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May 19, 1938

My dear lady Beading:

Azbassador Bingham tells us that you
are arriving om the twenty-fourth to stay with
Mizs Morgan, and that ¥ou will be here for a
few weeks. The Ambassador bimeelf will be ar-
riving about the first of June and I hope very
much that if we are still here ¥ou will come down
with the Ambassador and apend the night of the
sscond of June with us. The only difficulty is
thet a long while 8go my husband promised if
Congreas adjourned in time we would start for
Texzam on June 1, Congresa seems to show Bo eigns
of adjournment and I feel fairly sure that we will
8t1ll bs here, but I shull haye to leave it more
or less open until I can let ¥ou know definitely.
It will be a great Joy to us, however, if you
could keep this date open and we eould have the
Pleasure of Seeing you. Of course, bring your
Bald or any one you have with you.

Yery cordially Yours,

Lady Reading

¢/o Miss Anne Morgan
3 Button Place

KNew York, New York



My dear Lady Beading:

. I am bappy %0 say wa ahall be here
on Juns B and look forward ao muoh to sceing
you., WNill you be kind emough to let us know
the time of your arrival so we can have you
mat? Of course, bring your maid.

Very sincersly yours,

Lady Reading
Three Sutton Place
Hew York, New York DD
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' Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: SR N

It is indaéﬁ kind of you g
to welcome me so charmingly, and I 1
do want to thank you both for your P
very kind invitation and your lovely
flowers which I found on my arrival.

I need hardly say that I
shall be more than delighted to come
to you on the second of June, and I
shall hold myself free until I hear
from you again. I shall, if I may,
bring & mald with me.

With kindest regards,

. Yours sincerely,

L
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
;_] ﬂfﬂ
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émir Reuding
aré Hon. liorman Davis Jul 7, 1936
Lennox, Mass

President will be at Hyde Park over weekkend of 1l2th
Could you come then? I may bLe gone by l?th__

FEleanor Roosevelt
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32 Curzon Street,London.W.l.

£6th September,1936.

¢

I very foolishly have mislaid Mrs Brigden's (of the Rural

Dear Mre Schneider,

L]

‘Women of the World) address and I wondered if you would be very
o S

i
e @

kind and let me have it, rurward;néffh nelosed at the same time.

I got back yesterday and can hardly believe that my lovely

vislt to the States took place. It really gave me so much
happiness and I have learnt so much I believe 1t might rank as a

post graduate uouraa!

I suppose 1t would be idle to hope that you are all not
killing yourselves at the moment, but I do hope that the result

will Justify wyour exhaustion.

M%w&

Mrg Schneider,
Ihitn_Huuau.wanhingtnn.ﬂ.ﬂ.




Ceptember 22, 1936

4y decr Lady Reuding:

Thank you very much for
your letter. I uu so glad you
hiud sueh an intereating tris and
Suw so much of ouy country, We
ure ull looking forward with o
great deal of :lessure to your
return ind ure counting on your
letting us krow chesd of time
vhen you will be baek.

Viry cordicily yours,

Lady Reading
32 Curzon St,
London W1
England

S0
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THE COSMOPOLITAN CLUB

122 EAST 688« STREET

) | nEW YORK

; / L 16th September,1936
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Dear Mrs Roosevelt,

I cannot leave this country without writing
to thank you once more for all that you have done
for me and for all your extreme kindness. I know
I need not tell you how deeply I have appreclated
the time you have spared me and the opportunites
you have glven me of seeing s great deal I should
never have otherwise wltnessed.

Sinde I was at Hyde Park, I have done a moat
interesting trip of 10,000 milea. I went as far
Weat as Seattle coming back via FPortland,
Yellowstone Park and Chieago. This pave me a
gaplendid ogpnrtunity of seaing a different part
of the Btates to what my countrymen usually do
and I am thrilled by all I have seen and by the
strength and delightfulness of the peonle
throughout. I do net think it would surprise you
to hear thet I am golng back to England with all
my fundamental beliefs strongly recharged through
the forceful and delightful people with whom I
have come into contact.

I am a great bhelliever in Tahles and o
would like to sa ever I can be of the least
use to you, I do very sincerely hope you will
call upon me to do anything in my power. I am
afrald the next few weeks will be wvery strenuous

oneg for you and I send you and the Prdsident my
very best wishes.

A

With kind regards. E

-



November 6, 1936

Dear Lidy Reuding:

How very kiud of you
to cable your congratulations and
good wishesl The President, of
gourae, is treaendously pleused
snd heartened by the overwhelnin
vote of confidence which he ranaftad
on lovember 3d., fe are, all of us,
liowaver, thoroughly cognizant of
t?o.ﬁreat responslibllity winlch is
hila.

Lo let me snow ahoad
when you cxpeet to coma back to our
country, a3 we both went so wmuch to
gea Yyou.

Very cordlially yours,

Lady Reading
32 Curzon St.
London

Eng.



TELEGRAM

The Mite House
Bshjngton

) London Neowv, 4, 1936

Mrs Rnosevelt,
Washington .

Affecticnate congratulations and best wishes for continved

success health and harviness

Stells Reaeding.

T TES——— e



Deceaber 28, 1936

Deur Lady Recding:

Hany thurks for your Christm:s
card,

I hope you will surely let us
Enow in advance when you aure coming
back here, a3 we both cre luoxlng
forvurd to sealng you agaln.

“ith every good wish for the
Eew YBL-I‘, I am

Very cordlully yours,

Lady Readlng

2 Chesterfield St.
Mayfair W

London



To wish you a happy

Christmas and New Year
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Decenber 8, 1937

Duar Lady Readingi

T was delignted to get your letter wnd T have
been zcaning to write you of my =incére udalrution
for all you have dones I think 1t haa beon a perfectly
augnificent plece of work, :nd so seny peonle im tula
country h ve snoken to ume of how extruordinsrily well
they thing tiw women.ln your country are arganized,

Hrs. lelean was trylng to see oy sl.ter-in-lawy
uras J. R. Roosevelt, and ahe talked to we ahout 1t.
The President felt that it was souething which should
be takem up with the State Departzent cud we adve told
pry, Helesn that.

I do not think that this country is roedy for
sn orgunisation sindlar to yours. We would oot at this
tine be able to get it through Coagress ond ther. i3 no
orivate agency blg enough to do 1it, A great many
people in tida country wtlil reel secure in cur 1solation,
und until they & e shaken in that beliel, 1t woald le
difficult tc sccomplish very much.

There 1: a grest deal of notentlal strength
umong the women and T nave besn lonping to sde them
orpgunized for pouething. T £ 1 very =trongly that
we should e organised ond ready to hels shen tols wr
15 over. I have done awy best to otir neoole up to
this need, but do rot feel that T have boen very
auccessful. '

With wy best wishes to you, T ad

Vary since ely y.urg,

Lad% Reading
41 Tothill Street
London, SWL
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I do want to write and tell you how trﬂmﬂnduuﬁly
touched we have been to receive sc many tungible ;
expressisns of sympathy with us in our struggle from ;
the United States., Dozens of my own friends as well as
unknown people have written expressing sympathy und a
desire toc help and, of course, we are all thrilled by
the offers of help from the Americun Hed Cross, und what is
gven more importunt, in sugL particulur work, the oifers
of help for Civilian Casualties from the newly formed
American Society for British Meaical and Civilian aid,
of which HMr. Winthrop Aldrich is President, The announcement
in the Press qf the formation of thut Commitiee und of its
proposed activities has evoked u tremendous response here
of appreciative grautitude, and the BOghdcast whieh
¥r. Bertram Uruger, the personal representutive here of the
Americen Committee, gave both on the Home Lervice wnd Empire
Stations, was extremely good and carried the news to
millions of homes all over the British Empire.

I was interested to learn thut a Mrs Alice Mclean was
going to see you at Hyde Park. She very kindly gave a great
deal of help to W.V.S5. while she was over here, und is now
anxious,not only to organise help for Frunce, and more
eﬂpecially Britain, which naturally would be extraordinarily
welcome, but also wishes to form & similar Organisaticn
in the United States. Naturally I have cbserved the
greatest circumfigection in uny comments I have made on this
project, Obviéusly we should be daligﬂta& if a similaer
Organisation were formed in America,

I realise it would not be for me ta give it any support or
encouragement, and I am quite sure that if it is to be a
success it must be an entirely spontaneous movement among
large numbers of American women themselves.

t equally obviously

g%ﬁf? r( i :I = Ny
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I have not met Mre McLean and so have not the least
idea whether she is the right person to organise such &
movement on nationwide and truly demoeratiec lines founded
on the great ideal of common service which is its whole
inapiration.

I do hope both you and the President are keeping well
in these times, which for you, as for us, ure =so
particularly arducus and trying.

With all my wvery best of good wishes. -

CEIECN

Mrs Eleanor HRoosevaelt,
The White House, Washington,

e = ¥ e e =



AMERICAN |
WOMENS VOLUNTARY SERVICES

December 22, lboY

irs. Frunklin D, Roosevelt,
The White louse,
Washington, D.C.

My dear irs. Roosevelb:

After senwding My, Luey'ls ll.-_.'LLl:.LE with 1
my own, regaldlipg American Women's Voluntoly |
Services, to Mrs., J. Roosevelt Roosevelt, in
the hope that she woula be so Kind as to hand
them to The President, I received the enclosed
letter from Lady Heeding, which was, of course,
written at the time when I had exjpected to go
to stop with Mrs, Roosevelt ut "The Red House",

1 do so hope that if The President is kind enough
to see me, you will be there too. For ulthough

I feel that the Baptism of this orgauization
should come from the Chief Executive, it is ulter
all a Woman's Organizetion aud I feel certain thst
your interest in it will be =5 great as Ledy Head-
ing's and mine., You, of course, wwerstund thut
this is not a war time Organization, but un all
time Organization.

I am enclosing some of the first bits
of printed matter, which should show the purpose
of the Organization's attempt to stimulate the
Tomen of the United Stutes to help co-ordinate
their very great strength in an effort to wain-
tain and glorify the Great Spirit of Democracy
which exists by right of birth in this our Country.

Sincerely yours,

V% ™




WOMENS VOLUNTARY SERVICES
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE

4| TOTHILL STREET
LONDOM

S.W. 1
WHI 7383 lat December,l949.

bye/20
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I em indeed most delighted to hear of the wonderful
guccess you are having in the United States and how much
the fundamental ideas of the V/.V.S, are appealing to women
in your country.

We have borrowed so very much from you in the way of
Voluntary Orgenisations - things like ltotary, Inner Wheel,
Soroptomists etc., which have grown to te of immense value
in our nationsllife, and it will naturally glve the greatest
pleasure to me and to our Organisation here if you were 1o
borrow the general idea of our Orgenisation and found something

gimilar in America.

I hope very much’ indeed that you will Le able to come
over to Europe before long and discuss the whole position
with us. You will, I um sure, realise that although I am
more thrilled than I cun say at what you have been doing,I
cannot possibly, as a British Subject, tuxe any official
action in support of your Orgenisation., It mast obviously
be & completely spontaneous growth among American women,

We shall I need hardly say be delighted to receive any help
which you will be able to give us und you know how desply
appreciative we are of your generous wish to help, and in
that connection may I say how particularly anxious we ure to
build up a good reserve which will be so badly needed during
the time heavy Civilien casualties occur.

From your own point of view I feel that the nationwide
democratie Organisation on W.V,S5. lines would have the most
irmense value as & ungifying influence in America, &8 it hes
already had in this country.

I was so very interested to learn from your cable that
you were golng to stay at Hyde Park, Mrs Hoosevelt is a very
good friend of mine, and I chall look forward with great
interest to hear what her feeling is on this project of
gtarting a W.V.5. in the states.



2.

I was so very sorry that I did not feel able to carry
out your suggestion of asking Mr., Kennedy to bring back a
copy of your proposed charter. From the point of view of
AMERICAN neutrality I think it is most important that a
person like myself, who is the head of an Organisation,
which though entirely vpluntary recelves Government
gncouragement ghould not at this moment appear to have any
open connection with any Organisation which ie set up
nationally in the United States.

I am most eagerly looking forward to meeting you and
‘disguseing all these problems with you. I hope B0 Very
mach that you may find it possible to come over, thomgh

- I realise to the full what an enormous adventure it would
pe for you to undertake, and the meny risks gttendant

on it.
With all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

—

Chairman.

Mre Alice McLean,

Barclay Hotel,
Lexington Avenue,New York.

o ————



Dear Lady Reading:

I was glad to receive your card of
greetings for Christass and the Mes Year and
aporeciated your thought of me.

¥ith my thanka snd with every
good wish to you, T am

Very sincerely yours,

The Dowager Marchioness of Reading
2 Chesterfield St.

