


June 17, 1541

Dear Mrs. Lasker:

I talked laet nizht to the President and to
Dootor McIntire, the Burgeon General of the
Navy. Tiey agree with you entirely, but
the President saye he knowe that o-th

Dr. Parran and Miss lenrcot are very anxious
to have him take the rap on anything that 1ia
done about givine thie information because
they reallze that there will be certain
repercussions from the Catholic Church.

The President 1s going to speak to both

Dr. Parran and Miss Lenroot to see if they

can get the vhole thing moving. The Surgeon
General of the Navy is sympathetic snd will
bring out the wholes question from the ayphillia
polnt of view through n memo to the President
which he can uee with Dr. Parran and Nias
L-nroot.

This, of course, 1s highly confidential and

not to be made publio and only to be told to
the hen! of your Board.

I do feel that thinge are beginning to move.

Yery sincerely yours,

Mras. Albert Lagker
29 Beekman Place
New York, H.Y.




July £, 1941

A -"Ji
My dear lrl.ﬂll.u‘n:'l
Meny thenks for your kiod note and
youwr generous check, I am sending $1,000 to
the Internationsl Students Service and a
thousand to the Btudent Defenders of Democracy
and know they will be deeply grateful.

I will be going up to Cempoballo,
arriviong there on the 10th end staylng there
until the morning of the 15th, Over that week
end I think Dr. Cohn is bring up Mrs. Levy,
Justios Frankfurter, end Mr., MoLelsh, =0 you
might be iuterested in coming at that time. I
an afraid there may not be room in my mother-in-
law's house, but, if not, I can pet a fairly
comfortable room for you at one of the village
houses where I have had friends stay.

You can drive up from anymhere along
the Morth Shore and it can be done in a long day's
drive. From New York, I think you would take a
day and a helf or two days, spending the night
someshere oo the way. You drive to Lubso and taim
the ferry to Cempobello, Follow Houte 1 all the
way until you tuke s cut-off at Stockton Springs
to Bucksport, and them you can turn off just be-
yong Ellsworth aod take a short-cut to Cherryfield.
At Waiting you leave No. 1 for Lubeo.

If you comd by air, you can telios a
plane from Boston to Bangor and get a car to drive
you to Lubec. Wé will meet you at the ferry.

If you cone by train, you oen leave
Ngw York Oity on the Bar Harbor Express, which
gets to Bangor in the morning, and drive from
there. Or, you can take a train arcund 4:30 in
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Mrs, Albert Lasker
29 Boskman Place
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July £4, 1841
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Dear Mras. Laskeri

Many thanks for the "Profile" of
Anna Rosenberg and also for the book by
Douglas Miller., I enjoyed reading about
Anna Rosenberg and an looking forward %te .
;!lﬂin[ the book the very first chanose
" .

I would love to spend a night
with you at Lake Forest and hope we will
be able to fit it in. However, we will
not know until our plans ars mors definite

" but I will surely keep your invitation in

mind,
Oordially yours,

Hre. Albert Lasker (

.29 Heekman Place

NYC
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Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt: &\ : [ tl‘kl hq._‘ \\ :
ing Wisit

A thousand t.h.un.'.r,n for my interesting and stimulat
to C.l.lpubnllul I enjoyed being with you very mich and fesl I
have a better pleture of different things which are needed to
be done to help the youth of this country. .

I am encloging the "Profile" of Anna Hosenberg which I
told you about. Of course, it doesn't do her justice but some
of it might interest you, and it glves some of her background.

I am also sending you under separate cover & copy of the
book "You Can't Do Business With Hitler", by Douglas Miller,
which I thought possibly you might not have had a chance to read
as yet. I am sure it will interest you as I think it will in-
fluence public opinion to support the Presldent in his attitude
toward Germany. As you probably know, Mr. Miller was Commercisl
Attaché'! at Berlin from 1925 % 1939.

We are planning to leave for Mill Hoad Gardens, Lake Forest,
I11inois, about August lst and I do hope that you and Miss
Thompeon will be eble to atop off and spend the night or have a
vieit with me there sometime on one of your trips through
Chicago. Possibly you could make 1t around September 23rd when
I understand you are planning to speak in Minneapolis.

The herdy Chrysanthemums which the University of Chicago
is developing at Mill Foad Gardens will be just in bloom at
that time and, as there are more Chrysanthemums planted in
these gardens than any place in the United States, I think it
will be & thrilling sight and I know you would enjoy it.

These new Chrysanthemums stay in bloom until below freez-
ing, and consequently, when ths seed can be produced in
sufficlent quantities to be generally distributed, the sverage
garden in America can have flowers in bloom until about the first
of November, which can lengthen the life of the aversge garden
at lsast six weaks.

Do let me know when it might be possible for you to come!
I was 8o happy to read what you sald about the need for
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child gpacing at the Tomorrow' rerence.
?ﬂr | lmm |
}y}-gtuhmmrumm;umﬂuuw,
) : Cordially yours,
f"‘t ;1 cn_lﬂfl Zﬁl—ﬂm

York

o Mra, IL D. Roosevelt
Ej?w




October 10, 1941

AlbeT

~ Dear Mrs., Lasker:

It war very kind of you to
write me, and I am very asppracistive
of your thoughtfulness.

Anna Rosenberg tﬂll me that
m-mdlnnhmh Parran. I

THLE R
e aE
g: dinner snd the night, next

Tuesday the l4th. I shall of cocurse,
be delighted to have Mr. Lagker 1if
he csres to come. =
Im-tuﬁwt to a mesting
after dinner for Civilian Defense, and
pﬁl}:ﬂi you would be interestsed in goling
v ne.

It will be & pleasure to sen
you agaln.

Very cordially yours,
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Mrs, FrankLIN D RooseverT .L* . ' i
- THE WHITE House rh' 5k»'
| HAVE JUST RECEIVED YOUR LETTER AND SHALL BE SO HAPPY TO -
DINE AND SPEND THE NIGHT WITH YOU TOMORROW TUESDAY | SHALLA L~
ARRIVE AROUND NOON UNFORTUNATELY MY HUSBAND HAD ACCEPTED 2 N
AN INVITATION TO SPEAK AT A CINNER 1IN PITTSBURGH AND IS o

DISAPPOINTED NOT TO BE ABLE TO COME. ALL GOOD WISHES TO ‘fﬂil-"r

Mary LASKER.

Doy Beke. 7K anden o

A




“TELEGRAM -, ey

| The White House | 7.0
ME"B’"“ \?&,'_-Ef 1 \| :

el
. NEWYORK, N.Y., Oct. 15, 194i H.t'“'

MISS MALVINA THOMPSON:

CoLoNEL DONOVAN WILL SEND FOR SUITCASE WHICH | LEFT IN MY /_rj\/

ROOM BY OVERSIGHT. WouLD YOU BE KIND ENOUGH TO SEE THAT E0MEONE

24wuk) 38 N.L.

GIVES IT TO HIS MESSENGER. MaNy THANKS FOR EVERYTHING AND ALL

MY GOOD Wi SHES.
Iﬁ‘u.ﬂkrﬁl K. T
MarY LASKER. -
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I am sendiny herewlth a cory of the letter fron the
sodicesl Comittee of Wnﬁm-
inp of Dre. Richard B, Plerson, Abre'wm Stone, Ira L. Lile,
Wicholson ¢, Eastman, Aabert L. Dicirson, and Prentiss
¥illson, which refutes Dr. Parran's statement that rontrs

centive pethods need nnt be emeloyed tn orevent fransmisston
of synhilis.

I am inelwdine as eell gome rerersl erticles tht hore
ancenred ‘on the swhject af Plannei faranthond and dirts von-
trnl 8n that yon mey ser the reneral nttitode Af tne oreas
ip wery favorshle.

I aleo vant you to heve tan fimures an tae Gsllve feld
taken in 1937 an tne vestion "anould Conepess snorncriste
425,000,000 to hel~ control vereresl disengss FLUN o SO o
fayor and 714 were oonased,  Alsn, on the mestion "sSiould
the Federsl Covernment unl Btete nmri 'ocul povernnonts ora
vlde medical eare for mothers ut enildbirthy® 3% were in
favor and 19% onmoged. ¥

These nroprars have teen -ut into effert b the Feders)
Parlde denlth oervice in the Caildren's biresn, wheresas, the
makeine of Bivth Control an fnterrn] rart of the Pablde denlth
Service which ned & 778 rroo~ in faver of "Renld wen sreeove
or disancrove of havine pavernnent health elinies foreien
birth control informution te married ~en-le who want it07,
hee nad no federal sunpart whatever,

I wont to remird yom that you rporfsed to send me soepe
information ahout the Conference for calless men swyl woren in
Baine this swmmer. [ shomld be ao haney to hel-s {9 any me
nosaible in your work in this fleld.

With all my best wighes, |
i i ¥
Al Coritally yours,

lirs, Franklin D, Hrosevelt
The Knite Honae
¥ushirpton, D. C.




| : [ My 0, 1941

« Dear Mr. Lasker: ' -

It has heen' bronght to our attentlen thet Dr. Thomss Pepran, Jr., pann
General of the United States, in o letter to Senstor Jumes J, Davia of Pendsylv onia,
dated April 16, 1941, atated thet becanas antimrrhilitis treatmcnt is so effective
in preventing transmission of lr“philln in pregnancy "It {8 not helieved that contra-
centive methods need to be mlq to nrmrunt, the transmission of tnis disease."
as nhysiciuns, interested in the heslth of wamen snd shildren, we disagres with Dr,
Parran on thie issua, Our disagreerent is hased vnon medicnl statistics and uren
statements of the leading sychilolorists in this eountre,

It is true that i treatment is bepn early in creprency znd emaloyed con-
Hmmu‘w dntil Aelivery the syphilitic woman sy hear & healthy chifd, Tt tarae
factora diminish the rellance we can rlece umon this:

1. Treatment most be adeqnate amd contirmema. A1l clinie remorts show that the
venereal disense matient is nrone to nerlect or discontinne treatsent. Dr. Jahn
. Etolkes, Profassor of Dermatolepr and Syrhilis, Schoal of Medictne, and
Professor nf the Grodunte Schonl, University of Penns:lvanfs; ﬂlnﬂ-'rr, lnstitute
for the Control aof Synhilis, Uniﬂrs'd'v of Pennsvivenin, anl forser Uirector of
the Section of Dermitolopy and Evnhi'hﬂn-':r, Mays Cliniz, Rochester, Minneanta,
whose book "Dersatolopy and Syshilolosy®, third aﬂltinn, 174, quoted telow, is
B0% to 808 of patlenta diacontimme treatment hefors havine received the minfmim
traatsent to contral infectinieness.® In most comminities today, snecial atten-
tion is devoted to keeming rrenatal sy-hilitis matients under trentment, If
we mesume that this effort reduces hy half tha discentimiances in this elsas ol
rages, there: ptill remein 30% tn L0% of crenntal casas inadetuntely treated.

?. Unleas syphilis is dimgnoged early, tize doss not rermit adequate treatment.
Horth Dokotn, the state with the lowest mtern:l mortality retes in tae Union
(2.4 for 11353}, reporta (Journal of the American Medical Asasnciation, Anril 26,
1941), that, of the prepnant women who consulted shysicians in 1939, only S4% did
go in the first three months of rrepnancy, 302 in the second three months, and
16% in the last thres months. Dr. Parran would agree, we are sors, that sde-
quate antisyphilitle treatment could not he piven to any of tae 16%, nor to all
of the 308. These two latter -ercentages wonld be hirher in other states,
dombled In soms, highest In riral aress where economic distress is greatest.

3, Even 1T i;-pmti: is diagnosed early ani trested contimously for aix montha of i
more of pregnancy, 5% of the cases are not Fully arrested, | v

leney, in nfth--d.l‘.l spent on onr national venersal dia- |
\'f' , .Flﬁ' mimher of iﬁm will contime to be born annually ¥
ranital wﬂ:ﬁiu in the United States, E-.
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Mr, Lasker Papa Two May O, 1941,

[r. farran ut the Conference on bBetter Care for Mothers and Babies, held
in Kashington in Jamary 1938, stated that "60,000 habies are born each year in tals
conntry with conpenital syphilis.” (Oonference Procesdines, Pape 15), He saild, at
this pame Confersnce, that "pensiona ani care for the ayshilitie Rlind coat
$10,7000,000 & year, Institutional care of tnome made insane hy syrhilis sosts
$31,400,000." (Conference Proceedings, Fape 13.)

Dr. Herman Beerman, in his study of "The Costs of Syphilis", (American
Jonrnal Medical Sciences, 190:58A-506 " April 1740) aeya that moats ner ~otient for
trestment, vary from 50 to #500. Many women who are still achamsed to po to -uhlie
clinica for treatment, cannnt afford the nrice of office visits to a rhysician in
privats practice and therefore are not treated at all Auring orepnancy.

Other anthorities on syphilis do not mgree with Dr. farran that birth
eontrol haa ne »lace In the campaign for control of conpenital syphilis. Dr. dtokes,
in his book cited above, says on pape 293 (general instruction of patients):

"Inatruction must be Individually adapted....Where birth contral is
indicated the information can be furniahed by the physiclan or other

proper authority.”
In the section on Syphills and Marriage, pape 2021, he says:

"Marraige should be forbidden within the first 3 to 5 years of the
infectlon, whether in husbund or wifs.

"If marriage has already taken pluce, or cannot he prevented or post-
poned, abetinenca from intlsste contmcts, sxcept whem the infectim is
being actively treated with an arasphenamineg, should be advised; and
concaption sheuld not be considered @ntil the hoabani has been prepared
for i1t by thorough treatment, even taough ho has been previously free
of all symptoms and negative to all tests for a long perled...

"Blood tests do not prove either that a petient is infectious or non-
infectlous,,..No single known test proves & man or woman who had had
gyphilis to be fit to be a father or bear n healthy child...

"To solvo the problam of protecting parent amd child from the effects

of syphilie requires a progrem of regulated marrispe, incloding birth
goatersl, by coatlnenca or obder fores of 3mbreception, for shioh tiw
paraician at lesst should stand as sponsor and director. To fail to
advise the syphilitic patient fully and in detail on theae rattiers ia

a breach of duty on the part of the doctor, the mat.ralty or the prenstsl
elinie.®

Dr. Joseph Earle Moore, Asseclate in Medicine, Johms Hopkins School of
Madicine, in hie bock "The Modern Treatment of Syphilia™, Springfield, I11innis,
Thopas, 1933, says,.

"Pregnancy should not be permitted until the retient, 1f the husband, hes
fulfilled the criteria of 'cure' of early is - 1,e., prolenged,
continuous treatment, (12 to 19 menths), Pollowed by a ﬂ:{'l year of proba-

tion without Sreatment, with no leslons of gyphilis, and with repeated
negative blood Nassermann Tests; or if the patient is the wife, unless

she is treated throughout pregnancy.”




‘Mr. Lasker Page Three May 0, 1941,

We have here the opinion of Dr. Stokes and Dr. Moore » noted authoritdes in
this field, opposed to that of Dr, Parran, We agree with hoth of them that tirth con-
trol is a necessary part of any program to reduce the incidence of syphilis, and that
the doctor, maternity or infaney clinic which does not nivise the women afflicted with
this disease on contraception ia committine & "wreseh af Anty . ®

It is no answer to say that many of these women will nnt nse contrucertives.
[r, otokes says that national surveys show that 604 to 0% af the syrhilitic ratients
raine to flinics disrontime trestments hefare the nind i mimber necessary to reduce
infectiousness have been given. Birth control elinies dn not have that rercentape of
discontimance, possibly because nrocedure is Bluple and few visits ere required,
Unce advised hy a competent doctor, and with possihly one checl. uwn, it is not necessery
to return month after month to = contracertive c¢linic. The cost 18 low and the woman
can follow inastructions unaided,

Treatment for syphilis, by compurison, is lonF and complicnted, recniring

continuovs, supervised medical care and instruction. T+ is gostly, even when piven
at a ruhlic elinie.

To sum up. The best medical opinion is that syphilitic women should be pro-
tected apainst prepnancy. If, for any reason, they hecome prepnunt they should he
Fiven aprproved treatment, in the hope that instituted early, and eontimied through
rrepnancy, a healthy child may be delivered.

To neglect to advise the syrhilitie woman on contracertinn fa to f=11 1in one
branch of rreventive medicine, and in the face of toe fact that even witn contiminus
treatment a proportion of hibies barn ta syohilitic mothers nre horn diseased, i

It 18 hard to see how any public henlth men, “norine the diffienlty of dup-
nosis and the incidence of Aiscontirmicnee nf trectoent, cuan foil to use svery wessan
in his rover to prévent the birth of sven nme Hore 8y nilitie hahe in this eountry,
Birth control is such a wearon, and, in our n~inian, the =uhlic health service shonld
nae it.

cincersly yours,

Kichard N, Fierson Rohwert L, Dickinsen
Abruhsm Stone Prentiss Willson, Cnairesan
Ira 8. Wile :

Bichelson J, Eastman “odicel Comnittee

Birth Control Federation of
Americs, Ine,
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January 15, 1942.

Dear Urs. Lasker:

#e in the Office of Civilian
Defense do not tuke up any apecifis thing
and take actlon on it.

~lrg, Albert U, lasker
Birth Control Pederation of imerica,

9 Beuknan Flace, ¥ VIS
lew York, New Yorlk.
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REPORT OF THE LUNCHEON MEETING HELD AT THE WHITE HOUSE

{w
ﬁ;?
/:/?-'ﬂ ;{.H‘J_ D -

AT THE INVITATION OF MRS. FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT -
i A R

DECEMBER 8,191
o - 'r"'.r.* . |
(?-'-1- L (
] |
~ B Those attending wers:
Mre. Albort D, Lasker, Secretary of the Birth Control Pedaration of

&

LS Amorica
s Miss Entharine F, Lenroot, Chief of the Children's Bureau
# il a ~s= 4o Dr, Martha M., Eliot, Associate Chief of tha Children's Bursau
Fe ' Mra, Florense Kerr, Assistant Director of W.F.4,
£ 3e el , Mrs. E.R.MeKinnon, Reglional Director for the Rocky Mountain and
Far West Area of the Birth Control Federetion of America
Dr. Edwin F. Daily, Director, Divieion of Haalth Sarvices, Children's
Bureau
Captain'Charles 5, Stephenson, In Charge of Division of Preventive
Medieine, Navy Department
Dr. Mark ¥V, Ziegler, Senior Surgeen, U.5.Public Health Service
Dr. R.C.Williams, F.5.A, Division, U.5.Public Health Service
Dr. Prentiss Willeon, Obstetrician, Washingten
. Dr. Horton Cesparid, Professor of Pediatrics, Schosl of Uedicine,
Vanderbilt University
Morris L. Ernst, Attorney, Hew York city o
D. Kenneth Rose, National Director, Birth Control Faderation of
S America

The discussion progiam of the lunchecn was opened by Urs., Lagker, who
sald in substence that the Federation has beon nm.-im;a to find out how it,
a8 B non=official agency, eould more aotively coopernte with the Federal
Hemlth Agencles in developing ways and mesns fer supporting child-apecing
programs in state public health programa. The Federation also theught it
would be helpful to bring to the attention of Federal Heslth Offieisls the
oxperience derived from the childespasing programs of ficially under way
in North snd South Carolina and Alabama, Mrs, Lasker said in part;

Me thought it would be very helpful today to report on scme of the
findings and to explors with you the e xisting situation, to see what could
be done. From all of the advice we have received, it asems to be the




almogt unanimous opinion that the time is opportuns for developing child-
spacing programs, and that it is largely a gquestion of working out procedures
under the careful guidance of those who lknow not only the health needs but
the states where such programs can best be started and thus build precedents
for further expansion of similar service".

