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If Litvinorf 1s accompanled by his witfe, could we bespeak

Mre. Hoosevelt:

your cooperatlon by having her ilnvited to a preas conrercnce to be
interviewead? As I understand it, she's English, and he used to be

A newgpeper man himselr, so-she shoaulA ba A vary pood subject.

Hutahhat you visited the "Chamber of Horrors" at the Food and
Urug Administration last wedlkt, Do you think Pror. Tugwell justifled
in making a vigorous campalgn against polmon cosmetles, quack

cure-alls, and harful candy tor chlldren?

~ Have you made any turther plans for vlsitling the West Virginla

gxmpt factory-farm project?

Personal: My triend, Mary Margaret MeBrlae ia coming 8o the
White Hou.e today with the ecrop of Quota glrls. 4llet 2mile at her
sweetly for my sake sds sha'll feel all set up among her frriends?

More Parsonal: I think your artieclee in the Woman's Home Companlion
are becoming increasingly interesting. 1 was so pleased with the one
thie month==--and happy to see it tooc. For the thinge we wrote about
what you sald or older women was interpreted wrongly by thoee who
slmply read headlines like: "Mrs. Hoosevelt sess no place for older women:
On that page you have opportunity to get your entlire idea =acroas.

Most Personal: Martha Strayer is wrlting you & llttle line teday,

which 18 from me too, ani which I know you will understand.

Haga purman




. My pEar “E.R.M:

' WORDS uaﬂHoT DESCRIAE THE KiSK | GOT FidH PULLIJC THC PIGTURE
POST CARD FACM THE KAIL DOX. SEZ2 | vo ty Bob, "THis 1siTHE
ULTIVATE ULT IR LEKOCRACY."

But | LOOKED IN VAIN For THE X THAT MAGRKED TiE ROOH HERE
YOU SLEPT, 50 /AS FORGED TO GONCLUDE THERE tiluilT PERHAPS GE
AN ULTER.
PreviousLY, | HAD HAD TiE SEST OF INTCLTIONS OF DROPPING YOU
A LINE, OUE TO FINGING IN THE PAPER A LITTLE POEM LHICH FIT TO
A T YOUR DESCHIPTION OF THE Amusﬁdhcx AND 1TS ACCOLPAMIMENTSa |
ENGLOSE 1T,
LIKE MAMY AN OTHER, GOLE THE EMUfGF THIS FLSCAL YEAR, THE
ARMSTR0OIG JRS. ARE RETRENCHING. -THE METHOD 1S TO MOVE IN WITH
THE ARHSTROKG SENIORS===UHIGH S0TEHOW SIVES THE ERMOIEOUS ERFECT=--
AND FEEL=--0OF AFFLUEHCE. :
WE ARC HAVIWNG LOTS OF FUN FIXIWG UP & LITTLE {IOVING PICTURE
" SHOW IMN THE GASEMENT---WHERE KAYOE PERHARS, WE PRAY, AT SOME
FUTURE DATE, WE MIGHT, INVEIGLE YOU OUT TO SEE YOURSELF AS WE
CAUGHT YOU.
AND AFTER Jury 1, DOW'T FDRﬁET; MY ADDRESS UILL AT ALL

) TIMES CE 3554 EDMUNDS STREET OR, MORE EASY TO REMEN3LR,

ASSOGIATED PRESS===CAUSE |'D NEVER WANT TO MISS A PICTURE PUSTGARDS

GrATEFULLY ,
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Apain I come asking=---but if the request 1s not in order, don't
hesitate to turn me down flat. I don't want to presume in any way
on vour ever-amazing friendliness and graclousness. |

|

My friend, Mary Margaret LUcBride, of New York, has been doing
radlo interviews for McFadden's new publication, The Radio Hirror.
S8he wrote me she wanted to do one on the president, and 1f Bob and
I could help her put it over, she'd give him §50 of the mere 3100 she
gets for them.

He talked to the radlo people, and got the technical part of
the broadeasting from the White House, and together we described for
her how we had seen it done that Btnday night we were there.

Today I got the attached further letter from her. It seems she
musat actually speak to him and get some expression about radlio.

The megazine would pay her expenses down here 1f she could
thereby find opnortunity to shoot & single question at him.

I would take it up with Steve Early, and aszsk 1f there was a
chance at the press conference, and not bother you with it, if Bteve
hadn't already told me he was having to be very stricdt about them.

I thought Jjust maybe there might be some tea-time 1t wouldn't be too
much bother. Or if he were golng to do another broadecast from the
white House, she might slin in them.

Maybe, too, with your permission, llssy, or some one else who
has watched him several years could tell how he had made hisa
remarkuble mastery of the radio. Was he born with that perfect
"gadio voice" or did he have to cultivate 1t7

¥Yours with head bowed in deepest humility at belng such a pest,
and I'm coming to the #hite House Saturday tc leave you a Chrilstmas
greeting----and I just loved going to that play with you more than
anything that ever hanpened to me.

"Within the next four weeka" was the deadline set on the radio
articls.

Have u good time in New York!

Jincerely,

(Be-a-0 Fu e an
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Dutooer L5, 1954

Loy Beadot
L lorgut t,:ln ghVu you buid
yoLr cdlgpdugs tils woluiug wnen L
Wis Chanlug Lo gou, &0 I cu weddig
thg Tu you =T jour Luue.
allectionntely,

TM
wisy Dess burdal

cTic wlistuuslu aVeuue
suanlagton




Jenuary 17, 1938 f "1 O

I will poss at any tims
that Bob wants. I he 1s coming
over for any of these platures hLe
oan take mine at the same time. I
will try to gat hold of the Fresident
also.

I am certainly going to try
to do samething for Amelia but I ocannot
tell you for & dey or two what 1t will
bs. However, I will at a nbtioe
as soon as it is settled.

I will bring the soulptor
to the President's attention but I
doubt if he will sit for any indivi-
duml. The roads thing will interest
bim very much.

Cordielly,

F rmatrong
2712 Wisconsin Avenue
Washington, D. C.

5:DD
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| HOPE YOU vON'T THINK | 'VE 0 EEN WEDDLINC 1n SOLEINILIG
'HAT'S WOIE OF MY BUSIWESSy BUT-THERE'S SOME THING | .aNT o
STRAIGHTEW OUT,

#HILE | WAS BEING URGED TO TRY TO GET » COPY UF THE
ROOSEVELT CHRISTMAS CARD THAT THE |NTERNATIONAL PHOTO SERVIGE
HAD JUST BUSTED, | HEAKD, NOT FIRST HAND LUT SECOND OK THIWL,
THAT THE HERALD TRIBUNE HAD USED |IT TOO, AND THAT THE LOGICAL
SOURCE FOR THAT SEEMEL TO BE EMMa,

JELLy IF SHE HAD HAPPEMED TO LO ITy | wash't woine TO
WORRY HEKR, BUT IF SHE HALN'T, | DIDN'T WANT HER BLAMEL,; S0
WHEN SHE WAS HERE LAST WEEK | EXCHANGED NOTES WITH HE. RE
WHITE |IOUSE CHRISTMAS GIFTS AlD FOUND OUT SHE HAL UOWE
EXACTLY THE SAME THIKG | DID==-QEEYEDL THE "JO NOT OPEWN UNTIL
XMAS" S1GNS AND SO GOT HER FlisT GLIMPSE OF IHE SAlD Canu UN
XMAS MORNING.  MOREOVER, IN THE GENERAL AMAS RUSH, SHE HALN!T
EVEN SEEN THE THING UNTIL WHENAIT WAS PUBLISHEL |n HE:® L8 Y
PAPER===SHE EVEN TRIED TO ARGUE \/ITH ME WHEM | salD YHE
HERALD TR IBUNE HAD USED IT===THOUGH | HADN'T SEEN [T TIERE
EITHER==1M THE GENERAL XMaS RUSH,

| INTENDED TO MENTION THIS TO YOU SUNDAY===uu| ulon'T
“ANT TO HOTHER LRS, R, wITH IT. AND TOLaAY | GOT THe
EMCLUSED LETTER FROM LMMA, WHICH GCLEARS THE WHOLE IH Ilu uP,
+OULD YOU MIND TELLING STEVE?

SINCERELY YOuwrs AL LAY Sy

Brag Furman {

e 3 e,













DE AR IIE.R. ||

IN CONNECTION WITH THE MARCH 4 DINNER, ; | WROTE TO ALL THE
"CABINET WIVES" AND ASKED THEM PLEASE TO GIVE ME A BRIEF EXPRESSION
ON THE SUBJECT: "WHNT THE TWO! YEARS IN WASHINGTON HAVE MEAIT TO MELM

AT FIRST IT LOOKED AS THOUGH THE IDEA WOULD FALL THROUGH===BUT
nNow MRS, HuLL AND MRs,. CUMMINGS HAVE RESPONDED; hRS, MORGENTHAU AND
MRS. ICKES HAVE PROMISED TO, | WOULD DO IT WITH THAT MANYy IF THE
OTHERS DID NOT COME INy BUT | THINK AFTER | CIKCULATE AMOWG THEW
TONIGHT AT THE RECEPTION, THEY PROSBABLY WiLL,

Now |'D LIKE TO HAVE A PICTURE THAT COULD GE USED Wi TH THE
STORYs | FIND, ON 1NQu|n§, SUCH & PICTURE WAS MADE A SHORT TIME AGO
AT ONE OF THE LUNCHEONS, AND NOW AWAITS YOUR OKEH, PERHAPS IT WASN'T
GOOD ENOUGH TO GO, BUT IF IT IS5 TO BE RELEASED AT ALL, |'D SURE

LIKE TO HAVE |IT LONE REXWEXM IN TIME TO GO WITH THE MARCH 4 STORY,

| AM ALSO, FOR A SEPARATE STORY, GOING OVER SOME OF THE THINGS
¥OU HAVE LOWE IN THE PAST 32ub DAYS, SO PLEASE WPREPARE TO BE IN A

PROGRESS—/ARKING AND REMINISCENT MOO0D,

b e e

| HAVE BEEN NO END FLATTERED AT HE.RING ON ALL SILES THAT
YOU ASKEL FOR WE MONDAY. | TEEL "EM IF THEY HAD TO ASK ALL THE
IMPBDENT QUESTIONS THOUGHT UP BY ALL THE EDITORS INWTHE U.5.A, THEY'D
BE HISSEDITQG. ' '

I DGN'TISUFPQSE THERE IS A GHOST OF A SHOW THAT YOU WILL BE
IN OMAHA, NEBRASKA, ON MARCH 30TH, BUT BECAUSE THIS APPEAL CAME,FROM
MY OWN PAPER, | AM PASSING IT ALONG SO | CAN TELL THEM DEF [N|TELY

THERE'S A CHANCE, OR THERE ISN'T, Bess




MoRNING - EVENING - SUNDAY

1 Omana, NEBRASKA

|
Fabruary 1%, 1935 |
Ure, Elizabeth Fummen Amstrcns

Avrocieted Froomy 700 ey b

Washington, D. C. i
Dear Elizabeth;

I trust thet you are in a charitable and crpansive mood at tliel mousent beecmse I cowe
seeking informntion, It so happens thnt Cngha is to be the scene of the Untional
¥lower Show beglnoicg Merch =0th, snd the loyel and tatriotic eltizens of your . ne-tize
liome town are all pgog over it., Imcluded awong the idess bto mole the nutlon conscivus
of this stupendous event, an awblticus comnittee concelved the idea pf having Presldent
Roosevelt open the show by pressing a button iu Washington and invifl ¢ Ure., Hoosevelt
Lo cows Lo Omsha, be the cit b guest at the openliy of the show, aud malke a Lrief end
tuforuel ecinowledguent over@a nntion-wide radlc hoolup to be ervanped for,

Belng yokels of the iinterland, the coummittes did wot lmov how to proceed in trylue to
arrange so asmbitious m program, Filuslly, Franic Fogerty decided that you might hove some
sertinent thoughts on vhat methods the comw.ittee might pursue and that out of s great friecd-
iy feeling for soue of yuur old pleymates you wight even oifer a Liltle aid ang eacuursge-
went on your own initintive, so I was acked lu write jou and Inmclily veduest Four best

nivice pnd thouglite on what wight be cone,

Scwme of the folks seen to think that the wey to proceed iu all watters of tuls kind
is to try to pull political wires and exert politlcel pre:sure, Pessonally, I suspect
that such methods wight not strilce Mrs. Rovsevelt's famcy, I really would perscually
nppreciste 4t 4f you could supply.an idea or tro that I could poss allng.

For yuur inforwntion, the Motionpl Flower Show really is gquite an event, It is net a
locnl proposilion ut is confuctea by au associstlon whilch senches out all over the
country. It was al.ne Dack in the tlee orf Presid.nt Garfield I tuiri, that the Preal-
dant of the United States, by some special creative act, mace possible the assoclatlon
wnlch today conducts these snial shows end attracte cxhibite Tvou all over the United
Stetes and from sowe foreign countries,

I trust this letter flnds you in the best of health snd with wach proeperity. Ly bt
regards to the masculine but, of course, much less lmportant Lalf of pour facily,

Siucersvly yours,

Lttt

Tred §, Hunter/bh




April 13, 1935

Dear Bess:

|
Yony thunks for lerting me
aea your-"First Lo s Dietionary",
I think ‘you 4 marvelous job ond
it apst huve been difiicult to col

Aflfection tely,

Miss Bess Furman
2712 Wisconsin Avenue
Washington

S50



First Lanyds DicTIONARY

AVOGATIDN==="SOLETHING WN LIFE WHICH OGCUPIES EITHEIR YOUR MIND OR YOUR
ANDS, AND “WHICH WILL CHAMGE YOUR TREND OF THOUGHT WHEN YoOU
WISH TO GHANGE IT."

BUDGET=~="A NECESSARY EVIL NO MATTER 1O LULL YOU 11AMK FIND IT, EQUALLY
NECESSARY FOR THLC WOMAN VITH $15 A WEEK AS FORX THE L.OMAN OF
UNLIMITED MEANS,

CHARITY===""NOT ONLY THE IMSEDIATE ALLEVIATION OF LISTRCSS, GUT THE
UP=UUILDING OF THE INDIVIDUAL O THE FAMILY 70 A POINT OF
INDEPE!IDENCE SO THAT CHARITY WILL BE UNNECESSARY s CHARITY
MEAN ING THC GIVING OF MATERIAL THILLS  SHOULD E TAKCH OUt
OF OUR PLANNED SOCICTY.

cit |3ENSH|'F-"'-“NQ MORE a'I.PATH?. NO MORE ACCEPTIHG IDEAS HANDED TO YOUy HO
MORE ACCEPTING l...-'i.BELS, NOR EVEN FACTS JUST BECAUSE THLCY ARE
TOLD TO ¥YOU AS FACTS===|MNSTrAD, AN OPCH LithDy A& RZaL IHGUIRY AS
TO HOW TO USE THAT MI D TO THL DBCST ADVANTAGE, A fcAL DETERMINAY
THAT WHAT YOoU [AVE GAINED YOU ARE TO GIVE BACK TO YOUHR COUNT kY
AND ITS PEOPLES"

EDUCAT | ON===

EconoMmy=BcOoST CUNTAILMENT BASED OW A VIUHING OF WHAT Y ILL LO POS5IGLE
HARM AND WHAT CAN BE DONE WITHOUT HARM 70 FUTURE GENERATIONS &
IF WE GET FALSE ECONDMY IT V ILL UC BECAUSE %E CID HOT TaKe
THE TROUULE 70 GET THE RIGHT KIND OF ECONOWY e

FEAR=== "A DAD THING AT ALL TIMCS===IT SHOULD 0F ELIMINATED FROM OUR
LIVES AS WUCH AS POSSIBLE,"

L1

GARDENING===""NOT JUST A QUESTION OF ENJOYI6G THE FLOWERS OB THE
'IIEI‘.'IETJ\.HLES} IT IS5 SOMETHING LIKE KLUARING A CHILD. You HAVE
TAKEN S0 MUCH TROUGLE ABODUDF IT TIHAT YOU CANNOT HELP GETTING
A TREMENDOUS SATISFACT 10N OUT OF IT."




HOL I DAY S===""THE TIME WHEN ONE GETS THIT GRAND FEELIMG_OF LETTING OMESELF
GO INTO WHATCVER OHE VANTS TO DD, THUS DEVELOP | NG INI!'IWD-LI#LITY,
ORIGIMAL ITY, AND PERSUNALITY."

LADY===""IN ESSENT IALS, A LADY REMAINS EXACTLY VIHAT SHE ALWAYS WAS. THE
ESSENT IALS ARC KINDLINESS OF SPIRIT, AND THE KIND OF NATUR®LHESS
WHICH 1S NOT NEPENDENT ON B14TH O GIRCUMIT/WIGES &JRNKOUNDIN: THE
PERSON, OUT IS DEPENDENT ON THE INNER ASSURANCE THAT IF YOU ARE DOX
DOING THE RIGHT AMD KIND THING IT MUST OC THC RIGHT WAY TO
ACT, THERCFORE YOU DO HOT JOTRY ABOUT AT PLOPLE MAY THINK, OR
WHETHER WHAT YOU DO SEEMS TO THEM RIGHT OR LKONG."




2--—

MONEY ===='"ONNY A TOKEN, BUT A TOKEN VHICH REPRESENTS REAL THING Gm==

Y SOMEBODY 'S V/IORK OR THE PRODUGT|ON OF SOME MATERIAL THINGLS
FOR WHICH SOME HUMAN HEINGS MNEE IN SOME WAY VORKEDs REAL vi0 K
OF SOME KIND MUST ATTEND THE HONEST MAK ING OF MONEY,"

Ne4eMDORL INESS==="NOT TO 0F INTERESTED JUST IN FAMILY AFFAIRS, BUT TO
BE INTERESTED IN EVERYTHING Vi ICHXBEME TOUCHES THE
NEI GHRORHOOD, "

n---—--

REKXTXESANN .

