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March 4, 1945

Desr ur. Uyer: '

1 aa sending you a letter I have
received # E. Harriet Oipson,.
Seattle, Washington, cn the subject of
Japanese-imerican evacuaticn,

‘ I would appreciate your letting i

me koow what the position of the War
Belocation Authority is for the future,

Very sincerely yours, : o

Hon,Dillon 5. Myer
Director, Nar Relocation huthori ty
Washington nC
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Ky dear Mrs. Roosevelt: L3 r_-‘!! i e

¥ 1)
This is in reply to your note of February 20, 1943 re- E
questing my opinion as to the truth of & letter and repor
sant to you by Miss E. Harrlet Glpson of Seattls, Wash-

ington.

Some of the statements made by Miss Oipson refer to judg-
ments of various individuals which cannot be precisely
weighed. K I-should say that Miss Glpson's report is sub-
stantially to the point in showing that treatment of the
Japanese-Americans does not accord with the objectives we
have set in fighting this war.

To clte a few facts: It 1s true that rumors of sabotage by
Japanese residents of Hawali during the attack on Pearl

" Harbor hawe no foundation in fact. It is true that the
Japanese wers evacukted from the West Coast to forestall
poasible sabotage in the event of an invasion and not be-
cause evidence of sabotage was already at hand. It is true
that Japanese were lumped indiscrimimately in assembly cen-
ters without regard to age or background and given a nominal
wage or subsistence,

¥When the Committes reported on the svacuation, wo took the
position that military necessity must be accepted as a final
fact and we urged, with anxious regard for the future, that




* the Japanese bs resettled in communities so organized as to
utilize thelr full skills and talents in war employments and
to facilitate their ultimate, completa participation in
normal American 1ife,

The War Relocation Authority in undertaking to transfer as
many as possible of the Japanese to private employment in non-
military areas is pursuing a policy which admits that- satis—
factory resettlement commnities cannot be achieved,

The evacuation itself and subsequent developments to date have
not tended to clear up the confusion and doubt in the public
mind. concerning loyalty of the Japanese-Americans,

I take the liberty of enclosing the Committee's Fourth Interim
Report which states our official position in regard to the
evacuation problem. In the event that ¥you should wish further
information with respect to this matter, I should be glad to
have one of the members of the Committee's staff talk to you
or your secretaries, .

With all good wishes, I am

Enclosure




March 15, 1945

Dear Wr. uyer,
Thank ycu very much for your letter
of March 15, 1 &m intsrested to Bee your
recomsendation to the Secretary of war and
I agres with ¥You,
Sincerely yours, o

Hen, D. 5, Myer
Director, War Relocation Autherity

'l’l-lhiugtnn, D.C.
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OFFCE OF THE DIRECTOR

Mras. Frenklin D. Roosevelt g
The White House il
Washington, D. C. =4l

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I have your note of March 4, with the attached copy of
letter from Miss E. Harriet Gipson of Seattle, Washington. I
was very much interested in the nresentation made by Miss CGipson
and Miss Wolfe.

You kmow, of course, that the evacuatlon was carried out
wnder authority of the President provided in Executive Order
5066, because it was determined by the War Department that the
evaouation was a military neceasity. The War Relogcation Auth-
ority was then established under Exeoutive Order 9102, same
wesks after the first evacuation was ordered.

The War RHelocatlion Authority is in agreement with much
that 1s sald in the mimeogrephed statement signed by Miss Gipson
end Migs Wolfe. It is our opinion, however, that oritieclsm of
the evacuation at this late date amcromplishes little and may
prejudice tho positive stepe that should be teken to overcome
gome of the problems caused by evacuation. The ten relocation
ganters were established because the evacsuated people et the
time of evacuation had no place to go where they would be ac-
cepted. The leave polioy of the War Relooation Authority
provides that anyons may request leave provided they have o
place to go end ean take ocare of themselwves, if investigation
indicates they are not dengerous to the internal seocurity of
the country, snd if the community to which they wish to go is
not generally sntagonletie to their presence. We also requirs

[ 4 those who are given indefinite leave to keep us informed re-
garding their address. :

! Within the past few days I have sent to Secretary /_*/ L J w2
Stimson & confidential letter, s copy of which 1s spclosed, - =7
outlining somsthing of the history snd problems cof the War "r.f /7 e ,n';t*
Relooation Authority, and making a roccmmendstion regarding
plans for the future. The only reascn for making this letter 7 Gt
confidential is the feot that part of my recommendstion pro- ¢/ /77" .
vides that many of the evaouses may return to the evacuated
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area after being properly cleared by a joint boerd. Becouse
this procedure would require a change in the evacuation orders,

' 1 do not care to make it public until we have had an oppertunity
to disoues it fully with the War Dopartment. I hope you will find
time to resd this letter, even though it is rather long.

In your reply to Miss Glipson you may wish to refer %o the }
recent hearings of the Senate Military Affairs Committes which § o0
have been publighed in two parts end include the genersl poli-

aleg of the War Gelocation Authority. Coples of these %mo
publicetions are attached in case you should want to send them

to Miss Glpsocn.

If after reading the letter addressed to Seeratary Stimson
you are interected in oursuing the matter further, I would be
wery gled to discuss the policies and problems of the War Reloeoa-
tion Authority with you at your convenlence.

. Singerely,

ol

Director

Enclosure
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April 13, 1945 f

Dear Mr. Myer:

Nre, Roossvelt as ¥ to send you
the enclosad letter fr + Eusisn,
1205 West 26th Street urer, Washington,

and to say that she would appreciats your
having somecne advise Mr, Kusian,

Very sinaerely yours,

Seoretary to
Mrs, Roosevelt
/f"

\_ Honorable Dillon S Mysr .
~ Director, Wer Re uthority
Washington, D.C. 0

Wife in relocation camp as she is of Japanese ancestry - he could not
go with her as he had to stay with his mother, whose physical conditien
would not allow her too to go, Wife may not return home because she has
ne children, He is in an essentisl industry and any change would

caume his reclassification into 1-4,




May 18, 1943

Dear Mr. Myer)

Mre. Roosevelt asks me to send you
the enclosed letter l‘rql‘rn. Theress
Takayoehi, of Winidoks Center, Mre. Rocsevelt

thinks that Mrs, Takayoshi and her children
lhnulld be allowed to returmn to Seattla,

Very sincerely yours,

Searetary to

Wrse, Rocaevelt
Director, War Authort ;
Washington, D0, o

0
Her mother Irish father Japanese - husband Japanese descent - children thres-

fourths Jap, Chose to go to Rel, Caup with husband, though she =might have
remained in Seattle, Husband new joinin_ combat unit and she wants too
bakktc Seattle, where her mother assumes résponsibility, She can go, but
children will not be permitted to leave - thay are % and 7 yrs, old
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May 51, 143

Dear U¥r. Uysr:

1 would appreciste your letting
me know if Secrestary Stimson's recomsendation
on the alien Japaness is being oonsidered

now?y
Yery aincerely yours, a
| Hon, D1110n Wyer
“War Relocation Authority .
Washington,D.C.

/\/Tf?ﬂﬂf‘f’ S l " i ot
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: T
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I have delayed answerlng your letter of Msrch 20 pending
more complete development of War Department policies with respect
to our Japanese population. I have spent much time and thought on
the problem, which is a difficult one at best. The problem is not
aided by the fact that there are several antagonistlic minority groups
in state legislatures and elsewhere who are digposed to consider all
parsong of Japanese ancestry inherently disloyal to this country. I
enclose a typical pamphlet recently received. J

While the resettlement of the evacuees Lis the responsibility
of the War Relocation Authority, the War Department interposes no ob-
Jection to the immediate release from relocation centers of all loyal
American citizens of Japanese ancestry so that they mey be free to
lead normal lives and to participate in the war effort in the same
manner ag the rest of our populestion. To this end, the War Department
has recently established a regimegtal combat team to be composed of
Japanese-American volunteers. The response to this plan was most
enthuaiastic in Hawail whers, as you know, most of the Japanese-
Americans have been treated like anyone else. The response from
the relocation centers, on the other hand, has been far from satis-
factory, although at Minidoka, the relocatlon center situated near
Eden, Idaho, over 17 per cent of the male citizens of military age
volunteered.

The War Department has also set up a Japanese-American
Jolnt Board, composed of representatives of the Army and Navy intelli-
gence agencies and of the War Relocation Authority. The purpose of
this Board is to clear appropriate individuals for employment inm wital
war plants, and generally to assist the War Relocation Authority in
determining the loyalty of evacuees end their eligibility for release
from relocation centers on indefinite leave. It is hoped that the
work of this Board will help to expedite the restoration of loyal
Japanese-Americans to useful war employment.

Unfortunately, a rather marked deterioration in evacuee
morale appears to have occurred at the relocation centers. While this
is certainly in part the natural result to be expected from confinement,
I believe that the activities of pro-Axis minorities in each center have
been & major factor i{n promoting unrest and destroying confidence in
this country among the evacuees. The War Department has urged on several

f| ]




occaslons that the undesirables be Segregated out and kept by themselves,
but 1ittle has as yet been accomplished in this direction.

I understand that Mr. Myer of the War Relocation Authority
sent you a copy of his letter to me of March 11, which goes into our
Japaness problem at length. You may find my reply of interest, and I
therefore encloses a COpY.

Relative to your inquiry concerning the colored flying unit
at Tuskeges, there are three kinds of flying training going on down
there. Preflight instruction is being given at the College, and primary
and basic flying at the Aroy field., After completion of training, gquali-
fled individuals will be selected for evertual use in combat, The 99th
Fighter Squadron, for example, wea moved from Tugkegee some tinme ago, and
is now in an active combat theater.

Pleage let me know ig_Ixuan\giva you any further information.

Ny
Sincerely yours,

‘7/4&5, S

Secretary of War,

Mra. Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White Housa,

Washington, D. C,

Enclosures - 2




May 10, 1943

Dear Mr, Myer:
ek

I have given careful consideratlion to your letter of
Mareh 11, 1943, in which you review the history of the evacua-
tion of persons of Japanese ancestry from certain areas on the
West Cosst, and subsequent developments. Your letter mlso
analyzee certaln problems which the War Relocatlon Authority
is presently encountering, and you outline three alternate plans in
eolution thereof on which you soliclt my comments and recommendatlons.

