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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 22, 1943

HEM0O FOR ME, CHIM:

ME3, HELM:

ME. TOLLEYq

MISS THOMRSON:

Mras. Roocsevelt will sos Misa
Hilda Smith and Mra. Floremce Wykoff

at 3 p.ms on January 23rd. ol

M.T.L.
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; WASHINGTON

h\" {'f.'//. . January 15, 1943
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Mr. Brwin Hoffman of Artists
for Viotory(organization of 10,000
I-l'ﬁ-lﬁ) osalled.

| They are an exhibitien
of the War Posters seleoted by the

,l Yational War Poster Competition at the

| National Galleries on January 17th and

\ asked if Mrs. Roosevelt oould be there.

\-._ I explained that she would be
: away and then he asked if she would
stop in to sees the exhivition which
will be there a month.
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siler sorker's Service rducatien emmittee ond muking it available
for tax informetion servlce for working peopla. This work had
already been storted ond bhay [sel it unwise to nsf this Committee
or Office of Civilian Defense ti underteke the work. ete.

I;h"!' -
Pebruary Ly 1743.

= | 10 0
My dear Mise S:alth: a
Tl Yro. Noosovelt hao ceked e

to send you the mulrad lettar froa

dp. Jsha Le Sulliven, hsoistant dgpore- - 5

tary of the Tressury.
vary slnceraly youra,

seeretary to
lirs. Hoosovelt,

. {  ules Hilda Snith
M Dalmont m-.‘- Ma =
washington, Us Ce - VoS
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February 19, 1943. - ,f/ ofr= R
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-b 3 Dear Miss Smith:
I think it is wise to start
on s pu-mlnt. basls even though smnll.
| Very sincerely yours,

<:.|.n Hilda W. Smith - .
ork Frojects administration ; .

: Federal Works Agency

I lm HI'Iﬂl‘k Avenue, | : ¥ - '
B Hﬂlhmn, l.?-_ {:- T, = . .

\
.
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Mrs, Franklin D. Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington D.C.

Dear Mra. hoosevelt: ! Kf_?

The enclosed copy of a report I have just sent to
Mrs. Yerr will -give you the most recent developments in
the proposed plan for a labor Extension Service in the
Legpartment of Labor.

It is evident, from what many people have told me,
that getting funds for this new service for workers will
be difficult. At best, money would not be available
until July lst, if Kiss Perkins secures an addition to
her budget through the Appropiiations Committee. If
the money is given at alX, the budget would be a modest
one. Everyone concerned with this proposal seems to
apgree, however, that a small program on a permanent basis
would be at least a good start, and that later there
might be some hope of expanding it.

My own resignaticn takes effect next week, February

23rd. After that I shall keep on with work toward this

new plan, until we know what is going to happen. It is
e igportant to get this proposed Interim Committee of labor
people organized at once, so that they can assist Miss
Perkins in any way she wishes, getting more information
or presenting facts mbout the program, as they may be needed.
I hope to see Clara Beyer this week, to talk over her
pr ogram, which should of course be closely related to
t‘hi. nEw pl-l.l'l.

Meny of the Horkers Service supervisors are taking
other employment now, with the definite understanding that
they would be released later, if the labor Extension Ser-
vice develops, and needs thelr help.

You know how glad I shall be to have your advice on
this whole matter, if you think there is anything I should

do. -
Cordially yours,

J~flelo e
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Feb. 15, 1943

TO1 ¥rs. Florence Kerr

FROMa Hilda ¥, Smith

This is to glve you the moat recent developments in
confersnces with the Labor Department, regarding a pnew Labor
Extension Service.

On February L, 1943, a small group of labor represent-
atives met with Secretary Perkins to discuss this question.
Bd Connor and I were alss thers. Ths following man were present
from the unions:

Boris Shiskinm - American Federation of Labor

Harry Bowvshow - International Ladies Carment Workers,
Chicago. Chairman of Sponsors!
Commlttes for Workers' Service in
Imﬂﬂi'v

Lawrence Rogln - United Textile Workers, C.I.0.

Raymond Walsh - C.I.0. Washington, D. C.