POLITICIAN===4 PUBLIC SERVANT UNSELFISHLY GIVING HIS TIME TO CARRY our
THE WISHES OF A MAJORITY OF TiC PEOPLL, ANLD DEVOTING TO
THAT RASK ALL HIS EDUCATION AND EXPCRIENCE"

q.—---

Rese

SNUB===""THE EFFORT OF A FE RSON WHO FEELS SUPERIOR TO MAKE SCMEONE ELSE
FECL INFERIOR, TO DO THIS, IT IS NECESSARY FIRST TO FIND
SOMEONE “HO CAN BE MADE TO FEEL INFERIGR, "

FORTUNATE PEOPLE VH0O HAD NOT OHLYXMEEZHEMNXXER MON

BUT THROUSH SOME ACCIDENT OF BIRTH OR CIRCUMSTANC
WERE THROWN WITH THOSE WHOSE WORD AND ACTION CARRI
WEIGHT IN THE COMMUNITY, AND WHBO VIERE THE PEOPLE
LOOKED UP TO AND GOPIED BY THE REST OF THEIR
FELLOWMEN, £

SOCIETY===(AS WAS)==="A LITTLE GROUP OF PEOPLE, SET APART FROM THE REST




Soclery (AS 18)===""MEANS TIAT HUMAN DEINGS NEEB CONTAGCT WITH EACH OTHER,
AND MUST HAVE OPPORTUNITIES FOR KNO.. ING EACH OTHER, AND
FOR BEING MUTUALLY HCLPFULs SOCIETY TODAY MEANS THE
UIG SOCIETY OFAX ALL MEN AND VOMEN, AMD EACH OME OF US
IN OUR OWN LITTLE SPHERE MAY HAVC RCAL SOCIETY IF WE
CULTI UAEE MAKING FRIENDS AND DiAVING ARDUND US ONGENIAL
PEDPLE s

T-Ladillon---"the continulty of comradeship and experience which really
binds people, especlally famlilies, together.®

s

u----—r-

LV .

Viemmm——



May 4, 1938

Dear Dess:

Thaok you very muoh for
sending me the "Firat Lady*s Lexicon”.
1 was greatly interested and emused
by it. wa,ver, 1 amw not as cptimistio
about 1t being = ocollector's item four
posterity as you arel

Sincerely,

Miss Hesa Furman
2712 Wisoonsin avae,
Waahingtnn, D. &.



Dear "E.R.": - "Tl' L ' . >
|

L]

WELL, HERE'S THE FIRST FIRST LADY'S LEXICON TO APPEAR IN PRINT, |

A HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW IT WILL BE A COLLECTOR'S ITEM, | PROMISE YOU===

AND | WONDER HOW MANY OF YOUR IDEAES WILK FHEN BE REALITIES==-AND IF,

SAY, THE WORD "WAR" W ILL BE MORT NEARLY OBSOLETE.

| SHALL FILEE IT WITH A NOTATICN FOR SOME GAL REPORTER OF THE

FUTURE TO FIND OUT. ‘ U?%
: : .«

i . - : 't‘;‘
Bess Gt -qd\}\




August 23, 1935

Dear Bess:

Thank you very much for your
letter. I feel as you do about Dr.
Btannard but I did not know about ihe
until after it was all over. Poersonslly
I toink that if we do not get the right
wonun oo the Securities Bourd vt the
start, it 1s better to have throe nen
gnd perliaps laster find 1t best to have
g new persons You pay not egree with
me on thia but I feel strougly that
when a woman is put in it ls neoessary
to Eut in one whe is good. I agree
with you about Marglie Neal.

The President loved your
verse end I em delighted that you and
Bob will be up for Labor Dey. Let me
know when you arrive.

Affeotionately,

Miss Bess Furman

- £712 Wisconsin Avenue

a:D



|
Dear "E.R.":

bl

IN THE FIRST PLACE, |'VE TAKEN THE HHTt?H oF LiJOR LAY UP AT
i

AN AUSPICIOUS MOMENTy AND | THINK THE CHAMCES ARE JUST AUOUT A

HUNDRED PER 'GENT |'LL GET TO cOuE=-=IF CONGRESS qUITS (X MARKS.

0
Lo J‘.

THE SPOT WHEEE THE FINGERS ARE ﬁnuaskﬁ) AND THE IKDOSEVECLTS ARE IN ifi
RES|IDEVCEs Bos AnND | WILL JUST HOP IN THE FLIVVER Al DRIVE UP===
YE'WE BEEN UANTING TO SEE SOME OF our NEwW YORK FRIENDS FOR A LONG
TIME ANYHOW,.
THE dTHEﬂ MATTERS OF VHIicH | SPOKE OVER THE PHONE===AND WHICH
| wouLD Hngé COME RIGHT OUT WITH IN MY PERSONAL CAPACITY ON MY HOWE
PHOME WOULDN'T BE ANY OF MY BUSINESS AS AN AP ICPORTER.
| T 1S SIMPLY THIS, AND MY VIEWPOINT ON IT 15, | THINK, OBJECTIVE:
THIS AﬂHINISTRATIDH,Hﬁs.HAﬁE SUCH A SWELL RECORD ON TIE wOMAN FHONT, |
HATE TO SEE TWO THINGS COME UP WHICH VOULD SEEM TO JUSTIFY CRITICISM FROM
SUCH INTELL IGENT GRLOOKERS AS SOME OF MY LEAGOEOF .OMEN VOTERS AND
WELFARE WORKER FRIENDSa OME WAS THE Uﬁ' AMY STANNARD CASE=-=~WHICH WENT
THROUGH w{TH THE APPARENT OFFICIAL DICTUM TIAT A WOMAN 1S NOT OY SEX
FITTED TO SERVE ON THE PAROLE BOARDe THE OTHER 1S THE SEEMINGLY

CERTA IN APPOINTMENT OF A PURELY POLITICAL APPOINTEE WITH NO RECORD TO




.

2um=

MERIT SUCH A VASTLY IMPORTANT POSIT I0H===L1155 LIARGIE (EAL ===TO THE
Ll L8
SOCARL SECURITY UOARDs  THE STANNARD CASE 1S 5SUON FORGOTTEN BECAUSE
= y I

IT IS OUT OF THE PIGTUREs BUT THE OTHER %“.ILL HAVE TO BE LIVED YITH,

| FOUND MISS NEAL SWEET AND VORTHY AND VELL=MEANI{G===BUT |
DO ASSURE YOU SHE 1S [0 JOSEPHINE {OCHE, AND NO AMOUNT OF GUESTIUNING
ON MY PART COULD BRING FORTH ANY BROAD NATIOMAL YIEVPUINT FROM HER.

THE ZIRLS OVER AT THE DEMO COMMITTEE HAVEH'T FOUND HER FOR THEIR

JLue Book-==RuBY, wHO'S FROM TEXAS, NEVER HEARD UF HER,

CouLDN'T Jack GARNER FERRET OUT SONE TEXIAN W ITH A FIBHT ING

CHAMCE TO MAKE GOOD FOR THE GOOD OF US GALS?

HOMEST,y THIS 1S THE FIRST TIME IN ¥ LIFE | "WE EVER MADE Wi HAT

THAT SHE'D GO OM THAT SOARD,
| THOUGHT wAS A 100-PERCENT PROPHEGY ,/GEI'NG VERY CAREFUL TO LEAVE THE

USUAL AP HOLE TO CRAYL OUT OF==--AND WISHED ONE OF MY OUN STORIES GOULD
OE KNOCKED DOM/N AND LEAVE ME OUT ON THE LIMB. |'D'SURE LIKE TO SEE

- ON
ALL THE STREAMLINES STREAKING W THAT S0CIAL SECURITY START, 2 YOU
WELL KNOW | CAME- FROM THE SAME MATIVE HEATH AS WRAGE AND £DITH ABBOTT

EVEN THOUGH | HAWE DONE MY DARNDEST TO LIVE DOWN THE GRUSADER OLOOD

Eﬁr!:"rﬂt. v ul:ri:%{: FROM WATCHIMNG THL HILL AS LO!G AND CLOUSELY AS | HAVE,
RSTAND THIS APPOI ”““"ﬁff INEYI TABLES,




e e e e

;W .
SO TAKE THIS PERSONAL REACTION FOR WHAT IT'S WORTH, AND IF |'M
¢

WRONG, FORGET IT, Y

WHLL, HERE'S TO ADJOURNMENT BEFORE LABOR DAY! WONDER IF THE
PRESIDENT WOULD BE AMUSED BY A LITTLE JINGLE | “ROTE 0! THAT SULJECT,

SHORTLY AFTER HE DREW THE DIAGRAM IN PRESS CONFERENGE, AND ABOUT THE-
g = v!‘n‘-- Aty

Foll T
]
THmlkMsGWﬂIAPMUMESmmHEDFH&&MFTTOAMWHLHMW%MEnr*ﬂ
FURTHER PROVING HIS VISUAL EJ::LIEH:I'IOH PUIERS:

LUR PRESIDENT DRAWS DIAGRAMS
OF MAMY A=MAEZE-FUL SET-UP
HE SHOWS ALL -GRADES OF GREAT=-|-AMS
EACH IN HIS PROPER GET UP

AND HE CAN MAKE AN OFF=HAND »:HAF'ET
OF OCEAN=GOIMG CURRENT

WHICH SMOWS A MAN SO AWFUL SMART
THAT MANY WISH HE WEREN'T

KNOW UHAT THAT MAN CAN MEMORY=MAPT
YOU COULDN'T MAKE A WROMG GUESS '
THE ISLE OF MAN, THE LAND OF LaP,
EACH DISTRIGCT OF THE CONGRESS===

THOSE BOYS VHO RAVE, THOSE BOYS WHO RANT
THOSE HOYS BENEATH THE DOME=—-

AND YET, TO SAVE HIS LIFE HE caAn'T

SHOW 'EM THE WAY TO GO HOME]

4 NITH LOVE,




October 31, 1935

JO288

|

I will do whut I can about Elizabeth
Shirley Enochs. I :now shat & grand person
nhg 15 and I think ghe will do an oxeallent
Jab.

I am enclosing some cash to be divided
among you threo girla-and I do not want you to
Pfight™ with we about 1t - for the dinaer the
other night was rea.ly my sugsestion, boviuse
I wanted a chance to t to you. I will let
you do anything you want on the real birthduy
to be glven whea Geao gets home. T ruve . pr.nd
letter from her toduy and she says th:it iu
thiree or four more weeks she wi be h.me on
crutches. She sounds very cheerful.

The one thing I wanted to tulk to you
Lvbout the other night, of course I forgot,
namely, what kind of & party shull we lLiwve for
the newspaper ¥gals® on December 1, the nlght
of the Gridiron dinner? £hall we have o cogtune
party snd think up some ne¥ type of entert.in-
mwent, or have you any other mifgeations tht
you would like to m I will oe &t Hyde
Park untll Tuesday, #& send me a llne 1 you
can think of anything thut would be sultuble.
Tl Lt over with anyene ‘Ihd} you think would
have cny ldeas. ;

Affectioni.tely,

T BLO




The Associnted Press

WASHINGTON, D. C. 3
130 STan BuriLmwo »

{.® ; ¢
Dear MRS, R: ;')'

THIS 1S REALLY OFFICE BUSINESS, BUT ITS ALSD A MATTER IN
WHICH 1'M A BIT INTERESTED PERSONALLY .
MARY HOWELL, AP GCORRESPONDENT AT GENGA |TALY, WHO IS5 WITH
US ON THE SORT OF SPEGIAL ASSIGNMENT BASIS THAT IS ABOUT THE ONLY
WAY A WOMAN CAN EDGE IN ABROAD, MISSED OUT ON YOUR LAST PRESS
CONFERENCE BY NOT KNOWING THE ROPES ARQOUND HERE.
UN THE THEORY THAT HAVING |NTERVIEWED WEGILINI AND MANY
MORE NABOBS WOULD BE HER PASSPORT, SHE WENT TO MCDERMOTT, AT THE
STATE DEPARTMENT, AND SAYS SHE SAT A WHOLE HOUR IN STEVE EARLY'S
OUTER OFFICE AT THE EXECUTIVE OFFICEy INSTEAD OF COMING TO THE
LocAL AP AS SHE SHOULD HAVE AND GETTING THE PROPER CREDENTIALS.
SHE CAUGHT UP WITH ME RIGHT AFTER THE courzhawcc. AND
POURED HER WOES IN MY EARS, PEACE AND DISARMAMENT SEEM TO BE HER
THEME SONG, AND SHE SAYS SHE'S TOLD hlUSSOLINI RIGHT OUT WHAT SHE
THINKS ON THE SUBJECT OF ETHIOP IA===AND HER STRONG IDEA SEEMS TO
BE THAT BEING A GREAT ADMIRER OF YOU AND YOUR IDEAS SHE SHOULD
RETURN WITH SOME FIRST-HAND REPORT TO THE "WOMEN OF ITALY" ABOUT YOU
(KIND OF A DIFFERENT PATTERN FOR AN AP REPORTER, EH WHAT===US WHO
STAY ALOOF FROM ALL EXPRESSION OF OPINION)
WELL 4 anvﬁnw, sHE'LL BE IN NEw York Tuespay, Dec 3--=AND
| WAS WONDERING I|F ¥YOU COULD SEE HER FOR A FEW MINUTES, AND IF YOU
COULDN'T IF SHE COULD SOMEHOW TRAIL WITH THE PACK ON THE SLUM

CLEARANCE THING? SHE'LL BE AT THE YorK CLuB, 4 EAST G62ZND STREET.
rﬁﬁ—u‘
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December 17, 1935

Dear Bess:

The President thinks your
idea about making a talking book
for the blind of his reading of the
Chrlatmas Curol is good. He uight
conslder 1t 1f he only had one
person present, but he couldn't do
it with half s dozen aroundl

Affectionately,

\Hrﬁ- Bess Purman| Armstron
2712 Wiscons o




BESS FURMAN ARMSTRONG
1712 Wisconsin Ave.
WASHINGTON, D, C,
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BESS FURMAN ARMSTRONG
1711 Wiscaasin Ave.
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I've & suggestivn %o meke lor Lhe Monduy

Daar "E.R."

0fuiarenas. mows n=Higwocion Mary hnll'ﬂ.‘l. Hlﬁ'l ot the Mayrlowey.
I've already wrltium & stouy on her bl ldes, end some mention ar
it bua veen made in New York, but iis sucface lun't @ewatohew yot.,

' oue oella Lt "A World Center lur Woman Araldves" wilch sounds
lavelved. Her idee eimply= ila wo put Linto some elngle reposltory
where ..me resesrgher osn gel =t vhem, toe “pepers of great women"
48 the "papers of gresi wen" slresdy arc getusred ln oounsiese By0tms
And  from them, <ometlwe .0 hove writicu some of he pert womew have
played in grest even.s.

lnstencea aho pave: Women's rensbilitutiun of the south. ihe
papers orf one of wuu wives of Hrighom Young ine Utwu.
She huews Deea in touch with Mra. Woodwssd in coanegnl o withs
the uatelogucs of suvh source meterisl eollec.i0ndE LHE. bie DOW
belng gathered by WPA workurs in the stei.s. That phese I hed no
room fou inwmy short etory, and tnet, I think, s whurw sou could
dus.ly key 1. wo your couference, Mra. Woolwur. nas sppeared Luure
I‘_ﬂ odten. You mighi even nave Mra. Tooiwsrd brj.hu, Mra. Heerd.
Beosuse of he fact the: I have been Llisving Brounu amoug
women iu Jummmdliem in tue Hare Book moom of the Library of vongress,
and heve voen ukterly wmawed wt my own ignorsnce ofiethe wpuotiscularly
"ablo work women nave dome im tuae rield downm through the yoeras whao
I chought Luure weren't any women in 1%, Mre. Besv.'s wuole idea
Just eimply graboed me & noshing hue uono ing yesrs.
I Hy the way, LI you uuven't mede the B0queintence oL my aave
Book 'u.nul. wuoond rloor rear or the Libresy o1 Congress, L wish you'd
8o it---for L feel sure you'd love li=-=uly Dei. +im8 ¥ou are showing
visltors around the town. On the Lundreutwu soniversary of uhiliren's
libreries they uug ous all ths oldest ohlluiren's uooks, I ihiuk they"ru
8t1ll iLogoether to ve seun uy you end eny you.n¥ul guests. And tnet
mew Bruse Rogers vible 1& wuoi  Muslorpisoe of printing. The.u's a
rod-headed glrl in there woo Las meae herself en witlsw, and work.
SISO A LN PO 8 P 25 S e origtamia,
An. I evunt .ue ourator, V. Velte resms, & -eliguerul soul.! wrndi

I wuould tell you wnes Mery Heavd glves orudiv for uer scuhives iiea
% Rozika Sohwimmer---vuough [ dom't taiuk tuet will sosre you vapeolslly.

Jim%{n aalu.i g wat thy woo ey T (R S




A SolD Galea pon V'S ARAIVES Bald en \he seven

Outabis, 1935 ad 1ha 4. V. 4. Clubhouse

The ldm of L DORLY CENTER FOR TOMEN'S ARCMIVES erigimated in ihe ming of Mms.
Sendde Ladwismer == a good nind, as you know, and sne desmed wwrihy of resaguitiom
by & 1iberal gevermment of Wamgary, vhish st her as the first vemsn minisier inm
sedern {ises to represaat it ia Switserlsad. Mme. Sebwimmer net mmly lawachel ke
femdnist, wuif snd pease movemsmtis in Humgaryi she waghiewa ths 4itle of "Pisd
Fiper of Numgary” em Sasewnt of her work for the pretesiiem and truining of litile
chilidrem. If David Lleyd Cesrge ferget har mame, ks reambered slearly the parssmal-
ity of this wemen of affeirs amd brisges her imie his Ver demedirs in the felleviag wayi

"Sar Wemeire of David Lleyd Gesrge” 1914-13. In Chapier II, The Crush.
1. Taaspested plumge late War. Sar set ferssesm by peepls iz gemarel. - Respensdble
ptatesnen wapreparsd - Cabimet wnaware of s srisds - Lir pdverd drey's first asasemes-
st - heesia astlalpates mr.