While under Executive Order 9102 promulgated March 18,
1942, the War Helocatlon Authority has been charged with ex—
elusive responsibllity for the care and resettlement of persons
of Japanese ancestry evacunted from the West Coast, the Army
has been in contact with several asnects of the program at first
hand, For instance, the Army ran the assembly centers to which
the evacuees were initinlly transferred, pending constructlion
of the relocatlon projects by Army engineers. The Army super—
viped the movement of the evacuees from thelr homes to the
assembly centers and from the assembly centers to the releocestlon
projecta. Eecently the Army teame vislted the relocatlon centers
to procurs, in cooperation with the War Relocetlion Authority, the
accomplishment of loyalty questlonnalres. In eddition, there
have been from time %o time numerous comsultations between the
War Relocation Authorlty and the War Department on such mie-
cellansous matters ae attendance of Japanese evacuses at educa-
tional imetitutions, entry of evacuees into critiesl defense
areas, and the malntemance of order ln the relocation centers
themselves. I am glad to give you the views of the War Depart-
ment based on this accumulated experlence.

A serlous deterioration in evacues morale has been
noted in recent montha. This unsatisfactory developement appears
to be the result in large measure of the activities of a viclous,
well-organlzed, pro—~Japanese minority group to be found pt each
relocation project. Through agitation end by violence, these
groups galned control of many aspects of internal project adminie-
tratlon, sc much so that it became disadvantageous, and sometimes
dangerous, to exprese loyalty to the United States. The fact that




these groups were permlitted to remain in power not only shook the

confidence of the loyal ones in thelr Government, but aleo effective-

ly etifled the expremsion of pro-American sentiment. It hee been, and
remaine, the oplnion of the War Department, alresdy frequently expreesed

to you, thet much trouble could have been avolded if these trouble makers hed
been removed from the relocatlion centers and pleaced in rigorous confinement.

To be sare, thers were other reascns for the decline in evacuee
morale, some of which you have touched upon in your letter. There i
little incentive at the projects to work, Belations between perent and child
are difficult, with the child no longer dependent upon his parents for
shelter, for food, or for clothing. Absence of the normal outlets for
youthful enthusimem brings an increase Iin juvenile delinguency.

I am compelled, however, to the conclusion that fallure to teke
pgeresslve actlon agalnet those individuals who were actively workling
azainet the intereste of thie Government is a primary cause for the marked
deterioration in avecuee loyalty. You wlll understand, of course, that my
purposs is not to criticize, but to lay the basle for intelligent future
actlion.

It is the War Department's considered oplalon that the War
Relocation Authorlty should take immediste steps t0 screen osut from the
centers snd segregnte in close confinement all individusle appearing to
have pro-Japanese sympathies. This would include the alrerdy substantiel
number of individusls who heve anplled for repatriation, as well as tha
trouble makers. It is slgnificant that the evacuees themselves propose
gegregation as a necessary step too long delayed, snd volunteer the opinion
that the situstion will grow worse et an accelerated rate 1f mction 1ls not
taken immedistely. It seems clear to me that the problem of reséttlement
of persons of Japanese ancestry loyal to this country would be measureble
pimplified through segregation, as it would constitute afi-semirance to the
American publie that the bad sctors had been effectively dealt with.

The importance which the War Department sttaches to segregation
randers premature any consideration of relaxing the restrictlons in force
in the Western Defenee Command agalnst persons of Japanese ancestry, as sug-
gested in your Plans B and 0. The War Department, however, 1s not necessarily
committed to a polley of maintaining these restrictlions for the duration of
the war. The questlon cun easily be reconslidered efter the results of
segregatlon have been obaerved.
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In the meantime, the War Department will continue to do
all 1t can to mesist the War Relocation Authority in the permenent
resettlement of all persons of Japanesa ancestry loyal to the United
States, sc that their services mar be profitably utilized in the war
effort. In this connection, the reinstitution of Zanerael Selective
Service procedures is belng anctively consldered. The recent establish-
ment by the War Departuent of the Japanese American combat team should
prove helpful in Procuring general public acceptance for loyal Japanese
Americans. Similarly, the operations of the Japanese American Joint
Board initiated by the War Department, will clear the way to the enploy-
ment of many loyal Jepanese Amerlcsns in War industry,

Sincerely yours,
/S/ HENRY L. STIMSON

Sacretary of War

Mr. Dillon 8. Myer, Director
War Helocation Authority
Room 822, Barr Bullding
Washington, D. ©,




DRAKE UNIVERSITY
DES MOINES., |DWA

\ March 16,1943

Mrs. Franklin D.Roosevelt
The Yhite House
Washington, D,.C.

We, the Student-Faculty Council of Nrake University
with a general senae of responsibility for the continuanece of
our country on a4 democratic basis, do protest Concurrent Reso-
lution Number 20 which was passed by the Towa Senate on Febt'u,ﬁr:r
25, and by the Towa House of Representativea on February 26.

We protest this resolution with personal knowledpge of
the unquestioned national loyalty and the fine scholarship record
of the twenty-eight Americans of Japanese extraction now on our
campus,

We unequivocally feel a very special sense of respon-
sibility for their citizenship rights and believe t.ha._t they should
have full educational opportunities within the United States that
they might better understand and spread our democratic wey of
living,

Further, we instruct our secrestary to send copies of
thls protest to the following:

Governor Rourke Hickenlooper

The Iowz House of Representatives
The Towa Senate

Preaident Franklin D. Roosevelt

Guy Cillette, Senator from Iowa
Paul Cunningham, Representative from Iowa

Bob Spiegel

President, Drake Student-=Faculty Mouncil

R
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Resolution Against Jap Program

Following is the resolution
adopted Tuesday night by the Pa-
jaro Valley and Watsonville De-
fense council:

Whereas it has beén announced
through the press:

1. That the Secretary of War
contemplntes that some 28000 na-
tive-born Japaness shall be incor-
porated into the United States
:SI -in separate combat units;

2, That the Federal authorities
contemiplate the release of from
25,000 to 40,000 Japaness from
Relocation camps where they are
now restrained, with no announced
provision for adequate surveil-
lanee or control; and

Whereas, the Pajarg Valley and
Watsonville Defense Council, the
membership of which is made up
of representatives of all civic or-
ganizations in the community, at
a meeting held for the purpose of
considering these matters, has of-
flcially expressed its opinion that
such eontemplated actlon would be
inimical to the best interests and
to the welfare and effective de-
fense of our country;

Be it resolved. that we most
vigorously and earnestly protest
against the above proposed ac-
tions and each of them; that we
convey this protest to the Secre-
tary of War, to the War Reloca-
tion board, to ocur congressmen
and senators and to the President
of the United States.

That we urge upon these au-
thoritiea the following reasons,
based upon an extensive experi-
ence with the Japanese, for more
than 40 years, an intimate knowl-
edge of thelr character, and our
observation of what occurred on
December 7, 1841, and immediate-
ly thereafter:

(1) Fellowing Pearl Harbor and
for the defense of the West Const
agninst attack and msabotage the
Army winely moved the Japansse
from the Pacific Coast. NOW TO
PFERMIT THEM TO RETURN TO
THEIR FORMER HAEBITAT

—

WOULD SUBJECT US AGAIN
TO THE DANGER OF SERIOUS
SABOTAGE AND DIFFICULTY
IN DEFENDING OUR SHORE
LINE IN THE EVENT OF AT-
TACK,

(2) DUE TO THE TEMPER OF
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC
SINCE THE DASTARDLY AT-
TACK AT PEARL HARBOR we
feel that IT WOULD BE DETRI-
MENTAL TO THE BEST IN-
ERESTS OF THE JAPANESE
THEMSELVES TO ALLOW
THEM TO RETURN FOR RESI-
DENCE ON THE WEST COAST,

and that diffieult additional po-
licing problems would be present-
ed thereby In effecting their
safety.

(3) IT Is IMPOSSIBLE TO
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN LOY-
AL AND DISLOYAL JAPA-
NESE. We are In no position to
jydge the emotions of the Japa-
nese inpsmuch as they have main-
tained their own schools and re-
ligion, and in many cases, dual
citizenship with their main alle-
glance to the Emperor of Japan.

(4) IF JAPANESE WERE AL-
LOWED TO RETURN TO THIS
AREA WE COULD NOT EX-
PECT THE COOPERATION OF
PRESENT AGRICULTURAL OR
INDUSTRIAL LABORERS AL-
READY ENGAGED IN THE
WAR EFFORT IF THEY WERE
CALLED UPON TO WORK
WITH JAPANESE EVACUEES.

15) TO ALLOW YOUNG JAP-
ANESE TO LEAVE RELOCA-
TION CAMPS FOR EDUCA-
TIONAL PURPOSES IN OUR
COLLEGES WOULD BE UN-
JUST AND INEQUITABLE AS
IT AFFECTS OUR OWN AMER-
ICAN BOYS WHO HAVE BEEN
TAKEN OUT OF COLLEGE AND
ARE 350 LOYALLY SERVING
THEIR COUNTRY in the armed
forces to the detriment of thelr
education and employment.

RESOLUTION AGAINST JAF PFPREOGREAM

(4) IT IS THE OPINION of THIS RESOLUTION ADOPT-
this councll that these J ED this 23rd nt'm
should be contributing substan- Mahl’ ARD V.
tially to the war effort but we AND WATSONVILLE DEFENSE
tm:;éﬂltﬂmﬂdhalnmm COUNCIL.
wr m the Pacific Coast and : J. E. GARDNER,
:[N];;T::J:mvm BY THE :
ARMY, IN NO EVENT SHOULD u'm-u
THEY BE DISBURSED commell

THE COUNTRY
WITHOUT C. H. BAKER,
FOR ABBOLUTE SURVEIL- of the city of
Exof-

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED ficlo chalrman of

THAT THE JAPANESE, BOTH the Watsonville De-
AMERICAN fense Council
SHOULD BE REETAINED IN RE- ]u‘;“ﬁhl " u'“q;

URATION THEY L. resolution “

= ottt other defense councils in Califor-

AUTHORITY and engaged in the
furtherance of our war effort

k3

This question, as to the disposition of the Japanese is,
for us on the Pacific Coast, the major problem arising out
of the war. .

‘People in the East do not appreciate the danger in-
volved, Manifestly Washington bas mo conception of the
import of what is proposed to be done.

