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I do wut suow woeu fiics is
¢ DuCckL, Decause it aepcuds on
éuul @r. Hopking hus work for her.

I bope I will sec you very
S0JU and e d you ded o chwuce to
s@e your brotuer.

Affectlouutely, 50

wilss dartha Gellhorn
FERA

1754 H.Y¥.Avenue
washiogton
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Degember E7, 19350,

Cear Martha:

Many thanks for your telsgram and
for your holiday greeting. Every good wish
for the New Year, and I hope you will aocon be
returning to Weshington.

Affeationately,
Miss Martha Gellhorn
Waterbury
Connectiout
; / C o f(l:
‘,"‘I'I_I.-'lf-/ it
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Holiday Greeling
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MRS FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT= 1 Y ¢
THE VHITE HOUSE \WASHDC=

| “1SH YOU THE HAPPIEST OF CHRISTMASES AND A GLAD HNE™ YE AR
ZITH ADMIRATION AND DEVOT
e .- MARTHA GELLHORN.



February 4, 1938

Dear Martha:

‘ I sm 80 sorry to hear
of your father's deuth. It must
have been u greul shock to both
you and your mother auc will you
plosse tell her of my very resl
avupethy.

Hick tells me thut Yyou
wented s note of introduction to
krs. Heed snd I em wondering when
you are going baok to New York.
Of course I will be glud to give
it to you if you will let me know
your plans.

With ny deep sympathy
to both of you, I mn

Lsffectionately,

Miss Martha Gellhorn
4%66 MoPherson Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri

—r Ap————
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4386 McPHERSON AVE, // 4
8T, Lous, Mo, I

'

ky dear Mrs. Roosevelt;

I asked Hbthar if I might not write you, knowing that she wanted to

thank you for your helpfulness and thank Mr. Roosevelt for his splendid
letter on Trained Government Personnel, but that she céihidn't herself
get around to writing immediately. My father died sudcenly last Saturday.
It hae been very hard, and Eotha; is dagﬁly invelved in personal
obligationse at this moment. Thﬁxletter, she feeles, was exactly what the
League Campaign Committee wanted and needed and it has been of the utmost
value to their program to have it. &he 15 tremendously grateful to Mr.
Roosevelt and she wanted to thank both of you at once. Of course the
Washington League widll have sent their thanks already, but ehe wished to
add hers, Will you please thank him?

I got a little note from you here., The incredible way you remember
thinge -- when you must have had a trainload of identical telegrams on
New Year's Day -- is one of the wonders of the country. I am staying
here now, though I don't know for how long. As long as Mother can use
me in any way. We don't any of us know how to behave or be yet, but
we will somehow, later,

Thank you and Mr. Roosevelt again, for Mother. The League is
certainly on the right track, as no people know better than you,

Affectionately,

January 30,
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 @he White House
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New York, April 22, 1936

Mrs, Malvina T. Scheider.

Bad flying weather prevented plane from making Washington
connection yesterday so came directly to New York. Have now
made publisher appointment here Thuraday and planhed to postpone
Washington trip. Please explain to Mrs. Roosevelt and thank her.
11 have another \Qirca. Gratefully,

Martha Gellhorn.

Very disappolnted. Hope I w
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E;z; Martha Bellnorn

¥cPherson Avenu April 21, 1936 |
St. Louls : E Lo

Missouri

¥111 you lunch White House one o'clock Thursday april 3
Malvina T, Schelder

Secretary to
Hrs, Roosevelt



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

April 20, 1936

Dear Martha:

I hava to go to New York the
night of April 23 but would like it so
mazh if you could lunch with me that noon
at one o'"clock,

Hick will be in Fittsburgh off
and on between April 20 and the 28th and
will be staying at the Hotel Pittsburgher.

Affect lonately,



April 20, 1936

Dear Martha;

I have o0 go to Hew York the
night of April 23 but would like 1t 8o
much if you <ould lunch with me that noon
at ome o'elock.

Hick will be in Pittsburgh off
and on between April 20 and the 29th nnd
will be staying at the Hotel Pittsburgher,

Affeot fonately,

Misa Martha Gellhorn
4368 McPherson Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri

Db



fear lirs. Roosevelt;

|
I am going to be in Veehington from April 22 to Arril 2€., If you are in

‘town and have a minute (or even half a minute) it would be grand for me.

lay I telephone the White House and ask whether you have time fon
a caller? T hope Hick len't gallivanting arouné the country right now;
would you use your influence to kdep her somewhere that I can find her,

and rlease give her my love,

Devotedly,
1t
April 14 4‘% 43€€ LicFherson Avenue
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May 1, 1936

Dear Miss Gellhorni

Mras, Hoosevelt asked me to
ask youlf you would like to have
supper with her on Sunday nlght
the 3d at her apartment in Newmgbrk,
which is 20 Eaat 1lth Btreet. 2]
apartment is in my name in order to
elude the general public, so you will
find my name in the bell, You can drop
Mrs. Roosevelt a note at that addresa
if you are free,.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mra, Roosevelt

Miss Martha Gellhorn
726 Park Avenue

Hew York

NueYe
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Tt was sc kind or you to ask me to come 1o lunch lact Tharsday and I shall
renounce travel by plane in future. I got ym !l're. Scheideris telegran
when T had arrived in New York: the plane simply neglected 1o etop at
Fittsburgh to make the Washingten connection hecause the ceilinz was
falline or éoing whatever ceilinge rerularly do. By the time the plane
finally managed to descend at Mewark, I was feeling too uncertain interrally
toe go on to Washington, and so I misced seeing you which is my very great
loss, And now somecne has told me of 2 roseible job so I am running
agbput like a frightened rabbit trying to get it, and am afraid to leave
Hew York until I know whether I have any chance or not.

A great friend of mine, the American correspondent of Paris Soir, is
coming to Washington for Mr. loosevelt's foreign prees conference, HNa
This man, Raoul de Koussy, is responsible for some of the finest artdcles
on the liew Deal which have appeared in France, Farls Coir is a paper
which seems interested in having thoughtful aecurate inLa:quutations of

and Raoul
America/has done as wise writing about the govermment as I&ve seen
anywhere, I'm writing Mrs, Schelcder about him because it would be grand If
he could come to your press conferences or gcmehow see xmx you. I don't
mean to be always asking favord and teing a naisance: but it seems to me
that anyone who meets you or ir. sposevelt sets a much clearer understanding
of what is going on in America and wly, and I think there ic so much
unintelligent noneense printed here aund abroad, that anyone mAgag capalle
of writing sense and appreciating the magnificent Job yeu and IT,
Roosevelt are doing, should be helped.

Aren't the WFA piays in Vew York remarkable., I think it's too exciting

-
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to have the government be the leading producer in the country. There will

no doubt Ve vast complaints about rovernment cong etition in art, next,
I watched the audience at "lumder in the Cathedral’, and wae astonished.
It is 'surely the most Hemanding play to follow, aid the pegple sat in
rapt attention throughout. One of the theatre critics Lold me he thought i
it tne finest play in towm, and the attendance proves that the public
1s as interested in poetry as in detective thrillers. I think this is
something pretty grand to have proved.

Thank you again for having invited me to come and aeez,‘uu. I Eeem
rretty slorpy in the way I manage my plans, I do hope I haven't missed
my crance permanently. .

Devotedly,

M«Cfm-.

April 26 726 Park Avenue

HNew Yorik City



HoTEL WASHINGTON

WASIHINGTON, L.

B BONREVILLE
b P ped et B B

Dear Mrs. Scheider;
I am growing to be such a burden to you, that probably one more letter
will be ome too many. I have a problem on my mind: though it is scarcely
my problem and comes to me remotely. A friend of mine is correspondent cf
Paris Soir in America, His newspapers owner, konsieur Prouvost, is
in America for twelve days, This paper is the biggest paper in France
finia - Soin
and has always been extremely pro-New Deal. I thinkh'l does a very
valuable service in FrancesAmerican relations; it gets accurate,
sympathetic r;n_rf_'luatiuns of the American scene to a tremendous public
wno usually, get!whatever informbkion is convenient at the time., M.
Prouvost of course wishes to see Mr, Hoosevelt. The French Embassy ia
the evident way to do itj but the Ambassador is absent and between
ourselves I don't think the underlinge are very energetic. The
Paris-Soir correspondent, Raoul de Houssy de Sales, told me about this,
He is terribly distressed becasuse he feels very responsible for his
boes ard he feels very keenly the advantage it would be to have ki,
Prouvest meet Mr. Roosevelt and so strengthen his own convictions about
the New Deal. (mr_ interest is that having lived years in Paris, I know
how rare it is to get accurate or friendly newe on Americaj and I think
the paper which does that cught to go on and be a 1ittle encouraged.)



Is there anything to do? Or does it come under the heading of fc-i'eign
callers and is there great fn%lit,y attached to the viesits of
foreign publishers, I am ignorant and no deubt a nuisance, but I
thought it coulan't do any harm at least to tell you about this because
if you feel it's as important as I think, you of couree could see that
it works out allright.
Will you forgive me for bothering you again; after so many

letters.

I dog hope lrs, loosevelt will have an instant in New York; I
feel horribly about having missed her the last time., If she doesn't
will you please tell her for me how immensely devoted and admiring I am,
and how disappointed that I have had no chance in the last months to see

ook Gt

her.

Gratefully,

Wednesday

1
e



May 6, 1936

Dear Martha:

1 am so0 sorry that I missed seelng
you and also that I will not bte able to do
s0 paxt wesk, However, I am sure it will be
poesible some time later on.

Will you let me know whether or
pot you ars workng?

Affectionately,

Misa Martha Gellhorn
726 Park Avenue
N.Y.C.

DD
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JUST RECEIVED MRS SCHEIDERS LETTER THIS MINUTE MIDNIGHT UPON HETURN]MG \
FROM WEEKEND IN THE COUNTRY AM TOO DISTRESSED AT THIS SECOND MISSED '

OPPORTUNITY WILL YOU BE IN TOWN LONGER OR 1S THERE ANY OTHER TIHE\Q.\‘

COULD SEE YOU SO GRATEFUL AND SO DISAPPOINTED DEVOTEDLY \
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July 7, 1036 /

Dear Martbs:

Thank you 80 much fur the book,
I more than enjoyed readiug it und thiok
you wore sweet to scnd it to 8. I shall
look forward to the next one.

Affect lonately,

Misa Martha Gellhorn

e/o Putnam & Co., Ltd.

42 Great Rumsell Street

London, England »



ioveaber 7, 176

Deur lartiag

Thong you ever and ever su much
Tor your letter. It i3 u great help
und you nave glven we some of the
best suggastious I have hud,

Hoy, I do not thilok much of
ayself us o weiter, but I alwuys Lope
to be better and um more thun glad to
buke every erlfort,

It wus griad to see you. o uot
cet discouraged, becavza you ha ¢ the
abllity to write so thut one sees wh. t
you are writing about, ulmost better
than aunyone I Loow,

Affectlion.tely,

;}_H
P
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Hoveaber 30, 1936

Dear Mart

That was fuucy obsut the lyuching,
but you had just snough sctual foot tO
bsse it on for your ratier remurdable
ifmgdpotion to do the trick und muke it
a3 realistic as ossible. I do o ¢ thick
¥alter Mite will carc a3 long sa you do
uwot it around that you had not
actu 5eEn one.

The lecturse trlp socems to huve
gone pratty well,

' as & matter of fact, I Jo not
think Afek i3 st =11 frantic sbout the
books Ehe grouses a great deal, but I
think sh- uau{ll.l much interosted, and

I ea sure she wi a good job, Gecrge
Bye told her she hi @ ope-third .lready.

0f course, ' <o not do .uything
I don?t w#ant to do, aad I Jo waat to help
{14 hdok got all the oircul tion it
possibly can.

Ugod luck to you oun yuur Lozt one,

Miss Martha Gellhorn
§266 McPherson Avenue
5t. Louls i

Ga- G/
Bx. 130
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4386 McPHERSON AVE. - ! o
ST1. Louvis, Mo, L

Dear Mrs. Rooseveltj

Thank you so much for your note. You are grand to be willing to
intreduce me to Mrs. Reid. I wrote Hick, very shyly, asking if I dared
suggest such a thing to you, when I was in NY before my father died,

IE seems as if that were another life altogether., I have no idea what
my plans will be; each day just gets lived through and we don't worry
much about tomorrow. But thie is a kind of comma which must pass, I'll
have to be earning my ddwim living very scon againg and I suppose I'1ll
have to do it in NY as Saint Louis is a town which has not yet realised
that women can do more than sell dresses in emart shops.

Itm going to the hoepital in a few daye tc have an ear tinkered with
but as scon as I‘m neatly remade and hearing things clearly -- whether
they're worth it or not -- I shall be busy about Jobe., May I write you
then, and ask you -- if it's not too great an imposition -- to give me
letter to the ommipotent Mre. Reid, Ifd be vastly grateful. Though I{E
pretty ashamed of myself to suggest such a thing., I got fairly
anxious sbout even having a chance to get in to people's offlices in NY.
And one can't very well make a fine rompoues epeech about how competent
one is, if ne one will be on hand to listen.

My book on the unemployed i being brought out in England right off
(three months I guess), with an introduction by Wells. It ought to get
taken here sometime. 0ddly, people don't enjoy nearly as much hearing
about their own woes and therefore their own responsibilities as they &=
enjoy hearing about strangers' messes, Very normal. I'm aonstantly
grateful to the U.S, Government, collectively and individually, for



having had the opportunity to get the material for thie book. Il no one

else learns anything, I certai?ly consider that my post-graduate course
is now completed, and I can start all over with the Findergarten work.
| Thank you for many things. Ve admire you constantly in this house,

and we are continually touched by your kindness.

