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March 20th, 1941

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

It would be impossible to find werds that
would express the tremendous apprecistion thet my Board of Directors
wish to volece to you.

Be aseured that they are pledged to develop
the work of the Young Men's Vocational Foundation to the extent
that it can grow in other cities and be substantiel in Wew York and
ultimately contribute an encouraging peth for the thousends of young
people who mey heve the opportunity to be served by our purpose.

I shall let you know the concrete finsncisml
resulte which look optimistic.
5
| Most appreciatively youras,
Vit U .. . |
Vicla Ilma ¢

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt : |
The White House f
Weshington, D. C. \
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Hovember 4, 1941

Miss Jane Ssave ; A ILMH’.
S5tor 57 Division of Youth Activities 1ot
ivilian Defenss Agency

Vashington, D.C.

Dear Jans Seaver!

Thaoks for your letter of October A4
Roosevelt has told you that during ths paxl
daily comtset with boys and girls betwess’
gous through our gourts sad reform schy
people Tepressnt a fairly large s ectids
nesds huve not been met realistically
morale=building agenciss--school, home,
youth, 7Thay have had & hard and realistic eihepling, acd they raspond only
to the most realistic responss to their probl iy of adjustasent. I believe

the general nature of problems and

that in large measurs, thay
attitudes of all youth, gwn problems indicate the crassest
ara, and thelr jressat nssds decend

+ I prewuse that dre.

g e I have worked in
Iﬂflﬁ and 21, who have
ok under-privileged young

4L total youth population, whome
tructively by character and
that noreally influenoe

fallure of our youth progry
a sisple, bonest, realistip

et o /wuggestions I have in the light of
my sxpsrisnce, mad with a beddiug ep-the approsching Olvilian Dafensa Yesk
and its SIGN UP FOH DEFENGE? DAY, Of course, I amwriting in the derk as to
the gromnd plams sommittes hae worked out, hemge I epologize for mldng
alresdy have bean decided upon. I hope that we way

Your division oan learn imporSant lessons from the failure of pre-
vious attespts to maks youth respond entlusisetically to serious problems.




Tor Miss Jans Ssaver Novesber 3, 1941

It i» oy observation that young people ars koo often 4alked at, and are too
seldom given a reul part %o play im defining and dealing with important
problems. Endless Gpesches becows boring to all of us. TYouth wants primar-

ily to be inwolved in sotivity.

I belleve that a speolal appeal to youth to SION UP oo that day
should be made and phrased in language that the widest musber of young pec—
ple will respond o, emphasising team work, the vital mesed for youth support,
and praotioal agtivity that will enwus when the progras launohed. But it
should avoid the error of adult instruction in terms of
(since young people resent snd reject "appeals %o youth*
lack of Laitistive on thelr part and ignoraes their proble

youth should dg
t teoitly presums
end intereets).

No doub¥ liseraturs will te widely di
eppeal will be made by Mayor La Guardia and the wsyors of o citiee. Thess
should ba rapricted and dietributed inm suantities, togathar with dieplay posters
to all youth organizations and youth ssrving ogencies siche rp local publioc 1ib-
rariaes, schools, NYA, charghss, Y's, mnuwtar:. etc. Also, an affork
thould be made to reach newly organized 4 ougs ) hawe bean a clove obesrver of
youth activities for ten yeers, and no$¢ how new groups ocontinuously spring
into axistence in Fesponss to varied (A shan ﬁ youth nseds).

norganised Juy tnportant. About sixty per
cgent of young people are unattached. bp.opinion, this section of youth
holda the greatest potentiallity for growth, boo0 they have ns yet not turned
to sxlsting groups and organisatione for solutlom of their problews - which
are btasic and wideeprsad ,-"‘--"—"”'-- not artioulated in orgasized fushion.

'resumnbly an

nxly \ thetic, are actuslly eweiting reslistie

und cogent mnswers ko theff needs and\kn stiractive yuuthe participstion pro-
gram for their mctivitied{ hough sll|existing organized groups - theusslvaes
p if = will influsnge the unorgnonized youth
in pars, the bulk of this ; p¢ 0f energy will be reachad by nesns of
do—ilie radlo, through the press and in motiém

people designate their intersets. Morale will
for agtual partiolpaticn on the baeie of commnity
nasde and ats. Partlolpation mast be made tangible = ths

-+ A4ffiould the wmost productive, of your gomalttes's job. Either
the tulk of reglstrants will becoms really active and useful, or £ handful of
youngeters will take over leadsrship and do ell ths work, with the rest sitting
back with a nagative attivuds.

2 .lm-tﬂthl forms, I hope, will lis$ the key sotivities of oiv-
ilian defense, and make provision for listing interests, hobbies, trades, $al-
snts, eko., with a view %o barmonising abilities and activities.

3. Oareful chesking of personal interests and abilities againost
agtivity will have maoh %o do with the success of the program. To my mind,




Tay Mise Jans Bsaver November 3, 18541

checking should be dons as mich as possible by youth-serving agencies, ¥NTA,
vooational sarvioes, State smployment branohes, churchss, schools, trade
unions, sooisl work greups -- and, if posnible, through those individusls
whose sympathetio interasi in youth, organized or umorganived, ot tracts youth
iu search of gyidanoe, Thie procedure will guicken the tempo of organiszetion,
guidange, sraining, md effect smooth activity. It will heighten the affective-
ness of working youth, by extending their training, end will glve the Jobe-
lese youth both training und a sense of direction.

In 511 probabilidy, sxisting youbb-serving agensi
re-adjustad in relstionship to the realiwtio cooparction
ulated by widespread Oivilian defense.

will be extended or
t will ba etime

4 nth t vi [N

Youth partisipation wmust be in line with the . otiviti f adults,
pinge young peopls identify theaselves in terus of adult life. ¥Tima girle
ghould work with the wozen's division, the young workere syuchronize thair
aotivities with the trade unions, and thops—witn social interesbs work with
adult social &nd recreational groups, e46( Aboyp all, they should bave scual
chunce of a hearing, mod tuelr suggeetisne shopld be listensd to and decidad
on their werits.

The mayorssiould call togethsr the lakd
and grougs, to (1) explain the purposes and scdips of the youth division; {a)
to give the leaders responsi¥ or partisisation of their grouge; (3) designste
specific roles in the defpie prograd)for specific organizatlons {for axaaples
1st toe YHC0A take responefbility for dyganising and training all young women
interssted in hospital woy tion with other groupe snd sub=divisionsy
trada anion groups to be Hor spealfic duties in regerd to yrotestlon
againat fires, eto., in fad Worikaliope, officea.

ra of all youth organiszationas

Yhess specifio responsibilities will liak youth to e#dult mokivities
already under will eunliange the eonstrustive vurposes of the entira

Progras. sosivity of this sort is ths answer to the building of
morale.

| 000 yoush division program can be launched ona
high nofe of whiah undoubdedly will be skirred by the dramatic

natlon-wide the week of Novembar 1l-18. If this vothuslass 1w
not effsctively harmsssed ot the outset, wonths of abremsus effort will be
nesded %o recapturs it.

Obviously, meny of ths sbove ideas ard inherent in your teon-point
program. However, I{ eal that many concrete sroblems and whole seriss of
dotails will arise at each step forward. I am personslly entimsiastio and
optimiatie, and will gladly sid in every way I osn %o make & Imgs success
of registration plans. Vithout & doubt, the plan holds magh prowise for
ths youth in perticular and the nation in gemeral, to refresh und maks




Tor Iles Jane Beavers November 4, 1841

reallvtic the intense morals Tosident in the dowrican notion,

I hape e uay meat this week, either in New York or in fngh
%o discusy at length the above ideas and the further te on the wetter,

With oordisl grastiogs,

)

iola
VIiux

ke R 1 T G R R




Noveaber 5, 1941

Miss Viola Tlma
95 Madison Avenus, NYC
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Viora Tuma
Execuiive Durecior

YouNG MEN's VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
si¥esninomivenn . FEMRENDERELFIFEE . Now Yok, M. Y.

Board of Directors: ]. Banpall Caeet, Chatrman of the Bosrd; Mus. Liowst C.
Pranna, JR., Precidens; Warven M. Tuaves, 3an, Vive-Prenideni; Mns, FREDERICK
CaowweLL, Seerelary) Anman B Ancupotn, Treswrer; Davio C. ADiE; Rav. Jouw P.
Boiann; Huves L. Burranwieses; Marsiact MacDurrie, Ja.;
HavsTen B, VanoesPors; Hessenr D, Wiettams, PhI

NEW ADDRESS: 95 Madison Avenue . Murray Hill 2-5425

Roneet B. HansuM
Harowo G, OerTHER
Arrirtant Divesion

Qctober 29th, 1941

My dear Mre. Hoosevelt:

The Board of Directors of the Y.M.V.F. ls contemplating getting up
& natlonal organization in relationehip to the posaibilities of now
starting a Los Angeles branch. Also there is & possibility that
later on there will be a Girl's Divislon. Therefore the name of the
organization must be changed to be all inclusive for young men and

young women between the ages of 16 to 2.

It hae also been agreed that the word Foundation misinterprets the
actusl meaning of the organization for, much to my regret we have no
Foundation insofar as it suggests money having been left to us to L.{

carry on our work.

The only suggeation that has come up as to the change of nsme is

.,;j w] | li

I¥ocational Bureau" which persenally I think sounds rother dull. We R
would appreciate any suggestlons of ehange of name that you might f hl t{"
have. Could you send your ideas in immedistely so that we can pre- ! \""- !
gent them at the next Board of Directors meeting, which will be i\lh” w
W
S

Hovember 10th.

Secondly, we are planning to have our Anmuel Dinner this year at the

end of November or early part of Decenber, end would like to know

whether you think it better to have a small group. B3y that I mean

1E0 people, with accomodations in & good resteurant, and by good I

mean cozy, with excellent food, such as the Lafayette Hotel, Cr would [gj'.n
you have a large group of 500 to 600, at a place like the Commodore. f '.{f-'
Also, what are your suggestions as to the type orogram = do you think | i
one good spesker and theatrical entertalnment, or a series of sericus f .’." \

speekers. Your sugzestions on this will also be appreciated. { i ”i“.r".
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt Most unceru} ‘ : :Jf":,'! ;
The Wnite House fe o fuid
Washington, D. C. i’:.ffa_, ¢ 1t
wi/mt Viocla Ilma
ADYISORY BOARD
Miss Henrietta Additon M. Eunice H. Carter Miss E. Mebane Hunt Mes, Willism ). Piel, Jr.
M. Lillian Miw Elss William Lloyd Imes, DD Charles
Allen mm%mm 5. M. Kewny William Rapp
Barmnette Mrs. S Wiraton Childs, Jr. Alice ¥, Keliber, Ph.D. M. in D, Rowevelt
Harold B, Charles A, Collier, Jr. Miss Florence M. Kelley Victor Rusulin
w Hubert T, Delany Mrs, Whitman Kospp Mra. Lewpobd K. Simon
R Beawn Harey V. Gousbersiin mf_m Fushart K. Strsus
H.k—im Lester B, Granger Anna b, Kroms Chrdway Tead
a’l?t Bt Hawley Hu.lul:.:l.jl:ﬂq Hn.hl-.null.'w#l
ey ira A. Hirschmann E’w y !




Novezber8, 1941
Miss Viola Ilma
Toung Men's Vocational Foundation
95 Madison Avenns
Few York, N.T.

uuutukpnphmmt-i on for money as I am on too many
bosrda with them. Sorry cennot be with you December 5.

Elsanor nfﬂl"llt
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My dear Mra. Rocmevelt: j ril

¢
. RoperT R, Hammus

Hamown G. DERTHER
Avriviani Diveciary

At present we are getting ready to write our Annual Report and this
year the Board of Directors would like to dedicate it to you. The
theme of the report will be In Defense of Youth and will be an
accounting of our mccomplishmente for the psst year. We would like
to reprint your photograph for the dedication, in your honor.

Cn December 5th we are holding cur Annual Banguet at the Lafayette é‘t‘;"‘h 2
Hgtel and we will have approximately 150 guests and we are now work- £ Mt
ing out the progrem. We are also planning our Christmas Cempalgn. caef

And I have made preparstions for calling a group of women together 3

for our Girl's Divieion.

You will be pleased to hear that Commissioner Frieda Miller and Dr.
Etudebaker have jolned our Advisory Board. We loat Mr. VanderFoel
and Mr. Creel who are in the Navy and Mr. Archbold, our treasurer -
to the Army - all board members.

I have written at length to Mies Seaver on some idens, copies of which
I have sent you.

Thia sums up the recent news.

Fith activities golng on at full pace we are now down to our last
thouwsand dollars, which is as it should be because it is the end of our
fiscal year and therefore we have spent as much a8 we have recelved,
Beceuse of the Defenee Program and the fact that so many people who
glve small contributions are having many demands put on them 1t is
vitelly important for me to accomplish the following and do 1t guickly -
To have Nelson Rockefeller, Mrs. Max Ascoll, Mre. Adele Levy, Marshall
Field, Justine Poller and yourself meet. Justine agrees that I could
present the requeat to have Mres. Ascoll, Mra. Levy, Nelson Rockefeller
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VioLa ILMa
Exwecstlor Direcior
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Harown G. Ozatiie
Arristant Diivecrars

Mre. Roosevelt Hovember 3rd, 1941

end Marshall Field each give five thousand dollars. This would

aogure us for the coming year for there is so much work to do and

with this group, with yourself and Justine present, plus the littles °
I can contribute, this end could be accemplished and I would be

free to do the job of developing the agency locally snd nationally.
Our Los Angeles branch will not be a financial burden because Mr.
Leater Cowan is teking that responsibility.

Mr. Fleld's secretary informs me that he will enly bte in New York
this week and then he is golng to Chicago to work on his new paper.
Therafore is there any fifteen minutes this week that you will have
open in New York? I bellieve the others would be able to fit thelr
time with yours. Perhaps Justine may not bte able to make it becsuse,
as I understand, she is golng to Washington, but the-others could
meet. This 18 ec important to us that I would appreciate whatever
action you may teke so that I can inform Mr. Fleld as soon as possible,
ga well as Mr. Rockefeller, Mrs. Ascoll and Mre. Levy. It might be
that we would heve to see Mr. Rockefeller and Justine in Washingten,
ut this would not be too difficult and the other three major people
are in New York.

Would Miss Thompson be kind enough to wire me tomorrow 1f there la eny
time this week, in New York, morning, moon or night.

Most appreclatively,

Viola Ilma

Mre. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White Houss

~D.C
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Novesber 15, 1%.1.

Dear Miss Ilma: I|I "
hn.lh a s
I would love to see l'“",. Heutra
but I won't be back in Jashinton until
the twentj-first.
Very sincerely youra,

liiss Viela Ilma
95 kddison ivenue
New Tork, Hew York.
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ﬁ l'iihﬁﬁnr 10th, 1941
t L

My desr Mra. Roosevelt: 'h"‘

Blchard J. Neutrs, distingulshed architect
I met in California, expressed the desire to meet you.

Ho has done some very exciting work. is build-
ing the Los Angeles High School, as well as working on projects in
housing for N.¥.A. mnd s series of activities which I know will be
of interest to you.

I telieve his desire to meot you is to talk
over wome thoughts he has cn architecture and housing ln the post
war perled.

I have writton to my frisnd, Thelsa McKelvy
pecause I don't know where he is staying and suggested that he call
her if there is mny time that you can pee him.

1 mm sure you will enjoy meeting him.

Slncersly,

Viola Ilma

Mrs. Eleancr Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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Novamber 21, 1841

Dear Misa I:-_-l

1 am very sorry, but as I told
you before, I oan not ask the pecple you
mntion for conay, because I have to work
with thea.

I will be glad to bave a luncheon
in late January to start the interest in a
girls® division,

I appreciats your wanting to
dadioats the anmmusl report to me, but please
do not do it, because I do not feel I bave
done anything to warrant this attention.

Very sincerely yours,

Miss Viela Ilma

Young Men's Ycoetional Foundation
895 Madison Lvenuas

NYC
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November 19, 1941.

Dear liss Ilma:

' 48 1 told you before, I can

/ not ask toe neosle you mention for money
for any pur;ose.

I «ill oe glad to huve a )/ .
luachesn ln lute Januory Lo staet ghe z
interest In the Clrl's Zivision.

| 1 2o not want the annual
recort dedlcuted to me, ow! can seo
ro reason loup 1t.,

Very sincerel; joura,

lilss Viola Ilma
Young Len's Vocational
medatiﬂn, Im'!,
95 liadison fvenue
| New York, liew York, Vi

g, +
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% e Rosear R, Hamwum
- “. Hangin G, OprrHER
& (1'-‘ Adsistant Divecrors
‘g r,eiip November 10th, 1941
S
My dear ¥rs. Hoosevelt: U};.“

-

I want through m hegtic mental cycle of gathering the informatlon, as
I mentioned in my dast letter to you. However I heard that Marshall
Fleld was leavi for Chicago mnd I saw him lest Thursday. You will
be pleased t ar that he has pledged to be one of four to sive five
thousand, with the certeinty of his real interest in our work.

e nlg.l‘;,?l stem to Just pass the lipne, practically down to no money at
all, and now at least we have enough to enable ue to gather the rest
of our many friende into finencial support.

/{ am still convinced that if we asked Mre. Adele Levy, Mrs. Ascoll and
He

leon Rockefeller, together with Justine Polier, to sit dewn for a
few minutes with you that we would be able to accomplish my goal, and
I would like to be able to do this before December Sth., Would you let
me know if that could be poseible. Then I would aek Justine to contact
Mre. Ascoll and Mras. Levy becsuse she knows them both better than I do,
end also is confident that they will be interested,

The Board and I appreciate very much the opportunity to accept your in-
vitation to give a lunchecn for us to start the interest in the Girl's
Division. I would suggest that we do 1t some time in January for by
that time we will have had our Banquet and Christmas Campaign over with.

You will be interested to kmow that I am agaln teckling Doris Duke through
Marion Fascal and I think she might be one of the group interested in
starting a Glrl's Divielon. Did you, by the way, enjfoy the story of Judy?

I kmow these requests must seem lofty to you btut I enclose copy of a letter
which Commissioner Adie sent to the Hayden Foundation whom we are arproach=
ing once again and it substentistes my ability to have the courage to ask
g0 much of your time when I am fully aware of the tremendous responsibil-
ities and the thousand directions you take.

You will also be interested to know that I have alrendy contacted Mise
Seaver and I hope something constructive might come gut of any contribution
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Viors Tuwas
Executive Director

YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
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Roneat . Hawsus
Harore G, OpxrHER
Aussistant Directors

Mra. Roosevelt Hovember 10th, 1941

I might give to her in relationship te a practical program for the Youth
Civil Defense program.

Algs, Marshall MacDuffie, ene of our best board members and who was
ggacciated with Sullivan & Cromwell has resigned frem our Board to act
as Senior Attorney for the Economic Defonse Board in Washington.

onld you let us kmow if you approve of our dedicating our Annual FReport
to you and if eo can we have your photograph.

Most sincerely,

Yiola Ilma

The White House
¥Washington, D. C.

L A
Mre. Eleancr Roomevelt ,u &M
e

vl fmi

BOC.
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STATE OF NEW YORK
[EFARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE |
112 STATE STEEET :
ALBANY, H.Y. | |

Neovember Tth, 1941

Mr. J. "illard Hayden
President, Hayden Foundation
256 Broed Street

Hew York City

My dear Mr. Hayden:

As a member of the Board of Mrectors of the Young Men's Vocational
Foundation, and aleo as Commissioner of Social Welfare of the State
of New York, I msk the privilege of bringlng to your attention their
request for finenclael amsistence,

I can testify to the high efficiency of the work which this organization
is doing for delinquent boys eince they render very great services to the
sdministration of the State Bchool at Warwlck which lastitution, as you
mow, 18 under the jurisdiction of thils Department.

I have very strong hopes that this type of work will ultimately become a
part of the public structure iteelf, but it needs to be carried on for
geveral years as a demonstration project. When Mr. Weber waas Budget
Director of the State, he agreed with me that it was the type of thing
that ought to be financed publicly but, es I have slready sald, it seemed
to be too early in the history of the work to present it formally to the
Lagialature.

It is not very often that I get back of a private agency in its appeal to
foundations for support, but I do belleve that thie is one agency that
Justifies man exception to my general rule.

If there is any further iaformation that I can give you, I would be hapay
to have you call upon me,

With my kindesat regards,

Yery sincerely youras,

DCAIMOC y DAVID C. ADIE
cct Mises Ilma Comm iasioner




YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
9F Maomson AvENUE e MUsRay Hir 3-5425  «  New Yorg, N, Y.

Board of Directors: Mas. Liower C. Peaena, Ja., Presdent; Waiten N, THaven, 3ap,
Vice-President: Anuan B Ancusoip, Tressurer; Davio C. Ao Rov, Jonw P. Borawo;
Herenw L Burrewwiesen: Mamsnace MacDurme, J; Justive Wise Poues;
Havsteo B, VanpesPor; Hemspar D, Wittiaus, Pa.D.

Viora Tusa Roszat K. Hawwnus
Executive Director Harown G. OrrrHER
i Asgistant Dhirectons

Hovember 19, 1941

Uige Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mre. Roosavelt
Tha White House

Washington, D. Ce

Dear Miss Thompson:
fur anoual report goee to prese the middle of next
weak and we would appreciate a photograph of Mrs. Hoosevelt
and a letter which really would be a message to the organization.

Enclosed is ths letter which Commimsioner Adie has
written.

Appreciatively and with my best wishes,

Bingarely,
| ﬂ.u%n Ilma
I
| Vi:iar
! Ence

ADVISORY BOARD
William Lloyd Imes, D.D.
8 M
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SCATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE
ALBANY

Hovember 14, 1941

Mre. Lionel C. Perera, Jr.

President, Board of Directors

Young Men's Vocatlonal Foundation, Inec.
95 Madison Avenus

Hew York City

My dear Mra. Perera!

It le always a pleasure for me to write about the Young Men's Vocaticnal
Foundation because of my enthusimesm for the worthwhileness of the work
which is belng done. Not in many years have I come across an organization
with as much vitality and direct bearing on individual life as this.

I can testify to the high efficiency of the work which the Foundation ia
doing for delinquent boys since it renders very great services to the
administration of the State Training School at Warwlck, which instituticn,
a8 youknow, is unde# the jurisdiction of this Department.

