
' 

' 

LUCY RANDOLPH MASON 
1937 - 19113 ' 

' 



117 d ... r IUu Moooa1 

Vp •o \ be - J bow ao 
ft41o o:>a U.O\ .. 4. ')l.•tllo ... • haft ao 
-•1 t o llYa ...,.. llo-r, lr I dO 
p\ a IIOd-, l WU.l MINlJ IDtap JOU 

"'-· 

Miss Luey R. Usaon 
1-iauonal Consu.o.•a• LMB\!,• 

156 .Fir!h AYenue , t:YC -

I 

(; 

S:DD 

t. 



NATIONAL CONSUMERS' LEAGUE 

,.,,_ H_.,.,Pn~ 

Jou 0. W•••n, W~. D. C. 

116 firTH AVENUE 
NEW YOlK, N.Y. 

Jow• Ga.uu.w B1100x' ea.ww,, w .... 
Ylu.hii!Uall 

Nnnow D. B.a.aaa. a...&ud. OW. 
£uuun 8auMJ .. lhdt-, Wll. 
L& lhll ...... loe&M., ....... 

~·tM~~:..i~n~:::,:~~· D. C. 
AJ IU. lMWiiO. S. hu., hllMdpW., Pa. 
f ll.fl fJ.AMilrUI!;U.I o c...briU;1, lb.U. 
)fl.c."''"'Co...,lll•••· H•~•· N, Y. 
lt u . Jt. p, H,.r,.uu:, Lo9"vi11c, x.,. 
if~'.:' ~~"B.":tv•!::o~·a~..!::'v~· v. 
~ ..... W. L. N UaOOC:ll, BJn~l~t.~b&at. AI-. 
IJun R.. llhun, Wtlletkr, Wau. 
11u. fr...uuau: .SnMII.II, :\-York, N.Y. 
Mu. Fu.lfii:UII' D. Rooe.a¥'1.1.T, Wubiqtoo, D. C • 
.S.u.11u Sta.o.Ut, N- York, N.Y. 
Roun Su~.oo, Nc-• Yor\, N.Y. 
)Cu. ),1, Jl. Tullu\IU., Portl1od, Ore. 
Wu. Lt.vu C. Wtw .• .,. .. WulaJ~oo, D. C. 

'fW II W.U"IOitU QUIUII&aa' ~V& II &II' UU'CAnOifU 
w on·w&W'f fOUII' IC8 JW WU', 1199, TO &W&It:&• CIOW I VMI:U' 

IWT&IUT Ill' TMUI U:UOWIIIIUTY roa COfiiiTlOWI UJIIIU 

w • • c • CiOODI au M.U I •• • atn-anvna. 

Yro. Franklin D, Rooeevelt 
The White Boueo 
Waehington, D. c. 
Dear Mro . Rooeovolts 

You will recall that in 1936 Yolly Dewoon talked with you ~bout 
a contribution to the work of tho Lea&Ue and you said that your inooce 
from radio talks and other eourcoa waa all pledged for 1935, but that if 
you eoou.red a radio contract in 1936 you would give t ho League t3,000, 
Then in 1936 Molly reported to uo that you had not had ouch a contraot 
and oould not help ue at that timo, 

Now that the 'llt,y ia ,.gain open to you to tnnke r,.dio and other 
contracte we have hoped that you might oonoider inol uding the League in 
the organi•ationo to wf.ioh you so generously contribute, And eo, with 
muoh heai tetion I am Wl'i t1Dg to you on t bil eubjeotot I wish I could 
tell< to you instead, --

While the popula~ impres eion in these days i s ~:at "government 
will do it,• and support for priva.t·e agencies is no longer neoeesa ry, I 
am sure you agree with us tb&t non-governmental inStl"\lltlenta •for creating 
public opinion are still noeded in a democracy and that privat e organ­
i•atione can do some thingo impossible for government bodieo, 

'l'o give you a conorete illuotu.tion, F'ranoee Perk1na oalle 
l abor legielation oonferenoee which are of great voluo in promoting etate 
progremo, but thil orzt.ni• .. tion has given her tho naznea of key people to 
be invited in mOLDY etetee, and particularly in the South, After the con­
ference• government repreaentativee are not in a po$1t1on to form pressure 
groupo to eupport billa in etete legislatures, but the League is able to 
do thh, utilidng all the intereat etimulated by the conference i n which 
it participated, 

We work in oloeeat coopor,.tion with varioue divieiono of the 
U ,S, Department of Lebor • u well ae 111 th ote te bbor dep&rtmonte. llo 
aloo work with otata fedAiretione of labor, bringing to the support of 
oome of their p~greooiYe meaouree an entirely different group of people, 
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While we a re in active contact w1 tlt people in many eta tee, I he.ve 

!!;:: ::~·=~~~~: t::~t~~~g;:,!~!, ~:::r:,:~:i~~~n '!!t~~; s!~t!O:c!~r 
the l eading n ... p&per and m.sacine editora, and te1ohe~• or olaeeee in 
economlca and labor relatione. Through addreuee et et..t. eonterepoee 

1 of eooial work I h.t.ve eeoured e entirely n ew i nteree: t in behalf' of labor 
legielation among socl~l worker• . 

Not long e.go, George S, W.tohel l, of the Reeottlemont Admin­
istration, recently tra.nsferred from Waahi.ngton to Raleith, aaid in a 
letter to Ult ' 

"It ia &. greAt help to n111i; e.a I travel about1 the 
e vidence of th& lea.vonlng work that the Me.tiont.l Con­
aumere'e ' League hae dono in al l of the aouthero e:ta~a . • 

Thla week l had • letter fr<>m t he Cornmieaioner of Labor of' 
South Carolina e.sldng roe t ·o eOille to Columbit. as eoon a s possible t .o apeak 
at coocdttee hee.rin.ga on en eight-hour bill for 11'\Gn and women . Fride.y I 
shall be in Ralolgh worki ng up •upport for a oimilar bill in t ho North 
Carolina le~ialaturo . 

I am enolosing an art icle by the editor of the Richmond Ttmee­
Diepe.tch, with ldtolh I Mve worked intensively f or s everal yeb.r&,· and whoee 
pape r actively •~pports l abor and social legis l a t ion. I gave Nr. Dabney 
~ch ot the informetion for t his artiQle . I could send you ~ny o ther 
artiolee and paophl eta written by southerners in which much of the 
i rtfonoation came t ·rom thl~ office, bu t 1 will not bur den you with them. 

You oay have aeon Thomas Stokes ' aeries of a r ticles on southern 
industry in the World- Tel egram. He tolls me he aecured hia inforoation on 
t-he labor la:wa in the South from our cht..rte, ' 'lAbor l&ws of Twelve Southern 
St.a.te1 ." Without hesitation l oan ee.y th&t thoro is more inform•tion on 
labor laws and their enforcement in thia office than in any place i n the 
South . 

I am sure it is unnecesee.ry to tell you of the contribution the 
Lee.gue hac ma.de to the discueaiou or the pe..ralydng of the legiale.tive 
branch of governoent by restrictive court interpretations of the Consti• 
tut ion . You have seen our pamphlet, "Clarifying the Constit ·ution by 
Amendment, • which has bad wide oiroule.tion lllld wae rea.d i.nto t ho Congrea­
eional Record by Seno.t or na.gner. 

And now for our fine.ncea . Unlo ea wo ce.n raito a substantial 
amount in addition to membership duoe , the wor~ i s so crippled as to be 
lartoly ineffectual . Field trips ~vo to be given up, correapondenCo 
nesleoted for ~ao~ ot atenographic he lp, art1cloa r&ma.in unwritten 
beoaueo I typo my own lett .ere in t ho daily routine ot buainesa. In every 
way the work 11 hampered a nd threatened unleu we can aecuro addi tional 
income. I et&rt South today not knowillg whether the trip o&n be completed 
aa planned fo r lack ot funds. 
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It yo~ can mAtt & pl&ot for the Le&tue in your 1\tt ot ors&D• 
1&&t1ont we thall bt dttply ,r•tef"ul . Perhapt you will &ive me • chanot 
to ta.lk t o you before oom..lnt to a dtolaion . 1 would t o t.o dathlncton on 
ahort notice for th11 pl.lrpott . Mr-1. Mt.roonnler knows from ~ to day 
where 1 eh&ll be on th11 f1tl4 trip . 

Cordilllly yours, 

~~ 
Gener~l Secretar y 

L.Bihii!IB 

, 
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d~\M," ~~o.:h l.<M~'vwt~, 

SOUTHE,RN EMPLOYERS AND 

LABOR REFORM 

Virginius Dabnry ( ~JJr ~ ·... P.iJ,,, .,vHit 
':! v .. ; • ~<tJcl, )- b" · 

t-o· ~"l6... ~~~ft., e fo t • .J..r) 

THE SlTUAnoN which exists currently io the South- with respect to tbe 

estabUshmtnt of dvilized labor standards, collective bargaining, and the 

development o( ao appreciable social awareness-£$ not particularly heart· 
enJng, although there are a few sjgns and portents which lead one to indulge 
the hope that better things may be in the offing. Rdorm in this sphere has 

been a gradual process in all countries; hence, the slowness with whif 
results are being obt.a.Ined in the Southern states is not necessarily ground 

for serious d.iscouragement. 
I had occasion last winter to observe at close range themodut optrandi 

of the Virginia Manufacturers' Association. an organization wbich sbares 

with similar bodies in other states the chid responsiblllty lor the back­
wardness or Dixie in the field of industrial relatioashlps. The Virginia 

Legislature was considenng a program calling lor social seC1Jrity and 
improved labor laws. Important Jtems were partJeipation in the FedeJal 

system of unemployment insu,rance and old...age pensionsJ passage of an 
eight-hour bill for women in indU$try, a minimum wage bill for women 

and minors, UberaUzation of the workmen's compensation law, and passage 
of a law requirirag fire-escapes on all factories two stories high. 

Every single one of these biUs failed of passage, and by far the major 
share of the respon!ibility lies at the door of the Virginia Manufacturers' 

Association. Tbe rnembers of tiU!I group of industrialists are no more 
callous than tbelr conjr~res in other sections of the South. Not a few of 
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them, ind<td, • .., kindly ODd ...U-dispoled men in lheir priY11te caJl"dtlts 

whom. I am glad to count as my friends. But organiz.td for the defense of 

what they consider their prerogative to preserve the statws quo in Virginia 

industry, they are the very quintesse:nce or BourbonJsm and reaction. 

Tb<y fought parlldpatlon in the federal unemploymeot insurance 

program with every weapcm at their command, ODd 1uoceeded In their 

objectlvt, over the opposition or Governor Pury. The consequence b 

that 10me $9,ooo,ooo probably will be paid out by them to the Federal 

Government in the next two ~.ars, notll «nt of which wlll return to Vir­

ginia. Tbty cWm that lhe Federal Soda! Security Att Is unconstltutlo""l 

ODd thol th<y can avoid making any payments until the Supreme Court 

passes on the question. Ooth cl~ms are of dubious vtt.lidhy, but even If they 

were not, tne violent opposition o.f the Virginia indu_ltrialists to jobless 

insura.oce reflects littlt: crtdit on tbt.ir lnttJligence or their lii)e.raUsm. 

This same group of manufacturers defeated the cigbt·bour bill for 

women, although it passed the House by fifty-tight to thirty and eont•lned 

numerous exemptions lor industries operal.ing under special circumstances. 

Unable 10 advance any tffectlve arguments against this thoroughly reason· 

able ODd humane l.g;.Lition, whicb wu to ha.-. rrpbctd a law ~ring 

women in industry passed in 1890, the association's spokesmen could only 

repeat the monotonous ehol'us, uoon't shBckJe usl" The indusulaHst.s 

admiued that in the vut majority of lnstanoco they are operating eight 

hours or less at the prestnt lime. Opposition tO the bill was led In lhe 

Legislature by a member who is a manufacturer, and whose attitude was 

sucdncdy expressed in htsstatement that he could not see uwhy so many 

women worry about the hours of labor or other women who have jobs., 

This gentleman led the &gbt on unemployment insurance, saying that 

advoc:atts or such insurance rtm.indtd hlm of those 11otd maids and okl 

bachelors" wbo try to tell married people •'how to ra.ise a ramDy." Another 

promlntntlegblalor strongly opposed the eight-hour bill lor women on the 

ground that II would "d .. troy Virginia business bocause indu!lrlts In 

North Carolina work _...n ~nand twelve hcurs." This Is partially lncor· 

rect, since the maximum day for women i.n North Carolina indUJtry ls 

tleven hours, but the argument wu etrectlve, nevtrtheles.s. 

• 
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The minimum wage bill was not even lntrodu~. the opposition was 

10 strong. There 'fas a proposal that the mrudmum payment of workmen's 

compensation insurance be raised from fourteen dollars a week, the lowest 

In the entire South (Arkansas and Mississippi have no workmen's com­

pen'ftlon law), to sixteen, but the man11facturers set up Lheir accus­

tomed plea that any such increase would be disastrous to them. Just why 

Virginia manufacturers can afford a maximum of only fourteen dollars, 

whereas those of Florida can alford eighteen and those of South Carolina 

twenty-five, bas never been satisfactorily explained. True, some believe 

Virginia's administration of 0,., law to be the most efficient and inteUi­

gent In Lhe South, and the state has a higher minimum Lhan a good 

many otbtrs, but does that justify a fourteen-dollar mrudmum? At the 
recent session, the Virginia Manufacturers' Association also defeated pro­

posals for liberalizing the workmen's compensation law in Lhree other 

respects. None of Lhe four proposals even got out of committee. 

