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Decoml>er 4 , 1933. 

UY deur IA:r. :,tuollltt·: 

Than~ you V rl. l ' 1 nuch ror 

ocnullnll "" t hn book . I dee~ly u;>proc1o to 

t l n flrot opporttm1ty . 

Very atnoeroly ynura. 

Kr. Up\oo Slnclo1r 
Loa .I.A&ol•• Wen Brancb 
Ca llfom1e 
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UPTON S INCLAIR 

october 31, 1933 • 

• Ura, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
washington, o. 0 . 

Wy dear Vrs. Roosevelt: I know that you must get hundreds of books, but this 18 a very emall one, and I would like very much to ha•e you l ook through lt. 
It WRB a greRt pleaeure to bath my wif e and my­self to meet you, and our friends gather around ~gerly to ask what you are l ike, and more espec i al l y , what you think. 
We ere living In a greAt time and I, who hpve been studying t he problem for thirty ye•ra end who predicted this situation neAr ly t hirty years avo, ~turR' lY feel that I have somethlnR to say about i t . I will procably not be ~overnor, but at leaet I hope to put eome new Ideas at work i n thle state. 

Sincerel y. 

·--------- -· 
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blWU MO 41J. NL ? :44a.m. 

New York, N. Y. Oct. 21, 1933 

Mrs . Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

The Whit a Rouse . 

My wife and I wil l be in Wash1naton Tuesday and hope to 
have t he pleasure of meeting you. we are old friends or 
Prestonia Martin whoso book is to be published by Farrar 
and Rinehart immediately as result or your commendation . 
Re~ly Algonquin Hotel . 

-Upton Sinclair. 
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friyvtt; - uot i \u• .J4u.J,,lQwt.lyu. 

J •••• uc.r;y .t.o, .>.'JJ4 

ihlar lU. loiL1Cl<41.1·: 

l 11GYG l'EI"Cl )'u <J' 000.0: ...nil 
l ,,.,y., c.J.V&U it t.o ...y tlu.Jo-.~1<1 t.o re~u. 
~e Ol thto ttl.L..J.~ wz.u.c.u )'u\4 t..u voc~ t-~ 
l ...., tl<l~l·tJ.'-f !.. .r .. vo1• o1·, vtn.,rs l .. 
u.o ...wt thLl..t Gl'CJ Out-J.rd.J.I ..,, • .,.c;t.l.-.;~o&Ol.a, 
Ut...t. taeu ••~t ·~ .l..tu,r~ct.l.t.:uu.&.o touc.J ls 
~v......tttJJ.uJ:~ ,;ruutJ.t.:-u..~ tt,)UOl'l'..lW, .[ (...U h>.) t 

~·de..t., uv.1ovar, t.L.&a.t l """' !Jo,.u'l'.i.t.:.i.v.1t..._y 
i.u. i.i.CCvrtJ. J.l. t .u IOU .. • e.,t.1.1·~ iue~ LO ......... ..,;u 
w.41 iJU,b.Lic ~t.t.r.t~t;tut ~.oot. .,;rt. 4o.,t. 

11r. Upton ciLlcl«ir 
os ~~eles West Brtincb 

l.U'ornia 
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UPTON SINCLAIR 

January 15, 1934 

Mrs . Fr anklin D. Roosevelt 

WashL'8 t on, D. c . 

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

A friend j U~t tol d me 1n s t rict confidence tl•at he 

had heard an authenuc report t•.at you were going to 

anuounce publicly your inter es t .ln the l:.P!C plan to 

end VO"eny in Cal1!·orn1a. 

I loto~ that a million rumor s como out or WaslUJl8ton 

ever y day &ud tnis 111ay be Just one or t~~e=o. out I taJ<e 

it as the occasion to wri te you a li t tle note and r e­

mi nd you t iun you pro•U~ed to read my book. 

I attach here a r eview ~hat has j us t appear~ 1n the 

Hew YorK Times and also a or1er su=aar7 wnrcn l nave 

prepared for those Who have11 1 t t!ma t o t·ead books . 

~Y wife Joins 1n lr.i..odest ro:,;aros . 

<>incerely, 

US/lib 



· .. 

Toe .Los iill11W.1111 Bxw1 nor ls 
~Wder o lllia .. vvreheuaioa. The Cb=ce 
for o aoverllolllout l'~>ctory i11 :;tUl 
~oa~i~e. The Bouse did soy tn"t 
tne Post Oft1ce W..,bt ••ot buy cel·U.ill 
moterLU.11 1'%'014 tl•e Reed:;vll.Le factory 
beclouae a. lllWl 1n llloi~ID~t. bbd 150 mao 
wor .ld.cl& 1.11 n taac t o ry waich J.U&Jtes .LoClt- , 
bo• ~•'¥• ~.11cll are ~A sed by the Post 
Ot.l'1ce, t.t~d no felt 1t wou.Ld hur t b1a 
Cb&nces for tne Poat Of fice contruct. 
!nere 11 rea.»ou for foe~~. nowever , 
t.w.t Uti& ditf1Clllty w.y be ove.rcowo 
...uo. l til~ ~o IP'II<l t lie.l. bb:; bt~en w....lie 
o.r tw.a o)l'OIIIa tw-ol)'. 

l.l' t.t.e worat coaes to t.tle wor:Jt, 
we a&¥ nuvo to uave some otuer niud or 
:.. t actury, but tAel'O is .. o reu.l. uau~er 

- to tile o)roJeot " " LA Whole. 

Very siuoerel! yours, 

Mr. Opton ~1Dolair 
Loa .lnge.Les West Branch 
CaUtor aia 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPR&CI~;r& SUCG&S'C'lON.S ~ROM ITS PA1'RONS CONC&It.NINO ITS S8JlVIC::2 
I 

CI.AH Ot S1!J. VICI WESTE·RN' .. S IONS - OL- O.rt...n..-
Tha 1.1 a ful1•rllltC Nt.e - N._h.t ... _ . 

T del~ or C..blc.- I ~ram unJea~ ltl d6-

UNI ON )."L•N~tl..dw 
c:n¢d chllncter Ia ln.- ( 'i(\ } LC • O.t.n.d CA'Dt. dicated by a .ult$blc 

t.l$,1\ above or pr~ NLT• Cab~. Nl&ln Luur 
Ina: the addfcw. 

II •• , WMI'nl _.-llWCOI'l. C.AtiU,TOM J . C.. W II.I . ..aV Illt 
4 Sht~~-

..... i .. MT (;"_.. . ..... ... , ... ..OJO•• ,.,._..,. ,..e.&·no-••- ool 

'!'be 6li~ li- u ohowa l.a ta.da-~b•<o• r\1~ w..;,._UMidayle.Uen, &Ddt.bed-ot ""*,pt at<klllu\ioo u ~o oo all w-.-"' I'ITANDAJ\.DTUC:&. 
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\'/I·IITE HO US E 1'/AS~I DC: 

FRONT PAGE ED I TOR IAL LOSANGELES tXA!.l i N£1"1 DENOUNCES Y ~UR PLAN 

HAVE UN£~.1 PLOYE 0 t.IANUFA CTURC:: FUf1N I TURE II'J \'!E STV I r.G I N I A 

FAC TOI'\Y US I NG GOVERNMENT Rt:: Li t::F F U!~ DS EX,\ ;l i.'JER SUPPOP. TS 

ACT I ON OF CONGRESS FORB I DD I NG US POST OFF ICE TO PURCHASE 

FURN I TUP.E FROI.l TH I S FACTORY STOP THREE I I Ui~ur.ED EP I C CLUBS 

PLEDGE D TO END POVERTY. I N CALI F011N IA DY ·PUTTI NG UrJcl.\ PL OYE D 

AT PRODUCTI VE L ABOR ARE PREPARED TO GO TO BA T DI TH 

REACTIONAR I ES ON TH I S I SSUt:: \'IE DENOUNCE CONDUCT OF 

. CONGRESS I ONAL TOR I ES AND DEG YOU PERSUADE PRES I JENT I NDUCE 

CONGRE SS TO REV ERSE I TS STAND REGARDS: 

UPTON S I NCLAIR . 

. . 
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t>re11:; l' e.;~ort» l.u.lCI letters !;~ve COlll.a to lie 1u<Ucot1u& tlli&t I 1rell .. ru JvUl' fuberw.toria.l. cw.llltlL.CY wit.. i'~avor•. NlOW tbat you w.L.u. uuue1•st..ud th~t I cow.u •• o t Ul 1tq present .,~s1t.Lun .,> tl'lll1 t t.1u usv ul' lfq uwae in I.>.AY 'tiU.J 1u ~.w.y ... t~ te ..:;......,~~-.1¥0• Yo.>~.a 11/J),y tu.vo ;OSC:JL tue ~res., :ltuL~ttut .. w.c:h ~1-ya, •tn., l:'l·os1ceut t i J.1 " :~ trl.ct~y o.CIIlor .. to t.lli» ' llalms on.·• pu~icy ~uw w l lll Wbel·ever o.tteGOvts are uu.ae to 1uvoJ.ve hl.w 14 loc~ .;~olitic~ yL.rty ..:ont edts•. l>1ua,e t.his 1:1 t.n;; :~t..t .. u wnic:h the rrc.,iueut h..':. t...tea, o»'fl.uu;;l.y l n~ove u oJ ~teruut.ive. 

