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Yei'J' oOJ'd1ally youra, 

Lady Roe41nc 
o/o lllee JADe Mor gan 
S &n \on Place 
New York, New York 
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Lady llead1JI8 
Three SUtton Place 
He• York , New York 
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Dear llrs. Roosevelt :" ' / , . ,., 
/) .. ~ 

It is indeed kind of you 
to welcome me so charmingly, and I 
do went to thank you both for your 
very kind invitation and your lovely 
flowers which I found on -r arrival. 

I need hardly say that I 
shall ba more then delighted to co~e 
to you on the second of June, and I 
shall hold myself free until I hear 
from you again. I shall, if I may, 
bring a maid with me. 

With kindest regards , 

lira. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The White House 
Washington, D. C • 
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Lady Re:.ding 
<;ar e Ron. llot'lllan Dnv1a 
Lenuo:a, liass 

J ul 7, 19J6 

President will be ut Hyde PE•rk over weellkend of 12th 
Coul d you come then? I ~uy ~e gone by 17th 

\ 

. . 

P~eanor Roosevelt 
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1~·<) \J ,.· 32 J.Jzod ~treet,Londo~ .W. l. 
-'(\' ,. 
I • I ' I • 

25th September,l936. 
: 

( 
Dear Mra Schneider, 

I vory :t'ool1ahly have m1elaid Mrs Brigden •a ( o:t' the Rural 

Women o:t' t he World) address and I wondered if you would be very 
/~··--

kind and let me have it , forwardi"ng the enclosed at t he same time. 

I got back yesterday and can hardly believe that my lovely 

Yisi t to the Stat es took place. It really gave a e ~much 

happiness and I haTe learnt so much I believe it might rank as a 

( 
post graduate course . 

I suppose it would be idle to hope that you are all not 

killing yourselves at the moment, but I do hope .that . the result 

will Justify your exhaustion. 

loire Schneider, 
Wh1te .Houee, Yiaah1ngton.D. o. 



Septembwr 22, 1?36 

~Y de~r L~dy Re~dina1 

thank you very ouch for 
y;;n:r latter. I u" S•> ;tl l'd y.:.u · 
h;.d such Au 1nlerutlnl tr1;> nttd 
s:...w so much ot ou"'" c:...!.lntry. We 
..:re ~u lool:ln, t o rvnrd 'Wl t!1 -
greut deal ot ~le~~ure t o }'our 
return 1.nd urc couutU.g on y•,ur 
letting us ~r..,w r.hesC! ot tine 
.. hen you w1 tl b~ buc!c. 

V.·ry co t•dlr uy 'I'""'"• 

Lady RaacU.na 
.32 CUrzon St. 
London n 
England 

( Uii 

so 
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THE COSMOPOL ITAN CLUB 

122 llA ST 88Ytt .TIUKT 

\ NllW YORK 
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I 
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,. l~th September , l936 
1 -~ ~ v 

I • . . 
/ j ' !I ~ 

Dear Mrs Roosevelt, 

I oe.nnot l eave this oountry without writill8 
to t hank you onoe more for a l l ~hat you have done 
tor me and f.or all your extreme kindness. I know 
I need not tell you how deeply I have appreciated 
t he t i me you have spared me and t ho opportunities 
you have given me of seeing e. great deal I shoul d 
never have otherwise witnessed. 

Si nde I was at Hyde Park, I have done e. most 
i nteresting tri p ot 10,000 miles . I went as f ar 
West as Seattle coming back vie. Por tland , 
Yellowstone Park and Chicago . This eave me a 
splendid opportunity of seeing a different part 
of the Btates to what my countrymen usually do 
and I am thrilled by a l l I have seen and by the 
strength and del ight fulness of the people 
throughout . I do not think it w~ul<t surprise you 
to hear that I am going back to England with all 
my fundamental beliefs stroli81Y reoharged through 
the forceful and delightful people VIi th whom I 
have come into contact . 

I a m a great .}e~iever in fabl es and ·so 
would like to sa~ ever I can be of the least 

use to you, I do very sincerely hope you will 
call upon me to do anything i n my power. I am 
afraid the next few weeks will be very strenuous 
ones tor you and I send you and the Pr4s1dent my 
very beet wi shes. 



!lonmber 6, 1936 

Dear Lady Rewllu11 

How very klud or you 

to cable your co~ratu.btiona nud 

&cod rtlbeal t'le President, or 

cour se, i a tr•er•c:loualy ple"aed 

liU'ld heart~ed by the onrwhelaiof 

vote or coot1deoce IIIlich t1e r oca ved 

on r: ovaaber 3d. We are, all or us, 

however, thoroucnly cognhun t ot 
t ho o~re~&t I'OSJ)()na1b111ty -.hich 1a 

hi s . 

llo let ae know ahoad 

when you OJ~Peot to ooae bacO< to ;:~ur 

count.rr, .. s we both wlUlt so ~o>ucb to 

••• you. 

Yer y oor~ially youra, 

Lady Reading 
32 Curzon St. 
London 
En~. 

• 

so 

• 



TELEGRAM · 

mqe ~qite ~5£ 
~ns1)inghm ' 

London Nnv. 4, 1 936 

Nr a Rno seve lt. 
Wnsh1n$tton 

Affeot1onnte oon~trtltulationa ond best Yl1ahes tnr continued 
success henlth and honu1neaa 

S tellA Reading . 

------------------------------' 



Dec~~er 28, 19)6 

Deur Lally Readi nst 

l!any thur.ks for YOUl' Christllll.S 
ca.rd. 

I hope you vUl ~urely let us 
'<!lOw iu advnnce vhC•l you u re co;Jtiug 
bacl< here, as we both 4-re l .,l"i< i n& 
ror"~ r d to s eeing you ""Min. 

• ith e very good wish for tlt e 
r:e .. Ye:.r , I 111:1 

ver y cordl .• lly yours, 

I.ad7 Reading 
2 Chesterfield St. 
11&71'a1r w 
London 

so 



To wish you a happy 

Christmas and New Year 

from 

111e -~r ~ess ~:int ~ 
~ \L._~k rv-r, \ , -+- . 

..... hJ..~ .:;....<)~"""'-
~ 1'-- ,2N"(.. '- ( - - ;;._:- - -

~, 

~ ' [ J._.. .. '- \ · .. (.. ..... -( L--
' . 

1 CHESTERFIELD STREET MAYFAI R W 
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llocel!lber 8 , 19}~ 

) 

T Hf deltgn.t.e>d to g•t ¥01.&r l e tt6r t.nd I have 

beef\ ::~eantuc to • rite you o t a~y ~tnc.lro utb1ru t t on 

!or &l.l you h:~ovc doA•• I th ' nk i t h4ia bo .. n a p-errcctly 

~~i!le•nt pi ece ~r work, ~ ~d so ~~ay ~·o~l~ tn Lnl t 
couDtr,r h ve f?Oken to ~e ot ~ oxtr~ord i n•rlly ael l 
thty t.hlft-' t iu• .Olt•n . ttt. your co~antry o rfl oa·c..n~ 1ed. 

'Aru . '1cl.,ean w;u~ trying to 11e crt st.,tur - 1.n- l&.• f 

'lra. J. J\. loo~usv·olt, and She t~alked to a:,e r.hc;.ut 1 t.. 
fl...~tt Preatdent felt \.ba t. \t w~<• .oo;e th1 n& •2~i ch eht.ul.d 

be takea U') •l th the :::lt.att: O.pa.rt..aent Llu.l • c U.l\ ~ t~lJ 

IJN, tlc!.o<o.n tb.ot. 

t oJo not think t.hat thio coun:ry 1u "udy tor 
&D. orC•·ni••Uon !:\.;d tar to )'toUr .I. We • .Jtal \l t~ot. !ll.t t ht 1 

u ... t.• •bl• to c•t tt through Coft.&tt.J.Ia; oJ t.h~r\ ta n:~ 

?d., •• t e "Ieney btl enough t.;J do tt.. A Br<.ut x oy 
peO;llv tn th.if cowu.ry atH l J'otl ... ~C\Jrc.t tn .)Ur l~olution , 

u nd 1Jc\ ltl th~y a e aha.lc.on in that beU~t, it. ,...,JlU I.e 

dltfieult to acco• ?llab very ~uob. 

~'''' i s a areal dt&l ot POt•nt1Al atroogtb 
·lCong th' -oaon :and t uavc been lonptng to ace the• 
O Tf:~:liawJ ror eiO:A~~tti&\OJ. l f· 1 l \I Q.~y ~ trongly thd.t 

we a houl(.l l•e orgun1. aod end ru .1dy t o h•ll) tht.n t.nis • r 
la over. I bav-t~ cion• ;.y he•t to uti r nt~ool• uo t.o 

thl • need, bu.t ao 110t feel th•t t Jaav\! b<.c.n vt!rf 

.wccesetul. 

La4l' Rooaclin& 
41 fothlll Street 
London, S1ll 

Yo•y atnct:t tlly y .u r~, 

• I 
I {_; 

so 



WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES 
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE 

41 TOTHILL STREET 
LONDON 

S.W. I 

/ . { 

I j, 

I 
WHI 7383 

let Deoember,{9~~ . 
SR/MB 

Hl5/&/~{(~ ~ 
I '. : 
I ·' 
I 

' ' .I I 

. J '· 
i' ' I ' 

\ \' 
l do want to write ana. tell you now tremendously 

touched we lluve been to receive ao =ny tunt~ilJle 
expresaicins of sympathy with us in our struggle t·roln 
the United States, Dozens of my own friends ao well u8 
unLilown people nave written expressing sympathy und a 

, I 

desire to help and, ot course, we are all thrilled by 
the offers of help from the Americun Red Cross, und what ia 
even more importunt , in 8\QI, particul..r work , t he otters 
of help tor Civilian Caau..lties f rom tne newly torced 
American Society for British !Jea.ical and Civilian .. id, 
of which ~lr. ~linthrop Aldrich is President. Tho announcement 
in the Preas Qf the foriil>ltion of thut Comreittee und of its 
proposed activities has evoked u tremena.ous response here 
of appreciative aru t1tude, and the ~dcast "llieh 
Mr. Bertram Cruger, the personal representu~ivo here of tho 
American Committee, guve both on the Home :.ervice o.11d Empire 
Stations , was extremely good o.nd carried the nowo to 
millions of homes ull over the British Emph·e . 

I wos interes ted to leurn thu t a l.!ra Alice McLean was 
aoing to see you tit llyde l'ark. She very kin~ly guvo a aree.t 
deal of help to w.v.s , while she was over here, und ia now 
anxious1not only to organise help for Frunce, und more 
especially Bri tein, which nttturally would be extruordinc.rily 
welcome, but also wishes t o form a similar Organioution 
in the United States , llaturally I have observed the 
greatest ciroump;eotion in uny comments I have m..de on this 
proJect. Obvi&usly we should be delighted i f a similar 
Organisation were formed in America, but equally obviously _) 
l realise it would not be for me to give it any support or 
encouragement, and I am quite sure unat if it io to be a 
success it must bs an entirely spontaneous movement among 
large numboro of kmorioan women tnemselveo, 

• 
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2. 

I have not met !.lis !JeLean an<1 eo have not tho least 
i <lea whether aha 1s the right person te organise s uoh " 
movemeht on nationwide and t ruly democratic lines founded 
on the gre .. t i dea l of common service wl)ioh i s ita whole 
inspiration. I 

I do hope both yoll 11nd the Presillont at·e keeping well 
in t hese times, which for you , as for us, ure eo 
particularly arduous and trying, 

With all my vory best of good w1 ohes . ..., 

Wra Eleanor Roosevelt , 
fhe White House , Washington. 

' 
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AMERICAN 
WOMENS VOLUNTARY SERVICES .. ~ 

~
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t.-
26 Eatt 62nd Sene . · 

iJr:, . FrwlltJ.iJI D. !lOO>o!Vclt , 
Th« l'lhi te llou:~e , 
w~sh1 .. u~tou , D. C. 

lJy !lObi' ;J.r~ . JlOOaUV\JJ. t : 

New York Cl 

Aft.,r Jtmdin., l.lr . ~cy ,, h,t.I.<U; .vith 
my oton , l"t!t)orCiL'b IWl..:l"l.Co.u \'!on.c:n 1:.. Voluutul"i 
Scrvic.:s , to Urs . J . Roosevelt Hoosev,;lt, ill 
th., hO!•O that sho: woula be ao ld.J•a "" to h...na 
th~.o to Tht! Preddcnt , I reeeiv.;u tho: .:nclo>ed 
lat.ter from U.dy He .. aiJ•g , ·.:hich ,.,._, , of cour:,., , 
written ut t.h~ tillle \vhen I llud dXJ.~Cted to go 
to >tOJ; with l.!rs . Roosevelt .1t "The !led Hou~"" . 
1 do ::,o hOJ.>O th .. t 1f TM President h kind d!\0\ljlh 

t o >eo: m., , you will b.- th~re t oo . For uJ.thoueh 
I f .,vl th~<t ~hu Bu)lthm of this org .. ni~<>tiOII 
shoulu cowu f1·om thv Chief J:;xecutiv" it is ... ne1· 
ull a Wom&n' • Ol' gldlizution w od I fe~:i ctn·t&iu th~.o t 
your intdr .. st iJ1 it will bt! ~• gl·.,bt b::. Lo.ciy ll\:bd­
i~tg ' s w'd mi.n.u . You, of cow·s~ , Ultc.otn·~tl.luu ttwt 
this is Q2! a Iur ti111" Organi.<&tioh, but "h all 
l!!ru! Orcanbat on . 

I dill .:ncJ.os1nt; so:.Ju of t!l.c fil·!.t bits 
of J.l'int~Jd mut.ter 1 ·,·hich shoula ~ho., t!lu i'W'i-O~e 
of tht: Organ1~at1on•a r.tte.:pt to stimlllutd thu 
:~oCc!! of tho: Unitud :;t..ttt!S to h"li' co- OI'<iinilt.O 
their Vdl')' gl'u ... t :.trcngth in <ill tffort to t:.diJI­
tain ''"" glo1·i!'/ th.,; Grc~t :;.l'11·1t of D~mo..:r .. C/ 
whlch v>.ht" by risht ot' b1rtu in thb ow• Countl'y . 

.. 

\ 
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WOM EN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES 
FOR CIVIL DEFEN CE 

41 TOTHILL STREET 
LONDON 

S.W. I 
let Deeember,l9~9 . 

I am indeed most deligpted to het>.r of the wonderful 
suecees you are having in the United States and how much 
the fundamental ideas of the l. ,v.s. are nppe1111nc; to women 
in your country. 

We have borrowed so very much from you in the way of 

Voluntary Organist>t1ons - thinas like notary, Inner Wheel, 
Soroptomists etc . ~hich huve grown to oe of immense VblUe 

in our nationollih , anQ it will Dlltu1·all y give tile gr eatest 

pleasure to me and to our Organisation here if you were to 

borrow the general idea of our Organisation und found somethin£ 

s imilur in Americ11. 

I hope ve~t much ' indeed tl~t you will ue able to cooo 

over to Europe before long and diaeueo the whole position 
wi th uo . You will , I um sur e , realiao thut although I~ 
more thrilled than I c•m say ut whllt you h"ve been doing1I 

cannot possibly, aa a British SubJect, t .. ~e any official 
~ction in suppor t of your Organisation. It must obviously 

be a oompl etol y spontaneous growth o.mong J..morican wo~>en, 
We shall I noed hardly say be delighted to receive any help 

which you will be uble to give us,~nd you know how deeply 
appreciative we are of your generous wish to help, and in 

t he t conn eo tion may I say how partioulurl y uuxious "e .. re to 

build up a good reserve which will oe so badlY needed ~urine 

the time hebyy Civilian ca.ualties oocur. 

rrom your own point of view I feel that the nationwide 

democratic Organisation on w .v . ~. lines would hllve the moat 

imnenae value as a unt ifying intluence in America, as it has 

already hlld in this country . 

I was so very interested to learn from your cable that 

you wer e going to etay at Hyde PIU'k, l!rs Rooaevel t is a very 

good friend of mine, and I chsll look for ward with great 
interest t o hear what her feeling i s on this projeot of 

atartina e w,v,s , in the :aatea. 



2 . 

I was eo very •orry that I did not feel able to carry 

out your suggestion of aeking Mr. Kennedy to bring baok a 

copy of your propoasd charter. From t he point 9f view of 

AMERICAN neutrality I think it is most important that a 

person like myself , who is the head of an Organisation, 

which though entirely vpluntary receives Government 

encouragemen\ should not at this moment ~ppear to have any 

open connection with any Organisation which ie set up 

nationally in the United States. 

I am moat eagerly looking forward to meeting you and 

discussing all these pr oblems with you. I hope so very 

much t hat you may find it possible to come ever, thoggh 

- I realise to tae full what an enormous adventure it would 

be tor you to undertake, and the many risks attendant 

on it. 

With all good wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

~1 

Mrs Alice McLean, 
Bare lay Hotel , 
Lexington Avonue,New York. 

------------------------~----~---- · 

Chatman. 

I 



I wu allo.Ci to r.cehe 1our CU'<I or 

ttreetlnca tor Clbrbtau aDd the lea Year aod 

apprect~ted fOur thOUcDt of ~•• 

W1 tb q tbenlts and wi tb fiVer')' 

good wi& to 1ou, r u 

Veey aincer fily fOUra, 

The Dowager Marchioness or Rending 
2 Chesterfield St. · 

ll~fair W 
London 
England 

... 

0 
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I . 
DoOMber U,lMO 

I 

Door Lad.T llaod!J>co 

It •ae in~Md c:ood ot you to wrtt.e 
llld I wu eo bappJ t o boar troa you, I can 
.. 11 1Aai11oe ... t dOJII )OU ..,.. lidn& \hro"CCa 
.. d 1 Dnn beUewd l.bol t people ooald bne 

• 

ll>e t1ad ot eplri \ wbiab U.e ID&Uob h&Ye d .. elopod 
Wider We ez\reor<Uurr ten, All I can do 1e 
to ur thAt fii.T bat 1o ott to yo" ODd \bat I 
_, clail.T 'f'O" ur be ouooooa.!\11 • 

... W.ll Wl.,_ JOil with OpoD .... 
~ \iAa ,TQil dD - OWl' blore, 

Cordhll1ro..,.•, 

Lacy Reodins 
Women 's Voluntary Services 
41 t otbill St. 
London,S.lf .l 
&lg. 

0 

I 
1... 
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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES 
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE 

,)1 ... . .. 41 TOTHILL STREET 
LON OON 

S .W. I 
12th 

09/40 SR/11B ~ \ 

I L. 

