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] Hovember 1, 1840

Dear Wiss Ilmac

I enclosing a letter whi I_I._EEr_ﬂLL
._Mt--r-u. I-di:ﬂnd. o
Mmm-r,-lrlwﬂ.ﬂhhrl
wvery few jobs as hostess,

Very sincerely yours,

-~

!

|
( Miss Vicla Ilma
—Young Men's Vocational Foundation
8 West 40 NYC




Nowvesber 1, 1540

Uy Bear Gensral Drum: |
I aa giving this lstter of introduction
| to Misa Pearl Sammett, who has execellent recom-
i mendations and is anxicus to have consideration
' thﬁﬂhﬂhﬂlnhﬂﬁfﬂiﬂm.
If there is any possibility of her |
being taken on, 1 shall appreciste your having |
scmeons intarview her,
Very sincerely yours,

— — Lieut, Gen. ¥, X, Drum, USA ¥ : e

Commanding, Second Corps trea 0
Jovemnors fﬂm

Sent to Viola Ilma




YounG MEN's VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
8 WEST 40TH STREET . PENNSYLVANIA 69143 . Niw YQJLK, M. Y.

Board of Direciors: ], Ravoare Caeet, Chafrman of the Board; GLINN GARDINER,
Presidemi; Mas. Liower C. Penema, Jn, Fice-President and Seceetary; Anman E
ARCHBOLD, Trearwrer; GRACE ALLEN Bancs; Seencen Mivies, Ju.

Viors loss Rosert B. Havmus
Executive Direcior Asristant Divecior
ocT 29 1940
Qetober 28
1540
Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosavalt -
The White Eouse
Washington, D« Os
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
My wonderful secretary, Pearl Sammett,
had to leave becauss we simply couldn't pay her
a larger wage. BPBeing on har own, she naturally
felt that ehe should be advanced from $25 to 335
per weel, She is anxious to get an introduction
to Lisutenant Gensral He A Drum in the interest
of cbtaining a job as hostess in the new Defenes
Program. I can recommend her so highly that it
would be an asset to the whole program to have
har taken on.
Thank you for this courtesye.
Very sincerely,
i PR
U wela C) fﬂﬂﬂ.
Viola Ilma W,
Vimgw
2 ADVISORY BOARD
Mes, Lillian Alexander Mrbe, Alma Clapburgh Flotence Kelley Liflian D, Rock
mlh‘u Wﬁmr Delany uu.rhﬂ:m th
Helen Blanchard Dupont
Col, H. Edmund Bullis Ira A. Hirschmann Elinor G. Loeh Ordway Tead
b:.hgﬂ.un L. Mebane Hunt Byrmes Id 'w'dl-ru,'n-g.m
VS~  CVemN.,, e
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November 4, 1940

Dear Miss Ilma:
Mrs, Hoosevelt asks me to send you the
enclosed letter from Mr. Potofsky of the Amalgsmatsd

Clothing Workers and to sugjest that you write -
to him,

Very sincerely yours,




Noveaber 7, 1940 00

My dear Miss Ilma:

!‘M--hr;h:lmlyln.
Iunmm“hhm
80 well,

i
Very sincerely yours,

Kiss Viola Ilma

Young Len's Vocational Foundation, Ine,
8 Jest LOth Street, NYC
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Executtor Dirvecior
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Board of Directors: ). Ravpals Carel, Chairmaen of the Bosrd; GLENN GARDINER,
President; Mes. Liower C. PERERA, Ju., Vire-Presidest end Secretary; Ansan E
Anrcusoin, Treaiwrer; GRACE ALLEN Bawci; Seepcen Mitiee, Ju,

Bonert B, Hawmus
Aviistant Divecior

ECT? 1
oLy Octobver 30th, 1940

My dear Mra, Hoosevelt:

Thark you for your letter in regard to the misinterpretation that
occurred through the press concerning segregation in the army. .
Walter White has since informed me thet the matter has been stralght-
ened out to a certaln extent. Only last night I attended a conferance
of young Megroes and 1t 18 needless to eay that thelr confidence in
the president is real. All the more reason that we turn to the gov-
ernment to help us fight for the advancement of Negroes snd in turn
the sdvancement of all the neople.

You will be interested to knmow the outecome of the conference that wes
held with Petty Hawley and Helen Harrls of tha MNatlional Youth Admin-
latretion on Monday. For a beginning they are taking ten boye. Under
Miss Harrise' direction they will be put in work shops. In connection
with this, under Mise Hawley's direction they will go tc the Defense
Training School, thereby working and studying for the Defense Program.
They are taking two Negro boys out of every ten, which ls at lesst a
beginning, tut again a sad indictment, for after all, ‘all Negro boyas
will be conscripted. However Miss Hawley and Miss Harrle agreed that
"A foot in the door ie & beglnning".

Thie moming I addressed the staff of the Warwick State Training School
on the engle of selecting boye for the program so that we will be able
to follow up by eending ten boys every few weeka. This 18 a wonderful
beginning in coordination.

There 1 the problem as to what success they will have ts be taken in
by the Defense Industries after they have recelved thelr training but
we will cross that bridge when we come to it.

On the whole I am very enthuslastic about the opportunity and beth Mlss
Hawley and Mise Harris are really anxious to get a working progrem under
WEY -
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Viora Iusa
Exeruifoe Direcior

YouNG MEN'S VoCcATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
& WesT 40TH STREET . PEMNSYLVANIA 69143 . New Yore, N, Y.

Board of Divectors; ). Ranoars Capnt, Cheirman of tbe Hoard; GLENN GarpisEe,

Presgideny; Mas. Liowel C. Penmma, Ju., Fiee-Preddent and Secretary; Ansian B
AxcHpoLn, Trearwrer; Guack ALLen Bawcs; Seancer MiLLes, Ja.

Rn.;ur R. Hanmum
Aviistant Divecior

Mra. Elesanor Roosevelt October JI0th, 1940

We are now about to enter into a successful financing of our organ=
ization and I will tell you more of it when the deal is through.

Totally unrelated to my work is the enclosed letter. I merely bring
it to your attention. I have o very high regard for Marion Oreen-
wood's work ms am artiet and of course am Interested in seaing women
find their right place in all fields.

Eefore I end I must relate a story which I thought was vary moving.
On Mondey, when the President was in New York City I was down at the
Women's Prison Assoclation on Second Avenue and Eighth Street. Walk-
ing up & few streets I saw a Home for the Aged Orthodox Jewish ¥en, q [
You know thelr faces. Some of them mc old they could hardly stand / |
up. An efficlent nurese in a white cutfit and blue cap was pinning
Roosevelt buttons cn them and they held American flags in their handa. ji;j}
Leaning on their canes they walked to the curb, esgerly awaiting the \f
President's passing through., Their enthusiasz snd excitement was a
touching scene, BSome how, to them, the President anawered many of "{{-
thelr innermost prayers. Men whose faces were the pesult of pETgE- 0 f s
cutlon and now aged mnd in a home, ever hopefully walting, on the )
curb to wave to what the Presldent stands for. I thought how remark> A
able to be so old and to etill have the enthusissm and thrill which ;
is, of course, the very beauty of mankind. It was & photo I shall l{ ,f'.
never forget and a symbol which I knew you would appreciste, Joi
(L]
There are so many matters that I seem to constantly bring to your U h
attention that I forget to tell you how very much I mppreclate your ,,tn."l’
close attentlon to them. My only excuse is that it is in the in=-
terest of people and it is the small cases and the small stories that j
add up to the larger plcture. I want to thank you for it and in i.:lul:f‘rL
same note I want to thank you for the time you gave Mr. Golden for I ||
know he was most appreciative. '

Jf
i
With constant admiration, I am,

Binecerely y:{éj:&ahw‘““ .

B e o st e ol

——)

Childs, Jr.

ADVISORY BOARD
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Ancysoln, Trearwrer; GRACE ALLEN BaMcS; Spencern MilLer, Ja.

Viora lusa Eosext B. HanNUM
Executive Direcior 1qu’1 Asgisiant Divecior

} 3 fins )

Cotober 3lst, 1940

My dear Mre. Rocsevalt:

I am enclosing Marlon Greenwood's letter which

I neglected to enclose in your letter yesterday.

Will you please forward it after you have resd
it as I would like to keep it.

Bincerely,

Yirke Honn
Vicla Ilma
? 5
vi/mi
-
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November 15,1940 |

o Miss Viola Ilma
Toung Men's Vocational Poundation, Inc,
8 West LOth Street
- New York, New York

Mra. Rocsevelt received your telegram of thirteenth and asks me to whie
you. She has engagement on twenty seventh and cannot accept dedication.

RALFH 4. MAGEE
Admindstrative Officer
Social Correspondence
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26 Grove Gtreet
N - Hew York, k. ¥X.
vl 4 Novewber 7, ludu

¥rs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The white House
#asnington, D. C.

Dear «rs. Roosevelt:

Thank you so very wuch for
your letter of .ntroduction to Lieut. fGeneral
Druw, I have sent it on to him together with
wy application.

sy tnree years experience with
the Young wen's Vocationul Founuition, as well
4s uwy past positions, I feel ,ualify .e for the
position ot Junior Hostess. It ls work I feel
I am capable of handling. However, as you
pointed out to #iss Ilma, there are wany appli-
cants -- 1400 for the three cpenings in our
area, but I am nevertheless hopeful. and shall
let you know the result of uy interview.

I am indeed honored to have re-
ceived your letter of introduction, ana-wish teo
thank you once again.

uost singerely yours,

(Joud

Peurl Saumett )




Bovember 20, 1940
My dear Miss Ilma: %“ u”
I hava on to the
it o aky SRR o the Prestim

to ask him down Yater In the winter if I
imﬂndtthmnthhuiﬁlnhmn
desperately busy, I never recommend any one.

I think your plan is excellent and
1 congratulate you. Who is Miss Lewis?

I will gladiy arrange to mest with

Fou later on but at tho moment I am busimer
than usual, :

Very sincersly yours,

ldss Viola Ilma
Young ken's Vocational Foundation, Ine.

8 4. hOth 5t., MG

/ .

Dt




Hovember 20, 1940

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

‘Miss Vicla Ilma of the

Young 'y Vocational Foundation,
Inc. written me about Mdr. Randall
Creel, who is in the U, 5, Federal
ui.d.r{ot Court a# & young attorney.
I am attaching the facts concerning
him and he wants an toent as
g.uu.g- in the Federal District Court.

would appreciate an epportunity to
talk to you,

I have told Wiss Ilma I
would pass this informetion along to

 you,

E.R.




VioLs Iuaa
Exgewiive Divecior

YounGg MEN'S ‘

8 WesT 40TH STREET

Board of Directors: g, e
Frevidens; Mas m
AncH T
| s
.

-
'&u‘!f“ @VF

My dear Mre. Hoosevelt:

}
Jﬁr @wpm:— 1#m

mainly

»ﬁ’;

couse the organizatiol
that I have been working with, in hopes that we would merge, has ﬁna.‘ll:r

Thies morning I sm feeling in top shape,

officially come through. 'E‘ha;f had the funde and we hed the activity.
It means that we will really be on solid ground for the rest of our
existence. We will not stop relsing funde but at lesst we won't be un-
stable financially.

I would like to bring up to date what we have been able to accomplish
with the Defense Program in relationship te our btoys. Two plans have
developed, which are as follows:

1. After a meeting with Mise Hawley and Miss Harrie it was agreed upon
that ten boys would be chosen to go on the N. Y. A. Defense Program
under the direction of Uies Harrie and at the same time they would he »
golng to school under the direction of the Board of Education, which
Uips Hawley would handle. The first ten boys will be in Miss Harris'
office this coming Thureday. They were carefully selected by the sup-
ervisor of case work, Mr. Ceoper of Warwlick State Training Scheol for

Boys. They will work for sixty hours end be pald twenty dollars a

month and they will go to school on thelr own. This program is an en- \
couraging cne. There is only ons dAifficulty and that is that sc many -
of our boys cannot poselbly live on twenty dollars & month. However

the plan was made poselble and we are golng through with it as & be-
ginning and are more than enthusisstlc becsuse of the gulek metion taken

by Miepe Harris and Miss Hawley.

2, Plan two ip fully described in a letter which Mise Hawley wrote to
Miss Harris. In short, she feels that a full thirty hour a week pro-
gram under the Board of Education, where the boys concentrate on learn-—
ing a specific trede, being pald while they go to school, would be the
best oppertunity for them. From there they will go straight into indus-
trial, commerciml jJjobs, in relationship to the .'lelnli Program, Aa I
see its possibilities, I think it will be something that perhaps a small
group of us could put through.

ADVISORY BOARD
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Voora Iuma
Exgentive Divecior

YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.

8 WesT 40TH STREET . PENMSYLVANIA 69143 . Mew Yorx, N, Y.
s
Bogrd of Directors: J. Ranoase Canie, Chafrman of the Board; GLENN GARDINER,

Presidens; Mrs. Liosne C. Pexera, Jn., Viee-Presdeni and Secratary; Anman E
ARCHBOLD, Trearwrer; Guack ALiem Bawcs; SeEMcEn MiLLer, Ju.

Faa

Rosgar B Hannuwm
Arsistans Direcior

Mre. Hoosevelt November 13th, 1940
Mise Hawley spoke to Clare Lewis mnd she wes interested. Would it te
poseible that we could have a small conference with Miss Hawley and
Miss Lewls ond yourself to devise a semnle program under this plan?
Both plane running at the seme time would make it possible for us to
see the difference.

I have also written to Mr. Potofeky whom I have met eeveral times and
now that our merger 1s under way plane can be made shortly to develop
the labor conference. You probably realize that it takes @& good desl
of tact to interest Board of Directors in & laber conference mnd with

a new Boerd I must work slowly to initiate them into the importence that
labor playe in the role of placementa.

Bolng back to our merger, it looks as though we will heve apuroxime tely
thirty thousand dollers a year - a Jump from our budget indeed, which is
now twelve thousand. Imagine - two years ago when I started the YMVF
we had free oiflce spece snd our furniture was free, the secretary ot
paid occasionally and my selery was not even taken inte consideration.

I must eay that I am proud of the advancement we have been able to make
but it 1s mainly because I feel we have done a constructive plece of
wark.

There are many people connected with our organization who have been re-
sponsible for ite growth. Outstending among them 1s Handall Creel. Last
year he was elected chalrman of our board, He became interssted in our
work through his own job in the United States Federal District Court as
a young mttorney. He was responsible for getting the Hsyden gzrant. He
wag also responslble for bringlng Judge Knox into the plcture and Rendy
held several meetings with this new organizat ion, the Scclety for the
Frevention of Crime. By hringlng Judge Knox to luncheons, his dignity
and hie opinion of Mr. Creel, and in turn cur organi ration, gave us the
proper stability.

I believe I menticned to you befere that shortly the Presldent 1s te
meke an apnointment, a judgeskip in the Fedefal District Court. Randy
ie not a climber or a pusher for himeelf and never will be. He is a

—
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Roszat B Hawmum
Auistant Direcior

Mre. Roosevell Yovenber 13th, 1940

capatle lawyer, He has a profound understanding of the orablem of
delinquent young men and he stands on his record, a copy of which I
enclose. For this reason I bring hise name to your attention.

Objectively I feel that he ie a man of great civie repponoibility and
af enormous possibilities. He has accomplished a good deal. T feel
ceartain that Judge Enox and Judge Faterson recormmend him highly.

Randy would, I know, appraciate an opoortunity to talk to the
President. I heve not mentlicned that I would write to you.

Sincerely yours,

V2P

Vicla lima

Mrs. Hoosevelt
White House
Washington, D. C.

vi ||’l11
encs

ADVISORY BOARD




out the program v

110 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, N.T.

November 7th, 1940

Miss Helen Harris, Director
National Youth Adminisgtration
266 West l4th Strest

Hew York, N.Y.

Dear Miss Earris:

Now that the busy heyday has passed perhaps we can mll ssttle dewn
with new feelings of courage to carry forward scme of tha things
we have besn planning.

The matter now before us for consideratios on of Viola
Il=a's boys. Do you think it would be Dody’ o asslgn
a amall mumber of these boys to olesses {q onall\ schools
under Natlonal Defense as an sxperiment. They could atthyd on a
thirty hour week program and be pald whi A
zmean that they would be &l # -
of six hours, five days & ye
o'clock for five days &
after a peried of perhap
place them providing, of [do

_ —agret with me that
culd be easler for us to
Viola Ilma end I work
ueational authorities,

Ithink this might
tually in ths entl
Hational Youth Ad

appropriation.

of what might be done even-
: G ith the cooperaticn of the
lon under this new seven millisn dollar

ccept this setup, you might be willing
f it recelves your approval, I would be
to convince the educatienal authorities

La forward to an early conference on this and wishing you svery
v 1 a&m,
Cordially vours,

Betty Hawley, Begretary
Advisory Board on Industrial Educatior




Novembar 28, 1840

Seoretary to
Mra, Roosevelt
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§ s

Hovember 2°nd, 1940

My dear Mrs. Boosevelt:

It is not often that I send you a case history
of a boy beceuse there 1s too much to be said, However, the enclosed
card, which I should 1ike returned for my flles, ig interésting. The
boy is in the army and as he expressed it, he fits in wonderfully.

His background is told in this story. It pointa
[} out that the Defense Program in some ceses cen be very constructive for
the young peopleé.

This boy's case history le actually four years

work.
Very sincerely yours,
Vido s
/,f, - i Yiola Ilma
/.'4: . gi

Mre, Roosevalt wr ebis : AT
The White House A P
Washington, D. C. -y (2

vifmi
enc. |'§)
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11/22 /40
WALTER ROACH

12-11-36: Walter Romch came to the Y.M.V.F. Charge was petty larceny and sent
to New York City Reformatory. & white catholic boy aged twenty. Hie
futher wae dead and his mother has been in Rockland State Hosnital
as a meéntal case for twenty-two years. As far es the toy was con-
cerned her wheregboutes were unkmown. Then he first came to us the
boy wes penniless, broken. We obtelned a job for him on a Leng Island
estate, paying only fifteen dollars & month, room and tosrd, but he

] *had nothing end the chance to sleep in o room thal was cleamn and be
in the country and est well seemed otupendous to Walter and he took
it.

1 -11-37: Walter loet his Job becouse of the winter. When ve sent him to one
place for a job he fell asleep waiting. Over a periocd of three weeks
we had %o lend him money for food end housing.

1-23-37 : ¥We got a Job for him in the Toneil Heospltel as a general worker, at
$15.00 a woek. The firet Jjob he ever had in his life and he promises '
his first step would be to erase the debt he owed the organigation.

2-26-37¢ Hpd refunded ten dollars which he had borrowed. Almost every week
thereafter he sent two dollars in money orders untll hle debt wes naild.

2=11-3712 He brought in his brother who was never in an institution but was home-
less and begped us to help plece him so that he would not fall inte the
game mistekes that Walter himself had fallen into., We placed the boy
in & job.

4=-9-327: Sucoesafully working, he come in and refunded flfteen dollars and [ifty
cents which finished up his debt.

5-23-37t He obtalned mnother job in the country. "I have been here a month to
date and find 1t Just ss enjoyable now as the {irst dey I arrived.
Fothing can ever change my longing for the country. The eir, the trees,
I jast revel in it. In fact, as I sit here by the window, penning thls
note, I can see the rolling hille and dioning, delving velleys rnd
dales. It im beautiful. And & brook, every now and then breaking the
landscape up into parcels of nroverty fit for a king".

