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Arlington, Vermont
April 9
1934

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

A large part of my
regret for the {11ness which prevented
my speaking at the citizens'! Conference
in Columbus, Ohlo, on April 6th comes
from my disappointment in not meetlng
you at the dinner given by the Presldent
of the State University for the speakers.
1 had looked forward with keen anticlpa-
tion to the honor and pleasure of a
personal contact with a woman who embodles
so many of our finest American ideals.

In addition I had been
asked by Mr. Villard of The Nation to pubt
in your hands an editorial of hils which he
was very anxious to have you see. oSince I
had not the opportunlty of doing this
personally, 1 am enclesing 1t in this note.

With my warmest regards,
and gratitude for the great help to Ameri-
can education which you are glving in 8p
many Ways,

Sincerely yours,

cia“*“kﬂ\lczr”“k;j} .
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Aprileh, 1934 ,
Dear dra. Fisher:

I understund from the Torch Club
Library of the wilson ___... ivaclEls
uiiug® LELE L.l JOL oFE gLl to be
preseut ot boelr couibl bauguet Friday olgnt,
day <5to. 1 Lope i gou wre piwadug to
pe neie wt | ATy A tiwe Tt you will ...tu;f
ol tue Widte House w@ith us, &y I do so
_uGL walt to see you. I canwolt ygo tu the
diiuer beceuse of cuother euguyewcut, put
1 snould so wuch Likc Lo nuve you alay
Wit us wulle you arc Lere.

Very CoTulally joursy

yrs. Lorothy Lanfiela Fisher
arlington

Vermont




May 3, 1954

Dear Mrs. Flsher:

1 suwll be delighted to h..ve you
ou May <3d. It is just as cowValent
o5 tue «5th, wou I look forwurd with
graut joy to peeting you. Wiil you let
We cuow when you wre arriviug so we u=y
LuVe @ cur ot tue stution?

Very siucerely yourd,

Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington
Vermont

510
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Toeak you very wuch for your ik p
Veury Lovely ietter! I uld su cujoy e
Leetiug yuu wad 1Ib Wus SLGL o Juy ko f'\\
HuVeE you Lere Wity Uoe l'\ |

Juue Ly L1934 /

i Lope Gie Low pracuiaddd io A\
ddourleniig wud I al 50 beppy Lt ubie
Bl o0 Llicd to you.

I Loge 1 shall seu you suul
cipgialile

Very cordivlly youid,

o
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September 3, 1038

My dear Mrs. Fisher:

Mra,. Roosevelt and her secrotary
are away and in their absence I huve been
asked to moknowledge their mail.

I will mot sble to get in touch
with Mra. Rooseveltffor several daya, but
I shall bring your letter and enolosure to
her attention as soon as poeaible,

Yery sincerely yours,

Mra . Dorothy Canfisld Fisher
Arlington
Vermont

DD



Beptember 168, 1938

My dsar Mra, Fisher;

Thank you so much for sending
me the information mbout Parent Bduoat ion,
I found the article extremely interesting
and think that the State of Verwont haas
done very well along this line.

With all good wishes to you,
I am

Very sincerely yours,

Mra, Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington
Varmont

DD
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DomaTHY CAanFIELD FiaHER
ARLINGTON, VERMONT

August 31
1936 (.

i

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: Josa 8

!

You muet be used by thle time
to heving people remembel your every
casusl word, and so won't be surprised
to have me say how well I remember your
agking me, a year or so ago, what Ver-
mont wae dolng with the Federal ald
avellable, for parent-educatlon and nur-
sery schoole. I was enchented to find
how intimately you interest yourself 1in
the detalls of such work, and when the
State Supervigor of the iarﬂnt Education
under the WPA sent me her report, pub-
lighed in the Journal of Soclel Hyglene,
I found myself unable to resist the 1lm-
pulse to send 1t to you.

I can't----for lack of infor-
metion about what's belng done in other
gtates----compare the use made of WFA
funds in Vermont and in other parts of
the country, but I am morally sure that
no other state has profited more than
our rustic old Vermont by the enlight-
ened work made possible by the enlight-
ened administration of WPA funde. Every
penny counts so, when there are &as few
es in Vermont!



It wae lovely to have a glimpsee
of you the other day at Hyde Park, 'I was
really very ha over that performance. |
It meant m“tu-ﬁ very real, I felt. And
what a heart-w ng Joy to have a govern- . .;
ment with which instead of agalnst (lovers
of peace can work! By "goverrment® I sup-
pose I mean "Pregident." It 1s in this
case a good omen for us all to have you
and the President looking so well.

With warm regards,
Falthfully and devotedly yours,

qu;;\ el T wobinn

DOF:gfr



Dear Mra. Flsheri <

¥r. Gould has written me of your comuent
ahout zy Memoirs +nd T think you .re -ors than
kind to tuke the time to comment so favor bly.
! ny thanks.

T hope T shall see you gain befores long.

Very slncerely yours,

Mra., Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington
Vermont



October 10, 1999

,I'..'.pl'v‘{ LMl

Dear Mrs. H"M‘

You are evidently struggling with exactly
what has coms to my mind, namsely, the fact that so
many are appealing to the State Departaent for
licenses to raise monsy for this and that.

1t seemsd to me almost imperative that
where the guestion of relief came up it should be
done ty ome large organisation which could take in
sll the others working in the country. I will talk
to the President and T will talk to Norman Davis.
They ars all so concerned with what iz happening in
Congress that I have given up tryimg to get anything
settled until ufter that 1s out of the way.

In the meantims I besought thea to get Mr,
Herbert Hoover to organisze civilian rell f in all the
countries at war today. He feels it should be done
by the Red Cross, and he will give his help to the
Red Cross and only to the Red Oross. Some of us feel
very strongly as you do that this rellel should be
given surely with complete underatanding with the
Red Cross, but as a thing apart becausc the Bed Cross
is an emergency orgasnisation und in thie country does
not accept government money. It looks to me us though
s rehabilitation job in the end would need money froam
our governssat,

Ihlﬂm.lldlﬂlunh“lnuln.ypﬂpluIll
getting to feel that until something in settled in
Congress I might just as well keep guiet.



Tour idea for the children seecms to me wonderful,

"but 1t will have to be on a purely voluntary basis, for
I know of many places in this country where school
children eould not find eves cne peany for refugee
childrem. However, thers are vany who could, and
every private school should be included as well., It will
take some time to organisze and I would like to tell

you to go ahead, but I think il would be wiger if you
could walt until I can tell you definitely th.t thers
is golag to be one complete organisation or that that
is out of the question, end in any case you could go onm

saking plans,
With best wishes to you slways, T am
Cordially yours,

Ta. Dorothy Canfield Fisher
ton i
Vermont : 'é..



Arlington, Vermont
October 2, 1939

Dear Mra. Roosevelt:

A project for help to refugee children which a
emall group of friendes of whom Mrs, Henry 8, Canby 1s
the leader, has begun to try to plan, leads us almost
at once to you to ask for advice., Before we take the
next etep, we need some counsel from you, whose view
of the Amerlcan situation 1s so much more complete
than ours. Because the possibllitlies for good in the
plan peem to us really very great, I feel Justified in
asking you for some of your time and attention--—-——now
become so indlspensable to Americans trying to work
for humane good causes,

Here is our plani----to establish this winter,
in our Amerlcan public schools, the period between
Lincoln's birthday and Washington's birthday, as
"Refugee Week.," Each American school-child will be
asked to bring, during this period, as many pennies
as he 1s years old, to go into a fund for refugee
children wherever they are on the globe----Chinese,
Pollsh, Spanish, German, Austrlan, Crech----all the
children without a fatherland. The American children
in the lower grades would bring seven or eight or nine
pennies each: the high school boys and glrls fifteen



or slxteen. If this effort 1s even moderately success-
ful, the sum ralsed will be enough really to do much
good even in a fleld so traglcally vast as that of the
refugee child.

But this result would be dnl:r a part of the good
we hope for. We feel that the spirltual profit to our
American children would be greater than the material
help given to the refugee chlldren. For this gesture
of brotherly friendliness to other children could be
made by téachdrg the finest possible lesson in living
patriotism, that 18, a thank-offering for what most
children teke entirely for granted, the inestimable
blessing of belng able to live in safety under the pro-
tection of thelr own powerful country. As they learn
about what life 1g for & child wlthout a aaﬁnzry---
part of our project would be of course to dlstribute
carefully written lesson-material for teachers' use
-——=they could certainly be taught a new and vivid
appreciation for their own fatherland. We feel, and
go do the several officials in the publlic school system
whom we have consulted, that such & nationwlde gesture
of helpfulness from our American children this winter,
oould not but help counteract in thelr hearts the dreary
negative and tragic emphasis which of necessity will be,
during this school year, laid on the element of destruc-
tive uvil in all thelr lessons on current events, geog-
raphy, soolal sclences and so on.

An important part of the mechanism of this tenta-



tive project ig the method of distribution of the money
raiged., Our plan isg to have this done by & quite ilnde-
pendent Jury of flve well-known Amerloans of such out-
gtanding reputation that no susplelons of partiality or
unfairness could be held against thelr decislons and ap-
portionment of the money.

We have taken steps to see 1f we 'can get financial
backing for the plan, for of course 1t would take a good
deal of money to put over even the slmplest plan connected
with so vast a system as our public school system, and I
feel fairly sure that we can find the money for necessary
expenses. We have the approval of several offlcers 1n
our public school system, beginning at the top. For I
have written a description of the plan to our Natlonal
Commissioner of Education, Mr, Studebaker. He wires in
enswer that he 1s greatly lmpressed by the possibllities
of the 1dea, especially (as we hoped) by 1ts providing
for our American children an element of actlve construc-
tive good, to counteract the deadly impresslon of nothlng
but destruotive evil in the world. He adds that he will :
do a1l he can to help us, but warns us(of a difficulty we
know too well) that 1t 1g very hard to organize any projeot
in our publlc schools conneoted with the raleing of money.

Be would be qulite ready to take the next stepp-——
that 18, to begin to organize a committee, and to write to
the Commiegsioners of Educatlion of each Btate, to ask 1f he
will ccoperate————except for one conglderation, and 1t 1s

that which sends me to you.

B
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‘l’n. are aware that since the beginning of the war in
Europe, all over our country there are springing up in the
true warm-hearted lmpetuous American way--—--dozens, hundreds
of plans to help relleve the digtress of the vietims of war
and tyranny. While this shows an admirable quickness of sym-
p;thar, we feel rather anxiously that a sort of wasteful
anarchy and chaos will result in the field of charlity and
relief, if all these efforts are organized and set on foot
hit-or-miss, whenever and wherever an ldea happens to ccour
to somebody of good will. We fear that the charitable im-
pulse of the general public and the consclence of the average
person will be blunted and confused by overlapplng and too
repetitious appeals for help and sympathy. Hence, passion-
ately convinced though we are that the plan I have outlined
has really very great potentlial value both to suffering
ghildren without a country and to our omn American chlldren,
yet we hesitate to try to launch 1t independently, (although
we would probably be able to do thig), for fear of adding
to & confusion which gives us concern for the future of
relief work in general in this country.

We would be ilmmensely relieved 1f we could carry on
this half-mede plan of ours as part (the children's part)
of some kind of unified national program of rellef work
in this great world emergency.

You will perhaps think, as we dld for a time, of
the National Red Cross. But, although like all Americans
we are devoted supporters of our great national Red Cross,
we feel sure that that would not be advissble, for these



e

reasons}----the fregh gtriking note of newness and direct-
ness, the child-to-ochild feature, would dleappear or at
least lose much of 1ts force 1f this were "only ancther
Red Crosa drive, '_;,the Amerioan Red Cross could, to reach
refugee children out of this country, do nothing but turn
a part of the money over to the Internatiocnal Red Cross,
and the Red Cross sbroad because of the seml-governmental
charscter 1t has in all countries, 1s seriously handicapped
in dealing with refugees because of the political character
of their sltuation (for instance there would be serious
diffioulty for the French Red Gmnumf.!iﬂtrihuting help to
Spanish refugees in France); there are already exleting
plenty of fine, well-orgahlzed devoted commlttees for
refugee ald covering the whole ﬁarld; to whom the money
could be turned over in proportions determined by the Jury
of Award, and used lmmediately and directly for refugee
children whom such committees are already struggling to
help; and finally we set great value on the perfectly in-
dependent Jury of Award made up (so we hope) of some of
the most dlstingulshed personallities of our natlon—--
yes, of course, A3 you guegs, we would hope very much
that you would be willing to be one of the five members

of such a commlttee.

Now we know that you are in a posltlon to see the
whole of the national field, of which we see only a small
part. (Could you take time to let ue know first what ls
your general impresslon of thle plan for Refugee Week,

and next to glve us some advice, 1f any occurs to you,



about the best way to manage this effort, without adding con-
fusion to the fleld of charitable effort in the Unlted States?
We are really entirely at a loss at this point, and turn to
you, hoping you may have an inspilration, and venturing to
make this demand on your time because of the reall extraor-
dinary good which might come of such a plan, well organized
and ocarried out.

With heart-felt thanks in advance for any steering
advice you oan glve us at this etage, and with---——as always
from mel=--=heart-felt gratitude for all you do to keep the
1light of decently sensltive humanity alive in American
hearts,

i s |
ﬂ-j{ Q"“‘EJJ F calan
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Bovember 21, 1939

My dear Mra, Fishar:

I will be very glad to ba a
member of the Coomittes of Award which
you suggeat.

I was 8o intersatad to read
about your plans to help the refuges
ohildren end hope you will let mo know
from time to timé how things ars pro-
gressing,

Very sincersly yours,

Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlingzton
'li"armun_t

oo



- _ Arlington, Vermont
Hovember 13, 1839

Dear Mra, Roosevelt:

We are followlng your suggestion about going shead .
(without publicity) in the attempt to organize that project
for getting help for all refugee children from all American
children. The State Commissloners of Educetlon are to meet
in Grand Raplds early in December and we are trying to make
arrangements to have the project, in a carefully prepared
form, ready to present to them then. This involves asking
people 1f they'll help out on a plan which is as yet only
tentatively shaping up. But one must etart somewhere with
the most tentatlve project.

S0 I'm venturing to write you (and Justlce Fellx
Frankfurter, Mrs. Hoover, Willlam Allen White and Monslgnor
Ryan) to ask 1if you will be a member of the small Commlttee
of distinguished Amerlcans, who will apportion among the
different agencles now heiping refugees, the money ralsed
by this collection among American chlldren----1if an{when
1t 18 raleed. Ve need for thls Commlttee of Awsard, which
is to act with entire independence, Lits declslons final,
gome American names of such dlstlnctlon that no one can
possibly question the impartislity of their declslons.

No meeting of this Comml ttee would be necessary,
I should think., The statements from the different refugee
agencles ag to their work would be sent to each one, and
the ghort necessary taking-of-council with the four other
members could be done by mall----although with you, Mr.
Frankfurter and Monslgnor Fyan all in Washington, 1t might
not be too hard to arrange one meeting.

I hope this is not asking too much of you--——especlally
as 1t may turn out to be agking nothing at all, slnce we may
not be able to devise a plan acceptable to the publlc school
authorities, although we are working on one, 1n which the
only danger could really be entirely avolded----the danger
I mean of putting the elightest pressure on the poorer chil-
dren or making them feel in any way lessened by thier inabile
ity to help. As I told you, ?[_Eﬂn speolel interest in this
plan 18 not only to help out in the tragic situation of refugee
children, but to help our American children to realize how
1nﬂn1tniy fortunate even the poorest American child is,(com-
pared to the children without a country)..” Bafe under the



- protection of hle own flag, with everyone up to the
Preslident of the nation concerned about his welfare,
eager to create around him an evironment in which he

can develop best, anxious and troubled about him when
such an environment does not exlst, remorseful for lacks
in his 1life, rejololng when things go well for him—e—=
the American child, no matter how poor, is in a blessed
haven compared to the outcast chlldren of the refupees.
It 1s eaEanially to bring thls home to our children that
I am working so hard on this attempt. I do hope you'll
feel you can let us use your name on that proposed Com—
mittee of Award.

With warmly friendly greetings always,

TRy Seg I



; Arlington, Vermont
L\ November 25, 1939

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: .

By good luck (for me) I'm to be in New York on
Tuesday next, and wonder 1f there would be in your closely-
packed day, five minutes to see me and bring me up to date
on the organization of the refugee-rellef sltuation (as
far as 1t concerns the attempt to ralse money for refugee
children of which I've written you). e are now gquite sure
of belng able to secure the money to finance this undertaking
(1n one form or another, according to clrcumstancea) so that
all money contributed would go direct to refugee chlldren--—--
a clear way open from child to child.

I should have told you in my laest letter that in the
matter of apportlioning the money ralsed, we hed thought of
dividing the fleld of child-refugee rellef into four parts
---=Roman (atholie, Jewlsh, Protestant and non-sectarian.
In each of these flelds we would ask the leadlng rellef or-
ganizations to assume the responsibllity of dlstributing
the money ralsged among the smaller and more speclallzed
commlttees in the same fleld. I've Just wrltten lonslgnor
Ayan (who has kindly accepted the invitation to be a member
of the Jury of Award) asking him to select the Catholle
refugee-relief agency which he would llke to see represent
the efforts at relief of hls Church. For the Jewlgh fleld,
we would glve whatever the Jury of Award thought a falr
proportion to the hlg co-ordlnated Commlttee in New York.
The Commlttee for the Rellef of Christian Refupees would
be asked to distribute the money allotted to that fleld.
And the Quakers through the Friends Service Commlttee wlll,
we hope, distribute the money in the non-Sectarian fleld,
which means, probably, organlzations helping Spanish end
Chinese children.

This will, as you see greatly simplify the respon-
glbllity of the Jury of Award, since they will have only
to decide in what proportions to glve the money (if and
when we ralse 1t) to these four organizatlions. MNonslgnor
Nyan and William Allen White have accepted membershlp on
that Committee. And Pearl Buck, so keenly interested in
Chinese war-orphans, 1s to be on the Executlve Commlttee.

We are of course esger to know about the progress



of the plan for unifled national relief work, which sgeems
to me more and more essentlal. And we will be very glad
and much relieved to have our own effort a part of a co-
herent, orderly progrem. It's about that of course that
I would so mucg Eiku to see you for filve minutes. .

With warmly friendly greetlngs,

C'"_ﬁu:—b\ QWTLPE Taleen
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Arlington, Vermont, Sunday Jan. 21 1940
N f
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i :
This is to be so personal and confidential
a letter that I don't want anyone but you---not even my trusted
segcratary--to see it. So I am tapy8ng it off in my bad amateur
typewriting, with apologies for mistakes.

Dear Mrs Roosevelt:

£he enclosed carbon of a letter just sent off to
Monsignor Ryanl| of which I hove you'll have tice to read the
merked passages) sets befors you the bare facts of a situation
which I feel I ought to report on mores fully to you.

It locks on the surface as though Mr Hoover's rushing to
start a mite-box colleotion in the aschools Just before the
Children's Crusade, were only the kind of natural confusion
which your prophetic look ahead last October, percelved would
certainly darken the world of relief-effort, if sowe nati.n-
wide frame of orderly co-ordinatiocn were not established urder
one head.

But I fear that this is worse than what might ooccur from &
mere chance crossing of wires. I've had a good deal of
experience, and I'm not easily shocked, but I was really
horrified by the tone of the interview with Mr Hoover( of
which, naturally, I have given “onsignor Ryan only a brief
ooutline) And I feel I ought to give you my personal
impression that it would be, in my Jjudgment, dangerous in the
extreme to entrust to his in his oresent state of neurotie
bitterness and hate, any large responsibllity for steering
or manazing American genercslity and charity. Confusion and
waete of effort, such as you foresaw, bad as that is, would I
feal, be better than what might result if Mr Hoover were at
the head of any large co-ordinating co aittee.

This peracnal rebort of 8 ragent, first-hand encounter haa

for I had never met Mr. Hooever before and went to the
interview with a tradition of respect and liking for his
charitable efforta) and complete sincerity. It is sent to
you because I feel, slong with so many hundreds of thousands of
other Americans such loyalty, affection and tirust for you, and
such a desires to co-operate with your work in any way I can.
Just drop my report into your memory as one of the items of
raw material out of which you form your eitra-sound Judgments
on American affairs.

:>Er gourse no mora value than that of complete disinteresstedness

And now I'm writing about one dissgreeable matter,
I'm moved to speak about another which has besn on my mind
almost sinee the begzinning of the Children's Crusade. The
work for this has taken me more deeply than ever before, into
the myried remificatlons of our encrmous Ameriosn 'wublie school
system in' all sorts of places. As I have encountered one after
another of the offiocimls of the public schools, I have repeatedly
heard from them a comment which hes astonished me to the limit
of astonishment end beyond----an expression of a hurt feling
that "the Roosevelts don't know and don't care anythlng about
the American public school system." This often begins with
en expression of surprise at sseing your name on the Jury of
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Award, "Mrs Roosevelt? Does she know this' is mostly a
ublic school movement?"

T was at Tirst too astounded to do more than ery out that
everyone in America knows there 1s no gitizen living who
gares more about the youth of this nation than you. Tg which
my interlocutors have replied( in substance) something like
this, "Yeas, she's inter sted in children and young people if
they are oicturesquely destltute. But the drably self-susporting
galf-respecting public of our free publiec schools Just don't
register with elther Mr or Mrs Roosevelt. They assoclate
socially only with people whose children go as a matter of
gourse to the private schools, and they like to be benefactors
of the very poor whge have no soclal position at all. But the
obsgura, undramatic, oublic-school class-rorme---when do
they ever think of thenf A grsat number of our Amerlcun
schools, even the noor ones, have the radio nuw. Has the
President ever spoken about our country to the school-children
of America?" :

Now in the nmature of things I imegine that most of this

ias no more than another aspect of the unfortunate fact that
no matter what a great public official does, it is gritieized
by one or enother set of people. But, gsinoe of all your rare
personal qualities, the one which has most struck me 1s your
completely honest and selfless objeetivity, I'm reporting on
this not very sgreeable but not at all scrlous matter, Just
beciuse I think you like to know as many lacts as wossible.

I hasten to say that your name on the Jury of Award of The
Ohildren's Crusade has evidently enormously gratified public-
schonl officialdom( if I dare call it that{ To have nice old
Miss Woodruff, ex-President of the National Education Assocciation
and Dr Glenn, a Superintendent of schools ‘n an Ameriecnn elty,
asmociated with you brings a look of real satisfaction to their
often rather harassed end anxious faces.

I'm gending with other outrageously time-consuming things
in this large envelope, some materiml about the progress of
The Chi'dren's Crusade. It has bsen astonishingly rasid and
great. To be perfectly honest, as 1'm trying to be in this
letter, I must report that many of these wondaerfully fine
Americans who are backing up the movement, while entirely
aympathetic to the idea of helping exlled children vithout
a country, are really i terssted in the Children's Crusadas
campalgn, becsuse of the marvellous possibilities of
dramatizing through it those text-book lessons in elvics
and "government" too often alas! considered a bore by
geventh ani elghth grade and high school students. It's
hardly too m ch to say that the writing pens of thils country
are mobilized behind this movement because of the chance it
gives to bring a great reinforcement of vividly arcused
public opinion to back up in the young people's minds, what
has been put down sccurately but without color and dramsa
in text books.

By broadcasts, a flood of newspaper syndicated articles,
poems, storles, essays, dramatic presentatiuns, the attempt
will be made to prove to our school children that "Teacher™
{s not the only one to believe in and care ab-ut those
too-often forgotten political institutions of our country
which alone protect our own children from being refugessa. To
put it baldly, what we hose to do is, by meking a ploture of
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what the life of a refugee ch!ld is, without the protection
of a government of h{a own, to bring home To our school
children---to us all---what our own govemment does

for us, although most of the time we just take it for granted.
TThe very first contributiong for childrem without a count »y
came in, entirely spontaneously, last swmuer, long before

The Bhildren's Crusade was thought of---in fact the incident
was one of the seeds of the movement. I was surprised,

in August, to get a letter from a litile group of Vemmont
children, samevhere in the north of our state, about telve

of them, who had been attdening one of these new summer

Church schools. They said, in substance, that they were
sanding along some money they had gathered of their own accord
(it' came to two dollars and seventy-nine cents I think) to

g0 to children who had been driven out of their countries.