The fact that the Virginia Legislature failed to give Lhe Federal 

Government any coOperation in the field of social security should not, 

M n matter of fact, he considered particularly surprising, for the South as 

a whole has been slower to grasp the necessity for this type of law Lhan any 

other section, and is showing less inclination to join with the Federal 

authorities in making their program effective. Similarly, it is not astonishing 

that the women's eight-hour law was defeated, for no other Soulhern State 

bas such a law. Miss Lucy R. Mason, who led the fight for the bill with great l -

energy and ability, hoped that if a biU of Ibis lUnd could be passed in 

Virginia, other legislatures below the Potomac would follow suit. But the 

unbending conservatism of the region aune into play, and although the 

House passed the measure by a substantial majority, it was killed in a 

Senate commillee. 
The attitude displayed by the Virginia Manufacturers' Association 

toward Lhis and similar legislation is oo new thing. It is the usual attitude 

of Southern industrialists, who frequently take their cue from the Southern 

States Industrial Council, formed io the early days of the Roosevelt Admin­

istration by Mr. John E. Edgerton, who operates a woolen mill at Lebanon, 

Tennessee. Manifestoes from Lhis organization dilate at ogreatlength upon 

the Importance of protecting "free and independent labor of the Soulh" 

28r 
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from 11tbe domination of a minority organi:.ation"--evidently the Ameri­
can Federation bf Labor-and from the wile:; of "outside agitators.." 

It specifically affirms "lhe right of any group to organize in lawful 
ways for lawful purposes. to be lawfully pursued/' but negleds to e:xplain 
why so many Southern industrialists fi re any workingman who lawfully 
joins a union and lawfully persuades others to do so. Mr. Edgerton, who 
probably is thoroughly convinct<l that the A. F. or L. is one of the most 
pernicious agencies in this country, is famous for the paternalistic a rrange­
ments in his Tennessee mill, where the work day always begin.s with a 

patriotic song, a prayer, and Sible reading. These religious exercises have 
brought about a situation, be says, where " the employees go to their work 
with love and goodwill in their hearts and a song upon their lips." 

Prayer, in so rarns 1 am ndvi.$cd, is not on the agenda of the Friedman~ 

Harry Marks Clothing Company in Richmond, but in other respett'i its 
management seems completely in sympathy wilh the doctrine! of Mr. 
Edgerton nnd his Southern States Industrial Council. The Amalgamated 
Clolhing Workers' Union sought during mQSt of J 93$ to unionize this 
garment factory. As in the ease of the Tubize Cb.atillon rayon plant at 
Hopewell, Virginia, the previous year, emp1oye.es were disc.h!lrged for 
union activity, and when the NAtional Labor Relations Board ordered 
their rejnstatement, the management refused to oomply. It conl.tnded that 
the Wagner-Connery Act is unconstitutional, and also that the board is 
without jurisdiction. At the same time, it announced that the ea..ss- would 
be cardtd to the United Statt$ Supreme Court. H necessary. Despairing of 
getting a decision before hundreds of employees bad been discharged, and 
fearing tbe Wagner-Connery Act might ultimately be declared in contra· 
vention or the organic law, the Amalgamated found it necessary to abandon 
itJ eJJort in j anuary of this year. Violence was lacking, but otherwise the 
altitude of the c::ompany was In the tradition or Marion and Gastonia and 
Harlan. Another Southern employer had smashed an e.ffort at unlonitation, 

' and thereby had kept wages down. 
A fundamental issue raised by sueh an episode"" this Is whether the 

apparent collapse of Federal efforts to enforce colle<tivc bargaining In 
the South will not lead to a great lnOux of fndustri., paying low wages 
ond operallng under sweatshop standards. The difficulties in the way or 
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enforcing S«tion 7 (a) and the Wagner-Connery Act have been consider­

ably g reater in the South than anywhere else, doub!lm because or Dixie's 

well~ntrenched anti-union tradition. The con~ue~~CH are now upected 
to be smous both for the North and the South. If there is an exodus of 

industries from the North, It will mean thousands upon t.bousands more 

unemployed in that section, while the arrival of such industries in the South, 

with its great surplus of unskilled workers, will probably debase the already 

low wage scale, augment the large body of exploited labor, and cootribute 

to the economic maladjustment of the region. 

It is a curious fact that manufacturers in this and other countries have 

usually seemed to be incapable of grasping the desirability of making 

important voluntary concessions to their employees. There have been, and 

there are, exctptions, of course. For example, after decades of the harsbest 

kiod of criticism from humanitarians and tho press, the American textile 

optrators sought voluntarily in 193oand 1931 to limit hours of work for all 

employees and to abolish night work for women and minors. Not more than 

eighty-live ptr cent of the industry could be induced to sign the agreement, 

but the effort was contmcndable, nevertheless. 

It cannot be denied, however, that the attitude of manufacturers is 

customarily the same the world over. Witness the career of the great 

British reformer, Lord Shaftesbury. He began his assnult on Britain's 

industrial fraternity in 1833· and continued unromittingly for ball a cen­

tury, until ht bad brought about a revolution in the industrial life of his 

country. 1t seems unbelievable that the manufacturers of any supposedly 

civilized land could have worked children live yonrs of age from 5 "-"· 

to 8 P.M., or somewhat older children from J A.w. ·to 9 P.W. It seems 

incredible that these children could have been beaten with straps by brutal 

overseers when they failed to work at top speed, or lhnt parents could 

have borrowed money from factories to sptnd at grog shops, mortgaging 

the work of their little ones for weeks and mooths in advance, at jrtJm nin~­

pe,.te ttJ • shillint • w<d, but this bapptned also. Even more barbarous, 

if possihl<, wort the conditions of labor for children in the mines, where 

they toiled long hours for infinitesimal wages, shut out from the sunlight, 

cramped in narrow corridors, and were forced to pull eoal cars lilce beasts 

of burden and were frequently beaten and frequently killed or injured. 
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Boy• and girls who labored in these infernal hell-holes became prematurely 
stunte_d and old. Tbe joy and buoyancy of youth was denied them, for 
when they emt!rgcd from the pits at the-end or the long day, they were 
too exhausted to join in the games o{ their more fortuoate feUows. 

Such was the picture which presented itself to Sha!tesbury. And wbat 
was the attitude of the iodustrial magnates of Great Britain toward his 
efforts to ameUorate these unsp<akably ghastly conditions? They sought 
by every means in lbeir power to lhwart him, and their arguments, when 
read today, sound for aU lhe world as though they had been presented to a 
Southern Jcgi.slature in the twentieth century by a group of Southern manu­
facturers! It was unjus t and unfair to interfere wjth industry; legislation 

em such a suOject would curtail individual liberty; those who desired 
reform were meddlers, fakes, and fraud_s, and were actuated by selfish 
motives; curt.a.Hmt.nt of hours, improvement of working conditions, a nd 
the fixing or minimum age limits for children would ruin iodu.stry. 

John Bright and Sir Robert Peel almost exhausted their large vocabu· 
!aries In de.noundng Lord Shaftcsburfs Ten Hours DiU, and it w:.u 
solemnly assCrted that passage or the measure would mean reversion to 
barbarism (sic). The bill was passed, nevertheless. Then came tbe MinC:!i 
and Collieries Ac:t, and it was bitterly e:.:coriated by spokesmen for the 
miniJlg interests, who said, or course, that its passage would doom the entire 
mining indust ry. One opponent declared that uhundreds of children would 
be thrown out or employment, and hundreds of families driven to the 
workhouse.'' He added that as a county magistrate, he would " not be 
responsible tor the public peace H the bill were carried into effect in its 
present shape." As passed, the bill worked nothing less lhan a revolution in 
conditions in the British mlne5. And it goes ~thout saying that the dismal 
troakings of the ooal ba.rons that their industry would be destroyed, were 
not realized. 

It has been well said Lhat .. Britain today is a different country because 
of Shaftesbury's life." There is a memorial to him in Piccadilly Circus, 
London, buill entirely from public subscription, an earnest of the esteem 
in which thb great benefactor of manltind is held by the masses o! hio 
countrymen, whose lot was so vastly improved when be carried their cause 
to victory over the implacable o~ition ot their employers. 

> 
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The conditions under whlch children worked in England wbt:n 

SbaltHbwy bfcan bls long &gbt were DOl duplicated in thiJ country, but 

the ahuadon ln America was ctrtainly bad toough, and tbt attitude or our 

IIWIUI&eturers - •ub!tantlAIIy the u.me. Almost all o r thtm fought the 

humanltari:tns who tndeavottd to obtain the pa:ssact of resubtory legis· 

laLion, lhe invariable plu. being that If little ebDdren wece taken out of the 

mills and factories, it would striowly burt busioes~. 

The Mtuatlon wAS extrtnlely bad In tbe South at lhe turn of the present 

oen1ury. In ti)OO, no fe-.·er than :zJ.t,OOO children between tt.tt and fi.rt«n 

years of age were employed In indu!IMy ln the ftfteen Southern and bordtr 

states. At the beginning of 1903. the number ~f tt:xtHe operatives under 

fourteen in the South was put at Jo,ooo, whh l01000 under twelve. 

A concerttd drive for the ~.actmtnt of c.hUd labor laws by Llae vnd oua 

Southern states was bunched at this time, whb such men as Edgar Ga.rdntt 

Murphy o r Alabama and Dr. Alexonder J. McKelway or Vlrgini•ln lead· 

ing ~ ... Murphy said with mpec~to the ~th•tly appalling conditions 

In mllny fac tories and rniHs: 11 l have ~nand photogrnphed children of six 

aod seven years who "'"trt at labor in our factories for tweh·e and thirteen 

hours a do.y • • • I hnve seen them witll their little fingers mangled by 

nt3ehJnt:ry and their little boditj numb and li.!Lless wlth exhaustion.'' 

Whc:n thos.e who wtshtd to put nn end to these b:ubarities pr~nttd 

child Jabor bills to the respective law·rnaking bodies o r the Sou the I'll ~tat~. 

Murphy asserttd 1h.1t reprtstntativts ol the manufacturers 44 thron_sted 

the lobbies •.. in the crrort to defeat such nn elementary measure ns the 

prohibiting of fKtory labor for cllikfrt:n undtr twelve.u The prohibition of 

such Jnbor would de;"'.l a severe blow to Southern prosperity, they clam· 

orG<JJiy declared. Manufacturers who one day deni<d that the number or 

children under twelve in factories wru~ large enough to mnke any difference, 

descendtd on the capitol the nat in a dekrmined tfforc. to defeat a b ill 

prohibiting •uch l•bor. OWing to the uncompnxniW>g attitude or the 

fndu>trilll pottntat .. , the roc. o r thlld labor rtalltod thnt 3 lwtiYc·yeor 

limit wa.s the best whitb could be obtain.td. 

By the end of 1903, nearly every Southern state had some 50rt or 

child labor law on ilO bonks !0< the ftrst time, thanks to the determined 

t.fforta of Murphy, McKeJway, and their eo--worbn. Th~ laws were, or 
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course, wbolly illJidequate, but they "'preoented a distinct advance. Their 
pa>Nge was faciLitated to 50111e extent by the fact that vlrtWIIly all the 
loglslatlon was adopted within the space of two or lhrte ytars, and it was 
thtrdore difl\cult lor many Southern states to claim that thty were being 
placed at a disadvantage in oompeting with neighboring states which bad 
no child labor laws. 

It would S«m that there is a lesson here for those of UJ today who wish 
to secure the pas<~(• of more enligbteocd labor laws in the South. Great 
dlfficullies stem in the way of ratification or Lhe Federal Child Labor 
Amendment by ru1y more Southern legislatures, but a concerted drive 
on those legislatures for more stringent state l&wo having to do with boih 
women and chlldl'en in industry, sbould bring results. Why, for ~umple, 
Gl\nnot tl105e who (rwor a.n eight·hour Jaw for women lnuneb a cOOrdinated 
campaign throughout Dixie? A process of education and propagonda will 
undoubtedly be neceMOry, if results'"' to bo achieved. Preosu"' will have 
to bo applied In thtltglslativt districts, and the propooed law will bavt to 
bt mad< an issue when the mw·makers are elected. Candid#tts sh011ld bt 
committed in advance, if poMible. P~e of a reasonable slatute in a 
numbt:r of statn the same year would tend to dtprive opponents of the ., 
argumm1 that a limitation on hours of labor for women in one atate would 
place that s.tate•s industries undtt a b.andiap in competition with its 
noighbors. 

It is noteworthy that when the eight-hour taw was tnttOdueed at the 
rectnt sa.sion of the Virginia Legislature, opponents in the v11riouJ dl!* 
t rict5 were far more a.ctive in writing and wiring their rcpresentntlvts than 
proponents. VariouJ members said that wbert.M they had been lmpor· 
tuned by mony oonsUtuont. to oppose the legislation, not one &Ingle oon· 
ultucnt hRd nsktd them to vote £or it. This was obviously due to the fact 
thl'tt there was no organiutJon in the districts to stimulate activity on bthalf 
or the bill, wbtreas the Virginia Manufacturero' AMOGiatlon was aggr<s­
sivtly ltadlng the oppoeition and having Its membtn abower tht!r repre· 
Stntatlves with protests. The answer would seem to lie In the formation 
of an agtney In every Southern •ts"' wbkh will -t. to make proponents 
of socially deslrablt ltglslatlon more articulate. Such an organization bas 

286 
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just been formed in Virginia, and there are agencies In one or two other 

states wbJch can P"rbaps address themselves to the same problem. 

C ) . 
I • 

But It would -m essential that each state group secure sufficient 

funds to finance at least a part-time secreta\')', lor the detail work involved 

In such an OP"rntion is too burdensome lor anyone who has a lull-time job 

already. Another important consideration is that the liberals io every state 

must coOP"rate wholeheartedly with union labor, II results are to be 

achieved. In the North, the liberals alone are frequently strong enough 

to secure the passage or progressive legiolation, and so b union labor. 

In the South, on tbe other band, neither group can hoP" to succeed without \ 

tbe other. Consequently, the closest collaboration ls prerequisite to success. 

A substantial elemeot ol tbe Southern press can be counted on to sup­

pon such a movement. S~g lor Virginia, I can testily that at least a \ 

doun or the state's foremost paP"rs coO!"'rated in the rectnt campaign lor 

better legislotion governing women in industry. In all likelihood, a similar 

story could be told in a number or other states, II a drive for a reasonable bill 

were launched.-

It is not my thought that every Southern employer is an ogre, or that 

even n majority ol them are ogres. I have not tried in the foregoing pages 

to paint a picture in black and white, with the industrinlists of the South 

tinted a midnight hue. There are plenty ol good men among them. But they 

do things in the mass which they would not countenance os individuals. 