7=17-37: "The only trouble with this job 1s that it laste only until Sept. lat.
I feel more like settling down instead of rolling arcund like the
"stone without the moss". I sm fed up with belng by myself, not stay-
ing long in any one nlece to make friende encugh. When I leave here
I will have fifty dollsrs saved, the rest of which I've sent to my
slater".

£=-23-19: Walter obtained a job Aas an elwvater operator in Eellevue Hospital.
Hed been there for two years, starting as an orderly mnd was raleed.
#"If you wonder why, you have only to lock et this letter, It len't
my handwriting. I sm having by brother write this because I think he
ghould get better grammatical experience and penmenahip".

I I 1
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WALTER ROACH

"By the way, Mies Ilma, I was nearly arrested up here. Surprised?
¥ell, the Federal men who ere looking for Robert Irwin of the Easter
Sunday tripde murder, said that if I had been three inches tuller I
would have been taken for & ride. Oosh, did I shiver. I am clear
of prieons and the law for life, belleve me".

¥alter was in., Wants to get a license to drive a motor vehicle. Thia
we obtained through the Deputy Commissicner for him. "pAfter having
written you about needing s llcense gomething has arleen which, 'til

1 thought of you, "stumped" me. Thie is where 1 heve to denend on you
once mora. Three people are to give me letters, (knowing I have been
in prison) telling how long they've known me snd recommending me to the
Comnissloner for a license. I caen only think of two; you and Mr. Henry,
whom you introduced me to. Can you think of a third party? Have been
missing some swell jobe by not having the license. Do you think I can
get 1t"7

Wolter working successfully. Wants to buy & typewriter on time to learn
to type. "I am so glad to hear you vouched for me in regard to the
typewriter. I was afraid you wouldn't approve of it but then, perheps
you don't, I cen very well see my way cleer as to peying for it.

just received & cord from the Motor Vehlecle Bureau stating that they
declded to give me a license".

Wl pead mbout you in the Daily Mirror and the Youth Congress. It
gounds pretty good. I am working falrly stesdy now and once in & while,
which is quite often, lately, meke over time, Can I ever see you on

my time off? Gratefully". 3

Whlter csme in and wants to get into the army. He wes told he could
not be accepted because of his prison record. We wrote to the Staffl
Sergeant telling him we knmow of his prison record and could recosmend
the boy due to the fact that hie charge of petty lerceny was may back
in 1936 ond that he hed paid the money he had borrowed frem us and
that his development has Leen more than commendrble.

Welter writes: "Your letter of recommendation for the army was a
help in getting me in. I meem to fit here wonderfully end am getting
on fine".

4
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December 4th, 1540

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:
Thank you ss much for your tclnpn‘ which I do appreciata,

For a change I have mostly bad news to account for. 1 had been extremely
hopeful that the H. Y. &, would cooperste with ue to the extent of taking
an A mumber of owr boye on their Defense Training Program. We sent ten
boye down November Bth end to date nothing haa happened.

On the Board of Education Program, slthough Betty Hawley ie aulte ready to
put them in shops, they cannot, however, ue nald while they go to acheol.
Enclosed in & letter from the Acting Case Supervisor of Warwick, stressing
the importence that they are given some form of ingome while thoy are
training in the Defense Program. Is there any direct route that I con
take to get some mction? Is there any tudget from W.P.A. where we mlght
get a grant so that we can put some boye in the Training Program? MHorally
they feel very badly that they cannat serve America. They also feel It
wonld wips of f their reformntory record. If necessary I would come down
to Washington if anything could be done.

¥e pent the boys names, sddreases And case histories and did all we could
to get the progres under way, A month perhaps does not seem a long tlme
to sdsinistrators but to the boye who are hard up 1t 1s & sericus walt and
n discouraging one.

Secondly, the merger which was almost through fell to pleces vhen both my
Poard and thes Board of the Society for the Prevention of Crime met. They
were not willing to touch their canital nnd they wanted to teke over our
arganizatinn with only a guarantse of contrituting thirty-five hundred
dollars, excluding women on the Board of Directors and, ma one of my Pnard
Hesbars expressed, finally excluding me. That would not Le ao serious save
we ore a vitel organization. We are doing o good job end we are better aon
our cwn, though it is more diffieult to reise money, particularly since our

ADVISORY BOARD
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Mra, Roosevelt December 4th, 1540

budget has doubled and our vnlacement record has dowbled. However our
Board of Dircctore are enthusisstic thnt we contimue our work. One
lose mizht te that the 3lrl's Divisian will not get under way qulte

g0 rapidly, although 1 am still tempted to believe that certainly there
are enough women in New York who could be mede interested in becking o
Girl's Division which would cost no more than ten thousand dollars a
¥YPET.

With Chrilstmns coming along the loye are m'ure than raxions to get nleced
and we are worxing very hard at 1t.

I wanted you to know this newe becruee it ell looked so extremely wonder-
ful. The merger has nnt fallen through comnletely for the organization
thet hes the money hesa no pctivity end I doubt whether they will be alle
to have an sctivity-unless they ere willing to erend money,

Sincerelyr vours,

Ue .

Viela Iimae
Mra, Eleanor Roosewvelt
The White House
Yashington, D. C.
wifmi
enc.
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Lillisn Alexsnder Mme, Alma Clayburgh Flarence Kelley Lillian D, Rock
ﬂn—h R T. Crane Kent Victo Roudin
Harold B, Commissioner Hubert T. Delany M ke Krapp Wliﬁhﬂ
&Jﬁ H.?.m:u a-f'fxm IMEM
H. Bullis Ira A. Hirschmann Elimor G. Ordway Tead
D, ", Burr E. Mebane Hunt Byrnes Walter N, Ard
Joneph Dt."ﬁlhﬂhﬂ A. n:? Bles, Lester H.
M Childs it A Honouble Charies ol Do Hetbart D W s I
M "&a.jn m.m.m- William Jourdsn Rapp 5 '

!




NEW YORK STATE TRAINING SCHOOL FOR BOYS
DEPARTMENT CF SOCIAL WELRARE
STATE SCHOOL, ¥EW YORK

VEW YORK CITY CFFICE
on5 Esst 4Znd Streot, Room E15

Nevember 29, 1940

Migs Viela Ilma

Young Men's Yocational Foundetlon
g feat 40th Street

Hew York City

My dear Miss Ilmai

ke were extremely pleased to hear sbout that phese of
the Emergency Hational Defense Program thet is to be sdpinistered Tty the
New ¥ork Sity Board of Educatlon.

The two significant and unique pancctes of the nrogram;
concentroted training in the nractical asmliention of the job pad the
peyment of a reasonaktle smount of money during the treining parind, seem
cspecially satiefectory for boys under our caAre. The great majority of
gur toys are from homes of insdequate income., lHany of the familles are
recinients of some form of public ssslstance. There is the very real
need of having our boys contribute financially to the unkeen of them-
selves and their homes, This iz true not only in terms of need, but also
in terms of preparing the boy smotionally and neychologpicallw {fer A pore
involved trestment program on an individuslized bsses. Ve find thet it
ig extremely difficult to {nitinte intense cade work progrrms with cur
boys when they are 8o concerned about guestions of melntencnce foer them=
gelves and thelr families, and thelr wanting to heve some kind of com-
structive employment opnortunity. i

Vary Lruly yours,

Herbert D. Willisme
Superintondent

Signed: Robert L. Conper
asting Unse Sunerviger

BLG [tme




December 11, 1940

My dear Miss Ilma:

I think that placing boys and
girls through the unions is a grand idea
and I hope this works out successfully.

Very sincerely yours,

Miss Viola Ilma
Young Men's Vocational Foundation, Inc.
g H. LOth 5t., NYC




VioLa lema
Execgtive Direcior

o s i
! -
YouNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FounDATION, INC.
8 WEST 40TH STREET . PENNSYLVANIA 69143 . New Y K N. Y,

Beard of Directors: J. RawoaLt Cassr, Chairman of the Board: GLENN GARDINER,
Presidemt; MWus. Liower C PerEra, 'Jn., Vice-Presidens aund Secretary; Anmax E.
ArcHporp, Treasrer; GRACE ALLEN Bamcs; Srencen MitLes, Ju.

Rozent B, Hanmus

g_, ;/’ Ausittant Director

ﬂﬂbwl December Sth, 1340

Yy dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

A brief line to let you know that I saw dr. Potofsly end had a meost
encouraging Interview with him, I Lid th= chnnce tn outlins the rupe-
nooe of our orgenization snd hLe immediately geve me zoncrete suggestiong,
He made it poseible Tor me to meet some of the leaders in lig union,
including Mr. Alex Cahen snd lir. Meyer Bernstein. iir, Cohen has slres dy
alaced & girl from Bedford,

Mr., Bernetein was so interested in our work thot ke was auite certaln
thet girls could be nlsced and wos interested in developing o choan un
At Bedford where the girls would Lo tralned se that unon their relezse
they would be elig!“le for Jobs immediately. I am writing to MHirs
Additon on this. I think it 1s a nost imnortent vhase which should te
werked out not only in the Girls Institution hut the Boye as well.

although I have teen onthumslestic sbout having & lelor conferenca I have
come to the conclusion that the btest vlan 1z to meet neonle wha can

nl=ce the boys directly and keen in touch with them snd for the tima being
forget about a large conference. On this most labor neonle agree. Per-
haps later on te give a sense of unity we shall corry out cur vlens far a
labor conterence. If a hundred locals mlsce five Loys & yror there would
be five hundred plscements alone,

1 cuannct exoress how delighted I rm with this wrosmect tecruse I feel that
vhen the boye and girls heve = chence to Le alagced throuph inlaone their
weIhe rnd hours will give them & feir chance to start & new 1ife end have
new oprortunities. Aside from the ract that they can get Jote they can
£lso get inte union activities which invelve recreetion snd education,
Frankly I would consider it a great stride if some day all our tlecements
are mrde in unlon ehora. '

Sincerely yours,

?1ui"2'§‘f§£"‘

vifmi
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Desenber 13, 1940

Miss Vicla Ilma

Young Men's Vocational Foundation, Inc.
g West LOth Street

New York,New York

oo
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My dear Mra. Hoomevelt: X

Cne of the greatest problems we have is the
lacement of our Megro boys. We now have almost twlce as many
egro boys as white boys to place and are not sufficlently effective.

¥We would like to be able to put on a Negro
—_— worker to handle the placement of Negro boys end have in mind, which
18 off the record, Mr. Collier of the Urban League. In order to do
/this 1t is an added expenditure of five thousand dellere including
salary, added rent space, telephone, statlonery and sc forth. Do
( you think if we send a prospectus of how we would use the money and
for what purpose to the Eosenwald Fund that they would be interested?

Frankly I cannot think of a more practical
way of serving the Negro youth in Harlem and to help place thes in
jots upon their release from reform schools. The delinguency record
in Harlem is more than doubled. The institutions are getting more
Negro boys than white and the problem is plling up and we think we
can make a constructive dent on the situation by pointing out a way.

, Appreciating your opinion on this matter, I am,

Bincerely yours,

i

g Ilma

Mrs. Eleanor Boomsvelt
" The White House
Washington, D. C.
=i

¥l
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Decesber 21, 1940 (/{ j

My dear Miss Ilma:

llhdalprmﬁbfth-httlr,tuq:’
of which you sent to me.

I am sorry 1 never give
letters of introduction to Mr, Baruch,

Very sincerely yours,

Liss Viola Ilma
Young ken's Vocational Foundation, Ine, :
8 . 4Oth s5t., NYC )]
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December 17th, 1940

£
My dear Mrs. Roossvelt: .‘i
Enclosed is & letter of which I am very '
[
proud. :
Bincerely,
Verbn F
Viola Ilma
.
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt i 2
The White House _ - 0 f;
Washington, D. C. Bt o
A { :
: LI
vl p’ni r_.lp 'JT @ fI
enc. \
s
P.8. Could I possibly have a letter of introduction to Barney Baruch?
I directly want to msk him for funds.
ADVISORY BOARD
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Dacember 17th, 1940

My dear Mrs. Boosavelt: . /J _ '-I?"FM
Enclosed 1s & letter of which I am very 7/ "'

proud, J

Binceraly,

Verta

Yiola Ilma

?HL

Mrs. El1 Roosevelt
The nlﬁ:nu ,r‘J"l ,(,//
Washington, D. C. : M A
vi /mt \fl g& 0 Pyd‘
.“'. + I

P.8. Oould I possibly have a letter of iantroduction to Barney !muh?
1 I;'I.Hntlr want to ask him for funds.

ADVISORY BOARD
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ALFRED , SCHOTLLKOPF STATE OF N7 YORK DAVID C. ADIZ
CHATRLAN *© DEPART ENT OF SOCIAL TELFARE COIL ;ISSIONER
STATS BOARD OF SOCIAL WELFATS 112 §MAT STRZT
STBANY

Dace-ibar 14, 1940

I're Zdgar Doubleday
Tae Hayden Foundation
25 Broad Streat

Hew York City

iy dear (ir. Doubladay:

It is with the greatest ;leasurs that I write this letter to tell you
that I &n an enthusisstic sussorter of the Young ilen's Yocational
Foundation. Wot in many years nave I come across an organization with
as ruch vitality and direct bearing on individual life as this. It is
not the jolicy of this Desart.uent to atteast to jresent any Jerguasive
arguments to any organization in the State siailar to yours, but be-
cause the work which the Toung .ien's Vocational Foundation has done for
us has been of & very high order, it has seezed fitting for e to Dre-
gent our joint of view and testimony.

dy own feeling is that this activity is one which should be earried
out by & sublic dejartment and, as & satter of fact, we have viewad
it as an experiment which some day :aay be talen over by tae ublie
autiorities. However, we are not yet far encugh advanced in govern—
sant to do this, hence the need to have some urivate agency undertais
the tasl.

The reconditioning of juvenile delinguents is e 'much a factor of get-
ting a job that we have been greatly pleased with the nusber of 2lace-
aents which this mgency has made of the boys referred to them by the
New York State School at Warwick. I &a imyressed by the thoreughness
of the organization's worl: and alec by the group of young Zen who ars
on its Board of Directors. I ma Lipressed by the liaagination wilch
1iss back of the Exscutive Director, ./iss Viola Ilaa, and of course 1
mn 1 :ressed by the fact that Dr. Willians, our Superintendent at Tar-
wick, is so sure of tie results wilck have already been acaieved and
has such great hopes for the future. I feel as he doss that tais
organization has a great deal to give us in our Job of re-establishing
delinquent boys in the coamnity. This tyze of work cannot be dons by
the normal emjloyuent service, but needs to have a drive of lmagination
and jossess a freedon of action that morsally such agencles do not -
H0BE08S.

I hoe you will not consider it resumptious of me to gend you thie
letter, but I am saking an exception in this instance since I belisve
it is an ocoasion in which we would be reaiss in our job if we did not
bring our joint of view to the mrojer authorities.

Very sincersly yours,

David 0. Adie
(8igned) Com:issioner
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Rosear B Hasmus
Asgistany Director
December 3let, 1940

My dear Mre. Hoosevelt:

Thank you for your cheek to our Christmas fund. Last year we took
in seven hundred dellars and this year we are nearing the fifteen
hundred mark.

Recently I heard from Ann Morgan's secretary that ghe will return
goon, and as soon as she dosa I sm golng to call & group of women
together with the hope that we will be able to ralse the funds to
start the Girl'e Divielon. With the few girls we have been able
to place we recognlze thet a job s not ms difficult to obtein for
them as is the prablem they have with thelr lelsurs time. This s
malnly one of gettipg the opportunity to mix in scclety. By that

1 mean community mctivities, and to te able to find thelr omn places
as individusle. Another problem ie the problem of their not having
sufficlent training to enable them to use the Jjob opportunity that
now exlste, a phase which I am sure we cen work out with Miss
Additen of Bedford.

On the boys side, we have a concern at the present time, of finances
which are not as high ss I would wish. However with the New Year
coming I have hopes that things will not be too difficult.

Mr. Bobert Hannum of our office ls now taklng charge of the Defense
Program and I have asked him to let you kmow of the progress being
made, which seems to be quite favorable at the moment.

1 received the letter which Commiesioner Studebaker wrote to you end
have pasaed it on to Mr. Hannum.

My best wishes to you for & very happy New Year, but recognize that
it will be & solemn year to fage.
Yery sincerely yours,

U et G .

Viola Ilma /
wi/mi

ADVISORY BOARD
Claybargh Dr, Alice ¥, Keliher M. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Victor Reudin
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My dear Mlse Ilma:

Mrs. Roosevelt is very aorry
Lhat she fas no time free when she could
lunch with ;ou, However, she could see
you at her apartment, 20 East 11th Street,
at elther 9:30 a.n. or 4:00 FPafls OO
January 17,

7ill you let me know at ance
which hour is wore cunvenient for you as
Mrs. Boosevelt's calendar rills up very
quickly.

Very slncerely yours,

to
Mrs. Roosevelt
Uiss Viola Ilma
Imw-wmm, Inc,
€ West LOth Strest :
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My dear Mras. Hoosevelt:
I spoke to Betty Hawley yesterday snd she
mentioned that ahe had hesrd from you.
Would 1t be poesible for you to have lunch
with us some time next week to discuss further the plens on the
Defense Program which we have initiated via mail?
The N. Y. A. is working out fairly well.
We have been terribly busy with the Christmas
rush and now looking forward to m full year.
Appreclating your letting me know if an
appolntment can be arranged, I am,
57“:.%: youra,
Viola Ilma
Mre. Eleanor Hoocsmevelt
The White Housae
Washington, D. C.
vi/mi
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{.'.' Board of Directors: Anman E. Ancusoio, Chairmes of the Board and Trearurer;
I,'I!I J. RawpaLt CResL, Presidest; Mis. Lionat C. Penens, Ja., Vice-Prerident and Secentary;
Guact ALLEN DBanos; GLENM GARDNER: SpEwcIn Mitiss, Jr; Waiten N.

Travem, 3a0; Hatsteo B, VanoesPose

Viows lusa
7 - Ronert B Hamsium
Exerucive Dirvcsor Janusry 28,1941 [ \ Assissens Director
£
Ky dear Mrs. Hoosevelt: {':/: J;'I/,f

Very bad news. The Hayden Foundation decided not te glve us a grant agsin
this year sizply because they thouzht 1t wes unwise to aet a precedent. That
means we are $5,000 cut snd brings us down to almost no funde whatsoever,
At present I am aiming to get ten veople to give a hundred dollars each so
that at least the month of February will be covered and I think I hava
accomplished this.

Your suggestion of a luncheon at the White House s one vay of hope end also
NHewbold Morris suggested heving a luncheon at which the Mayor would speak,
which alsc mipght be promising. I think I cen have the opportunity to meet
other neople es we move slong, but thinge are in a discourasging moond at the
pregent time,

Do you feel that a emall luncheon, with fewer people, is A wiser nlan than

& lerger luncheon? Would you want me to get up & 1list te gupnlement yours?
If 8o I shall work on 1t immediataly, narticularly if ¥ou can give me an idea
8z to how many oeople we should heve, end slso when.

Have you had a chance to talk to Dr. Alexsnder of the Hosenwald Fund, or
with the Federal State Employment on the sugzestlons that .l £sve concerning
a special divielon for socially handicapned people? Or any further news on
the poseibility of boys, with regard to getting into the Army or Uavy? And
have you hed a chance to apeak to Barney Esruch?