"We haven't much roney" they sai wrdte, "But we still have

our country to look out for us." )
The mite-box collection part of The Children's Crusade is
real ly only becnuse to "uge" the plight of the refugee hhild

Iifd/ as a dramatic contrast in thut way, wo.ld be ignoble
without also meking a guesture of brotherly symoathy for him.
It is not psychologically sound$ to arouse emotion without
providing an outlet in action for it. .

I'm working now( to change the subject!) on the twenty
minute paper I'm to give Mondny morning, February 5th, at the
N.Y.A. meeting where you are to preside. I meditated walting
till then to tell you all this, but couldn't imagine how
it would be possible to have a quiet quarter of an hour alone
with you, and thought that, burdening as a long letter is,
this way would be less of & bother to you.

Don't forget please that, alas! I'11 need to have your
promise to allot twenty-five ver cent of whatever money
in collected by the Children's Crusade, to Finnish children,
to meet Mr Hoover's conditions. I have heard already from
two of the Jury of Award. Miss Woodruff | usually very
digni’ied and academic) telephoned me "I'm madder than a
wet hen ---but I suppose there i1s nothing else to do." Justice
Lehman sent a long telegram saying that as a Judge he would
feel it his duty to sent-nce hirself to a term in Jail it
as a member of a jury he promised beforehand before hearing
the evidence, to come to a certain declsion, "but I bow to the
compulsion of----circumstances " ( I cun imegine the finely
ironic smile with which that phrase was set down)"and hereby
promise that I will vote to allot twenty-five per cent etc ete
1'11 hope to hear from you---probably feelling like Miss
Vioodruff---as well as from Monsignor Ryan and William Allen
White, very soon.

In utter confidenc and devotion,
Yours

¢ "D»fli S T
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Arlington, Yermont.
Jonuary 20, 1940.

My dear Monslgnor Ryun:

! It i8 with extreme regret (wore Lhan regret -
exapperation!) that I write to tell u b new developnent
sbout the promise of the Children's ¥rusude (whieh is by
the way recelving a marvellous response f'rom sll sorts und
conditiones of Ameriosns) that the Jury of Avard vwill be
left in ocomplete independence as to 1lte e, ortlon of tho
money raised by the mite-box collection. Thy fucts ure these --
I vion't do more than set down the fuots. I wrote Mrs.
Horbert Hoover im Qotober on the Bume date when I vrote you.
Mre, Roosevelt and William Allen White, the » me letter,
agking her to be a member of the Jury of Award, und explain-
ing in detail the plan of the Children's Qrusude. You,

Mra. Roosevelt und Willilam Allen White ull roplled wlmost

by return meil. Mre. Hoover dld not ancknowledge my letter
until December 2, suylng she could nmot becwuse of her
nosition (es an ex-President's wife I suppose) be exieoted
to tuke any active part in any partioulsnr movewent, apolo-
glzing for walting eo lopg before replylng, «né closing
"with the hope that this entercrise will mest with the great
suocess whioh it deserves.®

A short time after that, Mr. Hoover's Flmnish
Relief Cumpuign begun, u part of whioch vas {ulthough ve did
not know this till just the othor duy) was o mife-box
oolleotion in Amerlcen school-roome, exuctly on the lineas
of The Children's Qrusade, to tuke place esrly in February.

I needn't tell you thut of gourse this, if ourried
out, would have put un end to The Ohildren's Cruswde for all
suffering refuges children everywhere on the globe. For 1E
is extremely :grrinﬁlt to get pust the publiec school tradition
of no oollegtions taken from school-children. We have been
working on this for three full monthe now, getting
ready a great body of publio opinion, snd find & psretty
rlgid tradition sgainst sllowing sohool children such
oprortunities to share in exaressions of compusisicn for
suffering. It is bresking down, in many pluces, under our
earnpest pleas. We have had from muny stute systews(Conn-
eotiout, Arizona, Florida, Oolorade, «nd my ovn Vermont)
cordial promises of complete co-overstion, und from many
‘othere the stutement that such muaticrs ur?'luft to local
authorities. Bo we ure Jjust getting our material together
to reach looal Superintendents end Prineipuls of schools,
and very glad of this chance to reach in Lhils wuy the very
sapillaries of Americun ,ublio opinion.



-2,

How in view of this, if Mr. Hoover went shead
vith his plan for = Finnish m{tu-bnx collection, one of
two thinge would hopren --- sither of them stopping the
Children'e Crusude ubsolutely:- elther the schools vwould
admit the Hoover mite-boxes, (which is doubtful) in which
gase they would oertuinly never u«lluow u laber collection
the sume yeurj or they would rofuse to usdult them, in vhich
gase they oould sosroely perunit ucnother orgunizstiom to do
the same thing for a wider plan of relief.

As soon &8 I heard of the Hoover plan, I vwent to
Hew York to see lr. Hoover pisﬂpnting the sltuaticon us we
have found it, and uxuluinin -~ sepond attempt nlong the
lines of the Children!s Qrusede would probubly result in
the failure of both., I ulso ventured to ruemind hiwm that
Wirs. Hogver had known of our :len since Uctober, r. Hoover
mide no =nawer to this, but s:id thet Fe would vit%drut hIs
»lun for an a sohool-room mite-box collections,
onl gondition that our Jury ol .vard will oledge thewselves
In advance to «posorticn twenty-rive per cent ol Lhe woney
collected by the Children's Crusade, to Finnish children.
I renlied thut this would be entirely agoinst our promise
to leave them independent. Hu merely repented thet only
on thuat ocondition would he give ordsrs to desist from the
attempt af & hasty orgunizution ol elass-room collection
for the Finnish Relief Fund. I wmiMe no comment on this,
I think no comment is necded.

You will see I have no cholce but to write the
members of the Jury of Award, acquuointing them with these
fucts and asking them %@ il they will be willing soc to pledge
thempelves., Mey I have your answer as soon as possible, as
everything depends on this decision.

Now that I em writing you, I'd 1like to teke advantage of
the opportunity te send you soms meterial vhiech gives an
idea of recent developments, und to tell you that the response
from Americuns in ell renke of life hes-=-as fur as wy experlence
#goes---broken the resord, for jromst und enthusiestic exprassions
of mporoval and offers of help. Our list of ssonsors is
getting unmansgeably long. Practlcully everyone who Lus been
asked saylng yes with ardor { always with the uxee tion of some
of the oautious officiuls of the osublie school system!)
The Jury of Award now has its full number and, we think,
is r presentatively Americani---you, Mrs Roosevelt, Justice
Irvin: Lehmen of New York stete, Willlam Allen White, and,
representing the ublie school system, Miss Cseroline Voodruff,
ex=-Presldent of the N.E.A. &nd Dr Glenn, Suverintendont of
Sohoole in Birminghem, Alabame. Do you asprove of your colleagues?
If not, we'll wo very glad to get any sus estions frow you ubout
a punnih!la wddition.

Mrs Roosevelt, whosc inexhaustible interest in all that
is for the good of Amerioun children/ hus extended to our Crusade,
has several tizee glven us invaluably sound good counsel. One
of the pleces of adviee she gave, eurly in our work, wus not to
forget the private sclhools. And of gourse sha is right, that
it ie true the well-to-do children in privute schools need such
a chanoe to help other chilldren in tragle need as wuch as---oh



more than!---publio schosl children. We are following
her advice, and are now organizing an aporoach to p-ivute
achools.

And when I wrote Professor Curlton liayes of Columbia( who
by the way was a class-mete end college friend of my husband's
in Columbia), he replied at once saying that of course he
would be sponsor and do what he co.ld to help the movsment
and added a hove that we would not Torget the parochial
schools, where such en opportunity for spiritusl stimulus
and real charity would be welcome and prized. Ve ware of
oourse alreudy ocounting on the paroochial schools, end
Father Ostermann of New York( who has been wonderfully
co-operative and helpful to us) had written Archbishop
Fummell, so especially interested in rofugees, to usk his
lusgaﬂt{an about how to approach the parochial school
authorities. The suggestion which oume back from New
Orleans was that Professor Hay s &ond I ahculdl together
slgn a letter of explenation of "The Children's Crusade,
beginning with this phrase,

"At the suggestion of His Excellency, Most Reverend
dJoseph ¥ Rummell, we are respectfully requesting permission
to extend the appeal of the Children's Crusade, to the children
of your paroohial schools in the sume munner sz this campuaing
is being carrled on in other publiec and privite schools of
the country." and then send this letter not only to the
Dioscesan Buperintendents as wo hed planned, but also to
the Bishop of each Diccese. Professor Hayes znd I are
already writing back nnd forth about this letter of
explanation and appeal, which will soon be ready to send out.

EXXIIX All my apologles for writing at such length!
Until now I have been making a great effort not to bother
you with detaila of our work, und once I begin it has
proved hard to stop. My heart is very full, und it brims
over with gratitude to you for the gonerous divination of the
poesiblilities for good in The Children's Crusude, a8 shown
by your acceptance of membership on the Jury of Avand.

I'll hope to hesr promptly from you sbout the
promise exacted by ex-President Hoover. A thousend regrets
go with this letter for the enforced breuking of our promise
of leaving the Jury of Award complete ilndependence as to the
‘apportioning of money raised. Any sugpgestlons which ooour
to you ebouf the conduct of the cimpulgn, spreading so like
a waeve, will*be welcomed end heeded you may be sure.

Fulthfully und sinecerely yours,



THE OHILDREN'S8 CRUSADE FOR CHILDREN

fome Questions and Anewera
by Dorothy Oanfield Fieher

(This was written for the National Eduocational Association
Journal and will appear in thelr March humber)

HOW DID IT START? With the flowing together into one
broad stream, of rushing ourrents of thought and emotion in-

gide the minds and hearts of innumerable Ameriocans:----(1)

the passionate wish to preserve our national neutrality; (2)

an equally passionate feeling that that neutrality must not de-
generate into mere selfish ignoble complacency over being safe
while so many of our fellow-men are in agany; (3) a "degent ocon-
cern for the opinion of mankind", to prove to ourselves and to
the world that our far-flung demporacy 1s a ;trong united nation,
as capable in 1940 as ever, of making a noble gesture of that
humane idealism whioh is one of ites most 1living traditione; (4)
a horrified compassion for the plight of the children--=Chinese,
German, Spanish, French, Austrian, Ozeoh, Polish, oh, the long
litany of woel---driven from their homes for no fault of thelrs,
and an alarmed realization that they, like all children, repre-
sent the future of our race and must be gaved from ruin not only
out of ordinary human decenoy, but for our collective future; (5)
an equally concerned feeling that our own American ohildren and
young people, like all of us, have been so troubled by our econo-
mic diffioulties as to ignore, with a forgetful indifference which
is a danger to our oountry, the magnificent political success of
our incomparable Federation; (6) a heart-felt old-Ameriocan oonfi-

denoe that our publio schoole preserve intaot the old=jmerioan ocapa-
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oity for idealistic fervor along grandly broad lines of brotherly,

comradely, human feeling.

WHAT KIND OF MMERICANS ARE BEHIND THE CHILDREN'S CRUSADE?

If all their names were set down here there would be nothing else

on the page. Here are a very few chosen almost at random among
many:---Ex-Fresident Angell of Yale, William Green of the A,F, of
L., Mr, B, D. Bhankland, Raymond Gram Swing, Dean WilllamRussell,
FPearl Buck, Oolonel Theodore Roosevelt, Walter Damrosch, Professor
Charles Beard, Mr, Irvin A, Wilson, President N.E.A. Elementary
Prinoipale Acsociation, Dorothy Thompson, Helen Hayes, Harry Emerson
Foediock, Dr. Charles B, Glenn, Dr, George A. Buttriock, President
Conant of Harvard, Justice Fellix Frankfurter, Ur, Willard Givens,
Mr, J. W, Studebaker, Mr, Arohibald MacLeish, the new Librarian

of Congress, approve and are helping with good counasel,

CONORETELY AND IN DETAIL WHAT I8 THE CHILDREN'S CRUSADL?

After a nation-wide campaign (outside the sohools) of newspaper,
magazine, radlo, movie publioclty about what we hlvaltu?:hlnkful

for and to guard and work for as Ameriocans, and a period (inside

the sohools) of ocentering the regular lessons in American history,
current events, soolial solences, eto,, around the same idea, a mite-
box thank-offering of pennies will be taken during the g;:;g‘wauk

in April (Monday 1pr11-%§: through Wednesday, April %ﬁ} among
dmerican children safe under their own flag to go to the helplees

homeless ohildren without a ocountry, Wherever they are on the globe.

HOW WILL THIS MONEY BE DISTRIBUTED? By an independent jury

of award, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Monsignor Ryan (Direotor of the



National Oatholio Welfare Conference), Dr. Oaroline Woodruff,
former Fresident of the N,E.Ad., William Allen White, and Dr.
Charles B, Glenn, Superintendent of Schools, Birmingham, Alabama,

have already acoepted membership on this jury, Gfas T=tica

-_""""""\ME ‘aun— "a I enny '&‘L
TO WHOM WILL THEY AFPORTION THE MONEY? To responsible,

well-known, well-organized rellef organizations already operating
in the four great fields, Roman Oatholioc, Jewlsh, Protestant, and
non-seotarian, (The Quakers are to be responsible for non-seotarian

relief, )

WON'T A GREAT DEAL OF THE OQOLLECTION GO FOR OVERHEADT Hot

a penny of it. All expenses are guaranteed from another source.

A olear way is thus opened from child to child.

HOW OAN ONE LEARN MORE DETAILS ABOUT THIS? By writing to

Direotor, Children's Orusade for Children, Empire State Bullding,
New York City. And when you write, do remember that we are longing
for advioe, suggestions, instructicne as to how to be moet effective,
from all of you, experienced by personal contact with American chil-

dren in their elassrooms,

HOW ABOUT SAFEGUARDING THE FE2LINGS OF OUR POORER OHILDREN?

There will be no set hour or day for the collection. The mite-box

will stand availlable %o all pupils during each sohool day of that

week in April. HNo one need know what any ohild has given, or whether

he has given anything, Perhaps no ohildren will profit more, spirit-
ually, by this opportunity to make a humane and generous gesture than
our leass well-to-do, When even a penny---1if everyone will do as much--

-=-means real help to real flesh-and-blood ohildren, in desperate need,
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the poorer of our own children can, for onoe, have their share of the

dignity and joy of helping others.

18N'T THIS EXPLOITING QUR AMERICAN OHILDRENf The statistios

as toc the oconsumption of ohewlng-gum, oandy, ice-oream cones and
tickets to the movies, vividly suggest that moet Amerioan ohildren
can give up the price of one ice-cream cone or one bar of chewing

gum without undue privation. If a lnnl; temporary sacrifiocs is in-
volved---go much the better. Sinoce when has a small temporary :;arl-
fioce been considered unwholesome for the human epirit? One of the
anxieties of all educators and parents has long been that our American
children have do much done for them, with so few demande on them to do
for others. After the speoial publicity given both to the remsocns
(our Oonstitution, our Federation) why our own children are not refu-
gees fleeing bombe, and to the plight of children who are without a
country to proteot them, our ochildren will naturally feel compassion
for others, and wholesome thankfulness for thelir own eafety. It is

peyohologioally sound to provide an outlet in aoction to aroused emotiona,

DOESN'T OHARITY BEGIN AT HOME? Does that humane tradition of
Amerioan generosity of which we are all so proud, mean only that we
help others when we have more than we need ourselvea? We are not told
in the Bible that the Good Samaritan said, "Well, since my wife and
children have everything they need, I'l1l help that wounded and bleeding
man over there who will die if I don't, even though he is not a member

of my owmn family."

HOW ABOUT OQUROWN DESTITUTE AMERIOAN OHILDREN? In the first

place, the most des¥itute American ohild is in a haven of safety ocom-




pared to the children of exiles, The nation to which the destitute
Amerioan ohild belongs is remorseful beoause the ohild does not
have wha$ he needs, is %rying hard to take better oare of him, to
open the door to a decdnt future for him. The ﬁltiun to whioch the
refugee ohild formerly belonged has lllﬂlﬂﬂtlhut the door to his
future, And 1nlth| 8edond place because you have a siok ohild in
your home, do you feel justified in not sfllyrring to help a ohild who
has been knooked down by an automobile and ig lyinglntunnud and
helpless on the road in front of your home? No, you open your
heart wide to the need of both ohildren and try to live up to the

magnificent opportunity thus foroced on you for the deepening of your

epiritual 1ife,
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STATEMENT OF IATEST DEVELOPMENTS F THE CHILDREN 'S
CRUSADE FOR CHILDREN WITHOUT A COUNTRY.

A4 plan, non-pertisan and non-sectarian, for securing help for
refugee children from American aschool ehildren -- a "Children's Crusads
for Children without a Country" -- is belng orgonized by a group of
friends of children. Tho national chairman is Dorothy Canfleld Fisher.

e oy The plan 1g this: -- to establish in our Amarican schools eeme d“""“‘"? Lz

Rials e April 1940, vhen each American school child, from

grade school to high school, would be asked during that week to bring as

many Lennies as he 1s yeara old (or anything he could afford to bring, down

to me 1) to go into a fund for all children exiled from their father-

Iand, overywhere -- Chineao, Polish, German, Spanish, Austrlan, Czoch,

Finnish., If this offort is evon moderately succeseful, the sum ralsed will

be lmmsdlately effective oven in such a traglcally vast fiold as that of

these child viotims of our world erisis.

Fut this result would be only a part of tho good we hope will como
of this offort. This campaign ocould be mado the finost eort of lesson in
living patriotism. Toachers all cver tho cowntry are facing with anxlsty a
wintor in which claserocm instrustion in current eventa, in goography, in tho
soclal sclences, will of necwesity lay huavy omphosis on tho nogative olement
of destructive uvil in the world, Wo fuolthat to 3ive ow Amoriecan childron
an opportunity to maks, themselves, a gonercus gosturo of friondliness, direct
to other childron, will hiolp countoract tho nogative impression of overvhslming
evil in human 1lifa. B fortuns, wu arv cnabled to financo this o
ind ont sc_that nono of the monoy raised will go for exponses. A uﬁr

way wi c © nm chl o

This plan is not only to help out in tho tragic situation of refugoo
ohildren, but to help ow Amorican childron realizo how infinitely fortunate
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aven thy poorest Amorican child is, compared to ths childron without a country.
Safu undor tho protoctlion of his own flag, with uvary ono up to tho Proeidont
of the mation concurnod about his wolfars, cagor to crpate around him an on-
vironmont in which ho can dovolop bost, anxious and troubled about him when
such an cnvironmont doos not oxlet, rumoersuful for lacks in hie 1ifs, rojoic-
ing whon things go woll for him -- the Amardean child, no mattor how poor, is
in & blosscd havon, comparcd to the oubeast childrun of thu refuguos. Wo will
prosont tho \gifts brought in dwring "Child Rofugou Woek! as & thank-offoring
of our chlldron for thy blossing of having a esuntry of thelr own to live in.

An lmportant feature of our projoct is the mothed of distribution of
the monoy raised. Our plan 1s to have this dono by & quite indopondcnt Jury of
five woll-known Amoricans of such outatanding reputation t no suspicion of
partiality or unfalrnoss could bu hold agninst tholr dscisions. Thoy would
apportin tho money raiscd to the woll crpanizod commlttoos - Roman Catholie Z
Protostant, Juwleh and Non-Soctarion - now functioning in cvory fi.ld of
rofugoo roliof. Mre. Roosovelt, Monsignor Ryan, and William Allon Whits havo
acccpbod momborship on thiem Jury of Award, as well as Justice Irving

Lehman, ond{ to represent the -ublic schools) “iss Voodrufr and

A list of truly cminont spensors will sccompany our offorts. It la Dr Glenr
anly rocontly, about 3 wouks ago, that the first lottors wore sont out to
distinguishod and roprosontative Amoricsns in all kinds o fiolds, asking thom
to glvo thelr improssions of tho plan and if thoy approve, to holp. FPrac-
tically ovory onu askod has oxprosscd hearty approval, and willingnoss to holp.
They havu many of thom, said that tho pessidbility of holping in this movemont
camo to thom as & groat omotional roliof, from tho torribly pesition of passiva
inaction in which ouwr porfoctly correct and ontiroly dosirable natiomal
posltion of noutrality puts us, Hore 1s o movemont of puro compasslion such as
must be wrung from ovory hoart at overy ronding of tho nowspapers, which can
bo earried on without tho slightost color of non-noutrality or taking seidua.
Nobody can poasibly foul that help to childrun in dusporato tragic nowd con
bo anything but acting according to thc humnitarian and Christian principlcs
on which wo say ow couwntry is foundud. Horu ie somothing, thay fool, to
prove that our political moutrallity dous not mosn cold-hoartod passivity and
Indifforonco to oxtroms human suffring.

Thoro has not boon time for all tho answura to comu in. Hore aro
soms of the names of theso who have written at onco, saying thoy will bo
honored to bo lmown as frionds of the movumont:

n writi to_a 5
Juaticue Folix n—%&w&r*&ﬁm Suproms Cour ::]-:

courss, your propopal makos tho docpost appeal make 1t

mu. What 1s morg tondurly symbolic of our comion/ {; ,0ssible to
humnity and what could mory prove owr own damo-/ - g sponsor,
cratic convictions than to holp thes. rofugos | writes

childron, " -~
Horry Bncraon Fosdlck. \

William Groon (American Foderation of Laber) -- Tha
mest wholo-hoartod approval came from this repro-
sontative of American wago-varnors. ..

geret that his
efficial positic

e S

Ex-Govornor Alfrod E. 8mith of Now York (nctivoly
holping tho work by contributing, froo, a large
offico na eontor in Now York).
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Ir. George A. Buttrick
Raleigh N.C. ,

MrpJ9DtBal (Rand adad11 of Yale -- now Bducatiomal

Direotur of the Educatiocnmal Work of the Natlemal
Broadcasting Co. .

Professor Carlton J. H. Hayes

Frealdent Neilson of Smith Collage

Fresident Irvin A, Wilson of Department of Elemsntary
School Principals, Naticpal Bducation Asscclation |

President Comant of Harvard:; -- "I am heartily in favor ; [ President
of the plan which you propose for a 'Children's (E:onﬂnt felt
Crusade for Children' and hope that 1t will be ).hﬂ could not
entirely succesaful. Certainly such & plan shou a Bpunsor but
bring home to children and their parunts too the [ wished to
blessingas which Amurican chlldren todey roceive." . express all

President Frank P. Graliam of the University of North cﬁﬂﬁ&s AppTOVE

Dorothy Thompson, the columnist (will be glad to writoe
about it in her column wheon tho time comes,)

Charles B. Glenn, Superintendgnt of Schouls, Birmingham, Ala,

Raymond Gram Swing, the Radio Commontator on forelgn nova.

Colonal Thocdore Roocsuevolt

Dean William F. Russell, Twachers Colloge, Columbin Univeraity

Hulen Hays -- the much loved actresa.

Walter Damroach -- dovoted friond of so many thousand
Amorican ochool childyen

Ings Johneon Lewis, Stato Superintendsnt, Colorado

Mre. Arthur Hays Sulzborgor

Ir. Minnie L. Maffett, Preeidont, Hatiomal Foderation of
Businpess and Profespional Womon's Clube

Evory author IM'E ﬁxﬁﬂﬂgu:{g'ﬂggd& ]'EE ﬁlatﬂn ;}&”%%iiﬂﬁé' Rgﬁiﬂ?rﬂ.ﬁ% , articlos,
pocma, for usg in the schools or in broadessting or speaking in publie, has said
yes, with enthusiasm. Among thom areq
Poarl Buck -- the Nobel Prize Winner
Bdnn Ferbar -- who will both epealk and broadeast, sho saya.
Fannle Hurat
Stopien Vincent Bunot
Rubart Nathan
Christophor Morley
Loule Bromf'icld
Booth Tarkington
Inez Haynes Irwin
Lin Yutang
Padraie Colum
Archibald Maclelsh -- tho poot and neow Librarian of Congruss
18 heart and soul with tho ffort and hos promised to
¥rite o pocn for 1it.

