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l..<>tter tran l.DW18 Belulore , P .O. Box221 , Statton C, NYC, about N1SS 
o/o aemo edCll"oDn - ttWii_c_ian 55 yeo rs old - eon't find work. 

lluby tlason 



WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

rr. C. HARRINGTON 
ADioiiiN ieTfl.A.TOft 

WALI<Ut....JQH NION . UILOIHO 

1134 NI!W YORK AVEI'oiUE NW. 
WASHINGTON, 0, C. 

J .• r s . 1•'rar.llin Delu.11o RootEIVflli 
Tlte ,/hi te Uot:.se 

J.. y ciCUl" i.r~. • itO?St'Vul·t : 

'!'hiG iG in J"Cp l y l.O : o\.0~' h'}t~ dO L<Jd 
Jnnu!l.:--y ~;:, , e nclosint. o. lettAr o.'rot .. l')vris 1:Jl: m·e , 
r . 'J • bo;~ l:-~1 , SUt.tiotl v , l.o\. turk City, itt ro _·r.rd to 
!is s Ruby l!e.son , .. •ho h'\8 beeu dit-..r.ri.ssed i'l·or.1 ~hu 
l•'ud~r'l.l •. tH!lc Pr oje t.:t in I.e .. Yilt', t.:ity . 

l 1\::t! ••!'lv\n" thi!! 1.1P tt11r invo=l. i , .::d:Dd 
ut Ot10t1 , :u.U vrlll l~:;~t :,•ou blo.r t~.:;; soon o.a J roco!.vu o 
J" 't:_)t.' C't • 

cy att~ntion . 
'i'hu.tJ; you .t'or Urit~LinJ this oo.~6 to 

SS.roeroly "JOUr ! , 

l.~ !~ 
Asslstn~t Administr~~or 
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A eomnauttleatlo11 of apeelal lmportattee 
PUOM 

LIEWIS BELMORE 
Vice President of 

The American Artists Protective Association 

\ ( ,t>· , t, ttew Vbrk, N. Y. Jan.I9th, I 939 
'I ' , ' ({·\ 
' 1.:\' , ~,~ 

\
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Mrs . Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
G/o The Vihi te House, 
Washing ton, D.C. 

\,1~\' • I·' .; }I J:l / .. Dear Mrs . Roosevelt: ~ A\ 
I ' \'.' c/.t 

Would you be so kind as to advise a woma.n,age 55, how 
she can obtain justice and a ~G~ to cont i nue to exist , without going 
stark mad during · th~ interim? 

Here follows a little or this woman's background as con­
vincing eeidenoe that she should be accorded the same treatment as others 
less qualified and Who, in a great many oases, are batter situated !inane 
iallyl 

She was a concert organist and pianist , organ and piano 
teacher, has aQI oan leoture on all schools of musi c; is an authorin on 
Baoh and pre-Bach. 

Gave ·c oncerts at Notre Dame University, St~'M&ry' s and 
\'lilliams Colleges , Fordhem Uni varsity, Man hat t an Collage, and was the 
first one to play the mammoth or gao at C. C . 11. Y.- and the only woman waer 
to do so. She also tried out the organ at c . c .~.Y ror tb8 City Engineers 
many years ago. 

Dates her anoesDDY back to the first settlers in liew £ng­
land,and to others who pioneered in the West and Southweet,all or whioh 
meana nothing, or oourse, without membershi p in some group such as the 
Workers Alliance ,wbioh she bee ?eraietently refused to join. Has three 
nephews i n the ministry. The etteohed &e~ter from the Hon. Morrie s . 
Tremaine, Comptroller or the Sts te of ''ew York, who sel ected Miss llaeon 
from a eoore or teachers to i nstruct hie daughter many years ago, The 
Tremainee will lPq~hhtor this woman ae will others. 

Ae already stated, while. others , younger and l eaa qualifiec 
persona, better situated rinsncial l y and with husbands t o support tham, 
are baing retained on thll J'ederal Muaic Projeot i n the City or "aw York 
( thia •• be veri·f ied at anytime) -this woman and others with no means or 
earning a living at thia tima in their protaaeione are diamieaed, 

14iu Naaon' • diamiaaal waa UNJ'AIR and UNRBLI.'l'BD TO EQUITY 
to put it mildlr. · To peradt Federal Muaio Projeot auperv iaore, who are 
known never to supervise except i n huge swivel ohaire,to play with the 
a&aitr and lives or people ia beyond human tnderetanding. 

' 

:, € hM:S , a 
" '? 3 5 + . 
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18 EIL~IO IR IE-0-G 'IRA\~1 
A eommt~nieatlon of •peeial importance 

FROM 

LEWIS BELMORE 
Vice President or 

The American Artists Protective Association 
WASHINGTON, D. C, CmCAGO, ILL., NEW YORK CITY 

#2- Mrs• F.D. Roosevelt 

Due to a l ong series or misfor tunes- a rather t w1o8 Jinjured, 
onoe seriously,which necessitated an operation and an amputation or his 
legl a mother who was an invalid tor years tram a stroke or paralysis, 
this woman remained l oyal to her parents. 

When th~atres went sound and other work was deni ed her because 
or GREY HAIR, she was forced to go on the \'fPA •• She has been gra tetul 
for this work end aside rrom teaching has been giving Organ and Piano 
recitals and concerts. s~• -.. ~•Gaeht much happiness and joy to the 
poor people or the ·Farm Colony on Staten Island-( the Poor ~·arm or New 
York) SJ£ HAS NOT HESITATED TO GO IlfTO THE TUBERCUL\.R ;'iARI:S AT THE 
COLONY AND BRING HAPPINESS TO 'l'lm9E POOR UNFORTUilATES . Her di smissal 
streets others- others who are also entitled to a little consideration. 

We understand, or course , that your heavy duties and responsibil 
ities makes it impossible ror you t o interest yourself in the misfortunes 
or every citizen in the land,but here ie s woman wi th t Qlent -good school· 
ing,dese7t~ggor a better rate than to be kicked a bout because or petty 
jea~nueiee and 'playing ravorities•. 

Isn ' t ' his Tragic: 

R~ru~ 
P. 0. BOX 22I , 
Station o , 

New ?ork City". 

It has been advanced by Federal Music Project su-ervisors that Mise 
Naeon charge her students , those who registered for free tu1tll.on, as a 
means ot keeping ber .·ott the Federal Music Project. 

She number• among t1111114J her student"' ,S i ster or !leroy and a Priest in 
a very poor pariah ' - in the Shanty-Town secti on-or Staten Island. Whey 
are also e%peote4 to pay. 



k· 

February 171 H 39 

Dear llro.lorra 

r wonder it ~u coald t!v~ thio l•tt• r 
to -n• in !low Yorll. C>o .,uld lwldlo tb. ou• 
ay~p&thotically and tr,y to bolp, 

Surotaey to 
:o-a. &ooo~evclt 

1 
. 

llr o. ra ....... lorr 
Worke Procreo -AdainletraticD 
Wuhlnctoa 
D.C. 

-J.-,,l"r. S. '«. Rita, rtotel iooJrOt;1 iiiC- auto Sch eu e:.r.d sold tn Ccr ... ny 
t>.t t.hb enUo-!'" ner rooe t..nJ t.hia.!Ca of ... ulciu.e - • Cut.b t.; borro\.1 :"~0 o r f Jv<, . 
tier husbnnd Cor •• undcr 'JSti {ret~ ) and eT- nr.Vt 1 ott.· ch( to nu, .. \a . 

\ 
. . 



F . C . HAIUtiNGTON 
11-0WlN~'l .... Y<NI 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
WAUC:D'I 0 II .0.4 •JU.~NG 

17U NCW YOftK AVENVC NW. 

WASHINGTON. O. C:. 

April 3, 1939 

llho ldAlvin& c. Thompoon 
Soorot•ry to Wre . Rooeovolt 
The Whito Rouoo 

Doar lUea Thoopaona 

Thio is in roply to your lottor or February 17 
with whioh you enolooe<l 1 c<=:unl.oaticn troa Ura . &lhabeth 
Rila or tho Hotel Woodr.,., 35 ftost ~ Stroot, 1;.,., Yorlc City, 
r&queatin& that wo have so-=-ono in liMr York ha.ndle thia e&Ge 

ayspathotically. 

At our roqueat Colonel Somervoll haa had thit ca.ao 
invooti&atod and roporta that on !!&rob 6 Uiao Bro.m or tho 
Froto~tional ond Sorvioo Division intorviowe<l Connandor ond 
Mro. RUe o t thoir hoao . Comander Riio woo oml>erruood 
when he loarnod that his Wife hod written to lire . Roosevelt . 
Ho said that he did not want e. loan, •1noo ho could. p;1vo no 
soour ity nor any aeeuranoo that he oould pay it baok. Ho 
eo.id he wanted o job, and !.!los Br CWil oxplainO<l to him tho 
proooduro ror eeour1nc relief eertifioation for aaoi~nt 
to the Works Progrota Admdniatration. 

COIII:ii.D4or Rila told !.lise Brown that ho had oo"" 
•1rona in t he rire.- and would lot her kD.Oif it he wae euooeas­
tul in ,.our1Jlll printe empl oY""'nt. Within a week lliao 
BrOII'D u.d.e another T1a1t to 1nterv1• Kr•• R11a. thue far 
our Mow Yorlc otN.co hao not again hellrd rr- C.-.nder R1la . 

1 am roturu!Ag herewith llr•· Ril e' letter. 

Sincoroly youro , 

..:fi~C<_ 7~ 
Pl oronoe Xerr 
Aaoiatant Adminiotratcr 

Enoloeure 





. -



uaroh 4, 19:19 

Uy 4oar 111'01. XDrr: 

lli·&;. i!o\)QoVolt t.Olld 6;'proc1ato 
tt verJ cu.oh t t yv.a •1)ul.4 l1uve t t.Js :)ft!lO 
1r.~e:~tteat.uc:1 •u~J. 4A11.J t •• r t.. Np'lri. c.; tt. 

Soo:rotu.l'Y to 
llru. Roonovolt 

Lucile J. Dr19coll , 219 Church St., lhlrtfor d, Conn. Ctvos hur enortence 
with t bo 1 • • 'PA 

Jire. n oronoo o . Kerr 
l':orlce Prceroaa Al!l:>lnlotratton 
'lf .. hlneton, D, O, D~ 

' 
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F . C . HARRINGTON 
~ .... ...-.... ,.Ott 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
W~M&~HSOH _,1'-'MHO 

UU NCW YORK AVI£NU£: HW. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

/ 

\
l~ 
" / April 3, 193~ 

·~v 
.' • I .. 

l.!1se lJalvinA c. Thor.~poon 
. Seorotnry to Ura . Roosovolt 
Tho '.'lhlto Houso 

Doar !Jiu Thonopoona 

/, .. I ,, . 
/ 

On !AAron 1 , 1939 you forw<lrdod to "" 11 lftt tor unto<! 
February 20 which you had roooivod fro:n Ulss Luo1lo J . Drioooll 
or 219 Church Stroot, Hartford , Conn&ct lcut, who la employed on 
a 11at1oMl Archivoa Project in Hartford4' t.nd requoa.tocl t:!u.~ .:o 
1nvoat1gato Uiss Dr1scoll 1 ~ case and send you n ropor t . 

\to have co=:.uni.eate:d r.lth Ur . '/incant J . Sullivan, 
StCLte Ad.mi.,iatrs.tor ln Connecticut, ";Jho reporta that the 

, 

technloAl aapoota of tlss Driscoll•s work havo boon aatl sfActory . 
nowovor, aho 1a possossod or a vary sharp tontuo, and it apponrs 
that tho hArm aho l s dol~~& to ~1\e worl:o proi;r&m lly tallci~ tho 
\'fe.y she dooa t&r outwoigha tho editorial contribution she mkos 
to tho projoot on vthloh she works . !Jioa Driaooll 1a an assist .. nt 
editor and 1s po.ld o.t tho rato of' a skilled worker whloh is ln 
Hartford only 0110 oont on hou.r lose tho.n thAt pAid tho prorossional 
workora. llor suporvlaor dooo not bollovo sho 1o 'lU&.liflod for 
re.ting u profoooion<ll oditor. Thor o 1G nothinr, in !Aloo D>•isooll ' > 
baoksround or poroonal"lty which would qualil'y hor f'o>· • non-
rollof pooition which would bo tho only othor mothO<l or Pf\y1.11G 
hor a hi~hor a&l&ry. 

Purthor . thoro appoars to bo no y;ound ror ~iss Ori1ooll 1 a 
ohar~o thtt.t her euporvisor ia a. politloa.l appo1nteo . Thia porson 
Tt&.s orttlnAlly • rolter oaae And. wae promot6d to riold lnapoctor 
on his morito . ~ttor temporary private eaploymont ho oamo back 
to tho WPA proar&n aa asolatant supervisor at $110 a :oonth. 'lll>on 
his auperior loft rooontly ho wa3 c&do auporv1aor and rooo1vos 
$135, not 0165 •• Uiss Driscoll otates . Bo hea dono a vory 
l&tiaf'aotory piooo or work. 

I o.a rot1.1m1n.:; l.Use Driscoll' t lottor . If thoro aro 
any turthor quoetione , I oho.ll bo ~lad to ooouro tho antwors . 

Slnooroly youre, 

...::::r; ~ &.. fc:£v.._ 
Floronoo Jter'r 
AAolotant Adminiatrator 

Encloaure 

. 

f 

- -... ~ 



?.19 Church Street 
URrtfOr"<l , Conn. 

l'ob1•uary 28, 1939 

vecr,t.m·;~ to 
•<l'o . ••'l.•n11lt l1n li . J<oosevelt 
\'lashin(l ton, D. I) . 

Dear i.taaam: 

~'ho writer of thi s l ettor !n o. ~~~lth 
Col lege graduate of tho class of 1916, and a friona for 
mnny yoare ot illas Bakor (now I.:Z.s . Swift) , fnruorly 
secretary for almost t went y yoars for ;~r . Jo•eph 1'1 . 
Alsop of Ha1•ttord. 

I have road with intoroat ~a . Rooaovolt ' s 
co=onts regardin(l the 1/PA, and I am going to toll you 
s omething about it . 

Hero le my hist ory : 

1893 - Bo1•n ot Alller1cnn parontac;e . 

1910 - Gr aduated 1/indsor, Conn. , Hl(lh School , 
Vnl edlctorion of Cl ass . 

1916 - B. A. degree f r om Srni th Collego 

1918 - Carnegie Endowment for Int ernat i onal 
Peace , 2 Jackson l'l aco , \laahlngt on . 
~tenographer and editor ond proof 
reader . Ass1gned to work tor Ur. 
Hunter Miller of Col onol Houso 1 a 
l'oaco Comoiss ion. Extrouol y con­
f i dential wor k . iJr . l.llllor ia now 
in the Department of Stato . 

l 919-lij22 - Deputy Clerk and Chi ef Clork , 
Juvenil e Court , 1'/aahinaton, D. c. 
Appoi nted by Judge Kathryn Sollers . 

1112~ - ~pecial work, Department of Sto t e. 

1924-1925 - Hartford Acci dent k I n•lomn1ty Company 

1925 - Passed Civil tiorvice Stenoarnphor 
Examination 

1926-193~ - Private Secretary f or Senior V1co 
Prooident of Nati onal Piro Ins urance 
Company , Dropped a t age ot 40 , and 
replaced by a girl in tho oompan7, 
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1933- 1938 - 'fried to trade in s tocks . 

April 25 , 1938 - Ass1cnod to IIPA at so¢ an 
hour . Mayor Spellacy tried 
to holp me obtain work. 

May 5 , 1938 - \IPA - 59¢ an hour . 

Juno 20, 1938 - \'IPA - 77¢ an hou1• , or ~92 
a month . 