We of the Western Coast must stir ourselves mow
and let Washington know the truth and our semtiments.

DEMAND ACTION BEFDEE IT IS TOO LATE
2

¥ Reprinted from
WATSONVILLE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Friday, February 28, 1543
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My - M-

July 24, 1943

i

Dear M¥r. Myer: \\

Thank you very much for yoar
latter of July 19, replying to my inguiry
abeutMr. Townsend. I have great sympathy
with you. Having smployees of this type
muat be exasperatin; beyond belief,

Very sincerely yours,

0
l,urJJA-er |
War Relocation Authority

Washington, D.C.
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Uiss uﬂrm C. Thompson
Seoretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mise Thompeon:

I wish to supplement my letter of June 10 in response
to your inquiry about Harold H. Townsend.

Mr. Towsend submitted a copy of the statement which
he sent Mras. Roocsevelt to the Dies Comamlttee. As a conse-
quence, the Dies Committee heard Mr. Townsend in an executive
session in the opening stages of ite investigation of the re-
location program. Mr. Townsend wae permitted to read into the
record of the Committee most of the charges made in his written
statement.

On the basis of Mr. Townsend's written statement and
his testimony before the Committee, the staff of the Poston
Relocation Center made a thorough investipgation of all the
charges. I am glad to report that Mr. Townsend's charges are
grossly exaggerated, false and misleading. The facts on most
of the points with which he dealt are indicated in the attached
mimeographed statement which we prepared for use in hearings in
Washington before the Dies Committee.

Sincerely,

DF

Director

Enolosure




ETATRMENT OF TESTINGHY OF HAEDOL H. TOWMSZND FEFORE THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES CUBCOMUTITEE OF THE SPECIAL COMULITTEE
ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA,
MAY BB, 1943, 2:00 P, M,

Harol® M. Townsend, formerly chief Supply und Transportstion officer
at the Foston, Arizona Relocation Center, appesired under oath befors the
subcommittee in an executive sesslon on May 26. 5Scme tlime prior to Juns
10, 1943, & transcript or exeerpts from Towneend's tecstirony were supplied
the press by the cormittee. lLater a transcript wae given the Iroject
Director of the Poston Center. The Director and staff of the center have
reviewed the Tovmsend testimony carefully end heve prepared documentary
evifence bearing on most of Townsend's nzsertionn. We wish to take this
opoortunity to present for the record the comments of the ¥ar Relocation
Authority on Townsand's testimony.

There 1s scercely & page of this testimoay thet does not contain
one or more falese, mislending or exaggereted stetements., While® somo of
these etatements ere ol comperntively trivisl consequence, thare ara many
othors that misinform the Committee on fundamsntal aspscts of edminisira-
ticn at the Poston Center. It is oh these lptter comments in particular
that the Wer Relocation Authority has propared detoiled comment.

Tornaend's complete unrelinbility es a witness is ravealed in his
opening statoment to the Commiltee when, in resnonse to the direct guestion,
"Have you ever served in the Unitasd Statws d&rmy?", he raplies, yes, for
six months in Frence in 1918. Ag o matter of feot, Townsend never served
in the Army. For the entire paricd of Americen participeticn in <the first
World War, Townsend was employsd es s superintondent of gunrds by tha Qurter
0il Compeny of Tulsa, Oklahoms. In Februsry 1919, thres months after the
Armietice, Townssnd was sent as & YMCA worker to France wharéige gsorved for
gix monthe ms a hut sserotery, 5

Of much greater seriousnees, from the point of viaw of the cormittee
bafore which Townsend epbesred, is the false and nmisleading pleture Town-
send presented of cohditions at the Poston Relocation Center, pertizularly
during the pcriod from Hovember 18 to 24, 1942, during which ons of the
throe camps ot Poston experienced a sit-down strike and rass demonstration
by & number of evacuees sgainst certoln policiez of the War Ralocution
huthority end certain conditione at the center. During the strike Towmsend
becems so emotiozally upset and frightoned that ho reported a wreat meny
imeginery dengers, talked so irresponsibly to other members of the adminis-
trative steff that he threatensd to sprecd penic wmong them, and finally
left the center in & governmsnt esutomobile.

L T

Pregented heru;ﬁ Costello Eubcommittes of House Committes on Un-American
Aotivities July 7, 1942, .
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after the strikc Tovmecnd returned end in an intwerview vith the
Projuot Dircctor (of which u stenographic roeord was made) admittod that
he had been wrong in his actions during the strike, admitted that ho had
gruatly exaggerated the soriousnoes of the situstion, und scknowledped
that he was wrong in leaving his post of duty. Towisend's record prior
to the etrikc hud beon poor, That record, toguther with his conduct
during the disturbance caused the Projcot Director to ask for his rusii-
notion, =
After Townsend realisged that he had been dismiesed, he took the
course not infrequontly followed by disgruntled cmployees. He pruparcd
o long and hiighly emotional statusent purporting te bu u description of
conditions in the Poston Cunter. This he bropdeast throughout the
country. One copy cunt into the porsession of the Wair Relocation Ju-
thority in April 1843,

This some statement formod thy basis of the testimony bufore
the sub=committec. Mg a matter of fuot, there is ample intcrnal cvi-
denee in the tostimony itsolf thuat Townscnd's hcaring bofore the Coan-
aitteo consistod simply of Tewnstnd rewding tais propared statement
into the record with apprepriate leading questions from tim. to time
by the Comaittoc's investipators Thorv was no eross-vxasinetlion, and
every statement, no matter hew glearly funtastle, wus aceccpted for the
regord at face wvanluo.

On Junc 18, 1943, when the sub=committo. viesitod the Poston
Centor, the Project Jirector, having revicwud fowmeound's testimony,
nskoed for the privilege of making a statomeat on it for the record.
The sub-committoo refuscd to hear him, YW¢ have, therefére, in tho
interest of presunting the facte fur tho record, roviewed the tosti-
meny at length and proparcvd the cttushed sumuary of falsu statcnonts
madu by Townsend togethor with an outlinc of the fucts of cach situa-
tion. All comments mode on the following pages wrv fully documentcd
iu the records of the War Relocation Muthority.

attachm pt A
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- FALSE STATEMENTS OF HAROLD H. TO.NSZND BEFORS THE HOUSE OF RETRE-
"SEWVATIVES SUB-COIMITIEE OF THE SPFCIAL COMMITTEE ON UH-
AMERICAN AOTIVITIES, LOC ALGLLES, CALIFORIIA,
MAY 28, 1043, 2:00 P.U.

l. Page 2
Question: "Huve you ever served in the United States Army?"
Answer: "Yes,"
Questiony = "fheni" :
Anawer: "ig1a."
Questiong "Did you sdrve in Franse?"
Answer: "8ix months ia France.”
Comment

Records of the War Departuent of men who served in the Tnited
States Army during the last wer contain mo record of military service
by Herold II. Towusend. Reoords of tha Carter nil Company, Tulsa,
Oklahoma, show that Townsund was emploved by that gonpaay as a Super-
intendent of Guards from sarch 1, 1817 to January 15, 1919. Eecords
of the YMCA indicate that Townsend served in France as o YMOA hut
worker after the lust war, from rebruary, 1319 te August, 1919.

2. Puge 8
Questinng "Do they have a hospital in Postoni"
Answer: "They have a very fine hospital, a wvery large hospital,
modern in every racpsct. Large eaough to nandle ap-
proximatoly 600 people and is usually filled." .
I Commant
The official rated capucity of Foston fennral llospital ia L50 H

beds with 120 beds uvailable tor oscupancy. The avirage dully ceanus
of the hoepital Lrem July, 194% to May 51, 1945, is given 2n the fol-
lowing table. The average daily consus of patlent for this period is
28.1.

d ; N : 1 ﬂ-ﬂ_’:ﬂ-?}-ﬂ-ﬂﬁ“ =4
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L]

Patient Days

in Hospital Duys  Daily Averapge

July , EPBb VE.T 1

hupust ¢ 2827 81,2

Suptembeor 2086 B6.2

October 3115 100.4

Hovenber 3286 108,56

December 2407 105.9

Janaary 3457 111.5

February 51567 112.7

iarch * 2813 ] 3.9

April 2785 52.08

May 2777 85.6
Page 10
Quostions "ho ou recall how much food vas eonsuned daily?"
Answer "fle, by nouual count, supplled 58 tons of subsistenen

per usy."

Comment

Duriapg the month of Sroombor, 19i2 -- the last month when Lir.
Towisend was on duly at the project -- the average guantity of ool
delivored to evacuee mess halls was 27 tons per day. The evacues
population in the center at ihat time waso approxinately 18,000.

Fage 11

Quostion: "The amount of tiw food end the typo uft food was deter-
mined by the WRA in Washington; 1is that correcti"

Aneswery "Largely so, yos, sir."

Comment

During the period when ir. Townsend wvas on duty at the Poston
Relocation Center, supervision over tle requisitioning of lood by the
conter was exercised Ly the rejzional office of the Yiar hrlocation Au-
thority in San Franecisco, Culiforala. Birce Janunry, 1u43, similar
guporvision has beun exorclsed by the washington orfica.

; f

i’lEa 12

Mr. Towvnsend: "Tho information that was furnished me by certain
friendly groups was that they had pluced differcat
‘ " types of umergoucy food in secret cellars under the
mess halls for the invnsion armies snd parachute

0=-0336-Pk-~BU-COS-WP
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troopers. But in addition to that they had large
saches of foud throughout the desert, buried, that
ocould be ueed for similar purpcses, And this informa-
tion was furnishcd by friendly Japanase who were en-
deavoring to get special favors, and we wirs constantly
trying to find out whnt was happening to certaln sup-
plics, and we always had o number of Japancose that
would give us informasion for an exchonge of favors."

Commant

Tnis rtory is entirely without foundation end was never nen-
tioned by Mr. Towncend during the time ne vas employed at Poston. It
is impossiblu that the ovacuecs could have stored food under the desert
conditions at Poscton in a munner to preserve it more than a fow days.