Mr. Rose then outlined the functicns, purpose, objective and accomplish-
ments of the Birth Control Federation. In doing so, he made the following

pointas

"First, the Birth Contrel Federation today has affiliated with
it 3, state organizations, and over 600 local committees or clinies.
There are 209 public health departments which are including child-spacing
in their maternal and child care services; 11l hospitel servicés and
309 extra mural elinies in settlement houses and other quarters,

"Foreed in the beginning through lack of public understanding and
legal restrictions and confusion reparding the law to establish extra-
mural clinics ms demonstration centers, lts primary objective today is
to have child-spacing included as an sssentinl part of maternmal heaslth
sarvices in existing health agencies, both public and private.

"Secondly, tha Federstion has a National “pdical Council on
birth control comprising 2000 leading physiclans throughout the country,
with Dr. Nigholas J, Emsatman, Obstetrician-in-Chief of Johns Hopkins
University as Chairmen., Its State and local units all have Medical
Advisory Committoes aupervising the services.

"Third, from the earliest beginnings of tho movemsnt in America,
eminent physiciens assisted and leaders in all walke of 1ife have
supported its program. Sinee 1939 the national program of the Birth
Control Fedsration has been publicly sponsered by 1,900 members of
the Wational Committee for Planned Parenthood, leaders in medicins,
education, religion, labor, social work, business and the law.

"Fourth, public opinien favors integration of child-spacing in
existing health services as iz shown by polls conducted in recent
;plrs by Gallop, Ladies Home Journal, Farm and Fireside mapazine,

ortune and others.

. "Five, practically all major religions groups hawe approved the
principles of child spacing with only the Roman Catholie Church differing
on quastion of method. In other words, the issue today is the
rhythm method versus medlically-prescribed




-3

"To illustrate the religious support, specific endorsements have
come from the Faderal Council of Churches of Christ in Amorica, [

itas Committes om Marriage and the Home), Central Conference of American
Rabbla, American Unitarian Assocciatien, the House of Bisheps and the
House of Deputies of the Frotsstant Episcopal Church, GOenmeral Counsil of
Congregational and Christian Churches and the Universslist Gemeral
Corvention and others,

"The Birth Control Federation is & membér of the National Sooial
Work Conference,

"Many State Medical Sccieties have ondorsed child-spacing, among
them: Alsbama, Arizons, Connectisut, Delawure, Florida, Georgis, Maine,
Michigan, North Carolina, South Carolima, Arkansas and Texas,

"3ix, Evldence of tha imoreasing demand and publie support for
the extension of child-spacing is mlso seon by the fact that contributiens
to the Naticnsl Federation have grown in U years from $75,000 to $275,000.

"Seven, in addition to its peneral national educationsl program,
both medical and lay, the Federation's major oflorts today are;

.

b.

d.

E

Integration of child-apacing into existing State, County, and
City public health services.

Hegro public health demonetrations in Barkeley County, 5.C.
and Nashvills, Tennssses, plus an edusational program under
the muspices of a Nationul Negro Advigory Committon.

A demonstration propram among migrant femilies in California
and Arizona.

Usdical nducation on contracsptive techniques through distribution

of a new medical textbook, ' Teo uss of Conception Control,
(50,000 distributed in 15l1); snd throug SstabIls

of adequate courses in Grade A medical schools.

Support of research for improved contraceptive methods being
conducted by the National Committes on Maternal Health. Also,
elinical reaearch on sooeptability and effectivencss of leting
mathods .,

Support and extension of state public health programs in Nerth
and Jouth Carolina and in Alabama,

Development of additional state public health programs in
Virginia, Weet Virginia, Tennesses, Floride, Colorado, Texan,
Arigona and California,




i

"The Fedsration has behind its thinking and its policies twenty-
five yeara of practical experience and now it feels the time has arrived
for its major efforts to be directed toward cooperntion with official
publis health agencies in the development of child-gpmeing serviee as
en integral part of pre-natal end post-natal service, BSimilar coopera- |
tion already exists betwsen public health agencies and other national

rganications with respective fields of major intersst such as the
rican Social Eypleme Associstion, the Nationml Tuberculosis

Assoclation, ete,

Mra, HcEinnon told briefly of the stepe taken in the Carolinas and
Alabama in integrating the child-upnni'ng program with other publis health
sorvices. It was explained that the State Directors of Publie Health had
long recognized the need for the addition of child-spacing to thelr other
public health services and in each case when the time seemed ready they inau-
gurated the progrem after the States Medical Assoccimtion had passed resolu-
tiona runqpﬁug; this as a medical problem, :

8he told of the Alabama program in greater dﬂllll becnuse of her closer
axparience with that development during 1940, A :urrlry wans made of several
of the countiss with the obstetrical comsultant to discover the attituds of
the hq;lth officers, private physicians and prominent lay individunla. The
response was s0 overwhalmingly favorable that it was decided by the Public Health
officer to undertake a program, Letters wers sent out to all County Hn.lth--
Officers and Frosidents of Modieal Societies offering filma on technigques
of conception control, as well as the services of one of a number of private
physicians who had offered to discuss the films at the County Medical
mestings, The films have been shown to 26 of the AT County Medioal Societies.
It was pointed out that the need for lay support was recognired and this
was fortheoming im a much larger degres then anyone had antieipated. Emphasis
was put on the fact that the program in all instances ls a permissive one

Just as the p'ﬂ-n_l.tl.l and post-natal sorvices are and no ore need avail hersalfl

of the advice unless she wants, .




5=
|
The program in Puerto Rico, whore there are now 1L0 clinic services
with some 30,000 mothers securing advice with little or no opposition in such
& Catholic community, was Qriefly outlived. All present secmed aware of
the Puerto Rican venture,

1
Capt. Charles 5. Stevenson was then ealled on by Mr, Rose, Es made

light of the possibility :hli‘ child-spasing in the Navy but boca=me serious whan
reviewing the difficulty of finding adequate medical advice along this line
for the wives of the men in the sorvice. He emphasired the need for the
inorease of centers with Federal approval where mssistance migpht be mors
readily available and he expressed the thought that through the broadening
of such child-gpacing services the average private physician would then inform
himself of the technigue which in so many cases ha lacks today. He mentioned
that through his teaching he had .lu.rud that there is a great intereat but
lack of knowledge among the students.

Dr. R.C.Williams when called upon stressed that efforts to rehabilitate
families break down because of the fact that children eome so fast tha
parents are unabla to get adequately on their feet. -"'!'Fa realiredlong apgo
that we camot succeed in the Farm Security Progrem without some child-spacing
service."

Mrs. Florence EKerr concurred im all that had been sald by Dr. Williams,
She sald that in W.P.A. projects the fact that a person was certified for
work meant :tplu facto that he was in the low income group, She explained
that whon W.P.A. case workers were amsked {or child-cpmcing information they
had referred mothers to clinics if thoy are mvallable, but obwicusly there
are not enough clinics to moot the need, They don't, howsver, do this referral

as u W.P.A, poliey but merely as the only practical method of handling soze cmsses.




¥rs. Korr made it clesr by implication that it would be helpful if it were ¢

-

& regular 0,3,.F,H. Serviece policy and she anid that she [elt that thare
]

should be & great many more serviess federally supported. p s
-

' Dr. Edwin Duily. wma asked by Mr. Rose if he had any statistics of penaral .

] .
information of conditions among mothers attending clinics. He said that -

: L]
women who showed a need of child-spacing service could be divided into three * 7 .

=

categoriesy

1. The women with n:]tnle disorders, {such as tuberculosis, cardiams, atg.}:
who die through complicationa of pregnancy form the smallest group. l'.‘fnl;

& few more than 1500 lose their lives each year. (The previous evening

Dr. Daily had mentioned that thers was no way of measuring the exesedingly
high rate of morbidity among this group of women dus to unplanned pregnancies, )
2. Then comes the group of women who die from too-frequent child-bearihg.

This is such the greatest numbar and constitutes the real necosaity for
spucing pregnancy. Dr. Deily elaborated this point.
3. The group with too many children. This rather overlaps catspory §2. .

Dr. Daily referred to the Dr. Guttmacher studios and others which show
the repidly increasing rate of deaths of mothers after four
prognancies. Dr, Deily made a very clear case for the reed for a

child-spacing program.
Dr. Prentiss Willson was -asked to tell somothing of the need as he s ees

it in his private practice, He corroborated the statements of Dr. Dally
and made 1t very clear that not only was it imperative that this service be

provided for women pemerally, but also that public opinion now recognizes

that this is a legitimate medical mnd social functiom.




-T- L]

Later, after Miss Lenroot had expressed the fear that any inelusion of

birth control would jeopardize her other programs of maternal and nh.'l.ldi
welfara, To thims Dr, Willsen stated; "I wonder if you realize how preat |
the nesd is for this service? If you could know all the hundreds of women
who come to my office begglng for help! You, Miss Lenroot, are charged with'
a spacifia rnp;ru-i.'hiliqr of carrying on a thorough propram of maternal care.
Feople lose confidence when they see that an cbviously esséntial part of
that program is omitted, If the Children's Bureau faced its responsibility
in this field, I am convinced that the inclusion of birth control ssrvice,
fur from nullifying or hindering its program, would strengthen. it enormously
and win it respect and additdonal support.”

Wiss Lenroot then questioned whether that support would be groat enough
to bring pressura on Congress and inferrad doubt that politieal leadership
eaxisted to support such action, to which Dr. Willson repliedys "After all,
let us remember at whose board we mre sitting, and under whose roof"
significantly ;.'l.u;nln.g upward and around the dining room of the White
House. The he added: "I nnnlsi.dnr this & most historic sccaalon and the
most significant -mt.+i_n the history of the movement since the birth
of Margarst Sanper”,

Dr, Horton Casparis pointed out that pediatricians were the ones who

had to take care of the evil |I1T-ntu of indiseriminate child-bearing. He
emphasiged that child-spacing is an integral and negessary part of the whola
maternal health oyele,

Dr. Mark V. Ziegler, of the U.5.Public Hoalth Service, referred to
Dr. Draper's letter of OUstober 17, 1941, sddrossed to Mrs. Lesksr. This
letter road as follows: :




ak

fThpnk you for your letter of October 15th setting lorth
., the conclusions of our talk the other dmy and requeating
confirmation. ! ; '
It ds the policy of the Public Health Sarvice to cooperate
*with the health departments of the various States in the programs
that they decide are in the best interosts of the protection and
» advancement of the health of the people whom they serve,

. "8hould a State Department of Health decide on its own initiative

to updertake a child-spacing program in accordance with the haalth
laws of the State, the Fublie Uealth Service would give the proposal
the same consideration as would be given to any other proposal inm
« gonnection with the heal th progrem of the State."

Dr. Ziegler indicated that this was a matter of poliey; piving recognition

il

to the SItagt:a'u right to declde whaet mipght be dome for the good of that
pnrtioﬂlnlr. program, He deseribod the procedures of the U.3.F.H.S5.
and said-that the growth of public health services had been augmented by
private agencies such as the Birth Control Fedsration in getting new health
programs added to the existing omes. For instence, the cancer control
progran-was initisted by a voluntary organization and through their efforts
an appr&ﬁriqtiu‘n was secured from Congress, The same was true of the venersal
diseass l;rﬂaa, the appropriation of which was greatly augmented by the efforts
of the American Socianl Hygiene Association,

Ho Ilpl,l-.!.utd that such services were initiated by havinpg field consul-
tants added to the stafl to promote and wa.rk out programs adapted to the warious
sections of the country; that today there are two health education consul-

tants _Ihf:- are assipned to the country at large; and that he could see no reason

-why consultants in child-spacing might not be added to the ateff to work out

procedures apd methodology.
Later in the d scussion, Dr. Ziegler msked Miass Lenroot: "Would it not
be the best method to get these things straiphtened ocut to have a state health

officer specifically send if & request for the addition of child-spacing services




fn bis bulget,” This forthright question was not anewered diractly by
:rnll Lenroot. I

Mise Lenrooct expressed her appreciamtion of having an nppua:hmitr to
dimouss this whole subject in such sn exploratory fashion; and stated that
ehes had besn impressed with the constant reiteration that child-spacing is
being considered as & part of the whole maternal health service by Fedaration
reprosentatives and octhers present. Ehe [elt, I this were true, that progress
ceuld be made.

She recalled in some detail the history of the maternal health progra=m
l:i!bi of the oppesition to that and the difficulties which were sncountered in
securing appropriations for the Shephard-Towner PLll and its subsequent dis-
continuance and of the Child Labor Amendment. B&he rocomended as "good
reading” some of these Hearings which showed the narrow-zindedness and
short=sightedness not only of some mambers of Congress but also of some groups
that testified at the Hearings, including certain religlous factions and !
even anti-suffraglsts, 8he brought this up to show the opposition which
would, in her mind, unquestionably arise if she wera to ;uu!rtlku the inclusion
of child-spacing in her maternal health program. She enlarged on the dif-
fieulty that they had had in getting a pre-natal and post-natal service and
told how limited that service was, GShe summariged her position with the
statemant that in her opinfon m decision would have to be made betwean whether
aff orts should be continusd to seek increascd appropriastions and enlarge
the mternal care program as it is now being done, or discontinue all hepe
of further expansion by including birth control. It was to this statement
that Dr. Willeon ventured the comment that probably Miss Lenroot did not

realize the overwhelming demand for child-spacing information and that the

inclusien of birth control services might very well sugmant her progres. .
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During her discussion Miss Lenroot emphasizsd that the legal situatiom
had not been clarified to the satisfmction of har legal advlisors.
Mr. Morrie Ernst was then called upen to explain the logal situation.

He developed the history of the legal status of the birth contrel
movemsnt from the days when contraceptives were freely advertised in the
newapapers through the pericd of fear amd misunderstanding and blackness
foll owing the passape of the Comstook Aot of 1873 which he briefly described
bafore referring to the great number of legal oases which have provided tha
background of legal interpretation on which the decleion of the United Btates
v8, One Package was based in 1936, He apparently made it clear to everyome
present, (with tt-. possible exception of & represantative of the Children's
Bureau) , ﬂ'_vt-lt logal frosdomsxisted.

Mrs. Lasker stated that scme legal advisors of ths Children's Buresu
wore concerned over the statute relating to govermment employees. To this
Ur, Ernst replied that he was st a loss to understand the mental workings of
anyone who could not see thet the interpretations clarifying the legal freedom
of ph,rll.nhn..l to glve contracoptive advice "to promote health or well=baeing®
which applied to the importation, and intra-state end inter-state laws do
not tqullly: epply to those employed by the Federal government to promote
public health., Thereforas, hi_nl baffled to know hew to answar tl;lt
question further. ) fx/

Miss Lenroot held to the viewpoint that she felt that an interpretation
by Attorney General Francis Biddle wam needed before any prng.r;l could be

undertaken and Mr, Ernst quastioned the probabllity of her getting it unlees

she specifically asked for it.




Wiss Lenroot them -tl.t.-d that evem though the I.I.ﬂ were clarified to her
patisfaction, she would :t!.ll heve to have the lpprml of Congress. This

developad into a discussion of just what mpproval she would think necsssary.
It seemed generally afreed that it would be unwise and unnscessary to pressnt
& request lor an lpprdptllstiuu |p-¢i1‘.1ul111r for child-gpacing; but Miss Lemroot !
seamsd to indicate th-lt if powerful leaders in Congress signified tlui.r_\w!.ll ingnesn
in adwvance not to oppose 'w further appropristion for Children's Pureau funde
hecause of the inolusion of birth control, [evea though it were not specifisally
menticoed), it ni.;ht clear the decks for mctien. ~ On being pressed as to who
would be the important onps, she countered by saying that Mr, Ernst would know
far better than she., She felt that approval would have to be secursd not
only from the mombers uf tha Sub=Committes on Appropristions, but also the
members of whatever committes to which the bill might be referred, namsly:
Educatien, Labeor, or ‘l'-;:rl axd Means, Moreover, this inclusion of birth
control in the Children's Burseu program would have to be in accordance with
the views of persons in 'itrl.lt,.gi.c positions such as Congressman John MoCormack,
Cheirman of the powerful Rules Committes.
Mr. Ernst in his discussion went into the Catholis eituation at some

length and told of the fears which are being expresesd by leadera in the

y organized Church over the fallure of the Hhythm mathod, & desoription of which
in belng mext Milurm.uhlr. through the mails to ummarrisd mn well as married
women in ver ious books "published with seclesimstical approbation®. Calendars
for this method are under investigation by the Federal Trade Commission -
another source of uneasiness mmong Catholic leadsra. He teld of comsern
being expressed by prissts over the fact that pproximately 1/3 of the womm
attending clinios admitted that they were of the Aoman Catholic falth and that

something must be done, sc that the Church need not lose face,
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Drs Charles mu pointed out the eventual need of sufficlent soclentific

information as to 'Hu r-‘.linility and effoctiveness of existing contraceptive

ssthods and he voluwtsered, 1f it were the will of the group present, to

start the wheels in Iﬂti.m for the lergest and most authoritative research

agency in the coumbry, i.e. Division of Medicel Sclence of the Natiomal -
Ressarch Council, h:.d.:r tha d.ir-ntinn- of Dr. Lewls Weed, to have the material '
and sound data lﬂ.!llhl: when called for., This was generally agreed to.
I At this pilntf, Mr. Ernst esphasized the need for immediate actlon tylng

it in with Civilian Defense mctivities, "Now, as never before", saild Mr, Ernst,
"we must mes to Lt that the demcoratic way of living for which we are fighting
must 8441l be hers when the wer is over". He made the suggestion that Lt

would be of mervice to Miss Lenrcot and strangthen her hand if some who wars
around the table were to sit down with Mra. Hoour_ult in the very near futurs

and work cut a plan for the cooperation of the Clvllian Defense groups in their
afforts tu.i.-prn'r; local health programs. For exemple, & letter or guestionnaire
could be sent nu!.‘h;; the Office of Civilian Defenze making each greup what
public health :lr';inu ware aveilable in their communities, what they recommend

to improve them, and if a program of child-spacing would be helpful im such

a oommunity me theirs, Through this method Mr. Ernst felt that a respomae

could be had in a matter of a few wesks from 1500 to 2000 communitiss which
would ‘be helpful as s canvass of the attituds throughout the country. He

asked Mizs Lenrcot if this would help and she reeponded that it was & good

idea but not sufficlent to glve her & gresn light. Then she said that if this
group really were earnwat in its claim that they want to integrate birth comtraol
in othar p:.thlio health services that it would be necessary to get an ovor-sll
group to promote -the extension of the present maternal and child services

with the inclusicn of child-spacing as part of these services, - an over-all
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group ﬁilﬂlﬂﬂﬂ:llt!.d' from the birth control movement or the Children's Bu.rl,.u.
Buch groups lhmllldt!.m:_ludn the Maternal and Child Welfare Sections of the
ﬂn.]l'l.'.l Federation qf Women's Clubs, the American Legion, Parent-Teachers
Association, Labpr iurpniutim ote., Such agenoies could coordinate efforts
to bring pressure cm Congress and the Fresidemt. Just how this could be
aocomplished she didn't know; but she thinks that a canvass of the sentimemts
of the United States by the Civilian Defense Agedey not sufficlent.