Sincerely,
u-anﬁ_a TM

February 7.



Mrs. Schelder

I got this out too late to go over
tntruu - 80 I signed 1t and got it
ou

¥
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25 Na v, 1936,

Dear Mrs. Roosewelt; 3 | I\_

Has Hick told you my latest bit of muddle-headednesa. It'lu vary funny; and I was
golng to appeal to you to extricate me, but that seems +too much of a good thing md
I am golng to be .a big brave glirl and tidy it all up by myself. It oconcerns that
lynching article which you said you liked (your last letter, and thank you for it.)
The Living Age pirated that -- simply annexed it without so much as a by-your-leave;
and then sold it to Walter White who sent it to you and presumably a lot of other
people. He likewise wrote me a long letter and psked me to appear bafore a Senate
Committee on the anti-lynoching bill, as a witness. Well. The polnt is, that article
was & story. I am getting a little mixed-up around now and apparently I am a very
realistio writer (or liar), bocause everyons assumed I'd been an eye-witness to a
lynching whereas I just made it up. I sent that story to my agent ln London who sent
it to Wilson Harris of the Spectator who published it. At which point Gellhorn, with
$50 reward, ceased to remamber the tale and went on to the next thing. It then
appeared in Germany; was stolen by a’ thing called the Magazine Digest and published
-- wory much shortensd and confuded -- somewhere in the U.8.; and likewlse was swiped
and reprinted by the Living Age. Around mow, I feel that I have attended twenty
lynchings and I wish I'd never seen fit to while awsy a morning doing a plece of
acourate guessing. The nearest I ever cams to & lynching was being pleked up late at
night, somewhere in North Carolina, by a drunk truck driver, on hls way home from a
"nacktie-party." He made me pretty sick and later I met a negro whose son had been
lynched and I got a 1ittle sicker. Out of that, years later, appearsd this pieca.
I have a feeling that I am on samething of a spot but I can't see why exactly.
Anyhow I shall write Walter White and tell him I'm only & hack writer, but not a
suitd le witness. Though God save and protect his cause, om mocount of it's a good one.
How was the leoture trip and how mre you?! Are you rested a little? I don't see
how you oould be, but you must have magnificent powers of recuperation as well as

endurance. I want to hear about it; perhaps Hiock will write me. |
And how is the book getting om. FPoor Hick is quite frantie over the book she's to



writet not realising that her material is so perfect and so complete that if she

can make herself sit still with it, it will get hold of her and r;n her and write
itself, as a tremendous travel story =- the best kind there is« I tried to tell her
so. Though I also told her that if she really didn't want to write it (and wasn't
Just being unduly humble about writing, |in itself), she oughtn't to o it. People
only do things well which they do with love; or dun't-ynu agree. Love or hate or

- something pretty 1;tansa. Not just doing.

I got & little off my chest about ﬁamnurauy, at the Book Fair. Together with
every other writer in tﬁa Greater New York area, I spoke at that shebang. I was
scared and it was a funny night; jammed, with a thousand folk waiting, & bad roam,

8 curious eager audience, and a pulpit affair that wobbled under one's handse...
Margeret Ayer Barnes made me mad by being complacents sloppy babble about aslking her
husband what a bank failure was like so she could write one ... awful, when women

go feminine publiecly, aspauinily about a good trade like writing, a trade that's as
sound and practical as plumbing. A wench named Sophie Kerr got to her feet and read
authentic letters from her readers; read them as jokes. BEach one made me feel more
miserables They were the naive embarrassing letters of very little people, who want
something far out of reach. It wasn't funny at all, I felt. A youngz actor mumbled
about blank w rses And I sat mnd trembled all ovwer with fear and nerves and wishing
I were somewhere else. But the chance was seized to talk about dictatorships and
democracies; and how we were responsible for democracy, if we wanted it we had to keep
making it, and in this job writers had a part end readers an even bigger part,as they
are tho‘mauu and therefore they are action.... It seemed to make some sense to some
pnapla{thﬁugh it certainly didn't to me at the time; I only heard my voice from a
distance wrkmhxwxx above the chattering of my teeth.) Meantime, I have not even started
the article  you gave me; New York was too hectic. I couldn't think straight at all,

and didn't want to blubber in print. Saint Louis is very quiet and something in the

way of decent work may come out of this.



& terrible (and very great, very wonderful) thing for one man to feel so many

millions of people waiting for him to show them a way to safety and sanity. I can

understand all the little pecple I ve kmown who have told me that they prayed for him.
Charles has told me that again he has msked favors of you and again you've

granted thems I wouldn't kmow how to thank you at all. You must just reallise by

now that there are no adjectives left. I only hope you'll never do anything you

don't want to do, out of the great kindness you have for everyone and me Ilncluded.

It always mekes me nervous, this business of asking you to do things; because you're

too goods And you do imow, don't you, that though I'm more grateful than I can

sver tell you for all you've done on my book, that doesn't really count. What

gourts is that you're the kind of person you ars, and that I love you for it.

Jposh”

How and alwayss

we”

Monday, November 23 4368 MgPherson Avenue
8t. Louis, MO.
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June 3, 1936
Miss Martha Gellhorn
Hotel Bedford
118 East 40th Btreet
ﬂn York
iI-

Mrs, Roosevelt wlll see you June 4 at five o.m. at
20 Fast llth Ctreet

Malvina T. Schelder
Secratary to Mrs, Roosevelt




' 3 P
i F ol ghigey ) F = ffd &
Al /‘z’,_-. / el

™ -+ g ¢ foe I-E e 4 ges .
Jf‘; A ] /'-{.. [ ¥ IR g : 3 .r". = ;
i

Horer WasiinNoToN
£ AV et L s WaAsIINGTO L

Mo






Ga- G
Ba 1Al

June 26, 1936 |

Daar Marthat

How very sweet of you to write mel
I was very much pledsed by your letter und
your interdst in contluulng to do something
ulong the lines which we discussed. ‘'hen
you get back we can t.lk wgaln over what
can be doue.

I um very much wore interested in
poasible fur uway developments snd steady
inerease of women'!s influence, which, I feel,
tends to ameliorate bad soclal conditious
than I &m in any immediate political dnvcie
opments.

1 loved your description of the
landing st Cherbourg. I think you will
probably have some interaestinug experieunces
during your trip which should meke y ur book
well worth while,

Hick is now in Michigan and, usccordlng
to the most recent advice, intends to remain
in the middle west until Septeuber, but,of
¢ourse, her plans uay change.

Evary good wish to you.
Afrfection.tely, 50

Miss Martha Gellhorn
Care Putnam and Co. g
42 Great Russell Street

London



December 28, 1936

Dear Martys:
Thanks very much for your
Christmes greeting. As you probablf
saw by the papers, I apent ay Christuus
with Franklin, Jr.
hat are you dolng in Florlda?
7ith every good wlsh for the New Year,

Affectlonately,

Miss Martha Gellhorn
Key West
Florida
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Dear Mra. Euua'l"lt; 1 H . ' :
The conversation h.ll. besn loterrupteds I walted to answer your lovely letter until I
had something to ﬂl."?' ‘but I still haven't anythinz to say. Except that you wers a lamh
to send me a Xmas t;lugm and a note and I hops the song Franklia is well, or at
least not amiserable'by now. sl

- Igm in Key TI-'J:'t; to date it's the best thing I&ve foind in imerica, It's hob
and falling to pina;i: and peopls seem h.u@ﬁy-f Nothing mlmh. goes on,. lﬂ.:'rlgu.‘r;dly B Bponge
or a turtle gets ﬂahnd, p'upln 1ive on relief cu:ilg steal cocoanuts off ths
mmicipal streets, l_nhln out and m‘:h&.n foul loocal ﬂah ealled the grmt, goaslp
maunder,” sunburn md'uit: for the lazy easy years ‘%o pags. Ma, I th:lnl: 9.11 that 1a
vory fine ilndeed’ aml if all the world were' sunmy I rhu'u:my there'd be meh less
trouble-as well as much less of that dsplorabls thing celled offlcially progresa.

I cams down 'wi;th.'!!u‘bhur and 41fred to escape a Saint Lonis Xmas and thsy went
back and I staysd an, prlr:lng to my own Gods (they both look 1iks typewritera) for
sarma wisdom not to I,“:‘r senss. I have throwm everything Ihve written cut again. It ia
gatting ms blus as daisies but there seems nothing else to dé. Hizhk Either thias book
muzt be just right u.nd. 43 alive as flve minutes ago, or it won't be a book and I'll
slt and nurse a lusi;_ year as begst I can. Anyhow, a week of steady mulling has
produced & new and pretty good detailed plan for the bock. Tha story itself is
lovely and terrible and I know it's right: but I lack the tschnical ability to inake
it come right. So I just fiddle along, writing and hoping and tearing thinga up and
zaking myself a nuisance to my peers and betters. Lifs will bs a fine thing whenm all
this la finished. | 3

I see Hemingmay, who knows #more abouws writing dimlozue (I thnin}( than anyons
aritinz in English at this time. He's an odd bird, wory lowvabls and full of firs and
o marvelous story tnlllur, (In a writer thia is imaginatica, in anyons olse it's lylngz.
That'a whers gonlus comes in.) So I sit about and have just rsad the mas of his new book
and basn very smart about it; it"gdﬂ easy to kmow about othsr books but such mizsry to
znow about one'; omn. So Hemingway tells me fine stories about tha Cuban revolutlon and

the hurricana and then I come homs and sombrely drearily try to rake a solid plan

s T r———— e w -



for a book which seems to be a think-book in which everyons sits domn all the time and
talks and broods and nothing happens. It 1s enough to drive the strongsst ome quiite
bats.

Going home at the end of the week, prepared to sit there end first freeze and thenxbrs:
broil until this thing gets done. How is your book; from what I read of your
mti:vitiuu in the Ti.mu (which arrives here so late ;that the news seems peaceful and
s i'argottan] I do not uu how you have time for it. But I'm sure you.do. On
_m:nunt ur you ean du Bore than the rest of us with twenty four hours.

i ll--lhi-

If 'I:hu m-dmn.'u. Ei:l:]:nr really sends two divisions to Spaln my bet is that the war

1; nuur thnn ﬂ:m- thl pjauimistn thnught-. I% is horrible to think of Germany
,ju:rt th.tn ai.dn uf f:md riots and that manias. -- no longsr apparently even caring aboub
history or hntq, atoppud by nothing, and protected by terror — being able to.
iud a perfactly Enm.l ;:r..ltiun.l into something which will finish them up nleely.
If there is a war, tha.;., all the things most of us do won't mntter any mors. I have a
. foeling that one has ;c woric all day and all night and 1ive too, arnd swim and get the
sun in one's hair and laugh and love as many people as ore can find around and do all
this terribly fnut:., because the time 1s patting shorter and shorter evary day.

I love you very much indeed, and I am always glad tu. imow you're allvo.

]

! Tours, }

January 5 E\"x%‘ﬂ

Epy Wast, Florida
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Do not be mo disocuraged. I 4o
think you ought to B0 right ahead and write
the book withous Fehashing all the time, You
do got yourself imto & state of jitters. It
is better to write it all down, and then go back,
Mr. Hemingwsy 1s right. I think you losa the
flow or thought by too mugh rewriting. It will :
not be & lifeless Btory if you fesl it, although
it may nesd pPolishing.

Hick 1s on o Tegular job now and I
think geta Protty tired. Aleo, she has had s
Buest steadily. sShe Proaises to go on with har
book beginning next week when her gusst leavea.
Letter writing, I imagine, is a lost art for the
momant with her,

My book is going alomg very slowly
Just now as lifs 1a entirely devoted to social

dutiss - thingawhich 1 like fust about as well
&8 you like St. Louis.

or course, you may come here at any
$ime you feel 1ike it.

Much lovae,

Miss Martha Gellhom
4386 McPherson Avenue 150
St. Louia, Mo, 7
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Nothing as pleasant as stopping off in Wpshington to ses you, is scheduled to happen

Dear Mras. Roosevelt;

right now, I have just returmed from Key West. BSaint Louls is torn between a nice
flat rain, sleet st%, coal blmok snow and its ugual carbon monoxide atmosphere.
It is therefors even prettier and more livable than usual., I came home beceuss that
was what I imended to do with my winter originally, and here I shall conbinue to sit.
Uutil spring. Asd then, en route for someplace else, may I come and uase ths lowvoly
invitatlion you sent me.

The book is so horribly bad that I have adopted a new system in despair. I now write
ten pages a day, whether I have amything to say, any ideas or enthusisam, or not.
I shall be finished in about & month and a half at this ratos Which means that I will
have turned out a perfectly lifeless story in which all the deteils are accurate and who
cares, My idea is then to do something ul:;a hard for a blt, leaving the book which
has become an obsesslon and therefors ne good for me or anyone elsc. Then I'1ll return to
it, or rather throw that version oway and try again. I have to p'rucaad at any cost.
"Rewriting the same chapter day after day finally makes you a little crazy.

