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April 12, 1935 |/

Dear nummn

; mare than sorry that 1t
will be puﬂ.ﬂ.a for me to ami
for grence of Soelsl Tork.
I have'to ve on the morning of the 9th
as I am and have an appoilntment
in Raleigh, Horth Carolinu, on the llth,

Very sincerely yours,

Miss Katherine F. Lenrcot
Children's PBureau
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- NATIONAL CONFERENCE of SOCIAL WORK

82 Morth High Strest
EATHARINE F. LENROOT, Washingtos, D, C. COLUMBUS, OHIOD

MOHSIGHOL ROBERT F, B Yk
] T Vs ey " Yok Gl Al
Hmﬁd Maw Tork City il ol the Pogsident

. Calumba, Obis
Sacratary

U. 5. Deparimant af Labar JAHE CHAM
Calambu, Ohia

bt ":':‘-'"M* oy Childran’s Bursau
CHARLES €. STILLMAM, Columbum, Oblo Washingtes, D, C.

April 0, 1915

My dear Mre, Eoosevelt:

The Netional Confarence of 3neclal ¥orz, of which I am Presi-
dent this year, will convene in Montreal, Ceaede, Sunday evenine, June 9,
and gsesglons will be held durine that weeic, The oragram for soclal
security will be featured in a mimnper of eeasions of the Conference,
which will bring togzether five ar slr thousen? sncial workers in the
United Stetes and Ceneda, At the opening eeselon on Sunday evenlne it
i1g our erpectation thet the Jovernor General of Canade will be present
and that he wi1l have & messtge from Xlng George,

1 have learned confidentislly through Kr. Bane aof the Auwerizcan
Fublic aelfare Asscclation that there 1g & prospect of your belne in
Yantrecl on the day preceding the opening of the Conference, If you
could find it poselibole to be wlth us Sunday night end bring to ue &
mesasge of greeting frow the Fresident wnd your own ressage of greeting
to the Conference, L1t would add enorwcusly to the inspiratlon and value
af the ocecesion, I earnestly hope thet 1t will bte possible for you to
glve to saclal worc the encouregement and the help which your partiel-

patian in the Conference would oring,

Sincerely yours,
RKetharuine T LornarsT

EATFARINE ¥, LFWROOT
Freesident

¥rs, Franklin [, Hoosevelt, f
The ¥hite House,
Washington, L. C. “4}? Pt U- i E‘L{ff
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Montreal, Canada, June 9-15, 1935 ﬂafu!

———————— EXECUTIVE WHHI‘ITEE

MALY IREME ATKINSON, Colemba, Cale ANITA ELDRIDGE, San Francicn, Calilorls
MERCE ATWATER, 5. Paul, Minnsschs WILLLAM J, BLLIS, Trenton, Muw Jersey
FRAME BAME, Chicags, Iinsh MARY L GIBBONS, Mew York Cily

MAUDE RARRETT, Mew Orlssss, Losilans CAMUEL A. GOLDSMITH, Chicaga, Illinols
PAUL T. BLISSER, Balimors, Wargesd JOHM F, HALL, Seattls, Waihlagton
STANLEY P, DAVIES, New Yerk City WILLIAK HORSOM, Mew York Clty
KARL de SCHWEINITL, Pulladalghia, Pensrrlvanis RHOOA EAUFMAM,
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Dear Miss Learvot:

Wrs. Hoossvalt asks o to thank |
you for sendiag ber the dreft of the letter on
the ohild labor umendment, She gave 1%t to the
President with your lotter suggesting s word
to Oovernor iivers.

Very slnoerely youra,
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

CHILDREN'S BUREAU R l ‘/'Zf
WASHINGTON ttf 4 ‘?}
/&
Jamuary 14, 1937

Miss Malvina T. Scheider,
Secreatary to Mrs. Roosevelt,
The White House,

'Ilmm, D. C.

Dear Miase Schelder: |

I thought Mrs. Roosevelt might be
interested in the enclosed draft of a letter on the
child lsbor amendment which I have Just sent to Mias
Perking for transmissicn, if she deems wise, to the
President., A list of the Oovermore recelving the
amendment letter, with a summary of newspaper reports
on their reactions, is also enclosed.

Mrs. Roosevelt might be especially
interested in keeping in mind the possibility of a
word to Governor Rivers of Georgla at the time of
the insuguration. It is felt in Georgla that if he
could have another word from the President he would
glve vigorous backing to the amendment and that
Georgla could then be in the position of breaking
the ranks of the solid South. OSuch actlon would, of
course, have a tremendous effect. We are overjoyed at
the news that Kentucky ratified yesterday.

Sincerely yours,
KaChaquine - Coural”

KATHARINE F, LENROOT,
Chief.

EFLiim




hg Hh_.- 1937
Ry desr Nr. Presidemts

I thought you might be interested in having o sumsary of the
press reporis om the resgtion of the Oovernors to shom you wddressed
ths letters om the ehild lsbor smendment.’ 4 st.tement giving this
informaticn is emelosed berewith.

You will mote that the Oovermors ef Florids, Hevuds, North
Corclina, Bew York end Texes ere reported sas fovérable, thet only
ons Oovermor 1= reported os definitsly opposed, nnd thit several
are non-comuittal, inoluding some who hawe seid thet the metter
should be left to the leglsleturss. Complete informetion is, of
course, not yet ewvellabls. Of those sho have not ;jubliely
commitied themselves sines your lstter wis recelved, definite
information through perscmel Interviews indigstes thit st lezst
five are favorsbls, snd some of these sre known to be stirong
sdvocates. Eontusky retified the child libor smendment on January

13, becoming the tweaty-fifth ftute.

In a letter from Mrs. Helem Dougles Menkin of Gecrgie, o
meuber of ths Leglsleturs who hss been s lesder in the emendsent
onmpalign, she stites thet Governor Flvers hee sald thet he expected
te follow out your program in all details. F5he fazls that . if »
word ceuld be zald to him persamslly st the time of the inaugurstien,
shich ha plans to sttand, 1t would be encugh to stimulate him to
vigorous effort snd that ratificsticn in Georgia could be schieved
with such affert om the of the OGovermor. Of course 1t w»ould
nasa everything to have a join with Kentuoky In tsking the
lead in retificstion. If you have & chense to speek tu Governor
Hiwvers sbout it during the lasuguratiom it wouli help treasadously,
and I alse thought you might like to have the metter in mind in
tilkimg with some of tha othar Goversors wus epportunity offered.

I am sure that whatsver messures can be dewsloped for dealing
with labor standards, = wmiform maticnal child 1L bor law setting
minisen standards is sasentisl and crn be schiewved through the
conplation of retification of the smendment 4ds yoer.