Mayfair W

London

England




Decesber 28, 1 M0

Lear Lady Reading:

Itwae indead good of you to write
add I was so happy to hear from you, I can
well imagine what daye you wre living through
.and I never belleved that people could have
the knd of spirit which the English have deweloped
under this extraordinary test, All T can do is
to say that my hat is off to you and that I
pray daily you may be successful,

¥e w.ll welcome you with open arms
sny tims you do come over here.

Cordially yours,

Lady Reading \
Women's Voluntary Services
41 tothill St,
London,S.W.1

Eng.
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LONDON
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I know you must have been besieged with letters but I
hope by the time you receive this you will be slightly
rested after the arduous campaign that has been yours. I do
want to send you my congratulations and pood wishes. You
will be amused to hear that, although I am not a betting woman,
I made a lot of money over your vietory beceause I backed the
President from thé start and every time anycne had any doubt
I doubled the stakesil:

We are having a very energetic time over here, not the
least of which is locking ashead sufficiently to prepare in
time for the months that are coming. I, personally, am quite
convinced that the worst time from our point of view will
e .these next months when weather malkes endurance a harder
test than in finer days.

You would be astonished to see London again; everywhers
there are trsces of the enemy's passage and everywhere thaet
curious thing, improvisation, has come in to help the need.
Maybe it is the way the windows are patched up because plass
is difficult to get; maybe the manner in which people have
started to live on the ground floor and in the basement -
quite often the way one sleeps oneself with & table over one's
head, It is fantastically ridiculous and we shall be eble to
1ook back with lsughter when it is all over. ‘whet we had all
anticipated with doubt has actually come up to the seratch well
and essentiasl services are repairasd with a rapidity that is
quite sstonishing. Fallure of gpas is a serious thing vhenever
it occurs because people sre so dependent on it for cooking
that it completely immobiliees & household. In order to meet
this, we have had to set up comrmunal kitchens as the failure
gecurs., I wish you could see how funny it is when you go to
heve your hair washed and the heatinp system has been disturbed
and tne hairdresser has to wash your hair with a milk Jug full

of water, being very careful of it.




Je have Bo often snoken of the spirit of tlie people
but to wateh it insnires one with & deep and slmost spiritual
admiration for en endurance which recopnises no perscnal pain
but only netional tradition and obligation.

T am still looking forward to my visit to the United !

states. I was planning to come over when the Home Secretary
asked me to start this piece of work and then I picked my sailing
detes for last October thinking that the organisation was far
enough forward to be left for six weeks; now I am promising
myself a visit when the war is over. -

Yoo

Chairman.

Mps Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House, '
Washington.D.C.

=~




WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE

41 TOTHILL STREET
LONDON ./
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SR/MB 15th Janusry, 1941,
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I am so ashamed ‘not having written to you some time
ago to thank you for your letler about Princess Tghai,
but I remlisea that you were so snowed under with every
sort of commltment ut this purticulsr moment that you
would probably be grateful for the lightening of your
poBthug,

I cannot tell you how happy we all are Uy the strength
which comes to us dailly and the support generuted from
the White House. The need for such stimulution is of course
self-evident, The cournge shown by both men und women
and indeed even the children of this country hus been
stupendous, for a4 glance at the map might be dispiriting
were it nut-far the knowledge of the wondertul uaaiutunce
and auppurt we are getting from you.

The wnrk of my own organisution goes sheut fast.
We have of course got an imzense umount of werk to do. We
have 97,000 workers on evacuwntion serd ves ulone and with
the heavy blitzing of congested areus, there are day to day
problems guite apart from the replucement of thousands
killed on the Jjob,. The work &s you cun imagine is tiring
and exhausting but the more so, the more wonderiul the
response, 0On the other hund the women working are ol course
always e ople who have some personul responsibility ana
‘the dual call mede upon them is u heavy burden to bLear,
I am stuggered from duy to day to see the wuy they respond to
the calls made not only on their endurwnce but on their
courage. There is no difrerence between the young ani old
and the rich und poor except that the poor huve sp much
more to loee, We are all leurning un immense lesson from
them and proud to be able to serve shoulder to shoulder
with them,




£

1 ho wish it were posuible to come to nmerica on

4 visit - that I am airuiu will only be posuible efter

this War has Deem WON.
. nt wit all good

-

with kindest reguras Lo the Presiue
wishes to you both for 1941.

Chedrman.

Mrs Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington.
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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE
41 TOTHILL STREET

LONDON
S.W.1
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David Bruce is leaving by air on Monday so I am sending this letter
by him. I was so sorry it was impossible to s+e Mr. Hopkins again as I

was very anxious to give him a.ddi.t.ioml information en W,.V.5. in case you
should be intercated in it.

17th Pebruary, 1841,

I am enclosing herewith a note which rather elsborates the information
I have already sent over via our Embassy, but if there is anything further
that you would liks to have I should be only too deliphted to supply it
immediately. I imagine you would like it aent over in your Embassy bag.

We have found quite definitely there is an immense value in having
an all embracing organisation so that voluntary work can contribute
continuity of service, ' In saying this I mean that organisations under
the umbrella of W,V.5. can carry out specific tasks in their corporate
capacity thus strengthening their own organisation without lessening the
contribution they have to make. Our exparience haa been that there io
real difficulty in orpanisations undertsking to do o specific task every
day of the week, but they can wery easily undertake Lo do il cne or two
or even three days and consequently if' they are strengthened by heving
the responsibility of the otlier days taken of{' them, they can do a far
better piece of work.

Our real difficulty right through ha: beer. the Municipal Authority
which is charged with the responaibility of Civil Defence work, This
responaibility has meant that a poor Municipal Autiority has shelved its
cbligations to the last moment and has never welcomed co-operation., I
very much doubt whether the pattern of W.V.5. could be copied from this
angle because of the need to dovetail into whoever is the responsible
Authority for Civil Defence work.

I have seen Dr. Martha Elliott and am sceing her again tomorrow and
we are endeavouring to show her sll the practical work and make her aware
of all the difficulties which arise in such practical work, so as to be of

- real halp to her.

I wish it were possible to show you how deeply we value all the
wonderful assistance we are petting fram the United States anu the moral

/atrength



strength your belief in us is giving us, Everyone of us,who is a
reaponsible person Irulinua to the full what our own atrain is likely
to be, We are all convinced that we shall win. We know that the price

may be high and beggars description but we are confiuent that you will do
all you can to help us so that soms afuama.:ruuniw to earry on the’

trmtim for wihich all of us are ready to die.

) S

Chairman.

Mra. Fﬁmiﬂ- D. Rooaevelt,
White House,
Washington. D.C.



My dear lady Redding:

I am more than grateful for your
letter and very much interested in your
memorandum. AS soon as something is really
done by the women in this country, I will
keep you ln touch with it and get all the
advice I can froxz jyou.

Very alncerely yours,

Lady Stelle Reading

Women's Voluntary services for Divil Defence
L1 Tothill Street

London, S5.W.1

England

oD
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I find it difficult to tell you enough how tremendously we are
locking to you and to the President at this moment and how deaply
thankful and grateful we are for the immense help Loth moral and
physical which is pouring ocut to us fram the Unlted Stgtes., It ia
dus to this that the most owrdious spirit of calm reigns here despite
the grave news from Greece and other quarters and the widespread
havoc resulting from the serious raids of these last weeka, This
apirit is curious in that although the British people have always bsen
able to face up to bad news and grim events it is their natural
tendency to grumble and lock on the dark side, at any rate in their
conversation and coments, but now it is no exaggeration to say that
the man in the strest has such firm and complete faith in the finsl
outcome and is so stimulated and heartened by news from the United
States that he has been able to overcome his time-old prerogative and
is cheerful at the same tims thet he maintains such celmness and
gourage, Thia is achieved on suc a national scale that the combined
efi'ect im very great and remarkable to see and feel. While there are
atill differences of opinion and freedom of speech is exercised to
the full, the discord is usually over minor matters of administration,
andl T think it must be almoat unigue for any country to be so
completely and veluntarily united. The Prime Miniaster's speech on
Sunday gave very real expression to our feeling hers and epitomized
our outlook at the present time, especially with regard to ths
United States and all you are doing.

Your lives must be very full and for months pashk you must have
been working at very full pressure - though I cannot think of the time
when you were not doing so - whenever cur people tell of cramuing
things into a day, I try to Lell them what you manege to get into the
twentyfouwr hours. It is almoat a relief in a way for ua to be able to
see immediate results from the work we do. I try to concentrate at the

same time on laying plans for the future, for all aleng it haa been

Jour

g
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our particular strength, in this organication, that we have been prepared
in sdvance to meet situations as they arise and to train our meumbers to
be prepared to mest the difficulties and problems which may eventuatae,

Thara is no doubt that much suffering has been avoided as a result
of this, for however willing people may be to undertaks work, unless
they have soma idea shead of what thay are to expecl anl »hat nssistance
they may cell on, they cannot agt when the time comss as efficliently as
they would like to. In towns which have besn heswvily raided our Centre
Leaders have shown an extraoriinary strength and resclution in tha
execution of thelr work and have achieved wery great succesa entirely
through results of work undertaken by their owa inltiative and drive,

I was very interested the other day when I had the 96 London Centre
Leadera to lunch with ne in three relays. Looldng round the room, I
think every type must have been represented and sach in her own way was
sure of her position wnd lmew she could count on the Local Authority
backing her judgement., OSooe of them were smert and well turned out,
others were rather shabby looking and desaperstely hard worldng - yet
our uniform was & great equalising Cactor and one was able to assess
each Leader at her own welue, All of these vomen have learnt through
experience the intricacies of local povernment adminisiration and haa
in her own way mastered the difficulties with which she has to deal.
4t the end of the war thHere will bs a largs nuwiber of women available
and interestead who will carry on work in coanection with their locel
government and this will result in greatly improved administration for
it is only too well-lmown that during thess past yesrs there have been
serious short-comings in this line of country. HNot only have they
leernt the intricacies of Lhe work entailed, but they have had dealings
with people of every type and have had to cope with every kind of
personal and municipal problem and difficulty,all of which are, of
course, rendered very much more acute as a rauult of the war. Their
ayes have tharefors been opened to the intereating but specialined
branch of work in this connection too.

I was soused to read in a report that in one town a laundry for
evacuated women has been opened in part of the Tovm Hall; end not only
that, but garments may be dried overnight on the radiators! The
sanctum of the Mayor and Corporation having been taken by atorm in
such & fashion, is surely a atraw in the windi

Our particular thanks are dus to the American Hed Cross for the
trust placed in us and the help we have been given which have enabled

us to implement so many of the measures which were obwviocusly necessary
but which could net otherwise have been carried out.

The latest da'v-elupwnt in this diresction is the opening of yet more

SHar
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Wer Nurseries by the generous gift of £70,000 through the Junior Branch.

' The enormous guantity of clothing and other supplies sent to us stream
in regularly and we depend on them in an ever growing degree and know
that we shall not be failed, 3o many other items are covered by the
American Red Cross such s mobile canteens, utility-waggons, vans, food
atores, such as powdered chocolate, milk, etc. and in fact wherever one
logks or in whatever distress one may ba it seems there is always some
form of gift from the american Red Cross to meet the situatien. Other
American organisations have been very gensrous to us, but for the sake
of preventing overlapping we are oconcentrating on ecentrelising our
requests through the American Red Crosds so that there shall be no
wastage of the very precicus shippind space available.

Unfortunately our newspapers are 80 restricted for space that
apart from day-to-day war newsa, there ia very little space available
for all the reports and comuents we should like to read of your
antivities, but even then I have noticed more and mors that all the
available columns are devoted to news from the U,5.i., and this is &
very real indication of the growing intersst of the British public
in United States affairs.

We Ynow so well from our own experience the very great difficulties
thers sre in switching industry to a new programms and I think it is
true to say that there is heartfelt sympathy among all types for the
difficulties in this comnection through which you must be passing. -

Y

We are all delighted with Mr, and Mrs. Winsnt - those of us who L
Jnow them trust them profoundly as well as liking them immensely ,' 'y
individually - but the Ambasasdor's great conquest is the man in tha |
street who has magnetically realised the sincerity and simplicity |

which are his atrengtha. ~

Mra. Franklin D. Roossvelt,
The White House,
Washington. D.C.
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With the Compliments
c¢ the Overseas Department,

""\ Copy of letter sent
(f ten days ago.

"WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES
far CIVIL DEFENCE.
41, Tothill Street,
Westminster,
London, 5.W.1.
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I an senfing yom 0 eopy f our bLaolet "Commnity
Fesding in ‘ar Tinme” wh' h T think you vy Tind irtarecting.
This ia the goemnd sdition wad T 4hin% o neiy clat that
it 18 reclly armprehencivy: 1 that 1t 1c¢ b ¢=@ s oup
practical exparience of the len® year @uring-which tize ve
have opsned comrmnel feedinp centree of many diffcront kinds
throughout the country snd in e dodng Love ¢wne up cpoln. b

' every concelvatle di“fleoult; end vrotla . o hove token
intn ncensunt =11 sueh . ueatisns we food rationing, salvage
of waste, esconory of ;oo end fuel und «ther steh Foetoru.
In many plecee cent.ies have becn run for anme tirme Ly women
who have had 1ittle or no provinun ex erienca vhereas in
othars trained workers heve plven of the best of thalr
knowledpe and experlience Bo thnt we fee? overy side of the
queation has been Lrought ints necramt. T: 45 . uite urobable
that as time goes on end vhen the wir rsids re*urn to us with
reneved intenaity thet corpunal fending will becnra nart
of all of our lives.

I en vary much lecking forward to seeing !ro Dwight
Davis, Nircctor of the frerican lied Cross Voluntoer (ervices
when she arrivee in this emuntry co T hope io bLe gbhle to show
her the full :@asure of our pratitucfe over heve for the hLelp
which we have bean receiving so repulerly and in such
trerendous guantities end for which we find 1% so di“ficult

B



to thank all the penerous acnors throushont the nited
ttates edequately vhen latier writing is our nmly manne,

Thie Lrings you our vary bagt wiohes and kindeat
regards.

Chal rman.

ilrs ¥.D. Hoosevelt,
The yhite Houue,
weaehington.TeCa
Ualishra
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Lady Reading's letter sent to Layor LaGuardia. 8/9/41

August 9, 1941. {“*”0 )

/

My dear Lady Reading: |

I was iore then glad to get
your letter, I upprociate so much all
that you tell me sbout rour work, and
your letters ere of prest help to the
prople who are working oo our eivilian
defence hure.

I have beard confidentlally
that you msy be coning over here, and
I bope of course, i you do coxme, that
you wlll stay with us.

I saw & statement in the papers
that I was going to London, I do not
sxpact Lo go as there does rot sesa to
be anything useful for me to do, and this
is no time to add to the burdens of

England unnsasssarily.
Very eincersly yours,

v

Lady Stelle Reading

women's Voluntary Scrvices for Civil liefense
L1 Tothill street

london, S« W. 1

¥ngland



WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE
41 TOTHILL STREET ,%“1"
LONDON
SW.1.

AIR MATL

17th September, 1941l.

i

I was delighted to get your letter of August 9th and
your very kind invitation to stay with you if I come to the
United S8tates. I know I need not tell you how much I
should value such & visit but at the moment it is difficult
for me to fix anything definite either in regard to a dats
or plans until we know & little more what is 1likely to
eventuate during the coming months. A4As you will readily
appreciate I should be very loth to absent myself from the
country during a period of attmck &snd now that cur workers
number close on & million there are, of course, many guestions
which have to be decided which it would be dirficult to do without
full knowledge of the situatien. It is for this resson that
I am delaying coming to & conclusion but I must edmit whenever
I want to enjoy myself I think of and plan a visit to your
wonderful country!

we have had many rumours thet you are coming over here and
I, perascnally, have always been delighted at the thought. I am
very sad to see from yolur letter that you do not contemplate
8 visit. I have always sald what an immense help it would
be to us but on the other hand I have always reslised what &
toll it would be on you and how extrerely difficult it would be
for you to leave the Imited States at this time. I do hope

you will let me know if there is anything at all ‘that I can (.
do in the way of sending you information or help in regard to LAY
Civil Lefence. “";F{r“::

We have in this country discovered a very curious situation f
which is that however much governmental authority works out a
framework it is always neccssary to have cement to weld together
the stones of legislation and fi1l in the interstices which have
been left empty. I belisve that is where our organisstion has



i Lean more use thap anything elue, | | ’ ;
With very kindest regards to yoursel!l' and the I'resident.

s

; :
; \‘4“\’ e BRE o I:'b' Ll N

o ) | P :

\()n{)ﬁ’w

Chairman.

lire Franklin D. Rnusev&lt, /
The .hite House,
Washington.
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Copy of letter sent
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WOMEN'S VOLIMTARY SERVIGES
for CIVIL DEFENCE,
h1, Tothill Street,
Westminster,
. London., S.W.1.



October 7, 1941

Dear Lady Reading:

I wan ro gled %0 get your letter
and while I realiss your uowlillingness to
leave, I should be delightsd to weleome
you hare.

It is pure rumor that I sa coming
to England - [ have naver basa asied and

Lady Stelle Reading

Women's Voluntary Services for Civil Defenss

41 Tothill Strest
London, 8.W.1 England

MCT/cah



THE WHITE HOUSE
WAGHINGTON

October 4, 1941

Deer Lady Reading:

I was so gled to get your letter
and while I realize your unwillingness to
leave, I should be delighted to welcome
you here.

It ia pure rumor thet I am
coming to Englend - I have never been
asked and have no idea of anything I
could do except add to /th;_l:rumuna.

I em trying to organize our vol-
unteers over here, The program wes not
developing very rapidly and after much
urging I decided to do what I could., We
bave an emazing reservoir of wvolunteera
ready and willing, The difficulty has been
in organizing the Washington office so it
would be able to react down into the local
communitiea end into our rural areas., I
th.tnk Wa ATa utming, Evan gua-leedebiamtse

3 nauaa he bruught. out |
Wﬁrwm 795,
Meny thanks and ell good wishea,.

- Very sincerely yours,

- s 7
X /r' ! e ﬁ'--t'r//

- L lest £|(1 ¥
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President 1 H.M. THE QUEEN X e &
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SRAVS

A
We nare always having wonderful Cifts fent to us from
the nited dtates and words are permanently failing e in my
attempts to write and thank for vhat we are pattine. As I sit
dictating to vou I look out on to miined houses which were
bombed last autwm and I watch balloons being lowsred and
pushed un frow I imapgine an exercise woint of view.

#e have got o accustorned to wer sud to carrying out
duties Civil Defence entail on us, things which a year ugo
seemed (ueer now sesm 80 normal we hardly see thern, but the
ons thing to which we cannot accustor ourselves is the
wonderful renerosity which is always flowing to us from the
United States. It is far this reason thet T am venturing
to send you,under sepuarate ,cover,a rup made out of old gtockings
and ravelliigu!j!It does nat souhd a very nice present but
if you have time to look at it I think you will see how
ingenious war is making us anéd how thrifty we have beconme.
This particular rug was rade by one of 'mir /,V.3. Centres in
Cheshire and I thnught it so clever that it is beinp coried
throughout the country and will no doubt szoon becore &
"standurd pattern."

The last months have besan apent in constant reviewinp and
tidying up and preparing. No-one has had more than s waeks
leave and everyone has been working at full strength in order
to be ready to face the next onalaught and ,looking beck over
the last year I think we have moved many years forwsrd not
only in preparationof Civil Defence but alsn in national
8ncial services and for this only the indivicduel eontribution



2.
of euch citizen can be praised. The country is stolid and
soll ready to face whatever comes withh <he assurance thnt we
now work not only on an orpgenieed basis byt a@s a practiapd
tear.

I do hope you will like the rup and will not think it
very foolish of me to send it to you.

-

o
Wg Aoa— 5“""‘—"""‘"‘“’”&

mmi ,

Chairman.

Mrs F.D. Roosevelt,
White House,

Washinpgton.D.C.

U.8.A.
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A f11m has been tuken of B Vo ty of the mctivities
of W.,V.8. and if there should
gee it, I do so hope you lay h
of course, not put in it spll th
pefence work begcsuse theyfure n
feel theat Clvil Defence whrk 1

e an Jwportunity for you to
a look at it. tre have,
ugjor sides of Civil
¢« 2o well knovm, but we do
nbaolutely impossilkle to
hendle unless nll the ago cillnry things are nleso dealt
with and this is threﬂh\%grgu body of women orgenised on
this busis is so magnificeént, The BLritish Library of
Informntion nre 1 ggggznuiﬂn of the first copy of the
film which hne b Ge over, nnd they would, of course,
love to send 14 t ou for you to look at it 1f you would
gare Tor them t»do“so., I know what on interest you take

in Civil De nd & believe that you would Tind in
practice B as we hnve done, that thoae who leglelute
beforeh ink of all the big things ond ignore the

vital imp ce of food, hot drinks #nd the incidentils
for which nd-one celeulstes, It took me & long time to
convinece people thut in fact men snd wonen working on Civil
pefence would need to Le fed on the spot ~nd thet 1t

would be necessary to wmnke provision for leeding thea in
gpite of the fact thut they were working from theilr own
home bases, The problen viewed chead 1s rlvnys 80 different
from the problem viewed it the moment /o my experience of
the lnet three yenrs hns tought we inerencingly to velue
nll the practiecnl suggestions thet woasn vho sectually do
the worlk cun mnke in order to curry nomnality through ve
far as possible.

I have been having many tnlke with Xr. Rifohnra allen
/whi



who is just flying back to Lashington wnd I nn vuite sure
that the Americsn Red Cross 18 imaensely lucky in having
him snd his wisdom nnd undeistanding. He haa seen many
things and has appeaised a 'reat deul or the worth while
work which 1s being done unc I do hope you will hive an
opoortunity of discusping metisrs witl: him, o)

e T
O (L

Chairmen,

Mre. Pranklin D. koosevelt,
The White House, T
'I.J&B‘hingtﬂih _D-co



April 8, 1942

Dear Lady Reading:

The bocklet for the Housewivea'
Service is excallent and the Quartarly FReport
of the London Regicnal Department is most
intaresting. I am giving them both to ocur
Offios of Civilian Defense, for they contain
auch uwseful informaticn for ws,

I am always glad to haar from you
and to have any reports, for we have much to
lsarn from your sxperience in England.

With my warm regards and my best
wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

The Marchioness of Reading

#emen's Voluntary Services
41 Tothill Street
London, Eng.

“ent to Jonathan
Manirls



Lady Reading's letter of lay 13, 1942 sent to Jonathan Daniels,

in the Ofrice of Civilian Wefense.

July 2, 1942.

Dear Lady Eeading:

Thank you so much for your
interesting letter of uay 13th, and
sspecially for what you ssy aboat the
boya ycu met in our camps in Northern
Ireland.

With my warm pegurds and wy
beat wishes, I aa

Sinﬁ!ﬂlf yours,

The Marchioness of Heading
Women's Voluntary Services
for Civil Defense

41 Tothill Strest

london, England.

100

VD3



Septamber 9, 1942

My dear Mr. Minister:

Thie is just a note to tell you
how much I enjoysd meeting the representa-
tive of your country who attended the
Student Assembly, hald under the auspices
of the United States Coomittee of the
International Student Service.

I hope from the reports which
you have received that you feel as I do,
that this Asseably was wortiwhile. Tha
decleion to continue its fxistence, seems
to m to point to cne of the ways ln which
we can achieve international understanding
and eocopearation.

I, as a mashsr of the exscutive
comaittes of the International Student
Servioce, am very appreclative of your cc—
operation

Very sincsraly yours,
ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

| |
The Honorable Adrian #lani:wu
The Minlster of Cuatemala
1614 18th Strest

er
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i MR

Now that you have got back and are Just as engulfed as
ever in work, but at any rate have got over the flight I hope,
I do want to write and tell you how tremendously succeasful
every minute of the trip over here was, and how much we one and
all of us enjoyed having Mrs. Roosevelt with us, and how much I
peraonally enjoyed having the opportunity of renewing my scguain-
tanceship with you and, I hopad,ﬁﬂ!ﬂhﬂg a real friendship.
wwhen one works with people one realises to the full the true
value of them, and I have noticed so many things FHeeb—T—teesni
- 8o many things of the strength of not doing rather than ths
strength of doing, which is so much more difficult - that I feel
I learnt a great deal during the time I had the pleasure of

geaing you.

I do want to thank you so much for returning the bock§ and
also for the two bottles of honey which ceme with it. I do not
know whether it was o mistake or not, but I have greedily used
them with mueh satisfaction.

My only regret is that we should have tired you out so
much. The weather was certainly unkind, and your cough didn't
help you much, but I do hope you have taken baclk with you to
America & real sense of liow thrilled we sll were to have you,
not only those of us who love America, but those wheo hardly
know her, who know of and have concelved an admiration and
affection for her, end who certainly held out both hands with
all their heart to Mrs. Roosevelt in her trip over here.