I frankly might admit that our Boord almost decided to close the office,
feeling that it would be mo Aifficult to relse funds but I won againat that
view point because I am posltive that we can ralse twelve thousand a year,
if not more, to do the veluahble work that is before us,

Sincerely,

Volo W
' T

| Viole Ilma

| Mra. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White Housa

._Jlﬁnm&._& C.
vi/mi -

ADVISORY BOARD




Pebruary 21, 1941

My dear lilse Iloa:

lrs. Roosevelt will be glad
to ses you If jou can come to her
ment, 20 Last 11th Strest, at nine o'clock
on February 27,

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Uras. Hoosevelt




VioLs ILaa
Execuwiive Divecior

YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, IINc. {5;.1}-" - |

B WesT 40TH STREET . PENNSYLVANIA 6-9143 . New Yoak, M. Y.

¥ ]
Mﬁﬂ#mw:;ﬁmu!.mcﬂuﬂmmn;rm;m; Z;
J. Ravpare Camen, Presidens; Mus Lionns C. PexEna, Jr., Fice-Presidest sud Secresary;
Grace Aview Bawos; GLENN GARDINER; Spscin Mites, Ja.; Warten N
Tuavas, 3no; Hatsteo B, VanoeaPony
Rosens B Hawmus
Assiztans Director

February Z0th, 1841
My dear Mrs. Roocsevelt:

I have Just returned from Cklahoma, after spending & fer daye with
Hr., Whiteside and Ur. Flelds of the Flelds Fourdation, snd I had a
fine opvortunity to hear of thelr wori,

They elso took me to the Girl'e Industriel School, leaded by Kre.
Crelghton Burnham who inmugurated the "date night® which, much to
her regret, was cancelled. She sald it was a eéreat success and 1
was ln favor of it and thou it it was a haalthy plen.

The plans for the Dinner are complete and I am gqulte delighted about
it. 1 would, however, like to have a chance to saes yvou and tallk over
& few matters. Would you be sble to glve we & short sument of time
wien you plan to come to New York next tisa?

'
Kost eincerely yours, ?'T ’
5,_.6' - s
z/ 2. £ 'INL
Viole Ilma ./i' ?
Mrs. Ellnor Honsevelt
The Mite House
Weshington,” D. C. ; i
1/mi "3 '
vi/m '
g jﬁ*
ADVISORY BOARD
Mra. 5. Winston Childs, Jr.
A G AR e iz Jousdan Rapp
Mo 3 Roosevel

Alice V. &D.
B
ﬂ M, Weil
ﬁ-_ M Weingart
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MARCH 13, 1RZE

TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES ‘

i rou he Hhite House
Wasiington

o,

Miss Malvina C. Thompsan Loy P
20 Eant 11th Jtreat f
New York, Naw York

Migs will be at the apartment at nine a.m.
morning. ;

February i; 1941

M.T.Lynd




Viora luua
Executive Divector

YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.,
8 WEST 40TH STREET . PEMNSYLVAMIA 69143 . MNiw York, N. Y.

Board of Directors: ]. Rawoarr Crnrt, Chairman of the Board; GLENN GARDIMER,
President; Mas. Liowsr C. Perera, Ju., VieePretident asd Secretary; AnMar
ArcHBoLn, Trearwrer; GRACE ALLEN Bawes; Srencen MiiLes, Ji.

A Bosrat B HAMNUM
Ftu s 194) Ausistans Direcior

Felrua oy ...':‘1'.15'1. 1941

My dear iiss Thompson!
1 will %e glad to mert lirs. Ronzevelt

en tie 27th of Februsry end w111 be sl lier sonrtzent nk

aine o'elock.

Sineerely ymoura,
‘7‘4-*1‘_':-_ -;B"“;"

Viola Ilnw -

w.iss lMelvina C. Thounpson
Seorcvtory to Lra. Hoosewelt
The White Houoa
Weahingten, D, 3.
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8 West 40TH STREET . PENMSYLVAMIA 69143 . Niw York, M, Y.

b /// YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.

il Board of Directors: ]. Rasoars Crept, Chairman of the Board; GLENN GARDINER,
"' Prasidens; Mas, Liower C. Pengna, I, Fice-Prendens and Secretary; Ansiar E.
Arcuporn, Treasrer; Guace ALLEN Bawcs; SpencER MiLLEr, Je.

Ropert K. Hamnuw
Esesutive Divectar FEy 24 194§ Ausissans Divesiar

Febtruary =Z5th, 1841

My dear Wiss Thompeon!
1 will be glad to meet lirs. hoozevelt

on the 27th of February and will be at her apartment at

nine o'clock.

Sincerely youra,
Verln Horr

C.
Viola Ilma

Kiss Malvina C. Thompson

Becretory fto Krs. Roosevelt
The Wnite House
. Washingcton, D. C.

vifmi

£l
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VioLs ILma
Execuiive Divacior

YoUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
8 WesT 40TH STRrET . PEmmsvivamia 69143 . MNew Yome, M. Y.

Board of Directors: Armar B. AncusoLn, Chatrman of the Board and Treasurer;
J. Barpary Cregr, Presddent; Mes, LioneL © Penena, Jo., Fice-Previdend and Seceetary;
GracE ALLEM  Banos; Guews Ganpiwem; Seewcer Milies, Jr; Walmesn M.
Teaven, 3up; Harsven B, VanoeaPoEL
Ronert B, Hamsius

| Avsisiant Diveciorn
]
/ e,

March Eth, 1941
My dear Miss Thompeont

1 thought you would like to have the confidential report which I
have recelved. I would be apt to agree very closely with Mr. Ered
¥illiems, He is a former ex-judge and very well known in Oklahoma.
Hie resctions wore rather duplicate to mine, This report was ob-
teined by Ur. Bobert McCormick who 1s mssoclated with our organ-
ization and he ia & law partner of the firm of Alexander & OGreen,

The repert from Mr. Vance Griffith to Mr. Henthorne is the infor-
mation that thaK]‘lulh Foundation glves out gulte openly.
‘-'_'_‘\—-—--F'

Tomorrow I am bringing the eituation before owr Eoard members and
will let you know the results of the meeting and 1n the meantime
I do hope that I hear from you on this sltuation before the White
House dioner.

Sincerely yours,

Viola Hlma

Mise Malvina C. Thompson
Beoretary to Mrs. Roomevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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HAEPER, WILLIAMS & BOESCHER
Tulea, Oklshcma

Tebruary 19, 1941

Fersonal

Mr. Eobert E, McCormick
Alszandsr & Green

120 Broadway

Hew Tork City

Dear Bobil

e my dalay in snswering your letter but I wanted to check
Thitesids Tilelds before writing to you. Incldentally, Mise
is past Fri and I saw her for a llttle while Friday evenlng
g to her a'/great deal. Ghe told me of your activities in social
ted to hear sbout them,
—

I 4o not know that «the information I can give you on Allen Whiteside and
Een Tlelds will be of much benefit—to you but at the same time I will glve you what
I kmow. In the first place, ve I Allen Whiteslde and known of his family
for many ysars. He was at o conneated with the Simelair 01l
Company in a responsible pos
ship but for some years he s wen in ineas for himself. Hs is married and
has a geown daughter. He le'a very ple t man to deal with, and he and his
family are highly thought of nis community. I do not know what his fimsnclal
condltion is except that he is apparently fairly well to do ms he and his wife and
dmughter seen to do most of the things they mt/t_,o dos. My opinion is that you can

rely upon Allen Whiteslds. ;
As to Ben Melds, I know littllfgﬁgh As I understand it, he was con-
to*

victed some years ago of fraud and was gént s Federal Penitentiary at Leaven-
worth, Eansas, for a term of years and sarved l:§n.1 years, Someone told me they

thought he served seven years tut I am nod, cert of that. The reputation of Mr.
Flelds, so far at least as the past is conaerned, is none too good. It may be that
he has reformed and that the Flelds Foundatl

Flease
a little more
Ilma called me
and enjeyed tal
worke. 1 was deli

¢ the outgrowth of m great refor—
maton on his part, but I psrsonally am not so sure. In other words, I want to re-
serve my judgment so far as he is concerneds The strongest thing that can te aald
for Tlelds is that Allen Whiteside has become associated with him in this Flelds
Toundation, "

1]

I 45 mot belleve that Mr. Whitesids or Mr, Fields has ever had any ex-
perisnce in soclal work at all and I think their approach the problem of handling
¥prigon work' is largely that of a layman, except for the ¥aluable experience along
that 1ine obtained by Mr. Tields while in prison. I do ngt know from what source
the Fields Toundation is obtaining its money or, so far that is concermed, how
much money it has. My impression is that it has been rather vagus in its statementa
on this phase of its work. Also I do not know whether he has mny established
policies for handling men who have served terms in prisea. I think the comsensus
of opinion here is that thesme men have an idea and some floanclal resources but
that judgment should be reserved on the value of their work and their general plan
until they have been in operation for a long enough period to determine what they
are doing, I have talked to one or two sooclal workers in this city who are some-
what familiar with their proJject and their cplnion is along the llnes ocutlined in
this letter. I do not wish to sppear to be putting a quietus upon possibly a
worthy project, but I want to give you my idea of i%.




= 8-

0f courss this is glven in the strictest confldence as I do not care to
havas either Mr. Whiteside or Mr. Fields kmow that I had made any report on them
or the Melds Foundation. I feel particularly that way sbout Mr. Wniteside as
his dsughter and his wife are good frliends of my wife, my mother and my sister,
and as I have sald, I feel confident that so far as Mr. Whiteslds ls concerned,
he is sincere in what he is doing. If I can obtain any further information for
you, I shall be glad to do so. My guess i that Miss Ilma from her lmvestigation
can glve you more accurately the plcture than I, had beceuse of her thorough
investigation of the Foundation, I would be inclimed to take her judgment rather
than my own. .

I hope you get out to his part of the country some time this
epring, I would be deligh to ses you.

Slocerely,

Brad

i
i




T0. ME, Henthorne Date: 18.Feb.4l.
From: Vance Oriffith Bubj: Flelds Foundation

The Fields Foundation, founded bty Benjamin F. Flelds and cperating
allegedly as a non-profit institution under a charter granted by the Ht-u'.:_- of
Oklahoms, has been in exlstance since the fall of 1940,

Hlldl-. who imeiats he serves without resuneration, is the president.

Allen Whiteside e director. BSam Clsmmer is the sscretary. Other
menbers of the board of dirsptors are Mrs. Minnle Cammock, Bhawnes, Harry Schwarts,
and D. B. Winchell of Hid—l&:t Chevrolet.

On the BosSUbe Advisors are Judge Alfred P, Murrsh, Mrs. Mabel Bassett,

Senator Elmer Thomas, Eoy Best of— Coloradb State Penitentiamry, and & number

.\\\

of other influential perscn
The purpose of theFoundation 1 fu'th" rehabilitation of deserving former
o hmﬁ‘ﬁun recommendsd to the Foundation by the

wardens of various prisons. Hehabilitation 1s _being accomplished by making small

o
loans to former priscners and then ﬂnd.h Jobe,

Flelde and Whiteside rlu-ntl with Mrs. lhunr Eoomevelt in
Washington in an effort to interest hl -l k. They also are the original

sponscrs of a bill designed to permit furhi “oners to serve in the armed forces

of the United Btates ms well as to receive benefits from federal agencies. Senator

Thomas, they say, has agreed to introduce this h'i_l"f-‘i.nﬂ;gqﬂﬁc/n.

|
|




SprTLE, MONNET & CLAMMER
ArronNgys- JouNsSELORS
Surrn 100 Punrowss Boiisoes
TulsA, PHLAIIOMA

: FiANE BRETTLE
HUGENKE O HMONNET

| Mad OLAMM Fesruary 21, 1941

FPRANE H. CLAME,JH.
MEENA CLAINE KiNcG

| Mr. NORRIS HEWTHORNE
c/o WoRLD PUBLISHING CoMPANY
WorLD BuiLDING
TuLsA, OKLAHOMA

My DEAR NORRIS:I-
AN RE: THE FIELDS FOUNDATION

PURSUANT TO OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION DF THE

| 18TH WHEREIN YOU INQUIRED ABOUT THE ABOVE NAMED CONCERN,
| MAVE PROCURED AND AM INCLOSING HEREWITH ALL AVAILAELE

| INFORMAT|ON WITH REFERENCE THERETO. | AM SURE YOU WILL
FINO THE INCLOSURES SELF-EXPLANATORY.

IF THERE |5 ANY FURTHER INFORMATION YOU MAY NEED,
L DO NOT HESITATE TO CALL UPON ME.
WiTH KINDEST PERSONAL REGARDS, | AM
E ¥ou
e
Sam Cu
B i
c
B
INC.
i
|
]
< ’




Can’t Find
Job, Wants
Jail Again

Charles Waller Issaca, 30 years
L
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explained 1o Tmacs that
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SHORTLY AFTER THE

INCIDENT DESCRIBED IN. THIS

CLIFPING FROM THE Tursa DairLy

WorLD oF SepTemBer 6, 1940,

THE BOv=-CHARLES WALTER |SAACS==
wAS REFERRED TO THE FileLps Founpa-
Tio8, NATUKALLY THE FOUNDAT o
ACCEPTED THE AS55|GMED TASK, FOR

IT IS TYPIGAL OF THE MEED TO

WHICH THE FOUNDATION IS DEDICATED.

CHARLES NOW 15 EMPLOYED REGULAKLY

IN A RESPECTABLE PLACE, AND i3
APPARENTLY SETTLED AND HAPPY. WE
ARE PROUD OF HIM AND PROUD OF OUR

ABILITY TO SAVE A BOY FROM DESPON-

DENCY AND PROBABLE TRAGEDY.

wnd su himself. He's tried to
gi n here, I kmow, But all he
been able to find i occasional
work, FPeople ty don't want
him because of his prison record™
L

mother are now.

Irmacs’ only relative In Tulss is »
brother, Isascs sayed with hils
brother, a bakery employe, when hs
firsl was released from prison, wme-
carding 1o his story to Small,

Then, Isanca sald, his brother's
wite objected 1o having the former
convict in the house, moved
her h-hnﬂnﬂ and left lssacs and
his brother, ca mald

Wednesday night, Issacs old
Eenall, his hmlhr’l én came back
but told Isascs he'd have to lesve,

tory reparts,
The federal records st the time of
Ismacs® arrest In 1537 hi

{Ihl-ind:‘lnd attended mmll:"‘n*n
rau, up B8 & young ¥
n'mfr:wﬂm in Ehawnes; lu.-nd.-:l
school through the eighth grade, and
then guit,

who hasn't had a very good chance
because of lack of parenial guid.
ance.”
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“::iWi]i Getl Chance to ng_ml

_F'::;‘: Scientific Farming,
sinal ad- Earn Tthl' “’a}'
nl wesk. | . —
n-Walter By YANCE GRIFFITH

te court As a definite and specific step

federal | toward aiding in the rehabilita-
amis- | Tom of paroled and discharged
son- | iInmates of penal institutions,
The | the Fields Foundation, recently
ne, established for this purpose and

n labor | With headquarters in Tulsa, will
president | £41ablish a rehabilitation farm in
4 | Oklahoma where deserving
rican Ped- four ;

members | Tormer inmates of prisons will

‘ea that| be cnabled to readjust them-

nroved | gelves to sociely and, at the same

% the | time. learn seientilic farming and

1pt- | engage in gainful employmenl, se-

i the | cording 1o an announcement made

Saturday by Benjamin F. Fields,
president ol the foundation

“The board of directors of ihe
Fields Foundation has sutharized the
immediate purchase and establish-
ment of a model farm.” Fields said,
“a farm containing not less than
two sections of land, A sultable lo- |
|cation for this humanitsrian ven-
lure will be selecled &2 soon as
possible.

“It is becoming Increasingly diffi-
cull to find employment for parcled
and discharged inmates of penal
institutions.  Yet these Individuals
hawve paid their debl to soclety in
full and cerlainly deserve an oppor-
tunity 1o lake their places a3 &
reapecinble member of sociely with- |
oul an inferority eomplex snd with- |
ful  being regarded as & future |
menace tn soclely,

“And il = with this viewpoint In
rrind that the Fields Foundatlon will
sran eslablish the first of & weries of
maodel farms where men will have
an apportunity to adjusl themselves.
where they will be provided with an
epporiunity to work in the open air,
to plant and harvest crops of all de
seriptions, nrrlu tractors and farm
machinery, learn dalrying and ani-
mal husbandry snd poultey ralsing.
and provide themsslves with, a
working knowledge of ihe funds-
mentals of agriculture.”

.
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Benjamin Fields' anibeainnm
maounted wisibly sa he continued to|
dwell ot length on the most recent
project 10 be sponsored bl the foun-|
dalion which he recently founded
and which s attracling both the
maral and finencial suppert of pub-
lic-apirited cltizens throughout the
enlire nation,

“This modal rebabilitation farm,”

ih mald, ”I.l ba o “chmil r:‘na
| prafit fi 80 far an the fourds-
CTEmE] fion is concerned. All of the Income

w: from the comn, colion, wheal and
akg | Other crops ms well sa from dairying
and animal husbandry and other
Afrs wources will be divided bquitably
=y 'h;mﬂ“ the former Imm of m{;l
tullons who w uperale
.'"'“"“ farm

" |including selection of seeds, of ra

L . '
v | £y

Allen Whileslde, executlve dir

will establish. Loeking over his
Benjamin F, Flelds, president; D,

“And the actual ocperatbon of ihe
farm will be under the supervision
snd guidance of experis In their par-
ticular lines The foundation will
employ &n expert in scientific farm-
ing whao will be competent o in-
siruct the workers in the operation
of tractors and farm machinery and
will even teach some of them to be-
coms seed experis

“Bumming it &1l up, it s our hope
that every salecled worker on this
model rehabilitation farm will gain
8 working knowledge of farming.

ing eattle. hogs and pouliry, and the

care and operalion of all lypes of

tarm machinery.”
.

