HAROLD ICKES

1933 - 1941



LETTER FROM MARY W. LEWSOW ENCLOSED

\ August 5, 1933

My desr Mr, Ickes:
#What poliecy do you think
should bs followed in this caae?

Very sincerely yours

Hon. Henry lckes
Departient of Lgrinult.uru
washington, L. L.



June 14, 1,33

Yy de.r Mr, Secretary:

¥y husband sald that I wight
write ..a tell you that\Ceptain itering)
wiio .8 been in charge of det. S
the dnite House, has been entlrely
sutlsfuctory. He secms to ove dolug an
economicsl and excellsnt Job. 1 do
not know of course what you will feel
are the nece -ary changes to mske in
personnel, but I simply want you Lo
now that it would be acceptuble to
us should you decide to retain him.

Very sincerely youra,

H ble Harold L.lckes
Secrétary of the Interior



] THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
L WASHINGTOMN

! August 24, 1933,

Hon. M. H. McIntyre, "f. ;
Assistant Secretary to the President, {
The White House. g
e

My dear Colonel MeIntyre:

With reference to your note of July 20, tmu.nittim correspond=
anae qmunrnlin.g the presaervation of original paintings by Rex Brashear,
I find that the Smithsonian Institution would be gled to accept them
if tendered as a gift.

It would appear, however, from Mr, Balley's letter, that Mr,
Erashear has in mind receiving considerable monetary return for his
pletures, The paintings are considered to be excellent ocnes and worthy
of public preservation. The feot that the Smithsonien Institution would
ba glad to accept them, eithser dirsct from Mr, Brashear or from some
purchaser, is sufficient indication of their good quality.

I enclose & latter that Director Cammerer, of the National Park
Service, received in confidence from Dr., Wetmore, Assistant Secretary
of the Smithsonian Institution, and an eminent ormitheologist, which
will give you first-hand information.

It is regratted that an earlier reply was not made to your requast
of July 20, but, your letter unfortunately was mislaid.

Sincerely yours,

Sootol =R dins

Secretary of the Interior,

Enclosuze,



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

August B4, 1933,

Hom. M, H. MeImbyre,
Assistant Seeretary to the Presideat,
Ths White House,
My dear Colomel MoIntyre:

With referenss to your nmote of July 20, tranmmitting correspond-
enoe conoerning the preservation of original paintings by Rex Brashear,
I find that the Smithsonian Institution would be glad to acocept thmm
if tendered as a gift,

It would appear, however, from Mr, Bailey's lettsr, that Mr,
Erashear has in mind receiving considersble monstary return for his
Plotures, The paintings are gcusidered to be sxcsllent ones and worthy
of public preservation. The faot that the SBmithsonian Institution would
be glad to agoept them, either direct from Mr., Brashesr or from some
parehaser, is sufficient indication of their good quality.

I sncloss a letter that Director Cammerer, of the Natiomal Park
Sarviece, received in confidencs from Dr. Wetmore, issistant Seoretary
of the Bmithsonian Institution, and an eminent ornithologist, which
will give you first-hand informatiom,

It is regretted that an sarlier reply was not mads to your request
of July B0, but, your latter unfortuwmately was mislaid,

Bincersly yours,
(Sgd.) Harold L. Ickes
Bsocretary of the Interior,

-.h“-



July 20, 1933

Ly dear Mr. Dailley:

Ura, Hoosevelt hao referred to me your
lsttor of Juno twenty-soventh with respect to
Vr. Hex Brasher. In view of what you say, I wieh
it were ponpible for me to meke an appointment
with the Fresidemt for Vr. Drasher but, as you
imow, tho Preeldent ip extremely busy putting
into effect hin program for industrial recovery,
and 1t is 1literally imposeible to add to hie

many enpegemanto,

I will sugcest that you commmnicate
with me later on, when the pressure has eacad
up somewhat, ond I will endeavor to make the
engagement if 1t is at all pooaible.

Singerely youre,

M. B, MallfI'YHE
Assistant Secretary to the Iresidont

Guy S. Balley, Eeq.,

®ditor, Harlen Valley Times,
Amenia,

Hew York.



®
Harlem Valley Times

EATABLIBHED IM 1883

Published on Thursdays at dmenia,'N. Y.

Scuy B, BAILEY |
‘““l”.u'"‘. .
Amenia, N Y.

Juye 2%, l9d3.

liy Jear kirs hoosovelt:

Uncuestionably you know of ihe work of
X BisHOR, who has pomaloted A 1ife work that Jurpassos thut
of .udibon .nd others im the fleld of ornitholopy. oex lu ona
of my Lest friends, .ud while the veeords show that he lives in
Yent, Conn., his farm and nis home e both in tha town of Jover
in Jutchess county vhere ho has comrleted this work that has
oeceupied 57 yeurs of a gnlendid 1ife. .

Liarian, iis misce who has vorked oide by
side with him for the past eiphtoen or nitnteen yours, :ied yestor-
\day. This has left a void in his day and he is otricken, after
his own fashion.

“auterday when tallking with him he con=-
{ided in me reparding the future o it gounds cuoer to hear
nim talk of a future. lie's simnly that kind of & .un, Ha 18
nost anscious to muke provision for the nroper preservation of
the oripinels of his paintings, und bo :saured of their awv.il-
ability to the nuhlie, He vwould like, wery uuech zo, Lo talk
with the !rosident come time thiy swaaer wnon you © 1ks are at
i'yde Lark. He will toll Lin story in ten ainutes.

1 realize the welght of =fi.lrs ripht wow,

s urite to you with the thoupht that jyou aipght nogsibly arvange
for s short talk some tlme this gconing swmaer when ,oun are ut
nome. -

Gordiullﬁ,

s S

oUt 8. DLINEY

“Ihe original AMENIA TIMES combining the Sharen Mestenger, bw:ré!nf-ﬂﬁmr. Millertan Herald, and Wassaic Record
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Incloeure

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

WASHINGTORN, D. C.

August 17, 1955

Mr. A. B, Cammerer, Director, /
Office of National Parks, Bulld- '
ings, and Reservations,

Department of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Cam:

In reply to yours of August 16 regarding Rex Brashear, this artlet
has worked for many years in preparing faithfully executed and detailed paint-
ings of the birds of North America. These have been published recently in a
gseries of volumes gold by subseription for a considerable sum of money, (if
my memory is correct, for §2400.00 per set). I have examined one or two volumes
of this work and have found the paintings of very good quality, somewhat in an
older style but highly pleasing nevertheless, and faithfully executed as to
detall., Obviously the work is one for the libraries of wealthy persgons.

In New York last fall these volumes were on exhibition at the meet-
ing of the American Game Conference. I met Brashear's brother casually at
that time and he sounded me out on a proposition to put the original paint-
ings here in the Smitheonlan Institution. Hls proposal then was to have me
glve him a letter saylng that we would be interested when he would take thie
letter and go to wealthy friende with the idea that someone might put up a
hundred thousand or one hundred fifty thousand dollare to buy the pailntings
and give them to us. Obviously the proposition is one that we could not take
up as we cannot allow unauthorized pereons to ralee money in our name for
reasons that need no explanation.

Eince that time I have been approached informally by one of these
other persons with regard to the matter. One person did not lmow of any mone-
tary consideration involved, btut, I bellieve, that ie the intention.

The paintings are well worthwhlle and are indeed worthy of preserva-
tion. There are several hundred of them (I believe nine hundred or more in
all), so that while it would be possible to care for them for preservation in
limited space, it would not be practicable to exhibit more than a selected
dozen or twenty to illustrate the type of work. If the paintings are to he
presented to the Smithsonian Institution, we shall be pleased to accept. If
the proposal is for an appropriation to purchase them, I should say at this
time there are many other things more badly needed by our organization.




This brief statement covers my knowledge of the matter. While I
marked it confidential, that means only that I do not wish it broadeast or

published, it being intended for You and those direotly concerned. I am re-
turning the Balley correspondence harewith.

Sincerely yours,

(i

A. Wetmore,
Asslstant fecretary.




".1- p!‘_'r /
% THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTOMN

\*‘“_’/ August 265, 1933,

My dear Mre, Hoosaevelt:

I am glad to have your letter sbout the West Virginia
situation, Colonel Howe tallked to me about it two or three
days ago, after his conversation with you, and we arranged
at once to send investigators down there. Two men are in
the field now and we are expecting an early report. It
all sounds very interesting indeed and if the conditions
are favorable we hope to go shead at once with a subsistence
farm project there.

With personal regnrds,

Yery sincersly yours,

e 0 22 5K ss

Secratary of the Interior.

¥ra. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Hyds Park, New York.
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%} THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
2 WASHINGTON
Augast 29, 1933,
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Dear Mra, Roosevelt:
1 would like you to know how happy I was to be your

gaest at your charming home yesterday. I anjoyed every
1 found the occasion last avening not only

mimate of 1it.
a real pleasure but a much nesded relazation,

With kindest regards to the President and yourself,

I am,
Sinceraly yours,
(5% Las

fcatels T

 Mrs, Franklin D, Roosavelt,
Hyde Park, New Torl,



|
septewber T, 1933

dy Gear kr. Secretery:

J‘lﬂ!&i&%‘;&%ﬂﬂ W0
has been the Aray edglie Cllalgde

nere at tue Wulte House, tells we that
pecause ol nis wite's uweastn 1t 1s
fuperetive tilab ne woVe Lrow wudulugtod,
il L wauted to svud you Lids avte Lo
tell you tuat I wau eutirely walubable

to any treusier w.lcn tne War Uepar twent
wiy widertae. L socll feerot naviag
Laptain burlag gou, but L ieel Luat ue
15 eutirely Justiiied 1o cousluering

pils wife's neuwlti.

Very sluacercly you 3,

- Elewnor Housevelt

Houes larold Le Lcikes
oecretary ol the Luterior

w( {tj.d.*f{_,L__;L_.U



December B, 1833,

Uy desr Mr. Seoretary:
Many thanks for your very kind
|
gooperation in the.cnse of Rupert B.

e e

Spearman. 1 very much appreciute your

—————
halp.
Sincerely youra,
Boporable Harold L. Ickes : ‘*

The Secretary to the Interior
fWashington, D. C.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

1
Decemper 6, 1933

Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt,

The Wnite House.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Recalling your interest in Rupert B, Spearmanm, of i
Woitney, Nebraska, as expressed in your letter of
Septemper 22, I have finally been able to appolnt him
on the Boulder Dem Project as a rodman at $110 per
month net.

1 am returning Mrs, Spearman's letter to you,

Sincerely yours,
ol (5 A
o p———

Enclosure Secretary of the Interior

AT



&oﬁtw? f&&u& 17/5’/F35

‘;24..,-;{,{ #M
. ﬁ' e 427 E.:i:ﬁ rtec s
Q{;/ M#ﬁéﬂi&w Lo Inead
e, apue e D et
Mﬁ,ﬂﬁ& (u..‘/

2 {f’"

;7 FWF&LM&M mﬁ.{mm J-‘L’ZZJ
v /ﬁa/?ﬁﬂ M %—««7
Mmhﬂa%jﬁdmz /"/%‘z’““

e
%Lm i.#a?gmm ;,gmu@m#

o i, 74.“1.4.&
z,«itmzﬂ, Mﬁmjfm @Mﬂ %
w&#%:jé &wﬁ Mpéa.zzﬂf



o Fe Lz vorild go huvenl (e bt guet o
£ i 2\: / . Loea )&MJA.(

e L bzt ove e drsi Foard wdl conid
%‘:fl = f,ﬁ ' A gijﬁ;%w
e all s as G g 5
: s 4 Lizceh wed £
i B Ptiacy i foZ
S
ook B it Lk
o wray o
e
sy {;/&‘c?‘éﬂﬂmj | (MEW
o A al) Pua- B e g
= SN TSN AL
R b Ut e ints it LL DY

Lo frse ,:ff;,,ﬂ_wifj : ekl
m,{ Vel aatin: ;M’Lﬁu-i‘;ﬂﬂémﬁi
IS e olluw Loy 2 4“7 ﬂm%‘“ﬁé
oy A Izg{mgmgm?f! |
Qriledlb o Zoig 0l @ Leee I s sy peadiig.
“‘“?‘“”d“““" IR Lk o A
= il mf?mz‘wé
M)?M@MMM7 r,.;.,.' '_
t‘?’ma« m“'—ﬁa’"' ¢



Doveuber L3, 1933

Wy GEul wl. oBCretury:

My udbanu lusd usdod we Lo Loake
By with you Ghe followlig two yuestlons:

Cial Jou Let we wiow woil ls wie
stutus of e wissourd siver viversiou
Project?

ald0 1s it poealbie To wo oSlus
L.at thne assisteut Cowndlssiouvrsaly o
e Livah wiiloh ls wow Lelu Wy e wedddi
Woik 0 Petodasd Dy o weokdly edu Toat
Woweu wilil rTeceive noli of Lue jubs
unuer ar. sadueriwa's pled L10r ewploylig
useuyloyed toudiiors?

I hope tist you wiili souu bDe
resdeves uvi il pulu ana thot your very
Wl bl e wociloeat wiil ol dewy you
o0 Ly, ATO0W Yyull dedly uwublog.

Vouoy coruially gullis,

=3

Hon. Harold L. Ickes
vecretary. of the Interiur

/0
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My dear Mr., Becretary: mbrmﬁ

The President thought fou would be interested in
knowing about vhat being done in the Btnte

University at Fairsont, West Virginia. 1 went
down there last week because 1 had heard so mich
of the condition of the miners there,

The college people have done some splendid work
and have prepored many men %o go on farms and

they tell me that o great many of them are willing
and anxious to o back to the farm ne the majority
of them were lured from farms with the very high
wages of a few years 2go.

The Prasident thought this might b= 2 good place

to start and that perhaps it mould be a pood idea
to send some one down to get more detailed informa-
tion than I have,. The conditions there are
appalling, but the spirit and the murile are

good, and the people are doing everything they can
to help themselves - whole famllies are weaving,
making simple furniture, ete.

Very sincersly yours,

}2£i;b.3%v4;$¢+{$§T;{?ﬁﬁ£¢ﬁ£r¢#/
o doe 7 Ko ...

\;_F_-ﬁ_m



Januory 17, 19.4

Yy dear Mr., Secretury:
Is this nrolect belng considered unler
the Public Wworks Adrinistrrtlon?

Yery alncerely . ourms,

Honorable Harold 1. lckes
Secretary of Interior
Yashin~ton, ™. C. rlk



o BULUBLY &7, 4LPus ((

My dear Mr. Secretary: :

I could spesk quif& agslily
on March 31 if you will let me know the
hour. lowever, I feel thet there are
othier ponple who might uee the tirme
more profitebly, and if you can think
of come one whom you would yather have,

I will quite understand.

Very sinocerely yours,

Honoreble Harold L. Ickes

The Seoretary of the Interior
Washington, D. €,

T ——

oD



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

JAN 19 1934

Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The Whita House,
wWashington, D. C.

