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See Mra. m’;ml.t': note:

"itrs. Karr - Flease have inveatipated
and report bask. E.R."

latter from Lewis BelumoTe, P.0. Box221, Station G, NYC, ahoutjuas uby Nason

¢/o seme mddFess - musiocian 55 years old - can't find work.
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WASHINGTON, D. C,
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i lLrses Frepklin Delaro Poocevelt
Tne white liouse

Ly dear hres Hoosevelt:

This e in reply to vour uste dobad
Jonuary 29, enelosing a letter row Lewis Molrove, -
Fo 04 Box 221, Station ¢, Low York City, in renrd to
liss Tuby liason, who has Leen dismissed from iLhe
Federnl ,uelc Project in liew Yorl City.

1 am hevine this wetter invezli-ated
at onow, ard will let you lmow ws soon ns [ raceive o
ranort.

Therd: you tor brirgin this case to

Jdoer

my attontion.

Sincerely yours,

orouca rearr

Assisbort Administrotor




. BELMORE=~O~GRAM

MUSICIANS
A communication of special importance
WRITERS FROM
EDITORS LEWIS BELMORE
CLUBB, BOCIETIESR Viee President of
RELIGIOUS snd The American Artists Protective Association
POLITICAL GROUPS WASHINGTON, D. 0, CHICAGO, ILL, NEW YORK CITY
L& L
b, W P
T\ Tew Jprk, WY, Jan.I9th,1939
- h
Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt, : L\ :ﬂ&
afo The White House, ey, - G { s
Washington, D.C. oL 5, 2 ;f oy
k'.t Pt e
J

Dear Mrs. HRoosevely: ; [k P!
i ‘I|. fa -at.'l'
Bt (v
Would you be so kind as to advise a woman,age 55, how
she can obtain justioce and & chence to continue to exist,without going

stark mad during the interim}

Here follows a little of this woman's background as con-
vincing ewidence that she should be accorded the same treatment as others
less gqualified and who, in a great many cases, are better situated finenc
iallys

he was a concert organist and planist, orgen and plano
teacher, has a:ﬁsuan leoture on all schools of music; is an authorijg on
Bach and pre-Bach.

Gave Concerts at Notre lame Univeraity, StiMary's and
Williams Colleges, Fordham University, Manhattan College, and waes the
first one to play the mammoth organ at C.C.N.Y.- and the only woman wker
to do so. She also tried out the organ at C.C.¥.Y for the City Engineers
many years Bg0.

Dates her ancestry back to the first settlers in New Eng-
land,and to others who pioneered in the West and Southwest,all of whioh
means nothing, of course, without membership in some group such as the
Workers Alliance,whioh she has persistently refused to join. Has three
nephews in the ministry. The attached Retter from the Hon. Morris 3.
Tremaine, Comptroller of the State of “ew lork, who selected Miss llason
from & score of teachers to instruct his daughter meny years ago. The
Tremaines will youshhfor this woman as will others.

As already stated, while others, younger and less qualifie¢
persons, better situated financially and with husbands to support them,
are being retained on the Federal Musio Project in the City of “‘ew York
(this &R be verified at anytime) -this woman and others with no means of
earning a living at this time in their professions are dismissed,

Miss Nason's dismissal was UNFAIR and UNRELATED TO EQUITY
to put it mildly. * To permit Federal Music Project supervisora, who are
known never to supervise exoept in huge awivel chairs,to play with the
samity and lives of people is beyond human inderstanding.




aTisTs BELMORE=~O~GRAM

MUBICIANS
is A communication of special importance
FROM
EDITORS LEWIS BELMORE
CLUBS, BOCIETIES Vice President of
RELIGIOUS and The American Artists Protective Association
POLITICAL GROUFPB WASBHINGTON, D. 0, CHICAGO, ILL, NEW YOREK CITY

#g- Mrs. F.D.Roosevelt

Due to a long series of misfortumnes- a father twige:injured,
once seriously,which necessitated an operation and an amputation of his
legt & mother who was an invalid for years from & stroke of paralysis,
this women remained loyal to her parenta.

When theatres went sound and other work was denied her because
of GREY HAIR, she was forced to go on the WPA.. She has been grateful
for this work and aside from teaching has been giving Organ and Plano
recitals and Concerts. She has bronght much happiness and joy to the
poor people of the Farm Colony on Staten Island-(the Poor Farm of New
Yurk] SHE HAS NOT HESITATEZD TO GO INTO THE TUBERCULAR WARDS AT THE
COLONY AND BRING HAPPINESS TC THESE POOR UNFORTUNATES. Her dismissal
affects others- others who are also entitled to a little consideration.

We understand, of course, that your heavy duties and responsibil
ities makes it impossible for you to interest yourself in the misfortunes
of every cltizen in the land,but here is & woman with talent -good school-
ing,deser¥igeof a better fate than to be kicked about because of petty
Jeatausies and 'pldying favorities'.

LB o,

P.0.Box 221,
Station G,
New Tork. City®

Isn't This Traglo:

It has been advanced by Federal Musio Frojeot supervisors that Miss
Hason charge her students, thoae who registered for free tuition, as &
means of keeping her off the Federal Muslio Project.

sn- numbers among &PAME her students Sister of Meroy and a Priest in
a yery poor parish - in the smw-*rmn seotion™of Staten Island. They
ere also expeocted to pay.




Pebruary 17, 1339

Dear Mre.Xerri
| T wonder if you could glve this letter
to somecns in New York wio would handle the gase
syapathetically and try to help.

Ver; eincersly yours,

Secretary to
dra. Hoodevelt

lira. Florsnce ‘lm _
Forks Progres istration
Washington

D.C. L il

“YLT-'Ir,-. S. Y. Riis, Hotel hoodrow, NYC - suip seived end scld in Germnuny
&t the end of her rove and thiucs of suicide - mauts to borrow 200 or £30G,
fler husband Commander TEN (ret,) and ex-navel ntteche lo Rutzia,




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

WALKER-JOHMNEON BUILDING
1734 HEW YORK AVEMUE NW,
WASHINGTON, D, C.

F.C. HARRINGTON {ﬁ

April 3, 1939

Miss Malvina C. Thompason
Seoretary to Mrs. Rocsevelt
The White House

Dear Misa Thompaon:

This is in reply to your letter of February 17
with which you enclosed & communicaticn from Mrs. Elizabeth
Riia of the Hotel Woodrow, 35 West 64 Stroet, New York City,
requesting that we have someone in New York handle this case
sympathetically.

At our request Colonel Somervell has had this case
investignted and reports that on March & Miss Brown of the
Professional and Service Divislon interviewed Commander and
Vrs. Riis at thelr home. Commander Riis was embarrassed
when he learned that his wife had written to Mrs. Roossvelt.
s said that he did not want a loan, since he could plve no
security nor any mssurance that he could pay it back. He
sald he wanted a job, and Miss Brown explained to him the
procedure for seouring reliefl certification for assignment
to the Works Progross Administration.

Commander Riis told Mises Browvm that he had some
Mirong in the fire”and would let her kmow if he was success-
ful in securing private employment. Within a week Miss
Brown made ancther visit to interview Mrs. Rils. Thus far
our New York offles hes not again heard from Commander Rils.

I am returning herewith Mrs. Rlis' letter.

Sincerely yours,

—??mag_ Thn_

Floronoe Kerr
Assistant Administrator

mlqluru
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Merch 4, 19329

Uy doar Mra. Kerr:

Mrs, Roosevelt would approciatoe |
| 1t very much 1f you would Luve this onao |
I irvestigated wnd send her o report Ln 1t, ‘

I

Vury olneerely yoars,

Seoratary to
Mra, Roooovelt

Luycile J. Drisecoll, 219 Church 3t., lartford, Conn. Gives her exverience
with the YPA

Mrs. Florenoce 0. Herr
Works Progress Administration
I'lihihgm. D.C. oo




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW, &
WASHINGTONM, D, C, e

F.C.HARRINGTOMN -
ADRSIE TR ATON
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/ Aprll 3, 18359 L _ g

Miss Malvina C. Thompson L i
-Secretary to Mrs. Roosovelt / - /7
The White House i

Dear Miss Thompson: \

On March 4, 1839 you [orwarded to me a leiter dated
February 28 which you had roceived from liss Lucile J. Driscoll
of 219 Church Streot, Hartford, Comnecticut, who is employsd on
& National Archives Project in Hartford, and reguested that we
investigate Miss Driscoll's case and send you a reporkt,

We have communicated with Mre Vincent J. 3ullivan,
State Administrator in Comnscticut, who reports that the
technical aspocts of Liss Driscoll's work have beon satisfactory.
flowevor, she is possessed of a very sharp tongue, and it AppORTS
that the harm she is doing to the worlks program Ly talking the
way she does far outweighs the editorial contribution she males
to the project on which she works. Miss Driscoll is an assistant
editor and is paid at the rate of & skilled worker which is in
Hartford only one cent an hour less than that paid the professional
workers. Her supervisor does not belisve she is qualified for
rating as professional editer. There is nothing in Hiss Driscoll's
backrround or perasonality which would qualify her for a non-
relief position which would be the only other method of paying
her a hizher salary.

Further, there apoears to be no pround for Miss Driscoll's
charge that her supervisor is a politieal appointec. This person
vas oripinally a rollef case and was promoted to fisld inspector
on his merits. After temporary private employment he oame back
to the WPA program as assistant supervisor at 8110 a month. When
his superior left recently he was made supervisor and receives
$136, not $165 as Miss Driscoll states. He has done a very
satlsfactory plece of work.

I am returning Miss Driscoll's letter. If there are
any further questions, I shall be slad to secure the answers.

Sincerely yours,

Q'/m&.—?g{,g,_

Floronce Kerr
Aselstant Administrabor

Eneclosure




saerctary to

219 Chureh Street
Hartforda, Conn,

Pebruary 28, 18939

} drs. oranklin . Hoosevelt
. Vlashingten, D. C.

Dear iladam:

The writer of this letter 1s a Smith
College graduate of the class of 1916, and a friena for
many years of iilss Baker (now lMrs. Swift), formerly
secretary for almost twenty years for iir. Joseph W,
Alsop of Hartford.

I have read with interest lirs. Rocsevelt's
comments regarding the WPA, and I am going to tell you
something sbout it.

Hera
1893
1310

1916
1918

1918-1922

1928
| 1924-1925
! 1925

1926-1933

g -:13—"‘"!7!'_-.'?'_"“14'- TR i o L

is my history:

Born of Amerlican parentage.

Graduated VWindsor, Conn., High School
Valedlctorian of Class.