1940. 

~~~ 
I know you must hove been bea1eced \lith letters ~~ I 

hope by the time you receive this you wi l l be sliehtly 

t·es t ed after the arduous compoi gn that has been yours . I do 

want to send you my congratulations end uood wl&hes . You 

will be amuor d t o hoar that , althouijh I aM not a bottlne woman , 

I made a lot ot money over your victory becau&e I backed the 

!'res i dent f r om the star t · and every time anyone hod any doubt 

I doubled the stakes!! ! 

we er" having a very energetic time over here , not tho 

least of which io looking nhoad sufficientl y to pr·epnre in 

time for the months that are comina. I, personally, 0111 quite 

convinced that the worst time fror.1 our point of view wiU 

be these next months when 11oother malces endurance a harder 

tea t t han in fine r days . 

You would be astonished to sec Lond~n acoin; everywhere 

there er•e tr&ces of the enemy's pnesage and everywhere that 

cut•ioue thing, i mprovisAtion, has come in to help the need. 

Jlaybe 1 t 1a the "'BY the w1ndOIYS are po tche(l U!J because (llaSB 

is d1Tficult to £et; maybe the manner in ~hich people have 

s1tar ted to l ive ori the rrr·6und floor and in the basement -

CJ.U1 te often the wa.y one s l eeps oneself with b teu l e over one ' a 

head . It 1s fantastically t•idiculous and we shall be able to 

look back with lauahter when 1 t 1e all over. ./hat we had all 

o.nticipa t ed with doubt hoe actually come up t o the scratch well 

and essential services are repair~d with a t•opi<li t'y t hat i s 

quite astonishing. Failure of cas is a serious thingohenever 

i t occurs because people ere eo dependent on it for cooking 

tha t it completely imrnobilUes s household, In order to meet 

this , we ht<ve had to set up crnrmunal k i tchens as the failure 

occurs. I wi sh you could see how twmy 1t is tthen you eo to 

have your hair washed and the heatine ayetet• has been disturbed 

and t he hairdresser hoe t o wash you•• hai r with a milk jug full 

ot water, being very careful of it . 



I I 

I 

•le have so ot'ten e r>oken of the apt ri t of' th., people 
but to watch it i ne!)ires one with & de~p and almost spi ritual 

acl.rnirstion for an endurance which recoan1eea no personal pain 
but only national traditi on and obligation. 

I am still looking t'orward to my visit t o the United 1 

States. I was planning to corne over v.11en the Home Secretor)( 

asked me t o start this pitoce of work and then I t>icked my sa111ne 

dutea f or lost October t h i nking that t he or~anieation was tar 
enou!Jh forward to be left fo•· U x weeks; now l am p r omi sing 

myself a visit when the war is over . 

Mra Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
The Wh1 te House , 
Washi ngton. D.C. 

Chairman. 

• 

l 
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I am so ushwmed·not huvins written to you some t i me 
ago t o thank you for your let'l.er about l?rincesn Taiuli, 
but I re1:1li~e(l tha t you vtere so snowed un<ler with every 
sort of commitment ut t hi s purticu l&.r moment thut you 
would pr obably be g ra teful f or the light ening ot your 
po atbag. 

, 
I cannot tell you how hll.[)PY we llll &.r·e uy the atrensth 

which comes to ua dliily and tile support generuted f rom 
the 'llhite House, The need for Guch atimu.lution is df course 
self-evide n t. The cour.,ge s hown by both men und women 
and indeed even the children of t his country hue been 
s tupendou s , for a glance nt t he r.IU P mir;l•t be c.iapiriting 
were 1 t n0 t~for the knowledge of t he v•onder1'ill ussi •t..nce 
and support we a r e get ting from you. 

The work of my own ortanisution n:oes aheuu fts t , 
We htive of' course g ot tiD i t!l.l.!ense t.lltlount o t' \':o ;rk to d.o . \'le 
have 9 7,0 00 workers on evd.cuution s er\1 ceu Lo.lone a.nd wi th 
the heavy bli t zing o f congested. 11reo.s , there t.re d uy to day 
problema quite apart from' the · repl~tcement of thousands 
killed on the job, . The work ~a you co.n imo.g ine is tiring 
and exht~uating but t he more so, t he more >~onO.el·ful t he 
response. On t he ot her ho.nd the woroan working ul'O of course 
always Ill ople who h~tve some peroorlul r c sponsillil i ty c.nu 
't he dual call made upon t h em is u heu vy burden Lo b eu r. 
I am atuggered from dtoy t o d&.y to soe t he wuy they t·eapond to 
the calls made not onl y on their endu runce but on their 
courage . There is no difi'erence be twoe n the young un6. old 
and t he rich ..nd pool' except t ha t the poo r h"ve so much 
more to lose. We are all leurning lin i mhlenae leaaon l'rom 
them and pcoud to be a b le to serve ahoulder t o shou l der 
with ~hem, 



2 , 

I ~o w1•h it 11oro pou~1ille to cor.1e to ..Ltor1o" on 
u visit - thut I o.m u1'r u1o " 11.1 only ue l•oou11Jlo .. r~er 
t hi s 'llo.r hue been won. 

Ii i th kiruieot l'O(!tlruu to tho l'res i uont L.li O. ull I!OOcl 
wi shes to you both i'or 1941. 

\v~~ ~- 0 .. yL-~ 

tLCdl~ 

Urs Frbnklin D. Rooseve~t , 
The '.;h 1 t.e Houoe , 
Wushington. 
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David Bruce io leaving by oir on ).[ondoy eo I ""' oonJina thh letter 
by hia.. I •~tae :~o uorry it wau iJnpoa3ible to s t (I ~. Hopkin.:;, again oa I 
wu very 8JlX10Wl to s,1vo h1n additional intorcation on .1. V.!.J . i ,n oaoe you 
should be inter.etocl in it. 

I ac encloaina MntW'ith a note which r ather elsbor.,tcn the infon::-a.tion 
I hove Already oent ovor via oor l!:lbassy, but if tt ... r. is anything further 
thot yw woul4 like to havo I uhould be oaly too deli&htod to .upply it 
i=ediately. I il:a~no yo.J would like it 3ent over in yo.Jr i::l:lbaaay bag. 

'lie have ro.Jnd quite clot'Wtely there is on im>onoe value in hovill;l 
an all embracin.,a org&niaat.ion ~o that voluntar; \tork COJ\ oontributo 
continuity or oorviee . · In uay~ this I coon lhot orj;oniuotioruo undor 
the t.Wlbralla or ll. V.S. can oan·y out !$I>OCific taak:l in t.hair corporate 
cupaoity thua otrongthen1ng their o.m organiue.tion vi:.hout l oeaoning the 
contribution tho;r hQ.ve to muko. Our o:q~(wience hos heen t.he.t thore io 
ree.l d.iff'ioulty i n ort~oniuat iorus IUll.lertbklng to do u t~,..ucl!'io to.uk wery 
day of t ho week, but. thoy oan ·ver:l eo.aily wldertake Lo tJo 11. one or t\to 
_or even three d4yu and eonoo1uently 11' they ar• • trenettwnud by llllvlnf! 
the r tt::Jpo:rwib111 t y or tho otl6t::r day!l t aken orr thctta, they cun do a f a r 
better piece of work. 

OUr real difl'ieulty ri&ht throush !ul. heu. tb. Kunicipal Authority 
which is chargocl with the nu:~p.>nsibill ty or Civil De renee "orlc. 'l!ohie 
responsibility has t1eont thllt "' poor llunici]l<ll ,\ut .. o,·ity hu• •r.olved its 
obli&-aticr\.3 to the la at JDo&;-.cnt and has never welcOIIOd oo-o,erat1on. I 
very JWJCh doubt •hether the pattorn ot 'fl. 'i.S. could he co.>led fro::> thio 
e.ne).o bee&USO or tho need tO dovotoll into whoever :lL the l'Caponsible 
Authority for Civil Defence .ork. 

I have eeen Dr. lolartha t:lliott •nd ""' • eine hor at;ain tocoorrw end 
we are endee.vouring to uhcw hot• o.ll the practiMl .tork and ca.ke her awar& 
or oll tho difficulties which e.rise in such practical "ork, eo "" to be of 
real hel p to hor. 

I ..,iah it \.,ro l)OD~iblo to sha.•1 yo~ ho.t dee ply wtt VDluo all t.ho 
wonderful asaiatanoo we o.re c,ettinz from the United .. a.atea OJ\U tlio 11loral 

/utrength 
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atrength your belief in u.o io giving u.s, Evcryono ot u.o ,wl\o is t. 

roaponoiblo poraon 1roa11eos to tho tull what our cr.m otroin io likely 

to be. Wo o.re t.ll oonvinced that we ohall win. 'flo kno.-1 that tha prleo 

lllt.Y be high and bosgo.rs doacription but wo are confident that you will do 

&11 you can to hofp w eo that """" of WI ma,y ourvivo to corry on tl·., • 

tradition tor whioh &11 of ua o.re ready~ ~ ~
 

lfra. Pronklin D. lloooevelt, 
White Houoo, 
Wt.ellin&ton, D.C, 

t 

Ohair<l&ll, 

. . . 



.. 

I 411 ,_, th4n eratet\&l tor your 
l etter and "''r1 11uch inter ootAd in 7our 
_,.,randwl. A• eoon ae eoJ>Othin& it rallT 
done b,y tl•e """*' in t hb co:.1o~r;, I will 
keep you in touch with i t aod evt all too 
advice I can tro"' you . 

Very u incerel,y yOW'a , 

/ 

Lady Stelle Readin& 
~o~en's Volun~ory ~ervieea tor OlviJ Defence 
41 Tothill Street 
London, S. ::.l 
England 

\ 

!lO 

/ 
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6th .II~. 1941, 

~lltJtj ktr/rJ/tJ !7 
I find it difficult to toll you onO<>,gh hoW tro=ondouoly "" are 

loolcing to you and to the P"'oidont at thio mcxnent and ho.. dooply 
tbe.nktul and gratot'Ul wo are tor the !J3nenae help both •-ol and 
physical which 1a pouring O\lt to us 1'r<>m t!t• Un1•ed St•uo. It 1o 
duo to thio thot .the 1110ot ourioua apl.rit ot calm reigna here dupito 
the grave tw~rff rraa Creoce and. other qu.e.,rters and the w14eaproad 
havoc re•ulti,ne fro• t he eorioua raids of thoso lut vteolca , 'l'hio 
spirit 1a curio... in thot alt~ the British people hove alw~a boon 
able to taco up to bad 1\0"*a and grim events it is t hdir n&tural 
tondonoy to sn=~>lo and look on the dork side, at arty rate in their 
oorrveraa.tion a.nd OQm'lenta, but r\01' it is no exa.g.gera.1.1on to Ia.)* that 
the ma.~ in thd •tr<~ot hu ouch firm and complete faitl\ irt tho final 
outcomo and is oo otimulated and heartened by newo r~ tho United 
States that ho 1\u boon able to overcome his time- old prerogative and 
ia ohoertul at the D&mO t~ that he maintai~ such o•lcneuo and 
courage. This ia ertdevad on sur.:. a national tJCalo that tho COCibiMd 
off'eot 1a very great and re-rkable to see and feel. While thoH·e ore 
atill diff'eronaoo of O)>lnion and freeda:~ of opooch io oxeroiuod to 
the full, the diooOX'd ia u.au.o.lly aver minor tn1.1ttora of e.d.minitttru.tior\1 

Mil 1 1:hink it ""'"t be almo•t uniwo for any COUfltl"y to be oo 
caoplotoly and volW>tarily united. Tho Prime .llinioter's opeooh 01\ 

Sunday s-vo very real O>tproooion to our feeling hero and oritomizod 
""" outlook at the prooont tilna, especially wi_th regard t o the 
United Str.toa and all you are doing. 

Tour lives m~at be very tull and for nonths put you """t hove 
been worlcina r.t very full proooure - thoug)> 1 cannot think or the tiae 
when you wore not doing oo - wbonever our people toll or crunina 
things into e. ~. I try to toll tboa whet you - ee to got into tho 
twontytour b~ u-o, It io &lmoat a I'! liar in " ">:! tor us to be able to 
aeo im=odiato reoulto tNa tho "'ork"" do. I try to CQnQontra.to at tho 
a..., time on l&yina pla.na tor tho futuro, tor all alone it hu been 

/our 
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our }>l.rtioula.r &tNngth, in thia 01"(;&J1iOa.tion, tha.t WO ha.VO boon prepared 
in adve..noo to meet aituationa &b they arise and to train our mbu1bcru to 
be .Pro!)tlred. t o meet tho difficulties and problema which ma.y evontu&.h. 

The-re is no doubt that much suffering he.a been
1 

avoided a.s a rosUlt 
ot thia, tor ho.Yovor vfilling puovlo may be to wldortUe w·ork, unloea 
they h&ve ~owe idea ahoo..d of what thoy Are to e.r.p&r;t a.-"'\J. .vha.t o.saiet6.1\0e 
th<ly m&.y coJ.l on, th<ly cannot A~< WhO" tho~ titoo n-• M 0 rriciently "" 
they woul d like to. In to.ms which have bet~n henvily raided our Centro 
Lee.ders h&..v o dhown an oxtra.oniinary strength and resolution in tha 
execution of' their work a.nd have a.chiovod very ~nt .1uccotsa entirely 
through reaulta of work \mio:;rtaken by l.hoir 01m Ull t;i ati.vo and drive . 
I wu very interested the othet" dt.y when I hAd the 96 London Ce.ntre 
Lea.ders to l Wll.:h wi th •~.e in three role3a. Looking roW\f! tha l'Oa'll1 I 
think every typo ;nust ha.vo beon r6Prcscnted and aach in her Ofm "AY was 
sure of hor pOctiticn and lcne'-N she could cov.nt on tho Local Authority 
backing. h&r judgement. Sere of' them ware a1~.rt a.!'.d well turned outJ 
ot.her.o woro rathc1• shabby looking and doapet'..r.i;ely hard world.ng - yet 
our uniform wa.s a. great oquolitsing factor ~nd one waa able to assess 
ea.oh Lc.e.dcr at her O.'ffl velue . All of the3c "omn have learnt through 
o.xporieJ\Ce t he intrio.oie~ of l octLl gover nment aduinis tration e.r.d has 
in her o.m ;tfa.y m&&tered the diff'icul tica with wh ich &ha haiJ to deal. 
,a th~ end of the WAr ti1EH"'e will be a large nu:uber of w~n available 
and interested who will carr; on work in cooneotion ·.-dt h their looe.l 
government and thi:l will r esult i n gree.tly improved administration for 
it ia only t oo well-known <that during these pu.st years there have bee.n 
aerioua short-oomi.nge in thi!l line or country. Not only have they 
lee.rnt the intrioaoiea of t.he work entailed, but they have }'l~d dealing~ 
with peopl e of every type an4 have had to cope ·.11th every kind of 
personal and Dllnioipal. problom and difficulty, oJ.l or which are, or 
cour~e, rendond very much 1e:ore acute as a r aaul t of the war. Their 
eyca he.ve thorof'ore bden opened to the interest ing but apceialit~ed 
branch of work in this connection too. 

I wa.s e.mu..sed to ree.d in a report that in one t own a la.undry for 
evacuated women has been opened in pa.rt of' the Ta.m Hill; e.nd not only 
thAt, but garmento mo.y be dried ovcnU.ght on tho~ radJ.atoral Th<l 
se.notum ot tho ~yor and. co~oro.tion h&.ving been taken by &tom in 
such e fuhion, is surely a straw in the wind: 

Our particular tha.nka e.ro duo to the A.ml!rican Red Cros.s for the 
truet pl e..cod in \l8 a.nd the help we hAve been givsn which have enabled 
ua to impl ement so cany of the measures which were obtlioualy necessary 
but whioh could not otherwiso have been carrlad ou-t . 

The la.t.eat development in this direoti on ia the op·ening of ye t more 

/Wo.r 
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War Nuroorieo by thoo gonorou.o ~ti ot 1;70,000 throug)l tho Junior Branch, 

Tho ononaoua quantity ot<Olothina an4 other eupplioo aent to ua otro&M 

in r..gu.larly e.nd we depend "" them in an ever growing degree e.nd lcnor 

that we shall not ba tAiled. So ..any othoor iteca e.ro covered by the 

AMrica.n Red Croaa auoh u mobile cahteena, utili ty-wa.sson.a, ve.na, food 

atorea, auch u powdered obooolato, lllillc, etc . o.nd in tact wherever one 

looka or in whatever diatress one may bo it ao=a thoro is alwa,ya aom 

rom ot gitt from tho Aloorican Rod Crooo to moot tho a1 tuation. Other 

"-rio&n orpniaat1ons bavo baon very gonoro"" to Uti, but ror thoo aako 

ot preventing ovor4ppinn wo are concentrating en contralio1ng our 

roquoeta through tho Amorican lled Cro•s ao that thoro ohall be no 

•aatago of tha very prooioua ahippin8 speco avai4blo. 

Unfortunately our n~lapapera are ao routriotcd tor apace thAt 

apert !'rom .s..y-t~ war nowa, thooro is very little opeco e.vailablo 

tor all tha reportG and COlll:3enta we ahould like to r464 ot your 

aotivitiea, but evon then l ha.ve noticed more and more tha.t all thtt 

avai4ble oal\lllll.S are devoted t o nowa froa thoo u. s.;.. &nd thio ia a 

very real indication or tho growing interest ot the British publio 

in United States t.ff&iro. 

'Ito li<noot ao well trom our om uperionco thoo very gr .. t ditficultieo 

thooro are in owitohing induatl'Y to a now progr0111no an4 I think it ia 

true t o a~ that thooro i .a boarttelt oycpathy IUOOI'Ig all t ypea for tho 

dittioultieo i n this connooticn through which yw """'t ba paaoing. 

We are all doUgbted with llr. ond lira. Winant - those of us who ) 

lcnOR thoo truat them protoWldly aa nll ao liking thoom i=ensely ( 

individually - but the Ambassador' a gr-eat COI\Q.u•et in the me.n in the 

atreet who hao •gnotically realised tbo aincerity and oit:lpUoity 

-"~~·~ 

lilro. Pra.nkl.in D. Rooaovolt, 
Tho Yhite Houae, 
Waoh1ngton. D.C. 

• 

/ 
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.!!IN I 8 1941 

Ylth the Co.pliDenta 
<t t hAI OVeraoo.a D~nt, 

Copy d letter aent 
ten da,ya ago. 

WCIIKII'S VOLUJ.Il'ARY SERVICES 
tar CIVIL DEFE~ . 

1,.1 , 'l'othill street, 
Weetminatar, 

London. s.w.1. 



•• 

.. ' ,, ,.,. 
~'Y J. •'•' 

! m., ~Jf ... nt'!nc :1'",1 n cl'lr·:· '!" our ' ,o· l e t ··r;a 1t" :ur.! ty 
Pe · .. d! ;1C tn 'tn' '1"1:-:e'· .. ,h , ·!·. T tl .1n~- yc\: •:: .. :: ~1 ~d 1r.l , ,·~ : .. t\:'·t.. • 
Thf u 1st!:., c~ ·c ··n~ t c!t t t >:~ ~.d! ~-!".!!'~ ·: ·:· .. ~t: .~ c l 3 1' !l" . . t 
it 1s rot>l.ly orvnprehon•· tv~ 1:: •het 1• 1c 1 . • tl ,,., ·~1tr 
pr octtc') e~~ll' 1enc" n~ • t.e h n· yce l' tlu •ln;.: · • l.1ch U:~c ~o 
ha ve O!"!net" coor.~uu~l !'eee!•nr. cer.trcc nf •'-<':.Y rtr!'cr~nt l:Jn:!.; 
thx-oughottt the et)ltn<t :r-; t' r .. f. tn c-; :'!~")i tt.: !. vc c . ·.u u~ &.< LL t::. t 
evn cy conoe1 vatl ~ Oi •'t1cult:· t::!ll :.r .,1.1c:. • . .• ; l .. J\o t •. ·.c ;. 