After & briel pause, Fields guve
mare detalls concerning the farm

and place in operation,

= he declared, “will
bla guariers for married
men &4 well as for single men. Thé
men with families will lUve In neat
Little cotlages which will be srecisd
and the singles men will have their
quariers In & dormitory constructed
for thai purpose. The wives of the
workers will operats a co-operative
liry farm which will have a eol-
E: graduate as ils superintendent
"Our venture in rehabilitation will
be self sustaining in every respect
When the sducation of a worker &
completed, the foundation will maks

him as superiniendent or mansger
of privale farma 6 differeni paris

which the foundation will purchase|

an effort o securs & position for|ed

Tulsans to Establish Model Farm Colony |
To Give Former Convicts Another Chance

ectar ef ihe Flelds Foundailon,

examines & lirge scale map of Oklahoma is &n &fferl o selecl o
location for the new medel rebabilitation farm which the foundstles

shoulder, from lefi to righl, are
B, Winekell, & director, and Sam

Clammer, secrelary of the foundsllen,

of the nation or, il the worker pre- |

fers, the foundation will assist Kim
in actually secusing & farm of his
lown,”

Directars and advisors of the
Fields Foundation who alse [avor
this model rehabilitation farm proj-
ecl include: Allen Whiteside, ex-
ecutive  direclor: Senator Elmer
Thomas, Mrs. Mabel Basset, Judge
Allred P, Mursah, Lillian MeDer-
mokl, Mre. Minne 0O Cammack,
Harry Schwartz
Frank Seitle and D B. Winchell,

Allen Whitealds declared ihal an
effori to find a sullable location for
the model rebabilitation farm would
be instituted without delay.
| "All of the directors and sdvisors
jof the foundation as well as mysel!
sre of the cpinion that this farm
should be placed in aciual operation
at the wery earliest pomsible dats,”™ be
#ald. “IUs greatest value will pos-
#lLly lie in the fact that 1§ will serve
a8 a proving nd lor farmer in-
mates of penal Institutions who wish
to prove that they are resdy fo be-
come good citlzens and maks & new
place for themselves in society,

“Formerly, when a man was re-
leased from prison e had no oppor-
tunity to resdjust himsel! to a
changing world and, because he
eould not find immediate employ-
ment, was afien returned to prison
It s my sincers belief that the model
rehabilitation farm row contemplat-
by the Fields Foundallon will en-
able many deserving individuals is
became useful cltizens™

———— i

Sam  Clammer, |
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'Thomas in Rehabilitation
. Work as Fields Advisor

| Senator Elmer Thomas has accepted an invitation to become an
advisor on the board of directors and advisors of the Fields
Foundation and pledged his co-operation in the rehabilitation of
Lrted in| worthy paroled and discharged inmates of penal institutions

| throughout the nation. '
The formal acceptance of this

dent: Allen Whiteside, executive
director, and Sam Clammer,

tion.

“It was with a full knowledge of
the moral responsibilities involved
that I have joined my efforts with
those of Judge Alfred P. Murrah
and other mambers of the board of
| directors and advisors of the founda-
tion,” Senator Thomas said.

“The prevention of erime in all
of {ts phases s one of the vital so-
cial problems of our nation whether
we consider it from the angle of de-
tection, punishment, prevention or
rehabilitation,” Senator Thomas said.
“When we know that each year ap-

roximately 80,000 men and women
ram our penal institutions are be-
ing turned back into society, we
can not begin to estimate the eco-
nomie value of the work of rehabili-
tation being accomplished by the
Fileds Foundation.

“It is my sincere hope that the
public-spirited citizens of the nation
will lend moral and financial aid to
its program. Rehabilitation can not
be fully effective until the public
accepts its responsibility to help in
that rehabilitation by supplying em-
| ployment for the worthy released

prisoner and regarding him as the
responsibility of soclety.

ly by Benjamin F. Fields, presi-l St e o e

secretary of the Fields Founda-|

invitation was announced joint-

e

s

Senator Elmer Thomas.

President Benjamin F. Fields re-
cently conferred with Senator Thom-
ag in Washington with regard to the
welfare of paroled and discharged
inmates of penal institutions.
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WHTESDE ADS
" FREED CONVTS

' He Becomes Executive
Director of Fields
Foundation

———

Following his reslgnation as a di-
rector of the Sinclair Prairie Ol
company, after nearly 24 years of
service, Allen Whiteside announced
Saturday he had accepted an invita-
| tion to become executive director of
the Fields Foundation, a natlonal or-
ganization engaged Im the work of
rehabilitating deserving paroled and
discharged inmates of penal institu-
tions.

Whiteside will take up his new
duties Monday with offices at the
headquarters of the foundation in
the Petroleum building.

“] first became Interested in the
| rehabilitation of worthy former

prisoners through the efforts  of
| Benjamin F, Fields, president of the
foundation,” Whiteside sald. “The
more 1 thought of this matler, the
mors impressed 1 became with the
need for such an instifution =s he
has founded. .

“For some time 1 have felt I
would like to do something to help
my fellow man, something for which
s vital need existed, and I am con-
fident that no individual was ever
more In need of assistance than a
worthy individual recently dis-
charged from a prison. When 1 was
invited to devoie my full time to
aiding in earrying out the aims and
jdeals of the Fields Foundation, 1
accepted without hesitance.

Would Siop COrime.

“To ellminate crime, the annual
Inltiun.tl bill for which totals §15.-
| 000,000,000 and which is dailv in-

e ———— e~

Into New Work

Allen Whiteside, sbove, who
will become execative directer of
the Flelds Foundation, engaged In
rehabilitation of worthy released
Inmates of prisons,

e —y

cnul.nt(. ig the ideal of the founda-
ton It is my belief that this can
be sccomplithed to a considerable
exient by tinding honest employ-
ment for former inmates of prisons
who have paid their debt to society
and wish to become respected mem-
bers of that same society.

“In the work of rehabilitating
such Individuals, the foundation will
be desling directly with the most
difficult of all things to influence,
human nature, and with one of the
most complex and baffling of all

nature s creations, human beings
It's progress toward this goal, nat-
urally, will be depending upon the
moral responsibility and the aid ren-
dered by public spirited citizens
who have come to the realizalion
that society must solve the problem
of paroled and discharged inmates
of penal institutions in a logical and
humane manner.”

In referring to his new apppoint-
ment, Whiteside also expressed his
appreciation for the confidence
placed fn him by the members of
the board of directors and sponsors
of the organization.

“] am deeply grateful” he said,
“ihat such public spirited citizens as
Judge Alfred P, Murrah, Sam Clam-
mer, Frank Settle, Harry Schwartz,
0. B. Winchell, Mrs. Minnile O, Cam-
mack and the Hon, Lillinn McDer-
mott of Little Rock, Ark., should
place such trust in me and I shall,
in every respect, mttempt to merit
their confidence.

Will Tackle Bif Froblem.

“It i3 my intention to devole vir-
tually all of my time to a vigorous
prosecution of the foundation's pro-
gram, These individuals are faced
with an extremely difficult problem,

the difficulty of which wvery few
citizens actusily realize.
“The majority of them do not

know what to do when they are re-
leased from a prison. They do not
know where or how they can find
work, where they can live or who
will land them money until such
tima as they are enabled to adjust
their future course of exisleace.

“This perlod of readjustment is a
particularly wital problem which
must be solved in order that the
future actions of between 50,000 and
70,000 former prisoners may not act
a3 a boomerang to society.

Speaking today of Allen White-
gide’s acceptance of the invitation,
Benfamin F. Flelds said, “Bath the
board of directors of the foundation
and myself wers gratitied. It is
through the whole hearted co-opera-
tion of such humanitarians that the
alrme and ideals of the foundation
will be realized™
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MURRA TOASSIT
FORMER CONVITS

Federal Circuit Court
Judge an Adviser on
Fields Foundation

——

Alfred P. Murrah, judge of the
United States circuit court of ap-
peals, long interested in the rehabili-
{ation of paroled and discharged in-
mates of penal institutions, Wednes-
day accepted an invitation to be-
enme an advizer on the board of
directors of the Fields Foundation.
according to Benjamin F. Fields,
president of the foundation.

“The scceplance of this invitation
by Judge Murrah to serve an the
board of directors and sponsors nf
the foundation was highly gratifying
both to myselt and to the other
members of the board,” Fields an-
npounced, “When men of his ealiber
and eminent legal standing consent
to mid in the important work of re-
habilitating deserving former pris-
oners, it gives me definite assurance
that all the aims and ideals of the
foundation will be successfully car-
ried out.”

In formally consenting to accept
the moral responsibility as a mem-
ber of the board of directors and
SPONSOTE, Judﬁ Murrah said, “The
invitation to become an adviser of
the board of directors of the Fields
Foundation is appreciated and I ac-
cept with pleasure.

“Sn long as I live,” Judge Murrah
eontinued, “1 shall never be too
busy to assist In the rehabilitation of
those who have erred.”

Long an advocate of the credn that
the ultimats aims of law enforce-
ment are the protection of society,
Judge Murrah has often stated that

-

Adisr

ek L

Judge A. P, Murrah of the fed-
eral cireult court of appeals
Wednesday became an adviser to
{he Flelds Foundatlon for the aid
of paraled or released convicls.

{hese aims can be aecompl ished anly
by wvirtue of a co-nrdinaled and con-
{inuous program beginning with the
prevention of crime and ending with
an earnest elfort 1o rehabilitate the
offender who has been paroled or
discharged from a penal institution.
“Exactly such a program &8s this
ts included in the aims of the Fields
Foundation,” President Benjamin F.
Fields pointed out, “and it is my
gincere hope that, through the co-
ration of such humanitarian and
ublie-spirited citizens as Judge
urrah the foundation will justify
its existence.”
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ASKEDERONLS

Tulsan Pushes Bill to
Allow Released Pris-
oners to Enlist

——

Benlamin F. Flelds, president of
the Fields Foundalion—an organi-
zation devoted to the rehabilitation
of former inmates of penal institu-
tions—ret Tulsa Wednesday
after milending the American Prison
congress at Cincinnati.

Fields also visited Washingten for
the purpose of conferring with Sena-
tor Elmer Thomas with regard lo
the welfare of paroled and d

charged p [¢ 3
While in Washington, Fields urged
that

Senatar Thomas and his coll
to sponsor a bill in congress
would permit former Inmates af
to enlist in the army as well
ted In CCC camps
o
the rhz-u-

part In
MELSUrEs the United States”
Fields declared, “and Senator

‘| Thomns gave assuranee that he

consider the immedinte

the fulure scope of its work will be
natlon-wide.

Fields declared  the Foundation
had become & member of the
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RELEASE....

Every hour of every day, somewhere in the United
States, the outer gates of some penal institution swing
open, literally disgorging into the stream of society
men and women who, having completed their sentences,
are to be "Freed". '

Somewhere, some Warden has just shaken hands with
these men and women and in effect said: "Go and
sin no more!"

THE SENTENCE BY THE JUDGE....

Months or years ago a Judge said to these men and
women, "The judgment of this court is that you shall
be confined in prison for a term of 1, 2, 5, 10 years."
That sentence, severe as it might have seemed at the
moment of pronouncement, was infinitely less severe
than the sentence "Society" is now about to proncunce
upon this FREE (?) man or woman.

THE SUMMATION....

As the gates swing outward, Society reviews the years
of servitude, and this FREE man or woman, must listen:
"You were uniformed—your name bocama & number—yeur physical

activitios wers regimented fo the ‘nth degres. Your need for con-
structiva thinking was taken from you—shelter, clothing, focd wara

i




provided for you—Every normal emotional expression was denied
fo you. You were surounded with the most vicious of all environ-
mant, You wore forced fo witness the retum of other men and
woman, wha had basn released but who fasled—parhaps ot aatirely
dun to fheir own shoricomings, to breast the fide of & very competi-
tive axistence.”

“These friends to whom you might now have turned, have, during the
yoars, bacome estranged or lost fo you.

“Your home, such as it was, has been broten,

“fou have been previded with a cheap suit of prisan-made clothing,
so that all peace oficers may recognize you, thus, your every act
will ba viewad with suspicion,

“You have been suzplied with a copitel which should laave you in
want within & wesk.”

The gates have now been closed behind them—and
these ex-inmates are FREE.

This is the portrait of a released ex-inmate.

The most vital need of this released man or woman is
employment—immediate employment.

A "SIX TIME LOSER" SAYS:

With reference to employment, "Six Time Loser," writ-
ing through "LIBERTY," December 10, 1938, presents

i a vivid picture of the exinmate from the moment of
THE SENTENCE BY SOCIETY.... release, frankly, fearlessly and grephically:
The sentence of Seciety is, having branded you with =+ % = Who'll hire him? Will you?

the stigma, "ex-convict,"

*You are o returm o & life where competifion is kean and in which
man and womsn who have never been ai unfortunate as you have
baen hava failed and M‘ﬂd&ﬂr fﬂl'ing.

"vapnnihhnhlulnmhm-dmphymﬂiihboﬁmﬂh
your path. You are to ba ghunned and despiied, and aven tha
fight to die for your country in armed conflict i to be withheld
from you.

thay have & parfoct right fo know. Can he say: ‘In the X Peniten-
fiary, for Warden Z | worked for him in thore for teo, ben, or
yoars'?  And if ha lies, bis phony refarences are quickly

long as

twonty-five
chocked up on and the job gone amywey. So what'?
“Wiel, | know what | have done. | stuck it out honestly as

| could—as long s my few maasly dollars lasted—and then | stole.
1 tried my damaedest to find any kind of honeit work, couldn’t do

=




it—then thele. And not just once or fwice but hundreds of times|
It was steal or starve with me avary fima, | tell you; and any hungry
man will steal. You would. If you think you wouldn't, then you
roally muit fry it some fimal™

oo 'IMMMMMMHﬁﬁmm&pﬁP
gnery, and | know that not cne man in twanty goos back to a life of
crima after his first clash with the law for any ressen in the world
ascept becauss he has fo do so maraly to exist"

" ® * According fo J. Edget Hoover's own figures, it corti the
taxpayers of the United States more than fiftesn billion dollars &
yoar o fight erimal Thers are thousands of murders in this country
avary ysar—most of them committed in connection with some rob-
bary—and unguastionably a large parcantage of them committed
by discharged prisoners, mon actually forced to steal or starve.”

“Mo, it is not the prisons themssbves that raie afl the hell with us
fallows. I i their aftermath] [# is you that we are afraid of. You
and your ignorance of azachy what we ars up sgainst, You and
your quick wilingress fo blame u because wa have to eatl In
prison, we got by. W had a roof over our heads and food for
our bellies. Tou dony us these things from tha very minute we are
sof “free,” and call us mames and send us back fo prison, | don't
sxaggerate. | am but partially fo blame. | can't bast a game that
has ol of the cards stacked sgainst ma. And naither could you, in
my shoss, The only wonder to ma is that | haven't dona worsa by
you than | have. 5o far, | hove held my many crimes fo straight
thafs, Othors hawen't always besn o considerate of youl”

THE NEED OF A FRIEND....

If there is to be any rehabilitation of first offenders, any

—r

activity on behalf of the ex-inmate must have begun
before the moment of release; when, if ever, the
ex-inmate needs, besides immediate employment, a
FRIEND.

A friend who is sincers, who understands their problems
and handicaps and who can and will financially assist
them with immediate funds, help them secure employ-
ment, and by wise counsel and timely advice assist these
unfortunate men and women in the rejuvenation of a
much devitalized morale.

Such a friendship, so desperately needed by these help-
less, bewildered men and women, can only be ade-
quately provided by a private organization maintained
by private funds.

Mo state or federal organization has or ever can fulfill
this requirement.

An organization directed and supervised by men and
women who sympathetically and understandingly know
the problems of the ex-inmate; an organization of such
integrity that its influence with reference to employ-
ment opportunities for ex-inmates will be ]
and of such strength that funds can be loaned for
temporary relief to these ex-inmates on a basis of long
time repayment.

—f—




Every ‘loan made to these es-inmates, every dollar
expended, every activity initiated on their behalf is not
charity, but an Investment in the Futures of Men and

Women.

THE FIELDS FOUNDATION
dedicated to

THE REHABILITATION OF FORMER
PENAL INMATES

The
FIELDS FDUNDATION

ADMINIGTRATIVE OFFICES
TULEA. m.mnm

Board of Directors
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Secretary
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Erecutive Director, Young lmv?.:-n Foundation, Ins., New York Clty
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Prevident Tulsa Chapter, American Federation of Labor
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years 1938-39 and 1539-40., The resason for this is that
osavalt phoned me that you requested to see our books whigh
tit::hqaunr to you. The reports show that our flnancial
tus is public property. More detalled information is at your
comnand at any time you wish, or anyons else's.

In short, we nay
hops this {0 a
1t must ba, re
Tlelds Foundatidy
with the Flelds

approval by people i
HagCommiclk.

Hd recelve the request fros you. However I

mant or & misunderstanding which I beliewe
om ¢ conversation io relsationship to the
ganization never had eny offlclal connsctlons
and have withdrawn from any acoperation

Cu thes 1Bth of March Mras. Hgo
half of our nrnuhnln

people in our work as 4
present. May I extend §

gape of which 1s to interest new

ig soze of our “ateady friends®

ban to you end Hrs. Bannett and
I ceriainly do hope you will come fgr it will enable yargjo hear our
story completely., We dé\mot considér that we are working in the
prison field for most of pg fen come to us through Mew York
Btate Tralning School Yor EHg oxsacklie and the other groups which
are listed im our report. It 1s for that reason that we have btesn
in clossr contact with the juvenile fleld

to sxperiment on the relationship tg| Job opportuliities for rehabil-
itation for young boys. Wa faal s & dent lo this
fleld we will make a small but ao ion to the entire
problem,

o




Wr. Bennett Ma¥gh 6th, 1941

Heping to hear from you, I mm,

Sincerely yours,

Ur. James Bannett
DMrector of Tederal Bu

Washington, D. C,

?J.l’n Mra. Roose

P.5, This was wri
¥ou to have 1t o
and ""I hﬂ“‘

,}*\ fors our telephons conversation but wanted
and I as indeed delightod that you
44 the dianer,




March 12, 1941

My dear Liss Ilma:

Mrs. Roosevelt has asked me to
send you for your information the enclased
Sopy of this memorandua which she has re-

l“l‘l'ld-
Very sincerely yours,
Adainistrative Officer
Soclal Correspondence
I
|
Miss Viola Ilma
Toung Wen's Vocational Foundation
8 West LOth Street
Bew York, New York

uh




March 20, 1941

My dear Miss Ilma:

1 am sorry I did not recelve your
letter of March 14 until after the party the
other night. I have been away so
mall has besn delayed. I &
to talk to jou about the very peculiar letter

I thought the dinner a great success
and hope you will get some money.

Thank you for sending me the book
"Famine Stalks Europe®. I shall read it as
soon as I have time,

lhiss Viola Ilma
Young lien's Voeational Foundalion, lnc,
& e 4ULHR St N




Ilma:

I am sorry I did not receive your letter of March l4th
until after the party the other ni:ht. I have been away
80 much, my mill hae been delayed. I should have likzed
to talk tc you about the very peculiar letter from Nrg.
Whiteside. I am writing to him.

I mepe thought the dinrer a great success and hope you will
get some money.

Thank you for saedtng me the book "Famine Stalks Eur-ne"
I shall read it as soon as I have time.

E.R.




YoUuNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.

8 WesT 40TH STREET . PENNsvLvANIA 69143 . New Yoax, N, Y.
_——

Board of Directors: Anman E. Ancusoio, Cheirmen of the Board and Treatsrer;
| J. Rampary Caxne, President; Mus Lionsr C, PERERA, Ji, Vice-Presidens and Secestary;
- Davip C. Apie; GLENN Garnivin; Warten M. Tiaven, dao; Havstep B, VanoerPosL;
Hezsexr B, Wiiriass, PRD,
VioLs lesa : Rosent B Hawwus
Evecutive Direcior 7 r', + | Assistant Divgcior
) F 5
+
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March 19th, 1941

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I met the suthor of this book lmst year
when he was Chief of the Labor Division on Mr. Hoover's Finnish
Relief Campaign.

I thought the informaticn in the book
would be of interest to you.

Sincerely,
,[\ Zorts
Viola Ilma
Mrs. Elessnor Roosevelt

The White House
Washington, D. C.

vi/mi x&

ADVISORY BOARD




WVioLa luss

Execwiive Divecior

YouNG MEN's VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC. MAR 3« |
8 WesT 40TH STREET . FENNSYLVANLA 69143 . NMNew Yomx, M. Y. 1941
%
Boerd of Directors: Ansisn E. Ancusorn, Chaiveian of the Bosrd and Treasurer;
J. Barioact Conee, Precident; Mus. Liower © Penens, Ju, Viee-Previdens and Seceetary;
Davap C. Apin; GLEnN GARDINER ; Warten N, THAYER, 3kp; Havstan B, VanoeaPoEL:
Heznear B, Witliams, FhD,

RopEat B Hammus
Ausisiant Divecior
March ld4th, 1941

My dear Mra. Hoosevelt:

I was most distressed over the Fields sltuation and still feel that the
"tempest in theteapot" wns unnecessery. [ presented the entire matter
to our Board of Directore at & meeting last week. The enclosed latter
was drafted by & committee of three Board members and waes sent to the
Flelde Foundation.