And, of cmureu,Dorothy Canfiold Figher; she has laid seld. nll other work
this winter to bo froe to work in this campalgn.

The tontativo plan -- subjoot to change as the public school offi-
ciols think best, s this: -- Aftor o proliminary campaign of broadessting,
spoaking end nowspapur and magnzing publicity, & mite-box will bo placed in
cach school, for a woek in April. A tologram has just como in saying that
tho can manufacturors’ instituto will donate tho boxes to bu wsed -- "up to
a million". :

{ This was the equivalent of a gift of about £18,000.)




Every child will be asked to put in it what he can, to help the
"children without a gountry". ono need know what child has put in.
At the end of the week, the teacher in whose room the mite-box has bsen
standing, or the principal, or perhaps, s guard of honor composed of boy
scouts, glrl scouts, and other students - will take it to the nearsst bank,
which will give him a receipt for it. The bank will forward it by check to
(vest of the Mieelssippi) a bank in Emperia, Eansas, bocause William Allen
White who ie deeply interested in this, lives there. For those sast of the
Mississippi, to a bank in Bennington, Yermont, (because thot is the town
nearest to Mra. Fisher, and tho bank has said they will be glad to do this).
The bank will twrn the money only over to the Jury of Award., This seams to
vbviate the usual troubls of awditing, recelpling and accounting.

The particular interest in this campa ign of many people is not ao
much for the sake of the refuges children, as for owr own Amorican children,
They are, almoat without except lon, abaolutely cblivious of what is being
done for them by thelr country, in the way of achool, protaction and other
Bervices. All the publicity in connection with this will ompheaizo theae
Burvices, bring homs to American children that without our Constitution, they
might be homeless rofugees flosing from bombs, For of courae if our fore-
fathers had not succesded in their swcond attompt to write a Comstitution that
would hold the eountry togethor, cur continent too might have boen a chmos of
woz and migery, with New York invading Delawars with bomba and cannon, aoven
88 Russia 1a invading Finland.

The Children's Crusade appeals to pducetors aa & possibility to
present In a definite way, visiblo and concrete enough Tor even ar
childron to understand, the advantages they have as Amcrican chiEan, and
the source from wnieh thoso advantages coms -- our incomparable Federation.
It would be our 1dua to have the broadcasts » 8yndicated newspaper articles,
overything written and spokon by tho reople an willing to holp in thias,
conter around the idea that Americans mll taks too much ‘a8 & matter of courso
what their country is, and does for thom. The monoy ralsed during “Refugoe
Child Wook" would by prescntod as a groat thank-offoring for what wo all too
much tako for grantod. This is the aspoct of tho movemont which has boen
wapoclally sucken of by Presidont Conant of Harvard, Dorothy Thompson, Harry
Emorscn Fosdick and othera,

Dear Mrs RooseveltP This is not the latest statemont--I don't
scem to have one on my desk enywhere. Thers are evear 50 many
more names--especially of new er edlitors and owners. Norman
Rockwell( you know his asmusi covers of the Saturday Evening
Post) is contributing a poster for the Crusade;

Have I told you---it seems as though I had---that the Crusade 1is
being financed from the ,rofits on the Americ-n eaition of
Hitler's book!. But ve are not meking this rublie, bec use yedt
we passionately vant to keep the novement cne of pure camnpassio n
and pure, ccnstructive Americun uatriotism, with no oolor at all
of irony or hate. _

-'g_..,_l_\ T e W) Jud



CorFY

Arlington, Vermont
December 4, 1939

Mrs. Dorothy Canfleld Flsher
Arlington, Vermont

Dear Mrs. Flsher!

I am heart and soul with you. Not only

that, but this geems to be about the only Commlttee

that has come to my notice to which I could glve my

neme 88 & member. Everything else 1s partlsan; thils
certainly is not. I am not presumlng that my advice
and help will be of any substantlal use to you, but

belleve me you can have both 1ln any way that you ask
within the 1imlts of my time.

Yours sincerely,

Raymond Gram Swing



Copy
Butler Hell Mornin.side Drive New York City
Dear Mrs Fisher
The ideg of ycur Children's Lrusade seems

to Mery Beard and me, excellent. You may use our rumes

&8 you wish. In these times vhen grovn men cre busy vith
destiuectlon, it is a happy thuugﬁt to direct mttention whenever
we can to constructive ﬁalpfulnesa. Whatever the objectivep
good which will be mccomplished by the m ney relsed, the
subjective good bgspegagegegddebeds;. of sacrificial sction
i;yona of the sure things emid o1l our uncerteinties.

I am

Sincerely yours

Charles Beard



CAROLINE §. WOODRAUFF

FRIMCIFAL

STATE OF VERMONT
STATE NORMAL SCHOOL
CASTLETOMN

January 10, 1940

Dear Mrs. Flshar:

I have been away two days up in my old home,
St. Johmsbury, as a witness on a court case to which I
was called, and your letter was walting for me on my
return last night. I

You do me great honor in offering the appoint-
ment noted in your recent letter and I am pleased, yes,
complimented beyond words. The work itaelf on the
Children's Crusade has commanded my attentlon from the
firast and I shall be very glad to serve in the capacity
to which you appoint me.

I appreclate also the good worda you used
concerning my own experlence and activitles, and hope they
do not too highly color the work of this neighbor of yours
in Vermont. What a wonderful work you are dolng. Command
me in any way for assistance.

I shall want to talk thls ‘matter over wlth you
later, but now -

Vu{y sincerely your

s

Carcline 8. Woodruff



Mr, Trvin A, Wilson, President goPx

THE DEPARTHENT OF ELEMENTARY BCHOOL PRINCIPALS
OF THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCTATION OF THE UNITED STATES

Irli Dl!'l.w.t‘-m fleld Figher

Dear lrs, Fisher:

T find myoelf shering with you ¥& conoern
about the 'robleams of edusstion l.mﬁ;un wolfare
invelvi od as resulting from the t o st

uation ﬁ which so great n part of our world finds it
self at this time,

Your plan to have & “iafugee Peak™ established
in our ’meriean publis saho1s in 2prll, st wilch tine
voluntary donasions of -ul{n#ﬁuld be mrde by the puplls
for the puwrpose of slleviuting the suffering of refusee
ohlliren the world over, seems to me to be an eznellent
one. Mot only would thls orfer direct a'c to oppresced
ehildhood but it would serve, at the seue time ap o splen~
did type of soolal tmining and developasnt for the 1s
in our schools who would e wil to dlreot thelr ine
terest, enthusismm and money imto %his ohemusl of hwaan
shildhood relief.

I thask you for glving me an ugprtmlt_r of ox=
preseing my approval “ﬂm a projaot,

¥ith the Fesson's grestines, T am
‘Binnsrely yours,
Irvin n, Mlson

- = Ny ST T
f.-'ﬁ



To The Children

Dedicated to The Children's Crusade

Do you remember the old song?

"Thig 1s the way he sows the geed,
; Itallic
So early in the morning."

This 1s your world, your broad and furrowed flelds.
Here what you plough will bear 1ts frult in time,.
This friendly loam a richer garden ylelds

Then there where the untended thlstles cllimb.

Here are the roses for your hours of grece,

And there the stones to keep your mesdows neat;

You shall declare the future of this place,

What shell be stone, what shall be flower and wheat- -
What shall be love tomorrow when the spring
Returns across this winter and this land,

Bringlng the dogwood and the robln's wing,

Bearing your own sweet summer in her hand.

That this may grow and ripen to your need,

How mark the furrow well, and sow the seed.

is t way he sows the seed,

gseed, sows the seed;

E

Sows

Thig 1s the way he sows the seed

Itellice

Bo early ;gltha morning.



When the State Board of Educstion of Vermont
received the stetement about The Children's 'Crueade
they unanimously, at once, passed the followinz resol=-

ution:-

RESOLVED, By the Vermont State Board of
Education, That it gladly endorses the
movement so rapidly gaining force through-
out our nation to bring to our children

the realization of their privileges in a
country not at war, and their obligation

to aid in every way possible the unfortu-
nate refugee children of war-torn countries,



Janmary B4, 1940

Ry dsar Mre, Fishar:

I waa wory much interested in all your
matarial and I will write a little about the crusade in
my oolomn.

, I am not% surprised at your intervisw with
Mr. Hoover and, of courss, will agres to the promise. I
have come reluctantly to the seme conolusion that 1t would
be impossible for him to do a coordimated job which should
bs dome impartially and without bitterness. I am very scrry
for him, however, ms I think it must make his life a very
bitter thing.

That situation about the achools 18 one Y '.:~
that I have ocome up against many times. I 4o not know what ; y
has spread the impression but I think it is probably dua
to the fact that most of the big publins sohool teachers'
organizations are in favor of federal grents for publio 1
school systems, and they fesl that the Administretion has . s
not advocated alloocating any money in any way. Of course S
this 1s twus, and I think it arises out of a very human i~ BJ
trend] namely, we are apt to let slide along & thing which |

is going fairly well and which doss not hammar at our doors

bsoauss there are 2o many other things whioh forve them-

selvea on our consciousnsss. I have teken an interest in

publie schools but I will make avery effort to get the

idea over to the Fresident's advisers that he might make

a radio address to school ohildren in the publio schools,

and I will try to get im touch with more public school

peopls.

I think you are doing splendid work and
mking grsat progresas.

Cordially,

Mra, Dorothy Canfield Fishar
Arlington
Vermont oD



Januhry 28, 1040

HUra. Roosavelt has agkad
Hrs. Dorothy Canfield Finhar
to stay hare whan nhe oonag
to town next week end. This
li' Juat in eume vou heal from
8T,

H-I- ci r-



DoRrOTHY CANFIELD FISBHER
ARLINGTON, VERMONT
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February 23, 1940

Uesur Hrs, Plahers

I send you ay wera congratulstions on
Your rengrt,

I can not answer your guestiom until
the President returms, but will let you know
43 600R a3 pod.ible.

Very cordially yours,

Mra., Uorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington, Vermont Given to the President



| |
DomoTuy CANFIELD Fisnen
Alll.mn'lr.m.vl:nth”r

Februmzy'zﬂ, 1840

Dear Mrg, Roosevelt:
|
Your note of the 28rd hag
been placed op Mrs, Figherig desk
walting her return on March 2nd
from St. Louigs,

Slncerely Yours,
va -t (o2

Mrs, Carl Ripe
Secretary



March 11, 1940

My dear Mrs. Fiaher;

Thank you 8o mch for your lettar,
1 read ths play erd think it 18 very good amd
1 eu 80 glad you are baving such Bucomas,

Very sinseraly youra,

Mrs. Dorothy Canf'ield Fishar
Arlington, Vt.
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DoROTHY CANFIELD FISHE Lxqh ]
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March'2, 1940, [* \"'ﬁ NeN |
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Dear lrs, Honéevelt: \&¢~ ‘Si”‘jﬁf Qp}
L

I am just back from 8t, Louis, where I
spoke for the Children's Crusede four sepurate tiumee,-—
once at a general session with a large proportion of
the twelve thousand educators there in attendance,
You'll be glad to lkmow, I'm sure, that the Association
passed a resolution endorsing the Children's Crusade.
Since they represent every state and every corner of
every state in the Union, thie is of ocupital importunce,

The Association of State Comuissioners
of Education have also passed u reesolution endorsing
the Crusade, but, although they are of higher ranlk in
the educutional hierarchy than these twelve thousand
superintendents, I don't think that so important as
the endorsement of the larger Convention.

I enclose & copy of a play which is
being sent out (free) to the principal of every Junior
and Senicr High School in the country. In schools
where they feel they cannot use the Mite-box collection
plan, this play cen be presented (as a creative project
in English, American history, dramatics, etc.) by the
students, admission charged &and the young people in this
way carn the money for their share of the collections.
In schools where they can have the mite-box collection,
the play can be presented without admission charged, as
& dramatic project for parents and the general public
of the school,

A play sultable for similar use in the
primary grades called "A Family Talk about War" will be
off the presses in a few days and will be distributed
in the same way to two hundred thousand elementary
gchools,

A hondbook for Teachers---lesson material,
outlines, bibliogrephy, etc,,-—-will go out at the same
time,

: The letters to the private and perochial
schools explaining the Crusade and asking their co-op-
eration will be sent out in & few days. I'll send you---



Mrs. Roosevelt,-2,

Just so you have all this material in hand---these two
items when they are out,

There are ever so meny more news itens tnIl
report on (the nunber of schiools pledging co-operetion
is increasing with ustonishing rapldity) but I don't want
to burden you with details, more than to say the response
has been (to me) sipply extruordinary,

I do hope you had & few days of conplete
rest and relaxation. You are so neccssary to the nation
now, we all feel a proprietary interest in your health.

Devotedly yours,

("DMZ.\%MJ Ak



Eereh 19, 1940

Dear Mrs. Pisher:

I bave uth-dth-umr.upmqﬂm
to Washington ll'llﬂ.lnmqunltl to

for you, He is ®illing, howsver to belp obtain snother
specker if you wiah, l.ndtnh].prmmpun
Wiy possible, becauss he belisves it to be a most
morthehile undertaking,

Very sincerely youra,

B
F
5

Hrz. Dorothy Canfield Figher 0
Arlington, Vermont



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

jdnreh 15, 1940,

WELORAIDUL FOR

WR3. RCOSZVELT

FOR YOUR INFORWATION

F. D. R
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

\ March 14, 1940.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

As Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher outlines
the proposed children's crusade campaign, it
appears to be a very worthwhile undertaking.

T believe that the government should cooperate
with those who promote this campaign, parti-
cularly should Dr. Studebaker in the Bureau

of Education and possibly, Miss Lenroot of
|the Children's Bureuau, Department of Labor,
lend them a helping hand.

In response to the request that you
speak over the radio on April 22nd for ten
minutes to the school children of America in
their classrooms, may I remind you that you
are scheduled on April 15th to address the
Pan American Union on the occasion of its
50th anniversary; that you have the Governing
Board of the Pan American Union to lunch at
the White House that day; that on April 18th
you are scheduled to hold the annual "off the
record" conference -- which usually lasts
about 2 hours -- with the American Soclety
of Newspaper Editors and that on April 20th
you are scheduled to address, by radio, the
Young Democrats in celebration of Jefferson's
birthday anniversary.

In view of these engagements -- all of
which add greatly to the pressure of your work
on or about Aprll 22nd, may I suggest that all

~ this be explained to Mrs. Fisher and that she
be advised of your willingness to help obtain
another speaker and to otherwise help her
campaign in every way possible.

E.T‘E'



MR. ELRLY: Briefly, Dorothy Canficld I
Fisher has written Mrs. noosevelt about a
Children's Crusade she is starting, and |
which hus been approved by numercus schooli
civic organizations, etc. From what I can
make out from her letter, the Crusade is
to help refugee children.' She wants the
President to speak to school children of
America in their clauss-rooms, over the
radio, on April #Znd. (Note murked para-

graph on Fage & u;ﬁ:"& F%ﬁﬁﬂl



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 7, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
3 1. E

What do you think of
thist?

F. D. R.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Miss LeHand for the President

FDR

'To read and answer question,
page 3.

The whole letter may be of
interest.

E.R.
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DomoTHY CANFIELD FISHER
ARLINGTON, VERMONT

February &, 1940.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

There was no time to see you last Monday,
and so although I wanted to comment on the extra-
fine meeting of that morning, had a report to make
to you, and a very important question to ask you,

I came away from Washington without doing either.
I'm always torn anyhow between wanting to tell you
in detail about things and the intense desire to
spare you as many details as possible since you

are alwaye being snowed under with the mass of them.

So I'1ll try to make my letter today a
brief one, although I'm really startled by the re-
eponse being made to The Children's Crusade by all
kinds and conditions of Americans. I would like
nothing better than to tell you the heartening and
beautiful incidents occurring along thie road which
haes been opened up almost miraculously. But I'l1l
just give factually a few of the important devel-
opmente:---The Assoclation of State Commiscioners
of Education at their annual meeting passed a resol-
ution approving it; several states %although our
publicity hasn't even started yet) have voted to
carry the program through; several big city systems
like those of Pittsburgh and Los Angeles have wel-
comed 1t with enthusiasm and are eager to start;
the Superintendent of FPhiladelphia writes me they
will certainly be active in co-operating---and the
letters we have had from individual educators all
over the country, ready to put it through their
schools, are not to be counted.

Magazine, newspaper, and radio publicity
is assured for the month of April when the educational
campaign will be carried on of "taking stock" of what
it means to be an American child, and why our children
are not refugees.

Before going to Washington, (where I
knew the situation to be rather special), I got in
touch with that splendid udre. Doyle and asked her
exactly what would be "correct" for me to say to the
various audiences there who had asked me to talk
about the Children's Crusade and what might make com-



Mre. Roosevelt,-2.

plications in her already complicated work., Then I
followed her instructions to the letter---they were
good and sane ones &8 you'd know they would be---and
after speaking several times and having some long
talks with her, I came away with the immense satis-
faction of feeling that Washington would co-operate

in a way I have tried toc deviee for use in cities
where it 1s simply out of the question to have a
regular mite-box collection. 1've written what might
be called, perhaps, a "patriotic morality play", (I'll
send youa copy as eoon as they are off the press),
called "Liberty and Union" whioch is to go, free, to
the Principal of every Juhior and Senior High Sohool
in the country. It ie not to be put on sale anywhere---
prepared and distributed for the especial use of our
schools. Mrs. Doyle and the other Washington people
l1iked it, thought (as I had hoped) that the presenta-
tion of 1t will be & good opportunity for creative
work in English, in American history, in drama, in
social sciences. In places where it is impossible

to have a mite-box collection, the studente can pre-
eent the play, charge admission and thue earn the money
for their contributions. Children tooc poor to have

an extra penny will be able to do their share by
helping with the play---acting in it, making costumes,
ushering, etc., ete. It really seems like a solution,
and since Mrs. Doyle's approvael of it as a project,

I feel greatly relieved,

So much for my report---although I've left
out the most spectacular things---Governor Lehman'e
eplendid backing, the remarkable way the newspapers
all over the country have responded with offers of
editorial help, the rapidly increasing support from
men and women high in the world of the public school
system (we have two Presidents of the National Educa-
tion Aesociation, one on the Jury of Award and one
as sponsor) and many other people with such official
etanding,

I have the impression, now that I have be-
gun to speak about it,a little, in public, that Amer-
ican hearts are full of horrified compassion for the
exiled homeless children of Eurcpe and China, and of
concern lest the hearte of our own children,---well,
I1'11 set down here a passage from a letter from Mres.
Tryon of the A. A. U. W. which makes clearly articu-
late what so many people write about it:---
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"We shall be glad to include in the April
Journal, which is mailed the first week in April, an
announcement about the Child ren's Crusade. Since a'
the Journal is only a slender quarterly, we have had ([« ../,
to be very chary of space for undertakings outside thp
Asspclation's program, But we feel that our members | ' -,
will be especially interested in this Proposal, no
only because of their concdrn with international re
latione, but also because of their long-time interes
in child development. Many of us have felt the dang
that the sympathies and responsiveness of American chilld-
ren must be blunted as they continually hear of suffe ng
elsewhere - and do nothing about it. The whole gitua-
tion has become so confused and complex that the indivi-
dual feeles completely helpless. And this concrete
opportunity to play a emall part in helping those who
are in such desperate plight will surely be welcomed.
We will make up a note from the material for the N.E.A.
Journal which you have sent, without quoting it exactly, "

"

1 was the person who wae going to write you
"briefly" about this, wasn't I? Well this is briefly
compared to what there is to tell. I have the im-
pression of having touched a match to a well-laid
fire---the fire of old-American creative patriotiem
and genercsity.
£l » S My question, I can put briefly., It's
e p*thiei---would there be any chance that the President
a iy '+ would be willing to speak for ten minutes over the
i i ' radio on April 22nd to the school children of America
; . in their class-rooms, as the first of the many other
' radio talks by distinguished Americans during the ten
iﬂudnya of the Children's Crueade campalgn---some of the
;' Governors to the school children in their own States,
¥ some noted historians, and well-known public figures.
* .1 do not of course mean that he need mention in any
| i - way that part of the Children's Crusdde concerned
' « with giving help to homeless children in other lands:-
only that the impression would be perfect if he could
speak about the great thankfulness we all feel that
1+ our own children are safe under the protection of
u'\ | our own flag, and a government which, sihce the begin-
3 ning of ite existence has never felt i11-will towards
FE sy S0 one child in all ite borders; which is whole-heartedly
o devoted to the effort to do its best for every single
citizen and every clitizen's children and whioh, through
the extraordinary success of the political organiza-
tion of our Federation is able to protect every one
of its children from the fate which is overwhelming
s0 many other helpless boys and glrle, as harmless and



Mrs. Roosevelt,-4.

innocent as ours.

1f he felt he could do this, the effect
would be wonderful. Do you suppose it would be
coneidered "suitable" and desirable? And how does
an ordinary citizen set about asking the President
such a question? COCould you give me a hint about
the procedure to be followed?

With devoted good greetings,

ﬂMIL\ qﬂub T sy



WHAT DO WE HOFE TO GAIN BY THE OHILDHEN'S ORUSADE
By Dorothy Canfield.
To be published in "Progressive Education” of the
Frogressive Education Ass'n.

Before 1 try to answer the question which the editor
of this magazine suggested as the title of my artiole, I'll meed
of course, to tell you, concretely what the Children's Crusade 1is,
and (in the susplocious question of modern times) "who is baock of
it",

The plan ie this:---to eatablieh in our American schooles
the ten daye from April 22 to April 30---when eaoh American school
child, from grade school through high echocl, will be asked to bring
as many pennies as he is years old (or anything he can afford to
bring, down to one penny!) to go into a fund for all children
exiled from their fatherland, everywhere---Chinese, Folish, German,
Bpanieh, Austrian, Ozeoh, Finnish, If this effort ie even moder-
ately sucoesaful, the sum raised will be iumediately effective even
in such a gragioally vast fleld ae that of these child victims of
our world crisia.

1l can't anwwer the gquestlion "who ie back 2f 1t" go
easlly because so many, many distinguished Ameriocans have given an
eager weloome to thie idealistio effort that there would be, if 1
listed them all here, nothing else in the article., S0 1'11 only

samples:
get down a few, taken almost at random as mxsampis:--Ex-Fresldent
Angell of Yale, William Green of the A.¥. of L., Mrs. Arthur Sule-
berger, Mr. 8, D, Shankland, Haymond Giram Swing, Dean #illiam
Russell, Pearl Buck, Oolonel Theodore Roosevelt, Heverend Dr,

Maurice 3, Sheehy, Oathollec University, Walter Damrosch, Professor



Charles Beard, William J. Reagan, Oakwood School, Mr, Irvin A.
Wilson, Preeident N.E.A, Elementary Frincipals Association, Doro-
thy Thompeon, Frofessor William Kilpatrick, Teachers' Oollege,

New Yari City, Harry Emerson Foedic, Professor F., D, Strayer,
Teachers' Oollege, New Y, rk City, Dr, Oharles B. Glean, Dr. George
A, Buttriok.

There are of course ever so many more details you ought
to know to have any idea of this movement, but you can get those
by sending a penny post-card with your inguiries to the New York
offioce of The Ohildren's Orusade, Room 2806, Empire State Building,
New York Oity.

Now you know what The Children's Orueade is and who is
behind 1% and how to get quickly all the other details you'd like,
1 can go on to explaining---so briefly for lack of spacel!---what
we hope to gain by having the movement, already spreading like a
wave, become a really nation-wide effort.