Very s.Luceruly t ours, 

• .ll.r. Upton Sinclair 
Los Jmgel es 
l:al1forn111. 

(_ 
I 
I 
\ 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHtNOTON 

April 26, 1934 

our lira . lloo•e vol t : 

I n reply to ;v11r memorandWll o t' yes t erday, 
may I auggeat thot you merely advloa Up~on Stnclalr 
that pres• 'reporto and l ettero hove come to you and 
these tnd tca~ that you regord uts gubernatorial 
candidacy wtth "tavor." 

I .ouq,aest abo that you lMka l t plaln to 
him that you oaa not permit the usa ot your name ln 
any ~ ln any state campaign . His attention 
might be ln•lted to the attached memorandum given 
tha press on t.:arob 23rd , the last paragreph ot •hlob 
states emphattcally that "The Pres i den t will etrtotly 
ad bore to t bia 'hand a ott• polic y when and whereYar 
at tempts ero made to ln•ol•e hi m t n locel polltlcal 
party con testa ," 

lnoamuch as tho ~resident has takon thl o 
attituda nationally, obviously you hava no alterna t ive-­
or something 10 that e troo t , 

Thla ! a my boot judgment. 

Sincere ly, 



a:arcb 23, 1934 

In answer to newopaper reports that the anti-Curry fight 

i n New York City woul~ bo discussed with the President by Pootmnster 

C..neral Farley, it was definite ly stated today n t the ~'lhi to House 

that the Prosidont will take no part whatever in such discussions 

nor will ha in any vay allow himself to be drawn into the poll tical 

controversy between Curry and anti -Curry tections . 

Preaa reports 0\1888sUog that r.!r . Farloy would outline the 

situation to President Roosevel t and discuss vith him the part the 

National Administration shoul d take in the anti-Curry movement were 

ca tagoricelly denied . 
'\ 

It woe emphasized that the Presi dent llill strictly adhoro 

to tbla "hands off" policy llhon and wherever attempts are made to 

involve bim in local political party contests • 

• • • • 

_ __ ..,;; 



• THE W HITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

n;.rH .<5 1 1934 

l.le;.r .:>teve: 

11oulo .Lt be ,,lSI< to \lri ttl 
u...,too ::.iu~.Lair s~yiu6 toot 0 1 cuurlie 
iu ""Y ,>re~eut. .,u:...Ltioo i colllO .1ot; 
pos sioly huvc uuyoouy use wY ubm~ u1 
a :1 t;., te ct.~~~paign w•u I \1ow.u be v.;ry 

6
rutefu.L 1~ he '•'ti"'-V be very car!:l'UJ.? 

l:.. h . 
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"SYNCHRONIZE CALifORN IA WITI1 THE ROOSEVE LT RECOVERY PROGRAM" 
I 

IEVANS • f()IR • 4G()VIEIRN()IR 
SOUTHfRN CAL I FORNIA ~leADQUA IHfRS 

!HO fo-Otl Bldq. • 7do o"d H1ll Sh. 

LOS ANGELES -· PHONf VA,..OII'I.f 4329 
/ April 

Mrs . Franklin 0 . Roosevel t , 
White House, 
Washington, D. C. 

'\f <·· ,' 
J I • ' 

I· ,- , 
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c J ~ 
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(' 
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My dear Mrs . Roosevelt:- \ -./ /•' { 

<P 
p 

/ I .. ,., 
' 

14th, 1934 . 

r 
o, 

- Enclosed you will find a clipping which I believe you will 
find most interesting. Our friend &~ . ~in~lair is ma~n~ mu~capital 
of his visit with ~ou and b~ ~Hect llhA- lmillreC:Cmetli s,_ii;aking if -· 

9:Weat You ore";1"Jli _uvQr or _1_--''-ai .r. Thi s is most unfair to you and 
"""tlt'§ President and to all of us who are vTOl'king so hhi'd t o bring this 

state into line wi t h the President's pr ogram. 

Of course, we all like 11 Uppie" and as on author and worker he 
has been of great benefit to the ,coU!!try. However his attempt to con­
vel·t the Democrat i c Party to a Soci alist yrogram in Ca;t.ifornia by giv­
ing l ip service to the President and at the san1e t ime destroyi.ng the 
confidence of the people of Cal ifornia in the President ' s yrogram 1s t 
doing untold damage . He even goes so far as to l ump the Roosevelt Re­
covery Program with that of· Mr. lloover . 

The linking of your name with his prog1•a n> therefore 1ntel:'feres 
with efforts of true friends of the Presioent to synchronize this state 
with t.he nation . 

I am heartily i n f avol' of your subsistence- homestead plan and· all 
of the Administ r a tion plans and hnvlng had a few i deas accepted as part 
of the Administration's program I am particul t.rly anxious that their 
success may not be hampered by such unworkabl e plans such a s Sinclair 1 s 
which claim yo~ support. 

Uost sincerel y yours, 

P. S. The column from which the enclosed clit.J>in;: is taken 1s wi dely 
syndicated among California coUII!Junity news).npers ·ami I tel i eve has 
been observed by l'oo,ooo readers . 

I'IOWINATI W'IWAW H. IVAI'II GOVIIli'IOil AT THI DINOCJUTIC PlliNAill18, AUGUrr ..... '9!+ 



,_,.,,,,,,,,,,,., .... ,_"' 
EVANS for COVERNOR 

., ' •. '1(//'S,'.' 'WQ"~·,:· ROOiD'Sl~' " ...... . 

.. . . .. . .. .. i ·" · !.AAt.ltJ" .:.I . ............... . 
1.01 •••cr.u. O.u.D'OaJfU. 

Lrs ~ ?ru.klir: ~ . Pocsevelt , 
Tbe ~ite rotse1 ... ash.inc:too , :". (; .. 



' 
THE W)'<ITE HOUSE f 

I 
I ' 

WA$HIN(;TON 

.. • 

1 do not think tbere ta anything we 
c an do about tba situation In Cal1torn1a respecting 
Creal and Slnclo l r . ~th want !dmlnla ~ration 
support and 1 have no doubts but what both are do­
ing thol r boat to croata tho tmproaston tha t they 
ere wanud by tho Adminlatratton. 'l'ho Prast-
dent•s policy is one or "hande ott.•• Unless 
you want to wri te Wr. Sinclair coooernlcg otber 
subjects, I do not think I would ooftftent on the 
cerked paraureph. 

I am Yery curious to know what Mr . 
Sinclair 11161lDt In the last SODl·OIICO or poregrapb 
tbl:'ee. It whol the sentence soya Is wbllt 1t 
metula , I do not see how Mr. S1 ucle1r een be a 
Democrat or s fr iend. 

'\ 
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llll!l:o. I' or 11r. l!:&.r l y 

Deur Steve: 

!'.lease reua tbe puro.gruph 

Which I i•uv o wur.cea . 

lo:. fl . 



UPTON SINCLAIR 

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

8 TA T ION A . P"!;;AO EN A, 
eAUFORNIA 

May a, 1934 

I . 

I have your letter of May lat. I perfectly understand 
your position, and thank you for writing me• Please accept my as• 
surance that I have never at any time, whether in ptint, or inter• 
views or in speeohes, made any statement that you or your husoand 
•regard my gubernatorial candidacy with tav_or 11 ; neither has any 
such statement oeen made under my authority or with my knowledge 

- by any one connected with my campaign, On the contrary, I have 
very emphatically ordered that this should not be done. 