It would be dAifficult for me to work in thie fleld if I distrusted a
person who made one mistake, even one as severe as Mr, Ben Fields'.
Personally I feel that he has a right to want to work in the field he
has chosen and that for us to distrust him at the ocutstart is unfalr.
I have gone over the matter thoroughly and have spoken to Mr. James
Bennett, Warden McOee and Austin MacCormick and despite thelr firm
distrust of Mr. Flelds they were not able to give me any tanglble
facts egainet him, save his past, mnd thelr judgment of him being
besed on that.

When I phoned the distreseing and uncomfortable news to Mr. Whitealde,
concerning their being disinvited to the White House, as well as tem-
porarily resigning from their Advisory Board, I admit it was not the
moet pleasant of tasks and he took it quite bravely.

The letter which you now have from Mr. Whiteside was the firet lead of
the accounting of thelr finances.

1 supposs we might have a little time before the dinner, perhaps Monday,
if you wish it, where I can give you the resume of all that I have btesn
able to discover, because it is a situation which I sm golng to follow
through quite thoroughly. I also plan to see Mr. Bennatt before tha
White House dinner and I am delighted that he is coming. Mrs. Perera
and 1 shall keep our time open, avallable to you, if you wish to see us,
otherwiss certailnly.on Tuesday evening.

Moat eincerely yours,

oEe
i
i

[
Miss Elua

r.

Mra. Hoomevelt "F" a Ilma
Washington, D. C.
vifmi ADVISORY BOARD
My, Richard Storrs Childs Mrs, Wardellen Jackson Charles Poletti
Mrs. 5. Winston Childs, Jr, tum William Ripp
= iEileans  EEGRT
Mme. My, Whitean Knapp
Harry ¥, m‘;ﬁu %Iﬁu
x':..,, Rrmeat K. Licley
M.
Richard Weingart

i
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Ueroh l4th, 1941

Fields to know that we deeply appreciste your
kind o of oooperation and your very gensrous financial asslstance.
¥a find 1ves, howsver, in a most difficult position dus to the
faot that Mr. Flelds is, as you know, not yet entirely acocepted by
the leading penologlst we are almost entirely depsndent upon
the advios, assist peration of these most imnortant paople
in our field of geme to the conelusion that our
organization would/lose more t 1t would galn by working with you
at present. Sin lieglance in these matters must be to
the good of the o s feal that we must decline with thanks
your kind lnvitati ate with you, - much as we would llke to
hava done 80.

highest adsiration for your ambitl and we know that you will be

Please be assured that this Board % this date mothing but the
successful in oarrying them outy

sel thot wa have parmitted you
isapprehension, we ask you to
contribution to you.

In view of our reluctance to
to make gensrous contritution
advise us if you prefer that

We wish your Foundaticn great succails in your public soirited effort
and we would be very pleased to receive coples of puch reports me you
may lesus from time to time.

Fresident

Mr. Allen Whiteaids %

i et
iro/ni
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA-
DEPARTMENT OF CHARITIES AND COREECTICNS
STATE CAPITOL
OELAHOMA CITY

March 3, 1941

Miss Viola Ilma, Executive Director
Young Men's Vocational Foundation, Ine.
B Weat 40th Street

Hew York, N.Y.

Uy dear Miss Ilma:

Recelved your letter and was very glad indeed to hear from you.
¥ar sc sorry that we could not have a longer visit while you were
in Oklahoma. Thare was so much that we could have talked about.

Thanks also for the pemphlet. Will read it with a great deal of
interest, as I understand you came here at the request of Mrs.
Hoosevelt to look into the mctivities of the Flelds Foundatlon.

Is that correct? I have mccapted a place on the edviscry Board of
the Foundation, and eo has Judge Murrah, one of our Federal Judges,
and threes othera, but we have not yet had a meeting of the Board
g0 kmow very little about the finances of the Foundation. The
gbject ls indeed a worthy one and one in which I am intensely
interested. I hope they will find it poseible to have a meeting
of the Board scon. Think this {8 gquite necessary.

Did not know until I received your letter that they intended to
work with juveniles, This sust be a recent decision.

1 trust our paths will cross again, and if at eny time you deaire

information concerning the work in Cklahoma, will be happy to
supply 1it.

¥ith best wishea, I am,

Bincerely youre,

Signed: Mabel Basmett
State Commimsioner Of Charities & Corrections

MB/P
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VioLa ILsa
Executive Director

N

YOUNG MEN's VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC. At
8 WesT 407H STREET . PENNSYLVANIA 69143 . New Youx, N. Y. JE =)
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Sl March 25th, 1941

My dear Mre. Roosevelt: |

I have & good deal more information on the
Flelds situation and would 1llke to tell you about it, preferably
in en interview. It is much too much to write.

I am very anxlous teo know what you thought
of the boye record.

On the book "Famine Stalks Europe" 1 disagree
politically with Dr. Lipesett - a steunch Hooverite, but do have
admiration for his knowledge and ability and I feel that occcasion-
ally one must be open minded in this directiom. I didn't want to
mislead you.

Esverberatione on the dinner are inereasing
and I think we will raise the money that we hoped we would. As I
promised, when all the results are in, I ghall glve you a tabulation
which I am sure will be of interest to ¥ou.

\ Appreciating an appointment to discuss the
above matter at your convenlence, [ am, i

Eost eincerely,

Vicla Ilma
Mra. Eleanor Bocsevelt
The White Eouse
Washington, D. C.

vi/ml
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Yo record of letter from Vincont Falby to Vieola Ilman
rr from Miss Ilma to Yrs, Rocsevelt raprrding Falby,
Parthar, no reference appears to hawve bean mane to

any of the Dennrtments.

He Gl =it
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April 10th, 1941
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: :
I !
\ When I Yast saw you in New York I gave you
a letter which Mr. Vincent Fn.{h}r. a young Negro boy wrote to me, in
the hope of getting into the aviatlion industry.
-
Have you teen able to take any actlon con=
cerning 1t?
Most sincerely,
L) ol [ S
Yiola Ilme :
Mrs. Eleanor Hoomevelt
The Whité House
Washington, D. C.
vi/mi
ADVISORY BOARD
Miss Henriettn Additen Mrs. Seorm Mirs, Wardellen Chasles Poleeti
5 Barnette - oy & m ey ¢
Miss Hasry V. EE M. K. Simoa
H. h m
Miss % By Mas, Lester H, Weil
M. m &
Mins Willism s, DD, 'Pu.p. Maurice R, Whitebook
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April 17, 1941

My dear Miss Ilma:

I think that your plan to expand
the Boys' Ulvision and to start & Girle'
Uivialon is very goods 1 wa gled to send
you this note of approval wnd hope the program
will work out successfully.

Very sincerely yours,

Miss Viola Ilma
Young Men's Vocational Foundation, Inec.
Brillest LOth S5t., NYC o

o,

oD
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A Roseat K. Hamsus

& Asriant Divecior

April 3rd, 1841

My dear Mra. Boosevelt:

I am now golng forward to develop plana for expansion on the
Boy's Division, am well as trying to get the Girl's Division
atarted.

¥We have the assurance of Mises Additon's cooperation and are
plmost certain of Commissicner Adle's, in relationship to
Hudson State Training School For Girle.

I sm getting a prospectus up, consisting mostly of letters from
people such as Mise Additon, important educatore and personal-
ities to make it poselble for me to present a prospectus that
will bring the results we wish.

A letter of your opinion of the plans to expand the Boy's Divislon
and start a Oirl's Division would ecarry a good deal of weight. P

!
Sincerely yours, q( ."4
% i :
U |-ﬂ‘€a— LIQ e '\-i f ;
Viola Ilma ' i
Mra. Elmancr Roosevalt ( (t- \
The White House 1 ._11 n
fashington, D. C. (: tl_‘\
vifmi
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April 18, 1941

My dear Miss Ilma:

Mrs, Ecosevelt was very glad
to write a letter of introduction for you
to Mr. Fickett and I am enclosing it.

Very sincerely yours,

Secrstary Lo
kirs. Roosevelt

Ln.u- Viola Ilma |

Men's Vocatlonal Poundation, Ine.
8 West LOth Street
Hew York, New York

oo




April 13, 1941

Ny dear Mr. Plcketit:

1 am giving this note of intro-
dustion to Miss Viola Ilma of the Togng
Nea's Vocational Foundation, who would 1ike
very much to talk to you about the work of
n-mwmmmmw.

I mould appreciate it very much
Af you could find it possible to ses Miss Tlma,

Very sincersly yours,




YounGg MEN'S VocATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.

8 WesT 40TH STREET . PEnmsvivamia 69143 . New Yomg, M. Y.

T ——

Board of Directors: Ansax B Arcyunorn, Chairman of the Bosrd and Teeasweer;

J. Rawoary Caeee, Pretident; Mas. Lokl C Perera, Jr, Fice-Preridear and Secratary;

Davin C, Angs | GLENN GARDINER | WaLTER M, THAYER, 3a0; HavrsTen B, VanoerPoEL ;
Hexsmar B, Witraus, PAD,

Viowa luaa ; f Ropeat R. Hammus
] Executive Diracior / AP : Arsistens Diractor
[ ;
T A 1 | ¢ . K i
" ') . i
[ i \ ) i
\ L ! ) : Lt ¥
l]'J { Illl I : l'- i Irl/r ! j
| L },I' v i« ; ' e
B oy - AN A :
Pl ; 3 ot April 1l4th, 1941
1 \ \ Ty y
L \'. i\

My dear Mre. Roomsevelt:

1 would like awfully much to have the oppor-
tunity to meet Mr. Clarence E. Plckett. Some how I think he must
have known my grandfather who was & Quaker misslonnry worker ia
Abrtlnnin YEenrs ago.

However that ls not the reassn I want to oest
him. I am extremely interssted to Inow more of the work of the American
Friends Service Committee, believing that some where I might be able
to be of use to them, if I can make any contributlons to the larger
oroblems that are before us.

Appreclatively yours,

u o - | ﬂ
¥iola Ilme
Mra. Eleanor Roosewvelt '
The White House |
Washington, D. C. f
vif=i
| A T
¢
TS
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Dear Miss Iloa:

Replying to your recent inquiry,
Mr. licosevelt thinka that the women she
suggeated to you as possible members of
the Board of Directors were Mrs. Franklin
Lord, Jr. and Mrs. Raymond Ouest,

Very sincerely yours,

Seoratary to
Ura. Roosevelt.

Miss Viola Ilma,

Exsoutive Direotor,

Young Men's Vooational Foundation, Ine.,
B Weat 40th 8

New York, M. Y.
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S v

Mrs. Hocsevelt Aoril 1Bth, 1941

P.5. BSome time ago you suggested, was it a Mrs. Williem Lord, and
8 Mise Folk se possible members for the Board of Directors. I
would appreciate knowing whether these names are correct and how
to make the contects with those women.

Sincerely,

Ul b

Viola Ilma T [

) ADVISORY BOARD
| Mss, Wardellen Jackson

e

i

A




I..-i*
Foihat '

,;’ﬂ"ﬁ ¢ i /{F—
w 12. 19-"01

Uy dear Miss Ilma:
Mra, Roosevelt is sorry thut she
will not be able to see you until the Lith,

Can you be at the apartment, 20 kast 1lth
street, on thut date at five o'clook?

Very aincerely jours,

Jecretary to
Mrs. Roosevalt

T R |

-
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MISS VIOLA ILWA :
i 149 EAST 36th STREET A Al

NEW YORK CITY

MR3 ROOSEVELT CAN HOT GET AWAY IN TIME TD KEFP
. HOEE CAN

APPOINTMENT AT FIVY @&N/YOU/BI AT APARTMENT AT

BIX THIRTY TOMORACW SUNDAY

MALVINA THOMPEON
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May lst, 1941
My dear Mra. Roosevelt:
Several very vital matters have turned up
which I find most important to discuss with you.
Thank you so much for your letter of intro-
duction to Mr. Plckett. I have written to him and look forward
to an interview with him.
I thought this clipping on the Whittier Re-
formatory rather interesting.
Appreclating an appointment with you in
New York at your convenience, I am,
Most sincerely,
%,-g,,_ i P
L A
Viola Ilma
Mras. Eleanor Roocsevelt = / /
The Wnite House }(ﬁf'mf? W hA ke
'ﬂhihﬂm. nt u-l \ P f f- J/ r{/
: ! it /-
vi/mi ! ,4"*!.1 {~ Lt H" I |4
‘.r P =
Sl gl ol Vi i
Y -
ADVISORY BOARD
Miss Henrietta Additon mlmsw Mrs, Wardellen Jacksea, Charles Poletti
Mrs. Lillian Alexander Mrs. 5. Winston Je &, M. Keeny William Rapp
Grace Allen Bangs Richard T, Crane Alice ¥, Keliher, Fh.D. Min D). Rock
m Bametie Hubert T, Delany Florence My, Franklin D, Roosevelt
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Maurice
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May 14, 1941

Dear Miss Ilma; ‘;).J'-"

Iﬂnﬂﬂmhmmt.m{
ﬂmthum.xmh of course,
write him, :

Very sincerely Fours,

Miss Viecla Tima
B West 40
NYC
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May 9th, 1941

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I finally got up emough courage to see Marshall Field on my own, | , 7
btelieving that perhaps you would not get back from your trip ia ™! °
time to make it poseible for us to put & new man on before I e
went on my vacation. You will be delighted to hear that he gave

us four thousand dollars for a new placement man.

1 hope that we can get Mr. Harold Osrther who at present is with
the Children's Aid Soclety and whose specialty is the placing of
Negro boye in joba. The money from Mr. Field woe labeled spe-
eifieally for this end.

It is not often that I ask you to write a letter of thanks for o/, F",./
our organization but this is such & conmtritution that I would - °
appreciate a brief note from you to Mr. Field. -

We aleo have been accepted ms members of the Welfare Council,
in the Employment and Vocational Guidance section.

Negro woman who worked her way through college and law school,
working in & laundry in the day time and studying at night. She
passed her ber examination a year ago and was etill, when I met
her, which was a short time ago, working in a lasundry. Shameful
indeed, I interested half a doren people to sponsor her and now
our orgenization is lending her to the Urban League and in turn,
from them she is representing the Negro youths im court. I thought
that this would interest you and it does prove that it is possible
for us to make specific efforts to ald Negro people, not only
delinquents, but those who are especially gifted.

|
|
i This past week I was able to bulld up a echolarship for a young

There are small developments with Mr. Clagque, resulting from our

ADVISORY BOARD

Miss Henrietts Additon M. Richard Storrs Childs Mis. Wardellen Jackion Chasles Poletti

Mos. Lillian Alexander Mis. 5. Winston Childs, Jr. 5. M. Keeny Wil Jourdan Rapo

Benjamia |, Banvetie o uu;i-um' N Bt B Boeevelt
B. Dﬁm M. Whitmes Kaspp
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Mr. L Hunt M Keyes Winter
Miss lmes, DD, Je Maurice R. Whitebook
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¥re. Roosevelt May Sth, 1941

lunchecn at the White House and I think we will work out
pechanics through the New York State Employment wheraby it
will be possibls to place more boys directly through co-
operation with them.

Mext week our Board of Directors is having a tea for the
Advisory Board. They really have never met before.

In short, all the news this week is good news to report.

Marshall Tleld only convinces me all the more that Af I only
had the opportunity to meet a few people who have a gocial
sense, plus wealth I could build this organization, and then
into & national one, Mot that we want to move too rapidly
but the thought 1 think is worth beariog in mind,

Next week end I am spending with Miss Additon at Bedford, in

the hope of discussing the formation of a Girl's Divielon.

Miss Morgan, Mrs. Sidney K. Borg, Miss Additonm, Fanny Hurst,

and I hope you, would make a fine cirele to get sterted. I

gee no remson why the effort cannot be made, at least ino the
. fall, to get under way.

1 believe in my last letter I mentioned that 1 wanted to see you
on an important matter, which I preferred to discuss when I see
you, and that still holds.

You might be interested to know that in the last slx months we
have already passed our last year's placement record, which was
237, and this year, 243, with slx more months to go.

With much appreciation.

Mrs. Eleanor Boosevelt Sinca
¥ashington, D.C. Tlnli% %"?"’
VI/T

Polett
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Uay 15, 1941

My dear ilss Ilma:

Surday is correct for your anpolnt-
ment with Urs, Roosevelt., It ls for Sunday,
May 18, at five o'clock.

Very sincerely yours,

Sscratary to
Mro. Rooasvalt
liss Viola Ilma
Young Men's Vocational Poundatlon, Inc.
8 West LOth Strest

DU
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Daven C. Apin Guans Garniwer ; WaLTer N, THaver, 3ap; Harsten B, VanwoenPosr ;

Hezsear B, Witriams, PhD,
Viola lLsa ; Rosexr B Hann

Execative Divecior MLLD#;-:I:

May léth, 1941

My dear Miss Thompeont

Thank you for your letter of the 12th.
I will be delighted to kesp the Ippuiutn‘unt with Mre. Eoosevelt
at 20 East 1ith Street on the 168th, at five o'eclock but am just
wondering if an error was made as to the date, because it is

Sunday. It ie alright with me, but just thought I would call it

Sincerely Iﬁll.'l.'l-| ﬂ/f/

to your attention.

. L
Vicla Ilma
Mies Malvina C. Thempaon ; 5|
Secretary to Mres. Hoosevelt [
The White House -
Washington, D. C. ‘{ /
vi fmi !l H,,ﬂ“
i
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Way 18, 1941

Dear Miss Ilma;

Mrs,Roosevelt asks me to sy,
uumumhturumu, that
the apprenticeship training in sirersft
is under the Office of Education. She
Buggests that you take up the question
with [r. J. W. Studebaker, the Commissioner
of Bduoation, %

Very sincersly yourw,

Begretary to
Mras, Rooaevalt
Miss Vicla Ilma
Toung Men's Vooational Foundation
B West 40th Bisest
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May l4th, 1941

My dear Mra. Hoosevelt:

A fow days ago 1 cut out a elipping from your column concerning
the apprenticeship training which the Ecelng aircraft factory
has developed and I was extremely intereated ln the fact that
the Edison Vocational School paid a minimum of forty cents an
hour, plus increases every slx months, on an apprenticeship
scale.

This is exmctly the plan that I had hoped could be developed,
under the muapices of the Office of Education who are devaloping
apprenticeship tralning plans, sccenting that the boys whom we
are in contact with cannot go to schocl without belng pald be-
cause they have no funds whatsoever.

Although this was discussed with Miss Hawley and Helen Harrle
the situation remalne at & deadlock.

1 was wondering whether or not this idea could be carried any
further or is 1t an imposslblility?