As a matter of fact, we have viewed this type of mctivity as an experiment
by a private agency which ultimately would be carried out under public
ausplces. It ls, however, too early in the histary of the work to implement
it into the public structure,

I am lmpressed by the thoroughness and imagination with which the work is

carried on, end I belleve that the Foundation has a very real and vital
contribution to make in the field of rehabilitating juvenile delinquents.

Very sincerely yours,

Bigned: David C. Adie.
Commissioner
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Decembar 5, 1941
Misa Viola Ilma
Men's Vocational Foundation
Lafayntte Hotel (Dinner 7:30 p.m.)

| Few Tork, W.T.
| Will you extend ny greetings to all those present at the dinner

sspagially on the establishssnt of the Los Angeles bransh
~

-

|
tonight and mccept oy congratulaticns on the en of your work |
|
|

Fleanor Roossvelt







Deoember 22, 194l

Mrs. Roossvelt msked me to

ths snolossd check for §100.00
14 to say that thls ism her comtributlon
the Young Usn's Voocatlonal Foundstlon

for 1942.

Miss Ilmag
you

Very sincersly yours,

S
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Viota LLMa

Executiea Director

Younc MEeN's
95 Manmon AVENUE *

Vocarional Fouwnparion, Inc.

MUssay Hi 3-5425 o New Yor, N. Y.  DECY? 1381

Al
Board of Direciors: Mus, Liones C. PERERa, Ju., Pravidens; Warten N, THaver, Jon, :"-“ — f
\V‘; -
i
H

Vice-Prendent; Axsaz E, ARcunoLp, Trearurer; Davin C, Avig; Rev, Joun P, BoLanog
Heves L, Burreswissee; Massiart MacDurrig, Jo Jusmne Woe PoLIER
: Havsrgan B, VawpraPors, Hewngar DL WisLiass, eI,

RopesT B, Hannus
Harowo G, OERTHER
A rnigtant Diraciors

&
Fy,  December 10th, 1941

%ar Tc,ﬂ

Jimule's letter tells you that we ere llving up to the
high responslbllitles of ow work in obtaining jobs for youmg boye w-
m thelr releass from training sochools end reform sohools.

My desr Mra. Roosevelt:

p mmwthmthﬂmﬂmtumﬂth
White House oertalnly expressed that the problem was ons of natlonal

_,\u.isniﬂumu.

In three years we have advenced from elghty-ome place-
ments to five humdred snd eighty-slix. In thres yesrs our staff has
tripled end in three years our budget has tripled.

Your eontribution has mads thls growth poselble end
Jimmie's letter tells you what we hope a thousend boys cen tell us a
yoar from now.

Your dcnatiom this Christmes season will make that

Sinesraly yours,

G s

Vicla Ilma,
Exsoutive Dirsotor

Washington, D. O.

vifmi
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- ADVISORY BOARD
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January 2, 1841

Dear Miss Ilma:

Mrs. Tocsevelt has your lstter of
December 29th in which you state that you
will be in Washington next week. She asks
if you will come to lunch on Monday, the
§th, at one o'clock,

Sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Urs. Rocsavelt

Miss Vicla Ilms
Young Men's Voocational Foundation




: | THE WHITE HOUSE \ ' |
WASHINGTOMN !
January 3, 1942

MEMORANDUM FORs MISS THOMPSON
MR. CRIK
1R8, MNESBIT
UR3. HEIM
IR. TOLLEY

N

lHdes Viola Ilma will lunch
at the White House on lionday, January Sth,
at 1100 Po M.

P. La P
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YOUNG MEN’'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
9F Manison Avenue o 2 MUssay Hioo 3-5429 «  New Yore, N Y.

Board of Directors: Mus, Liower C. Peaena, Jo, Presidens; Warton N, THaves, 3o,
Vice-Presidemt; Anman E. Arcwsorn, Treassrer; Davin ©. Apm; Rev, Jouw P. Borawp; AT
Herew L Burtenwizser; Mamsiars MacDurre, Jo; Justive Wise Poues; ukb
Harsteo B, VanpeaPoer; Hensenr D, Witniams, Pu.D,

Viora Iuaa Romear R, Hawsus
Executive Director Harorn G, OerrHER

| (3 I'ﬁ_ ‘\fi e, o rfj |\ k : LG Ausistant Directors

December 29th, 1541
My dear Mre. Hoosevelt:

Cur Christmas Eve party was held at the office Wednesday at four
alelogk and what could have been a higher send off than to have
received your contribution of a hundred dollars te the Young Men's
Vocational Foundation. We are deeply moved and exhausted with
appreciation.

I hope you will find time to read our Annual Eeport which is
attached herewith for it clearly expreases the view points of the
entire organization.

1 have just written to Miss Seaver that I am delighted to mccept
her offer to work with the Youth Civilian Defense on activitias in
defense with training schools and reform schools, initlally exper-
imenting with New York State where we are familior with procedures
and personnel and the young people themselves. I plan to spend the
entire week, beginning next Monday, in Washington to work out blue
printe and from there on perhaps spend the latter part of each week
in Washington, the rest in New York, carrying out the plans that we
devalop.

I think this is an excellent opportunity to coordinate the interest
of various organizations in this field, as well as glving the young
people in the institutions the chance to organize defense counsels
on thelr own with practical participation both in end out of the
institutions for Clvilian Defense. Important also is the fact that
many of these young people will finally enter the amy and it will
bte m very specific inecrease in youth morsle for them to have con-
trituted mctively in the Civilian Defense program.

There L8 no need to talk further but I wish to express my appreclation
in having the opportunity to work with Miss Seaver on this particular

: part of the Youth Civilian Defense program and appreclate your
recommendat ion.

Mrs. Elsanor Hoosevelt Moet eincersly,

The White House ([
| g, ‘n}iﬁ‘i‘n .

| vi/mi ADVISORY BOARD
i Additon Miss Elea Castend William Lloyd Imes, D, Miss
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No. “'{_‘_ Date....Decenber. 29, 1941 . .

The Young Men’s Vocational Foundation, Inc,
8 West 40th Streer

New York City
acknowledges with thanks the contribution of ©On® hundred-------
SRR S A e e : wlm. Doll
from Mre. Eleanor Roosevedt. . . ... ... .

for the purpose of rehabilitating Juvenile Del

Treasurer

Gifts to the Young Men's Vocational Foundation, Inc., are exempt from
tax and may be deducted for Income Tax purposes.

$300,00 - i







Janusry 20, 1942

Very sincerely,

Young Men's Vocational Foundation

Miss Viola Tlma
85 Madison fvenue, N.1.C.
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\\
\“u ‘.g ¢
! My déar Miss Thompson:
1 mm herewlth enclosing copy of m letter I wrote
to Mrs. Roosevelt a few days ago and hope that I may have an angwer
as soon ss posslble with regerd to the dates mentioned, as the time ls

drawing close.

Most appreciatively yours,
Viola Ilme.

| Mise Melvins Thompeon
49 E. 65th Street

| ¥ew York City
vi/mi
BhCs
ADVISORY BOARD

Mism Henrietta Additon Mis Ela William DD, Miu M
M. Lilian Alexander m%m M Me. . Piel, Jr.
T e hnies 4. Cattien T Mis Flarence M. Kelley Wil Joaedua Rapp
Harold B. Bergen 'Hubert T, Delany Mr, Whitmaa Knapp Mrs, Franklin D, Rooseevlt
Rihard &, Bewen T k. o Jon e 34 Krom Mra Laopeld K. Simon :
N S S8, B
at% Ira A. Hirschmann Frieds 5, Miller mw
M. Eunice H. Carter Mim E. Mebane Hunt Spencer Miller, Jr. Mra Lester H, Weil




Febroary 11th, 1942

My dear Niss Thompsont

This i to confirm telsphones mamssgs you lefh
in :rrﬂn today with regard to thas tea to be hald at Hre. H. Fugent
Head's home. TFebruary 36th i{s fins, and the hour 1s the some, 5 n.m.,
at Mrs, Hapd's home, 125 E. 7T4th Streel, City.

Very elncerely yours,

Uirliem Isamos,
Bscy. to Viola Ilma

Kiss Malvine Thompson
45 B. G5th Btrest
New Tork Clty

eec to White Fouss




Fabruary 4th, 1942

My dear Mre. Hoosevelt:

Yesterday Walter Thayer saw Mre. H. Nugent Head and she would like to
invite her friende tc & tea at har home either Fetruary 18th or 15th,
wshichever would be most convenlent to you.

She.will invite the women to arrive at four-thirty and if you could
arrive st five, for a few minutes, Walter feels that she really hae
friends who are guite wealthy and that we ought to have a very success-
ful tea. There will be no more than a dozen people there but a dozen
who are carefully selected, and Mre. Hesd would like to know as moon as
possible so that she can invite these people.

Walter and I saw the Governor on Monday and he was extremely interested
in our work and recognlized the importance of it. He naturally wented

to investigate further on who we were and we suggeated Commimsicner Adle,
which met with hie approvel. Of course I don't think we have a better
friend then Commissioner Adie for he le thoroughly fomilisr with our
works

I imagine, if supplementary funds from the Department of Sccisl Welfare
can be put our way, as Dr. Willloms of Warwlck expressed, that the De-
partment of Soclsl Welfare pays the Neuorolegleal Clinic a lump sum each
year to handle their boys, that this le the process wtiich Commissioner
Adie will suggest to the Governor. At lemst there 1s g possibility.

And favorsble recommendatlons are golng in to the Greater New York Fund
through various sources and there is a possibllity slong that line as
well., In the meanwhila I am contacting as meny peonle as poesible and
as soon me I have mny resl news to report you shall know.

‘Appreciating hearing from you as scon as possible om the tea, for 1t i

our hope we can raise a good deal of funds ms & result of 1t, I am,
¥oat elncerely,
Viola Ilma

Mres. Eleanor Roosevelt
Yashingten, D. C.

vi/mi




Fabruary 18, 1942

Dear Vicla:

I =a morvy about Mrs. Head., I hope she
will soon be well and that perhapsshe can give
the tan later,

I will try to help a bit financially,

Sincerely yours,

Miss Yiola Tlma
95 Madison Avenue, NYC 0
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I am sorry to report that Welter Thayer has just called me and in-
formed me that Mre. Head and her children have been taken dewn with
a gevers illpess end she will therefore not be able to carry out the
promised tea at this time. However 1 am sure when Mra. Head re-
cuperates she will give us her kind offer again, but this 1s indeed
a disappointment because I thought we could ralse from five to tem
thousand dollars.

This letter is mainly to report what progress has taken place in re-
lationship to the financlel situation of the Y.M.V.F. Vhen I saw
you in Washington our bank balance was down to five hundred dollara.
Sinee then I have been able to contact some of cur people on whem

1 knew wa could count.

1. Armar Archbold, our treasurer, - $2000.00.
2. Marshall Field, - $2500.00. (This fulfills
his 1942 pledge).
3. Jemes Wallerstein, a new board member - £1500,00.

This will at least enable us to carry on until May. If we could
ralse ten thouspnd dollars we would be clear for the remainder of
| gur flscal year, which ends in October. There are two encoureging
possibilitlies at the moment. Walter Thayer snd I hed a very inter-
seting interview with Governor Lehman and he expressed he would dls-
cuss the matter with Commissloner Adle, and Charles Polettl sent in
the following letter!

"Denr Violat

Apropos of your letter of February 4th 1
want you to know that I talked to Governor Lehmen
and he is much impressed with the fine work that

ADVISORY BOARD: =

Mism Additon Mim Elss Castendyck William Lloyd Imes, D.D, Mim
Hu.w:h-ﬂn M., Constance Heyt Childs I'H'm hmﬂuﬂh
Grace Allen Bangy M, 8. Winston Childs, Jr. Alice ¥, ¢, PhD, Charles
Benjumin J. Barnetite . Charles A. Collier, Jr. Mim Florence M, Kelley ‘William Jowrdan Rapp
Harald B, Bergen Hubert T. Delany Mr. Whitman Knapp Mr. Franklin D. Rooseevit
Mim Helen Blanchard Harry V. Gooderson mnm Victor Rowdin
Richard B. Brown Lester B. Granger Anna M. Krom ul'l.hznﬂl.ﬂnﬂ
H. Edmund Bullis th Lacy Kux Robert K. Straus
Mism Irene Borbank Paul M. M, Eroest K. Lindley John W, Studebaker, Ph.D.
HT‘WM Irs A. Hirchmaen Frieds 8, Miller Ordway Tead

l i M. Eunice H. Carter Mim E. Mebane Hunt Spencer Miller, Jr. M, Lester H. Weil




Mre. Roosevelt February 19th, 1942

you have been doing. 1 am talking to Dave
Adle mbout devising some scheme by which we
can legally help you. Let us hope there ie
one.

Cheerio!

Charlie"

If the Young Men's Vocational Foundation were to cloge it would be a
perious loss to Werwlek State Training School, mas well as to other
institutions, affecting epproximately a thousand boys & year. HNo
persons recognize this more severely than Commissioner Adie, and Dr.
Herbert Williama, superintendent of Warwick.

At lesst the chance of supplementary funds from the State Department
of Social Welfare is there for there ls not & definite "no" and car—
tainly there is interest and recognlition that this responsibllity
must sooner or later be taken over by the state.

Secondly there ls & chance that we might be glven some funds from the
CGreater New York Fund. Certalnly Justine Polier, Marshall Fleld,
Commiseioner Adie, Father Bolend, Dr. Williams and a few others have
made all the important contacte in one way or mnother, and rather off
the record Neva Deardorff makea us feel we can be encoursged. Nothing
would plesse us more than i1f we could count on funds from the Greater
New York Fund and the State Department of Sccial Welfare for then we
would feel that our agency is working in line with the progress of

the day.

We feel that more and more the government must teke spclal responsi-
bilities in hend and this is as it should be. OCur problem, however,

is that I cannot sit back in the hopes of these two key spota, for,

if for one reascn or another they fail to materialize, I am forced

to turn to private contributora. This 1s very disconcerting for the
extremely wealthy people I have seen, who are interested, are for the
moet part enti-pgovernment and want to be sure that we do not put our
work into the hands of the government. Such thinking is eoc out of

line with the thinking of our Board and staff that I am less effective
with these people because our gumrantees can be none in their direction.

On the other hand, with wealthy people who are social minded, as Mar-
shall Fleld, and others, they are constantly btelng preased for funds

in every direction from all private agencies. I had a serious dis-
cussion with Marshall Field only a few days mgo, presenting my probtlen

to him honestly and he agreed thoroughly that we should make an attempt
to get some funde from the State Department of Sociel Welfere and the
Greater New York Fund. He agrees that 1f we cannot get thile cooperation
a p:nhhtia wview muat be taken, for these fine pecple cannct constently
be "bled¥.

I wanted to glve you thie pleture in full for I can assure you I have
seen all the people necessary to see, from a Government polint of view.
And as far as reeching new people of wealth, it ls extremely difficult.




Mres. Roosevelt February 19th, 1942
|

Mra, Adele Levy, for example, rather then renew her contributlon, wrote that
she could not do so, expressing appreciation of our excellent work. Surely
it 18 not because there ls no appreclation of what we are doing, btut because
of the many demands made upon her, and there are just so many Mre. Levys and
Marshall Fields and we can almost neme them off hand. S

I am so anxiocus to develep the work of our organization and use my mind in
that direction, and yet am held back because of the difficulty of obtaining
the necessary funds., Yet there ls no one with whom I have discussed this
problem who quite believe that we could close dus to lack of funds.

1 know you can appreciate how disturbed I must feel, for on the one hand we
heve more boys than ever, and the problems are much more severe. They are
looking for more excltement, they want hlgher wages wlthout gkllled training
behind it, and all the problems the English have experienced ere coming to
us rapidly and I see ahead a most serlous problem in delingquency. Therefors,
rather than close, due to lack of funds, we ought to be enabled to continue
and also contribute whatever we can, through whatever channela exiet, to the
manifold problems with which the natien wlll be faced. BEHecognlzing these
serious responaibilities, I am indeed dlscouraged and to put it mildly,
anncyed that a mere ten thousand dollars should take up all my time when there
are more demands to use one's abllity to do one's share in this great war
affort., I em not ona for talk but rather one for amction and for concrete
regults end therefore sm deeply disturbed by the conflicts with which we are
faced.

And as Dougles P. Falconer, exacut ive director of the Greater New York Fund,
only yeaterday expressed, according to the Herald Tribune and the New York
Timea!: "..soclal sgencles are not going to be flponced bty a few wealthy
people, because they won't be here'. He further says: ‘'unless we can do
tetter the strong agencles will survive and the others, which have been
valuable aleo, will not be mhle to survive". By "strong" I take it he means
financislly strong.

That the Y.M.V.F., ig in line with progreasive thinking is expressed by ite
accomplishments and by its action. Only recently a Negrn, Mres. Lillian Alex-
gnder, was added to our Board of Directors, and now nominsticns are in order
to have trade union representation on it as well. Also, within a few weeks
A Negro will be added to the steff. Unfortunately at this time only secre-
tarial, but our objective is to have a Negro in an executive cepscity, with
ua, btut we cannot possibly consider expension until we solidify the activi-
ties we are now carrying on.

I have written our problem out in grest length to you becesuse I am sure that
our problem i the same as many of the other social agencles doing important
work, and somehow thies work must be evnluated and their support ected on in
a much larger sense than the struggle and energy put behind financing alone.

I am enclosing our last month's plocement report, belleving you would be in-
terested in the way our reports are kept. Also the materisl we left with
the Qovernor.

Mra, Eleanor HRoosavelt Most sincerely,
The White House -
'l.h‘-mﬂﬂl 1. ©. U gﬂﬂ-‘h—.

Viola Ilma

vi/mi
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placesent made : : t
1 i ol
™

For detailed ll.:tl.a.nf other sources, see *a'mgnﬂ_guwigh
1940-41 report of Young Xeu's Vocatlona ntion, page 30.
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IV. Some eaployers who have employed Young Yen's Vocational Foundation boys:

A & B Venetion Blind Company
‘Ace Fastenar Coampany

A 1lled Messenger Service
Allied 3ecating Company
Atlantie Ave. Truecking Compiny
Ca,itol Hotel

City Chealcul C

Clumbia Lithographle Co., Inc.

Devlito Coul Coapany

I gle Pencll Company
Flower FLfth Avenus Hospital
Ouarantee Trust C apany
Eelly Dye Comany

Kleln flano Company

Lord & Taylor

F. H. Uncy & Crmpany, Inc.
#anhattan Cable Company
Hontgoaery War! & Company
4orningside Press

Nedick's 3tores, Inc.

New York Publie Library

¥oaa Eleetrieal Corporation
alx Millinery © mpany

nleway tores

Ot. Clote Furniture Coapany

San Marino Vine Coupuany

sexlll Jupply Com, any

SBikaroky Aviation Cor sration
3ilver Carfeterin

3laun % 3clwstar

Bklar Buttonh-ale . Humatitehling Co.
Sperry Gyroscope Coupany, Inc.
dun et radocta Comspany
Sonbeaz Leather Coupany

Tudor Theatre

United Parcel Service, Inc.
“nldes Xh-I=% or, Inc.

Veatern Unlon Telegra h C-apany

V. Scme trade unlons cooperiting in Young Wen's Vocati-mil Foundati-n

placements:

Amnlgamated Clothing ¥orkers of imsrice

Bakery and ectioner
Brotherhood of8leeping

Unlon, Local #1
ar Porters
Cafeteria Empl-yesa Onlon
Cake Bakers nnl.un. Local
Chain Service !estsurant Eupl

ﬁ Local ’ME

es Onilon

Cleaners and Dnrl Onion, Local #2323
Costume Tailors Ualon (affiliated with A-algussted Clothing

Forkers :ur dmerion)
Curtain

ry and Allied oroduets ¥orkers Unlon, Local #4582

Dekel Fetttieiong ¥ ulty, Chapter #101

Dining Car Eaployees Unlon

Local #2370

Disp Fixture Workers Unlon, Loeal f2102%

Hr. oor and Ship- lnt
House Vireckers Onion,

Clerks Unlon, Local APS
ocal #3%

Interaational Brotherhond of Electrical orkers, Local #3
Internaitional Ladles Garzent Yurkers Jnlan

¥y Workers Joint Board of Groater Hew Yori
Hew Yor: Hotel Trades Council, Loecal #144

Aestaurant-Cafeterlua—Cullnury

Eaployees Unlon #1

Bul H. By and Portfollo Makers nl.uu. Local 480
'l'hu nﬂ Amusenent 3ervice Eaployees Onlon, hoal #54

o it

ll:l.hd P I'nrtcrl Hnlun

s of New !ar Local FOE3
sslonsl 'lnrlt“- of lnrtnn
Onion, Local #8208

Onited Wholesale and Tarshouse Eaplovees of Newm York
Upbolsterers Unlon, Local #76
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: V1. Asalysis of types of Joba precured for Loye durlng tho last fiseal
yoar (in order of their frequenay)!

e of Plageweny Husber of Jobs
k Fagtoery 124
Mognsenger Ssrvice 108
Food Trades 61
Stock, Suipplag 57
Lakor Al
Parscnel Servica 34
2ruck Helper 33
2d
Carpantry 1%
CGanoral Malniensnae 18
Prioting ]
Faming ¥
Auto Wegleools ¥
lmundry [
Elsctriclity &
Upholstery B
Professional 3
Ay E
Navy :
Totua o




YOTHO MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUMDATICH, ING.
Budget for year November 1941 to Octover 1943

Director's Salary $4753.84
Ass't. Dirsctor's salery 3650.00
l Ase't. Director's salary 2936.48
Asa't. Director's salary 2038.48
Clarical staff galury B354.00
Reat 1100.00
Lisotf#isity AL, &0
Telephoie ond telegraph 1110.79
Btatlonary aud satmmps 780,23
Cffice Equipment and repsirs 430,96
Loans to Boya 603,36
Carfave wod travel expuniss 423,04
Tuess to orgsnlzations 20,04
Publicity, Heports and Anmsl Tianer £18.08
Lunghes and dinnsrs an2.00
Miugsllaneous
Books and msgasinea Bl,40
Usssengers 67.90
Towsl Sarvice 24,30
Legnl Tean A1.80

Dank glerges « 74

—
L




LETTER THE WORKE OF THE YOUNO MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDAT

wss] onn taatify to the ki effiglenoy of the work whia
Foundation is doing for dalimquent boys since it renders very great servioss
to ths adeinistration of the 3tate Training Sochaol at Warwlok, which instito-
tlon, as you know, is under tha Jorisdlotion of thia departmang,”

s f Na

W, ..learty congratulations cn ths Foundatlon's anergetin and in-
tellizant activities durlng the past yesar and my wam wishas for ths fullest
meawure of support im your worthy future snfdeevors. Tha State of Hew York is
grateful to you mnd the Toundation for greatly helping to rehabilitate the
toys from our instituticas.”

eeeThis orgealration, though yeung, he=s done the coat subetanding

Job lo Mew York, se fer ae I know, 1o help young beys whe hove beso ln New
York Stats Tralnlag Scheol to zaks an adjustment =nd find wvork wheno they

were paroled or discherged., They have dane n perticulsrly fine Job in regerd
to egross, They nesd halp despcrataly 1f thay are to continus...."

wasun rogard the Toung Meu'a sectional Toundation as
unigus speney wnd offering a wervice that ls not dunlicated in the Clty of
Uew Tork...That it La serving e very real neod and nffering & unigue sarvice
oannut be doubted.”

gmﬁgﬁm_hq:mpuﬂ&iw—’m'—'m
~..0ho orgalzation that cen open up such opportunities {for

employment) is of great velue to the ceamunity, The placecents made by
your agwncy Loas bean of real asslatsnce Yo our grle. ¥ith all geod wishes."

sesl BOEERRt thaet rﬁul s agpintmmen of the Toung Men's
Vosatlenal Foundation,..This orgaziration wes founded for the express purposs
of helping yovmg men like yeur son.®

sas it Bosmm za that you are not only rendaring s marvelous
sorvice to btoye in New York Clty but thot vou are ereatins m rattern for
similer organizations which elght very well e orgenieed in nany other eom—
sunities of the poumtry."