My dear Mps, Roosevelt:

Tentative plens are under consideration for the broadeasting
of a series of weekly thirty-minute radic progrems on national
parks over the Hationel Droedcasting Company's natwork during
March and April. &sssistant Secratary Chapmen and I each are
scheduled for & talk, &s are several national parks officials,

Should the broedcestins company finelly epprove the series,
would it be possible for you to find time in your busy schadule
to take part in this series, possibly on March 31 or April 77
Knowing your deep interest in social sorvice activities, it
peourred to me that perhaps you would tealk on the lmportent part
that perks, both state and national, play in offering recreational
and educationaml opportunities to family groups. 1 have asked the
Secretary.of the Nevy to cocperate through furnishing music by the
Navy or Merins band. &bout fiftesn minutes will be assigned to
each talk.

I trust you will be eble to lend this program your support,
as it is part of a movement aponsored by this Department to make
19734 g national park year,

Sincerely youra,

| faiaeh 2 et

. st Secretary of the Interior.

|



Fabruarr 6; L1954

Uear ir. Secretarys

Wiil you pleuse ses tuls
boy? He is & son of our fuuily
doctor in Lews York, who hus becu
our doctor Lor muny yeurs, aud we
ure vury dovoted to niw. i wli aure
Jou will fiud tue son & splanaid
yﬂrﬂnﬂ-

Very siucerely youl'dy ’

Hon. Harold L- Ickes
Secretary of the Interlor

Let. from Fred B. Sol D.

and one fraf NIs Son L. Houston Solley
25 East 92d Btreet
lNew York, N.YX.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

A)

P

FEB 121934

Yrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Tha Mite House.
ly dear lrs. Roosevelt:

I om delighted to learn from your letter of Jamaary 27 that
¥ou can arrange to speak over the radio on Meveh 31 on the subject
of national and state park use by family groups.

I have Just received word from the Imtionanl Broadcasting
Cowpany that the national park series of talls has been apnroved,
to be given over the blue metwork of vwhich VIRL is the loenl station.
Tie hiour 1s 10:00 to 10:30 pems Thirteen mimutes Love besn allotted
for the talk with armouncements and misie by the liorine Pend fill-
ing up the half l.our.

Should you desire any further Informtion, the publicity staff
of the 0ffice of lational Farks, hildings, and Reservations is at

your disposal.

Sincerely yours,

Hoer o€l 37 Lot s

L
Secretary of the Interior.




Februsry £7, 1954

MEMO HANDUM FOR SEORETARY 1CKES:

The President has msked hie
Unole, Frederic Delano, to talk to you
and report back to him whut you oan do
about the fund aveilable for slum
clesrsnce in the alleys in the Distriet.

ELEANOR ROOSEVHLT.

D



BUREAU OF THE BUDGET

WASHINGTON

FER 201934

Memorandum for the President,
On the Distriet of Columbia Alley Bill,

I am advised definitely that ir. Ickes will begin very soon
an expenditure of approximately $4,000,000 of Publie jorks funds
on two Diatriet of Columbim slum clearance projects, one in a
white and ons in & colored down-town section. Each of these will
cover four to six blocks of an elley-dwelling sres. Aside from
the direct valus of these projects in elimination of aslleys, they
should serve the purpose of demonstrating to Distriot authorities
and public-minded eitizens the walue of providing for further al-
ley eliminations ss municipal and philanthropic enterprises. This
geema to me &8 liberal end proper & Federal fund approach to the
solution of this problem as could be expected. .

There is, moreover, another line of attmok thet I am inclined
to think offers possibilities in the way of correcting elley hous-
ing conditions, and which will probably be necessary in any event
to prevent their resppearance elsevhere, and that is & new and
atronger housing law for the Distrist of Columbis that, within
constitutional limitations, will provide for removal of insanitary
buildings and require maintenance of sanitary conditions in remsin-
ing structures. Mr. Delsno is now pgiving some attention to thias
phase of the situetion; and the Public Utilities Commission of the
Distriet of Columbia, in response to & resolution of the Senate
Committee on the Distriet of Columbia, and aided by a grant of Civ-
1l Vorks funds, has been conducting recently a comprehsnsive survey
of houaing conditions throughout the Distriet, with & view to recom
mending legielation for their improvement. The Commisaion's final
raport and recommendations are not yet completed,

In the oiroumstanges, and in the abseoce of a recomuendation
by the Distriet authorities for the use of Distriet funds for the
purpose, I do not feel that any further astion should be taken at
this time that would be at veriance with the esction slready taken
with respect to the District mlley bill, .

C g

A



MAS. ARCHIBALD HOPRING
IBES HARBACHUSETTE AVEMUE
WABHINGTON, D, €,

February 16, 1934 Y:E;

Mra, Franklin D, Roosevelt
Thel White House
Washlington, D. C.

Dear Mras, Roosevelt:

The District of Columbia Alley Bill, from which |
we all hoped so much, is hanging in the balunce. Un-
less acmething helpful is done I fear that the re-
sults of all my efforts will be lost.

As you know, 1t was passed by the Senate last
spring. We all eonfidently expected it would be
passed by the House at the beginning of this asession.
Last March you wrote me of the President's interest
and his belief that the bill would pass., And again
in May, wfter a talk with your husband, you wrote "I
feel sure 1t wlll go through at the next sesslon!

And now 1t 1s being held up on the question
whether the loan is to be made by the federal treasury
or from District revenues, You will remember the dia-
cussion at the last meetlng of our Washington Commit-
tee on Hovalng over the message from the Bureau of
the Budget that the present phraseology is "not in
accord with the President's finenciul program." I am
told that thls phrase means that in the opinion of
the Duresu the loan should bte made from District
revenues,

At first glance thls mey seem a slight change,



2

MRS, ARCHIBALD HOPHING
TELE HARBACHUBETTE AWENUE
WABHINGTOMN, D, C.

but I am told it means that the billl cannot bLe
passed at this sesslon. That means it nmst start
all over agaln, for the passage by the Senate means
nothing ufter the present session ends.

If only we could get approvul from the Presi-
dent the bill would go through. The amount 1s
comparatively so small, its purpose 1s so definite-
1y in line with the President's recovery program,
the good 1t would do is so great,

EBecause of your continued interest I am ven-
turing to ask!your help agaln at this criticel |
moment when we seem in danger of losing all for
which we have worked.

Sincerely youra,

MiM%fé@

Charlotte Everett Hopklna

P. 5., I would come to see you in person, 1f you
could give me the time, except that I am
feeling so wretchedly that the Doctor will
not let me go even downstalrs.



Maroh £6, 1934

My dear Mr. Seoretary:

The Fresident has given me
your letter to him and I shall be
very grateful if you will have the
game srrengements mede Tor Easter
VYonday es have been mede in former
YyeaTs.

¥With meny thanks, I am

Yery sincerely yours,

llonoruble Herold 1. Ickes
The —ecrotary of the Interier
Washinsteon, D. C.

.

rs

o
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON

MR 29 iz

The Fresident,

The Whits Housa.
My dear Mr, Frasident:

For many years it has been the custom to open the grounds
south of the White House for egg rolling and games on HEaster
Monday. In former years, the grounds have been opensd between
9:00 A, M, and 3:30 P, M. to children ten years of age, or
under. Between 3:30 and 5:00 P. M. sdults ware adudtted to the
grounds, and a concert given by the United States Marine Corps
Band.

Information is requested ms to whether it la your desire
to have the grounds available this year for the same purpose

and the usual arrangements made.

Very truly yours,

Secretary of the Interior.




\ eunlt 35 4924 "f(\

s . h\ _..

| | i
Dial ar. cecrotulys

Thicid yol o0 G Lo suddag
e bhe curvaed vogeets. 1 bulud tuey

G i
whe porlevtly deldpiulliul caw L oL 80

plwbilul Lo yuw Lop/obala, Uica W

Wee & bl wrlbiuyg & A6CLur to wre Gulst.

Vory sluatorowy yull's,

Hou. Hurold L, Icges
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR I
WASHINGTON !

-

MEY 21 %4

krs, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House.

My dear krs, Roosevelt:

Viord hes just reached me that you plan to ba in York-
town on lednesdasy, Mey 18, as the guest of the local chapter
of the Daughters of the American Hevolution,

I trust thaet while you are there you may be ahle to
devote & 1little time to inspecting the interasting work
being done by the Naticnal Park Service through itz local
Colonial Hationel Monument steff, perticularly the archeolog-
iecal mnd other restoration work. B. Floyd Flickinger, Juper-
intendant of the NHational Lionument, who also will be a speaker
on the D. &, R, progrem, will be at your service and will bae
dslighted to escort you to ell the places of interest which

you heve time to visit.

dincerely yours,

i e

Secretary of the Interior.



/ Hon. Hurold L. fcses |
-ogcretary ol the laterior

say L6, L934 y }

LY

Deur wr. Secretury:

" Anls wowen 15 & really reilaple
PETSON Gud 1 hope sowetolllg caa be dune about
tuls project. Both tue rresident and 1 thing
it worthy or uuusLuer;tion'

Very sincerely jours,

A

Ene.
Let. ol May o6thn irowm mrs. Omeron H. Coollage
93 Maple dbtreet, Lutland, Verwont
Let. of spril <kd irom wrs. Cvollage
Let. Os hprili 5, from wiss mllen 8. wWrauton, hutlana, Vi,

apout the Hutliund free Library
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WONEN'S COMMITTEE - VERVONT
NOBILIZATION for HUKAN MNIZD8

Xre. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
wWwashington D.7.

Ky Jear Mrs. Rooseveltj=-

|
! Since assuming the chairmanship of the
Vermont Womwn's Committee of the lobilizatio: for Human Needs,
my faith in this uniting of women in an effort to iaterpret
gocial service and create an intelligent public opinion about :
it, has increased and my first enthusiasm atill abides with me.

It may interest you to know that the situation i1 my "tate is
quite different from that of most other states - our cities are
not large enough to be included in the Community Chests and Councils
and last fall Vermont had no chairman serving on Mr. Baker's comnittee,
I’y own plan for the Women's Division has been to continue thru the year
instead of making an iatensive campaign last fall. I have already
enrolled the chief officer of our principal women's organizations
in a central committee and am a“ding to the number as rapidly as
rnay be, hoping eventually to include every woman's organization
in the State, Thesep lerders cannot biand their groups to any definite
policy or activity, but because they are recognized lenders thelr
influence will »e effective nnd stimulate inter-st in their members.

Spmetime in the summer when motoring is feasible I plan for one
or more public meetings when each one of the women's organizations
may contribute to the conference. When you were in Vermont last
summer I believe you said you should come hack - it would he a
wonderful inspiration to us all if you could give =n hour frem your
busy 1life to these Vermont women - I promise any time and place
possible for you. Your coming would mean every thing to us - all the
aifference between success and failure in the winter of 1934 - I835.
Will you PLEASE consider it?

With confidence in your wish to say YES it it is at all possible,

saithfully yours,

M:‘DM } _QG;—-A;‘ML
(¥rs. Omeron H,
Chalrman Vermont Women's Committee

Yobilazation for Human Needs




Juna 13. 1934,

My dear Mr. Seeretary: ,Iﬂhﬂ—‘?

I mecant to write you lmmsdiately on my return from
Heedsville but ths days slipped by so quickly and I
an & 1little apologetic for thes delay.

I wantad to tell you how really delightful I thought
all the Tygard Valley and Hsedsville lay-out was,
Of courss, Reedsville with its houses built gives
ons an esntirely different impression but the land
at Tygart Valley looks 1liks exoellent land and
promises much for the future. I am very hopaful
that you will try to plam to go down for a might
with us sarly in August for I feel that after all
ths trouble and anxiety that this project has
caused you, you will get a sense of satisfaction
frem mesting the people and seeing how well it is
all turning out. Mr. Howe says ha will go too and
ons or two others ars anxiocus to ses it.

Mr, Baruch was tressndously impressed and is going
to bolp us fetmile# it the kind of experimsnt which
we would all 1ike to see. I kmow that you will be
£lad to hear of his interest.

The ipmesteadsrs ars most anrious to get into thelir
houses and I hope that the form of the contract now
bafors you may soom be approved so that they may
actually move in. Ons man said to mo he was grow-
ing homs sick for his houss,

Fleass plan for a trip down there cither the 4th and
Eth or the 65th and 6th of Angust.

Very cordially yours,



/ THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

Juna 15, 1924,

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: :

1 thank you indp_aﬂ; for your kind letter of June 12. 1
vaat woEy midh £5 sbe tHe Tygart Valley and Reedsville Projects,
end, a8 I gpee it now, it ought to be possible for me'to go dawn
there on either of the dates that you suggest, namely, the fourth
and fifth, or the fifth and sixth of August. I am really look-
ing forward to making this trip.

I will at once lock into the matter of the contract that
you refer to. It is not on my desk tut it 1s probebly being
gone over by the legal staff, I will try my best to expedite
this becsuze, of course, we do want the homesteaders to be sble
to move in withdut delay and with assurance of what thelr legal
rights end obligzations will be,

Mrs, Ickes was delighted with her trip and came back full
of enthusiasm, especially for the Reedsville Project.

Very sinceraly yours,
Secretary of the Intarior.

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The Wnite House.



June 18, 1934 |

My dear Mr. Seoretary:

I £4ind that I will be going
with Miss Cook and Miss Dickerman
stralght from here to Morgantown and
Reedsville on the 30th. If you are
not sailing with the Preaildent, and
oan get away (it is on Soturday),
would you like to motor over? Mr.
Hows think he would enjoy it too if
he feels well enough. You ocould take
sny one you like in your oar, spend
the night there, and go back the
following day. This is just a sugges-
tion s8 1 thought you would probably
prefer it to & visit with more people
%ntar one when perhaps it would be very

ﬂtl

Franklin tells me that he will
not be baok before August B5th or 6th,

on aceount of the delay, so if you camnot

oome with us on the 30th, can we change
the date to the 7th or 8th of August?

Yery sinoerely yours,

Honoreble Harold L. Ickes
The Seorstary of the Interior
Washington, U. C.

S5:DD



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

June 21, 1934,

My dear Mre. Roosevelt: |

1 have your letter of June 18, 1 should like to joln
you at Feedsville on the thirtieth and I will do so if I
can chenge plans already made for that weel-end. If I may,
I will let you know later, If I find I can't go, then I
will certainly want to go at a later date end I will try
to errenge it for the seventh or eighth of August 1f you
will let me mow just which of those two dates you expect
to go.

Very sincerely yours,

%Mfgﬁﬁ f{?t“‘"'{ e

Secretary of the Interior.

MUrs, Franklin D, Hoosevelt,
The Wnite House,



June 26, 1934

My dear Mr. Seoretary:

Mrs. Roosevelt has asked
me to send you the enclosed letter.
It seems to be a matter which would
oome under the Jurisdiotion of your
Department and she feels that you
could enswer 1t muoch better than she
could,

Yery sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mra. Roosevelt.