I've had a word erful times with .Hamlngm;f at Key West. He doea know the eraft baau‘timllg
and has a swell feeling for words and ls very very careful about them, worklag slowly
and never uslng anything he doesn't think is accurate. Ha tells me whet 1ls wrong
with me now is that Ipve worried too much amnd gotten the whole thing dark in my mind,
and says the thing to do is simply write 1t and bs brave onough to cancel 1t out if
it'3 no good. We agreed that anyone writing ought to have time to fail and waste
effort and not howl about it; but we also agreed that as the European war came
nearer and nearsr there seemed terribly little time to do anything. I maunder on
terribly don't I. It seems sllly to be so frantic over one little idem, one little
book, one little life, when things are blowing up so badly everywhera., As a matter of
fact, I suffer hnrri‘hl:y from living here out of evorything. I want te be 1ln Spain
desperately, because that's the Hlslwm Balkans of 1912. And if you're part of a big
thing you feel safe; 1t'a only in.lt.'-.ng and looking on from the outside that makes one
nervous and lost. Spain or Flint Michigan., For the first time in a long while I hate




the way I live. But onme has to stleck by things until the end.

Thank you for your wire. You are pretty gﬂ.mld. to me. I don't deserve
anything right now except contempt. However. Wmt is happening to your book and
what is Lorena dui‘n;l. She has become slightly more silent than the tomb, she must
be working well. f

Lowa,

January 13 4366 MeFherson Avenue

St. Louls, MO.
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February 12, 1937

Dear Hurty:

‘I was glad to get your letter aud
to know tiuit the basck was done, Revision
will be easy ufter you huve tulxed to
soue of your friends in New York, I am
glud you are golng on in two or three
weeks and I know 1t will do you lota of
good.

fick 13 there now working hard, but
you and she will certsinly huve some good
tlmes together.

Unfortunately, you .re coming on
apparently Just when I start off on a
lecture trip in the southwast. However
I do not lewve until midnight the fourth
of Uurch. If you should come cast befare
that and care to apend a few days in
hishington, do droy in. I would love to
sae you,

L!.'l-‘lBh 1{’7‘-
Affectionstely,

S50



Dear Mrs. Roosevelt;
I feel like on!f!i' Conan Ddyld's best spirits. I follow your doing from a great distance
via the daily press, and have not written because -- li.e other spirits -- I have no
life worth mentioning. But it's nice to wrlte anyhow, Just to sey greetings and
renew sxpressions of devotion. A Mrs., Cpspar whitney who sesms to be & [riend of
Wother's and is the most ardent Raazxxx Roosevelt-ite, caus to tee yesterdasy. I falled
to flush with enthusissm untll she spoke of you and then we got topether and it was
allright. V

I8m coming east in three weeks and ome would think I wes terminating twenty years
in Siberia or just about to he led into the Promised Land. I'm thal ercited. God,
how I hate Saint Louis. My nother is still the most leaveuly 'ereature I lmow, and
being ‘comfortuble and having three rezular waals & day is not to be sniffed at.
But the town. The ugliness of it, the bleak, dark-gray, suicke goddsn uzliness.
And the feeling that you have heard everything everyone says before, how many times
before, and that it sas never wise nor witty and ususlly not even kinde The thouglt
of seelng my buddies in ng York and Ffinding out mbout the great world outside has e
panting with joy.

The book ~ill be dons, which is to say that I have written it almost and notldng uore.
Thers will be twelve chapters, about 300 papes of typeseript, a story which has a
beginning, a middle and an end. And that is all. It could not ba worse, it is far worse
then the first novel I wrote when I was sixteen. Far worse. I am pust carlag, belng
too tired. It will be done ond that has come to be the ma'n thing in 1ife. A sort of
effort of will, the way swedish gymnastics are the most boring effort of muscle.

I shall consult with a few hard-hitting [-iends and literary advisers, and il they
can ses & glinmer in the gloom, I'1l spend ancther year on it and zake it right maybe.
Or else burn it. I have no convictions about it anymore. lgantlse I have %o find
work and I want like mad to pet abroad once more. Worling so hard on a Enropean book
hag confused the few things I once knew.
I cen't write you & decent letter bacause I haven't daue agnytiing Cfor we.ks, perhnps

forever, except sit on the third floor and write. Tike a wmll: 1ilke an old man with



rahu rhoumatism, Ot injections of pltultary and thyroid (yorlt doesn't agree with me,

I was weant to be a satin lady, too bad).  Read the pu.ers with u dim sense of wonder,

-
not knowlng what it's all about, the thlags that are happonlng lu that distant

vorld mmkizm outside. And read books by the dozen and admlre the people who practise
my trade well. There are' plenty of them wnd they are weudera. It ial good to lmow
someone oan do it. This is not the matdrial for & 1;ttar, it is all a orashing
bore. - But there is & lovely letter froum you sitting in my desk drawer, which I have
read several times, and at least I wanted to thank you for it and tell you again

that I wm yours, as fondly as possible,

Fehruary 9 i
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March 1, 1937 - {

Dear Martha:

I do not blame you sbout she way yom
feal about your book and I only hops asome day
you will make a play of it yourself. I think
i% would be very good and I would make a play out
of sach story as I do mot think plays should be
orowded, If you #ry to put all of the characters
in the book into onme play, it would be cluttered
juet as was the Alaska fanily play “Two-llundred
Were Chosen”. Nick will tell you our impreasions
of thats

I am terribly sorry nos to ses you be-
fore you sail. I &m so glad you showed your book
%0 Paul and he was so enthusiastio., 4ll of you
real writora need appreaistion more than you do
eriticism for you are such hard eritics oo your-
selves whare your own work is camcerned. I am
not afraid you will do too little work om the
book, but $hat you will do too much.

When you got back early in May, I
my still be out in Seattle for I um hoping to
g0 out for Anon's birthday. (This is ccafidential
as I do not want to disappoint her if 1 can's E0)
Howaver, I expuct to bs back in New York about the
11th or 12th, and back in Washingtom about the ldth
or 156h., Hick oan always tall you where I am, and
I will tell her to let ma know when you sail.

- Oood luck to s and, for heaven's sake,
if you go to Spain, don't kKill yourself, eithar
physically or smotional ly.

Affect ionately,
Miss Martha Gellhorn
4366 McPherason Avenue
S5t. Louis, Missouri 5:ID
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Daur Hartys

¥s will not be bnek in Wushington until the
evening of Monday, June 28. Do you thinm: 1t would
be nossible for ¥r. Hemingway «nd Yr. Ivens to come
then? If this 15 nct noasible perhaps they coild
bring 4t here imnediately after July 5, unlsss they
will still be cut in Hollywood. After that I will
be gone to Ryde Park and T canoot say exactly when
the President »ill -e thera.

Of course T want wery much tc :ee you in Yew
York and T will keep your telephons nusber z=nd call

you up.

I am wery happy 1f I am any hel~. We would all
of us 1liks to help the people whom we know hrve the
gift and the sensitiveness to do really good work in
the world, and you hive hoth. T am so glad Colliert's
1li:ed the article. I was sure they would., Youars
right to be trying to maks people realiss that what
is happening in Spald might hapren anywhs-e. At the
moment T am really mors troublad by the Garmanm situntion
than T am by what is happening in Spaln, because 1t
miy he the opening gun of a gemaral involvemant.

The rir raild on Valancia is terrible, but it
iz rxactly what wor seema to do to people. . It makeay
them senseless and cruel and needlessly destructive.

T loved seeing you and was only sorry that the
President had to get much of whit jyou told me pecond
hand. Perhaps he will hive a chance to see you FaToras
you f1it hack to Spain.

Affectionntely, : 50
Miss Mertha Gellhorn

726 Park Avenue
Hew York



June 14, 1937

Decr Nartys

Tt wes grand to get your letter and of
course the aixth of July will be perfectly pos-
sible und we look forwerd to hoviag you and the
two gentlemsa for dinner :nd the night.

Now, as to what you have to say about tha
Spenish childrea, I think the group that has beea

to have thea come over here his not "sen
entirely wise nd they have nisrepresented the
uttitude of the Labor Departmsnt and of the State

Department.

Grace Abtott, when she heard of the movemsnt
befare, wrote Frances Perkins that she felt it was
fairer to the children toorovide momey to keep them
a8 near home as possible, In the first placa, 1t will
be easier for families to find thekr childrem, and,
in the second place, if childrem are orphaned it ia
better %o bring them u- in surroundings to which they
ars acoustosed. Fronce od even Fogland re nearer
than the Tmited States.

v

I thiek, without guestion, that the Umited
States should hear as wuch of the sxpense as we
possibly can, but it 1s against all modern ideas of
what is good for children to uproot thea and bring
them to this country, where they nre definitely cut
off from all that they kmow and that would make thea
feel sacure because of fumilisrity.

The o {8 also quite sn elemsnt in ome growp
that has been agitating to bring them over which
desires to have them brought up as Protestsnts; so,
quite naturally, it has stirred the Catholie growp
i{nto opposition. -



EL- 2

The Btate Departmeat has obtuimed from
Preoce o prouise that any childrem 'eing takem g
safety sones may go unharmed,with tlose whol are -
looking after them, through the lines; btut, bscause
we had no orgunised group to work through, 1t haa besn
difficult to hive anything done. We are hopisg within
the next few days thit a national organiszution headed
by Allan Wardwell will pather together all these
different groups and coordinate thelr efforts.
Norman Devis telephoned me he would aee ¥r, Wardwell
in = day or so,

Faotionally it is very camy to say th:t we
should receive the children in thie country,but it
requires u little more than emotlon sometimes to do
the wiss thing.

T will be 1o 'ew Yor: ogalm around the
24th for a few days und will try to see you.

Affectionately,

Miza Martha Gellhorn
726 Park Avenue
Nic



Dearest Mrs. Hoosevelt;
I8d have snswered your fine letter sconet but we'we beeon walting to see how the film
shapes up. We are now sure that it will be ready to show on July sixthi would it be
good for you snd Mr. Roosevelt if they brought it down and showed it %o you that
evening? ihey have to fly to Hollywood the ninth, and be here during the dey of
tha sevonth. The sixth is fine for them if it'g allright with you. I am so excited
about that pioture. T nights ago we worked with three sound engineers in the
lab at the Columbba Broadoasting, and we made the sound of incoulng shells with a
football bladder and an air hose and fingsrnails snapping against a soreen, all
tremendously magnifiecd end it sounds so like a shell that ws were scared out of
our wits. That was lowoly too, worklng there most of the night on sounds, with thase
mon, everybody dolng it for nothing, only because they lovo thg work and.cars about
the film and what it says, and everybody tired but not minding. This goes on cvery
day and psople spring from.the ground who are sager to glwe their time and their
t:lunt. to A guod causge.- It makes ma so proud of people that I now feel I am sameshow
.the mother of a million, and all of them dolng welle.
Meanwhile, I am a little dead with exhaustion becausa of the Bilbmo refugees.
Do you kmow about thisl It goams that 500 kids (those tragic mrkmmmx 11t!‘.1¢ dark
ones I know so well) are wniting in Spint Jean de Luz to come to Amegiom, Thers is
passage money foar 100 aoff them, and countless offers of adoption. 4s you kmow, they
are weloomed to England and France, the govermments thore mctually do the reception
. work. Hare, it appears, k¥he Labor Dopartment has decreed a iﬁiml bond per ohild before
they can get in, and also demanded the approval of the Catholic Charitiss. I find it
incomprehensible, a Catholic lobby mo doubt, .but incomprshensible enyhow. Those
ohildren are all Catholiocs, Basque children, but it is embarrasclng to find that they
wera made homeless and mxpmik ,orphened by the people who wish to destroy the Godless
Reda. ' That must .be ths root of 1t somewhere, but it is pretty terrible. 1 happen to
. kmow (so 1t hurts more and makes me guiltier) what those & ildren come from, and it
seems to me amazing that only America should offer no sanctuary for thems I hate been at
this since dawn, trying to think of ways ta mike this clear to the Labor Dgpartmant. :

It seems to me that it is two thinge, an injustico and a sort of backing down on what



Amsrica likes to think it stands fors kindness to the weak. What de you think about
.iﬂ
I saw Anna Loulse Strong at the Writers' Congress (which was & wonderful shaow,

Carnegis hall jumsed -- 3500 and mors turnad away at the door =-- only .to hear writeru.
Emost was astoundingly good and so simple and honest, and Joris' slices from the Film
had a groat effect, and Browder was absolutely awful; Hye fell throughx at the last
minute which was & great shame, and Muriel Ur:par was draumatic and we folt {.ilantly}
kind of silly, but it was & great meeting anyhow. ) Anna Loulse wandered up and we met
later; she's a great admirfer of yours so I fargive her for being the mossiest white
womar, alive and so overworked that she doesn't make any sense after four o'eloak in the
afternoon. It seems I gave you en erronsous impression: she challsnged me on my facts.
Apparantly you t‘hﬂught I maid there were 22-14,000 RUSSIAN troops in Spain, but I sald
thers were 12-14,000 Internatkonal troops in all. There are no Hussian trogps thot
any of us =-- the .journalists -- ever smw or heard about. I doubt if thers are 500
Hussians in Spain, not as many Russians as Americans/ The Russians, like the Americans,
come on private initlative as voluntears, and it'gs & hard journey. The onea whom I
saw (I saw ten in all) are all technicians, englosers and aviators and mmitiona
experts and writeras. I didn't want you to thik I haed been giving you wrong dope,
- tldfd. sommeh.that I probably didn't make myself come out straight. But thet 1is
the figure, and has bsen cheoked by the English Commission from the House of Commons,
and by tha Londan Times and Now York Times men, and by Brallsford and others, and there
is no reason to believe it inaxact.