'..-! wish to sxpress my high enthusiass for the impertamt work
which you erv dcing on behelf of the city and of the otate 1o the rehabill-
tation of Juvenile delinguents...This, in =y opindon, above sll- ald to youth,
i the most impertant...l wish you continued wucesss and ry vhole-hearted
suppart for your worthy sndeavor.”

% « af ogurss, sn the snphasia
givea to work with Negro boys and the success you have had in
ing thess boys om Jobs. Any agenay that seeks %o place Negro
faces plenty of hesduches. Onme that sesks te place Negroes
hnml‘f:un a tosk mo difficult thet most sgesncies will med
Job.

L you
ually
peo)
aour
L

S H
23tk

i
e
s




Brisf Hiatery of the Y, W.V.F.

A Tha Toung Men's Voostlonal Foundation was founded and ingorporated

as an independont private agency in August, 1935, following two years of ex-
perimental placeseat work in the form of n Yocatlonsl Demcnatration directed
by Ulss Viola Ilma for the Oaberne Assoaliation.

During the initial year or so of sperstion, with Vige Ilma aa sols
exscutive and placement director, o tef wus raised from private

ROUTCES, MW ar Doys referred from warlious training
schools and raformatories, parols and prebation suthorities.

Midway through the second fiscel year (Nov. 1939 te Ost. 1840) an
sdditienal plasement dirsctor was sscured, largely »8 the result of & specisl
gramt from a private foundatlen. The partlally incrersed

abilie £ teginning with the fellewing flscel year, e techolyue
] T nlstration wan lmproved, end cvonsidersbls extenslon was
mads of the Board of Directors cad AMvisory Torrd, Arewn frem experts in
Javenile delinguency ocd ralated flelds, nd public-apirited persons. Place
t AT et . =

Throughout the third fiscal year (Mov. 1940 te Oct. 1%41) there ware
many requasts for the extenslon of sarvices by the organlraticn, and ma the
rewult of a private grant by Mr. Marghall Yiald, & third plecerant dirscter
wan sdded Lo the staff, to specislize in Megro plecement and nroblems: large-
1y due to inorssssd referreles of Negro and vhite boys from the Hew York State
Treining Sehool for Boyu. Plagemeuts yese to 086, on & ludget of $18,000.

Om April 23, 1941, the work of tra organization was officially re—
eognized ty the Welfare Council of Mew York, znd we becuse combers of the
Employment and Vocational Oufdenge Ssotlon.

refarrels from the Hew Yorl
(&L year, to 81 In 1040-18d]

W

Dus L3 Inelstent cells furiag lect year for sxtenalon of our galdance
and plucesant services, gnd the spucial nature of protlems of sdministrutioen,
finencing, leglsletlon, Megpre plecesent, labor unloa relitlcoship, wartine
delinquency, requasts for ald in solving aioiler protlems in othsr populstieon
gsnters, and ths growing need for oomsiderstion of the placezeat problems of
girls relesssd from lnatitutioas, the Board ¢ gra deaided to sdd
fourth plagem -gghor to the giaf hus ro :
or adm! Tatlon. The budget was inoressed to $28,000. No further ex-

ea is contemnlated. Howsver we are adjusting our functican =3 as b0
handle the sntire oumber of referrals from Varwloks

ek

The siaff of the orgenizstion s as followsi -
Yiols Ilma, Exscutive Directer: formerly directer of the Yooational
Demonstration of the Osboarns Assce-
t“-l“- m “ th' Tili'nh
Esbert Hanmum, Assistant Directer! for ten ysars plagemsnt dirscter
. at Children's Villags, New York.
Harold Osrihar, Assistant Directer! formerly ssploywani somaolller at
(hildren's Ald Soalsty, specisl-
izing in Wegro \ I
Fraak ¥. Balluffli, Assistont Dirscter! formerly sommalller
at Children's Ald Seclety.




EEGISTRATION AND PLACEMENT HEPOET

)E¥ EROISYRATIONS
SOURCE OF EAETEREAL i WHITE | WEGRD @ TOTAL
* ¥aw Tork Btate Training School fer Boye 1 2 1 B8 3 15
New Tork Btate Vocational Imstitute | 1 @+ & 13 1
Hew Tork Btats Farols ! 1 1 O 1 1
L1 H.Y. 1 1 |
lesssnt's t 1 1 &+ O H 1
H.Y.0. Probation! t 1 1
é:u't:%! Gensral Bessions - ¥.T.0. 1 g 1 1 1 3
Dopestis Halations Court: i ' !
;i'iﬁﬂ Tolldren's Court FIRT R 3
Hawtherne-Cedar Enolls 1 1 1 O 1} 1
U.B8. Distriot Court i L. @ & 1
Touth Counssl Bureasu 1 § 1 7 1 2
i 6 @ 1 1 8
! 1 1
Tot ation 1 ¥ 11 ! a8
HEe—=Registrations 1 1B

Aotive from Previeous Manth R T 2
POTAL NC. OF BOYS HANDLED - CUREENT WOWTH 73 B4
| ACTIVITIES

Ilt."““'l‘hh"ll!ill!'lillII"II-II---I!IIIm

! mt“‘- L] - - - - . Ll L] - - L] L] - - L - - L L] - - " L] L L - aﬂ
w!“u‘. II'I‘.I.I‘I‘. with ‘plﬂl‘ri. 2 W F M F B B & % 8 % ¥ & & 8 B 110
Misgellanseus Combmokm. « « + » o & & = = o = 5 = & + & & & ¢ 0 2 0 1823
EELIGIOUS EEPGRY
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March 20, 1942

Daar Mism Ilma;

Urs, frnaervelt is ewer unt!l the
firat of April. Your letter of ‘arc: 1Eth
has been raceived in hes sbsence ond T will
give 1t to har upon her return,

Very mincarely yours,

4

Sacretary to
Urs, Roozevelt

Miss Viola Ilma

Toung Men's Vocational Poundation, Ine.

85 Madimon Awvenue .

New York, New York 3 0




March 30, 1942,

| My dear Miss Ilma:

| Mrs. Hoosevelt has your letter
of March 18, and has asked me to say she
believes the informstion you enclosed

| should be oiroulated. She will try to
i ses you in New York City soon.

| Yery sincerely yours,

Seoretary to
Mre. Roosevelt,

Miss Viola Ilma

Young Men's Voocational Foundation

95 Kadison Avenus

New York, New Tork. VDS

T T T R T g T T =




Youne Men's Vocarionar Fouwnparion, Iwc.

> 95 Mapmow Avewue = MU -
;{)U ) L0 ReAY Hir 3-5425 » New York, N. Y. |
f a Board of Directors: Mus. Lionrs C. Peneas, Jr., President; Warter N, Tias
1’ *"3 Fice-Prasident; Armar E. Awcuporn, Treamrer; Davin C. .l'-llll:;:: Jouxn P.“%l:.&..‘i"::
r‘ / Hevew L, Brrreswiesen;, Maztinats, MacDusrie, Jep Jurrive Wise Povies
Havsreao B, VawoeePorr; Hemseer I Wictiams, PrD.
Viors [Lma
Roserr R, H
Executive Director J"’VI\I{ Hazown G, D:::::u
/ i ,.“'" \ Auniriant Directors
ﬁ) u Jx"r‘ V
L] , 3
M h 18th, 1842
r(,J_P é J\yb arc _,_._._-\\
UJ»" Uy dear Vrs. Rocsevelt:
Attoched is what I consider a meost imoortant
plece of Information. It is A eomnle of whet can be expected from
many social mgencles in reletionship to tha attitude of voung people,
particularly the underprivileged, during the war emergency.
If you think this is of any imnortence, I have
coples which I can gend to a surgested liat.
Most sincerely yours,
U oo
Vicla Ilma
Mra. Eleannor Eoosevelt
The White House
Washingten, D. C.
"ﬂ.fﬂl '[ Lmpan il Ludee ey [ L= AR g
BN, .
Tl | M + A w.ﬁ-‘-& .
¥
- y,dr'
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ADYISORY }[ﬂ-.ﬂln
Mis Hearletta Additon Mis Elsa Castendyck DD,
:-,_l.mm ﬂ'il_—lhnﬁgt i.ul:.v b Hhum"ml.ﬂljn
Benjainia J. Bassaite A. Collier, Jr. ~ Mis Florence M. Witlas
Harold B. Bergen ﬁ; Delasy” M. Whicaes ey biog oL S
ﬁ.ml.h- le ﬂﬂﬂ.m llu.larlk.l.-
M Treoe Borbask Pusk M, Bancg Men Ermen K. Lindley Jokn W, deedmher, 74,0,
J Znily T. Bor, PLD. Ira A. Hirschmann Frieda 8. Miller g:qm
Eunice H. Carter Mim E, Mebane Hunt Spencer Miller, Jr. Lester H. Weil




3/10/42

REFORT OF THE STAFF OF THE YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION T0 THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS OM:

NEW CONDITIONS RESULTING FROM THE WAR EMERGENCY

General attitude As during the laet war, many factors are contributing to gen-
of the b eral restlessness among young people, thus dlsturbing the

normal procedures of youth counselling and morale-building
agenclea. Fublic echools report more use of the word "ungovernable®. Training
schools are having more runaways than ever beforae. Heighborhoeod houses, church
groups, YMCAs all report tendencies toward disorganization of youth morale efforts
and instability of general programs. The YMVF, too, is experiencing restlessness
among ite referrals comparable to the general restlesssess.

Bo the

arped forces Social workers and probation officers report non-cooperation
of training schocl and reform school graduates with regard
to service in the armed forces. Our own experience is that

the boys lack interest in either the armed forces or maritime Jobe. Their spirit

of adventure is not lacking, but does not manifegt itaelf in a patriotic manner.

Iraining and Job training in institutions 1s of even greater significance
aducation than before. Yet too often boys cannot chtaln war production

Jobe because of lack of trailning (records are a barrier in
some instances). It ig important to note that training schoole are losing some .
of their best teachers, who are meeking better paid positions outside the training
school system.

The YMVF has alweys practiced rejection of sub-standard icba.
specific jobs We are now able to reject Job opportunities wherein standards

have not improved and by virtue of the rising cost of living
tend to fall into the sub-standard category. $12 per week messenger jobe are now
goelng begging for want of applicants. Very few of our boys will accept messenger
Jobs. Stirred by reports of high wages, they prefer jobs in war production in-
dugtries. However, requirements for such industries are still much too high and
prevalling training tee low, in the majority of cases. It is alsc notable that
few of the boys lacking the requirements for war industries show a deslire to se-
cure additional treining, much as they would like high-paid joba.

Applicants are more often than not indifferent to service
Jobe — in restaurants, hotels, buildings, etc. - which a few montha Ago were con-
sidered to be satlsfactory. Most boys now place a higher valus on thelr services.
They are less willing, on the whole, to help themselves or be helped by us within
the scope of existing job opportunities. They expect that as employment in gen-
eral increasses, the right opportunity for them will come along. Boys are less
punctual in keeplng appointments made by us for them with employers, and lax about
obeerving werking hours set by employers. Fallure to keep appointments, without
explanation, is becoming more frequent.

On the other hand, many jobs in non-war production industries
are ghort lived due to the problem of priorities, and this contributes to rest-
lepsness and indifference,

Eaployer problems  In some respects the market tends to favor the employee

&nd the boyg rather than the employers The turnover reported by non-war
production employers grows day by day. Some boys will try

& job for a day or two, and quit for no apparent reason., The effect of this is

to cause such employers to lower educational requirsments, so that the 16-17 yeara

old group not yet through high school are in greater demand. Also, perasonal

records may be made known to employers in non-war production trades, without fear

of diecriminaticn,
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Vioa [Lma
Executive Director

Youne Men's Vocarionar Founbparion, Iwne.

95 Mapsow AvEnue ® MUreay Hioo 3-5425 » New Yome, N, Y.

Board of Direciors: Mus, Liower C, Prezma, Je, Preddent; Warter N. THAYER, JRD,
Vice-President; Ansar E. Ancuporn, Treamrer; Davio C. Avigy Rev. Jouw F. Balawo,
Hevrew L. Burreswiesen; MansHarr MacDurrie, Jo.; Jusmine Wise Poliee;
HarsTeap B. VanperPoer; Hesserr D, Wittitams, PrD.
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March 10th, 1942

W! ’

Romeet R, Hanwum
Hamowp G, OERTHER
Aristant Direciors

My dear Mre. Roosevelt!:

1 did not answer your letter in relstlonship to the MEMO to OCD
gimply becamuse 1 wanted to attach a copy of a letter which I
sent to Mr. Danlels which was on the point of view of the re-
gults of the Superintendente' Conference.

At all times my only interest in trylng to be of any help is to
e able to see that some consideration is glven to the boys in
relationship to the war program, both in end out of the training
gchools end reform schools.

It was my fear thet "a business as ususel" attltude would be token
unless some leadership and drive were put btehind the prellem, with
hope of government actlon and this was my main interest, stemming
from my initial discuseion with Betty Lindley.

The report was really a group plece of work rather than an indi-
vidual one, for I am convinced thet there are many fine minds in-
terested in this fleld who are more than ready to do a construe-
tive Job. I wam delighted that the MEID waes received with interest
and my only hope im that something is done and et lesst I did maeke
an effort to get the ball rolling which was my only intention.

However,I did sppreciate your letter which disentangled miscon-
ceptions and I was happy to have that,

Sincerely,

" ) \ J L..J'E—UL-'
Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt Viola Ilma '
The White House R
Washington, D.C.

ADVISORY BOARD

Mis Henrietta Additon Mim Ela Castendyck William Lloyd lmes, D.D.

M. Lilian Alexander M, Coratance Hoyt Childs 8 M, a:m “..::{,]r,

ﬂ-ﬂ&ﬂ;hp mtr__n}mm ﬂ:v, ﬂn,p, Charles

IM Barneitte Callier, Jr. Florence M. Kelley William Jourdan Rapp

Harold B. Bergen mmmu, Mri. Whitman Knapp M. Franklin D). Rooseevit

Mim Helen Blanchard Harry ¥, Goodersan mnﬁn Victor Roudin

Richard R. Brown Lester B. Granger Anna M. Krom M K. Simon

H., Edmund Bullis Mim Hawley Lacy Kux - Rebert K. Strac

Miss [rene Burbank Paul M, M, Ernest K, Lindley John W, Studebaker, Ph.D.

HIT,QM Ira A. Hirnchmann Frieda &, Miller Ordway Tead

M, Eunice H. Carter Mim E. Mebane Hunt Spencer Miller, Jr. Mrs. Lester H, Weil
Keyes Winter
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March 6th, 1942
My dear Mr. Daniela:

This s & belated snswer to your letter of February 16th, dus to
the faot that I wanted to walt until I sould repert on conalder-
atlon by the Buperimtendents' Confersnce of the MEMO on Juvenile
Delinguency in Wartime snd Training School Programs in Helation-
ship to Civilian Defense and War Produotion.

I might mention that the conferemce of both men snd wORSD AUpAT-
intendents are clesed to the rublic, and exist solely to prrait
private discussion of inner problems of administration, Mo
sollective action is taken, no official declsions are arrived at,
ne publie sansuncements are mads, However, Mr. Frank Pean and

Dr. Herbert Williems, both of whom played a major role in planning
the WEWO sent to you, wers re-slsotsd respectively president and
Ssoretary-treasurer, and they have informed me that the MEMD was
discussed and the following comcensus of opinion arrived ati

1. The theme of the MEMO, that traloing schools ocan
and should play a mors vital rols im civilian de-
fenss aotivities, met with full agresmant |

2. That the success of any plan would depend upon the
astive goopsration of the heads of institutions snd
the working out of deteiled plans for sctivities to-
gother with the local and state defenas councile]

3. That OCD should take the Initimtive and have the
authority to carry cut the program as a whole,

Both Dr. Willlams and Mr. Penn believe that the question of juvenils
delinquanay o war time has yst to be viewsd in the light of L4s
importance as a national problem, aad consider that soms gentral
agsnoy should be established to stimulats exchange of {dsas and
plaa activities te take sdvantage of the patentialities of traln-
ing scheols in relsticnship te olvilian dsfenss and war productien.




|
Mr. Daniels March Bth, 1942

The wisest plan would be for 0CD to sppolnt a co-ordimater f am—
f1iar with the problems invelved, to arouss interest, develop
practical prograsming, and acquaint local defense councils with
the problem,

I fully agres with thelr point of view., A lalsser faire attitude
will produce litile or mo results. May I add that the Woaenm
Bupsrintendsata' Comfersace resulted in the same general polnt

of viaw, 1 sm sure that ths lsaders of the Bupsrintendents' Con-
ference, Dr. Willisms and Wr. Penn, together with reprosentatives
of the Children's Buresu, will be meet cooperative in workicg out
further developments.

1 do hope that the matter will recalve your earnsst consideration.

Most sincerely yours,

Viola Ilma

Mr, Jonathsn Daniels

Director, Program Plaaning
Divislon of Volunteer Participatlon
Office Of Civilian Dafensa
¥ashington, D. C.

i fal




YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC,
99 Mapison Aviwue o MUmmay Hio 39425 New Yoae, N. Y.

Board of Directors: Warven N, THaves, a0, Presidest; Mas, Liowes O Prasws Jo.
Chairman; Ansan B Ancusors, Tressurer; Davio O Azsie: Mas. Liiuias ALEZANDER;
Rew, Joww P. Botaso; Mansmare MacDurse, Ju; Justive Wise Pociza:
Jaszs Wartznsren; Hesnear D Wittiows, PuD,

Associate Directon
Franwg W, Barrurr—Trede Union
Roneer B, Hawsus—WVocadonal Placement
Hanown G, Omnren—Megro Afjairs

(

April 16th, 1342 OO
Uy doer lre. Eoosevelt! E\ '

I heve been informed ':hnt/lgin 1] rey, an expert an fuvenile
delinguency in Englend, ls telng eent by the Eritish Covernment to
America to talk on tho problem of delinguency In England.

I am certaln many people in the fleld of Juvenile dellnguaney will
welcome m vigorous nerson whe cen nut bel'are the wublis the cerious-
ness of thls oroblem for in hi7h nlrcea it hoa et te Yo civen its
aroper conalderstion in wer time.

¥iss Frey has & very troad backsround, including Leing honarary
searetary of the Howsrd Leopue for legel refarms, author of varlous
books on dellnpuency, as well »a teilnp r warker witk the Quaker Wer ot
Bellef and nrineinal of the Sormerville Collepe nt Oxford inm 1531,
end from "38-'39 Gavernor af the Fritish Erondcasting.

Could we nlan & soocial sacislon i her homor, the detalls of which g
I would prefer to talk ovar sith you, Yt I think it would be a
eplendld ides.

Most slinoerely.

Mre. Elesncr Roosevelt

O ,Q_.._&
W g

The White House

¥eahineton, D. C.

vifml \
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April 20, 1042
Dear Miss Ilwmag
Mra % kas reselved your
letter conoer and has asked
ma to aend you sak for $100

Yeory ninaerely yours,

Iﬂ. J. [ ml-
re. noocaevelt

pl
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c/o David Lloyd e T

19 E.st 54th Street IPal; e
New York City s
april 17, 1842 \ ;

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Viola Ilma may have informed you that I did not, after
8ll, recéive & Guggenheim fellowship. vuly three awards wers
wede in fietion this year, these going to already established
euthors and most of the othsrs to academicians for scholarly
research. In fact when Viola and I saw the 1list, we felt
consiaerably reliéved. nlthough our efforts - and your great
kindness in recommenaing me - brought no imnediate results,
it was obvious that one had to arrive beyond the struggling-
young-artist-full-of-yromise stape.in order to attain recognition.

of course the money would huv- been very useful, but I'm
not going to stop. Miss Pearl Buck once told my agent, "She
has everything she nceds as a writer, =ven perseverence." &o
1 intend to stick to my task of learuing snd showing how
profoundly American in thelir personality and problems the
Negro people ATE.

This is an imperative social message and it so happens -
whether I will or no - that I am one of tﬂa few white citizens
with the eguipment, us well as the experlence, to transmit this
picture in v 1iving, very vivid terms. Belng white, I know
vhere the identification with white society lies. Having
jdentified myself with the Megro community these past three
years, I know what it is in all its he:srtbreaking contradictory
complexity. And I know thut if white pmericans could be
brought to understand that these people are part and parcel

of themselves - the products and creators of our national
culture, even to the point of having reeiprocal prejudices -,

& great deal of feur and lgnorance would go up in thin alr.