They allow asociations to which they belong to adopt attitudes toward wage 

and hour lt"gislation and toward unionization which are not only callous 

and cruel, but shortsighted into tbe bargain. 

How can a continuation or the near·pauP"r wage scale and the unrea­

sonable hours which prevail in so many Southern industries work to the 

ultimate advantage of the South as a whole, or to that or its industrialists? 

It is coming more and more to be recognized that the maintenance or 

prosperity is intimately linked with the maintenance or purchasing power. 

Some governmental or other agency is needed to ftx a bottom lor wages and 

a limit lor hours, to the end that farsighted en>ployers ean maintain decent 

standards and thereby bring a sounder prosperity to the region and the 
country. 
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Now that the Wagner-O;mnery Act is expected to be declar«/ uncon­
stilulion:U by the Supreme Court1 c.he South, long the most socially back­
ward region of America, is about where it wns. in 1932, in so far as collective 
bargaining is concerned .lOne may argue, indeed, with a cectain pJausibiHty, 
th.ctt its position has in $0me respects grown worse under Lhe New Deel For 
technological improvements in late year$ have thrown thousands out o( 
employmcot, and at the same time, the removal of industries from tbe 
North to the South, because of the inferior labor s tandards below the 
Potomac, is going forward at an accelerated pace1 in view of the fact that 
Southern workers no longer enjoy the Federal protection they thougbtlbey 
bad two ye.ars ago. Thus the Southern worker is being thrown out of a job, 
o n the one hnnd, because o£ technological advance!, and i$ being ~xploited, 

if he has work , on the other, while the Northern worker who had a job in 

a Northern factory or mill, goes on the bread line when that ractory or 

mill moves to Dl.x:ie. 

Jt stems hnrd ly necessary to· argue: that the lime has come when the 

South must bestir itseU on behalr of detent wagcsJ hours, a nd conditioiU 

or labor lor its soM aod daughten. A campaign such as the foes of child 
labor broughtt.O a successful conclusion more than thrte decades ago must 

be organized. The opposition from reactionary employers must be sulr 
merged in a popular demand for more civiUzed standards. 

>8& 

) 
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11:7 d.o&r ..... -· 

!!wlk 1001 ftlY """h tor yav l ett.r. 

Lo_, llwt t whb 7011 !.he lleot ot luck I• 

tlra. Lucy Randolph llaoon 
• Can WatiCIMJ. eop ....... . Le.•gu• 

1S6 Fittb f'~Jl,.,. 
Jl'C 0 
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1NATIONAL CONSUMERS' LEAGUE 

IGt; AFfH AVENUE 
I 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Urs. f rankl i n 0, P.¢oaevelt 
Th• V~i te l!ou.. ,.!'I 1 · 
Waahiugton, D. c. 

J •u1.., 20 , 1937 

SfJcanse of IffY cordial crmtaoh witl1 you I 'i'l'tlnt to t ell 

you that I am 1 ~a rl nt; tho L'l•l!'uO thi.s vteok to te.kl'l 1\P worl.: vt1. th 

th~ Committ~o fo r lrtdustr\al 01"caniuUon in a.n in torpr·otatlvo 

or publio re1atione C·Bpao ity. ~·or tho presen t my ht)sdquartora 

will be i n the South , probably i n Atlanta . 

I hope t hat t hd Coneurnors'' Lc.Q..:;tt.et will .JOan o.., 1 n t-

~oe jtion to a nnounc e my auoc escor. 

The occasi ons v1hen my wor k h rour;:ht rno i n I)Ont-!'1-t>t with 

you ht've alwoya tiven teo p1ea.suro a nd I vonturt> to hope thtit our 

p$ths m.y crosa often i n the future. I t:n. ·'"~ A r;.r ca.t o.('-'fllra.tioo. 

tor what you a r e 1\nd de , e nd ('or your p\lbUo influe»ctJ • 

LRU,liEB 

. /\ I 

l 
•/'. 

. ~~ 

tvr 

I 

I 
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Oot<>ber ;o.), l 'J)7 

• 

DMr llh· llooon• 

~ UIJtak• t or Mendt.D,g M tt. eopy 

or )'OUI" letter about th• •1tuot1on tn 

Tlll'Olo, llh aieei]>!d. I r~..d I~ wlt.b fTO<Jt 

1t1th OV81'J' Roocl wiob, ! u 

f e J7 aiDO.,..),y 7<>'86 > 

•.tr e • L11ey R.Lndol ~ !Ltts.on 
l!YJ AtlM1.3 :l«tloNil blag . 
Atlant.tl 
Georgi~\ 

0 

Letter ~o~ent on 
to t ho Presiaent. 
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LUCY RANDOLPH MASON 

~.w-\. 9w.o. ~: I 
... 

SJ~ tUL !~>.w- ~ oTd­
~· ~ k.J,..:t._ ~ 

JJ~ 



, .-.,. 7. 19.)11 

ltro·. lbon•••lt - • intereated to ba-.. 
yo~ l atter ot FtbNA17 1 &Del Ml JlTen 1t to 

tbe ""tldtnt to ..ad. Sbe alllotd • to \ell 
)'IN that llhe will be ln Atlante tor tbo ""ttlnc 
at U. CtorJla ~-(Jrban .....r.J>n krcll 29. 
tr rou art tbtre a t tho u.., J"Gi":'&rl 11 )'Oil 

would lib to c- to "" bar or to ...,..It -
pol& t o that )'OU ..,ulll lito to cot o-..r tot bat. 
croup, 

!11\l.Tlna r, tlcbtld ... 
Secretary to 
Jlrtt. J\ooeeYelt 

0 



... ~ 1N ~· )/1..t.-~ 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAaHIN,CITON 

l'eb. 15, 19:l8 

This letter ho.a heen 
ans...,red. llrs. Ro03o'felt SIIJS to 
g1Ye It to the Pros14ent to read. 

Ploneo return I t to 
llr. Mel!"• • s Otf1ce when the President 
1a t hrough w1 th 1 t. 

II.T .S. 

I 

( .J- "' 



LUCY RANDOLPH MASON 

Uro. Pranklin D. Roooovelt 
Tho white Houee 
Waohington, D. o. 

Dear Mre. Roooevolto 

,.,., ... , ... ,. ......... 

I am glad to have tho letter of February 7th from ~~·• Scheider 
aaying t hat you wore intorootod in tho letter I wrote from Oolumbuo. I 
do not romombor much of what wont in that lottor, but I romombor ~ horror 
over the iabor situation thoro. TIOO loot by two to ono tho election 
i n tho Eagle and Phenix Mill which took place while I wao t horo, but tho 
Labor Board of i t o own initiative hao declared tho election void bocauoo 
of intimidation, coercion and t ho voting of many omployoo in a warohouoo 
wl~ wore not to bo included in tho mill vote. Another election will bo 
hold later. Tho paporo joined vociforouely in tho pre-election campaign 
to fr-ighten tho workoro. 

Indood, I would like very much to eeo you before you opoak hero 
t on March 29th if that 1e poooiblo. Mro. Scheider oayo that you "wonder 
if I would .like to come to aee you or to auggoot oomo pointe that I would 
like to got over•. 

Could I ooe you hero before you opoak, or would you like me to 
como up to WaohingtonT That trip ie expensive, but would be worth while 
if that is what you OUggOot~. 

You c&n help tho labor· eituation in tho South tro~ondouely by 
saying something about your boliof in labor unione and your long aeoooiation 
1fi th tho Women 1 e Trade Union League. Tho economic ytluo of uniono and how 
they not only raioe the standard of living for their memboro, but help to 
stabi l ize industry and eliminate unocrupulouo competition noodo to bo om­
phooizod hero. 

Tho rolationohip botwoon farmoro and induotrial wage oarnore ie 
another good point. Hero in tho South whore malnutrition~. groatoot, 
poverty moot extreme , and health deficiency groatoot, thoro ia obvious need' 
of more purchaoing power on t ho part of wage oarnoro oo that they can bu:y 
what farmoro produce. On tho oppooito oido of tho picture io tho nood 
to divoroity crepe and raieo locally more food. 

Have you aeon Howard Od11Dl1a 1Southom Rogiono 1 T It 1o tho moot 
oxht.uetivo atudy of a region that hao boon -do in thio country. No digoeto 
of thia book are in tho lout adequate, but I am eending you ono of them -
'The South1 a Place 1n tho Nation•. Aloo o. copy of a talk I -.do to tho 
Federation of SottlGOnto in 19~. Thio talk 110tt pedal• ~ critioiau of 
tho South booauoo it wao made to a national group and tho o~ry wont out 
to all oottlomento. I can cri ticioo tho South ao oovoroly ao I ploaoo 
when in 1 t and talking or writing to oouthom people, but tho unpardonable 
offence io to criticioo it outoido or to tho root of tho nationl 



' 
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I roalho t.hat you ..... t bo oarot'lll and poUt.o 1n •tat :you MY 
but &1llf ineldental rotorenco to un1oM and their nluo • 111 bo ho~jlftl. 

Ao I • roto Molly not. long 0401 tho only hopo tor progrosoi•o 
4ollll0cracy in t he Sout.h 11oa in the lower oeono.S.~ groupe - pe.rtioul arly 
tho ngo oornor. Tho po• er holding group , moaning tho copit&Uoto and 
-.nutaoturera and bui1Mee men, u·e diet.inctly reactionary .r~ •• a 
rule oppoeed to the proeent. Adminietration, whateTor Up •orvice they 
•r ghe a . 

In tho econo.lc Dlcldlo claee opinion le varied. Ma.n)r pe\,ple 
ardently aupport tho Preeident. and hie pol1o1ee , an;y othere take the-ir 
op1n1ou from the South' • •econo:aic royaliat·• '• On a •oW ot the aiddle 
olaee l lone , however, the Preeident and aoet ot hie po11c1ee would pro­
bably car~ the South. In the upper layer or eociety he would loee. 

Acong the ~ and til e ot thoee in the l ower oconomio groupe, 
both 1n tho cltloo and on the land, tho President io odored. Yet this 
io tho group eo l or&oly diofranchiood by tho poll tax roquiroconto of 
eight aout.hern eta toe. I baTe been colleot.1ng cat.erial on the poll tax 

a.nd ita ottect - which 1a to ro~ etatea 1 de..-elopMnt in every •Y· 
The ehlef hope in oe.rly reton11 Uea';iM n.- ••ie ot repreeenta.t.io~ 1n 

Part.y Convention., uling the nucber or vot.oe eaet. for t.he Do=ocn.tie 
candidateS in the preceding el ection rather than population. 

wq~je coneervat.ive e w111 probably aoon begin t o advocat.o r e:moval 
or tho pol~• a proroquie i te to voting 1n order to 1noreaa• the South ' • 
power in party convent ione, I believe that the entranchiee~ caeeee will 
wrn the South 1nto 1:10re progreea1•' c,_Mole and c~e the type ot our 
poUti~l l ooderahip . Tbio 1o rq hope and a ho,. .., .. Ukely 1'1ll1'illod 
it the saaa production induetriea 1 eepec1ally lextilea, are ortanlzed eo 
tlat tho un1ono haYO real otrength . 

In other worde, tho fUturo of a liberal or progroeaive el eoent 
in the Democratic party doponde eo tar ae the South 1a concerned in greater 
political power for wage earner• and tenant• • fhe unione being formed 
hero ~ the OIO a!'til1otoo offer ouoh aore hope in thlo 41rootion than do 
the old 11no orat"t unlone. )(y own etat.e, Virginia, i a an excellent ex­
oaple o!' thio , with tho Stato Federation of Labor tacitly oupportin& Gl ... o 
and lyrd, while t.he Dinera and now text.ilo and garcent work1r1 uniona are 
proYlng ptlitieolly in4opondant. 

You w'ill eoaroely taTe t.U. to rM.d more. Let me know wlw.t you 
thlnlc about. rey eee1ng you - and when and whore . Or, 11 there other and 
more dot&ilod information you would like by l et.torl 

I OJ> now in t.n apa..U..nt houoo IIIOJ1A&ed by llro. 8 . 11. Boyldn, who 
odito tho Georgia PO&• ot the llomoorotio f .-n1 o paper. 8ho 1r•tly oclal.rot 
:rou. the Prooidont, lloll)" and a-tor C!!ome l Dooon ' t ... the inoc:apo.ti­

bility. Wi obeo tho Pret id .. t bod a ppo1n\o4 Geor&• t.o tht 8upr ... Court -
nner\hel•• • ahe ie a ~1ne , honeat. wo..n an4 I like her. 

Oor41ally yourt 
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EXTRACTS I'ROI! ARTIOI..& ON ' DO POLL TAX LAf S l i.USN Till l OUTH' , 

BY 80<m1 lllONIY 
THI T!XAS I!BitLT 

•Tho South may • • well recof nizo that 1~ penAlise• iteolt 

by eonUnu1~ tho poll t.t.x ban • 

• • • • • I. 

• tn any evont, wiedoo dicta tea a courae of t.rytnc. t.o cake the South' 1 

voice etrongor . Ancl et rongt h h Cl ... eured noMd&yl in •ot.e.. O&n the 

South attord. under a~ch cireu:etancte, to cling any l onser to & policy 

wbich, whatever itt cer lte .. y oneo have been, koept ~lllona ot 1~• 

oitlzone r r om votingt• 

•••• 
•rro: now on , r eprooent.at.ion ot t.hG aoveral 8tat.oe et t.ho national 

convention ot the Oo=oeratic Party •ill not bo computed on tho tor=4r baela 

ot t.ot.al populat ion. In the fl.l't.l.ll'O, tho taot.or detorm1n1na tho tiU,Ilbtr ot 

delezatea and votee hold by each State will be the ~ber of votes t he 

St.ate caet tor tho O.oocratic candidates in the preceding Prel1dont1al 

olc ot1 on. That t"aot ie a very VA lid I'Oaeon for tho Stat.o1 at1ll retain­

in& the poll tax roq~ro=en£ to &1Yo cor~idtration now to tho question 

ot abandoning lt . The intlu,nco ot the South in t.ho Deeocratlo Party ia 

oort.in to bocom!) ever weaker u.nleee oomething i e dono to inoroaeo tho 

r~ bor of eiti~en. • ho ; o ~ the poll•· ' 

':Jt.A... ~ ~ ~ ~:d .....A.~ - J ...uuL 

·.:r ~ -ltu )v-tl-~ ~ ~ c-~. 
~ 
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ftal DGD ttM\a YUM tc otltlbln 
.... ·~ '-llsc aslt•'-'· .. to 1-, 
1 mow o1 prtftta I*'Pl• - ,..... do1118 that 
- 'bat I clollM lt ~ -.-nt -14 be 
wt.lUDR to 4o ""• I "lair llr. 01-oe 1. 
Piollnt o1 the -rlau 1'11- a.moe c-
111- OO>)A poat U7 Clle ta -h •llll tile 

·--~. 

