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Beptember 17, 1938

My dear M. Randolphi

I am gled to send my
greetings to the Ladies' Auxill-
ariea of the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Oer Port<rs on the
occasion of thelr Firat National
Convention. They have my good

: wishea for a very svocessfil
- meeting.

Vaery sincerely yonurs,

Mr. A. Philip Rapdolph
4231 8. Mychigan Avenue
Chicago, Ill.
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« Franklin Delanc Hoosevelt

(_}/ﬁn House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. HRoosevelt:

On the Z4th of September, the First NHational Conventiem of

Ladies' Auxiliaries te an international trade union of Negro

workers in America, will begin in Chicago, extending through

the 2Tth.

May I advise that our great leader, Dr. Mary McLeod Be-

thune, will deliver the prinoipal address st the public meeting

of the convention, Sunday, September 25.

Beceuse of your great interest in the cguse of the workers

and the Negro people in particular, and humanity in gemeral, may

I request and urge you to send & message of greetings to cur

convention. l{i;:.dly address message to 4231 South Michigan Ave-

nus, Gl{iolm s Illinois.

AFR4RP




June 10, 1941
ﬁ?l\ilnf’
My dear Hr.hnanﬁnlphl

I have talked over your letter with
the President and I feel very strongly that
your group 18 making a very grave mistake at
the present time to allow this march to take
place. I am afraid it will set back the
progress which 1a being made, in the Army at
leaat, tovards better opportunitiee and leses
segregation.

I feel that if any incident occurs
a8 & result of this, 1t may engender so much
bitterness that it will create in Congress even
more solld oppoeition from certaln groupe than
w2 “have had in the past.

I know that crusades are valuable and
necessary sometimea, but undertaken when the
temper 18 as tense as it 18 at present, aeems
to me unfortunate, and to run the risk which
&8 meeting such as thls carrles with it, is
unwise. You know that I am deeply concerned
about the rights of Negroppeople, but I think
one must face situations as they are end not
a8 one wishes them to be. I think this 18 a
very serlous decision for you to take,

Very sincerely yours,

I /] ;l.d"ul.n.. I'Ire:-
J A/QSI'G f‘ﬁfl'laf‘:{l- - iri/ldﬂ.f.ndf.-. L {




Bend letterd to Asat. Srcy Patterso. :

The Presldent sugrested thot I eend thle over te you in éhe F
hoges that everythine possible is belnyg done to oﬁévnnt thia
mxrc; cen Warhinegton. s I

E.R.

Handolph!
I have talke 1 over your letter with the President ani he feels
very atrongly that your group is makine a very grave misteke at
the present time to allow thils march tn trke nlnce. /

Iﬂgﬁhg}igiﬁ'it-ﬁill get brck the progress which is being
made in the Army at leant towards bq}ter appartﬁnitiﬂa end leae
segregotton.

=

The Preslident feels that 1f eny ilncident ocecurs, as a
result of thls, 1t may engender so much bltterness tnat it will
ereate in Corgress even more solld opnositlion f;nm certain
groups than we heve had in the naat.

I know that crusades are valuable snd necesenry sSoTe-
times, but undertaken whnﬁ the temper 1e ums ftense as it 18 at

present seema to me unfortunate nnd to run the risk which na

meeting such as thls carries with 1t, 1s unwlee. -

< e _ 9%
* You know that I am deeply concerned sbout the rightsa

of Negro pecple, but I think one muat face situntione ar they are

and not ﬁl ae ore wiehee them to be. I think this is a very

Aerious deecision for you to take.
E.R.
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June Bth, 1941

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
o/o World Telegram
New York City

pear Mrs. Roosavelt:

Negroes are the victims of disorimination
in National Defense., Although loyal American citlizens, we are
denied jobs, not because of the lack of merit, but on account of
race and color.

To fight this un-American and un-Demooratic
practice, Negro leaders have formad a movement to mobilize 100,000
Negroes to March on Washington for jobs and justice in Hational
Defense.