Although l have had an oaucntion end business 
expo>•ionco which no other person on t his p1•ojoct could 
equal (only two other coll ege peoplo havo boon on it) , 
I aJn unable to aavance, Wlless I have SOJ:!O political 
influence , 

Last summer an A~sistant Suporviaor was 
appointed - a fine gontlat:an, but a man .,ith practically 
no education or experience . Ho was appointed Supervisor 
at a salary of $165 a month with traveling allowance on 
i'obruary 23rd. lie is my superior, althouah he cannot do 
the work which is required , He owns hl$ homo , his wife 
hes bean amployed for twenty years , and he 1a not on a 
relief baoia . 

I o.m told tho.t '.'IPA has many 1nato.ncoa of this 
kin,\ , I t i s ooldo1:1, howeve1•, that ono finllo n college 
womrut in auoh o. predicament as I an> 1n. 

Bocaueo of m;y age , I cannot qualify for a 
position in industry or for a Civil Service position . 
\'IPA was created for peoplo in need of work o.nd unable 
to obtain it. It was not created for political job­
holde~a not in neod of work, and it 1s unfair when a 
person qualified for prottOtion does not get it. It 
is even moro unfair when tho person pro1110ted cannot: 
do tho work, and the person rankins lower must do his 
work tor him. 

Vlhon I asked for sou.o instructions con­
corning tho editing of my work, tho Supervisor said 
to mo: "!Jiaa Driscoll , 1f you do not kno11 how to do 
t his work, ~will have t o ge t soma one horo who does , " 

In other worde, "wo politicians n1•e going 
to go t ours , end we have tho money to hi>•e people to 
do tho work for ua, ao 1f you don ' t do the wo>•k, wo • 11 
net so>no one who onn. " 

\'lhon \'IPA appropriations nro out , I ahall 
probably be droppod from t he rolla, but a l:luporvisor 
wi.ll stay on - t:he needy are dropped. 

' 
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I am giving you this story, becnu•o it 
1s n case which can be checked. l.!r . Alsop ' u !"armor 
secretnry, now :u•e . ll . Mosher Swift, llol'th !lntfield, 
i.tnss . , will give you my complete stor y . 

It is my belief that III'A expenooo could 
uo reduced without cnusing hardship by dropping at 
once ovory non-re l ief worker who has surf lc ient manns 
to ennblo him to l ive comrorto.bly for o. yoo.r or longer. 

v 
On my project of 27 persona t he elimination 

of this ~165 is the equivalent of the elimination of 
throe sm4ll salnries combined . In ot!1er words, if the 
non-relief burden is removed , tho poor ~\d noody may 
live I 

i(rs . Roosevelt has always displayed suoh 
interest in social matters that tho thou)ht occurred 
to we that aomo day, in chatting with hor, you miGht 
tell hor ot a WPA incident which cnme to yOut' attention. 

Vory truly yours , 

~g.~ 
Luo1lo J . Driscoll 
219 Church Stroot 
Hnrtford, Conn. 

) 



-· -

lira. llooo.velt a tka tr yoa will 1:\Yutle•« 
thio cue ami belp 1t ;.oadlW! . 

Yery a lncercl1 yours, 

tAcr~tury to 
Urs. Boos evelt 

~ro . Ploronca\ ( e r ' 
~or'- Procr••• ~lnlttr•tlao 
Wu lllnl:t= 
li.C. 

I I 

I 

-[... F4na 'l'h~r, StatUe, Walhln&ton (no street &ddrue ) 
l!aa been laid ott onoo and 11 oow tbre&tened again dt.~ cliuUoal. 
bocaueo or ruling agalnot oln&la people. 

• 

0 



F . C , HARR IN GTON 
loOW IH I .TitA'tOIIt 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
WA&.MCA...IOH HION ltUII..OJHQ 

1134 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. 
WASHI NQTO N, D , C. 

t..iss .Jal vina 'UtoLn1J~on 
Socrotnly to JJr s o liooscvelt 
rc •• e ~.:u. t e Hou~e 

I lll:t retur ning ht:::r e\,1 til t hr: ori!!ii'l~l 
letter l'lhich you !.enL 1.1e on A1wi l 8 th t.ddreb~ed 
to OJrs o Rooscvol t by !.li "" Edna Tho; er, 16<. 7 
Oe>..-ter Avenue, Sell ttle , ~iu:;~llit'l~ t on , .. ho felt 
t ha t her asslc;nmcnt on the. ~rPA ~c•:itl,g project 
·.·. a~ i nsecur e due t o t tl& poss1Ule r eduction oi ' 
project pvr "oortcl o 

As u r esult of our invcstiu~tion I ~a v~ 
v.ritten agcin to J.d~s Tht.:yer Lnd t:ncloeo a copy 
oi" '·'II l ot tor o • 

;.soist~nt l.d:ninlstr at or 

· Encl osuro 



"· C. H AJIUUN01'0H --
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

WAI.I<&R 'C •o .UIUMHO 
lfU ... CW YO,. I< AVCNUC HW, 

W ,_.HI NQT ON, D . C. 

IUaa ldDa Thqor 
lll7Du:t.er .t.-· 
8Mtt.lo, lu~ 

Daar IUoa tbqero 

Oo April U;tb I 111'0\1 ,you oci<Jiowlodci nc your litter to lira . IIDoMftl t ulliAc hor attention to tho oltuoUoo l.D obich oiAcl• .aaon on rollo! f l.Dd t bonelna. 
Our report olaowa t bo t .rou oroo dJ1n.: • capoblo Job l n t.hl MWiq rooa proJect and n o~proclat• tho ortlclon~ ond wor-.b1p of all au:b por110no 1a our prod\lct.iu procru. 

I W&Ot to lot you know t hat tbo oituot ion or oift&lo -on 011 rollot 1• roce1rtq tho attention of no. llooooftlt and W o .&dal.DiotroUon. llitb tbo llaltod tuDclo obicll Mable uo to Clft ooork .. l tod to tbo alr.lllo or UDeaployod ooaM, wo ofwa tiDd H nocouory to .. cortoln rolot.ift aood oo oot all or t bo UDftplOJod can b o proYldod tor tbrouch tbo work• procraa . I out you to UDdorotand too \¥\ wo an al.DUiol of t ¥ ol\uoUoao f ocad poraoaoll,J b7 oll a>rklll'o on our proJ IOCU. l o aro dolnc OYoryt.biq poaolblo "" ea-q forward o prorna to ••t tho aooda or tbo uaeapla7.S, ud I aa &].od to know iblt you yourool! an bolplac by doiq your o., job oo wall. 

nonDOI lorr 
.t.aaiailat .t.a1a.lotrotor 
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... C:. HAIUUHGTOH 
...,._.,. .. 70oot 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
WAUt.QI. K>ft 1•011 eU'U.O fHO 

lfU H:CW YOftK AVCHUt NW. 
WAaHINGTON. 0. C • 

A•>ril 1', 1-.1)9 

1.>·• · •'rMk'l.in 11. Roosevelt, 
'l'i•o 11h!to floue11, 
l\tu.~.1 naton, ;:>.c. 

~tt ... chod horeto is a repor"t- covcrtn, U·e .anottn 
or 'lour •.ail r a ceiv..d durtn., the per t od ioi>ru:>r,Y 
ls~ throtl;!h Uarch Jlst, 19~ . If it ia aatist'act.ory 
to you ne \till i'urni!.h "lOU. "tit!! such 1-enort.., at ounrt­
<.r ly in~ervAlo . 

Plea so d() not nesi t.o.t~ to r.al:e !l't f!ts-t 1 or'l• ro I"'N& \I') 
tho i'Or.'ll Of r u,Ort. ;;J,icit YOU hel1...,Ve \,ill ;,. ·•tOtt; 
vAluahlo . 



REPORT 0.~ TRE HANDLING OF I!RS. ROOSEVELT'• S MAIL 

This report covers 1493 letters received during the period 
February 1 througb !larch 31, 1939. All of these lett ers were -.ritten 
by women or nere concerned with women's problems. 

Over half of the letters (850) portoined to e:nploymcnt. 
·l"lben they ral.at ed to WPA eoployoent, assi gnment to or retention of, 

they wore referred to the State Works Progress Administrations and 
also to the State Directors of Professional and Service Proj ects and 
to the Regional. Supervisors in an effort to bring thoo to the atten­
tion of all WPA atete otfioial.s who might bo bolp£\ll through ony 
phase of t he liP A progrom. Although not request ed, many reports have 
been received from etato ~l'A officials indicating thot a nlllllber of 
WOI!Ien "ho bad been diSmissed from WPA work bocouso of al.igibllity 
for Social. Security benefits were reinstated upon revision of the 
I'll' A policy regarding the ""'ployonen t of persons oligible for such 
benefits. 

Al!long the 363 letters fro~ women requesting assistonce in 
securing direct rol.ief or in having tho.ir allowsncos increased, a 
noticeable numbar requested hospitalization. Copies of thosa letters 
were referred to the appropriate relief agencies, or, in some in­
stances to the State Works Progress Adl:Unistrationa. 

When the wri tera' requests ral.ated to catters out side tho 
jurisdiction of tho Works Progress Adllll.n.istration, every affort was 
made to bring th.,. to t he attention of appropriate agencies. The 
Xoung Wo:nen' s Cbristian Association of Washington was particularly 
gracious in handling a letter which was referred to them for aid in 
obtaining a moderatoly priced bousekeeping ap~trtment for an oldarly 
widow. That Association .not only furnished addreseea of sui table 
places, but expressed willingness to cooperate at any time. 

There were ovar 100 letters requesting Mrs . Roosevelt to 
donate or lmd 1110noy, to send discarded wearing apparel., to provide 
hope chests, to purchase or assist in the sale of band-work, and 
to advise in regard to personal. probl ... s, usually concarning brolcen 
bolllea. 

In appealing to lira. Rooe~val t for aid many women ex­
prossed llaartfalt apprec.iation of, and confidence in, her interest 
in their probl••· Aa one young Negro woaaan of Atlanta, Georgia, 
put it, "EY«t though I a11:J nevar have word of any sort f'ro01 you, 
I wish to thank you for showing thoao of ua who are coming along 
the Wa:J in tbaao bewildar.ing timoa, how fine a wo~non can bo. • 



r. c WAIIUUNOTON ..... ._.. ... , ... ,.. 

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
WAU(~IM)N Mllf..OCH.q, 

17S4 NllW YOIItK AVENUE NW. 
WASHINOTON, 0.. C. 

11~ ls, 1959 

/ 
r.} 

lira . Eleanor Roosevelt 
Th• llbite Hou .. 

o/ 

Dear lira • .t<ooaevelt: 

I aa encloaiag a copy Q; the report Which 
bu been !o.-.arded to me about"llra. Cora Jones, of 
KnornUe , Tennaaaee, 11bo wrote you on Aprlfl2th 
roaf.l'<!1ng her destitute situation. Her lattor to 
you ia returned herewith. lire. Jones' circumatancea, 
a a atated in her latter, are true. 

fro• the COomunication receiVed by ua, trana­
mitting the report, I understand that lira. Jonea 
ia currentl;v certified for ftPA Olllplo)'lllent and ia 
nt.1 t1ng uaignment. I .,. a eking our State Office 
to do ..,er:ything poaaible to e ee t hat • ._ ueiatanca 
ia giYOn t o her. 



\ 

Knorv111 e 
May 2, 1?.39 

!lrs. Louise St. John Tayl or 
Asslst&nt Stf•t& Dir-ector 
Division of Employment 
Stahl man ]Uilding 
Haahville , Tenne ssee 

Dear ~lra. Taylo r: 

RA: r;o r A JonPs 

At your request n thorouzh 1nve•t1~stton on the 
above case has been made by our o~n ~pecial staff and con ­
ditions a s stated in the letter from !.~rs. Jones are very 
true. 

Mra. Jones. a son Char leg aged 17 ye prs, aild a 
daughter aged 15 years, ore living ot the present in a eon­
dernned hous e for which no r ·ent is char~ed. The hou1:1e is 
in such poor state of repairs that 1t to hnrdly hubitabl e , 
the roo f l P.aking in every room and the foundat i on weW{ening 
in severul places, It bns not been possibl e for this fa~ily 
t o obtnin better living quarters becouse of their inability 
to pay r ont. Charles, the son, does earn Ll fey.· dollars 
ench month from odd jobo but this Is used in thP pure~'"" 
of food t~ supplement surplus comrr~dltles issued by the 
State "':'elfore Department. This does no t £'1V~ tho family 
an adequate food supply. 

The :Fomily "'olfare Bureau, the city ~·~lief •e•ncy, 
ho s given n9s1etance \o this family over a per iod of ye3r s , 
but d1.aeontinued aid September 1938 becau.ae l~r s . Jones 
fell ed to coope-rate wi th that agency in y,·orkint out & plon 
for h er future . Mrs. Jonea married a man much beneath her 
1n the social otandardo and for this reooon is h•sttnnt to 
accept aid from her own farr~ly. The son, Charl es . is in­
corrigibl e and it haa been recommended that he be placed in 
a trai ning school and then Mrs. Jonea and her dau.!h t er l ive 
with Mrs. Jones' sister: Urs. ?ul ton . Mra. Fulton h~a · 
offered to do anything for her oiater, taldnt fUll responsi ­
bility for her support nnd that of hPr neice, ho .. ever oho 
will not allow Charles In the home . ~~ra. Jones allown her 
hutband from ~hom she hAa been sep~.roted since November 1938 , 
to return to the home on varioua occasions and V1·s . Fu1 ton 
"ould not consider thls If hPr s ister lived In hor home . 

. :~?i>'. 



- 2 -

Vra. Louiae St . John ~Bylor 

''r. Jonea 11 vee in a 1thae."..t on the T1 ver ba:lk and ~·• no 
contr!~tlon to tho oupport of the fnr.rtly. only monotint 
to cc..re for his own needa by .f\l&'ifl,g and fi shing. 

~' aJtuBt1on of this f6m1ly is trotlc bn1 l! ta 
c~rt &lnly true that emplo~nt ls nPeded in th~ hooe. one 
can't help but feel thet. !.'rs. Jones ht~s bec:oee- so dltcourarted. 
over h•r envl ronnt:nt that ~he l:&~ ceased t, e r• ri' ti.l'\d )'fot lt' 
e:lvtn eq)lo~nt and a steed,y 1nco:t:;f" sl:e cert~a1nl:-· ...-.lUld 
a.:C.- an effort to eatabllah he-r ho:r.P and m~intl'ltn ~h· ttt,:ulard 
ot llvlQ£ to •hlcb she hed been aceuato~d ~rore h~r revfraea 
of the pat t four year s. 

It oor e tnfo~tlon ~~ desir~d ~• ~111 b~ flRd to 
be or At1:J fUrther 8sa1atanee. 

t"l.tr-cnr 

Yours very ~ruly, 

St~ttd ''nrtha I '. Yel t o"O 
(Hrs . ) Martha !' . Pe l ton 

Ar ea. Social rfork ur 
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.l Llre. Verna Du.lJ., Route 112, c/o L!:rs. Rutb Park, Rockwel l , N.C. ltvtnp- with 
her htUbend.a relat1 vea who are cruel and I:IBe.n tonel\1 bar - Husband throat ens 

bor 1t ahe d oean•t got a Job - Health broken, &to . 

1ty dear lira. lerrt 

~~>'~ · Rooe8Yolt ""ul4 ._prrecta to 
it st you t :oul4 eon~ eoae ooe to v1 a1 t thi a 
--.a t o asz.e her up .nd eee 14ul.t tr..a attuet i on 
te. !1>'1 . llo008Yolt 101111 hy to help her U ebo 
anoul4 be hel~ecl. 

Very elnoeroly youra, 

Seorotory to 
ltro, Rooaovelt 

' / ) 
I 



F. C. HARRI,.,GTOH 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRAT ION 

1734 NKW YORK AVIIHUI: HW. 

WASHINGTON:. D. C . 

July 17, l9S9 

/ 
I 'I 

Ilia& llal villa rhooapliOn 
Secretary to lira. Roosevelt 
The llh1 to Hou .. 