!.ll•• Lucy R""dolph !.l .. on 
421 Atl anta National Bu1ldlllg 
Atlnnte., ('.oore in D~ 



~.t.~., _ ..... v .. ....., ... 
•w•~ ., ......... ••••••••"'•~ 

Mra. Franklin D· Roooovolt , 
Tho fhi to llouoo, 
l ashin&ton, D. c. 

Dear ~ •• Rooeeveltt 

. ,. ,. ... 

January 25, 19}9• 

~1 
. . , A'I"L.AN1'"AIIIAT!e MA .. . loi i '-~ ~~~­

A~ ..... Il0 .. 8 1A 

About ~wo yeare ago you , Yruncie Perkinn, !~lly Oeweon, Secretary 
Hull, and othoro grooUy aided in ma.k1ng 1t pooo1blo for Dr . Julio V.oyor 

to leave Oen:ar.y and como to Hew York:. She t ·elle CMt that it wae the in­

f"luertce or you r noM which really roeult.ed in Uurea.borg: pollee &uthor1t.lee 

lottint her vioit tho .....,r1can Conoul and got her viae. She .... tho object 

ot oepoci&l euoplelon because ehe hacl aided eo a».f\Y Jewe to l"ve Venr.aey. 

or. Moyer is now doing eomo opooial work •H.h the No• School tor 

Soci•l Reoeareh. In o. recont letter ohe eaye at'ter dlecueeing the proeant 
situation or Je•• in Oo,_ny: 

•Ae ~ ic=d~ration to thle countrys it oaly two thl"S• could be dono . 
One , non-quota vieaJ tor children and. old people "ho are Mt co"'petlt-ore in 
tho labor market. . Two , t·o give loona ror tha oe1.abl1ehmcmt or induetr1ee 
by expert Oormo.n rot\.tgeoe, whlch were until rocantly Gerr:.n monopolloe , 1.o., 

certain kinde of electrical goode , tricot goode , gl&ee waro (manulact~~ed in 

the for-cor fechech Dietrlcte ot Greater Germ.~) , printed mater1&1, toye , 
eto. £nslo.nd and tho !lothoru.ndo ha .. dono that botore, oUonUy but ouc­

ceaef'Ully. 

1 Thero would bo, perhope, o pooo1bil1ty or aottling thooo 1nduotr1oo 

ln dietriota fro~ whioh fonDer indu1trioe have ooved and •here people and 
buildinge are available. A plan could perhape be worked out to five work 

both to ~r1eana and re~eee without creatine new co2POt1t1on. 

Por what it ia worth I feel coapel led to pale this •U&~oetlon on 

t.o eomebody and you aro the eo~odv in uu, country who ••J!.Il"- willlf\! 
to .,_,.. &ny and. evoryt.hing put beror~ you and to •Xe a val.Ua effort to 
do o ... th1n& about 1\. 

Cordially youre, 

LRII·• 



. , dtttiZ' ntoo 1l!':1.3ont 

l hoYo no 14ea ""'t tl'e Pr,.14.,t 
WO\Ild t hinlt of ·yaur our.rootlon, but . I thlllk 
tho hon~ or tt,. now .1ocurl ty .lr.en01 OU!Ibt "' 
be 3 mon. ll(it:e'fttr, !IOU t'\~\" ' 0 rt,b\ and 1t 
r~ight tul"n out tn bo t ho beat eoluUon. 

'ftr7 n lnoerol:r ,.,....a, 

Wl•s Lucy Randolph Uaoon 
421 Atlanta 1/otlonol Bl4g. 
Atlanta. Ce. 

;U 
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c-'· .A ·r - · ~. ~ 
' TC:XTI LC: WD--KCit8 DlltOANI:Z:I ND COMMITT'f:& 

to.ue"' • .,. . ...... ....,...o,.. ................... ................. 

Dear lire. RooorroU.1 

0"'"' 

llaT u, 19!'9. 
. , , ... ~ ... -....,e .. ..,.•u•-... .. • 

" 'f\.,jUfT ""- o e:a • O IA 

It JOU lo~ JOUr !lind •ndor ln tho dlroo~lOII or who •1 H 

IJPOlDWd .. hod or tho Podorol 8oo~r1\:r AIOnOJ whon 1\ oo•• 11Ro 

boiJ>&, I ""ndor lt JOU hoYO \bouc)l~ ot JooophlM Roohof I-
thot. tho Prooidont. thl.nko hl&)lly ot hor and t.hot :rou ohoro th1o 

oplniOD• A llt.Uo Iot.or I oball orlt.o tho Prooldont. Tonturias to 

to JOU II a pooolbllity lt. 01 .... ooll to .... UOD 1t to )'OU• 

Dlrlnc JOUr lODC a bo- I ruohod ln olloro &J>&Olo toor to 

t .... d and wrote the Preaident. two lot.t..re - ln oar• ot Will LeHand 0 

hiuolto So porhopo 1n tho ~~·• I •111 not. han to t rouble JOil oi\h 

tho lott.oro that al&llt. &• 41root. - 'bll~ I haTO ~ho habl~ or writing JOil 

and •Y not be oblo to otop. 

I •• ollol11 ooaol ~~ to o third t.or11 - tho only oondl Uono 

llndor which I would thl.nk d1ttoront.11 uo that yoll boo- Prooldon~l 

Tbon lt 11011\d oor1.o1nlJ be a COilblrw.tlon job. 

Oordla lly JOUro 
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Prow liN ltr! of 
LUCY RANDOLPH MASON 

ftl&\ •• • &red ar\lcle in tiM 

and I •• &led JOU "re in u. 
LRII 
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TCXTII..C: WORKCft8 UNION Dr' AMCIIUCA 

TIXTII.E WORKCRI OAOANIZ.INO COMMITTEE 

{ fl. 

~"'·" ...... . ... ~" .... . ,. (4 ./ ···~·· ·· ........ ·· ........... ...... ~ 
. . 
~· . ... 

/ 

' lu 
••• An.ut"T•oo•'I'IOOO•IL. e UIIL.OI .. O 

A TLAHTA, GI:DIIIIOL ... 

11h1lo 1 havo grM~ 

contidonoo 1n your good Judpont, I etill think tha~ ~ho right wo .. n 

ean bo the eucce t ttul head or tho now Security AgoncJ• 

you d14 not. qui ttl does th• door in your not. • 

At. &1'\Y rate, 

Today I t.11 •111ng tho oncloood lotwr to tho l'l"u1dont 

end,in cato that. lttt.or goea a tt.l'ay and alto beoaueo I n nt you to 

111 it, thia carbon to•• to you. 

Ao tha outotondin& •-n in Aooor1co to eotoblhh publ1o 

contidon.co in a wean'• 1ntell1aenco, coomon eon•• and eocial u.ndor-

etandin,s , you have made a aan.1t1oont contr1but.1on t.o woMn 1e part.i-

eipatlon in publ1o &N'a1ro 

1 
Oordi&lly youro, 

~~ 

I 
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lion- '""'""lln o, Roo•oTolt. 
f rooiden1. of t ho Ul\1 t1d ntotoo 
\laehl~t.o., , o. o . 

O..r lolr. 1!"1'eoTol\ t 

lou wlll oot, 1 h?Pf', Vtlrit ftf rre::wt.ltre end pree11!11'WO'JI ln 

wrl ~Ire to •-..JS•ot. t.l>s aprolntloont. of Mlu l o•or hl no Roche u hoe•l of the 
MW !federal Secu r1t.J ~eNIJ • 

"" I '"'n t.housM or all th& J*>plo ollo "'l/;ht. till thlo ""'""~ 
an\ poelt.lon, n.n·l who coulcl roool•• the! Genat.e'e approftl, no on. elee 

·-"" ..... quito eo narv od'\lreblo quolltloo. 

ot' t l·o eooonUol l.'nct oro I n tl>s aarv ooolel problo,.. wlt.h which oho l>ee 
de8lt durlrv; )'OUr o<IJ>Inlotretlon oro nld.one<t o r her oorutty to fill yot 
"JOr·o resrone1ble pot~1t1oM• 

llhllo ohe hao 100n t11<1 oon1'14onoo or nrl:"nbo.t labor ond ooolol 
norkoro , ohe hao l>son poouUarlJ troo f rM attock bJ buolnooo and --roo­
turl~ lntoroa~o. and ~ro 1o nory roo..., to bollOTO ~t hor appo1ntooont 
100uld bo socoptoblo to the f\Onorel rubllc, Tl1lo 1o doubtlooo due to hor 
oxcellent. ba lanoo of 1ntolllllonoo, tnt.oertt,. and tact. 

You haw ootobUohool a ~nltlcont. r rocodont I n roo~nlzlrc 
and ud'T. a blo _, In ,.our Adr.llnlot.m tlaflo • '>llo l'.ro . RocOOTolt lae dono 
lOOM to ootobllt h _,, contribution to .j'ltbllc Ufo than a rv - n I n cur 
1\lttory. I t lllr* JOU wi ll not l-ltoto to appoint a -n to t.hlt otfloo 
It l n your Jltllpnt ehe lo the boot q••llf lod ronen. 

R~~l\tl~l lf.oun• ~,...... _ ___ ........ ..,.. ........ __________ ~ ltJ'IIt.,..,......,.,_ 
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llro. no:>ne•~l t aok,. " " to tell 
JOU t hat nhe lr. try ln~ ~:) r earr&llfltl 
h~r nohl!<\ulr. o;, t hRt fthe o..n att11•d 
1·""' c:>nf itr•ncn on Aprll 1 6th. l!r11 , 
Roo•~•~lt onn n :>t ~~ thnro on Uond!ly, 
•nd 1t nh' e nn nrrM r,ll t o K" nh., will 
t l y tr3"'1 \l:s.h• :1r1~:-n . 

!l,nr,~n.rr t:) 
!'rft, llnOMV~l t 

llhn LuoJ n. llafton 
Textlle Workere Unl on ot AM&rloa 
4~ Atlanta Nntl:>nnl Ru ll41ng 
A tl 1111t n , r.., :~rr;l " L 
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.. .. A T .. oUU4 NATIDNM,. . ... t .. Otllle 

AT .... NTA.. D CO,.OIA 

Dear ur • • Rooaevel\ a 

When Clarl< Ho- 11 told me that you had agreed to cOIN to 

Chattanooga, 0111 epirita went alcy hl&h • I whh you could have heard 

the diecuaaion in the meeting •• recently he ld at Chattanooga when 

Prank Graham told uo that you i'el t it mi.ght not be wiu tor you to 

be part of the Co)'lference on Huan l el£are , 

It wae the unanimoue agreeoent oi' the thirty or aore people 

preoent, repreeentin& widely di~i'erant groupe and both racee, that 

bacauoe you are the Firot Lady it ia appropriate for you to partici­

pate , but. that, tar beyond that i'aot, we need you becauoe you are the 

110wt beloved, trueted , reapaoted and admired wo-n in America. 

Pleaoe forgive the edjectivea - I only uee them when t hey 

come fro~ deep eonvic~ion. 

Ao I told Mho Thompson 1 o eecretary on the phone Thureday, 

it 1t ie pooaible i'or you to be at the conference Monday evening , you 

will be able to ohare in 'l\lllday1 o program, and to apeak llonday evening 

on your topic• Cur i'riend Gay Sheppereon 1o chainan llondey evening . 

We bad lunch ~ith Clark r oriQ&n l edneeday to talk about it . 

I hove juot checked with the Baatorn Air Linee and find that 

a plane loaves Chicago at 9ol5 A. u. and arrives at Chattanooga at 

1 o05 P• m. That would be perfect . Tho n11<t Chicago plane loaveo at 

6o45 P. w. and arrivee at llol5 that night. 

~lore than anr one you have made thia conference poooible by 

your intereet, encourogement and t'inancial contribution, and, niOTa 

than aey ten pereono 1 you will give it preoUge and influence by your 

at.tendanc• . 

Cordially youro, 

, /r ·c,. 
I • 

<' 
t, I 

*"" '' "" '" 
/ ' 

(l.r ,_,. r " (' · .,), I..... (''t* 

~ ,.. ., , 
I 

1(, ~~ ~,.. 

.L .., 
I• ' 

/, ' ( 



M:f doa.r 1(1 .. Koaoo: 

I haYo cono ewer oy oalendar Yery 
oarotlllly ond J ""atrald It lo not tol"'l to 
be J)OIIolble tor .., to FO \o OhllttOII006&• I 
wt ll only ~o\ book tho dny or the l4tb ot 
Aprll rrou • throe weeki • loo\IU'o trip an4 
hno ort1ole1 -ae-nu uo tbo l Otb . I do 
not reel J ohould lo .. o •F.Dln Md tho trlp 
tl"Ool ;': ... hl~OD by O lr "ould ID .. D t• Dl€bh 
111 a plano. 

Vory olnooro!y J<W'&, 

MISs Lucy llnndolph l.luon 
421 ,\tlonto Not lono.l Blde . 
Atlente, Ca. 
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TEXTILE WORKER S UNICN CP' Al¥tEAICA 

A.,.-,-tt.IA.TC O WIT"N 

CONOitC•e 0,. IHDU . TIIUA&.. OIIIOAHIZATtDN. 

Pobruary f6 , 1940. 

4 ' • 

••1 AT\,.ANTA NATIONAl. IIUI\.OINII 

AT L.AHTA, OCOitOIA 

Dear j~ro . Roooevel t. a 

You had an i mportant part in achi6ving this 

Grand Jury action throul(h you r int ereat i n the Oo~ge case. 