Honorable Harold L. Ickes
Seoretary of the Interlor
Washington, D. C, oD



; THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

v 7
\ : . June 28, 1934,
. 4

My dear Mre. Boomevelt:

I am very sorry indeed to say that I will not be able to
make the trip to Reedsville on the thirtieth. As I wrote you,
I have an engagement for that next week-end but whan your
latter came sugresting the thirtlieth for the BReedsvilla
viegit, I thought I might be able to rearrange matters. Un-
fortunately, I find that I can't do it without disturbing
unduly tne plane of others, so I muat forego the pleasure
oef the trip at this time. I repeat, however, that I do want
to go just ss soon as possible.

Sincerely yours,

796_‘.0::..6;5_%_/__.4*—-

Secretary of the Interior.

Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
The White House.



Letter rrumluru. V. G. Simkhovitch, 27 Barrow Street
N.¥., N.Y., § HousIng ana sIUM olearance oonditions in

New York

July 13, 1934

N0
0 ¥,

My dear Mr. Seoretary:

I think you know Mrs.
Simkhovitoh at least by reputetion.
She 18 & very energetic person who
grently dislikes to have enything |
slow up. I, of course, do not know
at all what has happened but I do
know thut you have had meny dirfri-
cultiea where Mr. Cohn wes concerned.
I think probebly that you know bet-
ter than I just liow to answer this let-
ter.

Mra. Simkhoviteh probably
would not write quite so frankly
were she to write directly to you,
but I think 1t 15 just as well to
have these things out in the open.

Very sincerely yours,

Honoraeble Harold L. Iokes
“Seoretary of the TrHtartts*

Washington, D. C. g: DD
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July 1y 1934

sne aid oot get &u opportusity to visit
tne amcricun Iodians ot Lae Low e

Wﬁ‘_ She arrived st we Foio ub.u

£ J0 Ouw Lho 9Th, Lo e grected vy -oout
tweuty o1 wore ,ﬁotﬂp&,me:a aid by weny
LoWapsRer wen end women wud the resulticg
crowd. She left at tea winuces witer
eleven for the notel, complevoly dla-
couraged, cod she wad able tu see ouly

& very fem things. She wustu we to tell
you how much ane regretteu ot beiuy

sbie to see the ludland.

Very sincerely juul'dy

Secretery to
4e Hoosevelt 5:0

lor
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y t’% THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
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o g 4B WASHINGTON
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July 17, 1934,
¢ ]
& f
L//F#

My dear Mrs, Rbosevelt: v

J Once more I am sorry to say that I willl have to pat

off my proposed trip to Tygart Valley and Reedsville, which
is on my calendar for.Augui.t T or B, In working out oy ve-
cation plens I find that if I am to get awsy st all, I really
ought to go this week end so 1 m'plﬂ:ming to leave Wash-
ington on Friday, the twentieth, for some three weeks. I
might not be willing to admit to the Presldent, btut I wlll

to you, that at last I reslly feel the need of a vacation;

g0 mach so that I am anxious to get awey Just ne soon ps I
ean, My trip to West Virginia is only postponed, however,
and I will meke it just as socon as I poseibly can.

Sinceraly yours,

Joorcel FeA

,._.____—-—-——"_""W
Secretary of the Interlor.

Mre, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,



Enclosed letter from Miss Franceu Depgmore
Hed Ving, Minn. to Sedretary Ickes
1 [
|
|

cepteuber 1, 1924

Wy dear Wr, Cecretary:

Lo there apy way in which monay
could be allotted to » thing of this kind
in the Indisn bureau?

Very dincerely sours,

Hon. Harold Ickes
of.-In
Washington, D. C.

|
\



At Byds Fark, N.T.
Soptember 8, 1934.

My dear Mr, Seorstaryl

I am golng to be asked about the
Enll.llrﬂlh homestead project at my first press
conference after I got back, und therefore, I
have written out a statement so that I will be
gure to say ths thing which you would ull like
me to say., I an snclosing a copy and hope
you will feel perfectly free to oriticise it and
I shall ba delighted to bave any suggestlons of
bhow to make it more comprehunaive.

Cordially yours,

The Ssoretary of the Interior |C.1(E 5
Yashingten, D. C.



cuplosbor ¥, lds4

My desr dr. Seoreturyi-

I sm planing to go dewa to loedeville
on the 1, of Uctober and wiay wntil the L4,
I um taking two ludios Aith we. 3

I as .omdering f you soull comsider
1tuﬂh@l-tutw;n§m-tdgoum
that week omd. R

Vury sincerely yours,

Secretary Ickes



Ootober 165, 1934

Ly deaxr Mr. Seoretary: {

lirs. Peroy Pennybacker is
gn old friend of mine in Texas and
sha has & son,, Pero E!_Punuybnukur.
Jre, I'«0. Box 97, swton Rouge, Loulsiuna,
#ho has done sole oxoellent work as an
engineer on a state job in Louisiana.
liomever, for the moment 1t 1s being
held up. Jle has s femily to support
and will shortly be without sny work.

Is there snything in the
Fuolehe which requires a really ood
enginver for which he could be ocon-
sidered? I would be most grateful
if you could have thls looked into.

Very sincerely yours,

fionorable larcld L. Ickes
The Secretary of the Interior .
Weshington, D. C. 5:DD



Lovauber Ly L9254

Dear krs Li.ed.

I au eucloslug a copy ol &
Lletter wiicu I wrotu to Wr. Hoper aud
Lls eloWols alll juu let S0up Oue ia
Joul UBgartue.t tell we whet L cun
wnswer?

Very sluCeruly youl'sy

Letter about prejudice apuinst negroes
from Melvin J. Chisum

5:0



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOM

NIV 15 |c34

- 'L\ =
| e
¥rs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, *
The White House.
My dear Mra. Roomevelt:

I have received your letter of Novembar 1, enclosing copy
of your Secretary's letter of October 18 to the Seoretary of
Commarce, and hia reply thersto of October 18, relating to the
complaint of Mre Melvin J. Chisum of the National Megro Fress
Aspociation, Philadelphia, alleging prejudice against Negroes
in connection with the appointment of operators for the eleva-
tors in the new Depertment of Commerce Bullding.

The force of elevator operators in the new Department of
Cormerce Bullding is composed of forty employees, thirty-six
of whaom are eolored and four are white. The question of race
in the matter of making appointments in this Depertment is not
considered, as all appointees are sslected from lists of eli-
gibtles certified by the Tnited States Civil Service Commission
and are appointed under its rules and regulations.

Sinceraly yours,



Mr. Melvin J. Chisum

NHational Negro Pross Association
733 North 489th Street
Philadelphia

Ponne



November 20, 1934

My dear Mr. Seoretary:

Mr,<i. A. Abbott, whom I
originally ‘amnended from New York
State, haa been on the West Frapkfort
job end I believe everybody in sight
has recommended him as general manuger.
If his work hes been found satisfeotory,
would you be kind enough to see if ur.
Burlew would consider his sppointment?

Very simoerely yours,

—

Honorable Harold L. Ickes
The Seoretary of the Intericr

oD

~






( Taim ﬂp!lngn. Gu.,
November 21, 1834,

Dear Mr., Seoretary: ’Icl( es

I am sending you the enclosed direct because
the Treasury apparsntly would be able to take
1t ober if they wished to do so. A puggeation
in the man'a letter that there is an industrial
sonoern whioh will have to have a new looatlon
this year :nd might gonsider satablishing Ghera,
makas Lt seem perhaps worth while 1lo:king into
ag A possible gubsistence homesteud. I do

not want to send 1%t direot to the homestead
divizion until you have had u chance to look

at it and perhaps ascertain by seeing the man
himself #haether the f.cts are correck =ni 1%

ig worth considering.

I would like to talk to you & minute when I

get baok if I may wbout u young cousin of

pine, Larry Waterbury, whom you were kind
enough %o give 2 position to down in Texus,.

He i afraid beocause he had some debts which
were agrumlated before pptting v job :nd for
which his oreditora have been bothering bhim

at the offloe, that he will be diciissed. I
think he has worked hard and hee been Tecommend-
ad for promotion although he hepn't received it.
Before you dismiss him, I would 1like 2 chance

to have a word with you about him.

It was so nice having you on the train vnd we
all enjoyed it. TYour future assistant” and
Tomoy 8end you A great aany mussages which
omnn hardly be translated into -orﬁn! I hear
that Franklin invited you o come down efter
we leave to go back with him, 1 wish you
might oome dowm vhile = are stlll here vefore
Thanksgiving.

Very cordially youra,



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

December 6, 1934,

Vrs., Pranklin D. Roosevelt, = i
The Wnite House.
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I hove not overlocked your interest in LUr. A A.
Avbott, Purchasing Agent and Digbursing Officer on the
West Frankfort (Illinois) project, who is now Acting
Project Menager., I am appointing him as Projec s Mannger
ot 33,600 per annum, his presant salary. As I exploined
to you lest Saturday, it will be necessary for me to Te-
duce the force otherwise owlng to the foct that we are
not going ehead with construction until spring. © You may
be interested to kmow that after Mr. FBurlew had explalned
gur plans to Congressman ¥ent Keller, the latter dld not
express opposition to the appointment of lMr. AbDott, even
though he comes from without the State. :

I ax creating a position here for Mr. Osthagen end

I I hove within the next few days to be able to report his

actual appointment.
Sincerely yours,
Heces POfd o o

Seeretary of the InterioT.



letter sent to Lawrence YWaterbury, Jr., Tyler Texss.

Degember 11, 1934

Dear Mr. Seoretazy:

Thunk you very much for
sending me the lntta; about Larry
veterbury. I em sendiig it on to
him at onoe.

Very sincerely yours,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes
The decretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 5:DD



Mareh 12, 1938

My ﬁllr Mr. Seoretary:

I am very glad to scoept
the lionorary Chairmanship of the
¥ashington Committee on Housing.
However, 1 ceannot promise to.nttund
the meetings regularly but will do
ac every opportunity I have.

Very sinsersely yours,

Honoreble Harold L. Ilokes
The Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

oD



FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATOR

OF PUBLIC WORKS
WASHINGTON A,

MAR —8 193§

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevalt
Honorary Chairman, Weshington Committee on Housing
Vhite House
Waghington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Roosewvelt:

In the course of developing o program for Washington,
the Housing Division of the Publiec Works Administration has
found the Weshington Committee on Housing very helpful.

It now seems desirable to recognize this Committee of-
ficielly, and for thet reason to ask the members to accept
the added responsibility of acting in an edvisory capacity
to the Housing Division.

I am enclosing, for your information, & list of the
membership of the Washington Committee on Housing.

T take pleasure in extending to you an invitation to
serve as Honorary Choirmen of the Washington Committee on
Housing in its new capacity, as you have served in the post.

Sincerely yours,

N g Adninistrater
rk o /
= A on
lF 1‘In
g t



P. W. 2896l

- Febrvary 25, 1935

WASHINGTON COMMITTEE ON HOUSING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelk,
Honomary Chalrman,
The White House,

Mr. Clarence Fnelps Dodge,
Chaimman, -
1645 3lst Street, H. W.,

Reverend Anson Phelps Stokes,
Vice Cnairman,
2408 Mass. Ave., N. W.,

Mr. J. Bernard Wyckoff,
Treasurer,
U. 5. Chamber of Commerce,

Mrs. Florence D. Stewart,
Sacretary,
BDP- ETI' Blildill;.

Mrs. Anna Archbold,
3905 Reservoir Rd., W. W.,

Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss,
3101 R. 5t., H. W.,

Heverend Robert W. Brooks,
1701 11th st., ¥. W.,

Hon. James As mhh,
D. C. Municipal Court,

Mr. FPrederic A. Delano,
Waticnal Resources Bd.,
Interior Hadg.,

DIr. Warren Fales Draper,
Azsistant Surgeon Genaral,
U. 5. Public Health Service,

Mr. William J. Flather, Jr.,
1508 H Street, W. W.,

Mrs. 0. Carroll Glover, Jr.,’
4200 Massachusetts Ave., N. W.,

gel. U. 5. Grant, 3rd,
Fort Dupont.
Delaware

Mrs. Archibald Hopkins,
1626 Magsachusetts Ave., N. T.,

Major Campbell C. Johnsen,
1816 12th St., W. W.,

Mr. Joseph D. Keufman,
10056 Pennsylvania Ave., ¥. W.,

Mr. Leifur Megnusson,
34 Jackson Place, N. W.,

Mr. Stanton 0. Peelle,
Counsel,
1422 ¥ S5t., H. W.,

Mr. Lawrence F. Schmeckebier,
722 Jackson Place, N. W.,

Mr. Joseph P. Tumalty,
1317 F S5t., H. W.,



i s ()

Dear Mr. Searetary:
This man Oain is engaged to the
danghter of a man in our village. If an
eprortunity is open whioh he can £111,
will you have him in mind?
S8ineerely yours, mn

Honorable Harold L, Ickea
430 -Clatbponts e
Washiagton B8~ Sec'y of the Interior

Mhﬂm&jn. Hemaqua Camp SP-9-C, Loveland, Colo,
Wants secretarial, steno, or acoounting work in Interior Dept.
where he has filed an application.

Three letters sent: one from Vietor A. File Vet. 000 Company 1BEE
recomuending the above; o¢me from R.W.Cain,to Mra. Roosevelt
and-Mise-Sehedder, regarding mssistance in gotting work.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 11, 1935,

UEMORANDUM FOR MRS. SCIEIDER

Will you be good enough
to speak to the Secretary lnstead of

the Preeident speaking to him?

ul A‘ L'I
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Namaqua Camp SP-9-C,
Loveland, Qolorado.
February 26th, 1935.

Mra. Malvina Schelder,
White House, I
Washington, D.C.

My dear ¥re., Schelder:

I am enclosing herewlth a letter to Mra. RooBe-
velt which I am asking be handed her by you. Heallzing
the enormous amount of correspondence handled by both you
and Mrs. Rooesevelt, I made the letter extremely brief.

¥y intended father-in-law, Mr. George L.Wllliams
of Hyde Park, ie writing you regarding this matter. I am
Beeking an appointment in the east, and my marriage to his
daughter, Beatrice, will depend upon the success of my
application.

In additlon to my references, which can be
checked through the offlces of the Secretary of the Ine-
terior(Appointments) I am enclosing a letter from Mr. Vietor
A. Flle, Educational Advieer of Company 1822 Veterans CCC,
Camp SP=-9-0, Loveland, Colorado.

Thanking you kindly for thie favor, I am

neerely yours
Re U fain
chard W. Cain.



Lay 1, 1935 | i
f
L

Dexr lr. Scereturys

Thung you very wuch, for tie
faterast you Love tuden I Richurd
MMlzins Cain., I a wfeall I ald Lo
TaZe Gyoacll cleuxr ia ay first .ote, u3
tiie young maa 1s anxious to sot.in Jome
And of worg in the caat. le 13 going to
be murrled to a Hyde Parc 2irl ...l .zither
o' t' aa wlshes to b: so fur frou howoe
surroundiags. I '  restaing ta rrouple
you tupther bacauss I au always intorestod
1. helping young tilags to got sturted.