Dear W.oa fhoepaon: 

On Juno 15th you fornrdod to me a latter 
from lira. Verno Davia, of Rocr•ell, North Carolina, 
aalcing for ll,rs. Rooaevol.t'a assistance in obtal.nin;l 
&QPlO)'!DODt • 

Thia caeo was raferrod to the Stato 'IIPA 
~oyment 1)1v1a1on •hlch i s handling an 1nveatigot1on 
through tho .l.rea Social Worker in tho vicinity in 
ol'lier to <leteroodno if' WPA usiatanco can be given 
to lira. Davia. Aa soon as a 1\lrtb.er report ia rocaivod 
I aboll wri to 7ou again ao that it 1 t 1• not possible 
to "'~ploy lira. Devia in tho liP A lira . Roooo.,.l t can 
give the aattor her peraoaal consideration on tbo baala 
of our report. 

~o-r:;~~ r.f~'S Coaaiaaiooer 

it!J 



Y.C. HA""IHGTON -·--· ... -·-~· 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

11.)• HCW YOftK A~UE NW. 

WASHINGTON, O . C , 

July 51, 1959 

IIJ.oe llalviD& Tho"'Pson 
SeeN ta ry to lira , Rooeevel t 
Tho \1h1 ta Uouae 

Dear IIJ.oa 'lhoepeon: 

111 th r~ther r eference to tho C080 of 
XMro· Verno Dav1s3r Rockwell , North Carolina, 

about ,,hOII we gave you a prel.ia1nary report on 
J ul.Jr \7, 19!9, I u attaehirl; CO(T/ ot a report 
.tlieh baa been sent to ue, I ..., also attaching 
a copy ot our rep~ to ~rs. Davis' a letter ot 
June l& to !drs . Roosevel t. 

·, 

1-1/ 
v 



JW.,. Sl, l9S9 

~ .... Yoru Dana 
ro,.. ll'011ea1 a Chrtotlaa 

.&111011iat1oa 
G.,..oaborc, l oJ"tb CAI'QliD& 

Dear . .... Dan., 

Mro • .loo-...1 t b.ao &Ked .., to roplJr to 
yoar l ottor to ber ot J- 1&, 19!!11 ill 'lllicb you 
ro~••tod aid ill aoc~ ... tt., 

Ioo aa otrort to bo ot ouiotaceo to you 
• • &Ked our Ad.ai!Uotrntion in !lortb CIU'Olin.t to 
rotor )'Our lottor to tbe !'r<>por agency tor 1 DV.Oti­l(OtiOD, 

A report hu Juat roached ua thot you oro 
noo liYiJtc with )'Our aiotor &t tbe I .lf,C,J. , in 
o.....,borc, Mor tb Cu-olina, in wldeh cit;, )'OU ..... 

now ~od oo a boaut;r parlor oporator, 

Wo aro rlad tbat you ha•o boon able to 
oolft your p.rchl.a 1n 110 oaUat~cto,. G IIIWlor, &ad 
&ball l ot Mro . llooaon1 t kt•a about yofll' ea pl.,._Dt, 

Ploreaoelorr . 
Aoaiotaat Ca.aioo1onor 

\ 

' ·;-... 



.... F1-..lllrr ... -.-.··-··•iea• 
11t111 rr.J .... MII.DinraU.. 
lfM ... 'fel'll '-• I. Wo .... ,... ..... . 

... ... ..., 11M w ...... .., ., • "10"· 
t.a ......... ftltll - hpf' .. "' •• ~ JeJ'•• .uee.sde ai'MUr et -. WM ~t 
ll.W.. .. fMl ~t till repo" 11 .. .., ·~ ............. ll·- tllat J'OII wU1 HJ•l.M la ... 
, ... tllat .......... 11 .,.,..u, •11'k1111 out b.r 

- -.lfttia. 

..... ,,_ .. 

... " Mll.ainraw 
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Alb-rle, North Co.rolilll>. July 22 , 1939 

lliu Chlorio !Callum, Aaoooiato Dirootor m.ploymont Divioion Vorl: Projocta Adminiotration Ro.leigb , North Carol i na 

Dear Mist Ktllumt 

Conoemj nc.; a 
lira. Verna Davio 
Route I 2, Rockwall, 11. c. 'f. lira. Ruth Pari: 

In reply to your l etter ot June 30, 1939, roquooting t hat we make a report on the above perocn we with to advioo that botoro atteopting to vieit Ura. Davit we tbnught it wise to contact Attornoy C. P. Barringer whoa llro. DaVia had given aa a reference. 
Mr. Barringer in helping us to know eonothing of lira . Davie' problea told uo practically tho IAIDI thing that Ure. Devio had written in h•r letter to Ura. Rooeevelt and in additiOD to thie gave ut i ntor­cation roeardini hor omploymont record and financial aitwation at thio time. 

It ie true, according to llr. Ba"ringor , thAt lira. Davie not only tool: the reepontibility of helping to roar the family but for oovoral yoaro had employment with tho Soutbern Ball Telephone Company, pooitiona ranging fro~ re€"lar operator to ouporvieor, hor worl: being oatiotaotcry eo tar oo he know. Sho worked with the telephone o~'P&"Y in hliobury, Charlotte, and Gr10nville, South Caroli na. She alto 011'led and operated a beauty parlor, haYing tal:on a oouroe in coomotology. 
1ro ~>ndorotand that during tho time oho wao tiiiJl+Oyod she wao ablo to oavo a right good AAOUnt of money. At tho time of hor marriage ohe had two or throo thouoand dollaro in tho bank ao well ao a number of tharoo of telephone otock Yhiah paid har well. 
She eeeiDid to have livod a very ueotul lito and duo to tho fact t hat ohe had bean rather dieappointad in hor own family oituation attor nor 1110tnor 'o daatb, had groat ambiUon to ootabliah a h<>~M of hor oe in whiol\ thero would bo a groat doal ot oatittaotion tor her. 
It ..... that about tive yoaro ago eba marrit4 Mr . Davie, a t~~ who l1Yod on an undivicl• d aotate , there boin& aovaral brothara and oiotero interoete4 in the inoaa. dorivod from tho farm. 



hen thougb llr. IUid llro. De.vio lived in tbo old h0111e done hia oUtoro did not hooitato to c01•e back at AllY tl.mo IUid chr>l'lgO t or e entire arrangee~ont ot tho houao to ouit th.,..olveo IUid ridicule llro. Davia in ovory way poooible, Thh, togr>thor with tho tact that llr, Davia uood llro. Davie ' money to operate tho far.., never repaying her , but at the end of the y,.r dividing tho income and produce fro•• tho lana with thooe broth ere and eiohro broUGht a~out a oamploto norvouo breakdown tor lira . Davie, It aoomo t hat aho ll(ae not o.llowod to do anything to l.mprovo t ho appeariUIOo or tho homo o.nd wao guidod entirely by tho huoband and rolativoo. At tho timo of tho norvoua breakdown, abo wao , according to llr, Barr inger, oontinod to BrO<id Oako Inotitution, Duri ng thia breo.k­down it ••- that abe wroto oovoral anonJIIOuo lettero threatening 
&lid abuoing tho charaotor or different people booauae oho thought thoao peoplo .. re porooou1:ing her . ror a long '1111111 1 t . .. not known who wao writing thooo lottoro but an invootigation by tho Dep&rtaant of Juot1oo roveo.lod that it wao boing dono by lira. Davio, 
Sho woe brought t o trial and i o now on probation by Federal Court, 

.,. later ll&do a homo villi. t in order to talk with llr• , Davio and oxplo.in to her that tho Work Projoote Administration io 
oet up to reliovo ooonoado need and t he wo would bo unable to help 
hor in tho prooont oituation. We wero unable to find lire. D4v1o at 
homo and f rom tho appoo.ranoo on the outside oho h11d not been thoro tor eeveral weeki. Wo ~uired of hor whoreaboute from a neighbor who otatod that llro. Davie had boon in Oroonoboro, North Carolina, 
tor eix weeka. 

Yellowing thio vioit wo dooidod it would bo well to talk with ltro. Ruth l'al'k , Rt. I a, Rookwoll, N. c. t hio being tho 
addrooo givon by lira. Davio . llro. Part , who io a oioter ot Kro. Dovio, otatld that Mra. Davio io na. living with hor oiotor in tho Y. W. 0. A. in Oroonobor o , North Carolina, Sho 1o .,.ployld at a beauty parlor in that city and llro , Part h of tho opinion that oho will roa.in thoro indorinitoly and probably will novor return h01111 UDder tho prooant oiro~aeto.noeo . llro. Park ot&tod that llro • 

Darl o woo not 1.n fill&llcial Dood at o.ll, nUl harlnc a good uo~mt ot 110ney whiob bed rotuood to give to hor huab&nd. 'l.'h1e , in llro. Part'o opinioD, no tho reaaon for the ootrangoraent or tho two. 
lh aro oorl')' that w wero unablo to contaot Mr•. Davie but wo toll t hat abo ha a •4•, thrD~>gb her own offorto , what oho foola, 1e a aolutiCIII to hor probl-. 

IIBOab 
ooa Mioo Attawa L. Dixon 

l incorolr youro , 

(llha) ID.oiu a. ll&min& Area locio.l Worker 
Area 8 lfPA Alb-..li,N. C. 

Bra lira. llary B. OOtortll liold l ooi&l Work Roproaontativo 

'\ 
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JUne )0, 19)9 

J_ lire. Rooeevelt b&o had a letter troa 
Uro, Sallie Cart• ell, ))2) Weot 6~ Street, 

-ch ca1o, <Uinolo, llbo 1o nployed on a •••inl 
project. Uro, Cartwell lo Jretot~l tor the 
work that b.ae beon Civen her, but &ne aeaaa to 
b4o capable or holding a b<otter job. She oeyo 
t hat juet a little better Job eould I I<Ve her 
one! her tully. 

tlra. Roosovolt do•• not know, ot courae, 
ehother you oan do onytblnl In thio c ooe, but 
h brinClnC 'lra. C<.rtwell1 o .,...., to your a Uea­
tion tor any oonoideration tb&t can be glvon l or. 

Vory e lnoerely youro, 

Ura . nor-.:ace l err 

Secretar-y to 
llro. .Roo•ovel t 

WOrte Prolte18 Ad.lnietratiOD 
Waobinctca, D.c. 

) 
, 

--
0 

I 

~--~~~.---------~~------~--~--~~ ~~:::::;;:::::::::~ --~ 
~ . 



• 

lPZ'!:C ant li 9 a rts?tt*t 







• 

~ ' ~ ---------------~~~~~--



, 









Sl '!» ~ 4.< I= f,.~ f tZU /( 

t. 'd. AJ.N.J. ~"1 411 )',.! /.,. 1..1 f..J., "':"' .u 
~ ~ L r. ~ L ,._ ~1/''.._ .w ,e 
tv.~~~, J,_ 4..._ ~ -~t.y-, ~~,if~ 
t.~lffit ~ 5',.._./?' 4.L! ¥/a.-~ 
tL- ,l>l ~~.J. "!,""': 4J r~ 
d~ ~ 1!1tt. ~ Wt); A~t- ~ 

~t -'- rt~·~I t"'~ 

---.. l !' ~ ~ 1 f"' ~ ""~~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ""'f i -t~~J l 
~, to ~ t.. 'tl ~ i..~ }>' 

~ ~ ~ t t ~ ~ r t. ~ r 
~~ .t f ~ ~ t' ~ r. ~. ~\ 



• 
l . ; 
•• t 





FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

F . C. HAJUtiNOTON c.w-·- · .. - _ ,.,.. 
11J.. NEW VORK AVINU~ HW, 

WASHING1"0N, D.C. 

, . 

Aqgust 5, 1~39 

!lias llal.vina c . T~~ouson 
Seerot.ary to !lrs. Ro~seval.t 
Tbe illU te House 

D04r /.Uss 'lbonpson: 

\To o.re llttl\chil\:: ber c:dtl! 11 co~plcto 
report on llr•. Sallie Cert·.•all , 3323 \font 62nd 
Stroet, Cbic:o,:o, I llinois. about IYhom you •'lt'Oto 
us on Juno 30, 1939. 

From thia report it doen not np~oor 
ljkel.lf that M,ytiU.11g can be done to improve 
!.trs. Cart•ell•a condition nt tho 1>rosent tJ.ma . 

Sincere~ yours, 

::A-~~~ k~~~c:e Kerr 
Aeeietsnt Ooa>deoioner 



COPY 
b~ 

'Rork Projects Adnti nietr•tion 
for Illinoi s 

222 '~Tes t North B~nk Drive 
C~icngo, Ill inois 

JW¥ 26, 1959 

Kro. Florence S. Kerr 
Aoaiatant Comaisaioner 
Work Projects Administr~tion 
llaebington, D. c. 

Dear Wre. Kerr: 

' 

In onawor to your latter of July 7 in ~hich you re­
quest i nformAtion rogllr<iing the poanibility at giving 
further aesietnnca to Sally Cartn>ell , 5&44 11. ~2nd 
Plnca , Chicago, I ll inois, we have the attochod re­
port !roo Yr. H. K. Seltzer, Director , Di~trict &, 
which 11 oolt explanatory. 

Sincerely yours , 

/o/ Alary Gillette lloon 

Director, Protesdonol and 
Service Division 



Copy 
bk 

~orko Progreas Adminiatrat!on 
Illinois 

Date July 24, 1939 

To: ll~ ry Gillette !loon, lltate Di r ector 
F1l01'1 H. K. Seltzer, lliractor. District#& 
SubJect: Project #30, 0&5, CARTU:LL, Sally - Ideot. I141S-&l9~6, &&44 ll . 62nd Place 

In reply to your memo:·an4ua dat ed July lith, 1939, :Te rloh to 1Mke tho following 
report. · 

Mrs . Oartmell ·•a• assigned to the So•.ting Project on !larch H, 19~9 as a senmstreae. 
H the tice of her or~ina1 interview she become <i ui te emotional and extreoely 
t alkative , relating the circu:::atance• llhicb forced her to bocOif.e a relief' 'client 
end 1~tar a W.P.A. II'Orltor , 

1<t this U..o lire . C,.rtaell mentioned that aho bad been under ~tedlcel superrlsion 
for a deficiency of e glancluler extraction and that abe was not in perfect physical 
condition. She fel t that she would not be able to sit and au, and .rheo she was 
asked to present n medical statement, become ~uite excitable and asked the inter­
viewer "to forgot I ever mentioned i t,• 

On ll&rcb 16, 1939 lira. Cartmell woo approached about the medical ateter.:ent, Sho ad­
vised that the RUBb ltedical College Cllnic n\U'se would coll tho project a nd give a 
verbal report of her condition. lie have not received a report to date. 

On llorch 20, 1939 lire . ~llrt.a!ll c'""" to the Personnel Depar~ant and ns<ed to be 
traneferred from Room :109C, where she was handsel'fing , AS she refu.sed to sit a t a 
table .dth negro .. orkera . She stated that she was roared in the South and becaUBo 
or this, could not bring heroelf to associate with colored ~orkera . She also 
col:llllanted about Jedsh workers and the f act they , together 1dth tlw negroes , moc>o­
polited tho Jobs on tho Sawing Project, 

lire. Cartall reCused to listen to any explanation of the aitlllltion and beCliiOO 111ldl7 
hysterical, meanwhile lltntioning that abe bad coMections 'ri th I.!QYor Kelly, llr. 
l<iner and the Chic<&o nnapepers , and she was compiling i~.fo!"Mtion ebout the Sed~ 
Projoct which would "blow the whole thing open•. 

I n addition to her other complaints, she fol t the condi tiona W>Cior which she was 
forced to •ork were very bad. lllld she objected to the drinking M~ toilet focllitiea, 
as wall sa to sening for people on relief ao she felt it was a •waste of texpQYera' 
money". 