Afder sxpluining en page 40, thai prestisally nebedy hmd foressem the sritieal
consoquenses of the farnjove murder, ha somiinues en page 50 saylag

'lr-h-'thll_ﬂuhhlh-hﬂimlﬂhpﬂuhﬁ.m-ll
bave fergettm, salled wpom me at 1l Dewming ftreet; snd teld xe thmt wo were taking
the sasassimation of Ahe irshiuke mush tos quisily) thai it bud preoveked sush a stam
thrsughout 4he Ausirisn Smpire as she bad mever wilasssed, and that waless some
wars deans imsedistaly ta satisfy sad sppesce reseniment, it weuld certaimly resuld
war with Serbia, with the imsaloulabls sensequansss whish sush an sperel Lea might pre-
sipdtate is Kurepe. Newever; push offisial repsr s as came 14 band did met samm 4o
Justify ths alarnist view she toek of the situnilem "

. ineries, daviag plunged inte il tar when it same, was zet yoi demckilized wham -
in 1927 & fedemul juigs in Chisage demmied koviks Schwlemer; » refugse fres furepean
pilitarion, iseriden eitigemsbdy em the grewnd that she refuwsed 19 beur arme—a Pt~
ll-HMl-.'ﬁhmiﬁiﬂlufir-mhwm You remsmbar
how, in the yearse! the drive for weman mlfrage, ihe sppesition rested its argmend
on the fast that wemem ssuldn't or sheuldn't bear arms, Then the quesiien of Resiks
Sebwimmer's sitismashiy was earrisd 16 Ao Swpreme Courd of o Tmited Slates, Lhree
of 4he juotisen, Relmte, Brandeis, sad Sanferd dieseuted, in the meod of good sld

mmmmmmuri:mmmnﬂum
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when the distinguished disseniing justiess salled "u wesan of superior sharaster aad
iatelligemse; hviewsly mare dhma endinarily deairable as o sitinem of ihe United Stmine”.
BiLll the desres slands. Thers 4his matier rests at presemt. But all sush sirewmsismsss
give feres 1o Zenida Gebwimmer's iden of & Yerld Cemter & r “omen's Arehives. “he werld
aeeds 40 know that winen are met all shesy sad brainless.

Thoroughly senvinaed of it imporianse 1 undartesk 1o oot the ball relling for the
realisstion of this ldea. The ssuferemse today is 1he sulseme up-to-date. Thers das
bosn ne fwad with whish to do move them ypowrite letters sud mail them smd hire this
stll all for teday. There bas bemm net oo mush a3 the serntghing of the mrfase for
mppert as yoi. WNeverthaless eul of the initinl quest for backing somes s highly repre-
stmiailve approwml indlsated by the fellowing nemes)

Ithal jdecrgp

¥amy wiber venem, metally Deveihy Canfisld Tisher, give sead tisml ayprewml,
wmiting 40 know mare sl ui the prejeet bafer s mudersing it wholshow tedly. Others
wait to sign the ugh feur losh their effisial pesitiens in erpanisaiisms be takem as
vanisatiion endersenami a4 dhis stage of evenis. MNeamshile ths Ladie Press Newg
*risd s slery of ihe preajost. B0 we asked sevorml sther wemen of the nowepaper
W te ba with wa today, oven at e dnitlal atage of this prejeet.

-
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Thers 1s ome phase of the propesel wp-te—date wil ob semplisates full o o SR
watil 0 bosemes mere definitive. This semplication T have injested bud &% ressives
wide apyrewal, in primeiple;, as the diplemstis liks io sy. This is the propesal 4a
--ﬂ.u aa o wentional prejest with $hs projest for the irehives themselves. Thai Moo
ture would of course have 4o wmit for the sallestion 14s0lf 4o take farm but it peems
impertant 40 seme of us to heop the twe things in wind frem the stawt. For it ds
faad; A very little theught abewt or svem realised h gemaral, that in nat s sal-
lags of this sowmbry-—sen'sn; vema's or coscurailonal--in ihars any toaprehemsive
irest ment of wemea's centiributlons to civilisatlon snd wulture. Here sud there
sperudia offert is made to lueuleats some notiem in the winds of studemis, wemen pare
tisularly, that vemen have wanied semething of life and laber s the past. Bui dhia
imstrusiion in thelr ways and nesds has me 1i:s depih. vhers a Lruh; snaves ig
sttempied, 14 1n ddvereed frem understanding of sulture aml civilisatiea in the large
and a fow siriking quesms or rebvels im histery are the saly wemen Lo usrge frem ke
pasi. Therw is nething in sur sdugsiiemsl sysies st proseat which ssamcks st all of
swial sdusation. What wve new have is the instrustion of yeung ses Aad wemen ia the
histery of nen-—of neu's minds nud mERers. N wanem are intredused, ihay uswally
appoar maraly us "wesen aud childrem"-=the populnr wnlt motlbpd—in indusiry or ia e
femily. Equal slusation isibus bwi 4he cosdusation of dhe names in that aspest of
1ife typified by mom. it the Yerld Cember for Semen s irskives this yariisd elesd-
tism mighi be breadmed and despmdd 4o includs the Il.q.hﬂﬁ aspeets of life mmd
laker smd se reund euwit the pariisal 4» mshrase the whals .

This i» sa ambitions pgrejeet. BEwi sush ariisles as the serise m vemen Fro=
somily published in Feriwne; which estimated values velaly im terms of nomsp-piwer;
sesm 10 ehallemge ambition of $his kind, The jressurs sgaiust liderties for wasen
greoving siroager day by day es sll sides raises 1he insus of sdusaiien ie suprime
impertanss. Ned suly frem seats of higher learuing se-called Wi from easy shairs
af heme where popular histeries are read semes the challengs 1o smbiviem. Por
thees popular histeries of civilisation nev relling frem the presses display o
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o Commen rendinses to appear lideral by havisg pages sa the dewdy status ¢f wemes st
various levels of cultwr s while they smit ke slightest hint that fereeful yersesaddtive
Mave dsatizwevsly brokem hreugh the cordens of laws andbslped Lo maks histery, Af Mis-
fery ds made si all by persemalities. To read sush histories sme wuld aet sven dremm
that wemen have sver had minds aad wers ever arilsulate. They sre ghests vhen they sp=
peer ot all—ast hama belngs of bradn snd will, I0 pepular histeriss like seurses im
sellage aver besane samsitive 4o culture as a wheles, the smmsitivemasss wvill bave L8 o
silrred by v, Jwl vemem will have t0 new themsalves better to renlise the shari-
somings of history as 1% is taught smd Tead. This Terld Cemter of Gemen's Arshivea
would sesm t9 be & perfeet plase to bagin that siwdy. I think that it i wed eneugh
0 plase the data wnder s reaf for safe bosping. I woulc lmve the studying of them
siimulated.

I think I san 1liusireie what I mean by the twe=lold pesnlbilities of Ahis Cembar.
A mow bask sutiiled "Lotiers of Thesders Dwight Seld, ingelisa Orimké teld, asi Burah
Orimkd, iz twe velwmes, edited by Charles H. Barmes and Dwight L. Dusend; is thup pre-
semied in the isariesn .Hlﬂl'il‘ll Heview for Ostober of thiv year: .

"Uhen & yoar age Frof . Sarmes published his Antislavery Twpulse, 1830-li4d (im.
Hist. Hev. IIXIX, TAT) seit forth & new interpretaiisgol the nbelitismist movemesd
md & now appraisal of ke of figures therein, it was premised that the sxtemsive
manuseript material wpem whish his werk had besm shiefly bmse: weuld be mads awmilakls.

This has met bomm dems im the velumss wader review whish ssastliiuie cas eof the mest
fispertast addft fpms \s our kaewledge of theatelitienist movemeut that has been made fa

resaui years.

The bulk of Ahe letters new primted in thess velumes we o found fowr years age in
sa old druak ia o Massesbusetis farsheuss. It wes net by mere sbanse that they turmed
wp, Tor Prof. Barman had gealeusly sught thes ever & perlod of yesis snd bad followsd
svery suggestismser hint s te theirpassibd wherencouls.....It is safe ts say that
meay sthers will garmer rich returms frem this bedy of saterial relatiing to sme of ihe
siei smirevarsial perisds of jmerienn Bistery fer im these leiters asd pagers are re-
vealed ihe thoughis, metives, und the subile workings of tbe alué of the nem snd vemem
whe vers sagaged in vhat they viewed as & great weral orusads.”

In 4ha Sewth; tas, nov appruisals of the intellesim]l snd sersl fibre of mam amd
vasen are badng made as o rewli of fisdinge in garrets and sellars. Chapel Nill is
o ihe main shalter for ihe daries nnd jeournals asd Lletiars ae found, and in digging =
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salg tham yosug venen ¢f ke Seuth are disseverinmg that the belle of the wall W
1ks plantation, vhe wes leug ihs faverite of imerisan histery vhea o Cewiheorn wemam
was mewtisme’ at all; is & ridisulous symbel of the spirit of the Old jewth. The
proparwation of Chapel Hill itself smid the ruvages of the carpet- r days wae
largely dus 4o the indsmitabiliiy of = weman of ihe 0Old Seuth, Mrs. Carelins Spemser,
whe has givem the stary of 1hat struggle iz her memedrs.

In shari; vo som Imow nolhing abeul Nerth er Zsuth, the dd terld sr the New,
seainl fersse smd sesisl resulis wmless we study about wemen and mam alike sad fegeiher.
The failure te do oo wmables evem the slaves so ressntly oui of chatdal servitads 40
forge: their debt s Amerisen wemen sbolitismists. If you deubi this, resd Dr. marg-
hardt Du Beds' svershelumingly messulime treatise sa Amsrisan histery aev e widaly
seelnimed.

1f wve fear enphasis ou wemem, we rum the risk of belng wers ineideais, L7 assepled
at all as fastars in civiliseation. DBwi this projest fer A Sorld Casier for wemem's
Arvhives resis ou no retreni 1o the resemimests of the ald regime. It is s prepeml o
go ferward into the pewer age--net baskward iute the nge #f Ll laferierisy semplex.
Thers ars sarisus defeats for veman in the world at large ieday which must be turmed
inis vistery. By imoviag surselves better we shall bs better equippec ts resaver sad
sivance. If we shirk this shligeatiom, men themsslves will be lefi b0 a mere irmgle
fate.

e 1ot e stmalder ia o)l perisusmess this prejest before us for i Verld Qamier
for vamen's Arshives.

Ebaiks Sedwhmser will alaberste her fdea of thip saterprise. Aund thex the
flesr will be spea for a fres-fer-all dlssvssism.



December 7, 1936

Deur Beass

I am sending you this line
to thank you for the copy ol your
article,

tfuch love.

Affeetionutely,

T’IHI

(Blectated but not
vritten before Urs,
Roosevelt left
Yashington)

.Miss Bess Furman
2712 Wisconsin Ave.
Washington
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I : Mra. Robt. B. Armstrong
| 4920 Western Ave
"arch 29, 1937 Chevy Chase, Md.

Yl <y
Jg. - I-. ‘_.-,J\‘_
Dear Beaa: l g

T 23 very glad you lixed the start of oy
story in the Ladies' Home Journil. T hope it
interests fou as it goes along.

The lecture trin was interesting and I
learred a tromendous “mount, btut three weska is &
bit too leng. honlknh:ul'nndﬂinm-
night stands and keep fealing polite towirds the
pecnle who meet you -t saven feds with bougusts
of flowers and srpect ¥ou ta wear a amile]

¥s h+d one amusing exnerisnce in Littls
Roek, when two nlain elothes men sat in tie beauty
parlor and watched ua through the Jifferent stages]

You ure being a swell soldier ‘ecouse I
know what these lsst monthg are in disconfort and
desire to have 1t &1l over with, ~ixed with a
certain asount of dre-d of the unknown. ®very one
of us h:s thecconsol -tion of kmowing tl ¢t to many
neople it {sn't uninown nd nowadnys it ewn be
©:le exaler then 4t useqd to be. T hope they make
1t a3 eamy w3 they cun for you,

I a2 glad you h.ve the little eight months
old nephew to tecp before you the joy that will he
Yours.

T expect thot T will be Eone sround the end
of April and teginning of May, but you mrobably will
not be coming enat until the midile of Yay. T do vant
to meet your doeter 'rother and his fimily,
Tozay Joins me in mueh love to you,

‘ffecticnately, 80

T T ———
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April 8, 1937

Dear Besot

Icmmu;mmmuintlmmﬂy
afterncon, or on Sunduy, the 16th, in the efter-
noon sbout four. T am 80 eafer o zce the bables

or course T =a flattered to hrwve you name
the baby after me and know th t Puth will be

pleascd too.

Ploase take very pood care of youraclf nnd do
not be in too greut u hurry to he un and around
sgain, The few extra days in bed o~ will mein
a matdﬂlurouinthumtm.

Tommy jolns =e in sending love nnd nothing,
of couwrss, will keep her from seeing the bables.

ufaeﬂmtllh',

Yirs  Bobert 'IArmatrong
MelCook L
Hebraska









April RO, 1937

Dear Bass:
Mrs. Roosmvelt i3 looking forward
to seeing you on the 16th and we both hope

that everything is poins woll.

|
&

Affecticnately,

Mrs. Robert Armstrong, Jr.

DD
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\ BESS FURMAN ARMSTRONG
=7 1 Wisccnsin Ave.
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Deommber 31, 1937

80 sorry that I was not hares

think
perfeotly ohamming an

1

an sure
ba guite adept at tha type-
these past few days.

§

I hope you and Bob and the twins
a grand Christmas and that I shall ses
bafore long.

§F  d1ges
I
“g

Affectionately,

Mrs. Robert Armmstrong, Jr.
4920 Western Avenue
'!ﬂhiutﬂﬂ. D.C.
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LOWELL C. PRATT, Ed;mll
ED S . Mansgaer

THE TRIANGLE Press [ wiétnatsas  f iswaw

BOOK AND COMMERCIAL FRINTING 1732 TUCKER STREET,

SELMA, CALIFORMIA

Feb. 12, 1938,

Mr. 4. C. Purman,
Danbury, hebr.,

Dear archie;-

Running through the flles today amd run onto your
letter of June 15, Forthe 1i1fe of me T don't lnow if T
ever answered it as T do not keep coples of private correa-
pondence, e hid seen the twins in the Frusno paper and
slater Hoxa had sent a clipping from the Los Angeles
paper. The other day she sunt me another ¢lipping which
I am enclesing herewlth, Just to prove to Weil that I
also "knew her when" I took the old plcture of the Danubury
lews bunch to the convention with me just to knock domn
his ears a little.

e Mrs. Roosevelt 1s coming to Fresno March 15th,
Just a day late to celebrate my biethday, 534 in case
you don't know. Just a yeir sines I broke my foot and
gt1ll limping so T feel that old anyway. am hoplng
that T will have 1 chaince to Meet lirs, Roosevelt, but
of eourse such prominent psople are hard to 888, Any=
way I will try to erash the gate.

The past yeir has not been too good with us,
Bug'ness slowed up starting with the first of the yaar,
and my accldent compelled us to keep on an extra mun
for about seven months and things didn't move as well while
I was unable to be on the job. Ve are about back to normal
now only that I cannot walk very ¥ell, but T can do all
my work except that T am slowed up somewhat. & are just
getting started on high school annuals, Ha-e seven contracts
iith prospects for at least three more. Tan to twalwe | s
about all we want. Cuan handle that many wlth one extra

man, Have found out you can have too much bustness 1f
1t all comes at ompe.

Lon't hear much news from hebr sinee the “outh
side Sentinel guit coming. 5t1ll hoping that T will
get to come back some day but something seems to happen
svery summer. Mrs. Byf'eld 1s suffering sofrom @rthpitis
that we are afrald she could not stand the trip now,

Sincerely,

’d




May 18, 1938

Dear Beas:

1l am enclosing the three auto-
graphed cards which you asked for, and
was 50 interested to hear about the League
Gﬂmﬂtim-

If you will let me kmow a@ socon
a8 you oen when your father and brothar are
coming, I will try to arrangs to have them
for dinoer so they can meet the President.
I en not going to he hers mush after May 28
hﬂﬂ!‘l‘lr-

Affectionataly,

Mrs. Robert Amstrong, Jr.
4920 Western Averue
Chevy Chuse, Ld,

oD
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M .]Ja.
After my old-fashioned fashion, I'm reporting in with this and that.

I conld have wept to have miseed the picnlo==-but I was in Bt. Louis and
the picnic was here. How do you ever manage to be where thinge arel?

Ogt in Bt. Louis I was very proud of my League---unpartisan as you
knowf{ many of them, if I mistale not, a 1ittle Olddealish about the ears——e
electing you sext most great after Carrle Chspman Catt over a span of 20
years. And remeaber, the Leagus of Woman Voters never casts a vote lightlyl
I saved a local clipping just for you, but lost it in my scptter-brained
fashion and now have written Bdna Warren of the 5t. Louls Globe Democrat

for another.