Miss Perkins had asked me to bring only a small
group to this meeting, or I should have included others who weare
squally interested in this proposal.

Mr. Bovghow had bsen seant from Chicapo to attemd this
masting, with his expenses paid by ths unlons thare. He told
Miss Parkins that this Committee of Sponsors repressnted thirty
large unions, cooperating with Workera' Service, with an active
meabership of 35,000,

¥Wa had almost two hours with Miss Perkins. The first
hour was taken up with a description of services needed by workera!
groups, and the actual operation of this pro:;ram in certain sates.

Then we dilmu-d major pol‘i.-rsin of a naw program

l. The need for independent status in the Labor
Departmant, as the activities of a Labor Extension Service would
involwve coopsration with every Bureau, and with othar Pederal
agencies. Therefore, the program should not be subordinated
any one Bureau. Miss Perkins agreed to this suggestion. re
was no specific mention of the program already under way under
Mra. Clara Beyer, which sounds similar but is in & much more
restricted field of labor -dultiun.}
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2. Tha organication of an active Advisory Couneil
of labor representatives. Miss Ferkins agresd to this plan also.

3. The actual operatiopn of this program through
reagional and state offices under the Labor Department. There
are now twelve reglonal offices. Wiss Perkins suggested that
work should be started in only a few of them at first, in those
areas where we have had good cooperation with labor. The Committes
agreed that this would ba desirable.

L. A budget was discussed. Miss Perkins said she would
confer with the Ddrector of the Budget and with the Appropriations
Committes about & miniwmum budget, asking perhaps for about three-
fourths of a million, and perhaps securing one-fourth of a million.
She said that her budget for naxt year had bean approved, but that
she had the privilege of poing back to ask for supplementary funds.
In any case, the funds would not be avallable until July 1, the
beglinning of the new fiscal year.

The men on this Committee felt much encouraged with
the conference, and believe that now the way ls clear to take thae
naxt steps on this plan. These are as followsi

l. Dsbanding the existing Hational Labor Advisory
Council, a group of about 25 people scattersd all over ths country,
since this Counecil was officially appointed as an advisory group
to the WPA Workers' Service Program, which ia terminated.

2. Appointiug a small committes, of eight or nine
labor reprassntatives, in or near Washington, who can aect during
an interim period, to follow through the varlous lines of action
required.

3. Feeping in touch with Secretary Perkins, in cass
she nesds further reports or other utarill use with the
Appropriations Committes. '

Nota: There are saveral ocbvious difficultieas
in regard to sscuring this minimm budget
through an addition to the Labor Depart-
mant's appropristion for naxt year.

Miss Perkins herself may not have & clear naugh idea
of this proposed program to present it convineingly to the Committes.

!hco-l.th.-;rb-unﬂlung to grant funds for a
program which might be regardsd by the mesbers as duplicating the
work of the Bureau of Labor Standards, under Mrs. Beyer, who has
for the past year been developing an educational program in this
spscialised field. Although the proposed Labor Extenslon Sarvice
would be on broader lines, including a variety of services to
workers' groups, the Appropriations Committes might fail to take
this fact into condideration.
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Mr. Wayne Coy has already warned me that Congress is
reluctant to appropriate any money for the Labor Department at
presant.

Therefore, the work of the Interim Labor Committee ia
espscially important at this time, to make sure that all facts
are presented, whanever Mlss Perkins may need thea.

The plan to furnish an information service to the
Trsasury on the income tax, through allecation of Treasury
funds to the Labor Department and the employrment for temporary
appointments of former Workera' Service parsonnel, has apparently
reached & deadlock. It is probably too late to do anything about
‘this matter, unless the Treasury decldes to postpone the deadline
for the tax beyond March 15, as rumored in the newspapers.

Tha following ateps were taken by those interested in
securing an information service for workers on the incoae tax:

Interviews were held with Mr. Randolph Faul, General
Counsel of the Treasury; who was very much in favor of this plan.