Mise Lenroot said that she would be glad to discuss the matter further
upon request from Mr. Rose.

Miss Marthe Elliott concurred im the statements of Miss Lenroot and wished

it clearly understood that she and Dr. Daily had long appreciated the need
for child-spacing in a well-rounded maternal health program but that they
also recognize all too well the situation which Miss Lemrcot had described.
Therefors, she !:q:lied that she felt they must be allowed to continus their
policy of knowing that birth control programs werse being carried on but

not glving such [:rn;;'l.-. official recognition or sanction. She referred,
(and ruqa“i;.d .:alut. it be off the record), to an instance whers one state
had inecluded child-spacing in the budget but when told that it would require
& legal declsion by the Attorney Ceneral, and that the state budget would
be hold.up six months ewniting the decision, the officer mgreed to withdraw
the child-spacing item from the budget. The implication was that the

etats had wiﬂ:drm the statement from the written budget, but had continued
with their child-spacing program with the knowledge of the Children's

Buresmu,. - e




Lrs, Albert D. Lasker
29 Baeknan Flace
lew Tork, lien Tork.
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; : The health and 1lives of oivilians are imgortant A
\ at all times’ - ﬂuuhlx g0 during war times uhun there 1s 80
i . much destruction.
, Our nhiiaruq are our hope for the réture, and we i
| must do cfurrthing we can to have them born healthy and to :
keep them healthy so they will grow up healthy men and women

ready and detérmined to carry on the flaht to make donunran;

work, both a8 a form of government and a way of 1life.
i hi:r mothere and
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I have ;fgu.: letter of January 15th, 'nm_l I too enjoyed
& | _

ullli.n; you las ek,

- I am very -unh intereated in what you tell me
about the US Public Health Bervice. o

As I explained I can not mccept an award at this

time as there 1s no use in antagoalzing peopls at thie
time. T have modified the etatement you enclosed for
the eame reason. i J

I am eorry I can not be in New York for the dlnner,
ae I have an engAgement down here, |

Laki 2.1,

S
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20 BEEKMAN PLACE Ll
HEW YORK CITY \‘I‘”’

Yoty

January 153, 1942

Dear Mre. Roosevelt:

I did so enjoy lunch yesterday. It was
such » pleasure to see you.

i . After lunch I went to call on Mr. Paul
McHutt, and found what seems to mu your influence at

work, in that he has become guite interested in enlighten-
ing the U. 8. Public Heslth Service on the subject of
chili-spacing. He 13 much more sympathetic on the sub-
ject than I have ever known him to be, anl he put me in
touch with Miss Mary Switzer, who sald she would talk to
Dr. Draper and urge him to motify the doctors in charge
of various regions of the U, 5, Public Health Department's
permlssive attitude toward the use of 1ts funds by states
who wish to initiate their own child-apucing programs.

I am also writine to remini you of the message
you promised you would send to be read at the anmual dinner
of the Mational Committee for Planned Parenthood. As 1
told you, we are ewarding citatlons for distinguished service
in the field of human welfare to Pearl Buck, Juliun ‘Huxley,
Paul Kellogg and Dr. Heynolds oi North Carolins, who was the
firat state health of ficer to start a chili-spucing clinie
in any state's public health program.

The speakers will be Julinn Huxley, Jay Allen,
Peurl Buck end Dr. Allen Velentine, president of Rochester
University.

The. message shoull be sddressed to Dr. E.'I.chn.rd.
Pierson, who will preside nt the dinner.; Bend it to me here
anl I will give it to him!

I am enclosing clippings of the atutements you
made two years ugo sbout Flanned Parenthood, and slso s copy
of your column which sppeared & few days uge which relutes to
the need of providing for our chiliren in this war crisis.

I think nothing 1s such a basic need as thut our children shall
be well born, free of inherited disease and disabilities, and

I know you agres with me. I am also enclosing u surgestion
for the megsage, which is probably not anything like what you
would 1like to say, uni you will be uble to put anything you say
much better, in any case.

ceul
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: Is it possible that you might be ummm :
| ' wmnﬁ&dmdiwu; t of homor,
would not be willing to T & citation? |
' 'hummmﬁmmmnm | -
I ¥ou, amd howr mh we appreciate your 't
! D | i 1
b . | ot With all my good wishes and affection, i
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Sugpestion for Possible Statement to be addressed to
Dr. Richard Pierson at the Netional Committee for
: Planned Parenthoed dinner ut theyWalderf{, Januury 28th
; and sent to Mrs, Albert D, Lusker, 29 Beekeun Pluce, New York

a a

At a time when the whole world is concerned wit..ﬁ destruction,
it is important that american citizens try to solve funlamental
‘problems in the health and lives of civilians wnich continue during

all erises. | '

We are in an all-out effort apainst apgpression. We know that
to win, as win we will, we must maintain those things in our Americen

life which preserve the health, strength and welfare of our people.

One way to help preserve the health of mothers is through planned
pirenthood, because it is democratic in spirit; because it imposes

no belief or f'ixed course of uction on anyone; becuuse it is concerned
intimstely with the basic values of fa;uil;r life - cnildren; and

because it is o messure that meuns healthier mothers and sturdier

* babies born end reared.

These are important now to this nation in an hour that tries its
strength - they will be important tomorrow in the better world to

cCome .
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PR
TWENTY-NINE BEEKMAN PLACE

| I Jumury 23, 1942

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Many thanks for your letter
and the etatement for Pr. Plerson to
resd at the Motional Committee for Planned
Purenthood's dinner on tHe twenty-elghth.
Tt will be a great help to the situation,
I know,.

; Muny thanks, too, for your
."I kind invitation for dinner at the White
House on the twenty-ninth to discuss the

Intermations]l Student Service.

r My husband has been sick with o
| & bad cese of the grippe far the last few

| I, duys, and the doctor does not think it wonki

| .ﬁbzwharorhhtoeuwﬂ.onmunsthetrip

| |I © next week, so he regretfully declines. But

' I shull come with the grestest of pleasure.

I He seys to tell you that he looks
forward very much toc the hope that he may

| scometime have a visit with you, snd wishes
that you would lunch or dine with vs guietly
here sopetime when you huve & chance so to do.

All my good-wishes to you.

Devotedly yours,
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cordially yours
»
‘n




: | i

: Pebruary 21, 1962,

|
Dear lirs. Lasker:

Thank you #0 much for your
letter and for sending Wr. Lasker's
indeed in your support of the Inter
nationcl Student Service end I aam
mout greteful.

uith all good wishes to
you wed kr. lesher for e aost plessant
fesiern Lrlp, ond the hepe that I may
aee you before too long, I an

> Very sincerely yours,

tirs. Albert lasker
29 Beekman Place
New York, New Tork.

o ——
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EQ BEEKMAN PLACE $24 %ﬁ’

HEW YORK CITY
February 17, 1942

Dear drs. Roosevelt: ' : "

My msband, uf'ter hearine your
description of the work of the International
Student Service, vanted o mke a contribution
to this orpanization, ani I am therefore en-
closiny his firm's check for §3,000.

He was deeply intervsted and touwched
by what you said about the work of the orpanization
and the other thinrs you told us.

We are poinc on 4 trin to Chicago o~ F
and Los Anpeles for a few weeks, but I do hope
when we retum we will have toe joy of seeing
you again.

All my pood wishes
Hrﬁﬂiﬂﬂﬂtﬂh yours,

- . f&""; T !




*‘February 21, 19432.

Vary sinceraly jours,

Ur. Albert Lasker
29 Beskman Flace
New York, New York.

VD3
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T bave your letter of Merch 28th

“E tlling the President what you say
X om deligihed MeY all 10 getng |
o well,

Sincerely yours,

, Calif,
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29 Beekman Flace
Hew York, New York,
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29 BEEKMAN PLACE
3 JL«

May 12, mzmj
Al

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: ‘\

This is & little summary of some things ﬂmt have
bappened to the Birth Control Federation in the last few months,
ag a direct and indirect result of the wonderful help you gave us.
I thought you would be interssted to kmow of the progress.

R qr‘f'
>

1 - The 8tate Medical Assoclations of Florida and Tennssees
have just passed resclutions urging that their State
Public Health Program include child-spscing. We expect
the State of Florlda to be starting a service within the i
naxt few months, and that Tennassee will atart as soon aa
parsonnel probleme are worked out thers.

We expect the State Medical Asspoiations of West Virginia
and Uolerade to pass simllar resclutions within the naxt
few months.

2 = TheFederation is doing intensive work toward the inclusion
of child-spacing informetion in the State Public Health Pro-
grams in Colorade, Virginia, West Virginis, Texas sand Delawara,
all of which states we hope may start to give service within
a year, if we can get the right groups and people.

3 = Dr. Draper, Assistant Surgeon General of the U. 5. Public
Health Service, has notified the Distriet Directors of the
U. 8. Public Health Service to inform all their state health
officere of the new policy of the U. 5. Public Health Ser-
vice tomard child-spucing programs initieted by the states
themselves under thelr state lawa.

4 - Dr. Claude C. Plerce, formerly District Supervisor for U.S.
Public Health Service in this region, and formerly Assistant
Surgeon General of the U. 8., becume Medical Director of the
Federution about six weeks ago.

5 — The American Medical Assoclation's Council of Pharmacy has
voted to test chemical contraceptives and issue reports on
their efficacy. This is samething we have been attmti.ng
to have done for mamy years,

6 - Dr. Townsend, chief of the Industrial Hyglene Division of the
U. 8. Public Health Service, hes announced his willingness
to ccoperate with the Federation in every possible way.
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Mra. Roosevelt - 2 L

T = Mips Ketherins I.au.rwt privatedly mnﬂ her willingness
to define a policy for the Children's Buresu similar to that
of the U. 8. Public Health Service - namely, thut the Children's
Bureau funds thuﬂhuhﬂlmmmmhﬂm
child-spacing if they wish to initiate programs in
their own gtate laws. There hos been no public announcement
or notice of this chunge of ettitude, however, as yat.

B - Look Magadine is starting & serles of four articles on
Planned Faremthood May nineteenth, of which I will send yeu
coples as goon 08 they are available.

9 - The name of the Birth Control Federation has been chunged
to Planned Farenthood Federation of Americs, as it mas found
this name was mare descriptive of the work of the orgenize-
tion and recelved faster mcceptance and cooperation frem
public health and ether officials.

¥e are applying te the Rosenwald Foundetion in the hope that
they may pay for the services of one or twe workers to orgenize addi-
tional Southern states so that there may be support for state health
officers to initiate state-wide child-spacing progrems. If the matter
comes up &t tho Hogenwald Foundatlon meeting, I hope you will give it
great censideration, us I kmos it would incresse the tempo of the work
very much.

All my pood wishes, and thanks agein for your wonderful
understanding and help.

Uordially yours,

P.5. We did se lu,jn;r seeing you at your tea party for Mrs. Hethune
the other day. I am writing you mbout thut tomorrow.

P,P.8. Here is an advance copy of the Look article. T think it will
‘be very helpful to our work, don't you?




‘g' NEW YORK CITY Hfl

April 30, 1942
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I am wondering if you have read Seversky's book, "Victory
Through Alr Power". i

In the lust chapter of' the book, I came across a stutement
on peges 343 and 344 which seemed to me could speed enormously the win-
ning of the war if' the changes wnich Mr. Seversky suppests sre checked
and put into action yuiekly. I wonder if' you happon to have noticed 1t?

"The same aireraft (the present short-runge fiphters end pursuit planes)
can be readily modified to emehle self-delivery to Huwall and Iceland

and, through & series of jumps, to Africa. It would reguire only minor
adaptutions of most fighter planes now in imwventory or scheduled {or early
production to give them over 3000 miles of susteined flirht; and tonere is
not & bomber extant wnich coul: not be ejuipped with widitional emergency
runge. Nearly 200,000 eircraft are planned for production in L1942-43.

I the greater part of these, as well as the craft already built, were
equipped with a minimum reange of 3000 miles, svenues of operations now
closed to us would suddenly be wide open. The terrible druin on our heavily
burdened shipping facilities would ceuse.

"The folly of shipping aircruft which couls be maude to fly under their own
power is truly bizarre., Due to the bulk of airplanes, only u-fraction of”
the tonnuge of & cargo ship can be utilized. At & pemerous estimute, &
10,000-ton freighter can transport u humdred pursults. To ussure its
sufety in traneit, it must be ade uately protectdd against teeminp thrests
on, balow, apnd above sea level. It must move with an escort of warships
in buttle trim, under swarms of defensive airplanes broupht along on the
Huvy's 'flouting basea', which in turn must te protected by land-based
aviation from intermedianry bases.”

Do you happen to know Seversky? I knor him only slirhtly,
but I huve talked with enother industrial designer aml enpineer, Raymond
Loewy, and he says that what Seversky suys is true, If you woul: be
interested in seeing him, I wm sure I couli get him in touch with you at
once, ag I think if his statements are correct, it shoul: be looked inta
ani put into immediate operation, don't you? Perhaps it may be something
you would like to bring to the President's speclal attention.

Best to you always.

/Can., Aoettansl Laotoer

—

P. 5. I'm sending the book to you first class, under sepsrate cover.




May 21, 1942

Dear Mrs. Laskor:
You and Mr, Lasker are moat

rous te seud me the thouswrd dollars
%@WIWH\WODW
plades £ MOLUY.

I will tulk r.ymhh Luvy about
your suggestion. ————

I am aure Mrs. Bethune will be
gverjoysd when 1 send her your ohesk.

Very sinserely yours,




29 BEEKMAN PLACE
HEW YORK CITY

ey 19, 1502 Mf

Dear Mre. Roosevelt:

My husband and I were very much interested in
what Mrs, Bethune nd to say about the work of her college
toe other day at your apartment. We stromgly agree with you
that the megro problem is of the greatest importance, und
would like to help.

Unfortunately, we have alresdy contributed to various
other Negro arganizations within the laat few months, so we
do not feel that we can make any contribution to the endowment,
but are enclosing this check t.u help defray the current expensea
of the college.

I was discussing the mtter with Adele Levy yesterday,
arnd we felt that it might be of tremenlous vulwe 1f you were to
enll o moeting to discuss the oversll pleture of Negro bloms
and how to help solve them. pontotives of the v
agencies which are trying to help with the probless might have a
chance to discuss & prograsm of uction on what is being done at
present, and what most needs to be done.

We thought posaibly & somewhat coordinsted program might
be developed as & result of such & meeting, The Rosentald Foundn-
tion would be a source of informution on the people who could best
discuss the problems ani help to solve them. I am sure many people
and agencies interested need fresh, clear direction for their ef-
forts, which such a meeting might give.

Dl you ever have an opportunity to glance through Major
Seversky's book, "ﬂww Alr Power"? I am sure that
you sould sgree with me that his freshness of point of view is

important to the whole future of the rar. Do let me
know if I may bring him to see you for & few minutes the next time
you are in New York, as I know his point of view and informtion
would interest you tresendously.

411 our warmest good wishes to you.

Yours,
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Best wishes to
alwaya, gl

Yours

S, firectansd Lostoe.




July 2, 1542.
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Very sincerely yours,

1

lew York, New York.

J
Llh:h Albert Lasker :
29 Beekman Place :




Dear Mrs. hum&lt;

thanks for letter of July second
saing Lhat you oA Takbet ho e MRS Shors the me TRy | |
of action on & comprehensive health plan for industrisl

g

»oT] Ba

nd.r;giml.t
way ina

i

I kmow that your talk must have expedited his plen-
deal, and hope he will umwﬂthﬂn

fow weoks, as I think if you have an opportunity to

guide the thinking anl planning, it will be on & brosder scale

than 1t might othervise be concefved, i

I shull look forwerd to hearing any reaction you
-;mmrmmmmmmmbjuurmm known &
aive® policy on the purt of the Children's Buresu toward
the upe of their fumis by anmy state which, under its stute lawa,
initistes & child spucing program.

I &= enclosing a copy of an article from Medical

material on the health situstion in specific communities, war
irdustries and cantonment aress widich Dr. Micheel Dovis of the
Committee on Research in Medicel Economics, a non-Government

q:lﬁﬂ:r. has just given me.