In addition to luck of funds with which to fulfill my
puryose, I am faced with snother dilenma. I am deeply bitten
with the conscience of all writers during this period. Can
I not pl.ce my services to & more effective end than the one
I have chosen paraugiilf while my country is &t war? I have
apylied for work (un®illed luborl) in & factory as a means of
supporting myself gnd serving in & yroductive cepaciiy at the
came time. However I wonder if tils is the right thing for
me to do at tuls particulsr historical moment, or not. That's
wnat I'm asking you now. Insofar as I'm concerned I'd just av
soon work in a factory because, without romanticiaing the
routine, I have an exuberant curiosity about everything that
hagpens nnzihan. you will understand taat I am moved by &
larger political cumpulsion, not egotism, in ssking you if
there 1s any I can pley iu the ;lans of the Gover
to bring the messus behind the war effort - a eruc




necessity right now.

The heroism of Dorie Miller provided a truly beautiful
parable, but 1it's up to us from now on to prove our good
will. ih&y have become 50 alienated by ocutrages comultted
in the past six mgeths that I &am not exaggerating when I
eclaim that unde umstances an insurrection would not
be improbeble. tve read the leibers houe from boys at camp.
Itve talked with women who volunteered at the OCD and were
rejected by the agencles to which they were ussigned. &
great asal of re-education of both white and black Las to
be carried on through literature pmovies, radio, etc.,
pefore we can hope Tu diginish tﬂair gup of bitterness.

The steps already takel Ly the Fair Dmployment
pructises Commission are helying somewhat. If men work
side by side, without interfervences that will foster
antagonism, much misunderstending may be gliginated. In
the all-tou-rare mixed Red Cross classes, witu colored
yhysiclens &s instructors, one seesthls haypen: the first
uneasy self-consclousness the half-frieudly challenge, the
uutual respect., But I beiiavu that it will take &ll of &
nationwide publiclty campalgn, a5 an essential function of
netional defense, to convince the wnites that they must
welcome the cooperation of HNegroes if we are to have unity,
to convince the Negroes tnat their coaperatian,will not be

rabuffed.

Thus the ground will be laid for further progress
in giving one-tenth of our people their full rights. You
and I realize, and nust do everything we can to make others
realize, that our war abroad for democracy's survival
will au%fer inmeasurably unless we edvance democracy at
home .

sincerely yours,
ﬂ"f gﬂ. r/lﬁ

H;tya lpert

Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosavelt
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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Executive Director Asgociste Directors C

YOUNG MEN’S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
99 Mapsow AveNuE »  MUseay Hoo 39425 o New Yore, N, Y, q‘\’_
e

Board of Directors: Wartan N. THaves, 380, Presidens; Mas, Liowss C. Prazma, Ju, 2
Chairman; Anuan B, Ancnoors, Tressurer; Davin O, Amie; Mus, Liroas ALETaNDER; e
Rev, Jouw P. Borawn; MassHats MacDurre, Ju: Justiee Wise Povss: /1
James Wastsrstrin; HeEnsear D Wiirsass, FPuD, ey

Frane W. BaLLurri—Trade Union
Ronerr B Hawwus—WVecational Placement
Mey 15th, 154¥ss0wn G. Oearnze—Negro Affairs

My dear Mra. Hoosevalt:

Katyae Alpert did not get the Cuspenhelm Awerd. I don't loow whether
you noticed or not, tut those who dld were Uiase Garson HeCullocks,
suthor of "Tha Heart Ie a Lonely Hunter"; Miss Euwdors Welty, sathor
of "A Curtain of Green"; snd lre. Doroily baker, acthor of "Young Man
With a Horn". In short, they chose writeras who hed slresdy written
nomidler end successful books. et that I em pgainst thia lat 1 do
feel that writers with potentialitles shoulé decidedly Le given a
firat consideration.

I naver did write much plout Fatyas, vwrefering to let her steand on her

own work but now she is in m very difficult nositison, nelnly bacsuse she
wante, more then snything else, to finish her bock, tut does not heve the
finances to do so. On top of this she is extremely nearsighted sand her
chances to get a job are conslderably more difficult then it iz lar other
women. That she writes well I hpve no doubtt, snd her perticulsr interest
in Yegro effalre hes prows to knowing their rolleme first Lend end 1
woniered whether, in this light, there might Le some writing job which
could tle up, vith her desp interest, with Megrces In Delence, which we
all know i a meet serious probtlem.

While we were gll walting for the news on the awsrde I wuz alle to have &
friend contritute s hundred dollars e month, for swnroxiortely six monthe,
btut this is now at an end and Katym herself does not went to continue that
way. I reel her book could be compared with Richard Wrizht's "Wative San
and after all, if it had not teen for the Writer's Project, Wrisht never
would hisave had the opportunity, and so it ig with Fetye. I know you would
be delighted with her for she is A most Interesting youns l:dy, with an
elfinlike quality sbout her: end with #1l her stimgcles she slwars soemas to
be encouraged and hopeful end fesclnoted with her worlt, It wes only recent-
ly that my secretsry nointed out te me that she.wea not esting snd I have a
deep senae of rosnonslbility for neople with extreme telents who cannot Le
thrown in with the mobe but need considerstion and armertunity equal ts thelir
abilities, and I do hope something cen be done for her,

Mrs. Elesnor Ronsevelt Mont sincerely,
29 Washington Square, ¥, l.f"-.rz._
gnn‘{nrk City Yiola Ilma

ADVISORY BOARD

a&g‘ % . Pidd, Jr.
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Y OFFICE OF GIVILIAN DEFENSE ] \
.,11 Washipggton, D, O. /
April 30,1942

{as Viols Ilms, Exegutive Director
=m‘lu'- Yoecational Foundation, Ins.
96 Madison Avenus
Hew York, New York

Dapr Miss Ilmal

Am gur new organization in Clvilian Mobilizatlon takes shape,
ws are making disposition of plans previously subteitted for
aur considsration.

In my opinion, your tentative program on "Juvenile Delinquency
and Tralning Behool Programs in Belationship to Clivilian Defenss
and War Productlon” is commendable, If you have aarried through
on this further in the past coupls of months, I sheuld be glad
to learn of your progress.

1 4o not fesl COD iw in a position o publlsh your statement for
dlstributien to tralning schocls, This might well be done by
some national organization im the field of juvenlle delinquency.
Howsver, it i possible that we may want to run a brief article
in the OCD Lat polnting out ways in whicgh local dsfense
coumells poopernts with training schoole.

If plans materialise for dlstributing your statement, we shall be
glad to go over it carefully making any suggestlons we may have.

I regret the necessary dslay in following up on this matter with

you, tat T am wure you understand the diffioulties lnvolved in o

recrganization,

. Slnceraly yours,

(aigned) Jonathsn Daniles, Assistant Director
In Chargs of Civiliamn _ﬂiﬂllilllm




Executive Directar
Viovs losia

YounG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC. S‘(
of Mapson Avenue o MUsay Hoo 3-9427 o New Yoae, N Y. 9#4
5

#
Beasd of Directors: Wasten M. Traves, 3ao, Presdest; Mas. Lioxew C, Peaena, Ju.,
Chairman; Anuan B Ancusoin, Treamser; Davio G Apm; Mas Lici Atezanpes;
ey, Jons P, Borawn; Manssare MacDurrs, Ju; Jusmiee Wise Pousa;
James Wartsnrrms: Hessenr D, Wiitiaus, PrD.

Aviociate Dirgcreni
Prave W. BarLurm—Trade Umion
! § Roseay B, Hawsus—Vocstdenal Placement
3 d Hamown G, Oenrnes—Megro Affein

pt [ Uny 13th, 1942

My denr Mra., Roosevelt:
Here is the card on the Chars Shop.

Caroline Wagner is really a wonderful
person. The other day I was in the shop and she convinced a
custoper that she should not tuy a blg riog because 1t would
oot sult her personality.

1 always love people like Caroline
Wagner, though I do not reslly lmow her, btecsuse her individual-
ity, tmlent and artistic love of Jewelry has & special delight -
the mort of parson I am sure O'Henry would have written about.

The shop 1s on the southwaat side of
Sixth Avenus, on Weat 4th Street, between & book shop asd a
bakery. 1 do hope you will have the cpportunity to drop ia to
her shop for 1 kmow she would be delighted, to put it mildly..

Hu% |1nutn1y3 !
Viela Ilma

Mrs. Elsanor Roossvelt

20 Waghington Square, W.

Hew York City

vifmi

ADVISORY BOARD

B ML m . Piel, Jr.



May 14, 1942

Dear Miss Jlaa:
Urs. Hocsewelt aske wa to sand you
¥
this lettar h#ﬁl. ¥aris de Landa=Torok,
i

178 Fast BOth Strest, NewTork City.

Can you give Mre. de Lands-Torok
the name of a boy to whom she might write
and send gifter

Vary sincerely yours,

Seare to
e, Bocsavels

“'*”'w“'l_",.‘“ v
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May 13th, 1942
My dear Mr. Danislei
Thank you far your letter of April 20th,

I was very plessed to hesr that you felt thet gur tentastive pro-
grum pa "Juvenils Deliaguency and Trainlag School Prograos im
Relatlonuhip to Clviliaen ODefense wnd War Mroduction” was comnsnd-
able.

The purposs of submitting the Weso was with the hops that ths Youth
Mwvislon of the Office of Civilian Defense could carry further the
idea of developlng m progras for young people io fustitutions ms an
opportunity for thes to play eo sctive nust in the defenss astivi-
tles, The deso was merely to get things started, and rather than
hzve a progres designated ws an mctlivity for a private agency or
group of sgencles, it wos crested ms & posnibllity of mctivity whigh
the Touth Divisicn of the Offlee of Clvillan Defense could carry out
in the intersst of the youlh morales in trsinlag schools througheut
the United States. Therelfore I sincerely hope that this nrogram will
stil]l be takes up and rurther prograssiag devaloped. -

I am gertels that the group who worked on the Wemo, as well as others
is the flald of juwvenlle delinquency will te more than resdy to oo=
operate with you at & time when you are ready to go into action.

Yory slocerely youras,

Viela Ilma
Mr. Jonathan Dmnisls, Assistant Director
In Charge of Civilian Bebilization
Offics of Civilian Defense
Washington, D. C.

vifui
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May 13th, 1942
iy dear Mr. Danislsi
Thank you for your letter of Aprll 20th.

I was very plessnd to hesr that you falt thet our tentstlwe pro-
&rem on "Juwvanile Dellnyusncy wnd Training School I'vograsas in
Relstionabip to Civilisn "sfenge and ¥ar Production” was sconend=
abla.

The purpose of submitting the Wemo wos with the hope thet the Youth
DMviasloa of the OUfice of Cilvillan Dafenss nould carry further the
ides of developlog s progras for young peopla io institutions ss an
spportunity for thes to play &0 active part in the defenss sctivi-
ties. The dero was merely to get thinge started, and rather than
have & progras deslgonated as an astivity for a privete agenoy or
froup af agenciea, 1% =as erarted es a possiviliny of metlvity which
the Touth Divisten ef the Offiece of Civiliss Defeass could carry out
in the Interost of the youth earale In tralnlng schools throughouk
the United States. Therofors I aincerely hope that this prograe will
| #till be teken up snd further progresaiop developed.

' 1 an cortaln that the group who worked an the Yemo, as »ell as others
| in the flsld of juwvenlle delinguency will te more thun resdy to oo—
ogperate with you at & iisa when you are resdy to go Into metica.

Yery slooeresly youra, s

Viola Ilma
¥r, Jonathan Denlsls, Assistant TMrector
In Charge of Civillian Bebllization
Cffies of Civilian Defense
¥ashington, D, C,

vifui |
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OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENWSE
Washiggton, D. C. i

-"I April 30,1942 ]

I % '
\ utne Viel Ilma, Executive Dirsctor “&JA

¥Young Men's Vocational Foundatien, Ine.
95 Madlson Avenus
Mew York, New York

Dapr Wiss Ilma:

As our new organization ia Civilian Mobilization takes shapa,
we aro making dispceition of plans previcusly submitted for
our consideration.

In my opinion, your tentative progras on "Juyenile Delinguency
and Training Schosl Programe in Relationship to Civilimn Defense
and War Production® ls cosmendable. If you have sarried through
on this further in the past couple of menths, I should be glad
to learn of your progress.

1 do not fesl OCD is in a position to publish your statement for
distritution to training schools. This might well be done by
some national orgenization in the field of Juvenile delinguency.
However, it is possible that we may want to run & trief article
in the OCD Mews Letter polnting out ways im which 1local defenes
pouncils should cooperats with training echoola.

If plans materislize for distributing your atatement, wo shall be
glad to go ever it carefully sakiag any puggeationn we may have.
1 regrat the necessary delay in follawing up on this matter with
you, but- 1 am sure you understand the diffienltien involved in a

reorgaaization.

Sinceraly yours,

{signed) Jenathan Daniles, Asslstant Director
; In Charge of Clvilian Mebilization




Hl#' ul IMI

My dear Miss Ilma:

kirs, Hoosevelt has asked me
to thank you for sending her the card
on the Churm Shop, and tell you she
will be glad Lo keep Miss haugner in mind,

Very sincerely yours,

Searstary to
kre. Rooaevelil,

)‘u.,g Vicla I:I.-l
oung ] PFoundation, Ina,

95 Uadison Avenus
New York, New York, .

VD5







June 5, 12

Dear Wiss 1ima; |
| The results of the tea are find. I
I am #o glad about the contributicns snd
that you have found a friend in Mrs. Reitler.
Sincerely yours,

Miss Vicla Tlma 0
95 Madison Avenue, NYC
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J e YoUNG MEN’S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
of Mapson AvEnve & MUsmay Hir 3-743%F & New Yore, N Y.
ﬁ

Beard of Direciorn: WartTes W, Trwaven, 3an, Presidems; Mus, Doser O Peezaa, o,
Chairman: Ansax B, Ancwsoin, Treassrer; Davio ©. Amin; Mas. Lidiias ALEXaNBER:
Bev, Jouw P. Borawn; Mamsmais MacDurrme, Je; Jusmse Wise Pouss,
Jasims Warrensten; Heanzar D, Wisisams, PuD.

' Execurive Directar Audoviate Directoni
Wioes T Frawe W. Barturri—Trade Uniem
Rozenr BL Hasnusm—Vecstionsl Plaoemms
Harowp G, Oexrwea—Negre Affais

June 3rd, 1942

My dear Mra. Hoosevelt:

Your point of view that the Y.M.V.F.
malnly needs new friends was well made.

The results of the tea are that a commlittes
of fiva who pledged thelr names at your home last Monday, consieting
of ¥r. Alan Corelli, Mathims Correa, Miss Eloise Davison, Mre. Alice
Baitler mad Vietor Roudin, will meet at the Y.M.V.F. offlces this
coming Monday, June &th to discuss definite plans. I will keep you
in touch with the developmente.

Most eincerely, '
m ‘&;"""“— ”IPJ

Viola [lma )
. U ; o

Mrs. Eleanor Roocsevelt
The White House } u
Washington, D. C.

vifmi o &l

P.5. Mrs. Heltler and Mr. Wallersteln each contributed a thousand I’
dollars eo the téa saved us once again. One of the nicest thlnge

about the unpleasant job of ralsing funds is that cccasalonally one
meets not only a wealthy person but a perscn with warsth and character
and the now star in our horizon is Mre. Heitler whe has been in America
for three years. 1 met her through Mr. Kux, cne of our Advisory Board
menbers.

ADVISORY BOARD

8
Alice ¥, PhD.
J-E‘L e s Y
Béman

Krom
Lindley . PhD,

Well




YoUuNG MEN’S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
9F Mapisow AVENUE o  MUmsay Hioo 35425 o« New Yorg, N, Y.

Board of Directors: Wartes M. Tuaves, 3up, President; Mas. Lioner C. Peaena, Ja.,
Chairman; Arman B ArcHsolp, Treasurer; Davip C. Apis; Mns, Lituaw ALpxaspes:
Kev, Joun P. Borawp; Mansuwary MacDurre, Ja; Justive Wise Poues;
James Warrerstemn; Hensexr D, Wittiams, Pr.D.

I' Executive Divector Associate Directors
Viora Tima Frane W, BaLrurri—Trade Union
Romnert R. Hansusm—Vocational Placement
Lﬂ Harown G. OewrsEs—DMNegro Affair
I\
L June 3rd, 1942

My dear Mies Thompeson:

S0 many times I have wanted to express my
appreciation for the many detailed favors you do to help the work
of the Young Men's Vocational Foundation, end once agein I want
to thank you for your kindness towarde meking the tea a success,

¥ith much appreciation.

Most eincerely,
Vielan Ilma
Mise Malvina Thompeon |
Secretary to Mrs. Rocsevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

vifmi
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June 8, lo42

Dear Ulss Ilma;

lirs. Hoosevelt asks me to send you

\ tha |H1rﬂ letter she has received [rom

< _Mrs Cecll Peterson. This is his response

~ "o Nrs. Roossvelt's letter which you supg=
Eosted she write to him.

Very sinosrely yours,

Beoretary to
Mra. Roosevelt

Miss Viola Ilma
6 Madison Avenus |
Hew York, New York HY |




June 11, 1942 Ne : f'\\
Dear Uiss Tlma;

Sincerely yours,

Seoretary to
¥re, Roossvelt

MHiss Vicla |lma
95 Yadison Avenue
Mew York, New York
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YouNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
95 Mapsox AveENuE e MUsnay Hio 3-5425 o New Yoax, N, Y.

Board of Directers: Wattes N. THaven, 3np, Presidens; Mus, Lioner C. Pensma, Ju,
Chairman; Ansan B AncHBorp, Treamsrver; Davip ©. Apme; Mes, Lintian ALEXANDER;
Rew, Jouw P. Borawp; Mamswarl MacDurere, Jo; Justive Wise Povme;
Janies Warrensremd; Hessenr D) Wiettaws, PuD.

] Bxecutive DHrector Aasociate Divectors
Viors Toeia Frawe W, BarLurri—Trade Union
Roserr R. Hamwusm—\Vocational Placememt
Hanown G, OentHen—Negre Affzin

June 9th, 1942

My dear Mra. Roosevelt!

The new Finance Committee met at our office yee-
terday. Like a swift meteor Alan Corelli led the rest.

It was agroed upon that they were qulite certaln
they could ralse twenty-five thousand dollare immediately if we
ecould have another tea or lunch at your home in the city to whom
they would invite & dozen people they have in mind.

The interest and enthusiasm and determination to
raise the funds for the Y. M. V. P, was high snd Mr. Corelli had
all the confidence that this could be accomplished. They expressed
that they would need at least two weeks to round up the dozen people,
go that any date between June 23rd and the first week of July would
be all right.

(Y
It still seems like & dream to me but the vigor and A

e
certainty that Mr. Corelll hns makes me confident and I think we were 'L\I
very lucky toe find him. v

Appreciating hearing from you ms to whether or not ﬂ&t
could possibly arrange a date, I am, -

Most sincerely yours, pj\‘ I :
U l.,q;ﬂ [ /()E‘ : ,.J W . :
Viola Ilma i : 1%
J &
Mrs. Eleancr Roomevelt ) QL"T-' an ]
The White House \ j“M

Washington, D. C.
. FP.5. This morning a check came from Beaumont, Texas,
. - vifmi and & letter from Californis in the lnterest of atarting a

branch, as & result of the notlce in your column.

| E__‘Ei o

ADVISORY BOARD
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June 17th, 1642
My dear Mr. Fleld)

Gn May 8th, 1041 you made i1t poseitle for us to increase our staff to
scosat inoreassd activities in the placing of Negro boys in jobe upon
thelir relsass from training schools and reform schools. At that time
Mr. Harold Osrther, formerly with Children's Ald Scclety, Jolned our
staff and snclosed is & dstalled report.

From Hovenbar 1, 1940 to "Ir 31. 1841 the YoMV, F: made a total of IO
placements, of which 81 were Negro boys. Mr. Osrther Jolned our staff
June 1, 1841 and our placement record from June 1, 1941 to May 31, 1942
is a total of 787 placesents with m Negro placement of 334 boys. This
means that total placsmsnts for Negro btoys, befors Mr. Osrther, ammmnted
to 26 peroent of our sntire intake and sinoe Mr. Osrther cur intake of
Megro boys has besn 43 percent and I might add, ever increasing.

The average wage for our Negro toys 1s mow spproximately $14.0k and we
also snclose & break down of the type Jobs thay have had.

¥s have alsc started a Girl's Division oo a shos atring, salnly in-
ersasing the motivities end responsitilitics of one of ocur worsers in the
hope that we will obtaln more funds to develop it. There is no agenay
for placemsnt of young girls, Negro and white, upon tholr relesse from
reform schools and we are now working with Fudson State Tralnimg School,
the Houss of Detention and Dedford Heformatory. Ninety peroent of our
intake of girls has basn Negro. We have started this Oirl's Division be-
cause ths reform schools are becoming ovarcrowdsd for not only oan the
police pick them up but the silitary police as well and we thought this
an opportuns time to train snd direct young girls out of reform schools
into jJoba.

¥s think this year our placement record will cover o thousand boys snd
girls. %o doubt you have resd in Mra. Roosevelt's column her canstant
like all private agencles we are suffering finunaially and if 1t were not
for Mrs, Roossvelt we would have hed to close, tut through her kindness




Mr. Marshall Fleld June 17th, 1942

she gave us two teas whereln we ware able %o ralse some funds and we
hope we will oarry through. It certainly seems fantastic to be anxlous
to expand into a (irl's Division when we are on the brink of mot being
able to carry on sven cur Boys' work, but the youngsters nesd the
directicn, the problem exists and therefore we must carry on. Wa would
1iks vary mush to add to our ataff a Negro exscutive. We have one in
pind who is now a wice president of a QIO unieon and was formerly a oase
worker at Warwiok State Training School tut 1t would cost us an added
five thousand dollars.

Tou will be plesssd to hear that at least this ysar I have been able to
ralss mors money than any other year but we always seez to ba thres jusps
shsad of the sheriff. Liks any agency that is young, effective and pro-
gressive, we do not have a oapital which we are afrald to tough but rather
wa touoh sverything we have. We also wers sccepted in the Oreater New
York Fund for next year, and {ncidentally, the incresse of our placements
through the Trade Unleons has been most sngouraging and thls was scoom—
plished dus to the faot that through Mr, Frasier McOann we wers able to
put on another staff pember, Mr., Frank Balluffl, alwo formerly with
Children's Aid, making our staff sight in number. We, however, sound
1ike a staff of 108, If we only had, instead of a tudget of $25,000,

one of $50,000 a year we really aould do a tremendous snd remariable
plege of work, not only in New York tut w would 1like to open braaches

in Ohicago and Los Aangeles. Tou will be interested to hear that we have
had several inquiries from waricus welfare agencles in Chicsgo in the
{ntarast of developing a branch thare and slthough we do not dare take
the step at the moment, if thers ocan te snough support from Chicago we
will at least give the leadershlp if they will raime the funds.