About ooe aontb ago lira. Oart.c;ell was placed in a portable aaehine I'OOQ, llhero she 
1o operating a llaehine. Sbe 1a considered a sood ae8A15tresa. llra , Cart.ltell hae 
not resiatared any coaplainta ainea !larch &nd at tha preeent Uae oppeua to h&Ya 
uda a aatiate.ctory adju.atment. She will not be ol~ihle tor " reclaosi!ication 
until the ·lualifieo tor placamont on a powar 1:14chine and until there are power 
ID&chillla v,ce.noiee to 'IIIlich she can bs referred.. 

H, ~. Solt~r, Dir~ctor 

Ry: 11&r&nret 11, Hqe 

6uperv:lsitq P""Joct TecbniciM 
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fC. C . HAftftlHGTOH 
·n ·reme:o= 
co••~•o.....,. 

~~!]! ADMINISTRATION I I) 
": -.m.DIHO ~ l • 

tJU NCW YO .. K AVCHUC WW. • ' 

WA.aMIHOTON. 0. C. . ' . • "': I .~I ~ 
July 15, 1939 -- v. 

I / I (. 

!Ira. Frulclin D. Roosovelt 
The 1lbi to House 
lltos!Unston , D. C. 

Dear lira . Roosevelt: 

(\ ~·/ t· 
r ., '\ 11 .. ~ 11' 

,r· (\···".\' ( ~ 
~~ 

AI proaiaed in our l ett&r to you ot April 1) , 
•• are send!.ns you a roport covering the lulndll.'>S ot 
your call roe~vod clur1ng the period April lot t.hrou&h 
Juno 30th, 19)9. 

It ia eapeeial1y interesting to ooto that 
in this ....U even eoai-i!lvalida asked for sui table 
omploy>~ent or " ork to do at home, r a t her than direct 
reliet. 

Sincerely youro, 

-1f-~l~ 
Assistant Commissioner 

Attac!Jaent 



= 0 •• • tri .. . ::: , 

July 15, l9J9 

llro. Franklin D. Rooonol.t 
Tbo WhHo llouoo 
Wathinl toD, D. C. 

Dear Mr•• Rooaenltf 

.lo prollioocl 1n our let ter to you of April l:l, 
WO U'O oenclin& yoU 0 report e<> ... riD8 tho hlllldling O( 

your aail raooi ... d duri.n& the poriod April l ot throu~h 
Juno ;lOth, 1939. 

It 1o oopooiolly tnterooting to note that 
1n tbio a ail ..... ooai-invol.ido ulco<l for ouitobte 
•plo,.aut or work to d.a at home, T&ther t han direct 
roliat. 

:. : •• "I b 

Binoerely yours, 

Florence Kerr 
Aoeietant Coamieoi onar 

: : 12M' t 



S!COIID QO.UlmtLY REI'CI!\' 011 IIANilLIKI OF 
IllS. ROCdEYELT Is llilL 

D\lr1JI8 tbe tm-e.....,uth period ot April, ~, &lid JUDe, 

1939, llro. Rooo.,..elt '• mil reterrecl to lire. Kerr !or replJ' eontainecl 
a n r 2150 lettere. 

0! the .. , approJ:iately 1350 r.J.atecl to 11PA e.pl.oy.ent -

reterrecl to tbe State 'forka Prolll"'ee Ad•1n1etratione, State Director• 
ot Pro!eeaional and Serrlce Projecte, ODd to the Chief Reponal 

SuperTieore tor attention. 

IIDre than 4SO lattere ma<t. direct appeal.• !or relie! or 
auch aaeiatance u 8141cal aid aDd tree tranaportation afti.labla 

0nl7 throucl> raliet authnritill, Latterl requeetizli e.ployment m 
reliet were 1Dcludecl in tile !:l&ure !or ~.,_at, eince allooet 
inftriably work _. eought in pretaronee to relief. It ia intereetins 
to note tbet OTen .-1-im'alicl.o han ulcecl !or suitable eaoplo~t 

nr work to do at h<ae • 

OTir a blmdrecl requeete ware rece1Tecl !nr aid or intorsation 
outeide tho 'IIPA prccrul - IUCh ae releaee !rca Mnt&1 or penal 

1nat1tut1ona1 nterana• penaioaa, and taw e8CIU'it7 aid- in which 

e .. •• aalcnaeledpiante and referral• .,... • .ado when appropriate. 

About 12S letterto oont&i.Md appeal• to lira. RooeiTilt 

!nr epecial uo1ot&nce- to liTe or land ~•7, to aend cloth1nc-
1Dclud1nc ia!&Dta• layetteo-to puroha11 or aid in eallin1 band-110rk , 
aDd to -a per~ '1'1&1to cr ..trill on perooaal problau. bquote 

!or olothinc alaet eqaallecl the total o! all ath• r ooqueote . 



if rt tl 

Dear Ura. lerr1 

Urs . ~·••elt aak• that.'- you ,;w • bat 

you co.n to help lira • Jayo Tho ..... the writer or -
t hAt •verythlnt pouiblo will ~. dono, rut that 

b.lcouee the lilt• ore eo lone in Hew Iorl< 1 t 18 

h, rd to ropllc• all thooe wbo bav• bo•n laid orr 

Very 1 \ocuoly youro , 

llrl• Floreac~ ~ 
17)4 ••• tori< t'..a~• 
l a1binrton, D,C, 

Boor• tory to 
111'1 , JloOIOVOlt 

sa: : ·= ;;; ·= 

if) 
/ 

I 

0 



~. C. H A.IIIUtiNOTON --... ----"'· 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

I'UC NCW YO,.K AV~NUC: NW. 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 

October J , 19J9 

Uiss loll.lvina C. 'l'!loq>son 
Secretary to Urs. ~oosevelt 
'l'!lo r.hl to House 

Dear lliss 'l'!locpson: 

This is in reply to your l ett->...r of Scpte:nb01• 
26, 1939, enclosing one sent to Urs. ~oosevclt froc 
llrs. Jaye 'l'hocae, e/o ill Park Avenue, New Yor k City, 
in which she requests assistance in obtainine reinstate­
mont to tho Art Project of the Work Projects Administra­
tion. 

I am nsking ~ representat i ve in the Regional 
O!!ico to look into tho case, and everything possible · 
1dll bo done to help l.!rs. Thomas. However, the quotn 
of the Art Project in New York City has been drastically 
reduced and it mny not be possible to find a place .for her. 

As soon as I have a report you 'Till be Wormed. 

Sincerely yours, 

·t~~ 
Assistant Cocabsioner 



.... C. H A,.III:IHGTOH ---
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY WORK PROJECTS ADM INISTRAT ION 

WASHIHGTOH.O. C • 

- a.lwia c. n a • ~to .... la11.,-&l,t ~au • ._. 

--n a 

!IIU s. 1a "Pl7 t.o 7fJif1Z letter et s.p~ 
26. 19)9 .......... - -\ t.o .... l::·w.J.\ !rca 
-.. o~qe ~. if• 112 r.n .t.-, ... Ian Ci\70 

s. 'llb1da • ....-u uaiatao.. s. ...... ,.,., ...an.w--\ t.o u. "" Pre,Jen ol u. 1Ioft Pn,..t... ~­u.. 

I a ullilll _, •+ ••\&tift 1a tile Jl-c1eal 
Cltt1M t.o lAIOk 1at.o • -. ud .....,.u.s,.. poMu.le 
will b.-- to.~ .... ~. I ow 0 tile ..... \& 
ol tile AI'\ Pn,_t 1a ... Iartr: Ci\7 b.-.- bMa ~ 
• 0 I ... 1\ _,11M .... pr=d"'• t.o fUll • plAM tor Uro .I.e - u I IIPw • HpW'\ ,..,.. will b.- iat....S. 

' ---i 



septecber 16, t?39, 

~·· Franklin D· RooseTelt 
White Hou se 
'14U ilifl&to n, D.C . 

oear urs. Roosevelt: 

I lfonder it you Will r fli:r.e lllber me . I -ork,.d with yrm with 
t be Leaeue of wo: e n•a vo ter• i n t he 1920•e. ThRt ie a l onn ti=e ac~. 

'but I J,ae:d t o b-e i n t he offi ce d&.i l y and. o aw you alt:4!l&'t e Tery d&y . At 
that Uce I had a ve ry ti~le pl a ce i n s oci e ty, e xcel l ent stl\ndi nc, e ooial 
and ttna.u c i&l. I had • loT ely youn.:: ds.t.a&hter, \U\<l m:y hue'oa nd • s • aU"" . 
1 have l ost t he..:t 'o:n h by death i n t he lul. t ew yur e , a . .d fo r ao r e t l..a.J1 
tw:» yean 1 have h&d. a w.P.A· Job , a nd o f c.Our e e, wa• e li=i nal.ed. by tt.e 
woo dl'U':l law. 

I h$ve been ott t he j ob e1nce Au~~•t 9th, a nd a~ tryina to 
.et it b$Ck a~io . ~ile I had. t ho Job 1 co t alon~ very WPll . The 
wo rk 1 did wae very h ard., t •ac}ane: art t o childre n, but I m.a naQtod. t o 
l ive c omfort ably, and with a ar f~t deal o t di tni ty and oe l f-ree~e ot, be· 
co.uee I fel t I ear ned the money , but when 1 lo s t t he job , I hl\d t o 1:'\I')V,., 

o t course , I c~uld.n' t •tay without t hnt 1ncorr.e . 

l~ow I sm i n a d ina 11\.t.Lo room i n u. r onming h 'luiJ4 i n a "ide 
otrt~t. waitin~ f or the reliet bureau t o Qert i fy ~y rel ie f a t atue , eo I 
can otart thie atruuat a to ae t my Job 'oaclc , or a J ob . I b roke n:IY h i p 
in a fall a few yeCLr e aao. I a.m very leJU, walk With a cane, ard it 1e 
hard for me t o 6et. around. I a rn not aakina you t o endoraft ~:e , Ura. 
nooeevel t., that would be 'toO a.~u.ch to aok of you , and beeidea, t hey hava 
i nveettaa.t.ed aaain and aaa1n, and. t h e 'f,P. A. h&a 1nveat1c"tod. :ne apin 
t.nd. again a nd awun, ao t hey know all abwt ce, and t l..ey know r:.y wo rk. 

I ac a very coMpetent artiet and a g,ad te~cher. The children•• 
art uod.er r.e wae very 4e l 1cb t1\al, a nd • • cot al~n• b,.aut1Ailly. I t. 11 
t he ,nly t hlo• I know a.nd. t r.e o nly t hi nK 1 can cl? . I ha•.- C'i •en ~ wh"t le 
l ite t o t.he stud.y 0 1 art. I a3 \ oo o ld. to c-t oo t he re~lar teact'.LOr'e 
atat t, over the ace l1~t. but t hey ••r• •ery glad t ? have ae ~ile I 
• • • o n the Y.P.A· 

I ! you r eel you can •~n4 t h ee or me 
will help me ou\ of the mllerable eitu~oti ,n I 
it and Oe eo aratetul to you, ~re. Roooe velt. 
Jli.Or&l1ze c1 i t I haTe to 1\ay here r:uch lon&ter . 

a messaee of any k1nd that 
a.c i n , I W "~uld appreoill\te 

I will be compl e tely de· 

1'h&nlcin& you tor your ll:1nd.neae and c::our-te ay 1 I am, 

very r eapecttully1 

( 



(p;; I 
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

,., C . HAARI NQTON 
c.w ...... --..- - .. - . ..:c ... 

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. 

WA$HINQTON, D. C. 

1/ovember 25, 19.39 

llias llalvina c. 'lhompeon 
Secretary tG Yreo Rooeevelt 
'lbe V.hite Ho\Uie 

Dear lliae 'lbompeon: 

'!hie is w1 tb further reference tG 
Yra. Jaye 'lb0118s1 112 Park Avenue, New York City, 
'IIIlo l<rote Yre. Rooeevelt on Septeoi>er 18, 19.39, 
requesting aea1Btance in obtain1ng reinatatement 
on the V/ork Projects Ad!Diniatration Art Project 
in New York City. 

In 111:f letter tG you of October 28, 1 
Wormed you that Mrs. 'lb01:1as was reaaa~ned as a 
teacher on October s. 1 regret that tb1a informa­
tion waa incorrect, as a recent report from the · 
regional office in Now York City atatos that 
Jtra. 'Ihoaes was reassigned on November 20. '!he 
del4y in tb1a reaa.signmant is regrettable indeed, 
due no doubt tG the drastic reduction in qoota 
llhicb tb1a project was forced tG sustain. 

Sinoerely yours, 

A_- F.~?~ 
c. E. :rr~s• 
tar 
Flcrence Korr 
.loo1Btant COIIIld.aaioner 



Octobur ~d , 1939 

De~~(~ 
I ha.e .mother note !'raJ-George Mtrvin.._snd 
ho seem t~ be Hceivin& tho usui.l run around 
oo Hcert1Licat1on 1D V1rg1D1 ... 

He keeps reiterat~ wh~t he a . ys 1D his 
secoo1 para&rapb ol' t he letter wb1ca .L encl"ae 
bnd t •Ht 1s pria...rU,y flby I aa seD!UDg it to 
you. 

Wn~t ls :rour o~ op1D1on of tbe administra tive 
peuOIIDel on t he lfP.t? I woulJ aot t ake hla 
'ord f or it as h9 .Ls not a rellabl~ person, 
but not having a line 1D print ln a writers• 
proJect after tour years ot " "rk seem!l to • a 
a pretty serious iDdict .. nt of the proJect, 
:<Df:l U lt is true t.Aat t ho atii1'1' ls loatle<l 
with people who do not need the work, t hat also 
.:1oes not •••• •ult e l air . 

1 Jmo~ you rtll lalo:r tbe r4hts :md 'tiTongs 
ot tn1.s situ .tiaa, .. IJd l oopo :rou ,yllJ. let 
.a bave tlla !acta. 

Cord 1,,uy your a , 

I 10 



C HARLOTTESVILLE. VIRGINIA 

october 2J.It,, Satu.rd.q. 

In cale an,ything abould happen to me 1 want you 
to have evldeooe that I h&v• done everytb 1ng t oou.ld t.o 
t1n4 •ome Ma.u• ot •elt-•uppor' att.er belng cut. ott troa 
the IYJtA on Au.gult. 1 5tb. And, 1naamuob a• aq mere •a,y-•o 
doeen'1 t =:~a."t.er muoh &D1 more, 1'~~:~ tak1n8 the liberty of 
eno1o11ng t~•• ten documentary proofl or what I truet 
mq 1mpre ea you. aa 1ntell1s.•ot effort• to meet a ll'ell 
olab hopolou oituaUoo, VIU. YOU BE 80 KI!ID A3 TO !lEAD 
THEil ONJ!: BY ONE? AOT\IALLX READ THE :Jl? IP YOU CAll $PA.'I!! 
TH~ PEW !IOliENTS PRoll YOUR ORO\I'Dli:D DAYS? ~NO l'llE!I iSK 
YOUR SECRETA.~Y TO SEND THE~ BACK TO !.o;:? PU:AS& Do, 

You ... , ln every <ate, lt hae been one 1t1ad7 
at~eam of negation and defeat. BUt tor you , I ahould 
have been lolt and gone irretrievably. Ura Rlch&rdaon'• 
letter ( WPA) oerely reoorcil the r;aeohantcal act wh&' 
11, ! am eure, a deplorable Stat. eoterpr1ee. 

racord.l a 
ca.ae •o nearly to be unc&nn3 . 
I have wr1tteb to Jay hl~ for t~ ta1r-
neaa ot hll dally oolu.am---at o epoaed to tbt pontltl•al 
Llppm&D and the llbelou• Paglar etc. etc.-.. -•and to glWe 
blm •ome add1t1onal fa~t• on bo• the ;br1~1an objective• 
or the WPA are con11atently deteate4 1n V1rg1n1a. 

