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June 12, 1943

Dear ¥r. MoCloy:

Thahk you for sending me the report

en 4 I;m.mtlltmmm-rn
eturning 16,48 you requssted.

t
Can't you change the cadre and preven
the colered WAAC's from going?

Very sincerely yours,

Hon, J. J. McCloy /
seretary of War

Washington, D.C.

Ratumed

Lt, Col, Marshall's let., of May 21 to Colonel Wm. P. Scobey
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

June 10, 1943

Dear Mrs. Roosevaelt:

Knowing thet you ere interested inm matteras
affecting the Japenese snd particularly us to the wis-
dom of loeceting the Japanese units at Cemp Shelby, I
am sending you & copy of a report made to my Executive
Officer by en officer who has recently made an inspectlon
of the units.

After you have hed & chanee to reed it, I won-
der if you would be good enough to ssk your secrstary to

return 1it.
Sincerely,
—
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¥ o ¥ x 3
fh.- oy fAeve of B f:-fr'..r“
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Mra. Franklin [. Roosevelt . &8 g f : /
The Whita House b




(See letter from Ldwin R. Embree - 6/9/43)

A
Juns 15. 1943.

Dear Mr. MeCloy:

I hear most discouraging
reports about the Negro division in
Arizona, at Fort Huachuca.

Is there any chance of
their golng out before long into
active service?

Very sincerely yours,

Mr. John J. MeCloy

Washington, D. C.
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

At the April meeting of the Fund, the Pres-
ident was instructed to appoint a committee

to consult with officers of the United States Army sbout the use of
Negro troops, especially sbout the use for combat duty of the pllots

who had been trained at the eirfield at Tuskegee.
pointed you and Doctor Alexander to serve with him on this committes.

1.

3.

The President ap-

By way of progress the committee reports:

A Negro flying force is now in North Africa assigned to
combat duty. This informetion, which was given us con-
fidentislly, has now been released by the censor and re-
ported in the public press. This active use of Negro
flyers, long overdue, hes definitely raised Negro morale.

John J. MeCloy, Assistant Secretary of War, has teken the
initistive in inviting Doctor Alexander to consult with him
gebout the use of Negro troops. Doctor Alexander has made a
number of suggestions both as to the wider use of Negroes in
combat service and as to adequate publicity for the services
rendered by Negro troops in the field. There is evidence
thet these suggestlons are being acted upon.

Conditions at Fort Huachuca, the encampment of the Negro
Division in Arizona, are still bad. Troops see no likeli-
hood of active service und colored officers see little hope
of equitable promoticns. The feeling is that the colored
troops, already grossly overtrained, are being held simply
ag "laboratory material® for the training of white officers.
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Mre. Eleanor Roosevelt
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Visits to Camp Fobert Small, the Naval Training Base at

the Great Lakes Training Station near Chicago, show, on the
whole, better conditions and better morale than might be
expacted. The men seem to feel thet Commander Armstrong

ie sincerely interested in their welfare and is doing ebout
as much as he can in view of the well-known attitude of

the Navy. There are indications that in the not distant
future a few Negroes may be sctually commissicned, If this
were done, in even a few cases, the morals would Jump. Im
spite of resentment at the attitude of the Navy, the sev-
eral thousand men seem to like the camp. The diseipline
and morale are certainly far sbove that st the Army camp
&t Huachueca,

Very truly yours,

—_— 33
= S

Mrs. Eleancr Roosesvelt
The White House
Waghington, D. C.




Septecher 27, 1943. U‘O

Thank you for your letter of
August 26th. I appreclate so mach your
writing.

I saw Jimay when I arrived
back and thought he looked well.

Very slncerely yours,

kr. John J. MeCloy
Assistant Secretary of War
Nashington, D, C. E
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR ,“’
WASHINGTON %t
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I heve just returned from a trip to
Aleska end up in the Aleutien Chaln. I heppened |
to be put sboerd the batileshlp thet served ss
the hesdguarters for the expedition to Kiske
durlng the course of the cperatlons therc. I was
surprised to see your son Jemss on boerd. He
egked me to convey his love to you mnd the
President, end to tell you that he wes feeling
fine.