The case will go berore a federal cou rt i n June , we think. 

I ct!':l .a; lad you oro taki~ a aort of vacation, 

but who olnc \'IOu l d carry oo much \'tor k on a holiday\ 

Cordi ally yours, 

l _~~ 
!lot t o be ackno11lodgod! 

P. 5, Tho firr.t state-wide conreronce of OIO uni ono meeti111; ::ere 

yoato rdoy pnooed ro eo lu tiong concorni~ the Prooident und n third 

te rm - no nouthe rn wo rkero can r;et t op;ot her r.ithout doin,:: thia . 
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•";,n··· ·· 1 " " · ,. 
I"' ' l.U(~ . 
~~~~ · .. . 
. ~· ~~~ ...... _ . ... 
Mill-Officials" . ·• 
··..;.;,~~-.. ~--~ . .-
Beat;, Organizer, 
• t?:¥\?··. . 

lndidment Alleges 
:.\,1"., ..- ... 

·. Four E•tcutlvea of 
· ~.' Flbsjerald Firm an6 
' ' 11• Others Named ...... 
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(Hi) , _._._ 
TO PO ST A L Tt .. ce-.a•M 

~MF 11 63 DL=CHATTANOOGA TENN 2 917A 

~~S FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT= 

·HOLLYWOOD FLO= 

.) 

..... -....--...~ ..... _______ ..._ 

-----.--... • • nc,.... • nc----. 
~_,_ __ __.... ... ~.,..._.,... ..... 
• ....... uo. OI'PQ. .... .,.,......,.. -----

WH ILE HESITATING TO ASK ANYTHING DIFF I CULT AND FAT IGU I NG GREATLY 
HOPE YOU CAN USE TRAI N AND PLANE TO MAKE CONFERENCE SPEECH POOSISLE 
MATERIAL COVER I NG PANELS WILL AID I N PREPARI NG ADDRESS SOUTHERM • 
PRESS AND PEOPLE BEL I EVE I N YOU AND AS NO ONE ELSE YOU CA N K~ IT 

TOGETHER SOUTHERN AND NAT IONAL I NTERESTS ALL OF US I NCL UDING 
FRANK GRAHAM NOW RECUPERA TI NG FROM ILL NESS URGEN TLY WANT YOUr 
HERE= 

{. UCY R I.IA SON , 

... 

I 



11r d..,. l!ios liuoru 

Tour letter hila bMn elnn to 

.. and I woe Yerj DUC~ lntoro&ted ln 1~. 

Thank 10" tor wrltlnl! ,.,. 

Ywr einoenl.T ;oura, 

loll•• Lucy R. lola son 
Congress ot I ndustr ial Or~on1•a tion 
198 :lhHehdl J t. 
Atlant~, va. 

1o 

DO 

' 



., dMI' ll.t.1 llaiOIU 

Ire. looeenlt. ......t her •10Ht.al'7 
are ,_,. OD a llot.v• t.rip ......t 1n Ulel.r 
abe.,oe I he.,. -n aelolcl t.o ao-l..S,. 
t.llelr .u. 

I eh&ll br,.. rour let.t.er t.o 
..... looewllt.'• at.t. .. U on at. t.he t1ret. 
oppart.anli.T att.er 11111 re\llJ'DI t.o ... h1n,wn. 

• 

,...,. •1no•elJ' roar•. 

A~t.rat.i'r• Ottl.ew 
5ool.&l Correepondeno• 

I 

DD 
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DMr llro. RDooo.,.lt. a 
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I q ~ I n 
< 

Lao\ 11olt I open\ -uy in w.,pb1.. Tho uniono aro o\111 groolng hot. and Mecrooo oonot.i\11\o t.ho great. •jori\y or t.hl -borob1p. I opoko to a n1111>ber or union ••Ungo and 111 kHnly int.oroo\14 in what. •nr lfogrooo had to oay in tho Mo\ingo - thly 
ba'fl a ott and aptnooo or oxprouion ob1oh h in\ri&Uinc• 

All ••Ungo opon..S o1 \h proJir and a lv- or opiri\ual. 
U.ually tho pra:yor loader 1lined out• \he prayor- l'fln \ho Lord'• prayer - and tho group ropoa\od 1\ artor ha road out tha oordo - or rathor odd t.h.., tr0111 ....,..,. Tho .,.ri&Uono on t.ho Lord'• Pr&Jir ooro ,..., to 111, and apparontl)' wro optJ.-1 wit.h t.ho pr&Jir - \bat. 
h tho pray-or • 

Ono moot illporlant t.hing to roport h thlt oinoo yo\lr 
Riolaond opeooh tharo hao boon no polloo or adainiotrat.ion a\\ook on our pooplo. Tho organiaoro tool it. 1o too good to bo truo and oannot laot. lfo all belie'rl that your outepolton otat.Mnt about. 
Jlr, Oriiii>P .boing ropor\od ao untoir to labor 11 rooponaiblo, and I hope t.ho oit~a\ion will oontimle poaootul ao it h now. 

I dro•e into Artran.ao wit.h lfarr, Jocor or tho OO.AP.&II.t. (agrioul\ural union) whioh 1o doing a tar bott.or job now thin \he Southern fonanto l'anoero Union, wb1oh h largely a paper organiaa­
\ion no• oi\h. ohiet nluo in publicity. lloot or ita ..... bora ba'fl gone into \he OO-'tAlfA• I think . Two elderly Nl&ro w0111n we .... aot.he -biro or tho obarooropporo union, •d• deep ,__ preuiono on 111. ThiJ ant. you to drho \hrough that part ot 
Arkanoao and otop to 111 t.h••· I wilh you oouldl 

Dr. a. s. Howie, Prooby\lrian llinio\or and oheiran or 
\hi lol~~~ph1a a-iooion tor In\orraoial OooperaUon, ROY• 11lliaa 
o . O.hri, Eplooopalian, ROY . Altrod Loarlng-olarl<, Eplooopalian, 
oncl R••• IIII'Wiall liJlctiold, Oo~roptional , all urged • • to wri \1 you a bout a vilit. to lllmphh and a talk under t.he Ooaal.uion'• 
au.aplHI• 

AI I undorot.and you ba,.. told th .. to wri \1 you in tho ,,_, .. about. a tall <Oqtqolllnt., and ••on tbio tar ahead I a• oxprooo­
in& the hope that you will aooept, Thh would not. hue &!IT oonneo­tJ.on wit.h t.ho uniona. It would bo or groat. help to t.ho Intorraoial 
Coooal.ooiOD in 1 to work and would hel p t.ho 110rolo or t.ho Nocrooo . I hope you will aooop\ t.ho iDYitaUon ohon it 0 011111 la\or on. 

Ao you ha•o b .. n oo holptul about. loii11Pb1• I oould not rooht writJ.ne: you ot wba\ you hno &OOOJIPliobod. Wo aro d11pl;r gra\otul. 
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Dear 111•• ...._, 
..... aoo-1\ h&o~wl\h 1.11\erel\ , 

'your le\t er wlth reprd to t lchl-... Polk 

8~- ·~ uloid • to t you torr~ 
"1ier lnt....-. 

Georeter)' to 
••· lrca.nlt 

IIUe a-y •l::"i 
Pobllo lela epreoeet at1 .. 

181 lllliWM!l lt....t 

"'"""'"' o.or,ia 

/U 

PLI/hy 
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\(' 1•• -fTC KAU. Wfllla'T 

\' ··~~~ ...... . 
J h i I I 5 

You nlll romouber e oking me t o keep you inforro~d about Hi ghlande r 
Folk S chool• I bo!J'O just OOI!!I) back f rom o " ook-end conferonce there ot 
the

1
School 1e Ekocuti vo Conv:Utte e, and can mo.ko a r oport wi-th the u.taoet 

onttl~ela.em. 

Franz Denlol Ohn rp;oo 

By G curious coinc i donce the Coau:nittoo diaeuoood r.bo t. oc tion ean 
be taken to prevent Franz r»niel or the Atr.elga!llSted Clothing lorkora otat"f 
f'rom or r co.diru; f'o leo n.uro ro about t he Sehoo l 1a bolos Oom.~niet. 

Rev. Pl euUttt Jamo s, Dean o r the Thcolo~ico l School o (' S~uranee Uni­
vore ity (ha uoed to be at Berkeley Oivln.ity Schoo l, New Haven), wee present 
dur1 "6 t hi o di ocuoeion . Aft er tha meeting Dr • . JOU)CIG oaid to Jim Doznbroweki 
.sn.d cno t ho t t ho 1"/ho l o tenor of t ho dhcueoion oon oomlng Oanicl 1o attacks 
on tho School ~a to him tho uoe t cono l ueivo proo~ or tho ta lelty of Co~­
llll.miem cho rgce . 

A r.ord or Ox'plen.a. t lon i n reztlrd to u r. Onniol o Ho \TO O 0 vo ry we rat 
friond o f bo th J im ();)mb ronek1 ond ;~yloe Hor ton, Bnd fo r aovorel years r.ee 
o mombor of tho r coi dont ete f f o f tho Scl10ol • About 19~7 ho complo toly 
t u rne-d againet r.orlcoro 1 .Sduca tlon ond bcgtln to a tt.o.ck bo t.h the Southe rn 
SuaxMr School and Highl a nder Folk School - indeed, to attock workora 1 ed­
ucation in g onoral . 

La tor tJr. Oaniol began to occuao tho Schoo l o f' Oomomiem1 though he 
ha o prlvotoly admJ. t.t..cd to moc•bore of 1 te et.oft tha.t he knowe there io no 
connection botnoon tho Oo~r~U.niat Party and tho Schoo l but tho.t thh 1e a 
good. weapon for a.ttac~· . J ~eptJ,.on tll~e ~;_cauee I am euN Pnnz Cenicl ie 
ono o f t.ho chief oou't'ebt;_~-r ~htW&'~Jttt:,mvnto obout Hi,c~hlondor and you u:ay 
CO!I!.e acroee people nho hOve bacm a f fected by " hot he ha e eoid • 

The Executive Oo~ttee or the School i a joining in a l etter to 
&&r. Pototeky, a oting Pre eidont of the Amal.ceOatod, in a Tequeet that t ho 
union aek Mr. Danie l to refrain f rom fur t her derogatory at.o.to;nonte. 

Dies Oo~ttee Inve a tigatee . 

I th ink tho t:10 et concluelvo ovid onct~ thf!l1. no poeeiblo connection can 
be eetobU ehed between tho School and t ho Ootx:11.tni 1t Pllrty 1a found in tho fact 
tho t in tho oprine of 19~9 an 1nvootlgator rro~ tho Dioa CO~ttoo (na._4 Barke r) 
opont two daya at t.bnteagle Hotel endeavoring to get et the truth of chlll"60e 
made aeainet the School by ito ono~ee . Yr· Barker apeot cany houra at the 
School goin& into ita h!atory and program c:~~torlal in groat datau . Ke went 
throuch all ot tho tlnancie l booke and atatemonta, 1nclud1nc the list of con­
tr1Wtore . He wae tivon \tnlicdtod aooeee to corl'otpondctnce and etu.dy progreme. 
Nothing ... •1 thhol4 rroa him. 

At the end ot Mr. Barker'• 1nveet1gat1on of tho Sohool, ho told Jim tha\ 
,.._, he had been • Depertmont or oh.tetloe lnvootl.gator tor twent y yoau end in a ll hie 

' 
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Paa;o fll · 
!.ire. JboaeYelt 
January 13, 1942 

expor-lence he had never had euch ace••• to book• an-d rocorda •• "ore •oluntarlly 
e1von h1a. On leaving ho oaid' 1 I oorte1nly bavo to hand it to you follo•o tor 
tho n.y you handle t l!lflllo horo - -nlng tho cordial and tranlc cooperation ho 
had been given . 

It io oign1f1cont that after two ond a half y.-ro olnoo thlo 1n•oot1-
gotlon the Oleo Oommittoo hoo not brought accuoat1on ogo1not tho Sohool . Certainly 
~r . Dioo ia not ocrupulouo or e•oot in chore•• ho cekoo ond if he bod hod tho looot 
ground rot attock ho would hove publiohod chorgoo 11gainot tho SchoOl • 

c. R. Kilby , Secretory to tho v1~-l'l'oe idont of tho Tonnooooo Oonooli­
dotod Ooal Oocpony

1
a\,T,..c;. .QI.ty1 Grundy Ooua~, 1o probably "'re rooponoiblo than 

any oinglo 1nd1v1du\t tb} Wl\s chargoo ogoinot. tho School which hoYO led to .,._ 
riouo public ottocko ~n tho School and to official invoatlgat1ono, ltr. JUlby hoa 
long boon o loader of tho Grundy Oounty Yi~;1lantoo, known oo tho Grundy Oounty 
Oruoadore,and uood oololy !'or tieM1ng labor uniono. 

p. B. I. Invootlgotoo - October 1941. 

In October 1941 an ,, a. I · aon no,..d Lynch como to tho oounty ond 
opont proctlcally )11a entire th:o with ur. Kilby, uo1ng hie office fo r hoadquortoro. 
:.;,- . Lynch otoyod o t tho :.lontooclo Rotol, two cllee fro" tho Scheol, but bo not only 
did mt 0o nMr tho School but avoided contoct nith mo!llboro of tho Ito rt whon they 
tried to ••• hi.,. Pinolly, l~lo o !lorton and Loon l'i loon of tho otoff found him in 
hie room at tho hetol lato ono night and had a tolk with hi,, They eovo him tho 
numaa of ~nion people and othore 1n tho county who could give hi• • aourate 1nfor­
mot1on about tho School but ho did not follow up thooo loada or ooo tho pooplo 
euggootod . 

Ji10 Dombrowoki •• • eway at that time and ~loo Horton tollo o:.o thot 
Lynch offered tho proo1dont of o union local in the oounty to pay hie o>penoeo ond 
add1tiono l money if ho would attend tho School •• a atudont and moko roparto to tho 
r. a. I . Tho saawt Lynch cloiaed t.o hl•o l OOn union off'1o1ale who lat·or reported 
to tho Sebool that they dotlnltoly had not ooen hie. 

After thlo invoot1gaUon Richlandor .'31do a protoot to tho p. B. I· 
about tho a~nnor in which it wao ..,do and tho toiluro of their agent t o YloU tho 
School o r look at it.e rocorda. 

p , B. I. In•oat1potoo - January ] , 1942. 

On Jenuary 7, 1942 another F. a . I. invootlgator a rrhod - • """ 
nomod Hill froa tho Kno>vlllo P.B.I. or•ico. Ro enid that ho hod eo,., booouoo 
or tho School '• COOlploint to t he F.ij.l . thot tho loot 1nvaot1cat1on .... not fair. 