There have been a lot of the meost enthusisstic messages
avarywhare. Lote of people telling of how thrilled they were,
lots of people telling that the greatest day in their life was



d0th November 194Z.

the day when they had an opportunity of meeting Mrs. Roosevslt.
guite a 1ot of people saying they saw her, who never saw her,

Just to get that additional glamour, that additional thrill!
Everywhere there has been the same recognition inasmuch as they
have found that when Mrs. Hoosevelt asks & nuestion she listens

to the answers, then she asks supplementary guesticona, which showed
that she was interested and understood what she was talking about,
and was keen to find out the difficulties, the strengths, the
weaknesses, the helps and hindrancea. That, I think, has been
the great and strong impression everywhere. I met nobody who was
not deeply impressed with her broadcast, men and women alike, and
all the more so when you realise how extracordinarily difficult
that broadcast must have been golng to two countries as it was.

I am guite sure that every moment of her visit over here, howsver
hard it was, has been more than worth while and will help so much
in the direction that both of us have so deeply at heart.

Thankegiving Dey has been s great success I think. Two
months ago nobody over here lknew what Thanksgiving was, but last
week everybody wae primed with Thanksgiving, snd I doubt if there
is a turkey left in the c¢ountry for Christmas - they have all been
drawn and coocked for Thanksgiving Day. They were extremely
difficult to get, I must admit. I gave a Thanksgiving party to a
certain number of Americane over here, and as the turkey came in
there was a whisper from the maid, saying: "Don't touch the legs.
Such a tough turkey! If you can do anything with the white meat
it will be all right, but the black meat just won't stand up to itl"
I suppose even wartime turkeys have bad indulgencies, and that was
one of them apparently. .

e I am sending you a copy of "Front Line," because I think it is
good and I think you may be pleased to have it. Do not trouble to
scknowledge 1it. I am sending it just in case socme of the photo-
graphs and the information in it mayv be of interest and of wvalue to
you. It has only come out this week and, therefore, will take a
little time to get round I imagine. I managad to get an advance
copy, which I sent over to Mrs. Roosevelt two or three daye ago,
and I hope that this reached her guickly.

We should all love to see you here agasin socon, but do come
for a 1little longer and do come sc that we can all sse you a little
bit, and especially so that I can see you and have a good long talk

with you, which I really would enjoy. U“’_}Sh" :3

Miss Malvina Thompson,
The White Housse,
Waghinetan. T.n




January 11, 1948

Dear Lady Reading:

A group of youngsters working
on salvage msked Mrs, itoosevelt to mend a
book, “Oeorge Washington's World®™ %o the
British children for tham.

It has besn sent to you under
separate ccyer.

Yary sinosraly yours,

Beorstary %o
Mrs., Rooaeveld

The Marchioness of Buading
Women's Voluntary Hervioss
for Civil Dafenss

41 Tothill Btrest

London, Rogland
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I do want to thank you for send e 30 wauahlngton's
dorld" through to me, sund I must confe™s tiat T held on ta 1t
t

to read myself befora pussiuys 1t on to wSsclinsl. It i35 ane of
Lhe Loet deliilitful Looks 1 liva sornes for & lopp ©l e,
und 1 was yulte faseinetad by it. iy wendaring whether
thara would be the slightest #Muncel\nr our being apls to have
23U ar Su coples more, we woudi lenu the: to one school after
the other and we could rinke s hat the lurpest possible
number of childwren hwud u::u%tu thie books, und [ do 1'asl 1t

wWould bLe tre.endsusly rth While if sorething of this kind cou
bao urranged. \/

I felt mysel tQqu]duuuly rerreshed after realising all
the troubles and dAMfidulties that plled up on every side at
that tine, and 80 11 the tremendousl; profound and pecimanent
lines of thouglt W/eaction thut sez to slip in to &11 the
guhiar worla itios &0 unobetrusively yet surely.

I huve bLoe¥ recelving runy coples of imericnn NnuWspa, ars
lately, which I fing intenssly intoerestin,, and tie .ore we can
Tollow emeh othew's lines of thought nand s lenning, the ore I
feel surs our tws countries can pull together in unity.

1 can well im.gine that your plressdy Lusy lifv nust be ovel
flowlng more tha, usual now, und I only liope that you Jdo f£ind it
possible to eliminate sore of the activities which crowd in on
you, and ta spare youraself at Teact & Traction, althouph I very
tmeh doubt that this is pousilile.

The resction of your visit over here is 5t11) s wery live
E issus. In all parts of the countr that you visited, !irs.
Hoosevel. 18 looked on as almoat perconal propsrty, any mention
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of her in the press or on the wireless excites lrriediate coment
of a very possessive kind, end she hus left thiat invaluable feell
that slic care over to se- ench sin;le person individuslly and
entirely on their owm nerit, or to ses their own special blt of
work.

gince you were hara things have Leasn tiphtening up steadily
but vary definitely. "he outward venser of' our daily livea
geams much the same except in the places whoie 41 1o Lieokeu by
pporacic air raide, hut all the time more and nore nen cad Wonen
are being called up, yﬂnple are plviug longer hours, taking tiore
jobs, carrylayg more ho e resnonuibility end taking thelr jpsrt in
the dafance of thalr houn locslitiss se well sn thelr ordlnery
doy=to-day occugution.

iawn Troc the non gepviny overseat, fo whe  ip Towce, In the
I'avy 8s well ag the swmmdes in  frico, Indin and elcawhers, wvelags
the ponulation here at hone Info eleosa wnd poroursd toueh with
the big military happenings and links up vary direetly all that
they are already doing towardes the war effort, with hiat thelr
gonyd. unt huskands nre dalne ton, B there Lo close unlson between
the hone frant wand the.fronte overocoor. ‘his 1s rmeh wore nerke
noyv thatt 1t Leo been in an o the uroecediu; yearn, nrd linked te
i1 1g the determiinstion that Loere shall be no lipht-hesrted
switch ovor fro war to pepca, but erch individual will still
have a responsibility towards the notion end the coo unity, ancd
ertmnl preturn to oan Individop?istic rode o' 1ife.

The american men over here have now settled down into our
livee, snd Bee. to Le n good deal nore et hoe. “lost of thet:
have had their 111 of sipht-sselng and sre Low euxiouns to be
introduced into Triendly home cireles, 6o that the offsrs of
hospitality which have poured in fro every type of hooe in the
counfry, ars now Leing ta''en up more and rora2. & lerge nuinler
of our workers in the Tondnn wros have talen oo n Graeclal Job at
the regquest af the Anerican Army, which 1s the sort ng out of
kit=-bags left in thie country by your men who have pone oversaas.
1 understand that they arrive with two kit-bapgs each, but they
only take nne with them when they go into the battls ares, and
thiose left behind contain & miseellony of bits and germentn, soie
sf a purely narssnal nature and s9ie of a standard apay lacue.

Wa Bugply a rota of 20-30 women a day who check over tha 1iteis,
return to the Ordnance Departient. eyul «ient which could be re-

issuad, clieck and re-pack all the 1little personal thinge widch
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have been accumulated, so that they may be returned t- the men's
families. The women doing this work simply love it and,
although it sounds a routine and fairly foolproof Job, in actual
fact a certain amount of intelligence is needed to determine wha:
things are put in which category, and oc lonally they come on
something which 1s only fit for sslvage, = ich must be thrown
away. Daciphering the Armmy numbers d peW/Ang the things
eeparated is quite s eomplicatad 11ttie ob, but thoy love to fer
that they are doing something of sych a phrssnal naturs far your
men, and they hsve now got to the | of thinking that they ca:
determina the character, looks, hei » Walght und asven the
colour of each Individual's eyfs Jjust by checkin: over the
contents of an abandoned kit-ilag!

The lengthening days a;b\guing to make a tremendous differ-
ence to the happiness of your beople over here, and indeed to us
all. You know how cram the curtain of the blackout is when
it comes down so fi animmovably sach evening. KHow that

peopls can begin to, geM/home in daylight sfter their work end

can cook their brea B by daylight, and really get a glimpse ¢
the sky befors h ng)to knuckle down to their daily jous, 1t doe
-

make all the g in the world.

WIf you ever come across an Instance of when we car
help you or send“you anything interesting, you will let us know
at once, as this secms to be our only means of keeping in touech
end expressing our anxiety to build up fron strength to strength
the relations across the Atlantie.

This brings you my very best wishes,

W
: ; _ Chairman.
Miss Malvina Thompson, | .

The White Houss,
Washington, D.C.
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Chicago, Ill
Yarch ;d,_}ﬁ4d

Dear Lady Heading:
' I read sith such intereat the
accounct of the canteen i .. so your iutt.r.

I we bhuppy i @y wisit still
has good re=uwits, .ul I d¢ think T h ve
h.d som: good rezults over hers, s I tala
to groups ia different parts of the country.
I b ve besn wostiy talkins in the east so
far, but at the present soncy I am storting
for the wseat co=sfL, doli; < fuw sSpeeches
il toe w.y ia Chicego, iiinnwurolis, St.
teul, :nd on the west coast,

I can well e gine hos huppy
you are tast the winter hoo been wild und
thaet spring is on 1ts way,

| Your ingeniusness .nd ioagina-
tion 48 ull of your nuw vim aigns intupest
we vary much, particul:rly the Jlevelopuent
of the wse of part time .orwors in the
fugtordes. I uw alw. s iatereste: in every
hAint you sent ol wouat you hove develo: «<d
wnd I think these hints are very g.od
winaen I pass thew «4long.

Fhat your houseslves do for our oen
over there is certoinly bearing rruluv. I
have seen weny lottors boos lutely which
cXprass great vpprecl ticon ol understundiog
af tlh British people.

I lovel your sturr of the
nnhrilta soldier .nd the litile girl,
' There is sow¢ slight talk of
wy dging soac trivelilng in othor diree-
tions, so I am afr.id it will be sowe tive

b

L




before I will see you again in Great
Britain, After the war is ov. r you
wust cowe to us .od have u gool rest
which you «111 certuinly need.

Very cordl.lly yours,
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Thank you eo very much for the perfectly lovely present
which I have received from you. I think you know how much we
all love getting Maple Sugar, and it alwaye meane a great treat
for whoever comes to dinner when it is used in the sweet of' the
evening.

1B8th June 1943.

I am glad to say that I am now guite well agailn, and have
been allowed to look forward to going back to work on the 6th July.
It seems 1like a lode star shead of me, and I could not be more
thankful at the prospect of getting into harness once more. I
must say, I was extraordinarily appalled when the surgecn told
me I should have to give up thres months to this little eEmusemant,
and I am equally grateful now that the thres months are over, and
I have weathersd them all right and em on the verge of being &able
to return.to the treadmill.

I have been extraordinarily lucky in two things - one the
fact that I have had fine weather to convalesce in, and the othsr
the fact that there has been nothing of ma jor importance from our
work point of view, and so I have not felt that awful sense of
frustration when one is wanting to do a job which one is not
allowed to undertake. It has been very curious to lie back and
watch life from a completely different angle, and to see things
from a point of view of persons in an institutionalised world
a8 against persons who have taken on institutional work becauss
of necessity. Nurses, doctors, surgecons and all the whole gamut
of thoee people, are only looking upon war ase & dislocation of
their institutional background, whereas people who have had a
complete change of their work are looking at it from & very very
different point of view, I- find.




18th June 1943.

It i8 interesting talking to everybody like cleansrs, 1lift
attendants and so on, and getting their viewpoint on so many
subjects, and I feel that slthough I have been extraordinarily
lazy I have learnt a very great deal, which I hope I shall be
able to put into effect. The only result as far as I am con-
cernaed is, that I am loocking so well I'm maeking ull my friends
very Jjealous, and I am making all my colleagues rather apprehen-
Blve, becauss they are being told that I am getting so much
renewed energy that I shall be a great nuisance to them!

The air is full of thrill and excitement at the turn that
world affaire are taking, and naturally we can hardly bear to
walt until news comes through on each succesaive day. In the
meantime I have been watching with great care the gquestion of how
good a harveat I'm going to have of apples and pears, and doing
all those things which I have left undone for the last five years.
It has been a real thrill to be able to go round cne's garden,
to watch the continuity of effects in the things one has planted,
and to try out new vegetsbles and new things even though one was
not allowed to do much of the work. I am trying to grow my own
peppera this year, which I think is perhaps an act of optimiam,
but nevertheless one which 18 rather fun.

I do wish we had your wisit to look forward to this year
instead of to look back on now, and I do hope that you are very
well although I know it would be very foolish to try and hope that
you are not leading too strenucus a life.

»

With very kindest regards, fqub

;{Arﬂgmﬂf“’fil Bt Ertimes

Chairman.
Mra. F. D. Rﬂﬂﬂﬂvﬂ‘lt,
The White House,

Vashington, D.C.



