix ture of men and women, p:irls and boys, work1n~, teach1n~, len.rn-

1nr. nnd plsy1111, to~ther 1o t he oldest of out com,.,nf\1 hllb1ta. It 

s~ecs to hrwe surv1 ved all the incredible ch•n >!e s i n our other 

hah1 ts been use it is th~ moot efficient woy t o or~eni ze 11 fe for the 

adolescents. A well-balonced diet and exercise pr'Oo:r sm does not 

cure bodily s1c knees: it prevnnts moat of l. t . A dlllly life prop;ram 

t~hich has in i t a ~~:ood sh•re of those huna n relations shown by e x­

peri ence to be needed for pn r aonallty-heAlth does not discove~ ne~ 

cures for the new !llOdern neuroses. I t preve nts their develop1np,. 

The l est pha ae of the tranaitlon from ch1Jd to edu l t lu\s 

proven the most difficul t one to man•~ 1n th• modern s mall f•m11y. 

Larp;er-1ncotne fnr.tl.Hes heve &l~>ay s sen t sway to bot.ruin~t schools ••any 

of r.he1r sons and dnU~~:htera nt th t s •1!:" · The rPaident cen te rs pro­

vide for l ower-inaooe youn~~: folks, this 11,rou p life, l • rp;er in numbe rs 

hut st.tll i n mox•e or l ess n• t.u ra l relation , .. tth e a ch other , i n ••h1ch 

t.he oldex' adolescent can safely , successfully, nllke h h way throuo:h 

t he l~tnt Ulll steps from dependent childhood t o i ndependen t matur1 ty. 

In thi s back11,round h• oan t ake on ,.enu1ne reepone1 Hl1 t y tor the con­

duct of hie O"'n life to e much lar~r de~~:ree t hen evex' before. But 
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he lo stlll set'ep:uerded by t he frllt.leworlt around him from mak1n? those 

tr"?1e, 1 r~eparsble , ~an~ater-produc1ng mi s t akes •hlch follo~ ~hPn he 

osauo11a that reaponel i> lllty too young, or l n solitude : or ot ""Y "l:e 

ln any clrcumatances without h twlng had some peraonnl expf'r\ ence ot 
I 

r11aul ts rollo•,l n~t on cnuse . The no at burnlnR deal re of normol Adol-

eocence l s prec i sely to nasume pereonnl r eepons l o111t y f or aelt­

dlreotlon. Hence so to organte ~troup llte sa to p lve them th l s re­

aponslblllty to r self-~ve rnroen t aa much sa l s sa~, l s t o plene 

your wood ••lth the grl\ln, not across lt, et•eys the ..:reateat pose1-

ble economy or both errort end materiel . 

F'uture students or the eduontlonel explorers nf our J)l!rl od 

of hist ory canrAt fall to notice also what an 1nvalueble paycholo~ 

leAl tranal tion-step, fran nodern chlldhood to mo6ern life , l e pro­

vi ded hy hAvir~~t the younFt peopln work d l t-ectly f o r themcelvea , pro­

v ldln~ for many ·or their o••n neecla by thAl r oto n efforts. I t i s n 

lon~ long gap from the ch1ldieh tekln~-for-granted thAt food, c loth­

l np; nn<l lodging wlll al••ays be provided by some adult., to the in­

dustrial complexity of ~orkln~. not to ~t what you need d irectly, 

but to jl'(' t some l!lOney "1 tl1 which to buy what you need . '!he resl-

dl'nt work-study center gives adolescents an exper1Pnce or the ai opler, 

old-time ~ay of prov i ding by ~i~ot pPrsonRl effort a lar,e pert o! 

the actual food, clothing and lodpin~ they need , 

Yet this ls not, as l t 1 e done by t he r esident cente>• orj;C11nl­

zat1on, an exp&ru;lve, Artltl cinl, onachron1a t io preten~e or 11viup; 

primitively as one's forefathers did, 11kn the te nt - c1,.,elli ng, "'od­

ohoppinp;, hign-~u1t1on summer camps. There ie, i t ls true, some o! 