Page 13

Mr. Townsend: "At numerous times we had these thleves ocaught, and
produced cvidence and iaformation about the process
of the eatire thiocving ring, The maticr was placod
beforc Mr. lmpie, and Mr. Head, and Mr. Gelvin, and
the M. P. authorities, and it was always stopped, bo-
cauce there wae no way that thoy could soe that e
would be benufited by trying to prosecute them. Yo
then established a dnily losc of approximately §500
through the thefts within the camp, wiish wes ugreod
upon by all of us, and evea at that they would not
take uny nction towards pronecution.”

Commant

Records of the Poston Internal Security Office indicate that
Mr. Townsend made only three compluints about what he sonsidored il-
legal activities within the project aren. Ono wns concernod with the
fast that property of an svacuve was missing from a sHipmunt rooeived
from the Salines, California Assombly Center. Another had to do with
three small Japanese boys playing hide-and-seek in Mr, Townscnd'e car.
The third had to do with an evacues sesuring serap lumber from the
salvage depot without authorization.

Page 16
Question: "Was the food that you servod to the Japanose at Poston
as good or botter than that being served to tho Army?"

Angwer "It was superior in every way .c.eeseess”

- C=0336-P5-BU~-COS-WP




Comment

Food at Poston was wnd is requisitioned throupgh the Quartor-
master Corps. In guality it is equal to or lover than thut sorved
at-training ‘camps and other Army centers. In quantity it is sub-
stontiully less than that movided by the Army as ovidenced by the

- ration cest, which has not oxceeded 45¢ per person per day.

Page 17

Questions "Were the Jepunese cerved ice crewn at Fostont"

Answer; "Yog, sir, we had ice cream brought to us wvury day
from the Golden Stato Crummery Company.”

Comnunt

With regard to this statement, ww have the following comacnt
submitted by Mr. Joo A. Petta who hus ssrved as Asslataut Calze
Steward at the Posten Conter sinse Juae, 1942,

"o icc cream has over booun purchascd with government
funds for evacuces. Ice croam ryccived at Poston is paid
for in ong of the following ways:

"l. It is purchased by the comumunity sterses using
avasuse [unds, for ro=sale to cvnouons,.

"2. B8mall quantitiuvs were purchased vceasionully
for the persoanul mess durlog the summer of
1942, The pursonnel mess is oporated ws &
governnent mess, anml its oxponsce are paid by
osrplayeas "

Page 17

Question: fand milk"

Answor: "Milk orders run from 3,000 to 12,000 quarts of homo=-
gunized milk vvery day."

Commant

. Milk receivod at tho centor has never exceedsd 8,000 quarts
daily. Dellveries reached this fipurc during part of Ducombeor 1542

and January 1943 as a result of incrcased roquisitions suthorized

by Mr. Tawnsend without consulting the Frojoot Stuwurd.

. 0€0335-r6-BU-C0OS-WP
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The current contract enlls for maxinmum dsliverics of 6,264
quarts deily, lut there is an agreement witn the vondor that de-
llverios to the ccnter ure coutingeat upon the nceds ot nilitary es-
tablichments in thi wrea aud upoa the requirumeats of othor consumcrs.
Tho wvendor las ricently notificd the centur thet deliverics are like-
1y to bu ruduced drastically in the near futuro.

Page 17 '

Questions " "ind huttert"

Answor s "Me had the fincst grade of Challenge butter aad other
high-gradec butter thut we nﬂultli buy.

Commont

On January 28, 1943, tac vor Relocation Autherity instructed
all centers to disconiinus the purchase of butter und to zubatitute
oleomergarine. Then point retinaing on meats wad futs was initiated
on March 9, 1945, the rostriction on the purchuse of butter was
lifted, with the provisn that two conditions must bo met: (1) that
the regular civilion allowuwncu of 16 points per woek for meats and
fats should not be eoxceeded; and (2) taat in the evont of civiliun
snortagos, buttcr purchasus should be dissontinued. Throuphout this
entirc perind, thu Postun Center has continued to uso oleomarparinc
becausg of its lowor ration point waluo and lower cost.

Poge 17 . -
Queations "hus thuro plenty of miwt und sausnpe of wll kinds

: supplicd?"
Answors "Io finest cuts and grade A ucats; quarters and full

carcusses of lambs und pork, wnd tht best cuts of Leuf
were brought ing on an average of ono refrigerator car

o day," , |
Quustdon "I belleve you stutud chat (11 of It was of the very |
best pradef™ |
Answorg "The finest grade that we oruld poet." i
Quuation: "fus tho gradc ef fued battcr than that ohtained by
our owa citizens in the murkets and storest"
Angwery "Very mich better then you cau buy in tha open market."
Common

Moats proourcd ut Poston and other rclosation ecnters have pon-
erally been 1. 8§, Commcroial (tuird) grade or lewer., As a matter of

g  0-0336-F7-BU-CO8-wP
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policy the VWar Rclocation Authority aveids prosur-ment of commoditiie
knovm .to be scarce in tho markets wvhere purshasrs dre nade. In
Novamber, 18242, voluntary miat rationing was ifatroduced in the six
westera contors. This progrum wus cxtinded to the four castern cout.re
in Junuary, 1943. All mandatory ratdoning restrictious of tho Oflis
of Price Administration are lelag wnd have beent applicd ut all cinters,

Page 15

Guostion: Mhat was dono with che gartapup"

Answor: S :

f?uest.iac:u "1|ﬂ:1.l'lt was done with the parbapet"

Answer: "It wns- taken == wo would load it onto uvquipmont and dig
ditoics md throw. it inte the ditches and cover 1t up "

Question, "What happwmed with reforency to tho iden of focding it
to thu hogat"

/ingwor; "lip until Junuary I0th thare vms nathing done at wll.

About January J0th Wushinpgton wroto Lh: diroctor snd
asked hir how many nops thoy had to use the ¥ or 10
tone of garbage that we had in the omnp, and we nad
becn out trying to buy nogs, and we had evory hog in
southurn California--through thie sume pfroup that was
building this $25,000,000 corporation, we had cw.ry hog
farm and every cattle furm tabulated, aud we now nll

tho hogs wvellubly, so ho had this hog man cheek the hegs,
cand at the time the lettor wus rocoived thers waen't o
hog in the eamp. Thuyy thoen, without any lmoWled:. on
" the part of tho supply dopurtment, ordorcd in 209 200-
pound hogs, mud thiy wnowered Vashington by tolling

them that wu aad 200 hops.

-

"I would like to snlarge a littlo bit upon that. If you
know anything wbout wopn, you knoew you woulda't wunt to
start focding 200-pound hoge. Thoy cra roudy ror the mar-

* kot. Thoy boupht 220 200-vound hogs snd pnid 25 cents a
pound for them. Thoe sanc herd of hoge, as listed in tho
market, could hawv: boen bousht for 17 ernte 24 pound, and
thoey were hogs that wu werce considering buying for butchur-
ing for pork. Thuy werae too old to be handloed or fucders,
ond thoat order ciould have heen for hopr Lial would have
cont 810 or §15, tu foud the garbupge to, luetuad of paying
26 conte o pound. Iow they have this aumbur of hogs down
thore, welghdagy 300 or 400 pounds, uand thoy are aot fit
for suything oxcept lard."

0-0336-PB-BU-COB-WP
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Turing Decegher, 1942, pursusrt to £ goneral policy adopted by
the Uer heleoeutlion Authority on Deécember 5, 1942, stedvs were tnken
to sgtablich a swine project ol the Icston Centar. Thres hundred
pips were vurctased Janusey 17, 1543, in gecordance with standard
govarnnental procursment prosodure. The pias aversgsd 140 pounds
sach. Since then, 385 more pigs, aversging: 115 pounds each, have been
purcheead, All weros'garbage broke, double vaccineted fesder pigs.

Poge 21

Cuostion: Mir. Tovnsend, how ueny warehouses dild you say wera under
your jarisdietion at Porton?"

Answer ! "1agn

Question: w180%T"
Answer: 180 warehouses."”
Campand

Thare were 90 wmrehouses on the entiras project, including siz
at the Perke> railhoad.

Pogs 21
Mueatinn WHow many Jeornare vere employed in the warehouses?"
Anawer i "2700, I believe, in the -- now, wait & minutel In the

warahouses, mo. I think there wera——"
Gueation: "An gporoximation will ba all right.™

Angwer: "Thare were 600 Jepunese ond 4 white superviscrs in the
warahouncas,"

Commant

The maximum number of Japnnere aver to bo employed in the ware-
houser wag 700, They were employed during the month of December, 1942,
ond diatributed as follown: :

_ Unit No. 1 123
' Unit No. 2 107
Unit Yo. 3 60

0-0%%6-P9-FI-008-WP
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FPami: 22

Mr, Tovmserd: "Now, aus for the furniture, of course, the Poston de-
velopment ingludes & very marvelous Gaucnsian person-
nel contor,  The plen showed 54 modern bungnlows, and
two dormitories, three storice, one for vomen and one
for men, snd tho administration homes, which would cost
tomewhere betwesn fifteon and twenty thousand dollers,
There wore to be four of them, and & heauliful park
arna, with swimdng pools, and so forth, And this
furnituro yvae purchesed ror that purpose, to furnish
those, It was nll bought from Barker Brothers, and
the pricos on it were not roasonable, They were very,
very high in consideration of the many, meny carloads,
Va must have had, oh, at least 20 carloads of that
tyre of furnituwre," .

Comment:

Qmurters provided for the administrative staff at Poston include
eight four-room cottages budlt during the indtial comstrueticn peried
by the Army; twenty-Tour housekeepins apartuents of from twe to six
roome in onu-story barracks-type bulldingn of temperary construction,
gimilar to tho thestro-of-operations comstructien found throughout the
centor; and 158 rooms size 7 x 14 feot in Larrackn-type dermitories,
Eaech barraclks dormitory containg a bathroom and from ten to twelve
rooms, : -

There are no three-story buildings, no modern bungalows, and no
ihrl:li‘lridunl administration homes other than tho eipht cottages buillt by
the Army. J

In accordanee with the custemary practice in publie or private
projects in such ieolated loentions as Poston, etaff quarters arc fit-
tod with essential furniture, Furniture for the quarters at Peston was
not all purchased from Barker Brothers, but in fact was ecoured from a
mmber of vendors, chiefly in Los Angeles where the purchases were made
by the Office for E ‘ergoncy Management,

A1l staff mombers pay ront to tho guﬁrrmn-nt based upon the
slge and charactor of accommodotions furnished,

0-0%36-P10-BU=-CO8-HF
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16. Page £2

Question: "In addition to the food stored in the warehousns,
what elere wes stored thape?