The only~tatement of the aort that I have seen 1n print 
originated from Wa~ngton and appeared in the New Yorl< "Daily News", 
Thi e clipping came to me yesterday, and or course I hoped it was 
true, It was in the Washington correspondence of the Daily News 
and bore the names ot two newspaper persona wholly unKnown to me . 
So fa• as I know, no statement of this aort has ever been puolished 
1n California, 

I think that to make the record clear I had better tell 
, you exactly what I have been saying in my speeches , First, con­

cern1.ng the President: 1111)' reason# tor joining the Democratic Party 
is because it has given us in the White House a man who baa not mere· 
ly a kind heart but an open mind, .which is a very rare quality in a 

ll \
statesman. It 1a 1111cb better luck than we 4eaerve, It the American 
people had known two years ago what 111r. Roosevelt waa going to do, 
they would have elects~ Hoover. " 

Second, concerning yourself: "My ~e and I had the pleas• 
ure of spending an hour in the White Rouse 4. talking with lilrs. Roose• 
valt. We found her a gracious and aympatheti person, keenly alive 
to the proolema of the time. She h~ been reading a book written by 
a friend ot ours wb!Oh advocates a plan or aooial reconatruotion, and 
1n what abe aaid to ua she laid streaa upon the importance ot aeourit)' 
tor all classes 1n our commun!ty,and the failure or pur system to pro· 
vida this security.• 

Th1rd, during tbs question period I am treq.1ently asked 
conoern!ng the attitude or the Administration tow~ the BPIC Plan 
and I answer: "I do not know this and I would not be tree to qgote 
it 1t I did ~t boom my talk with •nr persona in Washington, I oan 
ear this with aaauranoe, that nothing would please the Adm1niatration 
1110re than 1t tbe people or some State would get ui and do aomething to 
solve the proolem or unemployment tor themselves. 

·~'""4JJ\•- ........ ·- -
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It thoro 1a anything in the above wh1oh 
aay , ploaae tell me ao and your letter will be 
ly confidential. 

I should not 
considered strict~ 

I might add that reports are being widely puolished all 
over this State thAt George Creel, who is a candidate, has the 
backing ot the Administration. I am having nothing to say on 
thia subject. All the politi cal ooaervera aay that unloaa the 
Admini stration takes a stand, I am going to be tho next Governor 
ot Cal1tornia. I enclose a cartoon which will , I am sure, give 
you some amusement . 

that 
what 

S:K 

Let me ad~ that when the President oomoa out horof I hope 
I may have tho privilege or a tow mtnutoa to toll h~ just 
this Plan ot aura 1s. 

S1neeroly, 



SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 193-l 

Co111p/,,in1, Couched in the Current A-!tmner 

I f THEflli'S 00 <" mcdlttHul s1dt:·show that r<"~ lly nt't"ls 

no OOrJ.<.·r. 
ffs tht" aaiJ or,al .lCrob.uin of Mr5 Dororlly I•ArJ..u. 
A Cong rtssiou.)l irh'1.'$Cig.11ion couiJ ~ conJucteJ qu1tc 

properly 
lmu thc wa)'S anJ mean~ by whid1 llhc m:~in 1,1ina hu wi~· 

(111Cking •nOnQJX>Iy~ 

1:0, chis sdnulb.m bJy k't"m.S nlwilys 10 t h C' duoc:s 

Of proJudng morc than htr shout' of th( n.uion's bon moll 
AnJ "' htthtr V.LSUr Or Katltl\ ri rlt: H('J,biJrn is tht' subj«C 

of h~r latc.·st wiuidsm 
~hnh;uun's htcr.uy los rolle-rs Stt to rt th~t such bJIJ 

bullunu rs l>~:yooJ uit1u:.111 

You .and I OlnJ our less br~tt l( ;~nJ el'IOrt' provinci.1l (QCt'tu::. 

C1n ku.lly cxp«l to bt.• noticc.··l lx·lli,fl." thi~ ooc·"''omJn 
rc-n.llb,lll(f.•, :uclarn\1.:".1 by lwr \'OClnt·s: 

1\nJ C'V(rl if thoc affrcuonate Oo~wdb pto\ e thac 1tu·ir i,lol 
•~ cp•grunrrulic from du.»: hll J Jun 

Some of us )u.spccc chat sht migll1 111l..c: 1irnc oif onct in .1 

wlult tO M'W Or .lol~"<'p or Spl'<"O 

Or 1l1lol ~auglu unauar<'S wilh ;~ ht':td:.cht' Of :U'I Ovt'rJn.,.,·n 
accoun1 or unlinisht',l chores. 

NC'w York's mistrds of malice m•ght conct'IVJbly uy somt·· 
tlung no rnose ;~picnt chan thc re~t of us botes 

- HifhnrJ ShtoJ,m Am'J 

The &rly 8il'll Exritts shr Bm'"J'""" 

I 
r-----------------~----------~----



U PTON S I NCLAI R 
STATION A 

~UAO(NA, CA LirOIIII:H I A 
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Mrs . FranKlin D. Roooovelt, 
The Whi te House, 
Washington, D. c. 

,,.. ~ 
-" l I ·, ~. 
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tlu .•• ~ you Vt!ry ...ucl:i fo1·· your 

l e t tdl"1 IIlliCh I iWI Very g.L<.u to huVe. 

Very siHcerEU.y ~o\.lr:l1 

ar . Upton Sinclai r 
Station A, Pasadena 
Calil'orr.ia 

t' l ) 
I 
•, 

S: O 

J 

... ,, -·· 
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~~r :r . ~1ncla1ra 

'Itlank you very IIIUch for> your 
letter. I tlo!l at'r aJ.d that I do not 
I".ZLOW en" UI!b to COCILlllen t. rut I !!l.o VO 
c1 vcu you .. letter to my clus oa.'ld to 
r tJud. 

Very s1ncoraly y·~urs0 

Kr. Upton 81nolaJ.r 
Pasadena 
Calif. 

I uu 

0 
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UPTON SINCLAIR 

CALl,.OftNIA -· 
Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. 0, 

June 3 , 1935, 

Ky dear Yrs, Roosevelt: 
1 few days ago I sent the 

enclosed letter to your husband, I know that he 
was never busier, and so I am taking the liberty of 
sending you a copy and asking you to read it and uee 
your judgment about putting it before him, I hope 
you will understand that I am not speaking blindly 
when I say that I have devoted my whole life to a study 
of this problem, and I really am offering him here 
the oo~reot way out from the awful jam in which the 
supreme court has put him, 

Anything you oare to write me about the 
matter , now or at any future time , will be strictly 
private and oonfidential, 

Sincerely, 

l 

• 



11&118 22, 193!! 

117 4ou Mr. 8111Gla1r: 

'nWik '¥011 00 auoll tor 'be 

book )'OU o en' to ... 1 a hall aural)' 

road it Cln4 lr.no• that &¥ buoban4 d 110 

wtll bo lntoreo,ad. 

Vor)' alnoorcl)' J Oura, 
> 

Mr. Upton S1nola1r 
station A, Paaadona, Ca11t. DD 

I, 



./ • • 1-,, • • J 

UPTON SINCLAIR 
1/ 

- . -· .. -- . . 
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!!y t\m.r :.: r . Siucl~rirt 

!.!!'So llOOSt' VClt ,.~,;:; Ill!! to 
s:.y , i u .. ut~wcr t o yonr 1 etf.CI' of 
the 5t::, t h .. t she h.:; • c t h d ·t:~P 
to rn .. :l til• book •·rh1ch y.·n ~•'\I t .~uta 
tluo '-GO • .:he Hi ll rt .. :. d it , 0 \ I .,. 'JC' ... " , 
·<~itet. t •te Irl:lubur : ti:>!l 1.: ovf' ·• 

:.!~tl ·t:...'l ... ·~ .. Sci itJlder 
S~.- c t~ r· ._ 1 .. · to 
!.! 1·~ . ;-too'Suvcol t 

1!-r• tl nt ou :t11\t.:L.1 r 
' t . tltlll : 
!'t.!l dcnu 
c .. l1!'orn1~ 
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U PTON SINCLAIR 

-· 
wra. Fr&nklin D. Roosevelt 
"fhite Houoe 
washingt on, D. o. 
Wy dear Krs. Roosevelt: 

January 5, 1937 

I have r efrained fro~ bothering you or your husband 
during the campaign but now I am taking t he liberty 
of asking whether you read the copy of •co-op• which 
I sent you. I think lt ia a boot which would especially 
appeal to you. The problem baa not yet been solved 
and it 111 grow more preaoing ae time paoeeo. 

'- . 
I am asking you to read the enclosed opinions of thie 

ok which as you will see are by eome of our beat 
ople. Any thing you may care to write me about it 
11 be strictly confidential if you eo desire. 

08:10 

Sincerel y, 

~/( c~ L--------. 
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~ lS, 1917 

I 'ltill t'M6 Jar>Z u-Uele jut •• -

•• "- JW<>Of U'J'iftl. '!ll&lllt J OU 'ftey ..ell fetr 

• 

1«'
1 •nctt to •• 

llr. Upton Sinclair 
Pasadena 
C•lif. 
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d /y<.._ / 
'V' ~ UPTON SINCLAIR 

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Washington, D. c. 

Wy dear ¥ra. Roosevelt:-

-· 
July 7th, 1937. 

I have addl'eaaed an open letter to 
the President, which ia to be published i n 1 Liberty•, the iaaue 
ot August 14th. I bave not thought it worth while to aend a 
copy of this to the President, because I have aome idea or b1a 
mail. I have a alced Fulton Oursler to aend you a proof ot ~be 
article ae aoon aa be baa it ready. It i .a easier to read in 
that torm,and it ia mf hope that you will reed it and paaa it on 
to your buay husband. 