I'm going amay in about- ten days to Connectiout tg write. Here they are ed ing
me aliwe.: I suppose it is very flattering and all the rest but it is killing me and I
do not Jmow how to work  diffusely, I get addelbrainad and upsqt and I want to do one
tiing until it gets finished and them another thing, and I hate to spoak at meetings
mors than I oan says If I don't have to work here, could I ocoms with Hemingway and
Iyens on July sixth, if thnt'" a gaod dater I'd lowe to have another wisit and I‘d love
to sea the first finished showing of the film, We'we all cared so muoh ebout it, and
tried so hard to malm it right and beautiful that it is kind of terrifying to think how
it will seem to other people. Golly, I hope you'll like it.

I did have the lovelisst time with you and ha
Ven't worked since the W
¥ 1 wvant to,



What that day of work meanmt I can't tell you. I read of your doings every day and I
#hin. what you ought finally to write is how you do it: a treatise on how to live and
ln;umpli:h the work of twenty men per day. There'q be a big and cager public.

Oh, and I must tell you a heavenly story. I wont to & very expensive beauty -
establishment the other day in despair Leesuse all my skin was peeling ofl like old
wallpaper. 1 had stopped on the way and beuzht papers, and had the Daily Worker bo got
the largest Spain news. The -glrl same in and asked me if Ind finished with the papers,
bocause the lady in the next booth had mthling_ to read. Gaid lady had diamonds from
her wrist to her elbow. I sent her the Dglily Worker. She was pretty alarmed by Lt all.
The girl asked me what kind of paper that was and I seid it's a very lnteresting paper,
which prints some sorts of news you don't get elasewhere and snmtimﬂ*&t is wery well
written. I went back today for my nails and she salds "I got that paper every morning
now, Miss Gellhorn. It'g fun to read isn't 1t. 8o I took mboy friend down to l4th
Street the othesr night to hear a mesting from a socap box; there's a lot of things to do
in New York I nmever knew about.” Wyich is kmown as boring from within, with & vengeence.

Yow I amble on. 1'nm so glad I live in this day and ags, aren't you, even if it
mxipuxs gots vou in the end, there ls never e dull moment. Will -:-,mru let me kmow 1if

July sixth is okay. And please kmow how very much and how very admiringly I lowve you.

Wednesday T26 Park Avenue
Naw York City
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Dear Nartys

Hulbuutrnuthrnmiuhm-!m
¥onday the 5th of July .nd showing the fila thore?
Tt would be much mare satisfactory than having
it down here, teccnse T cannot be here on the
night of the 6th or the night of the Bth, and
both the ®resident and T villbe -t Hyde Park
om the 5th. Howewer, 1f you cannot manage it,
coms down on the 8th. The President will see
the fils any way and T may be ahle to chenge
and go on & night train.

I did not mean that ome should not feel
esctionally about things th: t are happening in
S~aim. T should think, with your friends and
your knowledge of what is going om, you would
feal emotionall Y almply msant that in cur
feelings toward the children we must not let cmr
hﬂjndmthnrpdtu-nurmtim.ﬁ-
things which huppened in Englend a fer daya age
show that 1t 4a better, 1f we posalbly can, to
keep thess children in their homs environsent
or a8 near as 1t 1s posaihle.. E

I think Allan ¥ardewell will be succesalful
in reising the momey =nd eupplies for us to send
both to Spain and to the neighboring countries.

Tou will be interestsd to know that Mr,
Nelchor told me that you had made a perfectly
resarkable :ddress to the libraries and had
stirred him very deeply. He thinks your book
was a reaarkable »iece of writing, 5o, 1f you get
discouraged with your own individual achieveseats,




- that we naver kaow where we may
-vesd the sesds of our own enthusiass
omn inowledge. No individual ever
ly important, T dont suppoze, but I
aa glad that you will huve to go om begause of
the force of heredity, for T really fesl thot
you are doing & good job.

Affectionately,

Miss Martha Gellhorn
726 Park Avenus
NYC

S0



Dearsst Mrs. Roocsevelt;

On July seventh, Jorls Ivens has to show the film in New York to the educationsl
division of the Rockefeller foundation. (He worke with them onm warious things and
they are very intorcsted im his films and in the band angle of this Spanish one.)
Soms of their people are coming from out of town and it has been arranged for some
time, go he can't ehange it. If the sixth ias mo good, how about the eighth. I'm
awful sorry to bother you with this all the time. They are both wery happy to be
showing 1t to you and Mr. Roosevelt and I am happy to be ocoming baok to ses you.

I soocept your ccmment on belng mttnﬁl, and your explenationm of the Bilbao
children business holds. I still think it ie not unsound to teke ochildrem, briefly,
as far away from the source of terror as possible: and from the beginning it was
plannad that five Cathollio Basque priests were to travel wlth the children, sc that
religious objecc ion would not be walid. But getting mn@ them 1s mxmhx perhape the
most sffective thing to do. It is a little harder to &:Illut money than to
obtaln hospitality, however obviously it can and should be done. The next time I get
sore about something I'1l welt & week and see if I'm still sore. Emotional women are
bad news. BReform will now set im, And thank you for taking the time to tell me tha
1nfth|x' side. It is hard nowndays not to get emotionally terribly involved in this
whole business. Tha attaock on Bilbac 1s one of the nastiest things I ocan remsmber
having kmown about. And a great friend of mine was killed two days ago, & lovely
humorous man, and & writer whom I admire is dylng of a shell wound, and whemn I
think of those people in Bilbeo strafed by low-flylng areplanes with machine guns,
and think of thirty shells & mlnute landing in the streets of Madrlid, it makes me
slok with anger. Anger against two men whom I firmly believe to be dangerous
oriminals, Hitler snd Mussolini, and against the internmational diplomaoy which
whitewashes Almeria, and humbly begs for the continued "co-operation” of the
Fasolists, ?'hn at onoe destroy Spain and are appointed to keep that destruction from
spreading. This is emotional, probably. But I don't lmow how else ones can feel.

You will agree with me that the role of the Fasolsts in Bl_.gin is something one cammot
contemplate very ﬂlll:r. 7




It is grand that Allen Wardwell is golng to tflm on the co-ordination job which
is so badly neoded and I am especially glad that a man of that sort will be doing it.
I can't bear having the Spanish war turned into a Left and Right arpument, because
it is so much more than that, and increasingly it seems to me the future of Europe
is bound up in the outoome of that wars It also seems to me that the future of
Europe is our future, no matter how much we want to be apart, man is one animal snd
our oivilization is not divisable into water-tight compartments.

Right now, I fesl personally terrihly helpless about everything., I do mot

really know how one can serve. I kmow what I believe, and I would do anything
for a certain numbsr of ideals and hopes about the world, and how man can live in it,
but I fesl very useless and unable in any way to be of help to the people I kmow nsed
help. I talked on Thursday night to the oonventlon of priwate librarianas, psople who
run law libraries and libraries for corporations and foundations and such. And all
the time (mkikmx hating public lpilkina. and being frightensd) I kept wondering what
use it was at all, I don't think one really touches people, they have to feel it
themselves before they can understand. In the same way, you begln to doubt whether
books or articles, or anything one does in any way explains and by explaining
ohanges ths way people look at facts. And if it is useless to work so bard at the
different things which trouble me, then it is a poporish life. Because there im't
much time left for fum, for friends, for lelsure, for enjoylng 'lhlt ie lovely and
oan't be deformed. I've gons through this set of ldeas until they sloken me, and
come bmok to the comclusion that there is no mximm cholos; it is shlly to talk of
fres will., Wex are what we are, by heredity and upbringing and because of the way
life has hit us, and I suppose I will go on dolng humbly snd rether badly the kind
of thing I do, whether it is purposeful or mot, because I don't lnmow what else to do,
and becauss I ocan never forget about the other peopls, the people in Madrid or the
unemployed or the seven dead strikers in Chicago or the woman who sells penocils in
the subway. I wish I ocould forget, but I don't know the technique for that.

As usual & long simless letter, you must be pretty tired of getting these wolumes
from me. N,w, I'll stop for awhile mnd not tale up your time via the mails or sny

other way. Will you just msk Mrs. Scheider to let me lmow about the final date.

We'll coms down in the late aftermoon, just before dinner of what day you m[ i
that's convenient. I think the film lasts & 1ittls over an hour. I'm so exclted



you're going to see it. Andl do hope it's as good as I thizk it is. They've
woried so well and so hard that I don't think it ocan be enything but fine.
‘There's no need to tell you how very devoted I am to you, but I am.

‘-1“?-.

Saturday T26 Park Avenue

New York City
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Dearest Mrs. Roosevelt; /

Ypu did really like the £ilm didn't you? Joris and Ernest wewe very happy about it.
They were also impressed that you and le:- Boosevelt sald to make it stromger -- that'g
what it amounted to == ‘b:;r undurlinln;l the causes of the conflict. I think Mr, Hopkins
wee very moved by it. You were heavenly to us and I hope you like my two trench
buddies, both of whom I adore. And I am so glad you let us oome because I did want
you to see that film. I can't look at it oalmly, it makes it hard for me to breathe
afterwards. Those shelling scenses in M drid get me end the women cholcing and wi ping
their eyes and with that dreadful look of helplessness, in the bombing of the village of
Mprata, and the grave walting faocss of the men walking slowly into the attack at Jyrama:
it's all very olose. I think Joris did a magnificent job and it is a rocord of !
personal bravery that you'y get decorated for in any war but this one, which is a good
one where they do not give decorations, and men do whatever they do for nothing. And I
hope you liked the prose, the comment, despite that ewful voice whioh mangles it. It is
very beautifuls a good deal of it reads like postry. Ermest has borrowsd some money (he
is now quite broke with paying for film and buying ambulances) n.nd is going to pay to
have that volce part done over, with somsoms who knows how to talk and has anough
imagination to feel. I think the film will gain enormously. The+ are out in Hollywood
with 1t now end I am hoping it works well there. .

I am the sc-ibe for that group and so am delegated also to thank you for them,
warmly. They were glad to be there, and both so happy to know you and Mr, Roocassvelt,
and we have seen so many people who had neither understending nor sympathy for Spain that
it made them happy to ses you. If I hadn't felt so like a mother with het two infanot
Enitkxkex prodigies and bsen so nervous lest anything go wrong with the film, I'd have
folt brighter. It was very nervous though, because I so wanted it to be good for you and
so wanted you to like it.

Hpw 1t is Just awful hot and kind of confueing here and I suddenly reallse that I am
not going to finish my book, that I can't even do it properly beocauss it is really too

olose to me and I feel it all too hard and can't get away from it and look at it oclearly.
I think thet I must walt which distresses me and I have really wasted me two months



since I left Spain. But I can't seem to get qulet emough to work properly, so [ am
just golng to enjoy Mother when she comes east, and try very hard to get myself a radio
job in Madrid, working for one of the big companies here, and I am going to rework on
the movel I did last winter. Byt the Spain book will have to wait. I couldn't have
written about the unsmployed in a month, after I1'd only seen them for six weeks, so I
oomfort myself saying that later I'll do the book and not be too ashamed of it. Perhaps
this is just rationalization. '

What a poor letter. It', mwful hard to thank you adequately for all the good
things you do, only you know how grateful I em don't you. Aad how much I love sesing you,
and the President. I hope you're cool in Hyde Park and getting a rest and I hope I can
see you again befors I sail. Thank you again, endlossly.

Love,

Suday
T26 Park Avenue
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Miss Martha Gellhorn

Care P, V. Fleld June 30, 1937
Yaw Hartford

Connecticut

Eighth 0,K, W41l try to be here und perhaps take midnight to Mew York,
Expecting ull three for dinner nnd the night

Elexnor Rocsevelt




Dearest Mrs. Roosevelt)
You will be so wearied of me sooni + I am covered with confusion but pleass do not
think I sm being unduly 4ineffiolent. The polnt now is that the Monday after July
4th is & holiday, and apparently movie technicians have extra tine off and cost a
fortune to hire overtimes Jorls nesds the day of July 6th to finish the last printing
of the film, Therefors, may we definitely make the date of showing the film to you,
July Bth. I hesitate to do this, but it will cost about $500 to get men to work on
July 5th. Which $500 is hard to come by suddenly. '

I see that you've been in New York so maybe you haven't had my other letter.
If the Bth is oclay could Mrs. Scheider wire me oare F.V. Field, New Hartford,

e el

Conneotlout, just to say yes., And my oh my, I -.l:rry to b_; such & nuisancs to you.
The film is very beautiful though, very very beautiful, and Ernest has written
fine worda for it mnd I know when you see 1t, you will excuse me for writing you at
intervals of two minutes to change dates. :
I am at last dug into the ocountry and hoping to get serious work done and produce a
book I needn't blush for. I loved what you wrote in your column & few days ago about
Spain. I also wish mors and more that I could get as much dons in & day as you can.