Answer: "There were supplies mnd equipment of avery concelvable
type in the numerous warehouses, The C.C.C. had sent
in hundreds of cerlocds of miscellansous eguipmant.

We hed werehouses thet we moved the stuff into ond
locked up, £nd they hadn't bean opened for months, be-
ceuse it was just miseellaneocus ecuipment. We didn't
know wnet it was," .

-

Comment

The Civilirn Conservaticn Corps hes not shipped in hundreds of
carloads of miscellanecus equipmint. It is estimeted that two (2)
miscellansous cerloeds (100,000 pounds) would hold all the surplus
items, such as tools. The C.0.0. automotive equipment that hus besn
raceived did not exceed, at the most, ten {10) cerloads. All ware-

houses are opaned end inspected regulsrly in the ordinery course of
businass._ 5

Pags 24

Mr. Townsend: ".,...Then there is snother thing thet occurs to me,
We were very anxious to get school buses, We brought
in —- we had 400 teccher, wee.."

Gummﬁnt

Elsewhere in the tostimony (psge 34) Mr. Townsend states that
there are 100 Caucasian terchers and 200 or mors Japunese tecchers., °
In fact, 6n Docembor 19, 1942, there were 203 toschers in the Foston
achools: B3 wers Cqaucssian snd 120 were Japanese. These Tiguraa
inelude nbt only elemsntory and gacondary teachars,” but also the
Divector of Education, throe high school principsls, one elementery
prineipal, end twelve othar supervieory cdudational personnel,

Page B85

Question: "Going beck to the floet of dump trucks bought ir Los
hngeles, do, you recsll tha numo of tha firm those trucks
wars purchusad froa?"

Answari "I think {t was Finkelstoin. Finkelstein is another
one of the swindlors that we bought hundreds of thousards
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at dolers of equipment frem -- thiec fd3mm of Finkelgtedin,
b and alisya tiers was a kick-hack to the mocurerent rop-
regontative,

Queation: "Ta I'_iﬂkiﬂ_atci;'.l lomated 4in Lee Angcles? L
Answers "He 1s here, yem."
Muestion: “ITa that nds fim n:.me?-"
ANBOT Finkelstein ami Comwany, oné of theso blg calrmgs com-
pantes," :
Comment,
No tiucks ot any kind were murchkased by the Poston Center from
Finkelstein, ° .
i I
Pago 31
Cueation:” '7'1"31";; mery of these Kihel on thn interral polico foreo?”
: ANEHET: T didnld ot thai W
Tuedtion: "I ask:d you, worc many of thf‘. iibed on the intcrnnl
polles forect® .
Answor: "Yos, a large mmber of them veve,”
Question: "They commosnt the so-called goon scuads that you have

reforroa to?"

Ansrer: "Yos, xir., The rciice forece vas largely built up of the
' goatapo, as I huve called them, becauce tiey tell you
tHat' they Lave troined under the German apends, end thoy
yern, in my cstimation, the mon thut ore pudliy of the
nolieious Leating wo and wll thu malicfour asit<tion in
Lhe erum, Yeasudo the pelico force vould rot pernit any
Genurs Amerlern-born Joiancas 49 talke part, lLecwvse he
might orpoec come of their under-cover work,"

Comwent

At the time of Mr, Tormaeni'e rroscnec in Pesion, thore were throe
ovacuen of ficurs dn charge of ths polico departmente in tho throe unite,
A1l of thesc men vore Hisci, or Amorienn-horn Adiricen-cducated Japanece,
Tho officors who asaletcd them aid tho held the rank off Captaln er
Lieutenrnt in tho local poliou dcpartmunte wore all Firel Jopenoso}
only cnr of these hac over boer ic Jeman at wny time, This man held
tho ranl: of Captein in tho police departmert of Unit Tvo ond hio loyal-
ty and ability wore vnqueationable, A few Kiled yore teken in to cmch

| .

|
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of. the police dopartments as patrolmen, particularly becausec
of their ability to spoal Japancee and to deal with some of
the clder evacuees vho had diffieulty understanding English,
These men vere picked very enréfully, and there hars never been
any indication that any of them were involved in troublomakine
or subversive activitics,

As to the tostimony regarding the Gurman training of any
of the young men erployed as policemen in Poston, Mr, Ernest
L. Miller, Director of Police at Poston, reports that "such
information has never been forwarded to me and T have to date
secn no practlec which vould indicate any such training, I
might add that, having spont some months in Gormawy in 1936
and surveyod Nazi police practices, I am thoroughly familiar
vith German methods of training and mannerisms, and I have
never secn any ovidenec of such training or contact anong any
of the Japanese in Peston,n

&

FPage 33

Quostion: "'ho is tho hoad of the oduedtion department at

g Poston?!

]

Answor: "kr., Cary."

Qusstion: "Do you knew anything about Mr, Cory's backsround?V

Ansver: "Yes. Mrs Cary and most of the Caucasian rtaff
were imported from Honolulu, and ho was the
prineipsl of the McKinley High School there,"

Comment,

Out of a total of eighty-threc Caucasien school personncl
at Poston, four (including Dr. Cary) wore mreviously waployod
in Honmolulu, :

cnﬂr&m-m-am-w
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Mr, Tormsend: "ell, Dr, Cery and his nssistant, lijss--
her name has slipned wy mind -- they drew
up tho plan of educatlion and put inte
effect, and the toxtbooks werc ordersd--
part of them wore shipped in from Honolulu
and part of them were erdercd through the
School Board in Loc Angoles, and then a
numbar of them were secured from various
other scheocls throughout southern California,
They were discarded school hocks that we
were uskod to go out and pick up, and I had
g lotier from Lr. Cary arcking me to ;lck up
toxthooks from at least cight 'or ten different
commmitics around Californisi"

Eﬂﬁ?ﬂi

The first orders for toxtbooks were teken from the
official textbook liats uscd in the indian Serviecc, Shortly
after Christmac, the way was cleared to purchuse textbools
through the local procurement office., All textbocks uscd are
standard toxts, used by our Amcrican public scheels, and orinted
by reputable printing houscs. Nono of the textbooks was socurcd
through the Los Angeles school authorities, Ho tuxtbooksverc
ghipped in from Honolulu, Fifty thousand textbooks were donated
to the schools by twelva Crlifornim scheool diatricta,

Page 39

"The Chairman: "as there any preduce reised around tho
comp and used therof!

"The Titness: There wasn't vhen I left there, If thero

res, it was put.in.there scinece,
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In addition to products hervoseted nnd used from asveniy-two
acras farmed withiin the residential hlocks botwaen tha bayrqcks, there
wara E9,720 pounds of wvegeiebles harveusted oa the aerange Tarwed by
the fegricultural Division up to Jenusry 1, 1943, Sineo that tine,
acricultural producsion hus Yeen increaced so thnt on June 1, 1943,
tiierc was o total ol 228 screr peinn frimed in addition to the ncroago
in the blocks. The June first roport slows n toial of 901,846 peunds
of aixtesn dirfferent typea of wegetiblas harvested by tho exricwitural
departnent. 1

Prges 47-81

Most of the lest half of 1. Tormsend's testimony iz dpvotad to
a lurid end imagirative desceriptlon of whot Townsend calls a riot at
Posteon Center durins the pericd Iroan Noveaber 18 to Novamber £4, 1942.
He states that govermmont properiy was destroyed. that a viclent mob
took pocssssion of the ceater, that the lives of the administrative
peraonnel were sundaupeced, ele. f

Comsent

L mmber cf his ppocific statemerts are deait with in dotail
below. However, it should to pointsd out that therc wap no rioh at
Poston, no violemes or destruction of novermment propaity, and no hema
to Caucesian employess or their Zamiliss.

Caep I et Fostoa experienced during the period fn nuostlon a
alt-dowyn strike, accompanied by a daronstrrtion and murs raetiags of
avacuaa reprosentativos. Thie wes nos a unifisd pro-Jopareso rcvenent
rs I'r. Tormeond Les roprosented. In fret, Ormpr IT and IZT werc in no
way affectod by tha incident. Omly a part of the notivities gt.Camp I
wera suspended by the atrike. Buseatiul servicvs were mainteined, cad
wkile there wes conniderable tensencass for a tine in the relstiona ba-
twaer evacuses and 1he aduindatrsative staff over the griovances whica
were in gqueation, thero wos no viclenae or dieordar.

Imuediato caunss of the striko ard demonstration was the arruet
of two evacuees suspocted of having boaten other eveeuees. Lenders of
the strikirg evacuecs insisblod shat tho twe -held were innccent, that
they were Leld more fthon seventy=trro hours without chargoe, wnd tiet
they 'shoculd be given a triel under the rogulatlons of the Copmurity
Counell, ‘Astually, ia the judgment of coumpetent ohsorver:c wio Lave in-
vostigated the atrike thorcughly, the protest alcut the orrast of the
two ovacucves was merely the imandiamte cause of the dicturbance which had
its origin in many caucos, amoas them Litternsss reruitliug fram eveca-
ation, laatility of the Authority %o provide echool buildingn, hautiagr
etoves for the barracku, and other facilitios which had hoen premiced
&t the time of ovasuaticn, frustratioa resultior Irom tho divemfovts of

-
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pemp llfe, aud similar canses. Lgitation by getual pro=-Japonsse perdons
may kave contributed, but thore {s no evidence that it wusz & particu-
larly important factor in the ineident.

With regard to th2 poncationel report of the strile zrecentcd by
1'r. Townscnd, the following statement was signed by sixty-one cmployous
and mapbars of omplovess' families who lived at Poston Cemn I +hroughout
tha strike: :

"io, the undersigned, ers living ir Postom, Arizona
in barracks or houses provided by the govermment for tho
adninistrative staff employed by the CGolorado Hiver \War ‘
Balocation Project. These puartars nre located in Block
%4 of Unit 1, which is inside tho oo pourd of the Coloredo
River War Rolosation Iroject. We furthor certify that wo
were cccupying these guertare in Noverber, 1942, at whkich
tire thore was & dlsturbance in Tnit 1 of Foston.