I have waited nearly three years before 
troubling him since our i nterview during t he California governor­
ship campaign . 

. Aa you knO'III, I have givan 'l1ffl whole life 
to studying the particular problema wi tb which he. 1& dee Ung, nnd 
I have a right to say that my comreante ehould be ot i mportance to 
him. 

I do not know just when the proota will 
reach you, but I bope tbat you wi ll instruct your aeot•etary to 
get them to you when they oome. 

p 
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., 4-.r ... 11Ule1•• 

... CllilraW 414 ..... .. \» 
pzoah of tu anlolA 10'l oolllOM4. 
a--, 1 • 1!1•4 t o baYe t bo oOpy 
7011 _, 0114 tbaok ,.... fti'J ... a~~ ta. 
1t. 

,...,. alMaNlJ' ,.,....., 

Yr. Upton Slnolalr 
Station A" 
Pasadena, California 
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UPTON SINCLAIR 

l{ , l 
I . 

Ill'S . Franklin D. Roosevelt,~-., 
Washi ngton, D. C. 

»1 dear ~e . Roosevelt : -

August 4, 19:!7. 

•• 
v I ~ 

rr 
,1' . 

1L1bert1" promised me to send 10u advance 

proofs of t his article , but I do not \cnow whether th01 

relll8mbered to do so . 
/ 

serd1ng fOU this copy. 

F 
Bnol. 

Therefope I take the libert1 of 

...-

f' 

<;/v 

' 
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l/1t OPEN LETTER 1A ~VIM 
' UAOI.NC TIME • I MINUTE$ K) $((0 H D$ 

TO 1'ttC f!DITOI: 
Sue or M\'f:R )'ta,.. aco I wNite an ar-Utt., The Pnma~nt Crb.il, 1n which I predu:l~d the eont1nuanN of our probten' or untrnploynltnl. Thfa nrtltll waa submiUtd to more tha n t1 do&tn ot our Judlnt maca&mt.-but to no purpose, Anotht'r aUtMPt r. he,.. made to put thl• probl.tm ud its soh1hon bf.­

fert 1he pubht:. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 
It Ia nearly lh rt(! yt:ll'l t lr1cc I llad t he plelltut•e of spending two houra fn your home: in Hyde Park. diteuuing with you the problems whlell conhont our people. J \"t"nlurtd a prediction u to •h•t our tatuatum .,..ould be a t the end of three yean; at\d r now retail it to tOU. f rom notu which J made a t. t hC!Uime. 

J utt prior to our talk J had been ch01en a t t he Cali­fornia primariea u the ~motratie Pan)~'s c=-ndldate 
ror fO'·emor. f'or a year I had bf.tt\ telling lh• peopf~ of the au.te that the problem of unemployment was to be contidered 11 rerm~ntl\t under our prtunt eynem : thnt fn ao-cnlted " aood tlmca '' we would have tt!n million Idle workers to support. making, with t heir CtmlliH. about one fiflh of our population; and that. in the next 
dt!·prtaion thla number •ould be doubltd. 

To ~·ou r ••id: .. Mr. P retident , )'OU now have tWtrHy· five m1Uion ~raons toe3rc for. nnd in one wny or anothC!r you will h.ave to tt)end a t. lull thl"~ billions a ye.ar to do it:· l"ou r ep1itd that. you were told you would h.ne to 1pend fi"\·e billlont a year to brine bade PI"'OJ)tnt:y. 1 continued: •• Ltt ua U$Umt t hat you tpend thia tor thrte yurt. T hat It t\fteen bllllona ) ' U ht\'t to bor row frorn WAll Street. I( you gh•41 thlt m' · .. e)' to. the une mploye-d. th•f wm ape_nd it for food. clothing, t nd ahtlter, tTld it. wll come bade to Wall Street: and at the end of the three years we thall be ~(\ly wbtrt we were befo~ e:x<'eflt that we thaD be ihat much dee-per tn debt." 

10 

For liberals with 
question: Is this 
liberalism 

common sense - A 
outspoken protest 

without common sense? 

BY UPTON SINCLAIR 
I \ftltured to augQ:ut a ditrerent courst. u tollows: "Spend t he tltteen billions u a capital in\ettmtnt for t he unemployed. Buy land rmd machinery. to thAt they mo.y go to work agRin and produc.e ror them&eh·et the 

food. dothing. and shelter they will nHd-not mertlr tor the next thrte years but from now on. This amou.at ia 
ftft~ h\indttd dollan per unernplored worker. a.nd oar te.lf·he!p oo-operati\"tt Jn C."ihCOn\ia ha,•e J)I'O\'ed that whh thia much Cllpital co--opcrath·e rcrouJ)S or men and 
women can m1~ke them~elve11 independent.." 

I went on to meutlon the demoraliZ-ing tfl'«ta of charity. • ·htther pubhc or pri,·tt.tt:. I arcued that 1n set­t&nr up ~pel'l'l\nt J4:n)UJl' under government super· ' ' lt,on you would be mnku\g a &tArt at dtn\OCI'AC)' in lndu11try, tralnink the work~rs in ttlf·li'O\'Cr linltnt and prep.Ar ing 8 rt(uge for the: larger hOJIL.f Of untmploytd 
who an bound to be Crt'At~ by the further m«hanba­Uon ot indu.~try. 

At the doAO of ou r dltoCu.,lon yo~ alated that. not later th11n Ck-tobCH' 2G ()(that. yea r. It waa y0~1r futMtlon to mnke a rttdfo talk tn fu,·OI' o( p roduction ror U8t Cor the unemplo)'td. The date wn.a ae\·en wttka d11tant, and I walttd for the time to paM. It did eo: and on Ottobtr 23 you made a radio talk on untmployrne:nt--but h was a call for mora p rh•ate charily, What e:~~used )'OU to 4:h ange 
your mincll do nol know: but I Rm fol"(ed 
to call It one of the major tragtdiet or 
our tim-e-. 

Tt.e ftfttt11 billion bu been tpt'ftt. and 
the unem1lloyed hl\'t had food, doth .. 
lng, and 11hcJter of A llOrt. T hott! who 
ml'lkt and sell theto things have made 
prol\t.l. and now ha\'e them in the Wall 
St.rHt bankl. ready to be lent to you 
a r ajn. But t-he unemploytod ba.,·e nothinr ; 
and ther41are nry ntar ly u many of them 
ns on lh o day we talked. E:.stimate" d iffer 
-you have not permitted a t41ntua to be 
taken. to eh·e ua the end knowledge. Someuy tilne milliont.aomeaay ten: but 
for prac:tlt-al purpOit-J the problem re· 
mains •• lt "'&!I· 

T ho tt.otement thRt you hav41 •1>ent five billion• • year on the unemplo)•td requires 
duddatlon. Bu.tln ... Week estimates re-. 
Ud exptnd1tUrH at $10.700.000.000 in 
three )'e.tn. Fortune ellimatea $12,· 
444,000,000 In th 1•~ f t&rl and eight months. Thla includes PWA, \VPA. and 
the CCC camps. llarry Hopldna' ftzurtt oa klc:al·,.lld upendlturu •how that. they run about. $600.000.000 a year. ln 
addition bonua paymentl, • hlpplna aub· 
t ldlet . ahvcr pun:haa~. va rloua klndt of 
afd to ftrmen, loan• on homtt a nd t.o 
b&nb. a PArt of • ·hlch the r ovemment 
W\U not I tt bac-k. Por puf"IIOIIe of thla 
dl~tuuton lt. dON not mat ter who got the 
mo.ney: the point 111 thAt the g overnment 
pouttd It oul to lndlvtduaiJ who l ptOt It, 
an.d thla Ml'"\'tcl to nvlve trade and ket:p 



-
Ned c.aurht hit arm. "Sht didn't ro bi train, arr. She went by ear. ller coualn, Wolf-" 
Vlcd'a fathu raf~ eyu that wt.re- auddt.nly lurlble wfth fear. •• WoJfrancf He wu here? •• 
"Yea. He auffltated that It v.·ould be fuler by car.'' "Wolf! 1 should rather ahe were wJth any wolf than wlth thlt. horrfble boy I We muai a·top them." 
He barked commands. The autogiro mull be refueled immediately. And a ear mual be p~uNCl. A fut r:ar. When the ~arer Jumbt-rtd away, \'On £,·erhardt turntd back to Nod. 
"The ear Ia fo r you. Wilt you follow them by road 1 I will t11ke the plane. It ia me they want. They j u$l wAnt 

her, to make me ao back. 1 muat overt..ke them. Wolf· tanf wiHid ht.r t O If he hu mt:~ 
Ned caught hla ahouldtr. •• You'll havt to tt11 me what ta the matter, Htrr von Everhardt I " 
The little man ahruggtd reJII'nedly. 
" I a m a cheml1t. Some motltha ago l made a di~ovcry whrch would 1M of lncalc:uJablt value lo my 1\rm.-a.nd of 1nc.alc.ulable harm to the world. I t.old my brother of It 

btfo,. I destroyed rey nota. Ue aeet, only the money It --. .. ·ou.ld brlrtg. And now there a re othera who want It­
not for mone:y but for power. 1 do not think this dlt· 
covel")' of mjne. btlona·a to any one, nol e\'M to the father· land. It would be horrible in war. In my head is t he only 
fo rmula, and they want h.. So I lt'ft Ce.rmany. btcauae the,. are WQ'I o f makin• a man tell what he doa DOl want to td'l,.and I am not a brave man." 