thia direct very old-time oloseneaa of contac t •lth meeting meterl "l 

naeda. Potatoes which they themselves eat, are ot'ten gro.,n, even 

• 
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by the yoWlg people 1n centers •ho are etudy1 np: eteel-wold1np:. To e. 
oonel derable e xtent the boys lltld girls, out of the twenty- seven cents 
e day allowance buy material "hich 1n their se"'iug cl11eaee th"Y !!ll\ke 
into the everyd11,.v clothes thuy themsel ves !•ear, nnd the ocoaoione.l 
eston1sh1ngly, touohin;r.ly pretty party drees "h\ch blooms our. or 
,t"'O dollars And thl r ty-Aeven cents worth of stuff. But most of 
their experience of l iteral selr-aupport \s secured i n tr~ modern 
"BY by the tllOdorn principle of division of lat>or. 1'hnt makes it 
possible for youn,o; minds to grasp the fact the t divinion of their 
labor is only aro ther nar.~e tor "swapping work, • is thot the divi sion 
of l 11bor 1s on a smaller scnle. The young people of e resident cen­
ter "hich speci a li zes in agriculture skill, dress and c rate sixty 
of the fowl s out of the flocks they are raising, and send them to 
another resident center ln exchan~tB for some of the tubula.r steel 
chai rs manufac tured by the ••orking students there. Pla te s and cups 
end saucers made and baked by adolescents learnln« the po t ter's sk11l 
under modern oondi tiona, are exchonl(ed fol' fluorescent l i p;ht e assem­
bled i n enothBr center. BlankPts are •traded• for radio se t s, •·1e' re 
me ki ng these bedsteads for A res11lent center that 1 e electro-plating 
eome kni ves and forks and spoons for us,• you are told by en e ip;hteen 
year old carpenter, Thus simply, vtetbly and w•derst andebly to take 
in each other's inllustr1al wsshln~r 1s the best posslble train1n~t for 
mak1n~r some sense out of a odult employment i n minutely subdivided 
modern i ndustr1al1sa. It also provides tha 'oest possible .,~ to cut 
do wn the cash oost of runnln~ these work-study li ve-to~tBther groups. 
Aoo i t does Nuiuce t he cost to a dep;ree "hioh Mkes some prophets 
think thn t ulti mately they might 11 lmost be eelt-eupporttng. 
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88 loo111 , or even as State, 1nat1 tut1on8. To approach i11 lll!Y renlle­

t~o >~AY, 8 prel11111n8ry reheo.real of Ylhat oub-d1 vided lllO<'Iern indue­

tl•lollem 1s, they must be carried on over an erea l arp:e ehoul(h to 

ellow a p;reat dl verelty. SpectR11 t.ntion is essent1Rl f or th1e youth 

production, as 1t 1s ln ~he adult productive t1eld for rrh1ch 1t 18 

80 aultable 8 preperatlon. To have the youn~ people i11 one center 

l eernlnp; how to electroplate metal , not fit all ho,. to grow vel(l!tehlee, 

but ln another how to apln and weave wool wlth codern machlnery but 

not how to hAndle steel, iu valuable not only because each p;roup can 

eupf>ly the other with needed obljeota, hut because none b-.1t apeo1al1ted 

ekllls ore ,.,.nted i n mocSern production. Ae unit to provide n flold 

lnrp:o enouRh to keep down the coat of thls absolutely needed opeo110'tl­

cat lon, an area ot lenet eo l arp;o ao a State is needed. A lArp;er 

r1eld would be better yet, to permlt adaptation of tralnlnR tor 

ext~mely subdivided epec1al1z~tlon 1n industry. 

It eeema elmost certaln that lntellip;ent educBtlonal experts 

ot the future will see thl> t the resldent, "ork-study, eelf-eupportlng 

center l s r.n educational clev1ce to be cllrr1ed on by our net1on, 

rether than 1nd1vidual States. To draw a p;eo~raphlc llne acroea 

which youn~ people !My not paee to p;et the !)articular kind o f traln­

inll: any ono of them m~ need, rtould mean a quiet unnecees~ry and very 

expens1ve dupllcotion of etfort. For lnetonoe, pottery-moklnll: aklll 

18 oerto1nly one or those tr11des t •or whloh prepnrat1on wlll certainly 

be needed. But' not &. very large number or youn~ people from any one 

area •111 pro'oably •ant to p;o 1nto th\n worlt. One center for p;lv1np; 

thls tralnlnp; wlll not be needed ln every State. One to a p;eop>repl\1cl\l 
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"r~rton• " ou.ld oorve the purJ)Oae. "l'hft atuden ta ~lng there n~ed 

to be traneported but twice----when tMy arrtve and when they 

le nve. It would 'be r:u.lch cheeper to move the ocoas1onal youn~ J)(llr .. 

son 1n Uatne who wants t.o lf"o..rn the pott.er1 1 trade, to a center 

tn Weetern t:e• York, than tor the St ate or Uolne to aet up Md 

evnduet a n independent pot tery tretn1tW:t echool eo thot the few 

1.!111 ne youn,:te tore conce =-~d t11Jth, t get thet r tr11 tninJ.r .,t thout ate J>o­

plr.~ ~tcroaa the llnt:! ot' thelr o,..n St nte . 