#There have beon several curIges nnl «llegntions, mads
under oath, such as the 'poer cimplston govrering Cancasian
smployecs, (wera) standing ground 1ike ./hipped echildren,
lucky to be spared and allowed %2 1ive #ra: hour to hour
with ambulancesa £illeod with dlsguisad goldiers with rachine
guns guarding thelr glmop so that they woald not Le
slaughtered or burped a8 hourly thrantened.' We winh to
tastify thnt there was no terrcrimm or violence at nny
time, nor were we afreld of bodily injury ot wny tize.

To further substantinte this, those of us with children

felt et ease to hove our chillren remein in Tocton through-
out the disturbance. Wo continued tn .nova fresly through-
cut the camp in the course of our reculnr asaigned duties."

Tha best evidence showing the faleity of the ctatemonta Kr. Town-
gend presented to the sormittes, however, is srovided by Toynsend hir-
galf. During the strike Tevmsend becemo emotionally upset. He sopread
wild rumnrs among hiis eduinistretive nauoeintes. At the height of the
atrike ho latt his post of duty without euthorigation and want to Los
ingeles. He returned to Poston about November 29. On Decembar 1, 1948,
Townmend was interviewed by the Project Director, Wade Head. ThoTa
follows a stenographic transeript of thot portion of the interviev
bearing upon the pericd of the striko:

Head: wGood morning, Mr. Towrsend.
Townsend : ngood rmorniog. I just got your maporsrdum and want to
discuss it with you. Flease 1ot me anologlie for my
* gotions during the strike. I must have bean do unset I
' Gidn't realize what I vea doing, I wrs nfraid thot I
end the other employess wore golng to be slaughtered by
tha Jape. 2
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Head: wpr, Townsend, if you do not mind, I am going to have
notes kept on this gonversation, imasmuch as your acticns
of the last few days have been such that they couse me to
doubt your honesty and relinbility. Do you object?

Towneand : "I don't blame you for wanting a record of everything I
have to say.

Head: "Mow, Mr. Townsend, you said you were frightenad; did
you sctually see, personally, any signs of violsnce on
the part of the people or the destructicn of any govern-
ment property?

Townsend : "Sines having time to celm down I realize that thare wes
no aign of violence, and now that the troubls hes been
sottled end I have had time to lock around, it is eusy
to soe the crowd must have been peamceful aoll tho time
and there wes no sign” of any damage to any govermment

property.

Head: "Do you conoider that sufficient reason for leaving
the project and failing your duties during the time of
trouble?

Townosnd: "I don't know what I meant. I lost my head, I guoss.
1 would heve done mors harm here than good in that
condition.n ¢

Page 50

Mr. Towneend: ".sssssss The M. P.'s wore not allowed to be in
uniform on our side of the highway, so Captain Dougher-
try took the hospital embulence and mounted machine guna
on it, and set the ambulancek at tho rear of our Cauca-

. sian sleeping quarters, with soldiers in civilian clotheas
to keep the Japanese from approsching the barracks and
burning them up, s they said they would. And we wore
only somfortable whon thoss ambulances wore sitting out
there. But they were not in uniform."

Scment,

The hospital embulance wes in the charge’ of the Chief Medical
Officer of the center and wans at no time used by Captain Doughorty or
any other officer of the M. P. company. No mechine guns wero mounted
co~it. It was not stationed in the rear of the Caucesian sleeping
gquarters and was not monned by scldiers of the United States Army,
either in uniform or in eivilian elothes. OCaptain Dougherty was not oo
at Poston during the strike but had besn transforred from this station |
soveral days prior to the period in question.

, C=0336-P17-BU-C0S-WP
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25, EEE& 51

Mr. Townsend: "Now, I don't Jmow that I mentioned it in hars, but

thers are over one thousond Japanssge soldiors and
Japanese officers in that camp and I have talked to
them and have been told very definitely mbout their
progrem, that this group of men on Terminal Island
were in that category. And they will tall you if you
ask thom. They are tho most indifferont follows. If
you aslk them, 'Were you fellows organizing on tho Wost
Coast?' they say, 'yes, we had our progrem all sat
ups' I have msked tham, 'What wero you going to dop'
and the answer was, "A8 soon as our soldiers came over,
we wore golng to help them.! Thoy tell yeu right off
that they were going to win tho war. And that is the
type of men that is drilling over thore mlmost daily in
military teotics, right under our nosas in that CEMD

- They drill them in variocus ways, but still drill than,
and they ere making soldiors out of thom, and they are
not kidding obout it. Thoy don't sven presune to hidd
it,

"For instence, I can toke you down to an admiral down
there. He was our chef in Camp 3. I can't guite recall
his name. T tulked to him. I know he was an sdmiral

in tho Jepameso Navy, aad ho wes running a fishing boat °
at San Pedro. I said to'him, 'Is it a fact that your
boats wore equipped for military purposcs?' “He said,
'Yas, all of our boats wore equipped so we could

convert tham.' o said that all the Japansse fishormen
are militery men. He 1s a fine Jap, if you 'cen sbomsch
that sort of stuff.”

Comment

This story is entirely without foundation. Tt is aignificant
that Mr. Townsend had not reported such s situstion while he was am-
Ployed at Poston end has prosonted absolutoly no evidence in support
of his statements. Spacifienlly, he has not supplied the naome of the
allegod admiral.

26, Page 55

Mr. Townsend: ",....s Schools olosod, tho hospital was ordered to
olose by the mob, but remnined open against orders

lIItlIl‘" &
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Commant

: Schools were not clpsod. Two teachers cut of 1C1 in Coup I dia=
missed clesses the afternoon of November 18. The next dony, ond all ro-
maining deys of tho strike, all clecsss wers in sossicn. Cumps II and
IIT wore at no time affected by the strike. There was no interforence
with the employcea of the hoopitel or with the opsration of the hos-
gital in any mannor whetscever.

Pago 60

Mr. Townaend: "low that condition camo ‘about banﬁuau the milk truck
come in, and the Japancse met the milk truck. It was
drivea in by truck apd trailor fram tho Golden States
Tei:y, and the drirver wes in thoe hobit of teking the
mill: diroetly to tae warohouses. Ther met the milk
truck and juwined on tho truck and diverted it."

Quastion: "Wes there a white man driving the truck®

Answer: "Yos, the Golden States Dairy delivery man, driving a

rofrigcrator truck. He refusod to drive the truck
over %o the group, so they etarted teo unloed tho truck,
and did unload the truck and started to throw it out.
I went into the dispatcher's offico, and there waas a-
earton of milk thrown through the window."

Comment

Elsewhere Mr. Townsend soys "eeses of milk were dumped and car-
tons of mill thrown at overyono on the highway snd around the samp."
Tho Golden States Dairy Company donied thet pert of this stotement
having to do with ctepping and diverting the milk truck. With regard
to the reet of the story, wo have the following statement from Ir.
Edward H. Spicer, a membor of the sdministrntive steff at Poston:

"I wont over to the motor pool about 7:00 P.M. on
November 18. Mr. Townsend and the Trvck Dispatchor were
there. 1ir. Tovmsond in an exclted mannor told me thut
two casos of milk had boen dumpcd somewhoro in camp cnd
that a can of milk had been thrown through the window of
the Truck Dispatghor's office. Dr. Leightcn, who was with
ma, osked where tho milk ean was, Mr. Townsend pointed to
a cardboard gquart carton about thirty feet fram thoe Dis-

. patcher's office. It was ompty lying on the ground, and
thore waa 1o evidence of milk heving been spilled around
it. It eppeered to have bwon toseed there empty. TiaTe
woa no ovidonco of any window having been broken by this
or any othor milk container.® E
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28, Page 64

Mr. Townsend: M®At 9:00 o'eclock, in front of the Caucasian barracks,
the chief of the fire department and his assistant —
the chief of the fire department, Mr. Ficn, and his
assistant, Mr, Woodhouse, were accosted by a group of
Japanese policemen and a fight started becsuse the fire
department car had been driven into a part of the camp.
It was necessary for more than a dozen Caucasians with
pea-shootars to ge cut and stop the attempt made by the .
police department to beat up the fire chief and his
first assistant. This created a considerable disturbance,
anpd it was thought it would be necessary to move
the Caucasian personnel over to the military quarters."

Comment

The fire chief and his assistant were stopped while driving in
excess of the speed limit through the project area by evacuwe policemen
on traffic duty. They were pot molested; there was no fight; and it
was not necessary for other administrative personnel to rescus them,

29, Page b4

Mr. Townsend: ".....One of the most disturbing things was the
, removal of our flags from all parts of the camp and the
need of our Caucasians putting up the large flag at the
office, under threats that it would be removed, with
all replaced by the 'Rising Sun.' :

"Loudspeakers, stclen from the wareliouses, haod been
installed, and during day and night the Japanese national
anthem wns heard through the length and breadth of the
camp, with wild cheers and loud demonstrations toward
setting fire to the whole cump, which they had threatened
to do if the military forces were brought in, or crossed
the highway. That is the way they put it,"

Commant

‘Elsowhere in his testimony Mr. Townsend states that the Americ:n
flag was taken down and the Japanese flag flown, We have affidavita
rom eight responsible officials of the Poston Center that tho two
American flags which customarily were flown over Camp I were flown all
day and every day during the pericd of the strike, November 18 to 24,
and thereafter. No guard was placed over either flag and neithor was
lowered except at the custemary hour of sunset,
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Jiith regard to the essertisn that the Jananase flag was flown
during the strike and that the Japanese national anthem was playad
over a laudspeaker system, we have positive evidence that the claim
is without foundation, Includ=zd in the evidence is the following
statement from Father Clement, M. M., of T .cher, Arizena;

; "This is to make known and to testify that in the
recent mass mzetings of the strike, which were held at
Bleck #28 in Poston, the banners and flups that were used
and scen, wore signs to signify merely the prasence of
representatives of the differsnt bloclis of the canp, and
in na way were these flaps or bannors used to denuvle a
pro—Axis sentiment,

"Likewise, in repgard to Japancse music that wns
played ever the public address system at these meetings,
there was no martial or Ja-unesk potriotic nmusic played.
It has been alleged, howev .-, hel 'ne song, "Alkoku-Ko-
Shinkyolm!' usually pleyed for depariing gnldiers had been
played. This can be readily explained, howevar, hy the
fact that it is my certain knowledpe that minors who could
not read Japanese titles, selected records at randem, from
the q.arga assortment which inecluded this record.