Vory sineerely yours,

Hon+ Harold L-}Iekes
Secretary of the-Interior

50



FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATOR
i ,  OF PUBLIC WORKS
WASHINGTON

April 27, 1935,

lrs. Franidin D. Roosevelt,
The Waite House.
My dear lrs. Roosevalt:

Reference is made to your lettsr of lnrch 18 in the
interest of Mr, Bichard Wilkine Caln. I am glad to advise
you that I have apnointed Mr, Cain as field clerk under
the Public Worlcs Administration with hesmdcvarters in Denver,
Colorado. His assignment to duty in connection with this
eonointment should follow shortly.

Sincerely yours,

Administrator.




tta 8, 1935 /

Dear ir. Sccretery: i
¥ [ L .

Thenk you wory much for
your note aboutjiiss Adduus, I wos
very ha,py indeoed to lizve au oppor-
tunity to pay tribmte to her, .3 I
nuve widsired her trosecdoualy ror
muny vears, [ thing the diuner wos
¢ grond success and am sura sne oust
h.ve gone uway foeling greatly cou-
~engated for «11 she lLas doue.

Vary cordlally yours,

Hon, Harold Le Ickes

50
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

May 3, 1935,

Uy dear Mre. Roosevelt:

" 1 am sorry 1 d4id not have an opportunity last evening to
pay my respects to you and tultull you how mach I liked your
fine tribute to Miss Addams. When you camé in I went up to
meat both you and Wise Addams but the battery of camera men
were about to go into amction and so I discreetly retreated.
Aftar adjournment I started forward again but by the time I
got to Miss Addams you were on your way out and I couldn't
get through the people who wers surrounding you. BSo I take
this opportunity to tell you that I thought you made a speech
that was both fine and appropriate to the cccaslon.

It quite warmed my heart to see such a turnout inm honor
of Migs Addamg. She has been an inepiration to me during all
the years that I have known her, and. I can recall some rather
traglic periods when she was not greeted with the acclalm that
was so spontansous last night. It all goes to show that stead-
fastness and character will win out in the long run.

With personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

Mfﬁ? s

Mre. Franklin D. Roosavelt,
Tha White Houass.



Jrauary 7, 1936

M T LR T soercturys

' |1 ca very happy indeed to
cive permlssion to huava oy name vaed
for the iaanricl to liiss Addams,

Vory cordinlly Jours,

Hon. Hafuld L. Ickem

50



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

. |

January G, 1935,

MEMORANDUM FOR
YRS, SCHEIDER

The President eays it ls
all richt for Mrs. Roosevelt to do

this,



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

Jamary 2, 1938

¥y dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I have shown this letter to the President and he at cnece
sald that it would be improver for him to permit his name to
be used in comnection with an spneal for funds. He thought,
however, that it might bte nossible for ¥you, if you were
willing, to allow your name to be used, and at his suggestion
I am asking you 1f you will be pood encugh ts consider this
patter, and either let me lmow or write directly to Mra.
Bowen. The President said thet ha might be able to write n
letter commendatory of Mise Addams and what she stand for,
without, howewver, makinz any apoeal for funds, wh.i:‘h letter
might be used by the Committee.

I wenture to hope that you will find it possible to
permit the use of your name.

Sincerely yours,

£ o
st =5,
e e

Secretary of the Interior,

Ura, Fronklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House.

Enc.



1430 ASTOR STREET
CHICAGD

December 23, 1935.

Hon. Hareld L. Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior,
Washington, D, C, —

My dear Mr. Ickes:

Perhaps you know that since Miss Addams' death,
it has been decided to raise a memorial for her which could
be invested and the incomé used to carry on her work at Hull-
House. Some money has already come in but now we want to
make a nation-wide campaign, using the names of very prominent
people on the appeal.

Would you be willing to be the head of a Committee
or conatitute yourself s Committee of One to ask the President
and Mrs. Roosevelt if they will consent to the use of their
names on the appeal? I em enclosing you a dummy of the appeal.
This is just a proof, prepared in this manner to show the way
in which the names will be used.

If the President and Mrs. Roosevelt will consent
(and I do not know at all whether it is a proper thi for
him to have his name on an appeal of this kind or nc:f then
we will proceed at once to ask the other peonle whose names
eppear on the dummy, and it will immediately go out. We have
some committees already formed in a few of the large cities
with prominent men in charge, and Mr. Sewell L. Avery, who is
Chalrman of our Committee, believes that we will have a large
response. If you feel you can act as a Committeec of One, or
head a Committee to make this request at the White House, we
shall be very grateful to you.

I have not told you how we appreciate the Memorial
to Miss Addame in the Jane Addams Houses, which, of course,
is owing to you. These houses will be a lasting memorial , and
if Hull-House can get enough money to keep its work up, there
will be on the West Side a Housing Project and a hospitable
Center for the people of the neighborhood which will keep her
memory alive through the years to come.

I know your days must be very lonely, and I think I
have never told you how glad I am to be able to think of Mra.
Ickes as she was shen she vielted lies Addams and me here last
winter. She was 80 charming and so delightful, and we enjoyed
having her here so much.

Sincerely yours, =
I’.-.IM—“’I{{;‘ET f’évh’f-ﬂ-m__

(Urs. Joseph T. Bowen)



February 25, 1936

Uy dear lr. Secretary:

,i'lalter White haa written to
me that he has aska {au to speuk for
them on the 5th of July, and I hope,
if you can, you will do so, but I do

not want to urge you to do auything
wiiieh you do nut} fecl you want to do.

Very cordially yours,

Hon. Harold Ickes
Secretary of the Interior



HATIONAL OFFICERS
* presibaRT
4. E, SMmasem

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Dn, Lous T, WRiGHT

.

S e

THEASURER
Wany WHITE OVINGETOR

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE Clmaeha el
69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK mor Wik
TELEFHONE: ALaoHouis 4 3881 WILLIAN ;::::'

BINECTOR CF BRANCHES

Dassy E, LaWFEIN
FIELD SECEETARY

CHanLEs H, HousToN
APECIAL COUNBEL

| 15 Juawima E. Jacksow
BPECIAL AREIRTANT TO THE
BECRLTARY

BOARD OF DIRECTORS [
Atlants A, T, Waldan 4]

Balmers  Out 2o ',;

Jossph Priscs Loud
Minsa, Prof Manley O, Hudsor
Charleston, W, ¥a. T, 0. Nuitar

Chilsas P amaphs 7, Michalsan
e g ey
Ianres L. H. Lighipar
Isekrakk gﬂ::mﬂ. iy D
Emporis, Esa, Wililam Allsn While
Hewnrk, N, J, Oruce B Fendsrson
Hew Yerll HEHILJJ-II‘EI
mﬁ%
p,m"'gimmm
Law B, Gaanstl °
Do witlss Yiera tmse
griggé??ﬁﬁ?“
fﬁﬁ%@gﬁu
m!l#:_lh
De. s T 3
Norlbamples, g, Willlam Allas Hellsan
rhlakions Roscon Dhanjes
1"hbladel phils Lamdors Marils
Bt Louls Bldney R Radmond

Apringleld, Mass., Rav, Willlam H. Dallarry
Topeka, Kaa. Moa Arthar Cappes
Waon, Texna B D. Evazs

Washlagion LTSS Bamird Russet

HATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTER
Arther B. Bplngarn

g4 Slears W o

|

e

dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

1t brings most aisappointing news but your
letter of February 19th is so graclous in explaining
why you think it wisest not to accept the invitation
to speak on July 5th that 1 can almost forgive you.
1 understand, however, exactly how you are placed
and though 1t will be a great loss not to have you
with us I am grateful to you for considering it.

1 shall be in Washington on next luesday,
the £5th, and have written to ar. lckes asking him
to see me at which time I am going to ask him to
speak. 1 am hoping that he will be able to do so0.
If you and the President do not deem it improper to
do so 1 would be grateful if you would indicste to
nim your hope that he may accept.

And will you be good enough to tell the

President that 1 have had a further letter from the
Attorney General informing me that he has completed
nis study of the possibilities of action against the
kidnapers of Claude Neal in the light of the Supreme
Court decision in the Gooch case. Mr. Cummings asked
me to come in to see him when next 1 come to washing-
ton and I have written him that 1 cen do so next
Tuesuay, the =5th. It will pe interesting to learn
of the possibilities of action.

i:'.var(i—nj[alE -
Mrs. Eleanor hoosevelt

The white House Secretary.
Washington, L. C.

s CLY

27¢h ANNUAL CONFERENCE, BALTIMORE, MD., JUNE 30th - JULY 5th, 1936

ENDORSED By THE HATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK ’
How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?
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1. J H'y-._;e l"nrk. H{I-
August 1., 1933,

V'y cear ¥r, Secretary: Teres

Lre, dary MoLeod Bethune, whom you will
X6 enbaT, T Ui sure, L¥ought Lrs. Join
Hope frowm Atlanta, ﬁtargiu,-tu Bag e

Yhdtﬂru:uf-

Tiere 1z & low coet houvin project wulon
is nearin: completion ot Atlanta. There
ig 2 prest wope that thle wey be npuds o
-demonatration center nd for winy yedrd
Mrs, Hone hry vorcea oud n scheme for
vorg with her own peonle to raice their
Btundards or livin .

1 wonder if you would be willin: to tuke
an intereat iu this ana nuﬁﬁaﬁt Lo The
local eowmsittee tnut Mra. Hope mipht be
i velusble uroject manager? She would
ratiably wanut one or twWwo Booigl woriers
ty help her «nd I thouwght that could be
workea out Ghrouw h w.P.A. 1T you ure
intereateu, I will be glza to see wiat
I can do throuh bthwe ", P.5.

I aw surdg thet rfro, Houe wnu Lus, Jetoune
will be wery plau %o o to see you if you
want to tal. it over wita thew or tnay
cdn Bend you the wateriul describlung livs.
Hope's uethod of work which she has tried
out and fouwwi suoccesstal,

I do think it is wore important than uny
toing: elses to wake a really succeasful
cguone .rution in colored housing. Ia
the first place I think the housiny con-
ditions in the various cities . .ere we
hava large colored [roups ure probably

T



woreée than they are for low income white
groups and thies has meant that the stand-
ards of 1171:5. the knowledge of how to
ke hom=s a control their chiliren ise
probably at & lower ebb in these districts.
For that reason it seems to be very lmpor-
tant to do & good job in selection znd in
the 2seistance given people to help them—
gelves to make good,

Very sincerely yoursa,



October 31, 1936

Uy dear Mr, Secretary:

Thauk you very much for | .~
your letter of October 21 .ud lor
your conslderution of the letlers
irom irs., John Hope, which I seut
you. I am sure Mes. Hope wlll bLe
interested in the project us you lave
outlined 1t.

Very sincerely yours,

L_Hor}' l_ig_mld._.l.‘-—fdtea---——)
Public Works Administrator

,)4?5' John Hope
—AtImnta, oo

¥ -

41¢4a%ULILLI0
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N
FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATOR G
OF PUBLIC WORKS LAY S
WASHINGTON 3
( e

- Mrs. Frenklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House.
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I thank you for your letter of Qotober 4, with which you
enclose a letter from Mrs. John Hope.

If the Public Works Administration were to bulld the
commmity house suggested we should be obliged to charge its
gost to the tenants of the University Housing Project in the
form of increased rents. Although I am aware of the great
need for an adequate auditorium, I do not belleve that we
oould justify the construction of such a building on this basis.
nlhm-duonthatmtlmuldbtuutufpmpﬁrtimtuuu
benefits received. I have hopes that, in time, some other
agency cen be persuaded to provide this vitally needed building.

We have included in our operating budget an amount to pay L
for a social end recrestional progrem for the tenants and %
Mrs. Bethuns has approved generally the program proposed. We
ghall certainly consult with Mre. Hope in the development of
this program., Although the salary is necessarily emall,

Mrs. Hope might be interested in directing the commmity work. \
However, it would be premature to make such an appointment be- ; 7
fore we had selected the housing manager and determined axactly

how the position should supplement his work.

I sincerely regret that the construction of a commmity \
building by the Public Works Administration does not seem feas- '
ible, but I assure you that Mrs. Hope will be given every con- v
sideration both in the development of the commumnity and recrea- \ % L

tional program and in the appointment of a person to assist the -,
management with this work.

Sinceraly yours,
%@ﬂf‘é’_?"ﬁ:ad s

Administrator.




ATLANTA UNIVERSITY
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

GrAti b

Chicago, Illinols
Beptember 29, 1936

Y

¥rs, F. D. Roosevelt
White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

In the conferenos in New York which Mrs. Bethume, and I were
privileged to have with you, 1 spoke of the need of the continuation
of the work of the Neighborhood Union, in Atlanta. At our oonference
‘in Washington where we discussed Sccial Service in the Virgin Islands,
1 gave you a type-written description of the work of the Neighborhood
Union in Atlanta during the past twenty-flive years. Before our con-
ferempe in New York Mrs, Bethune sent you a type-written copy of the
work of this organization.

The success of this organizetion was in part due to the fact
that we had been able to build & small Neighborhood House which served
as a center for our activities. Unfortunately, this house was loocated
on the site seleoted for the Negro Housing Project and therefore hed
to be demolished,

The need for the type of community work dome by the Nelghbor-
hood Union is grester now than it has ever been and will becoms in-
oreasingly so as the six hundred and seventy-five faumilies move into
the new project. I think it most desirable that the tenants in the
project become integrated with the rest of the commmity. There is
now no provision made in the whole community for the holding of com-
munity mestings--no much-needed meeting place or auditorium.

Mr. Iokes' letter of August 27 to you and the faot that there
is no cormunity house make it quite clear that neither the Fublie
Work Administration nor the Project will be able %o tuild and maintain
& commmity center. Ve are therefore asking you to help us to get the
Works Progress Administration to undertake the building of & Neighbor-
hood House as & relief snd recreation project for the Negro eitizena
of Atlanta. In sddition to the building, we would need an expert staff.
We disoussed this, you will remember, when we talked of the Socisl Serv-
{ce demonstration we hope to make in this commumity of Negroses.

1
416450071230

b



Mrs. F. D. Roocsevelt -2 = September 28, 1936

I believe, Mrs, Roosevelt, that you are comvinoed as to my
gincere interest in the social service phase of the Projeot, and if
I should be considered for any position anywhere at all in the Froj-
sot, 1 should 1ike for it to be in connection with the social serviece
phase, I am trying to make this clear, mot only to let you kmow that
I would be interested in that phase, but also to correct any impres-
slon that was somehow oreated that I waa seeking the position of Man-
ager of the Frojeot.

| Would you advise that we discuss this matter further with
the Administrator of the Looal Works Frogress Administretlion? A
1ittle assistence here from you would mean much in owr attempt to
get this much-needed community house snd staff for the underprivi-
leged Negro citizens of Atlanta.