Do you etill slgn neat little autographed cards which may be got on
requeat like I once dew you doing on the presidential trip? If you do,
I want THREEE-~-one for the gal who did that (Globe-Democrat poll, the
aforement ioned Edna Warren, who used to come to me nightly and tell me
how you were getting mlong in the votes. 5he had no interest in any otler
candidate, apparent]y-———and was po pleased when you put Dorothy Thompso
in har place. One for an B9%year-odd echolar, gentleman, and free-thiner
in OGainsville, Florida——-Mr. Oeorge Smith—-who considere you thd greatest
woman of his lifetime. He's a friend of sn Extension Service friend of
mine over to the Department of Agriculture and she ie going to send him
a copy of'"This Is My Btory". The third is Just for a little girl friend
of mine who collecte autographs.

Wall, requeste will never cease—from me at least. My father and
brothar---the one who had infantile---are on their way to Washington.
By suto. As soon am I know when they will get here and how long they
will astay, I do want to ask you if you have a minute in this interminable
tourist season to smile at tham. Hrother 8harles is most diffidsnt, am
sometimes painfully shy, but he has taken great heart---as what infantile
victim hasn't---in thezss triumph of the president over that allment.

Now isn't thare anything, angwhere that I could do for you! IAd be
g0 very pleased if I might. I'm making a speech to the newspaper girls
of West Virginia Saturday night, and I would be less than an honest perma
if I didn't include in it an appreciation of Eleancr Roosevelt.

Affecticnately,

Pias |



MT' 19’

Dear Basss

Thanks so much for your letter and the
enclosures. I love the head bands snd will use
them very often, 1 appreclute your thinking of
sending them, more than I can say.

T heard moct favorabls comasnts om your
trip to West Virginia whils I waa down there
recently,

A Tectionntely,

Mrs. Robert B. Armstrong, Jr.
£920 Western Avenue
Waghington, D.C.

0
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Dear Bess Furman?

It wae such a pleasant surprise to recelve Mrs, Roosevelt's
autograph, and so thoughtful for you to get it for me, She is a
woman whom I admire greatly for her democracy, her ensrgy, and her
warg-heartedness.

I wish I hed a twin named for her., I hope the tabies
welcomed you home royally and had not learned to wulk too expertly
in your abssnce.

The papers were mailed to you several days sgo, and
you should have themby thie time.
Hoping that our pathe will cross agein sometime,

Sincerely yours,

ek -

= P "
bt — L i L TS SRR
Edna Warren,

globe-Demscrat,
May 30, 1938,
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June 1B, 1038

o

Dear Bess: n-.w- ',1L.1.-n ',

1 an #lad you know about Geno for
I think it will mean a great desl to
her to have you cheasring her un. Now
that Elinor Worgenthau snd I have both
left, I don't think there are wany
reorle around who know, and while she
voesn't need sympathy, 1 think she does
need to have ler ring taken of'f her
problerm, fur th's waltineg s elrays
rather lard.

Tommg 1a 2oin- splendidly and
though she will “ave to be quiet for
savercl montha, the dootor inalats that
she will be better than she hus aver
been in her 14fp before.

Our number here 1s Pouchkeepsie
807. I will be in Yashinpgton only for
the day on the 1€th, 80 T don't suppose
there ls 4 chance of seoinn you, though
I will be goins around the 7irl Secout
encampment and possibly Loulse Stanley
will be urging you te eome down and go
arcund, too.

I hope you and the bables zaap wall

all summar,
Muoch love,












June 23, 1938

Dear Bessl
I am terribly glad about the story!

I haven't had time to read the
enolosure you sent as yet, but my reaction
18 that you'd better met ﬁnrr Chamberlain'e
leaflets and go over them. Nothing should
be more than two pages in length; this ls
pretty diffiocult to accomplish, I know.

Oordially yours,

Y580 RODELEL RPgErone

Washington, D.C.



Bess FURMAMN ARMSTROMNG
Al WESTERN AVENUE

WABHINGTON, D. C.




BESS FURMAMN ARMETRONG
&R0 WESTERM AVENUE
WASHINGTOM, D. €.



Dear Bega!

I knew you were molng to take a hand

July 1, 1938

at the Rainbow Fllers. The point im to

meke them brief =nd bring out the essential

pointa ms clrarly as posaible.

Thanke m lot for the card which you

aent Tommy.

I am ewfully glad to hear that the
twina are thriving. I wigh I were going

to aem you soon.

Affeoctionately,

GTRINY

A






September 19, 1938

Dpar Baas:

I am so glad that you are opwning
a little office with sprolal features
end I think you and your aslster rhould
do very well. I am partidularly happy
to know that your work with Dorothy
MoAllieter 1s going well. I think you
can do just as well as Mary Chamberlain
did,with a 11ttle praotios on those
flyers. If they ar~ right they w'll
be used by the men Just as they wers
before. I think th~t will graduslly
build up quite a reputation for you.

Jimmy is fine and the news sinoe
I left 18 goed. I am much relierved to have
it all over.

I am glad your trip was a0 Bsud=
cesaful. Nob ocertainly is ingenlous in
waye of making a car posaible for the
bablea. To hear that you have fn:wn
fat is_almoat unbelievable and I don'g
think I will belleve it until I aee youl

Tommy appreolates your messairm
very much. You are quite right - getting
one's private 1ife atraightened out is
a help, and she 1s too awell a person
to heve that type of thing on her mind.

I shall hope to asee you next wrek
in Washington.
- Affeotionately,

8 0


















Benteaber 28, 19%8

Desr Banss
I an delighted to hive the libels
6nd shall enjoy using them. Meny, meny
thanks for your thought of me.
Affectionately,

Mra.Robert Armstrong
4920 Western Avenue
Chevy Chase
Maryland



v




£
Ostober 13, 1900 AR

Dear Bess;
Thde 1e just a 1ine to tall
you thot I &14 ujpouclote all the woric
You M4 for tiw puriy wue obisr ovonlng,
Belog: with you ell 1g - [A%nt joy to oo
always,
Husl love, n

Miss Beas Furman
4920 Western Avenue
Chevy Chase, Marylana



movember 7, 1928

Dear Besas:

¥any thanks for the informotion
about’ Paul C. Smith. I was interested in
what you said about him and shall kesp the
elipping for future reference.

Affeotionataly,

Mrs. Robert Armstrong
4920 Western Avenue
Chevy Chase, M4.

oo
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HOTEL BENEDICK
1808 Evym BrTaemr, N. W,
WABMNINGTON, D, O,
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L AFFAIRS

imen, execulives, out-
retail and service em-
o inte the act ftself,
wkell to Mr, Andrews
veascls, cloudy clauses
nition and interpreta-
and his stall worked
supply the enlighien-
s to he taken at the
mly the courts may
e of their interprefa-

ree an'essential part of

ale commerce are . . .

de Cengaged inocome
i

Agro

TR ANDREWS

bavd aeddhont

, empHeyes of a ware-
* facilities are used in
wition of goods.”
lies typically, but not

large group of em-
anufaciuring, process-
lanis, a pari of whose
merce oul of the State
is located. This is not
s who are engaged in
¢ on the product, . . .
statute are extended Lo
mainlenance workers,
denagraphers, messen-
nust be considered as
of occupations ‘neces-
on" of the goods.”
wt cover plants where
on raw materials de-
the State amd where
of the plant moves in
= This is true, even
so manulactured and
in competition with
sich have been manu-
amd have been moved
ree.”

limited to employes
rly wage, . . . What-

ever the basis on which the workers are
paid . . . they must receive at leasi the
equivalent of the minimwm bourly rate,”
> " .. Employment of lcarners, ap-
prentices, handicapped persons and mis-
sengers at rates less than those reguired
by . . o the Fair Labor Standaeds A
oo o will b allowed only under special
certifivates issued by the Ralministirator.”
b Excmgdion of workers handling, pree
paring or vanning horticultural and agri-
cultural prodducts or making dairy prod-
ucts “within the area of production” ap-
plies Loy thasse caplioved] directly on a farm
of ol mear-hy planis having seven em-
ployes or less,

P Essence of the definition of an exemp
“exvcutive”™: he must have power to hire
& hire, or o good deal to say about hiring
& hiring; he must receive 30 a week or
LT

Hot Car Cooled “,

On the front page of the San Francisco
Chrenicle varly this month appeared an
insulting bleb of Wack tvpe, In it Exceu-
tive Editor P'aul ©, Smith announced im-
peratively that he was fed up with o dis-
pute between San Francisco warchouse
operators and C, 1, O, warchousemen—ihe
negolintors were hungling, and the C. L 0,
members should return to work until the
“hot™ car that caused the dispute conled
ofl, The International Longshoremen's &
Warchousemen's Union dared him to take
a haml. He accepred,

The “hot™ car (loaded by non-union
workers )t of Woolworth s-&-104 school
supplice. whose visits closed 137 of 150
warchouses in the San Francisco Bay area
I Trse, Sept. 50, was the device used hy
[the Association of San Francisco Distrili-
ilors, 1o show what an employvers’ union
could agninsl a labor union. The hai
car foreed the employers’ issue: their de-
mand that the union should give them a
master contract covering all warchouscs
until 1o4e. To I. L. W. U. the master
contract loaked like a device Lo write off
concessions  previously won  from  ine
dividual employers and strait-jacket the
unan,

Thiz was the clash of wills which Editor
Smith had to reconcile. Last week he
announced success: Longshoreman Harry
Bridges and colleagues accepted a city-
wide agreement; the employers accepted
a classification system Lo protect the
union’s present status in vach warchouse,
Meantime, a rival A, F, of L. union had
won a local toe hold by signing a contract
with a smaller association of warchouse
operators. No, 1 provision: no strikes, no
lockouts for five years,

Republic and Relief /
To the great annoyance of the Natlonal

r Relations Board, Manhattan Law-

yer Frederick Hill Woeod last April con-
vinced the U, 5, Supreme Court that de-
fendants haled before quasi-judicial Fed-
eral agencies have a right to study amd

Trme, Octaber 31, 1938




Degmber 29, 1938

I hope you all had & grand
Ohristmas end I 83 looking forvward 1O
saeing the crildren tnis alfternodi.

A nappy Now Year to you.

Affoctiocately,

Hps. Hobert Lrmatrong
4920 Yestorn Avenuo
Chovy Shoso, Md.



Yebruary 8, 1939 /1

Doar Basat

1 414 not get your note until after
tha press conferance wut I protty well covared
the thirga you had 12 mind e

I ax glad to have the elippinge whieh
you sent and ea afraid thut I asres with you = .
that same of the other girls would have u hard
tine petting peopls 1ike Oharlie Michelaon to
pineh hit for theu. However, I do think that
it is besause Evie's husband is at the Committes.

Affootionantely,

lirs. .tobort Anastronn
4920 Yestern AvVe.
Chevy Chose, Lid. ‘T DL
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Pebruary U., 193

Dear Beass:

T think I can go to the National League
of Women Voters' Ceneral Counell Meeting cn
ipril 26, T aasume it 1s here in Washington.

Affectionately,

Mrs. Robert B.Armstrong, Jr.
4720 Yestern AvVenue
Washington

D.C.
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AR30 WENTENH ¥
FRIEHNOSHIP BTAT \6\
\y
Sunday,

WASHINGTON, D. €. | i
g P .;(} The Twalfth
Dear ERj ﬂ{'

I am commissioned by Presicent and Staff of
The National League of Viemen Voters to ask you
if you have any evening time open April 25, 26, 27,
the dates of the fienersl Council Meeting,

Theyi plen to mske one of these ni-htg the
formal public launching of their expansion campaign
"to work for demorracy and make democracy work,"and
they want you to be honer guest. Could you, would you?

It wouldn't mean having to make a speech. If
they can get it, they want to put on one of those
Demoeracy Films that the Will Hays group is getting
up.

I Bave an awful feeling that you'll be lecturing,
tut I'11 hope for that feather in myr hat and star
in my erown—your presence,

And T did have such a wonderful time sitting

,in your boxi

Yours always,

M ’



/
april 11, 19% }‘ J( ._ﬂ,;

Dear Beaa:

I certeinly sz interested in the
saries of miniaturs sssaya OO demooracy and
am glad 80 @many papers are willing to publish
them. Many thanks for sending thes to me.

Vary sirceraly yours,

Miss Bess Fuman

Press Dept.

Nat'l, League of Wamen Voters
70g Jackson Place

Wash,, D.C.

oo



* NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

784 JACKSON PLACE, WASHINGTON, D. ©

Hanorary Prodent, MES, CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT, Mew Yok Ciry

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pronidert Chatrman o Geregrmamert and Echuation
MISS MARGLENTE M. WELLS mmamm M%»ﬁml .
I'Ir:‘ Diractors | Governsent and Child Wllers
WIS, HARSSS 1. BALDWIN L ML E SORGHLWARENET
Secand Vics-President WaS. BLLIOTY k. GCUond, Cragon iy g g
i Muw Yook City . wm-'l ﬁnﬁ.ﬁlv‘hd
WAL ELIEL MH‘EN.% Gwmﬂﬂlﬂ.udhﬂﬂm
y Unbversity, Califernls Degartmest s Haas: T annassn
T"mw "t mﬁ"’fﬁﬂﬂ Government asd Feaelgn Palicy
nmrma L, A AR gt
April 10, 1988
Mrs. Frenklin D. Roosevelt
The Vhite House
Weshington, D. C.
Desr Mra. Roosevelt:
Since you are to be the honor apaaﬁar at the banguet of the
General Council meeting of the Maticnal League of VWpmen
Voters, I thought you might be interested in reading our
series of ministure essays on democrucy, "The ABC of the
U.8.4." You will find them enclosed together with a routine
memorandum which gives the names of the papers which accept-
ed thls series. In each case we had a personal signature
from an editor who went on record as belng willing to pub-
1lish such & series. I thought you would like to see how
mery editors are actually willing to glve spuce in thelr
pupers to a discuselon of democracy.
Sincerely yours, ’ {tﬂ

E-L"l.ﬂ jﬁ.-*-"-—-h“v-rvmr-f--—

Bess Furman
Press Depurtment

BF/B

y f\*'{

*

Endormed by the Mationsl laformation Duress, Inc., §15 Fourh Avenue, M. ¥. C




April 12, 193

Deur Begas

Thesk you very nuch for sciding ze tne
osrticle. The glrl sade a great lupresclioa.

T a2 returning the paper lor your Tiles.

{f2ectionelsly,

Miss Bess Furman
4920 Weatern Avenue
Chevy Chase

Wd.



o
N

\{

J@W ’ 3{(} ¢ A f”ﬂ,‘-' '1 ot
O, hn o ofed s CUEg

Hido cal | ueali -
%@%L L::}?Ci;jim&,{ 5‘“ KL
I~

3 A L-'L.-Lﬂl ﬂ_ug\: y u—g {,
Lo JL:.J ANl e : v—{ -{-—-

'l.

FYe ane Wmmﬁﬁ_m

M T},l.f}f P i

CS‘:-

N




Desa Farmarn: Btall wrilar
Waahington Duresu, Asss-

Lusila Furmani Editer sad
publither sountry weskly

glated Press 1R300T) re-
porter  aed  [esture  siar 12 yewrs; popy edilar and

Zlets :
Furman Features |

matropa'tan  dailles 1918 staff writer sy dally I

BESS & LUCILE FURMAN

1OBT HATIONAL FRESS BLDS. FPHOMNE DISTRICT Q248

WASHINGTON, D. €. April 15—
Dear "E,R." and Tommy: ( Carhy. & T ok Ha Mt 'l“""‘"‘"".)
This is of ficial business and is addressed to the two of yon, h
It is, in fact, two separate and distinet of fieial businesses. dl

i
\

N
b i \‘51} \ E!' \
| :Li ;

From William C. Lengel, who would be my literary avent if I ever 6\ & ok
succeeded in sellinr anything, I ret this letter, verhatim as follows: \ {..." E

"

Thera's a surmestion for two very rood articles on page Twenby-three of \‘ b
this wee's Time——come by lirs. Helm on her joh of plannin~ the =oecial X
affa irs of the Kinr and Queen on their visit, all of which invelves a lot \ [
of human interest and so forth., Also, one bv U'rs. lasbitt on the A
housekeepins problems presented—especially on what will happen in the
kitchen—a piece vhich mirht be called FOOD 702 & KINT: AN FOR A CUIEZN,

Of course this would be betber if you got a sismed piece by these ladies,
tut if not, how about an authorized interview with them, which would of
course, have to he exclusive?

Liberty wonld he particilarly {nterested in these——7I just talked to them,

As T was dictatin- this, Harry Cray of Liberty ealled me and cautionad me
on a thine which I was aware of but had neglected to put in this note,
That is, you would have to pet a distinective approach to this because the
newspapers will be coverin~ this pretty well and for a rasazine it would
have to ha "different”, Put on vour thinking eap and see what wou can do.

Also, let me caution you that this must be done pronto and that an articla
sirmed by the principals or "As teld to" or "In eollaboration with" would
have a hundred times hetter chance than an interview."

Any chances of my becoming a full rhost or half-a-ghost for lirs, Helm andfor
Mrs, Nesbitt? On a single articles per each? Tell them I'd gladly aplit the
proceeds and try to figure out somethinr featuristic which does not ro dovm
the main news track that belongs by richts to the press assocliations-—nor
ruin the book that you and Mrs, Heln are going to do sometine, Tommy. I think
lirs, Helm mi-ht do an interesting Pich-livhts job off having both been a
factor in the entertainment af a President at Buckincham Filace and of a
King at the White House.

Yours with fear and trembling, rather than especially hepefully,

B—A—-—-ﬂ ':]-v.qM-rr--u-r*—-

Ness

Oy b Lot

23 Hwe- * ‘4"&"‘& M&_




T

Besa Furmas: Btaff wriler Lugls Furmani Edior and
Washinglon Buresu, Assc- publaber counlry weskly

=%z Furman Features ===

.