Itmnjq“uamh&tmk ard I hope
to have the chance soon again. ai

20 BEEHMAN PLACE
HEW YORK CITY [ '

| mg,Lm\fh i I |
1 |
|

WEF B o
Yours,

Mm%




FEDERAL ACTICN FOR HEALTE OF WAR WORKERS
Status as of July first, 1842

£

The need for actlon 1s now recognized, The fleld studles of the Public
Health Service had mede the situatlon known to a few. Mr. McNutt'e speech be-
fore the Americen Medical Associaticn brought it before the whole country, aa
well as to the physiciens. He gave sttention chiefly to the insufficient enroll-
ment of doctore for the Army, but also stressed the needs of war aress, with-
out giving deteils,

Most Americen Medienl Association officiols new accept the necessity of
agticn. Dr, Flsbheln does. He accepts the ldea of prepsyment plans. He and
most of his associates now wish to direct sction through the Procurement and
hselgnment Service and other sgenciles which they largely control, The Procure—
ment and Assignment Service, useful as o connecting link with the profession,
has been ineffective administretively. A responsible federnl sgency must be
the prime mover.

The Public Heslth Service has begun preperations to move in a few select-
ed areas by coautious procedures, flowing partly from desirs to avoid difficul-
ties with organized medicine and partly from the absence of any public demend
for action. Such a procedure will be unnecesssrily slow and will incresse the
likelihood of “compeny-medical-core plens,” growing out of the patterns of
actlon to which the medical societles and the state health depertments are
accustomed,

With a situation thus chemging from stagnation to movement, two steps are
neaded nowy

1. An expression from nationsl labor leasders urging the need for actien,
the desirability of prompt sction, and the determination of plens of action by
procedures in which lebor is fully represented. Only thus will the rate of
ection be expedited and undesirsble forms of metion be avoided. The capable
hand of the Public Health Service, and the will to action of Mr. McNutt who
mist approve its policles, will thus be strengthened.

Cooperation of government with the medicsl profession is obviously deair-
able, but unless the spscislized pressures from this source sre countered by
demends from those whose health and productive efficlency are personally at
stake, an adequate or wholesome result cannot be expected.

2, A vigorous directive to the Public Health Service to proceed, under
the Federal Security Administrator, to organize services in war areas and bring
physicisns to them in cooperstion with medicine, leber, mnsgemont, and the
state and local governments,

MMD - 7/2/42




SIMMARY HREPORT
1

0f Surveys of 18 War-Industrial and Extrs Cantonment Areas
in Indisna, Il!.linuia, Wissourl, Oklnhoma, and Texas

by
Dean A. Clark, Surgeon (R)
Deans Brooks, Surgeon (R)
Rey Ranerl, Enginesr
"

U.5. Public Health SBervice

1 Bummary as to Physiclans, Dentists, and Nurses

In_ virtually every community visited there was a need for more phy-
slelans, dentists, and nurses. This noed, like that for hospital beds, hsd
often not been fully sppreclated lﬂc&l]ir because the economic circumstances
of the population were so poor as to p'mvi;ﬂn little effective demand for
medical services. In factory areas, however, where workera were recelving
regular wages, the physiclans were grently overtaxed. Even in these aresas,
vory fow new plysiclans had moved in, and in many the insdequacy had been
rendered more extreme bscauss physlelans had left the commmity to enter
the armed forces.

Physiolans are apparently reluctant to move into defense areas for
saveral reasons:

1. There im a fear that the newly expanded communities will shrink in
size l.f“!-lrl the war and that physlclans will therefors be left stranded.

2, There is uncertainty as to the adequacy of lmmediate [inancinl
roturn for physicians in most defense commmities,

E. Inmpllunth-nhuumgj.nuhl.thmphyuiehnmuldgdn
access to hospltal facllitles since the only exlsting hospltals are of a
proprietary character.
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4., Physielana have a reluctunce to move becauss they expect soon tao
be called into some sort of Government service and thersfore feel 1t would
be futile to establish a new practlice which might at any wement have to be
abandoned «

E, Thers is & feeling that the difficulty of obtaining licenses in
different states would effectively prevent the movesent of a large number
of physiclans.

#. Physlelana already established in defense areas, though overworked,
often are loaths to encourage new physlcians to move in becausa of the re-
sulting competition.

The spame ressons, by and large, apply to the problem of attracting \
dentista and nurses to the areas.

Mors important than any of thess reasons im, of course, the fact that
& goneral shortage of physicians, dentists and nursss is developing through-
out ths country. Phyelelana with Army and Navy reserve commissions have baon
withdrawn from the defense areas without any regard, so far as was apparent,
to the ssriousness nr the medical needs of these areas.

Lw

1. The recommendation of primary importance is, thlurufnri, tha
ostablisghment in governmental hands at local, State, snd Federal levela
the active responsibility for planning and providing for medical as well
as public heslth services in such areas. This responsibility must of
nescasslty cerry with it sufficlsnt muthority and financial support to
taks the stepo nocespary to mest the naeds.




G
!

2, Means must be found to move physiclans, dentlsts, and nurses inte
the arees whers they sre most needed... Provialon must also be mada for

appuring such persons a reasonably adequate finaneisl return,

&+ Finsncial stability for the medlcal and allied professions in [ |
ix‘tru-uanlt«nmnt and war induatrial aress might be secured in several ways, |
which under different cireumstances wight be used separately or in various
combinations:

s  wss Dlrect salaries from local, State, or Federal Governmenta.

vlee which would eover workers and thelr dependents for all typea of
care. E=ployese contributions would represent & sizesble share of the
fimds in such organizations and ezployeos should tharefore have an
active volce in contrel of thess plana, The regularity of contributions
to arrangementa of this type would bs of advantsge In of fering assured
incomes to medical perdonnel on olther a part-tise or a full-time basis.

c. Physlelans and dentists might be eatablished in the ‘areas as
private practitioners, but guaranteed some basic financiel sscurity, |
This could be sccoaplishad through part-time ssployment in a prepay-
zent plan, or a physician or dentist could he commissioned in the
U.5.P,H.5. Resorve, placed on setive duty at his homs end moved ab
Bovernmant expense to the proposad ares, He could then be placed on
inactive status but employed concurrently on a civil service basls as
& part-time consultant to the U.8.P.H.8. and be pald sn smount auffi-
nimthm&hhuhg-tihrmmmuumrwu long as might |
Beem necessary. Such payments, which would in effect form & Qovern- |
ment subsidy, could be justified by having the physicisn or dentist
serve the local health departmsnt in a part-time capacity in return
for the payments.

4. Of equal importance with the assignaent of physiclans and dentists
to defense areas, in viaw of the lnadequate supply of professional personnal,
1s the organization of this P“-m 20 as to utilize their skills in the
most effective and sconomical masnnar,

G. The construction and maintenance of hospltals, health canters, and
sanitation projects should be based upon carsful estimates of tha needs for |
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these facilitles, regardless of the ability of the communitles or States to
make substantial contributions. Both Federal and State authorities should
be eupowored to initiate directly applications for projects. MNew construc
ummﬂdhilugﬂ;nfltupumq!mhl I

6. It is imperative that the construstion of all prejects in the
health field inul\.d.rluu hospitals, health centers, water supply and sewage

disposal wut'n. and housing be greatly accelerated if the health of the
populations of the defense areas is to be adequately protected.

e




Elrlmmt Plans, For most effective reduction of lost working tims,
workers must be tn.lblllli to have medical care promptly, in early stagea of
illness., To accomplish this, the prepayment method for supporting the
medical services 1s essentlal. A number of lmportsnt industrial esteblish-
ments and the T.V.A. have already demonstrated the effectiveness af prepay-
ment plans, The plans that give workers the most for their money are on
& nonprofit basis. They provide services, not just cash indemities to
workers.

cono epayment, Wage earners now commonly spend cver § per cent
of their snnual income, on an average,for physicians' and hospitsl services
in sickness; but this average includes some who have little or no sickness
during a given yeser, some who have sickness but who do not obtaln medical
care because of the expénse or for other ressons; and some why psy heavy
aicknass billa, Prepayment plens financed by wvoluntary payroll deductions
can make medicsl care availlable to workers at am annunl cost no more than
the avercge expense they now incur. Through such plans sick workers are
able to seek physicians without the daterrent of & fee end hence to obtain
core promptly. The expense msy be shared by management, or by government
also, The prepayment method will minimize government appropriations for
medical care, Tha principle of prepayment 1s now widely accepted by work-
ers and by the medical profession.

Organizing Services, The Public Health Service could supply personnel

to help in organizing plans in new war-industry aress, and to coordinate the
work of the physlelsns with hosplitel and preventive services. It 1s impertant
that medical-care plans in new areas shall not be "company-doctor plans,"

Thase rarely give good service and are likely to cause labor-management

T
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frietion. The Jjoint labor-management committees, set up In a growing

nupber of war industries, would help®in working out satisfactory methods,

sppropriate to local conditions. = |
The organization of medical-care plans mey be amy of the following |
types, all of which have already been tested in operatiom:

(a) 'The workers may participate in established state-wide
plans sponsored by medical socleties and hospitals, (e.g., asz in
Californis and Michigan), providing for hospitalization and for
certain medical services on & prepayment basis., Most of these
plans, however, provide only a limlted service, chiefly in hos-

pitalized illness.

(8) o Wihen sufficient practicing physicians are locally
avallable, the plan may be set up with a locsl panel, every
physicjan in the area being entitled to serve under the plan
and to*be paid from the prepayment fund (e.g., ss in Spaulding
Industrles and other concerns near Binghamton, New York).

(e) where a few physiciang are locally available and most
must be imported, a staff of anlariced physicians may be organized,
workipg through a clinic and hospital set up in connection with
the plane (e.g., Temnessee Coal and Iron Company, Birmingham,
Alabaph; * Standard 011 Company, Baton Rouge, Louiasiana; T.V.A.
projects, as Kentucky Dam,) :




"h FEn GPECIFIC COMMUNITIES®

Extract from an Address by ]
Joseph W. Mountin

Appl t Surgeon General

0. 8. 1lic Health Service

May 9, 1947

The situation may be 1lllustrated by reference to a few specific
communities. Let us take Bresmerton, Washington. Here there 1s a large
Havy yard and peveral industrisl plants tributsry to it.

The population of Bremerton in 1840 was sbout 15,000. Todey it is
50,000. Completion of a government housing project will scon raise 1t
another 7,000 or 8,000 In eddition, some 30,000 persone live in the
surrownding area end depend cn doctors in Breserton.

To serve these 80,000 inhsbitants, there were 28 physiclans, Of
thepe, 9 have been called to sctive duty with fhe armed 'furalu, and saveral
more expect to be called scon. Thus, as more people arrive, fewer doctors
remain. Boon there will be from 12 to 18 dectors to esre for a population ]
of almost 70,000, Expert servlice in some branches of medicine will not be
obtainable at all. For example, the only physlcisn specializing in trest-
mant of sye, ear, nose, and throat is a reserve officer who will socon be |
called to active duty.

The physiclans in Bremerton are making & heroic but hopelesa sffort to
copa with the problem. They work around the cleck, seeing as many as 40 to
50 patients a day. Home visits often cannot be made on the day the patient's
request 18 received. Doctors' offices are so crowded that patients weit
seviced Bowrs and even A1) day. Boss patienits sre tufued evey altoguther:
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Uader such sonditions good medical seryice 1s impossible. The doctors
admit that the quality of care given is poor, snd that 1t is getting worse.
An expectant mother is now told to come for examlnatlon every ¥ or 4 montha.
There si=ply is net time to see her oftenmer. At the rate the dootors are
driving themselves now, collapse is almost inevitable for some of them.

Then there will be still fewer physicians to do the wark.

Bremerton is by no means unique. There is Waynesville, Missouri, neer
Camp Leonard Wood. The population has skyrocketed from 500 to 5,000, There
1s one physician in town, and he is sn elderly man. '

Conslder Childersburg, Alabama. Population in 1840 — 515. Population
today — €,000 and still soaring, Number of physiclans — 2.

Move on to Hinesville, Oeorgla. A hamlet of 800 people suddenly swollen
to 6,000, There are 2 physlcians. bBut one is also the mayor, and his offi-
cial duties leave little time for practice.

Then go down to Valparaiso, Florida, where 2,000 pecple are making the
best of 1t in what was a village of 20 inhabitents. The nearest doctor is
20 miles away.

Thees ere only a few of the war-affected commmities studled by the
Publie Health Service at the request of defense housing authoritles. What I
have sald sbout lack of medicsl care applies with equal emphasis to dental

care and nursing service,




HEALTH NEEDS OF WAR PRODUCTION AREAS
Extracts from heport by

Dean A. Clark, Surgeon (R)
T. 8. P\bm mﬁ S'In':l.u

May, 1942

Clope around the Glenn L, Martin bomber plant, 8 miles from Baltimore,
now live 25,000 people; more than twlce am many as were there a few years
ago. People live in ghacks and trallers and barns, and chicken-coops — yes,
actually, 45 men were living in a chicken-house on one farm, with a polluted
wsll for weter-supply and with sewsge running in the gutters. In all this
aren there are 8 doctors and & dentists and mot a single hoapital—not much
for 25,000 perscna: but Beltimore has doctors and hospitals. ﬁm"t they
porve these people? One might think so, but think for a moment what it meana
for many sick people to travel B miles to a clinle or to pay the mileage
charges of doctore from the city. And the Baltimore hospitels and clinicas
are already full to nnrﬂaﬂ.ng—ﬂm wealthy patlents often m't.. got in,
and wege—enrnere from out of the State; like many at Olenn Martin's, find it
almost impossible to gain admission for enything but catastrophic illnesa.

It may be hoped that conditlons will be improved when the hospital which the
County has applisd for mder the Comsunity Facilities Act is budlt.

Mtlm: are syen more primitive in a middlewestern industrisl
community, where the population has grown from 14,000 to 53,000 in little
more than a yeer and may scon be more than 50,000, Here the county heslth
officer is a chiropractor, and sewage ip earried off in open ditches. In &
mushroomed area of this sort, comsunity organization is maturelly poorly




developed, and the physiclans are so busy dealing with individusl patients
that they may have hed no opportunity to visunlise the commmity's health
problems as a whole., A8 a result, little organized pressure for improving

conditions has as yet arisen.

One comstal eity, not far from New Orleans, is the site of great ship-
bullding activity, The olty has increased in two years from 7,000 inhabi- |
tants to 12,000 or more, and the swrownding county, from 17,000 to nearly
20,000 and will probebly reach 40,000 before long. There are § dentlsts and

7 physicians in the county (ell located in the city) and three of the latter
are over 65. The comty's one hospltal—of 40 beds—1s reglstered as a
nonprofit institutlon, but it is, nevertheless, closed to all except two
physicians. The number of hospital bede is wholly insdequate, even ir i
used to capacity. Patlents of physiclans not on the staff of the hospital,
4f in need of hospitsl care, must sither be transferred to one of the two
overvorked staff phyaiclans, be cared for at home (there Ls a serlous over-
orowding becauss of housing shortage), or be transported 25 miles to other
citiss, The local hospltal ia well adapted for oxpanslon. At least 5 new
doctors couwld well be used in the community if arrangesents were made to glve
thea hospltal privilsges.
Pryor, Oklshoma, 1a famous now because of the recent dissstrous tornsdo,
but Pryor had serious health hagards even befors that stora. The sgite of .
snothar war industrial plant, it hes now ambout 8,000 persons as coaparsd with
2,500 in 1940, In the whole county are 55,000 inhabitants (22,000 in 1840} .

Medical care resources consist of B physicians (5 of thez over 80), 4 dentists,
and 40 hospltal beds sbout evenly divided betwsen two propristary institutions.
Only three of ths county's physiclans have access to these hospitels. One

e




gan easily imagine the desperate plight of peopls in thia ares who need
medical care—aven thoss whe can afford to pay well must walt in line,

It is small wonder that most of the tornmado victims had to be moved to

Uuskogea and Tulsa, both about 40 miles away.

Yet Pryor has not secn fit to apply for a hospltal under the Commmity
hr'.il.lit.iu hot. Why nmot? First, perhapa, bm‘ma of a lack af- intereat in
commmity affalrs all too frejuently !'m;nd in "hoom" communitles of this
sort where the pervading desire is to make a atake while the boom luata, as
in an old-time gold rush, and to get out ahssd of tha crash, which is pre-
sumed will follow. As one might expect there is as yet but & small senae
of community responsibility among the newly arrived populntion, mamy of
whom are llving in scattered shacks and trailers. Then, too, Fryor and tha
county did mot fesl they could afford any substantlal contribution toward
alther the construction or the maintenanco of & hospltal, and hesltated to
ask Tor virtuslly 100% Federal funda. Comsunities econoalcally able to pay
part or all of the cost have been able to meet an increased degand for hos-
pital facilitles, slthough their relatlve need may have been much less than
that of Pryor or nearty Choteau.

The Texnrkana area has mueh the same story as the other places: orowd-
ing, lack of sanitation, meager and inadequately used hospital facilities.
Tha woret problem im sanitatlon, for the workers in the war industry hers
live seottersd slong 11 miles of country road where most drinking water is
hauled in by the barrel and sanitation is hopelessly primitive, A practically
perfact setting for a typhold fever outbreak. So far the county heslth officer
has been wnable to arrange for immmization on a mass scale.

You may ask if these exmmples are typleal of war industrial areas every-
whare. Are they all so bad as this? Of course not, bub thers sre meny worse

ones too. On the whols, the ploture they give is not wnfair.

T T————
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WORKERS' HEALTH AND WAR PRODUCTION

Great loss bo production is caused by ill health,  What
har been done to reduce the loss?  What can be done
to lessen it siill more?

LOAT WORKING TIME DUE TO SICKENESS

The average worker loses g days a year because of illness—
§ days for men, 12 for women. For all the workers in the United
States, the loss is over jsooo00c0 days annually. This is
equivalent to over a million men toiling conti t
a full working year. Of late these facts have been frequently
stated, but they are not yet appreciated by the public.

Less than one-tenth of this loss is caused by industrial accidents
m&m.ml diseases, Over nine-tenths of the loss is due to
general and to accidents not connected with the oceu-
tion,

pa

The illnesses which cause the most absenteeism are respiratory
diseases. Disenses of the digestive system are the second highest
group. Dr. A. J. Lanza of the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company estimates that

Time lost from work because of the disorders grouped under the name

i infections averages onc day a year for

each worker, male and female. Some figures higher than that will be

found in the literature and 1 believe we are well on the conservative side.