In splte of the lack of sun in those

parte, he did look well.
Slncaraly;
.

Mrs. Frenklin D. Roosevelt
The White House

s S e ———
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Beptembar 70, 1043

Dear Mr. MeCloy:

The encloeed tnlegral ie a very
diff'eult one to ana=rr. know 1f this
i a stute or privately owned hue, thore
1t nothing the Army can do ~hout it., If
1%t 18 rn Army bue, I think we ghoul?! be
able to tresd colored and white equally
in uelng transportation.

These colored boye 1lis side by
glde in the hospitals in the southwest
Facific with the white boye and somehow.
it 1r hard for me to belleve thst they
should not be tronted on an equal basilse,
after my recent trip than before. Some
of them from the south are quite evidently
inferior In mentality ond education. Newnr-
thelese they do the Job and they get ¥1llea
Juet the same as the white boys.

Very sincerely yours,

Kr, John J. NeCloy \
etary of Jar

asashington, D. C..



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

October 2, 1943

.'\ ¥ 'rlj
Dear Mre. Roosevelt: -

I have your note of the 29th with the
encloged telegrem from Mre. Ossie Jarrell.

We heve hed & number of complaints in
the past ms to mistreatment of negroes riding from
camp to town, but I had thought thet the problems
were 8l]l straightened out by this time. We sent
inspectors around to deel with just this situstion
and I know there hes been & general improvement.
However, I will make pome inguirles into the Camp
Livingeton situetion to see whether further steps
have to be taken, &nd &g eoon e I hsve gotten a
report I will let you know.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The ¥hite House

d‘z
2t
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Yo
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= no address rr’ Mrs. Jarrell

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D, C.
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30 Ogtober 1943

Daar Mrs. Hoosevelt: :]/HH MC Ld r/

The Inspector General has had an investigation made of
ths complaint forwarded with your letter to me of September 289%th
nnuarnu‘ race disorimsination in transportation facilitles at
X ston, Loulsiana, The complaint came to you in the
orm o .. slsgram, returnsd herewith, from Mra., Ossie Jarrell of
Ohioago and apparsntly smanated from her son, Private Lloyd Jarrell,
who was temporarily statlioned at Oamp Livingston,

The substance of the complaint was that colored soldiers
ware not permitted to ride on the "Oovernment bus" from Camp
Livingaton to Alsxzandria, Loulslana. I find that although the
busses in question are painted mn olive drab, they are not oper-
ated by the Army but are under lesase to the Interurban Transporta-
tion Company, Ine., m local concern, whigh was furnished with this
squipment to relieve a serious shortage. Under a Louisiana statute
this company, as well as mll other public carriers, is reguired to
provide "equal but separate mccomodations for the white and colored
races”, DBefors thase vehlcles wers converted into busses they
wers automobile-ocarriers, and their unorthodox structurs renders
compliance with the segragation requirement diffioult. It alse
appears that the turn-around aresm at the colored bus station in
Alsxandria is not spacious enough for this type of bus. Accordingly
the Interurban Transportation Company resched a declsion to nse
this particular type for white passengers only. Hagular-type busses
are furnished for the transportation of colored soldiers, and this
is done on a scals whioch 1is esqual in proportion to transportation
faollities avallable to white troops.

As I think you kmow, ths War Department has made an
exhanstive study of transportation to snd from Army posts, with
spscific emphasis on the gquestlon whether mdequate facilitlss are
avallable for colored troops. While the Army cannot control the
policies of privately opsrated companies, the gquestion has been
sxplored with these concerns, and a definite improvement has
resulted. Most of the complaints of this nature that we now get
turn ont upon investigation to be traceabls to erver-all transporta-
tion shortagen.