There have besn a few developments on our Board of Directors. Mrs.
1411lan Alexander, a brillisnt Negro woman has Joined it, as well as
Julius Hoohman of the I.L.G.W.U., and Betty Hawley of the American
Tederation of Laber. Bo, along with Dr. Willimss and Commissioner Adie
and Justins Poliser you can well més that we have a live, vigorous board,
net rloh, alas, tut terribly clever.

1 do hops you will te as pleased with the enclosed report as we are. We
find our Negro referrals increasing gonstantly and during the past several
ponths it has seemed that we not only have had more Negro boys than white
boys but we have spemt congidersble tims breaking down thelr pre judices

{in the war sltuatioen.

¥s have alsc formed a Touth Morale Carps Campaign where we have intarested
friends of the Y.M.V.F. sending packages and letters to our boys ia the
armed forcss for they in the armed forces have just as few scolal contacts
from the putslde world as they had when they were relsassd and meny of our
friends have responded with great interest snd enthusiasm fer this par-
ticular project.




Mr. Marshall Fleld June 17th, 1842

We are proud of our agcomplishments and perscnally you eust know that
you ars one of the few rare people with a high soclal consclouscess
that makes our work snoouraging, for you are at leosst one lmportant
contributor to whom we do not have to shed teara and blood to impress

} you of the importangs of our work. ¥or thls we sre more than grateful.

¥ith appreclation for all you have made possible, I am,
Most sincerely,
Viola Ilma

Mr. Marshall Tield
260 Park Avenus
Hew York City

vifml

ong.

P.8. | Congratulstions on ths lesdership P.M. has taken in the natlon's
press. It is by far the most lmportant antl-fascist newspaper in New
York - the tresmendous sscomplishment on the Coughlin stery, the tremen-
dous push for Negro advanosmsnt, and the entire defense of Erldges. In
short, there must be thousands of people who recognlze its importance.

This is by far the greatest contribution any single individusl ocan make
in making & newspaper the volcs of the people in thias great Fesople's War.




BEPQRT OM WEGRQ PLACTMANTS

Beginning Hovember, 1940, a breakdown of the Yhite and Negro plage-
mants was regordsd for the firsl time.

On June 1, 1941, & naw mecber was added to the staff whose dutiss
wers to work more specifisally im the plocement of Hegro boys. Therefors, a
conparison betwesn the 7-month period from Howember 1, 1udd %o May 31, 1841
end the one-ysar pericd from June 1, 1841 to lay 31, 1942, will show the pro=
gress mads in placing Negro youlh.

PLAQRUENTS 1 FERIOD FROU ' PERIOD FROU
S VHILS ST EVE S S— ) VLS T VL - IS

" t TOTAL ¢ NEGRO r TOTAL 1 NEGRO 1
3 T 1
!Ho. of Regular Plagements 1 ﬁ T a3z T 686 1 ﬁ b
'Nos of Temporary Plaomsents i 83 1 30 1 T a7 1
lano i 20 9 1 21 21 i
InTA i 13 10 ! 2 B 1
‘Arey & Navy e AL
s TORAL @ ' n e A a4 !
. 1 ] i
I
i of Total Flace. for Negroes 201 . aat :
i 1 '
:l.m No. Wage- All Boys | 7 t $14.78 I
i ' 1
:l."n.p Uo. Wage- Negro Baym 1] ' $14.01 1
| S .. 1 1
nm-mr WAGRS - ALL BOTS
June, 1941 $14.03 Dao., 1941 13
July, 12,35 Jan., 1942 ey
e, i = e
M-| u .78 lr:: " 1’:“
Nov., L l4.80 wt " 18.89




'GENEMAL ANALYSIS OF PLACLMENTS
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YOUNG MEN’S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC. é/
95 Mapison AVENUE  «  MUsmay Hite 35435 o New Yorxk, M, Y. '1"‘/}’
R 2
Board of Directors: Warter N. Tuaven, 3np, President: Mas. Lioner C Perena, Ju,
Chairman; Aruan B AncHsoin, Treaurer; Davin O Apte; Mes. LILLAN ALIEANDER:

Hev, Jonw P, Borawp; Mansnare MacDuree, Jo: JusTing Wise Poves;
Jasns WaLLEmsTmn; Hemserr D, Wittiaus, PuD,

Executive [hrector Aussociate Directors

Viora Toms Frawe W. Barrurri—Trade Undon
Rozenr B, Hawwusm—Vocational Placement
Hanoio G, OprHEn—MNegro Affairs

June 19th, 1942
My dear Mre. Hoosevelt: /&O

This 18 the 1iet which Alan Corelll sent in for the Busfat
Iunch on Monday, June 29th.

NaBrandt, Mr. Harry, 115 Central Park, West, City
Eronner, Mr. Leonard J., 310 W. 72nd Street, "
““Cashel, Mr. Michael J., ZEE W. 14tk Street, »
“=Corelli, Mr. Alan, 135 ¥. E6th Street, "
“=Dorson, Mr. James, 265 W. ldth Street, "
_~lacey, Ur. Martin, 364 W. Z4th Strest, "
ufrano, Mr. Louls, 41 Union Square, "
“~0'Leary, Mr. Thomas, 265 W. l4th Street, L
“S0'Bourke, Mr, John, 2865 W. 14th Street, u
~=flyan, Mr. Joseph P., 433 W. 2lat Street, "
""“‘E'h.llll!clc. Judge Ben, Prea. Young Men's
Fhilanthrople Lesgue, Hotel Westover,
283 W. 72nd Street, . "
\"'\hllivln, Mr. Robert J., 255 W. 34th Street, "
™~ Walker, Mr. James J., 450-Tth Avenue, i

Mr. Corelll feels positive that $25,000 will be reised as
a result of the luncheon. We will be thrilled.

Sincerely,

Verba

ey /
¥ra. Eleanor Hoocsevelt o

The White House
Fnlhingtﬂn. D. Cs

vifmi

P.8, If possible I would like to have Dr. Willisms there for he tells our

ADVISORY BOARD
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Write each including Dr. Williams: "—%‘fi_____

I am having an informsl buffet lunch at my apartment,
29 Washinrton Square West, on ¥onday, June £9th, at one
o'clock in the internete of the work done by the Young

Men's Vocatlonal Foundation, Inc.

I am told that you are interested in this work

end I shall be very heppy Af you find wvou ean loin us at

thle luncheon meeting.

B.I's
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9F Mapison AveEnue e MUnmay Hie 3-5425 o New Yore, N, Y.

p/ly YOUNG MEN’S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
1
(

Board of Directors: Watten N. Tuaven, 3uo, Preddent; Mas, Lionoe C. Perena, I,
Chairman; Anuar B, AncHsoin, Tressurer; Davio C. Amis; Mas. LiLuaw ALpxaspes:
Rey, Jouw P. Borawp; Mazsmare MacDurrie, Jo; Justise Wisz Pouna;
James Warrerstrin; Hemsegr D, WiLtiaus, I:q.n.

L

Executive Director 4 [» s Associate Directors
June 25th, 1942 J

e TR T
AT s

My dear Mrs. FRoogevelt: \g J

Hecently I heard of a woman, Mra. Townsend,
who has developed a Farm For Freedom project. I have volunteered
two weeks of my vacation, the first two weeks in August, to pick
berries.

; Frane W, BaLLurri—Trade Union
.“l‘ Rosert R, Hammusm—Vocatonal Placement
"{‘ ¥ Hanowo G. OpRTHER—Negro Affairs

Mrs. Townsend expressed to me that she would
be quite thrilled if some time durlng the summer you would sneak to
whatever group happened to be up there. The place is some where
near Poughkeepale.

Those golng up are mostly college grodustes
and career young men and women, I take 1t, more or less my type, who
feel thet even though they work all year they nevertheless must out
some of thelr effort to the direct contact of war needs.

Mre. Townsend expreseed that a Mra. Huntingten
and a Mre. Warburg who you knew, are connected with the group and
that they are up at Clermont, New York.

/
Although I heve never met Mra. Townsend 1 twl U.Lq

her project very worthwhile and I thought you might bte interested.

g

Most elncerely,

C.)

Viola Ilma
Mra. Eleanor Roomevelt :
The White House .
Washington, D. C. ) L(
vifml w/vhr‘{

ADVISORY BOARD




| YOUNG MEN’S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
95 Mabisow AVENUE e MUmmay Hut 35425 o  New York, N. Y.

Bogrd of Directers: Wartna M. THares, 3ao, Presidene; Mns. Lioner C. Prugpa, Ju.,
Chalrman; Anuan E, ARcHBOLD, Treamrer; Davip O, Apte; Mus, Lituaw Avsxanpen:
Rev. Joun P. Borawp; Mansiary MacDurr, Ja.; Justive Wise Povea:

James Wariersrere; Humsenr D, Wictiaws, Pu.D,

Associate Directors

Frame W. Barourri—Trade Unjon
_/V Roszar B, HaMNUM—Vocstional Placement
Hanowo G. Orrrrza—DMNegro Affairs

June 15th, 1942

}\ & My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
1 Many thanks for your note of June 11th.
I have informed Mr. Corelli and Mr. Roudin
that we can invite twelve people and ghall send you the liast as

80on as they forward it to me.

Most sincerely,
Vertn Hznn

Vicla Ilma
: 7
Mrs. Bleanor Hoosevelt - G £
The White House --'t}(l-/(/'
Washington, D. C. LM ¥

vi/mi

ADVISORY BOARD




Younc MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
of Manpsow Avesur o« MUpsay Hooo 3-7427 «  NeEw Yore, N Y.

Board of Directors: Wartew N. THaves, Jun, Preddens; Muis, Liosee O Peezas, Ju,
Chatrman; Anuan B Arcusown, Treaurer;, Davo O Acee; Mes. Littiaw ALERasnEs;
Rev. Jonw P. Bovaso; Manssarr MacDurris, Jo; Justois Wes Poues;

Jamzs Wariensrein; Heaseer D, Winsus, FuD,

Executive Dhrectar Aspsciate Direciors

Viora Toma

Frang W. Barturri—Trade Undom
Bonear B, Hawsus—Vocsnional Placesens
Hanown G. Osnrren—Megro Afjain

June 12th, 1542

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Cne of the most gratifying activities of the T.M.V.F. during the past year
hes been the successful cooperation we have had with the trade unlons, Te
date some 90 odd locals, both A.F.L. and C.I.0. Love been alding us in the
placement of both boys and glrls. Two of our stafi members spend the ma~
Jority of thelr time contacting trade unions.

Ferscoally I feel that not only must we reach for thelr ald but as well be
of use to them until we reach the ultimate goal where there wlll te no
differentiation between trade union work and eoclel work bat rather a large
ehjective of service to the community in the sense of glving people economic
stability and soocial stabllity.

1 4o oot think I have mentioned to you that I have bacome s member of the
AFL-CI0 Joint Women's Defense Council. This lLias teen a most delightful work
opportunity and I kave never met such interesting young women who, after work-
ing hard all day, devote thelir evenings to the problema of heslth, recrestion
ard welfare in thelr unions. The young women are working particulerly hard

to round out trede union activities. One of the dynesmsic young ladles 1s Miaa
Evelyn Adler, National Director of War Activitles of the United Office and
Frofeasionnl Workers of Ameries. She sent the enclosed letter vhich ls self
explanatory.

I feel very strongly that the white collsar workers must snd can be made to
recognize the role they can play in the winning of the war and must leave
thelr ivory towers and participate in the defeat of fesclsm for the saving
of democracy.

Incidentally, would you, in & rather infor=al menner, like to meet the young %,5
wonen of the AFL-CIO Defense Council? I think Informal meetings of groups of
this typs are much more significast than large dinners and apeeches. I am

cortaln that you would be most impressed by this important young group who o .'[
are doing an important and valuable job. £ n Wt
Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt Most sincerely, W

The White House [
¥ashington, D.C. ﬂqll.qu
"l‘h.'hl:l-

ADVISORY BOARD
5 M
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UNITED OFFICE AND PHOFESSIONAL WORKEHS OF AMERICA
B West 40th Street, New York City

CoOPY

Miss Viela Ilma

Young Men'a Vocatlonal Foundation
95 Madlson Avenus

Hew York Clity

Dear Viola:

As you kmew, the single objective of the Unlon today is to contribute in every
way possible to winning the war. The Job of mebilizing our own members nationslly
for support of every phase of the war progren ls well defined snd the reaponse has
been most gratifying. However, our resnonsivility extends far beyond the 35,000
membeérs we represent.

There are some twelve million white-collar workers in this country, the vast
majority of whom are unorgenized, working in non-defense industries and, as a
regult of beth of these factors, are facing serlous protlems growlng cut of the
establishment of A war econcmy. It is inevitable that these people do not see
thelr role in the war effort as clearly as workers in the factories who are pro-
ducing essential instruments of war.

It eeems to me that we have a double Job to do. First, through every possible
medium we have to reach these white-collar workers and make them underetend that

no matter what thelr job, they have a contribution to meke to winning the war -

on the job and in the community. Secondly, we have to work with Gevernment agencles
in mecting special economic and social problems of the workers in this group. With
regard to the latter, we are already in touch with the War Man=Power Commission, the
Far Production Board, particularly the Services Ersnch, ete.

I am writing you to ask you for help and sugrestions with réegard to the first
point. Hecently, I saw Mr. Lowell Mellett, Co-ordinmtor of the government's film

/ program about the possibility of doing a film on the role of white-eollar workers
in the war., The Greater New York Industrisl Unlen Council of the CIO is, at our
suggeation, devoting'a couple in its serles of progreme on the rrdls to white-
collar workers. You will be interested in hearing the first - thig Friday,
June 12th at 9:30 P.W. on WQXB. There is much more that can be done. It oceurs
to me, for example, that if A person of the stature and influence aof Lrs.
Roosevelt would desl with the question in her newspeper column, it would have

i great effect, since her audience is m tresendous one - certainly among white-
collar and professional people. In additlon, recognition on her part of the

I'|| contribution these people can make to the war would serve to stimulate others
to a simllar recognitien.

| I would be most interested in your commeénta. Perhaps we can discuss the matter
further on Monday night at the buffet supper for the Young Men's Vocational
Foundation.

Sincerely yours,

\ (eigned) Evelyn Adler
" Mational Director

i ¥ ; Wor Activities e e ol
:g:-.l AAJ]LU, /Jﬂwh}\ﬂ\ [ur hiy e d § @ (
no.l6




Fublieclty Departoent,

Toung Men's Vocational Foundntion, Isme,
56 Mndlson Avenus

How York Oity

MUrray Hill 3-B428

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 13, 1942

Mr. Julius Hochman, Vics President of the Internstional Ladies Darsest
Workers Union, Mre, Batty Havley Donnelly, ¥ice Presidsnt of the New Tork Stats
Foderntion of Laber, Dr. Alice V. Eeliker, Assiotant Professor of Blucation at
Haw York University, and Mr. Victor Doyton have accepted membership on the
Board of Directore of the Young Men's Vecstional Feundation, a soclal ngency
for job placement of formar dolinquent youtha, 1t was announced today by Mios
Viels Ilma, Zxecutive Diroecter of the YHVE.

The Young Men's WVocatlional Foundation has grown steadily since its incep-
tion five years ago and is currently placiog youths in Jobe ot the rate of
1000 & yoar. It 1s & mesber of the esployment divielon of the Welfare Couneil
oand & mesber of the Greater New York Purd. Hecently 1t established s girle'
plecesent divielon, after a poriod of experimental placesent work, follewing
consultaticn with sdsinistrators of girls' trainieg schosls mnd women pepclo-
glete. Flacesants are osde directly through espleoyers and in cooperation with
trade unions and cther soclal mgendlios,

The new board members will ba pgiests of homor at an Anforsal dinner for
trade unien leaders and cutotanding workers in ssployment services, soclal work,
delinquoncy, parcle and probation, on Monday ovening, June 15, at the Hotel
Fleocadilly in Hew York Oity.

Among those present will be:

Rev, John P. Boland, of the Naw York State Laber Helaticns Board, Mra.
Harjorie Bell, Assistant Directer of the Hatlonal Probation Asscclation, Mrs.
Holesn Blanchard, Vios President of tho Women's Trads Unlon Leagus, Hr. B. Park
Harmon, Hoglomal Representative of the United Btates Bsployment Service, Miss
B. Mobane Hunt, Executive Seorstary of the Womon's Priscn Asscciation, Mr. Mike
Obarmeler, Fresident of Looal &, Hotel and Olub Bmploynos Unien AFL, Judge
Btephen B. Jackson, Children's Court, Judge Justics Wiss Polier, Domestic Rela-
tions Court, Mr. OQuichard Parris, Director of Negro Affaire, Hational Youth
Maisietration of New York Oity, Mr. Percy Shostec, Directer, Labor Divislen,

Greatar Now York Fucd, ssd Dr. Eerbert D. Willisss, Supsrintendeat of New Tork
State Training School for By,

Frosent THVT board members are; Armar B, Archbold, Dawid O, Adle, Mrs.
Lillimn Alexander, Bev. Joha P, Boland, Marshall MacDuffie, Jr., Mre. Liomel
0. Ferers, Jr., Justice Wise Polier, Walter N, Thayer, 2rd, James Wallerstein,
and Herbert D, Willimms, Ph.D.




July 6, 1942

Dear Uiss Ilma,

lrs. Roosevelt has maked ma to
snoknowledre the recsipt of your letter and
to thank you for letting her know about the
mesting, Bhe is so glad you feel it was
sugosssful.

Very sinoerely yours,

Seoretary to
<rs. Rocsevalt

Miss Viola Ilma

Younp; Men's Voostional Foundation
95 Mudiwon Avenuas

New York, Hew York

VDS (HY




YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC. ...
s ot
9F Mapisow AvENUE  »  MUsmay Hi 39425 o+ New Yore, N. ¥.
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Board of Directors: Warten N, Traven, 1an, President; Mus, Liowsy © Pesna Ju.,
Chairman; Anuan B ARcHB0L, Treamrer; Davio C. Apte; Mus, Lituiaw ALEZANDER:
Bov. Jouw P. Borawo; Mansnare MacDuree, Jo; Justive Wise Poums: RUTY
James Warersten; Hexnenr D, Witnaums, PrD, oL
Executive Director Associate Directors
Viora Iuma ) Frane W. BaLLursi—Trade Uniom
q; L Roperr B Hawnum—Vocational Placement
) Haroro G, Orarmen—Negro Affairs

g{\ June 30th, 1942

The meeting of the high mopuls of the Teamsters and Longshoremens
Unicn was indeed a new experience. ZIvery one, save Jimmy Walker,
was thero. There were three different groups present - the American
Federation of Laber group, including Cashel of the Teamsters, and
Joseph Ryan of the Longshoremen. They recommended thet we present
our problem toc the Central Trades Councll and,with thelr afficial
atamp of approvel, could go shead and the various locsls comtribute
sume according to thelr interest and abllity. Judge Shalleck of the
Young Men's Fhilanthropie League felt that a number of small organ-
izatlons combtined could make s large contribution end pledged him-
self to cooperate to that end. Lastly, Harry Brandt, a most inpress-
ive person, who is in contact with the motion plcture industry, felt
the need of a good deal more publicity and he expressed his willing-
ness to help in raising money in whatever series of plone would be
adopted. Dr. Willlame and Victor Roudin spoke magnificently on the
Y.M.V.F.

My dear Mra. Roosevelt:

It was the consensus of oplaion that Alasn Corelli chalr tke job of
directing the finance campalgn, mlong with Victar Roudin, for the
succesaful goal of first ralsing $25,000 end then moving i1orward.
Alan Corelll eccented this Job, as did Victor Roudin, snd it was quite
obvious that they were much appreclsted by every one present.

I left the meeting highly encouraged, recognleing fully that new friends
can make the Y.W.V.F. financially stable. Without any doubt your gra-
clousness gives us the rallying point around which we can get the atten-
tion of the pecple who can help us, and I cannot express too deeply ny
appreciation. You will be happy to lmow that this yesr we have nlaced
approximately a thousand boys end the enclosed letter from Dr. Williame
will, I know, give you the aseursnce that the reflection of your influ-
ence apreads into the hearts of the youngaters and thelr families.
I‘ithuit this mldlbu shamefaced because of your generosity.

-

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt M 1
~ The Wnite House gt e
Vie iﬁl
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Very sincerely yours,

Jecra to
Mru., th.zn-h
;ill Vials Tlga




Executive Director
VioLa Towa

YOUNG MEN’S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
9% Mamisow AVENUE | « MUsray Hur 35425 o New Yore, N, Y.
—_—

Board of Directors; Walten N. THaves, 3ap, Presidess; Mrs. Liower C. Pexens, Ju,
Chairman; Anuan B AncHsoin, Treamwrer; Davio C, Apim: Mas, Lotpias ALEXANDER;
Bev. Jonw P. Borawn; Masssars MacDurre, Jo; Justive Wise Poves:

Jasms WarLerstern; Hennper D, Wiitsaus, PuD. 3

Associate Divectors
: Frawe W. Barturr—Trade Union
( ,i' P ¢ Ronent B Hanwusm—Vocational Plecement
L \

Hapoio G, Onern ;
s 8 i G, Ooarnen—Ne cf{t‘f ﬁ-ﬁ
| JuL 2 O,u(”m

July ifth, 1942 '”hd w
F I/.,ul

I plan to come down to Washingten this
corning Wednesday and be there pll Thursday and if neccsarry,
Fridoy,with renewed enthuslesm to interest the Wer Munpower
Commission in the use of youth powver in the institutlons as
well as their use immediately upon thelr relesse from iLhe in-
stitutions.

My desr Mrs. Bocsevelt:

Last week I vwrote to lr, McHutt and I
have all resdy received an mnawer Irop hir to see g v, Williem
Haber,

I alec plan to s2e my old friend,Willien
Lund. At the ssme time, on Thwredsy we wll) linve A semi-board
of directors meeting becsuse Walter Thayer, Darothy Porera and
Karshell MacDuffle are all now located in Weshingten.