Union officlals have written stating the need for a
gimplified information service. The OWI through Nr. Malcolm Roas
and Mr. Henry Pringle, promised to issue a simple pamphlet for
workers on this subject, within ten days, if the Treasury approved
the material., Mary Taylor, former editor of the Consumers Cuide
in the Department of Agriculture, is available to write the
pamphlet, and ia familiar with workers' educational needs.

OWI officlals took up this matter with the Byrnes
Committes on Economic Stabilisation, and also sscured strong
stataments from Mr. William Creen and Mr. Philip Murray that such
an information service was a vital necessity among workers'

groups this year.

" Becretary Perkins agreed to administer the funds, if
allocated by the Treasury and to use Workers' Service parsonnasl,
as well as the rescurces of the Labor Department to distribute
matarial and to glve a local service of information on the
income tax. She asked Mrs. Qlars Beyer, from her Departmsnt, :
to discuss the whols matter with ths Treasury officialas. t

At this conference Mr. Sullivan, Chief of the Bureau
of Internal Revenus, who would, of course, have to approve this
plan, indicated his opposition to it.

Mras. Roosevalt wrote to Mr. Paul, pointing out the nesd '
of more inmformaticn on the tax plan for workeras' groups.

-
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Mr. S3ullivan replied to this letter, stating that he
thought no further action was necessary, as the Treasury had sent
the appropriate information to the heads of the International
Unions, and had met with "an enthusiastic response®. He did not
wigh to confuse the picture, ha sald, by bringing in ancther
group, like the Workers' Service leaders, at this late date.

Note: From our viewpoint there are three fallacles in this
letter:

1. The "enthusiastic response” from the unions, as
I have besn told by several Union Educational Directors, was to
the idea of petting soms halp from the Treasury in understanding
the tax provislions.

2. The "simplified material® sant out to the Inter—
national Unions, is not slmple at all, and has already brought
many bewlldered gquestions from workers. MNoreover, the officers
of the Interpational Unions, who have received this material
have no effective means of reaching the 10 million or mors
mesbers of the organized labor movement.

3. Yorkers' Service persohnel are not "an outside
group® but are people who have been closely associated with the
local unions, who have already givem similar information services
in union halls, and are familiar with the sducational needs of
workars. ;

Without the permisaion of lr. Sullivan, however,
this plan cannot move forward.
3
. Even if ths propossd informatlon sesrvice cannot be
glven, major results hawe besn achleved through thess various
conferences. The OWI has now promlaed to prepars and issle
simplified material, posters, exhibits, and pamphlsats, to prepare
radio scripts, stc. The Labor Management Committses of tha
War Production Board and the Office of Civilian Defense have
promised to distribute this material directly, so that 1t will
reach about 50,000 local unions within a short time,

Treasury officlals have becoms aware that they should
consider the educational needs of masses of workers, in any
futures tax plan, and make some provision to axplain it in aispls
tarms t5 pecple of little education.

g 'ﬁllthuhdpropoulmbunth-hulofﬂuu
varicus discussions.
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tpril 16, 1943.

iear lilss Smith:

I have your letter of ‘arch
t.lﬂ.l;t;ﬂ-ﬂrlt. and I hope it works out

for you to be kept on by Ur. Fleaing.

I like the workshop idea but
bhlmnq'mndﬁaﬁt.ollrmndin
each comaunity,

—a

~ Very sincerely yours,

Liss Hilda 3nith
1457 Delmont Street, I
‘“ashington, D. C.

Dictated but not read,

L
LY ]

AR SR T S o s
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April 3, 1943.

My dear liss Smith:
‘krs. Roosevell and her personal

2
secretary cre now on the Fest Coast amd in ‘g_ ;-3__ K"-.L'
their absence I huve been nsked to acknowl- | ‘::\ A
edpe the receipt of thelr mail. l\\ &;pb

Your letter of kurch 3lst has ‘i
been received and will be brought ta lrs.
Foosevelt's rttention ns soon as practi- o
cable after her return to Tashington. B u (‘t}-_,_

Vary sincerely jours, ‘S \

%
H‘.l-ll Hﬂdl '- Mﬂl

1,57 Belmont Street, N. N.
Washington. l. C.