1nt.n n<·Ct)lffit t.. l1 llUC!• ·!lle"U ?ll8 :..s 1'o<A t·ll t1 •>n1ng, o~lVOCO 
ot' wute, econO!'I';r of' r.•·o enll f'Uel •me • thnr u~ch r· •. o~t:l'U. 
Tn 1131\Y plboee ~en t .·ns )\nvr. b<!o•.n Mm for d ('0"8 t.1 :-:~ t y 1\0IM n 
who hovt't h11~ 11t•.l e or nn p r .•v1,un e:r.•or 1enco ~:hel'OIUI 11\ 
oth"1'8 tra1.n!l tl W•lrl-:~ro hCI\<• C1V<'n or h ie ut r, t. t)f tl .111r 
knm1le.tao nut'! nxl,le ricnoe e o tlwt WI! tuc1 ov.- r;J G1C.c or tl:o 
(lU<h>t i •nt lmo boc:n hr,u,:ht 1J1t " c.cc•.\mt . Jt l o • .. •lt tc l•roLabl., 
that ntt t1mr. coe11 011 pull \When th<l •1r t•v1c\a· t•e 'Ul'tl t o uo rl1th 
renewed 1 nteno 1 ty th1:t cor.,·ounnl r e r.d!.r.t 1'1111 boon•·>"' :>~rt 
of' all or Ollr Uvea. 

I 11t1 very much loC'kinc t nrnrd to oee.1ng t•ro llW1£;ht 
Dov1o, ll1r cctnr o~ the l.r·cr!ccm I.e~! Ct•OE8 Vol untot•r , et-v1coa 
whon stoe &rr·1voll in thia cnuntl".t c.e : hoye ~c: l:c oblo t o ohow 
her tt:e t'll ll • ..,anm•o or nur r.•·at1 tuee over het•c r c-r the t.e l p 
vhioh ve h ove beo>n receivlnc ao :>OL'\tll•rly and 111 &uoh 
tt•e r:er.dous quanti tieo c.n(t for '•hich ~;·e 1'\nt'! 1 ~ oo l\1:'!'1cul t 

• 
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t o tl•tUlk nll tlu' 1!8lle 1•ouo oouoru tb.rournont the IT!\ I t.rd 
:, ta tfto •~•ctu •• tely .,i,cn l " t '"'' wt·1t1nP. 1e our <'nl y menr.n, 

'"'b1a \Jz•lU£8 you ouJ• vnr v bttst ''·1ath.e8 snd l<:in~eat 
1-e go.rd.a. 

i.frc }· . n. }~oosevelt . 

The ; h lte l!ouoe, 
••88h1ncton. n . c . 
u. s . .it. 

., 



111 th the Ccr.pli:rents 
o f' tho Overoo ... Oopo.rtm<>nt. 

Copy of letter aer.t 
ten days ago. 

WOMZH' S VOLUt.'rAR1 SERVICES 
71 far CIVIL DID'E!IC!!. 

~1, Tothill Street, 
Westlllinater,. 

London, S . W.1 .. 
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lnd)• Ra&<linr' • l e Lte r sent t o 1:n:10r l.t•Ounrdln . 6/9/1,1 

• 

I wu ,_.. t hu. ala4 t.o P' 
)'OIIl' l oott...... I bJ'Jn>d.at• eo Dlllb all 
Ulat. 1"" tell ""' •bout ::our llllri<, &lid 
)lOur lettoroo or o u1' t:l'""t bulp to t.1lAo 
~· .UO are waiW~ on our c:1v1U.wa 
dotltll>o bore. 

I hon bear<\ oOA!i do:nU&ll;, 
Ul&t :rou W7 ,,. cot.U.,. ovur h•re, &od 

I llope .. r coune, ll ,ou do -. ~t 
)'011 •1ll eta;, witb •• 

I ... a otot•- 1A the pApere 
\bet I Ia& 1"1A1 to Lao<lotl. I do -
...,.n to .. u \11- doMe r.M ... t.o 
Ill ~ . ...rill lOC' - to ""· &lid w.. 
11 • u.. t.o add t.o \.Ill bur<l<nla of 

... l end '"0 ····~· 
,..,. ll.lalc«Nl.r ,_ •• 

VDS 

Lady Stelle Ron~inc 
·•or.~cn 1 s Vol untary Services tor Civi l tJc fcn~e 

U 'rothill .:>to•act 
London, s .· :1. l 
l·:ne land 

JU) 
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W O MEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVIC E S 
FO R CIVIL DEFENC E 

4 1 TOTHILL STREET 
LON DON 

S.W. 1. 
:-' \ 

AIR !!AIL 

17th September, 1941 . 
' 

I was deligh t ed t o get your le tter or August 9th and 
your very kind invitation to stay with you ir I come to the 
Un! ted States. 1 know I need not tell you hov much I 
should value such a visit but bt the moment it l e difficul t 
for me to fi x anything definite either in regard to a date 
o r plana until ~e know a little more what is likely to 
e ventuate during the coming months . ~s you will readily 
appreciate I should be very loth to absent myself from the 
country during a pet'iod of attack end n ow that our worker" 
nUMber c.loee on a million there are, of" cour~J,e , many questions 
whi ch have to be decided which it r:ould be dii'J"icult to do w! thout 
full knowledge of the situati on . I t i s ror this reason that 
I am delaying coming to a conclusion bu t I must admit whenever 
I want t o enjoy myselt I t hink of and plan o v iU t to yout• 
wonderful country: • 

1/e hove had many rumout'S that y ou or e comine over here and 
I , personally, have always been de lighted a t the thought. I am 
very sad t o see from your lette t' that you do not contemplate 
a visit. I have always said what an ! nu11onee help H would 
be to us but on t he other hand I ha ve al\.aya realised what a 
toll it ... ould be on you end how extr~~ely d11.ficul t it would be 
for you to leave the United States at this tine. I do ho~e 
you will let me know 1f there is anything at all · that I cen (.·1 
do in the way of sending you infor ol8tion o r help in regard t o ! I" . 
Civil Dofenca . \ ,1• ,,:!· 

~~ \l' 'I 
We have in this country d i s covered a very curious situation/ 

which is that however much governmental authority works out a 
.rramework it is alwoye uecossary to have ceQtent to weld t oge ther 
the stones of legislation and fill in the interat1cee which have 
been left empty. I belie ve that is where our organieetion has 

r 



• 

• 

• .. . .. 

beliu muf'e uue th~1 on;• t.td nt olms . 

' I 

I 

I 

. I 

rlith ve":l kindest t•.,gm•ds t o yout·sel1' tlncl the l'reaident. 

' 
l• l" \. " \ , • - ~ ..... -~ 

Chairman. 

!.rs :-'ranklin D. llooacvel t, 
The .• hite House , 

,;ouhington . · 

. {I__. 
) 
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With tho Cal!J)lirl•nts 
< t tho Over"''IIU Dept.U't"cnt, 

Copy of l etter sent 
ten chcy's ~\.C.o. 

'iVO!IBII 'S VOL!I~TA.'U' SRRVIC?:!: 
tar CIVIL OF.FRIICE . 

1•1, Tot hill str eet, 
Wet.tm'in~tc.-r • 

LcnvlO•l. S .W. 1. 

----~----------~J------~~--~---



j 

Deu~M.T ........ 

I •• oo &let "' 11M JOIII' ln'­
... w~~u. I -.11• ,..u _u, ...... "' 
l-, I •""ul 4 be 4ellp\M \o • 1-
)"011 Mr., 

1\ l• Plft ru.r \lla\ 1 • _.,. 
\o Jlllllllllll • I lla'fe - -.. _..... ... 
line liD , ... or ..,w• I -u do u-
MJ\ ... "' li'!IOU' ~. 

l - \171 .. \o OliPD1• Old' 'fOl• 
...._. oftr -.. fte JCO.,._ ... 110' 
~pS .. _,. npl&l.7 11114 an.r •u 
VIi• I uatW \o 4o .._, I cul4. Ira 
llaft u --'• nni"'II1r of ·~ 
...-, Ul4 wlUt... fta Utrla.l.\7 llu "- •• ....,.. ... _.. ........... •ttt• ... -a .. Ml•"' _, ...... .. 
"- l-.1 I a•Uaa aM la .. CIU' nftl. 

-· I Wlllr • an nuu ... 

_..) L114y Stelle Re..U ag 
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41 Totb111 St reet 
Lonton, s .w.1 lagle:od 
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TUft: WIHTt! tt0U3L 

WA5tt1UGTOU 

October 4, l 94l 

Dear Lady Read! ag: 

I waa 80 glad to get ~ur lottor 
and While I roellze ~ur Wlwlll!Qgllooo to 
leave, I ebould be delighted to welcome 
you here. 

It lo pure rumor thet I nm 
com! na to Eagland - I beve never boon 
oskod and have no Ideo of anything I 
could do except odd to )'" (burdona. 

I oa trylag to organize our vol­
unteera oTer hare. Tbe progru wea aot 
deYeloplag very rapidly and arter I'IUCh 
urgtag I decided to do whet I could. Wo 
have 611 emazJ.ns reeenoir of vol\l.D.toere 
ready alld wtlllag. The dlt'ttculty has been 
in organtztne tho liashineton office 80 H 
would be able to react down Into tho looel 
commun!tlos end Into our rural oroos . I 
thi nk we aro etarti tlg . Even our 1re1Utcatet" 1 

;;i E~ ~;~ ~~~~!i f R out I ,~·~_,.!-
8he ~Ms pntJadi~~... ./ , t> 

IL&Jl¥ thanke and all good wlohoa. 

Very sincerely yours , 

, 
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I 
WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVIC ES 

FOR CIVIL DEFENCE 
41 TOTHILL STR E ET 

p,..w~ 1 H.M. TMI QUliN 

LONDON 
ENGLAND. 

0\alrm.M • T1M Oow-aer HARCHIONISI O P RIA.DINO, O.a.L 

w~( ./. 
'.le nre aJ.f/ays hav1n~ wonderfUl ;-1ttll L~~ ~o us ;;om the lln1te0 States ancl words Hre permnne11tly fa1lin!: :te in my attetnpta to wri te and l,han!t for 1·.hut 11e m •e rettin:' , :\s I oit d1ctetinc to you I l ook out on to ruined hou:<eo vthich .ere bn<.tbed lest eutUt1l and I watch ba11o-.ns heine low.-red and :muhed U!' fro" I imtt(!1ne an e xercise •Joint of. view. 
,.j'e have cot so t.U:custouet'l to wrr ~~ .d to eort·y"*ne out dutie" Civil Do<'ence ontnil on us , th1nra \.hlch a yeur ' 1:0 seeMed •1ueer now se,.N so normal we h><rdl y ~ee then, but th" on~ t hin[! t'> •1hlch '10 r:onnot nccusto .. nur•::P.lvca i s 'ho wondet•f'ul t enerou1 ty rthich l n al.·tays f'low1n.- tn us !'roM the United dtates . It 1H f'>r this reaoon t.h• t I 011 v entnrinc to Hend you 1under sepul•ate , cover, a rue; mocle ouL of old a t ocklncs and ravellll'I~S I!.' I t <loa a no ' aound a ver'!' nice rwesent but if Y'>U h6VC tiNe to look bt n I I hink you will .. ee hOY/ in!'!enious wal' itt Pakint' us m tf!! how thrlrt·.' \7e have be cone. 'i'h tn par ticular rur, wna "ll<le by one of ·•11 · .: . V. l'J . Cen t r·es in Cheohire und I thnur.ht 1t so clever• that it is betnc: co:·ied thronr:hout the co•mtr:t anti \till n o doubt. aoon beco- e a "ehndurd pattern . " 

'•'he los t M'>nths have bP.!tn spent in cnnstunt l'evtettlnc and til1y1ne up o.nd preparinc. llo-one h&a hud t·1ore than a W'lelul lenve and everyone h&o been wnr l<inc at full s t !'8n£:th in order t o be r e ady to· f ace the next nnslsucnt 1and1took1nr. bnck over the last yeor I think we have noved nany years for wat•d not only in preparat1onor Civil PP.fence but oJso in nat ional snoinl sBrv~cea ond for this on l y the indiv1cu~l cont,r.lbut1on 



2. 

of ouch citizen can be [ll'llieod. The countr-y is etol10 nn l.l 
aoltl ~eady t o face whot evet' come 1-1 vri th ··.he assurance thh t "" 
now work n ot only on an O!'f!Dn1oel'l b•oia b1,1t "e a ~t'liCtiaed 
tea11. 

I do hope you will lilte the rue Anc:l \/ill no t think 1 t 
v"ry foolish or ne to s end it to yon. 

~1J·e P. D. Roosevelt , 
./hite House , 
lleeh1nc;t on. D. C. 
U. S .A. 

Cha1 X'l'lan . 



WOMEN'S \ OLUNTARY SERVICES 
FOR C IVIL DEFENCE \! 

41 TOTHILL STREET (( 

LONDON J,, ,; ~l!/HII 

ENGLANO. _ 

p,_I •• H I H.H. THI QUliN \
1
,> lnJ .... 

Ch•lrman 1 The Dow•a•r MA ... CHIONISS OF RIAOINO, 0 .1.1. (,.,C~ • h " 19,
1 1 

• 
\ ~ .1, .. ovc~Fr• 

I ' ;
 - \'\ l \c 1 ,J 

{ / I ' · t < 'f\ 

. -' • ·" I 1.- {. ; , ~ ... ( ~ 
l- 1!' I -· ' : " V 

A fUm huo boen t ul<en of r. vO. ty or the ac t1vi ties 

ot .1, V. s. f1lld if t he re s h ould e -~~~>portW>1ty for you to 

see it, I do eo loope you li1UY h n lo~k ot. l t. :te h twe , 

or course , not rut ln 1t " tli Major o i deo of Civil · 

Defence work l>eolluae they ~.o re n 1 so.> well knovm , but we do 

f'eel th•t Clvil lh:t'ez•ce " rk i l<ueol utdy li'IJ•OBti lt.~ c to 

h~ndle unl~au Hll the ~'" · c lll ·n·y t h ln.;,; •n·c :•1 eo dealt 

wl th u nd th1e 18 lih< re u orge LocSy of 11001on organ ise d on 

th1& bt~eie lu so mu~tio t. The l.lrlt1&h r.1b<·ury of 

Ini'onnntion n l'e ~Jl o oion or the 1'11•: t copy of th~ 

rum which h no b e ue over, nncS t h ey w<>ulcS, or course , 

love to aend~t< ou tor you t o l ook " t it I f you WOllld 

care 1'or the:,J t d o uo . I know whn t on tnt et•co t you t ake 

in Oi v11 Do ce md i believe tho t y ou 110ul d f ind 1n 

praot1a~~ au wo: ht~ve do!te, tl u>t tho ae who legiulute 

betoreh t 1nk or u ll the b i ll things nnd i unore the 

vital imp t c e or food , hot cll'inka l'ncl t.he incident n ls 

tor which n -one colculu t eo . I t t ook me • long time to 

convince p~ople th l•t in !'not raeu nnd wuwen work1ne on 01v11 

Defe nce wool~ need to !Je fed on the e pot ••nd tho t 1 t 

... ould be necessary t o w.lce prov1 e i on for feed1ne t he .. l in 

spite of the ract t h ,. t they were >:ot•ki na from their own 

h omtt baaea. The JJl"'Obled viewc\.1 r1 h ec.d 18 r. l unyl\ oo dit' t'CN!nt 

trorn t he Jn•oblela v1tnte<J , t the "'O!I'ten t nan ucy- experienc e ot 

tho l ns t three ye urB h lltJ t uucht Me 1ncJ•em .. 1n_l.)l t o V>·lue 

tt ll the prnot1cnl uugueotil)n s tlw t \lotnon >:ho .ct ually do 

the worl< a 1.1n l!lllk e in order t o 0 11 1'1'.)1 no"ntll ity through t•e 

f r.r no p oaalhle. 

J b nv e been hnvint: l.l>li\Y t ollctl n i t!. IJr . niji,ho r d ;, llen 

/wh-. 

I 

• 
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who 1a juot tly11ll! bnok to \.t>ah1n;;;tori un d r o.r.1 , u1te eure 
tt"'t tho Amor1onn Rod Cl'Oli<· 1a i cn.teuaely luOIC:f in huv1nc 
him end h i s wimlom nnd unclt:l·o ~nradin((. I I~ h"d oee•t tnuny 
thin~;u And hna opp~1oeu " 1·r eat de.rl ol' tl.• ••orth while 
work wh i ch 1o IJc i.u.: don" WH I do hope yuu •IUl h .ve on 
o p,>ortWlitY or cl1eouso1n1, r.wtterr. •·:itl! htr1, .._ 

itflMr-> -W"I.A - ~· ~-""~~ 
· -0-~ ( [L~L-; 
Chni rm1m. 

Ure. FrSAklin D. ~oooevelt, 
The ifh1t e House , 
\/asbingtop. D. C. 

' . 
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Apl'll e, lMI 

1lw bookle\ tor \ he ~-· 
S.rnoa 1a -U.n\ and Ule OJ&M.erl.T llopor\ 
ot tt. LoDdaD llo&ional Dtpar-D\ 1a 1101\ 
illt.naUJ>a. I aa &1'111111 - both to OIU' 
Ortioa Df C1'111UAD Dot-, tor t1w7 oont.ill 
aaob uaatlll. 1ntoraUon tor ua. 

I aa al~ Klad \o bear troa 7011 
ADd to heft en:t Nport., tor • llaft - to 
laan t ... 70V aped- 1ft llnlland. 

•u11 q wan ra1an1a and rq beat 
wiabea, I aa 

The !Aarchioness of llondin& 

,!o,'ocen's Vol untary Servieoe 
41 Totnill Street 
London, Enu. 

\ 

, 

0 

een t. t.o Jon& thAn 
Don ids 



La4¥ Rec>dine' • letter or llo,y lJ, 1942 aent to Jonathan Vanida , 
in the Ofl'ice or Civilian Uetenae . 

0.... 1Mt¥ 'eed' "'' 
'lllanlt )'OU ao ~ tor 7fi'lllr 

l.nt.,..~Udi let.IAI' o! 1111¥ lJt.b, aDi 

Npec.l.all,y tor wtuat you ~ •bOO.~ t.be 

boya ¥"" 11111. 1n o11r ......,, 1n hort.llarn 

l.relanr:l. 

liiit.b ay ...., reptdo ... 'ld IRi/ 

beet wi.oiMo, I ~ 

:lincerel,y yo..ra, 

The U&rcbion••• or Roadins 
Wooen•a Vol..ntary Serviceo 
tor Civil Derenae 
41 Tot h111 Street 
London, E'nglend . 

I . /DO 

VDS 

·" ------:~~-----~--~-



Sep~ 9,1942 

lolr c!Mr' .... lll.nister't 

,11 lo ,l1l.t. a nato to tall you 
"- -..ob I _,01*1 -t1n.r tho re~a.­
tlft or your country ""o at~ t.bo 
St~MW!t Aae.bl;t, hold und8r tho .,.pl.,.. 
or the Ull11ocl statoa c.-t.ttoo or tho 
Iat.ematlaaal Student Sororico. 

I hope troa the roporto whlcb 
70<1 heft rooelnd thet :rau fool M I do, 
that thio An zNy Fall M>rthollllo. The 
dsolod.cm to oaat.lnlle ito ~o, -
to - to point. to .... or the .,. 1D '11111ch 
.. - ~ 1DtornaUaaal ~ 
AD4 I "'"-'t.icn. 

I, M a --r o! tho _utJ., 
...-ttt.oo or t.bo :r..t.no&Uaaal St.wloot 
s.rnoo, •......,. ...,.. o1at1 ... or ~ ...... 
...,.Ucm. 

,,..,. o1Doeftl7 70<11'0. 

EL!!ANOR ROOSEVELT 

Tho ~onorable Adrian Keoinoo 
Tho lliniotor o f Guat.ecala 

1614 18th Street 

I· I 

er 

' 



WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES 
FOR C IVIL DEFENCE I /J 

14 1 TOTHILL STREET , I 

LONDON . fi~\ 
ENGLAND. }( t · 

SR/l~/DlOl/40. 

,......,...... t H.M. THI QUliN 

C:halrm.a.n 1 n. Do.....,. H4.CHIC?NIU OP IIIIADING, D.&.L 

~\\.:_~~ 
30th November 1942. 

I 

How tha t you have got back and are just as engulfed as 
ever i n work , but o.t a.uy rate have got over the flight I hope, 
I do want to write and tell you how tremendously eucceeefUl 
e very minute of the trip over here was , end how much we one and 
all of ue enjoyed having llre . Roosevelt with ue, and how much I 
personally enjoyed having the op~;~~~ty of renewing my acquain-
tanceship with you and , I hoped, a real friendship. 
\"/hen one worke with people one t•ee ises to the fUll the true 
value or the·n, end I have noticed so many thinba \lust I h&rll t 
- eo many things of the strength of not doinr; rather than the 
strengt h of doing , which iu no much more difficult - that I reel 
I learnt e gt•eat deal aurine t ho time I htod the pleasure of 
seeing you. 

I do want to thank you so much for retur·ning the book• ana 
also f or the t wo bottles of honey which crune with it. I do not 
know whether 1 t wao a 1n1atake or not , but I have greedily used 
t hem w1 th mueh satist'aoti,on. 

l!y only regret i~ that we should have tired you out eo 
much. The weather was cet·tttinly unkind , end yout• cough didn't 
help you much, but I do hope you have taken back with you to 
America a real sense or how thrilled we all were to have you, 
not only thoeo of ue who love America , but those who hardly 
know her, who know of und have conceived an admiration and 
affection for her, end who certainly held out both hancla w1 th 
ell their heart to lira. Roosevelt in her trip over hera. 

Ther e have been a lot of the most enthueiaatic messages 
everywhere. Lots of people tell ing of how thrilled they wer e, 
lots of people telling that the gt•eotest dsy in the i r life wee 
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30th November 1942. 

the day when they had ep opportunity of meet:l.ne 1fre. Roosevelt. 
Quite a lot of peopl.e saying they saw her, who never saw her, 
just to get that additional glamour, tha t addi tionel thrill! 
Everywhere there has been the same recognition inesmuch as they 
have found that when Mrs. Roosevelt asks a C!Uest ion she listens 
t o t he answers, t hen she asks supplementary questions, which showed 
that she was interested and understood whe t she was talking about, 