The enclosed "Call" sxplains cur program
and purpose. 1 hope that you may help this movement with & com-
ment in your column. '

Vary truly yours,

AFR/sd

m-_
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CALL TO

NEGRO AMERICA

"To March On Washington For Jobs And Equal
\ Participation in Natienal Defense”
July Ist

GREETINGS:
‘ We call upon you to fight for jobs in National Defense,

We call upon you to struggle for the integration of Negroes in the armed
forces, such as the Air Corps, Navy, Army and Marine of the Nation.

We call upon you to demonstrate for the abolition of Jim-Crowism in all
Covernment departments and defense employment.

This is an hour of erisis. It is a crisis of demoeracy, It is a crisis of minority

groups. It is a crisis of Negro Americans.

What is this erisis?

To American Negroes, it is the denial of jobs in Government delense

projectss It is racial discrimination in Government departments, It is wide-
spread Mﬁ-m in the armed forces of the Nation.

While billions of the taxpayers’ money are heing spent for war weapans,
Negro workers are being turned away [rom the gates of factories, mines and
mills—being Aatly told, *“NOTHING DOING." Some employers refuse to give
Negroes jobs when they are without “union cards,” and some unions refuse
MNegro workers union cards when they are “without jobs."

What shall we dao?

What & dilemma! e
What a runaround!

What o disgrace!

What o blow below the belt!

"Though dark, doubtful and discouraging, all is not lost, all is not hopeless,
"Though battered and bruised, we are not beaten, broken or bewildered.

Verily, the Negoes” deepest disappointments and direst defeats, their tragic
trigk and outrageous oppressions in these dreadful days of destruction and




disaster to democracy and freedom, and the rights of minority peoples, and the
dignity and independence of the human spirit, is the Negroes' greatest oppor-
tunity to rise to the highest heights of struggle for freedom and justice in
Governmeat, in industry, in labor unions, education, social service, religion
and culture. :

With faith and confidence of the Negro people in their own power for sell-
liberation, Negroes can break down the barriers of discrimination against em-
ployment in Nation Defense. Negroes can kill the deadly serpent of race hatred
in the Army, Navy, Air and Marine Corps, and smash through and blast the
Government, business and labor-union red tape to win the right to equal nppor-
tunity in vocational training and re-training in defense employment.

Maost important and vital of all, Negroes, by the mobilization and coordina-
tion of their mass power, can cause PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO ISSUE AN
EXECUTIVE ORDER ABOLISHING DISCRIMINATION IN ALL GOVERN.
MENT DEPARTMENTS, ARMY, NAVY, AIR CORPS AND NATIONAL DE-
FENSE JOBS.

Of course, the task is not easy, In very truth, it is big, tremendous and
difficulr,

It will cost money.

Tt ‘will vequire sacrifice.

It will tax the Negroes' courage, determination and will to struggle. But
we can, must and will triumph.

~ The Negroes' stake in national defense is big. It consists of jobs, thousands
of jobe. It may represent millions, yes, hundreds of millions of dollars in wages.
It consists of new industrial opportunities and hope, This is worth fighting for.

But to win cur stakes, it will require an “all-out,” bold and total efforf and
demonstration of colossal proportions.

Negroes can build a mammoth machine of mass action with a terrific and
tremendous driving and striking power that can shatter and crush the evil
fortress of race prejudice and hate, if they will only resclve to do so and never
stop until victory comes,

Dear Fellow Negro Americans, be not dismayed in these terrible times.
You possess power, great power. Our problem is to harness and hitch it up
for action on the broadest, daring and most gigantic scale.

In this peried of power politics, nothing counts but pressure, more pressure,
and still more pressure, through the tactic and strategy of broad, organized,
aggressive mass action behind the vital and important issues of the Negro.
To this end, we propose that ten thousand Negroes MARCH ON WASHING-
TON FOR J IN NATIONAL DEFENSE AND EQUAL INTEGRATION
IN THE FIG G FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

An “all-out” thundering march on Washington, ending in & monster and
huge demonstration at Lincoln's Monument will shake up white America.

It will shake up official Washington.

It will give encouragement to our white friends to fight all the harder by
our side, with us, for our righteous cause,

It will gain respect for the Negro people.
It will create & new sense of self respect among Negroes.
But what of national unity?