HILDA W, SMITH ?,.’/
/2 : : 1437 BELMONT STREET, N. W. "":r'
. WASHINGTON, D. G b,

Maroh 31, 1943

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House e
I Washington, D. C. /

'
i’

s e I

Dear Mrs. Roosevalt: gl
; ‘ " /

You have probably received hy this time a letter from Mr. James Hﬁ'ﬂlvi‘tt.éf" /

Preasident of the State Federation of Labor in Pennsylvania, asking if you' -

could speak at the Annual Conference of the Federation in Harrisburg late in

April, Mr. MoDevltt and Mr, H. G. Pyle from State College have both given

fine support to the Workers' Service Program in Pennsylvania, and have with

others besn instrumental in introducing & bill in the State Leglslature to se-

sure funds for workers' education. If it is posasible for you to be with this

group of pecple at the Conference, I know it would mean a great deal to them

and to those of us here who have seen the good work they have dome in the ed-

ucational field. [

You will be interested I know to hear what has been happening in regard to new
plans for labor Extenslon Service. I understand that Miss Perkins was unable
to ssoure a supplementary budget for various purposes from the Appropriations
Committes in Congress. She is unable to take any action on our proposed plans
at present. I hope to see har again within a few days to ask her if there are
any possibilities in connection with her regular budget which will come up later
for approval.

In the meantime we are organizing a small Interim Committee here in Washington
of labor men and women, together with a few liberal employers and representa-
tives of oommunity organizations. This Committee intends to approach Congress
direotly, and if possible find someone who will imtroduce a Joint resolutionm,
inoluding a modest budget for & permansnt Labor Extension Service in the Labor
*  Department. 'I had an opportunity last week to talk with Semator Pepper about
this whole matter. Hs said that he thought there was little ochance of securing
money from Comgress for this purpose, but that he would be glad to do two things
in the near future: First, to publish a full report of the Workers' Service
Program if I would write it, the report to be issued by the Senate Committee
;i on Labor and Education. Second, to arrange to have hearings on this whole
guestion in this Committes. I belleve that these two suggestions in them-
. selves would give an excellent opportunity for discussion and be good pub-
lioity. Senator Thomas, Chairman of the Commlttes on Labor and Educatlonm,
F has sald that he would be willing to ask General Fleming, Head of ths Fed- . .
eral Works Agenoy, to continue my appointment for the time reguired to pre-
pare this proposed report. To have the interest of these two men I beliave Fom
is very encouraging, and we shall try to work out some plan with them during |
this interim period. I should, of course, be glad of your suggestlons as to |
the blest method of approaching this whole problem. Since Miss Ferkins 1s |
much interested in establishing this Service if shes oan seoure even & modest
budget for it, the immediate problem is how to seoure the funds.




Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt - p. 2 - 3/31/43

The enclosed letters and statements I thought you might like to have in connsotion
with our attempt to interest the Treasury in providing an information service on
the income tax for workers. This plan did not go through, chiefly, I think, be=
cause Mr. Sullivan did not approve of it, The statement from Mrs. Beyer shows
that Mr. Sullivan thought that everything necessary had been done threugh the
regular Treasury channels. This conclusion of his was not in accordanse with
what leaders in the Labor movement were thinking, as you will see by ths state-
ment from Mr. Greea and Mr. Murray. All this is just for your own infermation,
as, of course, the time is past when such a service might have been useful in '
connsction with this year's taxes. I still think that the Treasury, in cooper-
ation with the Labor Department, should have some plan for simplified material

on questlons of taxation for workers and more direct channels of reaching indus-
trial groups. 3 :

One more enclosure: A suggestion which I have made to several people interested
in post-war planning and the issues of the peace, a proposal for the sstablish-
ment of world workshops in communities where they could be used as demonstration
centers. If you think that this plan would be worth trying, I should be glad of
any suggestion ss to groups which might be interested.

My work with the W.P.A. 1s definitely finished, amd I am no longer in the office,
and have anoual leave status until sbout May 1, But if this plan with the Senate
Committes does not materialize, I must immediately find some other work.