Respeetfully yours,
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Florida

Oeorgis

Kansas
Heryland
Macsachuretts
Mirsouri
Nebraska
Bavada

Few Mexigo
New York
North Carclina
Fhode Island
Couth Carolims
Zouth Dakots

Tennsssse
Texas

Yeruomt

ot

Wilbur L, Cross

Fichard C, HaMullen
Fred P, Cone

L. D Fivers

Falter i. Huxmen
Harry W. Nice
Charles P, Hurley
Llsyd C. Stark

Hs Le Coghren
Fichard Eirmen
Clyde Tingley
Herbert A, Lehman
Clydes R. Hoey
Robert ¥, .ulan
Olin D, Johmeton
Leslis Jensen

Gordon Browming
Jemas V. Allrad
Gelrge D. Alken

® @ 3 v & BB % F A BB

heBy Chandler

o comment

Parsonal informatios
Ll Elud:l.uhl favorsble

Favoreble

Gener .ly for President's

program
Hon-comaittal ™1

personally

favorable

Hon-gommittal
Non-gommittal
Ho report (Personally fevorsble)
Hop-commi ttal :
Favorsble

Ho report

Etrong redwedate

Teportad fuvorabls

Heply promised

No report (Persomally favorsble

Mo report (dew amsadment
proposed)

Opposed
F vorible

Non-oommittel

imended ¢xll for npeoial
seesion to imclude smendment —

Retified January 13, 1937



Jenuary 4, 1939

Ueer Hiss Lenroots

Of courze I have not maccepted tha luvita-
tion to go to the openlng of the nureery school at
the Jacxsonville plent. I said thet 4f I was in
Jacksonville at aoy time T would Le interested to
go to see how it worked,

I very carefully asked Vrs. Salth about
the point which you have raimed,of mdequate wages,
and made the suggestion that it would be better
for the nursery school to be supported by the
saployess theaselves.

As T understand it, the 2i-hour basis is
neceasary becsuss they work 24 hours end thersfors
the mothers need some pluce for thelr childrea.
I imegine Florida has no anlght lew probititica on ;
wosen's work, —4

I agree mith you thset development on a
communlity or employee basls, or a couhination of
saployes—-saployer basis would be much better, but
of course they are paying the men under the Wayea
and Hour legislation, so that the larger part of
the whole program will heve to be cerried by the
saployees or the community.

A8 an experiment, I think it might be
intercsting, no matter how it is started, tut I
think all the defects should be polated out.

Very sincersly yours, 80

‘1ss Katherine Lenroot
Children's Bureau
Department of Labor
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U. S, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

CHILDREN'S BUREAU
WASHINGTON niE

December 19, 1938

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevslt,
The White House,
Hﬂahinxtrm’ D' ﬂ-

Dear Mra. Roocsevelt:

I am venturing to write you with reference to
an item in the Washington Post of December 12, to the
effact that you had accepted an invitation to attend the
opening of the first industrial nursery in the countiy,
now baing bullt at Jacksonville, Florida. Mrs. Eule
Smith, who i1s promoting this project, was quoted in this
article as referring to interviews with officiels in the
Children's Bursau.

Mrs, Smith is the Personnel Director of the
John H. Swisher Company, clger msnufecturers. According
to the newspaper item, the nursery is intended to care
for the preschool children of employees and will uparat.a
on a 24-hour basis.

When Mrs. Smith called at the Children's Buresau
she talked with a member of the staff of the Soclal Service
Divislon and also with & member of the staff of the
Industrial Division. &he was told thet we we did not know
of any other Industrial dey nursery of this kind in the
country. Ehe was not femiliar with the National Federation
of Day Wurserlies which is the standard-setting orgenization
in the field and seemed very vegue about the service that
nurseries should render. ©She sesmed somewhaet confused between
a deay nursery and & children's institution end, in fact, the
nowspapar item refers to twenty-four hour care.

Both mothers and fathers are working at the tobacco
company &nd evidently the wages are low and the children in
these families are left without adequate supervision. Mrs.
Smith seemed to feel that probebly the children would be better
cared for away from home than at home, and this may be the case
with present wage levels, but certainly the development of day
nurseries by industrial plants as an alternative to & more
adequate wage structure shich would make 1t possible for mothers

to remain.at home, is mot in hermony with goals for the welfare



I thought might b to kmow scmething of
the background of N’:uﬂﬁlﬂn;.tm

Sincerely yours,
Kb 3. LS |

Kathsrine F. Lenroot,
Chi




Uy dear '!iss Lenroot:

Mrs. Roosevelt ssks ue to esy, iu reply to!
your letter of lay 10, that :he will bte glua to sec
you on Wednesday, Muy 17, &t twelve o'clock.

Very sincerely youra,

Se¢crotary to
rd. Roosevelt

Miss Hathurine F. Lenrocot
Chief, Children's Bureau
Denartment of Labor
Washington

D.C.
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U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
CHILDREN'S BUREAU
WA..'CINUTDN

S
{\_ﬁ May 10, 1939.

XN

You have been so wonderful about understanding the
problems with which the Children's Bureau is attempting to
deal and have such an unusual insight into the needs of the
children and youth of this country, that I am eager to have
the benafit of your thought as to the future work of the
Bureau and the genersl direction which we should attempt
to follow. I em wondering whether it would be possible
for you to glve me the privilege of consulting you about
these matters. I kmow how crowded your time is and I
hesitate to ask this when you have been so generous, but
I feel that your edvice would be invelusble.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

The work that i1s being done under the Heorganisation
Aot neturally mekee 1t necessary to conslder more carefully
than ever the place which the Children's Buresu should cccupy
among the Federal services related to human welfare. I am
very happy that the Children's Buresu was not included in the
Reorganization Plens submitted to Congress at this sessicn.
Historically, the intereasts of the Children's Bureau have been
clopely allied with the interests and functicns of the Labor
Department, and our Industrisl IMvision is, of course, directly
related to other speclalized functions in the Departsent of
Labor, I realize that the question of whether it would be to
the best intereste of the children of the country to have the
Bureau remain in the Department of Labor or go to the Federal
Security Agency presents problems which have not yet been
finally sclved. I am, of course, eager that the Children's
Bureau should have the fullest possible opportunity to fulfil
the purposes for which it was created. I am also deeply
interested in the services which the Department of Lebor as
a whols should be sble to give in promoting tha general
interests of workding people and thelr families.

I would not ask for an opportunity to talk with
you on these matters 1f my =mind were made up as to the most
desirable coures to take with reference to the Children's




Yoy

Bureau, nor would I ask you to intervene in support of any
particular poeition. It would, however, be of immense
gervice if I coold have the opportunity of free discussion
with you at a time when no propossls regarding the Children's
Buresu are under considersation.

With deep appreciation,
Sinceraly yours,

Kattanios ¥ davine®

Katharine F. Lenroot,
Chief.

Mre, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House.
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May 12, 1939

Yo T
MENO FOR -HR—oRTHT
Urs. Roosavelt will
see Uise Xatharine Lenroot

on May 17th, at 1o o'olook,

M.L,
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u@. ENT OF LABOR
\ CHILDREN'S BUREAU
;J' WABHINGTON

X{, /,4% August 1,1939.