Sincerely,

| - o "": UMG. pgg"" -
| ) S Viola Ilma
| s ' A Mrs. Eleanor Rocsevelt
: The White House
o b L ¥ashington, D. C.
f vi[mi
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May 23, 1941

My dear Miss Ilma:

Mrs, Boosevelt has asked me
to send you the enslesed ohesk for forty
dollars for use in conneotion with the

A= scholarship ereated for Miss Lucas,

Very aincarely yours,

Searatary teo
Mrs, Roosevelt,.

Miss Viela Ilms,

Toung Men's Vooational Feundatiem, Ime.,

8 West 40th Street, HOTED:
New York, M. Y. pif
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May 2lst, 1541

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Attached is a copy of & letter from the
Urban Leagus in regard to the scholarship which I have created
for Miss Lucas.

I want to thank you for being one of her
epongora and will appreciate your sending your check of forty
dollars whenever it 1s convenlent to you.

Most sincerely,

i}weﬁd““'_"‘

Viola Ilma

Mre. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

vifmi

ADVISORY BOARD

fEmAt  Gleay fleees s
D.

Haeey ¥, Gwaoion ! —~mmd K Simoa
B =




NEW YORK URBAN LEAGUE, INC.
FOR SOCIAL SERVICE AMONG MEGROES
202 West 136th Street
New York City

ce to Mre, Roosevelt
My 15th, 1941

Mise Viola Ilma
Young Men's Vocational Foundaticn, Ine.

B West 40th Street
Hew York, New Yerk

Dear Misas Ilma:

Your letter of May 16 received. I have day confearred
with Miss Lucas and am writing to say thet we should b very gled to
arrange for her to work with the New York Urban League [In the manner
cutlined in your letter. In fact, sha was acy
Ject to the working out of & progrem, ache
has now been arranged.

Uiss Lucas has visited t
coples of techniques which should s
As soon as this has been decided I w
I have arranged for her to begin ?’
progress and developments. I do Kége
the work will srove sufficlently comi
sure 1ts permanency.

4id Boclety and secured

\rulde in outlining her work.
JF imow. In the meantime,

and will keep you inforred as to

th lt— the end of six months period

potive to make it possible to in-

Thanking you for the encoursgement you have glven her and
trusting it will prove of alue not only to her but to the community
at large, I am, ;

Very truly yours,

SIGNED: JAMES H. HUEERT
EXECUTIVE DIRECTCR

Joh fme
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{
May lEth, 194l

! My dear Mr. Hubert:

Some time ago Miss Florence Lucas was sent to me. 5She ls a young
lawyer and 1 became extremely interested in her becsuse of the

fact that she was & woman and a lawyer and felt that the obestacles
for her getting an opportunity to work we that the least
I could do was to get her launched.

1 have been able to interest a group ofl(pecule to flhance her for
alw montha. I first spoke to Mr. Fabrlgent of the Legal Ald
Soclety and there was no spece for her I got in touch
with Mr, Lester Granger and he suggested tha pe the New York
Urban League might be able to use her in her Tapacity as a lawyer,
with some leeway for other activities, but basically for her to
have an opportunity to practit aw in the interest of alding
Negroes, particularly the

As I understand it, she had
Mr. Traynham and that she e
that she copy some of the teehn f the Legal Ald Socciety, for
the Mew York Urban League, 1 juld be used in that capacity.

I also menticned shat If a few law cases come her way, outside her
work with you, tha e should be allewed to follow through beceuse

she is only ﬂcclﬂ dollares a month. -

I hope that at the hd of these 8lx months your report ¢f her work
will be sufficl --!* consyrictive to make it possitle for ue to
increase her schilarship/ér make a definite job for her. In any
case, the !I...purt ig 1a thet she can be put to useful work,

| using her training

h in touch with you and with
pping her plans. 1 suggested

| I.would appreciate a letter from you as tc your aporoval on this
[ ] tion.

Sinceraly yours,

Mr, James H. Hubert
New York Urban League
202 W, 136th Street
‘New York City

vi/mi

ec to Mrs. Roosevelt




cae to Mre. Hoosmevaelt

May 18th, 1041
My dear Juldge Palgni

A young Hugro 1+dv, Wiss Florence Lucas,
& few montha ago. She is a graduate of
and passed her b.r sxamineticon a year
through college nnd alsc law mehool by
during the day and nttending sehoel at

attention

Since she has become #ligible to practioce law
impossible to get s start - ons, belng & wonan, and two, &
Nagro, and twenty-four years old

at.

I have arrenged that she b ble to woll
lengue ma a legal represeniptive in the
¥outh and the only part of
for 1s to ask alx peonle to
dollars a month per person,
two, with four mors to go.

I feel that it is
be glven an apnort
upon by har as enoyg

for the Vew York Urban .
courts for the Hegre

At T taks responsibility
at the rate of forty
cavaring-wix monthie, 1 elrssdy have

ont that s person of thile high integrity

d. this small sum of monay ‘wan agtoed

ﬂ-plt to give forty dollare? The
71 alresdy covered, which leaves only
and October.

Will you be one o
monthe of May and
MI m‘- -h‘P

Mot slnecarely,

Viola Iluas
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May 23rd, 1941 ¥

& ﬁ jo.{,,éﬁ*ﬁ"& ot {\Jw‘fA

xl My dear Mrs., Roosevelt!

. July 10th will be fine for the luncheon. These are the women I
)/ have invited to date:

Uiss Anne Morgan, Mre. Henrletta Additon, Mras. Henry Ittleson, /
Mrs. Helen Buttenwiessr, Mra. I. J. Fox, Mrs. Adsle Levy, Mra.

John Henry Hemmond, Mre. Thomas ¥. Lamont, Mre. Cecrge Eacker

and Marion Anderson.

J I do not know what responses I will have tut will let you know
within & week.

Do you have any suggeations of ether women to invite? I think
the wisest thing is to have a small group and accomplish the
raleing of six thousand dollars smongst them. ¢

I will know within & week where the luncheon will be and will
ndviee you.

' Once again I want you to know that I appreciate the wonderful
| {nterest you take in the organization.

Most sincerely,

} Viola Ilma
Mrs. Elsanor Hoosevelt
The Wnite House
Washington, D. C.
vifmi
ADVISORY BOARD
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May 27th, 1941
v My dear Mre. Hoosevelt:

Thank you so much for your check to be
used for the scholarship for Mise Lucas.

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I re-
ceived from her this morning.

I hope that some time in the Fell I will
be able to have her few sponsors meet her, where she can report
the progress of her work.

Moat slnecerely,

L)t

Viola Ilma
Mrs. Eleancr Rnéﬁlt ¢

The White House
Weshington, D. C.
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NEW YORK URBAN LEAGUE, INC.
202-6 Weest 135th ST,
' New York City

¢c to Mre. Eleanor Hoosevelt
May 26, 1941

Hiss Vigla Ilma

Young Men's Vecatlonal Foundation
B Weat 40th Street

Hew York Clty

My dear Migs Ilma:

Your letter recelved las I was more
than pleased to hear the informatlon you hore that
this project will be worthy of the fine ghonsors thef you are
getting.

In the last week such ltems as
time schedule have been worked out and the fe remaln to be
worked out, such as telephone and typemriter, I am hoplng they
will be worked out thism week. am_trying to establish the

space and

on the activities but
time, Thank yeu aga our interest ln this field. I am sure
that this project proat benefit tot only to myself but
alec to people whog'hs ofd]l probleme and cannot afford privaete
counssl.

Very truly yours,

Signed:t Tlorence V. Lucas
Attorney At Lew

l/m . LBGAL AID OFFICE




June 6, 1941

Dear Wiss Ilma:

Mra, Focsevelt has read your letter
of June 5, listing the couzitlees neaed at
the Escting of your Adviscry Board. She haw
checked gy the committes o th whioh she would
like to bo connecteds

10, Megro Problezs - oconsideraticn of
problens related to Negro Welfare,

Very sincerely yours,

Seoretary to
Hra. Roosavelt

Mizs Vicla Ilaa

Young Men's Vooational Foundation
0 Wast 40th Streat

ﬂ' h*j 't!a.




: YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC. <«¢ 4
8 WesT 40TH STREET . PENNSYLVANILA 6-9143 MNew Yorx, N. Y. é_..
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Execstivs Director Ausistant Divecior

June 3rd, 1941

My dear Mra. Hoosevelt:

The Board of Directors of the Young ifen's Vocational Foundation
were extremely sorry thet you were unable to citend the meeting
of the Advisory Board held Mey ldth, at the home of Mrs, Lionsl
C. Perera, Jr. ctneclosed is & resumes of what took pluce.

The main development is thet the Advisory Board will break up
into specific committees. We are listing herewith the commit-
tees end the duties of each. Flease check the one with whigh
you would like to be comnected.

1. Case work - collaboration with social case Workors.

2, Civie - coordination of co-oparating agencles.

3, Correction - sooperation with Training & Reform
Schoola, pertaining to problems of
institution.

4. Fducation - pertaining to educationel development

of boya.

5. Fmployment - contact with employers and trade
mssociations to develop placement
connections.

By Finance - raising of funds,

7. Labor - problems affecting wages, houra, unemploy-

ment insurance, unions.

8, Legal - drafting new legislation, edvice on present

legislation, and oncasional action for boys
| in courts.
| 9, Medical - mdvice and direction on specific medical
| - {ssues with which we are occasionally
confronted.

F
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VioLs ILma
Executivs Divecior
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Board of Directors: Ansan B, Axcupolp, Chairmaes of the Board and Trewsrer;
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Hersear B, Wittiaus, PhD,

Roseat B Hawmus
Arsistans Divecior

10. Negro Problems - consideration of problema
related to Megro Welfare.

11, Soecial Activities - pertaining to dinnerd,
banquets and benefits.

At present we plan to have the various committess meet approx-
imately three or four times a year.

I hope you will agree that this will tend to make the organ-
ization st1ll more successful and enable the many disting-
uished members of the Advisory Boerd to effectively aid its
activities,

Sincerely yours,

Bod .
Vicla Ilma
Mra. Eleanor Hoosevelt

The Whits House
Washington, D. C.

vi/mi
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June 10, 1941

My dear Miss Iloa;

I an encloslng the letters of
introduction which Mrs. Roosevelt has written
for you to take when you po fest.

U¥rs. Roooevelt is very sorry that
she cannot join your Board of Ulrectora. She
feels tial ohe must refuse all invitatlons to
affiliste with anything more as she has all
sho can possibly do at the present time.

Very sincersly yours,

Seeretary to
Mrs. Rooscvelt




June 10, 13,1

hffectionately,

Willinm Denman
“ent to ldss Vieln Tlaw

krs.
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VioLa ILsa Rosent B Hamrius
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June 6th, 1941

My dear Mra. Roosevelt:

Ag a result of the grant glven to us hy Marshall Field we have
put on & new staff member, Mr. Harold Certher, formerly employ-
ment cotnsellor with the Children's Ald Scclety, where his
specialty was in plecement of Negro youth.

The financial resulte of the White House dinner ls now $7520,
with a few more pledges to be taken inte consideration.

At a recent Beard of Directore meeting it wes felt that it wes
very necessary for us to add a few members on to our Board of
Directors. I am delighted to inform you that Mrs. Helen
Buttenweiser has accepted to come on the board and Fether Boland
ef the New York State Labor Relations Board. Father Boland,
1ike Commissioner Adie, will not be able to mttend all board
meetings btut hie mdvice, particularly on the probtlem of the
Catholic youth, and industrial relations, will be invaluable to
us, .

I

1 know how pressed you are but at the same time I would llke to ik
extend, in behalf of our Board, an invitation te you to become | \,
a mesber of the Eoard of Directors, particularly now, since we

plan to start a Girl's Divialon,

1 hope you were able to read the report of ocur Spring Tea, which
clearly shows that the Girl's Divieion should be the next atep.

1 would like to bte able to call a group of women together before
1 leave for California, to at least get n committee organized.
The main lesue again will be finances but I should think we could
ralee ten thousand dollars from an intereated group of women.
Shortly I will outline complete plans and send them to you, in-
cluding suggeationa of pecple, hoplng that others will have more
nemes to suggest.
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—

I plan to leave for Celifornia July 12th and will appreclate
the letters of introduction. I have two objectives in want-
ing to meet certain people. One 18 to see various conditlonk
in California, migratory workers, and the like, The other is
to meet some motlon pleture people in the interest of merhaps
ultimetely raising funde from them for our work.

I do hope I will have an cpportunity to see you before 1 leave,
at your convenlence.

Sine nz&)};;L Cg‘m

|

Vicla Ilma : ( ﬂ*{
Y
Mre. Eleancr Roosevelt g _1‘-'. -
The Wnite House J : - i
Waghington, D. C. ‘Ird}w ( > J
vifmi E{! '
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dear Mrs. Boossvelt: ) &'.\[’I'r t Q\ '

Walter Thayer took me to see a film titled "No Greater Sin® which
ie & very ilmportant pleturs on syphilis. The doctor in the film

| \ makes the statement: “All of us working together can make 1t &

"‘t"-.]! rare disease in our day and gemeration, and when 1t im dona we
will all wonder why so simple a thing was not done long before'.
These are the words of Dr. Thomas Parran.

Naturally the intereat that we have in ths problem ia closely
related to the effect of this dlpesse on the girls who will comse
our way in the development of & Girl's Division. I think it is &
pleture that you should see and Walter Thayer informs me that they
could arrange to have you mee it down at the White at your cooven-
lence.

I enclose a letter which I believe you have already seen but just
in case you haven't, which duplicates my reasons for You to see
this film and I would appreciate it if you could 1let me knaw by
wire when it would be convenlent for you., I think at the sams time
if Dr. Parran and Miss Lenroot were in Washington at that time it
would be of great intersst to them.

By the way, we had a very successful mseting yesterday, from a
technical point of view, in relationship to starting a Girl'es Div-
ision. Those present were Miss Henristta Additon, Mrs. Helen
Buttenwisser, Miss Buth Colline, director of the House of Detention
for Women, Miss Mebane Hunt, Executive Director of the Women's

Prison Aessociation, Dr. Alice V. Eeliher, professor of education at
Hew York University, Dr. Montague, Chief Paychiatrist of the Children's
Court, Miss Inez Paterscn, Director of Hudson State Training Scheol
For Girle, asd Mrs. Leopold K. Simon, chairman of the Delinguency
Divislon of the Women's City Club, and the Welfare Council.

It was agreed that a Oirl's Divislon would be started in the fall,
with their full cooperation.

ADVISORY BOARD
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Huzpeat B, Wittiaus, FhD,

Ropeat B Haneus
2 Aurintanl Divecior

Mrs. Eoossvelt June 12th, 1941

With a stringent btudget of $5000 we can maks a begloning Just as we
did thres years sgo with the boys. OCan't we just tring a few womea
together to accomplish this in ome aitting? Then the larger probtlem
of the coming years will be my responsibility.

If this could be wecomplished before I left for my vacation, snd I
supposs it will be difficult, the time you could set eslde to help
me with this ocould be arranged at your convenlence. I bellave we
could interest Mra. Buttenwiessr, Mrs. Adele lewy, Mre. I. J. Fox
snd perhups you might have a few wonen to suzgest. 1 wish we could
interest Mrs. Osorge Bucker and perhaps Mrs. Heary Ittleson. I
could arrsnge a luncheon hers in Now York.

The girls at Bedford are of course delighted and pow | must mot fail
them by letting eix thoussnd dollars stop the initiation of such an
important planm.

The Boy's Division 1es runcing smcothly and with great success.

Slncerely yours,
. L

Yiola Ilma
Mre. klsanor Boosevelt

The White House
Washiogton, D. C.

vifui
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CITY OF MEW YORK
[EPARTMENT OF HEALTH
125 Worth St.

H.Y.C.

June 12th, 1941

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mra., Roomevelt:

When I became Secretary of the Department of Health over three years
ago, I became interested to see if a motlon plecture of the right kind,
on the subject of eyphilis, which might be shown in public theatres
could not bs made.

After much investigation work, I took t
Barton of the advertising firm of Batt

ith Mre& Bruce
stine & Osborn,

to finance a pleture. She met with no succe t she did find Mr.
Edward &. Golden, & motlon plet producer with years of experience
behind him who was willlng to~w alce the making of this type of

pleture,

Migs Ransome wrote the sto
Walter 5. Clarke and other\p b
Agpoclation. The ploture & i in Hollywood mand is mow about
to be relasssd under the title-—3f ®No Oreater 5in". The producer,

Mr. Golden, Mise Hanecme, Mr. Golden's attorney, Mr. Walter Thayer
whom I have known P'dy & great many years ms he formerly was masoclated
with Colonel Donovan'p firm, belleve that perhaps you, Dr. Parran and
other of ficiale in A

It appears to me thit
felt personally A
write you mccord

ng| much technical help from Dr.
he Americen Social Hyglene

pwery timely juet at thie moment. I also
ht be intereated and told them I would
8 my understanding that Mr. Thayer shortly

(L

will get in touch hou directly, He states that he could bring a
print dewn to Washing%én and arrange for a showing any time at your
convenisnce.

1 8 Mayor Lafuardia to give up B5 minutes of his

feal sura that he, too, would be interested. He
tly has besn in Washington as much as he has been in New York

I am sdfry to have missed you the other night at the Mothers' Mesting
on the Jowsr sast side but I was winglng my way to Oroton for a 25th
Reunion. >

Slncerely,

Goodhus Livingston, Jr.,
Secretary




My dear Mra. Hoosevelt:

This is the boy of whom I spoke to you mbout, but fortunately
he is now placed in aviation. I thought you would be plemsed
to know.

Sincerely,

Viola! d}.u‘fb- e

- ] June 11th, 1941

My dear Vinocenti

1 was delighted to get your letter with its Important news, and
I want to express my hearty congratulations. Do keep in touch
with me And let me know of your progress because I think 1t is
tremsndously important that Negroes suscceed in technical Jobs
and it sesms you are destined to be one to lead the way for many
others.

Your greatest responalbility is to be above the averages so that
the great argument that Megroes do not have the intelligence of
others oan bte broken down and it can only be broken down by
sgoomplisbments and it 1s up to the Hegro youth of ths country
to make great atrides . And for you to recognixze thet your
resnonsibility is grave, and that ths best way to use your
talent, which ! know you must have, 1s to exocsl so that your
work and accomplishssnts will be meaningful to unr othesr young
people, 1s half ths battle done.

It is for this reason that I am so interested to kesp in touch
with you.

Most sinmoerely,

Viola Ilma

Mr. Yinoent mh

Toakeges Institute
Tuskeges, Alsbama

vi/ul
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June lZth, 1941

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt!

talter Thayer took me to sse a film titled "No Greater Sia" which
is & very importast picturs oo syphilis. The docter in the film
meakes the statement: "All of us working together can make 1% &
rare diseass in cur deay and gemerstion, and when it is done we
wlll all wonder why so simple a thing was not done long tefors'.
Thess are the words of Dr. Thomss Parran.

Haturally the interest that we have in the problem is closely
releted to the effect of this digeass on the girls who will coas
our way in the developmeat of & Uirl's Divislon. 1 thiok it 1a a
pleture that you should see cnd Valler Thayer informe me thet they
could arrange to have you ses it down st the White at your conven-
lences.

I encloss & letter which I bellesve you have already sesn but just
in case you haven't, which duplicates my reasons for you to ses
this film and 1 would appreciste it if you could let me kmow by
wire when 1t would be convenient for you. I thinic at the ssme time
if Dr. Parran end Miss Lenroot were ln Washington at that time it
would be of great lmtersat to them.