Apprecisting your interest and hoping for an early reply,

I am
Very sincersly yours,
Wi o foam o tee, o,
Mre, John Hope, I;r.
Jhsb

F. 5. The recent illness and death of my slster in Chicago has pre-
vented this letter folleowing my telegrem as olosely ag I had
hope.

4l1e:500112'36
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January 18, 1937

Dear Mr, Ickes:

This wan was with you. Could
you give him work? His wifc sounds
deaperate.

Vory sincerely yours,

3;_Hrs. Bobert Allison Evans
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60 West 162nd.8t.,[
New York, New York.
January 14, 1957.

My dear Misms Schelider 1

Firet, pleass let ms eay that after
reading the Column last evening, my sincere wish ls for Mra.
Roosevelt's health = the perfect strength we all msscolate
with her. My note of January Sth. was written after Epipha-
ny services and it means quite a lot to me that an answer
was here last night after I came in from a meeting of the
Women's Auxiliary.

It is diffteult to avoid the appearance of being
self-sesking but seelng the dragnet tighten more with each
day, I fortunately was driven almost mad by hearing, shall
I eay, a professional Church woman of the highest standing
explain what she does with appeals. My mind shot to Mrae .
Roosevelt and when I reached home, my note went off. I am
truthful in saying I hardly thourht ehe would have time to
answer anything so vague. I kmow gho will understand all I
would say but it muet be kinder to resist. .

Briafly, my husband and I have passed the weridian
of 1ife. We have two sons, one running an elevator s.d otudy-
ing art, the younger an honor student at Trinlty School on a
scholarship endowed by Blshop Manning.

My husband is a mining engineer of thirty years' ex-
perience. He was employed by the Lehigh Valley Coal Co. of
Wilkes Barre, Pa., for twenty—one years and in November, 1971
he was obliged to resign due to the disaffection of Lhe pres-
ident who, quaintly, was the Oodfather of our younger son.

Equipped with only a high echool esducatlon, my lLus=
band had gone up through the ranks to the position of Chief
Mining Enginesr and then had been appointed supsrintendent of
mines producing over one million tons per year, and with su~
parvislon over three thousand mine workers.

After twenty=-one years of honorable and efflcient
gervice, he was given one homr's notice to get out. Citizens
of all classes and creeds pent messages of protest to the New
York head of the corporation but he placed the responsibility
on the local chief.

bk | 17
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My hugband trled to secure a hearing before the New
York head of the company but was unsuccessful. One of the large
coal companies gave him employment and we moved from Pennasyl=-
vanla to New York Olity.

Mr. Evans had been very prominent civically = sub
ghalrman of the Red Crose Drive, colonsl of the mines' divig=
ion of the Community Welfare Chest, president of the Mining In-
stitute, vice-president of the Firet National Bank, treasurer of
the Road Taxpayers' Association, vice preslident of the Chazbar
of Commerce, Trustee of the State Hospltal, member of the Mins
Foremens' Examining Board and other amotivities too numerous to
mention. His morale was not broken but he suffered intensely
from the injustice of the system.

He remained with the second coal company for a year
and a half and then attempted to promote a mining property in
which he wae intersated. The Anthracite industry is not friend-
ly to entreprensurs, as the control of the eccal lands 1s rigldly
monopolistic, only seven companies controlling 96% of the whole
tonnage. Mr.Evans made a brave effort to operate his property
but wae blogked by the flnanslal interests. He was constralned
to abandoen his mining venture and returnsd to New York City as
a consultant.

Posalbly he erred at this polnt of his career, (1935),
for he challenged the industry by accepting a coomission to ex-
amine the affairs of Burns Bros.(largest Anthracits coal dis-
tributors), who had petitioned bankruptocy under 778 for obvious
reasons. However, he threw down the gauntlet and carrisd the
fight back to his original employer, the Lehigh Valley Coal Cor-
Peration.

After voluminous corrsspondence with the New York
head of the Corporation, he succesded in securing an offer of
a hearing to review any indictments that may have warranted the
actlon of the company in 1931. It developed however, that the
hearing was to be held bef'ore the present cperating head of the
company and that the holding corporation would aceept no respons=
ibilitys Thle wae not acceptable to my husband as he and the
gald operating head grown up together in the company and had
been friends for twenty years. However, the exchange of let=-
tera had furnished a clear vindication, the main object of the
sontroversy.

During this pericd, Mr.Efans wrote a volume of verse,
portions of which were published in the New Masses and The New
Republic, (see snclosure). He lashed out furicusly, in verse,



at the Liberty League, Supreme Court decislons, &c¢., in The

Daily Worker, under the pen name of Robert Eades. In The New

Republic of January 6,1937, he has an editorial on the bootleg
mining situation in Pennsylvania.

During 1956, we had a blessed respite from the ocark=
ing responsibilities of our struggle. Mr.Evans was appointed
a Resident Engineer Inspector under PWA, in charge of two school
bullding projects in Pennsylvania. Unhappily, this work ended
in November and we have agaln reached a point of desperation.

My husband haes vainly made the rounds of the employ=
ment agencles, answered ads and followed up lsads supplied by
friends but he is in an anomalous position where his vigorous
personality causes employers to look askance at him whan he
aPpliss for a modest position and, on the other hand, no em-
ployer will consider him for an sxscutive post when they learn
that he has fought the system. Rellef is out of the question
because of changing residence. We are losing ground dally and
must depend on the loyalty of my sister who holds a modest
school elerkship and who is already overburdensed with the re=
sponeibility of providing for my mother and my widowed slster.

We are well informed on the social implications of
the day having just read Bowers' "Jefferson in Fower", Arm-
strong's "We or They", Gilbert Seldes' "Mainland® and Lang~
don-Davies' "Short History of the Future". We are solid Church
paople and beliave Lhat mere philosophical and sclentific anal-
ysls of the sooial’ls not enough.

But our ehip ie perilously near the reefs and I am
appaaling for help before we are wrecked and become mers flot=
saz and jetsam in the scolal sea. 3urely, thers must be some-
where in this vast scheme where a man of my husband's practical
and artistio caliber will fit. Hotwithstanding his.attalnments,
I can assure you that he would take up a plok and shovel in pur=
suit of a livable wage.

Sincerely,

Mra.Robert Allison Evans.
Misa Malvina T.Scheider i
Becretary to
Mra.Roosevelt
The White Houss
Washington, D.C.



Aoril 8, 1937

Doy Mr. Sccretory:

I farpgot to tell you the other day
how mach inoreazed T was hy the hoanltel
for tuberenltr Indiens in Thawnee, Oilshom:.
Tt see~ed to 2@ very woll run »nd the doeter
wed 4 neck friendly contict with the natlenta.

T d4d Peel, ho=ever, th.t the cccuniti-nal
theray —cri »icht he 7ede of more vilue 1 they
¢ uld develon zome of the arts, in wvhich acoe of
the Tndl s mat hoee s111, 0 do o 1litile
vgtter work than s being done t the -reaent
tize. They eculd then, T thin<, h ve & hetter
o-rt for whet they m=ke.

Very alncorely yours, £0

The Honore=ble Hareld L. Ickes
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

iirs. Fronklin D. Hoosewolt, \F f

The lhite House.
ly dear iirs. Hoosevelt;

I have received your letter of April 5 relative to yuuur
recent visit %o the Shawnee Indian Sanatorium ond wish to thank
you for your sugpestions for improwving the occcupational therapy
department of that institution.

It is gratifying thet you found time during your busy trip
to visit the Indian Senatorium and I fully appreciate your help-
ful suggestions with reference to the occupational therapy work.
I sent youwr letter to Commissioner Collier and he assures me that
instructions will be issued to put into effect the changes you
have in mind.

Sincerely yours,

s s -

Seoretary of the Interior.



Hovember B7, 1937

My dear Mr. Seoretary

| Nould you be good encugh to
tell Mpra. Roosevelt what the chanosa might
be of eatablishing the Negro Park whioh 18
desoribed in the emolossd letter?

Very sinosraly yours,

Malvina T. Soheider
Becretary to
Mra. Roosevelt

E. W. Hale, Shelby County Commissioners, Memphis, Tenn.

Hopnorable Harold L, Ickea
The Sesoretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C. -

-



December 22, 1937 (

My dear Mr. Ickea:

Thank you so much for your report
a ﬁwwtu._ I would appraciate
it v much if you would kmep me informed of
any improvemsnts which might be forthooming
after the present investigation is over.

Vary sincerely yours,

Hon. Harold L. Ickes

oD



‘,lr\{'}? ,rJ

6
x""? ' ry
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR {&}p f**‘/H
WASHINGTON JJ ; e
[] o .
Decerhar 1??/& . " L

4
VR

The White House, i
Washington, D. C.

ﬂ"gf %
My dear lMrs. Boosavelt: { ko

Your letter of December 14 regarding Freedmen's Hospltal has been
recelived.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roocsevelt, n‘l j_)\'
f

I arree ne to your viewpoint. For a long while I have endeavored
to improve conditions at Freedmen's Hospital not enly to ralse the
standards of the mureing schosl but to provide more adequate and effi-
clent service to the patients. The difficulties are fisecal and admin-
igtretive. Dr. Jones, the new Surgeon in Chief, when he took office,
realized many of the defecte of the institution which had growm up
throurh the years rnd feels a deep sense of responsibility in correct-
ing them. I have recommended budgetary ineremses each year aince I
have been in office, and while some rellef hns been glven, it has been
inadequate,

About a year ago I arranged for an investigatlon by Doctors Smith
snd Robinaon of Johne Hopltine University, tut unfortunately I have not
been able thus far to ecarry out thelr recommendation, which was to
transfer the administration of the Hospitel te Howard University.

The Burean of the Pudget fortunately secured the services of Mr.
Richard Mackenzle, a speclalist in hospltal administration, who made
o brief survey of Freedmen's Hoepital along with other Federal insti-
tutions within the last three or four months. At the concluslon of his
temporary appointment with the Pureau of the Pudget, I wae able to se-
cure his servicee for a period of two monthe to make an intensive study
of the administration of Freedrmen's Hospltal, which has been going on
gince December 1. He is having the full cooperatlon of Dr. Jonea, and
I am hopeful that mich good will result from his work.

Sincerely yours,

Srnotd T

- —

Secretary of the Interior.




Lecember 14, 1937

Doar Mr. Secretary:

A long whiie ago I muant to write
ana ask you whnt could be done about improving
the colored hoppital here. I was told in
Harlem, with & preat desl of bitterness, that
no colorsd grocuste norse from here could be
consfdered aa & nurse In pood standing snywhara
elees. Ii ssema to me that that is ratlicr un=
fortunate ond 1t would be a tremencdous help,
T thing, to the colored people s = whole 1T
the standards of the hospital eould be raised
and make the diploss mean something worth rhile.

Very asinceresly yours,

The Honorable H. L. Ickes
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U.5. Department of Labor i October 19, 1937.
Children's Bureau

Facte Indicating the Need for Better Care for Mothers and Babies—
Dr. Edwin F. Daeily, Director, Maternal and Child-Health Division.

Mo matter what method of statistical procedure is used to compute
maternal mortality rates, the United States retains an excaedingly
high maternal mortality rate as compared with other countries.

I. Magnitude of loss of life of mothers and babies resulting from, and
essociated with childbearing.

The number of maternal deaths due directly to pregnancy eand child-
birth was 12,544 in 1935. Additional deaths of pregnant women
which were due to other causes raised the totel number of
deaths connected with pregnancy and childbirth to 14,2896,

Deaths of women which were comnected with pregnancy and
childbirth ..cccieserecnensraess e T e e L

5ti11births (babies born demd)....cceeceeeees R by U aesae T 4119

Babies dying inm the [irst month of life ms & result of
caupes arising during pregnancy or at t!.mg of delivery.. 56,262

(These represent 8,190 of the 69,834 babies who died
in the firet mnnth of 1ifa)

Total deathe of mothers and deaths of babies
in the firet month of life from causes asso-
ciated with maternsl conditions.......ccvreremrieeennn 147,677

This total loss of 147,677 lives of mothers and babies about equals
the population of Scranton, Pa., or Springfield, Mass. Loss of
lives from there causes was second only to loes of lives from
heart disease.

Dr. Fred 5. Taussig estimates 700,000 abortions annually in the
United States. Probably many maternal deathe following oarly
abortione go unregistered ms such.

The steadily declining birth rate makes this loss of life of even
groater oignificance. There were approximately 2,200,000 babies
born alive in the United States in 1935. lppruximnta{y 19,000
feggr birthe were registersd in 1936 than in 1%35.
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III.
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Are maternal deaths preventabla?
One=half to two-thirde of maternal deaths are preventable.

A preventable death ie one which should not have occurred if the

patient had sought and received competent medical and nursing
earo throughout pregmancy and at the time of delivery.

Preventability has been reported in the following maternal-mortality

studiess
Percentage of maternal deaths preventable
New York City, 1930=32 .......cicccamrmmssnnssassesansnnanancasne. 8348
Philadelphia, 1931=33 . ...ccccimrimasinnansnrrannsnananeananeacas 36,7
Alabema (Birmingham, and Jefferson County) 1931-35  78.7
Saven tities on PacIfic Coagt, 1933=34...cccccnununs assssss B840

Are stillbirths preventabla?

A Children's Bureau study of 6,750 stillbirthe showed that in 21

percent of the cases toxemin of the mother was a cause of death,
according to the physician's report. Prenatal care throughout
prognancy will prevent many of these deaths. Syphilis is the
cause of many stillbirths, which may be prevented by adequate
treatment of the mother during pregnancy.

Are deaths of infents under 1 month of age preventable?

More than 80 percent (56,262) of these deaths resulted from causes

arising during the prenatal peried or from injuries received at
birth.

Infant mortality rates have been materiamlly lowsred but feor 20

years there has besn no reduction in the mortality rate of infanis
who die in the first day of life.

To what extent are mothers receiving adequate care?

In the Children's Bureau maternal-mortality study in 15 States, which

coversd 26 percent of the total maternal deaths occurring in the
United States in 1927-28, it was found that less than 1 percent of
the mothers that died in the last 6 monthe of pregnancy had re-
coived care which is considered adequate in the prenatal period.
Fifty-four percent had had no prenatal examination by physician.
Seventy-seven percent of the women who died in the last third of
pregnancy had had no prematal care or poor care. Forty percent of
the women who died in urban areas, compared with 64 percent of the
women in rural areas, had had no prenatal examination.



VI. What is now being done in maternal and child-health (MCH) services
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under the Social Security Act? |

A Division of Matermal and Child Health has been organized in every

State, Alaska, and Hawaii, and the District of Columbia, with &
medical director in charge of the program., More than 2,500 public-
health nurses in the United States are paid in full or in part

from MCH funds. Looal physicians are now being paid in all parte
of the country from MCH funde to conduct prematal and child=health
confarences. In & faw Stutes consultation services of obetetriclans
and pediatricians are provided for those patients unable to secure
such consultation otherwise. In one State alone 128 new prenatal
clinics were established last year. MNo medicel care at the time
of delivery is being provided from MCH funds. Only by competent
eare at delivery can lives of many mothers be saved.