Mre. Franklin D. Roosevelt ff)
Hyde Park, N.Y. L

Dear Mrs. RooBavelt:

I am writing you with reference to our cefiversation
of last spring concerning the place of the Children's Bureau
in the Federal government organization, and the possibilities
of reorganization affecting the Children's Bureau. At that time
you suggested that I prepare a memorandunm for the President in
September and I am planning to do so. In the meantime, I wanted
you to know of developments last week, Governor Mchutt made the
statement &t a closed meeting of the Cooperative Forum in Weshington
that the Children's Bureeu should be brought over to the Federal
Security Agemcy &s early as possible. Earller in the same speech
he made the statement that all health functions in the Federal
government should be centered under Dr. Parran. I was present
at the meeting and immediately after the meeting made arrangementa
to have & talk with Governor McHutt. Dr. Eliot and I went to
see him last Friday. He recelved us most cordially and we had a very
gatisfactory interview. I an sure he spoke without fully realizing
the breadth of the Bureau's work and the problems involyed.

At the interview with Governor McNutt, we stressed the
importance of keeping the Children's Bureau intact and he stated
that he believed that should be done, whether the Children's Bureau
was left in the Department of Labor or was moved to the Federal
Security Agency. He also stated thet he felt that the most im-
portant consideration was where the Bureau could do the best work
and that he would be certainly in no hurry to have additlonal functions
trought under his agency.

I think it is most important thet no commitment be made
that would involve & change in the status, or place of the Children's
Buresu, at least until there has been every opportunity to review the
situation, I am sure this is your feeling and that of the Fresident's,
and I am now reassured as to Governor Mchutt's attitude, but I thought

it was wise to keep you informed.
Sincerely yours, |
Kﬁiﬁf— e T M

I Katharine F, Lenroot
5 Chief.
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABORSFF 2% '

CHILDREN'S BUREAU
| WASHINGTON

September 27,1939,

1
Mrp. Franklin D. Rooseavelt

F

The Wnite House. O//"{W
Dear Mrs. Roopavelt: ;
1 am deeply grateful to
President for the sespion of

dren in a Democracy to be h
an Chairmep of the Confe

for arranging with the

ta House Confersnce on Chil-

January 18-20,1940, Miss Perkins,

ee, is asking the President to speak on

the evening of January 8. I should like to have you speak on the J,';;
evening of Jemuary 197 I have some ideas in mind about the character |¢
of the program of this evening sesslen that I should like to submit il
to you after the mesting of the Planning Committee next wealk, j J'

We have been planning the publicity program for the Con-
ference and the follow-up publicity efter the Conference. We expect
that the Conference will take action on definlte recommendstions
which will comatitute & program for safeguarding the interests of
children and youth. )

4

I em wondering whether it would be possibls for you to IF""? A
write an article for one of the magazines for which you write, {,,
discussing the recommendations of the Conference in the light of oo/ F,-"
conditions as you ses them, and needs as you feel them to exis®. |y['

If such an article could be prepared imzediately after the Emfum'éu A L
1t would seem to me to be ons of the ways in which we could do most (. "'
to impress upon the people the importance of the programs which the { )
Conference will be recommending. If you should be interested in ¢ <'' || rih
pursuing this matter further I should be glad to see that you have

&
gome material abeut the Conference which your agent might wish to ‘?’}J
use in making contacts with magazines. L‘:—“L‘

I am sending over separately to your mecretary, a list u.f.'(,.- :

women's organizations and will get the materisl on refugees to you ‘&=t

very l!h-l:iﬁl!. /:: 'f%,ﬁ ?
G

With deep appreciation,

Eincerely yours,
Necthasa Lo

5 Katharine F. Lenroot
EFL nge Chief.
P.S. Plans for the Jamuary session should be kept confidential

mtil after the mesting of the Planning Committes next week,




Ooctober 13, 1939

Y,

My dear Miss Lenrcoti

You ask in your letter of September 87,
if I oould write an artiols for one of the magazines
about the Confersace on Ohildren in s Demooracy.
How would = msntion of this in my column do? 1r
it wers to appear in a magazine, I would have to
#ipd out first if any magazine would take it.

Yery sincerely yours,

Miss Katharine F. Lenroot
Chief, Children's Bureau
U. 8. Dept. of labor
Wash., D.C.



' |
' f
| i kg | |
| &
| | .
f ..\;? /)‘ ﬂi’:u f & 0
ﬂlﬂ!‘?.ul} X ek e e
/?*{a I el (R
ﬂt.(yy‘:-—-_.a e ﬂ-j‘é-(: 4 r_tlr —
i et 74 s ,? i ' |
/b‘/.fM [ l‘.l;?lﬂl'rl - ﬁ{.pt:r f,"
W}..!u‘ (..r’r.._.y" @ feg i s !
2 i:
3
g




Miss Thompsoni You sent down this top letter today %o
be amswered according to the notations., The other day
I wrote the &pe attmched in answer to a later latter
from Miss lenroot and there Seems to be a discrepancy
in the datsa which Mrs. R. says to accept to speak.

In view of ths later letter, should the letter of

Sept. 27 8till be answered?
oD

Miss Thompaon:

I 8t11l stick to my point (1t must be the Yankee in
me!) I make 1t - the President is to spoak Jamwmary 19
in the evening and Mrs. Roossvalt ia to speak at the
Conference the morning of January 20 - which shae has
l.xnp;ud. This is according to the last latter of
Dot. 9.

(I hate to come right out and say you'rs wrong - but
confidentially - I think you aral)

A
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WASHINGTOMN
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December 1, 1939,

LEMORANDUM FOR UDGE
/R DIRZOTOR OF THE BUDGET
HON. LOUIS BROWNLOW

Will you let me have a

memorandum on thiag?
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" THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN ‘

1’ RETURN TO | : r
. RS, ROOSEVELT '
1
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W . cHILDREN'S BUREAU

"I \. | WASHINGTON

gt \ November 7, 1939

in n. Roosevelt,

/t_l‘nhinkbun, D. C. !

Denr Mrs. Roosevelt:

I apprecisted so such the opportunity to
talk with you earlier in the Fall about the work
of the Children's Buresu, and I was so pleased to
feel thet we were in agreement as to the importance
of keeping the Children's Bureau intect end in the
Department of Labor,

I hove prepared a document outlining the
relutionships of the Children's Buresu vith other
Fodersl agencies for the use of some of our friends
who ere especislly interested in our vork and went
to know how we function in reletion to other buresus.
I thought possibly you might like to glance at a copy
of the memorsndum which I marked confidentiel becouse
it wug not intended for genmerzl distribution.

Recently I have heard renewed rumors of -

the inter=st of certein persons in having the Children's

Buranu trensferred to the Federal Security Ageney.
These rumors center around our maternnl and child-
henlth activitles. It seems to me very clear thet our
position ep a buresu serving the interssts of all
children, and eapecinlly the children of the working
people of the Country, is stronger in the Department
of Labor than it would be in any other depsrtment.