July 21, 1948

Dear Lady Beading:

I am delighted to know that you are wall
Sgain and T cen easily imagine how the anforoed
idleness irked you,

The war news is heartening at this momen t,
although the many casuslties will causs BANYy &
beartache, 7What a blessed day it will be when
hoatilities ceass! 1 know we have a tough job
ahead in the peat-mar puriod, but the killing will
be over.

I have just been en a trip to the Test
Coast, to spend soms time with ay daughter,who is
running her house, three children, and her job on
the paper. Her husband is somewhere cverseas. She
is so yallant and sb cheerful and efficient sbout
it all, my hat 4a off to her,

We have had, as you protably read, a
moat rescticnary Congress, They have abolished
and ourtailed so much of the demastio polioy wa
have been building up over the last ten years, I ea
partioulsrly sorry sbout the Mational Touth Adminis—
tratidn, becauss I felt we were started on & ppogram
of real ¢ ducation, whereby abla young people ocould
go to college and not be psnalized by lasck of monaey.
It was doing & good job in vocational teaching, which
has pever been well done here,

The Farm Security progras, whieh helped
over a million farm families to hehabilitate
themselves, has been curtailed.
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The members are bask in their homes now and T
bope thedir constitusnts will let them know how thay
feel. The anti-striks bill is bad, I think, but,
fortunately, it is only for the duration,

It is much harder hare to ratice food becauss

" of $he distribution &1ff el es and the effect of

pressure groups on Congress. By and large, the peopls
Bre acospting rationing witheout complaint, but when
they have ration peints and money and can not buy

food they do not understand,

The time has gone so rapidly it deoes not
seam possible that a year sgo we were whispering
about plans to visit Great Britain,

Every tims I read of a raid over Great
Britain my heart aches for your people who h ave
been a0 coursgecus for so long,

Please take cire of yourself and do not try
to do too much, ‘.rm-illbtmdtdunmdl_nu
for the future,

Affectionately,

The Dowager Marchioness of Reading

Women's Voluntary Services fop Civil Defense
Southeasa ;

Nr. Lewewm f

Bngland Aﬂo 4 jh RN
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Nee N (e th

I got your letter about Miss Fleeson and saw her on
Wednesday, a&nd completely lost my heart to her - ghe really is
a delightful person, and one with puch & broad vision end such
& receptive mind, that it is a delight even to have a convarsa-
tion with her.

We had a good long conversation on general principles, and
I suggested to her one or two lines of country which have not
been covered at all by any correspondent as far as I know, and
which might be of real interest to Americen women readers.

1'iss Fleesor is finishing &n srtiecle first on a particular
subject very close to the hearts of gll Americans, and as soon
as she has completedthat she is coming back to me, so that we
can glve her every sort of help to do the other articles which
ghe thinks would interest her.

She told me she is getting a small flat and will make her
headquarters in Lendon, although she wants to travel round the
\\\cuuntry a good deal and to travel in the most geneible of all

ways - staying in the homes of people of small estate, so that
she can get to know the real people of the country and not be
taken in by the veneer, the wvery poor Veneer, of the Dorchester,
the Ritz and the other big hotels. If she is able to complete
the programme she is thinking of at the moment, I believe she
will make a most wonderful contribution in what ghe will be able
to write, end I am full of thrill at the thought of collasborating
sith her in whatever way it may be, and I know I need not assure
you that we will do everything that is possilble in every single
way.to help her.



\ -g - |
15th August 1943,

I do hope you are well, although I know 1£ to be | very foolish

even to think that I might hope that you have had eny sort of a
vacation this year.

I'.'.’ith very kindest regards, .

Chairman.

Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



September 28, 1943

Dear Lady dsading:

T have your two lettsrs, which were
awaiting my return. 1 am sending you a copy
of the letter wihich T wrote to Lady Linlitigow,

I enjoyed my trip to Australie and
Mew fealand. The momen there meet their obliga-
“tions, but are not, of course, doing as many
thingas as the women of Mreat Britain ere doing,
because the opportunities de not seem to be tha
same,

1 hed & chence to see many of our men
in the Southwest Pacifie and 1t is unbelievabie
what these men hava accomplished,

My best wiahes *o you.

Sincersly yours,

The Dowager Marchioness of Reading, D,B.FE.
41 Tothill Street
Londeon, England
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I was 8o delighted to get your letter and to heap something
of you. It was more than interesting and I can realise so deeply
how you must feel about the bills to which you have given so much
attention, and the programmes to which you have really devoted
such a great portion of your life.

I suppose it is always very difficult to see things in the
perspective of histéry and to recognise that these very things
have happened so often before to reformers snd to the protagoniste
of new und virile idess. Nevertheless it is no less discouraging
to know that other people have gone that wey before, and that the
path which was blazed has been grown over once again,!

Sometimes I want to tear the hair of the people who are such
dreadful obstructioniste, and so often T wonder how much is
8tupidity and how much is gainful wickedness from s completely
selfish and disgusting point of view, I am afraid I have very
little patience with that type of perseon, and feel that I should
like to see retribution descend upon their heads at once so that
the nicer people would not suffer, It seems so cruel that in
order to frame a grest measure br carry through a great reform,
B0 m people must suffer in order to convince the public of the
necespity for that measure,

Every single day of my life I seem to feel that those great
philosophers who wrote the Bible were far wiser than anyone has
ever realised, and "Eyes have they and see not" seems such a true
way of describing it,

From my own point of view, one of the things I am very anxious
about is to see that this wealth of goodwill that has been engendered




£ —
in the war, and the sense of responsibility realis=d by each
individusl in the part they have played in the war, should be
continued right through, snd that the same devotion should be
given to the community in peace time as 1s glven in war time,
In that way without an additional strein on the budget, the
gtandard of living should be so helghtened that each person
ghould be sble to enjoy their lives to that extent more. The
simple things are so difficult to get and so0 very neceasary to
1ife itself, that they can only be got by the volume of goodwill
which will only be engendered if each individual really plays
their part.

Since last I wrote to you I have had a letter from Lady
Linlithgow telling me she has written to you, and enclosing a
copy of her letter to you. I hate to have to put into words
what I feel, but I do think it ie only fair to say to you that
this is m most un-thought out and & most uninformed demand she
has made on you, end I personally am more than sad that she should
have been so thoughtless as to write in that way, T can only
explain that she obviously knows nothing either of the make-up
of your legislation or your national institutions, and that what she
hes done she has done in fullness of heart and not with any
ulterior and mischievous motive., I think one of the contributive
parts was that Begum Shah Nawaz, who is well known as a guperficial
lady, got back from America to Indla stating that the A.W.V.B.
was in every way the same in America as 1t is in Great Britain,
and that is where the trouble began., When I read a resolution
passed by the Indiesn W.V.S5. I immediately wrote to Lady Linlithgow
and explained to her the position of the A.W.V.S,., and this letter
of hers is a result of my information. I very much deprecate
the whole thing, and I hope, if it is possible, that you will
merely acknowledge the letter and do nothing more. I have
discussed the matter with Lady Wavell, who 1s, as you know,
Lady Linlithgow's successor, who 1s a person of deep thought and
who entirely agrees with me and who knowe I am writing to you,
and who I think would sppreciate it if you were to acknowledge |
the letter snd do no more. OShe herself sees in what a very
difficult position Lady Linlithgow hss put you, and she would
help to close the incident and to see that a proper record of
how things have happened was kept on the book.

For those of us who have lived long years in Indla, thie is
fust one more sign of how things happen there, It 18 Just a
ittle misinterpretation, and little out of alignment and a little

Py =) = e M
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' : 14th' September 1943.

throwing out of gear of each part that makes the whole, and that
is what haes made a British women in high poeition, who has been
out there for seven years, able to focus so falsly end to mistake
her own position to such an extent.

I could not write as frankly as this to you about one of my
own countrywomen were it not for the great affection and respect
in which I hold you, and I know you will take my letter in the
epirit in which 1t is meant. I am asking the Ambassador to send
it through his bag because I naturally do not want it to go through
the British Censor who would certainly misunderstand part of 1%,
and who might in consequence make a good deal of difficulty about
it. But I thought I would like to let you know exactly what
the position is soc ae to leave no shadow of doubt at all.

S Tty

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White Houss,

Washington, D.C.




January 12, 1544 £ M

Dear Lady Reading:

I aa delighted to have ths ealendar and
your note of good wishea, which both my husband
and I appreciste,

You did not say how you are feeling, T hope
you are not doing too much, ;

The war picture looks more hepeful, although
1 shudder every time either r. Churenill or ay
husband warns of the probsble cost in men before final
viotory.

The next several menths will be difficult
here becauss of the election, and everything one
does will be open to attack. My trip to the
Southwest Facific yave the oppesition much materiall
Howaver, I shall continue to do mhat T honastly

think is right and hope for the best.
Uy best wishes to you.
Affecticnately, - : 0

The Dowager Marchionass of Reading, D.B.E,
fioman's Voluntary Sarvices

41 Tothill Street

London, England
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I do hope you will acc % cnlandar with my
very best wishee to you and the Hresident, for a Happy

L/f
.ej ;

Christmes and prosperous N Yﬂar. in which your hopes ana

plans may be brought t}\{?itian. *

Mre. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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I do hope you will accept this calendar with my
very best wishes to you and the President, for = Happy
Christmas and prosperous New Year, in which yourhopes and

plans may be brought to fruition. .
\//VLL/V’-‘ T

Chalrman.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.



Januar; 13, 1944

My dear Lady Readlng:

it was more than kind of jyou to
think of me and 1 ua delishited to have the
ealendar with your pleture.

I shall always resenber oy trip
to Oreat Britaln even Lhough I would hove
much preferred it under difierent eonditlous.
Yowr kindness and the vany opportunities to
be with you and observe your eftliclency and
ability will always Le Lhe high spots.

I was chagrined al not Lelng allowed
to go Lo Australia ond New cealand, etc. It was
& tough trip and perhaps 1 would hove fallen by
the wayside as Urs. Roosevelt feared. I had an
abtack of Shingles after the dritish trip and was
ladd up for a week and I-lra.llimwnlt_uumu to
feel since then that I an "telicate"l The doctor
explained it was & neglected sore throat, but
that did not convince lrs. lousevelt. In addi-
tion, she feared criticlsm 1f she used space [or
two. The critical ones tid not need that addi-
tional material.

liy best wishes to you and all of
those who were so kind to me in your organiza-
tion, for the New Year.

®ith admiration and affectlon,

The Dowager archlonesa
aof H-.lﬂ.l'lt. De B- Ls
L1 Tothill Street
Londona England.

VoS
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M‘l\h;ﬁirx_ P LI

This brings you my very best wishes and every hope
that it will serve to some degree as & reminder of your

vislt over here Just over a year 8g0.

With every possible good wish for the New Year,

My et

-

W

Chairman.

Mises Malvina Thompson,
The White Houss, :
Washington, D.C.
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I am so very grateful to you for letting me see & copy of
your letter to Lady Linlithgow, end I feel sure that this will
make 1t very much easier for Lady Wavell to direct the future
policy of the Indian W.V.S8. on clear lines. I do feel so
apologetic for troubling you in this matter.

Lady Waevell is very clear-headed and I think will be able
to direct the thing extracordinarily tidily. Already reper-
cussions have arisen which show the wisdom of trying to keep the
thing within the boundaries of Indis and tidy, and T think it
will solve itself with not too much troubls.

I think you will be interested to hear something of the
reactions in this country to the very large numbsrs of American
forces, which hawebesn arriving over here latesly. We felt
rather worried that the local achemes for offering hospitality
and so on were perhaps not forthcoming enough and were not meking
themselves known to your responsible officers, with the result
that in some cases many of your men had no idsa that arrangements
could be made fop~them to receive individual hospitality in
British homes. We have now leunched g Eritish ‘Welcome Scheme, /
which aims to supplement all that the American Red Cross is
providing so magnificently. In the areas where there are no
American Red Cross clubs, it is hoped that Eritish Restaurants,
or other suitable premises, can be opened in the evenings so that
the lacal girls may invite their friends there for a snack, a
game and perhaps a danca. You know how acute the whole gusstion
of accommodation becomes under the conditions in which we are
living today, and this is really the bigpest factor that we have
to overcome in running any such programme. Iy breaking each
area down to the smallest possible unit, we hope to succeed a
great deal more than we have done up to date and to nake it
possible for selected Americans to meet selected British people
eo that they may each grow to have a real appreciation of the
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octher and a better understanding will naturally follow of each
others country and ways. -

The trouble here, as I gatfler everywhere, was that a lot of
the wrong type of girls got hold of the men. They come forward
in a vary cheerful energetic way, and the men naturally don't
realise the type of girls they asre, and in consequence a lot of
i1l feeling has arisen both by the local inhabitants and the men
themselves. Now on the selective basis, I hope & presat deal of
the past trables will be overconme. I think the real mistake
was to imagine onrginally that anything of this sort could be
directed centrally. It obviously rmust be done on & local basis
with local understanding of the problem and of the people con-
cerned, and I an much happier now that the thing hss been broken
%ﬂwn to a very small unit on an extremely parochisl and local

asis.