and was keen to find out the difficulties, the strengths, the 
weaknesses, the helps and hindrances. 'fhat, I think , has been 
the great and strong i mpression everywhere. I met nobody who was 
no t deeply impressed with her broadcast, men and women alike, end 
all the more so when you rea11se how ext raor·d1nar1ly difficult 
that broadcast must have been going to two countries as it was. 
I am quite sure that every moment of her visit over here, however 
herd it was, has been more than worth whi l e and wi l l help s o much 
in the direction t hat bot h of us have so deeply at heart . 

Thanksgiving Day has been a gree t success I t hink. Two 
months r.go nobody over here knew what ·rhanksgiving was, but last 
week everybody was primed with Thanksgiving, and I doubt if there 
is a t urkey l ef t in the country for Christmas - they have a ll been 
drawn and cooked for Thanksgiving Day. '!'hey were extremely 
difficult to ge t , I must admit . I gave a Thanksgiving party to a 
certain number of Americans over he re, and a s the turkey came in 
t here was a whisper f rom the maid, saying : "Don 't touch the l egs , 
Such a tough turkey! If you can do anyt hing with the white mea t 
1 t will be e l l right, bu t the black meat just won't stand up to it!" 
I suppose even wartime turkeys have ba d indul gencies , and tha t was 
one of them apparently . 

I am sending you a copy of' " Front Line," because I think 1 t is 
good and I think you may be pl eased to have it. Do not trouble to 
acknowledge it. I am sending it just in case some of t he photo-
graphs and the information in it may be of interest and of value to 
you. I t has only c ome out this week and, thers:t'ot•e, will take a 
little t ime to get round I imagine. I managed to ge t en advance 
copy, which I sent over to li.t•a , Roosevelt two or three days ago, 
and I hope tha t t hia reached he r quickly. 

'lie should all love t o see you here again s oon, but do c ome 
for a little longer and do corns so that we can all see you a 11 ttle 
bit, and especially so that I can see you and have a good long talk 
with You, which I really would enjoy. )~~.~ 
!.lies Malvina Thompson, ~ -.._-• ..) 
The White House, 
W8ahincrt.nn. n. I"! 



, ........ , 11, 1841 

Dear1
1
La41 IIMAI1n&t 

A &roup ol J'O""''IWN wlltti.JI& 

• oalft&• ooltecl lira. •-•'"1' \o ·- a 
l>ook, •o.ora• Wu~·· Worlt" w tile 

llrt\lelo elol.lclt'lft t or -

It ha• Men ••• .,o yo" uad.•r 
eeparate cover. 1 

••or•tary to 
llro. lloooon1' 

~ 11an111_.. o~ IIMAitnc 

-·· 'fol--.y l oonooo 
tor OlYll Datoaoo 

~~1·-l.ouoa, l!Dclu d 

I ' ' ' I .• i 

I . 

L 
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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES 

FOR CIVIL DEFENCE 
41 TOTHI~~ S~REET 

~ON DON 
ENGLAND. 

r,etter II!') . 1. ~, H.M. JMI • u •N 
ct.,•......,., 1"1M ~ MAACHIONIU OP aiADiNO, D.I.L I -

r 
I <.lo want t o than I< y~u 1'o1• aetld~: ~uo .;uallinctnn' u .~ orld'' tllroU£h to 1ttl! , uud 1 •'1UeJt o on o ... ' ~:,,.,.t, I J\e ld 01t to it t o r4Jod Lt,yoolt Oot.>l 'd • ''•&tJi~.;c: 'l t tnt to u ttUI'll')~l . Jt. i!l :">n o ot tl.a •. o~t <leli,,htfu l \Jook.s l h .tvd ~o~nut1 fu>' a lonr. ~ ~ ~ . em() 1 Wll~ o,tU1 t o fi\~Ci\110 tAt! h;/ 1 t, o o ol(ollcldrill C: ',lh.,thAr tl'"''" would ~~~ thn al11:t.t.<~o•t . H.ll""' of out• lleine u1>lo to h11vo :l.:J 01' ;ju COpie8 1•\0rol, '"' \IOU" rl le U tlte1 I tO OOd uchool after the ot.hHI' und uo could nnk~ • hat the l.urc;aat pneaiblc nunbet· of c h 1ldt•e,, lltul uc:ue to th" b ooK" , und 1 dn f'oo). 1 t woult! \Jo tl•e ... ond~ual.Y ~~·th ·. 11d if a u•o t hilll: of tloiu k lnd tlnu: bn urt•nnt~·ec.J. ~ V 
l f6l t l'l,Y8tl~tC)on~ou .. :;.y l'e 1'1•eahnd aftct• l'uolloint: ell thol troublaa Rnd d ~lUeo throt piled " I nn evel'~' aide At th10t tine, tllld uo J l tho tl•8>1~ndonel. l>rol'ountl on u r e n nunent l i ncu of t.~os;· t t.utiOII t l ... t (lo:,,. t o ulip i n to " ' l the o ~hoI' l'to l'l ,l ot •i tiou 1.0 uno\J"~r·uoivoly yt· t s u••ttly . 

I h uvc b ou raceivi•lf rwuy uoc.tea :-.r ; mttric~tn n ... wspe , ora lately, \7hich I rin d 1ntonuol;~ iutorest.lu, , nno tiae •.. ore •. o cun follow ~ach othtH'' G lin e tt of thouc.ht n1. d , J.,.llninf- 1 the •·101'0 l foel Bllr<l our tw-:. c::~untrino c n11 p1111 together in unity. 

1 Ctul 11011 i"'.•t;i ne that y our oll'll"d:l loUHy 111' loUdt uo ove1 tlowlnu 1101'" thll,, uauHl 110111 unc'l T only horo that you .1:> t'intl 11 poeaiblo t o &li•i1nute onn• of the nct1v1t ieo which crowd in on you, ttnd t:> eparfl ynureelr nt l eoot u 1't•ootio11 , ol thoucl' I very ,.,uoh tloubt tl.at thin io rous i ule. 

Tho ra10ot1on of' yoa1• viait OVftl' beN: i o stlll 6 vc,·y Uvo i aaue. In all parte of the oountr thRt you v1ai ted, :iro. Roo•evel ·. is looke d on ao almoRt peroonnl t•r operty, any •·ten t ion 

I . 

' I 
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or her i n t he preue or on tl1e w!releea exc1teu 1rr•ed1nto co,.~en t 
of' a very r oseeeeive kilocl , 81111 she hus left thnt 111Vuluuule fe oll 
that uhc can e ovtH' to oo • eoch oi n1 le £•ft r oon 1ndiv1uunlly und 
entirely on their 01n1 11er1t , or t o aen t he ir o•.rn fl pec1al 'o1t nf' 
work. 

:lince y ou 11er" h~ra t.h~nuo httve l>eo ro t 1cht<lll1nr. Ill' etesd1ly 
bu t VAry <lef1n1 te l y. 'L'he outwAr d velleet• of 0\11' uoll~· 1 1 v ~o 
l\e emo much the snme e.xco1>t ill the ploc!IH ·.th<•~-< 1 1 1:• l . l·o~ll\1 by 
lll•Ol' fo CI LI! Ril' ruide, hut nll the t i1•1e 111:1r e onn I•Ol'll 1111 11 co~ 1c wonen 
~.< re ue1 :'1ff culled u p , peotlle ere giviuc: lonce•• hour~ , tc.k i u c; 1101•e 
job~, c:. t•t•;ti:~t: not•o h Ot e ••eo:•~:l ~\\.11 1 ty t n t' t.a k h ''" tl.elr H t•t i n 
tl.e .ie f<~n ::o n!' t hoir he>· .'! loc•ll l tiss ea \IGll nn tl.oi•• ·''''Hn .. ry 
rio!·-t~-dn:,r occ\tpz. tion . 

. • •!\'10 f l ·tr thu 11CU\ !JO I"V1J!! u • Ol'U~hl· ~ : n ,,i.E" it- ' ' :>,•..;(• , ili Lhf" 

i 't.vy cs ::ell tlC t }\o .n t i oE.t in · f 1•ica,, l1h· !.tl wu• t,~f;.n/hC l't! , t.u•iuLS 
the P'J:>'l:l::J.t~ ou hc1•u nt hc'a :!" { ntn elor.-: ~: . .-• t~ r ;.·, l• ,: 1.1 L\JUCh v 1th 
the b ig r.:ilitRr:: hn; ponincu on<l linl:n up vol'J o:l rllctly ull that 
the;r nl''' n!J•ond::' •loinc; Lowur•lo tho Ylhl' t>i'fm•t , .J!. Lh 1: 61 the i r 
eonH unC. t,u:.,l"nndo t tl 't ~:>1 !I! t ·m, u :z tt. tn·t: ~. ,; clof..o twir.on \a: t,,ceJ 
t.h¢ ho·•c 1"1'"'1 • .; l.utt! t ho .. ff':')Htt.' nvc r r.r- r:r ·. his in I tt\(;), I aOh l lf, l "kc 
n u•.t tltnn i t lu:o heon i h Oll !' m· t.he ' l ,rocncl:! , .t }Oot•a.J r•• d 1 1r.t P.t't tc 
i t 1u th~ tlc t et•11n1. tlnn t.ha t. !. •nr e Sho: l ue 110 li(h t-hOOl'tOii 
B\11 tct. ovot• t'rJ YIOl' to poo<>~, hut 01 ch lll <'l iviclLull 111l1 utlll 
have « r eoponsi!J1111' y tclln!•cls t.ho 1•< tin'l t-M1 t.110 cc" 11111 tr, ronrl 
crnlll")t t•t· t o~--n t.(· U!l !n<i j\o 1 t•u••'""' J, t.1o rwrie nf' l.ifn. 

't'he :\mor1con men over hore hnvo !IO\.' se t tled c1ovn int" our 
liVel\ 1 ~n<1 IHI6'• tO !JO " 800(1 Ci&Al t •<li'O t t !10 .. 0 . • ;·out Of tJ18!l 

httvo hnd tho t r f'! l l nf n1cht.- nHe 1nc ond • t•r. 1.ow •·n~1ouo t.o be 
1ntroducad i ll tO 1'rton1ny hOI.\0 Cii'Clea , !)'> tlH,t th~ Offo i'B of 
hos r>1tnl1 ty which hnvo . POUred in ft•o av .. •·~· typ~ nf' ho .. o 111 tloo 
cow1try, ·a r e nnw bei nL t a ' en up mnre nn<l not·~ . t. lrt•(O mml.or 
ot our \-rOrkeru iu the '.ouG?It uroa huvn t oi:au :>(a r. c; ,,,c1al ~oU ut. 
the request or the Anericon i> r<'>Y, wh i ch 1e the oort · "II ou t or 
kit- uaua l"tt 1n t h i a country by your men who ltetve cono overeeae. 
I uncleratR!ld that they arr1vo with t wo l' it-bac:~ aRch , but thoy 
onl;> toke ons wl t h thftlll 11hnn they eo into tt.e battle nren , nnd 
thouP. loft behind c nntatn P 11\ acollr"ny of' l- 1t3 nnd c•rnonto, eo ., 
~f a purely ...,e raonn1 nu ture onll O?le nr " o t nudard :o l'l•lY i nuue . 

',1e oupply 11 rotA ot 20- :l/1 uomen n dRY \lh~ check over the i t e;ta , 
return to the Ordnanoq nevartl.on t O<!Ui >•·•ent \'lhich <1 0\lld bB re-
1eeued, check and re-pnol' ul l the littla t•Orllot•nl thinto 11C. i oh 
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hove been accumulated, so that they may be returned t o the men's f amilies. The women doing thi~ work simply lov& it end, al t hough 1t sounds o routine ond fairly foolproof job, in actual feet a certain amount of intelligence is needed to de termine wha· things are put tn which category, ond oc~1onally they come on something which is only f it for selvage e i ch mu at be t hrown away. Deciphering the Army numbers ~ce .ne the thinga separated 1o quite a complicot• d 11tt c o'.l , but th~y love to fee that they are doi ng something of e~h e p rsonal n a ture f:>r your n1en, and thoy have now got to tho : of thinlc in t; t hat they cal lletcrmino the chAracter , loolce, ha1, , weic;ht :.mel ~ven the colour of each lndividuol' 0 or~. j ua by checkin~ 0\' .S r t h e c ontents of an abandoned kit-~ 

The lengthening daye a~ ~oin t! to make a tremendous differ­ence to tho hap., iness o~o~~eople over here, and indeed t o us e l l. You know how~r • the curt oin of the bl Ackout is when it c01ne" down so fi y an ir.movsbly each evening . t: o·.- that people c an begin ~g hooe in dayl i ght sttor their work end can cook their bros s by daylight, nnd really ge t u glim[)ae < tho) sky before ho n(l t o knuckl e down t o their daily j ous , it doE ma ke all the ; e e irt th~ world. 

I do hope t you ever coa e acrooa an inotsnce ot when we car help you or sen you anythin!i intereetina, you will l et us know at once , a a thiu eeum" to be our only mea no of keeping in touch end expreosing our anxiety to build up fr~~ strength to s trength the relations scroee the Atlanti c. 

Thie brlngo you Q very b-est wishes, 

~~ 

Ulee MalTlna Tb ompaon, 
The Whlte House, 
\ieehlngton, n . c. 

Cheinnan. 

• 
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t r· . 
~........_ , 

o .. ar Lady rle ading: 

Ch1c•&o. I ll 
l.!•rch iW• l'tl4o 

--~ 

I r&iid .. lth ~ucil intbre~t the 
accouo t o.r Lh. c •• ut"<h} .u .t ._l>o ;.oour i-~tt.r . 

l :ua h-PI'Y if <Gi vl~il :itill 
ha• ICk> j r .. :..\l.i t:;, .. !1'1 I .;!,:, t h i.llk I h · ve 
b . J Sio.a" good r&>Ul l.t s11e.r hu·u , :1 1 t r. l,: 
to &r uu;>s 121 dift erant Jl<U'ts of tb.~ country. 
1 l1 vu b"" ll IJI05 t !y t :J lk iTi !': in the e~st so 
t • r • but a~; tbtl J.IL'IU"nt woll::y I .:~.w :>tE. rt Lug 
for the .. e:Jt co~. 3 t. , ;tn i ;.it. . f , ..... sp'.l~: c t.co.·s 
..... u t o.; u .... y i.U Chlct.>.:;o , HtruHH•! oli~ , :it. 
i· .... ul., : ... nd on tbe ''~s t co .. -..:;;t. 

I c ull · .. ,.-11 1•• at~<t: ho.- h• ppy 
you ar~ t~ .. t the: ·,.ir,t.:r il;, J t~•m llli.l d l<~ ld 
tlw.t :'l'rl.A4 1B ou 1 t~ r. .• y. 

; Your 1ngtsn1u~n~s~ .. 1:d i cLtgtn"-
t1ou '1A :.11 of y our Ot:l1 cu.,, uigns 1nt . ..:r<>:~ t 
til~ v-.rt much, t.-urt1cul >l'l:l tb·j ,Juvelt'r.>•-•ent 
.:>f tho " "e or pa ~t t1we .:ord:or s in th6 
!>.Ct C>I'i"s. I u~JA ,, l ..,u. li i a t c.ras t o! ill .. v , ry 
hint. lfc" :;ent oJ' wi':.lt ;.o ·.:. ll .. ·:,. !eve~o . ·:d 
..ml I '-t..b.ink ~.bo~e hints a re v..:ry g y ::>d 
\Oti<m I pass tbo~J~ ,;. long . 

Wbut youl' hous•uvives do tor our oe:'l 
over th~r• is curt~ ill ~/ h.;«l'i n<; !rt:ll.. r 
A..v01 a oo11n ""'"Ul lJ t.t., r::~ bo;.:" l:.: t .. l y wh tch 
.. x;.r~,u &nat l! jlproecb t1ou . n·t w:.iers t ,.nt! iug 
or ta• Brit i sh people . 

I 
I l ovuJ y our :;t~ry ot tb~ 

lie bl'f a¥a aold 1 .. r .nd ttl~ l·i n lc t:1rl • 

. I There is soG:c slir.lit ~ulk ot 
rq &qin&' aoa" tr"-•·•lang ln oth~r -.i1rea­
t 1ona, a o I &lD ,l,(rt• i d it will b <! ~owe t i o'le 

'·t:!\ 
t\ 
/, 
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I ; 1\ 
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bui'ur• I 
»r1ta1n. 
~U~t COKhJ 
wu1cb y.;,u 

·•ill »<h• you ii&nin in Oi·t.a t 
Aftur tllo "'•~' h ov r you 

t o us .. ml h..v~ u 100 l ru:.t 
« i ll co~rt •. lnly n " otd . 

• 
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Southoaao, 
Nr. Lowes. 

Letter No. ~. 

16th June 1943. 

Thank you eo very much for tho perfectly lovely present which I have received from you. I think you know how much we ell love getting Maple Sugar, and it always means a great treat for whoever comes to dinner when it ia used in the sweet of the evening. 

I am glad to say that I am now quit e well again, and have bean allowed to look forward to going back to work on the 6th July. It aaema like a lode star ahead of me, and I could not be more thankfUl at the prospect of getting into harness once more. I must say, I wae extraordinar ily appalled when t he surgeon told me I should have to give up t hree months t o this little amusement, and I am equally gratefUl now that tho throe months are over, and I have weathered them all right and am on tho verge of being able t o return.to tho treadmill. 

I have boon extraordinarily lucky in two thing& - one the tact that I have had tine weather to convalesce in, end the other tho fact tha t there baa been nothing of major importance from our work point of view, and eo I have not felt that awful sanae of frustration when one i a want ing to do s job which one ia not a llowed to undertake. It haa been vary curious to l ie back and watch life from a completel y different angle, and to sea things f rom a point of view of persona in an institutionalised world ae against persona who have taken on institutional work because of neceaaity. Nurses, doctors, surgeons and all t ho whole gamut or those people, ere only looking upon war ae a diedocation of their institutional background, whereas people who have had a complete change of their work are looking at it from a very very different point of view, J· find. 
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18th June 1943. 

It ie interesting. talking to everybody like eleanore, 11ft 
attendants and so on, and getting their viewpoint on eo many 
subjects, and I feel that although I have been extraordinarily 
lazy I have learnt a very great deal, which I hope I shall be 
able to put int o effect . The only result as far ae I am con­
cerned is, that I am looking eo well I 'm making all my friends 
very jealous, and I am making all my colleagues rathe r apprehen­
sive, because they are being tol d that I em getting eo much 
renewed energy that I shall be a great nuisance t o them: 

The sir ie full of thrill and excitement at the turn that 
world affaire are taking, and naturally we can hardly bear to 
wait until news comes t hrough o.n each succesei ve day. In the 
meantime I have been watching with greet care the question of how 
good" a harvest I 'm going t o have of apples and pears, a.nd do i ng 
all those things which I have left undone for the last five years. 
It has been a real thrill to be able to go round one 's garden, 
to watch the continuity of effects in the things one has planted, 
and to try out new vegetables and new things even though one was 
not allowed to do much of the work. I am trying t o grow my own 
peppers this year, which I think i s perhaps an ac t of optimism, 
but nevertheless one which is rather fun . 

I do wish we had your viei t to lool< forward to this year 
instead of to look beck on now, and I do hope that you are very 
well although I know i t would be very foolish to try and hope that 
you are not loading too strenuous a life. 

With vvl;:: reg~~ ~ <:-<-<-----s,. 

r ~J'\---7 
Wrs. P. D. Rooaevelt, 
The White House, 
Yaehington, D. c. 

Chairman. 



!lou Lod,r IMcll.qo 

1 u .S.li&b\ed to 1m.,. that ,..... "" w ll 
ap1D and 1 au ... llT 1M&1D• b,. the aato..-d 
1dl.eDeM 1 rloocl 1"• 

the wr ,... 1o bo&rteD1DI a\ tblo -t, 
althoqjl the - ouDOl.t.lu -tll .,. .... -a M&r\eobo. 1ba\ a bleuod .S.t1\ • 111 be eban 
boet1l1t.lM oeaool 1 """"" bo.,. a hull> JC1b &boed 1ft U.. -\-oar pttr1od, but tho k1111n.; -tll be onr. 

I boft jut - ., a trip to tbo leot Oooet, to opoad •- t.lM •1U. lliJ' dol&lll>\er0oho 11 1'\IID1a(l her bGwto, -. dlildron, aDd bar Job on 
tha paper. Her h•baDd 1o •--" owe ....... Sbo t o oo pllant aad oil obaerM oDd ott1o1011t about 
i t all, fill hot to att to bor, 

.. baft bad, ao rou prolab}T reed, a 
_, ..ao\1DDU'7 c...puo, 11>e1 ban abol1abtd 
and ourt.a1l&d oo Mob of tho d-atto pol1or " 
baft boon bulld1atl up Oftr tha lu\ \en roaro. I aa pon1011larlt ao....,. about tho .. ,t .. •Al Youth AclaiAie­
tro\1 .. , baoeUN I tel\ .... re o\er\ed on a PIOIP'& 
of real o cl~~aa\1011, -•obt able r-;s pooplo ooul.cl 
p to oollop aad 110\ be - l1••cl br Looll at -1· a ... do1a& • .- JCib 1a -u-1 \aeablnl, 111liob 
baa • .,.r - .. u d- bare. 

!bo loN Seovttr pro""'• •biob llelpod Oftr a 111111011 tara faail1eo to bebabU1\e\e -1-..... - cnor\11led. 