-Einniraly yours,
K U&i }, M
Lthﬂn;hif Lenroot,
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U.S. Dapartment of Labor
Children's Bureau
~ Washington

II‘ ! . " r"
{ Y E‘A' A October 1939

THE CHILDREN'S BUREAU AND ITS RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER AGENCIES
Federal -- State — Local

Public — Private

(Prepared on request of individuals interested in the
organization and functions of the Children's Bureau.)

Original Purpcae

The Children's Fureau was created by Act of Congrese in 1912, "to
investigate and report . . . . upon all matters pertaining to the vel-
fare of children and child life among all classes of our people." In
his message to Congress of February 15, 1909, President Theodore
Roosevelt said

"It is not only discreditable to us as & peopls that
thers is now no recegnized and authoritative scurce of
information upon these subjocts relating te child life,
but in the absence of such information as should be aup-
plied by the Federal Government many aobuses hava gons
unchecked; for public sentiment, with its great corrective
povwer, can only be aroused by full knowledge of the fucts.
In addition to such information ms the Census Bureau and
other existing agencies of the Federal Government already
provide, there remains much to be ascertained through
lines o% ressarch not nov authorized Ly law; and there
should be correlation and dissemination of the knowledge
obtained without any duplieation of effort ar interference
with what is already being done."

In her first annual report ms Chief of the Children's Bursau,
Julia C. lathrop eaid,

"Fifty years ago the field of the Department of
Agriculture was defined as 'all information concerning
agriculture.' In the same way the fisld of the Chil=
dren's Bureau is now defined as 'all matters pertaining
to the welfere of children and child life.' It is
obviocus that the Bureau is toc be a center of information
ussful to all the children of Americs, to ascertain and
to popularize just standards for their life and dovelop=
mant."




P

In the same report Miss Lathrop defined "the final purpose of the
Bureau" as belng “to sarve all children, to try to work out the stand-
arde of care and protection which shall give to every child his fair
chance in the world."

The work of the first year included the beginning of the infant-
mertality studies and child=labor studies; advisory serviece to the
States tlm child=welfare legislation; preparation of the first of a
series of bulletins for parents, Prenatal Carsj and cooperation with
the Gensral Fedsration of Women's Clubs in birth-registration activities
and with lecal communities in conducting baby-saving campaigns.

In her sscond annual report Mi-s Lathrop called attention to the
clese cooperation that had been developed with the United States Bureau
of the Census, and stated:

"Other bureaus of the Government which have teo do with
children have alsc wide powers ascribed to them by law.
Apparently the best method of securing the highest possible
degree of effectivensss is by the Joint action of warious
bureaus having common interest in the investigation of a
particular subject.”

In concluding this report Miss Lathrop said:

AThe practical wisdom of those vwho created a special
bureau addrassed to the great tnsk of ascertaining true
democratic standards for the nurture and protection of the
Hation's children is already justified by the publie
response to the bureau's small performance.”

The importance of Federal leadership in promoting the welfare of
children wag implied in all the annual reporte that Orace Abbott wrote
as Chief of the Children's Bureau. Miss Abbott concluded her report

for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1928, with these words:

gy gk
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"If there is any subject endowed with national
intersst it io the welfare of the Nation's children.
The Nation's future existence, the intelligent use
of its resources, the role it will play in world
affairs depend on 'its children — whether or not
they are physically fit and whether or not they are
troined in self-control, in respect for the rights

| of others, and in understanding of their cwn righte
and obligations, That the firet responsibility
must rest with the nearsst government — the State,
tha county, and the municipality — is the reascn
why tha rnin that the Federal Government oust play
in the training of children is that of an intelli-
gent and interested cooperator, ready to assist but
not te control nor hamper,."

Prasent Functions

Through the years the Children's Bureau has served as a
cnntu.r for research, information, and advice, available to
parents, public officials, and representatives of private
agencies concerned with children. As legislative action based
in large part on Children's Bureau studies wams taken, it was
natural for the Congress to v.st responsibility for ite
administration in the agency of the Federal Government which
already knsw the field and had established contncts with State
and local agencies. Thus, from 1917 to 1918 the Children's
Bureau was entrusted with responsibility for administering the
first Federal Child-labor Law; from 1921 to 1929 for mdminister=-
ing the Aet for the Promotion of the Welfare and Hygione of
Maternity and Infancy; from 1935 to date, with administration
ef the maternal and child-welfare provisions of the Social
Security Act; and from 1938 to date, with administration of the

child=labor provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938,




Children's Bureau psrsonnel and appropriations in the current fige

cal year are as follows:

Resparch and administration
Fisecal year 1940

Foaitiona
Galaries and expensas Appropriations provided for
Dellars Parcent |Number |Percent

Total y;l ,008,780] 100 378 100

General agtivities and research.... 3“,550 36 145 38
Gociel security — maternal and

qhild 7 E B e 331,500 33 121 a2

Child-labor administration............ £ a1 112 ao

1/ Hot imcluding allotments from Do

rtment ,of Laber appropriations

as follows: Travel, S177,900; Printing, $91,400; Contingent, SED.EE{!.

Appropriations for grants to the States, fiscal year 1940

Eaternal and child-health services............... ... §4,800,000
Services for crippled children .......coieiveveanese. 3,350,000
Child-welfare services............ srsssasssnnsrnnssnsnans 1,505,000
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So closely related are the various mepecte of the Children's
field that it is seldom a Children's Bureau study is carried to
completion by a single division, and the cooperation of three or
more divieions on a report is nut unusual. Maternal and infant
morbidity and mortality, always the subject of study by the Divi-
sion of Research in Child Development and the Division of Statise
tical Research, now ccnstitute a major concern of the Maternal
and Child Health Division alsc. An extensive study of stillbirths
in hospitale is being conducted jointly by the Division of Research
in Child Development and the Division of Statistical Research. The
Divieion of Research in Child Development consults the nutritionist
in the Maternal and Child Health Division on studies of nutrition.
A report uﬁ statistice of maternity-homs care, crginating in the
social-statistics unit of the Divieion of Statistical Research, is
roferred during the planning stage both to the Social Service
Divieion and to the Division of Research in Child Development.
Preparation of an article on foster-home care for crippled children
by the Crippled Children's Division requires the cooperation of the
Child Welfare Division and the Social Service Divipion. A report
on habit clinies for child guidance for which the Division of
Research in Child Development has the major responsibility is
refarred to the Sociml Service Division in connection with avail=-
ability of community sccial services. The Industrial Division
consultq vith the Divieion of Ressarch in Child Development in the
preparation of material relating to health problems of employed
children and to Ftnndnrdu of physieal fitness for children entering

smployment .



Studies of epecial subjects may fall almost equally in several
divisionsy the needs of children in the families of migrant labor-
ers, for example, concern the Industrial Divieion, the Social Serv-
ice Divieion, the Division of Research in Child Development, and
through the opsration of State plans ulml demonsirations, the Social-

Security divisions.