At the rate of cne day off for all employed persons, one arrives at a

figure of a loss of forty-five million days of work each year, or the full

time work of a hundred and fifty thousand persons for a year. The
coat of this falls on employee and employer alike. (1)

193
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There are other causes of absenteeism, but gickness is the largest
cause. In 1940, says Dr. Clarence D. Selby, consultant ph
of General Motors tion, the experience of the Owen-
Illinois Company of T showed that

With an average of 14,580 employees on the payroll each month dur-
ing 1940 there were 33,700 absences from work during the year, 6o per
cent of which were for medical reasons.  OF these absences only 1 per
cent wese from industrial caunses, industrial injuries and occupational
ﬁm;mwmtm&mmﬂmﬁdmmwﬁm
sicknesses not at all related to cceupation and injusies received outside
the places of work; 31 per ceat asked permission to be absent, and g per
cent gave no reason for their absence. (2)
FATIGUE, SICKNESS, ABSENTEEISM
Fuﬁpwdumhughmhmﬁ:knmmdahmm&mn,
In careful British studies during the last war, Dr. H. M. Vernon
jound that at three shell factories men working 63} hours a week
lost 7 per cent of their time from sickness. The percentage
diminished as the working hours decreased, so that when the
working week was g4 hours, the lost time was only 4 per cent.

In an American munitions plant, where the working day was
increased from g to 12 hours, the rate of absenteeism increased
from less than & per cent before the hours were lengthened, to
g.gpumtdmingthcintyurlfmmw,mﬂﬂlu
pumtdming&emdyw;dimdwﬁngtmﬁmllﬁucﬂ’mt
of the longer hours (3).

REDUCING LOSSES BY MEDICAL SERVICE

“Health programs” in industry reduce sickness and absentee-
ism. Two hundred and thirty-four companies reported to the
MNational Association of Manufacturers last year an average
reduction of 29.7 per cent in absentecism as a result of their
industrial health services. :

The saving exceeds the cost of the health services paid by the
employer. The Association declares that:

... the estimated cost of a health program for & goo-man plant is
::Mpﬁmphmwym,m;mulnfm-;p. An estimate of
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savings an to industry in preportion to the extent of medical
programs, m the U. 5. Public Health Service, revealed 1§ times
the average daily as the annual potential loss to the employer on

sceount of absen . Reductions of 47 per cent in accident and
occupational diseases,\and 28 per cent in absences, as reported for the
average foo-man plant in the National Associatioh of Manufacturers’
study, would, on this basis, result in a saving to the company of g13,341
per year, assuming an a aily wage of $5. A deduction of $6,770
for medical costs leaves a net saving to the company of #5611 per year,
while the saving in wages to the employees amounts to $6,300. (4)

Even if only 10 per cent reduction in “days now lost annually
from illness and injury in industry” were brought about, declares
the Journal of the American Medical Association in a recent
editorial (5), this saving would equal “the time required to build
five capital ships, sixteen thousand tanks or nine thousand
mm_n

The British Medical Association, in a recent report on the value
of health services in industry, states thar:

Firms with an average yearly loss through illness of 10 days for men
and 124 days for women found that rendering medical service available
reduced the loss to between 3.71 and §.25 days for men and to between
4.5 and 7.9 days for women,

This is a reduction of about o per cent (6).
PROGRAMS AND POLICIES

Folicy of Orgamized Medicine, The Council on Industrial
Health of the A. M. A, lists ten functions as the responsibilities
of “medical service in industry,” ie.: (7)

1. Regular appraisal of plant sanitation,

2. Periodic inspection for occupational disease hazards.

3. Adoption and maintenance of adequate control measures,

4. Provision of first aid and emergency services,

5. Prompt and early treatment for all illnesses resulting from
occupational exposure.

6. Reference to the family physician of individuals with conditions
needing attention, cooperating with the patient and his phy-
sician in every practical way to remedy the condition,

T
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7. Uniform recarding of absenteelsm due to all types of disability,
8. Impartial health isaly of all workers,
9. Provision ofmhhhmmm within industry.
1o, The conduct of a beneficial health education program,

Policies of Imdusirial Mamagement. The industrial medical
departments established by many of the larger plants carry on
all or some of these functions with full- er part-time physicians.
The industrial “health pm%:[mu" referred to in the reports of
the National Association of Manufacturers, the American College
of Surgeons, and other professional bodies kecp within these
functions.

“Approximately 85 per cent of workers,” however, says Dr,
Stanley J. Seeger, chairman of the Council on Industrial Health,
“are employed in small phmes in which there are no organized
medical services.' (E)

Paliciesr of Organized Labor, Labor has supported national
programs for medical care.  In several places, unions participate
with management in prepayment plans, Labor has abjected to
some phases of “industrial medical services,” particularly periodic
examinations. These difficelties are removed in some establish-
ments where workers' organizations participate in organized
plans of medical care,

Where Does Medical Care Come In?  Under these “industrial
health" programs, when the worker is ill or is found to have a
disease or defect not arising from his cccupation, he is “referred
to his family physician.'” Only in a few localities have steps been
taken to ensure that physicians and hospitals will actually be
available and that the worker can meet the cost of needed care.

The financial barriers between the worker and his physician
are removed in a limited number of large industrial establish-
ments, where organized plans of medical care and hospital service
are supported by regular payments from the workers, the em-
ployer, or bath. In some places workers may join local or state-
wide prepayment plans for hespital care and in a few places they
may also obtain surgical service in hespitalized illness on a pre-
payment basis,




or assignment of physicians (also dentists and wveterinarians)
to the Army, Navy, Public Health Service, and to meet the
“civilian and industrial needs of the nation." This Service is
authorized

Pslicy. An intense speed-up of British industry took
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place after Dunkirk. Long hours, however, were found unde-
| . sirable, as during World War 1, and have been shortened to

. periods judged to be best adapted to maximum production. The
Ministry of Supply declared that “excessive overtime is self-
defeating.” (12)

Medical services in all British industrial establishments em-

| plaﬁagmnteﬂun':gupumummd:ohlipmhrﬂw
British Ministry of Labor last year, These correspond to the
“industrial medical services™ described dbove.
In Britain, furthermore, there is no financial barrier between
the worker and a physician or a hespital, when he is ill. Under
National Health Insurance he may go to any general physician
of his choice in time of sickness. For hospitalization he may
receive care in a voluntary hospital cither free or under a volun-
tary prepayment plan, or he may go to a public hospital where he
is entitled to care (including physicians’ and surgeons' services)
* at cost or for whatever he can pay.

Our Small Industrial Plants, The Subcommittee on Industrial
Health and Medicine of the Office of Defense Health and Welfare
Services is working with other professional bodies for “the pro-
motion of a demand for more complete health services in the
small, as well s the large, defense industries” (1) Where no
individual plant is large enough for an organized service of its
own, industrial hygiene services must be furnished them by some

.

Should net the public bureaus of industrial hygiene connected
with health or labor departments act in this capacity? They
could farnish medical, engineering, and nursing personnel for
industrial hygiene service to the smaller plants of an area, at
least to those engaged in war production, Could such a plan be
worked satisfactorily with industrial management and organized
labor? Would it be opposed by organized medicine because it
involves increased medical action by government?

Policies of Federal and State Governments, The Division of
Industrial Hygiene of the U, 5. Public Health Service promotes
the officially approved functions and, th financial aid to
state departments of health under the Social Security Act, has

S
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enabled about Jo states to set up state bureaus of industrial

hyﬂeump:mnuur them locally, In a few states such
as New York and Mnmm these are under state
depurtments of labor. In a number of states the effectivencss of
industrial hygiene work is diminished by differences between
health and departments as to attitudes and jurisdiction
concerning industrial hygiene. An article in this jssue (p. 118)
illustrates the situation in cne state.

Education of Physicians, By the joint efforts of the Sub-
committee on Industrial Health and Medicine, the Council on
Industrial Health, and other professional bodies, additional funds
for the Division of Industrial Hygiene of the Public Health Serv-
ice have been obtained, some special researches planned and
financed, and an outline for the education of physicians in indus-
trial health has been prepared and promulgated. (12) This
program, however, recognizes only private medical practice as
the source through which the worker may obtain medical and
surgical care for other than industrial illness and accident, It
does not recogni prz'uymmt plans through which such care
may be organized and financed.

FOR THE SOLDIERS OF PRODUCTION

Action is needed now by industrial management and organized
labor, with government participation as required, to provide war
workers with all preventive health services and to establish -
organized plans of medical care for sickness whenever
in enlarged plants and new “defense areas Action should
proceed without delay, We are wasting time,

Mr. Donald M. Nelson has recommended “joint labor-manage-
ment war plant committees which will consider suggestions from
all quarters for increasing production.” Through these jeint
committees and through other channels, management and labor
have opportunity to initiate or to cooperate in practical steps to
reduce absenteeism and to maximize the efficiency of our “soldiers
of preduction.”” Government has the direct responsibility for
action when it is itself the employer,

Production depends on raw materials, transpartation, organi-
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To tulge date with Katharine Lenroot
: I : for lunch to talk sbout Mrs. Llauker"- |
plenned parenthood and letter Public
Health people sent out.
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October 10, 1842

Dear Mres. Lasiker:

Thank you for your lettsr of
Oetobar 7 and for the copy of Parenta'
Magazioe. I was interested to ses the
article and am glad you called it to my
attention.

The gardenias wers lovely
and it was sweet of you to send them.

Very stncerely,

Mrs. salbert Lasker
29 Beekman Place
WYC
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I am encloaing herewith a copy of Parents!
Magezine which hag what T thoupht wes s very good article
I\ on the work of the Planned Parenthood Federstion, which
I thought you would like to Bee,—-it shows the acceptunce
of the idea by this type of megezine.

I kmow you will be happy to know thet the
Federation has persvaded the heslth offlcers of three more
etates to be willing to begin child-spacing programs this
yvear (with the sid of the Federstion in instructing County
' Heelth Officers). The states are Texss, Florida and Celaware.

We are very pleased about this, as it makes
gix states now huving & program of child-smacing in their
Public Health work., We ere hoping possibly tefore the year
is over we will be sble to start in at lesst two more.

In the Fovember electlons, Maseschusette 1=
voting on an Amendment as to whether or not doctors should
be allowed te plve contraceptive information to save the
lives of their patients. We are helpimr the local committee
end are in hopes that we will win, and show that this anclent
prefjulice cannot survive public opinion tediy, even in
Massachusetts. I will let you know, of course, vhat the result
is. "

Mrs. Bouverie has returned to Ensland, and writes
me thut she understandes the trip which you and ghe discuseed
iz belng arranged, and she is so happy sbout it, af Ehe Teels
it will do so much pood. She 18 hopine she may have & chance
to see you.

A11 my warmest pood wishes to Fou.

Yours,

M., BrEimas




October 7, 1942

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I am enolosing herewith a ocopy of Parents'
Magazsine which has what T thought wae a very good article
on the work of the Flaoned Paremthood FPederation, which
I thought you would 1like sen,--1t shows the acceptance
| of the idea by this type of magaaine.

I know you will be happy to know that the
Federation has persuvaded the health officers of thres more
states to be williny to begin child-spscing programs this
year (with the aid of the Federation in instructing County
Health Officers). The states are Texas, Florida and Delaware,

We are very plessed ahout this, as it makes
alx statea now huving a program of child-spacing in their
Public Heslth work., We ere hoping poesibly before the year
is over we will be able to start in at least tro more,

In the Novembar elections, Massachusetts ia
voting on an Amendment as to whether or not dectors should
be allowed to glve contraceptive informsation to suve the
lives of their patisnta. We are helpimg %he local comsittee
and are in hopes that ww will win, and show that this anclent
prejuiice camnnot survive public opinion today, evem in
Massachusetta. T will let you know, of course, what the result
is. A

Mra. Bouveris hie returned to England, ond writes
me thut she understands the trip which you and she discussed
is being arranged, and she is so happy about it, as she feels
it will do so much good. Bhe is hoping she may have a chance
to ase you, :

All my warmest good wishae to you,

Yours,
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Deceamber 22, 1942,

' Dear lirs. lasker:
Many thanks for your letter. '
I do hope Mr. Ernst wins the case be-
fore the Supreme Court.
Imlﬁummm
Very sincerely,

krs. .lbert Lasker
29 Beckmin Ploce
New York, MNew York,




ED BEEKMAN PLACE
HEW YORK CITY

December 1f, 1947

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

|
I thourht you would be intereeted to |
see gome reports on the work that has been done recehtly

through the Planned Parenthood Federstion in e enunty &nd |
& city health project.

I know you will bte interested té ‘mnow that
Morris Ernst is poins to pleeg” the Comnecticut hirth con-
trol case before the Supreme Court of the United States
the early part of Jamary, If the Supreme Court decides
favorsbly on this Comnecticut hirth control case, 1t will
clear up the lepal tangle in Massechusetts at the same
time, so T deeply hope there will be s litersl end wise
decision, and thst the desperate facts of the case will naot
be confused with any legal technicalities. :

I have heard on ull sides from friends in
England and here what a success your trip wes, I think
you went at a most fortunste time, and thet 1t 44d a Freat
amount of pood for bhoth countriea, .

I look farward to havins the joy of seelinp
you soon. A1l my warmest pood wishem,

[0

iy -




Mada in the Uniled States of America

Fagrinied brom Howes Fasmory
Wal, 1, Bo 4, Augasl, 1840

; ‘A BIRTH CONTROL SERVICE AMONG
: URBAN NEGROES
: A STUDY CONDUCTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, i
CITY OF NASHVILLE i
| Br JOHN OVERTON, M.D., City Health Offcer avn
IVAH UFFELMAN, R.N., Dirser Nursing Strvice f
Dupartment of Hoalrh, Marlwilly, Toms. I 1

0 Negro birth control clinics

were established by the Cicy

Health Deparrment of Nashville,

Tennesser, in April, 1940. From

the beginning chese clinics, conducted

with the aid of funds of the Planned Par-

enthood Federacion of America, have

established themselves as a valuable part of

the general healeh service of the City of
Nashville.

We began ovur coneraceptive clinics in
Mashville among the MNegro women be-
cause of special conditions among the Ne-
gro popalation in Mashville. Their gen-
eral death rate is high, the infant and
maternal moreality rate is high, there is
great prevalence of ruberculosis and syphi-
lis, litele education, poor living condirions
with a resulting high incidence of delin-
quency, and crime. We have fele char,
along with other activitics whose object
is to improve the individual and raise che
standard of living, chis service should be
added’as & part of the public health pro-
gram. Mashville’s popalation of 47,500
Megroes is concentrated in several crowded
areas. Two excellent and well-located
centers were available for the establish-
mene of clinics: Bechlehem Community
Center and Fisk Center.  The clinics were
established here without publicicy.

w

In establishing the clinics no serious
problems were cncountered, There was
little opposition on the pare of physicians
or others not personally affected. The
main difficulty was in overcoming che
objection of the woman or her hushand to
sdopting preventive measures. In some
there was the question of religion; in
others, there was fear that it mighe distarb
the pormal marital relations or thar it
might lead 1o some disorders, such as can-
cec. The crowded living condicons in
many cases, farchermore, gave lirtle oppor-
tunicy for privacy, while other parients
were unable o come to the clinic because
of lack of eransportation, the lack of
clothes to appear in public, or no oac to
look after the other children ac home
while the mother was away.

EHLECTION OF CASIS

The seven Negro nurses who are respon-
sible for all the public health nursing pro-
cedures among Negroes were instructed in
methods of educating mothers abour child
spacing. On every post-natal visic, these
nurses instruceed the mocher abour the
nature of contraception and rold her of the
availability of the two clinics. Each
mother was advised 1o go to cthe clinic six

— T T—




98 HUMAN FERTILITY

wieeks after delivery to obeain both s post-
partum check-up and suitable contracep-
tive adwice. She was instrucred to avoid
pregnancy for st least @ year, and then 1o
consule her physician as 1o whether or poc
the method should be conrinued loager.
In cach instance che nurse made a definite
sppointment for the patient to appear at
ane of che clinics.

At present, in addition to the women
contaceed by public health nurses, many
seck chis adwice after having been referred
by other patients or by those working in
settlement houses and in welfare and relief
agencies. A definite procedure has been
established for the management of these
cases. A public health nurse visits each of
thess volunteer or referred cases in che
patient’s home to make sure that she is
eligible for health deparrment care and o
instract her individeally in the narure of
the service which these clinics render,  Ac
this visit the ourse makes a definite ap-
pointment for the parienc. This pre-
clinic education has been found invaluable.
The nurse is able, after this visie, to evalu-
ate the public health problem in the home
which is an importane element in inte-
grating this service with other public
health services.

During the rwo-year period, approxi-
mately 1,000 women were urged 1o come 1o
the clinics for examination and advice.
From this group 618 parients reported to
the clinics. An additional 155 women
were sufficiently interested to be given ap-
pointments, bat did noc repore for exami-
nation. The ages of those receiving serv-
ice ranged from 14 to 46 years, and g5 per
cent of the groop had less than o Gfth
grade education. An analysis of the in-
comes in the group reporting to the clinics
is given in Table I. It is obvious from
this table thar the service reached those
for whom it was designed.  As the aver-

-— w
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age family had more chan five members,
the income can in no case be considered
adequate for its maintenance,

TABLE 1
o g
—
Lens then $15 per Week. ..., FLi
Gﬁ'ﬁ"u’l:lfld’.................... i1

Of the 638 patients, 71 were known to
have had syphilis, and 1o to have had
tuberculosis. It is belicved there were
others with similar condirions which were
not recorded.  Pelvic pachology was com-
mon, though in most cases this was not
suspecred uncil it was revealed by the clinic
examination. Patients with conditions
such as endocerviciris, cystocele, recrocele,
and suspected cancer were referred 1o
family physicians or hospieal clinics for

correction.

TABLE 1l
Pre-Clink Perguancivs
Living Children. .. 1995
Dead Chlldren. ........coiivsvinnnces 170
Known Abordoes, 16y
Tatal Number of Pregaancies............ 1,488

Exzamination of the pre-clinic pregnancy
history affords a valuable means of deter-
mining ehe fertilicy of the group receiving
service as well as furnishing an index to
the need for chis service in the particular
group, Table IT shows an average pre-
clinic pregnancy rate of 3.8 and an aver-
age of 3.11 living children per family.
This would indicase that the service has
been furnished ar an opeimal time.

Oaly B7 of the total number of deliveries
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were paid for even in part, all the others
were free. It is obvious chae chis group of
patients was financially unable to obeain
obstetrical service from sources other than
free hospitals and fres clinics, and fugure
deliverics would have been expeceed to be
21 community expense.