The cxtl'Ccc epec1al1.tat1.on ot r..odern \ndu.st-ry otwtoualy cnl\t'l 

tor an extrerJo apeotollzt~tton tn tr8lnlnt( tao111t1ea, auch Aa 1'10 

hflve not htt4, euch na tte heve not been e'ble to plan tor. For y~cera, 

how tO provide IUCh a •ide verlety Of trR1n1~ h&S been one Of t~~ 

btt~ereat a ncl Apparently oo&t 1naoluble problec.e or tlV> J)U~l1o h1Jth­

eehoole . ~1a problec cU~t;'lt. be aol ve4 by recoy.n1z1ng t Mt the 

r eGson •hy loc~l hl~h schools do not provide tr~\nt n~ for Rll the 

k lnds or occ~pJtlon neoded by all tho youn~ people i n thr.ir v t c1ntty 

t e simply tl"'.o t t hey cannot. I t to prov1nt:: lnaonely lmpoee t hle tor 

eech h1Rh aohool to edd to tt.e genera l eduontton needed by ceoh 

yo\Uloot peraon, tor hi1 po rsonol dovelop=ent, any consi derable number 

ot the k.tnda or techt4cal traln1nr needed. hy youn;: people ee Jo~ 

holdere. Yet. tr t.hey don1 t get epec1al1ted tr&ln1ng, they "On 1 t .'l'8t 

or hold Jobe. 

It reetdent "'a rk-stud,)' vocati onal aohools could be ,:dven eooe 

folk-nome l1ke "tnohnlcal b0ardtr1p- aohoolo" \"'\ t hout nny oa.pt tal-let­

tered nlcknnca t o rub our prejud1cco tho wron~ ~ay , mi~ht tt be 

eaa1er tor O\U" not-very- clear brn1ne to perceive that poes tbly 1n 

them a .,..y haa been h1t upon to 10 lve the u.neoluble pt"Oble~ or loc•l 

hlllf> ochoolaf 'lt>oy oo\lld be lett t o do ""at they are equl p~d to 
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do ver y welt, develop tnto educat lonal 1netl t utlona to provt de for 

All youn~r Adoloeconts a. ~nerAl t.ntroduc tlo n to the c\vl Utfttlon 

ant\ culture ot thelr nation. lthC2'& 1a no c slcu1At1n1( wh.nt a be ft t \. t -

1c leeaenlng ot rervou.e t enst on and eduoat1on.ol misery would follow 

the abandonment by our h1¢l scho.Jle ot the 1mpoas1ble task of tit­

tin~ y-4ung people tor varylnsc technleel Johe t n our eprc1.allt.1n;t 

1 nduetrlal ayet"• ot productlon . Thoao local b1gh school a could, 

wlth a sl~plltted roalletlc currloulwt, concentrate on tench\nst 

youn;;c people eooe t hlng or the art ot 'oe1nt: c1v111r.ed 1n thet.r J)er­

oonAl lives on1 hoYt to mll.ke so10e oc noc out of their ro&ponat.b\.U tto a , 

dut1.ea and. pr1vUe~a ns cl tl~ene ln (I rcpubl l. c . e·..1ch hi p:h acho,le 

11ould J\Ot be hated ao &las l so liMY youn~: k:ierlce.n o no'l" hate the •uh­

Jee~a t~AY are forced to a~udy ln 1nat1t~t1ona only halt tranatorced 

troa Lat\ n prep achools. And ~hon the¥ lett lte doora, th~ only 

... l11.ce tor tM• to p,o dur1J"11( thoae v\tal years or lAter youth " ould 

not be the poolroo11, or the aldt~wttlk . l:.:Ach one or thPD would choote 

a pl~too t o l1vo <~nd \ororlt Md l earn, .rmre ht! •oul d oo lonJ(iftr be en 
by 

econool.o burden on h1a Pf\rcnte , but/ h \ 1 O"Yn "TOrlt could PlllY for hle 

rood Arid lo11t:t11''1" &~ leern1n~opportu.n1t1eo, Jus t ae , t n etu•Uer ;rcn­

e r at1one, learn11l$t youn,:t .,.,.orltere alW"YI 41d PA¥ thel r O""'J\ way. 