B.A. degree from Smith College

Carnegie Endowment for International
Feace, 2 Jackson Place, \lashington,
stenographer and edltor and proof
reader. Assigned to work for lir,
Hunter liller of Colonel House's
Peace Commission. Extremely con-
fidential work, Ir. Miller is now
in the Department of State.

Deputy Clerk and Chief Clerlk,
Juvenile Court, Washington, D. C.
Appointed by Judge Kathryn Sellers.

Speclal work, Department of State.
Hartford Accident & Indemnity Company

Passed Civil Service Stenographer
Examination

Private Secretary for Senlor Vice

grosidant of H:gionnl Fir; Inau::gna
any. Dropped at age of 40

r::gnuud by a girl in the uomﬁlnr.




-2 = February 28, 1939

1933-1938 - Tried to trade in stocclks,

April 25, 1938 - Asaigned to WPA at 50¢ an
hour. HMayor Spellacy tried
to help me obtain work.

May &, 1338 - WPA - 59¢ an hour.

June 20, 1938 - WPA - 77¢ an hour, or {92
a month.

Although I have had an eaucation and business
experience which no other person on this project could
equal (only two other college people have been on it),

I am unable to advence, unless I have some political
influence,

Last summer an Assistant Supervisor was
appointed - a flne gentleman, but a man with practically
no education or experience. He was appointed Supervisor
at a salary of {165 a month with traveling allowance on
February 23rd. He 1a my superior, although he cannot do
the work which is required. He owns hiz home, his wife
has been employed for twenty years, and he is not on a
rellef basis,

I am told that WPA has many instences of this
kind. It 1s seldom, however, that one finds & college
woman in such a predicament as I am in,

Because of my age, I cannot qualify for a
position in Industry or for a Civil Service position.
WPA was created for people in need of work and unable
to obtain it, It was not created for political job-
holders not in need of work, and 1t is unfair when a
person qualified for promotion does not get 1t. It
1s even more unfalr when the person promoted cannct
do the work, and the person ranking lower must do his
work for him,

WWhen I asked for some inatructions con-
cerning the edlting of my work, the Supervisor said
to me: "iiiss Driscoll, if you do not know how to do
this work, we wlll have to get some one here who does."

In other words, "we politiclans are going
to get ours, and we have the money to hire people to
do the work for us, so if you don't do the work, we'll
met some one who can,"

When WPA appropriations are cut, I shall
probably be dropped from the rolls, but a Supervisor
wlll stay on = tiie needy are dronped.




-3 = February 28, 1939

I am giving you this story, because it
is a case which can be checked, !ir, Alsop's formor
secretary, now lira. R, Mosher Swift, North latfield,
ilass,, will give you my complets story.

It is my belief that WPA expsnses could
be reduced without causing hardship by dropping at
once avery non-rellef worker who has sufficient means
to enable him to live comfortably for a year or longer.

L
On my project of 27 persons the elimination
of this $165 1s the equivalent of the elimination of
three small salaries combined. In other words, if the
nan-ialiaf burden 1s removed, the poor and needy may
live

- ilrs. Roosevelt has always dlsplayed such
interest in soclal matters that the thought occurred
to me that some day, in chatting with her, you might
tell her of a WPA incident which cams to your attention.

Very truly yours,
Lucile J. Uriscoll

219 Church Street
Hartford, Conn,




foril 6, 1939 |

Dear Ura. Kerri

brs. Roosevelt acks if you will lavestigate
this case and help iF possible.

Very sincerely yours,

Cecretury to
Mrs. Roodevelt

Mr:. Florence Kerr
Yorics Progress Adainistration
:I.Ehﬁlm

_-F_‘!ﬁn_ er, Seattle, Washington (no street sddress )
Has been of f once and is now threatened again wita dismlasal
bacause of ruling against single people.




F.C.HARRINGTOMN
ATMINISTRATOR

L
H

1
I}|JJ

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION I

WALK ER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 MEW YORK AVENUE NW.
WASHINGTON, D, C.

ally ey 19Z3

miss Jalvina Thompson
Secretoery to lrs. hoosevelt
Tue wihite House

Dear Wiss Thompson:

I anm returning herewith the oripiasl
letter which you senl me on April 5th sddressed
to .rs. Foosevelt by !iiss Edna Theyer, 18:7
Dexter Avenue, Seattle, wWushington, who felt
that her sasignment on the, WPA sewing project
was insecure due to the poegsible reduction ofi
project personnel, i

A8 8 result of cur ilnvestigution I have

vritten agein to idse Theyer snd enclose & copy
of ny lettar.

Sincerely yours,

Assistent Adminlstrator

‘Enclosure




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOMNSSN BUILDING

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE MW,
WASHINGTON, D. C,

F. S, HARRINGTOM

Hay z, 1289

Miss Edua Thayer
1627 Dexter Avenue
Seattls, Washington

Dear Miss Thayer:

On April lith I wrote you scknowledging your
letter to Mrs. Roosevelt calling her sttention to the
situation in which single women on relief find theaselves,

Our report shows thst Jfou sre doing & capable
Job in the sewing room Project and we sppreciste the
efficlency and workmanship of all such personsa ino our

I want to let you know that the situstion
of single women on relief 1s receiving the attention ef -
Mra, Rousevelt and this Adninistrstion, With the limited
funde which saable us to give work suited to the skills
of unemployed women, we often find it necessary to uscertain
relative need sz not all of the unemployed can be provided
for through the works Progrum, 1 want you to understand
too that we are windfyl of the situations faced peraonally
by all workers on our projects, We are doing
possible to carry forward a program to meet the needs of
the uneaployed, snd I am glad to know that you yourself
are helping by doing your own Job so wall,

Sinceroly yours,

Florsnce Kerr
Assistant Administrator

cct Miss Malvina Thompson
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

| WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING

| 1734 NEW YORK AVENUE Nw.

| F.C. HARRINGTOMN r T =
| ACMINEETR AT R Aordl 13, 1939

4 e
= : I /

lirs. Franklin 1. Roosevelt,
The white [fousa, |
Washinerton, B.C. .

Dear ¥rs. Honsevelt:

I
I
I
Attached hereto is a report covering the nandling |
of vour mail received during the period february |
1st through liarch 3lst, 1939. If it is satisiactory |
to you we will furnish vou with such renorts at oaart- |
erly intervals.

Plsase do not nesitats to rale ou:» ‘estions re
the form of report which vou belisve will Tos
valuahle,

L ing
uost

Sinearaly vourf,

Joreme

i

Florancg Lerp:--—
Ssistant Adeinistrator




e

REPORT ON THE HANDLING OF MRS, ROOSEVELT'S MAIL

This report covers 1495 letters received during the period
February 1 through March 51, 18359. All of these letters were written
by women or were concerned with women's problems.

Over half of the letters (850) pertained to employment.

*When they related to WPA employment, assignment to or retention of,

they were referred to the State Works Progress Administrations and
also to the State Directors of Professlonal end Service Projects and
to the Reglonal Supervisors in an effort to bring them to the etten-
tion of all WPA state officials who might be helpful through any
phase of the WPA program. Although not requested, many reports heve
been recelved from state WPA officlals indicating that a number of
women who had been dismissed from WPA work becsuse of eligibility
for Soeciml Security benefits were reinsteted upon revision of the
WPA policy regarding the employment of persong eligible for such
benefita.

Among the 365 letters from women requesting assistance in
securing direct relisf or in having thelr allowances increased, a
noticeable number requested hospitalization. Coples of these letters
were referred to the appropriate relief agencles, or, in some in-
gtances to the State Workse Progress Administrations.

When the writers' requests releted to matters outslide the
jurisdietion of the Works Progress Administration, every effort was
mede to bring them to the attention of appropriate agencles. The
Young Women's Christlan Assocciation of Washington was particularly
gracious in hsndling & letter which was referred to them for ald in
obtaining & moderately priced housekeeping apartment for an elderly
widow. That Assoclation not only furnished addresses of sultable
places, but expreseged willingness to cooperate at any time.

There were over 100 letters requesting Mra. Hoosevelt to
donate or lend money, to send discarded wearing apparel, to provide
hope chests, to purchase or asslst in the sele of hand-work, and
to advise in regard to personal problems, usually concerning broken
homes.

In appealing to Mre. Roosevelt for ald meny women ex—
pressed heartfelt appreciation of, and confidence in, her interest
in thelr problems. As one young Negro woman of Atlanta, Georgis,
put 1t, "Even though I m&y never have word of any sort from you,

I wish to thank you for showing those of us who are coming along
the way in these bewlldering times, how fine a woman can be."




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINIST RATION

WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVEMUE MW,
WASHINGTON, D. C,

F.C. HARRINGTOMN

ADMINIETRATON

May 15, 1939

3

Mrs. Elesnor Rocaevelt
The White House

Dear Mrs. Moosewvelt:

1 am enclosing a copy the report which
has been forwerded to me abou » Cora Jones, of
Knoxville, Tennessee, who wrots you th
regarding her destitute situation, Her letter to
you is returned herewith. Mrs, Jones' circumstences,
&5 stated in her letter, are true.

From the communication received by us, trans-
mitting the report, I understand that Mrs, Jones
is currently certified for WPA epployment and is
awaiting assignment. I am asking our State Office
to do poBsible to see that some agsistance
is given to her.

Enclosures

A AR TSR




Knorville
Way 2, 1839

Mrs, Loulse St, John Taylor

Asslstant State Director

Division of Employment RBe: fora Jones
Stahlman Tuilding

Washville, Tennessese

Dear Vrs, Taylor:

At your request a thorough investigation on the
above case has been made by our own special staff and con-
ditions as stated in the letter from Yrs. Jones are very
true.

¥re. Jones, a son Charles mged 17 years, and a
daughter aged 15 years, are living at the present in a con-
demned house for which no rent is charged, The house is
in such poor state of repairs that it is hardly habitable,
the roof lesking in every room and the foundatlon wesltenling
in seversl places, It has not been possitle for this family
to obtain better living quarters becsuse of thelr inability
to pay rent, Charles, the son, does earn a few dollars
each month from odd Jobs but this is used in the purchase
of food to supplement surplus commodities lssued by the
State Welfare Department. This does not glve the fomlly
an adequate food supply.

The Famlily Welfare Buresu, the clty reliefl agency,
has glven assistance to this family over & period of years,
but discontinued aid September 1938 becsuse ¥rsz. Jones
falled to cooperate with that agency In working out a plen
for her future. Wras, Jones married a man mich beneath her
in the social standards and for this resson is hesitant to
accept ald from her own family, The son, Cherles, ls in-
corrigible and it has been recommended that he be placed in
a8 training school and then Mrs, Jones and her dsushter live
with Mre., Jones'! sister, Mrs. Tulton, Wra, Fulton has -
offered to do enything for her sleter, talting full responsi-
tility for her support and thet of her neice, however she
w%ill not asllow Charles in the home. Mrs, Jones allowe her
husband from whom she has been separated since Wovember 1838,
to return to the home on various occasions and Mra. Fulton
wonld not consider this if her sister lived in her home.