We believe in national unity which recognizes equal opportunity of black
and white citizens 1o jobs in national defense and the armed forces, and in all
other institutions and endeavors in America. We condemn all dictatorships,
Fascist, Nazi and Communist. We are loyal, patriotic Americans, all.

But, if American democracy will not defend its defenders; if American
demuoeracy will not protect its protectors; if American democracy will not give
jobs to its toilers because of race or eolor; if American democracy will not
insure equality of opportunity, freedom and justice to its citizens, black and,
white, it is a hollow mockery and belies the principles for which it is supposed
to stand.

To the hard, dificult and trying problem of securing equal participation in
national defense, we summon all Negro Americans to march on Washington,
We summon Negro Americans to form committees in various cities to recruit
and register marchers and raise funds through the sale of buitons and other
legitimate means for the expenses of marchers to Washington by buses, train,
private antomobiles, trucks and on foot.

We summon Negro Americans to stage marches on their City Halls and
Councils in their respective cities and urge them to memorialize the President
to ‘issue an executive order to abolish discrimination in the Government and
national defense, '

However, we sternly counsel against violence and ill-considered and intem-
perate action and the abuse of power. Mass power, like physical power, when
misdirected is more harmful than helpful. .

We summon you to mass action that is orderly and lawful, but aggressive
and militant, for justice, equality and freedom. i

Crispus Attucks marched and died as a martyr for American independence.
Nat Turner, Denmark Vesy Gabriel, Harrict Tubman and Frederick Douglas

fought, bled and died for the emancipation of Negro slaves and the preservation

of American democracy.

Abraham Lincoln, in times of the grave emergency of the Civil War, issued
the Proclamation of Emancipation for the freedom of Negro slavea and the
preservation of American democracy.

Today, we call upon President Roosevelt, a great humanitarian and idealist,
to follow in the footsteps of his noble and illustrious predecessor and take the
second decisive step in this world and national emergency and free American
Megro citizens of the stigma, humiliation and insult of diserimination and Jim-
Crowism in Government departments and national defense.
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The Federal Government cannot with clear conscience call upon privata
| industry and labor unions to abelish discrimination based upon race and
as long as it practices discrimination itself against Negro Americans. |

Remember, our valient and heroic forbears won the right for Negroes to
enjoy the priccless gifts of freedom, justice and equality In- America today.
They won it through tears, toil, sweat and blood. Tt is a challenge to us 1o
follow the glorious traditions of our forbears and struggle to bequeath to the
Negro children of today and tomorrow the right to participate in the economic,
political and social institutions and life of America upon a basis of abscluta
pquality, and thereby, make American democracy what its founders and de-
fenders intended it to be.

NEGROES' COMMITTEE TO MARCH ON WASHINGTON FOR
EQUAL PARTICIPATION IN NATIOMAL DEFENSE

2289 Seventh Avenue

Mew York City
EDgecombe 4-4340

/a/ Walter White Dr. Rayford Logan
Rev. William Lloyd Imes Henry K. Craft
Lester B, Granger A. Philip Randolph
Frank R. Crosswaith 1. Finley Wilson
Luyle Lane A. C. Powell, Jr.
Richard Parrish b

"Ta March On Washington For Jobs And Equal Participation In
Mational Defense” July It s
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

MEMORANDUM FOR MRS. ROQSEVELT. L

( I have your letter of June 10th about the march of
Negroes on Washington. We are doing all we can to iry to avoid
this march. /I thought you might be interested in lmowing what
we have been doing in the War Department about using Negroes in
the National Defense Program. ‘i

It is the determined poliey of the War Department to
afford Negroes egual opportunities in our defense effort.

We are doing everything we can to prevent diserimina-
tion against Negro workers in industry. Under our defense con-
tracts with private industry, however, the contracter is solely
responsible for furnishing the neceasary labor, and the War De-
partment does not prescribe labor provisicns in its contracts

other than those provided for by law. We have actively cocperated

with and supported Mr. Hillman in his pleas +to employers and unions

to eliminate diserimination against the Negroes, and have constantly
referred our officers and contractors to the Statement of Labor
Policy adopted by the Advisory Commission last September which

provides against diserimination against workers because of race

. or color.