In the first pilne we hope to open for cur American
children in public, private and parochial echools, that outlet in
aotion to aroused emotlon whioh---so every psychologist tells us---
ie ae necessary for mental and moral health, as spinach and orange
julcs are for bodily haalth; OQur children can read, do read, They
oan listen, can't help listening to what is said over the radio,.
They go to the movies. Through all of those channels they are
constantly aware of a horrible power of active evil, working in
the world, caueing intense sorrow and physical esuffering to
hundreds and thousands of inoffensive people, and to untold num-

bere of children, exactly as harmless &8 are our ohildren. To

allow them to receive, over and over, these violent impresesions

of human suffering, sithout making a real effort to help---that
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way lies moral oallousness, a growing indifference to human grife,
whioh is the demonstrated first step to brutality and the
return to barbariem, By providing in The Children's Crusade
s pmaotioal, oarefully though-through, child-eize, real oppor-
tunity to be of help to ohildren, wretohed through no fault of
theirs, we hope to prevent that sour moral stagnation of passivity
in the face of suffering whioh we all know to be pﬁiaun to the
human soul,

We aleso hope to prove to ourselves that our great,
far-flung nation is not (as the Fasclat nations olaim it is,
hope 1t i1s) suffering from moral dry-rot, incapable of taking
united aotion, poverty-stricken, einking and breaking apart
under the welght of 1ts own numbers. Feeling "a decent concern

for the opinion of mankind®, we want to prove to ourselves as

well as to the world, that our great Federation is a strong
united nation, as oapable in 1940 as ever, of making a noble
gesture of that human idealism which is an American tradition to
be proud of,

And finally, we are---as you who read are, as every
man and woman with a haart cannot but be---penetrated with a
horrified compassion for the plight of the homelees children all

over the world, who represent the future of our race, and must be

saved from destruction, not only out of ordinary human decency hut
for our ocolleoctive future, and strioken to the heart with that
compassion we wish not only to give all we adulte can to iuliaf
efforts, but aleo to let our ohildren share in a noble gesture
of brotherly sympathy.

@f this movement, sprung up so rapidly, eeized upon by

men and women everywhere, aoching in sorrow over the, pain of others,



we don't feel that it ia “ours",

It is yours.

It 18 America's. "Long may our land----)"

-4

It 1ie everybody's.



This 18 & resolution to be presented by the Resolutions
Committee of thatgrunt Conference of School Administrators
in 8t. Louis at the end of February when I'm to speak---
three separate times, if I'm still alive by that time!

While we whole-heurtedly -na urgently desive te sreserve the
neutrulity of our country In tha terrible crisie or . - und ruiln
in which humunity ocuteide owr hemisphere is pPlunged, we feel that ouw
nation must jrove to ourselves snd to the vorld th | cur neutrelity
ls not another neme for sterile puseive satisfaction th ¢ ve ure
saf'e while hunirede :nd thousunds of our follow men .o in :zony.
In this proof, it oumnot but be vholes.ms o1 our c¢hilirrn Lo hrve
an oprortunity to show compsscionule helpfulness bo olher childiren
in trigio need. The Children's Orusude, bicked by wny of the most
n.ted educutors,; .uthors, joets, artists, .ublioc covvents cnd hige
torlens of our period, snd sponsored by & long llst df the rinest
end moat ore:tive personulities or the nutien, srovides such un
opportunity im a esrsfully tlhousht-through sni rocbioal slan,
In view of the acute orisis oi° our seriod, nol to be smdquately
met by the rules leid dovm wisely for the running of school 1life
under norm:l comditicns, (e thercfor: recom:end th t zn vxgeption
bo made in those schools vwhieh have rules signdnst collevtions; and
thut the simple, undezunding vrocedurn of Lhe Children's Cruscde,
with its vigorously sctriotlo und educct! nal ITOiTEE, by oerrled

through in our sechocls durin: the lest ten ditys of April.



Arlington, Vermont
March 20, 1940

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

The Children's Crusede ls polng splendldly——--
the number of schools participating rising so fast as
to take my breath away with Joy and rellief, and, as you
have seen, the edltorial comment in newspapers and maga-
zines more unanimously warm and approving than I'd have
dared to hope.

We're now almost through the preparation for the
enormous work of reaching the schools by mall (how enor-
mous you can see from the enclosed memorandum which le
only of mailings yet to go out, with no mention of what
has gone out).

low we are throwing ourselves with all our hearts
into the preparation for educational publiclty----news-
paper syndicated articles and networks of broadcasting
————gbout the underlying principles eof cur American ln-
gtitutions, with which we hope to back up and reinforce
what the teachers of "eivics" andi good povernment teach
their students so falthfully-—-but always out of text
books written in prose, not the most vivid way to reach
young lmaglnatlons.

Baefore we make any definite plans, we would like to
know whether Presldent Roosevelt would feel like starting
these patriotic broadcasts addressed to our school children
in thelr schoolrooms with & ten or fifteen mimite talk to
them---—the Head of our Btate to 1te future cltlzens.

I'm enclosing with this & copy of a letter to him
which I am sending off on this mall----a hard one tc wrlte,
gince there is 8o much to sey and to report on, and yet I
am anxlous not to make the letter so long as to be a burden.

JIt would of course be the veritable crownlng of this
movement which has become & truly hatlon-wlde one, to have
the President strlke the keynote of the message of cou
and cheer and endurance and falth in the Amerlcan tradlition
we are trylng so hard to lmpress on our children.

With such hopes that he will feel he can do thls, and
happy anticipations of seeing you in May at another th%e
House Conference,

oa 1 fmnﬁ;_:diﬁi i? u:::‘ Falthfully yours, p
[T s e E it o - — L ®
gl Ry g RSP S S S S ey
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March BE, 1940

Dsar Mrs, TFisher!

I do not imow whether the President
will do anything about the school chilren's
broadcast but I know you will hear from him
shortly. He has had po much to do be is really
saying no to almost everything and, though I
will urga him, I am not very sure of sucoass,

I think you have done an extreordinary
Job apd I think i1t ought to be continued,

I think your suggestion thet we oon-
tinue your idea is m very good one and it
might be added %0 the Hed Cross and the Com-
munity Chest. I think we should not forget the
shareoeropper children both blmck eand white.

I believe that o very good reason for
continuing it would be thet 1t would start
children sarly in the realization of thair
responeibilities in & democracy.

Thank you for your laet latter whioh
bas just come., I war eo glad to have your long
letter and all the material.

With every good wieh, I am

Very sincerely yours,

mlt

P, 8. As to your postsoript sbout the apeech
in Weshington, I thought you were grandl

Mpg, Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington, Vermont
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~ Dear Mrs Roosevelt:
i Again I am sitting down to tgp out in
L my insccurate amateur typing, something I want to get

[ your opinion on, without emybondy 's else knowing. I haven 't
“ ‘\‘_u yet spoken of 1t to anybody else, not even( this is unusual
ot \ for me) to my husband, because I feel that if you think
& my 1dea is impracticable, or unda:-:irublal why then, 4 '11 never
\, \.. need to spedk to anybody sbout it---for *'d give it up at once.
% LY
A Here 's my iden:=-I1 e ten redly overwhelmed by The Chilldren 's
.  Crusade, partly by the encrmous smount o work to be done,
more intensive and more absorbing then smything I've ever
e done before, even war-work in France. But mostly by the
\\. response to the idea, from thousands of Americ=ns!

i AR People have thrown themsclves into working for it, as if
sl it brought reliel from a great nervous tensinn---the unbeardie
: feeling that there is a traglc need , and that we are
- Q‘ not taking actlon about it. And educstors, parents, --
s ~.. everybody without excepticn---has seemed to fiel that the
\‘h_ possibliity of doing something real for people hess fortu ate
. : than themselves is a vitamin acuf=ly needed by our chi!'dmm
R b and young people.

N As you ecan seel or divine) from the material I am sending you
i S and the President, an immense mpunt of work Ims been dons,
YT r™ a redly incredible lot, in finding aut how to reach the shools,
) in getting through the barrage of “professioralism™ on the
—a - part of officers of edminlstratlon---apparent 'y so little
used to have anybody Tfrom the outside world teke a vivid Inter-tt
. in the schools, as to be disconcerted by 1it! A great deal
L ~._ of money has been spent, ( and at top speed of course) to
k\ ', “orgenize that fleld, toc do the ploneer work of finding out
bhow to conduct such a empaign, which haz mever lEen done

. Pefore.
.
g ,- Now I can ™t bear to think that all that informatlon, organizatlion
. __ effort, good will, will dlssolve into thin air when the

. © Children's Crusade is over. Would it be possible, do you
/ think, to continue this effort In the shape of a permanent
S organlization, to conduct a similar campalgn, mnnualy in the
schools, Tor the benefit of our own Jmerican poorer childmm?
-3, Or rather, to make 1t en exerciss in red democracy 1Or our
“millions of school-children and let them declide by mejority
vote, in what proportions they would wish the money raised to
be given to benefit--well, say, children outside the U.S.4.,
and inside thés country, clty childmm, county childm, and
Negro children. I would like to have the responsibility of
all whit: people for the welfare of Negroes until they and

thelir chi'dren have more of a Talr share of what all Amerbnans
should have. Tecognized and admit ted and mcted on!

But that 's a deteil--just one that happened to come Into
my head as I wrote.

It seems toc me, 1f thia Iba could be carrled out that
it could be made an excellent exerclse, [ that is, action
following on theory) in democraey, and in democracy in an

i'mensely large country. The need to take thouht as to how to
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vote as to the distributim of the money, wold

make inevitable a study of conditions in various

parts of the United States, not| just because questlons
on those condit ions will have to be answered iIn examinatlons
but because one needs more kvowledge Inorder to vota.
The responsibllity of those who have, Tor she evening
things up with those who have-not, actually practised

in this way, wo.ld be, I should thi-k, much more than a
theory in a Sunday school lesson. I on' think of
anything which wauld train our younger geme retion more
surely into accepting the idea that gruat inequality ef
opportunity Just camnot be permitted any longer, in ocur
times and with our econcmic sltuatlon.

I have been thinking of this for a long time, but

qualling at the thiught of the enormous effort needed

tp try to reallze 1t. And of course one of the things

which has ocoured to me, 1s the probable atery o the
ultra-conservatives about “pauperizing™ people. And,
although thet 13 usually Just an alibi for selfishness

ard unwlillinrness to teake one's falr share o sociel
responaibl ity, there is a posslibility in that direction
which one ought to consider. I have trled to comsider 1t,
and I think that dmmger--guch as it is--could be entirely
avolded by having each year's apportioning of the money
done by an annual vote of the chl dren, so that no long
long continued support of any one project codd be underkken.
That is, the children in the schools vwou'd vote| might vote)
more in detall---whether thelr penny contributiims should
go Tor health, recreaticn, better educstiocnal fhellitles,
¢tn the country, 1n the eclties, ete etec I don 't see how
even the ultra-conservatives cou'd oblect to an oceesl-nal
boost up over an obstacle, given by those among our chl dren
who have an economic margin, and so c¢nn help others.

Of course, all this is floating in a vacuum, ea far as
practicnl conslderntlions are concerned. Where wouald the
money come fram, te carry on the campelgn---for 1t takes

a god desl of course to resch such an irmense system as

our school system. W¥ell, I think perhaps one of the
Foundatliona, especlally inter<sted in adus tion, might
Tinanee it. At any rate, sinoce all recordsol the Children’s
Crusnde are to be preserved and deposited in the Library of
Congress, the frame-work of the effort will never have to
be invented again.

I heven % set down yet, I see, my chlef reasocn for
thinking this might be veluable---nc, it ls not getting help
to needy chi.dren, unspeskably valuanble as that would be.

My chlef remson 1s that this kind of annual responsible
taking thought, as to the needs of different parts of our
country; would began where 1t should begin, in ohildhood,

the hablt of thinking of our country as a whole, wald

be & valld and real preparation for tDRt broadening of our
attitude towards the who e naticn, which is a matter of 1ife

and death for us in the future, as rapld means of communicntbn

meke the country geogrephic~lly one, as it newsr has been
before. :
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Havel said enough to give you any idea, at all, I wonder
of what 18 in my mind? It is not very deflnite, what's in
my mind---mostly just nn idea. Such as it 1s,T hand it over
to you to ask you whether ycu thirk if is worth thinking dmut
ANy more. |
One thing is sure, as far as the actusl running of such
an Annual crmpaign is amcerned, 1t could not be carried on
tn the improvising way The Children 's Crusszde has been
developed. MNobody could work so hard, year after yecn
as we have all worked on this emergency mensure. fou'd
drop dead! It wold have to be run by professicnals---
I don %t mean professional publicity people, Heaven forfend--
people who made it thelr vhole work. And by that token I
would wanish from 1t, except in an advisory cipacity, and
doing expository writing---after all,that is what I am, s
writer, rot an orgenizer. And if I survive this effort, I
will never never undertake anything so far out of my fleld
and so far beyond my physicel ability to handle. But
the Foundati ns are run--snd some of them pretty Well, too--
by professionals, who do mot turn to dust on the job &t A1,
just because it is permanent. I think that need not be an

obstacle.

Let me know---just a line---what your impression of this
is, and then, when I see you in May, or perhaps before, for
I am to be in Washington for = meetirg of the Youth Commision
April 15th and 18th, we cun perhaps have a talk about it.

Did I ever, in my life, write so much to &ny topeople
as I have today, to you and the President! You'll have to
read it serially! :

with such admiration snd faith
Devotedly yours,

hi" L gty gk,

oy iy e W oo s |
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1,000,000 Colleotion-onna. These will be distributed direct to lu{::].l. by mail or

BEproBs .,

| rinted aaterial.

1.

2

Liberty mnd Unlon~— —— — 56,000 oopies pricted
A Pamily Talk Abowk War ————[15, rPe— = "
Doro Canfield Address at = »
Bt. :ym o iezaiy alveiiar) |  PIE 10V

Forman Rookwell poster —mm——— [5p, prt— "

Teacher's Hamdbock ——————f( oyp— "

E-page Expository oliroular }

fitat Children's Crusade im 3o, o0

To Approximately 6000 City and County Superintendesnts. The alm here is twofold;

to ght offieinl approval of the campalgn in their Jjurisdictjions, and to keep
them fully sdvised. Two mallings have gone out to tham, wi cards for aig-
patura, (Sample marked A). To thie date (karch 13th) about 600 have
authorized participation, representing probably 1,750,000 children. They
are continuing daily in good volume. My estimate is that with the next two
mailings thie will reach at least 1500, sbouwt 258, which I would consider
excepticnel for m mail campaign., These will be simply the suthorised parti-
oipants, by card, and will not constitute by any means the entire particips-

The lot mailing to this group wms informatory, enclosing the G-page expos-
itery circular, with covering lettar.

The EZnd enolosed the play, LIBEHTY AND UNIOYN, and was timed to reach tham
after the 8t. Louls Convention.

fhe 3rd will go out March 1Bth, and will encloss the Teacher's Eandbook;
the Norman Hoolwsll Foster; the play -- A FAMILY TALE ABCUT WAR; and an
airmall reply card, with same copy, Sea=ple A.

The 4th, golng out about April lat, will enclose a sasple can, encther lettar
and another airmail reply card.

If mecessary, thers will be other mallings to this group, which is small end
pot expensive te ciroularize. All these lotters, by the way, are perscnsal ==
that im, with filled-in salutations.

To 130,000 cne-rocm schoole. These we regard as enormously isportant, but be-

cause of their number can't afford to mall more than onoe. They must be
approached cnoe, direct, becsuse we can't raly on county superintendenta
doing a thing about them.

(n dpril lst we are going to send, in a specially prepured mailing tubs, a
ningle sollection-oan to the entire 130,000. With it will bay & 2-page
letter, the expositery olreular, and the Dorothy Canfleld address at 5%t. Louis.

We ara all very snthuslastic about this mailing, and are surs of good results.
Inoldentally, it is doubkiul "rl_u_th_nmnﬂmu eazpalgn han ever gottan
dowm to these grass rootsa.

To 60,000 Two-to=-Five Tenoher-sghools =- slemantary grades. Toese, of courss,

ars ales country schools. Again thers are too many, with present rescurces,
to mail more than onosi

They will receive, about April lat, a mailing tubs, like the oms-room schools.
In this thers will ba; oos collectlion can; & Norman Rookwell poster (not
inoluded to the one-room sohools teonuse of expense)) the expository olroularg
the Dorothy Canfield Bt. Louils addresa; and a two-phge lotber.

The letter will suggest that they get in toush with the County Superintendent
for the Teasher's Handbock, Also, it will explain that the can is but a
sample; 1t will be too late to get other cans to them and will tharefors sug-
 geet that the ohildren make up ssaled eardboard boxes if additional collec-
tion materinl 1s found necessary. Also, by the wmy, 1t will supgest they
have u patriotic entertairment (to which tlckets can be sold) if 1% is too
lats te glve the play, A FAVILY TALK ABOUT WAR, and if they are unauthorized
to make direst collections from ohildren.



If, happily, we can raiee snough additionsl money in time, a second mailing
to this group (about April 10th) would be advisable.

4. TO 12,000, llTr slementary schools in towns of from 1000 to 3000, Hers we

woere stymled, so far as sending collsctlon oans is concerned, by the great
difference in size of the schools, and the sxpense of mailing many cans,
A different approach was therefore necessary.

These schocls, on Karech 18th, will be sent a malling consieting of the fol-
lowing: & two-page lobber; the expository oiroular; the play A FAMILY TALX
ABOUT WAR: the Dorothy Canfleld spesch; a Norman Rockwell poster; mand a
raply alrmail card.

The reply will come to New York. It meks them to tell us how many cans
they want; whether they want extra coples of the play, Since this is golng
out right eway, there will bs time to ship the cans ordered by expross.

6. To 25,000 Elementary school primoipals in all towns and cities over 3000. This

blankets all eleomentary schools other than thoss above, and inoludes the big-
gost citles.

The malling will go cut March 18th, and will bs the same as the one imme-
diately preceding, except that the Teacher's Handbook will be included here,
and not there.

6. 26,000 High-Schocl Prinoipals. These have alroady received the expository
oireular, & copy of LIEERTY AND UNION -- the high-schocl play.
A sscond mailing, poing out March 18th, will inelude: a 2Z-page letter; the

Toacher's Handbook; ancther copy of the expository eirecular (lest they forget);
and the now Norman Hockwell poster; and an ailrmall reply amrd.

This reply card will come to Hew York, and will be sinilar to that of =alling
5 == and with the sams purpcse in mind.

T« To 1000 Catholic Bchools. The malling has already gons oub; cans, posters, and
other material will be sent as ordered.

8. To 1500 Privaete Schools. Thls tooc has gone out; cans, poaters, and educational
material will be sent to them as ordered.

8. To 3500 Editors of High-School Publications. This is o malling, over William
on ols & ure, announolng & prize for the bast Children's Crusade
issue, with many suggestions for editorial material.

Orpanigation of Mailling, The detall of handling all these mailings is in the hands
of Mrs Louis Kleid, of Meilings, Ino., New York, who ls doing it at cost and
parsonally supdrvising it. It could not be in more efficient hands, in our
opinien.

Dietribution of Cans. Uir. Kleid will mlso take care of the distributien of the cans.
(oe million of these will begin being received about April lst.

Distribution here is a complicated problem, but has been thoroughly arrangsd
for. kost of it will be done from MNew York direct to the schoola by express;
soms from Baltimorse, where the ocans are being manulactured. This 1s aside
from the individual cans that will be sent in meiling tubes, in tho two mail-
ings above listed -- to the 130,000 cns-room schools, and the 50,000 two-to-
five teacher schools.

Later Mail + This, we fesl, is an extremely thorough coverage. It is, of course,
ent of all tha outside publicity -- in magagines, newspapsrs, through
movies, and tho radio, mnd erganirations -- whioh is well-organised and about
ready to bresk; snd which will, of course, back up this direct work with the
schoole.



March 87, 1940

Dear Mra, Ficheri

j ﬁn been asked %0 write a letter
approving tShe nomination of Clara Burtom's
pame for Hall of FYame and am delighted to do
80,

I think her work mekes har ona of
our outstanding citirens and entitles her to
svery resognition.

Sinceraly mn,

Mrs, Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington
Vermont



78Burdit,
Nyacl, N.Y.
March 15, 1940

Lir. Halph W, llagee
Adminicstrative Officer
Soclal Correcspondence
Washington, D. C.

Dear llr. llagee:

Thank you so much for your letter
of the l4th. :

Mr. Epler wishes me to advlse you
that letters malled after llarch 15th wlll not be
too late, in helplng to elevate the name of
Clara Barton to the Hall of Fame.

He would consider 1t a personal
favor, if upon Mrs. Hoosevelt's return, you would
refer this matter for your attention.

Sincerely yours

e /7
. _:;%ﬂﬁ-‘-l.—-{* At o

Secretary to lir. Epler

-

Jt
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¥
ApfIL's, 1940

Dear Sponsory %A

This is an interim report on the CHILDREN'S CRUSADE
FOR CHILDREN.

Weo eonclose Crusaede material which has already gone
out to 231,000 elementary schools in the Unlted States, to 26,000
high schools, to over 6,000 city and county school superintendente,
to 112 diocesan superintendents and to 2,000 principals of private
schools.

Over 700 newapapers in the country have published news
stories on the Crusade, and over 200 editorimls. About a dozen of
the latter were negatlve, ths cthers very friendly.

We are sending you the Norman Rockwell poster.
you will agree that it is & strong and beautlful Jeb,

I think

Il Megazing articles have begun to appear In the Ladles

Home Journal, Good Housekeeping, Household Magesine, Parents'
Magazing, and by the end of the campaign over fifty national maga-
zines will have published editorials or artlcles about the Crusada.
This does not include educational journala, organizational bulletins
or religious publiocations.

Radic developments are in the offing, and you will be
kopt informed of the arrangements as they are mada.

As you read over the material, you may have suggestions
as how to better carry on the Crusade., Please lat us have your ad-
vies.

Fith warmest thanks for your cooperatlom,

Binocsrely yours,

Mo o

Chairman

| LITERARY COMMITTER: Prarl Buck, Chairman, Gervnude Aiberion, Benie Bearry, Svephen Vincens Bendr, Willam Rose Bendy,
Murion Canby, Srevetary, Sarsh M, Cleghom, Padraic Colum, Edns Ferber, Joha Gunther, Famnie Huni, Inex Hagnes Irwin,
Chrisapher Morley, Robert Mathan, Chagles G, and Kashleen Noerls, Bellamy Panidge, Yincene Sheran, Cornelia Oy Skinner,

Ida M. Tarbell, Booth Taskingson, Dosuthy Thompion, Hendrlk Willem van Loon, Margarer Widdemer, Lin Yeung



April 15, 1940

Dear Mrs. Fisbers

I am su very sorry that, as I will
be at Hyde Park om April 21, I cannot take
part in Jnnf broadcast.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. UYorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington
Vermont
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E':qu’ 5 DoROTHY CaAaNFIELD FISHER
L‘- # Il" ARLINGTON, VERMONT

April 1, 1940.

Dear Mrs., Roosevelt:

What'e now planned for the opening
broadcast of the Children's Crusade probably
for the evening of April 2l1st 1s a half-hour
presentation of the Children's Crusade patrio-
tic play "Liberty and Union". This is being
arranged by Dorothy Gordon, that great radio
favorite of children, who is working with
ardent enthusiasm for the Children's Crusade,
and who has enlisted a number of well-known actors
to help.

Could you i%troduca this with a two
or three minute talk: All those enrolled in
The Children's Crusade (and they are now num-
erous as an army---Americans from all parts of
the country---) hope with all our hearts that
you will feel like giving this help to the good
cause. You could of course be "picked up", in
the radio phrase, wherever you were at that
time.