It. •aa nlc• to read or Davld Gray at HYde Park. t'le 
were good trlenda at one t1111e. I've alll'i$1 11ked hla. 
I've 'beeo laid up w1\b. lll'onoh1t1a whlcb mq condone ao~~e 
ot the underourren\ ot t.h11 l etter. I had to •ell poor 
olC "Mary Portable" Remlngt.on, rtJ:1 taltb.tul •crlbe the•• 
laat tour year•, and thll bono wed oaob.l.r\e doe a not. rea pond 
to rD1 untam111ar haoda. r·org1ve 1tl det'eotl and att om. 
All 1 •.,e got lett no• 11 the cyclone cellar a.nd l.llea M.aude 
but I'm luok1 to haY• anytblnS at all ond o•• moot or 1t 
to rou . I don' \ e xpeot you wou.ld condeacend to come to 
••• me her ... ---though you have son• dotm 1n ml.nea---•o 
I don't expeot. I aball get a gl.lmp•e or you ..men you. vlelt 
CharlottiiYUll next 110ntb.• lt would glTe me IO IIUCh 
real and. andurlns plea1ura Ju•t. onoe more to tlave you ray 
s~••t tor l~oheon or tea\ Not a aoul bUt. Ulll ~au.de ~· 
would know and 111 bomb-proof hal 1 ta own entrance and 11 
qu1te apart trom the re1t or the hou1e. I haY• my meal• 
bere and wlooae ,llke a etarvlng lll&ll,the very raN v111tor 
.tlo dro~ 1n, 

~;....~~~~~-
~ rr · (i:"i!.~· ~ ~ 



l. I 

Dear Mre• le.n-a 

thle letter tor lnveeltca tlon. It t~e c.~.i. 

eannot belp ond til• neod ot tbl o C ui.ly h 

C•nulno, • I ll )'OU let. fin, ~OOGOYolt know1 

Very 11nce rely roura, 

lire, FlONDOe ,ll:err ~ 

Secretary to 
Mr1. Roosevelt 

I 

lor¥• Pro~ect~tratloa 
l'uhln<ton,D. c. 0 

.\-- ._!!:• . 1<911Jlotr~a , Bo" 10), Cuthbert, Geo. - .-rites toUr,; . J'oosevelt 
at l'ano SJ'Irlnr;a. a ak1ne tor clothe• tor her t ,.. young cht ldren. 

r a 01 ,. 



T~ yo11 eo a10h t or obtaining 
t ho r opol'\ oWllr, ILII4 llrl. .U... a>h4e. 
llrl. a.o ..... u 1\eepJ.¥ ~preo1tot11 7011r 
baYil>g t hio o.ao 111YIItSCah4. 

Beor etary to 
lllro. Jboonelt 

~~ra. l"lor•lll• o}r..JS'-
•ork ProJooto ~Dlatrotton 
WUhtDc\01>0 D.O. DD 
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F'EDERAL WORK S AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS A DMINISTRAT ION 
11:1• N CW '\'OAK AVC.NUC Nw, 

WASHINGT ON, 0 , C . 

~. C. HAARIHQTON 
~ .. ,._,...or-_..,·~· 

\!iss 1!alvina c . 'Dlompson 
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevel t 
'!he White House 

l)e.a.r lti.ss Thompson t 

December 15, 1939 

.. 

In res;xmse to your reques t o£ Octob<>r 11, 19.39, for 
so.r.oonc to investigate the case of AEr . and l.trs. Alex Rohde, Gays , 
IDinoi s , we asked our State Administrati on to l ook into the 
matter. 

We are i nJ:omed that llr. and Mr s . Rohde l i ve v:i th thei r 
dauehter azxl non- in- law, !lr. and Urs . Coyle, on a ?Q......acrc i'arr.t 
near Gays 'Which tho Coyles are buying. It appears tha t the two 
i'D.lllilies are living together no t t hrough necessity for reducina 
expenses, but rather because ot their ClUt ual desire. They &'t! a 
thrii'ty, stabl e, bal-d wor king, cliddle-class f nclilY defini.telY above 
the relief or a.ssista.nce level and i t is apparent that the fatrl..ly 
has suffici ent resoW"ees which would rna.ke them ineligible for re­
lief, which they had no tnt ention of requesting when J..h·s . P.cihdc 
addressed her letter to ~~ • • Roosevelt. 

Short~· ai'ter they moved to their present home ~~. Rohde 
incurred a severe injury through a fall. leakage or the heart had 
boon evident since t his i njury and he l'llls no longer abl e to do hard 
worlt. Roalizins that t!r. Rohde woul d be much happier i f he could 
do even light work such a $ that poerfonned by watchmen or f orcJten on 
various WPA jobs in the vicinity, Mrs . Rohde wrote to ).!rs. Roosevelt 
in the hope that her husband ni{lht bo able to secure such work on a 
non-relief basis. · 

Under the above circwnstancos, Mr. Rohde could not quallfy 
for Wl'A work. This was explained to Mrs. Rohde and her dausht cr, who 
understood the situation. The Rohdes are looking forward to the tioe 
when they lfill be eligible, by vir tue of nee, for old age assistance. 
They have been informed by a representative of t ho l'mrily \Veli'arc 



!Jiss 00viJI8 c. 'thompson - 2 - llec8111ber l S, 19)9 

Association that if need arose at same .future tl..r.lo, a ;>plication might 
be !l'4de to that agency. 

We are glacl to have been able to turnish IJrs , Roosevel t 
with such complete information on this flllllily. 

Sincerely yours, 

c. c.!~""~ 
c. E. Triggs 
Far 
Florence Kerr 
Assistant Comlissioner 



I I 





~. C. HA.A,..INGTON .,. ___ ,..,-___.... 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 
1'1U HCW Y0ptK AV'CHUC NW. 

W_......INOTON.O. C. 

January 19, 1940 

Miss l.lalvina c. 11lor.>pson 
Secretary I.e L!rs . Roosevelt 
1he 'lohite Houao 

Dear lliss 'lllompson: 

I ' 

1n reply to your letter of liove!>ber 25, 19)9, re­
quesUng ua to invest.ijrete the fa:UJ.y of Lrs. Lois Horri~, 
koute J, !lOX lOJ, CUthbert, C<>oreia, '<ho ..,.o~e to tU•s , 
Roosevelt for aasist.ance, we have hao a repOrt. ..rro,, our 
Ad!llin.is t.ra tar in Georr,ia , 

1he State lleJ)Qrtment of l'ublic >::elfa.re, 11l1ich 
Jtade the investigation of the ~orris family, states that 
l!rs . llorris and her husband, Walter L!or ris, live on the 
farro ol' I.Jl•s, L!. c. l npram in ltu.ndolph County . l'r . J.:orria 
has oper ated one plo>Y on r.trs . Incrar.~ ' s far" f or the last 
t hr ee years . '!hey hllve two children, a girl aged nine; nrd 
a boy aged fiv~. Duo to poot• croppll'll' conditions, tJois 
t'ar.>ily received a J.'lood r elief check on December 13, in t.he 
...-.oont of 115. 00 . 'lloey will receive two addit.iolllll chocks , 
one in J• 111111l'Y and 01'18 in February, which, it is hoped, ~'ill 
to a certei.n extent, rncot the needs of the family. 

'll•e !.!orris 1'amily has not. b<!en certitied I.e .. 'I'A. 

Sincere~y yours, 

1t~ 1~ 
~••istD.nt COI!IIIIissioner 
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J&nuory 20, 1?40 

Dear llra. Kerro 

Wrd. looa#velt • • a 1nte~.s~d to ••• 
the letter r·ro.:a t h& A. lolal .nia t.rl. tor tn :Us30ur1 
and wbe re .. d the <;uotaUona troa th~ let.t.era 
tree th.e boya a t S.Uetont.alne with • !lr rec.1at.1on . 
She ~clced :se to tllonk 10u for eendtns the.: on 
to her. 

Vor,r o lneorel~ rouro, 

Vre . Plorence lerr 

Secrowry to 
lira • .Roooevelt 

Work ~roJecto Ad•lnlotr&tlon 
L &htllltnn, D.c. 

, /rJ 

0 



1"". C. .. ARRINGTON 
c...-.. -.. .. _-.-.-. 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 
f7U NltW YORK AVENUC NW. 

WASHINGTON.O. C~ 

January 18, 1940 

lira. Franlclln D. Rooaevelt 
The White Howse 

Dear llrs. Rooeevelt 1 

I th1nlc you wUl be interested a~ 
amuaed by the enclosed ocpy of a letter from 
our Aci:Unietrator in ll1esour1, quoting !'rom letters 
written by the reeident boys at Bellefontaine 
F'arms , Ml.esouri, following your visit there. 

We are glad to know that you made 
good with the boys d01111 there! 

Sincerel,y yours, 

JJ~u__ \~ 
A.saiatant Cocmiesioner 

.Ehcloeure 



COPT 

B. II, CASTEEL 

FEDERAL 'liORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

Jefferson City, Missouri 
State Administrator 

Urs. Florence S. Kerr 
Assistant CClll:missioner 1 YiP A 
1734 Nn Yoti< Avenue !lVI. 
wasldngton, o. c. 

Dear lire. Kerr • 

lm'ing lirs. Fl'anklin o. Roosevelt 1s visit to l!issouri in 
Novanber, 1939, s he visited the Bellefontaine Farms, an insti­
tution baaed on the cottage plan provided by the City of St. 
Louis for delinquent boys, at the invitation of lirs, Hynes . 
The trip was made on Sunda;y afternoon wldle the l!issouri llusic 
Project presented a concert for the resident boys. After the 
program was completed, l!rs, Roosevelt addressed the boys, and 
the foll<ndng da;y the boys wrote these remarks,_ 

"I tldnk it is a great honor to sing to such a lady 
o! high standards. • - Leroy Fl'akes (1!hite) 

11I enjoyed the talk lire. Roosevelt gave ue about the 
responsibilit;r of America that lies on us." - Solomon 
Koonce (Colored) 

"lire. Roosevelt, I want to thank you for your visit 
to the boys at Bellefontaire Farms. • - Edward Hubert 
(1!hite) 

•She told u s a story that proved that Kings, or 
Presidents don 1t think tlm>selves better than anybody 
else.• - Ioadore Braneh (Colored) 

•I liked her beoauee ehe wanted her picture taken with 
us boys.• - Orvall Green (Colored) 

. 
"I na impressed by not seeing her loaded down with 
jewels. • - William Spraggins (Colored) 

•She told ua we a&qt "Ood Blass America•, beet of all. " 
Vic tor llurra;y (Colored) 

•The dq I aaw Ill's. RooaiiVelt was the happiest dq 
l' ve known. • - !Cenreth QUeet (1!hite) 

"She said sou dq we mq beoome uae!\11 citi1ene of 
the lln1ted States.• - l!dwvd Bolden (Colored) 



Mrs. Florenq e s. Kerr -2- January 10, 1940 

"I like the W8;f she speaks."- James Pal'is (Colored) 

"She told us she likes boys because she had four 
boys of her own." - Edward Kalapinski (White) 

11It was good ot her to come to see us." - James Paris 
(Col ored) 

"According to her, the boys of today are not only the 
future 100n, but .future citizens of Alr.orica. She said 
each boy is himself the maker of a good or bad citizen." 
Fronk Harper (Colored) 

''Mrs. Roosevelt. spoke about our country, and the i.D­
portance of our keeping out of war. I think i t was 
a nice talk and hope that she comes again. " - Clarence 
Davis (Colored) 

"I notice that she didn't act very important, but as 
though ehe were a good friend." - Joe Knorr (?lhite) 

"She was dressed and acted just like o t her wooen of 
the United States of America. " - Lester Clay (Colored) 

"!.f.rs. Roosevelt could have gond to sooe other school, 
but inetead of that she came to see the boY" of Belle­
fontaine Pa= . 11 -Wal ter Johnson (Colored) 

•Mrs. Roosevelt •a visit was a shock to oe at first, 
because I did not lmow her from any other lady, and· I 
tbought tba t she would wear silks, satins, and all kinds of 
jewelry. She· se ... s to be an ordina.ry person, although 
I lmow she is above in rank and everything, but acts 
the same. She is a very refined and joyous lady." -
Emory Po~ (Colored) 

"The way Mrs. Roo.sevelt 11111led and shook hsnds rlth 
some of the boye impressed n:e more than anything." -
wesley Sanford (Colored) 

"I can go home and a_,, "I've seen Wrs . Roosevelt and 
lots of other kids d1dn • t. • - Jae . Kessler (libite) 

"She walked in witb a big smile. • - Io1ah Smith 
(Colored) 

"She wore a red coat with a black felt hat. • - Thomas 
Worgan (Colored) 

•One of the lllliD pointe thst ohe made wao to give 
tbanke to our Countl"f and to God tor living in a 
tree eount.ty . • - Curti• 11Uh1,.toD (Colored) 
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"I don't think the President hl.m!leli could use better 
English." - Leo Iql es (Colored ) 

'Ne felt that you ""uld like !Irs. Roosevelt to know how much 
the boys of Bellefontaine Fame apprecieted her visit, and there 
was no way we could explain better than to quote from their 
letters. 

Yours very truly, 

(Si gned) B. M. Casteel 
Administrator 



l!.ay 14 , 1940 

Dear !Irs , !:err: 

I am enclosinc a letter ;·;hich 
~rs . Roosev<lt han just received, and 
shc \tould appreci ate it it you oculd 
have someone see th1 s woc.an . The 
r ug she se nt i s one or the s~ll bed­
s i de type and was very neatly done . 
!.!rs. !loosevelt has wr it ten to t~.e 
wo= and i s returning the rue. 

\"11th many thenks, 

Very eino or ol y yours , 

Se cret ar y to 
Mro . Roosevelt 

Ur~ . Fl orence Ker r 
v:orlc s Progress t.dmi n1atr.st1on 
\.'ashi ngton , D. C. 

,- I "1 , .. 

' I 

mds 



fl'. C:: H Alllt l'tiH CTON --·- .. --~· 

FEOERA~ WORKS AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 
U U N&W YORK AVI:NUC H W , 

WA.SHINGTOH, 0 . C . 

J une 18, 1940 

LJ.ss • ..>lvinn C. 'l11ompson 
secre~ t.o Lr o. ltooocvult 
lho ,,hi to t\ouso 

Dcllr • iss Tho~oson : 

This 1s 1"'1 rerly to :;ou_r letter or (J.y u , 
l<uO, t.ransird.t.t.ln~ a let.Wr fro.:w : re . Lelr.. .'3l.i:uerro_. 
17 froudtit Stt·eet., adison, .ii sco:"lSln, to rs . 
i!oosevelt . 

A r epore !n>·a our St.:l.te Adolinistra l.ion ln 
.ii.~consln informs us that this ta.mi4•, coJ"'si::Un,.. ot 
lir . an::1 f)'s . Taliaterro A.nd three c!'l i l.il ren , he.vo neun 
known t.o reliof oscncioo si:>Ce l'l)2 . r l' . 'tallftfcrro 
is presen t.ly employed 'I)' ,,fA D.s a ,1anit.or , e:1rnin,. 
(;48 . 10 per month . 'tlto f3ll'J.l;- ~l"o r ecoiv<s oo~ppl~­
:nenta.ry l'Olicf frotn tho l'adioon :.elief Depur b>~n t . 

Our r OjiUla UoM lll!J:o lt illlpossi~lo for us 
to render asalsta.nc"' to '~s . Taliaferro 1n mal·:to tin'• 
t.he ru.f!S ..mieh sho :nal:es u t hou. 

::OCl osure 





I 

) 



l 
I 





Septe.bor S, 1~ 

Doar lll'o • r.l'l' 1 
+ 

I ..,. "'l!'looina a 1a u... troa llrtl . 
Van llell!!l.tl.u~, SlO llort.h 7th St.reet, 
ll .. ark, !lew """"'7· Mrw. RoosoYelt aau 1l 
thA!re !s 111\Y chonoo of ~:<~tUnc Mro . ~ll 
bock i n t he "l. P.A. work, tor 'ld>~ch ahe aee• 
to bft well q...Uliec!. 