We are making every effort to increase t‘im numbar
of Negro employees in the War Department. There are about 600
- Negro civilian employees of the War Department in Washington.
A large number of these are clerical employees and our main
effort 1is to increase the mumber of Negro employees in the
higher f‘cﬁgsﬁyﬁﬂunu of work.

Last week the War Department let a contract to
design and build the air base for the Negro Air Squadron at
Tuskeges, Alsbama to & Negro architect and Negro contractors.
The estimated cost of this construction is about §1,500,000.
This is & real recognition of the place of the Negro businsss
and professional men in the national defense program.

On the military side, the Negroea have had even &
more important place in our national defense. For the firat
time in our history, the Secretary of War has a Negro as his
civilian aide. Juige William A. Hastie, the Civilian Aide to
the Secretary of War, has cn::ut-nntla' advised Mr. Stimson and

S ':3.5 on racial questions. By June 30th there will be over
R\'ﬁ,mn Negro officers and men in the Army. At present there
are .3.30 Negro ofﬂ'qura and 56 Negro nmurses. Brigadier General
B.0. Davis, who received his promotion last year, 1s the first
Negro general in our history. Negro officers are attending all
of the regularly established Service Schools except that of the
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Adr Corps where a separate school is to be established. The
Hegro enlisted men are learning everything from the n;rumtiurn.
of radios at Camp Benning to cooking at the Army Cooking School.

Negro units of all branches of the service have been

_ereated. These innltﬂo' the Armored Forces and Air Corps units.

The 99th Pursult Squadron composed of 45 Wegro officers and 390
enlisted men is in training at Chanute F:;.ulld, Rantoul, Illiuniaf;'/'
and will be moved to its own air base at Tuskegee, Alabama this
fall.

In all the camps in which Negro troops are located,
with t_m: very minor exceptlions, the Wegro units are located in

the same as the white unitsa.

PATTERSON,
Under Secretary of War.
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June 23, 1941

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt;

Although you have expressed opposition to the Hegro march on
Washington for jobs in national defense and integration into
the armed foroes of the Nation, you have not refused to mc-
cept the invitation of the Negro March-Un-Washington Committes

to speak at the rally at the Lincoln Memorial following the
march.

While you have indicated your feeling that the march is not
the proper method for Negroes to employ to solve the problems
of discriminations in national defense, I know that you are
prefoundly interested in every effort that Negroes make to
improve their status in the national defense program. I want
you to know that the Negro pecple have the utmost faith in
your great spirit and purity of heart on their guestion, and
we know that whatever position you teke is a result of your
convictions that it is for the interest of the Negro people.

May I say that the President has held a confersnce on this
question of disoriminations against Negroes in national defense
and we hope that he will take action that will be ocaloulated
to remove the disabilities in the form of discriminations in
national defense and the federal departments of the govermment
in the form of an exscutive order which is strong, definite,
and clear,

May I renew my invitation and request to you to speak at the
rally following the march, July lst, at the Lincoln Memorial.
I assure you that your message on this oocasion will bring

' For Jobs and Egual Pariicipation in National Defense—March [uly 11, 1941

T e sy — : ! .



-2m

|

|
great hope and inspiration to the hdarts of the Hegro people everywhere.

I want to resssure you that the Negro march on Washington is a manifes-
tation of the Negroes' desire to fight and work for the right to work
and fight to help the Fresident achieve the preservation of the demo-
cratic faiths, values, ideals, traditions, and heritages in Amérjloa in
partioular, and the world in general,

apr/mf 7



‘Conpobelle Islond, N.B
June 26, ludl

My Adear Mr, Randolph:

Thank you for your wire, I sm YuTry
.glad the ssreh has besn postponed und delighted
that the Presideat is issulng «n siscutive
order om defense industries.

I hope from this first step, we may
go om to others. _

“Yery :Mcrilr yours,

uUr, ¥. Phillip Randelph
2289 7th Avenue

NYC

%

o
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September 19, 1942

My dear Mr, Bandolph:

1 have asked Miss Hilda Smith %o
coms to talk to me about the wark which
she has been doing and which should oon=
tioue in the future,

1 hope you will be interested to
ocome in for an informal disoussion with
us at the White House on September RS,
at 4 p.m.