BESS & LUCILE FURMAMN 10T HATIOMAL F-ll-l BLOG. PHOMNE DISTRICT Q248

WASHINGTON, D. C. April 15

I
This has nothing whatever to do with the ¥inr and Ouecn—as yet,

Out in St. Louis there is an outfit by the name of the Gardner Advertising
Company, which puts on a radic program over AL of a Tuesday evening
palled The Inside Story. Often it amounts to nothins more nor lass b
than an interview with people on ummsual occupations, but thay always pick
out some dramatic incident of same and have it dramatized. ° They will my
ma 50 to 2100 for ferreting out their interviswees and sendins them
material sufficient to put them on in Chicago. Thelr expenses ara paid to
Chicago, from which ths program always originates, To the person thus
interviewsd they pay various fees depending on what they think the value of
his or her inside story, but most of 'em are around "150 or £200,

They crave to put on lrs. Nesbitt just as the

fihite House housekeeper if she has an INSIDE STORY. I called her up just
on the general subject of whether or not she might possibly consider
broadcasting on a commercial program (It's Ralston breakfast food) and she
said she'd done it once and to ask you. Her role would he pura entertainment
and not endersine the breakfast food.

(If either of you ever crave a fare pald to Chi and back of a Tuesday
night, just let me know and T'11 try to pet you teop fee for your INSIDE STOR
whatever it may be., I know dogroned well however, it will be far, fxmm far

from YOUR TOP FEE)
Yours with a sli~ht flicker of hope——m7m——

'B-H.M“‘;-M-m-n—r-——

Bess

g PR & A o—




April 26, 1937

Leer Beasa

You were kind indeed to .end =ze - note

cf sympathy nd I aporecintes your thought
of ze.

®ith nuny theoks, T az

Affection.tely,

lirs.liobert Armatrong
4920 Western Avenue
Friendship Station
Washington, D.Y’
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May 12, 1939

Dgur Beas:
Huoy thanks for your letter and lor the
coty of your 'otes ou uy speech befo ¢ the Nutional
League of Women Voters. T teo &.joyed the
tanyuet, and Tomuy 13 glsd to have thu cles for
her files.
Affecticnately,

4iss Bess Furman

Natienal League of Women Voters
T26 Jackson Place

Washington
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May 10, 1939
[t
Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt B\
The White House
Washington, D. C. £
Dear E, R, ]-F

At thie late date I want to tell you how completely I
personally enjoyed your visit to the Natiomal League of
Women Voters banquet. It was quite like old times.

Purely from foree of habit I tock notes on your speech,
Wihen we were at Vassar, Tommy said she had been talking

some of your speeches rather closely, as a matter of roecord,
and I thought perhaps she would 1ike to have a ocarbon of

my notes, sinoe she was unable to be thersa, You will find
it enolosed.

As always,
&-ﬂ-n—-ﬂ

Bess Furman
Pross Department

BF:3

Endoned by the Mathonal Isformation Burtay, Inc., §135 Fowth Avesan, M, ¥. C,
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(Thess are the notes that Miss Furman took

on the speech of Mra, Roosevelt. It is not a
letter-perfect guots but is a rather close
following of her address.)

Tou are startlog ou & campuign to gather io a grest many mora people
into an organization in nrder to strengthan it, Hany of us fesl the League
a vary good ingtremant of training, It has taught us to listen to the othar
perscn's point of view; it has taught us to listen to complaints—we are
told there 1s oo such thiug as non-partisanship—I have spent mamy hours
answering letters sxplainiog that the Leagus tried to be nob-partisan)
tried to fiaod out facts. Oreduslly that idsa is getting across in many
communities, ons thing we must pressnot to people 1f we are golog to try to
prasparve our libarties—it taikes u lot of trouble to try to get at the
faots, I have told mamy young parsons trying to obtain a Imowledge of public
questions, *I'd go to the Lsagoe and ask for a statament of different points
of view on that subjech.” And when we have dona all that, we havs to make
up our ainds and desids what is really beat %0 do. Ona thing to do to
presarvs liberty is %o be sure that there is liberly for everybody—oot just
from your own paint of wiew. Psople say to ms, "We don't consider it
libardy that so-and-so be allowed to sy thos-and-so.®*

Then you have sonaidersd all the faots and make up your mind what you
believe in, then you have a right to ssy and to persuade other pecple. That
is & liberdy we should be ready to fight for. Fight for the attitude whieh
faces reality. Don't think a thing i trus bescauss you would like it to ba
trus., Ino ths littls story Nra. Taft told,one thing is typifisd—we women
do "do all the work and we don't hold the offices.” I am such interested
to find that im whatever fleld women do work they have to kesp on fighting
%o be allowed to do the work and to get an equal position to work., The

ndengy to a shange in this respeci is supposed to be restricted to certain
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places in the world. We ought to think a 1ittle und seo 1f this is really
true. I would like to ses you csase to be a Leagus of Women Voters and be
a "Lecgus of Voters.” I think the gentleman might hear sore than they
sometimes do about the situations that women find themselves in. We are
very apt to frel our liberties agsured and thet nothing cen curtall them,
But it comss to me sc often, and lartaly from women, that itis the women
whoses sswing rooms are being closed, the women who are being throwm out of
employsent., The sdgument is that it i» the men who hsad the families.
Men are supposed tc be herds of families, but often thase women say, "I am
the breadwinnsr im the family.®™ This liberty we priss we must watch from
every angle. Thinge rro rlways crssping w: on us someshare or other unless
we rre doing it. Watch your attitude toward other peopls, toward women,
toward grou-o rf other —eople. We are prone to think everybody in the
country is not entitled to quite the sams libarty.

I was talking to a group that belonged to & farm organisation. One
little girl said, "If you are & leader be sure to remain one of the group
80 you do mot feel the differsnce batweem you and others.® Watch yourself
and your prejuiices. The more I go sbout the country, the more different
groups 1 ses, the more I realise we have got to sit down and face curselves—
not to say "Tes, ws believe in desooracy; yes, we believe in liberty®; but
to say, "What ars the places in my bebavior in the Leagus where I fall shert
of demooraqyj =here ax I n little arrogant?” Thet is the begimning of
democraqy,. The leugus 13 o very good instrument., You have a tyained group
of woman who oun 81t down without emotion and analyse. That is really
fresdom—to kesp informed, eonditionsd by the circumstances of our lives,
At lsast we can try to know about people—that 1s a basis of really preserving
our liberty--not little bits of the mation, all the people of the natiom.
If we insist on liberty for some and nmo liberty for others, we find creeping
in on us a xind of thinking and aotion which does not lead to real desccracy



but to slavery. We cannot take the trouble to really be the type of

citisen As==wialy requires.
do not count for much but s2 one of the people who muke demococracy work you
Function mot for selves wlons but for community and

count for a good deal,
pation =@ & whirle., Ther cu conm ;v Goevvs ‘cTocrucy. In o democrady the

It msans & lot of work, You know you, yourself,

individual responsibility is an all-important thing and thut is the real

aacrat of preserving our liherties.




May 17, 1939

I think your article abo.t the
wives of publio men is very good. Muny
thanks for lstting me see it.

Affectionately,

Miss Bess Furman /1 ...l.
1097 National Press Bldg,
Wash., D.C.

T
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ey 29, 199
Desr Bemst
I az sorry thet I found 1ife wec too

crowded for me to go to the purty st tie Buresu

of Printing v Pograving, so I coold ot Lear your

friend.

Affectionately,

S0

UMizs Beas Furman | R SR
Lo920WBstern Avenue =
Chevy Chuse, Md.










Juna 1, 1939

Dear Bess:

Mrs. Hoosevelt asks me to thank
you for the loaflst, "Women on Juriea®,
She will keep 1t in her files and will
be glad to have whatever other informction
you send liar on this aubject,

YVery sinceraly youira,

Uiss Bess Furuan Aewstio !
Hational Laspue of Bomen Vofers
726 Jackson Place

Weshington, D.C.
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The White House t L ALY
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Dear Flesmor:

€ince the enclosed leaflet, "Women on Juries," is one of those
rure round-ups of & subject that goes down through the years,
I thought you might like one for your files, It 1s corrected
and 1t won't be much of a chore to keep it corrected.

The Nationel League of Women Voters will try to keep you posted
on all changes coming to ite attentlion on the "Women in Jury
Service" front. And the Press Department of the League would
appreciate it if you would also pass such informution along,
thus keeping & double-check.

Sinceraly yours,
.'l." (1 _{ L B e )

) Bess Furman
BF/B Press Department

Enclosures:
frese relense for May 79, 1859
"fomen on Jurles" fllier

Endoesed by the Mational laformation Buress, ne., 813 Fowth Avenue, M. ¥, C.




Press Department FOR RELEASE in papers of
National League of Vomen Votera

7268 Jackson Place Mondaey, May 29, 1939
Waghington, D. C,

Four reasons why women should serve on juries are given in a "Women on Juries"
leaflet whose publicatlon wes announced today by the Nutional League of Woumen Votera
This leaflet shows women's jury service at a nationsl helf-woy mark,

The reapona glven were:

1. Responsibility of citizenship. Jury service is a form of perticipation
in the proceas of government, a social responsibility that should be shared by
all citizens——men and women alike.

2. Better balanced verdicts. The complementary viewpoints of women and men
tend to result in better balanced Jury verdicts.

8. Increase available number of qualified jurors. The number of persons
available would be doubled and many women would not need to be excused because
of buginess responsibilities.

4. Why not? Women are in the courts in the capacity of plaintiffs, de-
fendants, Judges, lawyers, clerks, and stenogrephers. 'i'th‘ should the jury box
ba closed to them?

A "Women on Jurlies Map" of the United States, showing states where such service
is compulsory, stutes where service is pernissive, and states where women ere still |
barred from jury service was included with, however, this footnote: "At the time
af puhlicntiﬁn many stete leglslutures were still in sessicn, end therefore changes
may huve been made in some states regarding jury service for women.m

The state of Illinois did pass a lni;;fiize women jury service, alter-
ing the just-published map by one state end merking the helf-way point in the
nchiavmmt.luf Jury service for the women of the entire country.

Under the leadership of Ellen M. Yockey and Mrs. Haymond S, Simons, chairmen
of the Department of Government und the Legal Status of Vomen of the Illinois
League of Women Voters, local Leagues of Illinois heve for years made an active
campalgn in behalf of the jury service law. They observed a "Nomen on Juries Day "
in March. .
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Before the Illinois law wus pessed, 23 states and the District of Columbiam pro-
vided for the service of women on Jurles, P5 states barred women from Jury scrvice.
Mow 24 states ond the District of Colimbia have women's jury service, 24, states
gtill bar women from jury aar;i.cn. The presence of the District of Colusmbia on the
;man'a jury service side gives that viewpoint & elight edge in the present tie
vote,

"It is a matter for rejolcing that our 'Women on Juries' map beceme antiguated
gven before it was put into gemeral circulation,” sald Miss Marguerite M, Wells,
president of the Notlonal Lesgue of Women Voters., "The faster the map changes to
include the states in which women now have no jury service--Alabama, Arizona, Cole-
redo, Florida, Georgls, Idaho, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Miesouri,
Montana, Nebraska, New Hempshire, New Mexico, North Corolins, Oklahoma, South
Dakota, South Carolina, Tennessce, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, and
Wyoming——the better it wlll be for the gystem of justice in this country."”

Miss Wells urged compulsory jury service in the states where 1t now is option-
al or permissive—arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, Kensas, Loulgiana, New
York, North Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island, Utah, Woshington and Wisconsin.

Mrs, Fdith Valet Cock of New Haven, Connecticut, chalrman of the Department
of Government end the Legal Status of Women of the Nrilonael League, gaid:

"The League of Vomen Voters supports compulsory rather then optional jury
service for women becsuse jury service is a duty which every qualified voter ought
to perform, There 18 no reason why one sex should be compelled to perform this
gervice, end the other be allowed to exercise a choice in the matter.

"Optional or permissive laws are unsatisfactory because: permissive laws fail
to recognize the principle of responsible citizenship; permissive laws put a burden
on the administrative machinery in calling large numbers of women only %o have to
excuge them later; with a permissive law, the number of women serving tends to be
negligible,"

States cited s having compuleory jury service lews for women were: Californis,
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Connecticut, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Michigan, Minnescta, Nevada, New
Jereey, Ohio, and Penngylvania.
Judges on both coasts were guoted on women jurors:

Louie B, Hewitt, Circuit Court of Oregon: "It seems to me that good,
intelligent women can improve the quality of jury service by serving nha:lzwqr
the opportunity occurs and by encouraging others to do so."

Grover M. Moscowitz, U. 5. District Judge, New York: "The women have been
attentive, painstaking, understanding and fair in the determination of the
capes presented to them....By far and large the verdicts -::tt the jury this
month, which have included women, have been more intelligent than the

vardicte heretofore rendered by jurles consisting solely of men.”
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Juos 22, 1838

Dear Besa:

Thank for your letter. I
think the pagrsant {a grand}

I am anxious to know how you
all stood the trip.

Affectionately,

Mra. Robert Armstrong
MeCook
Hebraska
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Binemnial Convention,

American ‘ssoclation of Univeraity Women Resums of
Shirley=-Savoy Hotel, Monday Night's
Lenver, Colowado. Pageant

The pageant, "Yesterday's Women" deplcts the part women
played in the ploneering of thes states of New 4demico, Utah,
Colorado, and Wyoming.

It 1ia nriiintld in an eplo manner--=firat a compact, XEm
specific sketehling of the mlghiy movement that made each atate,
then anttntlnatl portrailt of the individual wom'n in that
movament.

Its ‘r.lt chorusea will ba first to test tha acousties
in Denver's remarkable nearly-compléted amphitheater in tha
"Park of the Red Rooks". The ocast numbers about %00
univereity women and thelr Husbands.

Author is Lols Hartman Bogge, who won fir .t orlze in
& pageant contest staged by Denver univeralty woa:n through
A gift of money coming from an anonymous ~0nor.

The sequence conalsts of a Pfrologue and Eplloguas of
Youth donverelng with History, and four hilstoric Friezss,
one for each state.

from
Color-notes £m the Frlezes:

New Mexigo

Sweep of Hlstory---

The Spaniards slezed the seven famous cl ties of Clbola, .
rotbed and kllled and found no gold. The frinr. cams with robes
and oross, and worshlpsed strange nam . Jda with prayerns The
Indians, iﬂ;&l &0 thelr tribal gods mady martyrs of these hmm
humble men. - €ities were seitled, San Gabriel (Santa Fe]

The cowboys drove north on the Sante Fe trall thelr long=horned
steers, stage coaches rolled.

"The Spanish vloteyy 1s long forgotten

The conquersd have gone away.

The © nquered ones, the Indlons live here,

A vanqulshed byt viotorlous race

Amid the rulns of thelr seven oltles

They bulld and live as d1d thelr fathara.

Woman's Part---

The womsn "bullt thd klvas round, the towering wnllas
of clay", wove cotton cloth, made pri:atly robes, made
gattlrr. baskets, tilled the candy soll, ground the ocorn,

prayed to the ninud God to send down rain", their prayer
the rain danos,



Utanh
Sweep of Hisbbyy:

‘he friars of Santa Fe, through rocky, towerin: ocanyon
walls, etumbling, climbing in sxhaustion, ecarrled their crces
of f&ith to Utsh. Another flfLy year: men roamed¢ the wast,
rowed on its rlvers, traded furs, Bridger, Oszcen, Provést,
Smith, Kit Caraon. The forty=niners tuli-d thelr way through
Few men etopped long till Brizham Young brought out the
Mormons and sald, "“Thie is the Place".

Their converts had no muney for expenslve crossing of the
plains and Bountains. There grew ths plan of hand=garts to
be pulled by man instead of beast. Calamatious the plan of
hand oertes proved.

¥oman's Parki

Acroas an ocean's width, owr country's breadth, they
publsd thelr fraglle carts olled high, they waded.sireams
or choked with summer's dust. That three monthu marca of
docm began too late. Fraczing nilghts they spent on high
plateau in summer's ragged garb, unsheltered, starving.
Each ‘cnmp became & burl+l site mach morning, one shallow
grave for those whose sleep wus flasl. Hone dared lock
back to ose the wolves and vultures. Unwondering, they
passed the bones of mighty dinomaurs, now in museums,

The bubbling oll they saw anc found quite useful for
oiling guns and shoes and gre=asing carts., It was not
food, and on they pushed, unheedingz the allent signals of
vast stores of wealth.

Colorado
Eweep of Historyi

Long since, eme Colorado's hills had knosn the »hite
man's seapching hafd, Cheyennes and Arapahoss were camped on
plaina where game was plenty, where moving glaclera down
from heights crept slow, remorseles:, to bé osught 1n
desert rose or cactus bloom. The cheftiinas an? tha wilase
men of thess trlbes met in councll around th: {ire, awors,
"white man shill not come".

Zebulon Plke came, to atarve, to fresze, to lanve his
name for Plke's Peak. Major Long led an expedltion, left
his name. Kit @arson, Baker, Dridger, all trapped,
traded, warred, and dled. Homan came, too, LOR explore,
climbed lofty ranges, rode alone, unharmed, the narrow tralls.
John Gregory, Jackson, Fussell found ths gold that brought
the world to Colorado.



Women's Part

Men dug fae gold, thelr song ls sung, th-lr fortunes and
their sorrows told the world. The women, thelr wives and
mothers, dled unknown, thelr days of endless labors moon
forzotten.

They left thelr ordered homes, flower gardens ne t, thelr
jams and jellies, quilts and woven rugs, thelr tirends, and
all, to go with frenzled mstes across the prairie lands to
:nuntaina bleuk whers nothlng grew, where nothing llved but

hey.

They lived 1n cablns bare with esrthem {loor; on
amoking fires, in dented pots, they cooked the same poor
meals of bacon, mush and beans. In pinebouzh bunks trney
tossed their sleepless hours and bore thelr bLables in a
haze of p-in, alone, andburisd most =mfxikmm in tiny boxes.