From the data supplied on the selecrion
of cases, there is good evidence that the
case-finding methods employed reached che
people for whom chis service was ineended,

METHODS AND RESULTS

Two methods were peescribed at these
clinies: the diaphragm and jelly, and che
fosm-powder and sponge. The tendency
was 10 prescribe the foam-powder method
for the apparently less intelligent and for
patients having a relaxed pelvic foar or
presenting other conditions prejudicial ro
successful fieting, insertion, or retention of
the diaphragm in sin. Mo arempe is
made here to compare the acceprability or
results of the sponge and foam-powder
rechnique with that of the diaphragm and
jelly technique, as this question has been
considered elsewhere.®

TABLRE III
Amppancs of Matbad
v | 25,
Methad Used ﬂ_uudr and
Snccenfully. . i 154 il
Mcthod Mll-ud oo aan 40
Ouher Mechods Suhl.hvhll 1§ L

Of the total number of patients admirced
to the clinics, 351 received the diaphragm
and jelly, and 186 the sponge and foam
powder. The combined results on the
cases followed-up are given in rable 1L

* Boche, Gibest W., aed Overvon, John, M. Dut
‘The Contracepeive Service of the Deparement of
Healeh, Ciey of Hashville, J. 4. M. A, 1oy 104y~
rogg, March 18, 1pp.

Table IV analyses the reasons given for
the parients’ failure to continue the use of
the prescribed method. The
pregnancies listed in Table IV, which
amounted to 11 per cent of the total num-
ber of patients advised, have been the sub-
jece of careful field investigation by the
Norsing Service of the Nashwille Cicy
Health Department. Special techniques
were developed by the Supervising Nurse
in an efforc to determine whether the
failure was due to (1) failure of the method
per ae; (1) failere of the patient to use

TABLE IV
Dimedinnamy o Falarg
e wWUERTE or

Mot Ineereszed, or Husband Ob-

; L ey e B, ol TR g1
Lefy Ciry (Presumed Discontisa-
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propesly the technique prescribed; or (33
failure to use the method ar all during one
or more exposures.  In each case the con-
traceptive sapplics in the patient’s home
were checked by the nurse withour dis-
closure of her intent.  She casually asked
to see the tube of jelly or supply of foam-
powder on hand. The patient’s actitude
was carcfully observed. The patient's re-
spanss had been recorded in the clinic and
on sabsequent home visits.  From the daca
an the clinic records showing the materials
supplied and the informarion gachered in
the Beld, the nurses expressed their conclu-
sions as to the regular use of the technique
on cach patient’s record. Where failure
ocourred, there was some evidence in cach
instance that the patient had not been
using the mechod regulasly and consise-
ently. There is collateral evidence char
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the method has not been completely dis-
credired in the eyes of the women having
unplanned peegnancies, for 18 of chese pa-
tients have retarned after delivery for re-
ficting. |

I addicion to the unplanned pesgnan-
cies, there were 16 patients who were
found to be pregnanc at the time they
wvisited the clinic, two who planned their
pregnancies, and one patient who became

r after having received seerility
advice ae the clinic.

Cases which are considered o have dis-
continued the method because they lefit the
city have not been followed. They have
beenn put on inactive statius because they
could not be found by the Geld nurses, and
did not write for supplies. In this con-
nection, it is interesting to note that some
patients have remained active though out-
side the Cicy of Nashville by writing for
supplics and reporting their starus. We
hawe been disappointed to note the number
of paticats referred o clinics in other
cities who have written back complaining
of their insbility to secure supplies at a
reasonable rate or of other disillusioning
expesiences in thesz clinics, This illos-
trates a peed for a more sacisfactory
method of transfer from clinic to clinic.

Among the reasons offered by the pa-
tienrs classified as *'nos interested, or hus-
band objecred’ are a number of heliefs
which are integraed into ehe folklore of
this community. Parallel beliefs exist
wherever there are large concentrations of
an uneducared population. Among the
more prevalent belisfs were chat the
method would interfere with or malke
mariral relations unsatisgfacrory or that it
would cause cancer, tuberculosis and other
unpamed discases. A large percentage of
the patients alsa belonged 1o “'foot wash-
ing" seces, and the preacher and older

people somesimes told them ic is a sin to

HUMAN FERTILITY

[Vor. 7, No. 4

use any birth control measures,  An infane
dzath in the family furchermare, is often
sccounted for by ““wrath of God"” for using
contracepeives,

Some of the orher difficulties which re-
quire intensive cffort to overcome are the
crowded home conditions which prevent
the mother from using conraceptives.
Often an entire family plus relatives live in
one room.  Indigenr parents, furthermore,
know that a large number of children will
get them “'aid to dependent children™ and
relief from Family Welfare Agencies. In
addition, there has been some oppasition
encountered on the part of physicians who
find the practice of contraceprion a serious
inroad into their obscerrical work.

In view of thess conditions, it is remark-
able that 55 per cent of the total namber of
patients inseroceed used the method con-
sistently and properly. We feel char the
5,000 visits made by the field nerses in chis
program during the past two years were
responsible for this satisfactory responsc.
Only intensive and individualized instruc-
tion of thess women has made che program
possible,

In addition to the staristical data which
it has been possible o present, certain less
tangible bur yer importane resules have
beennoted.  When we consider thar where
the method has been faithifully used, preg-
pancies have not occuwrred; when we note
the changed attitude of the woman and
her hushand, and observe the change in the
surroundings of the home and its atmos-

within, we must conclude thar in
the individual family the health of the
macher and her children have been mater-
fally impeoved as a result of the woman's
being physically beeter able o look after
her home and to cars for her children.

As the benefies in each family are muloi-
plied, the assumption is reasonsble thae
there is improvement in the health and the
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living conditions of the communicy as's
result of these childspacing services,
| coMCLUSIONS

1. There are special health peoblents
which affect the Negro group in southern
urban communities. An ineclligene and
well-rounded contraceptive service offers
solution to some of these problems,

2. A two-year siudy of a contraceptive
program for Negroes as an integral pare of
a City Health Deparcment service has been
prescnted

3. The public health nurse has been
ted o be an effective case-finding
warker,

4. Selection of cases by the public health
aurse in the course of post-parcum visits
plus family investigarion of the volunteer
and referred case has resulted in reaching
those patients most in need of the secvice.

3. A number of difficuleies o
southern urban Negro program have been
discussed. It has been found possible o
instruce & group of women of low educa-
tional level in satisfacrory contracepeive
techniques.

6 Only 11 per cen failures were re-
corded, and field follow-up was made o+
determine che cavses.  Some evidence was
gathered in cach case painting to failure of
the patient to use the method consistently.

7. Adequate ficld nussing scrvice hba
sential to the success of an urban publi
health program of family planning.

8. While no definite figures have been
presented o demonstrate the extene of
community improvement, there is evidence
thar this program has resulted in benefits
to the individual family and o the whale
COMMERILY.
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 oear Wre, Laskers
sbich you seat for Christaas has been '
put in the hall shers everyoms caa
#es it. Thank you for sending it to
us aod for the pleasure it bas given
| at thls Guristass sesscn.
Bingerely yours,

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

Hra. art o, M’i.l‘
Hew Iﬂh’ H.X. ia
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Mrs, Albert Lasker
29 Bookman Flace
New Iork, Mew York.
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Mrs, Albert Lasker
Hew m’ N. Y.
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‘Mrs, Albert L. Losker
29 Beskman Place, NYC -



|
;ﬂ

M‘)’l v?’ .

EQ BEEHKMAN PLACE
HEW YORK CITY

May 22, 1943

Dear Mrse. #bcu;mltt

It was such & joy to see yom
yeaterday at the party,.

As T pald then, T need very
much to coneult you ebout several thinps that
I was sure you are interegted in. Could T have

a 1ittle time with you when you are in Wew York
week after next to pet your advice?

Warmest pood wishes to you.

Sincerely,
[ Lo, Pt Kavtion
Mary Woodard lesker 7

(Mrs. Albert D. tasker) . !
.'-tl._"'. ‘L[\

0y
i '
LB
. Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt i _:"'k.
The Fhite House Pt k
Washington, D. C. \q.'.',‘ Ht.-
: A \
|\ W ___1‘-
\ ‘Er "IJL ol \
3
o 'l."l'
)
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28 BEEKMAN PLACE IR
HEW YORK CITY

Dear Mre. Foosevelt:
I shall te delighted to
have lunch with you at one o'clock, June 3,
et your apartment, 29 Washington Square West.
Good wishes to you!
4 Eincerely yours,

lrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt R’{{
The White House
Fashington, D. C.
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| June 5, 1943

| u-l-hm-r-.u- Florenos Yard
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H Mra, |

-@-”h- , SR
is J. Hymes r. m

Bt e e

Nen Tork City ($500) Brocklyn, W.Y. ($100)

'IME!!! to Mrs. Roosevelt)




Offices of !
JOHN GOLDEN, Ise.

BAINT JaMEs THEATRE l
246 WesT 44vH BT,
New Yore City

’

June 1st, 1943

Miss Malvina C. Thompson
The White House
Washington, D. C. |

Dear Miss Thompson:

To save Mrs, Roosevelt's time, T am renlving
to hers of the 30th direct to you,

In a posteaorint she aska: "Will you ask some
one in vour office to send me the full names ani addresses
of all those who contributed so both the TIRSA and I ean
thank tham,

I think the ldea 1s wonderful, and asach one
of our good friends would treasure her sirnature forever,

The 1ist, then, 15 as follows:

Mrs, Albert D, Lasker
29 Beskmen Place
New York City (2500)

Mrs, ¥Wellis J, Hymes
29-61 218th St.
Bayside, N. Y. ($500)

irs, Elsle Hyde
11 W. Blat S5t.
New York City (500}

¥ra, Barrr Trardt
115 Centrol Perk West
MNaw York City (5500)

Mra., Wllliam F. Cerey
L50 E. 52nd St.

. Hew York City (§250)

¥r. T. H. Roulston
568 First St,
Brooklyn, H. Y. (§100)

John Colden's check for $650 made up the even
amount of $3,000 -- but he has oeen thanked more than he

deserves,

Affectionatelyr,

YD minx mms.  JOHMN OOLDEN THEATRE 1 373 WEST 47TH ATREET | HEW YORE QITTY Il

1 WisE POOLS %  THE FIRST TEAR &  DEAR ME & THAMEL %  SFITE CORNER |
&  WAGES FOR WIVES

FIGS & THE WISDOM TOOTH W TWO GIRLS WANTED

BE QAT %  SALT WATER & THAT'S GRATITUDE & A5 HUSBANDS GO W  AFTER TOMORROW

% DIVINE DRAUDGE &
COD & SETLARK % CLAUDIA W “THEATRE™, Eu

THE RMISHOP MISEEHAVES % A TOUCH OF BRIMSTOME




hugust. JP- 1943,

Dear Mrs. Lasker: | i
Thank you o much for your
letter and for letting me see the
articles froa Resder's Digest and the
ideriean lereury, IMWIH
sxcellents
Vary cordlally yours,

Mra, Albert D. Lasker
The Brosdmoor ;

Colorado.







rs. tlbert D, Lesker
Chrysler Bldg,
Nea York 17, W.v,
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LA v L‘ﬁ;er Miss 'I:hnnp:nn:
i . : V I ¢ 0 I an terribly distreessed at havifg to
W} ¢ iy : botHer you with a problem, and hope
) Lngriﬂr me. Mry. Lasker gent Mres. Robeevelt some
l'-“ : b ﬁ-'“h flowers last month,*and we have been holding up
Rk

payment of the bill becaues we are not sure thay
were racelved. They were delivered to the man at
the gate, the florist in Poughkeevsle tells us,
but beyond that they have no record. Would you be
kind enough to have somecne check and lat me know?

: Sincerely yours,

#dy-f HMarvesd

Hagzel Harveet

Secretary to Mre. Albert D, Lasker

Mies Malvina Thompeon
The White House
Washington, D.C.

*for her birthday

TELEPHOMNE LENINGTON Z-23@1
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Docember 14, 1943

Dear Hra, Lasker:

Thank you for your lettar =bout
Dr. 3trekkar snd for the article from
Fortune magasine, I would gladly =send
Dr, Strecker's name to the Secratary of
War, but I had word just befere receipt
of your letter that LisutenantgColonsl

Hennin has besn appointed as
E‘ﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬁnmn Division of the Aray
-nuu_ Corps.

Yery sincerely yours,

LE;W:)
Tysler Building
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Decembar 4, 1943

Dear Mre. Foosevelti

I happensd yestsrday to come across this article in Fortupe, "The
Peychiatric Toll of Warfare," and as a result of our discussion I
thought you might be interested, in case you hadn't already seen it.

In thinking of what you said mbout Doctor Strecker, I feel that 1t
ie perfectly possible for a Catholle pesychimtrist in private prac-
tice to mast without church influence, but when & Catholic bacomes
a public official the prassure from the hlerarchy is even more
severa on him than on & non=Catholie. I know, for instance, that
Burgaon Genaral Parran has been greatly influenced in hie state=
mants and plans by his fear of what the Catholic hierarchy would
say about his handling of the venareal disessss program and the
use of prophylaxie. He has failed to initlate any program in-
volving child spacing information, without which tha number of
congenital syphilitic children will not decrease (85,000 a year
ars born), in connection with any of the health programe he is
directly sponsoring. What ie being done is being done only on
the initiative of health offlcers in individual states themeelves.

If a Catholic psychiatriet were appointed to the Jjob as chisf of
the psychiatric division of the Army, the same reactionary religi-
oum forces would start to work on him, &g the intelligent large
scale teaching and uge of pesychiatry would seem tc interfere with
many of the tenste the Catholic Hierarchy teaches.

Conmequently, 1t ssems to me 1t would be a great public eervice
if you could urge Secretary Stimson to appoint & chief of the
peychiatric division of the Army Medical Corps who is not a mem-
ber of a minority religlous group, such as Doctor William
Menninger (now a Lt. Colomel in the Army Medical Corps), whoee
compatence as & paychiatrist and as an administrator is praised
by other leaders in the paychiatriet field, euch as Doctor George
Stevenson of the Naticnal Committee for Mental Hyglene and Doctor
Franz Alexander of the Institute for Paychoanalyeis, Chicago,

and many others,

I so enjoyed meeing you and hearing of your trip, which everyons
fuele 414 such good for the men in service in the Pacific Area.

All my mdmiration and good wishas,
8incearely,

Mrg., Franklin D, Boossvaelt
The White House
h'h’-mﬁ.-'l D0,

WYL :HEEH TELEPHONE LEAINGTON 2-8381

T ————— . T P

B



S8timson -

I received n letter the othér day from another persaon
telling me that a new head of the/psychiatry division
wae to be appoilnted but I eald I/knew nothing about him
and wee only forwarding the letyer for your informatlon.

' I am now eendin fyou a letter because bLra,
Lusker 18 very much intereated/ in all psychiatry question
and epoke to me about the nedfappolntment. I know
Dr. Btrecker in private practfice and have every reason
tn believe he ia 8 very good fperson. Agaln I have no
intereat whateeever in thie Appointment and sm eimply
forwarding these lettere foy your information.

| fals




Jenoary 10, 1944

Dear Mrs. Lasker;

Thank you for ding me the invitation
to the aseting of ‘Payehotherapy Counall, in
Ohicago this month. ' T regret that enga;ements
already made would not permit my going to Chieago
&t the time of the meeting, but I do appreciate
your letting me kmow about the meeting and sending
m= such & cordial invitation to attend,

Very mincerely yours,

Mrs. Albert Lasker '\
25 Beekman Place
NIC
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Dear Mra. Roosewvelt,

I am ssnding you the invitation to the mesting of
the Peychotharapy Councll, held under the auspices
of the Chioago Institube for Feyohoanalysia at the
Ambassador Hotel in Chicage on January 1L, 15, arnd
16. Laading pesychistrists from all over the country
ara golng to glve papers and discuss War Payohintry
the first day, Peyohosomatic Medicine the second day,
ard Group and Child Paychotherapy the third day.

An I am supporting this meeting of the Paychotharapy

| Courail, I am going to be thers for the mestings, and
1 was wondering i1 by any chance you might be inter-
ssted encugh to come to any or all of the sesslicns.
It will be attended largely by doctors and peychia=
trists, as they sssuse that net many lay people are
interested. [fowsver, I thought that, as I know you
are interssted in War Psyohiatry, espeoially, and
what can be done to help soldiars, this concontrated
ssries of papers and professional discussion might
interest you snmough to want to attend.

As you know, it would bBe the greatest plessurs to me
to ses you thare 1f it weare comvenlent for yeu, and
naturally, I would be glad to =make any arrangements
peceseary. Do lat ms know 1 it 1s at all possiblel

With warm good wlishes to you for 1904,

Yours,

/é:ef,.? vt ‘é—#—é‘bﬁl’,’

M¥rs., Franklin D. REoosavelt
Tha Whita House
Washingbon, D.C.
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JANUARY 14, 1944 —War Psychiatry

MORNING SESSION, G:00 A.M.
Chairman, Covoser Franxum G. Esavon, M.C., A US.

Some Special Aspects of Psychotherapy in the Anny Air Forces
Lievresant Covoser Jouw M., Murray, M.C., A US.

Impairment in Emotional Control Produced both by Lowering and

Raising the Oxygen Pressure in the Atmosphere with Observations

on Normal Young Men Exposed to an Altitude of 15000 Feet
Arvan L. Barach, M.D.

Use of Brief Psychotherapy in War Neuroses
Livtesast Cotoser Roy D. Groseer, M.C., A.ULS,

Discussion: Dasizr. Bramy, M.D.; Major Hewmy Brosmv, M.C.;
Saxpor Rapo, M.D.

SPECIAL LUNCHEON, 12:30 P.M.
THE RORSCHACH, AND RELATED TESTS, IN MILITARY PSYCHIATRY
Chairman, Samuzs J. Beck, Pr.D.
The Use of the Multiple Choice Test in the Military Services
MoLry Harrower-Emicrson, Pr.D.
Rorschach’s Test in Men Discharged from the Military Services
Sasmuee J. Beex, Pr.D.
Notes on the Recognition of the Psychologically Marginal Recruit
F. L. WeLts, Pa.D.
Discussion: Major Hexry Brosi, M.C.; Davip RararorT, Pu.D.

AFTERNOON SESSION, 2:30 P.M.
Chairman, Lizvresant Coroner Rov D. Gaeker, M.C.

The Cornell Selectee Index: A Method for Quick Testing of Selec-
tees for the Armed Forces
Brra Mrrresass, M.D.
Brief Psychotherapy in a Pre-flight Training Center of the Air Corps
Major Mitox Mures, M.C., A.US.