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--n .... beel<iD u..ir-ooo...,di bope thoir _\1.._\e •Ul lo\ - - h .. tbq teel. 111e •U-etna lllll S.. "-d0 I tb1Ak0 '*'• to.,....telr. 1\ io anlT tor tho ~N\ioo. 

I\ s.. •• bercler bere to n\lcm food toe ..... ot \be dio\ribo&U• difticnal.U .. - tho otfoot. ot ,....,.... '"'"'" .., c;-~. •r - 1arae. t.u peoplo oro aooopUDc ro\1cmio¥ •1thoot. o-l.aint0 but. •bon U..r haft n\loo po1Dte ud _, aDd """ not buT f ood thoT do not. lmdont.aftd. ,. 
1bo t.S.O bee - •• rap1dlT 1\ dooo n~ - poooilll.a that. a 710r •• • .... .tllaporinc .-, p1.au te aiel\ GINo\ lr1teio • 

.,.,, t.ioo I . r.ad of o raid ower ar.at. 
11ft taio rq lwor\ ...... ffN' J'IV pooplo - b "" lloon oo _.,... for ao 1-.,. 

Pl.aaoo \Olea o&ro of ,.......lf IIDd clo not. torr to clo too -· You Will be nooclod •ro - ~ la.r "'" lllt.uro. 

Ufoet.1-Ulr0 

1he llO ... ger !.larchionus ot Reading 'llomen•a Volunt.ar.Y Services tor Civil Defense ScutMase 
Hr . Leweo 
!)lgund L_.L 11 t\ I I' 
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Letter no. 5. 
,.,....._. , H-". THI 8UIIM 

QalnftM 1 Th4t Do...., HARCHIONIU OP llaADINO, D.a.L 16th August 1943. 

~(~ 
I get. your letter about A: i es Flees on and sew her on 

Wednesday, and completely lost my heat•t to her - she really is 
a delightful person, and one with such e broad vision end such 
a receptive mind, that it is a delight oven to have a conversa­
tion with her. 

.... 
We had a good l ong conversat ion on general princi ples, end 

I suggested to her one or two linea of country which have not 
been covered at all by any correapondent

1
ea fai· aa I know, and 

which might be of real interest to American vromen readers. 

!.lise Fleeaor{ is finishing an article firs t on a particular 
subject very close to the hearts of all Americans, and ss soon 
as she has completedthat she is coming back to me, so that we 
can give her every sort of help to do the other articles which 
she thinks would interest her. 

She told me she ia getting a eruall flat end wil l make her 
headquarters in London, althouen ehe wants to travel round the 

'\ country a good deal snd to travel in the moat sen·aible of all 
'.ways - staying in the homes of veople of small estate, so that 

she can get to tmow the t•eal people of the countt·y and not be 
taken in by the veneer, the very poor veneer , of the Dorchester, 
the Ritz and tho other big hotels. Ir she is able t o complete 
the programme abe is thi nking or at the moment , J believe she 
will make a most wonder~ contribution in whet she will be able 
to write, and I am rul l of t hrill at the thought or collaborating 
wi t h her in whatever way i t may be, and I know I need not assure 

you that we will do everything that is posa1Lle in every single 
way. to help her. 

\ , 

r 
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16th ~ugust 1943 . 

I do hope you ure well, ulthoueh I lmow 1t to lie ver;· rooli"h even to think that I micht hope that you havu hac! &.ny "ot·t or " vacation thla year. 
I 
:nth very kindest l'egat·ds, 

Ura . P . D. Roosevel t , 
'rhe White House , 
·sash1ngton, D.C. 

Chalrmon . 

I 
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T nan )'our t.o let.teno, '"hid\ '""ra 
awai t.iDII q tet.~~m. I aa eendinc; you a coP¥ 
ol the letter • hiob I •rote t.o Lady Llnlitt. ~ow. 

I enjo)'ed alf trip io ;.~tralla aDd 
..,.. tealand. The 'IIOMII tbero aet their obliga-

, t.icma, but are not, ol co\ll"ae , doin.: ae UIIJ' 
thlnj;.l as t.'le •01111n ol (1r~•t Br1 tein .,.., do i nc, 
boca woe the O!'('Ortun.l tieo rio not oee<a <O be the ..... 

I h~d a ctiW!Oe to 818 IWIT of b ur MD 
in tbe SoutbWeet Paal.lio &nd 1t is unb• ll••able 
lila t th••• ... n nan ac~li~bttd. 

I(J beet wi anes to you. 

Sinoerely yo~~ro, 

'lhe Jlowacer llarob i oneu of Reading, II.B. E. 
41 Tothill Street 
London, England 

• 

0 
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14th s74_';1~'S. 

f ~ I' ____---r 

-------
,._Weft'\ 1 H.M. THI Q Uli N 

CMII"'MM 1 n. Dewapr MA.ACHION ISS OP aaA.DINO, D.LL 

Contic'Jential 

I was so c'Jeliehtec'J to get your letter and to hear something ot you. It was more than interesting and I can realise eo deeply how you must feel about the bills to which you have given so much attention, and the programmes to which you have r 10ally devoted such a great portion ot your life. 

I suppose it i s always very difficult to aee things 1n the perspective of history and to r ecognise that these very things have happened so often before to reformers anc'J to the protagonists of new ~d virile ic'Jees. Nevertheless it is no less discouraging to knOYI thot other people have eone that way before, and that the path which was blazed has been e r own over once egain.1 

Sometimes I want to tear the hair of the people who ere such dreec'Jful obstructionists, and so often I wonc'Jer how much ie stupic'Jity anc'J bow much is gainful wickedness fran a completely selfieh and d1eguat1ng point ot view. I am atreic'J I have very little patience with that t ype of person, anc'J feel that I should like to see retribution descend upon their heode at once so that the nicer people would not suffer. It seems eo cruel that in 
order to frame a greAt measure br carry through e great reform, so many people muet sutter in order to convince the public ot the neceepity tor that measure. 

Every single day of my life I eeem to feel that thoee great philosophers who wrote the Bible were far wiser then anyone haa ever rea118ed, and "Eyes have they and eee not" seems auch a true way ot describing it. 

Procn my own point ot view, one ot the things I am very anxious about 1a to~see that t hla wealth of goodwill that has been engendered 
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1n the war, and the sense of responsibility real~ by each 
individual in the part they have played in the war , should be 
continued right through , and that the same devotion should be 
11iv~n to the cormtuni ty in peace time as is given In war time. 
In that way without an ttdd1t1onsl strain on the bud.get, the 
standard of Uving should be so heiehtened that each peraon 
should be able to enjoy their lives to that extent more. The 
simple thinga are so difficult to get and so very necessary to 
life itself, that they con only be got by the volume or eoodwill 
which will only be eneendered if each individual really ploys 
theil' part. 

Uince laet I wrote to you I have had a letter fr00 Lady 
Linlithgow telling me she has written to you, and enclosing a 
copy of her letter to you. I hate to have to put into words 
what I feel, but I do think i t is only fair to say to you that 
this is a moat un-thought out and a moat uninformed demand she 
has made on you, and I personall y am more then sad that she should 
have been so thoughtless as to Wl'ite in that way. I can only 
explain that she obviously knows nothing either or the make-up 
ot your legislation or yOUI' national institutions, and that what she 
has done she hes done in fullness of heart and not with e.ny 
ultel'iOI' and mischievous motive. I t hink one of' the contributive 
parte was that Begum Bhah Nawaz, who is well known as a ouperrlcial 
lady, got back fi'OI!l Alllerioa to India stating that the A.W. v.s. 
was in every way the same in Alllerioa as it i s 1n Great Britain, 
and that is where the trouble began. When I l'e&d a l'eaolution 
passed by the Indian w.v.s. I immediately wrote to Lady Linl1thgow 
e.nd explained to her the position of the A.W.V.S. , Md this letter 
ot here is 11 I'Osul t of my information. I very much deprecate 
the whole thing, and I hope, if it ie possible, that you will 
merely acknowledge the letter and do nothing mol'e·. I hllve 
diecuesed the matter with Lady Wavell, who 1a, as you know, 
Lady Linlithgow'e successor, who ie a per son or deep thought and 
who entil'ely agrees with me ancl who knows I em Wl'iting to you, 
and who I think would appl'eciate it if you were to acknowledge 
the letter and do no more. She herself eeee in what a very 
difficult poeit1on Lad,y Linlithgow hse put you, and she would 
help to close the incident and to sea that a proper record ot 

how things have happened was kept on the book. 

r'or t hoee of us who have lived long yeare in- India, this is 
juet one more eign of how things happen there, It 1a juet a 
little mteinterpl'etation, and little out or alignment and a little 

' 
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throwing out ot gear ot each part that makes the whole, and that 
is what has made a British woman in high position, who hae been 
out there for seven yeara, able to focua eo falaly and to mistake 
her own position to auoh an extent. 

I could not write aa frankly aa this to you about one of my 
own countrywomen were it not for the great affection and respect 
in which I hold you, and I know you will taka my letter in the 
spirit in which it ie meant. I am asking the Ambaeaador to aend 
it through hie bag because I naturally do not want it to go through 
the British Cenaor who would certainly miaunderstand pert of it, 
and who might in consequence make a good deal ot difficulty about 
it. But I thought I would like to let you know exactly what 
the position ia eo ae to leave no shadow of doubt at all. 

Mre. Franklin D. Rooeewelt, 
The Whi ta Houae, 
Washington, D. C. 

Chairmen. 
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Dear L&q Read1D41• 

I aa dal1cb\ed to haft \llo oalondar and 
1oW' note or ,ood • 1ohoa, •hl ell bo~b ll;f husband 
and I appreoil". 

' 

Yoa did no~ ••1 ho• you ore t eoUng, I !lope 
1W are not do1nt too much. 

11><! wu p1o~ l ,ookl a oro hcl>"fal, altboOi!h 
I ah11ddar &ftrf U.. eitbar lit'· 12\W'C.>ill or q 
louahMd wuno ot tbe probabl~ eo• t l n " en before tinal 
rtot<>rr. 

'!he next - • •1 aontbo • 111 be dltttcolt 
bere t.•~e of the electi on, ""d eYerythin• oae 
doaa rtll be open to a t taok. II)' tr1p to tho 
SOilthweat Pa ci fic ll&YI tho OJ'l)CIOitlon ~>uch aoterlall 
H..,....r, I obdl oontinue to 110 ..,at T banutly 
\llink 18 r1~t and hope tor the beat, 

liT boat nobel to 1'"'" 

Artoc,t1onatelr, 0 

1he DoWager llarch1onooo o! Re•d1n&, D. B. JS, 
foaen's Volunt&r1 SorYioes 
U Tothill Stroo t 
London, !'hgland 



WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES 
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE 

41 TOTHILL STREET 
LONDON 

'ENGLAND. 
BR/VPIV 

' '"'ldent 1 H.H. THI QUfEN Letter No. a. 
Chairman 1 The Oowq.,. MARCHIO NUS Of READING, D.I.E. 17th D9cember 1943. 

'\ 

~ / ~<v 
/ I do hope y ou will acrwt ~ cr;Clgndllr with rny 

vary best wishes to you ana ~resident, for• a Happy 

Christmua and pl'oapel:'oUo ~Yeal', in which yo~rhopes unc• 

plane may ba bl:'ought ~~1 t1on. . ~ 

·~ ~. ~~ 

Chairman. 

Wrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Tha \\'hi te House, 
washington, n.c. 

I • 
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1
' l I H.H. TH I QUl iN 

Chalrman 1 lM Dow..- "AACHIONUS OP RIAOING. D.A.E. 

Letter No. 8 . 

17th December 194~. 

I do hope you will accept t hia calendar with my 

very beet wishes to you end the President, for e Happy 

Christmas and prosperous New Year, in which yoUrhopee and 

plans may be brought to fruition . 

Chairman . 

Mre . Franklin D. Roosevelt , 
The White Houee, 
Washington, D.C. 

' 

j\_-
) 
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~~ 110 corO ~114Jl l:ind OC )"OU ~0 
l.h1nk Of lilO ond 'l '-'J1 do.Ll.;~l~CJ LO hhVC the 

-... cGlendar witt\ your picture, 

1 ehall GlRya reueoller "¥ t.rl.p 
to Gre3t Brlt.eln wuu Lll<lucJl l ~1>Uld l~we 

cuch preferred it under d1!ferenL c<>ndit1oua . 
Yow· kindntl\0 tu\o.l t.h• II.UI \Y opr.ort..wt1t.1cs t.o 

be with you ond ot>oervo yow- efficiency Md 

•W.UL7 wl.ll .Uwaya t,., Lh• lli.illo opots, 

I Wile clw'ig"rin~~,.-cl u.t. not. ~ln.:; allo·Ned 
t.o eo t.o A~ot.&'&li.3 DJ\l' t4ow ~fiUlBI'Id J etc . It. 'WQe 

u tough trip tulll p<:l"Mj•• 1 woulJ hnve Callen by 

tho wa,yaido aa !.Ire. lloo•ovel~ !""red, I N>d an 
a tl.:ock o: ShlJoglee ..rter the arltioh trip and -· 
l41d up Cor 4 .. e~c and lira. Roosevelt ••- t-o 
hol since Lhun tlu~ I "" "hcUc&te" I Tho doctor 

explained it """ a negl~ted eoro thr03t, but 
Lhut did not convinco IJ•o . P.ouaoveU. In addi­
tion, oho !oared crltician 1C she used apace Cor 
~wo. The or1Ucal onu tild nu~ need that &Jc11-

~lor~ ~Lor1Al. 

ll¥ boat wish .. to :·ou and .u or 
t hooe """ .... 00 kind to ""' in your oreanha­
tion, t or tho New Year . 

lllth adal.ro~ion 4nd a troct1on, 

tbe r.o.a.cor '-uchlooeu 
o! I!Mdino. u. B. t . 
41 Tott\111 Street 
1ondon.-u ~ngland . 

I . f 
' I 

, 
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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVIC ES 

FOR CIVIL DEFENC E 
41 TOTHILL STREET 

LONDON 
E N G LAN D. 

Letter No. 2. Po wldeu&l H.M. T"HI fiiiUI IN 
Cl\&irmM 1 TIM ao..,_ 11ARCH IO N US OP RIADIN G. O.a,,l. 17th December 194~. 

This brings you my very best wishes and every hope 
that 1t will serve to some degree ae a reminder of your 
visit over here just over a year ago. 

\Vi th every possible good w1eh for the New Year, 

Uiaa Ualvina Thompson, 
The llhi te House , 
Washington, D,C. 

Chairman. 

• 

.I 
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I am s o very grateful to you f or letting me see a copy of 
your l etter to Lady r,inlithaow, and I feel sure that this will 
make it very much easier for Lady .vavell to direct the :rutura 
policy of the Indian w. v . s . on clear linas. I do feel eo 
apologetic for troubling you in this matter. 

!.ady .Iavell is very clear-headed and I think will be able 
to direct the thine ex traordinarily tidily. Already reper-
cussions have arisen which show the wi sdom of trying to keep the 
thing within t he boundaries of India and tidy , and I think i t 
will sol ve itself with not too much trouble . 

I th i nk you will be intere s ted to hea r s omethin(l of the 
r eactions in t his country to the ve r y large numbers of American 
forces , which haw been arrivi ng over here lately . We 1'el t 
rat her worried tho.t the local schemes for oft's ring hospitality 
and so on were perhaps not forthcoming enouch and wel'e not maki ng 
themselves known to your responsi b l e officers , with t he result 
that in some cases rnsny of your men had no idea that arrangement s 
could be made .t'olV'thom to r eceive i ndividual hospi'tali ty in 
British h omes. / ~Ve hove DOl'/ l aunched a British ~{elcome Scheme ' / 
which aiMs to supplement all that the American Nod ~ross is 
providing so magnificently,__... In the areas where the1•e are no 
Americ a n Red Crose club·a, '1 t is hoped that British Restaurants, 
or other suitable promises, can be opened in the evenings so that 
the local girls may invito their friends there for o snack, a 
garue and perhaps a dance. You know how acute tho \'thole question 
of accommodation become s under t he condi tions in which we are 
living today , and this ie real ly the biggest fac t or that we l•ove 
to overcome in running any such prograrmne . ny brooking each 
area down to tho emol l est. possible unit, we hope t o sucoeed a 
crest deal more than we have done up to dote and to r.1alce it 
possibl e .t'or selecte d Americans t o meet s elected Uritieh people 
e o t hnt they moy each grow to have a real apprec i ation of the 

, 
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otl'er and e better understand in{: 1'1111 naturall.Jy foll ow of each 
others country and ways. 

The trouble here, as I ga~er ever ywhere, was that a lot of 
the wrong type of girls got hold of the nan. They come foMverd 
in a very cheerful energetic way, and the men naturally don't 
realise the type of girls they ere , and in consequence a lot of 
ill feeling has arisen bot h by the local inhabitants and t he men 
themsel vee. ]~ ow on the salecti ve basis, I hope a gr5-at deal of 
the past t ro.bles will be overcome. I think the l'eal mistake 
vtas to imagine onginally tllat anything of this sort could be 
d1rected centrally. It obviously nust l>o done on a local boats 
with local understandine 00' the probletl and of the people con­
cerned, ond I 81u much happier now that the t hin g has been broken 
do1m to a very small unit on an extreMely parochial and local 
basis . 

Up t ill now the number of yo\tr troops over here has been 
more easily absorbed into whatever ar r a ngements were already on 
foot in the Clifferent localities, but with this new influx it is 
no longer so, and I feel 1t is very irnportant indeed that there 

1 should be absolutely n o roo!'! for rtieunderstanding to arise. .le 