I am taiting the four-ten plone on Wedneaday
and would like to have the opnortunity to talk to vou Lefore I see
other people in Washingston.

}

Most sincerely,

Vepfo -

Yiola Ilnma
Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

v'll,r'mi
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Called and he said it was not important |
enough at this time to see Mrs. Aoosevelt and
he would rather defer the appointment.

It







July 25, 1948

Dear Tiola:
T = glad to give you thias
Statemeat ca the value of the Young ken's
Vocational Foundation, for your brochure,
Stacerely yours,

Miss Viola Ilma ;
Young Men's Vocational Foundation
85 Madison Avenue, NYC




July B6, 1942

The Tounz Hen's Voostional Foundationm,
Inc, is doing a very neceas.ry and luportant
w#m-

I have slmays felt 1t was cruffl to cord
those young reople ocut into the world with a
stipmn mod bo help toward m vorwul ‘ife.

The work the Foundation has Jdone and
the resulte they heve obtained are very gratifying
to me and I oaly wish it could be multiplied
many hendreds of time in every olty and town
and village in the country.
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July 21lst, 1942

My dear Mrs. Boocsevelt:

The Finance Coomittee has ashed me to get up & short
brochure belleving that most peovle do not heve the tlne to read
through an Annual EReport.

I am therefore obtaining atatezents as to the value
of the Young Men's Yocational Foundatiecn from & fow oromlnent pesule
who know us.

¥hat we went to emphaslze is that we wigh to exnend to
Los Angeles snd Chicego, thet we wish to develon our Cirl's Diviasion
and Increase our service to Negro youth.

1 am attachlin; stetenents tfrom Counlssioncr Adlo, Leater
Granger, Justine Wise Pollar and Coumlesioner Studebelter icr p sug-
gestion as to the type stotement we would anureclate, with, of course,
your own special way of exnresaing things.

Most slincerely,
Vil Koo §
Viela Ilasa
Urs. Eleanor Roosevelt -
| The White Houee
¥eahington, D. C.

vifui
BMC.

ADVISORY BOARD




"ot in many years have I come Bcross an organization with as much vitality
and direct bearing on individusl life ss the Young llen's Vocational Foundation.
I can testify to the high efficlency of the work which the Foundotien ie dodng
for delinguent boye. I am imprecced by the thoroughness ané ieazinction with
which the work is cerried on snd I believe that the Foundstion has & very real
and vitel contribution to make in the field of rehaobilitetiag Juvenile
delinquents'. i
Comnisstoner Dovid €. saale, Dent. ol
Soclal Welfare, alteny, lew York.

iThig orgsnizaticn, though young, has done thie most outstanding job in Hew

York, so far as I know, to help young voys who heve been in the Wew York 3tate

Treining School to make en adjustment and finé worls when they were merolled or

dlscharged. They have done a particularly fine Jou in vegard to Vegsroes".
Judge Justine Wise Polier, Donecvtic
Belations Court.

Wfhat I have liked especislly, of course, hee been the emphasis that you have
glven te work with Wegro boys and the success you heve had in actuully plocling
trese boys on Jobe. Any agency that seeks to nvlace Hesro youn: meonle laces
plenty of headaches. Cne that seeks to nlece Legroes with n court record faces
o tesk so difficult that most sgencles will not even attempt the jol. Lew York
City owen you a debt of gratitude aot only for the actuel resulis to te found
in yeur placement fisures, but also for the example that you have set in dolng
a job ty simoly tryimg it honestly".

Lester B, Cranger, Executlve Secretary,

Hationel Urtan Lesngue,

WIt geems to me that you sre not only rendering a nervelous service to toys
in HWew York Olty tut you are creating there u cattern for similsr orgenizations
which might very well be orgenlzed in meny other communities of the country".
_ Commiseloner J. W. Studebaker, Federsl
Security Agoney, U. 8. Oftice of Educstion.
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July 27th, 1942 0 O

1 was sorry to have missed you when I was down in Weshington.

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt!:

I have guite a bit of news that I want to tell you personally because
it just takes too much time to write a lot of nforpation In & lotter,
However this particulsar note is tc express thalf Lershall HeeDulfle,
Jr., who 1s on our Board of Directors, and was SrmerTy Wit SUIlIvin
% Cromwell, snd 1s now with the War Economic Board, told ne thet Le ia
planning to leave on August Bth Zor Londen and then to Calro, Eyaypt,
- representing the Board of Economle Warfare and State Depsrtzent at the
Middle Emst Supply Center. He expressed that he would llke very much
to talk with you before he lenves and if you can squecze in some time .l”
1 know that you will enjoy meeting him. ‘;‘1

Mr. MacDuffie is a Yale greduate snd & very talented ond capable young Al

men and it is a happy feellas to know that such men are teing selected | "
’ for leadership to ald in this great war effort. Ie ls in the Commerce .

Building, Boom 3091, end his phone nuwaber is Distriect 2200, E:t.lﬂ?h(.“]sl

Yoping you can see him, 1 am,

Most sincerely, ﬁl ‘\"
ol g

Viola 1lma &

Mre. Eleancr Hoosevelt )
The Wnite House %.1 . Q‘
Iﬂhlﬂ&tnh. Dl- c- \I rl ‘ mb’
1
yifol ;
ADYISORY BOARD
Henrietta Additon Mrs, Constance Childs M. M. Willlam J. ;
Mo Lijlian Alexender i A Cotlion, Je i’uuv.ﬂnﬁn.n. ot Rk
Grace Allen Bangs Hubert T. Deluny Miss Florence M. Kelley William Jourdsn Rapp
L Harry V. Gooderson M. Whitman Knapp M, Pranklin D. Roosevelt
Lester B, Granger mt‘.h Vicor Roudin
Illw Anna M, Krom Mrs, Leopold K. Simon
Paul M. Lacy Kux Robert K. Straus
X Ira A. Hinchmann Mrs, Ermest K. Lindley Joha W, Studehaker, Ph.D.
Miss E, Mebane Hunt Frieda 5. Miller Ordway Tead
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RutH Masorr—Gids Diviiisa
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HRoseat B Hasnuw
Anrust Mh, 154 U()
Y denr linc Jhompson:
Yeur letter of Juwse 20th Lo <=isc Jrt: Lns come
to nmy attentlon erd this ig to irform you that wa egrov wlil Ure.
Raseavelt.
Laps slucerely,
kiul: Ilma ]
V'ias dalvine C. Thompeon
Secratary to Wra. Roomovelt
The white House
¥askingston, D. G
wi fal
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NEe

August 7, 1942 /

yur Yiola:

1 am sorry, but I do not fwel
1 can givekr. Corelli s telsgrun to use

as I do not want Lo be in the positiun ol
urging people to glve sooay.

I cannot give sore than one han-
dred dollars & yokr to the Young Hen's
Vocational Fuundation myself. 1 hawe glven
thut for this ywar and shall send it again
whan it is duw.

I sincerely regret I cannot belp
| 8

Sincuruly yours,

Miss Vicla Ilmu

Young Men's Vocationsl Foundation, Ine.
95 Madison Avenue

Huw York, N. Y.

ds
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Bosrat B, Hamwum

Augnat Dth, 1942
Uy dear lre. Roosovelt!
The following telegran was sent tn elzhty-cight people yesterday:

"Young Men's Yocational Foundetlon forced to ¢lese this month unless
we can count on hundred dellar centributisne froe you ind lerty-nine
other staunch friends while our finznce coomittee prepores ralsing
coming rear's budget. Increcsed Juvenile delinguency due wpr con=
diticne makes our work more necesssry. Urgeatly need your help now',

sufficlent funds to help uwe throush the summer months, na well as
plen for the coming year. I svoke to Hiss Thompson leat weel, ex-
pressling that Alan Corelll felt thet 4f ke had a telepgram from you he M‘P . .Eb-' P
would be able to go out and ralse at lenst five thouasnd dollars to en~ i ¥
able us to nlan the larger wrogrse for the whele yesr. This I would {/L

}

Thie exnresees the actual situation. ! i

I Lied bhigh lopes that the Finance Comnittes could lsmedirtely rnise {.[L\\I. ]“ W
g A
1 | i

i
still anprecicte, -

o {t
¥We have every renson to belleve that with the income from Iriewds we i ,&'
have kad all year, ae well as o few additlonal develonments, then the 4
coming year, {rom Cctober on will not heve the citvrtion with mhich we

are now confronted. For this resson, to be forced to close the Foun- N
detion because we cannot bridge the gan of three months see=g & tragic {-J / [‘
situation, partioulerly since we have more boyn thon ever and It ig not |- Q'.li“
& metter of lotting pert of the staff po becense me cre crovded with - : '*fl.
i

work and either we do our Jjob well or wa dan't do it at all. Et}l'u
ful

It would be a grove disappointrent to see YIVF o and aa vanr U'rients fp °

have expressed, it 1e Imnossible, tut as it stends now it s oot io- oy

nossitle. U /fl i
i

DVISORY ; ﬁ; ‘.hlbl‘i

o e Mgsmemon MEm ..l
e EE eme BRA
% ga  EE- B
8 Mim B, Hunt Frieda 8 Tead
B En v i
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Mre. Eleenor Roosevelt : Augagt Gth, 1942

Governor Lehman sent a hundred dollars yesterday and I do aot know
what the results of the wires will te but perhaps it might just help
ue out of this eritical situation. However so many of them ore away
thet we can Jjust hope.

This is what I wanted to discuss with you.

Frankly I feel very disheartened and confused. Va seem to have so
many prominent and important friends end yet the etruggle to exlet
financially, at this point, is more diftficult than ever before.

I telieve I have exnressed maeny times that the Warwick staff would

be floored to see us go out of exiatence, as well as Commissioner Adle,
Governor Lehman, Justine Polier, and many others snd yet when I turn
to all of them for help it becomes a cycle of non-productiveness,
financially speaking.

My convictions of the lmportence of the work we ere doing are so strong
that.I feel it would not only bte a loss for the btoys rnd pirls whom we
are ghle to serve in the city, btut as well to mony other clties for thoy
have been turning to us for advice and help. Nor can I minimize our
importance in the socliel service rield for many agencies find thet YTHVE
is an example of progressive action and work and we cre, in a sense, the
vanguard in the fleld of Juvenile Delinnuency snd to heve this 1lizht go
out at this time would be a serious loss, in & very lrnrge way, to the
city, the state and finally the country and it is thils otligation that
forces me to lean on you and a fevw other peonle Tor advice ns to what

to do. This is the picture.

Honing to hear from you, I am,

Eost sincerely,

| [ e P

Yiola Ilma

L]

Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washingten, D. C.

vi/mi
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Y -
|
Auab SELN, ladl UU

Hy dear Lirs. Boosevelt:

Yigtor Boudln end Alen Corelli lisve pgathered

the otonle prd I cartelnly sipl. Lo exXnrecs my wincere » Jocclstion

for your velngs with uws on Tharedsy, ancusk 2™, ot 3160 in. at

Heuten's Hes‘surant, & E. E8th Street.
If »ou wish I +i11 o deli_hted tn cell for

apmu

wiercevar you may Le,

AR GVel,

(_)L-u-La-__-
Vicia Ilas /

irs. Eleanor Roogevelt
Thae White liouse
Yeghington, D. G.
: vifmi
ADVISORY BOARD
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Paul M, Lacy Kux Robert K. Straa
Ira A, Hirschmann Mrs. Ernest K. Lindley m,m.m
; ml.m:m Pelde 8. Ml Ontwer Tod
‘Eunice Willlam m r Lester
£t}
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TELEGRAM AR

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

MISS VIOLA ILMA :
YOUNG Mik'S3 VOUATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.

95 MAUISON AVENUE {
] NEW YOAK CITY

MRS ROOSEVELT GLAD TO SEE YOU FOR FIFTETN MIKUTES ON

MOKDAY, AUGUST 17th, ten a.m. nt 29 WATHINGTON EJUARE

WEBT

MALVINA C. THOMPSON
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Jugast 11th, 1242
My desr Mrs. Ronsevelt:

Your letter of Auwrust 7th made me extremely unhenny. The rozson
I wanted to sec you wes that I was quite certein I eonld not tell
my story correctly vie letter.

Surely I do not, at mny time, wicgh to overstep tounds mad 28 A

matter of fect I knew qguite well, or rather felt instinetively rou

would not want to send a wire to Mr. Corclll and I ssked this fevor 31,-
againgt my will only because he felt so convinced that thils would

help our immediate difficult situation.

b

Secondly, I did not for a moment exnect or ask of a contribtutiam J\.

from you for I have always been moved deeply by your moye than 18

generous ald to our work. 4
)

Before I sm forced to meke any drastic moves I would be more th V
grateful fer & chence to talk the situstlon over with you.

Most elncerely,

Ut F
LJ'—-#Q""_ - /

Ticla Ilme C"L = :
) b
¥re. Elognor Roosevelt i
The White House b J( \
Washingteon, D. C. . h 5, !
A AR
vilead Sl L \'l
- \ g
s '\
ADVISORY BOARD
Mrs, Constance Hoyt Childs 5 M. Mrs, William J. Piel, Jr.
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Paul M. Lacy Kux Robert K. Straus
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Miss E. Mebane Hunt Frieda 5. Miller Tead
Willism Lioyd Imes, D.D. Wlﬂnjﬁ M, Lester H. Weil
Stanley M. lsascs Evelyn Murray Keyes Winter
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v,
September 16, 1942 P

v

Dear Viola:

I em oot perfectly sure of where this
Mexican situstion should be refsrred, but I heve
writtea to Mr. Nelson Rockefeller, sncloaing
your letter without names, and I am alsa nand { ag
him one from a Philippino boy which has coma gn
- working eonditicna for tham,

I 4o not think there is mueh use in
golog to the Fabassy, but perhaps by getting
together variocus agencies in Weshington I can
find out who are the peaple Interested snd whe
could start the ball rolling,

I do not think the Young Men's Vooational
Toundation whould get into this becsuse you will
got into trouble for further work with the muthor—
itles, end certeinly there muct be peopls in
¥eabington, whose job it really is. I am glad you
Teel sacoureged about the Finance Committes.

Very sinocerely yours,

MCT/cah

]l Miss Viola Ilma
;:-mttn Diresctor
oung Men's Vooaty
95 Madison Avenus sasl Toundation, Ine,
New York, New York
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September 10th, 1942
My desr Mre. Hoosevelt:

Enclosed 1s & copy of & most confidentlial letter. The writer is the
young ledy I had chosen to direct our Los Angeles branch. I feel that
the contents of this letter indicetes a most serious metter snd en which
we can enter the Los Angeles 1leld as a beginning.

As 1 understand, the implicatlions behind the youn: Mexlcans is simply thet
fasclet money le directing the sabotere of youth morale, wore of which 1
would like to go in to with you personelly.

I have asked Beatrice Griffith to write me more information and further,
thet if necessary have her come to Wew York beceuse this 1s a very serious
metter, for just as the Negroes in Herlem were convinced that the Japanese
winninz the war would help them, so the Mexicon fescists will ceuse serious
digruption on the west coast. .

I would 1like to intersst the Mexican Embassy. Louls Quintenills is a very
perscnel friend of mine and I will have no problem there, T would like to
interest any officlal govemment agencles thet heve responsibllity with
minority groups, some contacts of which I have not made, btut would prefer
to discusa this sltuation with you first.

Co-incidentally, some of the people who have come on our Flnnance Committee
are key individuals in the kotien Picture Industry end without dirficulty
we can get tremendous eupnort from them on the coast, to start & branch of
the YMVF. But I do feel this liexlcan situation comes first and becsuse we
want so much to particlpate directly with the war effort this can te a tre-
mendous end vital contritution. All the pore izportant becouse the youth
cre Mexlcan and our latin-Anerican relations arc extremely importent and
for any neglect now we will pay the price later on.

. Qan Ilﬂ.iiﬂ'l.lll_ this with you either in New York or Washington? The sooner

! ADVISORY BOARD
Miss Henriettn Mr, Constance Hoyt Childs 5 M. &'mhﬂﬂ.k
o= E %‘mu"]" m-;mumiﬁq William Jourdan Rapp
Harry V. Gooderson M. Whitman Knapp Mr. Franklin D, Roosevelr
Eﬁ-l L rooely T NATE .
mw Anns M. Kros Mr. Leopald K, Simoa
Paul M, Lacy Kux Robert K, Straus
Ir A. Hirschmann Mirs, Ernest K. Lindley Joha W, Studebaker, Ph.D,
| a MMI-,M .'uu.j- muzﬂt.m
3 i Stanley M. lsases m-i,.n_, Keyes Winter




Mre, Hoosevelt Sentemter 10th, 1943

the better.

If Ulss Oriffith deems 1t noceceary to cone to Wer York I would like to
bring her with me. I might add that ghe iz en msezing gh1l, ideally whet
we want to gee every Acerican youtkh be like. I & very proud that I was
able to discover her and lank forwsrd to having Ler direat cur Los Anpeles
trench. Incidentslly, she ic £ Iriend or lielen Gehryran's, knowe rost every=-
body :nd hog been evary where =nt ie now anly sltout 28 yetrs old, end to
boot, quite boavtiful.

How I love thie work because it endlesely tringe anre memirlicent neonle to
the fore. -

I might add that I heve been extrenely encouraged dve to the efforts of our
Finance Cormittee under the leadership of Mr. Roudin ond ¥r. Corelli and I
feel we are now noving on o astisnsl Lesle. ¥ou will nleo ie intercsted to
Enow thet they are consldering telting over Maddson Scusre Garden for a Lig
rrlly efter the elections in Hovembter. ilnre of this later, Lowever.

I would anpreciate an apnointment on the speciflc Mexican situption, =nd

reanln, - W

ost (_a‘l nceraly yours,

Yiole Ilna

lrg, Zleannr Hoosevelt
The Thite Houoe
¥eahington, D. C.

vi fmi
enc.




The Younpg Men's Vocational Foundation
A% Yadison Avenue
New York, Merv York

Dear Vi,

I am writing this in haste and hope that 1t gets toa vou in time to rive
some real suggestions on this Mexlean problem ont here. The Eastern
papers and magazines covered a saiot or so an the Uerlean rany trouble
whieh vou mav have seen. I eneclose a few celipnings from the loeal
paners, ,ther have been hot on this the aast month,

Nor here ia the dope, There Lz a real mavement under va- by the
authorities (police and sheriff and Judee Seott) to strong arm these
klds. There have been abuses of civil liberties b the hundreds, third
degree methods of questionia:z, beatlnes, ripped zoot sults, clipped
halr and cut coats by the cops. Ther have beeq vaiting for this for a
long time. I have talked vith a pond meny ol the kids in the various
gangs through havine knouwn frieads s=aone their nssociates. An® I am
convinced that if somethinz 1= not done to break this uwovenent tere is
golng to be a shooting of a cop or so here and orecenltate & race rlot..
the thing i{s underground more et this writing, but the ltids are sore.
They are staying out of aizht, ut just veliting...

Here is why T am writing you. (I lon. ago gave up the idee of hearing
by letter, but hope von are well and brer asg neosl w1t fLfty million
Interestsi. Feelinz as wou vould abost this situation, T went vith
vhat information I had to Guy %unn of the Lar "annover Commission

here, Group Minorities Division. He i3 an enersetic puy vith Ldeas.

[ Introduced him to Mexican kids and oue or tin of the very few leaders
exicans possess here who don't sell thew out. T told him vo to zee
in the lawyers guild to get a Defense Committer set up for the kids,
took him to the various communities here to observe hou ther live and
what are the living causes for this fgang® activity. Pe wired Yashing-
ton to get some action on this from the Dockefeller Conmlission and they
sald, "sorry, but all time was for external affair:s ln South America,."
Ve got a lot of people stirred up about it bat gettins novhere in their
effort to help. Just by chance I ran into & =enber of the Grand Jury
who 1s 1liberal with clear thinkiar on this thinr. Tio veclks aro he
shoved me a gaper vhich the race relations head had to wll the law
enforcement bodies here cuncarninﬁ the Yexicans and thelr ethnologieal
background....proving, ﬁe sald in brief, that they vere completely
unassimilatable, as vere the nerro and the Filinino. ‘e had traced
thelr love for "blood letting" back to the steaming sacrificial rock

of the Aztecs vherr the heart vas pulled from the live breast of the
vietim...,Just so, the idexican todav vill not, "like :ir Cuancasiann
fieht Lt out with his fists, but must "let bloodM, vith & knite.  and
the negro with the rarzor. ﬁe roes [nto Jullus dtreiecker peatacies aver
the future 1f they are slloved to remala la this country. Fe nses the
vword, "exterminate", nuite fxmamEntiy freely. Polnts tn fonth
American méans of exterminatiag, the "illezal legal shooting", wvhere
the prisoner is allowed to escape and L then shot. e rants on like
this for twenty-five pages. Nov remember he is a phony dexlcan, the
light skln, good old southern California famil: =taff,,.head of the
race relations divislon of the Sheriff's Division. This paper wvas

received with applause and much approbation when read to the law |
enforcement bodies here.
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Here's vhat is going to happen. And in as much as this I3 a hot potato
I am asking you to give 1t some real thought and be disereet in mention-
inz the source of this paper. The Grand Jurv vas asked to hold a hear-
inz on the gang murder of the kid. Te white vash the sheriffts
department really. But now through myself and the member of the grand
jury I spoke of and the right neople pnlling for 1t here...there i3 to
be a second grand jury hearing on the 'hole Mexlean aroblem here
September 24th. At thls hearing there 111 be an effort made, and a
good one, to refute the wholesale stunld, but dangerous theorles
oropounded by the author of the mentioned paper. ©Sociloloriszts, Anthro-
pologlsts, executives of lsbor unleons, Carey dc"'illiams, Dr, Puth
Hirschman (and others) vill ansver the claims of this @an honine to zet
nersnaner coverare ln so dolneg and ret some 1irht on this nroblem. Wov
we want some representatives from the Last. ESoneone pood fron the
Children's Department, a man from the Tockefeller Comnlision (if Possible)
maybe (a big mavbe I think too) and anyone elze “tha eoild he influentlal
in gettineg a real rahabilitation prozram started for the =econd genera-
tion Mexlecan youths here.