Ned felt s uddenly aiek ... And now- " 
"And now they have my daughter to fo rce me back lo Germany, and to makt me do what they want me to do.'' •• Call the police. They ean bt atopped at the border.'' 
The little man ahook hit head wea.ri\¥ . .. You do not know my ntpbew. lie .. -ould kill blmulf and VIed be-

fore he could be atopped now. To fai1 would hurt h la vanity, and he J1 very vain. That is why I must overtake 
them alone, and bargain with him to let Viccj go and take me lnattad." 

The manager came up to tell von. Everhardt everythlnc wu rtad,J. Tba Utile man t umtd to Nod and btld out h it hand. 
"You wnl do rnt thia favorf Follow In the tar, a nd If my dau.llhter hu been rtleaaed, bring her baek htrt:t •• 
"But you, elrf 1-.. 
Von Everhardt ehook hi• huct ... I have I SM'fl.t lOO lon1 

in the aeniee of deatruetion. But lhie J promise-they will not have my formula! •• 
They ahook banda and hurried otT, von Everhardt to the autorlro and Ntd to the car that waa wa.lling for 

him at the back of the bot•l. He wu not a ftrat<lua drlver, and be had a horror of aec.ldtnte that dated from 
the ~··a c:ouplt of )'tan bac.k, wbtn tbret Pf!Qple wilh whom he wu rldln• we.,.. kJiled in a cruh. Thia lime, 
thouah, he foraot hi• eauUon. and aped roc:kleuly down 
tho t.wlatlna mountain road. 

FIVE mlnut• after Nod atartod, 1M a utotrlro puAOd 
ovtr him. fty lnt low. and he e&uiJht a a limpse of a f ritndly arm wavtnc to him. He did not dare take h it hnd off the wheel to wave back. 
It wu a half hour alter ht had puaed throua-h Inter­

laken before ht aaw the blc frHD car haJted far below bltn., where the ro.d twitiAd nto a pua. B•lde it. t.ht 
auto~lro waa btltd over fa. a rutted fteJd. Jt wu juat. a lluhinl' l'llmpoe u tho RoUt mount.od a rldl'tln tht road, 
but. It tau.Hd Ned \0 ttamp rteki..,Jy on t he au. 

lla/ammecl on the brak• when he drew lt veJ wJth the autor ro. Thut wu ao aJan of Victoria. The aut.o• fro had wrtdtod Ita l&ndiAI' roar. TIM front -t wu ompl)>. O..palr tetll4d dowD '"' him. Ron - Evtrll&nlt bad not bee ablt to IKUN Vlcd'1,NI ..... 
Ht wu ~tnt hMvtly back to the car when he taW tht mark of Ut11a hll'h·heoltd th- In tbt duet of tbo road. polnUai'ID 1M dlrocU'"' thtl'...,. ear bad taklll. 
W. ho drew - wtth bor. Vleet wu aUD rvonlnl', try! .. to .....take her _,Ia ODd hor fathtr. Sht wu 

10 duocl that at ftrot IIIIo did not .._.1 .. him. Ho Jumped oat ADd llfltd her Into the car, and than atarttd a,.ln. Sholq apl,..t hio ahouldor, Cl7lfll'. 
• What Ia tho matter, Ntd! " tho clolundocl h7otarl· 

•• 

<ally. "Why did Wolf have a revolvu! Wby did my 
rather make him leave me behlndt Why cUd he go with himt" 

"Huob. darllnal" be uid. •• Everythlni't 1<>lng to bt aU rlaht. We'JI overuke them. Don't be afnfd." 
The road left. tho gloomy conftnea of the paee and soared up A hillside, vfalble for almoat a mile In frotlt of 

t hem; but there waa no &liD ot the arten roadattr. When t.ht:y rt:aehtd the top of the hill hfa foot touaht t.be brake instinctively. The htahway dropPed sheer In front of 
thtm, t.wtatlng down the t ide of tht mountain In a aerlet of hah·rln bends and 8hort fttrohthl s tretch!,. that were! cut lnlCJ thtl aide o r lhc lh•inJl cllir. He had ju1t et.1.rU1.1 down when Vied c:lutched at hi a arm. 

•• Look, Ned! There they are I Look ! •• 

TUE fl'tt.n car wu almost directly bclow them, not a quarter of a mlle awoy in a Mtraight Uno, but eigh t 
time& t hat. diatanc.o by road. N't-d looked down t.ht t errible line of roc.k t hat tepa rated the two ura. Aa hit eyea fol· lowtd lhtl'O&d, he aaw the UttJe atntry box by ht aide, far 
down at. the bottom of the mounr.ln. The ereen ear waa not more t.hJn a mJie from the border. ln a few mlnulel 
Paul von Everhardt. would be in Cormany. 

" Look, Ned I" Vied .shrieked suddenly. •• Oh, Ned. 
look I" 

Tbe ttret:l'l c::ar wu juat approaehlna the lan bend tn 
the roed, and Paul ''On £,·e.rbardt abruptly aot to hit 
fttl. They were 10 near t hat. Ned tould atmoat aee the exprenlon on the white blur lhat WM his f11ce. Wolf, 
sparing one hand from his steering, tried to push him batk Into his seat. lnattad, \'OR Everhardt aruped the 
wheel aava,eely and awuna with the whole forte of hla body. The ear lurcl>td al<k•nlnrly u It left the road at the curve. ShapeJeeallttle objeeta were ftunr from it by the forc:o o f the jar--Wol rs amall brown dachahunda, d it· 
lodged from their aeul in the lurned-down top of t he toadatet, 

The ear leaped Into Ute aJr. Theil fell. twlatlnll, down, 
and down. and a till dow 1. Wht:n il hit the roc:b at the bottom of the cliff. It .eemed to explode fn a million 
bright fragment.lt and 11hooting Mamu. It eetmed a long 
tlme before t be sound came to the onlookers. and then it luted tor terrible momenta, echoinJ and re--ecboioa amona the bills. 

Vied wu Rddtnly he&VJ aea lntl hla aldt:, and Ned a-entJy atl htr _back a,watnat tht cuahiona. al•d t hat she 
h•d tainted. He fe.lt close t.o that. point h imself aa he drove down the cork&ert!w road. 

Whan they reac:htd tile c:un.·e where the green ca.r had left the road. Vicc.l'e eyes we_,. Ju•t ~nnlnt to flicker. She whlmpe_recl Ukt a ehild awakening from a nJabt· 
mare and clutched at Ned as he lifted her to the crou.nd. 

He put. her down gently on the gram~ by the tide of t he 
road, • nd going t.o tho edge of t he tlltr, looktd over. Tho men from the border tlaUon had already reached the 
wreekaae and were uamfntn• lt. On the. dark todts. two ahiPtl- obJ~ta wero belna hutlly covt...S wtth coata. VIed did not. uk any queatlona when Ned went and. !melt down by her. Sbe allowod him to hold ber 5nnly 
&!faint' hla cheat. And 8Uddenly ahe et.arttd l<l ery. quietly and pra.uionately. 

•• llulh, darlloa I " ho whlaportd. • atm.mbtr. you've pt. to Uy and be Ukt him. lh waa the br&WIIt ma.n I ever knew. You aald he. waa aood and kind. He wu 
veataleo."' 

Sht contlnutd to cry bitterly, and be atroked her hair. 
•• Litten. Vicc.l l I've cot to ro down ,,he~ And I'll come ba.ck In a minute and J11 tall:t yov homtl" 
Sho llft.od hu ueo. and lhu wero bleakly lonely. 
" Homtf Wht.re fa hom•, now ht lt det.dt J have no one and no pi~ an,y more now he It dead 1 •• 
·• Ob, Vlcel. Vl«l darhnr I " be wblaportd. " You lmow you've ~t me, alw'-7 .. u lonr u you Hvtl •• Sho looked at blm. Throul'h her ..... !Mro ..., 1M falntMt IIIIIIIDOT of a emile. She 101 .,..toociiiT to Mr foot. 
• Como, u- " aht laid piiUIUy. "Flnt, we aball I" down and do what muot bO dono. And then, pi- 70u a hall take me home. •• 
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!lEADING TIME e 9 MINUTES l1 SECONDS 

TilE world has had feuds and feud~. 
'J"he•·e wa.s Julius Caesar vs. Mark AntOily; the Capu· 
lets vs. the Montague~; Aor<>n Bu rr vs. Alex3nder 

Hamilton. All fai r ·aizcd feuds in themaelves. 
But, as rar as financia l remuneration and publicity go. 

these comparatively minor personal d iffe rences have to 
take :a back seat befo•·e the Walter Winchell· Ben Bel'nie 
feud. It has m1tde both lads rich nnd world·fl'unous. 