8inoerely,

9542,

Mrs. Franklin D. Roomsvalt
The White House
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L CHICAGO ILL SEP 27 1943
MRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

WHITE HOUSE
DEAR MADAM | AM THE MOTHER OF PVT LLOYD D JARRELL 36793324
MEDICAL SECTION DET 2 STATION HOSPITAL CAMP LIVINGSTON
LOUISIANA A COLORED SOLDIER UNITED STATES ARMY FIRST | REGRET
70 SPEAK OF MY SON AS A COLORED SOLDIER IN THE UNITED STATES
ARMY BUT UNDER THE PRESENT CONDITIONS ESPECIALLY IN THE SOUTH
THAT 1S HIS CLASSIFICATION | AM MAKING AN URGENT APPEAL FOR
YOU TO DO AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE TO EQUALIZE THE STATUS OF ALL
THE MEN IN THE ARMED FORCES MY SON AS WELL AS OTHER COLORED



WB4/2
SOLDIERS 1S NOT ALLOWED To R|DE TO TOWN ON THE GOVERNMENT BUS
FROM CAMP LIVINGSTON LA TO ALEXANDRIA LA TO US THAT MIGHT
SEEM TO BE SOMETHING SMALL BUT TO A SOLDIER ANY SOLDIER
SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY THIS IS OF THE UTMOST
" IMPORTANCE BECAUSE HE KNOWS THAT HE 1S NOT WEARING H1S
UNIFORM FOR FUN HE IS BEING CALLED UPON TO DEFEND HIS COUNTRY
AND FIGHT FOR DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES WHICH HE 1S NOT ALLOWED
T0 ENJOY

MRS 0SSIE JARRELL.




30 Ogtober 1943

Desr Mra, Roossvelt!

The Inspector Gensral has had an investigation made of
the complaint forwarded with your letter to me of Japtembar 29%th
eonorrning race disorimination in transportation facilities at
Opmp Livingeton, Loulsiana. The aomplaint came to you in the
form of a talagram, returnsd herewith, from Mra. Ossle Jarrsll of
Ohiengo and mppnrently emanated from her mon, Private Lloyd Jarrell,
whe was temoorarily stationed at Comp ldvingston.

The substance of the complaint was that colorsd soldiers
wars not pormltted to ride on the "Government bus" from Camp
Livinreton to Alexandrin, Louisiana, I find that although the
bumess in question ars palnted an olive drab, they are not opar-
rted by the Army but are under lsase to the Interurban Iransporta-
tion Companr, Inc., m looal conoern, whioh was furnished with this
squinpment to relieve a merious shortags. Under a Louisiana statute
this eompany, ac well ms all other publio earriers, is required to
rrovide "equal but separate mccomodations for the white and colored
races". Befors thess vehicles were converted inte busses they
wera automobile-carriers, nod thelr unorthodox structure rendsrs
gompliance with the segregation requirement difficult. It also
appears that the turn-around arem mt the colored bus station in
Alexandrin i@ not spacious snoush for this type of bus. Asaordingly
the Interurbnn Transportation Company remched a deelsion to use
this particular type for white pRssrngers ouly. Regular-typs busses
are furniehed for the traneportation of colored soldlers, and this
is done on a scale which im equel in proportion to transportation
facilities available to whits troops.

As 1 think you know, the War Deprrtment has made an
exhaustive study of transportation to and from Aruy posts, with
specific emphasis on the question whether adequate facilities are
avallable for colored troops. While the Army oannot pontrol the
polleles of privately operated companies, the guestlon has been
sxplored with these concerns, and a definite improvement has
resulted. Most of the complaints of this naturs that we now get
turn out upon investigation to be traceabls to over-all transporta-
tlon shortases,

Jinasrely,
(SIemm) Jom 5. wozoy

Mrs. Franklin D, Roossvelt
The White House




Novesber 25, 1648

Dear Mr. WoCley:

I think this repert tnY M_Eiﬂp
deserves real attention, and I have sent &
eopy to Genersl Marshall,

The feeling among the colorsd peopla im
very sad.and I think they should ba given a
chanoe to prove their mettle. 1 fee] they have
scasthing to gain in the war,

Very sincerely yours 3

Hon. Joh
AssIFtant Secretary of War




Dear Mr. UeCloy:
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it Af you wdll ses and talk to him.
Very sincerely yours,

|
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