Becaua.e theee cent.er6 would r.ot be burdenao~ly expent1ve to 

Get up (no platefda.aa ...-1 n1ows end bla;t fireproof' bulldl l\jita needed.) 

thar·e could ):'e enoUKh or th!Goo---oh, the rcl t et thla would be to 

e ve ry de• ontly oonBo1ent1ou.a heart ln thl older p;enerntton!----to 

tAke 1n ~ t he olde r boys ~4 ~lrle, tor ~boo no oth~r chAnooe to 

leArn whll t they ~ ed, a.re open. \Vhy nott A prov1e ion 1e tiiiH10 , no 

catter ho" RrudK1n«lY ao thR:t they ill p;oet onouab food not to 1tarve 

to de•th• Beoaueo there l'ould 'bo aany or auch eelt-e\lpport11\ft (or 



Res\Mnt Centera 
PA~ aeventeen 

-1'1-

almoet) tCh0011, they could otter tha wlde variety ot tr•lnl~ ~~dtd 

ror our 1ntena1.vely epno1all ~~d 1nlluotM.&l 11ooloty. 

I t ta la bluo-pr t nt wort h the etudy or tAx-poyl ntt c ttltf!lne , 

parente , educfttore and you.1~ pooplfl . 

In an,y e~tee, "'hetht'>r thle bluf'l-prlnt l a renllt.ed tn t1"\.l1tf\ll. 

hwtan veluea or not, no o.Rtter "'hAt the u..nlllaglnaille lc;:,e41ate future 

h,ouJ t n a tore tor ua, 1 t "'ould be folly ror uo to try t-o eoi'le 1 ta 

educflt\.onol probleQo wi thout a clear 1de6 ln our clnde or tho o4u­

cet lonnl droma ot the last tuo clooo.doa 1n t)ll'! llves or the aona o.nd 

dRughter" or our nAt1on. 'lhe moln fACta nr~1 c l ear notf, e.nt\ the1 r 

sequence l a plfiln, salt '1:'85 not t¥hen 1t Y'AI tAklne plece. rtrat 

there ,.., thft lonsr, slo"', ~111pht of' f:tt'O\'Y1r!oft unenpl -:.7f!lltnt for J)ftople 

at agee •hlch 1n earlter 4a..va had been eornlns::-fl- llvlng J)haae or 

lU'e . Ae thte twlllght grad.u&ll,y dorkened to a t-errt·tyln.- bl• ok.Mea 

which we oould n-o lo~r !;more, ou,r tlrat p:vt'!a& at 1ta couae "II 

"tho depree11on 11 , thilt ~1:1 ter1ous d1eoooo of our ecoooole lit~ , t n 

t1hl eh, tts by nooo flP-ndi eh blaek mARlc , our· peo ple were otiH'ved 1nto 

stren~thleaancaa, althoup.h surrounded~ h~n ped-up and unused food 

and wettlth. "'itb thr- SBlil& t:regic pervera l ty or no".-to-b&-umterttood 

roreea, our youn,:t people, eager and an.xtoue to learn bow t:o -ork, 

round. no ..,ork availab le to t.lo)ea, althou;:;h there ..... .-or)t evef')"-here 

de:a])f'Ntoly nee41nft to be 6one. 

All th11 took pl ace under our eyo1 , onrl our eyea were wl.de 

open t n a hocked elar111, to e ee 1 t . wo oould not OOt see t hl'l t.dlt nR", un­

t ro l ned, al AOl<ly uaeleas a nd very unhAppy younR folko All nround uo . 

t'l'e Bit" that there were no jobe tor them, a nd no way to r the JD"(!At 

m.a j ort ty or thea to learn ho• r.o hold a Job, 1f they could ever land. 

one. 'fe • ere not otlent about thle eorrowtul A.nc;. 1anlt'"'roue eltullltlon. 



neeldent Cente :toe 
1><11:• e l f<h teen 

-18-

But we M d not the all~teat 1d.ea .-he;t t o do ebout 1 t. Our publl~ 

aohool pet•eonnel weM qui te aware. ot 1 t too. They were t fie only ., 
I people 1n the nation pAid by ua to take on the reaponel.b tllty ror the 

oare or A::tertcan 70uth. J.nd they hAd no .ore idea than ... e , ho• to 
take Qare or thf!-m ln this ne" crt a t e . Nothlnp; 1n tho t. r profeaal.o nal 

I 
experi ence had prepared the m to cope "lt.h a dltnculty in youn;r: 

people's 11vea whlch " •• no'!> educn.ttonal b.lt eeonomc. Ae doctora, 
chtt r~ed by ua 1"1th tht respona\ bl l tty tor our natlonnl health, are 
holplasa lWhon econozll1 0 d1atreeo t a , as 1 t 11 ao often, e. caueo ot 
atckneaa, our~ ot educatora were-- --~• a ll were---ltke people ln 
• ntphtmre, incapable ot et1 r r1n,:t to -rerd orr an 1Mxorebly approech-
1 nsr d e8d ly peril. 