Very oordially yours,

4

Mr. A. Philip Bandolph |
President, Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters

217 West 126th Street
Hew York, New York




May 27, 1043

Dear Mr. Bandolph:
I nl interssted to read the psaphlet,
*Jin Crow in Uniform®, theugh I knew much that
Y. wes in it, and am always saddened by this
knowledge.
Very sincerely yours,

gr. A« Philip Randeolph , : ; 0
CHid4 Saven Bnue / ;

NYC 5
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March. On. Washington Movement.

“Winning Democracy for the Negro is' Winning the War for Democracy”

HATIOHAL HEADQUARTERS l
THERESA HOTEL BUILDING { i
i 2084 BEVENTH AVENUE 3
el 2 1 HEW YORK, M, ¥. “,l
Elt‘t/ ;\T MOKUMENT 2-33B0 A l“,' L i
- 44 IL \: 3 t f’ i
May 10, 1943, - [,

¥

Yrs. Elaanor Hoosevelt Ve r !
The White Bouae tl."\ 1@,» Coq
i

Washington, D.C. \E‘ ST

'!I‘ i # f *
Dear Mra. Roosevelt: \%{“‘ \ i Al
I think you will be interested, as a friend of the Negro 3 -
meople, in the enclosed pamrhlet. K
I shell be most grateful for any comment from you and for et
any suggestions as to how we may sacure =2 wide distribution
for Jim Crow in Uniform.

Vary sincarely,

APR BMC
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Decesber 18, 19435

Dear ¥r. Randolph:

I raferred your letter to a frisnd of
ains when 1 received it and I am sorry it
haz nct been anawered before,

I was sdvised not to do snything, as
it might do more harm than good.

Sincerely yours,

Mr.A. Philip Randolph
President, Brother of Sleeping Car Portdrs
217 W 125th S5t, NYIC
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THE WHITE HOUSE

' A WASHINGTON
Deceuber 4, 1943
. *

; KEMORARUUE FOR Iiss Thompson
' : FROM Jonathan Dmiel%

T am retorning the correspord-

o  ence which we discussed on the 1elephone

this morning.
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November 24, 18943

Mrs. Franklin Delano Hoosevelt
White House
Washington, D. Ce

My dear Mrs. Roocsevelt: i

November 7, Memphis, Tennesses, a public meeting under
the auspices of the Brotherhood of 8leeping Car Porters, was
oalled off by the Memphis City offioials, the story conoemming
whioch is oarried in the November 20th issue of the Chloago Sun
and an editorial on this outrage is oarried in the Thicago Sun
of November 2l.

I know how busy you are, but I Kfow that you will aleo
speak out against this specles of fascisa in our Country.
Mamphls, it appears to me, is the head front of a native var-
iety of fasolsm. If we oan expose this unamerican and undemo-
oratic rule of Boss Crump, it will help demooracy at home and
abroad. If Boss Crump oan get away with this attack upon one
of the Pour Freedoms in Memphis, it may beoome epidemic in
America. A demooratic Amerioa must have a demooratio Memphis.

e ?ury).tnﬂy yours,

SR S AL
Ry S

dolph
AFRRB & I.ntom}i.nnri Président
AP:OE ;
23076
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" Which governor will be the first to go
before Congress and say so?

Civil Liberties in Memphis

‘Boss Crump of Memphis has gone all out
for home-town isolationism. No “blatherskite
or' demagogue of the North %br South” he
says, should be permitted to “interfere” with
the “friendly relations” between white and
Negro races in Memphis.

That is the gist of Boss Crump's answer
to criticism for having his henchmen intimi-
date Memphis Negroes into canceling a re-
cently scheduled mass meeting on Negro
problems. The meeting was to have been ad-
dressed by A. Philip Randolph, president of
the International Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters and member of the National Com-
mittee to Abolish the Poll Tax.

Mr. Randolph may be a “blatherskite” to
Mr. Crump—but he is a national leader in
the ranks of labor and in the cause of Negro
betterment. Doubtless his opposition to the
poll tax infuriates Boss Crump, who owes
his power in large degree to that indefensible
instrument for thwarting and corrupting de-
mocracy. Doubtless most things that Mr.
Randolph stands for infuriate the’ czar of
Memphis. But for all his zeal in stifling civil
liberties in the Randolph case Mr. Crump
will lose in the end. Memphis will not per-
mit him to isclate it permanently from the
American way of democracy and free speech,

Why Not a ‘Question Time'?