Relationships With Other Federal Agencies

The Children's Bureau cooperates with many agencies of tho Fed-
eral Government. Its direct official relationships are chiefly within
the Department of Labor and with the Interdepartmental Committes to
Coordinate Health and Welfare Activities. Its other relationships
include close cocperation with Federal research agencies, such as the
Bureau of the Census of the Department of Commerce and various
bureaus of the Department of Agriculture; and with agencies having
administrative functions, for example, the Social Security Beard, the
Public Health Service, the Vocational Rehabilitation Service of the
Office of Education, and the Farm Security Administration of the
Department of Agriculture.

Some idea of the range of common interests and cooperative rela-
tionships of the Children's Bureau with other Federal sgencies may

be gained from the following charts,




RELATED INTERESTS OF THE CHILDREN'S BUREAU AND
OTHER BUREAUS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR L/

0ffice of the Eanutnry

Children's Bureau Divisions:

Bureau of -, ) ;
mhurn “B A o"| Wage and Hour
Statistice . v #E Division
Immigration and Divieion of
Maturalization |- < G-« m";ld”ﬂ'ﬂ ~F > YAt
Service S Standards
J’a. -.“
Division of rﬁ Gi .
Publiec i i omen'a
Contracte Burea u

A

B,

All divisionsi General problems of children in families of
viage earners and effect on children of conditions under which
wage sarners live and work.

411 research divisions; Research studies and use of basic re-
search waterial, e.g., on cost of living, migrant familias,
industrial hazards.

Soeial Service Divieion) Immigration matters affecting chil-
dren, especially admission of children unaccompanied by paronts.

Industrial Division: Advisory service relating to ¢child=labor
provisione of the Public Contracts Act.

Industrial Divisicn: Administration of Fair Labor §tandards Act
of 1938 ~= Children's Bureau administers child-labor provisions.

Industrial Division: Advisory service to States on labor legis-
lation and its administration, and on asprenticeship and indus=
trial safety.

Industrial Divisions Cooperation in research and advisory serv-
ige relating to employment of women &nd minors.

1/ Only thoee bureaus are shown with respact to which the Chil=

dren's Sureau has important fields of mutual concern.
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RELATED INTERZSTS OF CHILDREN'S BUREAU AND
ORGANIZATIONS IN THE FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY Lf
U. 5. DEPARTEENT OF LABOR
Children's Bureau M e
A A 3 A A A 4 A
A B H D E F G H
v v v v y ¥ v Y
Bureau of | o = .
Bureau of | 0ld Age Rnaanr:h Bureau of
sabtss Tl ofties JHTORAAS | 406 ond  [Employment!| Civilian || National
# Assistance|Survivors' security || Conser- Youth
Health of In'urnncﬁstatiutisn 4 AR
Service ||Education vation || A& .
Corps tration
Social Security Boeard
FEDERAL BEECURITY AGENCY
i

Children's Bureau Divisions:

A.

Ce

Fa
G.
H.

Maternal and Child Health Division and Crippled Children's Division: Adminis-
tration of grants to States under Social Security Act. Division of Research in
Child Development: Research studies.

Crippled Children's Division: = Cooperation with VYocational Rehabilitation
Service in grants to States for crippled children's gorvices. All divisions:
General cooperation and occasional joint studies.

Child Welfare Division: Administration of grants to States under Social
Security Act (aid to dependent children, Social Security Board; child-wollure
services, Children's Bureau). Maternal and Child Health Division and Crippled
Children's Division: Matters related to health of dependent children.

Social Service Division and Child Welfare Division: Survivoras' insurance bena=-
fits — widows and orphans (effective January 1, 1940).

Office of Assistant Chief and Division of Statistical Research: Cooperation
in assembling factual material on programs of joint concern; cooperation in
collecting current social statistics from urban areas.

Industrial Division: Studies of operation of junior-placement sarvices.
Social Service Division and Delinquemcy Divieion
Industrial Divisioni

General youth problems.
Employment problems of youth.

Only those hurgiui are shown with respect to which tho Children's Dureau

has important fields of mutual concern.
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RELATZD INTERESTS OF CHILDREN'S BUREAU AND
ORGANIZATIONS IN THE DEPARTLENT OF AGRICULTURE L/

U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

E ........ BEmm e chj.ldranf‘ Buraau LR LT LT L e

e el
S r——
PYPIY -

L=

Fa
5““:1;.? Extension Bureau of Bureau of ?"-";?u;ﬂd
v o e Ec;r::!.u El'!::lﬂé:ﬂ‘g Adminis-
tration b v

U. 5. DEPARTLENT OF ACRICULTURE

Children's Burenu Divieions:

As

G

Induptrial Division: Administration of child-labor provisions of
Sugar Act of 1937, Maternal and Child Health Division: Nutrition,
health and medieal services to children in Farm Security families.
All other divisionsi #atters relating to Farm Security families.

taternal and Child Health Divieion, Crippled Children's Divisien,
and Child Welfare Division: Grantes-in-aid for maternal and child-
welfare services in rural areas. Divieion of Research in Child
Devalopment: Standards of growth and development and nutrition;
distribution of popular bulletine in rural areas. All divisiona:
General welfare of rural children.

Division of Research in Child Development: Studies and bulletins
for parents on child care and child management, All divisions:
Research studies and uee of basic material, e.g., cost of living
in rural homes.

D and E. Division of Research in Child Development: Research in

nutrition and growth.

Only those bureaus are shown with respect to which the Chil-

dren's Dureau hap important fieldes of mutual concern.
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RELATED INTERESTS OF CHILDRIN'3 BUREAU AND
FEDERAL AGENCIES NOT SHOWH ELSEWHERE
[
U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
*irtasrassssscsssirnssnssanas Childrca's Bureau L LR LT P TP
4 ' f ' f 1
y ‘} i }
+ | | i . :
oeparmzve| | oeparmEwT oF | DEPARTMEN? OF | [pEPARTUENT| | TEDERAL [ Ko B
OF STATE COMMER CE THE INTERICR OF JUSTICE AGENCY COMMISSION
Divigion
Division Mational|| Offies |0f Terri- Works
of Inter=- E?r::: Bureau of tories Bur;nu Progress
national || o0 “ o Indian | _8nd o Adminis-
Conferences ® | standards| | Affairs g:ﬁi:ﬁ Prisons tration
pioris |

Children's Bursau Divisions:

A

B.

11 divisions: Planning for international conferences concerned with child
walfars,

Divieion of Remearch in Child Development and Division of Statistical Research
Cocperation with Bureau of the Census in developing standard birth certifi-
cates, studies of bhirth registration, and analysis of statistice of maternal
and infant mortality., BSocial Service Division and Delinquency Divieiong Coop=
eration with the Populatien Division in consuses of children under care of
agencies and institutions and with the Vital Statistics Divieion in relation
to birth registration of children born out of wedlock. Industrial Division
and Divieion of Statistical Research; Plons for decennial census.