With warmly friendly greetings,

. Sincerely yours,
D, (O , )
2CF/gfr JL\ wafuld J
} 1] I'rf

pef |
N

{ N : ! ;
L Ly
1, I.|' I l- # .‘.“\r
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Letter from \Dorothy Canfield Hahor:"- Arlington, Vermont, dated
May 14, acce -appointment on National Advisory Comnittes

for Community Service Projects, sent to lrs. Kerr, 5/20/40.
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- CHILDREN'S CRUSADE FOR CHILDREN

Zmpi/&e Stale .:S’m'/&'n?, New York

PEMNSYLVANIA 6-4343

vad

Mre. Bleanor Roocsevelt

The mhite Houwes
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mre. Roosevelt

W 2

PEABL BUCK, Litrary Chairmas

WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE « HOM. IRVING LENMAN
DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER » DE. CHARLES B GLENN » ARDLINE 5. WIHIELFF

May 25, 1940

~AD

The group of individusls which cperated as the children's
Crusade for Children has on lepal advice formed itself
into a corporation, amd in order to transfer the funds
from the group to the corporation, the County Naticnal
Bank in Bennington deems it necessary to have the Jury

of pward approve the transfer of the funds,

Will you therefore plesss sign the enclosed paper as a
member of the Jury of Award om the line indicateds

So ? 1
widh. "}

ol

Preaiden

Ar"j,- - &«6.-'? h'#“m“'h[:\ ‘6/ Coticne.

clledious ™

Led

pese

Cordially yours,

CHILDREN'S CRUSADE FCE CHILDREN, Ino.

ae o) Forbias

&

e W

i

B |40, é0° to

L
[ e o

e Beairy, Seephen Vincent Bendt, William Rose L
t, Jobn Guether, Fannie Hurse, Inex Haynes Irwis,
Robert Mathan, Charles G, and Kathlen Norris, Bellumy Pareridge, Vincent Sheean, Comelia Ouia Skinmer,
llem wan Loon, Margaret Widdemer, Lin Yuung



CHILDREN'S CRUSADE FOR CHILDREN

EMPIRE STATE BUILDING . NEW YORK CIry

LAckawanxay 4.6629
I

JURY 0F AWARIN

VIRCHENEY CANFIELD FISHER, Chairman FLEANOR RiMsEvEL]

MEs HEMRY 5 CANBY, Aevielany PRTREDD TN CANFILLD FISHER
FEARL BRICK, §in vary Chair i MIONAIGAOR JRIS %, RYAN
TR IR ING, Pire i WILEIAM ST EN Wil E

Caroline 3. Woodruff
. Dr. Charles B. Glesan
Nay 23, 1840 Hon. Irving Lehman

0 County National Bank
“F Bennington
o Vermont

Gentlemen:

This is to inform you that the growp of individuals
known and operating praviously as the Children's
Crusade f'or Children, have organized themselves
into a corporation known as the Children's Crusade
for Children, Inc.

As the treasursr of the eriginal group of indivi-
duals, I hersby authorize you to transfer to the
corporatlion's mccount all moniss now and hereaftar
deposited in your bank in the name of the Children's
Crusade for Children.

Cordially yours,

CHILDREN'S CRUSADE FOR CHILDREN

Btz Bt

Treasursr

¥i/s

The foregolng transfer is approved .,

Vember of the Jury of Award
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THE WHITEHOUSE WASHINGTON DC 20 BOJN 20 PH 6 33
MRS FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT=

HYDEPARK DUTCHESS COUNTY NY= /(ID

}JAMES LANIGAN AND -FRANK DAVISON UNUSUALLY INTELLIGENT AND
"PATRIOTIC YOUNG HEEUERD GRADUATES WITH MUCH PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE IN C C C CAMPS HAVE SOME PRACTICAL AND CREATIVE
IDEAS FOR DEVELOPING THE PRESIDENT'S UNIVERSAL SERVICE
PLAN IN C C C CAMPS WHICH THEY ARE MOST ANXI0US TO TELL YOU
ABOUT AT ONCEw THEY WOULD GO ANYWHERE TO SEE YOU FOR HALF
HOUR TALK NEXT SATURDAY OR SUNDAY-=w IF YOU WILL WIRE ME HERE

IF THIS IS POSSIBLE | WILL NOTIFY THEM AT ONCEs BEST °
GREET I NGS= ' /

/ DOROTHY - CANF IELD FISHER.!,

cf Crmlnaics

THE COMPANT WILL APPAECIATE SUGOESTIONS FROM [T8 PATRONE CONCERNING 1T BERVICE
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MRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT=

WB334 57 3 EXTRA=NEWYORK NY VIA WHITEHOUSE WASHINGTON DC 24
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(1' I o JUll s B4 43

/
CHILDRENS CONTRIBUTIONS TO CHILDRENS CRUSADE STILL COMING IN
WILL TOTAL SOMETHING OVER ONE HUNDRED THIRTY FIVE THOUSAND.,
"HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH MAIN DISPENSING AGENCIES How
OFERATING ABROAD AND SITUATION IS SO CONFUSED WE ARE

ADVISED IT 1S BETTER TO WAIT LITTLE WHILE BEFORE APPORTION ING

MONEY, DO YOU AGREE PLEASE WIRE REPLY ARLINGTOH, VERMONT.
.=DOROTHY CANFIELD [PISHER.

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATROEA CONCELNING ITS AERVICE
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MRE DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER

ARLINGTON

VERMONT

I AGREE WITH YOU THAT IT IS BETTER TO WAIT A LITTLE WHILE

BEFORE APPORTIONING THE MONEY

ELEANOR RCOSCVELT



July 14, 1940

Dear Mrs. Fisher:

My vote as to the rercentage of Children's
Crusade wouey whioh should go to Chinese children
.iﬂ .. 2‘“‘-

Sineerely yours,

Ers. Dorothy Canfield Fisher



DomraTHY CANFIELD FISHER
ARLINGTON VERMONT

July 9, 1940

Dear Mra, Roosevelt:

An opportunlty presents ltself for an
especlally signlificant occamlon to present to
Chinese children the money apportioned by the
Jury of Award from the Children's Crusade col-
lections. On July 22nd (or perhaps the 26th,
the date 1s not quite settled) Pearl Buck 1is
to present publicly to the Chinese Ambagsador
(to go to the regular Chinese Médical Ald Com-
mittee) a fund ralsed among Ameriocan women &s a
glft to Chinese women. We have been asked to
make at the pame time the presentation of money
ralsed by American children for Chinese children.

This seems to us & most sultable time, and
we hope 1t will be possible quickly to take a vote
by mail of the Jury of Award as to the percentage
of Children's Crusade money which 1s to go to Chi-
nese children.

Will you kindly write as soon as posslble
what your vote will be? We had thought that from
fifteen to twenty percent of the total would he a
sultable amount. ut of course 1t lies entirely
in the hands of the Jury of Award to decilde the
amount. The total sum ralsed by the Children's
Crusade is now about $136,000.

We will very shortly be in a position to
inform you of the latest developments in the fleld
of European rellef work, aes I expect to go to New
York next week to see the heads of several such
agenoles, to see what they now think about the slt-
uation.

With every good wish and so many thanks to
you for taking on this responsibility,

Falthfully yours,
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July 24, 1540

Dear Mrs.Fisher:

I read your letter of July 20
rith a great deal of interest. MWothing warth
while was ever done without encountering some
obstasleal

Yery sincerely vours,

Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Aarlington, Vermmont
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April 22-30, 1940

CHILDREN'S CRUSADE FOR CHILDREN

Empine State Building, New lork
PENNSYLVANIA 6-4343

DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER, Charmas + MHS. HEMEY & CANBY, Matipnal Sroreiey » PEARL RULK, Ldiwrawy by mmim

JURY OF AWARD: ELYANOR ROOSEVELT « MSGI JOHN A RYAN » WILLIAM ALLEN WHITH « HOMN. IRVING LEHMAN
DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHRR = DE. CHARLES B, GLENN » CAROLINE 5 WUIMIIELFF

Arlington, Vermont
July 20, 1940

Dear Mrs, Roosevelt!

I write to report that the vote-by-mall about
the share of the collection of the Children's Crusade
to go to Chinese chlldren was unanimously in favor of
Iwenty percent. So that amount (about 427,000) will
be glven on July 26th to the American Bureau of Medl-
cal Ald to China. We feel a great Joy and satlsfac—
tion in this, and know that you will share it.

Next week I will be in New York for a few days
end will see several of the heads of the Refupee Ald
agencles, securing reports from them. I will make a
report to you about these interviews, as soon as poa=
sible after that. The matter of the Hoover rellef
commlttee, now for Polish rellef through the Poligh
Committee, will be the subject of the next vote, My
understanding 1ls that they have walved the "require-
ment" for twenty-flve percent of our colleetions, and
will simply pwdst reports of thelr work, like the
other relief agencles. But since they now include work
for Polish as well as Finnish children, 1t is quite pos-
slble, I should say, that our Jury of Award will feel
1llke granting the twenty-five percent. Thie will be
for the Jury to decide after seeing the reporta,.

Pernaps I should also report to ¥oUu====although
the matter 1s probsbly not lmportante-—--that the Chil-
dren's Crusade has been under critlclsm from the come
muniste (especilally those few who are teaching in the
public school system of New York City) and also from
& representative of the military-minded, in the person
of a retired army officer, Major Fries, who, with his
wlfe, edite a small mon of 8 few pagea. I have
MMtﬂdWammmrﬂtmnmm.mnhaﬁﬂﬂﬂh
represents thelr ideas on American education, but I
find no public confirmation of that., Ongeof the main
purposes of the perlodical 1s to attack forms of
what 18 called "progressive educatlon, * as red, come
munistic and tending to overthrow our government,

LITERARY COMMITTEE: Frarl Buck, Chairman, Gertrade Athercn, Beisie Beearry, Stephen Vincen: Bende, William Rose Bends,
Marion Canby, Secretary, Sarah M. Cleghom, Padraic Colum, Edna Ferber, John Guncher, Fansie Hur, lnes Hagnes Trsin,
Chrisopher Motley, Robere Nathan, Charles G, and Kathleen Moeis, Bellamy Parindge, Viecent Sheean, Comselia Ouis Skinner,
Ida M. Tarbell, Bosth Tarkingion, Dorothy Thompson, Hendrik Willem van Loon, Margares Widdemer, Lin Young.
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Roosevelt---02 July 20, 1840

MajJor Fries objected very much to the high school play,
"mAiberty and Unlon"®, sent out by the Children's Crusade,
of which you have all hed a copy, I think. In that, as
you may remember, War, ag & way to settle dlfferenceascf
opinion, was constantly shown in comparison to the Amer-
ican way of pemceful Federatlion, and appeal to lew-courts,
to be violent, full of 111-will and stupld. Ma)or Fries
objected to thlis presentation of War, and has been ener-
petically criticizing the Children's Crusade in each
iessue of his small monthly.

Since this ls a free country, where everybody haa
the right to express hls own opinlicne, we have pald no
attentlon to this, But in the June lssue he printed a
factual statement about the finances of the Children'e
Crusade which gave the most absurdly falee impresslon of
thern----ag was ghown by several anxious and troubled let-
ters we recelved from schools which had contributed to
the Crusade asking if 1t was true ss MajJor Fries intimated
that elghty percent of all contrlbutione had been spent
for expenses, with only twenty percent golng to refugee
children.

Thie of course was & libellous statement. I wrote
a letter telling him the facte---=that 1s, that not so
mich ag a postage stamp or one telephone call had been,
or would be pald from the chiliren's contrlbuted pennles,
and agked him to print this. He replled that he con-
pldered my letter no proof of the truth of the statement
and he would not print i1t. BSo we were obllged to send a
lawyer to him with notarized proof of the complete fl-
nancing of all expenses of the campalgn from outside, and
of the fect that all pennles contributed wlll go direct
without any shrinkage to refugee children in need. Thus
obliped to correct his statement mbout our finsnces, he
saye he will do so but wlll contlmue hls eritlclem of the
purpose and methods of the Children's Crusade centering
hie atteck on the amount of money spent on our educational
campelgn (for almost &all fhe staff work was done by volun-
teers, with only four pald people, and the usual stennog-
raphers) the purpose of which he disapproves.

I enclose a copy of the letter to Major Frles, so
that you can be au courant, =t of a matter, rather

LITERARY COMMITTEE: Prasl Buck, Charrmar, Gerrade Arbenon, Bessie Bearty, Scephen Vincent Bende, William Bose Bendr,
Marion Embg, Feovatavy, Sarah N, Cleghom, Padraic Colem, Edna Ferber, Joha Guather, Fannie Hursi, Inez Haopnes Irwin,
Cheisiopher Modley, Bobert Machan, Charles G. and Kathleen Mortis, Bellamy Pansidge, Vincent Sheean, Cormelis Ous Shinner,
Ida M, Tarbell, Booid Tarking Dosothy Thompson, Hendrik Willem van Loon, Margares Widdemer, Lin Yutng,
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July 10, 1940

Lajor Genmeral Amos A. Fries, Editor |
Friendg of the Publio Schools of America

702 Albee Building

16th & G Strasts

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

In your June issus you published a short statement, the implication
of which was that the pennies donated by the school children of the
nation in the Children's Crusade for Children were spent prineipally
for administration expenses of the campaign.

Since, in every statement by the originators of the Crusade, it was
snnounced thet every cent donated by children would be given for re-
lief', this article would indicate a grave violation of trust on the
part of the Jury of Award, consisting of Eleanor Hoosevelt, Monsignor
John A. Ryan, William Allen White, Honorable Irving Lehman, Dorothy
Canf'ield Fisher, Dr. Charles B. Glenn and Caroline S, Woodruff.

I have no doubt that you are loath to spread the impressien that such
& viclation of trust has cocurred among such prominent American citi-
zens, if 1t is wholly untrue. It is wholly untrue, and accordingly I
feel sure tnat you will be happy to print this lettsr giving the full
facts, so that any damage tQat may have been dons to the reputation

of the members of the Jury of Award will be corrected amaol; those who

may have read the artiele referred to. i

The facts ars as follows:

The Children's Crusade fnrﬂildrau was comeeived primarily as an edu-
cational movement mmong American children more than as a philanthropio
enterprise. Its prime pPUrpose was to meke vwivid to American children
the difference betwesen the comparatively happy conditions of thoir life
in this free country and that of many foreign children, and they were
asked to contribute their own pennies for child wvioctims of war == down
to a single penny -- because it was felt that such tiny saerifices would
make vivid and personal to them, more than teachers' words could, the
realization of what a free country meant to them as children.

Beoause of this dual nature of the project, two completely indspendent
receipt funds were set up. One was an administrative fund to carry on
the necessary educational campaign amongy children. Frivate contribu-
tions from adult contributors only were sought for this fund. The
total payments for the campaign met wholly by these private contribu-
tions -- principally edusational in their nature and to & minor degree
administrative -- wore 364,593.84 wp to June 30, 1940.

The second roceipt fund set up was that of the penny contributions from
school children. This was the trust fund to be apportioned by the Jury
of Award. Collesotione were made for this fund in the schools for & ten
day period from April 22nd to #pril 30th. Collections began coming in



#2. Major General Amos A. Fries July 10, 1840

after this period to two banks -- Citlzens Wational Bank, Pmnoria, Kansas,
west of the Mississippi, end County National Bank, Bannington, Vermomb, eest
of the Missisaippi. (In New York City the collsctions from the scheols
were made by the Colonial Trust Company.

The total reseived to Jume 30th in this trust fund was $135,304.84. Lot

one gsnt of ths receipts of this fund have been spent for the preliminary
educational and sdministrative work; ner will one cent of 1t be spent for
that purposs. Thoss expenses, a8 gtated above, are completely covered by the
money raised and pledged by individual independent contributlons to the other
fund.

In accordance with the statements mads all through the campaign and since,
the pennles raised f{rom children -- over 13,500,000 of them -~ will be ap-
portioned by the Jury of Award, on behalf of American children, to exlsting
American relief crganizations actuslly operating in relisving hunger and
disease among child viotims of the war. The final spportionment has been
delayed on the adviee of rellef adninistrators abroad becauss of tho war
events in Burope within Lhe past six weeks, which has temporarily disrupted
& numbsr of the organizations carryling on actual relisf work in Hurcpean
ATOAS .

The above facts mbout those two funds make evident the reason for the er=-
ronsous impression given by the flgures you quotsd in the srticle from the
State Department's raport. The State Department, ms you know, raquires re=-
ports svery month frem all organizations collecting money for ralisf abroad.
Cur maﬁﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁﬁh which your article referrsd to was that of April 30th, by
which date -- singe children's colleotions were just bezimning to be ro-
ported -- very little money had been regaived in the trust fund referred to
above. Practically all of the recaipts reported to the State Dspartment as
of April 30th conaisted of independent donatlons -- not from chi ldren -- to
the separats administrative fund desoribod ebove.

In the State Department's form of repori, 8 standerd one, receipts are not
identifisd as to purposs of expenditure. The Stats Department, however,
was fully advised about the above-described procedurs and -- although thelir
fixad form of report does not allow this full picture of the Children's
Crusade finaneial set-up to appear on its faga == wa have been told that
the responsibla of ficials of the Department have been verbally informing all
inquirers of this as tual situation. iriecr to publieaticn of your artlele,
inquiry at the State Department of the rasponsible offisials would have
disolossd it to you. It will disalose 1t now, if you wish to confirm the
facts in this letter.

In view of these facts, and the damags done to the reputation of the members
of the Jury of Award by the publication of your articls, on thelr behalf, I
ask that you print this letter entire, and I fesl sure you will be nappy to
do 8Os

In & letter dated June 26, 1940, addressed to the Hational Chairman of the
Children's Crusade for children, Dorothy Canfield Flsher, you stated that you

wished to print "only things for which we have written proof”. I &m, accor-
dingly, having this letter signed and sworn to belore o notary publie.

Very truly yours,
CHIIDREN'S CRUSADE FOR CHILDHEN, Ine.
HS/®
Troasurer

Sworn to befors me this 10th day of July, 1940.
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HERE 1S TENTATIVE ALLOTMENT SUGGESTED OF APPROXIMATELY

135,000 TOTAL COLLECTED CHILDRENS CRUSADE; $22,500
EACH TO CHINESE :FRENCH POLISH JEWISH ENGLISH CHILDREMN.
ALSO $7,500 EACH TO FINNISH BELGIAN AND DUTCH CHILDRERN.,
MONEY TO BE DONATED TO PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS HOY OPERATING,
NOT RED CROSS5 WITH COMDITION IT BE SPENT FOR FOOD AND
WEDICINE ONLY EXEPT IN CASE OF ENGLISH CHILDREN, VHERE
TRANSPORTATION TO UNITEDSTATES AND OTHER HELP TO LOW
INCOME CHILDREN WILL BE SPECIFIED. PLEASE WIRE ME AT
ONCE AT ARLINGTON; VERMONT, WHAT YOU THINK OF THIS
APPORTIONMENT AND IF YOU CARE TO VOTE FOR IT NOY REFER
CONSULTAT 10N BY FULL JURY MEETING IN NEWYORK=
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July 22, 19,0

Dear Mrs. Fisher:

quﬂumnh:mmtm

on the amount of money to be sert to China and
that the check 1s going forward at onea,

Mith many thanks for your kindneass
in h“-‘l—u ol k-m', I an

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fishep
Arlington,Vemont



DoroTHy CanrFieLn FisHer
ARLINGTON, VERMONT

July 17, 1840

Dear Mrg, Roosevelt:

Thanks for your note of the 14th,
glving your vote for twenty percent or
Children's Crusade money to ge glven to
Chinese children. This mekes the vote
from the Jury of Award complete, | - |
unanimous. For each one of the othep y -
8ix Jjudges also voted for twent gar«-
cent, This will come to about iz , 000
A check for this amount will be given
at once (July 26th) to the American Come
mittee for Medical Alg to China. later
on, perhaps in September, the 1ittle
ceremony of formal Presentation to the
Chinese Ambagpador will take place., He
asked to have it postponed t111 then,
and we thought 1t a plty to walt two

Faithfully yours A

:_T-:]ml.u.—_ o o, 5 ':J il
4"‘\ ("_"'—\ ‘j‘ 'r '_.ﬂli-,{"-m.



August 8, 1940

Dear ﬁ‘ll- Fisher: '

Many thanks for your letter.
I m glad to have the infarss tion you

sent me.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington
Vermont

ds



DomaTHY CanFIELD FisHER Wl
ARLINOTSON, YERMONT . ¥

Dear Mrs, Hoosevelt:

of July 26. William Allen White, Migs Woodruff and T heg already
voted in the game way. Dr. Glemn EEirmingham, Alabama) gpave hig
tentative assent, asking first for more information about the
agencles to which the money will be glven, which I have sent him

by mail.

You too may be interested to knaow the details. The money
to be used in France would B0 to the Friends dervice Committee,
Clarence Pickett tells me they have daily cablegrams from the
American Quakerg in France in charge of their work, saying that
they are having no trouble with German authorities, The Pate
rellef commlttee will use the money for Polish ehildrene——
mostly for children now athered into Eroups in institutions, The
United Jewigh Comml ttee (well-lknown to you, I am sure) wily re-
celve the meney allotted for Jewish chlldren: the Queen " 1lhelming
Fund for Dutch children; Mr. Hoover's Finnigh Committee for Finnigh
children; your Uniteg States Committee will receive or courge the
portion allotted for the transfer to this country of British chil-
dren from poorer families. Thege checks will be mailea 88 soon ag
all the members of the Jury of Award have voted, Unly Justice
Lehman and Honsignor Ryan have not answered my telegram of July g8,
I imagine they are probably awsy on vacation,

I encloge coples of the News-release when the check wag
glven to the American Bureau ror Medical Ald to China, The workers
for that fine chari ty were deeply touched by their share of the
Children's Crusade money.

Devotedly yours,

C UHZL\ Cepd T,
3 3 \
e
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A check for $22,600, representing the first allotment of
the funds reised by the Children's Crusade-for Children for help
to children in war-stricken countries, was todey, (Frigay, July
26 - 11 A.M.) presented to the Women's Committee to China, headed
by FPearl Buck, of the American Bureau for Medlcal Rellef to China,
in the committee headquerters in Foom 401, Graybar Building, New
York City.

The presentation wes made by Dorothy Canfield Figher, noted
author, who 1s chalrman of the Children's Crusade. Also present at
the ceremony were Mrs. Raymond Gram Swing and Mr, Harry Scherman,
Presldent of the Book-of-the-Month Club and Treasurer of the Chil-
dren's Crusade.

A total sum of $135,000 was ralsed last April in a nine-day
campalgn throughout the country by the Crusade, with contributions
made by school children based on one cent for each year of thelr
life.

After an extensive three months educationsl campelgn in the
American schools, the object of which was to bring home to our chil-
dren their good fortune in being born in a great and peaceful Federa-
tion, this opportunity was glven them to show their thankfulness for
being Americans by helping other children, now victims of war and
persecution. The offering was entirely voluntary, every effort
being mede by those in cherge of the Children's Crusade to avold
anything like the traditlionsl "drive. " Hence, this money glven
represents a frae-will offering from the generous hearts of Ameri-

can children.
Selection of the Women's Committee of Tribute to China of



-2-

the American Bureau for Medical Ald to China as the reclplent of
their first contribution wes made by the Jury of Award of the
Children's Crusade, Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt heads the Jury,
which is composed of Monsignor Ryan, Director of the National
Conference of Catholic Welfare, William Allen White, the dean of
American Journalists, Miss Caroline Woodruff, former president of
the National Educatlon Assoclation, Dr. C.D. Glenn, Superintendent
of Schools of Birmingham, Alabama, and Honorsble Irving Lehman,
Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals.

Medical supplies to be purchased from the money contributed
to the Women's Commlttee by the Crusade will be used exclusively
for the relief of children in China, according to Mrs. Figher,

While the official ceremony &t which the Children's Crusade
contribution will be formally presented by Mrs. Fisher to the
Chinese children through the Chinese Ambagsador will be held in
the Chinese embassy in Weshington on September 26th, the need for
medical relief of wounded and refugee children is so urgent that
1t was deemed advieable to purchase the medical supplies lmmedi-
ately and forward for the use of the children in China,

One interesting note is that a1l supplles purchased with
the money of the American children willl carry with them a label
reading "Given in brotherly sympathy to Chinece children by Ameri-
can boye and girle."

A good deal of interest has been expressed over the way in
which these supplles are to travel in safety to Chlnese children.
A wire from His Excellency the Chinese Ambassador, Dr. Hu Shih,
gtates!

"The Burma .route is still open to medical and Red Cross
pupplies to China."™



Apsurances have been made by the State Department in Tash-
ington that the Burma Road 1s being closed only for military sup-
plies and ::111 be openllto rellef provisionas. Officlals of the
American Bureau for Medical Ald to China today stated that due to
the urgent need of these supplies in China, many of the supplies
had been and wlll continue to be safely shlpped by plane from
Manila to Hwelyang which is in Chinese territory under Chinese
rule. From there they are pafely dlspersed through the Chinege
Red Cross and the Medical Relief Corps of China, '
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Hemarks made by Dorothy Canfield Figher on July 26 when the check
for §22, 800 was presentsd to the Agerican Bureau for Medisal Ald

3o China

In these &xys and weeks and months, filled to the last hour
with anger and sorrow and consternation se they are, for sensitive
and responsible men and women, we have ﬂuﬂ:nmtnn what 1t 1
to feel happy. But I think that all of us in thls roca have reason
to feel radiantly happy on this cocomasion whioh brings us together.
In the midst of world-wids hate we are here aoting as the agents
of the simplest, oldsst, moat precious of humsan emotlons, brotharly
sympathy.