Psychiatric Ohservations in Two Station Hospitals
aof the Army Air Force
Capramw Caren Vas per Heme, M.C., AUS.

Dircussion: Lieuvvesant Evcene Farstem, MG, USN.ER;
Capram Martme Grotjany, M.C., AUS;
Lievressnt Covoner Leow Savn, M.C., U.S.N.R.

| - ———
JANUARY 15, 1944 — Therapeutic Aspects of Psychosomatic
Medicine
MORNING SESSION, Q:00 AM.
Chairman, Francs J. Gerty, M.D.

The Brief Psychotherapy Council and its Outlook

Franz Avexasper, M.D.

Enwarp Wems, M.D.
Diabetes

Georce E. Daniers, M.D.

Asthma
Tromas W, Frenca, M.D.

Diseussion: Ferx Devrscu, M.D.; Fraxg Fremost Surra, M.D.;
Erxest Zrister, M.D

AFTERNOON SESSION, 2:30 P.M.
Chairman, Epwaro Wess, M.D.
Rheumatic Disease with Special Reference to Psychosomatic Diag-
nosis and Treatment
Fraspoess Dunear, M.D.

Psychological Approach to Hypoglycaemic Fatigue
Franz Avzxanper, M.I.

Diseussion: Leosarn Brunaart, M.D.; O. Srurceos Exouss, M.D.;
Epwn GiLpea, M.D.; Soney Portis, M.D.

DINNER, POLO ROOM, AMBASSADOR HOTEL, 8:00 P.M.

Guest Speaker, Danier Bram, M.D.
5r. Surgeon (R), U.5. Public Health Serviee

--“
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JANUARY 16, 1944 —Poyehotherapy for Children
MORNING SESSION, 9:30 A.M,
mdimmm
Sado-masochism in a awmw
Hemorrhagica |

ml.-.m |

Briel mwhm

Eorris
| 4 Mh-mmmmmhﬂm
Children

i Masnian C. Prras, M.D,

Emergency Treatment of Severe Feeding Disturbances
Essry Syivestes, M.D,

Discusrion: Manoaner Gerann, M.D,; Aperame Jomssen, M.D.;
Groroe J. Monn, M.D; ﬁmuvumm M.D.
BUFFET LUNCHEON AT THE INSTITUTE FOR PSYCHOAMALYSIS
45 EAST OHIO STREET, 1:00 P.M,

Group Pochotherapy :
AFTERNOON SESSION, 2:90 P.M,
Chatrman, Novay C. Lewis, MDD,

Problems in Clinical Group Work with Children
Frrrz Reoe, Pa.D.
hdmummmmgﬂmlndm
Kunt Lewas, Pr.D,
A Case of Paranoia Treated Through Psychodrama
Juoon L. Morena, M.ID.
Dircussion: Tueomas W, Frescn, M.D.; Annanam Low, M.D,;
Heves Ross; ﬁmmﬁm lu[.l} Lous Wespes, H.D.

O acoount of Food Ratiswing i i necarsary fo hase
all repersations for hescheon and dinne in sdvancs.

=
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Mey 3, 1944

Desr lrs. Lasker;:

I do not know whether you bove already
been arked to give again to thelinited: States
Student Assembly. You will rems ef enmling to
Ur"ToTHNTS Dacty last year and T think 1
¥ou would be willing to.ses ene of the young
people, she eculd giwe Jou an acocunt of the
wark which would make you fael 1t was worth
whila,

1f you do fesl that, 7 hepe you will
glve this year as you did last year,

Vary sincersly, 0

Mrs, Alb sker {
)"EE-HEEEMH Place HYC




May 15, 1944

[ear Wra. Lasker:

You & very genervuys &nd kind to renew
your eontribution to Unit ed States Student
g_;?ll- 1 do feel are "

a

work and hopa you will have time scme
day to talk to one or two of the youny people
actually deing the work, so you will feel
cenvinced that youw money is wisely umed,

Uany, many thanks. I know you will
hear from the youny psople of their gratitude.

I hope I shall ses you bafore lon..
Sinceraly,

Mras, Albert Lasker
29 Beekman Plece
NYC

gV




g b tiay 10, 194

Dear Mrs. lioosavelt,

No one had asked me to zive
te the United States Student Assambly,
and I am delighted to send You the en-
closed checkl I am so happy to plive to
anything you think is worth while and
are interssted in, as I fesl you do so
much constructive work both for this

organization and for human baings every-

whare.
It was such a pleasure to ses

¥ou in Washington with Doctor Grinkeri

Sincerely,

W%&




) Hay 26, 1944
ﬁauf Fra. Lnskeri

L.l =Yiry, Hoosevelt will bs very hepcy
to have you and Mrg, Hose come to her
apartnent, 29 W.ehington Sguure, Woet,

on Hondoy, the 2tith, &t 10 u.u.

Very zinceroly yours,

Beurnturr

X?h'/ 7{;,,%( 7L /!_,r;

i
“'"\.-._...,...nn--""-". i
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TWENTY-MINE BEEKMAMN PLACE

May 23, 19LL

Dear Mrs. hoosavelt,
Mr. Kenneth kose, National

Dirsctor of the Planned Parenthood
Federation and I are vary anxious to
get your advice about something we
think is important in connection with
the Hed Cross. Is there any chance of
seeing you ths next time you are in
Hew York, or sometims soon?

With warm pood wishes,

Yours,

o
x
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May 30, 1944

Dear: Nrs- Laskesr:
= Many thanks for the beautiful flowers whish

you sent me. I appreciatas your thought of me wlways.

Sincerely

Mrs. Albert Lasker g
29 Beekman Place
NiC
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June 2, 1944

Dear ¥r. Lasker:

I wonder if you and Mrs. Lasker
would be willing to ecme to tea with Judge
Delansy, Mr. Paul Fobeson, irs. Pratt and
ayself, ut my apartasnt, 29 Washington Square
West, at 4:50 p.m. on Honday, June 12,

No one else will be there, but T
want very much to tell you and Mra. Lasker and
Mr. Robeson aivout Wiltwyeck School It does a !
remarkable job,under great difficulties, for
young colored boys who would otherwise have to
be sent by the courts to refors schools like
Warwigck, where undoubtedly they wculd learn
more that is harmful than good.

We need very badly to put this school ca |
a bettar foundetion. T think you once told me that .-
you were particularly interested in helping the
colorad pecple, and I am sure that helping young
people of any group is one of the most construotive
ways of doing thise,

If you and Urs. Lasker are sufficlently
interested by what we are able to tell you,
perhaps later in June you would care to come to
Hyde Park for the night and let me take you over
to the school and actually show you some or the
children and tha schotl in operation,

Hoping very much that you will be
free to come,

Very cordially yours,
Mr¥. Albert Lasker
29 Beelkman Place NYC




June 15, 1944

Dear Mrs. Laskesr:

I hope you and Mr. Lasker w!ll
bs free and care to come to HAyde Fark on
July Bth for the night.

Thera is a good trmin at 5;20 a.m.
from OGrand Central Station to Poughkeephie.
I will meat you &t the train and t ake you to
Wiltwyck, which is just seross the river, “a
will be back in Hyde Park in time for lunch,

Locking forward te seelng you,
Im

Sinocersly,

Mrs. Albert Lasker
29 Beekman Place
NYC
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TWENTY-MINE BEEKMAN PLACE

Dear Mrs. Hoomewelt,

Albert and I will be delipghted
to come to liyde Park on July 6, and will
loave on the train from ﬁrmﬂ Contral for
Foughkeepsie at 9:20 A.M.

We lock forward so much to see-

ing the Sohool and spending the time with

youl
With warm good wishes,

P.5. Many thanks for the copy of the
letter you sent me from Mr. Horman
Davis' seocretary. We have not heard
from them as yst.

&
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July 13, 1944

Dear Mya. Lasker:

I went to thank you and He,
lingker for »vour oheck for 36,000
for the Wiltwyck Bghool. I have
glven 1t to Mrea. Pratt and ve are
#11 derply gratefil to you.

It wap a Yoy to have you
bot'. here and it wea a pleapent day
for nll of us.

With deige- eppreclation of
your kindness nnd penezrosity, I sm

fx
Affectlonstely

Mpa. Albert Lasker
29 Bpekmsn Flgce NYC
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‘(" Pﬁwzuw«mz BEEKMAN PLACE

July 10, 194l

Daar Mrs. Roosevelt,

What & lovely time we had with
youl Ve enjnysd it wvery muchl Albert
joins me in many, many thanksl

I am snclosing a contribution tn
the Wiltwyek Sochnols $5,000 to be used for
the building fund and %1,000 for the mainte-
nance fund, as that is what we apreed might
ba tha bast way of distributing 1t. We
think it has wonderful possibilities, and
are so anxious to ses thom ralli:udl.

Fest wlshes to you always,

Affectionataly,




Hyde Park, New York
July 23, 1044

Pear Mps. Laskeri

I rind that I am not going to epend
the night of the 3lst in town and therefore
will not be able to have dinner with you.
will you be patient with me and let me come
the first time I am free?

I oean not tell you how much I enjoyed
having you and Mp. Lasker here. I think of
your visit with pleasure.

Yery ocordlally yours,




TWENTY-HINE BEEKMAN b{u.m:: /;J 0
» Aty

e
July 268, 194

Dear Mrs. Roosewvelkt,

Many thanks for your note about the Jlatl
e do hops you will let us know the next
tims you are golng to be in town and frae
to dine, as it would be sush a joy to sso
youl Aubrey Wiilliams is dining with us the
night of the Jrd of August, just ln case
there la any ohance you would be in town
then. Naturally, any time you can come is
fine with uas.

and magazine subsoriptions which Dootor
Cooper would like for Wiltwyek School, but
| have not heard from him yet.

|
‘ I have besn wniting for a list of tho books
|

i I was 80 happy to hoar from [rude Pratt that
| the worst houses aro already being rebuiltl

‘ I ses by your column that you have made soms
long trips sinee cur wisit, but hope you are

going to have some more pemceful Sims at

Hyde Park soon.

tarm pood wishes to you always,

7

Yours,
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Ootober 11, 1944

Dear Urs. Lasker;

The very basutiful orchids and the
wishes of you and ¥r. Lasker wormed my heart and
pdded beauty and dheer to my birthday,

Tou are both always so kind and T am
acst appreaciative,

Sincersly yours,

Urs, Albert Lasker
23 Benkman Plooe
L

Q




Ootober 11, 1944

lear Ure. Lasker:

I felt I could not serve en the
Baticnal cnm!.ttn fer Ilun'.:ll. glena and
T wrcta ti’l‘lr. na for

certain, So T did not want to make eny
further coaaitments.

th wyery good wisn, 1 Ba
Sinceraly yours, ]

. |

{ Mra, flbert Tasker
hefsler Bldg, wvo
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Srevesson, medical director of the
Natlonal Commilttes for Mental Hy-
gleng, declured that there Is Hitle
basls for the sssumption thst the
number of neurcpaychintric disabili-
ties In the war Indicates Lhat this
country’s menial health Is on the
downgrade, Ha argued, however,
that these disabilities have demos-
strated a geed for more paychin-
trists wnd for more adequate facill-
ties for bringlag their services ta
war velerans and elvilinns,

Treating the matter In great de-
Lail, Dr. STevEssod made more than

suggeations. He noted, for inatance,
that often In the Army, psycho-
pathie mymploms were known to
chaplains, company cfficers, mili-
tary police, tecknlenl frstrustors
end the soldier's intlmstes befors
they reached the medical stage, that
prompt  mctlon  prevented many
breakdewns, He sald the returning
velerans would mesd first ald In
mentsl hyglese from clergymen,
lnwyers, socinl workers, doctars and
public bealth nurses In civilinn life,

He recommended the locating of
paychlatrie centers close to thoss
for medical research to whish they
ehould be linked; the establishment
of cut-patient clinics by Federn] aid
I necessary, In the ratlo of &t least
one paychiatrist to each 100,000 of
populstion to serve both civillans
and velerana; the tralning of st
Beast 12,000 payehiniric soctal work-
wra and 10,000 paychintrists, aa well
un changes in medical educntlon to
enbance the peychlatrie capacity of
all physiclans; and, especlally, wider
public education which will biring
Eeneral recognition ef the fast that
bendlng under ane sel of strains
does not preclude ability to stand
erect acder another,

& Boore of interesiing and useful |
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MARY WOODARD LASKER e

CHRYSLER BUILDING W ) | [ ot
MEW YORK 17, N.Y. - __:1:_.,_____._,_‘1 2

October 6, 1944

_{f Bl 1[‘-,_'I ' f

[ ','"II ! T ,.-}"

| Ay (1"

Dear Urs. RooBevelt: N ‘ﬂr -E'F xi ({ ¢

L

Dr. Stevenson, the Director of the Natlonal
Committee for Mental Fygiene, has told me that the Com- L.."
mittes is very anxious that you be the one to present an't Y
award Albert and I are giving to the National Committee
for whoever is selected as having made the greatest con- [
tribution to war psychiatry during the last seversl :ra.u'u.\

We are glving this award in the hope that 1%
will interest the public in mental problems of Boldiers
and sailors and, also, in the hope that it will bring the
recognition to those who try, with far too little help,
to bring aid to the hundreds of thousands of men who have
either mild or serious emotional disturbances as a result

of the war.

We should be so happy if you would feel able
to add the inspiration of your presence in making the
presentation at the Annual luncheon of the Wational Com-
mittee for Mental Hyglene en Nevember 9th.

Warm good wishes to you,

Youre,

Maw Werdacd laakin
ir"'

Mre. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D.C.

P.S. You may be interested in the attached elipping.

TELEPHOME LEXINOTON 2-0381

T ——————
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Junuary €0, 1845

Dear Mre, l'..lﬁ'ﬂu P‘ R

e

re. Roosevelt /ur lsttar of January HI
appraois Hoss's offer to oome for her

another the morning of the

mh‘m

and 'iu

4o direst from thers to the Waldorf,

Mre, Rocasvelt will be thinking out how she |
oan follow your suggestions in her spesech, |

Very sincerely yours,

Seoretary to
Mre, Roooevelt
' 4]
-
o LI L ] i
-lu.u“\_.“_ iu E.u.-u___ Y ‘)!d TSI ‘-’5%?_...{:'_




F MARY WOODARD LASKER \
\'. CHAYSLER BUILDING
HEW YORK IT H.T.

{ Junuary 13, 1945

Doar Mre. hoosevelt,
l_l.r.. hose, I bellave, has written you that I would be _
vary happy to coma hmltn your npu'l‘h-ut about 11445 on Tuesday, IJ.F 1 i - t‘«-l'r'

January 23, and taks you up to the luncheon meeting at the Iji' ? j‘k {
I o i " Nl

taldort. {1. Tk
) ; " J F -
I understand from Mr. Rose that the suggestions on the
nonds of the Amerfican Family, submitted by the woluntary and \', +
Fadaral agenoles, reprosent very intelligent thinking and a ||* 8
kY- 1f
1

agencies hawve not mentloned the valus of Flanned Parsntheod, and ,I T
P
I am hoping that you may feel able to indicate Lits lmportance in Ly

\lt.-l"

desira, at least, for cooparative aotion. Naturally, most of the i & |
your romaris, o Z

In n sente, one of the most sipnificant statements made
wns by Mr. Louls Dublin in a recent spesch hors in New York under
the sponsorship of the New York Academy of Medicine. I guote it
ao something you might possibly wamt to includs in your remarics.

".esTha parfection of the methods of sontrmception and their
spraad over the whole olvilirzed world, are of the sama
order of importance as the extracrdinary adwances in
gaving human life. Topgethar, thess two changes consti-
tute the most signiflicant evemts of the last century...
Tha contrel of the birth rate and of the death rate,
fglve man the power to determine not only the sige, but
the sharacter of the naticn."

I look forward te seelng you. With warm good wishas,

ks mm. Eoosavelt /!(‘LL‘I {Mh_‘h‘-
Tashingto m"n, DaCs AN

Yours,

TELEFHOME LENINGTOMN 2-038 i
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" Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Inc. |

Farmerly Birth Control ‘I:Hnuﬂu of Mldﬂ.ll.u.

mm@uaﬁ;mm:z. Y., Wikenham 2-8600
i

Jenuary 16, 1945

Mre. Franklin D, Hoomevelt
The White House i
Washington, U. C. .

Denr Mra. Hoosevelt:

Because we nrs keoving the disests from Federsl |
gnd voluntary agencies, lrs. Gruenbery hne esked -
me to forenrd this msterial to you.

|
¥ith the tightness of the nrogram of hnvine you, {
Dr. Woodwsrd and Mr. kcCloskey on the eir, timing |
for your remarks will be from 1:00 to 1:10 rnd i
you would then turn the meeting over to Dr. Voodward, -5

I

¥e are enclosing some notes about Lr, Voodwerd

which are m supgestion froa which you mey wish

to build your intruductory remnrks shout him.
Eincersly yours,

' D. Eenneth Rose

DER:r
Enecs.




B January 16, 1945 |
. |
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. on the problems affecting the Future of the Americsn Family, I am
glad to turn the Meeting over to one who has studled this wiole
problen from the psychological point of view, particulurly in

t the fleld of psychiatry and mental heulth - : '

Dr. Luther E. Woodward of the Departaent of Rehabilitution of

the Hatlonsl Committes For Mental Hygiens.




I.

PLANNED PARBNTHOOD FEDEHATION OF /MERICA, INC,
801 Mudison Avenus

Hew York 22, Hew York

Replies to Guestionamire Submitted to Agsncies
Lislative %o Luncheon on "The Future of the Americsn Fugily®

What important needs of the family have besn well met during this wer
period] 3

A Seourity

Full employment in wartime hus reduced to low minisum the
egonomio hugards to the family in most areas. Milliuns of fusdlies
for the first tlme have been able to eatsblish = becikloy of suvings
which tends to reduce the feur of future insscurity.

The soolal sscurity system has quietly operited during wartime
to ussist the relatively few families subjected to involuntary
unsaployment. At the ssme time the cure of the aged, blind, und homeless
(including the care and placement of foster children) have besn better
provided for thsn wut any time previously through grants in sid and
other banafits.