¥rs. Loulse St. John Teylor

Mr, Jones lives in a shack on ths river benk and mukes no
contribution to the support of the femily, only managing
to ecere for his own needs by juniking and fishing.

The sltuation of this family is tregic send it is
certainly true that employment is needed in the home. COne
can't help but feel that ¥rs. Jones has become so discouraged
over her enviromment thst she hes ceaged to core and yet if
given employment and a steady income she certainly would
make an effort to establish her home end maintain the standard
of living to which she had been accustomed tefore her reverses
of the past four yeers.

If more information 1s desirad we will be glad to
be of any further asslstance,
Yours very truly,
Signed ¥ 1", Palton

(Mrs.) Martha ¥, Pelton
Area Soclel Torkor

YuP-CHP
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1w, Route #2, ¢/o Mra., Ruth Park, Rockwell, N.C. L
» - - - 1“
sbands relatives who are eruel and mean 'Eumu:d har'- Husband :E,r::zzns

her if she doasn't pet & job - Health broken, estao, |

Jure 15, 1929

P \ ;'/ ' j

My dear Mra, Karr:

Mrs. Roocaevelt would eppreciate |
1t 4f you would send some one to vielt thia |
woman to 8ize her up and ses what the situation |
is, Mrs. Hoocsevelt will try to help her 1f she |
should be helped. |

Very ainoersly yours, |

Seoretary to
Mra, Roosevelt

i i)

-

stration
Washington, U.C. , =




X'J % Y L
y FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY ;
] WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
| 1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
WASHINGTON, D, C.
F.C. HARRINGTOMN
COMMIBRIGHER GF wORE PFAGJECTE

July 17, 1939

Miss Malvina Thompson
Secretary to Mra. Roosevelt
The White House

Dear Miss Thompson:

On June 15th you forwarded to me a letter
from Mrs, Verna Davis, of Rockwell, North Carolina,
asking for Mrs. Roosevelt's uaiatmnn in obtaining
employment .

This case was referred to the State WPA
Employment Division which is handling an investigation
through the Area Sociel Worker in the wvicinity in
rder to determine 1f WPA asalstance can be given

Mrs, Davlis. Aa soon as a further report is received
shall write you again so that if 1% is not possible
employ Mrs. Davis in the WPA Mrs, Roosevelt can

ve the nthr her personal econsideratisn on the basis
our repd

REeg"e

Bin raly

i

m-

tant Muj.mar




| FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

F.C.HARRINGTOMN
COM ISR OF WA FROICTE

“ July 51, 1989

Uiss Malvina Thowmpson
Secretary to Mra, Roosevelt
The Whits House

Dear Miss Mml

With refersnce to the cese of
Davis[of Rockwell, North Carolina,
about whom we g & preliminary report on

July 17, 1929, I am attaching copy of & report
ldliuhhanbunamttoua I am alao attaching
a copy of our reply to Mrs, Davis's letter of
Juns 15 to Hras, mevelt.

Sincerely yours,

W/m

stent Commisasioner




July 51, 1859

Mrs, Yerna Dayig

Young Women's Christian
dssociation

Greensboro, North Carolina

Dear Mra, Davia:

Mrs, Boosevelt has llhdlntnhpi.rtu
your letter to her of June 15, 1959 iq which you
Tequested aid in securing work,

Inu-ﬂ‘brttnh of assistance to you
we asked pur Adainistration in North Carelins to
refear your lettsr to the sroper 8gency for inveoti-
Il‘l‘-iﬂn-

A report has Just reached us thet you wre
now living with Jour sister at tha Y.N.C.A, ip

Gresnsborg lerthﬂlmlm,inrhinhcﬂarmm
now llplq;d 88 a beauty parlor operator,

¥eo sre glad that you have been able to

solve your probles in #0 satlsfactory ¢ menner, and
shall let Mrs, Roosevelt know sbous your employment,

Sincerely yours =

Florence Kerr
Aesistant Conndssionar

- MU R e




duly 28, 199

(¥rs.) May B, WI Ddrester

4
4+
T




P Albemarle, North Caroling
Y/ef July 22, 1939

Concerning;

Mrs. Verna Davig

Route # 2, Rockwell, N, o,
% Mrs, Ruth Park

Miss Chloris Eallum, Assooiate
Director Baployment Division
Work Projects Administration
Raleigh, North Caroling

Dear Miss Kellum:

In reply to your letter of Juns 30, 1939, requesting that
we make & report on the mbove poraon we wish to advise that before
attempting to vieit Mrs, Davie we thought it wige to contact Attorney
C. P. Barringer whom Mra, Davis had given as g reference,

Mr., Barringer in helping us to know something of Mra, Davig?
problem told us practically the sams thing that Mrs. Davis had written
in har letter to Mrs, Roosevelt and in addition to this gave us infor-
mation regarding her employmant record and financial situation at this
ttmh

several years had amployment with the Southern Bell Telephone Company,
positions ranging from regular operator tg supsrvisor, her work being
satisfactory so far as he knew, She worked with ths telsphone conpany
in 8alisbury, Charlotte, and Greenville, South Carclina, She also owned
and operated a beauty parlor, having taken a courss in cosmatology,

We understand that during the time she was employed she was
able to save a right good amount of money. At the time of her marriage
she had two or three thousand dollars in the bank as well a8 a number
of shares of telephone stook which paid her well,

She seemed to have lived a very useful life and due to tha
fact that she had been rather disappointed in her own Tamily situation
after her mother's death, had great ambition to establish a homs of her
own in which there would be a great deal of satisfaction for her,

It seems that about five yeurs ago she married Mr, Davis,
a fartery who lived on an undivided eetate, thers hbeing several brothers
and sisters interested in the income derived from the farm,




Even though ur, and Mrs, Davig lived in the olg home alone hig
sisters did not hesitate 4o come back at any time and chanze tie
entire arrangement of the house to suit themselves and ridicule
Mrs, Davis in BVery way possible, This, together with tha faot
that Mr. Davis uged Mrs, Davigt® money to operate the farm, nesver
repaying her, but at the end of the year dividing the income and
Produce from the farm with these brothera and sisters brought
about a cauplets nervous breakdown for Mrg, Davis, It peems that
she was not allowed to do anything to improve the appearange of
the home and wag guided entirely by the husband ang relatives,

At the time of the nervous breakdown, she was, according to ur,
Barringer, confineqd to Broad Oskas Institution, During tiis break-
down 1t seems that she wrote several anonyuous lettars threatening
and abusing the character of different People because gha thought
these people wers Persecuting her, For g long while it wae not
kmowm who was writing these letters but an investigation by the
Department of Justice revealed that it was being dons by Mrs., Davig,
She wag brought to trial and is now on probation by Federal Court,

We later made a home vid t in order to talk with Mra,
Davis and explain to her that the Work Projects Administration ie
set up to relieve sconomic need and thgt %s would be unable tg help
her in the present situation, We wers unable to find Mra, Davia at
home and from the appearanage on the outside she had not been thers
for several wesks, We inquired of her whereabouts from g neighbor
who stated that Mrs. Davis had beasn in Greensbore, North Caroclina,
for six wesks,

Following this visit we decided 1t would be wall to
talk with Mrs, Ruth Pack, Rt. # 2, Rockwell, N, G, this being the
address given by Wrs, Davis, Mrs, Park, who is a sister of Mra,
Davis, stated that Nrs. Davie is now living with her slster in the
Y. W. 0. 4, in Greensboro, North Carolina., She ig employed at g
beauty parlor in that eity and ura, Park is of the opinion that
she will remain thers indefinitely ang probably will nevar retum
home under the present circumstances, Mras, Park stated that Mra,
Davis was not in financial need at all, still having & good amount of
money which had refused to give to her husband, This, in Mra,
Park's opinion, was the reasan for the estrangement of the two,

We are sorry that we were unable to contact Mys, Davis
but we feel that ghe has made, through her @m efforts, what she
feels, is a solutim to her problem,

Bincerely Yours,

(Mies) Eloise E. Banning
Area 8ocial Worker
Area B8 WPA Albemarle,N, C.

UBG1h ; BY: Mre. Mary B. Goforth
cot Mies Attawa L, Dixon Fleld 8ooial Work Representative




June 30, 1939

Dear Uras. KEerr:

’L Nrs., Roosevelt has had & letter from
Urs. Sallie Cartwell, 3323 Weat 62d Street,
cago, is, who 15 eaployed on & sewing

nroject, Ure. Cartwell is grateful for the
work that has becn given her, but she seems to
be capable of holding & better job, She says
that just a 1ittle better job would snve her
and her flﬂilﬂ"t

Mrs, Roosevelt does not know, of course,
=hether you can do anything in this caze, but
is bringing ‘lra. Certwell's name to your atten-
tion for any consideration that can be given Ber.

Very sincersly youra,

Secretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt

Urs, Florence Eerr i —
Works Progress Administration
Washington, D.C, ; 0
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‘4}( FEDERAL WORKs AGENCY
,_ WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

1734 MNEW YORK AVENUE MW,
WA-‘II-IINGTEN. oo,

F.cC. HARRINGTON
v b W OF woRn EmoscTy

Awgust 5, 19339

¥iss Malving g, Thompson

Becmtﬂry to Mrs, Roosevalt
The White House

Dear Miag Thumpsant

We are attaching hereyith o
| report on Mra, Sallie g

Street, Chicago, 111
us on June 30, 19zg,

From this report it does not Appear
likely that

cean be dons tg Improve
Mra, Cartwell's condition at the “resent time, |

Sincercly Yyours,

i gmf%

Assistant Oomnissionap

s e b e A RN v




COPY
bk

fWork Projecta Administration
for Illinois
222 West North Benk Drive
Chicago, Illinois

July 28, 1939

Mrs, Florence 5, Kerr
Assistant Commissicner

Work Projects Administration
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mrs. Kerr:

In answer to your letter of July 7 in which you re-
quest information regarding the possibility of giving
further assistance to Sally Cartmell, 5344 W, G2nd
Flace, Chicego, Illinois, we have the atteched re-
port from Mr. H. K. Seltzer, Director, District 5,
which is self explenatory.

Sincerely yours,

/8/ Mary Gillette Moon

Director, Professionel and
Service Division




Copy i Works Progress Administration |

bk

w ; ———— —— Ty

Illinols
Date July 74, 1939

To: MNary Gillette Moon, “tate Directer
FROM: H. K. Seltzer, Virector, Vistrict #3
Subject: Project #20,035, CARTMELL, Sally - Ident. #1413-31936, 5344 W. €2nd Place

In reply to your memorandum dated July 1lth, 1939, we wish tc make the following
report.