IUIC'e met 1vith the r.toat helpfUl undere tandinc fron General Devers, 

his staff and the officers of the Special Services, and 11e really 
do hope to achieve the kind of scheme one would like t o see running 
to ge• t he very best of t he enormous opportunities there are 
offered by tho presence of so many of your citizens here among us. 

In East Anglia experiments are being run on different lines . 
· · ';/e have f illed up some hampers 11i th a selection of di f'ferent garces 

and these are sent round to isolated villaaoa , together with a 
gr&nophone and s~~e racoraa , eo that e ven those out of the way 
places may have a chance of providing some k ind of entertainment, 
and by interchange of the hmnpera it will be possible to maintain 
a variety . Clube are also being started or which crirls in the 
neighbour hood may become members , eo that we can scrutini se the 
type who are being hostesses, and they can brine in their friends , 
both British and American, and in th i s way have an opportunity 

of getting to know each other. 

I/ We have very much w~lcomed the a !)pointmen t of l'rs , Sloan Col t r as Deputy Commissioner of the American Red Cross over hero. She 
has an extraordinary gift for making friends and showing a depth 

' 
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or understanding or our difficu l ties and problems, and ehe is very much beloved by all who have worked with her . It is the g reateet possible pleasure to be able to ' let our back hair down ' completely in talking over questions that arise, and ~e ore able to do t hie with her without tt.e sli(;hteet fear or any difficult)• being misinterpreted . 

Tho worl< or the American Red Gross over here i s beine carried out admirably . ·;latch inc hO\'t their progrrurrne has expanded \71th such rapidity, 1t is astounding to see ho..- the •• have developed the capooity for dealing "i th the situation at the very same time as the situation 18 there to be dealt 1ofith on the s pot. It seOMB a iong time ago since you ha~ Oive representatives over here doil;jg all the work that there was then to be done . / 

I followed your journey to J:ew Zealand and Aus tralia w1 th very great i nterest, end a good deel of envy for, although I know how tiring such o trip must be , it must havo been tremendously in t eresting to seo the pr oblems goinG on the other side or the world as well . 

We are still dealing with endloas problems here, shortage or man-power and the pressure or work hove been the keynotes of our lives for so lona n ow, that we have ero1vn quite aCCI,lstomed to then. I>eople are quite astounding in the way they are prepa re<l e'l the time to do lust a little bit extra to their day's work, and in this way\ by sharing it round amont;at everybody, we are able to get throuan the progro,..,e we are set. .a th all this we ho ve concentrated e great deal on ro-troininl! our r.lenbers who ore r esponsible for operational duties within the r::ivil Defence, and during the last raids there hove been, I hove been very impressed ot the automatic way in ~hioh they hove assured duties ot: a very responsible kind in conploto co-operation with the rect of the C1vil Defence Genera l Services et hieh level. ;Ia have e difficult balance to maintai n - on t he one hand man-power is reCJ,uired urgently end inrnediately, and on the other han<! we have had proot only too often of the absolute necesei ty of lteoping e top notch pi tch of preparation against air attack, and it is 

' 
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working ou t that only by women assuming bigger responsibilities 
t han they have done up to date , can we mee t t he s itua tion. 

It is inter esting to see how peopl e have acconr.!odated them-
eel ves t o the very great burden of work. I suppose it is rather 
t he same thing as fo od rationing, it has c ome on gradually and, 
thel'efore, the body has beau able to s e c <XM!odata itself, bu t i n 
spi te of all my very great opti mism I am always marvelling a t 
t h e way that V/omen a re t aking additi onal burdens and carr ying 
through with them, and not · breaking down physic all~· t oo of t en . 
Usually when they break do'lm t hey really do die, b ecause the 
strain has been very heavy and they haven't let up. !:!ut on 
t h e whole , taking it '2Uite ob jectively , I think everyone f eels 
that doean ' t mat t er so long as t he job is done. ;/e hope t here 
may be s ome alight lightening i n the progr amme of t he count ry 
so as to release the t ype .of woman who is a char woman and who 
can do some of t he heavy s crubbing work not only on i nstitut i onal 
bases , but for domestic homes . I a r.1 afr a id tha t on a l ong te rM 
i f that t ype of help is not avai:bable , r1e shall be using much too 
c ood mater-ial to do the ch Ql'es v1hich really should be done by 
persons who have n ot got' -the i n t ellieence or the abil i t y to do 
more sl<i l l ed 1·1ork. The situation seem&s to be sol vine 1 tself 
a bit, we have two or t hree rather int erestine national govern­
mental c onni t tees s itt ing to deal wi t h it, and th.~."llgh repl'e sen t a ­
tion on them one i s a ble to watch very closely a nd try and put 
sor.te of the evidence we have got throu&hou t the count r y to 
national advantage . 

I do wiah there were some poesibili ty of bei ng able to talk 
things ovel' with you again , but I am afraid this is rathe r wishing 
for the moon a t the moment ! ~J\_ ~- \rviY ~ 

Urs. Franklin D. Roosevel t, · 
The ;vhi te House, 
Washington,. n. c. 

.<Y<- -1-~ 

,~JL-~- 1 

Chairman. 

,. 
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D11.o<IY r.wc!Jna/ 
1 .... ~ a.hr.hted aa M "'lj'S to 

e.ot your letter IU'ltl I " " deeply irc>r•••ecl 
by t.lle oaount. you all do ovur l lwr• for 
the nvU.clnche or eolrliere . 1 f\·,eet!\.1 on 
Lo t.he ne-t! C: l"O!S:i • hM. ;."UU Mi.tl lllbota~i~. 
Sloan Colt. . I ~J»w they • ill ~· ple>•• , 

I am soon et.tt.l'tint on ~ t.r1p 
t.o our tnililtuoy insta.ll4\.it~tHt 1n th~ 
C•rib•xuo~;n with 8011'! dif"lOCtut.ic vl&its 
on t.hu aide. Thert! 1~ :.o r.u.,h ..:rlt.iciu 
or ~ trips, 1 considered ear• tul~ be­
tore •ll""•inc to co. but t.l\e aillta.rt 
people tell "" it. 14 ~rtant ~c:>uae 
t.be.. MR ar• lll>t in d>nj,•r &nJ t1 M 
lite <lull. 11\is year th• crlticiaa wlll 
be worae tlwl ever but l inacine 1 w1ll 
weather it. 

I think ot you very ol ton and, 
very con!identially, it ia not too l.J!>­
poaaible that you mB3 aec ce ~&&in be!ore 
too lone. 

A!tectionatd.,y, 

The Oo• agi:r 
Warchioness of Readin81 u . a . ~ . 
!IO.Uen', Voluntary Services ror Civil Defense 
41 ~thill Street 
l..O:'Idon, ,,nglanrt. 

• 

\'DS 

I 



{''· "'' 
Dei IMt/.!!_ .. tacz ">.. 

I u YIDC illl• DOh ot 
lll\l"o4u0\IOG llr. 'Ztft ..._ ,;Jio 
Ia IJOIDC "> bo oolotallC 
to t.11o DepatJ J,4.z1Dtauator ot t!za 
Ulll ta4 •uou Belief all4 l!alabiltt.ntoa 
MaJ. cUa\hUoa. '=~ 

I obull •~Jil"Oalote ~ .. 
JOU oell 40 to balp lola Ill Ma -~ ""' 
to .... lllt ate)' pl-\. 
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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES 
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE ._-E::=_,f 

41 TOTHlLL STREET C:/~ 
LONDON r~fif/ 

ENGLAND. r/ 

,......_t t H,H, THI QUliN 
Letter No. 10. I 

Chairman a The Dowacw HARCHIONUS OP AUDINO, D.a.L 

PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL. 

~(bJJr 
11th April 1944. 

I t was delightful to get a letter from you dated the 
28th February, and I was eo pleased to hear that you are well 
and starting on another trip. I suppose you never atop 
starting on tripe, and the only relief is coming back from 
them! I must say, I should very much like to feel that I 
should see you myself before too long, and that ie something 
to look forward to. 

We have been having a very energetic time as a certain 
amount of raiding has etarte4 again, and, of course, we have a 
very heavy programme indeed. The programme in itself is an 
interesting one, because it i s being carried out by a very much 
older age group, · and one which is bearing a strain which might, 
a few years ago, have been considered quite impossible to take . 
They are not only taking it, but adapting themselves to it eo 

I well that I feel the result will be a strengthening of character 
and a vary useful contribution to community welfare in a shape 
of participation in local government on a poet-war baa1s, and 
that in itself will be the moat extraordinarily valuable contri-

' ' bution to national character and national resilience that can be. 
It ie so cunoue to think that in the same way as our greatest 
export in the past wae an unseen export in the shape of banking 
and insurance, our greatest result of the work of these last five 
years will be a completely unseen and intangible one, which, · 
nevertheleaa, will be a very valuable one by strengthening the 
community and, therefore, the life of the nation on a local basis 
and also creating a background for the return of the men and 
women f r om the forces. I feel here that the14Jill be a very 
useful elimi nator of age differences. The people who have faced 
all aorta of trouble at home have got a certain poise which ie 
going to be very valuable indeed, and I am constantly watching 
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men and women on leave who help during a bad raid, • • JWr.ng a 
new roapect and looking 1n a new way at their older~i~tiona 
who are tackling an operational aa well aa an adminiatrative 
job, and tackling it without very much tuaa or wary much excite-

ment. · 

' We have just had the award of official chevrons for w.v.s. 
Like ao many taL~ch are run on a voluntary basta and which 
are entirely• p I had a very groat fight to achieve it, 
tho argument being that I could neither prove contract nor 

' d1ao1pline in a body of women or so great a aizo. I had to 
prepare a very carefUl document on this, and was abl e to show 
that each one of our membera aigned an undertaking which 1s 
ebaolutely binding, and that I have had 17,000 parsons refUse 
to join w.v.s. becauae they would not aign an undertaking which 
they clid not fool they could 'implement. \Vhon wo came t o tho 
quea tion of disc i pline, I was able to show my interlocutor that 
tn tact we had diamiaaod three of h1a own friends, quito apart 
from many others, and that could show that there was diao1pl1ne 
becauao we got rid of than owing to tho fact that they wore not 
fulfilling the pledge they had undert aken. On that we have boon 
awarded tho war chevron for all people doing straight ancillary 
Civil Dofonoo work, and for tho people who are doing tho other 
work we are iaauing our own w.v.s. chevron. This has an interest­
ing repercuaaion, I think, on a long-term baste, and I am very 
glad t o have won tho battle, although I pel:'9:l'lally do not attach 
any too much importance to the chevron. 

,r At tho moment our greatest contribution towards conservation 
of raw materials to tho clothing and shoo oxchengee, and the 
Board of Trade is at the moment thril l ed that we have opened our 
SOOth, aa this means a great saving ot children's clotho& and 
also he l ps the mother unbelievably to eke out her coupona and, 
therefore, to conserve raw material i n a way that othorwiae might 
not be poaaible. Tho Board or Trade, to help ua, in the first 

, place offered up to £~ a year if we needed it to open the placea, 
in tact out ot 500 only 49 have availed tnemselvea of thte offer, 
which shows that tho initiative of tho local woman can overcome 
all eorte of dt ffioulttee, and that with a bit or ingenuity she 
can conquer the obataoloa put in her way and the dtfficulttas 

which always eeam ao insurmountable until you really attack them. 
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I do hope you are well and not too buey and not too 
worried. We, who belle•e eo much 1n the Prealdent end ln you, 
watch wlth the utmoat interest each stage or this very dirticu1 t 
time, and realise what a strain or mind and body you must be 
going through during the preliminary days. You have, ss you 
know, our arrecti onate thoughts and good wiehee with you the 
whole time . I 

Ura. F. D. Roosevelt , 
The 'Nhite Houee, 
Waahlngton, D. C. 

h.....-'-. ...J "fd ~ ... 

~ l L-J\_ \ 
Chairman. 

.• 
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It """ nlco to ban nwo ot JOil 
f.- IOCDI Ot )lOur frieull 'lbo CIW8 to ... 
• late]¥ and alao to have :fOIM' lott.er or 
Aprll lltb. 

I llkt<l your t.rlbuto to old povple 
oo .ell that I lllld 1t. 1o 11¥ col11.110 """ I 
tll1nk it bao p]M.N4 oldOl' people hol'O aQd 
pedlapo .,.ned t.baa oo to do a Utt.lo _.. 

"""' "'-1 ...... 
!M q-tiaft et uMUCIIII 1a -

\bat. 1o aoloa to bo &l',...t OYCI' boN 1o 
-no. ..,.. 10 I ao lotlnaW 1o Olbat 
J'Oil bad acccwp' t't '• 

tom- c~eavJ.i,t.IAn or - ;roca .... 
-• •lot •t..l'1olro1 1 - 1o a ape"'* 
a\ a l •m trn ot - All! who ue jut '­
c'"n'nl t.o e.t.ab11+ p1Mn wDare •\erl.&le 
Uld al.d 0~ 0&0 bo ..S. O'IV bf ..... ~ 
......... &a CIDIII I iaLJ.aa et OUI" M'-lal.l:• 

111 bubuld lo 'fV7 ..U al&iA 
Uld all ,.... ..U 1Fltb •· I nopoo yo~ do 
DOt. \b1llk I _. teo ·tlipp&Dt ... t Ill'. 
Cb<lreb1ll'o at.t1tl>do toolaJod Spain ......, I 
IFLl4 that. bo t.hoV&flt. that. ~ t<r •ut.T 
;,wan Uld -.a 110\ •lot to ollaqe .-. I 
.. na1.lJ' q~t.loe ...,., bo aal4 bi.Molt t.o 
b1a wUo at. b1o o., t.oblo llbo11 t.bora ... a 
dl-•too or till attlWde er GNat Brltalo, 
r- aQd ~- to.rd t.ho 51*'1* alt..,.­
U. aoetwe t..bll Wll'• I Ul1* ot .,...., 111e 
11M ..._ a .._us.-t ..,. lo-.101' boll. I au 
a.fft.U t..bllt. - et Ule UWip u.t• ban 
t.o ,_ 1a t..bll tl&- wUl not. be ""'~:! tor ilia 
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Reading: 

I t w 
tr1,nde who CAme 
or AprU 11 t.h. 

I l 
used 1t 1n my co 
here and perhaps 
selves. 

Ttu\t 
argued over her 
you had accompl 

e your 
nn Rru\ 

spurred 

Your 
I used 1n a sp 
be1,11nn1ng to ·e 
can be mAde ov 
mR teruale. 

deecr1pt1on 
ch at a lun 

tabl1eh plac 
r by various 
..--

rom some or your 
to have your letter 

er1als 
uet 
clothes 
of ct\tr 

My usband 1s vt~ry well aga1n well 
w1th ua. I ope you do not think I was oo 
about Mr. C~u chill's nttiturte toward pain, x wh~n I 
~a1d that ~e hought that way for six yearn a d waa 
not going to hnnge now. I waa rea y quot1n whAt he 
said h1meelt to hie w~re at h1e own table when there wna 
a d1acuee1on or the att1turte or Gr Br1ta1n, F ance and 
ourae\veo to ard tte Span1ah e1t t1on befora he war. 
I tb1nk or o urse, be has been magn1t1cant >or leltde r 
but I am afr id t h t aome of t things that e hav~ to 
race 1n ~he uture will not b one~ tor him t race. 
I imagine m y or you who 1 e h1m and adm1r h1m and are 
grateful to 1m roT h1o le PrAh1p reel1~e t Rt th1e 1s eo. 
Xa&J None o us kqowe w the future holds but I th1nk 
dally with a xietY. and , ope t er t our Joint r rcee 
tor the grea eat t\rr9r't end our prayers i n t 18 country 
will be with them and w1th all or you when t e day oomee 
tor act i on. 

Afteo. 

( 
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J ..... 5, 111.4 

o.ar Lady Boad1nc • 

I oa c1Yina tide letter or int.roduct.ioo 
ljte. KU.~bot.!l :4<1Z. Crfo1,1 • w .. :dnaton naw­

r VQII.D Wh,. t haft lmO.n lor a lan_; u.,. 
u ,oln.: t o Gnat Britain in ecnnectioD 

• 2 th ~,. •ork and • • • t.blre MJ be occui orw 
• ben aha 'llllculd ,....d adYioe or u a·1s t.anoe. 1 aa 
aendina: h.dr t o ,rov. p 

You • ill an.)or -unu N•·•· Crail, 
I 1'ae l ou.'8 , and Y a:UOU ua cl .. fJl r t;ntetul. 
tor NtyUtiD&! ,rou can do t or her. 

I 

, 1\'l Ill all KOcd wlahtt , T aa 

Slll .. roly your• , 

Th• ~ nowaee-z· Utu·d\ioneaa ot Rltlld lnt,;, D. B. -;:. 
41 Tothill !'ie. 
London 

J 
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I waa ao clad 'o set ~o~r lat,ar of 
J~lJ 26th. I ~lnk of yo~ oonat~ntly eftd 
of ~~ a4de4 horror of ~~ robot t»o.ba. 
It ••••• alaoat too •~oh to bear. One ot 
our nawapapar woaan, Dorla rleaaon, who 
la now hoae, gaye ~a a deaor\pt1on ot how 
e:rnaordlnarllJ well the \1. V. 8. hsd worked 
thro~sn thh robot boablng. 

We are about to r through \be attaoka 
an4 oountar-ftttaoka o a national oaapalaa. 
I .. aoo~aad of all aorta ot dlre •otlYea 
baoa~ae I belleYa 1n a year of aarY\oe f or 
b~th boJa and glrla . We aa • people atll l 
lUte to thlllk " are ahhalro~a, and 7et ln 
aoaa at&taa llttla glrle work ln faotorlaa 
and flolda wlth llttle ohanoe nf aoboollng. 

W8 haye been eo fortunat e dur1nc t hle 
wart we haye no oonoaptlon ot wha t glrla 
ln oraat lrltaln hsYe h&d to do. 

I peraonallJ would llko tr. get out of the 
publl o are, ~t lf the -.Jorl tJ ot the Yotera 
want Cha Prealdant to oonttnue ln ottlee, m7 