Up till now the number of your troops over here has besen

rore easily absorbed into whatever arrangements weres already on

foot in the different localities, but with this new influx it is

no longer so, and I feel it is very important indeed that there

should be absolutely ns room for misunderstanding to arise. e
kﬂﬂﬁ met with the most helpful understanding from General Devers,

his staff and the officers of the Special Services, and we reglly

do hope to achlieve the kind of scheme one would like to see running

to ge* the very best of the enormous opportunities there are

offered by the presence of so many of your citizens here among ue.

In East Anglia experiments are being run on different lines.

We have filled up some hampers with a selection of different games
and these are sent round to isolated villagzes, together with a
gramophone and some records, so that even those out of the way
places may have a chance of providing some kind of entertainment,
and by interchange of the hampers it will be possible to maintain
a variety. Clubs are also being started of which girls in the
neighbourhood may become members, so that we can serutinise the
type who are being hostesses, and they can bring in their friends,
both British and American, and in this way have an opportunity

of getting to know easch other.

F//' We have very much welcomed the appointment of }'rs, Sloan Colt
88 Deputy Commissioner of the American Red Cross over hers., She
has an extraordinary gift for making friends and showing a depth




25th January 1944,

of understanding of our difficulties and problems, and she is
very much beloved by all who have worked with her. It is the
greatest possible pleasure to be sble to 'let our back hair down'
completely in talking over guestions that arise, and we are able
to do this with her without the elightest fear of any difficulty
being misinterpreted.

The work of the American Red Cross over here is being ecarried
out admirably. Watehing how their programme has expanded with
such rapidity, it is astounding to ses how they have devaloped
the capaeity for dealing with the situation at the very same time
a8 the situation is there to be dealt with on the spot. It seems
a long time ago since you had five representatives over hers
doigg all the work that there was then to be done. x”f

I followed your Journey to llew Zealand and Australia with
very great interest, and a good deal of envy for, although I know
how' tiring such a trip must be, it must have been treamendously

interesting to see the problems going on the other side of the
world as wall.

We are still dealing with endless problems here, shortage of
nan-power and the pressure of work have been the kaynotess of our
lives for so long now, that we have grown quite accustomsd to
them. People are quite astounding in the way they are prepared
all the time to do Just a 1ittle bit extra to their day's work,
and in this waybhy eharing it round amongst everybody, we arae
able to get through the programme we are sat. With sll this we
have concentrated a great desl on re-training our members who
are responsible for ocperational duties within the “ivil Defence,
and during the last raids there have been, I have been very
impressed at the automatic way in which they have assumed duties
of a very responsible kind in complete co-operation with the rest
of the Civil Defence General Services at high level. #We have =
diffieult balance to maintain - on the ons hand man-power is
required urgently and immediately, and on the other hand we have
had proof only too often of the absolute necesglty of keeping a
top notech piteh of preparation against air attack, and it is
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working out that only by women assuming bigger responslibilities
than they have done up to date, can we meat the situatlon.

It is interesting to see how people have accommodated them-
gelves to the very great burden of work. I suppose it is rather
the same thing as food rationing, it has come on gradually and,
therefore, the body has been able to accommodate itself, but in
gpite of gll my very pgreat optimism I am always marvelling at
the way that women are taking additional burdens and carrying
through with them, and not' breaking down physically too cften.
Usually when they break down they really do die, because the
strain has been very heavy and they haven't let up. Eut on
ths whole, taking it guite objectively, I think everyones feels
that doesn't matter so long as the Jjob is done. e hope there
may be some slight lightening in the programme of the country
so s to release the type of woman who is a cherwoman and who
can do some of the heavy scrubbing work not only on institutional
bases, but for domestic homes. I an afraid that on a long term
if that type of help is not available, we shall be using much teo
good material to do the cnnraa which really ahould be done by
persons who have not got'the intelligence or the ability to do
more skilled worlk. The situation seemas to be solving itselfl
8 bit, we have two or three rather interesting national govern-
mental cormittees sitting to desl with it, and thimmgh representa-
tion on them one is able to watch very closely and try and put
some of the evidence we have got throughout the country to
national advantage.

I do wish there were some possibility of being sable to talk
thingse over with you again, but I am afraid this is rathsr wishing

for the moon at the muhent‘
E]t‘ (;4______ :-"_.A_A__--""‘\\h
Pl
]

Mrs, Franklin . Roosevelt, -
The White House, Chairman.
Washington. n.C.

—




Pebruary 28, 19'4.

Dm} Lady Rewmling:

T meo celiphted as alwars to
pet. your letter and I an deeply inpressed
by the emount you all do over there for
the avelanche of soldiera, I passed on
to the Red Cross what ;ou sadd aboulf e«
gloan Colt. I know they will be plessed,

I am soon starting on & trip
to our military installations in the
caribsesn with sone diplomstic visits
on the side. There ls so much eriticism
of ny trips, 1 considered earefully be-
fore agreeing to po, but the military
people tell me it is important becuuse
these men are not in danger anl find
1ife dull. This year Lhe criticisa will
be worse than ever but I imagine 1 will
weather it.

I think of you very often and,
very confidentially, it is not too im-
possible that you may see &e again before

too longs
hffectionately,

The Dowager

Marchioness of Reading; U.B.E.
iomen's Voluntary Services for Civil Defense
41 Tgthill Street
London, nngland.




I am giving this note of
introduction Mr, Joy Krans who
is golng to be sistant

to the Deputy fdrinistrator of the
United Nations Hellef end Hahzbilitetion
AMuinistretion. =

I sbull sppreeiste anything

you cen do to help him in his work eod
taq?hh sty pleasant.

Affectionctely,
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PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL.

It was delightful to get a letter from you dated the
28th February, and I was Bo pleased to hear that you are well
and starting on another trip. I suppose you never stop
starting on trips, and the only relief is coming back from
them. I must say, I should very much like to feel that I

should see you myself before too long, and that 1s something
to look forward to.

We have been having a very energetic time as a certain
amount of raiding has started again, and, of course, we have a
very heavy programme indeed. The programmse in itself is an
interesting one, because 1t is being carried out by a very much
older age group, and ocne which is bearing a strain which might,
a few years ago, have been consldered quite impossibls to take.
They are not only taking it, but adapting themeelves to it so
well that I feel the result will be a strengthening of character
and a very useful contribution to community welfare in a shaps
of participation in local govermnment on a post-war basis, and
that in itself will be the most extracrdinarily wvaluable contri-

. bution to national character and national resilience that can be.

It is so cudous to think that in the same way as our greatest
export in the past wae an unseen export in the shape of banking
and insurance, our greatest result of the work of these last five
years will be a completely unseen and intangible one, which,
nevertheless, will be a very valuable one by strengthening the
community and, therefore, the 1life of the nation on a local basls

~and also creating a background for the return of the men and

women from the forces. I feel here that thejwill be a very
useful eliminator of age differences. The people who have faced
all sorts of trouble at home have got a certain poise which is
going to be very valuable indeed, and I am constantly watching
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men and women on leave who help during & bad raid, %ﬂng a
new respect and looking in a new way at their older Telations
who are tackling an operational as well as an adminlistrative
job, and tackling it without very much fuss or wery much excite-
ment. ;

“ We have just had the award of official chevrons for W.V.3.
Like so many tginga which are run on a voluntary basis and which
are entirelyep 1 had a very great fight to achieve 1t,
the argument being that I could neither prove contract nor

“discipline in & body of women of so great a size. I had to

prepare a very careful document on this, and was able to show
that each one of our members signed an undertaking which is
absolutely binding, and that I have had 17,000 persone refusa

to join W.V.3. because they would not sign an undertaking which
they did not feel they could 'implement. When we came to the
queation of discipline, I wase gble to show my interlocutor that
in fact we had dismissed three of his own friends, guite apart
from many others, and that could show that there was diecipline
because we got rid of them owing to the fact that they were not
fulfilling the pledge they had undertaken. On that we have been
awarded the war chevron for all people doing straight ancillary
Civil Defence work, and for the people who are doing the other
work we are issuing our own W.V.S8. chevron. This has an interest-
ing repercussion, I think, on & long-term basis, and I am very
glad to have won the battle, although I petamally do not attach
any too much importance to the chevron.

" At the moment our greatest contribution towards conservation
of raw materisls is the clothing and shos exchanges, and the
Board of Trade is at the moment thrilled that we have opened our
500th, as this means a great saving of children's clothes and
also helpe the mother unbelievably to eke out her coupons and,
thersfores, to conserve raw material in & way that ctherwise might
not be possible. The Board of Trade, to help us, in the first
place offered up to £30 a year if we needed it to open the places,
in fact out of 500 only 49 have availed themselves of this offer,
which shows that the initiative of the local womsn can overcome
all sorts of difficulties, and that with a bit of ingenuity she
can conguer the obstacles put in her way and the difficulties

which always seem so insurmountable until you really attack them.

=
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I do hope you are well and not too busy and not too
worrled. We, who believe so much in the President and in you,
watch with the utmost interest each stage of this vary difficult
time, and realise what a strain of mind and body you must be
goling thraugh during the preliminary days. You have, as you
know, our affectionate thoughts and good wishes with you the
whole time.

- '73 Loa—s

)

L y

Chairman.

Mra. F. D. Hoosavalt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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June 5, 1944

Dsar Lady Reading:

/ I am giving tids letter of introductien
Urs. flizabath day Crelg, & Wusiington news-
r woaan whom T have known for e lon; time,
he is going to Great Britain in comnection
with her work and, as there say be occasions
when she would need advice or assistance, 1 am
sending her to you, -

Tou will enjoy meeting Nrs, Credg,
I feel su.w, and T m2ull be deaply | rateful
for snything you can o for her.

iiith all good wishes, T am

Sincerely yours,

The |Towaper Marchioness of Reading, D.B, 7.
41 Tothill 5+,
London
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August 24, 1944

Desy |La ngt *ifffﬂff".

I was 80 glad to get vour letter of
July 26%h. I think of you constantly and
of the added horror of the rohbot bombs.
It seeas almoat too much to bear. Ope of
our newspaper women, Doris Fleeson, who
18 now home, gave us a description of how
extraordinarily well the %.V.8. had worked
through this robot boambing.

We are about to go through the attaocks
and counter-attacks of a national campalgn.
I am accused of all sorts of dire motlven
because I believe in a ysar of service for
both boys and girls. We as a people still
like to think we are chivalrous, and yet in
gome states 1ittle girls work in faotories
and fields with 1little ochance of schooling.

W, have been so fortunate during this
war, we have no conception of what girle
in Great Britain have had to do.

I personally would like tc get out of the
public eye, but if the maJority of the voters
want the Ppesident to continue in offlce, my
personal wishes do not eount.

The possibility of any trip is entirely
off, so I am sorry I ocan'§ look forward to
nutin; you very soon.

Affeotionately,

The bowscer iarchisners of derding, D7
H. V.3,

41 TotHill Sgreet

Londan, niglend

[}
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Thank you so very much for your letter of the 3rd Jhnek‘
which took a long time to reach me, and only arrived thrse days
ago. It is yuite unbelievable how sometimes letters sesm to
be here in no while at all, and at othsr times they seen to :

roam half .round the world hefore thoy reaasch us. In any avent,
it was very exciting to get it and I was deliphted to have it.

@ :
T
‘t.

Sinece it was written our doodle-bup; season has started,
and it 1s a much more annoying little amuserment than micht be
believed unless one has to deal with it. It iz not, of course,
that 1t is frightening, but it does make .s 1883, and a mese at
tids time in the war is a nulsancs. W V.8, lias naturally been
very busy on dealing witl: all these things, and one of tlie nost
interesting things of all is the way the Incident Inquiry roint
is manned, and the solace it brings to people who lLiave been
affacted. It is called an I.I.P. aud is set up on the spot -
literally on the spot - where the trouble occcurs. Usually the
I.I.F. 15 set up within a quarter of an hour of the incident
cccurring, and therefore it is in a place whers the wortapr is
all over and where psopls are covered in dust Ly reason of' the
'plume’ - as the dust cloud is called - which rises as the bonmb
has fallen. Ths Incident Inquiry roint is the focal point
ahera all information 13 eollected aud frow which all engquiries
ara answered. That 15 to say, immediately lists are made both
af wounded, dead, ss they are lmown througzh the mortuasries or
hospitals, peonle who lLiave been sent to rest centres o1 people
in the first ald posts, suffering from shock, and so on and so
Torth. And as men rush home from their work,. or cone hone in
the evening from work, as mothers come back frov thelr shopping
to find out what hes happened to theirp children, the answer ia
given to ther from the Ineident Inquiry Point, and instead of
a8 let of rumours being piven, actual facts are verifisd and the
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Thank you so very much for your letter of the 3rd Junassv
which took a long time to reach me, and only arrived thres days
ago. It 1s qulte unbelievable how sometimes letters seem . to
be here in no while at all, and at other times they seen to
roam half .round the world before they reach us. In any evant,
it was very exciting to get it and I was delipghted to have it.