Mrs. Uartmell was assigned to the Sewing Project on March 14, 1952 as a seamstress,
1t the time of her original interview she beceme i(ulte emctional and extremely
talkative, relsting the circumstances which forced her to become & reliefl ‘client
and leter a W.P.A. worker.

At this time Mrs, Cartmell mentioned that she had been under medicel supervision
for & deficiency of = glanduler extraction and that she waz not in perfect physical
condition. She felt that she would not be &ble to sit and sew, and shen she was
asked to present a medical statement, became juite excitable and ssked the inter-
viewer "to forget I ever mentioned it."

On March 16, 1939 Mrs, Cartmell was epproached sbout the medicel stetement, She sd-
vised that the Rush Medical College Clinle nurse would call the project and give &
verbal report of her condition, We have not recelved a report to date.

On March 20, 1959 Mre, Yartmell came to the Personnel Department and asked to be
transferred from Room 308C, where she was handsewing, as she refused to sit at a
teble with negro workers, She stated that she was reared in the South and beceuse
of this, could not bring herself to associate with colored workers, She also
cormented ebout Jewish workers and the feet they, together with the negroes, momo-
polized the jobs on the Sewing Project.

Mrs, Cartmell refused to listen to any explanation of the situstion end beceme mildly
hysterical, meanwhile mentioning that she had connectlons with Mayor Kelly, Mr.

¥iner and the Chicego newspepers, and she was compiling informontion ebout the Sewlng
Project which would "blow the whole thing open”.

In sddition to her other complaints, she felt the conditions under which she was
forced to work were very bad and she objected to the drinking and toilet facilitles,
as well a&s to seving for people on relief es she felt it was e "weate of taxpayers'
money".

About one month ago Mrs, Cartmell was placed in a porteble machine room, where she
is operating a machine, She iz coneldered s good seamstress. Nrs, Cartmell has
not registered any complaints eince March end et the present time appears to have
made & setisfactory edjustment. She will not be eligible for a reclassification
until she jualifies for placement on & power machine and until there are power
mechines vacancies to which she can be referred.

H. K. Seltzer, Director

Fy: Margaret y, Hedge
Supervising Projact Technician




F.C. HARRINGTOM
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July 15, 1939

.r"\. r?I ‘ P

A \ 1

Pr==r}

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt ol o2
The White House (|l__..'"{ % (
Fﬁﬂmﬂmnj D. C. l

Dear Mrs. Roogevelt:

As promised in our letter to you of April 13,
we are sending you a report covering the handling of
mail received durlng the period April lst through
June 30th, 1939.

It is especially interesting to note that
in this mail even semli-invalids msked for suitable
employment or work to do at home, rather than direct
ralief.

Sincersly yours,

Iy (%

ance Kerr
Assistant Commissloner

Attachment




July 15, 19%9

Mrg, Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Fashington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Roosavelt:

As promised in our letter to you of April 13,
we are sending you a report covering the hendling of
your mall received during the perled April lst through |
June 30th, 1939.

It is especially intereesting to nmote thet
in this mell even semi-invalide meked for sultzble
employment or work to do st home, rather than direct
ralief.

Binecerely yours,

Florance Kerr
Apsistent Commissloner

Attachment




SECOND QUARTERLY REPORT ON HANDLING OF
MRS. ROOSEVELT'S MAIL

During the three-month period of April, May, and June,
1539, ¥rs. Roosevelt's mil referred to Mrs, Eerr for reply contained
over 2150 letters.

0f these, approximately 1350 related to WEA employment -
requests for assignment, reassigmment, or retention of - and were
referred to the State Works Progress Administrations, State Directors
of Professional and Service Projects, and to the Chief Regional
Supervisors for attention.

More than 450 letters made direct appeals for relief or
such assistance as medical aid and free transportation available
only through relief authorities. Letters requesting employment COR
relief were included in the figure for employment, since almost
imvariably work was sought in preference to relief. It is interesting
to note that even semi-invalids have asked for suitable employment
or work to do at homs,

Over a hundred requests were received for aid or information
uut»lid-thnlﬂmﬂl-mhnruluuﬁmlm&m-paml
institutions, veterans' pensions, and farm security aid - in which
cases acinowledgments and referrals were made when appropriate,

About 125 letters comtainad appeals to Mrs. Roosevelt
for special aseistance - to give or lend money, to send clothing—
including infants' layettes—to purchase or aid in selling hand-work,
and to make personal visits or advise on personal problems. Requests
rwuuwummdmm:rmm-rm.




Septexber 26, 1939

Dear MUrs. Kerri

Hra. _E:-nlt agks thut you do what
you can to help Mra. . {l_qul_'-___?}!qcl_un, the writer of
the enclosed letter. She has told Mrs. Thomas
that everything possible will be done,but that
becanse the lists are so long in New York it is
bord to replace all those who have been lald of
the W.P.A, rolls.

Very sincerely yours,

SBecretary to
Mra. Roocsevelt

i nerneltor
1734 New York
Washington

' n-cl




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

173 NEW YORK AVEMUE MW,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

F.C. HARRINGTOMN
L R e s A t‘F
i

October 3, 1939

Mss Malvina C. Thompson |
Secretary to Mrs. Hoosevelt
The Thite louse

Dear Miss Thompson:

This is in reply to your letter of September
26, 1939, enclosing one sent to Mrs, Roosevelk from
lirs. Jaye Thomas, c/o 112 Park Avenue, New York City,
in which she requests assistance in cbtaining reinstate-

ment to the Art Project of the Vork Frojects Administra-
tion,

I am as my representative in the Reglonal
Office to look into the case, and everything possible -
will be done to help Mrs., Thomas, However, the guota
oject in New York City has been drastically
t may not be possible to find a place for her,

As soon as 1 have a report you will be informed.

Sincerely yours,

ce Kerr
Assistant Commissioner
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gaptember 18, 1939.

yre. Franklin D. Roossvelt
Wnite House ¥
wWasliington, D.C. }

i

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

1 wonder if you will remember me. I worked with you with
the League of Women's Voters in the 1920's. That is a long time aon,
but I ueed to be in the office daily and saw Yyou Almoet every day. At
that time 1 had a very fiae place in society, excellent standing, social
and finaneial. I had a lovely young daughter, and my husband was alive,
I nhave lost them bath by death in the last faw years, a.d for more than
twa years I have had a W.P.A. job, and of gourse, was eliminated by the
woodrum law.

I have been off the job since August 9th, and am trying to
get it back again. While I had the job 1 got alon: very well. The
work T did was very hard, teaching art to children, but I managed %o
1ive comfortably, and with a great deal of dignity and self-resnact, be-
cuuse I felt I earnsd the money, but when I lost the job, I had to mnVe.
of course, I c-uldn't stay without that income.

tiow I am in a dingy little room in a ronming house in a side
street, waiting for the relief bureasu to certify my relief status, so 1
gan atart this struggle to get my jobt back, or & job. I broke my hip
in a fall a few years ago. 1 am very lamas, walk witli a cane, and 1t ie
hard for me to get arcund. I am not asking you to endoree me, Urs.
Roosevelt, that would Be too much 1o ank of you, and besides, they have
investigated again and again, and the W.P.A. has inveatigated me again
and again and again, so they know all about me, and they know my work.

I am & very competent artist and a good teacher. The children's
art under me was very delightful, and we got along berantifully. It is
the only thing I know and the only thing I candn. I have given my whnle
life to the study oif art, I am too old to get on the regular teacher's
staff, over the age limit, but they were very glad ts have me while I
was on the W.P.A.

1f you feel you can sand them or me a measage of any kind that
will help me out of the miserable situation I am in, T w-uld appreciate
it and bs so grateful to you, Mrs. Roosevelt. I will be completely de-
moralized if I have to stay here much longer.

Thanking you for your kindness and courtesy, I am,

M #M Very respectfully,

S e ) . Hla,

/?AWM Lot MME&
M’uﬂ&d PP e

o




WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION |

)+le
| ' TR ‘)& FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

1734 HEW YORK AVENUE NW.

7 1-7‘, | WASHINGTON, D, C,
| F.C. HARRINGTON November 25, 1939

Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The White House

Dear Miss Thompacn:

This is with further reference to
Mrs. Jaye Thomas, 112 Park Avenue, New York City,
who wrote Mrs. Roosevelt on September 18, 1939,
requesting assistance in obtaining reinstatement
on the Work Projects Administration Art Project
in New York City.

In my letter to you of October 28, I
informed you that Mra, Thomas was reassigned as a
teacher on Cctober 8. I regret that this informa-
tion was incarrect, as & recent repart from the
repional office in New York City states that
g« Thomas was reassigned on November 20, The
delay in this reassignment is regrettable indeed,
due no doubt to the drastic reducticn in quota
which this project was forced to sustain.

5

Sincerely yours, o
¢
'{f-(iﬂggl ; e
for
Flarence Kerr

Assistant Commissicner




Octobar Pd, 1939

-
D’“{E?“Jﬁ%t-—'x
I have another mote fr George Marvin
ho seems to be receiv & usual run around
on recertification in Virginia.

He keeps relterating what be s.ys in his
second paragraph of the letter whica 1 encluse
and toat is primarily why I am sending it to
you,

Wn:t 1s {uur own opinlion of the adminlstrative
personnel on the WPA? I woull mot take his
word for it as he is not a rellable person,

but mot naving a line in print in a sriters!
project after four years of w.ri seems to me

a pretty serious indictment of the project,

and if it is true tnat the stuff 1s loaded
with people who do not need the work, that also
Zoes not seem juite fair,

I know you will know the rizhts and wrongs
of tnis situ tion, sbd I nops you will let
m2 have the facts.

Cordially yours,




! CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA

Cetober 21le8t, Saturday.

Degr Eleanor;

In case anythlng should happen toc me [ want you
to have evldence that I have done everything I could to
find some mepns of self-support after being cut off from
the WP4 on August 15th., And, inpemuch ae oy oere say=-so
dosen't matter much any more, I['m taklng the liberty of
enclosing these ten documentary proofs of what I trust
may lmpress you as intelligent efforts to meet a wall
nigh hopeless sltuastlion. VILL YOU BE 50 KIND AS TO HEAD
THEM ONE BY ONET ACTUALLY READ THEIM? IF YOU CAN SPAHE
THE FEW MOMENTS FROM YOUR CROWDED DAY3%7? AND THEN ABK
YOUR SECRETARY TO SEND THEM BACK TO ME? PLEASE DO.