At dawn theilr men went forth, thelr eyes agling, to
gouge unfriendly hille with pleck and blawt, or sleve tha
legy waters of the strenm. They saw gold ateal away thelr
husband's hearts. For few, qilck, 1lncandascent fortune cams,
ané hrought the glfta that all the world gan glva.

Gold, we'ye found it, gold, ;jold, gold!
Now my wite can be a lady:

Thus grew a stale on fortunse and miafortune+« Ae the
roaring sea in the shells, falntly we nheay tue achoes of
heartaches rising from abandoned mlnes, the rulns of cablns,
volge of the ghost-towns==-Thls Colorado wou moth:red in

lonsly ocourage.
dyoming
Sweep of History---

The desr filrat mide the tralls that run from rliing sun
to settinz sun. Along those tralls, Bird Joman cama,
papoose on back, gulding Lawis and Clarke northweatward.
The trappers wagod 'helr ruthless trade. Over the trall came
emigrant bands. The government pent out its pufvey men,
Tremont's party. The last of the old scouta, Buffalo Blll,
cama tirelesaly ridluz the Pony Expresa---Cody tr-1ll wus
names for him. The trall was pounded wider by cattle hooves.
The spacks th 't once ware buffalo and Indlan ponles turned
to white man's cows, and blended into bluras of sheep.



Woman's Part----

Upon those lonely plains lived women brove, facing
8ach homeslck weary usy with hope. To them this lite
Was overwhelming, mad. Fer them no 51."'::11&?0 in adventura's
Jop. In coversd wagon, srmy post, or ranch, thay lmaw
no respite for thelr fears.

Un ranches vast and fenceless, perheps nne womsn in
A hundred miles, = loyal ready hand to help her husband,
eh-red in the work of round-up or corr:l,

This hard and bitter fieht killea msny a man, and left a
woman there wlth the work to do. Bha fought the rustlers,
ran the ranch, taught her children and aewed thelr alothes,
#sold the cattle mAd madm ands meet.

From graying dmwn to grayer night, she rode, she pdanned,
she bossed the hande. Har chlldren grew 1p astride s horasa.
The ranch house stoodj a symhol of home, a welcome to
all in that high country, 1ts door ajar, its table apreait,
always a bunk or an extra bad.

On Saturday night for miles and milaa they cama In

Baddle or buckboard swift and onder |he ewinging, hanging
lamps they danced to a figdler's vhbrant call, They
whirlsd, they aswung in a cowboy's walt;. Closs-pressad,
they would "Promenade All",

{wni&z—quadrillud by 8 couples.)



Bilennial Conventlion,

Amer, Assn, University Women IMMEDIATE RELEASE / f
Hotel Shirley Savey | !
Denver, Colorado

E;Lkko\kE: K f}“ Cotn o= hfichxk.éljat JILAJ ,_;ﬁ
AV “‘j B A - .‘ 4. 3 '
o cha pasn g f»i

ki::;jﬁ . élriiﬁJ S Qg Jiif s
% e s SIS S
THE THEATER OF THE ROCKS, |
wf ot s ned T ot
wrL Kgd—u__éigl Tt = P NANRAS s

A natural wonder, newly turned to the uses of man, The
Theater of the Hed Hocks, was setting tonight for the firat per-
formance ever held within its sheer rock walla----a pageant,
"Yesterday's Women", presented at the opening night's session
of the Americen Association of University vwomen's Convention.

After its officilal and permanent opening next Easter Mon-
day, thlas theater will stand as America's outstanding mcoustl-
cal wonder. At present, it is this country's biggest C. C. C.
project.

The backdrop of 1ts astage 1s & sheer red rock, of tremen-
dous size and ship-like contour, behind which the street lights
of Denver shimmer, twelve miles away as the crow flies. Its
glde-walls of remendously greater red rocks slant awiftly,
sheerly upward to the stars.

Osorge E. Cranmer, Denver's Manager of Improvements and
Parks, who has charge of the project which today came to the
"{nitial appearance” polnt, sald that the greatest musiclans

have cooperated for the past four years in testing 1ts acousti-
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cal possibilities for out-of-door entertainments. Mische Elman
took great delight in pleying his violin to the Red Hocks: The
Kolisch wuartet of Vienne and the Pasquet Trio of Parls made
the teat on chamber mualc.

"I figured if they could do chamber music, they could do
anything," said Cranmer. "These¢ chamber music people, you knuw,
have highly trained ears, vory delicate, very exact. They kius
what part of tone is duc to lnstrument, what to the place in
which it is played. I toock Koliah to the top of a rock and whon
he 1listencd he saild, 'that violin lsn't thot good.' The quality
of the tone was enhenced by the surroundings. Tho volee of
Jimmy Mclton, radlo singer, was twlce as good at Hed hocks as at
the Denvor suditorium.

"If we have a plece whore the best music will sound better
it will be worth while going thers."

The theater hes becn threc years in bullding. It will hold
8,500 people when completed, with cmple parking-spaca for thelr
cutomobiles. It is a trus thcater, not an amphitheater, & half-
circle, not & bowl. Guologleally, it 1s intercsting. From the
famod "Morrison Sand Stones" just bulow, a dinosaur went to
Smithsonien Institutlion. Whoen the focky Mountains rose up from
the plain in o great inner earth uphecval, the rocks which had
been flat open oceen bed got tipped up to a forty-five dagree
angle.

Down through the sges & good deal of dirt drifted in, and
one ﬁf the chorea of the CCC was cleaning off the great rock on
ona sido and moving it ovor to fill in a hele on the other. A
juniper treé 50 feot up marks whore they sturted. Junlper trees

will be used in tha landscuping. The thecter hos as its setting
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600 acres of Denver's 25,000 acres of mountaln parks.
Cranmer hcs viewed and studied the theaters of old Grocce,
S8icily, and home in the devclopment of the Theoter of the Rod
Rocks., Ho prophesied that to make bost usec of 1t there would
have to be & reviv.l of old Greek mnthaha. such as the use of
mesks to drameatlze face-concepts and of busking boots to bulle

up height for thc best theatrical cffocts,




MEMORANDUM FOR
o MRS. ROOSEVELT

THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN

Y



July 22, 1929
Ryde Purk, New Tork

Dear Bosasi

#hen I got back from New York
Tommy gave me your telegrem and her answer,
and even 1f T had bean here there is nothing
olse I could have done.

I em 8o glad to hear th.t you are
all safely back from your trip and thut the
twins came through without any serious dif-
fioulty although I realize thul you miat bhave
had a very snxious time,

I hope I shall see you before long.

Affectionutely,

/Hrs. Robert Armstrong
4920 Western Avenus
dashligton, D.C.
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Dear E.R Jl ‘L‘kl 'I,LL \o
Well, our western trek ended exactly a week azo=--and I've hbeen

alming te write you ever since to answer your nilee question on how the
babies stood tha trip.

Then I got an urgent letter freom this St, Louis radio bunch that
pays me good money when I can get a speaker for them, but whe pester me
about to death by being hipped on the idea of putting the White Hguse
housekeeper on their "Inside Story" program. When I wrote you on this
bafore I gathered the idea it wus well-nigh impossible-==then I read some
Nesbitt stories here and there and thought maybe I was over-pessimistic.
Either way, they wouldn't take my word that it eouldn't be dene. A
telegram from Tomaf$ yesterday after I wired you straightened the situatien
outs I shall go to Stevbe=-mnd I feel surs that whatever he says they'll
realize it as gone to the court of last appeal. So much of life in
Washington over ell the years is spent in making the folks out home realize
the impossibility of the impossible beeause they are not close snourh to
see the rdbons why., I can understand this, for when I was in Omaha I
deeply resented the geographicel fact that reporters in Washington eould
knmow whet we out there couldn't,

Now ms to the trip. The twins were Trpupers and Trogans. But twice
life got the hest of them. The first was my fault. They'd pone sc far so good
thot I got careless and let fond relatives feed them some sweets they shouldn't
kave had. Result, a dipestive upset while we were enroute from ons visit to
angther. And & violent one. The second wasn't my feult. The heat wave was
almost unbelieveable. And it brought a strange bad breed of fly, that we
coubdn't fight fast enouph to keep from the oar, Results, pestar, fester, fever.
Buth Elsanor had sich a high temperature 1o3.8 that we had to stop off in Lincodn

d take the rest of the trip wery slowly. But Providence was with us in an

ameing manner., In bath pleces where wa had to pet emerpency halp, we happened
to have a personal=lriend doetor in that town whose wife was his assistant.
End they happened to be in when we needed them. So we pot both doctoring and -
nursing of the highest rank in the speediest fashion. And hoth time the kids
revived promptly and well. They are now simply fime. Inoidentally, after being
awey from that book you gave them Xmas for more than o month, they ecould still
say "Hippopotamus" without prompting whan they got back., So I guess they didn't
lose out much on their home work. :

It was, on tho whole, a pleasant and sueceessful trip, but I don't think
you'd call it a pleasure trip oxactly, for ineluded in it was two operations---
Bob's (my brother took his tonsils out) my sister Hazel's (Thank God it wasn't
cancer) j one large-sized oonvention of which you have heardy and & reorgenizaticn
of Bob's job. Vhen we left he was all set in oase lir. ILokes pnkt PWA; when he read
in the paper lMr. Carmody was it he rot on the train and came home Zepherishly.

So far he's stlll among the ins, and sees a breath of life and hope in the new
pet=up, As I told you once before, Milke Strauss rather peached cut and pathered
Bob inte his organiszation in arder to olip hie wings. Bob could work with him

okeh, but was more or less stymied. Te wrote the first two releases under the

new set up and was appointed to help orpanize their new reereation asscolation.
Lueile end I took turns driving back, end got lots of experience in spotting good
tourist campe. Well, more anon, much love, and thanks to Tommy for a prompt reply.

TBaax

+




STANDARD FORM Mo, 144
APFEOVED BY THE PRESIDENT '

Wasington

TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES
| |

E.R.

Mpa. Heabitt willin.: to broasdeast for "Inside Story"

pro.ram en her work nh iwhite house, housekeenor

if 'you will isive permiasicon. I would conslder thls

a personal favor s I sm its Washin.ton agent :nd

would furnish intervliew. Flenge wire collect. Love
Bessa Furann

I anawered:

Mra. R. away, but Fresident has conslstengly refused
oermission in past. Bupreat you ask Steve Early
or B111 Hassett

M.C.Ts




Aaptanhar », 1030

Doar Nenno:

I an ;1ad rou are doine thin
hooklet and hope 1% w111 be a pren
oucrann. ‘e will be lanving lieve
on a lacture trin on Gantenlier 1Nth,
Lut will ha Ain Viashincton the 1nth
and 17th, and back thers 4he and
of the nonth when I ehall hapae %o §
nes wou,

Affaptli-n f-ﬂl:f'

Mrg. Robert Armatrong
4920 Waatern Avenue
Wgsh'npton, D. C.
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Denr Beas:

I am very happy about the house and
plaass forget that you owe me any money. In
fuot, I do pot think you do owe it to me, I
am sure that it was a gift, If you prefar to
consider it ms a gift now, I would be glad to
feal that 1t was a small help toward establishing
your homa which I know will mesn a great deal to
all of you.

I want to get you and Bob here same
night before very long es I should like to see
Bab.

I have some idess of what I hope Hick
may eventually do for the demooratic organization,
but I want her to be with the men and not with the
women, and I do not want just a small job dopoe BO
I do not know whether it will sver materialize,.

She certainly oould do & swell job if the men ocould
see it that way.

I am interested in the sight-seeing trip
but do let me know well ahsad about it because I
am going to find it very hard to manage any more
dates.

Affeationately,

mleés-Hess Funmn M P 1..-1 L] g Deniaa?)

Furman Fenturaes
1097 Nat¥unal Press Dldg.

Wash., D.C, T:5D
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Battery Park—Bethesda RoAs ol B

Within Walking Distance of New Maval Hospital -
Tha picture doai nat in ha portroy the attractivensss ond real . K 2
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with & big, bright dining room, pantry, kitchen, maid's mem and o _,
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allie provides ompls storoge aspoce. Tha two-car garoge b ap- .
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intefias, |1 han a personal Bouch rorely seen e the newer Romes e :t!\.-r'-llll Lt 9 t— i
Whar wa lrapected the property, our fint thought, afler o vwesping e
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December 16, 1939

Dear Beaail

To begin a study of housin:, I would go

to the City Hall or the Town Hall and ask
the tenenent house inspeotor whioh are

the arcas in the olty he considered the
worat., I would then vieit those areas,
having found out the approximate popula-
tlon per block, In the houses I, would
find out about the water supply, what
plumbing Af any, what ntate of repalr, how
many people slept in a room, how many beda,
and wheth r uned for douhls Bhifts of not ,
rent, average incoms of the people living
in that vicinity, heating, garbage disposasl,
prevelance of dlsease.

In & rural area, the sam® cquestlons ahould
be studled, but one would have to go out
to look for oneself.

I first became intersated when 1 did work
in the tenement house dlstrlct in New York
Oity at the age of eighteen. The reason
for this was to conta t children of the




| nelghborhood,
I have aren housinz prefbgmputn prantically
every part of the country and I have no
id' a how w&ny. |

Affrotionately, |



Dear E.R.3

Yhen you told Dorothy that llousing would 'u; firet on the
f‘indln---ntlt program, T had the hright idea of rolng with you to the allays
on Christmas Eve and mideins the story of the allavs the hopoful start of
a reneral artiocle on the housing status in our tovm.

fiut now the Digest is all in a dither to pat put in the
next breath so it oan start the Yew Year right. It is & nohle move and

I am for it. 5o’ 1 have redused the immediate plan tn this:

We pot zood hefore and after photos on the allays from the News.
4o shall mention the 1939 alley Christmas tree, goiny hack over the

J other alley Christmas treos, and then romembering one of your earlisst
press confarence when you told of having whisked throurh the alleys with
the aped angel of that sore subject,

From the alley authority we shall ~et a statement on the present housing
situation in Washinrton-—what has been done===what remains to he done.

( From you, in first-parson quote, T want your recipe. A series of simple

1ittle rules like you zave me once on how to hehave as a condidate's wife.

You ars in any tomm. You tell the women of A™YTOW how to po about it

to find out about housing. \What questions to ask. 1

T also would like to have your answer to these two questions:
/i 1)) ly Whep did you first pet interasted in housinpg, and Wyt

D A can you make any estimate of how magy housing projects you heve visited,
PN e at laast to whether or not they have been in all goctionsy

As soon as I pet this first too-rushed order off, I promise to mako
simple plans for tha rest of ihe series, counting in some of the wives
of tha members of Congress. I tried to pet Dorothy to put it off a
month but she eouldn't hear too=--=3o then I rot the alley idea,

I can't tell you how much I enjoyed being in the skit, I thought you

were the very most beautiful in that costume that I had ever ssen you.

Tha aye of Third Term made a perfect frame Tor the pleture. I camnot |
tall you what an effective viewpoint 1t wmas.

3 “Ilf“ Al "r"' 3 '-B.n.w |
; E-Q,Jn R W RS o A (1 :
RS el e R e




December 29, 1938

Dear Beas:

The lovely Indian bowl is going to
Hyde Park where I cen really enjoy it. It
was svweet of you end Bob and the children to
send it to me.

I was 50 pleased to pec the twins
and you have so much to be proud of - they
are adorable, I hope they had a good time at the
party, It was pood to eee you and Lucille.

Many thunks erd pood luck for tha
New Year In the new homo.

Affectionutely,

Mrs. Robert Amstrong
513 Coddard Foad
Bethesda, Wd.



January 17, 1940

Doar Bass:

T shell be anxicus to see your story

when it is ready. Heny thankd for your lestter.
T do understand, but I thought T had inadvertently
told my press confersncel

Affecti nately,

Mre. Eotert Armstrong
1097 Press Bldg.
Washington
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, Is there time in the rest of your week, when you could mals a few minutes
run a8 far as the District Building---Room 208 and its environs, Dr. Sealdnger and

Health Commissicner Ruhland-—with comssss a small group of essmen's wi to be
swiftly lipd as soon apg your time is declded ?m? = “ﬂ

Gl o — . -
Tﬁ'ﬂ’t“"\. : bl - Rha,

Lueile made a trail-blasing trip down there, and the Health Artiocle seems to he
shaping up about like this:

e \,1
o=,

It will fall paturally into two prts---measures +o protect the publiojand measures
te help the individual,

Publie Proteotion: Your question on scda foundains brought ocut the high-light
story there. Yes, there now is sanitary inspeotion of such. They go in with sterils
tubes and swabs, and go over dishes apparently olean. ukibgeres Then they take "em
into a lab in the District PBuilding and make oultures. Two hundred germs are allowed
8 olean bill of healthjy one had 25,000 germs, and that's not tops; in & real dirty
Plaoce they might get a million. Adir in theaters is also tested by getting bottles
thereof. FPublie health snginmers work olosely with the housing people to aunda':

Egpards. The modern way of dealing with quarantine is to isolate the patient and let

- T - [

the breadwinner go on working. Eto.

Ald to the Populaocs Persomally: Pneumonis oures taks the news lead. Thers has been
& "woddesrful new approach” to the 23 types thereof in sulfatyridine and antipneumsccoscie
* | Pl | En’{g;-
t gsera. Whare ,,.Lduu.t’h Ta Iﬁ?, before the lab started, was 121,4 per 100,000
§ J

it had dropped to 87.1 in 1938, and—-tentative---to 75.2 in 1959, T.E. has gone dewn
from 123 to 83.8 in the five ysars* MNegro tb rate is 4 to 1, compared to Whitaes,
posumcnie rates 2 %o 1. Washington's health 1lls are chiefly eoonomic. They are trying
to build regicnal health centers in the worst distriots---tmd have built ons, have a

d“j bill in for another. Public health nurse also important key to bettering situatioen.
_'i Should have 1 publie health murse each 2000 population. Whole oity of Washingto n has

enly 150 publie hgelth nurses and memy of them are on bedside duty.