Division of Research in Child Davelopment: Cooperation with Mational Bureau
of Standards in research studias.

All divigions: Cooperation with Office of Indian Affairs in matters affecting
the health and welfare of Indisn children and with Diviesion of Territories and
Island Possessions in matters affecting the health and welfare of children in
Territories and Island Possessions..

Delinquency Divieion, Child Welfars Diviuinn, end Division of Statistiecal
Regearchi Consultation with Bureau of Prisoms in regard to the admiesotration
of the Foderal Juvenile-Delinquency Act and the National Training School for
Boys mnd cooperation in compiling statistica of Fedsral Juvenile offenders.

A1l divisione: Review of proposed projects relating to the health and welfare
of childron; genernl intersst in nursery-schoel, parent-sducation, school-
lunch, and recreation projects.

Industrial Divieion: Matters rolating to maritime child labor.




Elhﬂ:ggghi.!s With State Agencies

The ﬂhildﬁuu'n Bureau gives advisoryland con-
sultation service, including review of proposed
legislation and cooperation in special studies on
request, to State administrative agencies and organs=
izations concerned with the health and welfare of
children and carries out studies in cooperation with
State agencies. The Children's DBureau has sponsored
each year since 1936 the May Day == Child Health Day
celebration, under Presidentinl proclamation, in
which State and local henlth and educational agen=
cies Join,

The Bureau's direct administrative relationships
under the Soeinl Security Act and the Fair Labor

éiandnrda fet are shown in the accompanying chart.

13
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RELATIONS OF THE CHILDREN'S BUREAU WITH STATE AGENCIES
U. 6+ DEPARTAMENT OF LADCR
Children's Bureau
STATE AGENCIES i
Health Welfare BEducation Labor Other
dapartment department department department Stote agencies
Grante-in-aid: Grante=in-aid] |Fair Labor Fair labor Grants-in-aid:
Maternal and Child-welfaras| |Standards Act: [Standards Act: |Services for
child-health services—all| |Issuing age Cooperation in| |erippled
services — !']i Statas gxcm certufucates— |enforcement— children —
States. ‘Wyeming. 15 S5tates. all States; 6 Statos
issuing age {ecrippled
Grante-in-aid; Gruntu-in-aidi grante=-in-aidy |certificetes—{ |children com-
Services for Services for Services for 29 Statoes. misasion, 5;
erippled erippled erippled Uhi‘-’ﬁl‘ﬂi‘t—lr, 1).
children — children — children —
26 States. 14 States. 5 States.
Fair Labor
Standards Act
Issuing age
nurti??ca%un—

2 States.
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Relationships With Local Public Departms

The services of the Children's Bursau to local public departments and
Juvenile courts includoe studies of child health, labor, and velfare condi-
tions and methods of earrying on work for children; advisory and consulta-
tion service; participation in grantp-in-aid programs through State agen-
cies; cooperaticn in issuing employment certificates under the Fair Labor
Standards Act through arrangements made with Stete agenciesj collection of
current statistics of health and welfare services through cooperative
arrangements in which private agencies participate; and collection of
Juvenile-court etatistics. Tho loeal agencies with which the Children's
Jureau has relationships under grante=in-aid or child-labor administration

programs include health and welfars agencies and school departments.

Helationships With Private Agencies, Mational, Eta.'t.ah and Local

The Children's Bureau maintains relationships with all tha_ major
nationnl agencies concerned with the health and welfare of children, includ=
ing lubor and farm organizations, men's and women's organizations, medical,
public-health-nursing, and aa'cial-wnrk organizations, profossional and
scientific socletios, and specialized child-health, maternmal-welfare, and
child-welfore organizations. It also cooperatos with many Stote=wide and
local privato agencies. Officials of many of theso organizations serve on
advisory committees to the Children's Bureau, shown in the accompanying
chart, Information is exchanged, joint projects are undertaken, and advice

and assistance in the development of programs are given and received.
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Relatienships With Internaticnal Crganizations
Continuing relationships are maintained by the Children's Bureau with

the International Labor Organization and with the Health &rgani:atiun and
the Advisory Committes on Social Questions of the League of Nations (a mem-
ber of the Ghildran'a13uraau gtaff is a member of this committes); the
International Amsrican Institute for the Protection of Childhood (the Chief
of the Children's Bureau i; & member of the Council of the Institute); the
Pan American Child Congresses (the Children's Bureau, with the cooporation
of the Public Health Service and the Office of Education, is responeible
for organizing United States participation in those congresses); the Pan
American Union; the Pan Amsrican Sanitary Bureau; and other internatiomal

organizations,

Relationships With Individual Citizens
The most important single aspect of the work of the Children's Bureau

is what it stands for in the minde of individual citi;ana, especially
parents. In a very specisl way it is their Bureau. Its chief contacts
with individuals are the following: (1) Popular bulletins for parents,
including Prenatal Care, Infnﬁt f..'ﬁra, The Child From One to 5ix, Child
hanagement, Are You Training Your Child To Be Happy, and Guiding the
Adolescent; also folders and leaflets; (2) reports of studies and tuchgiual
bulletins on subjecte relating to child employment and to the health and
welfare of mothers and childrenj (3) individual correspondence; (4) radio
talksj and (5) exhibits.

In the fiscal year 1939, 1,233,946 copies of the Children's Bureau
popular bulletins were distributed free of charge, and 531,356 were sold
through the Superintendent of Documents. Since publication nearly
18,000,000 copies of the popular publications have besen distributed free

of charge and more than 5,000,000 have been eold.

¢
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"1In the fiscal year 1939 nearly 325,000 letters wero received, an
increass of 24 percent over the previous year.

Fifty-seven radio talks wers given, including the weekly talks over
the National Broadeasting Company's blue Hetwork under the title "The
Child Grows Up," and special talks over the Columbia and jutual Broad-
casting Systems.

There ie an extensive and inersasing demand for exhibit mtarial
for use at internaticnal, Naticnal, State, and local conferences. New
exhibits and posters are praepored each year within the limits of very
meager regources for thia work and are available for use thereafter.
Recently prepared exhibits @eal with the health of the preschool child,
reduction of maternal and infant mortality, uuﬁritiun, and the general
program of the Children's Bursau. Posters for May Day— Child Health
Day, posters on posture standards and con the nutritional needs of
axpactant mothers are available for distrihutiﬂni.alau maps and charts

showing maternal and infant mortality rates and birth rates.