Sunday [ B ' New Hartford
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Miss Martha ’ll:f?hm Februery 1, 1938
43668 McFhe Avenue

8t. Louls
Miasouri

Can ¥you coma hera for 12th and 13th Am anxious to ses rou'

Elsanor Hoosevelt

G- Ga
Bx. 145§




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January &, 1933

Dear Martha:

T will be/Ain New k but not
until later. € ¥ou dipé at my apart-
ment and go to a lay, or/eould you coms

- down here for a/week end/befors the 9th?
e + "I em very anxious to s you,

Affectionately,
J' A {

éim Lot Feome /éa/é
.,/Zc'a%/"?? ma,

/
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Pebruary 7, 1938

Dear Yarty:

Yany thuiks for vour letier .ad I do
hope that you will soon Eut some rest, Cowe
vhenever you can, ss T shall be dellghted to
Bed you at any tima,

AMfeetionately,

Miss Martha lga}mﬂm
4366 McPhersoh Avenue
Saint Louia

Missouri

——— —
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Dearest i -s, Hs
I don'c lmow what is happ.=ings (Thank you for ﬁu.r wire, you're & darling,) It s
like thiss I have made soms 22 leotures in less than a mnth!un Spain, I am not a
Tscturer and dea't lmow how to do it, resmsomally, ==r.ng myself and not getting
exoiteds I see these rows on rows of faces, often women and sometimes men, aad thinln
I have ons hour to tell them everything I have painfully learnmed and to shout at

them that 1f they go on sleeping thoy sre losts So it turna out mot to be leoturing
but Billy Bunday, and it turns out equally that I have lost 14 pounds in three weeka
and am shaldng with exhaustion and' pcrrnuﬁy rud;:r to depart for a better and more
resiful world., (Cannot tell you how I loaths lscturing, the listehing faoes -- I
want people te talk back -- the awful "oelebrity"angle which I have never u’;‘l‘-
before and makes me siok -- the flattery "Uisa Gellhorn you are an inspiration®, Good
God, I have been a not almays admiruble character but mothing to justify being

oalled an inspiration -= and the horror of thoss frightensd, lost, uninformed,
grateful , fnh:tzl.y slobbering peoples)

S0 now my dootor says elther ;tnp it or you will orack up. &S0 my agent saya
he will sue for demages. Blast hims I am really more busted than Igve ever beesn,
I'we been tired befors, but I was never a ocelebrity and celebrity I cannot and will not
takes 5o now I am home, and out of bed long enough te write you. MKother is horrified
by the turn of events, We do not break contracts in our family but we are also not
celebritiess BShe unierstands that and then I look so awful, so shs thinks I must not
go ons But there is Pgat, like & spider, threateming suit. = (I warted the momey for
Spain, but oh what & mistake,) So I don't know wharse I'11 be, maybe in jeil, It is
Lll very diffioult,

I mnt to go to Nassau and sleep and get out of thia horrible ocold, I had enmough
of that in Spain and am tired to die, But I haven't an idea how it willx all come owb,
If I'm not in Nagsmu maybe I'1l be east but &on't yet kmow, so will you glve me a _"
rain ohsoks I want wery much to see you, you know that, I always do. It's just

compliocateds And then thank you very much for wanting to see me, I am nob moch thesd |

"
&

dayss Thin and exhausted amd worried for that psople I sesm to have adopteds Also
g - & 1

1

LY



for my owma people, If one is a writer, ome should be & writer, and not & leoturer.
That's about all I do lmow now,

<

My rup-utn..tu your husband. And to you my love and for your
- A

body &

tel sgram,
Always

Feb 1
Gaint Louls
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February 8, 1938

Dear Uartys

T an glad you are golng away and
whenever you want to come let me know. I will
bs gone from here on a lecturs trip froam Yarch
5 to April 3.

I aa glad you are golng to write Spain
cut of your system, Writing is your best vehicle
and you ought to do a good plece of work. C[Corothy
Parker, in the New Yorker this week, I think 2id
e very errssting short plece.

Ho one can keep calm when they have
seen the things you hewve zeen emd felt as you feel;
but you kmow that you cannot do enything unless
you ere well, so, for Heaven's sake, get well
and try to forget teasorarily the woes of the
world, because that is the only way in wiich you
Ccan Eo One

Affoctionntely,

Miss Martha Gellhorn
4366 MePherson Ave.
St. Louis, IHo.




April 5, 1938

Bnnrik'lrty:

I was very sorry to hear you had gone
back to Spain end yet I understand your feeling
in & case where the Neutrality Act has not mads
us neutral. We are dlscovering, I think, that
the Heutrality Aet is really not a Neutrelity
Aot, but very few feoples realize it. Of course
the trouble is that most people in this country
think that we can stay out of wars in other parts
of the world. Even if we atey out of it and save
our own skinas, we cannot escaps the conditions
which will undoubtedly exist in other parts of
the world and which will remct against us. That
is something which I have preached from coast to
coast on deaf ears I fear. We ure all of us sel-
fish - note Mr. Hoover's statement on his return
fmmmpa-mﬂirwnmunmrmm,

+ the rest of the world can go. The best we can
do 1s to realize nobody can save his own siin alcne.
We must all hang together.

Affectionately,

Miss Martha Gallhorn
¢/o N.Y. Tines

37 Rue Coumartin
Paris, France

G-Gop.
Bx. 1459
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M=y 23, 1938

Dear Harty:

I was very much interested in your letter.
quumiahmvﬂtn,wchud,mﬂginml
remarkable picturs of what i3 going on around you.
They inaist in this country that, through France,
ar much material 1s going to the Loyalista as is

godng to Pranco through Germany and Ytaly. Of course

Paul M1lert lunched with me the other
and told me he expected to see you in Paris snd that
you were on your way to Prague. It seems to me that
¥ou have quite a large amount of work cut out for yourself,

Please do not get killed! I should like Tery
mich to have you come back, and ns you found the
. Fhite House rather a good olace to work, perhapa
you will plan to spend a little tize with us and
really do some of your work here.

The news from Europe looks extrecely badly
I »izh we did not 1ive under the tireat every minuts
of such senseless war, which seems to have no purpose
in the world except to leave Oermany stronger than
nhmhrun.mmmﬂuintnhup-hmbdnsn
vill com to their sensea. In the meantice, some of us
‘concentrate more and mors on the things that are arcund
us. I rather think that 1s what people do in storm-
tossed times everywhers. Y

L™ &

iy love to ycu and do tuke care of yourself.
Affectionately, _ 80




June 29, 1938
Dear Marsyi

You have no idea how happy 1 wes to
get your letter and to knaw that you are
aafe. This traipeeing around Europs at
the preaent time aeams &o w° & highly
pegiting "ut a very dangerous prooeeding.

Of eouran, all you write makes me
ponitively 111, *hy evervbody should wint
ts kill eveprybody else is juat bayond my
comprehenaion, prther pathered that the
French assistance to the Spanish waa not
very great., And I pather that even our own
dtate Department has propla viio are not very
anxiouz to Ao much for tha Loyallate. Btrange
how easily our pookete affeot our feeling for
deTnoracy.

Let mekknow when you gowe home and
rome home soon. Coraica sounds Enrfuntly
lovely and I hope you do awim, 1+ in the
aun snd find time for work which you reully
tael proud of.

Affrotonalely,

Mise Martha Gellhorn
Lh Srunre du dois de 20uLlaihe
Faupriz, Frence

ER:mds




Kalvinal

Here 1s the letter from Mise
Gellhorn with her address which you

asked for this morninp. Iips Lehend

arked me to cay that the President
hpd geen 1t.

L N
i‘l |."'£1 L]
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Dear krs. Eoosevelt;

I got your lovely letter, emd msant to amswer it at onmce, but betweum mow and them I
wato flows im and out of Czechoslovakis and had em exhaustimg if very interestinmg time,
I waxted to write you, stralght off, about that Framce-is-helpimg-the=loyalists

storys It goes om here, im France, wery vloleatly. Dorlot, the mot very promisimg
Fasolst leader, told me most seriously that there were 35,000 Fremoh troops,

army equipped and officered, fightiamg with the’Spanish government. I told him somewhat
sourly that if that were true, the govermment would have wom ia Spaim long aghs

It makea me partioularly amgry im view of what is going om now: a massacre, I

believe that scme mpe airplanes must have got ims but obviously not too mamy, of

slse this heavy and gemeral bombing by Franoco would be stoppeds I kmow the fromtler
well, having wasted two weeks of my time hanglag about thure at the end of the month
of May, snd having watohed it, snd asked questions alomg 1t at every entry and esit
Anto Spain, And Iiw askod journalists stslomed in Porpignan axd all slong, and asked
homing soldiers, emd everypme I can find, as well as authorities heros Franos 1s
certainly not beimg the support it is supposed to bo, and what does manage to get im
is on largely privete iniative., I only wish tho stories were trus, and would be the
first to be moisily delighted. But there it is. Anyhow, they are now seriously
congldering sealinmg the fromtier to what slight treffio olosses 1t, end im due time

& blockads can win any ware But how the government is holding out, and how imoredibly
determimed and oourageous the people ares I read about it with great despair: perhaps
it's omly a semse of justioe that makes onme so sick, oven putting meside any deep
dintutm ome has for Fagolam in all its forms.

Czecho was amacing, The coumtry is a fortress, and the atmosphere is of someoxs
walting in an operating room for the surgeom, who will come to work with a blumt kuife
and no amesthetlos I do not see how this armed peace can continue., Partly beoause of
the disastrous ecomomio burdem and partly because of the wearimg and abmormal
poychologieal straimes And yet the Czechs seemed to havw ocalled Hitler's bluff with as
pretty & mobllization ses was ever staged, nmd quiet mow reignse It's David and
Goliath all over again and the Czechs are danoing with plessure about it. Howevor
it glves you & tura to see pensauts workimg inm the flelds alongside black steel




reinforosd concrete pillboxes, to pass a Slovak peassat girl with red skirt and gigh
black boots, peddling slomg on .hur bloyole, with a ‘pnu.‘l: slung over her shoulder,
to ses every road barricaded, gl.ll‘dld:. and to hmrrthl.t all ruilway bridges are -
mined, end a1l the rest of it. Feople do nmot yet realise (becauss the mind isn't
bublt that way) what war oam bes They fear 1t but surely they fear it the way
ahildren fear mightmares, dimly, without definite images im their heads of how 1t will
all work out. Me, it makes me lliuk, the whole business. By mow, Europs knows that
the former housepaluter holds the ligntuniné in his hands and it is ghastly to thimk
that this one mad man omh plunge us all imto 1t agnine Yet, Marx is atill the

sound ome, tracimg it all right back whore it belonges you ocan memsure the rise of
Nazism in Crechoslovakis exactly by the fall im export figuress And I am preity sure
those German mimorities, who were 80% Soclal Democrat before 1935, would still be
hudmrhn; quiet reasonable pecple, if it were mot for umsmployment and hu.ngc.r and
tho oraziness that comes with & dole.

What is so distressing 1s that no one anywhere seema to see any engwer to
snythingt there is omly spsoulation as to who will fight with whom, how long it will
last, and when it will starts and thon the hopeful omes, the optimists with & falth,
who just pray that it won't happens.s.

Al woll, I think the summer's safe anyliow. Have to go to Bngland mext week
and ask & lot of questionss I am 5o depressed and disgusted with English foreiga
policy that I am beginming (stupidly) to feel the whole mation ke a mass of cottom
wool. It is verg irritatimg to have them build bomb amd gas proof shelters for
dogs fof +. rich), amd to have the more exotlo youmg things have plotures takem
with thelr ssrvamts, &1l in —a masks, on the steps of their homsst and then to have
this muddling and hypeorlsy to ses every mornimg in the papers. It'y not & good world
riebt now 18 17 1I'm golng to Corsica to swim, after all this is over, and forget it.
I can't do amything, snd I am tired of looklng at dlasaster.

I ghould have camgratulated you at the very Beginning on the marriage of your
som, which I read mbout inm the Paris papers. Your whole family is greatly admired,
liked and idolised im Europe; it is great fum to hear a ssall town lewysr im the
village of Troppau on the kwxkcixwxfra Silosian fromtisr, apeaking of all of you with
as much affection and admiration as if he kmew you personallys

AW pe e



Your imvitution to tho White House is lovely and I am most grateful for it.
ind whenever I get back, I'll come at omnce, if I may. I hope Corsioa will prove
af good & place to work, for the time bningi either I have to do some deoent writisg
or glve up the idea that Igm m writers This busimess of being a haok is fine for
fimances and revolting from the point of view of serious socomplishmént. I em
beginning to think inm paragraphs and protty soom it will be headlines, and whem that
day comes I shall hire out &s m sorubwomam, whioh will be more sultable aad homorable.

My love to you always, and please give my respects to the Prwsidemt.

Davotedly,

ot

Junas 17
18 Square du Bols de Boulogme
Parins




August 31, 1938

Dear Martys I | j

It was very nice to get your note
and I am glad that you ars back in Paris
and hope that weans you are on your way
back here. I somehow would 1like to get
you out of the atmospherd of war for a
- 11%tle time. I know just how much of a
war rumor there is at the present time
and, while I hope if you do atay nothing
happens, I think 1t Is Just as well to
get you away from such things for a while.
Youn are tired and dulled by too nuch
enotlon.

I hope when you Ao come home I shal’
bs somewhere in these parts, for I am dolny
conslderable traveling around thie autumn .
some lecturing and a week or so visiting
the outlying children in Texas and Seattle
and, of course, to Warm Springs at Thanks-
glving, and I think a week afterwards with
¥rs. Oray in Florida. In betwesn, however,
I will be back in ¥ashington and remember
that I coudt@ on you letting me know when
you are to:arrive and coming to us for a
while at least. Isu found 1t a good
place to write before - perhaps you will
again.

Affectionately yours,

-

ER;O

GGy
Br. 1459
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Doarest Mrs, Rnoamlj:; ]
I am gending you this report that I just wrobtes It isn't exactly a lltorary
mastorplece but it has all the facts. I sent cne report through tha 1U.S, Legation
in Progus and asked that it be given to you. But the press censorship (under
Curman direction) 1s so strict in Pragus that you can't gst the story out and I -
could net sable you directly.