The Wlntheii·Rernle feud at.tu·t ed one night back lu 
Jttnutlry, 193 1. Wfth.er Winchell had jus~ gone on t-he nir. 
8en1ie wM conducting h is own Ol"(hestr:t at the Collese 
Jm1 In Chicago. and bro:lde:tatlng too. 

Bernie lis tened to Wind,ell and wired him: 

YOU WEltE WONDERFUL STOP I UAVF. AN O~'t£k !IF.:!<€ f'Ok 
YOU $TOI' .-tV£ TUOUSAND A \'lt;f:K 1-"'()R YOU AN() THI;: IJAND 
STOP S£V£N T HOU$ANO ~'OR AAND WITHOUT YOU 

Walter Winchell replied nl once : 

DEAR MOUSETRO lHDNT KNOW YOU WERE I N C IIICACO 
STOP TUOUCIIT I SAW YOU CfT OUT OF AN EMI"f'r' TAXICAB 
IN F1l0N1' OF' T i l& L..AM IJ.$ CLUR HeRE 

t hen Winchell phoned Ben long dislnnce and wArned 
him of what was coming. Winchell pulled the fi rn 8cr-nlo 
gag on t he nir and Ben replied on his own radio hour. 
The feud was on. 

From t hfs humble be$dnnlng, trom this sligh tly awk­
wanJ. and amateurish scallion th •·owing. began the feud 
thal was to become the tnlk of the •·adio-lilltening nation, 
destined to reach its high point- to d:lle-wi~h the 
million-dollar movie. Wake Up and Live, st.llrr-ing the 
reud supported by Mess n. Winchell and Ber1lte. F'or this 
film appearance Winchell received $75,000, while Bernie 
got something 3 bit lees. 

Oddly CllOUkh. a~ple hnve Ulken the feud so aeriousJy 
~hnt the &P.,.t~&ora of Winch<!U aud Oemie once ordered 
them to <:ul the ribbing: but the boys finaJiy succeeded 
fn <:OIWindng th<!ir ai r bosses that the battle Wl'l.~ enti rely 
harmlcn-and a good publicity atunl. 

When brickbal8 hit cash re-gletera, that 'a another 
thing. And lhe Wincheii·Bernie theory It a scood one. An 
enemy for one is always a fnn fo r the other. h'a ~he per­
fect formula. 

A check of clats!c Wln<:heli·Bcr-nic comC!back.!l brings 
to light a numbq of ma,eterpieces. Carefu l reseal"(.h 
unearths theae ~em~ : 

Bernie, Bl)tllkmg f rom Chicago: 
"We're b roadcasting from Lhe good ol' College ln n. 

r Jutt h11d aome awell scrrnnbled egga. Cosh, Jf only 
Wfnchell ha.d come in, I 'd have had ham and eggs." 

And Winchell, from HoUr.wood, put thia on the air : 
"OJd fooph Bemle need_n ~ worry about ever running 

for P resident, 'eauee how <:ould you get. that nose on a 
lwo-ecnt stamp? " · 

The.n there's Bemfe's now famou.e crack : 
"Cft', Walter, you look like you were dragged through 

a keyhole." 
Fu rther lnvutlsca.lion ahowa thJa lmmorta.l piece of 

repartH: 
"Now, WaJler, don't you with you were • musician? 

Wouldn't you like to ltad my band?" 
To whkh Wlnehell re·pUtd: ' ' Yu , rS~tht do\\>Jl tho 

atreet- to an OPtn mAnhole I·" 
Tbe two have made uve.ral peraonal atage appuranc .. 

toaether. At the .. Bernie pulla a aag Winc.hell unnot 
etop. WhH'I the c:olumnlaL !uvea the ataae-. the boy1 in 
Be-mie'• band whip out Rltl ((Una and procefd to apray 
the atmo.phere. 

The boya have known eac:h other for lwmty yeara. Sen 
Bemle uye he ftrtt knew Winchell when Walter wu A 
very bad hoofer In vaudeville wfth Gua Edw&rdt. 

IZ 

Here's the whole inside story of the 
nation's most successful hate-a gay 
saga of repartee, ridicule, and riches 

BY FREDERICK JAMES SMITH 
Wlnth4.'11 1J<.•YS Ben Rc••nie then AJ)J'Iet'lrcd in n Ions:· 

hllirtd f\ddiC•• :l t~ tt1:tt h.,: hntt!S tO thirlk (ii.HJUl C\'CU in 
mellow reti'OSJlt<:l. 

Winchell WfiS born in 18!>7, Dc•·nie in 1893. Bernie"s 
blrthiJhloe was Bayonnt. New J eney, where his fa ther, 
who had come O\'er £rom t he south of Russia. wna a black· 
smilh with n lar..:e family and little money. Sen"a real 
namo ilf Benjamin Anz.elovilz,, Altogether there were 
twelve Uttle Anzelevilz.es. 

Winc.hell WB.ll born in New Yol'k City. As n 00)• he 
longed to ben sona·nnd·dnncc m3n hl vaudeville. lie quit 
Grade GB ill Publi<: St l1ool No. 184 a l the n"e or thirteen 
w find o lllucc in the thct•ter fo r himselC. He joined a 
tl'io 'known as the Three Little lloya with the llig Voices. 
The othc1· lhUc boys w"•rc G~•·aic J e3ae) and l~ddie Can· 
lOr . Next Winchell gol n job wilh Cua J::dwarda• troupe 
o f performing kiM. 

WincheJI continued ns n hoofer and " wisecracker, 
monly on the 3m:tll· tlmt. T hen he beSJnn ~etting out. 
f(lr the mete fun or lhc thing, a littJe ahC(!l. the Newsanct. 
If his. t.n )cd on 1\n old battered machine, he hung up back· 
s t.a .ce in theaters where he pla.yed. It waa entirely (>tr• 
aonnl. PI'"C3tnting little items of romnnce rtnd dfvon:«'. 
o f aucce:as and faHure. told where lhe bes t. hot dog_. could 
be had and what roominghou!'iies hRd the best btda and the 
plen$antest l:mdladie~. Riahl hero Walter txogan to get 
the knn<:k of rela.tlng gO$SiJ) h\ \'ivid fashion. 

Then Glenn Condon, who conducted the oftici :ll v:u·i.:ty 
orQ:on, the Vaudeville Ncwa, gave Winchell n <:hance to 

~~ 
•• 
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thf' pt'Ot\t 11ystem wolnK. l.:lter tm thl~ 
muth.')" \dll h1n·c I•• he t::tkeu uut uf lh(' 
11uelu>t-' uf lh~ l:lXp.a)c111i-unh:-lJ.!f tht- S)':ot· 
ll'M it to admit bankruptty. 

The faet that you ha\·e put 1()--(alltd 
•· diroct rtller" back 01\ the local nuthCtr· 
flH.'3 m11ke11 it difllwh to e!lltlnltlte the 
tut u.l llnwunt. T1.11 milh;~n l!IIVRIIIIQYC\1 
"oriumt means, wtth lhe.lr tam&hes. 
twftlt)'·fhe m1llion J>fntOns: and ~h~ bil· 
hona a t~ar is only two hundl't'd dollut 
per perton. Whtn any p.a•·t or lhb Jli'C.b· 
lem Js I)U\ oft' on ilBtt8. tountlet. and 
fillet, the Bpl)f'aranct or the fedtr:a l 
budgtt '' helpeocl but the burden upon the tupayer Ia not. ~uft'd by a.alngle pe:nny. 