Pogsibilities of Strangthening the Cooperative Relationships
of tha Children's Bureau

TWith reference to Federal activities, the opportunity to develop the
relationships of the Children's Bureau with other Federal agencies would
soem to lie in (1) continuing and strengthening direct, first=hand coop-
aration on epacific prajactn, such as further development of uniform
polieies in the administration of grants-in-aid to the States; (2) in-
crenoing general coopoeration through departmental and interdepartmental
committiees, of which the Interdepartmental Committee To Coordinate Health
and Welfare Activities is en outstanding example; (3) developing joint




advisory committees and councils dealing with subjects of common interest
to 't.]‘llq Children's Bureau and cne or more other Federal organizations; and
{4) holding joint sessions with executives of cooperating State depart-
ments in which the Children's Bureau and cns or more other Federal agen-
eins participate. A joint council of Federal agencies has boen proposod
in nannm;tinn \riti't the Mational Health Bill. A committes appointed
jointly by the BSecretary of labor and the Soeial Security Doard serves as
tho special advisory committes on training and personnel for child-welfare
services (Children's Bureau) mnd for the public-mssistance program (Social
Socurity Board). Joint seesions of the Public Health Service ar-u:l the
Children's Bureau with the State and Territorial Health Officers have besn
daeveloped.

With reference to State and local mctivities cpportunities for fuller
cooperation await increases in the Burcau's appropriations for ressarch
and advisory service, for grants-in-aid, and for reimbursement to State
agencies nsaisting, under Federal and State ogreements, in the edministra-

tion of the child-labor provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act.

(8584)

+y




U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
CHILDREN'S BUREAU

WASHINGTON K -
Jenuary 25,1940. 0

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Wiashington, D.C.

Deer Mrs, Roosevelt:

Msy I express my very deep appreciation of all
that you did to meke the White House Conference on Children
in & Democracy & success. The arrangements at the White
House for Friday evening were perfect and all of the guests
were po enthusisstic about the reception gnd the White House
sesgion., Your address Saturday morning end the newspaper
publicity which it received helped & great deal to fix the
general emphasis and tone of the Confurence in the right
direction. I hope that the Follow-Up Progrem will develop
in a way that will fully justify your great contribution to
the Conference and the President's splendid particlpation
and backing, without which of course it would not have been
possible to proceed. I have heard the most enthusliastic
comuents sbout the President's eddress. Will you plaase
extend to him my heartfelt thanks.

Sincerely yours,
otttz ™ Lecoos

Katharine F. Lenroot
Chief.



June 29, 1940

Dear Miss Lenrcot:

I spoks to the Presidect and he says
anything which troubles FHarriet Elliott she can
bring up at the meetings. They have them weekly.

They have ironed out several difficulties
and if she feeles anyors is uncooparative or in any
way holding back, she cun just talk it over with
the President. He is more than willing and most
interested. Though some may feel that things have
gone alowly, He thinks the work is going on well.

Sincersly yours,

Miss Katharine Lenroot
Children's Bureau
Washington,U.C.



Decsmber 10, 1940
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Yery sincerely yours,

Miss Eatharine F. Lenroot

Children's Bureau

ds

Department of Labp
Washington, D. C.
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
CHILDREN'S BUREAU
WASHINGTON

October 26,1940.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
20 E. Eleventh Street,
Hew York, NH.XI.

Dear Mre. Roocsavelt:

It has just been brought to my attention that &. plan is
being considered by the War Department whereby all responaibility for
go-called home—service asctivities for men in the military establishment
would be vested in the Americen Red Cross. I am deeply concerned about
the proposal because I feel that through the Sccial Securlty Program
and other programs of  the Federal Government, carried on in cooperation
with the States and locel communities, a foundation of public service
has now been laid which was not in existence in 1917, and which could
be utilized and strengthened, if necessary, to give the many different
types of service that will be required to meet the soclal problems of
the families of men in the armed forces of the country. For example,
the selective service regulations already suggest that local draft
boards may call upon local welfare departments for investigatioms as
to dependency status, and the American Public Welfare Assoclation is
communicating this information to State welfare ddpartments and suggest-
ing that the State and local welfere agencles should be position
to render whatever service may be required. The publicc ire ser-
vices that have been developed by the States, with the aid of the
Children's Bureau, especlally in rural areas, afford a demonstration
of skilled professional service in dealing with children's problems
that can be built upon so thut in the next few years I hope thut no
commnity will be without good service of this kind. I believe that
an effort should be made in the next year to extend Federal appropriations
go as to provide more complete coverage.

To aseign responsiblility for services of this kind to an agency
which depends primarily upon voluntary contributions, and which is ad-
ministered under non-governmental suspices and without relationship to
State-wide programs of public welfare would, it seems to me, set the clock
beck about a generation in the general field of public welfare.

Representatives of the Children's Bureau, the Soclal Security
Board and other agencies have besn working with Miss Harriet Elliott and
her assistant Gay Shepperson, in varlous matters pertaining to health and wel-
fare in the defensé program, as you know, The Americen Public Welfare



Association has also kept in constant touch with developmente in this
field, Several people who are hers today attending a meeting of an
Advisory Committes/ which is serving both Social Security goard
and the Children's Bureau have expressed very great concern
about the proposal that responsibility be placed in the American Red
Cross, and I am sure there would be definite feeling Iin many guarters
that this was an unfortunate step. -

We realise the importance of utilising volunteer service
to the greatest possible extent. There are many ways in which vol-
unteers can usefully supplement & social service program, but in order
to be effective the progrem must be under professional direction end
administration.

I am venturing to call the matter to your attention because
of your very great interest both in citizen participation and in the
strengthening and extension of public services which have been estab-
1ished, particularly since 1935. I hope that no decision will be made
in this matter until there has been an opportunity to canvass it from
all points of view.



Very sincsrely yours,

Miss Hatharine F. Lenrocot, Chiel
Children's Hureau, Qept. of Labor
Washington, D. C. PLF/HY
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Decenber 24, 1941

Dear MHiss Lenrooti

Urs, focsevalt aske oe to tell you that
shes  nve your letter of Decezher § with lts en-
glosure to the President.

Very elnoerely yours,

Secretary to |
-8, Nocsevelt




RETURN TO MRS. ROOSEVELT
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

CHILDREN'S BUREAU
WMHINGTOH

December 5,1941,
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Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
0ffice of Civilian Defense
Waghington, D.C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevalt:

I am venturing to write you with reference to
the problems of the Children's Bureau relating to increased
staff to meet urgent defense needs. Our regional consultant
staff under the Soclal Security Act is called upon for a
great deal of service in relation to developing plans by
which State agencies of health and welfare may be able to
develop special services in certain defense communities.

Khile we are looking forward with great anticipation
to the contribution to the maternal and child welfare program
which can be made by volunteers, there must be a foundation
of professional service in order that volunteers can be trained
and supervised. Such a foundation is entirely lacking or
gravely inadequate in many defense commnities. |-

The Children's Bureau has had no increased funds
of any kind for defense activities. For the 1943 budget we
requested an increase of §1.7,640 for defense activities
under the Social Security Act. The bureau of the Budget
allowed $13,020 for this purpose. The Secretary of Labor
has addressed a letter to the Uirector of the Budget requesting
reatoration of $83,440, making a total increase for defense
activities under the Socisl Security Program of $96,460.