!.!r • Hill opont a day at tho School making a thoro-.gh 1nvoet1gaUon. 
J.\r . llill oaid t>,ot o co,ploint had boon .,.do to tho F. ~ .r. that an annual reunion 
of tho School 1e AluDli nee roally ueed Cor rifle practice . Or couree thie roport 
""'"t !love como r rom !jr. Kilby . I do not nud to toll yo-., 1.\ro. lbooovolt, that 
tho School bao novor hod a rifle proot1eo of any kind . 
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M<. Kill , liko UYnch, oho wed by what he ooid that hio evidence had 
COIN f l"'m ;u- . Kllby of tho coal oomptnY• In fact a •• 11111 told the otett ~ho~ 
in many 1netsnooe 1n voriouo pano ot tho country oomph into OOIM to the ~.B.I . 
fro~ oherif~o, monufooturoro and other people aeeuoing lobo~ oraoni~oro of being 
Co!IIOllrlh~o - frequently ate~1111J that ~hooo men oro Coll!:l11n1ota r roa Hichlandor 
P'olk School . 

Invariably on tracking dc'I!Tl thooo cha rgee tho I' .B.I. dhcovera ~hot l 
tho aecueed p.eraono are labor orcenizere or local union men aot1To in union loader-
ehlp . The accueora of tho 010 roprceonte tivoa . and membe r• ueo tho worcle 10oacuniatj 1 

and 1 labor orzanizor• interohangoably . lb' · 11111 gave tho 111&hlond or ateff ,.ny 
concrot·e oxamploe of thie . 

You nill recall that in talking to your gueote a~ too ~ha day I ••• 
thoro that you explained to them th1a habit of 1nd1oeriQ!na~oly colling union 
een Oooauniata. 

Rlllwoy Audit and Inapoct1on Ooctte!\Y Trioa to Arouse ·~nutacturera . 

Tho ro h ono t hing which I .. y have told you bof'oro but will ropoa~ 
boeauao of' ita o1gnificanco. Robocea Gn ohon, one of tho finoot pooplo I • 
know, o f riend or lo"l; otendin& 1 oleo tho friend an~ voluntoor co-worker of 
Joaor-hino llilkina in tho Pac~ 1'1nd1f"o6 l.!ovo"'ont, haa oovoral timoo told oo tho 
fo l~OW1f"o6 a tory I 

Socething moro than t110 yooro ago e liberal Georgia manufacturer, 
e friend of hera end a mo n po roonally friendly to"ord Highlander, told her 
that he had been vioitod a ohort time boforo that by a ropra oontotivo of tho 
Railwey Audit and Inepoction Company •ho wonted to ooll oorvicoa to this .,.n­
ufacturor to help hlm proven~ o rganiza tion omong hlo omployooo . Tho manu­
facturer did not buy t heao eorvicoe but ho woo in~erooted i n knowing 1110ro 
abou~ tho thinkins of tho Railway Audit ""n oo he drew thla ,.n out to o con­
e1deroble extent. 

In t ho eouroo of t ho convoroation tho Rail ... y Audit oen talked abou~ 
tho 111ghlandar P'olk School and oo1d 1 

1 I told ~hoaa ohon-olgbted Tonnooooo •n­
ufooturoro that if they had lot oe hno r:11 way a few yMro ago it would not 
haYO token llliCh to &•t rid or that School , l"'Ot and branch, but now it •ill 
take eeveral thousa nd coro 4ollare. • 

Thi• truo etory ~ioo directly i~~. repeated ac itotion kept up by 
tho •aanufacturin& group in Gl\lndy County flho want to daotroy tho unione already 
thoro and keep any moro from coming . 

Rebecca Oerohon haa Juot &ivan ""' a vary nice quotation from Wolter 
Look•'• colucn of oo~o monthe bock which I am paoeing on to you - 1If you have 
never been celled a Oo~:~n..~n1et you hAve never tried to ri&ht • "feated "rong .• 

So~o pooplo bal1ovo thO~ only the wealthy and ouoooo•tul s hould bo 
in charge of public affaire . Other pooplo bolioYo, aa yo\.11 J1a D>mbroweld and 
1 boll•••• ~t do"'''craoy calle t'or participation by tho co"""n people in 
poll tical dooocrocyjan.d i n t he oconolll.c doaooracy ootobllihed through labor · 
Uniono and cooporot1••• • People in tho firo~ olooo call uo ot the oooond claoo 
Oooauniota oicply booauao wa believe in people - !!! tho poopla . 



·' 

Pate I" 
tirle RoOU'YGlt 
January 15, 1242 

In the near fUture you rill receive tuahlandor 1a 4nnlail 
Report . I hope you .. 111 toke tice to oldm th,.,uah it . The Bo!>ool baa 
ne•er bad a CI)TO eucceut\11 year, lncludlrte a widely ftried pl"'t:,N•· Plane 
t.hJ.a year are r-or c:ooperetlon with the offiot ot 01Y111an Detente ebout 
which you o 111 bo baari"S tro: tho steff, 

Pl>rgivo ce !'or writi"'l ouch a 10111 ltttor but I thouaM it 
beet to eovor a groot cany points . 

Soco day I hope you can visit tho School and aee for youreelt 
•bat ia bein& dono . lt 1e undoubted ly ono or the moet ueet"ul 1net1tutione 
l n t he South and I hopo th!l t its TJork wilt btt pro'";reuively broadened and 
tlr onethonod ao tho yoaro to on . 

:Jro . Prcnkl1n o. l'boeovolt 
The trbito Houee 
l eehlngton, 0. o. 

Sincerely youre , 
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I>Mr lira. l!ooaeveltl . l \It\~~ r I' . I 
I \ ) 1\.) 1 ~'~ q I 

I aa disturbed, aa I &Ill sure you are, b;y reports of a \l \ tl i \~ 
proposed 0JD&rch on llaahington". All you know, ~~as a -tinge are '-\ \ . 
projected at which the d.-nda of Yariou.e ltegro groupe will be c-\ , 
advanced, and the lllllt'ch on llaah1ngta> announced. llr. PbUip - '\~ ,. 
Randolph is heading the movement and lira. Bethune hu been active ' \ • 
iti it. 'lhe maae meetings are planned for so.,. time in June, and /\ 
the places mentioned are lladison Square Garden in lfn York Ci t;y, <'-· "' 
the Coloaaeua in Chicago, and other comparable tlleeting plaoea. A 
conaervative Negro leader in New York writing about the ganeral C \. 
propooal states that the d&~~&nda to be -d• will include •everytbing 
in the book•. 'lhis eame leader expresses irave oonoem aa to the 
poaaible consequences of such meetings and oertainl;y aa to the poa­
sible COilaequence of the proposed 0 Mrcb0 • 

'!'bill entire eituation takes on added s18Dificanoe against 
the background of the tone of certain seetiona of the Regro press 
which are now oarr;ying ~tory atoriea, many of tbft having a 
etrong Axis flaYor. 411 this, of course, playa into the banda ot: 
American and Axis faaoist elements, since it may well lead to actual 
Yiolenoe and since it would certainly put the Adminis tration in a 
moat difficult position. 

Jrno•ing the great aclmiration lira. Bethune and Mr. Randolph 
have for you, I am 1rondering whether it might be possible for ;you, 
in conversations or otherwise, to indicate how perfectly the pro­
posed protests, JD&rohea, .etc. follow the Axis propaganda line, and 
indeed achieve one of the principal Axis propaganda objeotiYee - to 
eplit this country along racial griBY&nces. · 

I should welcome an;r adYioe or euggestiona you might care 
to make. I cannot OYer-eapbaoize our eenee of the aeriousneaa of 
the entire e1 tua tion. 

lira.~ D. RoosaYelt 
'lh• llhite Hou.ee 

l!'ai tht:ull;r ;yours; 

12-.-_ '1..._.-t.. ...... 

Arabi bald llacLeieb 

I 



Mrs. Lul)d: 

Telephone Mre. Be thune An~ 
going to be a oarch on WaahinRton. 
~rch most unwise a~d wil l wr1te to 
elee she thinks would be helpful. 

!h). '~ 
~ ~~-

j (I,..,.J, r~ 

:1 d L<-<«.- /). I 
v .. 

I'JucJi":·r~ : . "' t!~t . 

.(j-,)JU.,-~ f. .... " l ,·~· 

aRk it there ia renllr 
!ell her I think ft 
Mr. Rnndolph

1
or anyone 

6 .. /~·,, 
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CQNIIftca• OP' IHDU.TftiAL 0JtOAHIZ.ATtDHe 

w- -... .. eo\. ..... ..... . ... 
•w•\.1• •' """••• •••••• .. ,. .. ,.....,., .. ~ .. .,. ........ , .. 

D•r Mre. lboenelt. t 
I 

h Olark l'l>r -n oM Jia D>abrowok1 hoYo tolltod with 

you, end I thlnk haYe aleo &b«J )'OU oop1ea ot aorreapondenoe 
d\.h lbgor 8014o1n, I t.ho\llbt 1\ ad.ght bo wll tor ao to oond 

you a eof'Y ot -., lwtt.er t o Baldwin ot Jllly 4tb. 

I allo enoloHd copy ot letter t.h8t. b&a j\la'\ oo• troa 

hia. Rie uee of Uta old and w!Qng addre•• auet M.•• oo• ttoa 
\ho on.elopo to "'f lottor, thoU&b I thou.ght I hod otaoq>od tho 
oorr.at addr••• on it - reterenae to '111/f l etter would h.a•e ahown 
hi• -., add,..aa. ror thle and oUler rMeon., I think he ad• Nry 

lit.tle reter«ace to q lett·•r when he repUed. 

Tho roal roct lo thot blo triond Fronk llloOolUoter boo 
oreatod tho projudioe• and oaueed the mieunderetandlnc• about 
whloh Rogor oonotontq wrl too - ond thou projlodiooo oro lhd. tod 
to cortain 1M1rlduolo - tho)' de not roprooont tho Yiowo ot tho 
o rsonhationo to C.iob ho rot ors, or to any ot their prcad.n~ 
C4Cibtra in the eoutb: .. 

Whon I got bock to Atlanta I hopo to ongogo in ocrroo­
pOndence with tome of the hMdl ot orsanlzatloJ\1 n&Md by Fbger 
and trace the eource ot cr1Uo1em.- tor I aa aon'f'inoed that 

prooUoally a ll ot i ,t gooo ""•It to llloOolUotor. 

It 1o oplon41d tho\ you otanl by tho Oontoronoo oM 
continue to give 1t Gl')rtl eupport. 

-· 
\ 



Ur. Ror,or N. ll&ldmn 
ilobert llarshall Civil 
1 tiO Broadway 
!lew York Cit)' 

Dear Rocor Baldwin• 

. . 

July 4. 1942. 
I 

Liberties Trust 

Your letter nf June 17 has remained unanswered beo~use of~ 
continued nbsonce from Atlanta, and nOw J om writing hastily booause 
I must go on tho field again . 

I r;reo.tly re~;ret tha tenor of your letter to Cla rk Foreman 
and +.hot of r•easra. Harshall and Finerty to Gardner Jae<son. In tho 
first Plaoa you a.s&UJfle thnt John Thompson is e·ither a Cor.munist or 
tmdor Conmw1ist influonce . I am absolutely auro that John 1o not in 
any way Col'!l'l'luni s t dominated or inf'l uenced . He wae a Paeiti at for mn:t 
years and his offorto fo r peace wore aff8cted thereby. 

I think ho was wrong and told him so lonr; ago. I too was a 
pacifist, but cut all connections mth the Episcopal 11roup and the 
FOR lorl(.· a~o, when I saw that wo.r1woo inevitable . John and 1 have 
talked about this . To n.ccus" him or corr~unism 1s to refuso to take 
the word of a sincaro, honest o.nd truth-r'11 person • 

....... 
Thera ar~ mMJ people in tho south who onll yor a Comounist. 

Your or e:llnhntion is widol~ branded as col'lmuniat in t 1is region. You 
my racall thnt I "rroto :·ou aomo yeo.rs o.co , oxplaininr, tho.t 1 eould 
not continuo my r.'l <J!:'tbership in t he \:nion because it was so crossly 
rni:mndet-stood do•.·m horo and I had to consider tho CIO a.nd tho work I 
do for it . I have never beliovod that you have tho remotest eoMee­
tion wi t h tho Cor.mrunist P~rty or nre influencod by it . 

You nro 1oinc to John Thompson whAt ignorant people in this 
nrca do to you. It is unrair in both cnsea. 

So rnueh rot- tho romor chairman of th'l SC'uthern CoJ"'ferenee . 
You tolli ne in t:ashville , Tthon you , John !Joeoher n.:td I wore talkin&, 
that thoro ""s no ovidence tl"' t Jim !)o"'browski is a Cor.ll:lunist . Yot 
your lo ttor, whilo not nccu•ln& the preaont oocretary of bein& a Coc­
munist, would l'lo.ve Any one tmder the impression that the Conference 
l~adorahip i s Cotnunist influono6d. 

I have t.o.lked to a.noth.,r rAol:\bor or tho board who you told me in 
lle.shvillo was probably e. Co1mu.nint or fellow-travder. He ie Gerald 
Harris , or tho f'nl"l'MrS l'nion. i'Ie woro hnvinr, lunch toel3ther in Man­
phis - o.t t loe Conrorence board r.~ooting . 11hen I told Harris t hf\t he 
was one or three persons ort tho board ao!\uaed by !'OU of bein~ e. Com­
muniet , hie eyes wltlenod in runator.ent , He oo.id that Jim f.l,ysre , Alva 