¥You see, in every caee, it haa been one atead
etrepn of negation and defept. PBut for you, I shoul
have been lodt and gone irretrievably. Yrs Richardson's
letter (WPA) merely records the mechandécal act of what
la, I am I-I.I.'I"'!, B ﬂtplnrl'hli Bt.ata enterprise. (Four
d in in at_to show for

ay ¢
cnu 6o nearly ldentlcal wlth my own a6 to b uncenny.
I have written to Jay Franklin to thank him for the falr-
ness of his dally column---a8 coposed to the pontifiwal
Lippman and the libelous Feglar eto., eto,---=snd to glve
him some additlonal facte on how the “hriétian objectives
of the WPA are coneletently defeated in virginlia.

It was nice to read of David Gray at Hyde Park. e
ware good friends at one time. I've alwaye liked him,
I've been laid up with bronohitis which may condons some
of the undercurrsnt of this letter. I had to sell poor
old "Mary Portable" Reminzton, my falthful scribe these
last four years, and thls bosrowed machine does not respond
to my unfamiliar hands. Forgive ite defects and my own.
All I'u got left now i the cyclone cellar and NMies Maude
but I'm lucky to have anything at all and owe most of it
to you. I don't expect you would condescend to come to
808 me here----though you have gone down in mineg=-==sg
I don't expect I shall get a glimpse of you when you visit
Charlottesville next month. It would give me Bo much
real and enduring pleasurs just once more to have you my
gusst for luncheon or teal Hot a soul but Mieos Yaude el
would know and my bombeproof hai itsa own entrance and is
mlul a from the rest of the house. I have my meals

waloome,like a starving man, the very rare visitor

'lho drops in,

g T o




+

Novesber 25, 19%9

Dear Mra* Kerr

tiré., Foosevelt asied me to send you
this letter for invesitgation. IF the LIS T
cannot help end the nesd of thig femlly 1s
genuine, will you let lrs. Roosevelt kuow?

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Hra. hlmlt
e
forks Projec tration

nlhim. D.c.

Mrs, Lois Uarris, Box 103, Cuthbert, Geo. - writes to Mr:. loosevelt
at Warm Springs. asking for clothes for her two young children,




i e [0

| My dear Mrs. Eerr

you so much for obtaining |
Mrs. Boosevelt deeply apprecintes your

having this ouse investigeted,
Very sincerely yours,

Seoretary to
Mra. Roosevalt

Mrs. Floreme Oy Kepr
Work Frojeots nistration




( L J* -:—
| E
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
WASHINGTOM, D. C.

s December 15, 1939

Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The White House

Dear Miss Thompsoni

In response to your request of Octeber 11, 1939, for
someone to investigate the case of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Rohde, Cays,
Illinois, we asked our State Administration to look into the
matter,

We are informed that lr. and Mrs. Rohde live with thelr
dauphter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Coyle, on a 70-acre farm
near Gays which the Coyles are buying. It appears that the two
families are living together not through necessity for reducing
expenses, but rather because of their mutual desire. They are a
thrifty, stable, hard working, middle-class family definitely above
the relief or assistance level and it is apparent that the family
has sufficient resources which would make them ineligible for re-
lief, which they had no intention of requesting when lrs, Rohde
addressed her letter te Mrs. Hoosevelt.

Shortly after they moved to their present home Mr. Rohde
incurred a severe injury through a fall. Leakage orf the heart had
been evident since this injury and he was no longer able to do hard
worlk. Realizing that Mr. Rohde would be much happier if he could
do even light work such as that performed by watchmen or foremen on
various WFA jobs in the wvicinity, Mrs. Rohde wrote to Mrs, Roosevelt
in the hope that her husband might be able to secure such work on a
nen-relief basis.

Under the above circumstances, Mr. Rohde could not qualify
for WPA work. This was explained to Mrs. Rohde and her daughter, who
understocd the situation. The Rohdes are looking forward to the time
when they will be eligible, by virtue of age, for old age assistance.
They have been informed by & representative of the Farily Welfare




Miss Malvina C. Thompson -2 December 15, 1939

Association that if need aros

e at some future time, application might
be made to that agency,

. We are glad to have been able to furnish lrs. Roosevelt
with such complete information on this famdily.

8incerely yours,

C.E. [nigas

C. E. Triggs
Fer

Florence Kerr
Assistant Commissioner







- s o )

e @“‘?%a PRy o

. ﬁﬂm yj«& ﬁx&f& ﬂf’l
j T 67 e Aot el Qnr 47-!_4&‘ _
L ?:../J/f?%/a/mé.,; o I
- N&Z /l‘z;;é ﬁ_ﬂ I//::j.th

LN © Setna M;r_ ffl e
R (T - T réﬁyL 2, :
- 'f;i_j:aﬁ n--'f- Aﬂ‘? MW
W ol Suead Cornl
aﬂi/i:{ AT

S e B S ;
TR i
22 B P A
- ger 12 ¥ -
| o'
[
5 ~ VP =




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. |
WASHINGTON, D. C. |

F.C. HARRINGTOMN
COM ISR OF WORE FEQECTE

1.0 January 19, 1940 :
.
J

Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The White House

Dear liiss Thompson:

In reply to your letter of November 25, 1939, re- |
questing us to investigate the family of krs. Lois Horris, -
Koute 3, Box 103, Cuthbert, Ceorgla, who wrote to ps.
foosevelt for assistance, we have had a report from our
Administrator in Georgia.

The State Department of Public Velfare, wiiich -
made the investipation of the Morris family, states that
Mrs. Morris and her husband, Walter Morris, live on the |
farm of Mrs. M. C. Ingram in Handolph County. Pr. Morris
has operated one plew on Mrs. Ingram's farm for the last
three years. They have two children, a girl aged nine, and
a boy aged five. Due to poor cropplng conditions, this
family received a flood relief check on December 13, in the
amount of $15,00, ‘They wlll receive two additional checks,
one in Junuary and one in February, which, it is hoped, will
to a certain extent, meet the needs of the family.

The Morris family has not been certitied to UPA.

Sincerely yours,

e

8 nerr
Assistant Commissioner
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January 20, 1940

Dear Mrs. Kerri

Mra. Roosevelt was interested to see
the letter from the Aaministritor in "Msacurd
and she reud the guotations frem the letters
Irom the boys at sfontaine with anpreciation.
She acked me to thank vou for sending thea on
to her.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mrs. Foosevelt

Urs. Florence Kerr
¥York Projects Administration
‘m“’n. b-ni G




o o
X FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVEMUE RS,
WASHI NGTQN.. D.C,

F.C. HARRIMNGTON
Lo BB OF WA FRCACTE

January 18, 1940

$ \

g
Mrs. Franklin D. Reosevelt \fﬂ ¥
The White House

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I think you will be interested ard
amused by the enclosed copy of a letter from
our Administrator in Missouri, quot from letters
written by the resident boys at Belle ontaine
Farms, Mssourd, following your visit there,

We are glad to know that you made
good with the boys down therel!

Sincerely yours,

Aee .l

Assistant Commissioner




COPY

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS AIMINISTHATION
B. M. CASTEEL Jefferson City, Missouri
| State Administrator

I' . Mrs. Florence S. Kerr
Asgistant Commissioner, WFA
1734 New York Avenue NI,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs, Kerr:

During Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt's visit to Missouri in
November, 1939, she visited the Bellefontaine Farms, an insti-
tution based on the cottage plan provided by the City of 5t.
Louis for delinquent boys, at the invitation of Mrs. Hynes.
The trip was made on Sunday afterncon while the Missouri Music
Froject presented a concert for the resident boys. After the
program was completed, Mrs. Roosevelt addressed the boys, and
the following day the boys wrote these remarks:-

"I think it is a great honor to s to such a lady
of high standards." - Leroy Frakes te)

"I enjoyed the talk Mrs. Roosevelt gave us about the
responsibllity of America that lies on us." - Solomon
Koonce (Colored)

"Mra. Roosevelt, I want to thank you for your visit
to tEu]bu;ﬂr at Bellefontaine Farms." - Edward Hubert
(White

"5he told us a story that proved that Kings, or
Presidents don't think themselves better than anybody
else.” — Isadore Branch (Colored)

"I liked her because she wanted her picture taken with
us boys." - Orvall Green (Colcred)

"I was impressed by not seeing her loaded down with
Jewels." - Williem Spraggins (Colored)

"She told us we sang "God Bleass America", best of all."
Victor Murray (Colored)

"The I saw Mrs. Roosevelt was the happlest
I've mm.' - Kenneth Quest (¥hite) L

"She said some day we may become useful citizens of
the United States." - Edward Bolden (Coclored)




Mrs. Florence 5. Kerr -2 January 10, 1940

"I like the way she speaks."” - James Paris (Colored)

"She told us she likes boys because she had four
boys of her own." - Edward Kalapinski (White)

"Tt was of her to come to see us." - James Paris
(Colared

"According to her, the boys of today are not only the
future men, but future citizens of America. She said
each boy is himself the maker of a good or bad citizen.”
Frank Harper (Colored)

"Mrs., Roosevelt spoke about our country, and the im-
portance of our keeping out of war., I think it was

a nice talk and hope that she comes again.m - Clarence
Davis (Colored)

"I notice that she didn't act very important, but as
though she were a good friend." - Joe Knorr (White)

"She was dressed and acted just like other women of
the United States of America." - Lester Clay (Colored)

"irs, Roosevelt could have gond to some other scheol,
but instead of that she came to see the of Belle=-
fortaine Farms." - Walter Johnson (Colored

"Mra. Roosevelt's visit was a shock to me at first,

because I did not kmow her from any other lady, and I
thought that she would wear silks, satins, and all kinds of
Jewelry. GShe seems to be an ordinary person, although

I know she is above in rank and everything, but acts

the same. 5She is & very refined amd joyous lady." -

Emory Penny (Colored)

"The way Mrs. Roosevelt smiled and shook hands with
some of the boys impressed me more than amything." -
Wesley Sanford (Colored)

"I can go home and say, "I've seen Mrs. Roosevelt and
lots of other kids didn't." - Jas, Kessler (White)

"She walked in with a big smile." - Isiah Smith
(Colared)

"She wore & red coat with a black felt hat." - Thomas
Morgan (Colored)

"One of the main points that she made was to give
thanks to our Country and to God for living in a
free country." - Curtis Washington (Colared)




"I don't think the President himself could use better
English." = Leo Iyles (Colored)

| |
|
| Mrs. Florence 5. Kerr -3 = January 10, 1940
|
|

| We felt that you would like Mrs. Roosevelt to lmow how much
the boys of Bellefontaine Farms appreciated her visit, and there

} + was no way we could explain better than to quote from their

| letters. -

|

|

|

|

I
Yours very truly, !
I

(Signed) B, M. Casteel |
Adninistrator |




May 14, 1940 i

Dear Mrs, Ferr:

I am enclosing a letter which
Mrs. Roosevelt has Just received, and
she would appreciate it if you cculd
have scmecne see this woman. The
rug she sent 1s one of the amall bed-
slde type and was very neatly done.
Mrs. Noosevelt has written to tle
woman and is returning the rug.