The success of Secretary Hull's personal
report to Congress on the Moscow confer-
ence has centered attention upon a proposal
now before the House for regular question
periods, at which cabinet members and heads
of independent agencies might be interro-
gated, The framers of the Constitution evi-
dently had in mind such a relationship be-
tween the two branches; and it is, of course,
a long-standing feature of parliamentary sys-
tems in which the cabinet and executive are
directly responsible to the legislature.

Representative Kefauver of Tennessee
proposes to change the rules of the House so

that executive sfficers may be invited (com-

o
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kick him off the team,

Frank Smothers:

HUMAN GIBRALTAR?

Harold J. Laski suggested in The Sun two days
ago that the longer Mr. Churchill remaine premier,
the less promising he looks as
prime minister for the peace. This
iz a subject upon which, ac-
cording 1o one acheol of thought,
Americans should express no
opinion. I can't concur., For one
thing, I have too much regard
for land io be disinterested.
For another, Britain will be a
profound factor in shaping the
werld in which every American
must live, Mr. Laski and other
Britons have reason to criticize
our government if they see
the peace threatened by it. We |
have equal right to speak an honest mind on Mr.
Churchill, and this is mine:

One of the greatest of human barriers fo a
truly progressive ce Is the ability and resolu-
tion of Winston Churchill. A progressive peace
can be established, even if he remains prime min-
ister for some years after the war. But if so it
will be won in contravention of Mr. Churchill's po-
litical philosophy.

Defense of Privilege.

Like most Amerlcans, T admire Mr. Churchill.
More than that, I consider it likely that we would
be under the domination of a Nazi world victory
today had Mr, Churchill in 1040 not epitomized
the fighting spirit of Brilain, and rallied that spirit,
as probably no other could have done. Because
he did so he will be a titan in the human story
as long as historians can write the truth, Yet Mr.
Churchill fights for no “brave new world” He
fights in order to hold on.

There §s much that Britain has, and Mr.
Churchill loves, which ought to be held, at any
cost: freedom of ?eech. # House of Commons,

the British sense of decency and responsibility, the
very soil of Shakespeare's “dear, dear land.” The
British Commonweslth is a boon te us all. Butl

{he British government's game in India is another
matter., So is Mr, Churchill's influence in the
Balkans., So is the grip of an cligarchy upon the
economy of Britain, Mr, Churchill has yet to show
of guiding constructively en such issues.

His policy is defense of privilege and im falism.
This would not be so disturbing were he not so
resourceful and unylelding. That rugged chin of
his, and volce of finality, are fundamental ressons
why Washington and erica do not speak up
gbout Indis. Even the famine In Bengal, and the
offleial neglect which let jt become so appalling a
tragedy, seems o have been until recently all but a
barred subject in polite talk, It iz an o secret
that Willlam Phillips, the Presldent’s em , Te-
turned from India deeply disturbed by the Indian

-E-.ilﬂl-::. “crisis and Britain's failure io cope with it
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NMvember 24, 1943

Desr ‘Mr. Handolph:

1 regrat thet I oun serve cn
the National Ceamittaa of tnejNational
Counoil for a Psrmanent F,E5,P,C,, a8 frca
now on [ am afreid my name would open the
way to criticisa and brand you as & pelitiesl
organisation,

Very sincarely yours,

52

Er. A. Philip fiandolph
doom 301 o
217 ¥ 125, WYC




Iiwill Lo bs glad to serve as a member of the
| National Committee of the National Council for

a Permanent F.E.P.C. 4

R

THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS ]

_ Mational Council for a Permansnt F.E.P.C.
= 217 West 125th Street - Room 301
Hﬂw York 27, New York
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NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR A PERMANEN J4F.E.P.C.

iy Chee Cng
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SEMATOR ROBERT F. WAGHER - o Aw

2 cn;mm ; : / . \‘i s & i iT'z'_pfn.mﬁt.l?fl.
-ALLAN KNIGHT CHALMER / T : ’
A TLEL RANCAL T w‘ﬁ* & AT Tetephone: MOsusent 2-5082