I do not wish. Mr. President, to lend 
nld to your •·eactionury opponcmu1. I nm 
fonvinctd or your 11ood lntentlona. Md I 
Appreciate what hu betn done ln the 
Tenn~ V~tllty and other pO•tr proJ· «t..s. and in the labors or the CCC boys. 
Rut, ap~r\ f•·om thete, your administ ra­
tion hna t XJ)C!ndcd 0 Jcrtat deal (I( money 
_and effort with very jnadequate ruultt. 
You have made rorward-lookinr tpe«hts 
by which the people hue btt:n upllfttd. 
Out thty cannot cat tpe«h~. nor wur them on their backs: the rnin ond the cold cannot be kc1Jl off whh t\ne Mentimenll. nor NUl taxea And debta be paid with tduUsm. We are htadlng toward another collapst, coro· pared to wMch that or l!l2!t--33 will &et:m mild indHCl. There are aigna that you now rtaliu thi• dRn)ft:r. You have bowed berore yourconscrvath·ecritiu lO t he extenl or tryJng to balance the budgcl. Ou •· governm(!nt t Larta to eeonomile and retrench-with the eertainty \hAl every rrduction or tx~nditure wall throw ne~· pereon• 

' 

By thlil mel hod you \\ Ill f.'ttab1i"h 1'1 now II}'Sltm tn· 
nbllng nne firth or ou1· I"IOtJUiatlo•' to rrtt! thormtlvc.s from dependtnce upon th(! fluctuations ot the market. Thlt 
Sf-'tm will train dl worket'l and leadert; and if. u I 
ro~. the prot\t t)'Stem t'Otl\lnues to (rHte out more and more or iu emJ,to)'~. they .... 111 ht~~\·e • plaee •o wu. " way lu oiAt without IJf«lmitiK burdens on the bm.:ka of the laxpayert. So. fiJid only 80. c•n we make the trantl• tion to a plannN economy whh .. ut the vlolenct ilnd hJo..,.!! 
or liberty •·hir.h ·~ ha~e aMn In otbu Janet.. on to &otal relief! In cny aft.tr cnr I rud 

that rundt are ~xhautled and the un· eml)loycd are t.xlatlnar rrom day to dAy. 
Rack lo the 1-fOOV(!I' era! 

Bul Industry b booming, upec.iaUy 
war manura(:turea: Wall Stret\ It happy. 
havin.g what It talll PI'OIJl«l'hY apan. 
The bulc tact ean bt nat.ed In one ten• 
tcnee: lhl\1. Ul\dOr you r ndmh\lttratfcm 
waa:ea ha..,e lnc~ued ten J)Cir cent, while 
the coat or living hu lncreufd twenty 
or thirty per cent and profitl hne in­
crea.ttd ftlty per etnt One nft'd leam no 
more In o rder to write the word failure 
ncroaa the •tory or your t iTor\1 and to 
prt!dicl that they mull end In dltaat.er. 

The: Supreme O:Mirt has thrown out many of your faYOrlle m•euurea. and now 

rou dtl'l\tnd the rerormJng or the Covrt.. 
am one who reKa rd_a the 8UJ)rema 

Court'• outlawing o r meuuru or Con· 
area u pure u•url)allon, and nothing 

I do not llnow how many more )t:an 
you hne in \\ hith to n1ake.,unsutec-Jdul exJ)cl'imc,H8. I do not kno1v how much 
mo.-. or the tAJtpayen' money you will IJ.e. 
Ptrmhted to a pend upon blind J"roplng ln 
a D\ltt. I do •now that there 1$ a limn. 
Ht by •nuorable ttonomlc rorett. The 
b l"tblu1own ot the l)roftt economy l""' 
b i'OU!Ihl the IUltlont I)( ~UI'Ope l O the tthte 
or another AJ'magtddon l do not kno\'o 
wMn thty wall ll•dt in. or how lOOn the-"'" 
after lhty "111 draa us an; but I •now 
thlt the prHfnt•r•tem I' crumbling. a1ut 
Is da'llBglnu more •nd more or our [M!'OJ)Ie 
to ruin t ncl de11palr. Tht)' will not, they 
r.annot ttand It rore,"er. Thty will rwvolt. 
or attempt to "'"'lt. and rou wlU be 
u11td upon to put thtm do•·n--a task 
which I know you will not reli t h. 

To be q\litt honed obowt if, 
the editon of Uberty do not 
btfieve that Mr. Sindoi.r, 
ktto:S, if p~ into ptocli«, 
wcwld h. b.tter fot tht M · 
tion than tho•• of the New 
Deal. We thin .. they would 
bt w01 ... l vt hl1 intelligently 
orad genioly ••pttu.d em •. 
c.i 'm of the Odmlni1troiion 
l ttml fo V1 to raft o htor· 
ing. He l1 o di•ting~o~i1htd 
and voGo.nt bottler frx what 
he r•gord• O\ right, on<l his 
" .. "" Ott tM rt1vtt or 0 
long c:orHr of pofMit rlng 
h1.1mon problems" J a.1k you. Mr. President tor how many 

yeart mu.sl a ~ndltlon o f map untm• 
ploytMat toothaue betore we rec:<lfCI'ht It as dlronlc! ne condition ia now nfarly tlaht ,. .... ,.. old. Jr we aw-ree that It eottl two hundred do1lart per year to keep • dutltute American a11\t, we have apent forty bll­Uona or dollan uf)On our twe.nty.nve million unemployed and thtlr depeodentl If we uaume that a worker. UJ)n., Amultan toob and terhniqu•. w1U pt•och•c• a lhou.Mnd 6ollan or value per t•r~urtlr a moderate •limatto­our ttn million unemployed worhn mlaht hut had t ighty bllllonM o( \1, e.•lth. A wrher f(rOPQ In vain for wordt to al~ 1ny tdu or tht m.ua o r human ml••rt and W&lt. rtt>....._nted by 1uc.h ft.rul'ft. n .. .,.,. lndHCI waa tb bantte u.umtd by tboM penon• who pttiUAded you 

to chanr t your mind ln 19S4 l 

would plMH memo,.. than to ... tha:l powt.r aboliahtd. But I am only one or ftfty million Ameriean \"'Len, and a majority or t.he:m havt been uuahl a reverenc:e for the Suprt:me Court. Consrreaa Ia de11dlocked over the lt~uo and nveral prec:lout month& ha\'e btt:n wuttd. 
I aald to you to lt~. and J now aa_y aaa!n, t.h.at in thia ert.b •ltdorn t ua.-·ta lba:t you 1ho11Jd ftnd MnM me1.bod olli"'Hdurt which tbe Su-preme Court. e.nnot ouUaw; an , 10 rar At I know. the only tueh method It th.al or production ror Ult ror Hte unemployed. You have rudt many r-ranla to Mlt·h.Jp co-operatlva,. an.d 0:1 ... M•• .,., wl<ll ao "lu4ldal ot>pooiUoe. I t.IMot I ..,..too AAJ around upoa whkh a court coukl rortld toa to rive uft· employed workua lht mflt.nt or produdna what they themuJvtt &l"t goln~ to c:oneume. Why nol lake thlt 

tLtY way? 

In the name of the twe:nty .. fh·e million, J .. k you, ,.1 r. Pratdenl, to th•nrte your m(nd alifaln. 
THC CND 

II 



P•IIN&r7 4, 1941 

I 

W, dear llr • IUIII'h I r t 

1 lowed )1014' I t.ory I boUl Ule 

black •J.dooo ll'iW. ~• llball ctii'\.&1Dl.7 

b&Ya t.o t.&ka Ule ... \.l.- UDCic" actYs..-a\l 

llr. Upton Sinclair 
Station A 
Pasadena, Calitornil 

luv 
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UPTO N SINCLAIR 

-· 
J Jih I ' I~ 

· 7 }- ' - ··· 

v:~ ; \j 1· 

JAN 2 9 IA.i:J uary :22, 1941 

Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
The White House , 
washi ngton, D. c. 
Dear Urs. Roosevelt : 

You h~ve moat or the troubles 
or the United States dumped i n to vout• lap, but I don't 
know whether anyone has yet dumped a Black Widow epi<idr , 
l.!y wife wrote this amuainl! l .: tter t o our t'rlolnd, Helen 

wa , and wnlle I •sa 19U&hlng over it, ehe said: 
•auc it' s serious, somet~lnG hPB tn be uone . • I sald: 
"All right, I wi ll send a copy ot thle l~tter to ~rs. 
Roosevelt, and mnybe sne will put t he govc~r·mnont at work 
on th~ problem," Af ter we have t;ot rid of the NPt. l s we 
will hAve something el se t o keep uA busy. 

Sl :lCere ly, 

, 
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"' UPTO N SINCLAI R 
·''f . , 

• 
C.A.LirO .. N I 4 ·~'~} -· January ~1. lS.l 

Kra , Frankl i n D. Roosevelt, 
Tpe Whi te House, 
~washin&ton, D. 0, 

Ky dear Kre. Roosevelt: 
I I} 

'!• 

The enclosed document I 
believe will interest you deeply , and I anould be ~ry 
pleased to bave your advi ce about the method or 1te 
dhtrlbutlon. 

Slncerely, 

I 

£& 

' 
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o,,,_.,r ze. 1141 

Dev llr· 81Dola1ra 

"-lc )'011 tor th• thollf;btt'lll­

..... wbl~ (ll'a.pted yo,.. I'MCt latt.r. 