By the way, ws had & very successful meeting yesteriay, from a
technical polat of view, in relationship to starting & Girl's Div-
ialon. Those present wers Miss lsorietta adoiton, krs. Helen
Futteawieser, Miss Ruth Collins, director of the Houss of Detentlon
for Women, Miss Webane hunt, Exsgutive Lirector of the Woman's

Prison Assoclation, Dr. Alice V. Eeliher, professor of sducation at
Wew York Uaiversity, Dr. siontagus, Chief Psychistrist of ths Children's
Court, Wiss loes Paterson, Director of Hudeon State Trainlng Bchool
For Oirle, aod Mrs. Leopold K. Simon, chairman of the Delingquency
Divislon of the Women's Clty Club, and the Welfare Counscil.

1t was agresd that & Oirl's Division would be started in the fall,
with their full cooperation.
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VioLs ILma
_ Execative Director

 YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
B West 40tH STREET . PENNSYLVANIA 69143 . New Yomx, M. Y.

Board of Directors: Ansas E. Ascusors, Chairman of the Board and Treasurer;
J- Barnare Cuper, Presidens; Mas. Liones C, PRRERA, Ju., Fice-Presidens and Sreratary;
Diavio C. Ares; GLENKN GaRDNER | WALTER M. Tuaves, 3ap; Havsten B, VancenPost ;
HirperT B, WitLiaus, PhD,
Ropent B Hanmvs

2 Avsiviamt Diracior

Mrs. Hoosevelt June 12th, 1941

With & stringent budget of $6000 we can make a beginning fust as we
did three years ago with the boys. Can't we just bring a few women
together to accomplish this in one sitting? Then the larger problem
of the coming years will be my responsibility.

If this could be accomplished before I left for my vacation, and I
supposs it will be difficult, the time you could set aside to help
me with this could be arranged at your convenience. I believe we
could interest Mrs. Buttenwieser, Mrs. Adele Levy, Mras. I. J. Fox
and perhaps you might have a few women to suggest. I wish we could
interest Mra. Oeorge Backer and perhape Mre. Henry Ittleson. I
could arranges a luncheon hars in New York.

The girle at Bedford are of course delighted and mow I must mot fail
them by letting six thousand dollars stop the initiation of such an
important plan.

The Boy's Division is running smoothly end with great success.

Bincerely yours,
Viola Ilma

Mra. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White Housme
Washington, D. O.
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June 17th, 1941

My dear Mrs. Hocsevelt:

I am delighted to receive your note in-
dicating the committee with which you would 1like to be connected
and have made note of same.

As soon as the committees start funetioning,
which will probably be in the fall, I shell get in touch with you.

Sincerely yours .

Lo, ew.

Yiola Ilma
Mres. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
vi/mi
¥ ADVISORY BOARD
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July 3, 1941
Hyde Park, New York

My dear Miss Ilma:

Mra. Boscevelt will see you
at ons o'cloak on Monday, July 7, at
ber opartment, LU Eust llth Street.

Very sinceraly yours,

Secretary to

Mre. [oocawvelt
Miss Viola Ilma =
Young Men's Vocational Foundation, Ine,
8 West 40th St,
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June £28th, 1941
My dear lrs. Rooaevelt:

Thank you so much for your wire, I fear that T will
not be able to get the women together because of the
time of year, and the responses, thoush interested,
wera all that they will be out of town. Se perhaps
the best thing is to welt untlil the fall.

If you are terribly busy then I will not ask for an
appointment to see you before I leave, but if it is
possible to have a few moments I would 1like to have
a talk with you on this Girl'a Division so that at
least we can succeed with our objective in the Fall.
I cannot possibly let the girls down because they are
really counting on 1it.

1
Most sincerely,
5 ~ Vsl Huser

\_ : ; Al Vicla Ilma
' "Mrs., Eleanor Roosevelt

W." The White House

' Washingzteon, D. C.
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Uy dear Ur. Oerther:

Urs. Roousevelt has osked wme
Lo thank you for your letter of August 8.
She 1o very glad to know that you have
worked out a2 syetem of referral to the
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Ure. Elesanor Hoosevalt
The White Housa

Washington, D.C.
My dear Mrs. Roosevalt:

I kmew you would be interasted in the ocutcome of our
negotiations with the New York State Employment Servica.

Through Mr. Richard Brockway, Director of NYSES 342
Yadison Avenus, New York, N.7. and Miss Clare Lewis, Dirsctor of
the Junior Division, we have worked out a system of referral of our
young men to the nine offices in Greater New York that handle Juniors.

This system has been in operation too short a time
to tell you about results. However, I did wish to lat you know that
we can raport progress on an idea on which you so generously.offeted
your assietance.

Very einceraly yours,

Hostd 4 uitts,.

Harold G. Qerther

HRO: M
ADYISORY BOARD :
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T. Delany Hn.zﬂ-nlt-m ML?HK.W
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’ L Hagown G. DeatHEs

Avsiziani Dirdvior
Sept.1¥,1541

My dear Mr. Fleld:

1 hove just returned from a wonderful vacation im Californin where I
attonded the American Prison Congress. Also I belleve we will orobably
start A branch out in Los Angeles., Equal to the nroblem of the Hegroes
{n Mew York s the problem of the Mexican deliaguent youth in Californin.

The month of August, with a total placement of 73, wes the hichest place=
ment record durlng the year and I thought the sttached eheet Alght te of
intereést to you. MNote that of A hundred and four &p slicents, fifty were
Hegroes and the nusber of sources from where we recoive our Loys ig in-
crensing constantly. In the ten month placement nericd, frea Hovember,
1940 through Awmust, 1941, four hundred and eighty-six btoys were nlaced
in Jobs, of which one Mundred and plxty-two were Negroes, or thirty-three
end a third percent of our tatsl placesents, end this is going up contin-
-ususly.
Statistices don't alweye ghow the reml meaning of our work but enclosed 1s
a letter we rocelved from Judge Enox which tells the story ae only & mother
con when shs exoresses gratitude for the help her son recelves and which 1a
a5 vitsl to the 11ie of s boy snd the 1ife ol & family.

1 know you are tremendously tusy on national guestions. However, helplng
the individual youth in turn helps the lsrger nicture and if all young
people had the democratic experlence of working for a living, if all Negro
youti knew there would be & nlece for them, our national pleture would te
more engouraging. For this remson I would like to have a little time to
talk mere fully of our work to you, not only in reletionship to finsnces,
tut I do want you to know thet your comtribution ls fer reaching and that
length i@ what I wigh to discuss with you.

Appreciating an spoointment with you, I am,

Mr. Mershall Field
280 Park Avenus

Sincerely yours,

New York City Viola Ilma

vi/mi
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YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
1 A Monthly Recérds
| 1940-1941 i |

HEGISTRATION: NOV. DEC JaN.  FEE. MAH.  APH. MAY  JUK. JULY AUG
total 117 1 98 7B 83 94 106 105 119 104
acct.prev.mo. 44 43 a2 3l 36 42 4 a3 45 44
new regis, &7 33 48 36 40 a7 41 Bl a7 41
re-regis. 16 ] 22 12 17 15 25 21 23 15

office intery,3B85 238 292 238 308 ana 231 259 289 249
employer cont.202 142 212 217 LT 218 157 220 286 232
apots., arrangedlsl 77 89 82 93 107 111 112 173 135
migc.contecte 175 131 131 166 181 165 174 101 2058 215

PLACEMENTS:
total a4 43 48 24 41 g3 g7 49 54 73
YMVF public B 5 14 3 7 5 1 a 11 5

. YUVF private 19 =5 20 12 €1 o1 E2 a6 24 51
boy's own 7 11 11 8 10 14 1z 3 15 13
CoOp Bgency 7 2 3 1 3 3 2 B 4 4
régular 23 24 a8 18 a2 42 48 48 51 60
temporary 11 19 10 & g 11 19 3 3 13

SOUHCES:

TWYSTS 40 28 28 24 48 &3 85 &0 71 &0
NYSVI 4 2 8 3 3 3 2 3 2 o
HYC Parols 28 13 16 10 11 11 14 13 14 g
KYC Probation 12 11 17 15 11 11 11 7 7 7
US Dist,Ct, Fl 1 5 4 2 2 4 2 2 a
WESTFIEID 5t.FmG 4 3 o 2 a [ 2 3 1
Lincoln Hall 4 4 a 2 1 4] o 0 o 4]
Youth Counsel 0 o o ] 0 (] 0 2 B 8
Migcellaneous 23 18 21 20 18 11 11 16 15 16

WHITE: B4 71 61 &7 82 69 BS B0 54

i 17 28 27 38 42 a7 48 &g 50

GIELS: 8 B [ 3 5 4 8 7 8 ]

BOYS: 99 76 9z 765 88 90 %8 %8 111 98
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1419 Pinson Place
Far Hockawsy, New York

Aug, 3, 1941

My dear Siri

I think of you very often and allently I thank rou for what
¥ou did for my-sen.— Wow 1 wish %5 sond ¥ou my thanks.

A yeer ego last Jonuary I wrote you, mak ing you to use your
intluence in getting werk for my won, and you handed the letter to the
cillce of Mies Viola Ilma. Through her efinrts Ceorge went to work on
Fab. 2Bth of that year for the Sperry Co., and has ©-en there sver since,
The steady job hes steadied him, he has enjoyed severanl 1ittle ralses in
poy until now he is doing very well,

I am more thenkful than I ean gay to these frilends whom I have
not eeen, for the wonderful effect a £aod job hes had upon me boy. I hope
many boys will recelve guch kind help., God bless all guch fine peanle in
thelr efforta.

Sincerely,

Slgned: Mre. Olive I. Hoertel

COPY

Aug. 6, 1941
My dear Miess Ilma:

Herewith is & letter that came to me a8 for daye ago from
Mrs. Olive L. Hoertel of 141% Pinson Place, Far Rocka ay, N.Y., whose son
¥ou secured a position for over a year ago. I send t to you thirking that
it may be » matisfaction to know that this wyoun; man ig dolng oo well and
thet his Mother la grateful for the ef. orts you put forth unon behalf af
her son. .

¥ith my very kind regards, and In the hope that you are
having a plessant summer, I s,

Binceraly yours,

Signed: Judge Knox
United States District Court
Chemters of Judge Knox
New York City




_dopteaber 12, 1001,

My dear Uiss Ilma:

h-lmlthlllhdmlm
mmmmum tor of
Septeaber 95 with which you ecclose a copy
Mllﬂwm “ t&'lﬂ"-mm.
dhhwmmmmmmm
engagemonta, and bas already comsunicated
with Ules Jane Ellis, refusing the invitation
to open the Exhibition at Blooalngdale's,

1 Very sinasrely yours,

Suorstary to
Mre. Rocsevelt,




Viora ILma
Executive Director
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Ky dear Mre. Hoosevelt:
The enclosed letter is self explanatory.
If you can attend this luncheon as their

honorary guest I would avpreciate your letting me know the date.

Sincerely vours,

L}yﬂjeﬁ, LJL_-.

Yiola Ilma

Mre. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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copP ¥ BLOCUMINGDALE'S
Naw York

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
September 4, 1941

Miss Viola Ilma i_'ﬁ
149 East 36th Street ot
Hew York City

Dear Violat

Herewith are a few of the facts concerning the Exhibition and Dinner about which
I talked with you teday.

Nothing new has happeped in the fleld of designs for hozefurnishinge since 'Hodern'
was iaported froe Parie in 1926. Thls in splite of the ract that a whole new con-
ception of architecture and way of living has developed in the last decade. Wallace
Harrison, Nelson Hockefeller, and I got together and worked ocut & nlen whers some-
thing could be done about it.

The Museuwm put oo a competitlon to find young geniuses through North, Central and
Scuth America. The deslgna that came out of it are pretty sensstional end will
probably nrovide the btase for a fundamentally new conceptlon in the field of
gracious and economical living.

The Musoum is etaging ite first Fell Exhibition of thess deslgne called "Organic
Dosign," and we are collaborating with one simultensously. Several years of time,
energy, and planning have been put into this, aslde from hundreds of thousands of
dollars. The Wuseum is planning a Dinner on Wedneeday, September Z24th, at whieh
Wallace Harrlson, Nelson Hockefeller and othera wlll attemd. It will be a fairly
exclusive affalr at the Museus; and the guests will include the leadlng deslgners
and architects of the country, publishers of the newspapers, magazines, renre-
sentatives from the South American Republics, ete.

The reascn we are hopeful of having Mra. Hoosevelt as the smpenker is that, aside
from her eminence and magnificence as & person, she has identified herself so
valiantly with the effort of young people to establish their rightful peosition in
our néw economy; that these young deslgners have created a fundementally new type
of furnishings; that for the flrat time we have put Bouth American factorles to
work to create furniture and to use thelr fabrica that are indigenocus te their
soil. Mra. Roosevelt aleo has been ldentified in the past with an affort ln the
fleld of homefurnishings, and I think would have a aympathetic intelligence in
relation to this subject, She will be interested to know that simlilar Exhibitions
will be held in the Musoums in mejor cities in the country in order to spread the

goepal,

I belleve Mra. Ecosevelt knows a great deal about the Mussus of Modern Art, the
dignity and sericusness of thelr activities, &lso thelr dynamlc place in the fleld.

The tentative date set im the evening of Septesber 29th. This can be ahifted to the
30th or any day in that week to wsult her calendar.

Cordially youras,

I. A. Hirschmann
iahiret . Yice-Preaident

Mo Hits . | gt ot q e gl [ I
| EBaaplion ~Myg.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 12, 1941,

p——

My dear Miss Ilma:

Urs. Roosevelt has your letter
of September 9, and is so very sorry she
cannot say just when she will be able to
see you. Because of the illness of her
brother, she can make no engagements in
advance.

She will, however, (keep your
letter in mind and try and uu you at
the first opportunity.

Very sinc yours,
Secretary to
Lkrs. Rogsevelt.

Miss Viola Ilma

Young Men's Vocatlonal Foundation, Inc.
8 West 4LOth Street

New York, New York.




THE WHITE HOUSE
QFFICIAL BUSINESS

Misas Viola Ilma,

Young Nen' Voecational
Poundation, Inec., :
8 West LOth Street,

New York, New York.
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My dear Uiss Ilma;

Septesbes 5, st she
of er and 12 so very sorry
cannot say just whea she will be abie to
mm. ﬁm-ummﬂuuhg

e can make no engagementa
ldmu:

Miss Viols Ilma
| mh-:mmmm. Ina,
8 4Oth Street

Hew m; New Tork,
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Executive Direcior i AR Hazoip G, Oretsies
r ' Artireans Divectors
| : September Sth, 1941
1 [
“ ¢ ll:_l' My dear Mre. Hoosevelt:
L I I'Tha trip to Celifernia was a thrillling experience from many uwointe
\ : of view. The result - I am now back in New York with more energs
L [ i\ ' and enthusiasm for our work them ever. Of course the news is that
" o we are contemplating tullding a branch cut there,
! It was timely enough to investigete the possibilities dueto the
l e situation of Whittler State Reform School. While out there I attend-
b ed the hearings as well as the American Prison Congress end actually
worked to build up a branch most of the time that I wes out there.
i ! iF 4
L There 1s too much news about it to write but will tell you at your
canvenlence.
i
A Secondly I have an ldes in mind in relatlonsehip to the Defence Fro-
gram which I should like to talk over with yeu.
LA L Thirdly, the development of a Girl's Division.
i
L
{. S0 ell in all I would appreciate an aprointment with you as at early
& date as posslible.
Sincerely yours,
Viola Ilmnﬂ
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevolt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
vifml
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October 7, 1941,

mmlm- E;

krs, loosevelt has asked

me to return the enclosed manuscriit,

pages 81 - II through 1il.

M. Co Ts

VD5




MISS THOMPSON: i !
I wroto the attached letter to A '

Miss Ilma for your slgnature hacause of

Mrs. Roosevelf's note on the last page of

the letter Miss Ilmm sent her I have

net mentioned the Marshall Pleld request,

sinee nothin; was indicatod al this

line in Mrs. Rocsevelt's notes.| P,L.F.

T WL
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

May 9, 1941

Dear Miss Ilma:

Heplying to your recent inquiry,
Mr., Hocsevelt thinks that the women she
suggested to you as possible members of
the Beard of Directors were Mrs. Franklin
Lord, Jr. and Mrs. Raymond Guest.

Very sincerely yours,

;}( S J{mf{,ﬁ,/

Secretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt.

Miss Viola Ilma,

Executive Directoer,

Young Men's Vecational Foundation, Ine.,
8 West 40th Street,

Hew tﬂrk, He Yo




Oetober 9, 1941 / r’;f i

0/anh

A
\itee Tighe, B )
scutive Director
Young Men's Voostional Fourdation, Ina.

95 Madipon Avsnue
Hew York, New York
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Three years ago a very interesting young ledy,
Eatya Alpert, came from Bangor, Moine and ever since then I have been
extremely interested in her as a young writer.

* VioLs lLaa
Exwcative Direcior

My deer Mra. Roosevelt:

Pearl Buck and Charles Pearce of Duell, Sloan
and Pearce are two spongors of her's who are extremely excited about
her telente ms A coming writer. 5She is half way through with a noval
on the Negro people, though she is white, and has been living in Harlem
for the pest two years, gathering materiaml. By living, I mean actually
living with Negro peonle and getting to kmow them as frienda.

She 1s anxious to obtain a Gugpenhelm scholar-
ship and has Bo prominent sponeors but I den't recall thelr nsmea at
the moment, Although I think Mre. Buck is one of them., I am enclosing
copy of a letter she wrote me, together with a chapter from her book
which after all tells her atory and shows her writing ability.

Kntya is the first suthor whom I have tecome in-
terested in eince Modern Youth mageszine. Looking back on those days
almoat every young muthor who wrote for it then is todey prominent in
the field of publighing and editiug.

Because of the muterial in her book and bacause
of her unusual talent I would 1ike awfully wmuch to be able to interest
you to the point of sponsoring her for the Guggenheim scholership, not
in the aenee of A favor tut in recognition of A young ledy with real
talent. If I did not think that she was important I would not dare to
bother you with this cumbersome materisl.

Mre. Elvanor Roosevelt Most sincerely,
The White Houae Vsl 2
Wesliin;ston, D. Q. ¥iola Ilmm |
vI Mt
anc. ADVISORY BOARD |
Mling E. Mebane Hust Mis, William J. =
s WA,  leyhesren |
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Board of Directors: J. Rawpall Crest, Chairmaw of the quz,ﬂ-l
sidgnd

e
My dear Mayocr Labuardia: III.

R
I am certain that the activities of our organization have come before
¥ou through cur president, Mrs, Iionel O, Perers, Jr., and other dis-
tinguished people,

We have a private soclal placement buresu, cbtalzing jobs for boys

\ upon their relesss from institutions, inecluding Wew York City Reform-
atory, New York State Training School for Boys, and Coxsackie, During
the past year we have pleced approximately five hundred boys in jobe,
a third of them heing Negroes.

The preblem of the Negro delinquent i ever increasing and now a prob-
lem has come befors us which brings up serious difficulties., We have
been requested to leave the building we are now in becauss the tenente
on our floor have expressed a prejudice against having the Negro boys
using the Men's Room, and further, we have been led to beliesve, of
their coming inte the tullding at all.