With all good wishes to you, as ever.

Cordially yours,

‘ . bt - Spe

HWS:ra Hilda W. Smith

il b .'I-I.-; s
R h L S R e el - - S e M TV e




January 27, 1943

To The Seoretary
From) Mrs, Beyer

In acoordance with your request, I want over to the
Treamuory Department to talk to Mr, Randolph Faul. Before dis-
cussing the matter with me at all he called in Wr, John Sullivan,
I outlined liiss Smith's proposal as best I could,

It was obvious from the start that ifr, Sullivan did not
" want gy help from the outeide, Ne sald that he had already
written to all of the international wnions asking their coopera=
tion in getting the Information on inocome tax returns amcross to
union nembers and hed had faverable responses from evary one of
them, He thought that any unlon setivities that night be worked
out through the Workers' Service would cut across the sctivities
ﬂlr“dr started,

. " I explainad that most of the Internationals hawe no
machinery for implementing tholr moveptance of responaibility
in this fleld, that the work had to be done largely in the looal
unions, that these local unions had to have a program developed
for them and be shown ways and means of partioipation in the
fleld, I asked what local facllities they would have for reach-
ing workers in peneral, and he esald that agents of the Tressury
Departiient would be stationed in every plant to help workers
£111 out their income tax returne, llotices as to the time and
place when thess representativea would be available would be
postad on the bullstin boards. :

Furthermoro, he was of the opinion that the Treasury
Department had no legal authority for allocating funds to snother
Perartment to carry on educational work, that theirs was purely
o matter of tax colleotion and that to make for better understand-
ing of the part wniems eould play in thls tax sollection was not
the funotion of the Treasury Departuent, It was his position that
anyons from the Government who advises on filling out tax returns

must be an agent of the Treasury Department and responsible to
ven, He further stated that pimple raterials
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Unless we
Sullivan I do not believe that we pan
an educational
other source,
that she had other contacts that

8 were availasble from some
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th this matter unless funds for
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¥r. Creen told me with great ferling that he was “elng besieged
wlth requests from the labor unions affiliated with the icerican
Federation of labor for an analysis, in the simplest possible
terms, of the tax legislation recently passed. Te was emphatic
in his statement that the wage earners of America are thoroughly
confused as to the meaning of the present tax leglslation as it
applies to themselves and their earnings. He fervently wrged me
to pet the Treasury to issue a simplified statement about the
federal tax system ma applied to wage sarnors.

S

Statemsnt w Ur. mﬂh“l!“, Mir.
labor [Mvislon, War Savings Sector
Ue 5. Treasury

to ¥r. Randolph Paul

LT R
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CLdGhBas Uf LNuUoluIal vigallcat luns
Ul'iice 0l Lie pPresilucut -

Mr Malcolm Hoss
Office of war Inrforiwtion
washinglon L,.C.

Dear Lr hHoss,

4 I am very wuch intercesled in toe pis, osal Lor a special
inforwation service for industrial wurners Lo aCyusint tineu with
their oblligations unuer the incowme tax laws. Unless spocial effort
is maae to explalu these laws to wage eLrnel's, wden confusion
and injustice will result anu wiliions of ucllars way lnauvertent-
ly be lost to the [reasury.

American wWage earners deslre Lo meel thelr LuXxes even
thougn Loey dia not favor the exaset provisions enucted, put un-
less Lhey nave accurate iulorwstion adapteu Lo Lhelr neeus tney
may not rile at all, or they may multe sericus wlslanes, Laous
addlng 1o auwlnlstrative capenses.

Literaoure aau wacninery establlsned for the geleral
public will not pe adeyuste for ithe needs of inousirial wurkers
who will have little tiwe Co ueBote to figuring vut uirccticns
on & Strange subject. HNor will lney have tiwe Lo 3tanu in Lline
nok travel rar frou thelr hoaes ald woelkK pluces copeClalliy whcn
thney ave worsing long nours in aefense plants. _If they nave 1o
do this war proauction willi suffer.