I aball ba cW \o briDe lt \o t.11a 

Ur. Upton ~inolair 
Station A, PaaadenG 
caurorn!a 

f · . { 
I 

PLP/h;r 
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UPTON S INCLAIR 
I .TAYIO" .... ,. ....... D .NA 

\..., GALI,O .. N IA ...... 

Mrs , ~ranklin D, RooAevelt, 
\Vashington, D. c. 

My deer Mrs, Roosevelt: 

December l 7, 

I t rue t yoH will not 1.1ind i f I 
add a b!•1ef l etter to your hug" cor rasponoence, 

I have en idee for the most besieged men in 
America, and I t hink of you a s a possible channel t o him . 
Will you consider what the Pres i dent might ~ccompllsh by 
address i ng one of h i s fireside chats t o t he p"opl e of 
Germany, Italy, and Jspan? I have in mind his uivlng 
them a quiet little lecture on ttle meanlnt; of democracy 
as freedom, social . justice, in terna tional order, and 
good f aith; potnting out to t hem how much hPpp1er they 
would be i f they possessed these bles sings, and assur i ng 
t hem that the way t o get the se blessings is to eabota~e 
and ult i motely to overthrow their pr dsent tyrants , Such 
an address , sent out by shor t wave i n all languRP.'es, would have 
a resounding effect , and it would continue to spr ead, The 
dictators wou~d of coul'Se do thei r bast t o suppress it ; 
their rage would be such that they woul d be forced to 
denounce it, and t his procedure would mRke known the 
substance of the r>romi sea. I t l'link that now l.a the psycho­
l ogi cal momen t for such a coup. 

S lnceJ•ely, 

c ........ -
· . 

-~~~~~----------------------~-
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on.Mr 12, 1942 

Dear llr. Sl.Dolatra 

wd''- ~ 'l'tJV ..Ue. It. 11 a 11'&'14 let.ter 

864 I aa &lad w Mft \he -rt.ouait.T t.o 

.....s u. 

Ltr. Upt.on Sinclair 
llonr.ovia, Coli!. 

/(u 

0 r 

---/ 
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-
-.ar Vr. 81aolalrl 

•r· Y4 a&erbllt oont .. a oopr of 
•rreeetato• and I wrote about lt lD •1 
oolun, u l ••• ••rr auoh 1ntereoto4. 
I appreol~t• Jo•r o-ndlnl lt t o ••· 

•~rr olaoeralr roaro, 

. ,. . ll"t >•l 3tnc 1•, l•· 
; •>nt•o v ln , C, llf . 

• 

I 
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~rs Eleanor Roosevelt 
White House 
wash i ngton o.c. 

Dear Mrs Roosevelt: 

UPTON SINCLAIR 
N~IM>'#••· ~uro .. H:lA -· August 6th 19-'3 

: ' !.. · I X 

~ ., \ 
t ·

1Jr ,. "' 1\. <\ , 1 ,,• 'I 

y · \f' ,\' \ I 
'" ,, .<'' ~ ' \ < I ' . 

t 
} 
£ 

'V' \1 1" \ l\ I ! 

An article ot mine ent.itied "Freestate" i to be 
pub l ished in t.he New York Times sunday Magazine August 15th . I 
oel1eve it will interest you, and I should be interested in your 
reaction to it. 

us-hwc 



April 26, U« 

llMr 11r. f!iacair o 

I • &lad to hMr UMI t. J OIIr' Rew York Tl•o 
ar\1ale •• so o~acoe .. M and \ he\ 7ou 111"11 reprint.in& 
1\ io peiiDhh t. t-. I alulll look tonard to readinto: 
J avr n-. hook. 

1 will eiYe JOIIir ••••&• to t. h" f'r~•1dea\ 
aDd I "- \hat ba '111111 ba appreo:UUn. 

~·1 th all &ood •1eb~ta, I • 

S1noe,..l1, 

Hr· Upt.cn ~lnelair 
~onrovia, Calif. 

j(J1J 



UPTO N SIN C LAIR 

Mrs Eleanor Roosevelt 
Whi t e House 
washi ngt on D. C. 

( 

Dear Mr s Roosevelt: 

April 19, 1944 

I tnought you might be i nterested to know that 
I had eo many requests tor my New York Times article that I 
have reprint ed lt in a little pam~~let . and quoteo the 
endorsement or it from your column. If you would like to 
have copies or this pamphlet, it would give me great 
pleasure to send them. 

Incidsntally, I wiah that you ~ould convey to 
the Pres ident one oi ti~en•a deep appreciati on or the courage 
e nd devot i on wi th which ne ia beari ng his heavy burdens 
i n t hese t r yi ng days. Doubtless you both know that all our 
gr eat Presidents have been bi tterly attacked by enemiee, 
and i t s eems t o be espec i ally no in war time. so he doesn ' t 
need t o wor r y t oo much. 

The fifth volume ot my WORLD ' S END aeries i e 
to be publi shed in a taw weeks, and I will take t he liberty 
or sendi ng you a copy, t ho I don't know whether you ever 
fi nd t ime t o read ficti on in war t i me. However, this ia 
war f icti on in a way, a i noe i t deale with the forces which 
brought on the p.reeent war calamity. 

Si ncerely 

US-hwc 

¥ 2 a z I 
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UPTON SINCLAIR i lqf)?l 
L--------- !Aay 1 , 1944 ~ 

\. 

Urs Eleanor Rooaevelt 
The White House 
wash i ngt on o.c. 

Deer Mrs Roossvel t : 
{ 

I hove your very friendly letter , 
I wlll n~ve a copy of the new book sent to you fr 
New York, which wlll eave a couple of weeks Ume . 

I em working hard on volume etx , and 
maybe you will ft nd yourself ir. ttl 

You say that you will take my message 
to the President, and eo I am tempted to add so~e­
thing t o it . There 1e a l ot of talk about his no t 
running, and I s uppose t hat is all Just nonsense , 
but it worries me, end so I am caa t i ng one vote. He 
simpl y has to run , and he s imply hoe to be elected. 
If t here l s any doubt about the l~tter half of . this 
proposition , he oan settle i t by two or three f ire­
side talk& next OCtober. 

Sincerely 

us-hwc 

' \ 
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~t.a~!Dna trom .... ~brook I cclcr . June l7/4fJ ded.c<Uy LG~.lnn 
!Jewey as n Pt•esidCIIU•u p.>so1a1ll~;·, Uece.aber Y/U I r~h1nl! ~he 
r'rt:SiO'IIii'Ot. for t.lie V:lll. iJ. CDVL:Llt..llt. O( the uU!t..f-..I""J fitneas or t.he 
Unit.ec.! "'t..at.ea . 

Oo~ubot• ~1 , 1944. 

Dear Ur. Sinclair• 

'l'ha nk yo 11 ve ry 111UC h t Qr your 

letter. four tho~t 1n writing 1a deeply 

appreeiatoJ and 1 bavo civen your le~ter 

"-lld the <:uotat!Dna to lhe Pr.a1dent. 

Very aincertl.)• ~'Oura, 

Ur. Upton Sinclair 
JJonrovi.3 
Calif.:JrnlA. 

·--· 

vo 
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lfonlllber 25, l1U4 

Dear Mr. Sinctl.air• 

I apprectiete Mrct. Sinol.air•• Terr kind 

..... ,. •nd I Will (lhe iour Ma .. ga to tlle 

Pna14en\. 1banlr rou nrr .aab tor rour 

leu .... 

81noerelr Toure, 

Ur. Upton Sinclair 
~onrovia. ca lit. 

. , .. 

. / (J 

0 

' \ . . 
..Ji 



•• 

' Mrs Eleanor Roosevelt 
White House 
Wn sh1ngton D. C. 

Dear Mrs Roosevelt: 

UPTON SINCLAIR 
M ONitOVIA. C:4L1 .. 01UtiAI 

Nov1 S!~ 

~ 
\~ovember 10,1944 

Just a moment ago I heard over the red l o your answer 
to the reporter ' s quen t1on whether you were glad of the election 
result. I said to my ?life: "Whe t a fine answer" 1 &nd she commissioned 
me to send you this message: "Liay you live long to pros!)er him." 
We discussed for a wh1le whether or not t hat was a f em i nist answer. 

Also, I heard the statement of t h e President's 
guess as to hie totAl vote. Tell him he should moke use of me ee 
a political prognostlcetor. The following is a sentence from 
;:en Vanderblllt • s column t n the Ne•• York Post October 31:-

"Lunching with my old friend tip ton Sincls1r, the &Uthor 
and one-ttme canaidate tor Governor of Ce11f.,rn1a, ' •• prsisec1 
President koosevel t, snd preo t c ted th8t De\•ec' would not carry 

14 etQtes. n 

US-hwc Ji~c ... 
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