peraonal wlebee do not oount . 

fba poaelblll'J of an, trip la en\lralJ 
ofti ao I P aorry I oan•' loolt forward t o 
aee ftl JOU fti'J lOOft. 

AtteoUonatalr, 

Tho u,· .. ~. l . l' : '"J:"C;) 1.'1n.-r :"' (} f rUt ~u nH' , J.).n . L 
·:. v .J. 
41 T?th \11 Str~~t 
1.<)-tllon, :nel~nd 

\ 
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• WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES , .,,1, FOR CIVIL DEFENC E It( I'. .A' "' 
/til~ } f; I!J"" · 41 TOTHIL.L. STREET ~~ :•' 1 

' ""''l' L O N DON ' ,. t".J tH!/L:F.I ~ ¥ .,1 
ENG LAND. !.u~te l• l.o . 11 . [I -:.r (,• 

- · "'"· n'" eu11N (•f.\ ' (I ~~ ~ J• Q ol -=• no- KAACHION- O P UADtNG, o.u. 25th Jul;l lf44. , .• ,.-"' J.,• Ll' 
( 

./\-.} • jl'i.l.:'f '1, 
( ( I ( 

I ,, ~~ ~ t f-.\ I . ' ,. 
(ll~ Itt· . • 

'<'hank you so vor; r•uch ro,• ~our lettet• of the 3>•<! June ,~ · 
wt.1ch t ook o long time to reech ne, 1111d 0111:1 &rrived three <loyd ot;o . It i8 ~u1te unboUevable ho.r oo,etiLtes letters aeeto to be he re in no while at all , <llld at othet• title& they oeot to ••oam half' .round the wot•ld l>ef'oro thoy reach ua. rn ony event , it waa ve r y exci ting to fle t it and I wo s nelichtcd t o hove it . 

:Iince it woe w1•1t ten our doodle- but season has atcu·tec!, one! it is a nuch roore annoying Utt'le amu8etlont tl~&n r i .. ht be believed unless one has to deal •·11th it. It 1:> not , ol' course , 
thot it is tr1Ghten1n(;, but i t does 110lte .a : eoJ, !111<1 u 11eG£ at t<o19 t i me in the wa•• ia a nuisanco. .1 . '!.$. l11ta natttrllllJ• been ve r y busy on dealing with all t llei!O thinca , ,,nJ ol!e or ct.e r.10st interestinc things or 1111 is tlte 1/U;t tlte Incident In,luil•;.t l-oint ia r.aanned, und the s olaco 1t brines to peo!'le ,;, o lotovo oeen 
affected. It is called atr I.I.l' . and io ""t u,, ou t:le spot -11 t e rally on the spot - .there tho trouble occut't> . tuuall!' the 1. I. !'. is set Up w1 thin a ~uart .. r or Ull hout• or thol i lleiuent occurring , and the r efot•e 1 t i a in a pl ace 11hot·o t he II!Ol'to.• iu all over ena where people are covered i n dust by "·eason Ol' the ' plw.ae ' - sa the dust cloud io callod - vio1ch rises as the· b01,b 
l.ull fallen. ·th9 I nc 1cJent I ll<tUil':l l'oint i8 the !'oc&l point 
~here all 1nt'ol'loat1on 1o collected oud t ro1•1 IIllich oll en.lu11•1ea !.lt.'e answe r ed. '!'hat 10 to say , ilrllledia. tal ~' li t;.ta hl.'8 Mc.«e bot h 
:>t wounded~ delld, as t hey a1•e !olo•.m throu~h the ltortu~r1aa or ho&pitals , poo~)le who huva been aunt t o l'tHi t. t..:ontres o1• LutOple in the t'iret a id posts , sutt'erint. t'ron ~hoclt, &nci so ou und so 
f orth. And os nen ruah haao trora the1t• "ork, or cone ;.a.ae in the evening tron work, oo mothers co.1e baek rro' the 11• chopping 
to f ind out 11hat haa ll&t>l>ened to their children , the nn9.1e r i9 given t o then rro"' the Inc i d!lnt In•!Uil':f l'<>in t, and in" teod of 
a lo t of t•urnours being (l iven, actua l foc t s are verified and the 
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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES /J LA~ 
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE t(Uitl 111-r 

NIG 18 IO..Lo 41 TOTHII..l. STREET ~ 
SR/L!FII ~ LONDO N ~' 

ENGLAND. L6tte1• 1\o, ll 
- o H.M. THI eUUH (I .It J-.,...._, T1oo- MAJICHIOH- OP IUADIHO , O.a.&. . 26th J~~~ti> v•,r-_ ~~If 

{\ t-...IV:>f? ~ I .. b. • • r-~ ,.,. \~ ,._.., \. jJ"Y tt:J ··~ .hY~ , 
Thank you so very ~uoh for your letter of the 3rd June~ which took a long time to reach me, and · only arrived three days ago. It is quite unbelievable how sometimes letters seem to be here in no while at all, and at other times they sean to t'oam half .round the wo1•ld b e t'ore thoy reach us. !11 any even t, 1 t was very exci t1ng to get i t and I was del.i(lhted to have 1 t. 

Si nce 1t was written our doocll1l-bug eeaaon has sta1•ted, and it is a MUch more annoying little a~ueoment than mi cht bs 
believed ttnleas one has to deal 1'11th it . It is not, or course, llhat i t is trighten ine-, but it does make a l•leos, and a mesa at this t1me in the war io a nuisance . H . 'I . S . has naturolly l;ieen very busy on dealing with all these thi nca, und one or tl•e m'bst interesting things of all is the way the Incident Inquiry Point is manned, and the solace it brings to people ,;ho have been arrected. It is called an I.I.l?. a11d is sot up o11 the spot-11 terally on the spot - where t he trouble oocurH. Uau&ll!' the I.I.P. is set up within a quarter or un hour of the 1nc1oJent occurring, and therefore it is in o place whe1•e the mortal' is all over and where poopls are covored i n dust by reason or the ' plume' - a$ the dust cloud is called - vhich rises as the bomb 
has fallen. The Incident Inquiry ~oint is the focal point where all inf'onnation is collected and from which all enquiries 
are answered. That 18 to· say, 1uned1ately lists are made both ot wounded, dead, as they are known throueh the 1nortuar1es or hosp1 tsls, people who have been sent to rest centres ot· people 
in the first aid posts, surfe r inll frou shock, &llcl so 011 and eo forth . And 88 OT.en rush hane from their work, or cooe l\ome in the evening fron work, 88 mothers coone back rroo•• their chopp1ng 
to find out whet has happened to their children, the answer is given to tho on from the Inc i dent Int!Uiry Folnt , ond instead of 
a lot of rurnoura being s1ven, actual facts are verified and the 
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ana\lor 111 !llven on th~ spot, und in thut IIUJ (180~ole Ul'e lutlped 
b;: 1tno·11ne; the tt•uth strai(;ht orr ftlld IIOt ._atUne 8 lot or ' 

_ · ·-~rbleC _accounts, nh1ch i s uauall~' f:6>HH,8l i 11 vhttt r·eeh' ttfhh s ,._. '~cs ~o.t· l t sonobo«l,.' 1:1 1:-ut an·1 . ()i' cnurOd there 1:. ovoP;J \.:. sort omd lcind of' pathetic lH tlu oct:u,·r e nce , cmd .. 111aya t he 1'6 
i s every sort or conf usion \/hen o vEtl~~'Ont31 \tOHtR t.o kno•1 whe1,e 
thelt• olnio~r..ls are , 11:1at the:; nhould d o 11Lout t.heir val uableo , 
110.1 tile~· shoul<t , ove t:1eir fur.>ittll'e , on•l nl1 tl.u ten thOUil&nd 
G111J little thint:o thnt n9:lol ..10 • ucl, to tho uc tu~l ""rtlcipnnt gntl .,,.~ uo d1ff1cul t to di,.dntuntle . 

'>'here i o the uouol crop o• u tot•ios , oi' cour ue , i>~ ··~c~rd to 
doodle-l.>U£6 . 1 nu~t uay l thinl: alr.~ost t t.c J'pnn i dst 11ua ono 
tha t hO J1pened t o 1.1e - I c ot into "1.:' ot'fico V•l l";' ea .'lj' one <lo;.o 
~nd the charwoman hadn ' t finit~hed cleanint:, und I sold to he r in 
a chee r1'ul way "Well I ' '" · Fain , 11hut do you thin!: of the doodle­bU6'1 • uhe lookod ot r.e qui to ooleruJly end said "! don't care 
for t hem oouch, there i 8 nothint. individual obou• tl.e .. o like the 
old bocnbs , is thore·t" I 11uot 110~· , ;>ersonal,l:t I should t h ink 
there waa 8 e re8t de&.l o!' i ndi v1ana l1 t~· al>ollt the: , uut tl od 1.1e1•e tac t tho.t people can ude tl tehl co1d nc and ao~ \thore thf'l!' f;O, on<i 
~al:c cove r in t i me , oeom1.1 t o 1Ut lco t.he11 l eso 01' ,; 't)<': !'llonal 
contl'1 'uution ' t o the ir n ind DU f'a:.~ ~~.w I cun tud~e out . 

Th" doodl.,- bU£8 hav e beon the n oot \IOnaerful introducer ot' 
.the Anerican G. l. to the ?.rit1sh populace . '.'toe C . I. ioas been 
•lui to s~lendid in the way he hoo l'llshed l'Ol'IIUI'ri to tJ•.t lllld l.el l) , 
disentomb vic t ims ond do all thnt 1. a poasihl~ on the svot , ancl 
ar;ain end acain one finda tho11 wor lcinc revo riohly and r:ith ao 
·1uch real 1 nte rea t ond und• rstanding. •:hey have , .or c om•3e , 
thoMsolvee part1c1poted in t h<:t t ... ouble , 31\d 1 th\n!: thot it hs~ 
dr t1an both y our people und ::>Ul'U vel'~' c'i-~ ~.o, nther to hhllro the 
38MO t-rouble , tho su tc approl~onG1on cud , u\..ove oll , tl,u S~l\9 
;iol!os . 

'rhe evacua tion too:c plac" v.•r:.o ce r td'ull :• ancl ti clil:• , ond it 
ls oxt )•uordi na r y how t he o~con•l ti 1 1~ ullythin i o done , hovin£; 
flueteN>d everyone the fi r st tine , there io re .. 11:; no f lus t e r or 
dislocation . I 11\lat say , I 1'1118 endlessl" ;•roucl 01' the •tal' :.v . .;, 
played their part , :md the \/a:· they worked dor ona nitht to cet things going on eaey methods, oo th!lt there should be no disloca­
tion ond no d i fficulties tho other end. /,u .•:>U kno::, OUI' people 
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do 8 greet part OJ' the billetill(i' and a tl'OIItQnriOHb lot OJ' the 
11elJ'ore in r•eception ureas , •nd this hus ro~cont a vo ••y Ll'O&t 
deal of' hard wot•k, pt•uparat i on , r-.ctual wo1~:( hllcl no\t , ot CO\U'oe, 
the J'ollow-up wor k . 

,/e have hb\;1 a c;ood J'ow oaeual ties becouae uutut•ull:• our 
people are olol~kinc on the job und cannot aft'ol~d to tGIUJ: tiMe 
to loot~ a~ter t.hemaclvea tho whoio tiNe, cmd to ,·u.J.:.' too 1 •ucl. 
attention to wernlngu . Uut I "bS rathe 1• t ouchod \tluJU I 
heard thllt t '0 Old ladies had been killed in a clothint: depot, 
>7l:ose fri ends all said " '/ell o1' courae, tt.at is the tJOI·t or 
<Ieath they would hove chosen. " I tt.oucht 1t nes roth~r 
S>~eet that \7octen, who ore well ovet• G5, are anxious, 11' they 
have to die, to die on dUt!• rather than pleasnntl;r ant! 
co. U'ortabl~· in bed. 

I do wish there woro a chance ot seeinc; you R(!a1n tmcl or 
talkint; ove r so man:• thincs . It saens a Vft~- lone tl• ·e oince 
your vis it here. I expect you nt•e dreedfull~· bus:· •11th the 
election an d evor;;thina else, £.nd t!Ult ,-ou nevet· hc;vo t1:qe to 
dr""' breath . I dn wish there \/Bl' 6 a chance. of youl' &Po tting 
" re s t some time on d of apon rlinc: that r·eat over here . 

I would li !{.tJ to than!: ~'OU ve!';' I!!Uch indeed for ttll your 
kindness t o Kathleen !lolpin. :Jhe cannot sar enoueh Col• oll 
you did tor her, and all the tine you cave her, ull :,·our kin<! 
nass in allowinc: her to c<> IS not onl:• to tl.e .• 111 te ;·oiiJtt , bu t 
nlso to :lyde Park. I nevet• t•enlised that ;tou couln OHil'& eo 
r,1uch tiv.e as that to her, und I cnn assure you it '' c:e a v er·y 
<leep 111-pression on ho1~ and holpod her in nen,y •Bn;; Ol'e \/U~'O 
thon you can possibly boliove. 

t'ith ver:.l MMJ thanku, 

l ' r3 . !' . n. J!oosevel t 
'rhe lhi t e House , 
.l~>shineton, J>.c. 

~~ 
Chairman. 



Tou ••r• .-ro \ban ldnd to oable and both 
rq 1\uoband and I deeply appreaiato your tho~~C~>t.. 

I ••• &led to bno a \alit witt\ llr, \Unon\1 eho opollo ot you with av.ob. aft eotion and .no told 
.. you otten opolto of ... 

""' ••• ...,., of ro\i'htilll bcoi>l hal boon 'fory 
palntul, tor I reoUao ~11 leo\ terrible a\took 
..,., bo a~t _.. \b6n yov.r pooplo oan baar, 
Tov. will nO'for ..,_ bow •ah I ada1ro U.. way tho 
8l'1Us b pooplo and oaoh - of 70u aa 1Jld1rtdv.ala, 
""" t&oiA& horribla oondi\1- troe year to year 
ot war orUb ooaatontly inoreea1111 danaero, I reol11e 
how bard th11 winter io &olQC to bo ond it I clid not 
ha'fo ouoh faith in your abi Uty t o _, it, I ohould 
ba uro worried \ban I aa. 

1loe oaapolcn io o'fOr &Dd tho olootion bu lett 
u with • t .. UQC U..\ rq bv.a'band -ld do noWnc 
olao but run. But I euat ••1 I on'fillon tb.o problou of 
- noxt tow yearo with no iNOt joy, ftlo7 10oa to • 
auoll oppalUnclT d1t!ioult onoo, bllt oOilro&o •-
with tb.o need and I onlr b.ope that wo will all bo 
equal to - to'fOr wo oro allled upon to do, 

I 1Ull bopo t.o '" you botoro too lona. 
In tho .. an\la, rq nry boot W11b01 to you, 

AttooUonotoly, 

1be Dcwa ger J£areD1cn~u or ReadinS 
4l Tctl\111 St . 
Lend on, &!«land 

\ 

0 



.· 
TELEGRAM 

mq~ ~qi±e ~se 
~ll.1!1fin,gion 

LouooN , '/ 21 , 

f. RS [LCAIIOR RoOSEVELT: 

IJERY HC411T I CST COIIGR•IT•IL.ATI CII!l MID ALL Hl llCt;T ()f COOO ":I I S II [!l 

TO VOIJ OOTH . 

':TELLA P.tAO I NG . 

230Pti/10TH 



I ~; 
l v .' WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES 

FOR CIVIL DEFENCE 
4 I 

Pr•'dent 1 H.H , THE QUliN 

TOTHILL STREET 
LONDON 

ENGLAND. 

ChAirma~~ : Th• Oowaa.,. HAkCHIONI$1 0, llliAOING, G .. a.l. 

'\ \-,~. 
'f, 1 ~ 

Lot t er llo . 12. 

lO t h Oc tober 1944 . 

I was so delighted t o ge t your let ter or August 24t h . It 
took a long time t o x•each me , but was nevertheless very wctlcorne 
indeed. 

1'/e are so happy because the attack from fly- bombs io dying 
down end the amount we get no'il 1s so slight that there is no 
reel need t o worry, but 1t hos been hor~ible, and I for one 
have disliked 1t mox•o thnn almost anythinc l>'e h&ve lobd. It has 
seemed so 1nev1tob1e and so 1~nensely destructive of all that 
human nature haa built up in niceness and unders t anding , and the 
tragedy of seeing the small homes that have taken a whole life­
time to build, gone just in & second, gone without any chance of 
ever being replaced, is SOtne thing so hea,•tbreaking that it 
beggars description. 

I foel eo much for you in e11 the burden of a grea t national 
campaign. It must be a vex•y very heavy time, ana one which muot 
be a stt•sin, not only physically, but in evor;; othex• wey, and I 
do hope so much t hat you will have the s trength to meet it in 
every wa y and tha t you may be spared as much as possible in it. 
I know the r e is not very much that you can be spared 1n 1 t, and 
I know equally that with you r indomitable s tren£th of rn ind and 
belief, yol.f;tlll want to take what cones in that way , but those 
of us who admi re you so much wish you might be spared some of 
the blows and SCX'IO of tho burdens which are _i nevitably yours. 
·,;e naturally watch with the greatest interest fron this side, 
and as the tirno aho1•tene we listen with anxiety to every bit or 
news we can get . I wonder if ever you realise 'how much every­
body in this country listens to the Friday night cor~t oentariea? 
The y have bec~ne so nuch an inst i tution thot every single person 
tuns into th&m. I an rather sorry they have been put as late 
as half peat ten recently , eo t hat rather narrows down the 

• 
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nmnbe"' or peuple 11ho l'tll 1 1 1 a ten , bu t evau ~o L>eol'l o will stay up oca tn end again in or det• t o hdtll' whot tha t'~ 1 e ~o •ay. 

The atnosphere in this countr;.r has chonged ·1er;.r cons1derabl;t. People are reeling so much happier now that the dom._et• to their ram1ltos and to thei r homes i s 11cht ened , ond a t the sane tim~ peopl e are ree l1a i ng t ha t the st r ain , even if 1 t must go 0 11 rot• a t ime , has an end , and an end within a queotlon or r•1onths , not years. '"Ia are realising that it rneans o et•eat l>ul'Jon on us in the ~ray or re-homing people , which is goi n(J to 'be a col oassl t&ak, f'ot· the evacuees who will have to bo l..ronght home 1plbceo will have t o be found for thooe whn have lost theit• homes to live in , and thot i s goi n£ t o be the moat d i ffi cult ond the r.~ool heartbroal(ing of ell t hincs, and then there wll1 bo thd ever­
l~sting readjustment which will take time , paL! ence, I n;;enuHy and undoratandilli! as well us cornpaiiS ion and s :'lllpath. , By and la r ge , I think that tho di8clpl1n" the t so Mony people hav e had to endure , whe t her t hey wi s hed to Ol' not , wi ll have atren;;t h&n oll t loe il• churactera end modo o b~ttol' thin!: of theit• lives , but 1 think there will b3 rn9ny sd justmento YJhere pool, ] o h t•ve been transplanted into & son which bud, porh&ps, been tc.o rich or t!'lo heavy Ol' too t·estrictlu{; fot• thet1 , and tl.ose re~tljustJden tt. are always t he thines that Gover n111on ts csnnnt plun ro,• and the peopl e do not !'o t•oaee in thnir ~n t lr<~ t y . 

,le ore watchinG thlu \Tlnto~r with apprehension. •rt.e amount o!' work that will have to b<1 done , und the runount of psin tha t l.sa been caused by t he t•Ob'>t bo~>blllg, and the conse.r1uent dis­locatio" of living opaco, 18 coill L t o mean o vel'Y seveN• teet for ave t•yono . /a rooltse t hat ve r •• Cully ""cl Ol'O trylnt. t. o t•l·opaN accordingl y . ,/a &lao fool the conaerv .. tion vro~,r .. ,.,.., , whethet• of raw natel'ial or 0~ r.1a terial that can be transfon 18d, ,.,ai<a-do &nd mend , f'uel conservation , sal vage , and 011 the other th!nt;o, a,,e golnc t o be or int~noe i mpor•touca, &nrl "" are concan tt•ating on thooo as hard oo ovel· wo cru1 i<O · 

'!'his letter bl•lnt;s :;ou ny v .. ry Vo:l'Y beot ~;ood Yllehes , and 
~very hopu t hat all t!;oae thine., vhlch you .vould wish will COI"'e to pUGS , SO that ;)IOU CUll f&Ol tho rulf'il.,,on~ Of C.ll ~hO hll l'd 
IVOI.'i< YOU hav o don~ Hl l th l'OU~)l yOlll' li f o, J <JO 1'110: , y ou kn 81V ho•:r many :>f us thinlc of' you and ot: the work you hove done , uuo 

" 



.· 

y 

- z - 10 til Octol>~1· 19·1-•J . 

I 
Of the lead YOU hSV& BhO\Vll US , and h OVI t vttly •N: t.sd lll i f'd 1\0 L lllll,V 