I The beat, u auell,y the only wf13, to bre ak the d.reaallko epell 
of Pftlalve despai r 11 to act. aut ~e could no~ 1caR1ne what ~otton 
mt.Pht be tnken. It "'tus our Fedcrnl GovArn."'l.,n t •htch took actton, 

bold, headlong, fool-hordy actton, plun~tn~ to~ard t nto thP unex-
plored M• te r!"1 tory •here educatlon beocllllft t&n$tled w1 rh econortloa, 
~here "~•Roe ... ere pnrt or 1ea.rnt.n~, \'there Jobe snQ. study .,ere one. 
The othe r older agenoloe chAr ged with the wel t~re or youth- ---the 

t•ol l.y, the public achools, the churcb-- --httd been bro\JI[ht to • hlflll~ 

l eas stan~att ll by whftt aeeced thn lnsolu~lo probl~m or keep1n~ l i ve 
younp; people Vlhile they aoqulrod net~~ trs.Lnlnv whi ch h"d neve r before 
bf"P.n neoeeaary for thea to acqulre except on the Job. -to cUd not see 
how thie now reapone1b111ty could be a.qaw:.od ln t ha old fraoe.,orlt o f 
~tool~ty . How could 1 t be mttno~d wtthout 1n8ktng tremendous rnl. e t.Ak.e al 
f"ithout p-e ttl n,:t rar ott th6 co\lraet 

"hAt , apperently , up.loteld the Federal pla.nnere, 111 thPy orcohed 

to rwe: rd in to the un\1~ )'bruab ot nqw co ndl tlone and now nee d e, wae the 

• • I 

• 
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oonv1.ctton thet 1t n~ver oould be done 1! t.t "Pere not baAUn • .Qo tt 

rae beAun. J\lat ~• everybody had thought, mt atAkee were rude. In 

ff'Cl. a .tatekca plle4 up. Y&lee et&rte .,ere eon110n . So:ae or the P~tt.he 

eketched out, lee.\ no•here, or took: t~ hAN!oat wa,y around, •ere Juet 
AB thtl cra.pe- hanpora teftred, ,.ae t.e oot1on. But they "ere motion. 

That .,,.a whnt hnd boon needed to clellr tho 1\1 r . And oomn or thooe 

new roods , la1d out by ""'oae, lead surely forward. 

~e M.deet, euroat Pflth whtch hAa been opened, or courae, 1e 

tho paychlcal P"th ~penod thro\1¢1 tho J~~ng).e o! h&bl t ~n~ ouoto:s ln 

our o.,.n bre1ns. -.e have all ..rutene4 "tth A "1ld &tart (l"Qra thAt 

blnck broodi ng n1 flhtmnra ln wht eh "0 helplcaely BA" the yow·ut peopl e 

or our n8.t1on, our only ·future, &ta~tnp,, paycholoJd,cslly lind 11ter­

tllly, before our ey~o. fhel'tl 11~ ""'Orsl h"nlth ln the very Met •11"h 

.,.h\ch thl! d lepute 11 now be\1'12 carr1ed on ea to .. ho 1s to litO ehead 

~tth the new educn ttonel path-flndlAR. Shal\ \~be added to the 

ed.UCIIttonal reepone1b111ttea or our Statea? Or ohR~l .kl t~ 'f'Ork 

oont\nue to he done by Federal a~tencloet Or by D eomhtnotton or the 

tJever a voice o r all those c l amorouel,y d laeuesl n;!l thlt Wf\Ya-e.nd­

~ant question euRReete that the ne• kind or edue&tlon ehould not be 

done e.t All. Xot the 1dea thAt 1 t liiUtt. be done---and on f\ larlt'O 

neoulth acnle to mt-ct An 1n~ensely ... tac .. apreAd need , ta lt>11 thM ten 

Y•l'ra old. tt.urnl.n(( our hft f.'da evuz• eo ull.rchtly from thP. flxod anxloua 

~&I.e which we rocus YJ\ th acared tntt'lnet.ty on the deo.dly peril of our 

pretont, we see At a ~lance t!'.nt tn a elnR:le decade the enorDOue 

e4uoAtlonA1 errort, theO~J and pr~ctlee or our nAtlon h&e turned 
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a corne r. It ls rea~, now- ·-!r we eurvtve the ~ge-old Orde3l or -.r·-­

t.o l'\y out. the neMed ne w ro11dc to t.h• ruture . 

- r~·"'·-. 
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