I've geen a certain mmber of catastrophes in ny 1ifs, but iom nothing that

could touch Ype Chamberlain's Peace. For ‘oomrnescrd treachery and resulitent

human guffering, it beats all. 4nd the record of the diplomutic demarches of that
period (which I got from Prague) reads lilo third dogres, like bad gangster |
blacikmailing. Crechoslowvalda wiil of course o Fgselst, it hus to and it is only a |
question of waeks. Buk I am not swe that Loodiss Chunborlain has not so weakened |

democracy in Europs, thut democraey itszelf will pgrish heroe And now he is ll
starting on Spain, It hag evidently besn deoided that if high sxplosive won't I
|

deatroy the Republio, thon huager wille Chemberlain has clearly put class inteross |
above the iptercsts of derocoracy in particular and humanity in gensral; he has
aven forgotten about the British Zmpire in his determination to render uzdsr to the

dictators what ig not theirss I hope that if his govermmwent continussz in power,

|
I
|
if France continues to be ruled by cowards or orooks, America will bulld o !
Maginot Lins around all ita coasts and zo into total isolationimm, Xk There may |
be no hore of paving Burope, but domooracy must ba kept alive somewhers. Because it |
i3 evident that war itself is better than Fasolsm, and this even for ths ainpla !
people who do not care about politios or ideologles. Men Just can't live |
undor Fascism if they belleve any of the decont wordee The refugess ars plein i
people == farmara, machanics, shopkeepers, hongewlves =~ but they know for
instance that there is a groat difforence betveen baing a ren and beinr an
aninal who mAay nelther think psr tall: nos foeel as he dosiroas

I am o angry and oo diszugsted that I foel a little dazeds I hate aoimrdlce and \
I hato brutality and I hate llss. And this 13 what we gee, ell tho tirs, nll over

tho placoes And of those three, maybe the lies nre vorste Yow Hitler has sk ‘




the standard for the world, and truth is rarer than radium.

Fleaze give my rospects to Mr, Roosevelts Will you toll him that he is
elmost the cnly man who comtinues to be rospected by honest poaplu:m'ﬁti's rame shinss
out of thia eorruption and disaster, and ths helplsss peopla nf Czochoalomicla
look to hinm to save the things they wers not allowed to fight fore I was ngain
proud to he .&:nnri:mn'- '

I send you my love end wish someday I could rite you a lotter not
like thise But what is there to do, 1f you mren't blind, except burm with anger
and disgusts I met a lot of people my ovm ﬁgﬂiin Frague, pecplo like ms,
writera and architects, medical students, young lawyerse I adced them what they were
going to do. They looked at me and everyons was quiet and thon ore of tham said:

Wo have no noney and if we had money, where could we Zoe e will walt here" And
another sald, "M will walt for the concentration carps." And of courss, thoy were
‘only eaying what ia trues Well, I can't bear it. I still beliove in the fine
words, tooe 3

Alwaya,

care foomriy Guaranty Trust Co,.
4 Pyace de la Concorde

Parin Ontober 15
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 2, 1938

Yemo for E. R.

The Preasident has resd,




ANTI-NAZI REFUGEES IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

Thus far, there is no central COzech gn;arnmant auihurlty
bhandling the Anti-Nazi refugee problem. Refugee homes are run
by the Sokol and the Red Cross, land by private charities, The
rafuzaas a}e registered by the Czech police, and ordered te
retura or allewed to remain in OUzecheslovakia en police mutherity.
The funds of the refugee organizations are running low, alrsady !
in various parts of the country the refugees are inadequately ;
fed, They live in schools, factories, old aga homes, private
apartments, under conditions of great overcrowding, sleeping on
straw, sometimes with blankets, sometimes without, eating whan
and as possible, They have left their homses in great haste, with
empty hands. It is certain that individual charities cannot
continue to feed, clothe and house the refugees.

To the refugees, however, physical conditions are of
minor importance. The vital matter is safety,; they know that they
cannot safely return to the German occupled arsas. There have
been various ordars concerning their deportation. At one point
the Czech government allowed Anti-Nazi refugees who wera in
dangsr of thair lives in Germany to remain for 14 days in
Czachoslovakia : as these refugess have naither money nor pass—
ports, there was no way for them to find another home. A further
Czech Government blanket ordeg gave all refugees from German
occupiad territory 48 hours to retura to their homes. The resulta
in parsscution of returned refugees were so disastrous that
local agencies are not e8ager to continue carrying thias order out.

|
The refugees themselves state simply that they would prefar to
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be shot in Czechoslovakia. This blanket order has been temp-

orarily and unofficially suspended. But the Czech government
its3lf is obviously not a free agent in handling the refugae
queation. There is first of all, Nazi political Dbreasures, demand-
ihg the return of anti-Nazis to/Germany. (Czechs, living in :
German occupied territories, are denied by the German authorities
the right to migrate into Ozechoslovekia., A good case in point
is the Czech Skoda workers who now live in Germany and must

obtain passes to cross the road to work in Pilsen. These msn |
naturally -- not speaking or reading German and being moreovsr
Demoorats -- wish to live in Pilssn. But when they try to get

across the new frontier, even without any possassion whatsoever,

only taking with them their families, they are refused parmiasion{
4 curious individual system of hostages has developed. A man

may cross to Pilsen to work but his wif;:;::;in in the German ‘
territory. His wife may cross to shop in Pilsen but the man

must remain in the German territory.)

Beaidea the Nazi political breasure, ths Czech EDVBrnmEﬂt:
1s fuced with a serious economic problem in connaction with
religaas, Already it has been decided to form labor campa for
unsmployed. The refugees would swell the alarmingly increasad ‘
roll of unemployed, With 40% of ths metallurgical industry Zona,
60% 2srceat of the brown coal lost, 63% of textiles and paper,
35% of chemical manufacture stc. lost, ths Czech government is
naturally hard put to it to know what to do with the workars
from these industries, Originally, it was detided to sand
Czechs back to the occupied tarritories, in case of a future

plebiscite; and notably there was an effort to raturn Czechs
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to those areas which Germany had seized, over and above the

Berchtesgarden proposals., Now however as it is obvious there
will be no plebiscite, as also Czech workers are being dismissed
from their jobs in German occupied territory, as also Gzénha
ars subject to persecution on the grounds that they are Czechs,
the government is not returning its own nationals wholesale to
Germany., The care of the governament naturally tends to be
dirscted primarily to its own refugees and thoss citizens who
live in Ozech territory and are unemployed as a result of the
annexatiom. The problem of thousands of Anti-Nazi Sudetens,
Jews, German and Austrian exiles is a too severas a strain
economically to be borne in permansnce.

Thirdly, there is a growing tendency towardas Fascism
in COzechoslovakia, as was only to be expected. There are anti-
Jaw demonstrations in Prague, people wio gpeak German are
jnsulted on the streets, and a general feeling of hostility to
all Cermana grows, This reaction is of course artificially
fosteraed by the press and by German agents, but it is obvious
that Czechoslovakia can only continue to ogxist with the
compliance of Germany. Therefore refugees are regarded publicly
as something of a menace to the welfare of the state.
Czechoslovakia very definitely does not wan¥ any more minorities |
at all, and refugees are regarded as a minority. The fact that
the great percentage of them ars Czach citizens cannot now
halﬁ them, and they realise this is not the fault of the Czech

govarnmant,

It is impossible, since there is no gcentral gavarnmantall

authority caring for refugees and since the rafugees arse in a




%,
state of flux back and forth across the frantiars,.ta get any
dafinite figu:ha on the number of human lives involved,

There are at present fan:thousand Austrian and Reich
German exiles in Czechoslovakia., These people may be said to
be in immediate end grievous danger. Such refugees who had
beea living in Slovakia are already in flight from the local
aathorities, trying individually to find food and means of
escape., In Bohemia, they are still allowsd shelter but thas
funds to care for them are almost worn out and they face hungasr ;
as well as the imminent danger of deportation. Many of them
have been in concentration camps in Germany. Many are undar
sentence of death, None of them left Germany excapt as a last
resort, in order to save their lives. There are entire familias;
there are individuals who have lost their families, being unahlal
to maintain any contact with Germany. Thay are constantly shut-
tled from place to place and from homa to home and live with
the steady terror of being sent back to perascution.

Individual cases may clarify this situation. In Prague
there is a four room apartment whare eighty young Germans est
and fii&f? sleep. They have soup twice a day and dry bread.
They ars all in their twenties and early thirtias, fully half |
of them are women, Not one of them would go free on return |
to Germany. A girl of eighteen, a Sudeten from near Marienbad,
@scaped with the last train into Ozachoslovakia. She was a '
shopgirl and in her spare time an organizer of the Anti-Nazi
Youth movement. In these occupied regions the Henleinists had
everywhere preparsd black lists, of thoss people who would be

executed immediately the Nazis cams into powar., Her nams is
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second on the list. Another girl, a stenographer from Berlin,

had been in Prague almost a year. Previous to that she had
rassed three years in a wﬂmen‘s'priaan in Germany, As she stated
in her ;fficu,;in:some argument, that she belisved in freedonm,
it was decided that she was a communist agitator. Having had
three years (without trial) in this prison, which is famous because
nona of the women is allowed to talk at any time and the
punishment is solitary confinmement in cellar cells, she is now
faced with the danger of deportation. Her family was denounced
also, for no evident reason, and are also refugees in Czechos-
slovakia but she has not been able to find them. A young man
of tmenty-eight who worked on a social democrat newspaper was
also there; he had spent two years in prison and said that two
years was enoughihe had taught himself Bnglish in prison and
that was fine, he said, but as he had escaped, hs would be
killed on returning to Germany, and then it woulda't help much
that he had learned English .... The stories can be multiplied
witnout number. These people are without money or passports,
and helpless. There is not one of them who has not soms trade
and good work habits, they have none of them in any way violated
thair position as guests of the Czechoslovak Republic, while in
exile, Their demand is very simple : they would like to live.
The new refugees are of all kinds : there are Czechs,
Anti-Nazi Sudetens, Liberals, Social Democrats, Jews, Catholica,
Communists, and people who have privately incurred the wrath
of the local Henleinista. Czech state employees are prominent
amongst the refugees i anyones who worked on tha rallroada, in i
post offices, in the gendarmsries, or forssters, ete, is trying é
I
|
|
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to get out of the German occupied area. These refugees wars

being returned to Germany, erratically but steadily. Now there
has been time for many who were once deported to escape again
into Czechslovakia and tell their stories : moreover the second
wave of Czech refugees is coming in, with their stories. Thers
are four new concentration camps in Sudetenland; two near
Carlsbad, one near Elbogen and another near Eich. Shops are of
course already marked : Here is a Jewish business. Likewise
houaes are marked : Attention, here lives a CUzech enemy. Czech
women, for no other reason than that they are Czech, are forced
to clean the garrisons, city halls etc., under the inordinately

brutal supervision of Henlein women., Non Nazis are afraid to go

out in the daytime. Food is already rationed. The persacutions, |

great and small, are carried out by the Henleinists and, the
Gestapo agents, and though the Reichswehr does not participate,
it does not halt these actions,

Anyone who went to the refugee homes along the Czech-

Gorman frontier could collect, from individual stories, the

entire picturse of the persecution, Since in every small village,

the Henleinists know exactly who was non-Nazi, the psrsecutionm
is very thorough. At the least, it is a quaestion of material
hardship (confiscation of live stock, property ete.), at the
worst it is physical brutality or death.

These people, the new refugees, also make a simple

|
demand : safety and a chance to work. They have lost everything

they bhad, but they are willing and able to start over again,
but what they cannot accept is to be returned to territory
whers they have no possible security.
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The Czech government has no desire to make these

innocent people suffer but they are evidently unable to handle
the problem alone. Unless the treatment of Czechs in the
German occupied areas changes, there will certainly be a
continuing largﬁ number of Czechs who will escape back into
Gzechoslovakia, But aside from these (there are 850,000 Czechs
now absorbed into Germany), the Anti-Nazi Sudeten Germans and
the Jews from the occupied territories prasanf 8 grave problem.
At a rough guess, there will probably be between 150,000 and
250,000 of these. It is not possible to swear to any figurewu,
howaver, at the present time.

The injustice of this situation and the mass human
suffering involved cannot be ovaremthEQZEd. Moreover, it is
not a problem that can be dealt with at leisure. These refugsees
are for the most part temporarily sheltered in Czechoslovakisa,
but tomorrow or next week, the expulsion order may be reinstated
Either because Hitler demands it, or because the Czechs cannot
materially maintain refugees, or because public opinion will
have been directed from despair to hatred of all foreigners.,
This is also not a question which can be handled by private
charity in foreign countries. These refugees will have to be
moved from Czechoslovakia and private charities are incapabls
of obtaining visas, even if they can guarantee some material
support for the refugees once they are moved.

Finally, the German inspired press censorship in Prague
is such that it is impossible to sand the straight story about
the refugees out of the country. The censorship grows mors

4
rigorous every day, imposing silence on criticism of Germany

1

|
|
|
a
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and Nazism., Thias also is not done through the desire of the

Czech authorities.

This story has no place probably in a report, but I
shall add it nevertheless. I went to a refugee home in Prague;
it was poor and crowded, with mattresses piled lagdinst the wall,
and people eitting nbnutlaa they do, tragically waiting for
notaing., At a table were about fourteen young men and women,
they were looking at a map of the world which they had taken
from a geography book. They were looking to see where they
could go, what country remained where s man could keep his
freedom of conscience and iive. They were silent. They kneaw
that the great democracies were not opening their frontiérs
to them, they knew they were welcome no place, though they had
commltted no crime againat society. BSo they sat and stood
around the table looking at the map,

Then one of them put a finger on a tiny colored patch :
Nicaragua,

"Have you ever heard anything about Nicaragus ?" hs aaidJ

No one answered but there was a vague murmur of "Ho."
He said, "Maybe we could go to Nicarsgua; maybe wa

could work there and live and be safe, maybe Nicaragua is a

demacracy."