the s tN:mg and purposeful \'Nl~' ill which ~'0\1 hHve pU.t'l:i\ltjd the 
things you thought x·i ght, but the COillLJlet<J iellol·ing of self t!Jat 
y ou have shovm in that , whi c:J1 i :~ t!.<l t..l'<'IUtuat t>i!;'•l of' [Jb LI'ioLl~m 
and all 1 t 111eans . 

Wrs . F . D. Rooseve lt, 
'rhe 1flli te P.ouse, 
'/t' "hing t on. 

Chs.1l~n~<11 . 
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Deeemb~r 2, l91J,, 

M,y dear La<!¥ Raa<lin 1 

Ure . Rooaevel~ 11Vkl oe ~ send 
you t.he encloaed ~eok tor $5.00 whloh 
io"o eont ~o herb l;ra . n!!nt_~ ... C~ 
Box 028, Ket.chWI, daho, who•• ten yea.r 
old d&"':hter uor1• ll..rie, colloc~ed it for 
th"' "Shell Ou~ Pwld ~ !ot• 111Uk tor ~he child­rerf'or-r.nguna. 

lira . lloo .. veU !ec:la you will lcmw 
t.ho proper deetiNLion tor thb ro.>noy and will 
apprecia~e iL eo ~otuoh 1t >''"' will be ~ood on~>ueh 
to eee thaL it reacnea there , 

With oYery cood wiuh , I ~~ 

Tho Da-acer U&rcnionoea 
or Roadlne. o.o.r.. 
41 Totldll Stru~ 
London. Ell&land , VDS 
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Deo-.r 2, 1944 • 

., d-.r llro . · Cbap1n1 

lire . RONnel~ liU ukod • ~ 
t.h&ak TO" 00 MWI tor 1011r letter a&>d tile 
ohook for' f5 .00 .Uoll ... oolloo~od bt 7011r 
7011111 dau&btor tor ~he •Sboll (Nt rlllld•. Sbe 
t.lllnko 1~ tine "''"t Dorio U&rie h .. dono end 
COfllr'llllotoe her. lira. aoo .. vol~ 1o oend­
illc Lhe cheok ~ Tllo 0ow&&-or k rohioMaa ot 
Roodinc, wllo it CNUrut• o! ~· w-.•a Vol­
unt&r7 Seroicea tor Civil Defonoo in London, 
ioalood1 1ilo llro. Rooooval-1. 1a oW'o will ••• 
U..t it roaohoa tho proper or eanbation. 

lira. aoo .. nlt d"J>l7 ..,....ciotoo 
~e kialnoao of )'Oil an<1 ;rour h""ha&>d in otter­
inc to ooad her pi ctW'oa of tho Navy'• lehabili­
La~ioo Pro.,.._ aL Sun Valley, Idaho, end will 
ho d.u,htod ~ hove thoa. 

Very aincoroly yo11ra, 

-
Secrotar7 t o 

lira. Rooaevelt. 

lira. 11&1no 1. Chopin 
!lox 02ll 
ltotell~a, Icl&bo. 

' 

VDS 
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Mre. P. D. Roosevelt 
\\'hi te House 
IYo.shington, 0. C: 

Oeo..r Ill's . Roosevelt: ' 

Box 02A 
Ke tehum, Ideho 
November 15, 1944, 

/iM 
"*'o;- ""If'~ 

<'.9~ 
Many times I have asked myself why do people bother you with all of their personal oroblems both major and minor but I belleve I now have the onawer. You ore the only one who really tnlces o.nd interest in oll of theso probl ems. '£hanks to your kind consideration to all of those who hnve i mposed on you in the oast I am taking the liberty of sending a small check to you in the hooe that you will see that it is forwarded to the proper source. 

C.: This money was obtained through the hard earned efforts of my ten year old daughter f or the Halloween "Shell Out Pund" 

~ I for milk for the chll dren in Elngland. One week orior to llalloweon I heard an announcement over tho r odio to the effect th~t the (\; ~children of America we ,•e fOregoing the usual "Tricks and Treat" ~ ; custom on Halloween and in its place wore collecti~ money for \;" ._\ milk for the children or !:ln'lland by saying "Sholl Out" at each .$ \ home and askin~; tor a dime donation for this worthy cause . I ' ~" spoke to Doris Msrie about it and sho thought it a ~!>lendid idea 
~ and I suggested she aek about it at school. The result being that 
'-~ the only chlld in town who observed "Shell Out" was Doris Warie. ~~ ~~ She handed me the money informtnp, me tha t sh~ knew I would send it ' in for her, I have tried from every possible aonrce "in this !"art ~ or the country to locate someone who might enli~hton me on this ~ ~ sub.lect but to date no one seoms to have ever heArd about "Shell "" Out" . Of course I could have suggested to Dorio Merle thAt she ~ \Y contribute tho money to tho Red Cross but it would not have been rair to her nor would it have been fair to those who contributed. 
~ I will ~reatly aooreciate your aRsiatance in finding the oroper Ll \ channel for thio money and in the futuro I assure you I shall not "{! be guilty of auoh e mlstake but will have the full particulars be­\! fore I make such a suggestion . 

My huRband is Ellis L. Chapin the photographer tor SUn 

1 Valley in oeaoe time aa well as during this emergency. lie has been making pictures of the Navy's Rehabilitati on Program nt this world famous peace time resort hare i n Sun Valley. Knowin~ how inter ested , '<\ you have been in the faciliti es and tho care or our boys in the ~ service I thought you might enjoy having some pictures ot the Program 
"' bore in Sun Valley, If you should like to ha ve ~~ese pictures both my husband and I will be very glad to a end them to you . 

Thank you ver y much r or your kindness and if you should desire ~he pi ctures plsaaa let u a know. Barora closi ng I mus t say how vary happy I am that Mr. Roosevelt wi ll continue aa Presi dent or the United States . 

Sincerely, , . _ 4 · 
-d..J" ~ • ..y, C-of:.4;--.:' 

I 



Deccabor l4, 19/J. . 

Dear~ Re&di.n£1 

It waa mora than kind ot yo11 
to Ill' ito about the ~:luction. l wn ;:l•d 
thoro 1a to be no chana• booa11n ot Ula 
l•lf'OCt of Our internllliOn~l r oatiol\8 and 
I aa ql11te aura that 'Ill¥ h11ab.anl1 can do 
tho "or\c r~Guir•d but I cert~nl,y hope 
that Ula nr will be onr and peace wall 
on ih fi8¥ betore auothor rou r yeo.r~ are 
ov•r• 

With many thanka tor your l etter 
and tor tho calendar vhich y011 sent me and 
with ovoey cood wioh, I am 

ktfoclion~~.te~, 

, ( 
i 
. ~ , . . / ,. (' 

'.i'h<: O..,o: tfc.!"' • • :. !· ci.i.:..n~tw 
o~· it"·nfl lJw , lt . B.L. 
·.;oJ.··n ' ·• V,:,luPL.,t·.: ..;~ ~-" -'c s 
L'O J" .. ~iv ll :~c. L'cua c 
1,1 ·:~ thill - tr"<t 
l.O!I'..:.;>r. , .n:l:.::t! . 

... 
• I I 

i 

\ ' . 
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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVIC ES 
FOR C IVIL DEFENCE 

41 TOTHILL STREET 
LONDON 

ENGLAND. 
~ t H.M. THI ClUUN 
a..JrMM 1 The o.....,. HAilCHIOHIU OP lliAOINO. O.a.a. 

SR/IIJ 14th November, 1944. 

I do want to write and tell you how delighted we ell are at tho election ot the President. We have eat with bated breath wondering, waiting and yet quite certain in ouraelvaa that it would come to paaa. I know that tor you, you muat be very worried at tha e%tra strain and the e%tr a burden , but to ua who believe ao much in hie underatanding and in hie great wisdom oulled from so much e%per iance , we ahould have felt it very, very hard and very, very worrying, it a chango had boon made at this moment - wo have relied eo much on hia jud~ent and on hie knowledge ot tho psychology ot individuals and nations, and I tor one, have always fel t that it was the sound k.nowledge ot hia which has helped eo much, not only in your affairs but in our attaira, again and again. It ia very ditticult to ait by and not eay a single word when you are longing tor a thing and to watch wi thout making any outward visible sign ot fOUr inward and very forceful . _1 teelinga, but I think it a quite fair t o ba allowed to say ~ how much we rejoice in hie e lection, and how trul y we wish you every single poaeible good wieh in t he way ot eucceaa in every undertaking, and happ1neea and health in the yeara ahead. 

I know you must have hundred• and thouaanda ot lettera and thia a t any rate, ia one that does not need anawerins, 
/but 

Mra. P, D. Rooaavelt, 
The White Houae, 
Waahinston, D. O. , U.S.A. 



1llra. p, D. Rooaevel t 

I 
2 

14th November, 1944. 

but I could not bring mys~lf to forbear from writing to you 
because I do so want you to know that your English friends 
are aending you every possible good wieh, apokan and 
UDapoken, tor etrength to undertake what must be a colossal 
burden, in the yeare aheed, and the great fulfilment or all 
that you and we eo truly believe in. 

~ r 

Chainnan 
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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES 
FOR C IVIL DEFENCE 

41 TOTHILL STREET 
LONDON 

S.W. t . 

I c /) 
I t./ (/ 

. ....., 
~~ ~'llA..~, 

I ~ Readil>i 1a ~ in India at tho -ont ao 

I .., wr1 U..na t e tho.nlc you tor your onoloaure ot t1 vo 

dollan. aont by lira. Xlaino Chapin tor the ohUdren 

ot ll:.naland. I aa wr1 tin& an a<*nowled-t to 

lira. Chapin tor her ltindneaa in oondina ua thia &1-ft. 

~~-n~, 
~ 

Head of Dop1ro and .Poreign Departmant • 

. 
liM~ Wt.lvina 'l'h011poon, 

Tbo White Houoo, 
Waahi.naton. 
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Pebrunry 26, 1?45, 

Do3rll.&d¥ Reodi.n,l I 
I wae glad to get your let tor 

and I would !)., M intero•t•d to sit down 
With you and. hoar about !nella. 

I COJ1 well i=ginc wll&t a lilillliiiif' 
breattin.r, tir.te you nr~ having wit.h re-=-ine 
re-oquippine tlie boolbetl out foullieo , I do 
not. know hots h~J:\.,U bl:>in~.;s st.rnrl &o r::.uch . 

Th~ cneualticn of the rrc~tnt 
tict>tinc are "PIJillling nnd weigh hea.vily 
on a ll o!' ue, thou;~ 1110,.t or '11!1 eoy prayere 
ot thanke every nil!llt that "" hove been 
"pu.rtod what you have conf;! t.hl·ou,:h . ' 

Tht: r toault.a o1' thu Yalta confc:rence 
were well received here on th• N;ole Wld t . .hora 
ie great intareet in t..ht: coe~.ing con.!urtmce at 
San franc! 1co. Thurc 1u Wl t~ncourttt:inp, ur.c.l 
inor1uing 1nt.t~r~~t in ~~~rlu u!l"cJ.ro which ue 
are all working hard to nurture. 

With btl at. r~lshcu 1 I a.n 

At!ectic,nut.oly, 

1'hc Jo~:acer J.lr,rchionons of i .cadin1~ 
";onen ' s Volunl,&r>J ~e:·v!~:t s l'or .;ivi 1 i1c!.'l:nce 
41 'f->~hill Stree~ 

/0{) 

London, ::r.gl n..nc! . V!,J 



Bl!/L!J 
D.9/40 1 0tt. J~>nuury , 1945. 

I y;ae 80 delighted t o find your l ettet• of llovernbet• 16 th whe n I or-rived buck ft•oo• I nd i &, and to (l'et news of y~u direct. I t is alway a s uch a very real ple asu r e and one whi<:h I pe l son ally enjoy rore than you would e ver belie v e. 

I had o moat interea tlng visit to Ind i a , and found how greatly it 18 i mpossible to mak e e ltbor t" e people thare kn ow whot I s happening hero, ot· our people he1·e know wha t is happening there. I ' rn sure that is everlastlnE.lY t he same difficulty with you r n:en overseas . The hardships 6 t a diStanc e, and espec i al ly t he distanc e in a country where there ~re v er;t few &uropean women, have to b" overcor!l&, and, tllarefore , we have agreed to sond out ·ll'vs mernbera t o the forward a reas or t he sJ>,c Comnand on o sepa rlite b asis to anythins Lh&t hac ever b een done before. 'fhese Members "ill t.e uccredl ted to t il e Col mancler-in­Chhf and 'Hil l follow behind the Arrey , oo Lhe t t het•e will alw11ys b e a cet'tsin number Of peOr;>le tO d irect the .. ct1Vlt1es of Lhe vnt"ious welfare work that ha~:S to be dono . In fact , v er;,.r much wha t y our Army hue always d one but what our• peopla have not done up to date, and I ho(,e it wtll be vet•;; ~uccessful. 
I had e very inte resting trip. I wee , a las , only 1n I ndi a three weeks but it waa a clelightfUl three weeks and 1 visited a sreat number or peo ple an d eew a great deal and was able to br1ns back a bird' a eye view of the whole s1 tu .. tion . #a h&ve ln C!'>naequence, srrsnbed to lend them key memberG oi' .NS to 

tra . F. D. Roosevelt , 
The White House, 
Washington, U. S .A. 

/ IN t!( I ndls) 



2 
Mrs. F . D. Roosevelt 

;WVS (India} to try and stimulate both their recruitmen t and 
co-ordinate th~ effort there i s locally eo tha t there should 
be a pool of volunteers instead of each undertaking 1 canaliz i ng their own vol unteers ond not using them to the 
common advantage. 

I wee immensely impressed · to see to whet an e x tent absence 
from this country meke L one see t he work t ha t has been done in 
a perspective which is valuable from an appraising point of 
view, and although I worked frightfully herd the whole time I 
was away, I really do fee l as if I have had a 1noet lovely 
hol iday of several weeka duration. I have come back with a 
difficult proposition becaue11 , or course , "e have got a very 
hard winter here with every sort and kind of complication end 
yet we want to denude ouraelves of our very beet people in order 
to make this new job go well , and lt t sn ' t because we want the 
job to go wel l but because we know the men require the help to 
s uc h a huge extent. I am very struck by the fact tha t the 
people here , although t hey are very worried ~nd although t hey 
know how hard i t is to get anything of the sort done , have 
agreed to take an e ven heaviel' responsibility in order to 
release other people to go out . 

Last Monday ~ went down to s ee a very nasty incident in 
one part of J,ondon and I was talking to some of t he old r>eopl e 
who looked dere l ict beyond words, they were crowded round a tiny 
fire, it was very cold with v el'Y heavy frost and snow outdoor$ , 
their homes had Lean smashed by one of these l ovely V' s and they 
really wel'•e in poor al)ape . I though t I' d cheer thero u p and 80 
I said to them I had just come bacK from I ndia Slod "cio you know 
there a1'e lots of eggs there'! I saw one rnan who had had 80 many 
eggs 1n two hours I don't know h ow he ate them. ·• One old lady 
l ooked a t me and she said "t;:ggs, egge - I call egtS old fashioned." 
It really does augur well fol' a WOJ1an who has notlting, who perhaps 
has not seen an egg fol' three months , to be able to call ecgs 
old-fashioned, and I ma rvelled a t he•' courage / 

/.Ve 

\ 

• 



I 
~rs . F . D. Roosevelt 30 . 1.45. 

We are workin g very hard on a rehomin·e pl'O£rsmrne and have 
so far had more then 100 railway contain ers of f urniture and 
gifts brought up f>•om the cnuntr•1. Se ere· ti ? psa11n u to l!{ery 
single a>•sa in the country that ha ah' t been bombed thia last 
year, to contribute something to the peopl e who h~ve los t t hsil' 
home s and who fin d it imposs ible to set up new ho;nes , because 

. even 11' you h a ve the money the thin gs aren't in the sho ps . 
The sche~ne 1a working extraordinarily well, with great generosity, 
end we ere finding thu t ~eople are not giv ing t heir second and 
third best Lut their really good stu ff , which I thi nk 1s a grand 
s ign of understanding but, of course , t he wloole t hin g is heart­
lJreaking and very, very heavy work iudeed . 

r do h ope I shall sae you ut no t oo t oo d i stant a dC.t o 

Chairm~n 



1 

I 

COP7 

POR crvn DZI'Eia:E 

UlllDON 
S ,lf.I. 

I~ door Llt•o , RooooYOlt: 

I h'at1tote to trouble you with oven one 
ortra letter Lilt tho Lord of Courts Council hno 
aokod mo to opprooch you oDd soy (WJOrticiolly) 
bow deeply tho1 would epproctete the honor ot en­
t&rtointna the Proat4ent or yourselt when you oCICIO 
to l!Il8lo!ld - - Aa you lmcm th• y •re tho !o::w:ost in 
llllDicipol Olrt~ orlty Of tho United KingdOD OM !'\11!11 
o rot bor opoc lol !'llnctlon 1n tho 1:18ko up ot our 
edotniatratton 1n which the J~tton or central 
log1olet1on puta • loyolty or the shoulders of local 
govornoont. I do hopo ygu •Ill keep th1o upricht 
In mind if you peea!bly eon . 

I h· vo juot ecJberked on • tour or Soot lond 
rooru1t1ng workore tor vrork I n Burma end it I a qu ito 
en onorgotio un4ortek1ng . 

(signed) 

111 th all IllY best wish• • 

Eyer youre e.ttoct 1om-tel.y 
I 

lady Roodlne 







I O'l £1V11l1 t l 14 l <tto:- at 
11rtro4ucUou to- t!i~ I~ ll<onladoy, 
.mo to I!OlQC to a.roJ)C tor the ObJola• 
tton tlol..,.,o :Jonltar. 

I bf,ye !.:noun l :toa Hornaday 
tor • loll(! tl.me. 1 w1 U epproo1Ate 
&a7\hla& ,au oen do to help bor. 

Very otnevely ycu.ru • 

I J:.A,_ /(tat.:f./ { 
~ r Moroh1oooeo ot Reod1na 

London . - ~-

~ 

I ' b 

0/h 



r 

) 

Woroh 22, 1945. 

Dear Lad¥ Readlnjjt 

Thank you tor Lhe phoLOL'I'IIPhe 

ohowinn Lh• ..,rk boillc dono by Lho w.v.s. 

I toW>d Lhoa nry inloreal ing and appr­

c14h ao 111uch your undJ.n;: l h.,. to a.. 

!!ill\ ovory good wioh, I nm 

Artoclionalol,y, 

J~vJ j,J t :, ri,,:: 1 
The Dowager Uo.reh(<l'neao of Reading ff 
.'lonen' a Volunt.ary .;ervic:es for C1v1'f llefense 
4l Tolhill Slreet 
London, ~gland. 

I 
, 

J( ) . 
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WOMEN'S VOL UNTARY SERVICES 
FOR C IVIL DEFENCE 

4 I TOTHILL STREET 
LONDON 

ENGLAND. 

,._ldeM1 H.M. THI QUliN 

Chalnnan 1 TIM Oow ... r MARCHIONUI OP RIADIHO, G.U, LITTBR N0. 16 

SR/IIJ 

I am sending you out under separate cover, 
a aet or photographs showing the work or VNS, 
Which 18 being produced by the ~iD18try or 
Inrormatton. 

I know how interested you are in the work 
undertaken by women, and I think you may be interested 
to eee 80118 or the act1 vi ties 'INS undertake , a number 
or which will I know, be ramiliar to you rrom your 
own Vieit here. 

With all beat 

Vra. P. D. aooeevelt, 
The White Houee, 
Weah1ngton D. 0., 
D.B.A. 

• 

Chairman 
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