3} .Fﬂtl]‘ Hadg'd rather talk pneumonia than +,b., you ask some mors tb guestions,
The olaim Washington has no special olimsotic hasards, I was rised to find tho
= we do have oooupatiomal diseases in Government Printing Offioce, Cleaning, Garages.
Bess lpnd I.uuu?hm.

T e —
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Discovering UYour
Home Town
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By BESS AND LUCILE FURMA
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Natinasl Commiftes

an oo Hisusing

Mrs. Roosevelt says:

OR che past four years, an "Alley

Christmas Tree Celebration™  has
been on Mrs. Franklin 1. Rowse- owd ank the pfeweneent Dowie s e tor,
velt's wdficial  program In 1938, this were My arcay i M ity Be considered B

evlebration centered around a licele pine

trev in the very heare of Washingron's l.'j.u.|' and alowt he walir ey s wlsat plwmliug, i wdat stale
bigast  slum  square—Navy  Place—so bow many slefpt in o Done weary Bods, and wlhetber
calldl because of its closeness to the slfts or wet; rewd; die < uf levimy i fhad

LUmitedd Stanes Mavy Yard, This Christ- garbage disposal, prevalvnoe of discase,
mas just past, that whole great square
had been cleared of its core of four alley
stures and seventy alley dwellings and
ity border of one hundred subscandard
ruw Three days before Christ-
mas the Alley Dwelling Authoriy ad
vertised for construction bids on 2 low-
rent housing project there. This was one
muore milestone showing that the long
snil sordid history of Washington alleys
had bBecome a bistory of housing progress.

Huw this reclamation has come to pass
unfolded with a wisic
o the Alley Dwelling
Authority, and to the
slumis and housing pro-
s

“Iw oa roral arca, Hhe sanee et
to go ontd and look for encself

Why st study lsoaing 0 your ven o
Wity T Do ratic
lstrsecs

people became acute, builders went into
the centers of these squares and made
lieele miner street systems,  building
howses of low standards.  As these deter-
wrated, they became slums. The blight
spread to the outer edge of the squares

Vhwer, o fypieal secae in one of Washington's all
i F i di, L'l'.ll

supplanted by moedern heosing,
under

s Juris-

diction.

"I every aity, slums

begin in the weakest
spot,” sail John Thider,
executive  officer  and
woretary of  the Au-

"In Washing-
ton, slums center in the
squares  planned
by Major L'Enfant. It
ot so much the
fault of the plan as of
the lack of an author-
ity o see that the city-
planning was properly
carriad l||r|lu'n:|1.

tharit v,

gireal

RTRN R

"A  typical  Tide-
Woaner development,
Washington grew  up

o row howses fronting
the squares. The cen-

ter arcas thus left va-
cant  were approached
only through narrow

alleys and, because they
had no street !rrunt:kq,
their value was small.
When the question af
housing low -income

‘and Hou

maanth T Desus vt

"To begin a study of bowsing, 1 would go to the City Hall o
e

baving fowmd ont the approvimate pepalation per Dok,

Dgeid what yaos fiad «

I e fare reelo-
aw, o il seene after the old alley spatem hos b

s S

sing

| “haw Your Lo
shout condini
of guidis 1w
Bammevly

VLR ke

Town Hall
i, wlie
thw vastt pns
T the Ix

effietul duw vlarge wf

oearsd I n

areds,

by 1 aweald

L] 'I-' F I|'|I|.|I |II'|

shinlivel, Pard e geowld T

g Al

"
will by pubilishy

¢ aress.”

As well as these sections predominately
slums, Mr. lhlder pointed out on a map
of the viey thar the Mational Capirzl’s
pesuliar slum problem also includes area-,
spotted all over the onginal city plan,
where there are blocks
of  goodly  dwellings
along the streets with
a rotten core of slum
alleys.

wd om to include wh

A consciousness thar

Washington  had  this
slum  problemy arose a5
carly as 1871 Thire:
yvears later, 349 howses
wyre condemned.  In
terest in cleaning out
the alleys  has  been
sporadic ever since. Mr
Ihlder has been con-
sistently and continu

ously at work on the
|'i:r|.'r|1]r|11 for Lwenky
vears, his efforts hav-
ing  been enlisted b
the late Mrs. Archibald
Hopkins, “grand old
lady" of the betrer
housing movement.
First President to be-
intensely  inter-
ested in the slum con-
ditions in the seat of
national Eovernment
was Theodore Roose-
velt. He broughe his
friend, Jacob Riis, to
the Capital o study
the (Cond. on puge 33)

Coane



MRS, ROOSEVELT AND HOUSING
iContinued from page 7)

problem.  Riis wisited the alleys, then

appeared before a Senate committer,

"Ar that time Willow Tree Alley,
closg to the Capital, was the worst slum
in the city,” said Thider. “Riis described
how he came upon it, on a rainy day,
drear and drab and desclate, He vividly
portraved one house in particular, where
lived five persons mﬂ'c'.ﬁns with tuber-
culosis and two with venereal disease,
The living room was full of washing
hung on criss-crossed lines—rowels from
the Senate barber shop.” The Senate
acted. Tt got rid of that house, and of
all the houses in that parti;uhr alley.
Where the hidden slum had been, thtr
created a3 hidden Pl.l}'sl'ﬂ'l.ll'l.d. a good
thing wrongly placed, and illustration
of the futility of a halfway measure.
Two months ago, that playground was
demolished to clear the site for the pew
Social Security Building."

A number of unsuccessful arrempts
for alley-clearing legislation had been
made when the interest of che firse Mrs.
Woodrow Wilson was enlisted by Mrs.
Archibald Hﬂpkins. She gave the
Ernptmd measure great impetus, bur it

ad not passed when she died. The face

that she had asked about it on her death-
bl was ]:ll.l.l.‘l!l.\.l'l\.\j and 3 mawre drastic
bill than the one which had been pend-
ing was passed. This was soon declared
unconstitutional, and the alley question
went back to ity accustomed place—
abeyance.

In 1929, the Mational Park and Plan-
ning Commission made a thorough study
of the inhabited alleys., Results “The
commission became convinced thar the
inhabited alleys are centers of disease,
vice, and crime, and that the only remedy
is to wipe them out . . . The roor cause
of their iniquity is that chey constitute
a series of little, hidden, communitics
in which anti-social activities flourish.”
The commission thar year drafeed a bill
designed to rid the Capital of its in-
habited alleys, centering on two points—
future use of the cleared property and
rehousing the alley dwellers. Thar bill
was destined to be a rrail-blazer in the
nation’s houwsing history.

Mr. Ihlder, who drafeed the 1929 ill,
pointed out that former bills had been
based on police powers and the con-
demnation process. They were almost
impossible of execution because of che
financial interests involved, and they were
ruled out by the courts,

"Our act is based on the power of
eminent domain and is a reclaiming,” said
Mr. Thider. “We took a page directly
from the Bureau of Reclamation, and
their clearing of deserts and swamps.
We never speak of 'slum clearance’ but

Janwary, 1940

of reclaiming areas. That system is now
used the country over and {m been up-
held in court decisions.”

But not 3 real wheel had turned unuil
the Roosevelts went into the Whice
House on March 4, 1933,  Sixteen days
later, Mrr, Roosevelt told an astounded
press conference she already had explored
the Washingron alleys, driving her own
blue roadster, 2t the invitation of, and in
company with Mre. Archibald Haopkins,
then past cighty years of age. Mrs.
Hopkins was a Washingron woman who
had personally known all the Presidents
since Lincoln, and ac last had found one
that was ready to act. Hefore she died,
the pen that signed the Alley Dwelling
Act of June, 1934, was presented to her,
and one of the new projects, Hopkins
Place, was named for her.

From the time of her first visit, Mrs.
Roosevelt made the Washington alleys
a personal crusade, visiting them often
and taking others to see them. She first
became interested in housing when she
did settlement work in the tenement
house district in Mew York City ar the
age of eighteen, She went into these
homes for the purpose of contacting the
children of the neighborhood. She saw
their sorry situation and then and chere
began her career of interest and help-
fulness, which has since found expression
in visits to housing projects in every part
of the country. She herself has no ides
of how many slums she has seen, how
many housing projeces she has visited.

Early in the present administration,
Mrs. Roosevelt took the wives of all the
cabinet members to see not only the
close-in alleys, but also the slums on the
outskires of the city, These outer slums
were shack communities, largely buile up
of scrap materials,

"Asx a direet resule of that wisie,"" said
Mr. Ihlder, “the district piped out water
supply to families that had formerly car-
ried warer a mile or farther. The author-
ities also prevented further building of
these shack houses by refusing permics
to build 'sheds® which really were used
for human habitation.”

Mrs. Roosevelt enlisted the interest of
the public as well as of officialdom
through scores of speeches in the Mational
Capital,

Said Mr. lhlder: "I definitely give
Mrs, Roosevelt credit for the great ac-
complishments of the past few years—
w her and to the President, who is just
as interested as she is"

In 1912, Washingron had 27§ blocks
with inhabiced alleys, 3,337 alleys houses,
in which there were 16,000 inhabitants.

In 1930, there sull were 290 blocks
with inhabited alleys, containing 2,400
alley dwellings, with 11,000 papulation.

There are now bur 158 inhabited

alleys, containing 1,709 dwellings, with
§,540 inhabicants,

Wirtually all ‘the alley dwellers are
Megrogs.

Thinking in terms of all the houwses
and people in the Districe of Columbia,
our purpose i to get rid of the worst
dwellings and to build, in the District,
on proper sites, houses equal in number
to the families displaced by clearance,”
saud Mr, Ihlder.

He explained thae the Authority is
now operating under two different plans,
their own reclaimation plan as passed in
1934 and also under the United Stares
Huousing Authority plan.  Under the firse
plan, the Alley Authority operates on a
self-liquidating basis, Their cipital is
2 loan from the U, 5. Treasury on which
they pay 3 per cent interest. All oper-
ating costs, taxes, interest and repay-
ments on principal are paid through pro-
cecds from its better wse.  These are
largely rentals of new or reconditioned
dwellings, but also included rentals of
parking spaces, garages, or whatever use
i best fitted for the locality from which
the slums have been cleared. Fourteen
squares have been thus reclaimed and
are paying their own way.

The larger projects fall under the
USHA plan.  Today seven projects are
under way, seven slum-clearance and re-
building projects and two howsing pro-
jects on vacant land,  Five of these
projects are for Megroes and two for
whites. For two reasons the Authoricy
must build on vacant land a2 well as
clear slums—the alleys were overpopu-
lated, and the Authority must provide
for the families cleared out in order to
build new federal buildings. Beoween
six and eight hundred poor Negro fam-
ilies were displaced from the sites for the
new Social Security Building, the Rail-
road Hetirements Board Building and the
Census Burcau Building.

"How long would it take vou ro finish
your job?™ Mr. Thlder was asked,

"With a constant supply of adequate
capital, we could clean up all the Wash-
ington slums in cweney-five vears,” was
his answer, "It would mean building
new bomes for cwenty thousand familses,”

H5OUTH OF THE BORDER
iContinued from, page i
represented, a5 citizens, but alio the
causes and conditions which they repre-

sented as experts,

“The delegates came fromi lands of
national boundaries.  But they m-fgd
across these barriers and worked rogether
a5 experts in their own feldi—#elds
which had no boundaries.” Thus Mary
Winslow ook President Roowevelts na-
tional doctrine of social justice down
“South of the Border."

Page Thirty-three



January 29, 1940

Dear Bass:

Lorena Hickok 18 goilng to be here 59?
a few days in Februwry and she wants very much
to talk toyou. Could you lunch here .t one
o'clock on Monday, February 57

Sincerely your:,

Mrs. Eohert Armstreng, Jr.
513 Goddard Road

Betheada

Uaryland







February 9, 190

Dear Bess:

I wamly congratulats you on the Stmatford
booklet. It 1o swell and I em leaving it by the President's
bed for him to look at., I will mention it in my column in
a day or so. I have so much to put in that I haven't been
sble to do much with 1t lately.

1 told Jim thut you wore owed $600 apd that
I felt whutever else was done you should be pold. He and
Mr, Quayls agreud that you would be puld immediately. Lat |
me kmow if you don't get it.

Bow as to this birth control thing - I do .
pot want to go on with it. They heve put oo a swell cam-
paign of having people write ma to say how grand 1% is that
I omme out, but I do mot want to go on bringing that to the
fore. I answered a qusstion but I am not going to make
trouble. I will bs glad to see Barry Binghsm ot aoy time
and T am perfectly willing to talk to Dr. Farran. He 1o
not a narrow-minded Catholic and T think thers are many
things that they could do but they have to jst the legal
angle ironed out firat.

I am terribly sorry esbout Martha. I imagine
the best any of us can do 18 to be s littls nicer to her
and try to bring her out of her lons wolf attitude, and
maks her fesl thet ms far es any of us ore conoerned, wa
have olways trusted her and will comtinue to trust her.

Affectiomtely,

Mrs. Robert Armestrong
513 Goddard Road
Bethesda, Md.
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‘PLANNING OF CHILDREN'

0. K. WITH FIRST LADY
Mrs. Frankln D, Boosevelt gaid to- |
dey that she does not oppose “the |
planning of children” but that she
does nol wish Lo Impose her views on
anyone else

It was her first utterance on the
birth control question ince her his-
band has been Presldenl Many years
ahe contr
b EASTOMN. PA., EXpR L1
r

F

VEDNEEDAY, JANUARY 17,

Mrs. Roosevelt 01 Birth Co

It Is quite llkely that Mrs,
Roosevelt let herself in for a lot

fMrs. R

Fros thi Wiveld Priduas Burcon
WABHINGTON,
Franklin D. Ronsevell sxpresssd np-
proval today of the “planning of
chilldren,” otherwise known ay birth
grontral. Tt was the frsl time since
jrer husband became Fresident that
fulra. Roosevelt had permittens ARy
g dlpcussian of this topic st her weekly
press conference, and foday it was
incidental 1o guestions about her re.
cent visil to some DMsirict of Co-
lumbla publie health oMces
"Hio, T am not opposed Lo ne plan-
ning of children,”™ Mra. Rooaevell
rald. “Boms people appose 1t on pe-
liglous grounds, bul there is nothing
In my religion ta make mo oppose b

Jan, 18 =Alrs |

ihem either.*

terest Lo mny one.”

dohn N, Garner,

oosevelt Is ‘Not Opposed’
To Practice of Birth Control

La samie people. bul an the alher bhand
[ should nel urge my attitiscs upan

Mrs. Roosevelt revealed Lhat she
had once been a subscriber ta an;
srganization which conducted hiril-
conkrol clinles in New York
e could not recall its nnnwe This|
was the first Lime, she admitted {hat
she had commented on Lhe subject
wnice her views had been “of any In-| -

Queried on & repory lallowing the
‘asl While House reception “hat she
bad been Kissed by Vice-Pyasideni

lnughed and eald no. (he
ok trug—she wished

cussion when she told a press con
in Washloglon yesterday—

“Ho, I am not opposed to the pla

In gereral | should not be upposed| Vice-President had ki
I & thing w

[ el

-
WABHINGTOMN, D. C, News

First Lady Favu;s.
] ‘PlanningChildren’j
J
i

But Wouldn't Impose

Views on Others

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt said
bV today that she does not oppose
I “the planning of children,” but
4 that she does no wish Lo Lmpase

TTLEm (TEX ] coUmRTIMER
iyl JANUARY 18, Tew
- -

F

“Planned” Families

City, h|.||.!

Mrs,

children, Soine people oppose it on
Erounds, but there s pothing in my religion
to make me oppose it In general 1 shoald
hol he opposed fe a thing which might be
al saly to soune pecple, but on the other hand
# 1 ihould med urge my situde upon them
eliher,”

Furthermore she revealed that she had
onece been a subscriber Lo an organizasion
which conducted birth control elinles In
New York City.

The Imporlance of this actitude on Lhe !

part of the wife of the President of the
United Btates cannot be underestimated,
because as she hersell suggests the lssus
Is one Lthat not only Involves socinl and
economle problems, but the matter of
& religious wlewpaint,

It Is Interesting to note that instead of
the phrase “blrth control,” the First Lady
speaks of it as “the planning of children,”
which undoubledly has become a serjous
problem for familics in the middie brack-
1 ets of Ananclal standing as well ns those
-Lm the very lowest,

i We belleve that Mrs. Hocsevell's con-
4 tribution to the discussion of what has
5 been one of the most controversial issues

In the Country, will go & long way in

bringing the question out of the class

of things which some eltlzens look on as
| taboo and ultimately may influence mem-
bers of Stale and national leglalatures
to pass leglalation which will permit &

Proper approach to an advancement of
knowledge af Lhe subject to clilzens wha
are most In need of L6,
A
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"ASHRFTR A
Birth Control
Endorsed by
First Lady

Mrz. Roosevelt's viall last week to the
District Health Department led to an
endarsement of birth contral at her
presa conference yeslerday,

It wes said Lo be the first siatement
she has made on thia subject eince her
husband became President, tho years
ago ahe contributed to & Mew York
City organization which distributed
birth control liformation in the poorer
section.