"As a Cathelic priest and Chuanlain working for the
welfare and merale of the whale camp, I testify that I
have neither seen the Japancse flag used, nor heard martial
music pleyed during the recent emergeney. Fran having in-
tervivwed many Japsnese, I do not believe that such music
has been played, nor the Japancse flag displayed,

(5igned) Father Clement, M.M.
¢ (1aryknoll Miasioner)
Parker, Arizwna"

%. Page 65

Mr, Townsend: "About 12;00 o'clock midnight on the third day of moeb
control about 200 of the mob advanced to the moter
ponl, where they reached the highway across from the
peol, They were hulted by the M.P., snd advised they
were not allewed to cress the highway, * They started te
move forward, snd the M,P. fircd ever their heads. His
orders were to fira over their heada, and then into theam,
He was at once supperted by another M.P. with a machine
gun, The mob that Yd advanced in regular militery wedge
formatien stepped, ¢.d in « W minutes tho entire M.F.
eompany was there in trucks with fixed bayunets ready
for actisn. The Japs rotreated.

e i
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Messessss Standing behind the M.F., sceing.the deter-
mined look and the immediate respense of Kis buddies, sl1
heavily armed, and the augry mob facing thelir {irst set-
back, defisnt and ugly but still without a leader, make
things look pretty near 4 crleis,”

Comment

With regard to the above, we have the following statement by
Mr. Ernest L. Miller, Chief of Internal Sacurity, and Mr. Leonard L,
Nelson, Unit I Administrator, Feston:

"On the night of Novembher 18th, shout 11:00 F.l.,
Chief Kiyoshi Shigekawa and six of his men came to the
administratien bullding: and askod 1f it would be possible
to pot & nothor track for patral., Vhile the Chief was in-
side discussing the mattor with Chief of Internal Security
Miller and Actine Project .ircecter Tvans, the slx boys ap-
parantly thought they miazht as well o and nick up the
truck, as they must have been over-confident that the truck
_wauld be given to tihem. Mr. L. L. Nelson was walking toward
the motor pool at tliis time and saw the police spproachking
the M.P. puard 'stationed in front of the pool. There were
four or five M.P.'s standing by the pool snd a weapon car-
rier loaded with six or sight more s»sldiers drove up &t
this momant., The soldiers orderad the pnlice to halt which
they did., They said they ware from the police department
and were supnosed to pilek up a Lruck. The snldier told them
ot to come across tha road but.they started to cross. Thoy
sald it was. all ripht as they had permission., One M.T'. shot
over their heads and the pelicemon.ran back to the aduinistra-
tion building,"

31. Page 66

Mr. Townsend: " .e.s.4ss Many of the Caucasians had left with their
families, who had been confined to their barracks,™

" Commont ; ' ' ,

Mr. Tewnsend, himself, is the only employce dafinitely known to
have left his post of duty on the project durine the strike,

32, page 67 £

Mr. Townsend: "........, Arid o€ 8:15 the joon sjuad want into the
barracks of one of .ue Jarnu; *se informents that hod
beon working with the F/B.I, ‘and th. younps man being
absent, this soon squad beat up his mother and father
to a‘'point whors they were fiot expected to live,
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The Chairman:
Mr, Townsend:
The Chairman:

Mr. Townsend;

The Chairmans
Mr. Townsend:
The Chairman:

Ur. Townsend:

Commant
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breaking the ﬁnnldnd nnﬁlna of the father, and breaking
both erms and fracturing the skull of the mother, and
bruising her in nearly every portion of her body."

"Do you have the names of those Japancsa?®

"I have in the records some placa,"

-"How long did they remain in the hospital?"

"I went in to seo them tha following morning after this
had happened, or, I went in the next avening, and the
next morning or about mid-day the following dav there
were other vietims put in the hospital, a@nd these people
had disappearad,n

"In two days they had disappesred from the hospital?
"Disappeared from the hospital,®

"Did you ever ses them afterwards at the camp?"

"No, I never saw them, and the riot followed soon after
that, becauss this scuad, this goon asquad, went out and

wanted to beat up everybody that had given any informa-
tion to these F.B.I. men."

The fellowing information is taken from the records of the
hospital concerning all patients submitted to the hospital as & re-
sult of the beatings in guestion;

Hame

Condition on
Admitted Disgnosis Treatment Discherpe

Sﬂt&, Francis Joe 10-18-42 Laceration Sutura 10-26-42

of scalp  wound Fully recovered
Kurisaki, Lyle - 11-1-42 Laceration Suture - 11-5-42 .
: of head wound | Fully recovered
Contusion
of body
Nishimura, Kay 11-15-42 Concussion Suture 11-30-12
' of brain wound Fully recovered
Multiple of
laceration

0-0336-P23-BU-C08-WP
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! NHame dmittod Diepgaoois Troatacnt . Discharge
Yomuda Sawa 11-15-42 Laceration Suturea 11=20-42
af hand lncoratien ' Fully rcoovercd
Yamnda, Jisuke 11-15-42 Lageration Suturo 11=20=47
} of skull wound Fully ricoverad
Yamonde, Hatsumi  11-22-42  MNourosis Sedation 11-2i-42
dus to fear Taapruycd
¥Fido, EBaburo 1-31-43 Contusion of suturc 2-15-43
hend and weund Pully rosovired

foce. Lncor-
ation of hand

These patients werc discharged upan full recovery and goaplction of
treatment. During their stay in the hospitul, visitors werc ristriel. 1
to imacdiate mowmbers of ilhe fumily, police and project officiala upw
dircet authorization of the Chicf Medical Officer. Strict ordurs wiid
given thut ao ons was to Lo adnitted uxoupt on a poss sipned by tho

b Chicf Mediesl Officer. A complute record of n11 visitors wis kopt.
This ricord indicatos that Ar. Townsend ot no timc visit.d these pa-
tiunts nor roquestod to visit them. )

23. Page T0
Mr. Townsend: "The mol had used {iv. thousind golloas af gr.solins
the first two days."

Comuent :

Duriag the first two duyre of the strike, Movember 1d oad 189,
the totul amofint of gascline usud in Unlt I was 1,726 galloms. Thie
inoluded pasoline for tiucka earrying gupplivs 'from Parker to Poston,
distribution of food und otnor supplics in tho unii, ambulaecs,
water trucks, und other uormal funstions. fhy eoneumption of poso-
line on the 1lth and 12th of Howember, two noranl rork daye rrevious
to the etrike, wda 2,080 allonso.

34. Page 70

Mr. Tormsend:s ".sessseses Up to dato thero hos been no profocu-
tion for any offunsc,or for nny oubluury or crime in
nuy of the camps. On the Postoa buttlcfronts the
Japs have won all battles up to January, 18945." -

. 0 -03%6-F2k-HU-COS-WP
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Comment

Up to the present time, our records indicate that there have
been eight (8) men tried in the State of Arizona courts for state of-
fensas, scven (7) of these men were found guilty and sentenced. There
have also baen five (5) men taken to the Faderal courtrs in Fhoenix,
Arizona, tried for Foderal offenses, end convicted, This number does
not, of course, include persons tried on the project for violations
of project rules and regulations, er persons transferred to internment
camps because of evidences of loyalty to Japan or because tholr ac—
tivities were such that thoir prosence was detriuental to the welfare
of the project,

Page 76
Quastivng "How many so—called pleasure cars did you have at
Poston?®
Answer: "About 70 or 80.n
Question: "Jere they all owned by the government?"
Answer: "All government scdans, ! ’
Questicon: "Government scdans. 'Jers thoss automobilus used by
the Japanese at nightfn
Anawar; "Exclusively,"
Question; "What did they use them forpy
Anawar: "Pleasure, running around tho camp in the remote areas,
for scooters, and playing around, as would be expectedy
Comment
From the buginniné motor coulpment has been handled at Poston
through a centralized motor psol, with passonger curs on pormoncnt 88—
slgnment only to the police force, the hosplital, and ocna or two key
administrative persons, There is absolutely no foundation for the
statement that cvacuees were allowed to use official cars at night
or at any other time for pleasure driving,
Page 726

Mr. Townsend: "By pooling the trucks, we saved 1,775 gollons of
gasoline in the first weckend, Saturday night, Sunday
and Sunday night, and continued to save 1,000 pallons
pert day, by actual pump records. That is by tho trucks
that were impounded. Thon later on, if you want to
bring in the cars, we did tho same thing and saved 300
gallons a day by taking the cars away from them,"

C=0336-F25-BU-C08-WP
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Commaent

The assartion that 1,000 gallons of pasoline per day were
savad by establishing a pool syvstem whilec Mr, Townsend was at the
canter has no foundotion of fact.

37, Page 77

Quastion: "While you ware at Poston did the Jepanese who were
interned there jaaka autnmnhila trips to visit their
relatives cnd friends in the Midwest and East?" 2

Answar; "They did, with written orders by ir. Head to supply
them with transportation.”

Question: fhat was the reason for these trips?n

Answer: ‘"Any excusc., Sicknoss in the families or.for the
purpose of locidng aftor & socld auvemobile that
paynents had not beon made on, being unable to make
collections on crop sales or various agricultural
ideas, and for any miscellsnccus excusc the Japanose
were allowed to take government eculpment end aska
e trips up to 2,500 miles, using govornment credit cards,”

The Chairman: "All their own cers had boon left at their hemes by
tha evacuces®!

The Witness: "Oh, 'yes. Thoy didn't have their own cars, cxnan;
thuse which we lcased from them, you sce

The Chsirman: YAnd they used the povernment equipment?" ,

The Witness: "They used to usu them, thesc big scvdans, and drive
| them into these metropolitan centers out there. -With
| soldiars sitting out there in the desart and seeing a
* load of Japancsc goinpg by in tho bip sovernmsnt. cars .
| and giving tho boys o' big horsclaugh, It was terrible,
' ’ and is still poing on, but not quite so vieiously, because
the camp has been under guarantine,?