Wiith many thanks,
Very sincerely yours,
mds

Secrctary to
Mrao. Roosevelt

Mraz. Florence Kerr

Works Progress jdministration
\'ashington, D. C.

SN2 Lels Taliaton-

L




| FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY ; g .
| WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION e
1734 HEW YORK AVEMUE MW,

| F.C.HARRINGTOMN
COMHLIOMER OF WOAT FASICTE

June 18, 1940 \ |
2

ldss Lalvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Nrs. Hoosevelt
The shite LHouse

' Dear Yiss Thompsons

- This is in recly to your letter of Tay 14,

| 1940, transmitting a letter from rrs. Lels Taliaierro,

' 17 Froudfit Street, vadison, iisconsin, to irs.
noosevelt,

A report from cur State Administration in
Wisconsin informs us that this family, consistine of
Mr, and lrs. Teliaferro and three children, have been
known to relief agencies since 1932. [r. Taliaferro
is presently emplayed lgy WFA as & janitor, earnins
48,10 per month. The family also recelvis supple-
mentary relief from the Ladison Helief Department.

Cur regulations meke it imposasibile for us

to render assistence to lirs. Taliaferro in marietines
the rugs which she maltes at home. |

Sincerely yours,

1 E[W“""" ['d-’“-"k

hesistant Comuissioner ‘

Enclosure |
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L Septeaber 5, 1940 -

| Dear Urs, Karry =p
I an ng a letter froa Ups, |
_ Van Rens 318 North 7th Strest,
Newark, New Jersey. Mrs, Rooscvelt asks if |
' there is any chanes of getting Mra, 11 |
back in the T.P.A. work, for which she scems |
to ba well gualified,

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Hrs, R-caevelt

\
| : irs., Florence Kerr- ~
Work Projects Administration.
| m.n-u- u

. oniTA

| Trught handicrafts/since her husbands death . dad snricus sceident, cut for
| 2 years. Then taught for 1B menths in public schools. "ants jcb as

teacher of sany subject - was a designer of cilico in previcus r-ars,
Brother John T, 5111 "luckless victim of the Rocsevell sute nechidentt,




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 27, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR3S. ROCSEVELT

I do not know the lady.
I do not know about the accident,

F. D, R.

; Ueery i (4Gt~
G 1o il
,G.{ '(M//r/



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 26, 1540

F.D.R.

Must I try to find this Hudscon
Hver lady a job? Do you know shout
har brother's aceident?

E.R.




/;}ﬁ‘
! { FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

1704 HEW ¥YORK AVENUE NW.
L WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

| F.C.HARMINGTON .
oM MRS GF WONs FeOELTE »‘.;ept.mbcr 1k, 1941

Misa Malvina Thompaon
secretary to drs. Hoosevelt
! T'he ¥hite Housze

vear tiss Thompsons

This will acknowleoge receipt of your

letter of Septesber &, 134J, to Urs. Rerr, con-

' cerning drs. Ven Rensselaer 5ill, 516 Nerth Tth
Street, Newark, Hew Jersey.

I am asking our Reglonal suserviszor of Pro-
feszsional ana Service Projects to have someone look -
into this metter and see whether or not it is sogsible
to get Mrs. £111 back in WPA worx, As goon sg I re-
ceive a report from her, I shall write you further

gbout this.

Sinceraly yours,

A SN st
hie He ﬂmtr Jr.
for

Florence ferr
. Assistant Commisstoner

- .iﬂ_i:‘_'l:,q:l.{._. Y MR




June 3, 1940

"Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The White House

Dear Miss Thompaon:

This is in reply to your letter of April 23,
1940, transmitting a letter from Hiss Marie E. Landsheft,
Department of Psychiatry, University of Illinois, chieapo,
to Mrs. Hoosevelt,

A report from our Chief Repional Supervisor in
the Chicago Hepion informs us that Miss Landshelft was at
cne time employed on the administrative staff of the WPa
as & stenographer. However, she was not retained in this
position because of neurotic tendencies which made it dif-
ficult for others to work with her, Later she received
several work assignments to projects but was found to be
unsatisfactory by the sponsor. On the recommendation of
the Medical Social Worker, she was assigned to a typing -
positicn in the psychiatric division of the University of
Illinois, in order that she be allowed to carn money as a
therapy in itself, and at the same time be under cbserva-
tion. She was removed from tiis project at the request of
the aponsor.

Recently Miss Landsheft's employment with WPA
was terminated in accordance with the 18 months provision
of the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act of 1939, and
because of her previous record, it is impossible to assign

| her as an administrative employee.

Sincerely yours,

W. H. Brummett, Jr.
far

Florence Kerr
Assistant Commissicner




Z.HARRINGTOMN

PRDMTE OF whas FRIITCTE

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

1734 HEW YORK AVENUE MW,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Septeaber 11, 1940

Miss Malvipa Thompson
Seorstary to Mrs. Roomevalt
The Whits Houss

Dear Miess Thoapsom

This will acknowledge receipt of your
letter of Beptesber 5, 1940, to Mres. Kerr, con-
cerning Mrs. Yan Remsselasr 8i11, 518 North Tth
Strest, Newark, New Jersey.

I an asking our Reglonal Supervisor of Pro-
fessional and Bervice Projects to have someons look
into this matter and ses whether or mot it is possible
to get Mrs. Bill back in WP work. As soon as I re-
ceive a report from her, I shall write you further
about this.

ltﬂ&ﬂr yours,

'- ﬂ- M‘. Jr-
for

Florenoe Kerr
Assistant Commisslonsr
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L October 15, 1940 Z//
Dear Mrs. Kerri / !
1 am enclosing a leatter Mra. Sylvl !
«Long, 154 -2 Morth Columbla Stmt,'ﬁﬁiﬁf': |
Ohio, who writes about the case of Robert H. |
Welton, 128 West Wheeling Street of that city. |
Could this msn not be helped, since his |
wifa 1a 1117 ‘
|
Very sincerely yours, |
|
Sesoretary to
Mrs. Roosavelt
Mre. Florence Esrr :
- Work Projeots Administration
| mm- D.C. 0

. .." Py ] '_l|"._"|'_|'-" N
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- FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY !
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 HEW YORK AVENUE MW,
WASHINGTOMN, O, C.

F.C.HARRINGTODN
L T T )

October 21, 1940

e 2

Miss Malvina Thompson
Secretary to Mra. Roosevelt
The White House

Dear Miss Thompson;:

This will eclmovledge receint of
your letter of October 15, 1940, to which was
ettached a letter from Mrs., Sylvia Long, 134 -
2 North Columbia Street, Lancaster, Ohic, con-
cerning HMr. Robert H. Welton of Lancaster.

I have written to the Ohio Work Pro-
Jeets Administration and shall let you hear from
me again as scon as I receive a revort on this.

Sincerely yours,

Y] # %

i ﬂn—ff;-urf?frf e
W. H. Brumett, Jr.
for

Florence Kerr
Asasistant Coimissioner




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE MW,
WASHINGTON, D. C,

F.C HARRINGTON
THHIBLCNIE OF WA FROD T

October Z1, 1540

This will agknowledge ressipt of
your lettar of Dotober 15, 1940, to which was
attached a letter from Mrs. tylvia Long, 134 -
2 North Coluabia Street, Lancastar, Obio, sen-
ceruing Ur, Hobert il Waltoa of Lancaster,

I have written to the Chle Work Fro-
Jeots Adsinletration and shell lot you beer from
umuu“ulnmnlﬂunulhh.

Slnesrely yours,

¥. H, m‘. Ir.
for

Florence Kerr
Adssistant Comaissionsr
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b Fovesber 1 5, 1540,

Liias Malwvina Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Hoosevelt
Tha White House

Dear Migs Thompson:

This 1s in further reference to your letter of
October 15, 1940, and cur letter to you of Ogtober 21, con-
ecarning & letter which Mrs. Roosevelt received from Mrs,
Sylvia Long of Lancaster, Chio. In her letter Mrs. Long
requested help for Mr. Robert H. Welton of that city.

We have received & report from the Director of
Profesaional and Service Projeots in Ohio, who states that
Mr. Welton has never been certified for WPA employment, end
the representative who called et his home was told that he
was employed by & private contractor in Lancaster.

A Personnel Applicetion was left with Mr. Welton's
wife, with the suggestion that if her husband was interested
in WPA employment, he should fill out the applicaticn end
Torward 1t to the Distriet Office in Columbus. After his
evplication is received, Mr. Velten will be given every con-
slderation for a supervisory or administrative position.

Sincersly yours,

e Vo

Aszsistant Commissioner




October 17, 1940

Daar Mrs. Kerr:

Urs. Roosevelt has told Mr. Leonard
E. Uyors, writer of the enclosed letter, that
she will do tlh?t. she can to get help for his
mothar-in<law, + Carrie Smith, of Thayer,
Kansas, e L A U

¥ill you kindly ask somecns in tha
state to wisit Mrs, Smith and try to work out
a plan, taking into ccnsideration the statemants
made by Wr. Myersj

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Urs. Noosavalt

/Irl. Florenoce Kerr
fork Projeots Administsation
Kashington, D.C. Q

Retired mail clerk - handled official pouches and much of the

mail for President and Mrs. Roosevelt from Hyde Park to NYC,

Wife's mother in urgent need of assistance - has supported herself

and is now housekeeper in a home that will scon break up. Social Welfare
will take no action on her application because she cannot furnish proof

of birth. He can possibly furnish a place for her to live, but can do no more
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WASHINGTON, D. ¢,

Oetober 21, 1940

Migs Malvina Thompson
Secretary to lirs. Roosevelt ney e
The White House

Dear Miss Thompaon:

This is in reference to your let-
ter of October 17, 1940, to which was stteched
a letter from Mr. Leonard K. Myers concerning
Mrs. Carrie Smith of Thayer, Kansas.

I am todey writing the Stete Work
Projects Administration in Kensas, asking that
they have someone wisit Mrs. Smith. As scon as
a report is received, I shall write you sgain
about this.

Sincerely yours,

,-?, :1'[ i Y i =
W. H. Brumett, Jr.

for

Florence Herr

Assistant Commissicner
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October 21, 1940

Miss Malvina Taompsan
Beeretary to Mra. Rocaevelt
The White House

Dear Miss Thompson!

This is in referance to your les-
$or of Ogtober 17, 1940, to which was attached
a letter froa Mr. Leonard K. Myers conesrning
Mrs, Carrie Smith of Thayer, Kansas.