I am honored by bringing here to send to Chinese ohlildrsn
in dreadful meed a gift from our Amerioan sohool children. Thias
ocheok for more than §22,000 locks, ncocording to the direction from
which one views i%t, large or small. Compared to the enormous and
utterly undeserved migery of the army of Chinese children, suffer-
ing from hunger and sickness, thie sum is minute. But it is im-
monse when we remember that 1t comes from countless penny glfts
from our own wars=hearted glrls and boys, from ell kinds of Ameri-
oan ohildren, those who live in olty tenement housea, those who
1ive in safe and comfortable homes, those on remote renshes or in
well-to=do homes in oltles and villages, or in farm houses and in
poor bare shaoks—e-——poor ohildren, rich chlliren, cclored ohildren,
white children, Americans all, living up to the American tradition
of helping the innooent in dlstress.

But from whatever vlew-point one oonsiders thls sua, 1%s
meaping is radiant, This money which will safeguard the pliysiocal
health of so many OChinege children, is medioine for our own moral
health and bids us not despsir of humanity.
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The children who dAropped into mlte=boxes the two million pebe
nles and more which ars starting on thelr errand of meroy to other &l W lun
ohildrem, gave this help veluntarily. “he Uhildren's (rusade foy
Children was no $raditional "drive® in which the effort is to track
down the unilling and shame them into glving. It was made easy for
our school ohildren not to glve 1T the spirit dld not move them,

The oollestlon of the Children's Crusade was so erranged that thare
was no pressure of the opinion of his group brought to bear on any
ohild, ¥o ons so musch as knew whether any ohild did or did not add
to the pennies in the mlite-boxes, of which these two million are now
going to thelr young brothers snd slsters in humanity asoross the
Paolfio, What our ohildrem gave, they gave willingly out of an im-
pulse which may yet save our race in splte of all its tragio faults
==—=0ut of brotherly feklow-feeling.

Those here today representing the Childrem's Crusade are
honored and happy to bring from many hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
oan boys and glrls——=the hope of our country-——ethis thelr gift to
Obinese ahildren, the hope of thelrs,
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES
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E.R! j‘-})_
/ ARLINGTON, VERMONT

WE ARE ARRANGING FOR A BRIEF CERWMONY OF BRINGING b

CHILDRENS CRUSADE CHECKS ANY DAY MOST CONVENTENT TQNJ}/ ﬂi
You IF 30th J8 BEST PLEASE 'IRE ME IF YOU PREFFR &l}

AFTERNOON OR MORNING AND SET HOUR ® ARF SURE THERE

WILL BE NO PARTISAN EFFECT IN HAVING THIS WITH YOU AT Q(T/
HYDE PARK YOU ARE TO ALL AMERICANS A NATIONAL AND _
NOT A PARTISAN FIGURE WARM GOOD GRERTINGS Q\?A \\

1 DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER / \ i

| e
7oy Tt
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Hyde Park, New York

My dear Mra, Flshert

Mrs. Boosevelt asks me to acknowl-
wdge your letter of Auguat 23, and to say she
{s more than sorry that she did rot receive it
in time to ansmer it before the presantation

ceremony yesterday.

Very sinceraly yours,

Secretary to
Mra, Roosevelt

Mrs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington
Vermont up



DoroTHY CANFIELD FISHER
ARLINGTON, VERMONT

August 23, 1940.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Thanks for your telegram setting the hour
of eleven in the morning on August 30th for the little
ceremony of presenting the checke representing the
money coming from the Children's Crusade, e shall be
there promptly and shall try to be ag little of a tax
as possible on your time and vitality. 7You are very
good to give us thise lovely framing for the last act
of our undertaking.

The New York members of the Children's
Crusade had the idea of having the checks presented by
American children %o children repreeenting the countries
to which the money is going. They are going to be able
through the New York public echools to bring up to
Hyde Park children in appropriate costumes representing
Poland, Finland, France, Belgium, Holland, China, and
g0 forth.. The Americans Friends Service Committee
which, as you will remember, wae apportioned for its
work in France 822,500, has already had its check since
they asked to have 1t promptly to take advantage of a
special German permiesion to send money into France for
their work. But a blank check can be given at Hvde Fark
just the same so that they will not be left out.

The other members of the Jury of Award have
been invited to be present at the ceremony but 1 doubt if
anyone will be able to do sg in addition to you and myself,
except Mise Woodruff of Castleton, Vemont, whom I hope to
bring down with me.

been

I have/asked alsc to eee that the ambassadors of
the different countries represented, Poland, Finland, France,
Belgium, Holland and England, or esomebody representing them,
are invited to be present. I don't know exactly what to do
about that, first because I doubt very much whether it is
really worth their while to make the effaort to be there,
and secondly, because I rather think the invitation ought
to come from you since it is at your howme that the ceremony
is taking place, Could I hope for a line from you giving me
some suggestions on this polnti

With the happiest of anticipations,

Faithfully yours,

__hw_dl\quh ks



Beptemier 11, 1940 / /

* dear Eras, isher:

Thank yoa for your latter,

qu_nﬂ.lutnknp-rnm- thoughts about
the ehildran's viait.

Vory aincersly yours,

krs. Dorothy canfield Fisher
Arlington
Vermont
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Thanks and thanks and thanks again! Every-
one of the Children's Crusade eroup which spent
those fifty minutes with you et Hyde Fark came
away glowing with gratitude to you, pride in
you, admiration, and the sort of determination
to "llve up to lirs. Roosevelt" which 1s so ar-
aently felt by everyone who comes 1ln contact
with you.

I thought many times during thet hour
that the Princess Martha could hardly have seen
anything more characteristic of our Amerlcan democ-
racy in lts personal aspects than that invaslon of
your home by & group of mlscellaneous Americansg,
from New York Clty, from Vermont farms, from our
public school system, from----well, from every-
where, happy and confident in your welcome, honored
to be with you but not abashed or self-consclous,
feellng quite sincerely that your home lg---=a
little-==thelr home too.

What you sald to the children was so admirable,
I printed 1t on my memory and will use----if you don't
mind----a resume of 1t in the detalled report of Just
what was done with thelr pennles, which is golng out
to all American schools in late September or October.
I will, of course, submit my version of it to you,
before printing 1t, to make sure you approve.

"e all warmly hoped that the Norweglan
Princess could feel the heartfelt and indlgnant sym-
pathy for her which everyone present (except the chil-
dren, too young to underatand the trapedy of her glt-
uation) wae silently pouring out for r. In & very
few days, we will send her----as representatlive of
the as yet non-exlstent organization to help Norwe-
‘glan chlld-victims of the war----the check from the
Children's Crusade. There are gome formalitles con-
nected with getting 1t ready. It was wonderful to

LITERARY COMMITTER: Pearl Buck, Chairmas, Genrude Atherton, Bessie Beacry, Seephen Vincen: Bends, William Rowe Benét,
Maricn Canby, Seceetary, Saruh M, Cleghomn, Padraic Colum, Edns Ferber, Joha Gunther, Fannie Hurs, lnex Haynes lrwin,
Cheisropher Morley, Robeit Mathan, Charles G. and Kachleen Morris, Bellamy Parcridge, Vincent Sheean, Comelia Oy Skianes,
Ida M. Tarbell, Booth Tarkngon, Doroty Thompsos, Hendrik Willem wan Loos, Margaret Widdemer, Lin Yutang.
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Urs. Roosevelt----August 31, 1940 ==

have her and those sweet chlldren present as &
vislble slpgn of the tragedy the Cnlldren's Cru-
sade was organlzed to alllevate.

With even more than my ususl admiration
and gratitude,

Devotedly yours,

cﬂ{ah.ﬂfl Q‘“‘?‘*‘” ';T,;Lh

LITERARY COMMITTER: Pearl Buck, Cheirmas, Genrsde Atherron, Bessie Beatry, Scephen Vincent Beadi, William Rose Bende,
Marion Canby, Secretery, Sarah M. Cleghomn, Padraic Colum, Edna Ferber, John Guather, Fannie Hane, Incz Hayner lrwis,
Christopher Marley, Robert Nathas, Charles G and Kathleen Norris, Bellamy Pareridge, Vincent Sheesn, Cornelis O Skinner,
1ds M. Tarbell, Booth Terkingen, Dorochy Thompson, Hendrik Willem wvan Loon, Masgares 'Widdemer, Lin Yuung



November 7, 1 840
Mre. Dorothy Oanfield Fisher
Arlington, Vermont

Approve very much of Elving acoumulation to Girl Soouts.
Very grateful for last report,

Eleanor Rocsevelt



November 7, 1940

Mre, Dorothy Oanfield Fisher

Arlington, Vermont

Approve very much of
Very grateful for las

glving accumulation to Girl Soouts.

t! !'Hpﬂl't-.
Eleanor Roosevelt



DoROTHY CANFIELD FIBHER
ARLINGTON, VERMONT

October 31, 1940.

Dear Mre. Roosevelt:

The enclosed report which is to
go out to all School Buperintendents and to
American newspapers is probably the last of the
Children's Crusade work which you will receive.
I hope you will approve of thie last mesBsage,
and that you will consider the poseibility of
voting to give the accumulation of the latest
contributions to the Girl Scout organization.
They are carrying on an intereeting international
relief work, and are the only American young
people, I believe, who have an international
organization of this kind. Of course, a certain
number of the Girl Scouts in Zurope have become
refugees themselves. The American Girl Scoute
are trying to reach them with help and sympathy,
It scemed to us very suitable to give what is
left in the Children's Crueade fund to this
organization of American girle.

If you approve of this won't you
wire or write me just a line so that I can count
your vote as passed,

With every good wish,

Faithfully yours,

shul\ Q“i“"‘h S
‘1
>l
3
EH_JJ"\J



Arlington, Vermont
November 1840

Dea_r Young Amerlcans (from Flret-graders to High School Senlors):

Thie 18 A report made to you boyse and girle by the group
of people in charge of the Children's Crusade for Children,
carried on lagt year. You will wigh, we are sure, to know what
happened to the pennies and nickels and dimes you dropped lnto
the mite-cans the last ten days of last April. If you have mlasged
the newspaper news ltems about the results of thie effort, you may
not even have heard how much was ralsed in American echoolrooms,
for the beautiful work of helping other children far away, in
hunger and despair.

When the Chlldren's Crusade began, there were many grovwn-
upe who seld you would pay no attentlon to that appeal to help
refugee children. They polnted out that, at that time last year,
few American adulte were aware of the utter mlsery of homeleass,
exlled children without a country to look out for them. They
told ue that we were foollsh to expect, when grown-ups in your
communl ties were not dolng much about this need, that you young-
seters would feel a concern.

Well, that showed how 1little they knew you, American boys
and girls. For into the slit in the cover of these mlte-cans you
dropped, all of you together, fourteen million pennles, Can you
imaglne what fourteen mlllion pennies look like? We can tell you
--==they look 1like mountains of kindness, like majestlic Alps of
decent human feeling, like a great hope shining through the
night, It's safe to say that many many more than fourteen mil-
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lion people have had thelr hearts lightened and strengthened, just
to heer about the great deed of sympathy and helpfulness done by
you young Americans.

And before we glve our report to you about where all your
pennlies went, I must tell you that we who were in charge of the
Children's Crusade had had money enough given us for allltha ex=-
penses connected with the movement, Grown-ups, interested in
getting help to refugee children, and hoplng that you would be
1ntematudltou, had put thelr hande into thelr pockets and con-
tributed enough to pay for the campalgn. And 1t took a l&t. We
never knew there were so many stamps &s were used to carry Chil-
dren's Crusade printed matter to you in your schools! The print-
ing blll wae tremendous of course, because the number of American
publlic echools 1s like the gands of the gea, and we wanted to print
enough to let you all know about this opportunity to Joln in a beau-
tiful effort. It took, so 1t seemed to us, tone of paper for the
two plays that were sent out, for the statements of the way the
Crugade was to be ™un, for notlces to your Superintendents and
teachers. To run the one offlce in New York dld not cost so much,
Generous, warm=hearted Governor Al Emith-gave us & fine big office
in the Empire State Bullding for nothing----that was what he could
do to help refugee children, he pald. Most of the people connected
with the Chlldren's Crusade worked for nothing. The Can Manufacturer's
Institute gave the mite-cans which would have cost so much to buy.

None of your pennles were used for expenses. Not one postage
stamp (out of all the piles of them needed), not one telephone call,
not one sheet of paper was pald for, with what you young folkse con-
tributed, Every penny of what you gave was avallable to pass through



the fine refugee-ald commlttees, stralght from American children,
safe in thelr one homes, to exlled and needy children driven away
from thelrs. |

When $137,000 hed accumulated, this is the way the Jury of
Award voted to apportion your money (you remember who the Jury of
Award were!- Mrg, Eleanor Roogevelt, Monsignor Ryan, Dr, Charleg
Glenn, Justice Irving Lehman, Dr. Caroline Woodruff, Mr. Willlam
Allen White and Mres, Dorothy Canfield Fisher):

$22,500 for Chinese children,

$22,600 for Quakers in France,

$22,500 for Polish children,

$22,500 for British children,

$22,500 for Jewlgh children.
Then because the number of children in need in the smaller coun-
trles was not ao great,

$7,500 to Holland,

$7,500 to Finland,

£7,500 to Belgium.
And finally (more about this latter) $2,000 to Norweglan children.

We hope 1t makes you as happy as it mekes ug, to look at
those blg blg pums of money, and realize that every blt of 1t came
from your putting your hands in your pockets, golng without chew-
ing gum for a while, or wibhout ice cream cones, or guckers, or
maybe movle tickets. And we hope you feel as proud of Youreselveg
as we do of you, when you reallze that you have given the best
proofs there ig----generous @ction~—--that you feel the responsi-
bility put on you Juet because you are pafe, for others in danger.

Now you'll want to know, and we are eager to tell you ex-
gctly what was done by each of the refugee-aid comml ttees to whom
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your Jury of Award gave some of your money.

The Chinese chlldren were the firet to be helped. The Amer-
ican Bureau for Medical Ald to China, ae soon &g they heard what
your Jury of Award had voted to glve them, asked 1f they could have
1t right away, because the rainy season was about to begin in China
and medicine was needed to ward off sickness from the hundreds of
thousands of refugee children, back in the interlor of China, hud-
dled together in exlle, drlven away from thelr homes, 1llving in
caves, 1n tents, in shacks----the future of Chine depending on
them, as the future of every nation depends on i1te chlldren. Seo
the blg check from you young Amerlcans was turned into qulnine and
gerum and other medical gupplles, loaded on alrplanes, sent across
the contlnent to San Frencleco, from there to the Fhilipplnes, from
there to Rangoon, and from there shipped in trucks over the Burme
Foad to the interior of China. The Burme Road wes closed only to
mi1itary supplies, not to medlcine and food. Look up that route
on the mepe in your geography boocks, &nd try to imegine that the
pennies you dropped into the Chiléren's Crussde mlte-cans, that
last week in April, were back of that great flight of help to the
glck and suffering. Your generoslty qulte literally took winge
to Lteelf and flew from your schoolroom, high over our contirent
end half around the globe to tell desperstely poor and needy chll-
dren, "We American young folks don't forget you. We want to ghare
what we have with you, in your dletress, &and we gend you &ll our
hopes for better times shead.™ Over and over agaln, thle humane
megsage will reach those poor Chinese chlldren, for every one of
them who received medlcal help from your gift, will be told, "Thie
comes to you from American echool utuﬂénta, little and blg, es a

proof that they are thinking of you with sympathy."




Now turn the pages of your gepgraphy back to Europe, and
look at France, poor France! Your help to French refugees, and
Belglans, Dutch, and Spanleh children ceught in France by war,
penrlless, homeless, ﬁgspairing, the Americen Quakers dlstributed
for you, They were alresdy orgsnized all over France with campe
to shelter the homelegs, with feeding statlons to dlstribute food
and clothing to the wanderers. With your check they dld Bdmething
which estonlished us and pleaged us as much as 1t surprised us.
They spent 1t sll, every penny, on buylng condensed mllk from
Switzerland, You see, Swltzerlsnd 1es one of the greatest pro=-
ducers of dalry producte in the world. Before the war ghut the
Swigs into thelr mountains, they sold condensed mllk all over the
world----to the troplcs, in the far north, in blg citles every-
where. But now, they can't reach thelr old customers. Exporte-
tion is at & standstill. And cowe don't know anythlng ebout war
end closed frontlers, and go on glving mllk, and must be milked
regularly. So the supply of condensed mllk was plling high with
nobody to buy i1t, and the Swlss were gss anxlous to sell 1t as the
cuakers were to get food for thelr refugee chlldren., Dld you ever
think, you American boys &nd girls in Alabama, or Malne, or Texas,
or Wyomlng, when you dropped your pennles tinkingly into the Chil-
dren's Crusade mlte-box, that you were goling to help hungry chll-
dren in Frence, and also honest, hard-working Swlss fermers, very
enxious about how to keep golng? We think you'll agree with us
thet you never spent any money to better advantage then thie which
went to the Soclety of Friends for thelr work for refugees in
France.

Now &8 to the money you gave to help Polish Chlldren----you



know the need there 1s traglo, almost greater than anyvhere
olse. ind yet nol The noed everywhere 1s so grest thet Lt's
not possible to nay that starving ohildren are any humgrier
in on® place than mnother. But in Polend the ocondltions are
dreadfully hard, HMany ohlldren are belng kopt alive by come
munity kitchens, which serve the food they preparo right on
the spot 'I‘hhlll 1s an asgsurance that r;t:ba-dr elee nan toke 1%
eway from the children who need it so). 10 your large cheok
for Polish ohildren went to the orgenlzation whioh 1s rurning
these commuplty kitohens, and they too, like the Chineze ree
1lief workers, and 1ike the Cuakers in Frence, are telling all
ohlldren you are helping, that fmerican school ohildren and
young people are gending them the money to buy food, also their
eympathy, thelr brotherly thougsht and concern.

is to the share of your grest glft which wes glven to
Jewlsh ohildren, the older omss among you, those vho read the
mewgpapers, %hose who ptudy current events, don't need to be
told vhy one of the larger apportiomments of the Children's
Crusade fund was made for Jewish boys end girlsg———everyvhers!
For there are Jowigh ohildren, innoccent of any fault, who are
suffering, as no children should ever suffer, &1l over ths globe,.
Here 1s one of the fimest things you d1d in the Children's Crue
sade, /s long as you live, no matter what happens to you, no
matter vhat mistakes you make, you con -hq:ﬁb- proud that at a
time whe ups in more pleaces then crn be counted, were
wiakedly aing helpless men, women and ochildren vho had done
no harm to/ anyons, you Amerioan sohool ohildren made a noble ges-

ture of, good feeling and sympathy for the oppressed, Put

that away in\your memories, young fellow-countrymen, and get it
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out to look at, if you ever feel down-hearted. Young as you are,
you have made & beautiful, golden contribution to the great humane
igeal of justice and mercy.

The money given to help British refugee children L& belng
spent not to pay thelr passage over here, or thelr expenses here,
for thet 1s being taken care of by funde from adults, but to ﬁelp
keep up the arrangements for helping them get well settled in this
country. Before they can be sent to an American home, many of them
must have medlcal examinations, theilr papers must be checked, they
must be kept safe and well while walting to be sent into the homes
which are to be theirs durlng thelr stay here. 4nd few of thelr
famllies have money to pay for thias. Your money ie helplng pay for
this first hospltellty they get after they arrive in the U.3.:,

Now for the smaller gifts to children in smaller countrieg:
--—=the gift to Finnish children 1s to be spent for something very
familiar to you all----for hot lunches in schools for those whao
can't afford to pay for them, Finland was, you know, a fine, mod-
ern, civilized country, which tried to take the best of care of its
school children, jJust as much as we do. But after the frightful
loss of money, life and territory which the country has suffered,
many of thelr best lnstltutions are breaking down for lack of funds.
It geemed lmpossible to carry on the hot lunches, needed though they
are, by school children. But you young Americans in our schools,
came to the rescue. "Let us help outl" you shouted with yu&é penny
glfts, and sent your money mcross the Atlantic to Finnish echools,
in which there will ba_nuticas posted thet the hot lunches are be-
ing carrled on partly through the free-will offering of young Ameri-
cans. Aren't you glad to hear 1t?

The money for the children in Holland 1s just being held in

e ——— ————
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trust by the Queen Wilhelmina Fynd, because nobody can get into
Hollend now to help anybody, or even know what is going on. They
are walting and watching every eign, every posslbllity to reach
the Dutch children with your help. Let us pray that it may be
soon! Your glft to the Belglan children is being used to help
those of them----a great many of them----who have reached Eng-
land and are in refugee camps there,

And as to the Norweglan smaller glft, thie 1s what pappened:
-=---rhen we all went to Hyde Park to the home of the Presldent of
the United States, for the ceremony of handing over these checks,
representing your contributlon, to the representatlves of the re-
lief agencles, we had not thought of apportioning any money to
Norweglan children, much s we wished to, because there was mk
nobody to take it in trust, no Amerlcan organlzation to dlstribute
it. But there &t the Presldent's house we found the Crown Princegs
of Norway, arrlved in thls country only the day before, with her
three children. They &re refugees too, you see, homelegs, exlled,
peparated from all thelr friends end femlly. The Princese looked
eo s&d, and even her 1little glrls too had soc sadly the sober,
smileless "refugee look" that we longed to include her and her
country in the cheer and friendlineses of what you American boys and
girls did in the Children's Crusade. £o0 a hasty vote was taken among
the members of the Jury of Award who were there, and a check for part
of a small left-over sum, was glven to one of the little gad-faced,
golden-halred Princesses. We thought you young people would approve
of this, end we hope you do. Visimeone ™ v by S (R

Ty (e - K P PRPTAT PO T b et e s d as alad e wak F
Since the cleoeing of the Children's Crusade campaign, the first

_ﬁ:u [®a, emarsd =

of lest May, a good many late contrlbutlons have been comlng in----g
teacher had wrltten in July she was astonlghed to find the check rep-
resenting the Chlldren's Crusade glft stlll on her desk, not yet sent,
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Or a cashler of a Bank eent in & check just brought to the Bank by
the treagurer of aschool, who hadn't had time till then to take ocare
of 1t. Or, in some splendld cases, school children worked in thelir
vacation hours and sent thelr earnings to help the desolate. These
late-arriving contributions have all been put in the same Bank in
Bennlngton, Vermont, where the regular contributions were deposited,
Ag Boon as we think the very last one haalcnmﬂ, the Jury of Award
will be asked to vote on what to do with the several thousand dol-
lars which will have accumulasted. The notice of that last appor-
tionment will be sent to all the newspapers, so you'll find some-
thing about 1t, probably when you look for items for your current

events class.

So now the Children's Crueade is over. This 1g the last
notice you will get from those who worked so hard for it. And yet,
ag even the younger emong you know, the need for helplng child-vie-
tims of war and persecution is more heart-breaking now than ever,
What we feel la that now you Americans in our schools don't need us
any more to remind you to go without one of your extras end send
help to other youngsters who haven!t even the barest necessltles.
Every American, young and old, knows now, &s people did not realize
& year ago when the Children's Crusade began, that children sll over
the world need help; and thet we, here in this country should, 1f we
have hearts, try to send ald to those children. You don't need any-
body to suggest to you that not one American child should celebrate
Christmas this year, wlithout sending help to others who will have g
gad sad hopelese Christmas if we do not share with them,

At the bottom of this statement you will find a 1list, glving
the nemes and addresses of the charitable organlzations which have




been spernding your Children's Crusade money, eo wlsely and carefully
to get the utmost hnlﬁ,rur the unfortuuate. Anything you can sgend
to any one of them will go stralght to & suffering chlld. You can
talk over the 1llst with your teacher in your clessroom, and declde
where you would rather have your pennieé go====to Chinese children,
to Polish, to Finnlgh and all the rest. HNo matter what you decide,

, you will find a relief committee, rellable, devoted, hard-working,
well-organized, which will be glad to receive whatever you cen send,
and which will spend 1t so that every cent countsa.