Muestion by Mr. Steedman;

"fou say that some of tho cars traveled as high as
2,500 miles. Did the specdomuters indicate that when
they returned?!

e
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Answer "fec, In starting them on the trip i1t ves usual teo give
them e credit card and to keep a coplaie record, sc we
tock the speedometer reading upon their leaving and upon
their returning,"

Comnent

No evacuse hes ever been allowed %o take a gorernment car on u
trip outside the wroject on persenal business. Mo evasuca kas
ever been authorized to use & govermient credit card, Fvacuces
have in gomo instances been taken to Los Angeles rnd Fhoenix for
opacial medieal treatment, or fer similar purposes involving

serdous omerpency.
pnded by Caucaeiun escorts,

In all such eases the evacuess ware accom-
Cn %wo occasiona, !March 20 and

June 3, 1943, Thomes Masuda was sent in m governmon car frem
Poston to Phoonix, Arizona, to trunssct officisl businass fer
tho conter vith officfals of the State, Sinco he entered ro
restrieted zono, he made the tripwithout eccort,

During the perdod ¥r. Townnend was employad at Poston,
no evacuee was parnitted to leave the troioct araza without an
escort, No trip of as much as 2,500 miles has buen taken from

Pogton in a governmo:

Cklahcma City whi
knowledpe .01 permd

it car, excent one wnauthorizcd trip to

ch Mr. Townscnd, himself, tock without the
sslen of the Projaect Director,

C-0336-P27-Final-NOBU-C 8-1P
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*fle: Provost Marahallls office dasbarring a few evacuees from working
in war plants without glving any reason for such action. sStates

that the imerican citizen of Japanese ancestry is' an American and

has great potentianlities of becoming an alert liberal anerican if he
is given the opportunities to contribute to the mosaic of American

1life, etec.

Decemsber 1“- lm-

-

My dear Mr. Wyer: &
I aa enclosing a letter frea 7

}( & » The Cleveland Hostel,
g

and inviting your attention to the

page. . jL_/
Urs. Roosevelt asks if you will

mtthinupwm:dlhtﬂhtnnhmq L; fin i

The return of the enclosed letter
with your reply will be appreciated,

Very sincerely Jyours,

Urs. Roocmavelt.

Mr. Dillon

Barr Bullding -
910 Seventeenth Street, M. .,
‘I'--hln_lhul n. A i Vos




January 3, 1944

Lt
Dear General OQullion,

Mrs. Roosevelt has taken up with
the War Eelocation Authority the problems
outlined in the snolosed letter from Mioh
Xunitani, but she is told that your office
might improve the situation. Ghe 1s,
therefore, referring this letter for any
consideration that you can pive it. .

VYery sinocerely yours,

Secretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt

ne—

U. B. .
Washington, D. C. O:HY

Ene.2
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Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to lrs. Poosevell
™a ‘White lHouse

Washington, D. C.

Dear Miss Thompsacn:

I have your note of December 14 and the accompanying letter
from Mich Kunitani, of Cleveland. I appreciate very much the fact
trat lrs. Roosevelt is interested in the problems raised by Mr,
Kunitani and would like to see the necessary steps taken to remove
discrimination against loyal imericans of Japanese ancestry.

This is something which we have been congerned with for a
leng time. I have protested several times ig the llar Department
against practices which I feel are discriminatory, not only in
employment in war plants but also in the iy itself. Our efforts
to gain fair and equzl treatment for nisei at the hands of the
Civil Service Commission have been unceasing, but have met with
only limited success. The Commission approves generally the
principle of non-discrimination, but in actual practice there are
many delays in obtaining the necessary clearance for evacuces to
be appointed to Federal positions.

I seriously doubt if the ittorney General would be the
appropriate official with whom the problem should be taken up.
The discriminatory acts are in oppositlon to the fair employment
practices which the President hincclfl has dalineated. [t would
seem that the Provost Marshall's office and the Civil Service
Commission are the agencies that might improve the situation
if they so desired.

- i Sincerely,

W'?a-m Cluelet, %:ﬂp
| N R v T Ay  Directer

W
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Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Foosevelt
The ushite house

Washington, L. C.

Dear Miss Thompson:

I have your note of Decerber 14 and the accompanyling letter
from Mich Kunitanl, of Cleveland. [ appreclate very wuch the fact
that Mra. Rocsevelt is interested in the problems ralsed by Wr.
Eunitani and would like to see the necessary steps taken to remove
dscriminution against loyal Aimericans ol Japanese ancestry.

This is something which we have been concerned with for a
long time. 1 have protested several times Lo the nur Lepartment
against practices which I feel are discriminstory, not only 1ln

t in war plants Lut wloo in the uruy itself. Our efforts
to gein falr and equal treatiwent for nisel at the hands of the
Civil Service Commisslon have beon unceasing, but have met with
only limited succeas. The Commisslon approves generally the
principle of non-discrimination, but in sctuel practice there are
many delays in obtaining the necessary clearance for evacuees to
be appointed to Federul positions.

1 seriously doubt i1f the aAttorney General would be the
appropriate official with whom the problem should be taken up.
The ddscriminatory actu wre in opposition to the falr employment
practices which the President hinself has delineated. It would
seen that the Provost Marshull's office and the Civil Service
Commission are the agencles that might improve the situation .
if they so desired.

Sincerely,




Copies ment to: (Jan. 1, 1943)
General Gulliecn
Mrs. MoMillin E

Dacember 8} 1943

iE" 9

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt
White Hougse
Washlington D.C.

Dear Mra, Roocseavealts

I should 1ike to take thls opportunity to thank you again
for making it possible for me to see you at the White House on
Nov. 20. ;

With reference to your suggestion, I shall attempt to point
out some of the problems faced by the evacueeas, both by those
8tlll in the relocation centers and by those who have already
relocated and who are in the process of resettlement. But before
I get to the specific problems themselves I would like to preface
my statements by saylng that I view the difficulties of the evac-
uees only in the light of the hardships faced by the other people
in the world as & result of this war, : .

When we take into consideration the plight of the Jewish
people in the ocecupled countries of Eurcpe, the starving hundreds
in India, the English, Chinese and Russian people who have lost
thelr loved ones and their homes and the privation of the Negros
and others in the Bouth, the problems of the evacuees ccoupy only
a very small band of the social spectrum.

Many intelligent and eincere people who arse concerned with
minority or any othe kind of problem become Bo engrossed in their
particular crusade that they tend to lose proper perspective and
begin to believe that their program is the most important thing
in the world. 1I've tried all through my work to view this pro-
gram in proper focus., I am working with the problem of the Jap-
anese in America not because I happen toc be of Japanese decent
but because I believe fundamental democratic issues are involved
and I am intereated in the preservation and furtherance of civil
liberties which I believe to be the protoplasm of our democratic
instlitutiona.

I make these introductory remarks mergly to indicate to you
my poeitlon with regard to the program.eq. t 1t might help you |
to evaluate whatever I might say. - »

1'1 Ll

The records of the War Relocation Authority reveal that
approximately 15,000 people have left the centers onlindefinite
leave and 6000 more on seasonal leave which means t a great
ma jority of the ung%; young adulte betweén the ages’'of 19-35
have left. The B0, evacuees who are still in the centera
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are composed of old folks who are above fifty years of age and
thelr chlldren who are under elghtesn. A8 we attempt to relocate
thia 80,000 the resettlement problem becomes more complex since
families are involved. Housing which 18 so difficult to find for
the single people will be three times as difficult for family
groups since they are not as mobile or flexible,

The occupational skills of many of the employables still in
the centers 11e in truck farming and though there is a great
Bhortage of farm laborers in America the evacuees prefer employ-
ment a8 farm operators and not as laborers since they were skilled
operators back on the West Coast but opportunities for operators
of truck gardens have not as yet presented themselves, If the
War Relocation Authority with the help of the Farm Security Admini-
stration and possibly the Resettlement Administration could pro-
vide opportunities for groups of farm famllies to ressttle on
undeveloped landé, e.g., the Grand Coules territory with long term
loans and low interest rates, I bellieve many of the evacuse
farmers would take advantage of 1it.

Those who are not farmers were formerly small shop keepers,
operators of service establishments, retail clerks, hotel opera-
tors and middle men in the marketing of farm produce. Some of
these people would relocate if they could get people to eponsor
them for perhaps a year in return for their services around the
house. This arrangement would give them an opportunity to survay
the community for possible business ventures and more permanent
employment.

The evacuees who are over fifty years of age of which there
are approximately 20,000 comprise the first generation of the
dpanese in America and for the most part though they understand
English they cannot speak it with facllity. This handicap to-
gether with the fact that they are enemy aliens and cannot become
naturalized citizens precludes them from many types of employment,

As far as the problems of the evacuees who have already re-
settled are concerned I can only draw coneclusione from my experi-
ences 1in Cleveland where 750 have resettled., Since January of this
year when the War Relocation Authority opened its offices here in
Cleveland the emphasis of the resettlement program has past
through four different and distintt .stages. First the problem was
community relations, then it shifted to employment, then to housing
and now the problem is how to integrate the evacuees into the
local community where they can find, function and status. A great
deal of the success of the assimilation problem lies in the hands
of the evacuees themselves and I have discovered that the great-
est obstacles to the community integration program are the atti-
tudes held by the evacuees towards the community. As yet the
young evacuee has not reached the psychological stage where he
can take the initiative in making new friends,

-
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Even though the emphasig is now on integration it does not
imply that community relations, employment and houslng problems
are all settled, One of the most sericus impediments 1n the
employment phase of the program ig the matter of the evacuees

.receiving speclial clearence from the Provest Marshall General's

office in order to work in war plants after they have recelved
indefinite leave from the War Relocation Autnority. The time
taken to secure this special clearence takes anywhere from three
to six monthe. The Provost Marshall's office has disbarred a

few evaocuees from working in war plants without giving any reason
fa such action. I believe this matter should be brought to the
attention of someone like Roger Baldwin. Along thls same veln
the Civil Service Commission has set up a speclal procedure for
the evacuees guite different from the procedure followed by other
applicanta. These measurses and others llke them are subtle
implications that the evacuees are not to be trusted like other
Americans and hinders the whole relocatlon program.

The American citizen of Japanese ancestry ia an American and
he has great potentialities of becoming &n alert liberal Amerlcan
if he 18 given the opportunities to cgntribute to the mosalc of
american 1ife. I belleve I know howlTeel about thie program and

'I would appreciate anything that you can do to further and hasten

the solution to this problem.

If at any time I can bg of service to you I shall be only too
glad to respond and I wish to express my appreciation again for
your sincere interest in this matter, .
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