. VITTRILL g ree e gy

i
|
|
|
i
|



Fovember 15, 1938

Dear Marty:

I not only read your report but I
gave it to ths President. I hope the day will
come when you can write scmething that will not
make one really feel ashamed to read it. The
pity and horror of all these poor people - 1t la
really appalling.

T rathor think you should coma jome
bofors long. TYou can't go on forsver in the
atmosphers you have been living in. I snw your
wother in fisscurl not locg mgo end sho sald you
were not planning to coms home ard she was placning
to g0 to you. EHowsver, that will not glve you the
charee of atmosphers that I should think is elnoot
a necesslty.

Mick is woriing vary hard but I shall
give her your report to read as I kmow she will
be intersated.

I om afraid we are & long way Irom any
real securlty in the world but it 1s curious that,
in spite of that, we all go on from year to year
with the hope thut some day things will improve.

Affectionately,

Miss Martha Gallhorm
¢/o Cuaranty Trust Co.
4 Place de la Concorde
Paris, France

DD
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7 HIGH FINANCE/ L/

UFFED-around-o-the-=]| Ll] ggage .!

ner for a while and tried to look as
if I were waiting for a bus.  Then A |
[ walked past the duor twice, and kind far G{ﬂ: |
of pecked. 1 kepe wishing I hadn't lost [
my other glove and that [ didn’t have | |
four newspapers, squashed up aml rul-
fled under my arn, and that my hair
wasn't hanging down in strings, and | §|
that it wasn't s cold and raw out. Aler
all, T said wo myself, millions of other
people do this every day. Hat, shoy, drvess casel
Sa then T went in, Tt said “North- of sbiik dam conlbide
ern Universal Bank™ in discreet bronze : .
on the dear. The foyer had a great
-1]1|!1's lantern hanging from the ccil-
ing. Then there were lots of carpets
and luts of w I1!l', carved I|L"~k"~. |'|;|.nr|||'4|.
walls, and bowls of flowers. Tn the nexe
pooin were some cages marked “Cash-
jer' and this and that, but this ugly
commercial aspect was ignored as much

Allfgater., omued, fong-rearing. .

as possihle,  Several pesple, both uni- Jor & suitease and Bortle dox
formed and un-uniformed, ran from dif-
ferent corners tn greet me with smiles Arthur

[ could un'l}" describe a3 ﬁﬁh:'. Wit o

can we do for O, ."It'ill-dll-lll'l-iI .I'l"'"f”: G 1

T sawl, and |-lrl.;u;|z|l for my other gllll'*'- | 1 mor@;
I cleared my throar and said shyly [J]  16sast 52np somcer, saw vorx

that 1T wanted to open an account, T} P -

! kept trying to think how much money
I had, and I wandercd of they wirild

!l like me or want me in their bank,  Oh, A BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

they sad, our Mr, Beverls ¥ osas And IR =k

then [ was being introduced ta BMr For Sale or Lease 1‘3!“_‘.___

.

o
i E
]\T Heverley and Mr, Heverley to me, 2 ngﬂiﬁﬂ'ﬂnt Bﬂ'lllltrj Estate t .’é“"‘
- .

if at any minute M. Beverley amd 1 tabl
would sail onto the dance Aoor and suitable as an

die o polka, T osat on the edge of 2 All-Year warside Inn

clair and Spll.h‘q! everything T b i amy Located between Princeton and

arms,  Mintons picked these things up Bernardaville, MNew Jersey, al
e [ 0 M. Beverey gemily i o | B i of v oot
on- | it me at my ease, Wha had recom- Leen-room Ceorgian Coloninl
sme | mended their hiole bank? Well, T sad howse with all eit ,{mjsruwm:m:,
stet ! desperately, a Mrs, Johnson, who was E;;;i:?ﬁ:fllhn:rgﬁnrzu{f;nla::ﬂfl
ake | 4 fricnd of mine, had observed that and parking space. Seen by ap-

&0t | vheir hank was richt around the corner | r:m?hr:ll:':l.t or ldL-u.:n.ilin-.: folder o
2 # sent on request, u

<+ | from where T lived,  “Mrs, Johnsan | b d kA
and I b 1 J. I I. I BOX B, THE HEW YOREEHR 2% 7
i was thon wntten on a pad, |"j"‘:" 25 Weat 43id Srrect Naw Yook Ciey M
i wasn't going to et Mrs, Jeshnzon inte “" i
¢ e | Any trouble, a
What kind of un account would 1 * * SOMEWHERE 'r"‘j

like, sl Mr, [5\'\.;—1'&')\ leaning tiwarid there s a b"'r‘f" for your L ":

cwith | e with confidence and warmth, ] propertyl Find him through '

sl

shons diun't knew, T had |r|‘|.--|--|u|~':-|,' assymicsl PREVIEWS INCORPORATED

Th® HATHIHAL BE6" PETATE CLREARIFD HOURE
Wavies + 34 ] Baaises dva, WL - Figdalphia

Saats | that you just went into a bank and gave
them seme muney, and then with great

" speed you wrote checks and the money
L] |.|i):|1'|||¢.1rt-:[. That was my ulea abwat

finance. [ had never, of course, Jdealt
. with banks which had Aowers all over

wia | the place,
Waould my account he commercial?
wa | There's i'u'st me, I wentured; I'm not




I mean, I'm not aw-
fully gool at commeree, T was willing,
haswewer, T b gy g Ar, H-"--.Ill.':.-'
aw fit. M Beverley toll me softly
that p doubie T would want a per mal,
[ =il yos, with g tituide

We then hranched inte a dazsl ng

VEFY COImimen il

discussion ol the daonpy vold win
St, Leowis, St Louis 5B where | wis born,
ol this
war talk, T owesdiln'e koo why, T hadl
pot yet pold Are, Beverlev abour o
distinguishing miarks, or my heishit aml

fact had previossly crept into

|

""""-.-'~I'=- |lnl: E -.x|'.'-.|-|| !ll.ll: any I1Iil1- |
ute, W spoke very happily about the

weather i 56, Leonis amld then '-'-.I:'--E

| |

I oonin, Dy owasy stagees, to the news
phae T b o oilish account inoa bank
im St Lowis amd T haal sort af for-
gatten alwmst it but T thought there was
some money there and how did you get
money out of o hank if yimi dishn't live
i the toown? 1 bocame rvather breath-
less trying to landle this eonrmous
pramsaction, ot A, Beverley was lord-
Iy and said it was a colleetion item, and
wie hoth rested,

I kimew it was coning bevause T eould
viw dty bt evisdently it was os deanste-
furl tor M. Beverley as toome,  Finally
B weas Torced toask how much money
I waneed to deposit, T hegan te fish
e |
clephone nume-
of a camh,
'l.||::|--|1~'-'||l}_'-.'.||'u.|-

i my hag, whicl th twa pen-

vils, picees of paper

hers, a commpact, a half

aml o Wi i,

arain sl heman cleaning up after
|
Il eliecks and mumey in then. I hard-
el these o Mr. Beverley and sat hack,
trying not o get hyster I was ter=
rified to think lew Jightly My, Beverley
ancially,

M. Beverley, however, was white,
He counted my money respectinlly,
thoglh by mow [ knew it was scarce-
Iy ey at all, aml he wld me with

v ) three divey envelopes which

woild consiler me, f

that kindness you use on erring children
that there was a wrvice rlmr;._;-: for ae-
connts which fell helww fve hundred
dillars.  Then, to cover up my shame,
he asked me if T would Dike to use their
silver storage. | thought with excite-
ment that perhaps people now kept their
maoney in silver bars, owing to what they
call these trouhled times, but it appearcd
Mr. Reverley meant tahle silver, 1 eonld
et tell Mr. Beverley that when helt
tor myself, I ate at the drugsiore across
the street, where the soila=fonntain IMj‘
lizid thiae st \||||':|| il E'\ullll'il.'ll ilens ol
e o v lves sald e rlumes wasa |I|1:||II‘\.'|'
|-|'|h|,r of the old school, T waived the
ahle silver,

I was told o write my name on 1w

HRISTMAS CI
DOWN IN AMERICI

Happy holidays — sa
epcape feom ahat-in roi
diren = the most mew
vacation imaginable,
phivays June, Make yo
incliude the Manconsl
beach, it fraditicanl
ciilire corcectuesa, K
Weite for detailed
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Anghud Pandiii
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A SIZZLING GIFT

Give the Host ar Hlevce Bha
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wlid
vlecie
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"
el Fru
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¥ 1= F Fin] i ¥
cheek ar fuomey  oflep, Rlipps] prepakl
any plave in 1".H,
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canls, s they’d have o vecordsand T felt




LY

J

like a criminal who presses down his
thumbs an the ink ]1.||.|. for the first time,
I did mt pecognize my handwriting,
it had grown so old,  Presently my pro-
l’l."’a‘!l"'ll Camne |.||| !\.lr IH.I"H-III't' II'H'.'II!;IHI.
[ allowed, with some doubt, that 1T was
a writer, 3o of course [ wasn't really
what }llu'd eall frnp‘lu} el or .ﬂl‘l.]_'llli;l’.u:-;,
I just wrote,  How interesting, Mr.
Beverley said, as i 1 had told him tha
in my spare time I was a trained seal,
Yos, [ sanl, definitely hysterical by now;
it's a great linle wrade, From that mo-
ment [entered into gilence, and the hank
wecEit e I":H.'ilkll]; GVCF et waves,

I was l:i'u'l.'ll a fine small cheekbook
anl gl 1o dreop in any time,  Somelow
[ ] pose sce my aclf w.-uuh-ring in amld

aut af that bank for an casy morning’s |

possip, o just to talk over the news
uf the ||.|]. I neslded, 1 wanted very
much to po home, because T did o
feel that T wonld ever live upy b gy
hank, 1 koew that a by Tuture of
trying to carn money e impress A,
Beverley luomed abead, amld I had nev-
e mech wanted to e e than was
essentild about money,

At b it seemed thae T ocould e,
It seemed I haad signed e rything anil
maade at least o Twie show ol answerins
yoestions,  Bue M, Beverley wanted
to inteonluce me to Mes. Melotvre,
sweet=Doeed  weaman e ey chihes,
wlie was puttersg wieh her flowers at
another desk,

“Mlrs. Melntyre,” Mr. Beverley said
to me, “is the mice o here,™

“Bly, I hope T ean live up wo thae!™
Mrs. Al IJJI‘III:E' said char mingly, wist=
fully, and |.'f.|~|’H'd niy Ll weitly sain cn-
I!iu'l:.' undeserved warmith, comsidering
the tiny sum of mency T had left there
amungst the owers.

All this time [ wagzed my head like
a somewhat insane cow, and hoped
wonrld be over soon, T knew [ was nest
ft to live in a world with men, T kiew
finance was for other fulk,

Mr, H-'t'crh-}' escarted e to the
dunr, “he doorman bowed, he 1.||i||':a.

lamtern sevmed o FWiy o hatle i the
wind,

“What poraw l.|..l]'.“ Mr. leverl y ol
swrvedl,

“"Yes," [ said, I"I.I.'I:. raw," anl
Avdd, commpletely gloveloss now, down the
strevt, —Aamrna Grueioms

ANTICLIMAX DEPARTMENT

| From " Fleating Peril,”™ by
E. Phiflips €ppraleio

"We will live for one another and

France,” she declared fervently, “and if

necessary | will do the cooking.” i

| Clifton Fadiman
RECOMMENDS -
WOLF AMONG WOLVES

{By Hans Fallada, author af
Litele Mam, W hat Now /)
“Thin is Fallada's best book,
solider than Lirtde Afan and
leaa sentimental.”"—From Thr
Neee Yorker, Mov. 12, 350,000
wordi. $1.00

THE SAGA OF
FRANK DOVER

(HBy Jehannes luchhelis.)
“It's hard to define the pocu-
liar charm of this errani
navel, les humar is as simple
wnd wholesome a3 bhread.”
—From The New Yerker,
e, 22, 200,000 wards. $2.75

\ AT ALL BOOKITORLS
| O. P. PUTHAM'S 3OME, HIW TORK

TALES OF A
WAYWARD
INN i

THE story of the

famous Algon-
quin and its celebrities,
told by its owner-
manager, Beso tales of
an inn since Chaucer
sjopped art the
Tabaed! Ilusiraced,

$3.00 . STOKES

THE MAYOR LIKKS 171
The MNew BHuook by

s Munro Leaf

SAFETY CAN BE FUN

"I touk It home Lo the children,
They were simply delighted
withit," = Flarslla Lafeardia
Al your bockseller - B1ES
F. & STOKIS CO., HIW YTORK

IQQI’S FROM ALL LANDS
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k" AT AL Hot 318 ones bn el
a, Tiwss gre dbesriilgd In ihe 0% ikimu
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Lecenber 15, 1938

D ar Martys

T az 30 glad you ure coaing home. I will
be in New York City on the 20th and am very anvicus
to Eee you,

Cin you come to tea at 20 Fast llth Ctrest
on taat day »t 5:307 If not, I can meet you 3ome-
shere cn the 21st for a twelve o'clock lunch,

Affectionntely,

“1yz Hertha Gellhorn
;0 Kiverside Drive

ol
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Dearest Mrs. Roossvelt) J . by w!