B. Health

In gontrast to the last war, thers have besn no mujor epideamics
und generalhsalth standards have st leust besn maintsined des.ite
agute shortuge of physiclans, nurses and hospital fucilities in many
areas, Oenerwlly mortality rates have been held to jre—war levels,

The EMI0 has enabled thousands of servics wives to have Dnbiea
sufely and at least possible cest - contributimg thersby to the lowest
maternal und infant deuth rates on record. Des,.ite & high incidence of
venarsal dimsass, the threat of a much worss health toll From thls source
has besn offsst by vastly improved methods of trestment, and an improved
though still not completely realistic attituds towsrd educntion und curs
un the part of both military nnd civilian health ugencies.

Therse has been noteworthy progress in industrial Le.lth progrums.

C. Child Care

The adequste provision of day cure in some aress has enabled working
wives to carry on in their jobs and hus sufely guerded the nseds of the
ochildren for adeyuste supervision in a healthful and o mpuniopable environ-
mant,




Morals

Family mornls has been bolstered through the gense of a united .
people working and fighting in a single cunse,

Tue vorale in the many homes broken or shattersd by the departure
of mals members for ssrvice in the wrmed forces, has been helped by the
afforts of many agenclss, governmsnt ~nd private to meintain and expsdlta
the contaot betwssn those at hone and thode away in cunps or overdeds.

An importeant sorallary of the total effort to provide for both the
nesds of men in the service and their fuszilies wut home, has been the
training of bundreds of thousands of voluntesr workers who ore serving
ag workera in olvlliun defense wnd rationing, a4 nurees wides, 0.8.0.
voluntesrs, eto, Jhege wopiers regrecent » pew potentlel fur the im rove-

WLl s

I1. Which are not now being adequately met]

As

C.

Housing

Our housing pleture is westly lnedequute. hartime b using efforte
are mostly temporery expsdients to meet un imoedlate nesd in teoporarily
aongested areas. Some of tis housing Lls cunvertible to ;peagetlne nesds
but most of it is unsuitabla for the long-range family nesds. Post-wer
bousding needs should be planned with thought wo to what LIs necesssary for
the individual family to Llve most desirsbly 'rom the stundpolat of
spourity, health, environnent snd gener.l aselal jocd = including ne-
aommodations for the number of c¢hilicen they dealre,

Reorsation

Knrtime juvenile delin uency hss reveulsd the inade;u:cy of reorsa-
tional froilities in many of our urban end rursl communities. Hears.tion
must be provided commu:ity-vwise, so es to pwet the neads or wholesome
soolsl intercourse among citimens of wll sges, Pirtloularly from the
standpoint of y uth, recresation sust represent more what its participants
desire and need, rather than what oldeters think they should have, All
avallable community fucilities must be used, und new fucilities ostahlished
whare present servioes are inadequate.

Health

Exaept to members of cur armed forces, tliere has beon no apprecluble
broadening of the base of our health servioes - and sillions of our
families are still without the oost elementary forma of lieslth fagllities,

is evident when s special puass of health care is oxamined, such
as matearnal health, With the ald of better (though not increased) mediowl
treatasnt, partioularly ths advent of the sulfa drugs, maternal deaths
bave continued to dealine in the war pericd. On the other band; the rumber
of matsrnal desaths still represenis & largely unneosssary loss wnd proctle-




ally no progress has been made in reducing the high total of humen wistage
repressnted in stillbirths and baby deatha within & mnth of 1ife,

The draft rejestions (4 million of 15 million sxuuined) sliow an
appalling gap in our present health onre und what 18 nesded to produce
i the maximum of physical fitnsss. Obviously our services fur good dental
gare are far below what is urgently required. fie have evidanoes of
great need for extension of not unly genernl medioal aare, but als., such
specinlised plsnes as peyochiatry, venereal dissass control, physlioal
thernpy, ato.

D, B ] 5

Few adequite services sxist st present to which narried couples can
go for frisndly and solentific counsel in probleas of marriage and family
relationships. Such sarvices ns do exist are within uccess only of the
relatively well-to—do. Some welfars services exist for the indige:t but
they tend to attruot ooly thode cases maried by an abnormal degres of sal-
adjustasnt, Thers ure almost no services for th.de of moderate means,

Juvenils delinguensy reflects the fre usnt inade.uxoy of the home,
school and ohureh, sither topether or simgly to guide and infore young
psople in matters of sex. The wartlme rise in abortion and the estimate
that one in swery 12 births is illegitimate, indioete further the nesd
for realistic sex attitudes and the spplioation of educstional methods
found effective in relation to othsr problems.

II1. Fhat additionsl needs do you foresss after the defeat of Germany?

A. Sserviss for Vetgruns

The first step in the rehabdlitation of the return will be uls re-
ad justment to pescetime family living.

Community services must be prepured for a task of "mnas tharapy® in
helping vetersns make the adjustzent from military to pascetime famlly
lifs. This period will probably mars the first masa sxodus of men from
the armed services and will be s testing pericd in prepurwtion for still
larger tasks at the end of the war.

Thers must be recognition that tiue many hasty war marriages, coupled
with long separstion, will muke for serious fumily malad just-ents when our
men return, Communities must be ready to provide such ussistance as will
garve to ciunter a mass of divoroes and broken homea, such as rollowed the
last war,

B. Nar Workers

Just as vaterans will need practicul assistance and guldance, 3o will
thers be a need for ald for thcusands of workers who will begin the returm
to pssostime living. From an soconomie polint of view, high living ocosts have
prevented the amassing of large savinge on the part of workers in war centers,
despite higher wages, and they will need aid in warious forms in the shift
from ons jobs to another and the resstablishment of liomes.




Help and guldange will be particularly important for many women
industrisl workera who plan to retire to home life when their sen return {roa
wur service, For them homemaking aund rearing of & femily will constitute a
new or revised art, Among thea the desire for intereats beyond the home may
be strong and important to satisfy. Many others will need to continue work
to help support families until such time =s veteran husbands are able to
assume full responsildlity.

C. A Mew Emphasis on the Yanily and Demcorstio Living.

The releass of some of our energles from total wur, Bucgests the time
for ahifting some of our resourdes toward resalisation of some of the asplra-
tions and plans orystallised during the war period for a better and stronger
Amarien.

8inge the fumlly 1s tue unit of the nation, and the determinent of its
strength, o.heslon and virility, it would be important that efforts be put
forth in thie pericd to dissolve those fuotors wiloh have hnd w diaintegrating
influence on the famlly in the war period and prior to it. It would also
sesm important that we move in this period toward formuletion of uvwerall
population polley, so that whutever health nnd welfsre progranzd ara carrisd
forth after tue war, will ba huped ou the concept that svery messure must
contributs to the sbility of the single fumily to iive healthfully, independ-
antly and demooratically.

A populntion palicy in « democratic poolety would not sesk & mere
stimulution of the birth rate es in Coreany and other fusclstic countries.
Its alm, was conceived by Sweden Tor sxasple, would be the strangthening of
ths fucily unit, by the provision of health and welfare measures to that
and, It would not provide cwsh bonuses for bables. But it would endeuvor
to wesist parante to nchiesve thelr aspiretions ms to femily size, hesth and
stabllity by facilities at thedr disposal - pood maternsl hewlth care at low
cost for all = inoluding contraoeptive mdvice, housing mde uste to the family's
neads, nutritionnl prograns, school and the like., At present, sach gentral
motivetion is largely lacking from planning in thig country, with the result
that hesalth and walfare serviocss, official and .rivute, prevent u haphaszard
supplying of family nesds - with large gaps in I-Inlru

While many factors huve contributed to the muking of the family unit in
past decades, we have duno progresaivaly less for sach peneration in mading
it aware of tha scolal izportunce of the fuwlly and prepuration for its
respanibilities. New afforts, divided betwesn the home, sghool and chmrah
ars nesded to restore this smphasis and alsc to break down the barriers that
separnate the family from full partieipation in the life of the community.
These inolude religion and race prejudices and loss of a sends of participa-
tion in oommunity and governmental affulira,

I¥, What new methods and procddurss do you belisve nesd to be developed in order to
serve the family fully after the wurf

A, Enmphasis on preventative health care wa agsinst merely curative medicine
a8 in the past,

B. OComplets coveruge of public heulth serviges to reach sll arsas -
to inslude general medicul care, minimum nutritional programs, snd
adequate dental care.
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E, Esphasis in total sducaticonal efforts on family valuss and
responsibilities and on edusation for personal living (ses III C.)

F. Adoption of an Asmerican populution policy designed, #s in
Hweden to plow baok into “our most lmportant erup” — our ghildren —
our sxoess paysical resouroes in the form of decsnt homes, sshool
lunches, and milk, and medical cure (mes III 0.)

V. Wnat agenoles - Federal or voluntary - do you belisve nesd to be developed
in orderto serve the faally fully after ths war?

A, Expansion of pressnt voluntary heslth, welfare und sducstional
sarvices to mest as far am possible the above nesds.

B, Establishment of Cabinet posta for health and sducation so
as to develop consistent and -comprehsnsive progress Ln those
fislds,

Cs An overall clanning body of reprossntatives fros offiolal and
voluntary aganoies to parmit & degres of coordination in thedr
sarviges, To be effectiwe, representation from the agenoles
sust guneist of both professional wnd jublic leadership.

D: Feormation of a naticnal overall sgency dongerned with maternity
and child care probless.

¥1. What do you ses as the role of Federal and state rovarnments in helping
to meet family health end welfare naedas?

It abould be ths responaibility of Federal snd Stats governasnts to
eunstantly snalyss and be awars of Lealth and welfure nesds of the family,
Becauss toere nas been a tendenoy on thus part of the publio to consider
Taxations for suech pursoses as & form of jublis charity, Federal and
State govarnments have an obligution to essphasise to tax-payera that the
taxes nedsmsary to carry on und expand sush efforts ure an inventuent in
peaople of far greatar importsnas than uplnditurn for roads, btridess or
other publis works.

Beouuse of the natursl limitstions inherent in any jovernmental
program, the voluntary agenoles must sontinue to have lmportant res—
punﬂui.luu in filling the still unmet neada, Private agencies will
continue to have the most important part In pdoneering edusction, the
demonstration of new services; sstablishasnt of standurds, snd the
mobdlising of qublio opinion bahind Lea&lth mnd welfure legi:lation.

Vi, What do you suggest in the direstion of siurdinated actiom on the part of
voluntary agencies and on the part of voluntary ageroles with Federal agenciss?

The suggestion of an overall planning body (ses VI 0.) is offersd
with the idsa of redusing ths duplicution of effort and of providing
for nesds ;therwise unserved. There is no nead for the setting of
additionsl agenoies but thers is great nesd for planning which w
permit the sxtension, cocordinsation and maximum use of present feoilities.




-

| One major weakness in relution to many of the walfure ngsncies whigh
serve the family in one capuoity or mnother, ls tielr inabllity to trest
the family as a unit, The frejuent effedt of toese mul e and sporadic
forms of family service, is to divide and confuse the rather thsn to
unite and strengthen it., The saze is true in relstion to agencles serving

family health,

Comprshenaive program planning by ngenoies with common interests to

permit the vont effective uss of time, monay and
indicated.

personnal is alsarly
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Answeras to gquestions submdtted by Wrs. Sidonle Oruvenberg, Chalrman
of the Oryanisation Committes of agencies participating in the
conferanca on "The Future of ths American Family® in iew York City,
on January 23, 1945.

1. What isportant oseds of the family bave besn wall met during the war
pariod?

b.

d.

¢

Hghar incomss have enabled many thousands of families to ralss the
physical standards of famlly living in many desirable ways.

The need for clossr cooperation betwesn faniliss with common nesds
in naighborhoods and comsunitiss tas besn partially met by such
wartios msasures as (CU, block organisaticns, consuser panels, and
community mestings of diffarent kinds to promots thes war effort.

The nesd for equalising opportunities for families to buy such
nacessitles as food, housing, and transportation has bsan mst to
a fair degres by such measurss as price conlrol and rationing.

The nsed for family membera to koow more about tha social and
sconomic struoture of cur culture has besn partially met through
sducational programs in the community offered by the schools and
alsc by many other sducatiovnal ugencies and orgenizatioos.

The need for sseing more clsarly and fesling more desply the
inter-relatedness of familiss over the world has been promoted by
our comuon danger as well as by the wartime developmsnts which
have emphasized this interdspendence and made ths world sesz much
smmllar,

In spits of shortages of dootors and nurses and soms sew health
basards in cosmunities, the health needs of families have probably
bssn batter met during the war pariod than befors. Usapures like

tiw satiopal nutrition program; the school lunch progrem; extended
school services and other child care prograss; industrial fesding;
snd the new saphasis on health educaticn, have already had noticeabls

affectas.

The nsed of families for akills in food preparation, food preserva-
tion, clothing care and conservation, repair of home and farm
squipsant, and care of children, bave bean partly met by schools
taaching thess skills to youth and adults, and serving es centars
for consultation and coopsrative activities by comaunity mamberas.

——————



2, Family oeeds whish sre not now belng adequately met.

d.

3. Teat

b

Ce

Kany issrican familiss bave net becefited by inoreased incoms
during the war. In most cfses where income has remainad at
preo—mr lavels, the purchasing power of familiss is actually
desreassd becauss of inorsasss in living costs. This weans that
mmy faxiliss bave besn or will be foreed to lower their
standards of living. It should be remsabered in this connection
that a large propertion of familiss in this country have in the
past lived and are still living below a decent subsistence level.

Opportanities for sducation are still extremely mqﬂl from
Stats to State and in different parts of many of the sams states.

The nseds for recognition and socisl status and security of many
familiss belonging to minority groups are complstely ignored in
some communl ties.

Tha n-d for widse—apread comprehansive prograss of education for
family living is being met in only a very limited way, especially
88 1t pertains to the meeting of emotional problems caussd by the
war.

Comparatively littls das yet besn done to mset the nead for special
sdusational programs snd other public measures which would help
young who bave marTisd during ths war, to sstablish homes
for the first tims, or to re-establiash them,

will nesd a great deal of halp in guiding thess young peopls and
assiating them to find ways of channeling their creative snergy.

There are soms refsons for thinking thet thers will be uwnsmpley-
ment for many, for wvarying lengths of tims, after the war, In
this case, familiss will need a good deal of help in readjusting
gots to whatever situstion develops. ill
familiss will need help in determining how rapidly, and for what
and services, monsy should be spant in ordar to kesp prices

nd the sarket from being flooded with
bla goods.

king outsaide tha home during the war

ther or not to sontinue. Many of these
sesing the issuse and factors which should

bs considered in making such ons.
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d. Tha family adjustments of retuming sorvice men and women will be
very difficult in many céses, For & good many years after tha
war s afficilally over, families will nesd halp in understarding
aud dealing sith the emotional as well as ths physical mhl.-l
lnvolved in these readjusimenta,

#. bBecauss, following the war, there will be increasing inter-
dependence batwesn families and communities, belwserbommunities,
States, and nations, fasilies will need more help in learving how
to svalmmte and make constructive use of new opportonities for
cooperation and coordinstlon.

f. Bacause of the great nesd for replacements in housing and home
eyuipsent after the war, famllies will hawe many cholces to maka,
They will nasd education which empmweises hov to make thess in
waya that bring satisfaction and well-being to the family.

4. Fat new mathods and procsdures do you belleve need to be developsd to
sarve the fazlly fully aftar the war?

8. The best singls step from the standpoini of the uifice of Ldueatlon
would be & greater weksure of egualizution of sducational opportunity
for all pecple so that there may be sxcellent schools to serve
children, youth, -and adults in all parts of the country.

b. Therea naeds to ba & much greater developssnt of adult edusation
through the schools and through other educaticnal agencles and
forcea. The schools should becose much more the center of com-
munity 1ifs, used by feally mesbars of varlous sges for all kinds
of pdudational, reoreatlonal, and health neads. iuch grester uss
will psed to ba made of the informal educational agencies and
foroes &t work in cur comtry. 4Hew nethods a: procedures for
public education ln communitles will need to be developed immediately.

€. 1o order to make all sducation more effective, Llme and money
should immediataly be investsd in the developmsnt of appropriats
new matarials for improwing and vitalising education on sll levels
and in all areas.

d, Hew waya of relating home sxperisnces and school sducation should
be developsd. Home—sobool collaboration must beacoms a vivid reality
at all achool lavels.

4. Hany naw wmays of utilising informsl learning expariences should be
developed. Littls is yet known, for exaapls, about how to set up
and staff different kinds of family consultation cantars.



5. What agsnciss — Federal or voluntary — axisting ar mot in existance,
do you fesl should provids thess mew methods and proceduraes?

New agencles are not needed tut there should be more coopers-

. tion betwesn voluntary workers wnd established aguicies, and between
arginizsations in the interest of better family living. Cooparaticn
among agencles giving educational and other kinds of service to faziliss
is hn imperative need. 7his cooperation must be worked out oo
Federal and .tate, as well sz community, levsla., Considsration should
be glven to ways to strengthen schools, hosplitals, clinios, public
health services, recrsatioosl activities, and otheras, through coopers-
tion between professicaal and lay workers.

6. dmt do You se¢ as the role of “wdorsl and State juvernmonts in halping
to mest family hemlth and welfars reeds?

The Federal ard State povernments have a responeitility for seeing
that family health and welfare needs arv met. Thia responsibility
should be that of stimulating communities snd groups to meet their omn
nseds through cocoperative planning and individual initiative as far
as that 1s possible. ihere thwse needs cannot be met adeguataly in
this way, State and Federal governzents must duvalop plans which will
insure to all adequate health care and soma measurs of aconomic
sscurity. This will probably require Federal flnancial assistance,

There assms to be an increasing fesling that the Federsl govern-
mant lme certain additiocnsl responsibilities for (1) making mmd keeping
up to date atudiss which will show continuously what is happaning to
families the country over, (2) proposing messures for dealing with
family problsms which zre nsticnal in scops or in their lmplicatioas,
(3) balping States to find way» of equalising opporturities for
familiss in the various States, and (4) giving advisory and consulta-
tive help to state governments working on sState progrums for better
fardly living.

7. 2hat do you suggest in the directiun of coordinated setisn on the part
of voluntary sgencies and on the part of voluntary spencies with
Fedural agenclaa?

This ia too cosmplicated & yusation to be answured without s great
desl of study.

The woluntary and rederal sguncies would probably be able to work
mote closely together 1if there could be developed a wall articulated
system of advisory committess for the respective Federal and voluntary

’ﬁw + The sxscutive heads of these agencies would then find
eollaboration much more fruitful.




. January 25, 1945

Dear Wra., Lasker:

Thank you for the delightful and
most unusual flowers, I enjoyed having
them while I was at the apartment and
I appreciats your thoughtfulness always,

Affentienately,
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