¥We have been asked to wacate the premimes by Ogtober lst, In looking
for new office space, though we have found desirable space we have not
been mccepted because of the type work we do. We need twelwe hundred
squars feet and cur tudget allows us to pay a dollar a square foot,

Thie involves the simple fact that if we exist to aid underprivileged
young Negroes we have found that office space which we need to serve
them is not emsily available end thersfore becomes, [ bellieve, a city
problem, And loft epace, which no dsubt would be available, da not
what we can wse toc best accomplish our purposes. :

Your advice as %o where we might turn would be much apprecimted.

| ::,rormhmm; "[ I&ﬂgu ths !l;mur;lr yours,
. ty 1 /.
| New York City Wsth wutd Viola Hea

vi/mi W '1"”' :

ADVISORY BOARD

ﬂmm th.lﬁ-uh}lgunn Mrs. Williem . Piel, Jr.
Grace Allen Bangs ’
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October 13, 1941 |

| My dear Ulss Ilma:

A 1;-:!. Roosevelt asks to what proup
you refer the seecnd paragraph of your

letter of October 10. 5he is not quite sure
she remembers, as she was so lurrded and so
busy when she saw you.

Very sincerely youra,

Miss Viola Ilma

Executive Director

Toung Man's Vocaticnal Foundation Inc.

95 Madison Avenus

New York, New York o/ JBG
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Board of Directors: ]. RavpatL Caet, Chairman ¢f the Board: Mrs. LionsL C.
Penrns, Ju, Presidens; Warmis N, THAYFR, 3mn, Fice-Prevident; Mas. FrREDERICK
CroMwiLL, Secretery; AnMan E. AxcHboLn, Treassrer; Davin ©, Apin; Rev. Jomw P,
Bowano; Hecew L, Burreswizses: Masswars MacDurrig, Ju.;
Havsreo B, VaroerPort; Heaseat D, Wirttams, PhD,
Rosent B Hanmum
A"-"' ;||I 1 HaroLp G. OretHER
G’" i 1| Arvirtant Direcior
o
!"’ll

October 10th, 1941

Ity denr lire. Roosevelt:

: Thank rou for the time you _sve Lester Coawnn
of Columbia Pictures for I knor thet the certninty of vour interest
in our openlng & brench in Crliforuis hes :fven lip the extra en-
thuasi=am that 1s so necenerty.

Alpo I =m nnxious to sit with the young ?,sz ;

neanle oo mentioned, in relntionchin to come very ganecifle idens

I heve for the youth morsle mragrrn, ond will be atle to neet thenm \(’
&t thelr convenicnce. f-{ e ey ud

fials o
Sinzerely, 'ﬁ f (! m’(’ f
) irlow HE 12n- gt

Viola Ilmn

Mre. Zlesnor Rnnsevélt

The #hite Houne

¥eshingten, D. C.

vifol

ADVISORY BOARD ¥
Miss E. Mebane H Mrs. William )
Wilisi Liopd o', Chadles Pokent "
5 M William Rapp
. Y- T Rl
ﬂc Knapp . K. Simaon
Anna M. Kross

M, Ermest K, Lindley s, Lester H. Weil
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Haisteo B. VanoraPore; Heaepent D, Wintiaus, PhD.
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Foseat B HaNNuM
Harown G, DERTHER
Assisiani Divectars

October 15th, 1941

My dear Mrs. Roosevalt:

There isn't a week that goes by that I am
not staggered by the many accomplishments you seem to be able to

fulfill in the interest of the youth of the country.

Your sponsoring Eatya really is splendid.

I am exhausted with words of gratituds.

Moet limtl‘llrr
P e
Viola Iima '
Mre. Eleanor Eoomevelt
The White House
¥ashington, D. C.

vi/mi

.

DVISORY BOARD
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i
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F October 22, 1941 |

Ask Jans Seaver whan she would
like %o ses har.

E.R.
L
| L]
\~ Viola Ilma \Eh:t.. 15
i ! L‘L_
. ‘\_ 2
5
|
i
|
; I ' Th— [
1 L & .
i I
(' + i ! I
ke '
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Octobar 31, 19,l1.

Dear Llss Ilma:
1 aa wondering ir I shoulu
write now regarding the Uug.enhsiam

¥ katyR
mhuhrlhiprwul__tzn_&&._wnﬂ

until they write to me. 4111 you ploase
let mo kmow?

e Very sincerely yours,

[

'ldass Viola Ilm,

Ixecutive birector,:

Young lien's Voeational Foundation, Ine,,

95 badlson ivenue,
Mew York [lew York.

Vs







4U9 West 145th Street \ﬁfd
New York City "\
3

wd

October 20U, 1941 A 4 ok

yrs. Eleanor Roosevelt u‘f
The #nite House ¥
Washington, D.C. K
b, i {lr" | #
. - 00 (08 :
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: aet 99 198

Viola Ilma has told me that you read the excerpt
of my manuscript on Harlem whiech I sent to her and that
you will endorse me for & Guggenheim fellowship.
Naturally I can't conceive of & more gratifying reception
for the work I have already done or a greater incentive
for keeping on. If, with all the million demands on
you, yuu were taking the time to do this for somebudy
I know, not me - simply as & citizen, I would be stirred
tnrough and through.

The experience of writing this buuk has culled on
my every resource, not only as a writer but also &as &
person. 1 must confess that the whole venture has been
something of a Filgrim's Progress, with a 8lcugh of
Despond at each turn and & visionary gual in the distance.
Too, it has been as rewardl an adventure in the character
of ‘humanity as any one ever had. The most impurtant
service I can do black and white smerica in this novel
is to present the Negro pevple as they actually are, with
scrupulous realism. The mere fuct of your interest
means much to me, but I am especially happy that you
should have responded affirmatively to the Ethel Pryme
section. That was no phnng whitewashed idealizatlion.
Tt's grand, it's exhilirating to feel how aware you
must be of the constructive yossibilities in an unvarnished,
analytic portrait - which any reader of any race might
recognize as "exactly like my cousin So-and-sal"

-

. /j {‘z___}/;; !;ﬁ & e Yours sineerely
nvh t{ ¥ ke
; : s L
oo o ook 0B T= ppe
g k2

L/




Ootober 51, 1341

Dear Uiss| Ilma:

1 am sorry that T cannot ask any
of these psople ¥hom you mention for money.
I oould, however, give & lunch for you to start
the intercst in the 0irl's Division,

Sincerely jours,

Miss Viola|Ilma

Young Men's Vocational Foundation
95 Uadison Avenue, NYC

b




-

r FIR

Terb? 7
L
-
T

g
\
\;xﬂ,ml:ghq e

|
i\

=7

—

e

J7e

,‘#ﬁ{‘aﬂ‘/ﬁﬂ 2 %ﬁ Fevenesy

Jgtﬁ/-

4

VL
L iy

//M g

| Sy
p» YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
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Board of Dirvectors: ]. Banoail Capny, Chairmas of the Board; Mus. LionEL C

PreERA, In., Precidest; Warten N, Toaven, San, Pice-Preddent; Mas, Freomics

CromwiLlL, Secretary; AnMag E Azcusorp, Teeaweer; Davio C Ame; Rev. Joun P

Bopaso; Herew L. Burrenwieses ; Manssane MacDurem, Je.;
Harsten B, VanoenPosr; Hessent D, Wittiams, FhD.

Roseat B. Haneiiis
Hamoin G. (EATHER
Asstrtans Diveciors

HEW ADDRESS: 95 Madison Avenue . Murray Hill 3-5425

Qetober 28th, 1941
My demr Mra. Hoosevelt:

1 suppose the person whom I went to meet now is Mless Jane Seaver,
Director of the Divielon of Youth Activities in the Clvilian
Defense Agency. The outline in the Times sounds wonderful end 1
can see how very useful Soclal Agencles can be to 1t, partieulorly
those agencles who reach youth constantly. Even though Soclal
Agencles do not organize young people they have strong holds on
them in relationship to the help they can glve, which 1s basic for
their happiness.

Specific ideas along these lines are the things that are in my mind.
I ghould like very much to be part of this cosmlttee in relatlonship
te my specific interest, which is the Soélal Agency.

You will be interested to know that at the Welfare Council we have
formed a Trade Union Committee in the Employment and Vocational
Guidance Secticn, which is, I think, a step in a very healthy direction,

How on the Y.M.V.F. Because of the Defense Program we are golng to
have, I can see, a great struggle in raising funde. Our Budget now le
$20,000 a year. The important news that Justine Wise Poller has jolned
our Board of Directors has already resulted in a heartening Gonference.
It ia so exciting to be able to talk to a person who ie young, intelli-
gent and has a thorough knowledge of the delinquency fleld. What a
difference in talking to her in relaticnship to ralsing funds and to
people who are just wealthy and whom you have to convince. After my
interview with her 1 just felt as though I was walking cn air. We dls-
cuseed the poseibility of calling four people together to contribute the
twenty thousand, one of whom would be Marshall Field. She felt that
perhaps she could interest Mre. Adele Levy and Mrs. Max Ascoll, and

ADVISORY BOARD
Mins Henrietta Additon Mrs. Bunice H. Mim E. Mehane Hant Mew, William J. 32
s Lillinn Alexander Mis Elwa Williem Lioyd lmes, D.D. MP*J s
Seoiatin ], Pars " Mo S0t G o ¥ Reliber, P M Frackiin . Rook
Iﬂ Barnette M, 8. Childs, Jr. Alice V ihiﬂm.b. M. in D, Rootevelt
Harold Charles A. I, Kelley Victur Roudin
Miss Helen Hubsert T M Whitman Krapp Mis. il K. Simwn
Richard R, Brown Harry ¥, C, Knox Ridsert K. Straus
H. Lster B, 1, Arna M. Ko Ordway T
M lreme Mliss Hawley M, Ernest K. Lindley M. Lester H. Wil
Emily T. Bure, Paul M. Je Keyes Winter
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Mres. Roosevelt Oct. 28th, 1941

perhaps Marshall Field could interest Nelson Hockefeller. If we
could call a meeting with theee four people Justine feels that we
could accomplish raising the funde for our organization im that
one meeting, particularly with your support behind it.

I expressed to Justine that there were so many technical advance-
mente that I wish to put into metlon that the relief of ralsing
funds, which takes so much of my time, would be tremendous.

I cannot begin to tell you how much progress we really hnave made
in the last year, in relationship to the training inside the
Institution, and placements ocutaside.

At any rate I wanted to present the above and nothing will take
place until Justine has gome over our records and technigques thor—
oughly, ail of which I left with her last Friday morning.

Secondly, I enclome the copy we have organized and wish to send to
a number of women so that we can get a Girl's Divielon under way.
That will involve raleing ten thousmnd dollare and I am golng to
send thie copy out to a series of women whom I think will be inter-
osted, hoping we can call them together as we had plenned to do last
sunmer. If there are any people whom you would like to send this to
I would be glad to send you extra coples which have been made con-
fidential, mainly to interest people in the Girl's Division. And by
the way, I would also like to ald this Judy Carter in her flying
ambitions for she is still a bell hop and is still spending half her
salary on getting Flylng Time.

Mrs. Eleanor Boosevalt Host eincere 1y,

The White Houss ol Ll

Yashington, D.C. Yiola 'tfn

vilmi
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These facts are being released with
Miss Carter's permiseion ms her con-
tribution toward the formetion of a
Girls' Division of the Vocatlonal
Foundation. They are for your pergonsl
information only. I

In April, 1939, Judith Certer Was
¥4 Thoroughly Pathetic Individual."

"Her clothes were awful. To me, she looked 1like a solicltor. Not
in her physical appesrance, to be sure, but in the way she was
dressed. Her morale was completely gone. She was terribly self-
consclous of her appesrsnce end looked like a frightened animal
and to any employment interviewer she would have left the impres-
gion of being a very spurlous character. Fhat-chance has a girl
1iks that to find employment?"

P

From & letter written to the
Young Men's Vocational Founda-
tion by E. E. Euypers of the
Generel Cable Co. after inter-
viewing Judith Carter regarding
employment.

In Septesber, 1941, Judith Carter,
e

A dramatic trensformation..in two and a half yearsl Judith had been
started, quite literally on the way up, by the Young Men's Vocational
Foundation. (Details of our work with her are given on the next page.)
Here is P.M.'s story about ber achlevement.




I The Beautiful Dream
of Milady Bellhop

I had never heard of o girl |u,-'|'.h1_||::. before
no less seen one. But there Fe six H“! el
hops who carry dee water, TEW S LTS wind
small packages to the rooms of guests at
the Henry Hudson Hotel, 355 West 57th St

One of these six is J||1|i!|| Carter, a tiny,
shy girl with a Iii‘_h! mouth and beautiful,
brown Slavic eyes. She gets 518 a week
and tips. It was much less until her Hotel
Front Employes Union won her that scale

Aside from her curious job, Judith Carter
at 28 is interest ing for another !||in:.__{_ Fou
years she has lived on a dream, to her a

igger and more beautiful dream than the
usual feminine one of Hollywood stardom
or & million dollar marriage

Jlldiﬂl is determined to become the frst
woman test pilot in aviation  history., Be-
side the difficulty of overcoming the indus-
I:l'}"s prejudice against giving a woman such
a dangerous job, that means passing rigorous,
nerve-breaking tests after completing 300
hours in the air,

Just to give you an idea: a book calling
for eight fmms of supervised Hying costs
360, ]'m.[it]: in the past two years has used
up four boaks, and recently bought a fith,
One doesn’t have to be a Euclid to Bgure
out how many dime tips vou must accumu-
late before you have $300 to push across
the cashier’s window at Oueens County Air-
port; South Jamaica, |

“Everyone says no company will ever hire
n woman test piled because the work is too
rishy,” said this daughter of a Chicago housg
painter. “Everyone is wrong, I get there.

This s America where any persen can be-

!

I!-L'”gl'r] JI.HI]‘”'] Carter
Photo by Libson- Efrenberg

COme :Ln_'.-'lhi:tg he desires il he just works at
it long and hard :'l:'.nug_h Flying is my whole
life, There just isn't anything else.”

Her friends told me the same thing. For
Judith there are no boy friends, no nice
lothes, no Coney Is!a:-.-.il(. The only movies
she sees are aviation picturgs

For all we know, j||d||h Carter may never
have the theill of checking in at an airplane
factory as the Frst woman test pi[nt. Hut it
doesn't hurt any to learn that there are still
Americans like her whose dreams have no
walls or R'-.‘I:|ing.—l."f:|uu ES SAMUELS,

Judith Carter and her Flying Instructor

B e R R T R ===




How the Trensformetion of Judith Carter
Hup dchieved

Chiefly, the credit must go to Judith heraself. Without her own immense

courage, determination and induatry, she could never have turned heraelf

pim:l.o a girl who looked eand ascted "like & frightened animal® inte s licensed
ta

But almost certainly she could not have dome it aloms., She needed help —
soney (only s little), guldance snd, above all, friendly and wise encourage-
-nt.

Balow, in broad outline, ére some of the waye in which the Young Men's Vo-
cational Foundatlon helped Judith Carter, financislly and peyohologically.
And pot the lesst of them was in seeing that her hair wae properly done, her
eyabrowa plucked and her nalls manicured.

Two end & half years ago, Judith was referred to the Young Men's Vocational
Foundatlion by the Women's Prison Assoccietion ss & test case. Hare ers the
highlights of her history. Mother had been widowed. Four other children.
Judith left during second yeer high-school to help support the family. HNo
Joba in Gary, Ind., her home tosn. Came to Mew York leooking for work in
1931, Couldn't find & job. Eventually arrested for vagrancy. Homeless.
Fant to the Women's Prison Assoeianticn,

Her contact with the Women's Prieon Association was intermittent for seven
years, during which time she worked as a domestic, as a waltress in Schrafft's
and at the Ssmariten Hospitel in Brooklyn. But Judith hed not yet found her-
solf; in fact, her morale and appeerance were definitely on the down grade.
She was referred to us in April, 1939, Then—

Fa took Judith to Macy's end spent $11.95 on her for clothes. Next evening
wo paw to it that her hair was done and her hends manicured.

The Barbour Home, where Judith had been living, wes over-crowded. She was
teld to find new quarters. We placed her temporarily in the home of a friend.

But Judith had no money. We arrenged with Miss Anne Morgan to pay Judith e
scholarship of $15 a week for three montha.

In the meantime, we sought to find employment for Judith at the Fair, with
mamifacturers and in offices. Eventuslly, we found her o job as page girl
&t the American Woman's Assoclaticn.

Now Judith was lamnched. Har appearsnce wes respectable; ehe had & home, o
job; an incoma — a reascn to hopel

While she was working at the AWA and doing well onm her job, Judith told ua
that she wanted to learn to fly. It seemed an impossible ambition for a girl
umnmuumnmmwmuwu. ﬂ'&hl::hubh
lmﬂhh;mmtlndlmwmm”u: pay-
wummumnv.m.m, obtained her

's 1license




mtthhwiod she kept in frequent touch with us, not so much for
help now but out of friendliness and gratitude.

Her achisvement i1z an inspiring revelaticn of the vast untapped reservoir

of courage and power in Amarican youth -— oven in thoge working under severe
difficulties.

Therse are hundreds of Judith Carters in New York. OGirls with good stuff in
them btut hendicepped with a "corrective institution” record.

They need help — often just a little of it — to become useful citizens.
Sometimen they speclally need what few institutions can give — a touch of
human understanding, of personal interest and concern, as well as more formal
help in treining and placement. It is this kind of help - non-institutionsl,
human and yet with a definite and practical aim toward employment and improve-
ment — that we hope to provide for the Judith Carters of New York through
the creation of a Women's Division of the Vocaticoal Fourdation,




YOUNG AEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, LHC.

95 Madison Avenue, New York City

October 29, 1341

Mr. J. Willard Hayden, Pres.
Hayden Foundation

25 Broad Street

Hew York City

Dear Mr. Hayden:

In March 1940, the Hayden Foundation made possible\an expansion in the
Young den's Vocational Foundation. I belleve you already know that
the results of this contrlbution far exceeded our o or anyone else's
expectations. I have since been able to contlnue thls expansion

through general coatributions.

Our work is still almost altogether with youngsters who are of that
minority whom Boys' Clubs and other community resources have barely
touched, Thelr disorganized homes pro rﬁh:iittle incentive to use

the fine organizations at their dispg#&l anyl hence, they have become
further maladjusted in splte of the,‘inest boys! Clubs, YICA's and

the like. Thus the purpose of the/foung Mén's Vocatlonal Foundation
is made clear and practical.

As the efficiency of our work has becoms known, the demand upon us

for service has grown very greatly and weygre still the only organiza-
tion in New York Clty (or anywhere else as far as we know) dealing
exclusively with the vucat,;vﬂ‘“-qi ustment and placement of parolees
and probationers between #fie ages™)f 1€ and 21. i

d of "good tlmeB} we have made
interesting records are open for
anyone'!s perusal. These big L have lncluded several races and
sects with no dlserimination soever and because we feel that our
job is important, we have again expanded our personnel to meet the
needs of our boy

During the past year, pa\
well over 500 job placems

acement record has grown from 81 to more

%ithin three ygars our
s grovn from £6,000 to $12,000 and now to

than 500 and dfir budget
§20,000.

I am certain t not need names of important people which we
can provide like r ts out of a hat. My plea for the renewal of
your ELft of 1940 is made in behalf of the boys who are yet to be
served.

I sincerely hope that this letter will enable a few of our Eoard
members to have further discussion with the Hayden Foundatlon.

Bincerely yours,
SIGNED: Viola Ilma
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