I am today writing the Gtate Work
Projects Aduministration in Eangas, asking that
they bave somecns visit Mrs, Sunith, As soon as
8 report is received, I shall write You again
about thia,

Hinosrely yours,

¥, H, Brummet¥, Jr.
for

Florenoge Kerr
Assistany Commissioner




LEGNARD K. MYERS |
H13 SHUART AVENUE
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

313 Shunrt Ave,, Cotoher £, 1940,

Yra. Frenklin D. Rocsevelt, A ”
Fxecutive Lansion, = 14y
] sashington, D.C.
Cur beloved First Lady;
I am addressing this letter to you personally,with the firmm

conviction that you will appreciate my motlive,and that you will pgive

it your kind eonsideratien.

For thirty five years I have heren a Railway Fostal Clerk,having
been retired in the spring of 1937 upon reaching the eps limit, 1y
asgigmment was between Syracuse and Wew York City,passing through
lyde Park and Poughkeepsie,and undoubtedly I have handled a great
deal of the correspondence addressed to vourself and family,as well
88 having distributed and sent on its way that originating at wour
home. 1 have also had the honor to have bren responsible for the
trensportation and safe delivery of the official pouch,addressed to
the President,during his residence at Hyde Parlk.

Ly pericd of usefullness in the Postal Service is now passed,but I
have the satisfaotion of having performed my duty faithfully and con-
sclentiocusly throughout the years,and I am very proud of the letters
of commendation sent to me at my time of retirement by my superior
of floers,ineluding the Postmaster General.

The feeling that I may have heen of some slipght service in assuring
the prompt delivery of your mail promotes me now to msk your parsonal

advice and assistance in the following matter,which I assurs you,is

very close to my heart. i




"y wife's mother, Mre.Carrie Smith is a widow,residing in Thayer,FKans.,
and she is in urgent and {rmediats need of assistance,in that she has
no permansnt home,and is unable to provide for herself heocause of her
ags and physical condition,amdl shouvld be under the care of a physiocian.

I greatly regret that I am unable to help her.

It has not been possible to save much of my salary in the past,hav-
ing rea:rad three sons and one daughter,and we have sacrificed much to
provide an sducation for them; alau: for ten years,my owm muthnr,i:rriur
to her death,was confined to her bed,and we assumed the expense of
her ocare. Upon retirement,of course,my salary ceased,and we three,
my wile,my daughter,and myself have besen living on my pension. Ly
daughter is now a senior in High School. We are managing fairly well,
but as you cen readily see,thers is not emoupgh to help mother,

I have been trying to find other employment,but on mecsount of my
ags and the state of my health,have been unsucceszsful. I would almost
be willing to give my ripht arm if it would be the means of giving
comfort to Yother in her old apge,but I am helpless and can do almost

nothing for her.

Fother was divorosl fram her husbanl..ho ls nov dend, onrs ago,and
managed to keep soul and body together by providing room and board to
students in Coffeyville,Hans. During the depression she was cbliged
to glve up her hame and obtained & position as housekeeper in Thayer.

The family consisted of & helpless old lady and four sons,one of
whom wae a paryletio. Not a sinecure by any means,but she 1ls still
with them. On the death of thelr mother,ths boys persuaded her to
remain with them and kesp the home together. The elder son has been
obliged to give up work on mocount of his health and is now living

with his daughter,and very recsntly,ths yvounger sustained another |

"




shock,and has been removed to a hospital. The two remaining sons are

living on a farm near Thayer,and mother is laft alone in the ald housa,
with no visikle means of support axaapt what the boys ses fit to bring
in from the farmm. The estate will probably be divided in the near fut-

ure,end the home will be sold.

I capnot afford to go to Kansas,so I have enpapged & lawyer iy Chanute
to endeavor to get assistance,but so far,he has accamplished proctic-
8lly nothlng. The Social Welfare in Neosho County has taken no action
upon her application because of her inability to furnish proof* of her
Bge. You are probebly aware of the faoct that the keeping of authentic
recerds in Kansas and Oklahoma was very lax in the early doys,and we
have not been able to obtain a certificnte of her birth.

They have,however,offered llother a temporary position taking oare
of a sick perasom.

Mother is near the brealking point from the stradin and worry,and in
ne condition to mccept such & position. She is an old lady,and vary
badly in need of medical attention herself,as can readily be ustﬁh-
lished by examination. She would rather die than be placed in an
institution and would be happy and contented if she could find a
means of living by herself.

1 may be able to furnish a place for lier to live in Kensas,but 1t
would be impossible to contribute to her support and to provide
proper medical care.

What,in your opinion,should I do?

I am an ardent supporter of our President's brand of Demcorasy,and
I oannot begin to tell you how much I admire the stand you have taken
and the noble work you are doing in making life more bearable for tha

unfortunate. lay God bless you and give you sucosss in your unself-




ish undertaking. i
T would pgreatly appreciate a personal anawer,if you cen manapge it, ' |
and your edvice coneerning the welfare of a very swest and lovable

0ld lady.

With best wishes for your continued health and happiness,I am

' Very sincerely yours,

’_éiﬂﬁdec-dr ccﬂf, E/TT"‘,;afE;péhﬁtff
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Miss Malvina C, Thompson

Secretary to Mrs, Roosevelt
The Thite House

Dear Miss Thompsacn

This is in further reference to your
letter of Dotober 17, 1940, attaching a letter from

Mr. leonard K. Myers concerning Mrs. Carrie Smith
of Thayer, Kansas,

A very complete repert has been recelved
from the Kansas Weork Frojects Administration stating
that every effort is belng made by the various wel-
fare agencies involved to Elve assistance in this
case. However, it will not be possible for
Mrs. Smith to recelve old ape assistance until she

has established her ape, and efforts are now being
made to trace certain records a8 proof.

——

- Assistant Commissioner




Noveaber 12, 1940

!
Dear Mrs. Kerr:

I am enclosing a letter from
e R
- _Ers, Roosevelt thought this
n-mrrﬂulnhrﬂmmum

could anything or ask somsons in
!utnnhh:'hﬂndﬂllmnl that Mrs,

Laab could do. You will note that she asks
iirs. Roosevslt to keep her lettsr confiddntial

Yery sincerely yours,

Secretary to
\ Mrs. Roosevelt ‘
.t !
.
I on
| '-qutm,ﬂ-#.

Former teacher - flocsevelt supporter - injured in aceident and wesrs
breces - would like somn kind of clerieal work - 53 yras, old
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] Noveabur 1 &, 1940,

UMiss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The ¥White House

Dear Miss Thompson:

This is in reply to your letter of November 12,
1940 enclosing a letter which Mrs, Roosevelt has re-
celved from Mrs. Jessica Shaw Lamb, 9 Willow Street,
Boston, Massachusetts.

I am sending a copy of Mrs. Lamb's letter to
my Chief Regional Supervisor in Region I, Mr. Robert Y.
Phillips, with the request that he treat the matter in
complete confidence. I am sure that he will do whatever
hnm,mtIudrlidthatthhiaamulhnﬂitﬂll
be difficult for us to be helpful,

Sincerely yours »

don_

Assistant Commdssioner
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November 25, 1940

Dear Mra. Kerr;

Will you pleass ask n Flerida
to look into the case described Mre, Emma
Butledge in the enclosed letter. « Rocosevelt
mtrwinmmmwunn

Vary sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mre. Rocsevelt

a"l Nrs. Florence Kerr ( :
Work Projects Administration ﬂ-s.r

Rashington, D.C.

805 Madisen St,, Clearwater, Florida - trylng to give her six children s chanoe=—

daughter in training - second payment is due Jan, 16 - father out of work =
has finished one year and is doing se well they w ant her to keep on,
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February L, 1941 ! ( :

Uy dear ¥ra, Kerr:
- Roosevelt has received a

letter Tn“mgt__uuio_l._l.mnafh 333
South avenue, Chicapo, Illincis.
Sie has been on the iin in Chicago and was
lnid off because of the li-months ruling,
In ber letter she stales: "I aa wondering
wiother I could procure work on a Defense
project through the #asiington offices of
the APa."

Mre. Boosevelt would appreciate
if you would write Miss Landsheft and
her know what she must do to become
for the job ahe desires.

Very sincerely yours,

b

Seorstary to
Mra. Roosevelt

¥Washingten, D.C. oD
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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
| WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE. Nw.

I WASHINGTON. D, C.
HOWARD ©. HUNTER

ACTING COMMINBIONER OF WORK FRSIECTE

| T
3 s
%
Miss Malvina C. Thompson {‘} \ PRy

Fatiri i

Secretary to Mrs. Hoosevelt
The White House ﬂ{\p" A

Dear Miss Thompson; uTJ'

This is in reply to your letter of February 4,
1941, in regard to Miss Marie E. landsheft, 333 South
Trumbull Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

I am attaching a copy of a letter which ia
golng forward to Miss Landsheft today. I am also
attaching a copy of my letter of June 3, 1940 to you
in which Miss Larndsheft's case was discussed. In
view of the facts in this letter it does not seem
probable that Miss Landsheft can be assigned to a
Defense project.

Sincerely yours,

Kerr
Assistant Commissioner




Fabiw

Miss Marie E. Landsheft
333 South Trumbull Avenue
Chicago, TMlinois

Dear Miss Landsheft;

Mrs. Roosevelt's secretary has requested that this
Adainistration write to you in regard to a sentence in your
letter in which you otate, "I am wondering whether T could
Prooure work on a Defense project through the Washington
offices of the WPA.®

Employment on sll WPA projects is the respon-
8ibility of state and local officials. No mssignments
are made through the Washingto: office, and Defense
projects operated by the WPA are no sxception to this
ruls.

Immlrmmtthu:mknpintmnhdth
your local office and I mm surs that you will be given
Proper consideration,

8inocerely yours,

Florenos Kerr
Asslstant Commissioner

n " .2‘ LTY ,:_llll.:'-Wq e (.




Children now in Chicago in slum section and he wants to get them out and

reunite the family.
May 14, 1541 70
f/

Uy dear lirs. Eerri

Mrs. Hoosevelt would appreclate it
very much Lf you would have the enclosed case
locked into and a sent to her, She
would like to know . should be done for
the wife and children and if jou think she
ought to help thea, The man evidently is in
need of & job.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
lirs. Roosevelt

! Mps. Plorence C. Kerr j ! ¢

Wn, DeCa

Mr, U Fa Hotel Taylor s Akron, Chio - Has three children - relstes
ils struggles ugh the years to keep family together oy teaching and
playing_ ice hockey. Wants a job on defense program but is not a citizen.

oD




[ FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 MEW YORK AVENUE NW.
WASHINGTON, D. .