Yory ai nooroly youra , 

.,_ ./ ... • , .... ,_.. lal'l' . 

Secretary to 
lira. R•.o•nel t 

~011< Projoot.a Adainio t.rat.ico . 
laallllli:ton,o.c. 

cn-:r., 

.. 

;_- I 

' /u 

0 

/ 
../" 

Tou.;lot hl:ndlcratt.•/•1nce her husbands <h,ath • ;!ad s~rl<W acclrlo•nt, cut fer 
~ yer.rs . T!-.cn t.lu(;ht r~r 18 acn:.hs \n public schools . "';JIOts jet •• 
te~c::her ot any sulJjctct - WAS ll dest~ner or ell l eo in prov1C"U., ~ .. ftl :r. 
Rrot.hc:- John T. 5 111 "luckle !'l"'l v1ct.~t:l cr U.r- Rooscv~lt. (IUt.o '•l!dc ·nt." , 



THE WHITE H OUSil 

WASHINGTON 

Aueus t 2?, 1940. 

ll!WlORANOU.W FOR 

LIRS. ROOSEVELT 

I do not know the lady . 

I do not know about tbe accident. 

F. D. R. 

r . / (, 'I 0 ( ( /(.,/ , 1'.1/r; • I ~ 
f'( l.tt [) ( I 1/ 

/.q - ( ~\ 11( 



l'.D.a. 

THE WHITE H OUS E 
WAIHINOTON 

AU~:~USt ~G, 1940 

l:us t I tcy t o lind this Hudson 
!liver l ady a job? Do you know •bou t 
bAr brother•s acct,lsnt.? 

E. R. 



l' C MAAAIHGT OH 
c.e.. .... - • .,--•c•• 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 
17)4 HIEW VOfU( AV£HUE. HW, 

WAtHINGTOH, 0 C. 

~eptc.mbcr tl, 194 > 

:.usa :Ja! vll\d Thol'ljlson 
~ec,retary t o J r d. koosevolt 
"J'he (hlt.e House 

Thb '· \. ll. ac .~n.>' le~o rcce lvt. of your 
l ett er of Septt .. ber t. , l':l4J , t.o .Jr c . herr, con­
cern!~ ~re . v~n l.en.sooloel' ~ill, 316 llorth 7Lh 
street., tjc~ark , tlo-. J er oey. 

,, ' 

I a.m aoklrl( ow· Hqlt•nal :,u~ervleor (')f Pro .. 
fees i onal ano ~~~~ leo Project s t o have someone look 
into this matt er o.no aea whet her or not tt ie JOoslol o 
t o got Mrs. ~ i ll bo ck i n \,PA v.ork. As soon •• I r e­
cei ve 4 TOllOrt. rrom hOl', 1 shall "Yo rite you furthel' ' 
ebout thi s . 

~1ncerely yours , 

. ' 
\ •• H. Sr 1.1111mett, Jr. 
tor 
Fl orence K-err 
Assistant ComA!eetoner 



!< 2 .n. 

June J, 1940 

· lliso llalvinc. c. '!1lompson 
Secretary to ura. Roosevelt 
'!he l'lhile !!oueo 

Dear lliss 1I•OMpOOn 1 

"nlia is in reply to ywr letter of April 2J, 
1940, tranal:littinc o letter f1'00 JliDs l!arie E· tandoheft, 
Depertl:lent ot Paychlatry, univers11;)· ot Ulinoia , Ch:~aro, 
to urs . Rooaevelt . 

A roport tr001 our Chief Retional Supervisor ln 
the Chicaeo Recion infon-.a us that U1aa tanclahett was at 
one time eoployed on the aclcdnistrative steff of the WPA 
as a stenographer. However, she was not retained in this 
pooition because of neurotic tendencie8 which oade it dif­
ficult for othera to 110rk with her. J.atar she received 
aeveral work .. ait:noenta to pro jecta but ••• found to be 
unsatisfaotory by the oponaor . On the recoomendation of 
the Uedical Social worker, she was aseitned to a typi"« 
position in the psychiatric division of the Univeraity of 
Illinois, in order that she be all owed to oarn ~oney oa a 
therapy 1n 1 teelt, and at the • ....., t1111e be under observa­
tion, She waa reooved fr001 this project at the request of 
the sponeor • 

Recently llias Landabert•a ""'Ployll8nt with ':'ll'A 
was tenoinated 1n accordance with the 111 oontha provieicn 
of the Dlergency Relief Appropriaticn Act or 19)9, and 
beca ... of Iter previous record, it is illpoaa1ble to auii!Jl 
her ae an adll1n1atrati•e •"'1'1"1'1•· 

Sino or ely your a, 

w. H. Drunne tt., Jr. 
tor 
F'lorenca Kerr 
Aas1atant COI!IIIiseioner 



FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS ADMIN ISTRATION 
IJ:U NCW VQIIIU( A VCNUC HW. 

WA.HINO'TON, O..C. 

:. HAI'tl'tiNOTON 

·~· ---n-• 

1111 KalY1DA f boapeoD 
S•-VT to .... • aoo .... u 
f ba Jhih ao ... . 

fbil will aolulow1edca HOI1P' O! T<Nr 
1-''er of hP'•'ber 1, 1140, \o lira. larr, ooa­
c....U. lira. faa .. ueal aer Sill, 818 lor\h 7\b 
ftra-', la.,...l<, h• lar••7• 

1 u ult1111 olll' Jlocioll&l 8upanilor of Pro­
te .. ioll&l aDd larYioa ProJa-'o \o ban ooeeou look 
11>\o \bia aa\\er aDd ••• 10bot bar or ~ 1t 11 poooiblo 
\ o 1-' llro. 1111 back b IP.l worlt. AI I OOA aa I r ... 
coin a rapor\ rr.. bar, I ollall wrih 10" further 
aboll\ \bia. 

liaoar&lT TOur•, 

I . Jl. an..ft.\, Jr. 
tor 
nonDMI&rr 
.& .. 1-'llll CoaaioaioUI' 



AVG 19 1~4o 
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Oo\ober 15, lMO 

Doar lire . Kerr • r_ 
1 aa 11111loe1..11a a l e\tar t...: 11n1. S:rl'f1.J 

'- Ima, lM -l lort.b Colllllbia S\raa\, LAI\cutoir, 
QUo, 'll>o lll'l taa aboa\ the - ot Iober\ 8, 
'lel\on, 128 'teet lbM UIII S\I'Mt ot that c1t;:r. 

Could th1e UD not be belped, al.noe hia 
.u. 1e 111, 

~~re. n ........ lerr 

Seo-...ta.,- w 
lire. llooe..,elt 

'lark ProjM\e A-..utratioD 
llubiqton, D.C. 0 



" · C MA.RRINGTON 
_ .. , •• _,_. W - -MCT• 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

UJ• HCW VORK AV£NUE NW. 

WA.It11NGTOH. 0 C. 

October 21, 1940 

l.lioo l44lv1na Tbomp3on 
Socretary to Ura. Roosevelt 
The 'llh1 to llouoo 

Doar ll.iaa Tboopoon: 

Thio will ackoonledge receipt or 
your letter or October 15, 1940, to which \iGO 
attacbo4 a letter from Ur$. Sylvia Long, 134 -
2 North Coluobia Stroot, Lancaster, Ohio, eon­
corning llr . Robert H. \?olton or Lanc113tar. 

I hovo wx-1tt61l to th& Ohio Vlork Pro­
jocte Admin1etrat1on ond shall l ot you hnr trom 
me aca1n oo ooon as I rocoive a report on this . 

Sincoroly youro , 

.,._, ' -') ,.. ; , ' -~,..,~;-;.,/~"// 
9'1. R. B=ett, :Jr. 
tor 
Florellce Kerr 
Ansietant Cocu1saioner 

,, 

~~----------------------------------~.,-.------~~-------~· ~:::::::a::::::::~-----~-- J 



F . C . MAARI NOTOH 
........ ... ,,. M '""'" - .14 0 00 

FEDERAL. W ORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

UU NI.W VO .. K AVI:,..UE NW, 
WA .... INOTON. O C . 

ltiw• -.u .. t.A& 'l'l•••• 
:s....,.~ "'llro, loo...,ti, 
Tlla 'fhUo 0..10 .. 

Thio wlll aekaOwl .... r .. oip\ ot your loU or ot Oo\o-. 15, 1940, "> wlliolt. w.o ••Molla4 o lenor haa aro. Vrl'rta Laac, 1)4 -2 lor\1> ColiiAl>lo 8 U•M\, tea ... tar, Ohio, -­oollll.Joc llr, lio""' il. lfti~ ot Luou\er, 

I looYO laU~c "' no Ohio &orO: l'ro• J~o\a ~iot-.tlOD 044 ~ball lo\ you .._, troa .. apia .. - ... I-.... Hpo.-. ... •hi•. 

I . B • ...,..... • • 1r. 
tot-
no ... ooll:on 
..... , ... , - .. t .. ., 



--~~~--.---~~,.~,~.~-=~:,,;,,~::, :-:::::,: ... ::=:~.- -
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1". C . HARRINGTON 
c.ww .. __,_. --.,oo;~n 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

1),,. HCW YO"K A VEHUE NW. 

WASHINGTON, O. C . 

.. , 

NovecbOI' l ) , 1D40. 

Uiaa Malvine Thompson 
Secretary to Nra. Rooaevel ~ 
Tho 1\'bi to lkluoe 

Deu !.liea Tbo>lpoon: 

Tbio lo In turtber reference to your latter or 
October 15, 19,0, and our lettor to you of October ~. oon­
eomi.JI& a letter wbiob ILra. Roosevelt received rrao ILra. 
Sylvia l:.on8 or Lanoeeter, Ohio . In her letter ILre. Lona 
requooted help for ltr. Robert H. Wel ton ot that city. 

Wo ha'Ye rece1 va<1 a report from tho Dir·eotor or 
Proteealonal ana Sorvioa Projects in Obio, who ototoo that 
llr . llolton hoe nonr boac cort1tiod tor WPA Oloplo)'lllent , lllld 
the reprosontative who called ot bio heme noo told thet ho 
was ~ployod by a ~r1vato cont~aetor 1n Lancaator. 

A Poroonnel Application >~as left with ILr. WaHon•a 
wife, with tho euuost1on t hat if her husband V/88 intorootoa 
in WPA anpl oyll\ont , ho ohauld till out t he applicoUon ana 
forward It to tho Dietriot Ottice in Colu;nbl18. Attar bie 
application Ia received, Ur. Welton will be given every con­
sidoratlon tor a supervisory or a¢>!nistrat1ve poaltlon. 

Slllcerely youra. 

Assistant C~~aatoner 



Octcber 17, l!HO 

C..ar lira. Kerr• 

llrs: Roooe" lt haa told llr. Le~r-4. 
If. lb'on, writer of tho enclooed letter, that 
aha • lll do Wha,t ehe can tc e•t help !or his 
100the,._in-l.ow, /~~Joe. Carrie Slll.th, of Thqer, 
K.anau. 

'1111 7011 lc1ndl7 uk ao .. one in 1M 
atete to "hit lire. Sal.tb and t %'y to .ark out 
a plan, taking into c cnsidsrat ion tho ateteMnta 
•de by llr. ~(Jerel 

/ liN. Plorenoa lar r 

Yer.r alnee~ely youre, 

Sec...,ta'7 to 
lira. P.ooso•olt 

Work ProJaote Adll1n1otaaUOD 
lfaah1neton, D.c. 

( 
' 

I 
i 

'/ ./ 

0 

ReU....S Mil olork - handled o!tial.el poucheo and II\ICh ot the 
Mil tor J'roeo1dont and Mrs. Rooaenlt rro11 fl1de Park tc litO. 
llito •a ooothor in urpnt nood o! a aaistanco - bas supported horael! 
and 1a n01r houookoeper in a hcaaa that will o<Xlft break up. Social lfoltare 
will take no acuon on hor appUcaUon becauao oho cannot turn10h proof 
o! birt.h. Re can poosib4< turn1ab a plaoa !or her to lin, but can do no IICrt 



F , C . HARR INQTON 
c;;o .... , • • - .. ~-... --·r• 

l. z e a n : 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS ADM INIST RATION 
113• NEW YORK AVENVE NW, 

WA$HINC#TON, O .C. 

October 21, 1940 

Miss Malvina Thonpson 
Secretary to Urs. Roosevelt 
The 'r'/hi t a Rouse 

Dear Miss Tho:npaon: 

IW J .. .. .. ' • . .. 

This 1s in reference to your l et­
t er of October 17, 1940, to which was attached 
a letter from Mr. Leonard K. Myers concernine 
!.Irs, Carri e Smith of Theyer, K@sas. 

I am today WX'i ting the Steto Worli: 
Projects Administration in K@sas, asking that 
t hey have someone visit lArs. Sllith, As soon a s 
a report is recoivod, I s hell writo you again 
ebout t his . 

!t t· s I 9 PM 

Sineoroly yours , 

' I .., ' A 
,.~" ... t "' /r l-p-..... ....-; .... ......:--<'11'"' 

\'/. H. Brulm.lett, J r, 
tor 
Florence Korl" 
Assistant Commissi oner 

/. 

_ j 
-· .... 



" · C ._. ... ._l'tiNOTOH -...-.·-··---·· 

FEDERAL WORKS AG ENCY 

WOR K PROJECTS A DMINISTRATION 
171.4 H -&W YOR~ AVENUC NW. 

WASHING T ON. 0 . C. 

Oc~kr 21. , 1940 

111M JlalYiaa ,..., •• 
IINNtu7 "' .,, • ~~oo • .,..u 
Tile nl•• ...... 
IlMJ' Iii•• ~llo.p-· 

ftJ.• b 1.D. nter&M \o ,..,... h'­
hr ot OeMber 17, 1940, \o •hioll •• a\Mobed 
a h'hr hQil 117, "-ari I, llr-n OODOe"'111& Jbo•. Curl• S.Uil ot ~ ... x.a.u. 

I u \o4q nu~ tile Bhh Wortc 
ProJ•ot• .U.Ubh•UOR 1.D. laaeu, •alci..D.c '"'' 
tile7 llal'• -· 'fhU Jboe, Sal til, A.e IIOOA o.e 
o. npon 1e ,...11, .. , I •llal1 nU• ,.. .. ..,.,., 
....... , 'hi•. 

w. H • .._,.,,, 1-,. 
r.. 
71era" ~ 
A.eala-t o-teal•u 



I,.Khl'IA KD K. MYIUt.S 
311 f4.1tUA MT A \ ' 1-:SU& 
MY JIA("' t,.K. l'itltW YUHK 

:. rs . Fr anklin D. Rooa evolt, 
rx('e•1tivo L.ans1on, 
,·,aahin~;ton, D.C. 

Our beloved Fir et LAdy , 

• - \440 

I Al:l addresai•g thie lottor to ;;ou per oonally,,rith tho fin• 

conviction that you will appr eciate oy motive, ~~d that you ~111 ctv& 

il your kind con•ldorat 1on. 

been r eti red In the oprln& or 1937 upon r eachin& the ar,e llr'\11. . l'y 

esaiganent waa be tween Syraouae and l!ew York City, peaeint; throuch 

l)ydo Pork and Pour,hkeopo!o,&nd undoubtedl)' I have handl -.1 ,. cro•t 

d enl of tho eorrDapondonoo add rotJsttd to your s ol r RWI fe.mily, t\IJ Wfl ll 

as hovl ng diatr lbutod a nd oont on its '"'Y tha t originAtinG ,.t )10\l,r 

}-,o:ne. 1 have a.l a~ h&d tho honor to have b f'en responoible tor the 

t r•nsportation and oafe de live ry or tho of ficial pouoh,addro oeed to 

tho Presldent ,durlnt hlo roaldonoo at Hyde Par k . 

ly per iod or uoorullnot o In tho Poato l Se rvice io now p&eood ,but I 

have tho eatiofaotlon of havlr.g portorrnod cy duty talthfully and oon-

•o1entlouely throu£hout the ye&r•,~nd I ao very p r oud of tho l e tt•ra 

or oomnondat1on sent to ~• at my tlme or ret1rocent by ~y euper1or 

officer• , 1rtolud1nt the Poa'br.aeter General. 