I have today had a long conference with the Assistant
Director of the Budget concerning this request. He is giving
it serious consideration and has said that he probably would
have to teke the item up with the President. If it would be
possible for you to mention to the President the needs of the
Children's Bureau for this service it would be greatly appreciated.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a memorandum to the
Director of the Budget containing illustrations of commnity
situations and of the service of Children's Bureau regional
consultanta, :

Sincerely 8
e N A
Eatharine F. Lenroot
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT /‘J
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET \%
WASHINGTOM, D, C.
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}‘ & y DEC 20 (a2

MEMORAWNDUM FOR MRS. ROOSEVELT:

Subject: Increase in the 1943 Budget allowance
for the Children's Bureau.

In connection with the request of the Secretary of
Labor for restoration of $83,440 in the 1943 Budget esti-
mates for the Children's Bureau, made the subject of the
attached memorandum of Miss Lenroot dated December 5, 1941,
the allowance for the Children's Bureau has now been in-
creased by $25,000 to be used for additional consultanta
in the field of maternal and child health and child welfare.

The Secretary of Labor was advised of the additional
allowance for the Children's Bureau on December 10, 1941.

1o



January 12, 1p42

Miss Katherine Lenroot
Children's Bureau
Washingten, D.C.




o & ; U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR .

CHILDREN'S BUREAU
WASHINGTON

5 Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Waghington, D. C.

Dear Mra. Roosevelt:

I have Miss Thompson's letter of December 23 referring
to Miss Keliher's letter concerning Lanham Act funds and the
day care progrem. I am very glad to give you briefly a pleture
of the situation as I see it and I would be very hapoy if I
might have a chanee to telk with you in the near future about
the day care situntion and the responsibility of wurious
Federal agencies with reference to the program.

You may have had direct reports from Mrs. Kerr or Dr.
Langdon with reference to the situation presented by the liquida-
tion of W.P.A. s it affects the nursery school program., In
recent conferences with [r. Langdon and in accordunce with
information being sent out by the Office of Defense Heulth and
Welfare Services after consultution with the Federal forks
Agency, inquirers are being advised that so far asg possible
Lanham Act applications for sssisting local communities in
financing work now being carrled on by the W.P.A. nursery
echools will be encouraged and sction on these applications
will be speeded up. There are serious difficulties in many
places with reference to the use of Lanham Act funds becausa
of the provieion of the Lanham set which reyuires thet there
be a showlng that locel finaneing would result in the imposition
of &n incresged excesolve tax burden or on unusual or excespive
incrense in the debt limlt of the texing or borrowling euthority.
¥rs. Kerr stated in a speech in New York City ctout two months
ago thet in her opinion New York City would not be eligible
for Lanhan Act funds.

In the meantime State plens are being developed and approved
under the allotment of 400,000 from Emergency Funds to the Office
of Defense Heelth and VWelfere Cervices for State ¢nd local planning
and administration and for supplementing the steff of Fedarel
agencies giving advieory service. Welfsre plens sre recommended
for approvel by the Children's Eureeu end education plens by the
0ffice of Education, end field consultation with the State
egencies is given by field stufi's from the Children's Buresu
and the Office of Educetion. The two sgencles sre working very
closely together :nd had a most profitsble joint staff meeting the
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first week in Uecember. To date eight plans subtmitted State
welfare departments end eeven submitted by State educutlon depart-
ments have been upproved, end plans are well under way in a number
of other States.

It is definitely indiceted, however, that & much brosder
¢nd more flexible besis for Federzl finencial essistence in
meeting needs promptly is necessory. For verlous reasons, in-
cluding finsncisl limitations, the Lenham Act 1s not appropriete
for the whole job. The Office of Defense Health end Welfare
cervices end the War Manpower Commission are now working on &
plan for early submission to the Buresu of the Budget which would
involve & substentially increased ellotment which would be avail-
able for both administretion end operations, the funds to be m:de
availsble to State egencies on approvel of plens by the Children's
Buresu end the Office of Education, snd the two egencies cuthorized
to provide direct cervice to local communities in ccoperation with
State ogencies pending the full development of State resources.
If this allotment cen be secured it ghould be possible to go forwsrd
very prouptly with effective service end to utilize the experience
snd resources built up under the W.P.A. rrogrom 2e an integral part
6f broed gommunity plens.

We ore, of course, emphasizing the importence of a wide
variety of leisure-time activities for children of echool ege &8
well as before snd after school care for such children, end cere
of children of preschool age.

If you would huve time to give me the opportunity of talking
with you some day about the progrem I should greatly appreciate 1t.

Sincerely yours,

Kathrarine F. Lenroot,
Chief



Jengary 11, 1943 | L/,

Dear Miss Lsaroot:

Mres. Hoossvelt msike ms to thank
you for your letter of Jamery 6th mad for
the papers you snolosed. Mrs. Roosevelt
will give this material to the Fresidant.

Very sinocersly yours,

deeretary to
Mrs, Roosevelt

Miss Katharine ¥. Lenroot
U.3. Departasnt of Labor
Children's Dureau
Washington, D. C.
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR (I
ICHILDREN'S BUREAU

WASHINGTON *1( L
January 6,1
ulc}!.
Mrs. Franklin D. Foosevelt 3 \
The White House -gf N

Washington, D.C.
[esr Mra. Roosevelt:

You will recall that I spoke to you the other dey sbout the day
care program end the plans that were being developed by the Office of
Defense Health and Welfare Services in cooperation with the Children's
Bureau and the Office of Education. I am enclosing herewith a copy of
the recommendations of the Office of Defense Health end Welfure Services
to the War Manpower Commigsion. I hope that the War Manpower Commigsion
will take action on these recommendations today end so give their endorse-
ment to these policies to the Bureasu of the Budget, Under this progrem
funds would be made available to Stute agencies on approval of plans by
the Children's Bureau and the Office of Educaticn.

If funds could be obteined under such & program I believe
thet the foundatlons already laid through grants from existing ewergency
funds for planning and administration could quickly be built upon to afford
an effective progrem of eservice that would be releted to other children's
services in the States and localities. The situstion has recently become
complicated by a letter from General Fleming dated December 26,1942, making
Lanham Act funds availeble on the besig of & 100% Federal contribution ex—
cept for fees, end Far Public Services Letter No.® dated December 18,1942
which cutlines the tyres of assistance which may be given through Lanham
Act funds, These are po broad as to involve services for which the Children's
Exz.u is responeible under the Social Security Act, sa well as ua:ﬁenn now being *
c ed on in the schools for whose development the Office of Fdueatlcn is re-
sponsible. Under this letter there would be serlous duplication of services
and virtuel nullification of the effectiveness of Federal snd State plenning
initisted and carried out under instructions contained in the President's
letter of August 28,1942 to the Director of Defense Health and Welfare Services.

The matter will have to be setiled by the Buresu of the Budget end
probably will have to reach the President before it is finally settled.

If you desire more detall in regard to any mspect of the problem
I ghall be glad to furnish it. You mipght be interested in the enclosed re-
port of progress as of December 10,1942.

Sincerely yours,

Ratlgriie. 2. focrooX

Katharine F, Lenroot
Fnel. Chief.
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