Ta~lor an~ some othor ohurch lsf\der I for~;st were his atroneest influ­
oncu and thl\t if b~liovinr. 1n the Christian relir,ion as eomethirl(. to 
be lived in ~oonomio relatione cnuaoe one to bo called & Co~nist, 
that was tho onl:" basis he knew or for tho charc;e . 
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Th~ third peraon ~tou. eaid ..,.., probably a Cofllm:l.D-1at ""'' John 
Da~1•· 1 have "o evtdence whatever to believe that he 11 a Party 
monber or a fellow-traveler. I have not talked to him o.bovt thie 
matter and fey' opinion eta to whether he ie or it not a Co'III!UI'Iitt 11 
worth nothlnr:, beoauee I ha.ve no facta. 1 know that. in n.r1out oon­
taote with h.lt'l dn.ce 19:JS I hi\VG found him i.ntollltent and ra's.r, and 
1 know that he offered to reaien frol!l the board before the laet eleo­
t-1on lest M ombarr&ea it by the chargee r=ado ar;ainat him• lt'illie.m 
Mitch, President of the Alaba..:a br&nch of tho United ~1ne. Workers , told 
me this hi:teelf and aaid t hat he ur~;ed D&vie to stay on because he had 
been a useful board momber, 

Plee.ee note that Ur. Uitch is about the l!)Oit ant1-Collllnuniat labor 
m&n 1 have GVer 1nst. Then romembor that he ht.e known Oa't'ie ''""re.l yeare 
and nominated him. for r eelection on the Board. 

I have dealt !'? tully with theeo pereona beoauee they are the only 
ones :tou can r.oncei ve.bl;1 accuae of beinr; too clote to tho Coom.unie ta, t.nd 
the only ones that you t alked ~bout in this connection when I eaw you in 
UashvUle. 

As t-o th" ltut confe rence appearintt to be under Comuniet inrluonco 
I cannot inar.1ne whn.t you !:'lean. l was behind the ecenee in that conference 
a.nd if thf!tro ~r8 any ComtUniate tryi~ to r1m th1nte I did not 188 theM• 
Pt\ul Robeson suns and epoko, it ie true, and he 1a aaid to be cloeo to tho 
Pa.rty - I do not kl'low whether he is or not .. I do know tho.t he sin&e be­
foro thouaf'.ndS" or people o..nd hllndr8d8 or audiences throughout America - o..t:. 
•11 kinds nnd types . j 

I h&to to go into all of th1o petty dotoil •bout what people may 
Ol- :nay not thinlc or be. The time has come when all of ue have got to 
work totttth9r for our country and the world . I pereonally happen to- dis­
l ike Communiete taotioa and groatly prefer that people find some other 
and wiser wa.y to expr ess their social IUld economi<~ concern than in or tltru 
that Party. But I c~r~ot eee ~eelf saying I will ne~er cooperate with 
A Com::ru.nia t for a good oaua.e Md by cood, le&itimate..,coo..ne. 

Roger, I think you are being misinfoMI\ed .. or ela e , muoh a a I hate 
to oay it. I think you ore bo1ng unf~ir. I do not like to think thit 
about a O*n who is so useful and whco I regArd eo highly. 

·One more point, you lAy that the A. F. of r... •.nd other unions are 
rotuain& to cooperate with the Con ference. Rave you noted that both A. F. 
of t . and CIO are ~epreaented on t ho Boardt Do you note t h.t the president 
of At"lantll University , Dr. Clement, le on the Boar dt no you kDo" who Ltllte.n 
Smith , Arthur naper, Tarleton Collier, Wre. U. E. Tilly and Jtmmie noodward 
aret If you do not, I shall be slad to ~ivo you the history of each or these 
friende of mine, ranging from the YWCA t ·o the Fann Security Ad.mlnietratlon. 

I Ill:! wri ti.ng in much haste and M. vo made typo~raphlcal errore -
please exoueo them. Baeloall y tho fight on tho Southern Conference eteoa 
from what I belieYe io the effort of • f~ people 1n the Soo1~11tt P•rty 
to either de•troy whAt they cannot control - or control it. I do not 
count you in this, and do not think that you re&li ae 1t - but I believe it 
to be true. It mak:et mo very aad tlw.t thie sort ot biokerin& ha.a to go on 
and I hope you will help put ~n end to it. 

Sinoero ly youre 



CJOPr. 

llliD! II'MBALL Ol'fll. Ll-lD flllft , 

l!lO . ..... .., -York 

llloo l.uoJ llla4olpb llaoon 
421 .UluUo •uo • l llq. (\M ddNoo h .. ..,,. - 110\o 'b)' Lilli) 

.l\la-'-· oo. 

n-r Laq YltoiU 

I opp roo lo\o o ll J'OU o&J' in J'OUro ot JlllJ 4\b, - DODO 

ot J'O\lr oo•-•at. el\ere the f'aot. that t.ha So\ot\bii'D aonttNDOI, 11 

now led, oennot. an \be ooo,.n t.lon. ot \he 8.J8110lll ha t.he South I 

cl\od 1D """" ot Juao 17\h \c Olarlt l'bro• n • I MYO Mo .. dlroo\lJ' 

troo lU ot u.., oncl \hOJ npnoo \ho oa• o\\1 \\do oDd fl>r \bo 

... o NOOODO• .& oeDoo ot o\a\ o-ohip .-ouU huo ' "'ldod &hl"' 

•~~r croiD>4 fl>r \heir rdlaoal to por\lolpow oo\l"lJ• a.U.or OQJO 

s-rt.ltular p.noa. 11 • 11o-.mie'\1 le dlttloal'\ 1o pn••• d.Dtl 

Por\J •llboro babl\uallJ diDJ -borohlp, ond o\horo .-he obato \boir 

pcliUoal rtno oropr eoloolJ' Uu U.• ond ON \bonfl>ro fl>r o ll 

proo\lool purpoHo ut>dor \ho CCD\101 ot 0 fl>roi&ft CO",_\, 

I euppoee t.hat. r .. ot.lonariee io Ul• So\1\ht •• ehn'bere 

0\\rlbuw Oo-o\ obe \c o~~rbcdJ \rJ1"1 to upoo\ \ho o\a\uo , ... , 

but \ hero 1o oll \ h o dlttonaoo in \bo oorld bo\oo., tba\ oort ot 

loc oo ........... 11111& ond \ho tao\o ot o Uolpnooo \110.\ proYOn\ \ho 

OOOPIN \lon ot eueh Pftt&1'1111'YI l.&•d.tl AI ~II I o1W. 

11\b "' . .... 

( oiped) .,,_ .& . Jlahlo 

' 

' 
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• 
Doer llloo -· 

0 

Yov lo\\or ot ,....,, 11, •ol..t.ac a 
•••-•• tna'/y.,.rs;:! ...... I'd lrll'a, bM 

been Neetftd. I .. IJ Wi l\- lie\ 
baft .... -nel\•a P""P\ •'-'"'• aa obe 
1• ... ,. 

' 

0 
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CCNORESB 0,. I NDUSTRIAL CR04N I ZATION8 

"'"'c.,. ••,.,oo"•" .... o,. 
• w• "-•11- . ... ,..,, • .,, ••••••• "' ' "'""·• 

A\lllUOt 18, 1943 • 

. ' 
Uear Ure . Rooeevelts 

Tbo it eeomo wicked. to aak your aUent1on b,o the eaee of one 

peraon just now, I &m ne•erthelesa writing you because aa Bernard 

l!orah wrlteo in hia let ter to me a principle atr'ecUng rr&ny people 

1o inTolved. . That principle is discrimination against men who 

I bave been active in a CIO union. 

1 l:tlve known Bernard. six ye"ro and coneider bim one of the filleot 

young men of all my a.cqUtLintance . . ,_,e have spent houre in long drivea 

tocether ~pd in ta lko in town• where we have worked. at the eame time . 

I am entirely convinced that he 1a not a communis t, com~lat aympa-

thizer or conperator in &ny aenee whatever. The rae t that he -• wHh 

the Alll&lB&m&ted Clothill8 'liorkero until he reoigned. to t a ke a larger job 

in~ 1942 ie eufficient proof that he was not a communiet. 

You me\ Borab at Kaohvllle and he he.o the mos t profound admiration 

for you. For monthe I haTe known of hia eituation, but he has never 

aske4 me to help un~il now. I am • ending you copy ot hio let ter to me 

and. of hie "oa.ee hi stor.J'' written by himself. 

Row the President could take time to look into these papers at tbio 

time 1 do not know. But if he could intervene to oecu!'e justice and. war 

service opportunity to Ber nard Borah and men like him, it would help our 

cause. I mean the cnuse lnvolveQ in winning the war. 

I have not a t tempted to rewtite and ohorten Borah'• otatement becauoe 

1t i e eo convincing. It you can hel p , I know you will. 

Sincerely youre, 
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:11.:.. );iif, _o: ., . ..; r·: •·;·1....:if ,I t •. :;1 ~1 0· , ., 
b~ftu ~ •. !), ... . ··s1.Pv v <J 

• J -~~~~~Lto~ 
Cop7 of Looter froa llor""r4 Bon.~>. 

lUe• Lucy Jl.aaon 

Squadron A, 62n4 frolalnc Group 
ltetlltr f'leld.• IUu. 
!ueoot 14, 194~. 

Congrtta of lodu.trlal Or1$Uia&\lone 
Ulo.a\& 0 0. . \ 

Dear LUO)'l 

1~ ba• been a long time elnoe I wrote you, and now l co~• 

aaklng tor help f or .. aad tor a principle. 

Eneloted 11 a hletorr of _, caee. 

1 M11 11nt a 00111 ot tllh to Phil M\u'r~, and. to Gl&dyt 

Dtck&eon tor .ubaittlon to Sidney Hlll8an, &eking both to set word 

\o 141alnhtrat ton ottielala. 

Tou correepond. wUh Kra. RooteTelt. I would. apprecta.•e JOUZ 

bavlng a copy ot the hiator.r made, or an ab a\raot in 1~r own worda, 

and eendlng it to Wre . Rooee•tlt. lb~ I t~lkld wttb her in !aeh­
,.Ult before enterln& tbe •rmy, ehe •• tntenet~ ln. thll tort or 

t h lnc. 

I w0\ll4 appreciate •l•o 70Ur wrU ln.a M.r. Ku rn.7 a'bou.t h • .&.leo 

lotting Ralph UoGlll know abo~~ lt. !ny other pooplt ln high plaooo 

you oAn ooomunicatt with aoo~t lt would bt htlptul . Only, let'• 

not glYO It publloUy. I don't """t &roJ publlo oHnk thot •lllbt 

;;&ken worGra' f'altb 1n the .lnD¥'1 at\lhdt tow.~• tbt worter1 

when eucha t.hlnr al&bt, honYtr alicbU~. atr.ot • r ettorte. 

't'btrt 1e ret.ton to btllett that pr.pen ob. .::1 candldac)' a.rt now 

bttort \op~J orttola.l• in Wa.thln.gton. BolDt epeed. h tbaretort 

ttttn ttal. 

Ploau orrito ... You'll pt tho t hrUl of knowlna that 7CIU 

lo thr • 111 probabl7 bo rea4 b7 ~tllltaey Intolllsonoo hero at tbo poot, 

but 1 don't mind tbat and I am aure you won't . 

With beat wiabtt to •••r.r one, 

Buclt 

(Srt• Bornor4 Borah, f M 369738 
J 

• 
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lleaooraii4UDI frOID S~, lerMI'd. Jortob, ot Squadron .t., DID4 Tra1Di~ Gro~~P, 

~te .. ler l'h1d, 111... AUCidt 14, uo. 
Sent L1107 Jlan4olph lfaaon, 71> I'Q' Street, •• 11,, .t.Uan~, 3, Geor11e. 

l!he following il S~. !ortob'e "oaae hiatory", written b7 hi~elt. 
I 

Jloet ot my &4u.U lite b&e been l~nt 1A \bl 11nic1 ot the Con­

gran ot lndu.atrl.al Orpnhatione all4 the oJPnhed l&bor mo\'emento 

I 
B&•inc ~r&4u..tl4 trom the Uni,..raity or Teun••••• with a degree 

1n paJchology and pbiloeophJ, I wo~ from 1935 to 1987 tor the Tennea­

'" Talley .t.u.thor U.r ae a Ree•roh Alde, hel ping to oo114uot eoonoaic all4 

aooiolo~ical etudiee, at one time •• aeeiatant to Dr. Mau.rioe L•••n ot 
Brookince Inatitu.tion 

Proe 1937 to the eWIIDir ot 1942 I waa 1D tu.rn repr11ent&the an4 

eou.tbern direotor Cor \be Amalgamated Clothing Workare ot .t.merioa1 up~r 

aou.th director for Dietrlot 50, United Mine Worker• ot America, and 

eou.\bern director for the ~ational Cou.noil ot G&a, Coke and Obemioal 

Workere. ( 0~ WI& w<'.U4. o....-.1..~-..ll¢ ~ ~ ~,) 

I n Ju.ly or 1942, I became oon•1nol4 that Kr, John L, Lewia, tor whoae 

orpnilaUon 1 wae at that time working, wer co:~duoting a program tor the 

deatruotion ot the c, I . o., and the embarraeament ~~ Preeident Rooee•elt, 

Kr. Lewie' program seemed to me to be detrimental to ou.r war effort. Oon­

eequenUJ my rnl~tion wae tendered to \be United JUne Workare of Al!llrloa , 

and 1 aided ln the !ormation or the iational Council ot G&a, Coke all4 Chem­

ical Workere, 010, u.ntil my induction into the Ar~. 

On A~et 31 , 1942, I enlieted in the Army ae & • olu.nteer officer 

oandid&h. Before be~ accepted tor enlhtment, 1 bad to ~Ski a eoore of 

at lent 110 on the Army General Ol ua1t1oat1on ·l!eot, called the CC'l' , to 

paea & phyaloal ezam1n&t1on, and to appear before an Ottioer C&ndid&te Board 

to Mrn ita recommendation. 

Onder the VOC progr&m, there wee a baeic traiAlng period ot three 

•ontLa, d~ring Which tt.l the oan414&te mu.at h&•e ehown progreaa in training, 