You are Americans, even the Flrst-graders. And as Americans
you inherlt the generous idea of help to harmless people ln trouble,
Now that you know, by name, gtreet address, clty and State, where to
send your help, we leave 1t wlth you to live up to your country'ls
ideals. A blessling will ghine on everyone of you who opens his
heert and hand to help the innocent in dlstresa.

Dorothy Canfield Flgher
Marion Canby

Betty Gram Swing

Pearl Buck

Allce Mary Kimball
Harry Bcherman

List of nemes and addresses of refugee commlttees are to

go here.
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CHILDREN'S CRUSADE FOR CHILDREN

20 Empine State Building, New lYork

/;‘ PENNSYLVANIA 6-4343

DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER, Chatrmas = MHES. HENRY 5 CANBY, Natlosa! Seoroiary ¢ PEARL BUCK, Littrary Chairman

JURY OF AWARD: HLEANOR ROOSEVELT » MSGH. JOHN A, RYAN * WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE = HON. IRVING LEHMAN
DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER » DR, CHAKLES B, GLENN = CAROLINE 8 WOOUDRLUFF

|
|r ' arlington, Vermont
| November 25, 1840

My deer Mrs, Hoosevelt:

Thenks so much for sendlng to the
Crusede the twenty cents sent to you for
the Engllish Rellef Fund. Thls morey has
been placed wlith some recent contrliputlons
to the Chlldren's Crusede in the ‘%nnk At
Bennlnegton.

4g the New ¥ork ofilce ls now
closed your letter was forwerded up here
vhere we are pttending to the lrat detells
of the Children's Crusade,

".Ftﬂrg,f sincere'! Yy ¥
k Q

Mrg Cerl Rice
Secretary to Mreg. Flgher

LITERARY COMMITTER: Peasl Buck, Chairman, Gertrude Atherton, Bessie Beatty, Stephen Vincent Bendt, William Rose Bendr,
Marion Canby, Sereeiery, Sarah M. Cleghom, Padraic Colum, Edna Ferber, Jubn Gunther, Fannie Hune, Inez Hayoes Irwin,
Christopher Morley, Robert Mathan, Charles G. and Karhleen Norris, Bellamy Partridge, Vinceng Sheean, Comelias Deis Skinner,
Ida M. Tarbell, Boath Tarkingwn, Dorothy Thompson, Hendrik Willem van Loon, Margarer Widdemer, Lin Yuung.




January 23, 1941

Dear Mrs. Fisher:

Many thaiks for sending me the
elipping. I was very much Interested to
see it.

I hope 1f you are at the dinner
tomorrow ;ou will come w and speak to oe.

Yery slncerel; yours,

¥rs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington
Vermont

T ——————
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DoRrOTHY CANFIELD FiaHER

il
ARLINGTON, VERMONT ‘/} & {F‘j -ill
\H"" ( . T
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Jenuery 18, 1941 Lt

Dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

I've asked Monsignor Ryen to forward
to you this cllpplnp about the Children's
Crugade glft to the Spanlsh child-refugees
{n Ecuador. It plessed me, and I'm sure will
plesse you, to kKnow that the small news-1tem
is reported in a South Amerlican newspaper in
a way to bring out the general friendly hu-
manity of the splrit of the United States.

Don't bother to return the clipplng or
acknovwledge 1ts arrival. I'm golng (1f I'm
well enough) to the January 24th dinner for
you of the Wonen's Trade Union League. If
you see me there, I'll take & wave of your
hand as acknowledgment. The pressure on you
of all important matters, gets visibly denser
and denser. You must not take an ounce of
your vitality for legser things.

w1th devoted admiratlon alweye,
—

”““‘\\Jrﬁ} T



January 30, 1941

My dear kra. Fiaher:

I am really sorry that jou
did not come to speak Lo me al the
Leazue dinper. IL wus nice Lo gel
your wery sind note and you ere ure
than gpenero.s in whal yjOU 8aj.

Mary biacks, end every good
wish L0 §Ous

Very sincerely [ours,

Mrs. Vorothy Canfield Fisher
Arlington
Vermont

Do



DomaTHY CaNrFiELD FIBHER
ARLINGTON, VERMONT

\ . January 27, 1941

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

I ceme home from thet wonderful
"omen's Trede Unlon Lesgue gathering to
find your characterigticelly graclous
note spugpesting thet I zo to see you
there. But I'm glad I didn't, wermed
es I am to the heprt's core by any con-
tect vith you. That occaslon belonped
wholly to the League's members. And
hov they revelled in 1t! It was pure
Joy to see thelr happlness in having
you, B0 concentrated on you that it
weg a&lmost literally visible 1like
light-rays. I ususlly don't enjoy
thet kind of blg soclal function at
ell., But that one was allve wlth good
feellng, righteous pride in themselveg
end wuch felth ln you. A4nd you spoke
&8 though lnsplred. 'Well mlpght you he!

- I hope you felt as heppgy as you loonked.

I shere thelr falth and prilde!

Devotedly yours,

L DM:L\ Cantit) Feaka



June 10, 1941

Uy dear Mrs. Flsher:

I think your suggestions as to what
to do with the remaining funds in the account
of the Childrei's Crusade are fine. I heartily
approve of sending the 2350 to the Czech ellldren,
and slso of turning over tie rest of tho woney
and any lite gifta which may cowe in Lo the
Soclety of Frlends,

Very sincerely yours,

Lrs, Dorothy Canfiele Fisher
nl'li.ﬂf_’tﬂn
Vermont



DoROTHY CANFIELD FiSHER
ARLINGTON, VERMONT

June &, 1541

Dear Hr&. Hoogevelt:

I'm writing for the Children's Crusade egeln, probably
for the very last time., It 1s to tell you that almost #1200
has accurulated in the bank from late-coming glfts from Ameri-
can children----some of the contributlons being voluntary
Chrlstmas presents sent from our own children to thelr exiled
and homeless young comrades,

Sometlmes ago we recelved a letter from a smaller rellef
organlzatlon glving especlal care to 265 Czechoslavek orphsn
refugees now in England. They inquired as to the reason the
Children's Crusade had not appropriated any money for Czech
child vietims of the war, and seemed to fear that none had
been given because the Czechs did not reslst by arms the Ger-
man invaslion. I hastened to explaln that no such thought had
crossed our minds, and that we had appropriated no money for
Czech chlldren solely because there was, as far as our informa-
tion went, no Czech-American relief organlzation then in ex-
istence,

Under the clrecumstences Mr. Scherman (Tressurer of the ./
Children's Crusade orgenization) and I think it would be well
to send these Czech children now the charge of Epgland, 4350,
and hope you will approve of thie.

In addltion, we would like now to pet & final vote from
the Children's Crusade Jury of Award both about what remalns
of the money in hand, and any other late glfts which may come
in. It 1ls our idea that The American Socelety of Friends would
be sure to make excellent use of money sent them. The Quakers
are reapected and trusted everyvhere, Thelr relief work for |
refugees ranges from China to Great Britain. If you epprove,
we will from now on, simply forward at once to The Spelety of
Friends, vhatever contributions may be made to the Children's
Crugsde----probably a negliglble amount after thie last dlg—
tribution of funds, as proposed in this letter. T hope it
won't be too much trouble to you to let me know soon your de-
clelon.

¥You will be interested to know, I feel sure, that a
great many fine letters from school children and thelr teachers
have come in, in response to the finsl report sent out in early
Decembe r,

With warmly friendly greetings,

Sincerely yours,

.- 7 b

C oy K-t



March 14, 1942

Dear Mra, Flaber:

I appreciate yoar ht?r of March 1lth
and I shall love the l.ut.ag:ll‘phid copy of tha
report of the Touth Comxission. Thank you
for thinking of sending it to oe.

Sinparaly yours,

Urs, Dorothy Canfield Fisher o
Arlington, Vermont \\

e
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DOROTHY CANFIELD FiSHER
ARLINOTON, VERMONT

March 11, 1942

Dear Mrs, Roosgevelt:

I didn't suppose that anybody elege felt ag
I always have about portraltg----a whole-hearted
dislike of being the subject of one---—or I wouldn't
have bothered you about Mrs. Kaufmann's interesting
and vivid collectlon of heads of American leaders,
What I wish 1s thet some magical way could be found
of making a portrailt of ¥you in amction, as you look
vhen speaking on one of the vital themes which you
have made your own, There's something magnificent
about the living flow out to you from the sudience
of warmed, heartened, reassured confidence and trust,
and from you to them of glowlng serene vitality. Ir
a portralt could preserve your agpect at such momentes
+++!  But that'se something that can be preserved
only in our memories and in American tradltion, And
1t w11l be.

I'm dolng something absurd in sending you a
bock to read, (as soon as I pet a copy sent me from
Tashington)., It 1s the final report of the Youth
Commisslon. I wrote the last chapter myself and
can't reslst the impulse Just to put an autographed
copy on your shelves, although who has time in thege
days for such reading?

Tharks so much for your kind willingnese (8o
characterisgtic) to see Mrg, Kaufmann, and advige

'\yfr. It will give her an unforgettable moment,

g
. With every friendly good wi sh,

%,

2N Devotedly yours,

< Duas '\T_HJ 7L
]! 4
Jﬂ?iwr.u,tigf )zt;f( E r~

A
E-;If



May 15, 1942

.’ daar Mre. Fisher:

Thank you #o muoh for your lattar
about ths H.Y.A. I have comsulted freguently
with Mr. Williams sbout 1% but Congress is so

diffiouls I really don't know just what will
be dope.

Yary sinosrely yours,

Hrda, Dorothy Cunficld Ficler
alrlinton

Vemilont



DoROTHY CANFIELD FiaHeR k 5.'\

ARLINGTON, VERMOHT ‘{\{r {.J \ \\:
May 12th {942 (> N

II
o
This time I feel justified( as I often do not when
1t is & matter of a, personal request) in writing an appeal to you. I

Dear Mrs Hoosevelt:

terribly concerned about the possibllity that the best resident-centers ofth

N.Y.A. program may be swept from exlstence in the storm. And I 'm
writing to ask you to see Mr Aubrey Williams about thls, trying to
make him feel that he would be backed up in an attempt to hold together
a frame-work of that splendid work, by public opindon, even against
the most prejudiced Congressman

The resident centers are by all odds the very best new educational
device which our country has seen since the spread of the public
high school---and I think more imprtant. I 'm sending you herewith the
garbon copy of a letter 1 am today sending to Mr "illiams, and also
a typescript of a chapter in a book I am just finishing, soon to be
publiched. They explain themselves---if only you can find time to
look at them. Probably yrur practised eye cam , with a few sweeps
get the general meaning of the pages.

To let them go, in order to concentrate on immediate industrial
returns, would be to use the rallroad up in an emergency of transportdion
without keeping up the tracks and rolling stock. A Tatanl misconception,
it seems to me, of how the undeniably necesasary economies dhould
be effected.

Mr Williams® fine work has met with so much loud misunderstanding
and unfalr eriticism, that 1 imagine he thinks nobody of the
general public appreclates what it has meant. That wouldn't be
supétsing. Put I do hope it won 't make him hold his hand from A
strong, bold attempt to save theose resldent centers which have
the Tinest human values. #w 4 've tried to say in my letter to him,
even a Congressman ( this letter is for your eyes only or 1 wouldn 't
speuk so openly!) who seems to value only materiasl things, must
be able to understand that for the sake of real industrial efficiency
no training iz so effective as that gleen in the resident centers.

As always, devotedly yours

( U.JJ:\ Q,{..m T wbes




May 17, 1942

near Hr. Willlams:

I'm writing today to Mr. Ferguson of the Readers'
igest (who's been asking me for some montha to write some-
thing for them) asking him to come to see me on Friday
morning (the 15th) when I'm to be in the clty for a few
hours for & meetlng of the Conmlttee of <eleotion of the
Book-of-tho-lMonth Club. '"hat T am golng to propose to the
Henders' Digest 1s an article on the NYA resldent centers,
aleng the lines of the chapter on thet subject which I sent
you. That magazine hss teen, I kpow, rather consl derling
adding to what they have pub'iiuhud about HNYA but have baen
em—epn far——=rather hindersd by the ldea tha® 1t would
necessarily have a partisan or politiocal color.

How I Ame~---almost notoriously----not in politlos,
not partisan. Like a good meny elderly women, my habitas
of Elnd were set before partisan polltice wss a natursl
medium for women. 1I've often rather regretted thls 1n-
gtinctive avoldance on ay part of two such llve wires us
religlous dogma and party pollitice. But there are iimes
when 1t 18 ussful. !nd thls may be one of them. At least
I mean to speak energetically about the possibllity of my
writing an artiocle for them, bringing out the extraordinary
value of the resldent work-study center, &s an insplred de-
vige for mesting the meeds of adolescents new in our indua-
trial society, without laylng such new vast ourdens on the
hAmorican tax-payer.

It 1s impossible to say in advanoe, of course, what
any adltors are golng to declde. Dut I have grounds to be-
1ieve that they may really listen to my presentatlon of
this 1ldea. If so, the distribution would be enormously wlde,
of course, reachlng fer mors American readers then could be
done by reprints of my artlole on the same subject in the
Christian Herald.

I would have walted before writing you tl1ll I had a
definite deolslon from them, 1f I had not heard to my mreat
alarm that the Reaglonsl Directors of the NYA project obliged
to mske & great reduction in the program, are not allowing
the State Dlreotors, intimately in touch with the project,
to declde where the out 1s to be made, tut are themeselves
decrpreilng exaoctly which projects are to be ellminated.
smong them, for instance, so I hear (but I do hope I am mis-
informed) that remarkably fine resident ocenter at Lima, N. Y.,
end the agricultural one at Hardwlck, N. ¥. DBoth of these I
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saw when I was gathering information on the NYA resldent
center work, and admired thum both so much that I conslder
i1t a real oalamity to have thum brought to a close. There
1 & gruat interest in the posslbllity now of uslne atudent
help on the farms this sumner, and one of the dlfficultles
whioh 18 makinz 1teelf dauntingly felt, 1s the entire lack
of tralning for farm work of the urban students who are
flooklng so eiperly to ermroll themselves aa suamer workers.
Thie brings to the fore the whole matter of preparatlon of
youth for helping 1n agrlculture, and shows in an even
brirhter 1light than before th: value of auch a presctiosl
center as the ope at Hardwlck. I've Juat made arrangementa
to send Hr, Modved, Mew York direotor, to have a talk wilth
Dorothy Thompaon (a fellow Vermonter of mine, as perhaps you
knov, and & personal friend) about the Hardwick center which
is near enough her for her to vislt and about which I hoped
she might wrlite one of her plecea. -

One of the agpeots of the Fesldent Center which I want
to brl out for the Headers' Tlgest (1f they'll agree to
take 1:? is the amotusl*job-holding value* of the resgldenoce at
the centers, of thelr young people. !11 through the slx
years of hoaring at the Youth Comml sslon meetings, reports
Tfrom industrlal and other employewrs, I was struck with thelr
inslstence on personallity and character tralte, ss wll as
manual ani trade spkill. Stabllity, experience in getting
along with cther poople, abllity to cocoperate both with a
foreman and with fellow-workera, are, from the employers'
point of view, as valuable nrs npeniailnd skllls. One thing
which 1a eften gnld 1a that they would aotuslly prefer to
traln older women for many of the light industrlal Jobas,
than have kilds around who knew thelr technicel stuff but
were atlll so iloexpert in arranglng thelr personal 1llvea
that they often made nulgances of themsevlea, personally.

ow 1t 1s thils 1rreplaceable experionce of clvilized
1ivinge- ther, self-governmunt, responsalollity, whloh 1s
obtalned in good NYA resldent centers, and----at leasat for
the worklng-olass youthe—— okse. Lima 13 a bill-
liant expmple of thls value. records of achlevenent
of "graduatss® (1f that's what you osll them) of resldent
centers hive really overwhalming proof of thls faot, of
the practical industrial, producing va o a
and to the worker, of some experlence outelde the fanlly
(often very restricted in scope, and where the adoleacent
1s al-ays in the posltion of ®"chlld, " not as pre-adult)
a8 & translition from famlly life to tha responalblllity
for managlng himself of the mature wosker. I'd 1lke to
upnderline this polnt in whut I next writa about the resl-
dent centers.

And 1t 1 thig point which msekes ma so m™ally ap-
palled to learn that the resident centers are belng out,
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not, so I understood, by the declslon of the KYA “tate offlolale
who have glven thelr hearts to the progran, but by decree from
on high., T™er 18 of course no possibllity of recleting a out,
1r that 1s enforoed on the NYA. But to have thet fall on the
part of the program which has made, by all odds, the moet per-
manent contribution to the enormous problem of educctling our
adole soBnt ge—=that really svuma unbearable to thia old ‘tmeri-
oen, *ho has, as you know, abgolutely no conoern except for s
better future for the masgsea of our young folks.

Crn't somathing be done aboutthls? I imagine that the
ieglonal NMrectors are aotlng as they fesl Gongrees lnalets
they should. But I feel sure that you would have back of
you=--~-1f 1t oould be organized and mnde artligulate-——-auch
s body of publio opinlon thit even the moat 1literally mater-
1glistio Congressman could not but be impressed by the llteral
and material value to young workers-in-training, of the per-
gonality ripenoing which they pet in the good resldent centers.

I am at your service in this matter 1f you can think
of anything more I can do with my pen or voloce to help prevent
vhat would be, I feel, a real dlgaster to a potentlality of
the richest value to our Ampericen future.

Falthfully youras,



May 12, 1942 This 18 a chapter from a book, soon to be publighed,
entitled "Our Young Folks" by Dorothy Canfleld Fisher.

Negldent Centers

A place away from home where older adolescents live for a
time in pgroups, at government expense, under the supervision of
people pald by tax-money to teach them useful modern skills and
g0 to prepere them for holding Joba in modern productlion. This
falrly complete description would epply to a CCC camp Just &s
eccurately as to NYA resldent centers. As a metter of sctuasl
fect, they are as dlfferent from each other as a clapboarded
fanmily farmhouse l1s from a barracks. The contrast 1s so exact
that 1t slmost hes the look of something planned. Yet the NYA
regldent centers cen hardly be gerld to hawe been plenned at all,
rether to heve grown up &s plents do, dlffering in form accordl ng
to the climate. Certainly they were not mlnutely blue-printed to
the 1a§t hinge and window-ceslng, 88 thﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂ camps have been., The
realdent é;ntara took=-~=-g0 to Epﬂ?k—u*—whﬂtﬂUEP hinges and wlndow-
cesinges were ta“be found, and made them do. "Meking thlnge do" has
been the motto and baele of these centers,

In thege inetlitutions, voung people both boye and glrla from
poorer families live together, work and study, learn useful =iiix
gki1ls and experience group-life on a clvilized plane. That sounds
like the celebrated Denish folk-schools. Most treveled, well-1ln-
formed Americans (the few of them who know that Amerleen resident
work-atudy resident schools exist) are apt to think that they must
be copled from the Danish idea, which so miraculously sccomplished

the rugeﬁ%ntlnn, spiritual and materisl, of the Danlsh people. No,
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not at all. The first one in our country prew, literally Erew,
out of condltlons in connection with a rursl Loulslans technical
training Btate instltutlon in south-western Loulslana----riot a
reglon 1likely to model itgelf on anything done in Denmark. It
vas a slmple, precticel matter of feedlng and lodglng boys from
relief families who 1ived too far arway from the inetitution to
profit by such part time, elementary courses as might be deviged
to help them learn how to grow food. This firet living-away-
from-home work-school began in December, 1936. It was a coopera-
tive enterprise to provide living arrangements for students who
had no cash to pay for thelr board. This was not at all 8 new
ldea. My Vermont grandmother went to such a school in the 18201,
It was called then an Academy. She brought her food from the family
farm, and cooked 1t herself. The plan worked well then, and 1t
worked well In Loulsiana in 1836,

By June, 1937, four such cooperative work-study homeg were
opened 1in Arkansaa. The thin, ansemlc, strengthless, untralned
boys and girls in them came from harsh home condltlons compared to
vhich the bare, primitive, communal 1ife they entered was llke &
high-grade college. They throve, physicelly, mentally, spiritually,
Each one geined from ten to twenty pounde of hard muscle in the
first few months, many of them never having had hefore three full
mesle in any one day. They learned not only how to uge the Arken-
eas goll to grow food such &s thelr familles had never had, but how
to live 1in Arkansas conditions in a way which meant heslth and zest,

&nd advancement in the elmpler arts and practices of eivilization,
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And—---here 1g an ltem one would like to telegraph to Hitler's
propagsnda headquarters, busy with statements about the hypocrisy of
pur country's treatment of lts derker-sklnned cltlzeng==-=gimiler
resldent centers were rapldly establighed for colored boys end girls,
goattered over many Southern states. Compere the photographs ghown
in this book of some of the homeg from vhich those Negro young people
come, and thelr learning and working 1life in the resldent centers
and see 1f 1t doesn't glve you a cheerful moment or two, no matter
how black with foreboding the daelly news 1s. The number of such cen-
ters make up but a drop in the bucket of tragle need, yes, But it
1g & healing drop of honest, sincere effort to do better, to begin,
at least, to right an anclent wrong. And thet, lna erliod =o
orammed with summons to feel ashemed end sorry for our slns, ig some-
thing to be proud of.

As natumally es OGolden Bantam corn spread lnto Amerlcan par-
dens, not because it was a new but because it wag a much hetter ve-
riety, these work-learn-live resident centers spread over our coun-
try. They look like a half-unconsclous, ingtinctive continuation
of an old, old local educational Americen tradition of qulte amother
kind. It does not seem to be by chance alone that they are so often
located in century-old bulldings formerly used for boerding schools,
academles or seminaries where atudents from familiee with 1ittle cash,
1ike my grandmother's, used to keep thelr expenses down by bringing
thelr own food and fuel from home. Transposed lnto intensely modern
terms, something of the same splrit gtlll animates these learning
groups of American youth, whether in Idsho, Wisconeln, or New York,

The almost bewltched invisibllity which keepa mopt of wus from

knowing whet the NYA has been dolng, hanps with Eupeeiallthinkneas
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over these school-ghop-homesg, all‘l:huuuh they are situated about in
the very midst of our 1life. On hearing a mﬁption of them, A recent
FPrepldent of the Natlonal Educatlonal Assocletlon exclsimed the
other day, "What are they? Never knew such schools existed." The
resldents of the very towns where they have been established, who,
every day, waelk pest the blg elgns stating what they are, end what
especlal gkllls are beilng taught in that perticular one, seldom step
in to gee for themeelves what 18 polng on. "hy? Is 1t because the
name being usually glven in capltal letters encounters in many minds
8 confueed Assoclation with "all those alphabeticel government aperne
cleg?" Yet the slmllarly alphabetlcal YMCA has become & perfectly
accepted word ln our vernacular. Is 1t the oclder famlliar ampathy of
people who llve near a historical sight or bullding and so never go
to vielt 1t? 1Is 1t because the repldent centers are so new——--for
they are the very latest of the educatlional Bxperieﬁenta carried on
by our Federal povernment----that most of us simply have hot had time
tolearn that they exlst? ‘Whatever the reason, an almost complete 1g-
norance about them can be counted on in almost any reeder's mind, es
in the mind of the citizen who never poes in to vlslt one eatablished
in his town,

If he did, he would be struck by the almost mathematically ex-
ect contract to what the CCC doees. Item by 1tem, they ere entirely
different. Living quarterg for CCC camps were constructed for the
purpose, out of new materlal, in pleces where no one had ever lived
before. The resldent centers have, almost like swarnlng bees, made
a home-hive out of any asbendoned bulldings evallable. In each CCC
cemp, all over the country, very much the game day's program 1ls

carried on. In resldenf centers the vork verles from mllking cows in
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one place to welding steel in another, from assembling fluorescent
electric lights and constructing radlo sets to teking care of tur-
keys or msking wooden bedsteeds. The young people in OCC camps mre
all boys, living with adult men on about the terms of private sol-
dlers with thelr officers, In most resldent centers, boys and glrls
together work, study, play and eat under the supervision of men and
vomen with whom thelr relatlions are mbout the same 8g those between
teachers and students ln borrding schools. In the CCC eamps, book
study 1s optional: what of it is done has often no connection with
the work of the day: the hours set aslde for 1t are in the evening,
after all the other buslness of the day----work, play, meslg----1ig
over with: the temchers are mostly inexperienced young men, with
no speclalized training as educators. In regldent centers the
young people work for four hours each day, and are required to study
four, generally under professlonally trained teachers, always sub-
Jects which are closely related with the work they have done that
very day. The four-hour a day study period in the resldent centers
1s sometimes in the morning, sometimes in the afternoon, but always
coneldered as a full half of each day's required effort on a par
with productive work, The boye in overalls lesve the lathes on vhich
they are learning to "spin" steel into shepes needed in alrplsne man-
ufecturlng, and slt down at desks to study the mathemetics involved
ln understanding whrt they are do‘ng with thelr hands. The glrls atep
from preparing food which 1s actually needed and actuslly eaten at
the next meal by thelr group, to the book-study of the theory of nu-
trition, under the guldance of a teacher profeasidnally trelned in
that subject.