‘e need your help. There is ¢ very rfood lever here, for these kid=s are
not baeck of the war effort. “hen T asked a boy I knov, hor manv
Mexicans he Xnew wvolunteered in the aray and vere proud to vear the
uniform he replied three. As to the others he sald, ther say, "The
Americans get the jobs first, let thea ret kKilled firat." Ther even
printed their own draft cards to avold the draft and manv dldan't
register, They are not training in JYA Defense jobs (ver few are)

and still 4o not knov ~hat it means...this vhole nvehlen of the var and
the Yexican youth, There are close to half a allllon 'erlecans In
California, the correctional Lastitutlons are overflovine, the feelins
narticularly since the »holesale arrestz of innocent ltlds and accompany-
ing beatings is bad. Something must be done. The right deonle testifv-
Ine, the right papers covering Lt might pob a ering In 1he flare the
cops have here, might start some sctlon fn the right lone view direction.

Can you bring anv interest on this thing from vashineton, froa vour
Hexican friend? It 1s ironic that an "Aqerican” and not a dexican
(remenber they alvays consider Lheuaselves Mexican to the 5th peneration)
is trying to break this onus here on the pleture of the dexlean youth.
But the leaders of the Mexicans here are opnortunists and peliticos,
and not leaders...and there are only sbout three of these phonies..so
you see the poverty of leadership. The leaders st come from the
vouths themselves,.preferably the darker skinoed ones... ho are more
sincere. These people provide fertile rround for leadership, either
good or bad, depending on who sells the nost attractive bill of roods
which measures up into the pletvre they have ageinst Arerlcans, and
rebellion agalnst thelr present lot. And these pang Tlehts are nothine
?gra than rebellion against the whole thing..thouch thev don't realize
These fights are not nev. They have been goine on for years. It is
interesting to observe however that when these so called "gangsters"
marry and settle down, unlike the real gengsters of the east vho are
eriminal...these kids settle don, get a poorly pald Job and that's the
end of the picture as far as gang activity goes...Usually thev are con-
fined among themselves..the gang flare ups here are recreational, not
criminal,.not erime waves against Ameriecans. Eut that {3 the next
logical step.
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I am asking you to give some suggestlons {f vou can ¥i, for T think of
a1l the people I have met your interest in youths end thelr probleas

- is the deepest and most sincere. This 1s & big problez. I heve a good
job in Housing here, but my interest 1s «lth the keids.

I hope you got to visit the I.8.8. zhindlg in vashington, I started %
P the first group of I.3.8. =t Pomona College when + a3 there, It's a
growing organlzatlon T thilnk. Jm

The stuff about the grend Jury hearing 1s confldeatial...lt!s not lmein

thnt there will be cne except to a few. I am countinr on you Vi, a8 so

zany people do, to glve this thing asenc real alrength by getting Testern
s spreferably washington..tuterest. Do let ae hear fros you A8 500N 28

rou coll.

September &th, 1948
SIGNED: Beutrice Griffith

Vi, I can glve you more detalled inforamation abant the vhole Mexican
pleture here if you should went Lk, But if your friend, the lexican
Ambassader Ln Washlngton reallred the run around the Verlcans et
here, in all circles, he mizht be interested sufflelentlv to bring
some pressure on the Fockefeller Comalssinn to relleve 1t. (In E1
donte near here, the dexicans area't even allaved ta En to Aigh Sehool,
they go to a "eontinuvation school" to learn a trade, . but haven't
- aufficient tools with which to learn. Segrepated to one {snlated area
to live, they lack modern sevage facilities..and no baths at all..
about aix hundred families live thus. Tt poes without saring there 1s
ne recrestlion.) I took Guy Hunn out to this ftick!s Camp® with a
nexspaper photographer and writer, but the editor put the ban on the
series of storles we hoped would be run. Didn't want to mix up in
nsoclological affaira®. And that =as the only nussi-lihersl paper ve
have. 80 yon see what we have to work xixh against. fastern
representatives would glve the go-ahead =lgn to the paners for some
intelligent coverage by papers »e hope.

b

Uy new address: 1487 ¥. Havenhurst Drive
Los Angeles, California

s, 0 PO N A
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Nelson Rockefeller:

I 60 not know vhere cneee euch\ss this Philinnine
ené the ease of the younr Mexlesns in Sou hern Californis should 0,
but I imarine that your intereet 1e not unlklin South Awmeriea
but would ertend to conitlons in this nountfy tMieh undoubtedly
vould effect our vhole reletionehip with LrtinsAmericsn countries,

I am gendine you theee tvo letters to pe treated ronfidentslly
oriu-rily for advice ns to hov and rhepe to nraocesd to vart on
fretting sssisgtnnce for the ¥younz Illeryicare in lower £-11f zo t?ay_cnn
be kent out of trouble and hov to get work for thid varticulsr
Philinnino, and at the eame time betber vpies epa hrttar Livine
condltione for both lexicans and Philioninoe 2ll ovfr the country.

I sm fure you know that the Tamlliee vhoe kork in the bheet

fuger lndustry live mleersbly. Those who live on rhincheas whichw I

have eeen 1n “exns are very low peld pnd the houses rlven tmem ere

ne more then hte,

L think probrbly thet the time hee come to ace thie vhole

€ltuntion. Should it be part of the Fatir Proctices colmltter, the
etate dent. or should 1t be » coubinntion of thHece rith the 1B

Egn. Servie ?

copy letter from Viela Ilma nnd enclosure vithout any names or

ldentification. ~ Enc. letter from Philipnine boy




Viols Ilma
I am not perfectly eure of vhrre thie lleriern eitustion
should be referred but I heve vrltten to Uelron Rockefeller with
enc. your letter without nemes, rnd I nm nrleo rendine hinm one from
i n Philinnino hoy vhich has coue on vorking conditions for themw.
I do not think there 1= nmuch use in poin: to the Embneey
but verhans by zetting together vorlous acenciee in Ynsh. I can find
But vho are the peonle Interested and vho could etnrt the ball rolline.
. I do not think the Y.M.V.R ehoulé get inte thile begevce
you will get into trouble for Turther work with the suttorities,
end certainly there must be veoovle in Wach, wvhose Job 1t renlly is=.

I sn rled you feel encourpped sbout the finanee committiee.

LS o

e




Septeaber 22, 1942,

My dear Yiss Ilma:

Ura, Roosevelt has nake. me
to acknowledge the recelpt of jyour let-
ter and tell you she regrets that she
will not be able to be present at the
"painters Jork for Victory Hally" ae
her time is filled for the next several

LIV
Very sincuroly yours,
Secrotary to
Ura, Roosevelt.
Uiss Viola Ilma
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September 17th, 1942

My dear Mrs. Eoosevelt! . £ 5\5&
Y g

1 believe I told you tlut I attendad the
Americen Federation of Later Convention in Bochester lest month and
while there Betty Hawley Donnelly introduced me to prectically all
4 the labor leaders there and one was Mr. Louls Welnstock, secretary-
tregsurer of the Brotherhond Of Painters, Decorstors & Puptr Hengers

of America, Number 9.

I understond that his locel ic havii, & relly
around "Palnters Work For Victory Day" where all the menlerds o1 the
union are turning over thelr dey's pay to the s Heliel mjenclcs.

I told Mr. Weinstock that I would te more than
delighted to express my enthuslasm ol the importance of your nresence
at this gathering. MWMore and more 1 can see the innortant role that
the masses can play in the soclal development ol the country and for
this reason I am impressed by the leadervship thet a variety of locals
are taking in ralsing money for defense, bonds, and wer rellel egencles
and your preaence amongst the lebor mroups of all verieties ic an en-
couraging indication that the rosnoneibility they aseune is recognlzed
and appreciated.

k3 On YUVF more news next week lor we are having
pur second meeting. The Corelli affalr wous reslly A success.

| Most sincerely,

.' ‘ Mra, Eleanor Roosevelt f"”"‘f&-

The White House Yiole Ilma
¥Washington, D. C.
vl l}
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Saptonber 24, 1942

Dear Violm

1 recelved Mr. Roudin's letter, but
an gorry thas 1 osonot msii r. Jubonok Jur onoy.

1 sent & wire to L. Corttor wid sas
glad ¢ do so. o

It is fine that you ara jeing %o
Bedford to start the wintur olsssos und timt
you are organising tho wouon bobdod the Girls®
Division. Bwvury gooud wish Lo you.

Sincersly yours,

Miss Viola Ilma
86 Madison Awvenue
New York

New York : 0/bed

| s,

b
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Vocational Placement
Framk W, BalLurri—Trads Liwiow
Ruti Manorr—Girl's Division
Hazoro G, QERTHER—Negro Affaini

September 1Hth, 1942

liy dear }ras. Roosevelt:

Thank jou so much for your letter, and quite rizht, the only
tning that I was intereated in was that some meticn would be
taken'in this situatlon regarding juvenlle dellnguency with
the Mexicans in Los Angeles. A&nd I agree with you that this
is & responsibility of the government.

I belleve that Vietor Houdin wrote to you askins for an appoint-
‘sent so that you could meet with Harry Srandt, Mr. Schenck, and
O owitz of 1 G.i. I think sll that is necessary is twenty "N
minutes and they will go ahead and start meking plens for the ﬁa&
Madlson S8gquare Garden moetlng. e

Lastly, kr, Harold Oerther, of our office, in charge of Heg
Affairs, has Just recelved & commiassion from the Navy, as Jr.
Lieutenant. On Saturday, September 26th our staff 1s Ziving
him & farewell party and I om asking varlous members of our L
Board, such as Dr. Williams and Walter Thayer and other people N
important to our worlk, whether they wlll Dbe kind enough just :
to send a telegram of good wishes. I want to nake thia party ‘\« \
one so that he feels that his work was his home. Now he 1a en-
barking on & new life and I feel a certaln sratitule to men such

as llarold Oerthier who dedicate their work in terms of usefulnesa

te youag people rataer ihan in terms of the financlal reaults

they could otherwlise get In a varlety of other fields. There-

for words of expresslon are thie only way they can posslbly know
that thelr efforts are appreciated &and I w uld certaluly De de-
lighted 1f you would be smongst the prominent people who will

wish him well.

k-
A

I am askling our Board members to send wires to uy home, c¢/o of
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- P .
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt September 10th, 1542

me, 144 East 24th Street, New York City, Apartaent 9 A on
Saturday, September the 2Gth, :

You will be glad to hear that I am going up to Bedford He- ?
form School next week to start our Iall and winter classes

and am also organizing a group of women to really make the

Girl's Division function and ZrOoW,

Sincerely yours,

V erta
Vicla Ilma
Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D, C,
vi/mi
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Y, Mrs, Zell . Pennock, Snoring Hill, Tann, about her son, 8. B. Pennock -

#" T who is being released from nrivon unra who she is afraid will get into trouhle
&rain if ke i5 not troined to do gomothing and is pliven work imsediately,

Septesber 28, 192 Fi
e )

The enclossd letter has been re-
mmummum.mtm
her secretary, 1 wm sending it to you am I
&= sure Mrs. Roosevelt would want it brought
hmntutdmiuthlnmth-tmr
nisation helps young men in a situation like
this, nﬂﬂlmdﬁllnﬂmmuﬂ
mkmmﬂnh;.p-rhlplmmuuﬂrwu
to some organization which might be able to help.

I know Mrs. Roossvelt would appre-

clate your writing Mre. Pennock and giving her
whatever advice you can,

Vory eincerely yours,

Administrative Offiser
Booial Correspondence -

b
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X0 I XA XA AN X0 INXAXT 370 X0 X0 X0 SAXA ENANED
122 E. 22nd Street Ora. G5-3638

November 16th, 1942

Mrs. Zell W. Pannook
Spring Hill, Tennesses

My dear Mrs. Peanook!

Mrs. Boomsvelt's offioe forwarded your letter to me in Hew York City
several weeks ago. During Ootober, I have tifed to discover sources
of work opportunity in your dimtrict inm Tennsesses but have thus far
falled to satablish an actual Job contact for your son.

Absut the best advice I ocan glve is to the offect that the U. S.
Employment Service st BOS South Oarden Street, Columbla, which I under-
stand ia about ten miles morth of you in Maury County, supposesdly covers
your district and 1 would think that your son should take his Soclal
Security number mnd approach the U. 5. Employment Service which must
have fagilitiss for handling applicents with handiocaps such as his bad
arm. Ws would be interested to know what the results of his visit may
be and ars inclined to think that sinoe there is such a great labor
shortage at this moment the tmak of fitting him into some positlion of
responaibility should not be too great for the Employment Service to
handle.

Blnoerely yours,

Viola Ilma

rrh-pw

oo Mr. Ealph W. Magee
Administrative Officer, Scclial Correspondence
The Wnite House, Washingten, D. C.
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Bosear R, Hanwuw

October &th, 18942
My dear Miss Thompesoni
A mesber of our finance committes presented me with
the facts concerning & maurse who was once a masseur for the Fresident.
The story in a mut shell is that she wants to get a Job of some kind.
1 do not, however, wish to bother you too =uch with it
save that I am sending you the enclosed information and any suggestions

you pake ] will pass on.

Most sincerely, g L
Vil P
| Yiola Ims {

Miss Malvins Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Hoomevelt '
The White House : e o,

¥ashingten, D. 0.
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Dm. FRann R. OEm
Dr. A H BREWSESTER
Da. JosErPH S. Bamn
234 MamLeoROUGH STREET
BosTON, MASSACHUBETTS

March 1, 1942

To whom it may concern:

This is to introduce Mrs. Eathleen
Lake who is a competent physical thereapist.

She understands how to restore joints
to normal. She is an excellent masseuse and
haé all the other necessary adjuncts of
_physicel therepy which will rehabilitate

--injured members. She has worked for me
_for about twenty years, and I have always
found her thoroughly trustworthy and per-
feotly able to take care of any job assigned
to her.

Very truly yours,

T senhot P G

Lieutenant Colonel, Mediecal
Reserve Corps
FRO:K

STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF NEW YORK)®8°*

Sworn and subscriped to before me this
tenth day af September, 1942.

HOWARD D.
NOTARY PUBLIC, WESTCHESTER COUNTY

CERT, FILED IN N. Y. CO, Np. 220 - BEG. Me. 4-E-120.
COMMIBSION EXPIRES MARCH 30, 1944




RoBERT LEE PATTERSON, JR, M.D. .
135 EASBT 88TY SBTREET
HEW YORH

RHINELANDER 4 5477

lMarch 10, 1942

To Vhom It liay Concern:

It 1s with plensure that I am able to
recormend lirs, KHathleen Lake for any poaltion
she seelts in the fleld of physleal therapy.

-

I have Leen working with lrs,., Lalke for the

past six years and have found at all times
that she 1s -~n'_:“~r~1‘:_'-1'c, reliasble snd enerretlc.
She has an excellent lmowledpre of muacle
function and its treatment when Interfered
with by accldent or dlacase. T certainly

hope she will be able to be used 1n this

i ort ] §oy i % ‘_._-.
inecerely yours,
) . \\L i
‘\\\&h.‘lh ol.090 00 -Sowm Il-.\#ﬁ
obert Lee Patterson, Jr, 1.5
ant, 'ed, Corps - A,U.G.
ATE O
COUNTY
Sworn and 1 rile to before me th i h de

/ s AL /
Wesetsaiol R Qreecereef

HOWARD D. SMOND

NOTARY PUBLIC, WESTCHE
CERT. FILED IN N, Y. CO. Ne, Jd0

COMMIASION ERFIRES BARCH 30, 1844

COUNTY
i Mo 4-E-124




) MRS, GEOFFRY LAKE
128 EAST BOTH ETREET
HEW YORK. N, ¥.

September 14, 1942

To: Chief of Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
Vashington, D. C.

Subject: Uffer of Servicea

Fnelosed: Letters of Recommendation

My services es a physicsl therapist sre

hereby offered to the Navy.

I have had twenty-five yeors of experience
in all phases of this work, including my service with

the C. A. . C.

If full time work is desired, meintenance |
would be necessary &s I em dependent on earniag my

living.




4|

A.

C.

MRS. GEOFFRY LAKE
128 EAST BOTH STREET
HEW YORK, N. Y.

Three years with C. A, M. C. in the last war,
Physical Heconstruction Department. Special
trainiag for Rehabilitation of muscle function
in nerve injuries, and all types of wounds.

Assistent, Harvard Wledical School Orthopedic
ﬂlinic, Boston., -

Une Year complete training in all types of
physical disability, caused hy injury or
disease, at the office of Dr. Frank R. Uber,
234 Uariborough Street, Boston.
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e | row  The White House
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

MIBB VIOLA ILMA

NIOHT LETTER S/
YOUNG MENS VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION /

95 MADIBON AVENUE
NEW YORK CITY

MR8 ROOSEVELT WILL SEE YOU MONDAY THE TWELFTH AT
29 WASHINGTON BQUARE WEST AT THREE THIRTY

MALVINA C. THOMPSON
BECRETARY




YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
05 Mamson AVENUE . MUsnay Hin 3-5425 L] New Youx, N, Y.

Bourd of Diveciors: Davin C. Amin) Ansian B Ancenoin; Mas Lintias ALrasees; Rev. Jokn P BoLasn;
Vicror Dwyton; Mas. Berry Hawisy Dosewsivy; Rosmr B Haswuwm: Juims HocWsmas; Viowa Iusa;
De, Ausce V. KEipies; Marssary MacDurne, Jo; M, Losee € Prupes, l-:l-ll.n.i’“unm'!"m
Podses WalTer N, Thaves, 3an) Jamis Warisasron; Hessinr Do D,
Offivers: Warten M. THaves, 3kb, Provideni; Mes, Lionsy C, PRRERa, J5., Chairmad; Anuan E. ARcIrsoLn,
Treuarer; Mumtad lzaacs, Auditess Treciseer,

Exvcstive Dirtviar Foratiodal Flacemini

Viora lLua Faani W, Baliurm—Trads Usion
] ) Rumit Manorr—Gisls Divisiea

Assliani Divesior Harotn G, OeerHes—Negro Af s

Rospat B Hamsus

October 6th, 1942

My dear Mra. Hoosevelt!

I have considerable news to t:ll you tat
would prefer to have an appointment with you mt your earliest con-
venlence. Happily I might express it is mll good news,

Sincerely yours,

Yoil o

. &
12 ';‘ ':'I Viola Ilea V*
Ly’ .
-ik' n_'t " ¢ :
.t~5 :
] l‘i Mrs. Eleancr Hocsevelt J
P The White House .

. ¥ashington, D. C.
vi/mi :
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YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
. Moo Hos 35406 . MNew York, N. Y.

- Board af Directors: Davio C, Apig; Assan E. AncHmobn; Mes, Littian Avxxanoe; Rev. Jous P, BoLaND;
| Vicrorn Dayron; Mes, Berry Hawiey Donmerly; Roseet R Hamwuw; Juiivs HoCHuan; Viows JLua;
| De, Aucy V, Kusie; Masiail MacDuere, Jr.; Mes, Lioxsr C Presas, &.; Mas, ﬁmm WisE

PoOLIER:; WaALTER M. THAYER, 3RD; JAMES WaLLERSTEIN; Huzbert D, LLIAMS, D,

Oficers: WarTer N, THAvER, 3ap, Presidens; Mns. LioNEL C. PERERA, JR., Chafrman; ARMan E, ARcHBOLD,
Treaswrer; Mimiam 1sasacs, Asiirtans Treasarer.

P Exerutive Direcior Vocational Plasemeni
VioLa ILsa Framx W, Barrvrri—Trade Usion
3 : Ruti ManorF—Girls Divirios
Assistans Divecier Haroip G, QextHER—Negra Afaies

Rospet R, Haknus
Kovember 25th, 1942

My dear Mra, Hooseveltb!

1 am enclceing a letter dated July £& which
you were @o kind to send us on the work of the agency and would
appreciate it if you would write enother one for ue, exsctly the
gane, with the current date on it.

Most sincerely,

| Vel

Viela Ilma

Mre. Eleanor Roosevelt

: ; J
The White House rykjrd“j/ (}_
Washington, D. C. v
vi fll ' P (L@ J
y
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L4 - Ira A. Hinchmasa Mrs. Emest K. Lindicy Joba W, Seedbubr, PD.
. -.,'-r'i..,l Miss B. Mebane Hunt Freda & Miler Oriway Teud

:Etlh-:hnéisr Stanley M. lsascs a=r=nbllunu Kieyes Winter
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THE WHITE HOUSZ
|' WASHINCTON

July 26, 1842

I

I

I
The Young Men's Vocational Foundation, Inc. is doing a very

necesgary and imnortant plece of work.

I have plways felt 1t was cruel to send these young people
out into the world with a stigma and no help toward a nomal 1ife.

The work the Foundation has done and the results they have
obtained are very gratifying to me and I only wish it could be
multiplied many hundreds of time 1n every city and town and
villege in the country.

Signed: Eleanor Roomevelt |




November 26, 1942 ; P4

Doar Miss Ilma:

Urs. Roosevelt maks me to tell
you that she can ases you at her apartment,
29 Wash .n;ton Square West, on Decemoer Gth,

at 10 a.m.

Very sinocerealy yours,

Beoretary to




YOUNG MEN'S VOCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
2t 3 b nan, AVINEE . poir eand s Taw Sty . New Yok, N. Y,
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Board of Divevioei; Davin C, Acek] Anwan E, Ancenolo] Mas Litsias ALEXANDER; BEV, Jonw P, BoLams;
VicTos Davros; Mas. Berry Haweky Donseily; Rosser B Hanwum; JuLms Hockwan;

VioLs s
Do Al V. KELges; Maxsiass MacDurme, Ju.; Mas Lione: C, Pinzas, Jn: Mes Juses
Poites; Watter M. THaYER, 3eD; JANES WaLLERsTRN; HEnsgst D ‘L'n:uun, P:.D. =

Oficers: WaLTan N, TW"’“ Previdewi. Mus. Liowes C. PERERA, J0, Chatreaw; Ansian E. ARENBOLD,
FREIETEF,

L:um,' MukiaM  lsascs, Awiim T
Fxecative Divecror 5 th .
VioLa Iuka ;

e J'f‘ Vovailanal Placrment
. 1\-\!’ Puam W7, BALLUPR—Trads Uniou
Bt le “,'J" N\ RUTH MANOFP—Girts Divlilew

Rostar B, Hanwus e «

Hanpin G, Qunries—Nagra Affales
[(.J. 9 Hovember 20th, 1042

My dear Mres. Roosevelt:

Would it t» possible for me to stay down mt the White House for a woek?
The resson I want to is becmuse I would like te mee a number of peaple
end I find that going down just for & day is rather & waste of maney and
time.