Since it was written our doodl®-bug season has gtarted,
and 1t 1s a much more annoying 1ittle amusement than might be

belisved Wnless one has to desl with it. It is not, of courss,
that 1t ig frightening, but it does make & mess, and s mess at
tihis tdme in the war is a nulsancs. W.V.5. has naturally heen

very busy on dealing with all these things, and one of the Tiost
interesting things of all is the way the Incident Inguiry Foint
is manned, and the solace it brings to people who have baen
affectead. It ia called an I.I.P. and is set up on the gpot -
literally on the spot - where the trouble occurs. Usually the
I.I.P. is set up within a quarter of an hour of the incident
occcurring, and therefore it 1s in a place where the mortar is
all over and where pecple are coversd in dust by reason of the
'plume’ - as the dust cloud is called - which rises as the bomb
has fallen. The Incident Inquiry Foint is the focal point
whare all information is collected and from which sll snguiries
ars anaswered. That is to say, immediatsly lists are made both
of wounded, dead, as they are known through the mortuaries or
hospitals, people who have been sent to rest centres o people
in the first ald posts, suffering frou shock, and so on snd 8o
forth. And as men rush home from their work, or come home in
the evening from work, as mothers cone back from their shopping
to find ocut what has happened to their children, the answer is
given to them from the Incident Inquiry Point, and instead of

8 lot of rumours being given, actual facts are verified and the
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answer is yiven on the gpot, and in that way peouls ars helped
by knowing the truth strajight off and not petting s lot of (]

I r‘bﬁed accounts, which 1s usually peresed—tr vhiat Fosa—ifdes Ao
Mu - somebody ulse sav. 0 coursa there is evary

sort and kind of' pathetic little ocuurrance, mnd alusys there
is every sort of confusion vwhen evervone wauts to' know viere
their anlmals are, wihat they sliould do shout thaip valusbles,
how they should move their furaiture, and all the ten tloussand
5111y 1ittlae things that mean so rueh to the actual perticipant
and urs 5o difficult to disentaongle.

Theres 1s the usual crop of stories, of course, in varard to
doodle-bugs. I muat aay I think almost the Tunniest wes ona
that happened to me - I got into my office ver: easly one day
and the charwoman hadn't finished cleaning, aud I said to her in
& cheerful way "Well |'rs. Fain, what do you thinl: of the doodle-

bught " the looked at ne guite solemmly anc ssid "I don't caps
for them much, there i1s nothing individual about them like the
old bombs, is therey" I st say, psrsonally I should think

there was a great deal of individuality about ther, but the nere
fact that people can sde them couing and ses whers ther go, and
tale cover in time, sesms to muke thew less of & 'personal
contrivution' to theilr mind as fa® as I can nale out.

The doodle-bugs have been thes most wonderful introducsr of
Lhe American G,.I. to the Eritish populacs. Wha C.I, has bean
yuite splendid in the way he has rushed lorwuard to try and help,
disentomb victims end do all that is possible on the spot, and
agein and again one finds then working feverishly and with so
-maeh real interest and understanding. 'They have, of coursze,
themselves participated in the trouble, and T thin!: that it has
drawn both your people und supry vﬂvy_qldgﬁ toather to shera the
aame trouble, the sane appreliension énd, above all, the saus
jokas. '

The evacuation took place very carefully and tidily, and it
is extraordinary how the second tine anythin is donse, having
flustered everyons the first time, there is really no fluster op
dislocation. I must say, I was endlessly proud of' the way ...V.3,
played their part, and the way they worked dayv and night to pet
things golng on easy methods, so that thers should be no disloca-
tion gnd no difficulties the other end. As ou know, our psople
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do a greaat part of the billeting end & tremendous lot of the
welfare in reception ureas, and this hus meant s vepry preat
deal of hard work, preparation, uctusl worlc and now, of course,
the Tollow-up work.

Je have hud s good few casualties Lecause naturally our
people are working on the Job and cannot afford to teke time
to look after themselves the whole time, and to pay too nuch
ettantion to warnings. Eut I waa rather touched when I
heard that two old ladies had besn killed in a clothing depot,
whose ,friends ell sald "Well of course, that is the sort of
death they would have chosen.," I thought it was rather
swaat that women, who are well over 65, are anxious, if they
have to dle, to dis on duty rether than pleasantly and
confortably in bed. i

I do wish there ware a chance of sesing you again and of
talking over so many things. It seemz a very long time since
your wvisit heras. I sxpect you are dresdfully busy with the
election end evarything else, and that you never have time to
draw breath. I do wish there were s chance of your gatting
g rest sometime and of spending that rest over here.

I would 1like to thank you very imch indeed for all your
kindness to Kathleen Halpin. dhe cannot say enouph for all
you did for her, and all tha time you pave her, all your kind-
nass in allowing her to cone not only to the Milte fouse, but
also to Hyde Park. I never realissd that rou could spare s
much time as that to her, and I can assure you it made a very
deep impression on her and helped her in meny-many riore ways
than you can possibly believe.

#ith very many thanks,

¥ra. FP.D.Hoosevelt,
The Jhite Houss,
Jashington, D.C.

Chairman.,



November 18, 1544

Dear Lady Reading

Tou were more than kind to cable and both
my husband and I deeply appreclate your thought,

I was glad to have m talk with Mr, Winant,
who spoke of you with suoh affsotion amd who told
ms you often spoke of me,

The agoount of your flying bombs has been very
painful, for I realise this last terrible attack
must be almost more thin your people can bear,

You will never know how much I admire the way the
British peocpls and each one of you as individuals,
ars facing horrible conditions from year to year

of war with constantly inoreasing dangers, I reslise
how hard this winter 1s going to be and 4if T did not
have such faith in your ablility to meet it, I should
be more worried than I am,

The osmpaign is over and the eleotion has left
me with a feeling that my husband could do nothing
else but run., But I must say I envision the problems of
the next few years with no great joy, Thay asem to me
such appallingly diffiocult ocnes, but courage comes
with the need and I only hope that we will all be
e ual to whatever we are ollled upon to do,

I still hope to see you befors too long,
In the meantime, my very best wishes to you,

Affectionately,
The Dowapger Marchicnzes of Reading

4l Tothill St.
Lendon, England




TELEGRAM
The White House
| Mlashington
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Lowoon, 'V 21, 1538, ftov. 9, 1944

I'rs ELEANUR RUOSEVELT: !

VERY HEARTIEST CONGRATHLATICNE AND ALL THL BEST OF GOUD WISHES

70 YOl BOTH.

OTELLA NEADING.

230pm/10TH
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I was 8o delighted to get jnur letter of August 24th. It
took a long time to reach me, but was nevertheless very welcome

indead.

e are so happy because the attack from fly-bombs is dying
down and the amount we get now is so slight that there is no
real need to worry, but 1t has been horrible, and I for one
have disliked it more than almost anything we have had. It has
seemed 50 inevlitable and so immensely destructive of all that
human nature has bullt up in nicensss and understanding, and the
tragedy of seeing the small homes that have taken a whole 1life-
time to build, gone Just in & second, gone without any chance of
ever being replaced, is something so heartbresking that it
beggzara description.

1 feel so much for you in all the burden of a grest national
campaign. It must be a very very heavy time, and one which must
be 8 strain, not only physically, but in every other way, and I
do hope so much that you will have the strength to meet it in
every way and that you may be spared as much as possible in it.

1 know there is not very much that you can be spared in it, and
I know equally that with your indomitable astrength of mind and
belief, youywlill want to take what comes in that way, but those
of us who admire you so much wish you might be spared some of
the blows and some of the burdens which uare inevitably yours.
We naturally watch with the grestest interest from this side,
end as the time shortens we listen with anxiety to every bit of
news we can get. I wonder if ever you realise ‘how much every-
body in this country listens to the Friday night commentaries?
They have become so muech an institution that every single paraon
turee into them. I am rather sorry they have besn put as late
a8 half past ten recently, as that rather narrows down the
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nuwnber of psopla who will listen, but aven so people will stay up
again and again in order to hear what there is to HEY,

The atmosphere in this country has changed very conaiderably.
FPeople are fealing so much happier now that the danger to their
families and to their homes is 1lightened, and at the sans time
people are realising that the strain, even if it must go on for
a time, has an end, and an end within a queation of monthe, not
Years. ‘e are realising that it means & great burdsn on us in

. the way of re-homing people, which is golng to be & colossal

task, for the evacuees who will have to be brought liome  places
will have to be found for those who have lost their homss to
live in, and that is going to Le the most difficult and the nost
heartbreaking of all things, and then there will bs the aver-
lagting readjustment which will take time, patience, ingenuity
and underatanding as well as compassion and sympath:. Ey and
large, I think that the discipline that so many people hava had
to endure, whether tlhey wished to or not, will have strengthensd
tlheir characters and made a battar thing of their lives, but I
think there will bz many adjustments whers people have been
transplanted into s soil which haa, parhaps, been too rich or
tao heavy or too restricting for them, and thoss read justments
ara always ths things that Governments cannot plen for and the
people do not foresee in their antirety.

wWe are watching this winter with apprehansion. The amount
of work that will have to be done, and the amount of pain that
lias been caused by the rohat bombing, and the consesquent dia-
location of MWving Sspace, is golng to mean & very severs test fop
avaryona. fe realise that very fully snd aie teying to propare
accordingly. We alaoc fesl ths conservation prograaia, whethesr
of raw material or of material that can be transformied, lake-dp
and mend, fuel conservation, salvage, and all the othep things,
are going to be of intense lmportance, eand we ara concentrating
on those as hard as over we can EO.

This letter brings you my vary very best good wishes, and
every hope that all those things which you would wish will come
to pass, so that you can feel the fulfilment of &11 the hard
work you have done mll through your 1lirfs. I do wisl. you lnew
liow many af us think of you and of the work you have done, ana

<
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of the lead you have shown us, and how truly we adnire not only
the strong and purposeful way iu which yrouw heve pursued the
things you thought right, but the complete ignoring of self Lthat

you have shown in 'that, which 1s the greatesl siun of patriotism
and all it means, '

Chalrman.

Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt,
The ‘/hite House,
Tashington.
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December 2, 194.

My dear [Lady Heading:

lrs. Hoosevelt noks me to send
ou the enclosed check for £5,00 which
s sent Lo her bj{irs. Llaine K. Chupin,
Box 028, Ketchun, Idaho, whoase ten year
old daughter Loris Marie, collected it for
they "Shell Qut FPundY for milk for the ehild- L

red oI Frgland,

Ura. Roosevell feels you will know
the proper destination for this money and will
appreciale it 8o swuch if you will be good enough
to see that it reaches there,

With every good wish, I am
Affectionately,

The Dowager Uarcnioneas
of Resding, D.B.E.
41 Tothill Street
London, England, VDS

T T —



December 2, 1944.

My dear Mrs. Chapin:

Mrs. Roosevelt has asked ma Lo
thank you so much for your letter and the
check for §5.00 which was collected by your
young daughter for the “Shell Qut Fund". She
thinka it fine what Doris Uarle has done and
congratulates her. Mrs. Rocsevelt lo send-
ing the check to The Dowager Marchioness of
Reading, who is Chalrman of the Women's Vol-
untary Services for Civil Defense in Londen,
England, who Mrs. Roosevelt is sure wlll see
that it reaches the proper organization.

Mirs. Roosevelt deeply appreclates
the kindness of you and your husband in offer-
ing to send her pictures of the Navy's Rehablli-
. tation Program at Sun Valley, Idaho, and will
be delighted to have them.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
lirs. Roosevelt.

Mrs. Elaine K. Chapin
Box 028 d
Eetchum, Idaho.

T ——— T
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Kra, F. D. Roosevelt !ﬂ
White House ‘J/P

Washington, D. C.