Toaane PJ‘ (»- Secratary: ALICE STARK
WILLIAM JAY SCHIEFFELIN

; lﬂ’b'&rnmbar 18, 19543

Mps, Franklin D, Foosevelt }‘5 P
The White House it v f'
Washingten, D, C. 7 W

i t
Dear Mrs, Hoosevelt, B’

On November S5th, 1943, President Roosevelt again egiphasized the fact that the
olauss in Executive Order 8802 forbidding diseriminatiof in industry was mandatory
and was sc to be ocpnsidered. This was the President's [answer to the interpretation

of Comptroller General Warren that the anti-diserimination clause was merely advisory.

Befores the President issued the affirmaticn of the Falr Employment Practice Com-
mittee there was much confusion, and some fear. Throughout the country liberal and
labor groups held protest meetings and wrote Washington about it. In some measure
the President'a action relieved the anxiety felt in many guarters that this prop to
damooracy in aotion would be removed. :

However, the Failr Employment Practice Committee was set up only as a war-time
agency. Although its usefulness even as such has already been cogently demonstrated,
the need for the committee has besn ever-increasing. The National Counoil for a Per-
manent FEPC was set up to provide for meeting the need more permanently. Bnoloased
is' a brief statement deseriptive of the objectives,

@ should be honored to have you serve as a member of the Fational Committes
and ald in this essential job. There will be no demands on your time and energles,
for we kmow how burdened most people's lives are these days. The Natlonal Committee
will be made up of outstanding representative Americans from all parts of the country.

Plau_q use the enclosed card for your reply. We know you will do what you can
to expedite and forward the work to protect our national democratliec purposes.

b ﬂinu-ni, Foai,

-

: A. Phili 1ph
/as Mﬂi&it Bhﬁgmu?ﬂ
encs.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

GEORGE K. HUNTON ALEx ROSE
THOMASINA T. JoHMsON Mus. MABEL STAUPERS
MATHANIEL MINKOFE

H. A, DAwWsON Mrs, DOROTHY 5. NORMAN MoAH WALTERS

THURMAN L. DoDson RT. REV. JOHN A, RYAN, D.D. MAx ZARITSKY

RABBI SIDNEY E. GOLDSTEIN REV. JAMES MYERS CHARLES 5. ZIMMERMAN
. SIDNEY HOLLANDER

WINIFRED RAUSHENBUSH i 4 40
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Those who had fought for the establishment of the Fair Employment Fractice
Comnittee and who were keenly aware of the limited powers and transieney of this
war-time agency had long felt that it was necsssary to give it m permanent legis-
lative begig. It was for this purpose that a group of individuals representing .
mnré than fifteen organizations met in Washington D.C. on Septembor 13th and l4th
in a Conference to Save the FEPC, Out of that conference zrew the Netlonel Council
for a Permenent FEPC, with a minimom Executive Board appointed to set up the or-
ganisntinulauﬂ control its activitias. Mr. A. Fhilip Handolph, Fresident of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, and Dr. Allan Enisht Chalmers, of the Eroadway
Tabernacle Churech, H.,Y,, were elected Co-Chairmen. A budget wes drawn up, & consti-
tution sdopted and bills which would establish a Fair Employment Practice Act were
discussed. The work of the organizetion had formally begun.

The objectives of the National Council for o Permanent FEPC ars!

(1) To promote in every possible way tho establishment of egual
opportunity for employment, to secure hiring with due regard
to the already existing skllls and experience of the applicunt,
equality of wages for the same work, and the full right of up-
grading employees within industries regardless of roce, creed,

color or origin,.

(2) To bring about the establishment of a permanent Faderal Fair
Employment FPractice Committee,

{3) To carry on an educational campaign, natlonally ond loeally,
to further the Council's cbjectives.

These objectives are as simple and clear-cut as the cause of democracy. They
are those for which every Ameriean, loving America and wishing to serve it fully,

will fight with all his spirit and intelligence.

L B

1943

Temperary office:

217 ¥. 125 Street, Room 301

¥ew York 2%, Few York,
Minuzment 2-5082
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