I was very touched and pleased by your letter which you sent me before
you want away, expressing that you hoard that I wne belng lured away
from the work of the YMVF, The expresalon is completely correct hut it
is elmilar to someone being on the defense stand nnd i ssked to Bay
"yes" or "ao", Either is wrong and you are forced into m position wileh
is not your epinion.

For some time I have felt that I have wanted to participate directly in

the war effort. MNow with the need for women in industry and the problems
that are resulting from the pess changes I feel that I me capable of doing
the kind of Job that Ellnore Herrick has just gotten with the Todd Shioping
Yard Company. Wherever they are hirlng thoussnds of girle, I feel, from
an executive polnt of view and from a soclal polnt of wiew that T could da
a very good plece of work.

Now this 18 my thinking.

On the agency - by all means it should codtimue mnd if I have the opportunity
to get the kind of job that I want I would talke the prasidency of the agency
and have some one replace me. At the moment Uebane Hunt, formerly director
of the Women's Prison Association, is available. The Women's Prison Asgog-
iation let her go because they did not want to touch thalr capital and have
put their staff down to volunteer workers. Imagine such a thing, when the
inerease in girl delinquency la such a serious problem. But this, unfor-
tunately, is the way toco meny socisl agencles who have endowments, think.

ADVISORY BOARD
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The endowsents seem to be more Important than the purpose of thelr incor-
poration. Mebane has worked with me for a long time and she 18 quite ready
to take my place.

From the financial end, Laura Peyne, the woman of whom I spoke to you about,
and whom we found ms m result of the tea at Eeuben's, will take the respon-
pibllity, plus the fmct that even if I am in a war productlon Job, 1 mm not
gway from the mgency and could cccessicnally eall mestings and raise coney
in whatever spare time I have, snd thers is always time to do the things we
want to do. As president of the agency I can attead bonrd neetings and
contibute what has been my largest contribution, which is the creativeness
] of & job such ms ours, As well as the planning.

Concerning the placement mngle, it is not so Ilmportant todey, now that the
draft i taking the 168=19 year olda and I fesl that wo would ke misinter-
preting the uss of our funde because plecement ls not new a primery job.

Other probless are coming up and what I wanted the agency to do la to develop
training within the institutions, as well as fight with all other soclal
agencies for Day Murserles and m varlety of problems that are arieing from
the war, tut 1%t will bte more of a leglelative programming rather than place-
ment, 1 cannot see, with the sattitude of those who support agenciea, that a
tudget of twenty-five thoussnd dollars & year be spent on the industrial aside.

Put there is sush te do. 1 want, while in Washington, to ses a nusber of
people in Ur. MecHutt's welfare outfit. Incldentally, I saw hlm nnd the only
thing that has come out of the entire intervies was the need to know coneid-
erably more of what every one is dolang before any opinlone are formulated,
and this is what I want to sccomplish in Washington. Also, I went a number
of interviews with py friends in the Children's Bureau who are working on

the probles of delinquency. I would sleo want to see a mumbter of pecple in
the State Esployment Service. I am now trylng to mee if the work of the
YMVF cannot be embroidersd within the State Employment Service here in Hew
York., Thers are difficulties in this process but 1t is not imponsible.

Then comes the Office of Education and I could go on e&nd on as to the mmber
of people I want to see. As far as =y deslre to make a eonnection, I think
in teres of m man like Kalser and thore are tws flelds in which I would like
to make my contmcts = shipping mnd aviation. However, through my ssven
years ¢f work in industry or juvenils delinquancy I kmow a oumber of peaple
who I fesl £an be of holp to me in this directlion.

1 had other ideas also and one was, could I be of use atroad, and another was,
gould 1 work with the Selective Service in relationship to training schools
grd reform schools. As o satter of fact I would like to, before I start
sesing people, talk this over with you and I sm sure, slnce your trip to
England, you ses more than ever the role of young women in this war effart.

Regardless of whers I move my interest in the soclal progress of the under-
privileged is a basic one. You can be sure that this has been a very great
decialen for me to make, particularly insofar as [ am not moving from one

. . offer to mnother, but rather my convictions that my taleats, for the moment,
telong somewhere eélas,

Hoping to hear from you soon, I am,

Mre. Eleancr Roosevelt Most sincerely,

The White Houss U e

vifat
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cc to Mra. Roosevelt

Decenbter Znd, 1942
Uy dear Bomsissloner idis:

4 speolal mesting of the Board of Directors of ths TUYF will be held on
Tussday, December Bth, at & p-m. Bt my hoass, 144 E. 24th Strect.

I am recommending that for the duratien of the war only the Oirl's
Division is to be continued. This msans that Futh Hansff, the dirsctor
of the OMMrl's Mvision, and her seoretary will be the enly snes to remalm.

Yo have made o vigllant sffort to prove that the work we hare done 1ia
neasssary and suocessful. This has been socomplished. Attached ars the
statistion which tell the stery.

1 have reached the followlng scnoluaionas:

1. The sarvice whigh YMYT renders %o Warwlgik should e part of the activ-
itisa of the institution.

&, THE STAYY 1NSIDE THE IWSTITUTION SPECIALIZING ON TRAINTNG ¥FOR JOBS.

The answer may be that this sxists but it dosse't from cur polat

of visw. Recently we had planned to hare ons of our staff aenbera direct,
in gooperation with the eatirs fasulty at Warwick, s Vietory Corpa Tralning
Course. It was welcomsd enthusiastioally by the sntire faculty at Warwlck,
The staff of Warwick and the staff of YNYF recognise that "the cutside must
be brought inside®. THYF balieves that a reallstlo courss would aleo in-
vigorate the personal within the institution. The Varwick staff recognice
that the YUVP staff, with its ability to pluce boys In Jobm with its ever
growing contasts with industry and laber, along with 1te detailed kmowledge
of the tralning school {tself and its sxparisnce in the plasing of the bay
raleased from the tralning school, have the sontribtution to make the very
basio ebjectives, along with Warwlok's fins program, sffective,
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Comminsionsr Adle Decenber Znd, 1942

2. Plasemeat: TWYT recognizes that placeseat iteelf durimg wartime is mot
tog diffigult mad really mot as veluable, or rather necessary, as it was in
pre war conditions maad as it will be under post war conditions. The major
point on which TMYF could raime fusds was the placing of young toys i jJoba.
This lp-plﬂ,ﬂl thoss whose purses could ses dollar for dallar the walus of
this particular aspect of our work. To convimce them that trailnimg im the
institotion, fighting leglelatively to hawe this work whers it ultimately
balongs, carries oo appeal whatsosver. Thersfors the struggle, which is
mors difficult all the time to ralse funds without the sslling walus of
placemeat is practically impossible. We canaot carry on/¥@Ellstically em
the placemsnt sagle, welting for the war to end, mnd be smug, self satisfied
woglal workers protegtisg our Jobs whem our talests go much further thas the
dempnds that placemeat reguires at pressst. We do mot want to be amother
laaf in the wind, shouting that delimquency is imcremsing, without & program
to comtribute practically towards the dsorenss of 1%. Tet I conclude that
the placemest sarvice of TMTF btelongs in the 42nd Street Branch of Warwick,
coordinating ite activities with the Placement and Job Training Expsrt 1a the
institution., Thers are many develepasnis which a placement mam cam carry om
oow which are important tat for which private funds cannot be abimimed. This
is the same way of saying that our work must be dome tut the responsibility
shifted.

I kmow that Dr. Willisms snd the eatire staff of Warwlek will be gravely dls-
appointed to lose the ever asdvanciog valus of the work of the TWYF which wea
marally, prastically, usefully and vigorously & brother-slster relatiomship
to the izmstitution. Aside from the feot that THYF wea finenced nrivataly asd
Warwlek publicly, there was no differesce,snve o flasncinl one, for the ob-
Jectives were the same. A1l the efforts and collaboration were successfully
garrisd cut becauses both groups had so much to glve sach other.

I have just praspacted these views to my staff. They are all more let dowa
thaa I becauss the work 1s there to be dome and 1t Lls they who resch the boye
constantly and it has beem thelr tireless snthuslass for the work that has
meds us, in my opimion, the most progressive agency in our field in the state.
Bocause 1t is my lot te direct the planning, adsinistratica and the raising
of funds, I view gur funetlon as o private agency, in relatiooship to the an-
tirs soolal work structurs, as well as to the entire natioasl scens. If the
agenglens would amalgsmate, e less concerned about thelr private titles, 1if
the major interssts towards solving the problems had coordimated ebjectives,
my convictlions would be stronger, and more vigerous. But the plecs meal basls
on which agencies woerk, the most lmpsrtant living on endownents, rather thas
gearing thelr purposes to modern times, is to my mlnd diggleg farther into a
grave awalting the buriael of ideas and prograssing long agon cutmoded.

My interest im these problems is higher than ever but the way we are foresd to
solve them, in tedious small eircles, holds ne challenge to me whatsoever.

My sfforts to have obtalined momey from the state last pamr, if muccessful,
would have besn emoouraging for the directlea would have besn correct; but I
am bored to death to fimd that the answers im ocur isterest 1n the rehabilita-
tiea of juvenils delimquenis depends om the whim of those whe will cemtribate
becsuse they cam shaks hands with Mre. Hcossvelt, or all the other toushing
siceties that bamd the hearts and the pecketbooks momentarily.




Corulippionsr Adle Decenbar 2ud, 1942

1 weuld 1iks to have a letter from you to prosent at our Board of Directors
mosting. They will Be disappeinted to mas the larger part of the

closed for the duratiom but they are more wiss than wealthy (one reasom the
agenoy has grown). Thersfors yeur epiaifns on:

1. What chances ars thare for tha Departmeat of Social Welfars to carry om
our werk?

2. Do you think the Board of Directors should stay intmet, with an eye to
poat war renswal of our effartsl

3. What effsrts can be made towards placing our staff whers they can be mast
ussful, sonaldering thelr sxparissces?

4. T would mppreciate may epimicms at a1l which will make it possible for our
sfferts mot to hawve bess in wainm,

Eincerely yours,
Yiela Ilma

Commisnionsr David C. Adle
Department of Secial Welfars
112 State Strest

Adbamy, Wew Tork

vi/mi
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Assistans Director ﬁ\ t \1 \ Hanoin G, QentHER—Negro Affairs
RoserT B, Hasnum ik \ Fa De : ber 10th, 1942
] - g /
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt! & ! E

fy
Erigadlier General Leure Payne just caiied me from Weshington. TFor the
pest several montha she has been working feverishly to creste and make
possible a besutiful Hostess Club to be used by the officers end their
friends of the Quarter Master Corps in Washington. (She Aid the same
for Fort Monmouth).

It is because of her stmggering efforts nnd sccomplishments in this
direction thot she received the title.

Her reguest: On Saturday, December 19th, the Hostess Club will be officially
opened. They are having a panel set in the wall with a vhotograoh of Mejor
General E. B. Cregory of the Querter Master Coirvps, and General Sommerwell.
Leura feels it would be a great honor 1 they could alsc have an autographed
vhoto of the President, autogrephed to Major General Gregory.

i If this can be arrenged would you send the photograph to General Laura

& Payne, at Temporary Puilding A, 4th & 2nd Streets, S.V., Hoom 2033, or per-
haps you could meet her and glve her the vhoto at the same time. I told

: her that you would call her. They don't want the Gereral to lmow about this

§ until the event.
DN

The Board of Directors meeting was held last Tuesday. Unanimously they feel
the agency must continue, but as I thought, the wherewithall to do this is
gtill not solved, so they are meeting mgain next Tuesdoy evening, and inci-
dentally it would be most avppreclated if you could Le there. It will be at
my home, 144 E, 24th Street, Apt. B A, at B:30 n.m. Ultimetely I would still
want to be replaced 1i the opoortunity to work with Governor Lehmon presented

iteelf.
Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt Mosat, M ncerely, \
The White House T
Washington, D.C. Viola¥Ilma
Y . N
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Hanoio G. Oenrean—Negra Afarr
Rosear B Hamsus

December 2%th, 1542
My dear Mrs. Roomevelt:

Fope was tremendously thrilled to have the oppertunity to meet you And
1 hope you liked him.

This aptire Christoas holideys was spent at Laura Feyne's home fnd we
hod n perfestly grand time. °

On the sgercy - this is what e happening ot present. Boceuse Leura
Payne is teking on the flnancial responsibilitles we cannct moke any
moves until we know sore or less how much we con count on for the coming
year. She seems to feel confident, so I am ealling o Eoard of Directore
meeting the third week in Jamuary, sfter her perty on the l4th. At that
time we will plsn & eteff and sctivitles mround n budget of aporoximntely
fiftesn thousand dollars. :

In the meanwhile, due to lack of funds I was forced to let wy entlire steff
: go, with the exeention of my secrotary and we are uslng ihis tlme to re-
evaluate what the larger responsilbilities we should take en will be.

1 am still pretty much set on the idee of coordinating our work with the
State Emplayment, oo for as placemant goes, heving a liason relationship
between them end the YMVF, somewhat the sort of thing the Yocatlonal Service
for Junlors has been sble to mecomplish. 1 still feel strongly thet we
ahould be active in trying to get agencles to moalgemate wnd this can be
dona through & very vigorous publication. At the seme time, because of cur-
tallment, it will make Lt possible for s to keep in touch with the nany
friends we have made over a peried of yoars. 1 alsc belleve that we can de-
velop tralning inside the instituticns, with a small atalf, using a fairly
gonod wolunteer group of very capeble necple who will bte guite anxious te
lend their services in lecturing st the schools.
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Urs, Eleansr Roosevelt December 29th, 1942

I ehall not g5 on now but as soon Az some concrete pleng devolop I will
certalnly let you know of them,

My devotion and warmest greetings go to you and I need not emchasiszo

wighipe you A happy Hew Year for £y wighes for you continue &l1 the time,
that your health and your happiness remain strong nnd thet sour nrogresaive
influence throughout the natien and your conelderstion of -he underarivileged
be an inspiration to many of ua.

Lovae,
?Mﬂnn
Lomn o ap thitt boit o oo
f""’ﬁ- olln cleil auolte. of e ,bg.n-f_,.-a.‘ﬁ,
Mra. Elesnor Hoomevaelt

The White House
Washington, 0. 0.

vifal




Jununry T, 1945

| Dear uies Tlmay \

Wra, Roosevelt has a letiar from Simon Hlum,
Coap Hale, Colorsdo, who says he is a friend of
yours and thet he attended, with you, & meating
at which Mrs, fcosewelt mpoks,

Mra,foosavelt would appreciste your letting
hor know whether you know Mr, Hlum.

|
i Sinosraly yours,

Segretary to
Mra, Rooamvelt

Wise Vicla Tlaa

Young Men's Veoational Fbundation
1 122 East 224 Strest

Kew Tork, Mew York
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Ronmer B, Hassuw L

January 20th, 1543

My dear Miss Thompson:

This is in answer to your inguiry of January Tth concerning
Simon Blum. Off hand I de not know hilm. It ie nossible that he may
have sat next to me while attending a meeting st which Mrs, Roosevelt
spoke, which explains that a friend ig a relative satter,

My delsy in angwering this letter im that we liove besn under
ataffod and are re-enforcing our forces within the next few weoks.

Uy hearty aopreclation for your arrnnt;-mentulnn timing that
mede our dinner lest Thursday night a succese, and thenk you for the wam
letters to Mrs. Payne, which has encouraged her greatly in her now venture -

the Y.U.V.F.

Moat sincerely,

Uu:u‘-ul- |
Viola Ilns
Miss Malvina Thempson
Secretary to Mra. Eleanar Roosevelt
The White House
¥aahingten, D. C.
¥ fmi - |
A ADVISORY BOARD
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KR8 ROOSEVELT GLAO TO HAVE YOU SPEND THUNMEDAY NIGHT
BUT Call NOT AEK YOU TO HAVE DINKER l‘iEHE
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Junuary 27, 1943

S A
LTHO FOR UR. CHI: [..r
M. TOLLZY: {/ %
HAS, N=1w:
| 1I5S THOMPsORT
Z Viss Viola Ilma has been invited to spend

 the nigit of Thursday, January 28, at the
"lhite House. She has not Leen asked for
dinmr-

n.n.
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Jenuary 2bth, 1503

liy dear Mrs. hRoosevelt:

I vlan to come down to, Washington this Thuradsy, the
28th and stay over until Friday.

411 there be room for ce to stay over aight?

Welter is arrenging lor me to meot the Lhres den from
the Lelman Commissicn. At leest I will Limve a chiase to Tiad sut soue

£ »

developments.

At the last Boerd of Directorc mecting of the Y.K.V.F. it
waa voted to concentrate on the placement of girle end at the moment I
am tusy re-stefilng the agency.

alTectionately,

L o

¥ra. Elesancr Ronsevelt
The White House

; g,
Washington, D. C. j/e g”__r. ..l.{
* Ly ll’f‘I'(l L
wifui } A
AL

Yiola Ilma j”w;ff
44!‘ '




February 5, 1943.

Dear Viola:

I huve Ur. "ulntanilla's book

but nppreciote your thought. I an 8o
glad the lunch was frultful.

I cannot do wore for Liss
Uernord than refer her letter to Colonel
Hobby when it comes.

I im sorry I cannot do as
Mr. Tarcher saks. I could go on Lhe
air »ith Wiss rnderson but 1 on not
sure the Trecsury limitation on sarnings
will vilow it. 5 I understand it one
c.n not designete o chprity to recelve
OOy «

1 have been golng over oy
conuitments und the many boards and
groups to which 1 belong and hive de—
cided to resipn from wll except where
I serve in a purely honorary capaoity.
I om sorry to ssk you to toke my nome
off your advisory board and it does not
mesn I will not be interested and help
when and where I can.

Very sincerely,

Mss Viola Ilma
Young Men's Vocational Foundation, Inc

122 East Z2nd Street
New tork, New York.
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Execuitive Divecior Focational Placement

Viova lLsa Frane W, Batturri—Trafe Union

BV Ruth Manorr—Gils Diviries
Diracror G, OmrTHEe—MN, it

Rossnr . Haswus February lst,l1948 K Aab

My dear Mras. Roosevelt: !

Just a few words to thank you for your hospiltality. This 1a the wrong
word because, from the first day, back in 1932 to date, every visit to
the White House has moved me deeply. I appreciate the meaning behind
your friendehip and trust and it is the highest democratic symbol that
malnly encourages one to do one's best.

The news on my interview with Dewey Anderson end Luther Guliek, beth of
the Lehman Oommisslon - Walter Thayer arranged the luncheon snd was ores-
ent. I had lnown Luther Gulick when I was working at the Netlonal Muni-
eipal League immediately after my cyclonic exit from the Youth Congress.
It was then I was studying lTocel government orotleme end meking o survey
on youth leadership, which was sponsored by the Lengue, The luncheon
meeting was very pleesant due to the reet thet Ur, Gulick, nlong with
¥alter, made it unnecessary for me to sell myeelf. They screed that I
would fit in well within e capoclty of doing field administrative work
ebroed. They gave me the opportunity to express thet I would need several
months to wind up my responsibllities to the agency and 1t was left that
the “poesibility of my golanpg with the Commission exlated.

The larger part of the luncheon was discussion emongst the three men on the
problems facing the Commiesion, which sugrests great responeibllity and
brein matter. I wes pleased with this initial interview tecsuse LT they hire
me, and I can go, it would be pretty much on my own, ani therefore there i
no need for me to see Governor Lehmen whatsoever. On the other hand, the
contects with the Governor, initielly, on my behslf, strengthens my oppor-
tunities, although I know that 1t is slweye fovorable to anoly for a job
directly to the people who are doing a certain amount of the actual work.
Becpuse of pll this the luncheon left me very enthusiestic snd in general I
heve declded to study French and Italisn in case the sppertunity develops.
At any rate it is alweys an aseet.

I had a chence to talk to a few Amy people on the protlem of the 'teen age
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Viora ILMa
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RuTH Manorr—Girl's Diviton

Assistant Dirvacior Hazmorp G, QexrHER—Negro Afains
Rosgat R, HANNUM

Yre. Elzgnor hHeoscvelt Fetruery 1st, 1242

huow
pirls end I can see this ic A big Job to do end w11l let you know 'the
nlens sre developing in relstionship to the mec tins 1 enolte to rou
about with krs. Sidney Borg.

I have also declded to take on the youn_cr counciller end anly hone
thne sub—committes of the Boerd of Directoro ogreec with me. Thery will
interview the candidates on Vednesdel.

chortly goins to the Soviet Union £s the Uexicos Ankestrder, :nd uet his

antirve entourace, for they were ovgrnized to be fanoeulpted. Have you

resd Lie book, A Letin American Scenks®? It 1s couvi eow end fvenk, fy fuil?
starting out b dedicating the too't to the flgrters ol lejcliet Spalr. /' f
1f you Leven't rernd the Took I ghould like to send you » 2070 It is R ‘]’
clweys good news, in o globel aense, to sée the rl;%t men &%t the Joha 1@4»,\}&;

Lretly, I soent & most excitlng hour witl Lovis Yuintenilin, who is /!f
FEs]

whereby they can contrilute the aost towrerés o democrrtic world cnd
Quintanills's pppointment wes one -i thoee brilli=nt cholces.

I soturned homeFriday night.

Thonks Tor everything. ‘{
Moet sincerely, : Iﬂ‘l

- o {Mr f’

¥re. Eleanor Honsevelt

The White House a¥
Waghin:ten, D. C. \ [}
w! fut.

e pen i
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i
Mrs, Eleanor Hoosevelt February lst, 1943

P.5. Would you let me know when you can see my spretic friend, Henry
Black, in Hew York?

Also, & few weeks ago my delightful room-mgte, Joen Eernard, \f " éﬂ
wrote to you. She wants to be a WAAC. She falled the originel -ph:.rulca‘lj -
becsuse her vision is not 100% tut she is secretiry te on executive in lf_{.l”"
Lerner Bros., makes ¢ good llving, but is btored to death to be so far M“#P.
removed from the war effort. She would make en cxcellent WAAD for beth Wt' £
mentally and physically she 1s & fine, healthy girl. Har letter arpl.*innij//'
her problem and she 1s worth bothering about.

Sincersly, | 4 (1»3 h‘ok
Yin}f?ﬁah m-‘::d

Mre. Elepanor Roosevelt
| The Whitae House
¥ashington, D. O

vi[mi | | Kf‘ﬁ \
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