HOWARD ©. HUNTER Ph g
ORI OF GRS F R m? f 'I‘N‘HI
i :
Miss Melvina C. Thompson (44 g :
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt g

The White House
Dear Miss Thompson:

This is in reply to your letter of May 14,
1941, enclosing a lettar from Mr. Gerard Paga, Hotel
Taylor, Akron, Ohio,

We asked our Ohio office to look into the pooel-—
bility of employment for Mr, Page, snd have & raport
stating that Mr. Page is not eligible for employment on
the WPA because of his lack of eitizenship, which also

provents his employment by the State Recreation Department
in Ohie,

We also asked our Illinois office to look into
the situation of Mr. Page's family, and I am enclosging
a copy of a report which has been received here. Fram
the information contained in this report, I should not
want to advise Mra. Roomevelt to help the family.

We are asking our Illinois office to follow up
on the case, referring it to the United Cheritiss of
Chicage. The United Charities, if it accepts the referral,
will very likely feed the family, seoure medicel care for
the youngest child, and attempt to reunite the femily and
find a job for Mr, Page.

Sincerely yours,

‘e WMo

Assistent Commissioner

Enolosura




FEDERAL WORKS AQENCY
WORK FROJECTS ADMINISTRETION

(I1linois)

Gerard Page - Hotel Tayler, Akron, Ohis

Invastigation included m home visit, clearance with CRA and C¥Q, and tha
réview of WPA records was made by the socisl work staff of the Divieion

of Employment.

Ur. Page has naver been cartlifiad or employed by WPA. Howaver, our [iles
indicate that he was employed by WYA me a Field Superirmtendent at 3100.00
per month from June, 1936, to November, 1938, at which tiue he resided in
Chicago.

Urs, Page stated thet her husband is not & citizen but has repeatedly in-
dicated his intention of securing full naturslizetion. Occagionally whon
remitting =oney to his family he pteted thut be wuas withhelding encugh to
ennbla him to securs final citizemship papers but has fmiled to do so. AT
the time of his laet remittance to Mrs. Page in April, 1941, sha roturned
$10 to him in order thet he might file firal petition, but to her knowledge
he has not dona ao.

Mrs. Pags and the thres children received relfel fro= CHA from Larch to
July, 1939. The CRA record corroborates Mr. Page's sccount of his move-
gente between Chicago, Detrodt, Miemi, and Akron. Tha record indicaten
ropanted ssparations snd maritsl discord which wers spparently the result
of ¥r. Pege's gambling. Mra. Page stated that while her husbend has sent
money to the family when he has been separsted from them the wmounts have
not been in proportion to his esrninge. BHetween Octeber, 1940, and April,
1941, he sest Yrae, Page a total of $303.00. She hes had nothing free him
pince the latter dete.

In 1934 the fasily wee known to the Public Ageacy in Detroit nnd in 1937

to Transportation Service., Although they were at onas time assisted by
Bishop Sheil end the CY0 in Chicago, at the present tize neithsr egency was
awara that Lrs. Page hed returned hers. Through Mr. J. Elder, Cirector of
Y0, we confirmed the fact that Lr. Page, during the pericd of his NYA
amploymont, played hockey with the CY0 but wan not reiobursed. Nr. slder
indicated that while Mr. Pege was very fond of his famdly he did not provide
adequately for them becmuse of his gasbling habite,

During the past few years Mre. Page has secured temporury Jobe as wwitch=-
board operstor, fastery operator, saleswosman, eto., but since tha youngest
ehild is & ssmi=invalid ehe doss not feel thet she should be left slone.

At the present time the reat for the two rcoms cesupied by Lrs. Page and
the children is being peid by & friend of the family. This awsistancs will




Gerard Page

shortly be withdrawn, according to Mrs. Page, because the friend will ba
inducted inteo nﬂi}-.nr sarvice.

Because of tha three-year residence law in Chicapgo, Mre. Page is not ali-
gible for relief since she has lost residence here. She stated that for
the sake of the children shs would be willing to return to kr, Page in
Akron if he had & job und could be depended upon to support the family,
Since it is not possible for krs. Fage to securs relief through the publie
agencles in Illinois, her only recourse would be application to & privete

Bgency. 3So far me we have bean able to ascertain, she has not mads appli=
cation for such assistance.
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May 26, 1941 e |

Dear Mrs. Kerr;

Mrs. Roosevelt has been trying, |
over a perlod of time, to assist the writer ;
of the attached communioation in obtaining ‘
employment. Bhe writes now that she has
been interviewed by the W. P. A. Buresu in |
Los Angeles for a possible position. Pro- |
vided, of course, that she is qualified for I
the job in questlon, is there anything you |
oan do to help hert

' Very sinocerely yours,

Seorestary to
Ure. Hoosevelt

Alica de a0

g Alleete

ﬁnttutt
% Mrs. Frenols 8. Kerr
Nork Projeste Adaintet
Projects tration
m. D. Cs 7 FLF,I”EY
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by w,;—’-"J L FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
- ' WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
| 1734 HEW YORK AVENUE NW.

WASHINGTON, D, €
HOWARD © MWUNTER

ALFrk COMSESIGHIE OF woos PACULDTE

LT F o Jme 3,104
b oy . a1,

Mise Malvira 0. Thompscn

Secretary to Mrs. Hoosevelt
The White House

Dear Miss Thompoont

This ie in reply to your letter of
May 26, 1941, with which you encloged a letter ad-
dressed to Mrs. Roosevelt by Miss Alice de Hair,
Poat Office Box 854, Dcean Beach, California.

I a= bringing Mize de Mair's pame to
the attention of the Work Projects Administration for
Southern California, with the requect that Miss de Kair
be given every consideraticn in the event of vecancies
for which she 1s qualified. Ap you know, we are fap-
ing drastic reductions in edeinistrative employment as
well as project employment, end prospects are not very
goed, I will write egein vhen I have a report from
Southern Californis.

Sincerely yours,
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September 8, 1941

Dear Nra. Esrr

Is there any possibility that the
writer of the attached letter could seours
employmsnt with one of the New York W.F.A.
aswing projecta? Bhe appears to be de-
serving and is in a pretty desperate pre-
dicament .

Very sincerely yours,

Beorstary to
Mra. Roocssvelt

PLF/HY

o SR T

B




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

1734 HEW YORK AVENUE NW.
WASHINGTOM, D. C.

HOWARD O. HUNTER
oF WoRK

‘Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Roosawvelt
The White House

Dear Miss Thompson;

September 30, 154],

You will recall the letter dated August
27, 1941, addressed to Mrs. Hoosevelt by Miss Elanche
Perrone, 1725 Emmons Averue, Brooklyn, New York. In
it uilss Perrons requestad Mrs, Roosewvelt to assist
har in finding work.

We transmitted a copy of her latter to our
reprasentatives in New York City with the requaest that
the matter be investigated. This has now been done,
and wa have been informed that Misa Perrone stated she
was not sesldng employment with the Work Projects
Administration,

Under the circumstances, I think we should
consider the matter olosed.

Sineeraly yours,

b Ko

Assistant Commissioner .




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE Nw,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

HOWARD O, HUNTER

oF wonx Beptenbear o 1941

Miss Mlvins 0. Thempson
to Mro, Roosswelt
Tha white House

Dear Wiss Thompeon;

You will recall the letter dated August
Perrone, 1725 Emmons Avenus, Brooklyn, Mew York, In
it Mles Perrone requested Mrs. Roosewelt to assist
work,

Under the acircumstences, I think we should
conpider the matter slosed,

Binserely yours,
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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE MW,
WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

HOWARD Q. HUNTER KNovembLer » *
SO IR OF WA ERGITTTE ik 1941,

¥isa Malvina C. Thempson ;-#{Q-f
Secretary to Mrs. Rooseavelt
The White House

Dear Miss Thompson:

In response to our request of September 20, 1941, to
our state representatives in Lansing, Michigan, an investigation
into the case of Mra. Ethel Northrup, 6429 Jim Daly foad, Dearborn,
has been made and the report submitted to this office.

It indicates that the Dearborn Council of Social Agencies
has assumed jurisdictlon over the Northrup family, and is attewpt-
ing to work out a selution to her problems by making arrangements
for medical and surgical facilities, and by counseling Mrs. Northrup
in the proper handling of her remaining insurance funds.

Social Security benefits in the amount of 317.00 per
month are being received by Mrs. Northrup, and the welfare worker
assigned to her case belleves that she will be eligible for aid
to dependent children relief as scon as har insurance rasources
are exhausted.

¥rs. Northrup's main problem of late has been concerned
with the purchase of a relatively expensive home in Dearborn. It
is believed that she will be discouraged in this by her case worker,
and it is hoped locally that the necessary adjustments can be made
to satisfactorily answer the existing family problems.

¥rs. Northrup's letters to Mrs. Roosevelt are enclosed,

e o

Kerr
Assistant Commissicner
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February 18, 1942

Dear Mra. Kerr:

I have your letter and I hasten to
agsure you that I meant no slur. I know
whnat you were up agrinat, und what Mias
Daviaon was up agalnat.

Anna Agaenberg told me that only I
could make the Mnyor let anythine be done
on the eivllisn partlelpatlon andl ahe
thought I wanted to dg 1it. I 414 want
to see 1t done, snd I am gettine out now,
thankful that zood people are in and are
worxing.

I still believe in all the thinge
we started out fto do, but I know i1f I etayed
lonzer, I would bring more harm than good
to the program.

I shall wo on flghting for the
things in which I bellave «nd count on
your interest and cooperatlon in the future
ag I have had 1t in the paat.

Very cordlally yours,

3
!




\.P’

FLORENCE STEWART HERR
WASHINGTON. D, C.

Fabmaz';r lEa

lrtl-'
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: U‘&

I noted witn some disturbance of & irit.
the story in the New York Times of February 13,

which quoted you as saying: "- Mrs. Hoosevelt

said that 'pecple' came to her to organize tn ﬁ‘
volunteer participation aspect of it 'after (27|
kirs. Florence Kerr and Miss Elolse Davison

hadn't succesded in arousing interest'", &

%o one feels more keenly than I do the h}' Wt.f’-“,\\
4 N

fact that I have not oeen able to Le of greater A

service to the civilian defense program, but I \5. '

want you to recall what I am sure you fully N QL‘F

sensed, that in the days and weeks in widch I é {

was at the Office of Civilian Defense I was not [

allowed to do one single constructive thing. # *?19

I did neither good work nor bad work —— I did

no work. It was an amazing interlude. ‘iuﬂ r J‘/
I write this knowing that you who take :

undeserved criticism so gallantly, will not ﬁ“t

misunderstand. What you think is the all-importan

thing to me. A 1N

Sincerely yours, 'Qi

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt i /

The White House
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