Daar Mrs. Hoosesvelt: g {gh

Many times I have asked myself why do people bother you
with all of their personal problems both major and minor but T
believe I now have the answer, You are the only one who rsally
takes and interest in all of these problems. Thanks to your kind
consideration to all of thoass who have imposed on you in the vpast
1 am taklng the liberty of sending a small check to you in the hone
that you will see that it 1s forwarded to the proper sourcs,

e I.-':’i_(

This money was obtained through the hard earned efforts
} of my ten year old daughter for the Halloween "Shell Out Fund"
for milk for the children in England, One week nrior to Hallowean
I heard an announcement over the radlo to the effect that the
' chlldren of America wece foregoing the usual "Tricks and Treat"
custom on Halloween and in its place were collecting money for
«% milk for the children of England by saying "Shell Out" at each
© home end asking for a dime donation for this worthy causa, I
¥ spoke to Doris Marie sbout it and she thought 1t a anlendlid ides
F¥? and I suggested she ask about it at school. The result belng that
\E? ~ the only child in town who observed "Shell Out" was Doris Marie.
NN \._ She handed me the money informing me that sha knew I would send it
in for her. I have tried from every possible source’'in this part
Q%— of the country to locate someone who might enlighten me on this
Al
O

+ O A7

L}' subject but te date no one seems to have ever heard about "Shell

i Out", Of course I could have suggested to Doris Marie that she
\» contribute the money to the Red Cross but it would mnot have been
falr to her nor would it have been fair to those who contributed.

~——— I will greatly avoreciate your amssistance in finding the oroper
"\ channel for this money and in the future I assure you I ashall not

Hﬂ be guilty of such & mistake but will have the full particulars be-

\i fore I make such a suggestion, :

My husband 1s Ellis L., Chapin the rhotographer for Sun

Y Valley in peace time as well as during this emergency. He has been
making pletures of the Navy's Hehabllitation Frogram at this world

\ ~ famous peace time resort here in Sun Valley., Knowlng how interested

'\<\ you have been in the facilities and the care of our boys in the

J service I thought you might enjoy having some nilctures of the Program
here in Sun Valley. If you should like to have thess pletures both
my husband snd I will be very glad to mend them to you.,

Thenk you very much for your lkindness ond if you should

desire the pictures please let us know, Before closing I must say
how very happy I am that Mr, Haoosevelt will continue as Preaident

of the United 3tates,
Sinceresly i ,




Deceomb er :ulrl lgui

Dear Eady Reading:

It was more than kind of you
to write about the election. 1 wm glad
there is to be no change because of the
wspect of our internationsl relutions and
I am quite sure that my husband can do
the work required but I certainly hope
that the war will be over and peace well
on lte vay before another four years are
over,

fiith many thanks for your letter
and for the calendar which you sent me and
with every pood wish, I am .

Affectionatedy,

The Durmpger Larchicness
or teading, D.B.L.
Worenls Volurkspy Jervicus

for Uivil Dielenge
41 Tothill Street

Yesdon, Lnglaml,

TP T ———
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WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE

R, A
41 TOTHILL STREET e
| LONDON -
_ ENGLAND. -'5'("'9.‘}
President 1 H.M. THE QUEEN LETTEE Hﬂ.lg

Chairman : The Dowager MARCHIOMESS OF READING, D.B.E.

SR/MJ 14th November, 1944.

hewe M= (Gorauresth

I do want to write and tell you how delighted we all
are at the election of the Presidsant. We have sat with
bated breath wondering, walting and yet quite certain in
ourselves that it would come toc pass. I know that for
you, you must be very worried at the extra strain and the
extra burden, but to us who believe so much in his
understanding and in his great wisdom culled from so much
experience, we should have felt it very, very hard and
very, very worrying, if a change had been made at this
moment - we have relied so much on his Judgment and on his
knowledge of the psychology of individuals and nationa,
and I for one, have always felt that it was tha sound
knowledge of his which has helped so much, not only in
your affairs but in our affairs, again and again. It ia
very difficult to sit by and not eay a esingle word when you
are longing for a thing and to watch without making any
coutward visible sign of your inward and very forceful
feelings, but I think it'e quite fair to be allowed to BAY HJ1I
how much we rejoice in his election, and how truly we wish
you every eingle possible good wish in the way of success
in every undertaking, and happiness and health in the
Years shead.

1 know you must have hundreds and thousands of lettears
and this at any rate, is one that does not need anawering,

Jbut

Mre. F. D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C., U.8.A.



Mra. D. Rooaavelt 14th November, 1944.

but I could not bring myself to forbear from writing to you
because I do so want you to know that your English friends
are sending you every possible good wish, spoken and
unspoken, for strength to undertake what must be a colossal
burden, in the years ahead, and the great fulfilment of all
that you and we so truly believe in.

Chairman

T —



WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE

41 TOTHILL STREET )
LONDON L) 5"
S.W.1. v 4
ED/AM = D3/40 3rd January 1945
r —
hﬁ I Lady Reading is eway in Indie at the moment sc

1 m writing te thank you for your enclosure of five
dollars, sent by Mra. Elaine Chapin for the children
of England. I am writing an acknowledgment to

Mra, Chapin for her kindness in aending us this gift,
kLﬁ'l.«c.o\."ﬁl %hcﬂaﬂﬂ‘\-l
f
e

Head of Empire and Poreign Department,

M#ss Malvina Thempson,
The White Houas,
Washington,



Pebruary 26, 1945, A0

Illu.r)u.d;r lilndizlgl_l

I wis plad to get your letter
and I would be 5o Interested to alt down
with you and hear about lndia,

I can well lmapine what a
breating tine you are hoving with re ing
re—equipping the bombed out faniliem, T do
not know how human belnps stend so ruch.

The cnsualties of the present
fighting are appalling and welgh heavily
on all of us, thoush most of ne sny prayers
of thanks every night that we have boen
apared what you have pone throuph,

The results of the Yalta conference
were well received here on the whiole and there
is gresat interest in the cooing eonference at
San Franclsco. There Llv wn encouraping und
increasing Interest in worle afrolrs which e
are all working hard te nurture.

With best wishes, I an

Affectionately,

The Jovaper linrchioness of i.eading

wonen's Voluntary services for Jivil Uelfence
L1 "Mothill Street

London, Zngland,




WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES {
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE Qb

41 TOTHILL ST
LONDON
ENGLAND.

Prasident 1 H.M. THE QUEEN

REET ., I
a4 *"t!f

Vel (BT
i r 1 ?
/213 ‘:gﬂph

Chalrman i Tha Dowager MARCHIOMNESS OF READING, D.BE . LETT&ER 1.0.1¢

B8R

D.9/40

Mo NeA Gt -

I was 8o delighted to findg your 1

20th Januury, 1945,

etter of lovember 15th

when I arrived back from India, and to get news of You dirsct.

It is slways such a very real pleasurs
enjoy more than you would ever believe

I had a most interesting visit to

and one which I personally

India, snd found how

greatly it is impossible to makas elthor tue people there know

what is happening here, or our people
happening thera. I'm sure that is av

here know what is
erlastingly the same

difficulty with Jyour mean overseas. The hardships st g distancs,

and especlslly the distance in & count

ry where there are very

few Europesn women, have to be overcome, and, therefore, we have

Bgreed to send out WVS members to the

Command on a separste baais to anythiin
bafors, These members will La sccrad
Chief and will follow behind the Army,
te & certain number of people to direc
various wslfare work that has to ba do
what your Army has always done but wha
done up to date, and I hope it will be

I had a very interssting trip.
three weeks but it was = delightful th
great number of psople and asaw 8 great
bring back & bird's eye view of the wh
in consequence, arranged to lend them

Mrs. F. D, Rouaevelt,'
The White House,
Washington, U.3.A.

forward srees of the SEAC
g Lhat has ever been done
ited to the Cowmander-in-
80 that there will always
t the wetivities of the
na. In fact, vary much
t our peoples have not
vary euccessful,

I wes, alas, only in India
ree weeka snd I visited g
deal and was able to
ole situation. We heve
key .members of 4V5 to
/WS (India)



re. F. D. Roosavelt ' 30.1.45.

\WV3 (India) to try and stimulate both their recruitment and
co-ordinate the effort there is locally so that there should
be & pool of voluntesrs instead of esach undertaking
canalizing their own voluntsera and not using them to the
common advantage.

I was lmmensely impressed to see to what an extent absence
from this country make. one see ths work that has been done in
8 perspective which is valuable from an appraising point of
view, and although I worked frightfully hard the whole time I
was away, I really do feel as if I have had a most lovely
heoliday of several wesks duration. I have come back with a
difficult proposition because, of course, we have got a very
hard winter here with every sort and kind of complication and
yet we want to denude ourselves of our very best people in order
to make this new Job go well, and it isn't because we want the
Job to go well but because we know the men require the help to
such & huge extent. I am very struck by the fact that the
people here, although they are very worried and although they
know how hard it is to get anything of the sort done, have
agreed to teke an even hsavier responsibility in order to
release other people to go out.

Last Monday 1 want down to see & very nasty incident in
one part of London and I was telking to some of the o0ld neople
who locked derelict beyond words, they were crowded round a tiny
fire, it was very cold with very heavy frost and snow outdoors,
their homes had Leen smashed by one of these lovely V's and they
really were in poor shape. I thought 1'd cheer them up and so
I said to them I had just come back from Indis and"ds you know
there are lots of eggs therey I saw one man who had had so many
eggs in two hours I don't know how he ate them.” One old lady
looked at me and she said "Eggs, eggs - I call eggs old fashioned."
It really does augur well for & woman who has notlilng, who perhaps
has not seen an egg for three months, to be sble to call eggs
old-fashioned, and I marvelled at her courage

/e



krs. F. D, Roosevelt 30.1.45.

We are working very hard on & rehoming progranme and have
so far had mors than 100 railway contalners of furniturse and
gifte brought up from the countrv. e arsa sspealing toeyery
single area in the country that hagn't been Lombed this last
year, to contribute something to the psople who have lost their
homes and who find it impossible to set up new liomes, because

.even if you have the money the things aren't in the shops.

The scheme is working extraordinarily well, with great genserosity,
and we are finding that psopls are not glving their second and
third best btut thelr really good stuff, which I think is a grand
glgn of understanding but, of course, the whole thing is hsart-
Lreaking and very, very heavy work indeed.

I do hope 1 shall see you at no too too distant a dote

Chelrman




copy

WOMEN'S VOLUNTA'Y SIRVICES / /i
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE
41 TOTHILL STREET
LOMDON
SW.l.
J=0=45

My dear Lrs, Roosevelt:

I hestitete to trouble you with even one
extra letter Lut the Lord of Courts Council heve
asked me to epproach you end say (unofficielly)
how deeply they would eppreciete the honor of en-
tertaining the Fresident or yourself when you come
to Englend -- As you ¥mow they ere the foremost in
municipel suthority of the United Kinpdom snd fulfil
a rathar speciel funetion in the meke up of our
administretion in which the Haticn of central
legislation puts- loyelty or the shoulders of locel
government. I do hope you will keep this upripght
in mind if you posaibly can.

I h've Just embarked cn &8 tour of Scotlesnd
recruiting workers for work in Burma and it 1s quite
en onergetie underteking.

With all my best wishes

Ever yours affectionrtely

(signea) Lady Reeding
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Marel 20, 1945

Deer Ledy luedingi

I an giving tlic letter of
introfuction to Miea Hesy liernndsy,
who 18 going to Burope for the Clria-
tien Solience tonltar.

I hove lmown Jias Hornadey
for a long time, I will approoiste
snything you een do to help her,

Vory sincaraly yours,

rohioness Reading
Lopdon |f  —————

B

~

0/h



Uareh 22, 1945.

Dear Lady Reading:
Thank you for the photographs
showing the work being done by the H.V.5.
I found theu very interesting and appre=
clate so much your sending them to me.
with every good wish, I am
Affectionately,

r
; v n;

The Dmgar iia.rch;fnasa of Heading y
domen's Voluntary Services for Civil Lefense

L1 Tothill Street
London, Lngland. VD3



WOMEN'S VOLUNTARY SERVICES ~rf
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE

41 TOTHILL STREET “% -
LONDOM
ENGLAND.
President: H.M. THE @QUEEN
Chalrman : The Dowager MARCHIOMESS OF READING, G.B.E, LETTER NO.1l6
8R/MJ 24th February, 1945.

I am sending you out under separates cover,
8 set of photographs showing the work of WwWvs,
which is being produced by the Ministry of
Information.

I know how intereasted you are in the work
undertaken by women, and I think you may be interested
to see some of the activities WVS undertake, a number
of which will I know, be familiar to you from your
own vielt hare.

With all best good wishea. .

Chairman

Mra. F. D. Roosevelt,
The White Housse,
Washington D.C.,
“'IEOA.I y
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