Wnat hae beeon done can be done.

1.

Maternity Center, New York: Maternal deaths were reduced from 6
per 1,000 live births to 2 per 1,000—a two-thirde reduction—
in one district by supervision of pregnencies and conlinementis
among poor Women.

Chicago Maternity Center, 1937 report: "Working under advarse
conditions with a group of patients physically below par, and on
a minimum budget, a gross maternal mortality rate of 14.2 per
10,000 live births was maintained over a 4-year period."” This
in less than one=fourth the rate for the United States as a
whole.

Cattaraugus County, New York: Maternal mortality rate for prenatal
cases supervised by Health Department, 1932-36, was 12 per
10,000 live birthe as compared with 58 for the countfy ag a
whols.

tleveland Child Health Association in 1936 reported 2,595 women
who attended special classes for prematal care, and theee in-
eluded both clinic and privete patients. Maternal mortality
rate of this group was 7.7 per 10,000 live births as compared
with 38 per 10,000 for the city of Claveland.

Dr. L. K. Dublin has gaid "What has been shown to be possible in apacial

groups in our country and in certain nations of Europe can be dons
uniformly and universally."



(7204) U.5. Department of Labor November 30, 1937.
CHILDREN'S BUREAU
Waghington

CONFERENCE ON SETTER CARE FOH MOTHERS AND BASIES
January 17 and 18, 1938, Washington, D.C.

The Background of the Confersnce

The hazard of maternity and early infancy.

The problem of maternal care ond care of the newborn continues to be a matter
of grave concern to the people of this country. HNo matter what method of etatistical
procedure is used to mssign cause to maternal deaths, the United 5States retains an
exceadingly high maternal mortality rate as compured with other countries. In 1935
the numbar of maternal deaths dve directly to pregnancy and childbirth was 12 .
Additional deaths of prognant women due to other primary ceuses raised the tu%ul
nupber to 14,296. The number of stillbirths in 1935 was 77,119, and the number of
bables dying in the [irst month of life as the result of causes ariging during ¢
pregnancy or at time of delivery was 56,262.

This means that the tolal number of deaths of mothers, stillbirths, and deaths
of babies in the first month of life fror cnuses associnted with maternal conditions
was 147,677 for the single year of 1935.

The loss of 1ife from these causes wam, therefore, second only to loss of lives
from hoart diseass and mboul equaled the population of Scranton, Pa., or Springfield,
Lass.

The steadily declinirg birth rate mekes this loss of life of even graater sig-
nificanca Aand gives further emphasis to efforts toward prevention.

Early efforts to reduce the hazard.

The problem, of course, is not new. Almost immediately after the creation of
the Children's Bursau mothers began writing in about their problems. In 1916, Julia
Lathrop wrote as follows to a mother in Wyoming who had described the deaths of two
mothers and two babies within a year in her sparsely settlad rural community:

"Your lsitar of Cctober 19 came in my absence,; and I have Just read

it with moat urgent attention and sympethy. It is not the only letter

of that kind which the Bureau has received—it makes very urgent the

great quastion of protecting motherhood. The Bureau ie trying to find a

plan by which mothere living in remote places can mecure the medicul and

nursing care to which they are certminly entitled. It is an old need,

but & new practical guestion, and it will not be solvod until many pesople

can be made to seoc that a way to provide the required care is possible in

evory part of our coumtry."

It is exactly 20 yeare since Miss Lathrop set forth in her andual report a pro-
gram for the protection of meternity and infancy. Adeption of this program was
delaysd until after the Werld Wer, but from 1922 to 1929 under the Maternity and
Infancy Act progrese wns made in deoveloping public-health nursing, prenatal and
child=health conferences, and healih-education sorvices thrnughou! the United Staten.
With the termination of Ihis act and consequent withdrawel of Federal aid, just at
the onset of the depression, these sorvices were greatly curtailed,
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| tudics of caunes and preventability of maternnl mortality.

During the lasgt years in which this met wae in operation the Children's Bureau
undertcok its study of muternal mortality in 15 States, the findings ‘of which were
accompanied by recommondotions by thoe Bureau's Advidory Committee on Dbnzﬁtricﬂ for
the extension and strengthoning of education ﬁf the gensaral public in regard to the
need for and meaning of adeoquate maternal care,

The Bureau's repert on maternal mertality and reports of other eimilar atudies
made sinte the Aureau's study was begun have all agreed on the fact that many of
these maternul deaths are preventablo. For instance, the percentage of mternal
deaths palieved to be preventdble is cstimated as fﬁlluvn in reports of studies made
in these citiest .

New York City, 1930—32............................... 65.8 percent
Philadelphia, 1931-33. . cissnnrrnscaansrensansannstee 56,7
Alnbuma {Exrmingham, and Jefferson Nounty) 1931-35... 78.7
Sevon citiss on Pacific Coast, 1933-34....000000veven 68,0

Faternal and child=health services under the Social Security Act.

The passags of the Sccial Security Act, approved Auguset 14, 1935, made possible
a vigorous program to safeguard and promote the health of mothers and cliildren
through the cooperation of the Fedaral Government.

Fifty-ono States and Territories ere now cooperating with the Children"s Bureau
under the Social Sacurity Act in the development of maternal and child-health serv-
ices., This work has made possible extension of rasources for bringing mothers under
early prenatal cars, for child-health clinics and conferences, for immunization
ngaingt communicable diesase, and for public-health nureing servicee in the home. In
many arseag opportunities for postgradumte instruction in obotetrics and pediatrics
haye baen brought to doctors in their own communities,

Evidence ie steadily accumulantine that a direct and courageous attack must be
made on the c¢ontral problom of providing adequate medical and nursing supervision
continuing throughout thse entenatal and postnatal perieds. Such cere would conserva
the livee not only of the mothers but also of many thousands of the nowborn, and
those whe die before birth. Tt cun bo provided only with the cooperation a} Guvern-
ment, practicing phyeiciane, nuress, professional acheools, and the mothers and
fathors themselves. 3Such organizntions as the American Committee on Maternal Welfare,
committoee on maternal welfare of State medical societies, the Maternity Center Assc-
ciation, and others arc conetanily at work to promote betier standards of care for
mothers and bubies. The General Federation of Women's Clubs is now conducting a
questionnaire study of means by which maternel morbidity and mortality may be reduced
Other national organizations of mon and women hove given expression to their concern
in varicus ways.

The work now being develeoped hes pointed to certain very definite needs which
must be met.

Proposals to develon & more adequats progrem.

Early in 1937 the Special Committee on Maternml Welfars, appointed to mdvise the
Children'® Bureau in ite administration of the matermal and child-health services,
mot to consider problems which have beon rev.aled by work done up to the present. The
Committee unanimously agraed that extension of vservices to permit care of mothers at
ehildbirth is an outstanding necessity. Hccommendations to this effect, drawn up by
the Committee on Maternal Welfars, were unanimously endorsed by ths Advieory Committec




July 1, 1938

My dear Mr. Bscretary:

%Ejr"zs!_l’nngln. of 1760 Fuclid Street,
Waahington, D.C., tells Mra. Hoosevelt that har
appointment as stenographer with the Public Works
Adainistration terminated in December 1937 and that
Hnumttiulh-hnahonunnhhturmimrk.
Mra, Roosevelt asks me to send you this note to

sk whethar, in case there are any openings, Wrs,
Portillo would have & chance of being reinstated.

Very sincerely yours,

Halvina T. SBcheider
Becrestary to
Mre. h""lt

mmmn.@--
Becretary of the Interior
Washington

D.C.
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That Prssills

B OB -THE HHEOT BT e M tH
1760 Euclid Street, N,W, apt, 102

Juna 24, 1978,

lire, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The %hite House,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mres, doosevelt:

I am appaaling to you for assistunce becaupe Lhare is no other
person, or group of persons, in thlis wide land of ours to-vhom I
can appeal; end, knowing the principles which you advocate, and your
great sympathy for those small helpluss people like myself, I
decided to lay my case before you.

You, of course, are familiur with the peculiar employ went ’
situation because of the GCovernment being Vashington's only
industry. I have been living here since 1970, and worked for
commarcial offices until 1973, when I was appointed to the Pullic
Works Administration, Last December, after more than four yeurs
of service to that organlzation as stenopgrapher-secretary, my
appointment was terminated (together with many others - due, mainly,
to my marital status, Frank Portille (the c¢low vho entertained your 4/
1ittle Baster jucsts this yaar} aml I were married a little ovar n
yoar aro while I woas atill with the P,W.A.: and althourh he is in
the Govergppent Printing Office under Civil Service, Le i: in the
low salary bracket, and our combined salaieo provided scarcel;
enough to take care of his mother, my fvio childran, and ours:lves.
Since my salsry stopped coming inm, it has bean extremzly difflicult
for us to vecure even thi nbcessities of life, as we have no
fncome other than his salary. Though I have tried, and am still
trylog to securs employment in commercial offices, I have bean
unruccesaful ,

However, I found opanings In four separate Covernment Dureaus,
but after securing an interview and qualifying for the positlion to
be filled, I met with failure because I was told: "These funds
were appropriated to spread employment, Your hucband s with tha
Govarncent. [he main office would not even conasider you for
appolntmant under the clroumstances. We are very sorry,”

Thera is such an opening at the present time under the
Construction Division of tha War Department, The work is of
a technical nature in which not many appllcants are trained. I
do have the necespary background of tralning and qualifications -
and my only offence sesms to be that I married the man of my
choice in order to live normally and to work with him shouldar
to shoulder, even as you work with your husband,
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I do not want the salary for myeelf, parsoaally, but I
do feel it ls my urpant' duty to plve my younpr dauw-hter and nin
an elucation and training that will enable tha. to Laka Lhair
oroper place in the social asd economie echema of thinrcs,
Ly daushter 1s just sut of hiih‘schocl, and it 1o my desire to
put har throurh hospltal trainiop. (it is har anblitlon, and ashe
is ndnirably suited %o thuat tyna of *ork, ilaviavar, I [find
mysalf baating against theve ecircwastsances as a prisoner must
beat aralnet the so0lid stone wi''s of hls cell,

iherefore, I meke my plon to you. LIE11 you net help ne
to help mysolf? :

With decpest pratitude for your consideration, I remain
Hdespactfully yours,

0. mitdred Fndiblo

Allce lMildrad Portillo



J.
July 16, 1938 / (

Wy dear Yr. Secreturyi

T a sending vou this letter fru
4‘?‘151_*}! E. ¥oolley. I do not :-muv‘f;h
John Frunkiin Bronscn, but feel sure tliat
you would want to consider s letter from

Uiss Woolley.

Very sincerely yours,

\ :
Hon. Hareld L= J{gk.u
Secretary of the Interior

Hta. Bronson, and Indian graduate of Ut. Holycke, who has done outstanding
work among Indians. A movement on foot in Washington to tranafer her to

a small boarding school in Oklahoma and fill her job as guidance and
placement officer in the Indian Bu. with a man.

Miss Woolley leaving for London until the end of August. Asks that

any measage be sent to her secretary, Miss Richards.



MARY E. WOOLLEY WESTPORT-ON-LAKE CHAMPLAIN NEW YORK

~

July 12, 1928.

e .

R

I’y dear Lrs. Roosevelt:

My conviction that a case which has just been brought to
my attention is of peculier importence to wommn es well as to the
ind ividual must be my exause for inflicting snother letter upon you.

ftuth Muskrat, now Mra. Jobn Frenklin lIronson, 1s an Indisn
graduate of liopunt Holyoke College in 1525. Ier record aos en under=-
graduate waa a strong one, end sinece lier graduetion she hes gone
steadl 1y forward; first, s a teecher at laskell Institute, Lawrence,
Eentucky, and since then guidsnce and plecement offf cer under the
Buresu of Indien Affairs. In this poat, her fob is to seleet Indian
students for higher sducation, making the contact Letwesn the stu-
dente end the collages as well es with the secondary schools.

The above she me done with dl stinetion end perecns in
Washington who kmow at first hand ler ability are distressed to find
that there is a move on foot to transfer ker to a amll hoarding
schiool in Oklahoma, filling ler poat with & mn.

The situation seems to me a serlous ome. First, here is
en Indien glrl who has put time, money end effort ioto wremring
herself for the difficult task of the puidesnce of Indian youth. She
has demonstrated har abllity to do effective work with the white and
Indian people involved. By means of & legitimete evasion, the pur-
poses of civil service can be vielated, and mriapa vhet is vore
important Indian youth,quite understendably.feel tiet honest and
gapable work is not recognized.

Second, this would be the fouwth women to be eliminated fras
a position of administrative caliber by tle present drector of In-
dian Education. The cther three were diffioult to protest on account
of changing policy, but this sems to be 8 clesar cuse of poor adminis-
trat ive judgment since it contenpletes sction which 1s diseriminatory
ggainat o well qualified Indien wormAn.

I am sure that nothing ocould be as effective s a word f1om
you to Mr. Idkes or to Mn Durlew expressing the hope that the work
of Mrse. Ruth Muskrat Bmonson in the placement of Indien students in
institutions of highar pnming vl 11" not be interrupted because of
any need to limit funds would eneble Mr. Idces to forestell any con=
templated recommndstions.
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MARY E. WOOLLEY WESTPORT-ON-LAKE CHAMPLAIN 'NEW YORK
e -

Ers. ‘ranklin 0. Roosevelt

A8 I seid, I am'deeply concemed about this mmrticularly
because of its bearing upon the position of womn, an ettituge
with which I know you will sympathize. !

l am leaving home this noon to sail tomorrow on the Lian-
mttan for & meeting in London of tha Council of the International
Federation of University Women. Within the last few days I heve
had & cable from Viscount Cecil asking ms to be present at a
meating in Porls to motest spgainst the Womberdment of civ illans,
and T am planning to add thet. The trip will be & short one, and
I hope to be at home apain befare the ond of Jugust. .oy mossage
gent to me here will be tacen care of by my secretary, Lisa Hichards.

4 duplicate is going to Iyde Fark.

With cordisl mpgards,

Mary E. Woolley.

¥ra., Framklin D. Roosevell
Washington
DC



July 28, 1938 / !’

Dear Mr. Becretaryi

Thank you wery much for your letier
of July 22 and for the information in the case
ut".’. Jobn Franklia Bronson. I aporeciute
th;-ltt-ntlnu you gave to the letter from Miss
Woolley which I sent you.

Very sincerely yours,

I
i 0
The Hon. Harold L*IInkqa
Secretary of the Interior Letter
; to Miss
Woolley

Mr. Collier reports that therse was so# dissatisfactlion with
Mrs, Bronson's methods of work sand he has the matter personally
in hand. !rs. Bronson herself initiated the suggeation

that she be transferred from Weshington to a field assignment.