As mlght be expected, the use of the do-it-yourself principle
in the NYA centers greatly brings down the cagh coat of running them,
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For each COQ boy, our government spends conslderably more then a
hundred dollars & month, with no reduction made slnoe the begl nning,
The young people in resldent centers are taken cere of for about
fifty dollars a month each. This cost 1s constantly decreasing as
they grov more of thelr own food, meke more of the furniture they
need, become more and more self-sufficing. The very plaln, not
meagre, but barely sufficlent food they eat (macaronl, string beans,
milk, bread, butter and cockieg are a typlcal meal), the dilapldated
bulldings they inhebit so cheerfully and try so zestfully to meke
attractive, the absolutely self-done care of their living quarters
and of thelr own minute supply of clothing, the agtonlshingly small
economle margin of the whole enterprise, with every corner cut, every
cent unspent which can posslbly be replaced with efforte-—-—the whole
otmosphere 1s ln the oldest American traditlon of "Eat 1t up, wear
1t out, meke 1t do, do without." It is m background which makes
really leughable the attacks on the NYA resident centers as "psnper—
ing young people who should be out at work." To be Gut at work 1la
the passionate ambltion of every poor boy and glrl in these centers,
taking ardent advantage of the unlgue chance to work and to learn
how to work. When one of them cries cut, "Oh, I've got & jJoblm it
i1s wlth the same exultation thnt the mlddle class boy waves his col-
lege dlploma at his family.

Here 1s another of the contantly recurring contrasts in me-
thods between the CCCcamps and the resident centers. The supervi-
sors in charge of the CCC camps never have thelr families with them,
To see a child living in such a camp would be as extreordinary as to
sée a flamingo in Maine. The enrollees, far from any séttlement,
nelther have nor see any fanmlly 1ife: except when they ere on leave

away from camp, never see a child's or a woman's face. The exact
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opposite prevalls in the resident centers. Merrled teschers and supemn
vigoras with thelr chlldren eat at the same table with the blg boye
and plrls, live under the same roof wlth them, making thelr homes as
best they can in rooms like those used by the students, homes where
the studylng and working boys and girls come and go freely, seelng----
often for the first time----what ordinary normal famlly 1ife 1s. The
bulldings used by the CCC camps &s the resldent centers are agaln st
two extremes: the CCC camps are brand-new, put up for the purpose,
long barracks, with the new wood and tar-paper aspect of temporary
lumber camps. The resldent centers are scattered here and there,
perching like barn-swallows under any old eaweg they can find, most
often in bulldings which have a long hlstory as part of the communal
1ife of a village, town, or farming dlstrlct.

4s 8 denominatlonal boardlng-school, seminery or dcedemy,
origlnally supported by a church, 1s supplanted by tax-supported pub-
1ic high schools, slowly runs down to A dead stop, 1t ls often taken
over as a resldent center. The time-battered, unused shells of the
tulldings have, perhaps, had no cere, neor repalrs for yeers. Henoval-
ing, palnting, peper-hanging, outfitting, scrubbing, plumblng, furnl eh-
ing on 1ts own steanm as 1t gpoes along, & group of moneylees youth once
more £11ls those empty shedls with Jjust whet they were bullt to hold---
Americep youth learnlng hovw to llve and to work., The old dormltorlies
once more have boye Ln one bullding, glrls in enother, ploning up
pletures of thelr home-folks, managlng with & few ynards of bright
meterial and a few trinketa from the nearest ten-cent store to make
thelr 1living quarters not only decently human but individual. In the
large old kitchens, often on the very same anclent renges, glrls in
aprons take turns in cooking and eerving meals, boys walt on tables,

the blg bare dining-rooms are once more voclferous with cheerful

¢ _\’.
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young veolees. Teaching men and women and thelr younger children are
mixed with the learning young folks, at meals, in leisure hours, as
well as in classes. It 1s a perfectly recognlzable continuation of
a femlliar old school folkway thoroughly transposed into modernte rms,
Take the question of discipline as an instance of the modern-
ness of this old agency. The problem 1s the same as ever----how to
organize twenty-four-hours-a-day 1life for blg boys and pirle, &t the
ege usually thought to be full of dynamite, so that it wlll be orderly,
whole some, pleasant for them, gafe-——the right background for learning
and growth. HRules for conduct were formerly handed down frem on high,
to be accepted without question by the youth, and enforced (1f possible)
by teachers unfortunate enouph to be elerted for thie dlsmal police-
work. The student groups are now, as in the best of our modern schools
practically self-governing—---with the inevitable neceggary minimum of
adult backlng and supervision, varying sccording to clrcumstances from
nothing at all to vigorous help in emergenclea. Cltlzenship 1s thus
not only tsught in classes, but constantly end reslistically practlced
within & framework of self-made laws, enforced by self-elected youth
offleers. Courts staffed by young people hearing the evlidence, makds
make thelr own decisions, devise their own penall tles for infractions.
"hat are infractions? They vary from neglect of comers in
eweeplng dormitory corners and rooms, or flagrantly bad grebbing man-
ners at meals, to returning too late after an expedition to tovn or
an unexcuged absence from a work-perlod of classroom hour. One ™n-
fraction" often commltted by new-comers 1s in connectlon with decent
cleanlinese for eating supper. The boys as well as the glrls do thelr
own laundry work, and the matter of decently clean shirts in which to
8lt down to the evenlng meal is one of the subjJects the young self-

fovernment authorities often take up, The rete of pay for each young
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person st a resldent center in return for his dailly productive four
hours work 1ln shops or fields 1s genarallv about tnenty»saven]antu

a day., Often this 1s the first money ever ‘earned by these boys and
glrlse. For the occaslonal poor bhoy who comes in to the center, Just
with the clothes he has on, the first purchase made 1s often a second
ghint, bought by saved-up day's allowances, so that the clean-sghirt-
for-dinner rule can be cbeerved. And after that, the next pulruhnue
s often the pelr of real shoes which cannot in modern timuab;y 1m=
provized out of raw materlal by the utmost individual ingenulty.

As to the young people themselves, the greatest dlfference he-
tween the CCC and the resldent centers 1s that resldent centeres train
glrls as well ss boys. Otherwlse the yowng people are very much alike,
belonging as they sll do to the group which had graduslly been pushed
by industrlallsm entirely away from hothr work and learning how to
vork. The ldeal of the resldent centers 1s to provide, along with
hov=to=work learnlng npportunltiea;, some chance to learn hor to live,
a5 well. ‘hether consclously planned or not, what grovws naturally
out of an asgsenmbling of youth, work, tesching adulte &and 1ife-in-com-
mon, 1s a balance between atudy, sctusl productive modern work and
learnming how to live. This last is "taught® in no class, but by
experlence ln decent, self-directed, approximately normel living-
condl tlona.

Of course, at present the pattern llke all our American 1iv-
ing-patterns, has been violently shoved into one-sideness by the
feverish intensity of lndustrial waer-needs. The actusl manufecturing
vhich can be dnm.-_ by young workers in so essentiml a part of winning
the war that both boys and glrls are now beiny pushed through spec-
ialized, concentrated machine-hendling experience at top speed and
discharged into factories to hold Jobs, often st the end of only three
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montha of residence in the center. The 1deal term would be at least
& yerr., One would say thst three months is far too short a time to
sho* any effect of a new way of 1ife on character and versonall ty,
But no. Even now, striking results appear from brief experlence

o/
of well-run grup 1life, from the dally personal end humsn contacts
vwith teachling adults superior in cultlvatlon and education to thoge

formerly known by the youth. Boys and glrls from isolsted back-
roads farms, paralyzed to ulﬁr, avkward dumbness by a new fece, move
freely end easslly in & group oy the time they "greduste” from a
resldent center into a jJob in A& war fectory. Boye and glrls from
degperstely poor city tenement homes after only thoge few weeks of
obeervation and experience of elementary decencles 1n eating and
washling (both faces and shirts) po out to the modest economic inde-
pendence of thelir flrst wage-earning work with an incredibly greater
abllity to en)oy thelr falr ghare of the everyday convenlences and
institutions provided by our soclety for lts members. They leamn,
for instance, enough of what the averape amenltles of plain 1lfe
are, so that they can go into an ordinsry hotel for a meal, without
egonlzing self-doubt as to manners: they learn thet they are welcome
in public llbraries and communlity centers: theoy acculre emough self-
confidence to discuse with & rallroad conductor, reasonably and quletly
without belligerent slarm or tlmid acqulescence, a posslble misteke
made in the purchase of & ticket.

‘Thia changed attitude towards life they learn through thelr
pores, &8 unconsclously as they breathe. But they learn 1t qulte
ea definltely as they learn in thelr four-hours-a-day "relsted traln-
ing claseges’™ how to put topether the linee and flpures on flst sheets
of blue-print peper so thet they have a mentel pleture of a three-
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dimensional object which they can construct mccurntely to measurements
in wood or metal. '
Certaln bugbears have been cleared forever out of the way by
the results of the resldent center experiment. One of them 1g the
ides that older boys and glrls cennot safely share dally 1ife, o tudy
&nd work, except under a strinpent discipline of all-pervasive au-
thority like that of en educatlonel Gestapo. A much older human
institution seems to work better than educetlonel secret police
under a dictatorshlp----the very old institutlcn of the blg femily.
A mixture of men and women, plrle and boye, working, teaching, learn-
ing and playilns together 1m the oldest of our communel hablts. It
geens to have survived all the ineredible chanpes 1n our other
heblts because 1t is the most efficlent way to organize life for the
adolescents. A well-balenced diet and exerclse program does not
cure bodlly slckness: 1t prevents moat of 1%t. A dally 1ife program
which has in 1t a good shsre of those hunan relationa shown by ex-
perience to be needed for personallty-health doea not dlscover new
cures for the new modern neurcoses. It preventa thelr developlnp.

The lest phese of the transition from child to edult hae
proven the most dlifficult one to manage in the modern small famlly.
Larger-income famllies have elways sent awey to boardlng schools many
of thelr sons end daughters at thils age. The regldent centers pro-
vide for lower-income young folks, this group life, lsrger in numbers
but still in more or less netural relation with each other, in vhich
the older adolescent can safely, succeesfully, meke his way through
the last xBEX gteps from dependent childhood to independent meturity.
In this background he can take on genulne reaponsltllity for the con-

duct of hils ovn life to a mich lerger degree than ever before. But
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he is gtill safepuarded by the framework around him from making those
tragle, irreparsble, gangster-producing mistekes which follow when he
nssunes that responslillity too young, or in solltude: or et ANy REe
in any clrcumstances without having had some personal experience of
results followlng on cause. The most burning deslre of normel adol-
escence ls preclsely to asaume personsl responsibpllity for self-
dlrection. Hence so to orgenze group life as to glve them thls re-
sponsibllity for self-government as much as ls safe, 1s to plane
your wood with the graln, not across 1t, alweys the grestest possl-
ble economy of both effort and material.

Future students of the educationsl explorers aof our period
of hlstory cannot fall to notlce also what an invalusble psycholog-
ical transltlon-step, from modern childhood to modern 1life, 1s pro-
vided hy having the younp people work directly for themeelves, pro-
viding for many of their own needs by thelr own efforts. It is a
long lone gep from the chilldish tskinp-for-granted that food, cloth-
ing and lodging will always be provided by some adult, to the in-
dustrial complexity of workinm, not to get what you need directly,
but to pet some money with whiesh to buy what you need. The resi-
dent work-study center plves adolescents an experience of the simpler,
old-time way of providing by dlrect personal effort a large part of
the actual food, clothing and lodglng they need.

Yet this 1s not, as 1t 1s done by the resident center organi-
zatlon, an expdnsive, artiflclal, anachronistlc pretense of llving
primitively as one's forefathers did, like the tent-dwelling, wood-
chopping, high-tultion summer camps. There 1s, it ig true, some of
thie direct very old-time closeness of contact with meetlng materisl

needs. FPotatoes which they themselvee eat, are often growvn, even

i
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by the young people in centers who are studylng steel-welding. To a
conel derable extent the boys and girls, out of the twenty-seven cente
8 day allowance buy material which in their sewing clneses they mske
into the evervday clothes they themselves wear, and the occaglonel
éstonishlingly, touchingly pretty party dress which blooms out of
two dollars and thirty-seven cents worth of stuff. But most of
thelr experience of litersl self-support is secured in the modern
vay by the modern principle of division of lsbor. "hat mekes 1t
possible for young minds to gragp the fact that divlision of their
labor ls only another name for "swapping work, " 1s that the dlvision
of lebor is on a smaller scale. The young people of & resident cen-
ter which specializes in agriculture skill, dress and crate slxty
of the fowls out of the flocks they ere ralsing, and send them to
another resident center in exchange for some of the tubular steel
chalrs manufactured by the vorking students there, FPlates and cups
and saucers made and baked by adolescents learning the potter's skill
under modern condltions, are exchanged for fluorescent lipghts assem-
bled in enother center. 3Blankets are "traded" for radlo getg, "Te're
meking these bedstesds for a resldent center that'e electro-plating
gome knlves and forks and spoons for us, " you are told by an elghteen
year old carpenter. Thus simply, vislbly end understandably to take
in each other's industriasl washing iz the best posslble treining for
making some sense out of ® adult employment in mimutely subdivided
modern industrialiem. It elso provides the best possible way to cut
down the cash cost of running these work-gtudy live-together groups.
And 1t does reduce the cost to a degree which makes some prophets
think that ultimately they might almost be self-supporting.
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Inherent 1n thls, es in several nthar;aatuma of the resl-
dent center effort, 1s a strong reason agalnet trylng to run them
ea local, or even as State, institutions. To approsch in any realls-
tlc way, a preliminary rehearsal of vwhat sub-divided modern indus-
triellesm 18, they must be carrlied on over an ares large enougzh to
ello™ & great diversity. Speclalization 1s essentlal for thls youth
productlon, as it 18 in the adult productive field for which 1t 15
80 sultable a preparation. Tp have the young people in one center
learning how to electroplate metel, not £t all how to grow vepetahles,
but in another how to spln end wesve wool with modern machinery but
not how %o handle steel, ls valuable not only beceuse esch group can
eupply the other with needed obljects, but because none but specialized
gkllls Bre wanted in modern production. As unlt to provide a fleld
larpe enough to keep down the cost of thls absolutely needed speciall-
zatlon, an area st least as large as a State 1s needed. A larger
field would be better yet, to permit adaptation of tralning for
extremely subdivided speclalizetion in industry.

It seems almost certaln that intelligent educstlional experts
of the future will see that the resident, work-study, self-supporting
center 1s an educatlonal device to be carrled on by our netlon,
rether than individuel States. To draw a geogrephic llne acroas
which youne people may not pese to pet the pertlculsr kind of train-
ing any one of them ma& need, would mean a qulet unnecessery and very
expensive dupllcatlon of effort. For instance, pottery-maeklne skill
1s.certalnly one of those trades for which preparation will certainly
be needed, But not & very large number of younpg people from any one
area wlll probably want to go into thias work. One center for plving

this tralning will not be needed in every State. One to a peopraphical
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lrelu_-l_un' would serve the purpose. The students polng there need
to be transported but twice----when they arrive and when they
leave. It would be much chesper to move the occaslonal young por-
son Ln Malne who wants to leern the potter's trade, to & center
in TWestern Mew York, than for the State of Ualne to set up and
conduct an independent pottery training school so that the few
Kelne youngeters cnnnarﬁad miqht pet thelr training without step-
plrg scrose the line of thelr own State.

The extreme speclalizatlon of modern industry obviously calls
for an extreme speclalization in tralning facilitles, such as we
heve not had, such as we heve not been gble to plan for. Fpr years,
how to provide such a wide veriety of tralning hes been one of the
bitterest and apparently most insoluble problems of the publie hlgh-
schools. This problem might be solved by recognizing that the
resgon why local high schools do not provide train!.ﬁz for all the
kinds of ocecupetlion needed by £l1 the young pecple in their vielnity
1s simply that they cannot. It 1s proving lnsanely lmposelble for
esch high school to edd to the genercl educatlon needed by each
young person, for his perscnsl development, any conslderable numbher
of the kinds of technlcal training needed hy young people as jJob-
holders. Yet if they don't get speclallzed training, they von't get
or hold Jobs.

If resident work-study vocatlonsl schools could be plven some
folk-nome 1like "technical boarding schoola® without sny capltal-let-
tered nickname to rub our preludlces the wrong way, might it be
easler for our not-very-clear breins to percelve that possibly in
them & way heae been hit upon to solve the unsoluble problem of local
high schools? They could be left to do vhet they are equipped to
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do very well, develop into educational institutlons to provide for
all younger adolescents a general introductlon to the qdrv!.umtlun
and eulture of thelr nation. There 1s no celoulAtlng whnt a beatlf-
1o legsening of rervous tenslon and educational misery would fellow
the apandonment by our high schools of the impossible task of fit-
ting young people for verylng technlcal Joba in our eprolalizing
industrisl system of production. Theose locsl high schools could,
with a slmplified realistlc curriculun, concentrate on teaching
young people something of the art of belnz clvilized in thelr per-
gonal lives arnd how to make some sense out of thelr responslbllities,
dutles and privileges as cltlzens in a republle, Such high schools
vwould not be hated as ales! so many young Americans now hate the aub-
jects they sre forced to study ln lnstitutlons only half transformed
from Letln prep schools. And when they left its doors, the only
-lace for them to go during those vital years of later youth would
not be the poolroom, or the sldewalk. Each one of them would choose
a place to live and work and learn, where he would no longer be an
economle burden on hies parents, but,-"!;!.z own work could pay for his
food and lodgilng anéd learning-opportunities, Just as, ln earller gen-
eretione, learning young workers always did pay thelr owvn way.

Because these centers would rnot be burdensomely expensive to
get up (no plategless windows and blg fireproof bulldings needed)
there could pe enpough of them~---oh, the relief this would be to
every desently consclentlous heart in the older generatlionl----to
take in all the older boys and girls, for whom no other chances to
lemrn what they reed, are open. 'hy not? A provision ls made, no
matter how grudglngly so that they all pet enough food not to starve
to death. Decaupe there would be many of such self-supporting (or
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glmost) schoole, they could offer the wide variety of tralning meeded
for our intensively specialized industriasl scclety. :

It 15 'a blue-print worth the study of tax-poylng cltlzens,

perents, educAtors and young people.

In any case, whether this blue-print 1s renlized in fruitful
human velues or not, no matter what the unimsglinable immedliate future
hag in store for us, 1t would be folly for us Tto try to golve its
educational problems wlthout a olear 1dea in our minds of the edu-
cetlonal drsma of the last two decades in the 1lives of the sons and
daughters of our natlon. The meln fasts arc clear now, end thelr
gequence 1s plaln, ms 1t was not when 1t vas taklng plece. Flrat
there was the long, slow, twllipght of growing unemployment for people
at mges which in earlier days had been earning-a-1livling phase of
1ife. As thls twilight gradually darkened to a terrifying blackness
which we could no longer lgnore, our first puess At Lts cause was
nthe depression®, that mysterious diseage of our economlc 1life, in
which, B by some flendlsgh black mapgle, our ﬁeuple were starved into
strengthlessness, although surrounded by hesped-up end unused food
and wealth., ™ith the same traglce perverslty of nof-to-be-understood
forceas, our young people, eaper and anxicus to lesrn how to work,
found no work avellable to them, elthough there was work every-here
desperately needing to be done.

411 this took plece under our eyes, and our eyes were wide
open in shocked alarm, to see Lt., ™"e could not but see the ldling, un-
trained, slackly useless and very unhappy young folka all sround us.
e paw that there were no Jobs for them, and no way for the great
majority of them to learn how to hold a Job, 1f they could ever land

one., We were not sllent about this sorrowful and dangerous sltuation.
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But we had not the slightest 1dea what to do sbout it. Our public

school personnel were quite aware of 1t too. They were the only

#

|
people in the natlon pald by us to take on the responalbility for the

care of American youth. And they had no more ldea than we, how to
take care of them in thlse ner crisis. ;Iuthin;: in their professional
e;c'pe-!“innua had prepared tham to cope with & diffieulty in young
people's 1lves which was not educationsl but economlc, A4g doctors,
cherged by us with the responslollity for our national health, are
helpless when economlc dlstress 1s, &8s 1t 18 s0 often, & cause of
slckness, our army of educators were-—--we all were-——1ike people in
8 niphtmare, incepable of stirring to ward off an inexorably approach-
ing deadly peril.

B The best, ususlly the only way, to bresk the dreamlike apell
of prEsive despaeir 1s to sct., But we could not imapgine what action
mirht be taken. It wag our Federal Government which took msction,
bold, headlong, fool-hardy action, plunelnge forward inta the unex-
plored new territory where educatlon became tangled with economics,
rhere wages were part of learning, where Jobs and atudy were one,

The other older agencles charged with the welfare of youth-=--the
family, the public schools, the church----hed heen brought to a help-
less standstll] by what seemed the insoluble problem of keeplng 1live
young people vhile they acquired new training which had never before
been necessary for them to acquire except on the Job. e 4ld not gee
how thieg new responeibllity could be mgsumed in the old Tramework of
soclety. How could 1t be mansged without maklng tremendous migtake of
vithout petting far of f the course?

Yhet, apperently, upheld the Federal Plannera, sag they craghed

forwerd into the underbrush of new conditlone and new needs, wag the
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convietlon thet it never could be done if 1t were not begun. So it
was befun. Just as everybody had thought, mlstakes were made. Tn
fpet mistokes plled up, False atarts were comnon., Some of the pathe
sketched out, led nowhere, or toock the 'hardaat way around, were just
as the crape-hanpers feared, waste motlon. But they were motion.
That was what had been needed to clear the mlr. And some of thope
new resds, leld out by puess, lead surely forward.

The wideat, surest path which has been opened, of course, is
the paychical peth opened through the Jungle of hablt and custom in
our ovn bralne. e have all wekened with a wild start from that
black brooding nightmare in which we helplessly sew the young peaple
of ocur natlon, our only ‘future, starving, psychologlcally and 1iter—
elly, before our eyes. There is moral henlth in the very heat with
which the dlspute i1s now belng carried on ss to vho ls to po shead
with the new educntional path-finding. Shall 1t be added to the
educrtional responslbllities of our States? Or ghall kx the work
continue to be done by Federal agencles? Or by a combination of the
two?

Never a volee of &1l those elamorously discussing thls ways-and-
means questlon sugpgests that the new kind of education ehould not be
done et all. Yot the idea that it must be done--—and on A large
neough seale to meet an immensely wide-spread need, 1s less than ten
years old. ‘®Burning our heads ever so elightly from the flxed enxlous
geze which we foous with sesred intensity on the deadly perll of our
present, we see at a glance thnt in a slngle decade the enormous

educatlonal effort, theory and preactice of our natlon has turned
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a corner. It is ready now---if we survive the Age-old ordeal of war---
to lay out the needed new reads to the future.
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