Tho t oolin& that I ~•Y have boon or oomo ali ~ht eorvioe in aeeur1na 

t ho prOMpt del iYery or your m&i l p romotes me now to a ek your per1 on~l 

ldrlce &nd &lt1e t anoe i n the fol l owi.O,S mAtter,whioh J fUture )'OU,il 

••ry oloee to my heart. 



l'y •.1ife 's mother,l!r t5 . Carrio Smtth 1.a a w1.dow,re.sid1ng in ThAyer, Kanfl , , 

!\nd ahe is in ur gent And t rmediate need or a.saistence,in t hAt she ha a 

nc penr.anent hane, and h, u.n&ble to provid~ for herself b-eoa\)38 of her 

age a nd phya1cnl conditlon,o.ncl should be under tho ce.re ol' a phya ioj tl.n . 

I t reetly regr~t that I am unable to help her . 

I t ho.a not bedn potislble to IHWC much of l"Y onl ttt-y in t hD po.st ,ht\v-

ing r eared thr oe &ons nnd onG do.u~hter, and we ho.vo se.or ifi c od muoh to 
• r I 

provide an eduoation for them; also f or ten yenrs , my O'i"m oothor, p rior 

t o hor deo.th,was confined to her bed,and we &8$Ymed the expense of 

her care . Upon re ti recent,of oourse,my salary oeased,and '"e thr oe , 

my wife , IJI.y dauthter,and rtysolf have been l ivln& on lfi'J p•msion. l"y 

dauthtur ia now a se nior in Hi gh Schoo} . ·;·fe are managing fairly wttll, 

but o.s you can r eadily see , there is not enoueh to help mother . 

I ha ve been trying t o find other empl oyrnent ,hut on account or ny 

age a nd the stAte or my hea.lth , have been uneuoce ssful. 1 would almost 

be willing t o give my ritht a nn if ' it would be the means or e,iv1n,& 

ccrn.for t t o l£other in her old age, but I arn helplof:lt:~ and oan do a~o&t 

nothin.g for he r. 

L' o ther '1\1\.! d ivoroal !'rem her h uahtltl>l..,flo is nav d.atlcl. , : ·cnr e ago,and 

mAnAged to keep eoul &nd body together by providing roam and board to 

students in Coffeyvillo,Kana . DurinG t he depression e he T~e obliged 

to give up her heme o.nd obtained & poait ion aa housekeeper in Thayer . 

The f ami ly consisted of a helpl eaa ol d lady and four so~ , one ot 

whao ~• a paryletio. Not a eineoure by any meana , but she ia s t i l l 

with thom. On t ho deoth of their mother, tho boya per auoded her to 

remain with th«m and keep the hooe together. Tho older son h&a been 

obliged to gi•e up work on aoeount of hie health and ia now l iving 

with hie dauthter,and very reoently,the youn&er suatain~d another 

b " u 5 • ttdt 5 I ht 'zs • * ) 



$hoo~,and 1-.ae been removed to a hoapital . The two t"mrAinins aona are 

li~lnt on • farm ~esr Thayer,and nother ia left alone in the old houae, 

with no visibl e mea.na of aupport exot'lpt what the boys aoe f1t to bri ne 

in fro. tho fana. Tho e state will probably be dl~lded in the noer fUt­

uro, and tho home will be eold. 

I O&Qrtot afford to go to XAneaa,so l h&vo aneated A lawyer in C~Anuto 

to ende&Yor to ~et a e,ist&nco,but ao f&r, ho haa aoc~pllshed proct1o­

ally nothing,. The SociAl WelfAre i.J1 Neooho Count y haa t nken no notion 

upon her applia.tlon booauae of her inability to furnish proof of her 

ago. You aro probably aw&re or the taot that the koepinc of authentic 

r ocorde in Ka.naa1 •nd Oklahc.na was very lt~.x in tho earl y dnye ,f.lnd we 

t~•• not been able to obtain a oortlfloate of her birth. 

They have , h<:Movor, of'f'e red llother a temporary position tnk1ng car e 

or a atok person. 

!~other la near the brealcJn& point trcn tho strain a.nd worry,and in 

no condition to aooept auoh e. posi t ton. She ia an ol d lt\dy,and vAry 

badly in need of a edical attention heraelf,ea can re~dily be eet.b­

liehed by examinati on. She would rather dl& than be p l aced ln an 

institut ion and would bo happy and contented if eho could find • 

moano ot l1Tin& by heraolt. 

I may be ablo to furniah a ploeo tor he r to livo i n Kanoae , but it 

would be impcooiblo to contribute to hor eupport and to provide 

proper •edie&l o&ro. 

\1hat , tn your opinion,should I do? 

I All an ardent •upporter ot our Pr·eeldent' e brand or Deuooraoy,•nd 

l cannot begin to toll you h"" much I o.dmire tho tt&ld you h~vo taken 

And the noble worlc: yo~ a.re do lnc; in M&\dng life more beort.ble tor the 

untortuna te. l'ay Ood blo•• you and. &1•• you euoo••• in your uneelr-



J ~ould greatly • ppreotato a pertonal anrwer , lt you can ~Anase tt, 

&nd your ady!ce eonoernlna the welfare of a •ery sweet and lanble 

old lady. 

\11th best wishe s for y our conttnu&d health and ha!)p1nest , l ftrl 

Very si ncere ly youra , 

,.-'.,(,. 'r~-< a ~ t:-1 Y( -/,..,-e.t .t' 
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~~ ~~\~ FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

k-.. ~ -.._~ WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 
' \}I IU4 N£W YORK AVtHUC NW, 

WASHINGTON, O. C . 
,.., C . HARRINGTON 

~-··-· .. --•en 

l!us l!alvina c. n.o..,.,on 
Secretary to Ura. Rooeevelt 
'!he !:hit~ Houae 

Dear Kiss 'Jhor.peon: 

'!hie 1a 1n 1\lr tl1er reference to your 
l etter of October 17, 1940, attachinf a lett.~r from 
l!r. I.eone.rd K. l(yera conce••nillg l!rs . Carrie Smith 
of 'Jtlayer, Kana a a. 

4 vory complete repor t has been received 
f rom the KllJUJaa Work ProJects Ad•1niotraUon st.:ltlnp 
that every ettort 1s being rado by the variou.. wel­
fare ar enc1ea 1nvolvod to cive assistance 1n th1o 
case. However, It will not be possible f<r 
llrs. Sm1 th to receive old III'O assistance until sho 
has established her •Ro, and efforts are now b~iz>a 
made to trace certain record., as proot. 

. 

:%
.~ y Y"":•. I 

(_ a...,~,..-
du Vt n 

f.6r 
/ Florence Kerr / 

Aelietant Commissioner 



\ 

.Doar ..... r.rr' f-. 
1 • -.10111ac • le\t ... r,.. ... 

- ::::loa a... ....... 11 1111ow S\rad. --. ---tti. ... Rri'CII .. l\ t.bcaaatat w.a 
- a "1"7 moa la\\ar and -.rae~ 1t 10~> 
oo..U elaUN\ AIQ'1taia1 or uk .... ..,. 1D 
Boa""' to '-1"7 to t ltld .,..\Mn1 tba\ !Irs. 
1.-b OOill4 do. rou wtll no\a that. ehe ua 
lin. ~\ to lceep ber le\\ar oontl.W..tt al 
u tar u -ible. 

\. 

( , 

/ rJ 

<omcr teacher - !!ocao•,olt supporter - 1njllf'ed l n •ccl rlent And ·•oors 
br •ccs - '"oal.d like •orno kind ot cl ericnl work - 59 yr~ . old 



F . C . HAAfti NGTON _ ..... _ .... - -... ~ ... 

FEOERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS AOM INISTRATION 

IU4 HEW YORK AV£':NUE NW. 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 

'(., . , 
' -· 

llov.~bur I r., 1940. 

!.!iss llalvina c. Thompaan 
Secretary tD lira. ROO$evelt 
The 'f.hite l!o~e 

Tb1o is in reply to your letter ot November 12, 
1940 anolosina a letter -.hich llrs, RooaeTelt baa re­
ceived trom Ill-s , Jessica Shaw Lamb, 9 Willow Street, 
BOston, W&asachuaette. 

I am lending a copy ot !Irs. Lamb•s letter to 
~ Chief Resional Super visor 1n Region I , llro Robert y, 
Phillips , with the request that be treat the matter 1n 
complete confidence. I am sure that be will do whatever 
he can, but I aa atraid that this is a case wbore it will 
be difficult tor ua to be helpful, 

Sincerel;y )'OW's, 

1~\~ 
.luistant CoDIIiadoner 

. -
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lot ...... ts, 1840 

Doar llh• &:en-o 

Will ,.... l'lMae Mit ~nmc1a 
to l ook into t.M - dell01'1bed b • Dz· 
illlU.CS,. 1a u.. -1- lett.... • lcou .... a 
inrli:iip 1t belp 1a oeecled - t.oo aaoh 1e not 
NqD1nd. 

v 

80S Uedison St., Clearwater, Florida - trying to &in h• r s ix children o chance­
dauGhter in trcining - second PG)'I:Ient la due Jan. 16 - fether out or • orlc -
has finished one year and h doloR eo ""U they • ant her to keep on. 
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l'ei>N&r-.r 4, 1941 

ICr dear lln. It"'"'' 
~ Roo .. n lL hao reeehed a 

loJu .. ~ •• l.!arie e. 1 •!ld•b•tL, 333 
South TruatUll ft~-. Cl\lc.>to , Ill1nob. 
S t.o rua .,_, on u .. ::aft 1n Chic~ and ,... 
laid oft bee& 11M or Lhe l~Lno rullnr. 
ln her l •tt.er eba 1t.o.l.o1: "I ll.J "n-Ol\dc;rine 
Wilut.boJ• 1 eo>u.ld procure trOrk on a Oeten..ae 
proJocL ~· t.llo ll&a,J.nj!\qn ortl.t:oa or 
t.llo 111'.1.. • 

llro. looenolL would approobh 
1\ 1t 1"~ -.ld wrUo lliooo l.&ndlhofi aDd 
loL b.,. ..,_ llb&L abo -L do t.o booocH 
.u.,iblo tor tho Job abo clealr ... 

' llro. Flo.-.mce c. l.,... 

Very oino....q )IOuro, 

s..a · arr t.o 
..... looo.-..1\ 

Iori< fN.)oet.a Adaini-....Uon 
~. D.C. DO 
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MOWAJtO 0 HUNTI,. 

~'•'"• co'"'"''''•'"•• . ....... ... ncu 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

t734 N EW YORK AVENUL NY(, 

WASHINGTON. D , C 

Kiu ll&lvina c. 'lh001p110n 
Secretary to lira. l!ooeevelt 
'l1le llhit.e House 

Dear llisa 'lhoapaon: 

•"' 

- .I 
I 

'lh1s 1a in reply to your letter of February 4, 
1941, in resard to 1!1aa llarie E. I.andaheft, 333 South 
Trllri>ull Avenue, Chicago, Illinoi• . 

I am atteehing a copy of a letter which 1o 
goine forward to Ilia a I.andaheft today. I am also 
attaohi.n(; a copy or "'¥letter of June J, 1940 to you 
in '111\ieh llioe Landeheft• a cue waa diecussed. In 
'fiew of the faete in this letter it does not aeem 
pr obable U1a t lliea I.andaheft can be assigned to a 
Defanee projeot. 

Sincerel y yours, 

ill~~\~ 
• 



IIUa IIU'la J, ~t. 
))) So<ath ~ ......... 
Chioqo. lllinola 

Deal' llaa ~t.. 

lll'a. l\oOMftlt.• a aearet.ar7 baa req~~eat.a<l that thla .t.ci1111111atl'aUon w1 t.a to 1"" 1n recard to a a.,t.anoe 1n -,our let. tar 1n wbi.oh ,.... at.at.a, •I .. wollder1JII llbetbar I ooul d proOIIN .,I'll: 011 a net .... • proJect. thro"'h the 'fuhinct.co ottioM ot t.he 11P.t.. • 

~..,_,t. oc all IP.t. proJect& 1a the rHpon­ail>Ult.:r ot at.at.a and local ctficiale . No a .. ien.nt.a are ...S. throuch tha lllabincton otfioe, and net-• projeot.a operated b;r the IP.t. are no uoept1on to thia rule . 

I oan on1:t ncce• t. that. :rcu keep 1n to11ob ..s.u. 'fOUZ local otn oe and I a alll'e lhat. :rou •111 be 11Y• n proper OOM1dera Uoo. 

n-1err 
.t.aaS. t.ant er-' aal.on• 



X w.r, t.ic.rard Paee, Hotel ·ra,ylor , Akron, Ohio - Has thr ee child ren - relates 
lilo otruegloo t hroueh Lhe year• to i:eep. famil y together by te•ctUne and 
pl&):ina_. tee hockey . Wanta a j.Jb on der~nse pror r am but is not. 1. cit. hen. 
Children now 1n Chica,eo in .sl um section and he wants to t et. t.hen out. and 
reunite t he family , 

11&7 14. 191.1 

IC1 d .... lira. , .... , 

lire, looelftlt would appreciate U 
nry aach 1l ;1011 would han tho Ot>cloaed caae 
looked l.nt.o aDd a report. eont t.o her, She 
..,llld ll.lto to Ianoe _ , ehould be dOne Cor 
the orite alii chlldnn &lid 1l J'Ou th1nk ehe 
o\llht to help 1.11.,.., The ....,. evldanUy 1a in 
need o! a Job, 

Ye17 eincerelY yo11re , 

Secretaq to 
...... RooeO'felt 

70 
(/ 

!)!) 
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/ FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

U U N~ YOIIIII( AVCHUE HW. 

WAS!"tiH~TON, 0 . C . 

HOWAIIID 0 , HU,.,T'IIt .. _ _,_ . .,_~n 

) I ' 

llioe llalTina 0. 'l'~oon 
SeeHtary to lire. Rooeevol t 
'l'he lYh1 to Hou.eo 

' I.,. 

Dear lliae 'l'hoapoon; 

Thio io in reply to JOUr letter of il4y l4, 
1941, enolooina a letter tram lir. Gerard Page, llotel 
'l'a)'lor, Aleron, Ohio. 

Wo aoked our Ohio otnee to look into the poooi-
1>111 ty of Aplo71118Dt tor lir. Pace, and heY& a report 
stating that lir. Page io not ol1g1ble tor aplO:Y"'&Ilt on 
thAI 11PA booauoo ot hie lael< ot eitizanehip, whioh also 
provanto hie emplO,IIlt by tho State Rooroation De))<lrtlllant 
1D Ohio, 

Wo also aal<od our IlliDoia ot:rieo to loolc into 
tbe oituation of lir. Page'• family, and I ea anoloo1Dg 
a copy ot a report which hao been reooivod bare. rrom 
thAI 1Dto.rsat1on oonteinlod 1D this report, I should not 
want to edvieo lire. Roosevelt to balp tha faail:r. 

•• aro aaking our lll1Do1o otn oo to tollow up 
Oil tba oaoo, retarr1Dg 1 t to tba lhtUod Chari tioe of 
Chicago. '1'he UD1tod Oharitiao , it U aoeopte tho referral, 
will very likoly food tho feail:r, 800Uro aodioal oa.ro f~ 
the :rouacoat ohild , and attompt to reunite tho fea11:r and 
find a job for llr. Page . 