I got back from Barocelona this morning and found your letters The rt about the
refugees in Cgechoslovekia was full of terrible thingu, and I could o you |? b*'"
e long letter about the food situmation in Bpaim, with spsoial refersnce to ohildren,
that 1s quite as traglos But I won'ts Not mows You and the Fresident are much
loved in that comtry, About 860,000 ohildren are eating a half & pound of whole
wheat bread, each day, for this months sa when I wander about schools seeing them
they say to me {ular Amorican is a repressntative of yours in their oyes) "Many
thanks, and many greetings for the Prehident and the Benora %posevelts" They also
drmx draw plotures, bechuse with scme food in them (that'sy all the food they have toc
they fesl wery liwvely mnd happyr so they make wonderful plotures of the Jualkers
= who distribute this food — in thoir home, which is oalled the White l;ouu, and
the plotures are signed: Pare el Presidents Boosewelt, Jumnito Mensndes, 10 anos.
There is some confusiond as to who is God, whether it is the “uakers, or the Red
Cross, or the White House, or the Rooseveltse But all they know is that God seuds
them 'hrn.d.‘ The ohildren sating these huge hunks of dry bread was about the only
happy thing I saws I was in warious schools durlng airraids and the ohildren weitod
pationtly mnd sadly for it to finish, beoauss until the reidp finished they would
oot get thelr bread. 8o it goess I cannot yet understand why there must be so much
suffering. . I shall never be a good writer, the husan animal escapss ma. Beomuse
evidently, the men in the planss have familjes too, and the men who sink the food
shiys have farillies, mnd the men who run & war have sons who can also get killed,
but none of this seems to have any serious effect upon behaviors

I shall be homs December 20 and very glad of ite I am tired in the head.
There is no escape from the world and how it rums, st least I don't know of any sscag
but maybe the Atlantic serves as a buffer and one will not see so much or feel so
gadlty about it. I"" dangsrous thing is to have eyes. Nomdays, with a pair of eyes
you can be pretty sure you will nmot have much rest of peaces War htself, war in the
trenshes betwesn armed men, is of course bad emough, but it is a olrous eompared to



the helpless Jews living in ditohes between Czecho and Uermany, and the helpless
solitary man caught up in the ghastly machinery of the concentrationm ocamp, and the
seven months old bables with rickets or tebs in Barcelona. I do not think danger is
terrible and I am not sure I think sudden death is terrible =- if at least you are
fighting against something that makes living valueless =-- but lonely persscution and
starvation and the fear of the women alone in their flimsy houses with the children,
when the night bombers oome overt well, those things are too bads MAnd so I was not
golng to write you a grim letter, and emough of it.

If you have time tullau me, I would love it, and perhaps you oould send me a
note to my brother's house at 440 Biverside Drive, if you did have time. By the way,
I saw the Goym etohings Luis Quintunilla is bringlng over to you and what wonders
they are. It is a genuine emotion &nd not a formal state gosture to giwe those

plotures to you. ZIndmmw now in Europe, all the time, one 1es wery proud to be

I do hope I can see you. My plans are vague. What I hope for more tham mnything
is to go baak to Conneotiout for six months snd do a books Ii: would be wonderful
to write again and to sit still, wonderful and fairly necessary. What do you
suppose historians will make of this deoads, one hundred years from now. I doubt if
they will be mble to reconstruct it or beliewve in it, it is too fauntastic, and it
goes too fawt, but I should think the Dark Ages will seem neon-lighted in comparisons

i do look forward to seeing yoy, if you are mot too busy.

Always devotedly,

'/‘ 0. ;h?

Paris

Dacember 3
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Miss Martha Gellhorn Deceudier 13, 1738
440 Riveraide Drive
New York
.y,

Can zeet you twelve o'clock Redueadny st Hotel i'iltmor
for lunch 1f you care to Zunch sarly

Eleancr Roosevelt
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New York, Dec. 22, 1938.
Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt:

Terribly disappointed to have mlssed seeing you Boat was
dey late. Will you have time later and will you let me know
Have saved up nine months conversatlon. Merry Christmas. Devo-
tedly. : =
Marty,

440 Rlveraide Drive.
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Dearest. ¥ro. Roosevelt: AR
Ypur letter made me very happy. It was a kind of de coeur avec vous,
and what you say about tha Neutrality Act 1s what, for a year seeing
it work one-sidedly in Spaln, we havai%.ﬁuught*fm)‘ruhrday; the papers x
say, the Act was comlng up fer revision and we do not yet know what
happened. We are asked by everyone and we ask each other, and we walt
for the newa. Right now, the Neutrality Act is of the greatest
importance. Because the fight is far from lost h.ara,' but materlal ls
'aa.ni],y needed. The much bragged of Italian u.d.vincu to the sea was
done with pla.nuu- and artillsry, ag,a.tnst. brave men whn were lnadeguately
armed. Whole ®xig divisions (amongst them the m-.arlca.n Brigada) :
are surrcunded and cut off, and rouﬁm. their way through the I-"aa::iat.nl,
back to Government territory, reforzed their lines and Tought agalin,
again t.r-:l ba surrcunded, again to fight their way through and reforam.
The military history of the perlod of the war since Gandessa, on _
April 2, ﬂ:EI- & story of men overvhelrned by planes and guné, who L A
never saw enemy infantry, but who have somehow managed now tﬂ.pl.fil 24)
to reform and reorganize thelr lines and calmly, ssrenely and
determiredly carry on. There has been neither panlc nor discrdar,
naither in the reag -- Barcelona -- nor at the front. A retreat
bafore m;:usniblannrmmanta was carried out with order, and the
line now holds. &Even the refugees =- and they leave home often with

a small bundlae wra.'ppud. in & handkarchelrfl, aﬁnaannins evearything to

get outy—are qulet and pa.t..'l,arlt. on the xza roads, neither hysterlasl
nor dramatlic, but only datermined not to live where the Fasclsts rule.

Just Before the Faselsts reached the aa'a.. I wae out on the road
‘and matered for rjj;l';;,r minutes twelve Slack German planes, flying in
a.-p-urrgct. c!:mle, not vnr-yina their position, flylng and bomblng end L
ii‘.;L.rig to machine gunt: and they were wordlng on cne coapany of
Govornment 'uuldlnra, who had no planes or antl-alrcraft to protect them '
tut who wers astanding then2, holding .l.'lp the advance so as to peralt an
orderly retreat., That same day we watched thirty three silver Italian
bombera fly in wedgea over the mountains across the hét clear sky to
bomb Tortosa: and anywiera and everywhere ls proof of the huge

amount of new material sent in for t-h'l.l drive, and everywhere 1-

proof of ths unbmaina ruut.aimu ur Lnrl.].:l.nt. apun. aut. t.:.-. pnm:l.l.n
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these people, who are cur kind of people and belleve what we bellave ;
wna want & kind of nncmty we take Tor granted, seams unhaard of.
I am again impressed by the unshakeably democractic quaiity of
Loyullst Spaln, talking witn del Vayo , reading tl-n‘rr newspapara,
gsasing the troops and the I:I'fJ.Eu.r'B, watehing 1lfe as 1t goss on
here. and it goes on. ¥x It gosd on in & way to make you very
prouda of the human animal. Franco will have to do away with
ghout twenty million Spaniards befors he could ever rule thls country.
How, for instance, new plens are afoot for children' tu:*.nu and
huuplt.:l.la, and no one thinks in terms of tl:ni; ﬁm terazs :.-.1' the
future of Spain. The alr ralds, lately only on the port.J go on, ‘and
the slren whines over the u:l.t.:.l.l Wa were in a mwiu house Sunday mcrnirﬂ.
pesing the Spanish Earth {rememberl) It had been running five minutes
wWhen it flickered to a atop. A man's volce announced splr.:aauucally:
phere's an alr raid." There werse aboul 8 thousand people there, And
hombs have fallen all over this city and you'd have to sas what thay
can Ao xxk within a radius of five hloekd to know what destruction 1a
1iks. But no one in that theatre moved, or panlcked. Preannlt.ly
the -archuatm appeared and playsd the national anthem s4? efter that
a selection of Tina,rems tic pusic that sounded very funny indeed and
everyone chatted and walted and after an hour the alectricity want on
agalin a.nd so did the film. This morning at five there was anothar
siren riuhnb and falling and walling over ths elty, and then
against the night gky the ssarchlligute climblng up and Bendling back
against the clouds, and the tracer bullets from L':.‘n.a anti alrcraft
slowly going up like hot red bars. And the searchlignta crawled
agalnst the clouds and the mt-t-;!.rcrart. pounded over tha city and
when it was all over, I heard a ran walking down t.lh!'r street, singlng
to himealf, and t.'m; city was as gulet as a village before dawn.

.1 #o not ses how thay can lose, unless the democraciss allow
Hitler and Mussolini to continue sending unliuiu.ad auppllua.t_mit':nr
man powsr nor abllity nor datarminatlion are lachlng! but it is not

a filght betwesen Spanlards, 1t is & fight between one democracy and
thros Fasclams. And so we 81t hers and hope to ‘n saven that &
sanse of justice and & sense of sell pra'r.un:t.'l.un will guida the House
and Senate and that the government of Spain will be allowed to buy with
good gold those things lts armies need to save 1ts people, 1;: land
ahd that droll t.'n:l.n.;, 1:.1:. flith in a kind of freedon we nt.j.l:l., call

Jbes




democracy.

I am writing this by the light of two candles, uncertaln}y,
after a day out at a qulet part of the rrur;t. It has besn one of
the things to 4o lately, to go sbout and find one's old friends.
Te find the 'm so sure; sp unﬁhmglng, B0 excellent and humcrous and
simple and brave, 18 a good thing to have known in one's life, I
find myself fnul:l.uhl_? patriotic about the Amerilcans -- about hald
of the Linualn-—‘xau':ﬂ:ngtnn Brigade ls lost since thls last push-=
I find that I love them lmmeasurably, am lmmeasurziply proud of thea,
individuslly and collectively, and pruu:for .t.‘]:;uj,r record anld- proud of
the reaspna that brought them here and keep them here. I never saw
better men in my li:ﬂ in any Elﬂuntry. anl:i #h&t-£My ara wllling to die
for 1f need be 1s what you =-- in your way and place =-=- are willing to
live for. :

You must read & book by a man named Stesr: 1t is called "The Tree
of Gernlka." It is about the fight of the Basgques -- he's the Londan
Times man =- and no better book has come out r;'-f the war and he says
wall all thne things I1havalt.r1¢d to eay to you the times I saw you,
after Spain. It 1s beautifully written and trus, and few booke are l1ike
t'l'.I.EII.t., gnd Tewer atlill that deal with ﬁar. Flease get it. -

¥y plans are uncertain. I am staying to see what happens nelt.
Things look fipjemsw now, =l the Fasclsts are directing their
attack on the other half of Spain so it is very qulet here, for the
moment. I have.a huge job to do in Cheko-S5lovakia, =ngland and
France for Collier's, and my -d.a.il,;.f bread may drive me out for a while
but then I'll come back. FWhat goes on 't':urn seems to me very much the
affalr of all of us, who do not want a world whnn- bible is Mein Kampf.
I blliu'-fl now ps much B3 ever that Spaln is fighting uu:ﬂba&tm H'-ruu)
and will not forget that night when we brought the fllmAa.m'.l the
?ma.idnnt. sald: Spaln 1s a viearlous sacrifice for all of us... But
I think gpain ls maybe not a sacrifice, but a champilon:t and hope to
God that America at lbast will not go on letting this country n!.-:\nwlu.I

And you know pomething else, this country ie far too beautiful

for the Fasclats to have it. They have already made Germany and
Itlay and Austria so loathescme that even the scensry is inadequate,
-ﬁm gea the rock mountalna and the
tough terraced fiﬂdl, and the umbrella pines above the beachea,

and avery time I drive on the road

cilla




and the dust colored villages and the gravel river beds and the
peasant's faces, I think: Save Spaln for decent puu;;]m, it's too
beaatlful to waste...

' This 18 very hard work, writing in thie light, and Ipve written
enough. I only tell you detalls, and what you think is what I think
about thle thing, and all along it had mads me prau#&u know that you
wers always understanding this and always haﬁlna (as we all hate
more and more) this ruthless invading war. But words are golng to do
. nothing: Fasclsm has the beat technigque of ﬂurd:u, the darlng sustalned
1lie, andlt works... Around now, the people of Spain need airplanes.

What a world we 1live in after all: it geems such a ghastly mess that
I place blame very heavily right now on two men, and wiah T knew

one cannot begin to place blame.pIt 1s as horrible lanseless as)

: re history.
earthquake and flood, ani the faces of the Peop cau
Alsaater -- the old women walking on the roads, with heavy bundles,
walking away from their homes, and etretching ocut thelr opened hands,
wearily and desperately, to all cars, wanting only a rlde to go scoepm
place else, away, though they do not know where and they do not care --

well, one won't forget these facea, ever. ’

Don't know when I'il'ﬁe back in aﬁaricﬁ,.ﬁavn th;;-égéiﬁzu;ﬁék
over here at the minimum, and alwaya wanting to aa; how thinga Eu; and
why-l'I wish I could ﬁuva gean you but I left so fast, aréer reading
the papers, and anyhow you werae on éha wast coast I think. But someday
I811 hope to see you and tell you ebout all this and someday write 1it.
There's & curlous elmllarity between thg endurance I aaw in tha
unemployed -- & kind §6f herolsm in peacetime disaster 4 and tﬂlai
and I want to write 1t.:=xdXy And thls lafter 18 now llike & book and
enough of 1t. I ﬂﬁnd Yyou AS always my iuva and admliratlon, and please
glve my respects to Mr. Roosevelt.

Always,

Barcelona

April 24 or 25
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