Prominent lotal women who operals
& Birth control clinle In  southwest
Waahington were upse! because Mra,
Roosevelt hid been fold by Asslsiant
Health Officer Seciinger thal it would
be lllegal for the Health Department to
operale such clinlcs here, They imme-
dintely got out a slatement ealling
L attentlon to their own record of
| achlevement and announcing & drive
| for $6000 to continue the work Lhls
FEAr. "

Mra FRocsevell sald she doesn't op-
pose Lha “planning of families, but T
um ok Imposing my ideas on any one

added that she dosan'y lh‘lnt it
ahrubd, require women Lo resign
ir joba Because Laey're going to have

of

7

¥

1
{
}
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Al was to he expected, liberal Mrs.
Franklin D. Rocsevelt has said that she
personally is in favor of “planned” fam-
iliea—in other words, birth control. Tohe
First Lady ia usually frank about hery
opinions, and her frankness in this co. .
nection s lo be commended, She didn't
beat about the bush and express oppos|.
tion to sumething which she knows is
practiced by mest of the very people who .
arn loudest in theip condemnation of bigth *
contral,

Mra. Roosevelt said, “I'm not opposed
to something which might be of value 1o J
someana Fut I'm not imposing my jgess |
on anyone whose religion is different from F
mine,” She also said

{

the had subscribed [I
to & birth contral clinie for several years |

during her New York residence, ]
The fight for legal hirth control jx
achieving real progress and eventually all |
| families will be “planned” families, with i
information on birth contral being made 4
3 available to all married persons as & pub-
lie service instead of bieing surreptitiously §
circulated as it now js. In the meantime, *
4 we will continue te hear preschments |

!

ina:limt Lirth coniral by those who prac.
‘ tice it and know
do likewise,

that most ather people

=




The
Gallup Poll

Birth-Control Informa-
tion Thrnugh Public
Health Clinics Favored
In Survey

Yoters Faver (overnment Clinlcs,
Gallup Survey Finds

Approval of tha disiribution of
birth-contral information to mar-
ried persons by government health
elinics was reglelered by 77 per
cent of those who woted In a poll
mads by the American Instituts of
Publlz Opinfon, |t was announced
yestordny by Dr. George Gallup,
the direclor. South Carcline re-
cently adaplted sush n program.
The Institule goss on.

""The vole of thoss with epinlons
Was®
DIBADDTOWE \2uvunscsnsisansns

UApproximately one voter in svery
tem {11 per cenl) expressed no §
apinlon,

“Tha inatitute has oo this lssue,
na on many other guestlons of so-
¢ial Importance, attempted to meas-
ure trends of sentiment in recent
yeara. Taking no sides on any ls-
sun, Ita funolion i solely to report
the facls mbout public oplmion,

“In the courss of messuring
trends on the birth-control problem
It has made three previcus surveys.

“A comparison with loday's re-
milts ahows a slight Incrense—be-
twern flve and seven poinla—in
senliment favorable toe the birth-
conirol movement. Tegnrdless of
the manner in which the lssus was
stated, all the institute's studies
have found sentiment running be-
tween T0 and &) per cent favorable
to the birth-control program.”







February 18, 1840

Dear Beas:

I love the handkerchief and
sm perticularly touched that you wanted
to send me & valentine. I should scold
you for spendinpg monay on mal

Mapy, meny tharks and I'1l
look forward to sesing you shen I get
baok.

Affectionstely,

Mrs, Hobert Amstrong
513 CGoddard Road
Bathesda, M4,
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May 27, 1O (
! r

Bel Cross needs that particula
_ put I will scon fiol ocut about

I shull try to get cut to the
school somatime in early June but I can't
ba surs nOwW.

Affectionately,

lrs. “obert Amsetrong
518 Godderd Road
Bothesda, Md.
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dogust 6, 1940

Dear Bess:
I was delighted to get

your
newsy lstter and Tommy was very much in-
terested too.

I wish you were up at Campobello
snjoying the cool weather, but I hope you
and the children will have a good summer.
If you need a rest at any time, come up here
with Beb for the week end.

Affectionately,

Urs. Hobert Armstrong
513 Goddard Road
Bethesda, Md.
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Augast 10, 1940

Daar Bess:

The "Swirl Mixers" have arrived
and both Mrs. Hoosevelt and 1 are dellghted

to have them. They lock like handy gadgets
and we shall surely try them out at the first

opportunity.

m;th‘nka-auilrnp-puun
having a grand summeT.

Affectionately,

Mrs, Robert Armstrong
513 Goddard Read
Bethesda, Md.

oo



August 30, 1940 (/()

Dear Beas:

Hick no longer doss the brief
report on the day's nems, but encther
person 1s now doing it,

I have made the mygpeation that
it should be mimeographed and go to all
offices,

Hrﬂchiﬂm t-.\]\?j

lrs, Robert Armstrong
613 Toddard foad
Battery bark, Hethesda, Md. o
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- Dear "LE.R.",

| |
We now have three defense Iliers almost ready
to shoot. It 1s pretty imperative that the iTesident
gee them, and give them a bit of really concentrated
attention - over the Labor Day weekcnd.

I will send them airmail, special delivery,
and I would like to beseech your cooperation to this
extent - will you make a point or asking him whether
or not he got them? I will telegraph you at the same
time I mail them to him.

Ruby told me that we all would be welcome at the
Labor Day pienie as usual - and I certainly hate to
miss it. But my little Ruth lleanor has been having
herself a slight spell ol asthma in this rainy weather
which has put me behind in my work and ahead in my
worry. 1 now have it under control, but I am not
going to leave it and let it get out ol control,

Bob and T still have every intention of wmaking
it at another weekend - perhaps the very next one.

Sincerely yours, EJ{”\\

Fiibﬂeuﬁﬂ
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WHAT THE NEW DEAL HAS DONE FOR WOMEN
By Bess Furman

On the night of November #, 1932, T watched the state-by-state play of
the Roopevelt lsndslide as recorded on the master blackboard of the Associated
Press. I gaw an amasing news-summary of this birth-moment of the New Deal beling
ewiftly written by Byron Price, then chlef of the Washington Bureau. I recall
its opening thought: In any other country, this would have been revolution. In-
spired by this instantanecus evaluation of history-in-the-making, which etlill
remaing my all-time choice of ameme in writing evaftsmanship, I turned to my own
typewriter end tapped out my one 115113 clalm as a minor prophet. What I wrote
wast

"One senatorship held, one governorship gained, a few seats secure in
the House, were women's electlon winninge - slight enough to focus fealnine at-
tentlon and hope on the possibility of a woman in the ecebinet.

f0ne of the outstanding arguments that Demccratlc women campalgners
used against Hoover was that he had not rewarded his 1328 'women vote' with ap-
pointive poste ... With Roosevelt's electlon, an avalanche in which women ob-
viously played a considerabls part, the chance for a 'first woman' at the cablnet
table baunni peramount. Comment centered on Frances Perkine, the New York woman
who has ably served Roosevelt as Secrotary of Labor. Mentioned slso, but in
connectlon with other posts, have been Hep. Ruth Bryan Owen, of Florida, and
Nellie Tayloe Roes, former Wyoming governor.®

I remember how distant the goal of n women in the cabinet actually
seemed to me at that moment. But in a few months I was blithely writing, "Madame
Secretary," 'Ildlﬂ.ﬂ:l.niuhr,' end "Dirsctor of the Mint," for the three I had
mentioned electlon night. Scores of feminine appointments to important posts
followed. In years when fascism was rising in Europe, driving women out of leg-
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islative bodles, out of universitles, out of professional life, the government of
this country added a large and vital body of women administrotors. It is no novelty
now to see women judges, collectors of customs, postmasters, and members of
important boards. There has never been a hiatus in the New Deal according of a place
to women at the counell tables, even to that hitherto most masculine of all
counells - on preparedness against forelgn aggression. Recently appolinted to
the 7-member National Defense Council was Mise Harriet Elliott, of North Carolina,
a woman of wisdom and wide experience who represents coansumer interssts in the
economy which events in Europe have forced upon this country.

It is worth recording thsat all three of the ploneer women burasau chiefes
who held top poeitione for their sex during the lest Hepublican Administration
were kept at theilr posts. As an advantage to women, it is even better worth re-
cording that their posts became tremendously more important.

I e¢an reeanll when Mary Anderson, the one-time Swedish emigrant girl
who carved Tor herself high place as Chief of the Women's Bureau, Depertment of
Labor, spoke with longing of a floor for wages, a celling for hours; of collective
bargaining rights; of old age insurance snd unemployment ineurance. And I can
remegber the triumph in her volce when she told me the work of her bureau had been
tremendously increased by New Deal labor reforms.

Vivid in my memory is the brave fight of the late Gruce Abbott, Chief
of the Children's Bureau, for re-enactment of the Maternity and Infancy Act which
ghe ably administered before its lepas in 1929. It was my pleasure to witneas
her at work helping to draft similer federal-state maternity ald provisions into
permenent law in theScclal Securlty Act, for administration by the valued assistant
who became her successor, Miss Katharine F. Lenroot. In—twentyyesreofreporbing
I have had no greater thrill than reading, from the original records sent in by
the states, the New Deal ptory of the saving of mothers' and bables' lives.

On a day a deoade ago, Dr. Loulss Stanley, Chief of the Bureau of Home
Economice of the Department of Agriculture, spoke to me of her ideal for her

bureau. ©She saw it as a research laboratory, vital alike to producer, manufacturesr,
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and housewives at sll economlc levels. With keen interest, therefore, I assisted
her seven years later in preparing for the press the first really busle study
ever undertaken on how much money small city, rural end village families in this
country have to spend, and how it is spent. It was a white-collar WPA project.
What Dr. Stanley found out was that nutrition levels were dangerously lew in
lowest—income classes. Armed with these facts, the adminlatration could drive
forward with confldence on ite plan to feed the perishable farm surpluses to
undarnourished people.

Occaslonally I have eleven o'clock coffee with Mrs. Ruth Shipley, Chief
of the Passport Division of the Department of State, and bask In the thought that
this still is a country whers women's careers can advance. Hers has been a
gmoothly rising curve, completely comparable to those of the brightest of the career
men sbout her. Upon her the Neutrality Act threw thegrave responsibility of
control of Americen travel in the combat zones, including a complete re-checklng
of the welldity of all Amerlcan passports. Her bureau thus becums a first line of
defense against the passport frauds of forelgn saboteurs.

Now and again Josephine Roche, former Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury, comes in from the Fest in the interest of better medical cure for the
needy people of this country. Watching her, I gee in effectlve action a rare
humaniterisnisa, which does not flineh from bringing together groups of sharply
conflieting interests in the hope of finding a way forward.

And from Ghio comes Juidge Florence E. Allen, firat women sppolnted Judge
of the U, 8. Cireuit. of Appeals, and I listen with respect to her words of practical
patriotism.

T have lived long enough to mow that back of all such surface phenomena
lies a fundamental philosophy, s working orgsnization, and some colorful per-
sonallties too. A few women osn forge shead because many women are backing them
up. The philosophy that women can shape the world in which they live has been
most powerfully promulgated by Mre. Franklin D. Roopevelt. My mind rune back over
years of her press conferences and group-ghtherings in the White House, and field
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YTips on & thousand-and-one governmental fronts. There have been spesclal con-
ferences for older women workers and for helping girle to get thelr fair share
of NYA projecte. There have been housing eonferences, and health conferencaes,
and child-care conferencea. ﬁha prineiple of ecual work for egual pay has bean
emphasized sgsin and again, and it is noteworthy that that principle has been the
woricing rule of the WPA. Interest has been kindled in the low-cost electricity
which would enable the rural womsn to toss away her washboard, symbol of generaticna
of grilling toil. It was the whole gamut of women's intereste, and the interests
of women ever uppermost. The working organizatlion was welded, on a broad basis
of genuine and general governmental educatlon, by Miss Mary W. Dewson. I watched
the keen, objective way in which she worked, and I have seen that work earrlad
forward in the same fact-finding mood by Mrs. Thomas F. McAllister.

And now I look upon a chaotic world situation with the thought that women
may well work to hold thegains they have made, as women and as citisens, in the

paet seven years.

T ———————



September 1L, 19L0

Dear Basai

I am enclosing & note of intro-
duction to Frank lalker and I am sure yau
will fipd him very sympathetic and that you
will 1ike him.

I tad & note from Murths and have
written her that I think I can give her &
date in late October.

Affectionately,

MR

Mrs, Robert Armstrong
513 Goddard Road
Bethe sda, Maryland
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September 1L, 1940
“ h*’ Ham York

Dear Mr. Walker:

I um giving this note of intro-
duction to Bess Purman, whonm 1 have knoma
for & lons time. 5ho will tell you whut
she has on her wind and 1 shall be deeply
grateful if you can see her and help her.

Very alncerely yours,




R el
-\

b |

This ia to Llank you, Ilulni,m{ly tmt very mch
indeod, for semiin- me that telosram on the delense [liers,
When I ralled firace Tully and asked her if" she ould all
them to Lhe Prosident's atlention, sni sho horn to tell me
how busy he was—which I know was the trith—I colintered
with, "Mrs, Roosev:lt thourht it was important erowh to
send me a telarram from Knoxrille", and so it went Lhioi-h
like grensed livhtnine. T hdrdn fo have Just a - limmering
of hopa that those flierh w1l me thu 14 hb o' digr in tive
to (o gome rooll

Daar "iait."s |

1

And now may I tate np a personal matter 4 ich concorns
me no eénd, md on vhich, han Lhn tive ponan, I'd like to have
ary halp that you cin! possi ly dve ma. Lvar sivee my  rother
has heen postmaster, he has heen workdng ovartime to prapare
hinself to take a rural carriors! ronte. It seems thet is
the preat amidtion of every small tom postwasber, -oconoe
the noal earriers cat ohe etbor pay ol Lhe hettor reciramunt
break, There is only one route operalin~ ont ol his olvice,
and e s coue on it so moegr tdmes dAth bhio prosant earrier
that e knows it kr haart. They are very rlosz Priands, and
thay lmvoe alasyrs planned bheb when Radph eetdced, Chnrlos,
ry hrother, wenld %e reayr to auply for his job,




513 GOOOARD ROAD
BETHESDA, MARYLAND

Aut now @ sal situstion conws wp. Rdph has ¢
had several severs hoart attacks lalely. 1 magr
live for years, and we surs all hopa that le duca
or we are all no md fond o him—~but Lhe Fant
|pomains thit a mudden vacansy mirht ogour at
moment, :nd 4f it Joes Chas wonld like to lmow
vhat move to nake.

1 wont stral ht to Jim Farley on flna,'s job,
seeing also Rep. Shallenqerier, of courso. Mt
I don't lmow Frank Walker. There is now a
Repulilican son-ressmun o there, and the
patrona-e lies with urke who tg oin- «mb, And
I have only tha sli~htest acquaintrnee with
Cochrana who is condny in,

This wowl® maan very mach o our family, as it
wuld ot Chas, ont of Joura in a loadBler wor. He
48 lame .noush that he doassn't «at onon h exornise.
Lucils put in a littls “athroom dom in thedr home
this suamer, and il we conld wana s Lo add a Pow
shekals to the incone they gonld live hethrer and do
a hebter work in the world, f

I sure appreciatas all you have ione for mo in the
past, and I hope it 4sn't asking Loo muich Lo hospeak
your possible speakin;: to Frank Wlker if it hould
suddenly hareme the thing to do in future.

Much lova,

TPrea







Dear Bess:

Mrs, Roosevelt would apnreclate your
unﬂngt.h-lm-u-tath-rnumn;qnuunnm
Uiss Mabel Fossler, 550 Borth Los Roblea Avenue,
Fasadens, California;

peradt private earporations, such
as ﬂﬂ-ﬂ.m lieserve Danxs, The Federnl
Savings and Loan Corporatlon, and The
Federal llousing hssoclation, ete., to
operate under name of "Pederal® when they
are mot really Federal institutions,»

Nffectlonately,

Mes: Robert Armet vu wcgi



Miss Mabel Foasler
E50 North Los Boblea Avennas
Pasadena, Califorals

Dear Miss Fossler:

Mrs. Bocsevelt has asked me to answer your guestions about
various agemcles operating under the title of *Federal."

The use of the word Fedaral in the name of an agency satab-
lishad by national law ia mot determined by the agenoy but is an-
thorized by Congress. For example, the Federal Reserve System
was sstablished at the direction of Congress under the terms of the
YPederal Resarve Act, December 23, 1913, It was organized to imple-
mant tha mometary powers of Congreas, and ita operations are coadus-
ted under the terms of the Federal Bessrve Act. The Fedaral Reservs
Banks are not privately-managed inmstitutions operated for profit,
but for the purposes indicated. Thelr activities are carried on
under the direction of the Board of Govermors of the Federal Resarve
System, a governmental body in Washingtom, D.C., composed of seven
meabers appointed by the President with the approval of the Sgnate.

You probably know that the Board of Govermors has published a
booklet antitled "The Federal Eeserve System -- its Purposes and
Funotlons." A copy of thias booklet La belng sent to you.

The Federal SBaviags and Loan lasurance Corporation is am
iastrusantality of the United States and was crsated by an Aot of
Congress im 1934. The purpose 1s to ilnsure the safety of each in-
sured acoount mwp Yo $5.000 1n the various Savings and Loan Asscol-
ations which legally fall within its Jurisdiction. I have asked this
agency to mall you a little pamphlet of gquestions and answers about

its program.

The Federsl Housing Administration i1s not & private corpora-
tion but & Goveramsat azsncy established under authority of the
Natiopal Houaing Act, the opening sentemge of which reads, "The
President is anthorized to oreate a Federal Housing Administratiom....”

I hops this explamation, together with the booklets, will
maks olear ths reasoms for using "Federal” im the titles of thess
and similar agenolass.

Sincersly yours,

Bess Furmas



DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE
WOMEN'S DIVISION
National Press Bullding

WABHINGTON, D. €,
MRS, THOMAB F. MCALLIBTER
DiRECTOM

MAB. MAY THOMPBOMN EVANE
ASBINTANT DIRECTOR

Vg October 28, 1340

Migs Malvina Thompson /| f /)
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt :

The White House

Washington, D, G,

Dear Tommy:

Thie copy of my reply to Migs Mabel Fossler will “ghow

how I anewared her, in cage the question ever comes up again,

Affantlﬂnatnly.

B_Lq_..-a
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