Sinoorol)' youre, 

Aaoietant CoiDUoe1onor 
lllolowro 

' • 



i'ilSUL ~ J/Ji~Y 
wt1RK PiiOJt:Cf'S ~~oU. liiS"M4TICW 

(llltaoh) 

Cenu'fl h&• • Kobl Ta.ylor, Akron, Ohio 

tnveet1gat1on 1nolu4ed a ho=e visit, cltarance •1th CRA and CYO, and tht 
uviow of I'P.l reoorde • •• u.&da by the eochl work ttetr or 'the D1vh1on 
of Emplo)'att~t. 

Ur, P•s• h&e nevtr been certified or employed by WPA. However, our filet 
indie•h that he ••• •ployd by INA •• a J'id4 Superint.tncS.nt at ~00.00 
per ccnth troc June, 1936, io Nowe=~tr, 1938, at •~lch t~t ht r ttidtd 1a 
Chleaco. 

Wre. Pas• etated t~At her hutband la aot a cltiata b~\ baa ra~attdly la· 
cliut.ed hh iDUA\loo Of III:UricS full C.turella.aUo:e, t)c:c.aaior.ally 'll>htn 
r~ttinc aoAtJ t o bia t~y be etated t t•t bt ••• withholding encu@b to 
er.able hia to .. c~.~r. ttnal dth_..,,hip pep4n bvt hu hihd ~c do tQ, At 

the ti&e of hit l&et r.citt&G~• to Mre. Pase in Apri l , 1~41, the returned 
$10 to him in order ~t he mi&ht file final petition, but to T.er kno• leOae 
he hat not done eo. 

Ute . Pat• and \ht three eh1ldreo received relrer fro~ ORA from ~-~~h to 
July, 1939. The CRA record corrobor~t•• wr. P•S•'• •ccount Qf bia movt• 
cent. bttwlta Chiu&o , Detroit, w .. atd, ancl Akron. 'nit record indicoua 
repeated ttparationt and marital diaQord which -•r• &ppartntly the raeult 
of Cr. P•s•'• a-ablin,. Wr•. P&ga at•ted tl•i while her huebartd baa tent 
ecftt}' 1.0 tha (UIUJ 'll>bto be baa be.a .. paratd f 'roa tbu; 'the t:GO\II'Ih t..ve 
not be~ in proportion to hie Nmin.(t. rJ.ehttn October, 19~, ud A,pr-11, 
19-U, he ate\ .._,.,, Pqt • t~tal or tx)S.OO. She ,., lta4 nothi..n, fro: h1a 

a lnee t he latter datt. 

In 1934 the f&:Llly • •• known to tbe PUblic Aaency ill Detroit an~ b 193'1 
to Tr~naport•tion Service. Al;tAugh they • ert at one time aasiateo by 
Biebup Sbtll -.ocl the Cl'O 1.n Chicago, at tht 9reunt U...c;t nt1tber •&•noy 'i!U 
aware that Lrt. Pa&t had returned here, Thro~ Wr. J. Blder, Director of 
CYO, • • contir•td the tact that ~r . Page, dyfin& tht period ot hit NYA 
t aploymont, played hoclty with the CYO but wae not re~burtod . Ur. ~lder 
indicated that wh1lt Mr. Paga • •• wtry tond ot ~it t~ily he did not providt 
adequately for th .. becauea of hia g&ablinc hlbitt. 

DuriJI.&: tha P"" fn Jtaf"t ura. Page hat " cur•d t•po l't1 jobt •• •• 1 teh­
boar4 operator, t aotory opera~or, aaleawocan, etc., but ain~• the JOuni ttt 
child it a , .. 1•1nwal14 aha doat cot fetl t~~t aht ahoYl4 ~~ left &lone. 
At the prNt-At tl&e the retrt tor tht t..-o rooca oeouphel bf t;.re. Pagt ..nel 
t.h• ell.ildrtA ia hinc pdd .,_ a trhtu! of the t•Uy. Thie •11h't,aue will 



- 2 -

Goro.rd Page 

lhor-t.1.y be • 1thdra• n• aeeording to Wra. Page, because the tr-ienO •ill be inducted into military oorvioo. 

Beeauae ot the three-year rttidertce law in Chicago, Vra. Page 1• cot eli­gible tor roliot otnco oho hoe loot rooldonco hero. Sho otatod that tor tho oako ot tho ohlldron oho woul d bo willing to return to hr. Page i.n .t.ltron it ho had a Job and could bo dopondod upon to oupport th• r ... uy. S1nco it 11 not poooiblo tor Wro. Page to aocuro rolio! through tho publi c agenoita in Illinoie 1 her only reoourte woul d bt applicati on to a private agency. So tar 1.1 Yt have been able to aacart.a1.o,., t he baa not •d• appli• ca~lon tor .uch attiatanca. 

\ 
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lla,y 26, 1941 

lira. Roooo,.lt haa been tryint, 
oYer a period ot tiae, to atalet th• wr iter 
or tho att&ahad o._1111ioatioo in obtainin,; 
•ployae<lt. Bha Wl'it&a now that aha haa 
been into"i-d by tho II. P. A. Buraau in 
Loa Angoloa tor a poaaiblo poa1t1oo. Pro• 
Yidod, ot aourao, that oho i o qual1t1od tor 
tho job in quoot1oo, 1o thoro OD¥thl.nt you 
aan do to help hart 

Very alnoerely your'•• 

Soarotary to 
Uro. Roooov~lt J A/ · 

A'"" •n <llr 
().,,.~<.. -1 

Mra . J)eatll 8. Xerr 
Aao1otant c-l.ooiou.r 
llork Projooto A4alolotratloa 
W100h~, D. C. 

1•, ' •rM ,. m·, : . 
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,.)") I . FEOERAI.. WORKS AGENCY 
,.- WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION .-

17J .t H IW 'I'Oilht AVItHUL NW 

W AfHINOTON, 1), C 
HOWAftD 0 HUNTER 

..c ..... , ............ , .. . .... ,.. ; ..... u-,. 

tie& MaJ.rtr.a C. !ha.ptOD 
Secretary t.o Mre . Roo.te•elt. 
'l'ho fihlte HoUBe 

'l'h.t.a h in rtl)lt to )'Our letter of 
Ua7 28, 1941, w1 th 'lh1ch )"CU oneloeed a let tor ad­
dressed to Jlrs. Rooo..-elt by lUe& Allee de llalr, 
Post O!'.tiee Box 654 , Oooen Be&c.h, Cnlltornta . 

I u briftlin& Mite 4e Ha.tr1a r.ue- to 
tbe attention of Vie Work ProJect& Ad:ainistratton f'or 
Soutbero Calltornia, •1th tbe Hq\le&ot that IUos de Nd.r 
be £:1:ve ft'IOf7 eoostc! .... UOD 1D tbe eYed. of ftCIJ:lciee 
tor 'llhich aha 1a quall.tled . U J'OU. kbo•, .. are tac­
i.r!c drutlc rtdUctlou lo .atn1atnt1Te ec.plo~ •• 
..U a& project • Pl07'Mnt, end pro.pec-te are DOt. very 
good. I will write apin Then I hue a report f'l"'OI 
Southern C..llrorcta. 

SincerelJo TOUr•, 

JL~\~ 
A•tiatant Conm1ao1oner 





1 



t. , t , ?' # I 

!leu lro. lnra 

lo thoro ~ pooolblll~ that tbo 
..,.lter ot tbo ott&obo4 latter oou14 MOure 
o.plo~ •lth oDe ot tbe ... f ork W.P.A. 
o.nac projeotot Bbo oppeoro to bo 41-
Mn-111& 0114 lo 1A o pretty 4ooperoto pro-
41-. 

Yor:y o1Aoorol:y :youro, 

Beorotor:r to 
llro. looo..,..lt 

~r~. no- •·· ~nr 
Worll: Projooto Malautrotl.., 
PHenl Worll:o A&-:r · 
Waallt.ac\ea, D. o. 

•• srea d" tta,x 

'lu 

PIF/HY 

. 
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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRAT ION 
17.U NEW YOftK AVENUI! NW. 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 

HOWARD 0 . HUNTER 

COfo_W~U-11 --· -~ .. 

• 

~optulllber 3 0 , 194!. 

· Ilia• lfal:rlna c. 'll:>oapeon 
S.cret&ry to )Irs. Roosnelt 
'nle 1IIU te Houae 

You will recall the letter dated .A.uguat 
Z'T, 1941, addressed to !Irs . Roo4&V11lt by 111ea Blanche 
Pllttono, 1?25 Damona .A.V<~nue, Broo~, New York, Ill 
it !l14e Pettone requested urs. Roosevol t to assist 
bar in. !iniing work. 

We transmitted a oopy of her letter to our 
repreeentatives in New York Clty with the request that 
the matter be investigated. 'D:lio he8 now been done, 
and we have been informed that Uies Perrone stated she 
waa not seeking employment with tho work PrOjects 
Administration. 

Ulxler tbe aircumstancos, I think we should 
conoider the matter oloeed. 

=::xtr , 1 m Is eta en 't 'M 

\ 

. .. -d 



FEDERA L WORKS AGENCY 
WORK PROJECTS ADM INIST RATION 

1114 NCW YO"K AV£ NUC N W . 
WASHINO'TOH, Do C . 

HOWAIIIO 0, HU NTE,_ _ .... . _ . w - __ ,., 

Jllu *191M Oo ft C DD e. a e\617 te .... In wl.\ 
1M &ite-

DMI' ~· "' 3 •• 

TW will J'H&ll tlloo lAt ter 4at.d .l.llcu\ a?, 1941, .... • ... t.o .... . ........ u lrT 'I1U llaDcbe ~-. 1725 - Aw-, Brookl1B, - York. In 1t llloe r.n-- nqueeted lll"•· RooM.,.l t \o eeeiet * 1n n..u..c wwl<. 

w. v..-ittecl a oew ol her letter to­NJII'IM..t.U1U 1n - Torti Clt)' witb \II" reqllaAt that \be M\t.ol' be 1nftet.1pt.ed.. )Ida bee - !..a ...... 1 and • beft been inl--.1 tlwit ltl.•• i'oft'OI» et.IIIA<.I el• - DOt -111na ~t. 11'1\b tllM 'lork ProJeote ~u ... 
~)!dar \bo alro,..t.anMa, I tb1llk • aboulcl oorr·' der .,._ .. ,._ ~. 

e1 ua)¥ ~. 

1*11 -· 
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S.pt.oaber lJ, l94l 

.., dNr lin. ,_.., 

1b1a ....... - \o be .... ._ 
w1t.a ea4 t...S I ~ U ~ C101114 .....S ..,. _,.\hlo pe~ ,_ lllGhij:an \o •• 
'-• Pfttlape t.lw7 oa.a t1nd work tor t..r or 
balp t..r aolft ber probl-. 

,..., ain-.17 '"""• 
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HOWARD 0 , HUNTCR 

- .. ···-· 01'--eT· 

FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY 

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 
17.)4 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. 

WASH INGT ON, D . C. 

IIi as llal Yin a C • Tho"Pson 
Secretary to Urs. Roosevelt 
The White Rouse 

Dear lliss Tnompsono 

!'10\1 • , ,I. 

Novomt"r ~ • 1941 . 

In response to our request of September 20 1 19411 to 
our state representatives in Lansing, ~iehigan, an investigation 
into tna case of Urs. Ethel Northrup 1 6'.29 Jill> Daly Road, Dearborn 1 
has boon made and the report submi tted to this office. 

It indicates that tho Dearborn Council of Social Agencies 
naa assumed jurisdiction over tho llorthrup family, and is attempt­
ing to work out a solution to her problems by making arrangements 
tor medical and surgical tscilit1os1 and by counseling Mrs. Northrup 
in tho proper handling other remaining i nsurance !undo. 

Social Security benefits in tho amount o! $17.00 per 
month are being received by !.Irs. Northrup, and the welfare worker 
asaigned to her case boli .. ea that she will be eligible for aid 
to dependent children relief as soon as her 1nsu.rance resources 
are exhausted . 

Vrs. Northrup's main problem of late has boon concerned 
with tho purchase of a relatively expensive hoa:e in Dearborn. It 
is beli .. ed that aha will be discouraged in this by her case worker, 
and it is hoped locally that tho necessary adjustments can bo made 
to satisfactorily answer tho existing family problems. 

lire. Northrup '• letters to Urs. Roosevelt are enclosed, 

lncloauraa 

/l)'O~ 
~qiu~ -

r"r " ·r 
~orence Kerr 
~ assiatant Caaoisaionsr 

I 

~--------~--~------~~----------~--------------~ 
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D•ar Mre. l:eu: 

t have your l~tter And I hfteten to 
Allure you ~ba t I meAnt no elur. I \no~ 
Yhl' t 1 0u wer~ U;;:l: 0'3'R1n~t , :tnt! wh4t ~U1 1 
Da•leon va s up agR t net. 

Annu :'oo,.nbe r g tol tl IIA t ha t only t 
coul.d :at,ko t he Mnyor let an7 t)ltn~ b o done 
on the c 1•111nn p~trtlclp.Rt 1on ~tn • l 1thft 
thought 1 vant~d ~o 11o 1t. I d 1d vant 
t o ••• 1t ~one, nn~ 1 ~G ge tttn ~ ou t nov, 
thankful t h.-.t !'00:1 people n r o ln ""'' are 
v orlclng. 

I etl ll bel1eye l n all t he thlnR• 
ve e t arte! out to ~o, but I know lt I at~7~4 
lonzer , l vould brlng e ore hars t hAn goo4 
to the prograa. 

I ebAll oo on !1~ht1nR to~ the 
tblnge ln wb t ch I b~lle•• ~nd count on 
you r lntereet 8_nrt coop.eratlon ln t h e t u t u re 
•• I h.o•e ba4 l't tn the pa~tl . 

Very eordtall7 J OUre, 



: \f.J. uf .r 
:e"LOR.BNC8 6'1'Y.WART KR.ilK 

WAAH1XO'f'Olof. O , C . . rt ~ JP' -~ (\ ~ -~~ 
'''~l~:i"'~!' /rw~ l 

Dear Mrs . Roosevelt : ::§"' ~ ~ ~ 1{;1 
~ t w "Jt 

I not ed vii t n some disturbance of s iri t "~ ~\..) 
tile story i n the Mw York Times of Febxuary 13, • ~v )(~· 
ll'hich quoted you as saying : 11- Mrs. P.oosevelt ~ V /\\ ..., ' 
said that • peo!}le ' can:e to ner to organize th\ 1 ,)\ ·of 
volunteer !}Qrtici pation aspect oi' it •after \Y .~J~ 
ilrs . Flo renee Kerr arii ~!iss EloJse Davison ..,~ 
hadn r t succeeded i n arousiOf! interest 1 11 • csf ,... ( 

No one feels more keenly t han I do the ~ . ·if /i'~ 
fact thut I have not oeen able to be of greater ~'¢ ~&> ~ 
service to t he civilian defense program, but I ~"" ;;.1 
want you to recall wnat I am su re you .fUlly ~· I .,.! ' · 
sensed, that in the days and weeks in which I !\"' · P ( 
was at t he Office of Civilian Defense I was not IJ" .) ~.,~ 
allowed to do one single constructive t hing . f.1 · "' 
I did neither good work nor bad ;work - - I di d ..\. ~ .,. ~ 
no work. It was an amazing int erlude. . 1 \}'" ~' V 

I ~· J\(,"' ~~J write t . ... s knowing that you ..no take ~~ 
undeserved criticism so gallant!y, will not C ~~> 
lllisunde rst and. What you t hink is the all-im!}Ortan:.~ • r'" 
thing to "'!' . 6-l ,- ~ \}.. 

)Irs. Franklin D. ll:>os evelt 
The White Houae 

Sincerely yours, X t\ 
11~ ·_, 

'\) {(J ' 
/l,.-~ 

~~ ~ !~~'"-~ ~x~~--~v 
Y\/~~~~\ 
\; "'\ ~ ~,p. ~ 

, · 
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