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

JUL 221938
Mrs, Frasklin D, Roosevelt
The Wnite House
My dear Mrs. Hoossvelt:

I have ressived your lstter of July 18, snclosing a lstter
dated July 12 %0 you from Miss Mary L. koolley,

Ko motion has been taken by me regarding ¥re. John Framklin
Eronson, nor has the subjeot =8 yet come before the Department
for deoision., OComaissioner Oollier informs me that the EHducation
Division of the Indian Offiee is conduoting a re-sxumination of
its entire set-up for the hendling of edugationnl loans to Indlans;
that some dissatisfagtion with Mrs. Brouson's methods of work has
been expressed by the Ddrector of Indian Hdueation, Kr. Deatty;
and that he (Mr, Colliar), sose time ago, icok the mstter personally
in hand, has made some iovestigetion of the subject, end as yet
has not reachsd a conolusion. You may be confident that no carsless
eotion will be token in this matter.

I should mention thet 1% was Mrse. Brooson hersslf who, &
year ago, initisted with her superiors the suggestlon thet shs be
transferred from the Washington Offies to a fleld essigoment,

Sinoersly yours,

iSgd.) HARUL 1) ,'Paiﬁ
Ssorstary of the Interioer.



My dear NMr. Secretary:

1 am Wgry snxious to mow what
has happened inger Hospital. Diad
you sugcesd in W the
eppropristion so that the nurses can meet
the reguiremsnts of the pistrict and of
Hew York StateT Has the hoapital it selfl
teen improved and wao any grant made far
radim and X-Rey for oapoer work? I noticed
that the wing for tuberculosis 18 being put
up. That will mean necessarily more money
for maintenance and I thought if we weTe golng
to have to put up A right this year it would
te wall to begln aarly.

Cordially yours,

LBEDI‘E‘.‘IL! Harold L. Ickes .
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Hovember 28, 1938

My dear Mr. Seorstary:

This material was given to
me when I was in the South. While it
{s a project that 1s very much neaded
I do nmot suppose there is a charnce for
it to go through.

Yary sinceraly yours,

Pronosed 3mithfield Pleypround for Negroes in Birminghem, Ala'ama,

! Hon. Herold L. Ickes \

oo



FEDERAL EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATOR
OF PUBLIC WORKS
WASHINGTON

HEC -7 193¢

Mrs. Franklin D. Rocsevelt,
The White House,

Washington, De Ce A ,(- (3

i L,
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: My

I have your letter of November 28, enclosing r.l;‘c.-a
concerning the proposed Smithfield playground project
for Negroes in Birmingham, Alabama.

The statute under which the Public Works Adminis-
tration now operates provides that no new applications
shall be received after September 30, 1938.

Since no application has been filed in this in-
stance, I regret that we are precluded from giving any
consideration to this proposed project.

I am returning your letter and enclosures.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR

WASHINGTON

My dear Mrs. BEoosevelt!

Jans and I are happy to'learn from your letter of
April 4 that Anns and the baby are both doing well. 1
kmow how set up both she snd John maet be.

I don't know where the New Tork Times got the story
thet it printed under date of March 25. The Presldent
epoke to me about Mrs. Rohde, and the customary release
wae glven out when she wae selected to attend the Inter-
American Travel Congrees in San Francleco April 14 to 21.
Certeinly I can testify that you never expressed an lnter-
egt to ma in Mrs. Rohde, and long ago, so fAr As newspaper
reports of this kind are concerned, 1 adopted the rule -
fgeein' is not believin'."

If you got eway from the Gumpe with no more than the
jade coffee cups, you were lucky. I always feel 1like buy-
ing my head off there. I mgree with you that these cupe
are lovely.

Sincersly yours,

| S st 22 Fedne

e ————
Secretary of the Interior.

Mre., Franklin D. Eoosevelt,
The White Houae,
Washington, D« Cs



April 4, 1979
qulu.r Mr. Ceorstary: |

foucone sent ue w clipping from the New
York Times, which I cnolose. I hope you do not
think thet I wos the person who auggested LUrs. liohde
for sny poeition. I simply wrote you beeause the
fresident nsked tie to do so. There is such m con-
certed effort being oede to ske it wppenT that |L
dietnte to F. D. K. thrt I don't wunt the seople vho
should know ths truth to have oy olsunderstunding !
sbout it., I wouldn't dresms of dolng wore than
pussing slomg rejuests or suggestione thut coae to me.

I wa enclosing s letter from s genticoan
who seems to huve n desire to go to this Congresa
also. I pever saw him but once, vhen he brought oo
# plan for an interehnnge of studonto betwason South
Ageriea nnd this country. e secusd intelligont ond
nice. I em simply pussing his lettor on to ¥ou, not
moking say recomasndantions. =

+ _hnna und the beby nre doing very vell, and
she and John are ns hoppy as een be. It hus been
grand to be cut hers with them, and you and your wife
gave thew a lot of plemsurs with your Lotters. Plense
toll “your wife thut ur, Cump sold me scome of those
lovaly jede coffee cups which I nduired sc pueh the
dey I luached with her, and franklin and I are going
to give then to my mother-in-low, vho loves enything
Chinese, for har birthday, I hope.

#ith warn regards,

4 dineercly you T,

sell Y. L‘?“ d



oiilem, 1211 Pulaski St., Little Aock,

I. T
{ms for colorsd gTOURP.

rearent ional Tacd 11t

Moy 25, 1939

My dear Mr. Secrotary:
Mra. Roosevolt goquested that

I send you 1t ~+alosed latter ond to ask

if apythine cen be doe ip tho matier.

Yary sincerely yours,

Sscrotary to
Mra,. Tononwelt

Fonorable farcld L. Iokma
Tha Seeretary of tha Interior
Wash ington, D.C.

ATk

anaas - aakire for park and

- ;?

4]



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTOMN

JUN -9 1939

lirs. Franklin D, hoosevelt,
The White lHouse.
ity dear lirs. Roosevelt:

I have received iiiss Thompson's letter of kiay 25 and the
attached communication from kr. 1. 7. Gillem of the Americen
Teachers Associmtion, Little Hock, frkanses, concerning the de-
velopmont of Little Hock kietropoliten Fark for ilegroes.

The lational Park Service of this Department will be gled
to ecooperate in the development or the area es a part ol its
Civilien Conservetion Corps program, if the requirements of the
Aot establisghing the Civilien Conservation Corps can be fully
met .

Civilien Conservation Corps Camp SP-12 was established on
votober 1, 1937 and plans were drawn for work in Little heck
metropoliten Park, but because of the failure of the City Coun-
cil to mequire the noceseary land and to provide a park board
with funds for the cperation and meintenance of the ares, this
comp was forced to contine its work to the Camp Fike kilitary
Heservation until its terminatlion on April 10, 1539.

It is encouraging to know that the Uity hes scguired title
to the land. Howevor, until such time as the City Council can
guarantee that the City or its designated represenmtative will
make adegunte provislon for the maintensance, coperation, and uti-
lization of the eroa after the Civilien Conservation Corps has
develocped it, the Hatlonal Fark Service is unable to be of as-
sistance.

Sincerely yours,

%Me'zﬁ@

Secretary of the Imbterior.
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Mra. Eleanor Hoosevelt
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mra, Roosevelt:

We know that you are interested in seeing to it that’
all the loyal citizens of our beloved country gZet a failr
and sguere deal. I am therefore writing this letter to
acquaint you with some facts with reference to the efforts
put forth by some of the leading colored citizens of
Little Rock, Arkansas to get some park and recreational
facilities for our colored group, and to solieit your aid.
in our project.

I am chairman of a committee from ocur Civic League.
We started work several years ago with Mayor knowlton and
the City Council and finally succeeded in getting them to
arrange for & purchase of a Park site for us. It con-
gists of a little less then five hundred (5uU) acres,
The city at that time was unable to pay the full purchase
price but made two payments on the site,

Through the efforts of ex-Senator Joe T, Hobinson and
Congressman ‘'erry we were able to get the P.u.A. to offer
some funds for the development of the park. But we were
later told that the funda could not be available until
the city had acquired full title to the land.

We continued to work with Mayor Uverman and his City
Council in trying to get them to arrange for the full
purchase, When they put on a bond issue for the City
Auditorium and Library Annex, we succeeded in getting
them to include a bond issue for $15,000 to complete the
payments for the park site and to have some fund over to
aid in its development. "This bond issue was passed by a
large vote.

After much delay, the city acquired full title to the
park site. The Library Annex 1s completed and the City
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Auditorium is almost completed through the use of
Government funds, but nothing has been done for the
development of the park for Colored Citizens. Parks
have been developed through government funds for the
white citizens.

Sometime ago our committee learned that Major
Fechner and representatives ol the National Park Service
would be in our city and we got Congresaman Yerry to

. arrange for our committee to have a conference with
them., We placed our claims before them and they were
impressed to the extent that they prumised tu have
their engineer go out and look over the site and prepare
plans tor ita development. This has been done and the
plans are now with the State Hepresentative of the
National Park Service, but nothing has been dene in
developing the site.

wWe were told by the state Hepresentative of the
Hational Fark sService that they could not develop the
aite until the ecity guaranteed them that it would look
after the upkeep of the city parks. The city authorities
claim that the city Tinances are in such shape that they
cannot 4o anything about it now.

1 have had a conference with Mayor Satterfield, who
is the third Mayor that we have worked with on this pro-
ject, and he claims that the city is not in a position
to do anything for us on our project, but promised that
if we could get the park developed and could get one
of our organizations to assume the responsibility of
looking after it for the next two yeara, the balance
of the money of the bond issue could be used in providing
for its upkeep., He says the city will then be in a
position to amssume the responsibility.

We have an Elks Lodge of over three hundred membersa

and an Urban League organization that would look after
the upkeep of the park if it is developed,
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Uut of the many hundred of thousands of dollars
of Federal funds that have been spent in our ecity,
the volored Uitizens have shared in very little of it.
We have no park or recreational facilities for our
colored group.

The Colored Citizens of Little kock would greatly
appreciate it if you could help us in getting the

National Fark Service to develop our park according to
the plans that they have worked out.

Thanking you in advance for any consideration you
may give us, I wish to remain

Yours very truly,

IPG M v
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SR e e Gz e gUo. o UNEERRG EREs i
Daar Mrs., Roocsewrlid . oy m \L

I hweve & rether despeiring letter from the hssocistlion

for Maternnl end Infent Henlth of Puerto Rico, seying thet
repionel
Miles Felrbonk,/ndministretor of the Puerto Rleco Recone truction

1o 7 07

3

fdministretion, is plernning to stop 1ts gontribution of §15,000

s yeer to the work et the end of June., This seems rother extro-
ordinery, inssmuch es the courts have now held the hssocinrtion's

work strictly legel, snd inssmuch ss Fefirbank will epperently

b1 A

have more money nexy fiscel yeer then he hed thls year. The PREA

d

contributlon emounted to three=fifths of the agsociation's totel

Income .

L

Mp, Pairbank is in Weshington now, they tell me, et
the Interior Depasrtment. Secretery Ickes is edmlnistrgtor of the
PRRA.

They wonted to write to you sbout 1t, but decided to

{"W e

write to me first, As you pemember, thls 1s the orgenization
Ho whiwh I kive your hirthdey fnd Christmee presents.
| 1t seems extreordinery, toc, that government officlals
keep telking rbout overpopuletion in Fperto Rieco, end then withdraw
whet 1ittle contribution they heve been meking to solving the nroblem.
I shell gledly give you the entire letter -- two and &
helf pesges single-speced -- which sets forth the entire situstlion,

if you wish to seo it. I Just thought this summery might seve

your time. As ever, fE ;. é:q

3



May 29, 1939

Dear Mr. Sccretaryt _
R

I bave had an anoeal from the Association
for Maternal and Infant Health of Puerto Rico saying
tant Mre Hilea Falrbank, Regional Adainistrator of
the Puerts Rico Reconsiruction Administratiom, is
nlanning to atop its contribution of $15,000 at the
end of June. They hive been doing birth control work
and if they lose this appropriation thelr work will
be cut off.

It s-cmg to me a shame to have thls
work cut off down there and I wonder if you could
find cut from "v, Falrbsank snile he is in ¥asnington
what the roal set=un ls.

Very sincarely youra,

Hon. Harold Ickes ,'} ! o



July 17, 1941

tha leotters which some to me.

7/4

Very sinserely yours,

FLF/cah

. The Honorable Harold L. laokes

Secretary of the Interior

Washington, D. C.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 7, 1941.

MIMORANDUL FOR E.R.

I really think that this Hava jo
problem ought to be handled through
Secretary Ickes. After all, we cannot
very well go over his head and we must
remember that his first wife was greatly
interested in the subject. I suggest
you write him again and push him and

GCollier into doing something.

A A Vel
| { (I:-E.IF\ }

M 1

/i1



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR , ",

WASHINGTON f j,:;
i 41!' %
JUN 24 1041 l ' ((
RN &
d KL |
Mrs, Franklin D, Roosavelt, I / { L ri / f~" l& il' % ]
fLike? s Eaonrd

The White House. ‘\
My dear Mrs, Roosewvelt: A

I have discussed with Commissioner Collier the needs and possi-
bilities of irrigation development for the Navajos. The major project
upon the San Juan Riwr, ineluding trans-mountain diversion for the
benafit of the Rio Grnru:la Valley, is on & cost-scale too great for the
present years. But there is another group of projects, each one of
them partly built already, whose completion would go far to solwve the
Navajos' problem, and the cost of which would be rather modest.

Within the reservation itself, an expenditure of £509,000 would
bring 8,000 acres under irrigation, increasing the Navajos' present
irrigated area by fifty per cent. The cost of approximately $65 an
acre would include the "subjugation" (leveling) of the land. Subsist-
ence farms for B00 families would be provided, and the Navajos would
meet thelr own costs of implements and housing. This very economical
result would be obtained through merely completing the partially fin-
ished Frultland, Hogback, and Many Farms projects.

Outside of the reservation is the partially completed Colorado
River project at Parker, Arizona. Here, 100,000 acres will be newly
irrigated. The lands belong to the Colorade River tribe, but that
tribe will allow the Navajos, and other Indians whose lands are inade-
quate, to colonize the project. As many as 50,000 irrigated acres can
be supplied to the Navajos.

The further amount needed to complete this project is $7,690,000,
of which, however, only $590,000 more is required for the fiscal year
1942 and $1,100,000 for the fiscal year 1943. At this rate of appro-
priation, 6,000 irrigated acres could be made available for Navajos
in the calendar year 1943, and each year thereafter an additional
acreage up to 10,000 acres could be brought into use.

If the projects which I here descrlbe are made possible by the
Congress, the crisis which the Navajos are facing can be met. In
effect, thelr land-base will have been expanded through irrigation



in an amount equalling the economic yleld of ten million additional
acres of grazing land.