mllit&ry aptitude, and that he wee officer material. Upon oomplet~ hie 

b&eic training, be mu.et t hen haTe paoaed another Ottioer Candidate Board, 

&Dd a phJeie&l nam!n&tion, 1\IOOieding 1n which be would be lint to &D 

Otticer Candidate School to co~te for & ca.mieelon. 

I ranked amonc the top 6 or 10 per cant of the Ottioer Oandid&tee, 

M3 ocr &r&de W&l 1~0, I p&lted &11 the Arm7 Alr Foroea olaoaitication 

teate, m&kinl myaelt eligible tor &n1 branch, !rom typing to meoh&nioal 

work. 10,)' record ...,. u.nblllllehed ae a eoldler. J'rca the et&D4polnt of 

ol•ill&n e~rienae, tbera ... ra tew, if any, candidate• who h&4 b&4 e~ri­

enoe comparable to mine in h&ndlln~ lar1• &4m1nhtr&U1'1 Jobe, Pew, 1t any, 

b&d directed the work ot eo m&D1 ••n in &n orgsniaation whoaa eat u.p in 

~ reepecte ie eimllar to th&t ot the A~, 

Dur1118 my~elo train1118 lolllit&ry Intelllgenoe kept 
&eti•itiee, queetloninc my aeaoclatee and reading m.r mall. 
wre a&Uet114, 

ololl tab on my 
ApparenU7 tbe:r 



lfeoort.ndum concerning Sgt, S.rt»rd Bor&b, taP 2 

tor tbt Ott1c1r Co.~>didah Sf hool at llilollli Beach, Florida, 

Jut before ettipment Nl o·rd.er oa.m~ troiD hilber bta.dquartert to 
hold me up. Higher hee.dqu&rtere bad ordered. an inYII1i1p.Uon dt 'm:t 
oiYillan lite because ot ~ oonneatione with the c. I. o. 

Since th$t ~ ime, for nine montb 1, an txtln11Te 1n•eetigation ot 
~ pa et lift hae taken plaot , Wbere .. r I h~•• worked or l1Yed, F,B, I . or 
Wilitary Intell1genoe asen\1 ~·• inter•iewtd people who kn.- me. They 
obeo~ed my wito f·nd ln•eotiptod hor r ... u,y, ill oy .,..u qo.o boon Cob.,ed, 
and upon reot tpt, ebowu e •14eo.oe of ba•l.ng been opened, rM.d. and Hll&.lecl , 

IUlito.ry Intelligenoo hal queotioned mo at length " pOn two 
oooa.llone, 

All of 'hat 1 have not minded partioularl7, beoauee I ba•e nothlns 
to conceal. 1/h&t b$1 botherecL tnt 1& the baei• for and 'rend ot the inYee .. 
ttgation, ~nd the lor~ delay whiOb ~~ kept me "on toe" at Keetler Field 
durin& a war in which I am IU.l'& rn,y ta.lente could be UJed , 

Tbe time here tae not been entirely •sted. , While wa1Ung, I ha•e 
been a drill tnetructor, epacta l duty, t~ch1n& extended order and combat 
technique , thue helping to train practically all the b&eio traineea • bo 
ooiDI tbrougb Keeeler Field , 

For ~7 monthe, befng unaeaigned and ~1ting, I ... not eligible 
for r&tingt a.a a noncornmieeioned otttcer . The ottiotale o.t the Pield .. r e 
kind enou.gh in J.prU to r.alte me peranent pe.rty, to enable 01 to e&.m a 
rating if 1 could, while w&iting for a 4ecie1on on ~ c~se. In lela than 
three oonthe, haYing tkipped the gre.d.e or corpOl'$1, I wae rM4e eerge&nt, 

i'ron2 qu.ee t lone aalted · me and othere, I h&•e i'Lthered thll. t t he .1zmy 
b&a held up my candidacy on the following ground11 

1. M3 oOnneotloo wi th the Cto, ~here aeame to be eome obJection 
to QY labor bnc)tground as euoh (repreaentati• e• of unione being 
agitator• .. I •• onoe aeked. 1t 1 •• go1ng to W¥1ert&ke to 
organbe the Arra_y into a union}, but a p,.rUoular obJection tQ. 
the CIO , which 11em.e to be coneldtred. a d.&ncerou.a orpnhats. oo~ 

2, ~be CIO baa bad on lte payroll IHU bel1e•e4 to ba'Y'I b een 
oommunle te, and I ba•e eer•ed on Oommltteea, in oonntotlon w!th 
mJ union work in the eouth, ~nd m, partictpatton in tbl work at 
\be Sou\hern Oon!erenee for Huan iieltare; on wbicb there alto ' 
sat pereooa belieYed by Milita ry Intelligence to ha'Ye been oom-
mu.u..ie\e , / 

3. And apparent11, almoet \mbelieY&ble; tbtre h obJeo\lon to 
the 'ta.ot that l reei.cned. tram Jlr, JobD L, Ltwle' orpallatlon 
to ouppOr\ tho CIO. ~ro hal boon a hln' that had I ,..•lned 
lo7&l to Kr. Lnie, q caDC114ao1 would h&•• 'bem rtnwd. at 1••' 
more faYorabl.:r• 

- \ 
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lo ao\1on h~l been ~&ken on ~ 0~11 ~• ye~. 1 .. etill wal~inco 
There ie eome 1nd1o~~1on that the hol4-up 11 in W~lhinrton, among hiib 
o!tloiale, and that for all practical purpoeee, the in~eltlia~ion t•••lr 
b&e been completed . 1 

On the bahe or tbl reoor4• or otbere who entered the J.rlll)' wllen 
I did &Dd wbo h&~l, in ••~eral oa111, recel~ld pro.o,ione ~• oommieeionld 
officer• abo~e the cr-4• of eeoond lieu,enant, I bell•~• I am entitled 
•o oo~ete !or a oommi111on ~t aobool , or •~en ~o be cranted a dlreo' 
O~ii110no . 

'l'ht baeh for keeping me "on toe" 11 ~ retleotion on the demooraoy 
tor whioh we tight, and on the 010 ae an integral ~rt or our eooiety, 
I had intended to eay nothing ~bout all thie until the war'• end, but 
mtur·er reflecUon oon~1ncee me ~h&~ tbil ~ype ot dteori•1MUon 11 
dangeroue to the eecurl~y or the poet-war United St&~••· 

It h&e occurred to me that mention of my oaee to hisb J.dm1n1etrat1on 
men in Waehington, perhape to tbe Preeldent himeelt , mlsbt, t ogether with 
the weibht of other 1imilar oaeee that mu.t exlet in the oountry, break 
the Jam and oauoe f&Yorable action. rbie to partioul~rly true now that 
1 - •11eYI ~ papere t o be in Washington tor action. 

:Sernar4 :so~. SergN.n~. 

Sq~ron£, 52nd 'l'ra1n1ng Group 
~eeeler Pield, Kiee, 
J.uguet 14, 1943, 

C opted by ~nd tranemi tt ed throusb 
Lucy Bandollh lo!a1on, 
Southern Publlo Relatione Repreeen~tl~e 
Oongreee or Induotri~l Orsan1•~~1one 
7& IY,J S~reet, N. B,, A~lan~~. Georgia 



• • rw ~-eT~U .... ••• • • • • 

D .. r Kra. Roo••••lt• ~v 
~ Supplementins m1 letter to you about the ~a•• ot s~. I' hrnr.rd. Bo~, Sq\1&4!:211 J.,, b2nd Tralnlns Gl'oup, K .. alar Jl'leld, Jllu., I il&(i a talltwHh Ralph KGOUl, .141\or or the Ulante Conatitutlon, about Borah, 

R&lph h&e j W!t returned from a million to ~land. Be s-•• good a4•1ce to Borah when he wae lea•lna t he Cl O t or the J.r1111• 'l'he t wo of them ha4 beoome frlende tbro\lllh .,. and McGill think• •4rY highly or Borah . 

I told •reG ill about Borah '• balna held up for eomething like nine month• ftnd t he ax\tneiwa 1n•eet1ga~1one of hie caaa bJ men from the FBI and ~1litar,y lnt al liganoa. KrCill eaid two euoh man had bean to oae him on different occaolone . 

Be told me to write Borah that he had dietlnotl7 gathered the lmpraeeion that CIO act1•1t1ee - or rather be i ng on the ClO payrpll - wae the real haole or the delay in adY&nc1ng Borah to an Officare ' Tra ining Oemp. I think it 11 eignificant t~t without !mowing anyth1ns from Borah himeelt , l.!cGill got the hQlrullon tbt.t t ba only reaeon for in .. atigatins Borah wae hie union affiliation. 

McGill wae quite depreeeed o•ar thle caoa , but did not ••• what he could do to help clear it up, ae he bad ct•en t he raote when the two in•e•tigatore oalled on him. Be bali•••• in Borah. 

Sincerely youre, 

•' 



~110\ationo !roc le\\ero to Luc7 Randolph IIUon frc. s.-, :Bernard :Borah, 
Squ.dr on ~. &2D4 !reinina Gro~p, Keoeler field, 111eeieelpp1, Sep\enber 
14, 1943 and October Z, 1943. 

I I 
Sephml>er 14} 194:S . "Did I tell you or rtJ¥ moo t recont \&lko •ith my 
ooanknding o rloor ? He ~lled me in to tell me tb&t he had cotten dle­
turbed oYe r the lona delay and had talked ..tth Hili\ar7 Int ellicence. He 
f ?und thu !.lUi t"ry InhllipDOe here &ed 1n t he reclo•l otrioeo a t .u­
l&nta hold tound my rooord oloar "'nd had reo0111:1endod that I be eent to 
echool , and th&t there wae no longer •••n a pr e t enoe or & reaoon tor hold­
inc me up. There you are. I tbo~t you would be interested in the taot 
t hat MI and the poet ha•e definit ely found ~e clear &j¥1 haYe reco111n~ded me." 

"'ord has come to me tba t Heywood hat o.c tually t alked •i th the liar llepert­
~ent about the o"'ee , •bleb meant thot the CIO io acti•el7 i nt erested and 
that Ph11 1lurrey ...,., have put hie 01t on it." 

"Tho ,...r oituatlon l~o tnken a ollibtly bad turn tonlcht. I'•• been eittinc 
bare lloteninc to the radio. We were bound to ~·• oome oet backo, and it io 
Juot ao well that tbe n.,.o comeo now , to oober publio opinion and ~It• uo 
buok l e down. Too many people were about to get too l&ok&daioical about the 
,...r ettort. - - - - Tb&nk God tor Labor Union ezperienoe, It te.eheo one 
patience, and . the ability to accept oet backo • lthout being greatl7 d ieturbed 
by tbeo, knowing that diligence ..tll brinc e•entual oucceea. !tter all , work­
ing people alwnyo ha•e moTe t"'lluree than eucceeeee, but like the tradi t i onal 
Britioh, they alw&<yo win t he lao~ battle." 

"!nd ~he .or and tho labor movcmcn~ are alike in th"'t' 7ou muet keep tish~lng , 

payinc l1~tle attontion to oucceeeee or f•Uureo along the road, keeping your 
equilibrium and your cood eenee and your paeoion tor Juetioe "'nd your dlli­
eonce , becau.eo after all ~be laet bt.ttle and the whole war are the import,nt 
t h inge . " 

Oo\ ober 3 , 1943. "Thoro ie no additional newe. I ha•e been unable to learn 
aD)'thlng eloe. In recent daye I hn•o no t even .rona to the highe r p9et o!!ioialo 
bore to tAlk with thom, I cer6&1nly l ooks ao It they moan for me to w&<it tor 
the duration . " 

"Bare at Keesler we b&Ye etepped up our training procraa, and ~be Job i e moo t 
enJoyable . For !netance, this ne xt week I'm t o take a croup or rookiee t o the 
range tor some practice in moct b&ttlee -- eoall mllitar7 probleae embraoing 
examples of indi Yldu&l eecurit 7. Se•en daye and oe•en nl&hte or it , and we 
oucht to b&Ye a srand time. The rookleo will know a great deal more about how 
to protec t themeel • •• when the thine i e o•er , and I hope to know a creat deal 
more about how t o he l p the rooki ee . The tbinge I teach c&n ea•e l i vee, and 
i t ie cood to teal that one a&¥ b&•e he l ped thooe bo71 that ooon wi l l be out 
wber e t he bombo and the bulleto tall ." 



•llt.o at.&~oa tha~orci:1 Bypagl ~~o,..h,J>&o boon lnnoU.ph<l b)' 
llillt.orr Intolllpnco li hu boon concludo<l tho~ he nonr bolon,o<l 
~ C-ute Part and dooa not now. Hu rite probob}T u. hra to ' 
hu att~ O!!lcor Candi<lato Schnc1 han bMn ruo•o<l and ont17 
int-o Anq Air Porcoa Aclld.nhtratin Otticor Can<li<lato Schnc1 bocl.nninf 
Januar7 8th ha• been ••cured. 

Decmller 17, 194). 

My dear ·L!lan l!oaont 

lera. ttooae•1elt tun n.a~td ne to 
I 

oend 1011 the mcloeou Contiuontial ,...,_ 

rondu !ro;, the Tio.r .le!'4rt.oont. 

Vc17 oi.nccrc}T )IOUI'a, 

3ocrot:>ry ~ 
JJro. Hoo,cvolt. . 

10 
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TMC WMIT C: HOU•C 

W,..MINo-fOH 

5o~r 9, 194$ 

Ore-ar *Jor D!t..-enport.t 

I hive Hf-11 rour con!identitl 
report on tbe ease ot Serao•nt Bernard 
Borah. 

T H E W H IT£ HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

:,U.es LW:Y ;.Lason, ?rho U 
int·ereat.td 11\ Sergeant Se.,_ rd Borah, 
1n.s1at.s th.f.t he 1.5 !!5!! a eQ&ltiW'd.st 
and that. t.he u:U.on r or "11hieh he worked, 
the /.::Jaltta!M t.ed Clothin& '!orke.r-a urn on, 
u ant ot the te• wU.cM ab:sol"'telt tnte 
ot c~t control. 

~-c. 'D1C:CPCI Cl' 
5-ecnt.a.ry t.o 
1!n . !DCl$CTelt. 

71<-.::T 
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