The Navajos' income, Commissioner Collier tells me, was in 1540
nearly L0 per cent greater than in 1933. But the Navajo population
had increased by 13 per cent since 1933, and & half-million dollars
of the 1940 income reprasented wages for defense construction at the
Fort Wingate Army Fost and is, accordingly, a temporary income. The
situation of this largest Indian tribe is indeed grave. Irrigation
development parallels soil conservation as the dominant need and is,
in fact, the only way toc salvatlon.

You will be interested, I believe, in a document which I am
encloasing. It is a report by the American Asscciation on Indian
Affairs, Inc., on amentals of the Navajo Froblem. It is brief,
yat complete, and it 1s accurate,

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior.

Enclosure 2645609,
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4 .r"r {LA {r"'
pear Honorabla Mother; /

[ am now back here in our Favaho scuniry, in my pacple's land. I
am more than thankful of getting a chanos to give you of our first hand
information of how we are baing treated. To us (We, the ravaho Indians
as a tribs) wa believe and have besn teold that it is too usamarican on
the part of John golllier's program for the Favaho Indians. So I am
sending you & simple little sample of what our mvaho country bas and
in all three statess of New Maxico, Utah and Arizona. These ars tha
samples that I have ploked up upen tha most tallkmd about of belng the
most over-run by stooks and should bs under the watohful eyes of the
indian Bureau's Department of graszing. Thers is knsa high of all sorts
of grass and good, but bast ranges sinoe the time of Colliert's sxparts
made tha survey. The Favaho occantry has rebabilitated itsalf now.
rharefora my pecple, 50,000 human sculs &re asking and pleading with
you for your ever ready helping hands to mankind, We the Favaho Indians
as the biggest tribe in U. g« A+, Play & very important part in our
Fational Defense. 1o this world erisis, tha very safety of cur nation
depends partly on this great tribe, my pecpls Dalleva in standing side
by side and fight &nd defend ocur beloved acuntry of Freedom, Liberty,
Fumanity, Equality and Justloce which insuras peacs to all mankind. I
am hars as A& voles for my pecple (The Havaho Tribe). We want to live
and let us live and be self supporting, giving the wool of cur sbeep

to the mational nesds for the Army and the rest of the armed foross of



dmerioa, the meat of our sheep shall be that of cur food, the hidas aould
be for the helmets for our Alr Foroes of our country. We shall be waiting
and pregring that there will be our sorrows lifted from cur hearts, and 1
shall now end my letter with my pecpla's wishes of this letter reaching

you in god's richest blessings mpon youn and your beloved ones.

o Do J P Ltlta

DanNPhillips

Kayenta, Ariszona



August 19, 1941

Dear Mr. Sscretary;

I very auch appreciate your lstter
of August 15 on the problems of the)/Nava
and what is being dons to solwe thess probleas.
Many thanks for taking so much troubls to

answer ny inquiry,
Very sincersly yours,

Heon., Harold Ickes
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
’ WASHINGTON

AUG 13 1941
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Mre. Franklin D. Roosevelt, W ; ,I'I,

The White House.
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I em glad of your continuing interest in the problems of tha
Nevajos, evidenced by your letter of July 17, but I em slightly
puzzled es to how to answer your requeat for information as to the
steps beipg taken toward their alleviastion. It is eesy to explain
to you, because you alrezdy heve the necessary baciground of infor-
metion, thet these problems are many and varied, and that their
solution will take yeers. Heaving in mind, however, that you proba-
bly went data which you can give to gorrespondenta who ere ignorant
of the fmets, I shell state in detail the programs and the methods
pow being used to improve the situstion. Necessarily & pert of this
letter will repeat the substence of my letter of June 24 to you, end
of Commiseioner Collier's letter of July 15 to Mrs. Sem A. Davis. I
ought also to edd thet probably some of your correspondents will not
gincersly be interested in securing facts, but rethar in injecting
you into the factional affairs of the reservation.

1. The Conservetion-Land Utilization Frogram: The conservation
program, pursued with vigor since 1523, is aimed prineipally at five
objectives: structural treatment of the land to stop erosion; to
develop edditional weter supplies; to provide range mensgemsnt; to
achieve proper distribution of livestock upon the range, to briog
about & proper utilization of the forege resource; and to eliminate
overgrazing through necessary reductions in & number of grazing ani-
mals so es to mchieve range carrying cepacity. In their totelity,
all items of the conservation program are posited on & recognized
faot that, unless proper utilizetion of the Nevajo range rasource is
achieved, the Newvajos will, in the matter of another generation, have
no reservation et mll.



From funds allocated to the Indion Buresu by this Department's
Office of Land Utilizetion, & totel of $E33,733 is belng expended
in the current fiscal year on the Nevojo-Hopl Jject area, of
which epproximately $20,000 will be peid the Navajo end Hopli Indians
for wage work. The Soil end Moisturs Conservation Operations pro-
gram, providing necessary technieal personnel, is linked to thet of
the Civilian Conservation Corps-Indien Division, and for the latter
sctivity the sum of 535,000 is ellocated for the current year, of
which 67 percent will be paid to Navajo esnd Hopl enrolleas.

The program for incressing the efficlemey of the Navajo live-
stock business, and thersby enlarging incoms therefrom, is also e
many-sided ope. In comparison with the incomes derived by coummer-
oisl, non-Indian operators in Arizona, the livestock income of the
Mavajos is excessively low. On the Mexican Springs demonstration
area (established to give to the Navajos visusl proof of the
results that can be achieved from proper manugement), the average
sheep unit return wes $4.60 in 1940. This comperss with the
average return from the reservation of $2.70 from all classes of
productive stock.

The Mexican Springs demonstretion erea hes shown whet cen be
done in raising the wool clip, lamb weight, and lamb crop on the
reservation. The program of education among the Navajo people 1s
being carried forward in this yeer, &8 in preceding years, in a
variety of ways: hbundreds of locsl meetings in tlLe elghteen
districts throughout the reservation, radio broadeasts, visits to
the Mexicsn Springs end other demonstretion erees on the ressrve-
tion, introduction of good bulls end rems, and encocuragement to
the Navajos in the scceptance of lmproved methods of handling. In
the current fiscal year, a total of $49,170 is being expended, through
the Indizn Buresu's Division of Extension and Industry; its work is
overwhelmingly devoted to the task of bringing the Indians to adopt
methods which will incresmse their income from the livestock industry,
and it is believed that the efforts heretofore mede in this direction

sre producing materiesl results.

The reduction of livestock on the Nevajo Reservation has resulted
in considerable misunderstending, and even misrepresentation. Though
compensating bensfits have been bracketed with ewery sserifice that
the Nevejos have been asked to meke, and the incidence of sacrifice
ghifted from the poorer members of the trive, eritlclsm has continued.
Yet, in any circumstances, the necessity of reducing livestock would
be highly unpopuler end vigorously resisted. Durling the pest year,



unusually heavy reins bove resulted in a marked improvement in forcge
growth. Recognizing this fmet, I euthorized modificetion of the
grezing regulstions =0 a8 to establish a special limit of 350 sheep
units for the grezing yeer 1941. This modification wes mude on the
recommendation of the Superintendent and the Tribal Council. Their
purpose was to allow the Navajos the full edventege of the increased
emount of grass epd browse which is svalloble thie yeer. This modifi-
cation does not meen thet every Navejo owner may incresse his holdings
to 350 gheep unite. It means thet those who have grazed more than
360 sheep units continuously since 1937 are required now to reduce
only to the speciel limit number. This chenge in regulctions wes
taken after many conferences with me end efter I had received the
pledge of the tribal officers thot the Navajo people would stend
tehind the Tribel Council and would wvoluntarily comply with the
grezing regulotions. The effect of the reguletions has been end

15 to cause the burden of reduction to fell upon the lerger live-
stock cwners. In most cases of the latter cless, the regulation

does not meen that the bwner will have to sell his livectock; be

will ordinarily only heve to ecguire, by purchase, grszing rights

off of the reservation.

Most of the opposition, centering in the New Mexico poation
of the reservation, comes from the lurger Nevajo livestock oper-
ators who ere copducting commereiel enterprises end monopolizing
the range resources. Supplisd with ample finenciel meens, they can
eesily foment discontent end atir up oppoeition to the reange manage-
rent program emong the distressed portion of the populntion. They
are eble to organize unofficisl delegutlons to go to various pointe
off of the reservation, for the purpose of confusing end misleading
the public a& to the issues involved.

2. Increesed Reservaticn Ferming: Closely integroted with the
ponservetion-land utilizetion progrem, end really en importent
festurs of that program, is the develoment of additicnsl lends
for ferming. I deal with it under a separate heeding, beceuse of
its signifioant importance in broadening the base of Havejo aconomy.
of ap roximately 10,000 femilies on the reservation, only 7,500 are
chiefly dependent upon livestock as a source of incoze. The other
families, the lergely non-sheep ownlpg ones, conetitute thet element
of the populotion emong which there is the greatest distress. The
potentimlities are substantiel, though 1izited on account of climate,
soils, water resources and otLer conditioning fectors.

ot
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Within the ressrvation itself, an expenditure of $509,000
would bring 8,000 scres under irrigation, increesing the Navajos'
present irrigeted area by fifty percent. The cost of approximetely
§65 en more would include the "subjugation®™ (leveling) of the laond.
Subsistence farms for 800 femilies would be provided, and the
Kavejos would meet their own costs of implements end housing. This
very economicsl result would be obtained through merely completing
the pertially finished Fruitland, Hogback, and Many Farme projects.

L
Outeide of the reservetion is the partially completed Coloredo
River project at Parker, Arizopa. Here, 100,000 ecres will be
newly irrigated. The lande beleong to the Colorade Fiver tribe, but
thet tribe will allow the Hevejos, and other Indiene whose landa
ars inadeguste, to colonize the project. As many as 50,000 irri-
geted scres can be supplied to the Nawvejos.

The further amount needed to complotes this project is
$7,690,000, of which, however, only $690,000 more is required for
the fiscel yesr 1942 and £1,100,000 for the fiscsl yesr 1943. At
this rete of appropriation, 6,000 irrigated mores could be made
available for Havejos in the celender year 1943, end esch year
thereafter en additional acreege up to 10,000 ecres could be brought
into uss.

If the projects which I here describe are made possible by the
Congresa, the erisle which the Navajos wre feeing can be met.  In
affect, their lend-base will have baen expended through irrigstion
in an emount egqualling the econcmic yield of ten million additional
acres of grezing lend. ;i

3., Extension of the reservetion in Wew Mexico: No tetel or
pemmanent solution of the Nave jo problems,growing population and
diminiehing lend base, is feasible or practicel by the singlo
expedient of enlarging the eresa of the reservation. In my
edministration of Navejo effeire, I heve never sspoused eny such
progrem, but I have urged certain modest extensions of the reserva-
tion boundaries in Arirona, Utah, end New hkiexico, to bring the
economy end edministration of the Federel Government within areas
where axisting Navajo use-righte ere dominemt. In 1933, the modi-
fication of the boundary in Uteh was eccomplished, end in 1934,
that in Arizons was similarly worked out. BEoth these changes were
mchieved without controversy, end with the sctive cooperation apd
support of the late Secretary Dern and of Sepator Hayden. But the




extension in New Mexico hes been mctively end deliberately embroiled
in politiecal controversy both at home and in Weshington, with the
result thet defest has met every effort to ensct the eppropriate
legisletion. It i& from precisely thot arem of New Mexico, covered
bv the proposed extension, thet mueh of the opposition to the pro-
gram of renge mansgemsnt and astoek reduction has derived, and 1t is
the deliberate encourcgement given to dissident lesderzhip in this
erea by Senator Chavez and others, in oppoeition to the legitimnte
and proper leadersbip of the elected Tribel Council, thet makes the
task so difficult. Passage of the New Mexico Navajo boundery bill
would permit an orderly attack on the problem of the Havajoe in that
region, where 1t ie admittedly most acute.

4. Off-Reservetion Wage Work: In 1940 approximately $185,000
were earped by Navajos in privetely opereted industry end Government
work off of the resorvetion. This soures of revenus represents a
growing tremd whieh is taking ploge in spite of lanpuege and other
differences, gausing the Navajos to meke a readjustment as a result
of necessity and opportunity rather than of cholee. The very exten-
sive Defense Progrem in the Scuthwest makes it altogether likely
that the total of weges earnsd off of the reservetion will be greetly
increased in the current year. Our agency officials ere teking
adventage of this opportunity in every reasonable end desirable
menner 80 a8 to bring a lerger cash income to the Navejos.

S. The Rug Industry: Although there is po proof that-the
market for the present guality of Navajo rugs can be grestly extended,
it hae been demonstrated that there ie & good market for top quelity
products. With no extra cogt end with little extra affort, the
quelity of rugs produced by Navejo weevers cean be greatly improved.
Through the regular agency staff, and with the aid of the Indian
Arts and Orafts Board, e continuous effert is being made to persuede
the WNavajos to produce this better guelity of rug. It ie not unduly
optimistie to expect & 25 percent increass return, 1f such en
improvemant can be secured.

6. The Bducstional Pro : Exeluding the Hopl, we are this
year expending the sum of EI,E%’!E,EBE on the Havajo educationsl
system. The sum is for the support of 10 boarding end 46 day-com-
munity echools. In educetional theory, our Navajo school system

aims to condition the NHevajo people to recognize, explors, and
sxploit their resource advanteges. To accomplish this objective,




this administration has grectly expanded, apd continued to expand,
| the day-community type of school which instructs not only children,
but alse edults, in the utilization of their fmgilities. Hecogni-
tion is given to the expression of the Nuvajos' own treditions,
customs, religion, arts, and langusge, and each year sees & greatsr
number of netive teachers being treined to serve their own people.
In spite of the very large expenditure, thers are still more than
6,000 Navajo ehildren outside of any school., This is our most
difficult sducational problem end cccuples a central plece in our
Havajo educntional program.

7. The Health Fro : Excluding the Hopi, we are this year
expanding ﬁnﬁ,aﬂi on the %lun:jo health program, The epproach is
thresfold: curative, preventive, =nd educetionsl. The Service
supports 24 physicians, 96 nurses, mnd 206 other Health Division
amployees, working in and out of eleven hosplital centers. In the
surrent year, the program of eradicating trachoms will be continued,
in which cese-findings and treetment, particularly of pre-school
and adult cmses, will be emphasized. A8 you probebly know, our
Indisn Service has received world-wide recognition for hawing
plonsersd the use of eulphenilimide in the treatment of trechoma,
from vhich astounding results are being achieved., The Navejo pro-
gram elso embraces the training of Indisns to essist in hospitals
and in field medicol work and in promoting sanitetion meesures
among their own people. A regular course of imstruction for
interpreters in health matters is under way. The Sarvice is moving
slowly, but deliberatély, in enlisting the aid of the medicine men
in the promotion of Navajo health.

I shall, of couree, be very happy to elaborate further on eny
or all of the above items of the Newvajo program.

Sinceraly yours,

Sacoel ZS2 A

Secratary of the Interior.
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