Sopeclaliy prepurcd literdblule afld pel'duilal H33LSLance
Irul pel'Suns wilh wol'ker's caucatlon ecaperlence v cull bDe
stationea in union halls woula oe vaiy aelplful in Ltols situation.
_Any monsy spent ror Lhis purpuse wuulu unuouptedly be very
fruitfull, spent.

Slncerely yuurs,

Philipy wurray
fresluesat, : y

UOPWA_ 27 - ' :
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TENTATIVE PLAN FOR WORLD WORKSHOPS, INC.
Submitted by Hilda W. Smith
March 1943

Any plan which will attract the attentlon of buay community
groups, inecluding labor organlizations, must have certaln charac-
terlatlics:

1) It must have a clear relationship to the problems of
those groups, not be academic or remote from thelr
immediate concerns and interests.

2) It must offer channels for a practical application of
any proposed theorles; an application that will not
take too much time from buay people, but will seem
useful and far reaching in i1ts objectives.

3) It must enlist interest by calling for active work,
and allocating definlte and real responsibllitles, not
be in the realm of theoretical discussion only.

4) It should have a certaln dramatic guality, catching
the imagination of many kinds of people.

5) Even though started in a small way, such a plan must
be one which can be extended graduslly, threough the
adaptation of certaln demonstrations to other local
conditions. ;

Introduction:

Discussiona of post-war planning and the iasues to be
decided at the peace table are heard in many groups. There
are sald tb be 200 private organizations and about 30 Govern-
ment agencles concerning themselves with plans of this sort.

In any discussion 1t is evident that many people are
gonfused, ignorant of basic questions which must be con-
gldered, and narrow in thelr own attitudes toward inter—
national relations. Material in this field 1s sbundant, but
mach of it is hard to read and to understand, unless one has
a wide vocabulary and is well informed on economic and poli-

tieanl affaira.

The great majority of people in the United 3tates are
industrial workers or farmers, many with only the most
elementary formal education. In this year 1943, moat people
are so precccupied with their own economic sltuation, in the
midst of war industries, price ceilings, rationing, problems
of housing, ohild care and transportation that they give no

t to coming everts, beyond the horizon of their own

though
immediate future.
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While many people in these groups have a superficial
imowledge of war 1ssues, through headline reading, the
movies or the radio, few have stopped to analyze those
larger questions which in time will affect everyone in the
home, on the job, and in each community. Those more thought-
ful people who try to find out what ls happening and why,
are usually unable to secure simple reading matter, relating
larger and more remote lssues of the peace to their own im-
mediate affairs. Public librarles, unless well equipped
with pemphlet material and with a reader's advisory service,
are of little use to people who must stumble over all but
the moat ordinary words. Lectures and forums conducted by
eminent authorities are designed to stimulate and inform
those with ample educatlon--often those men and women who
can find out the facts for themselves. Farm and labor pub-
lications make an sffort to educate thelr own readers, but
material on international affairs is usually crowded out by
more immediate news of wages, farm prices, or labor organi-

zgation.

There is danger that the great American majority, the
industrial and agricultural workers of the country, will ally
themselves with the isolationlsts on the one hand, or with
those leaders who talk of peace in terms of Amerdican expansion .
and imperialism. With no understanding of the facts of the
past, and no conception of what 1a involved in any genulne
international planning for the future, the average cltlzen
will be ineclined to oppose eny attempt to have the Tnited
States assume responsibility, with other nations, for keeping
the peace of the world, end establishing a plan for inter-

] national cooperation.

The plan suggested here has two main objectives:

1) To inform people of average education of what is
involved in post-war planning, in all ita aspects.

2) To enlist theilr active interest and help in bring-
ing about the most effective international organi-
zation after the war, to safeguard peace, and work
toward security and a higher standard of living for
the people of every natlon.

Methods of Operation: general principles. !

This plan would depend on the ability of a small or-

ganization, under the direction of the central committee,

4 to secure the help of a good many community agencles, and
individual volunteers.
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The training of local leadership would be necessary,
carried on in a systematic way, in order to msle sure that
the experiment would be effective.

The democratic prineiple of group work and group re-
sponslbllity should be considered basic. Through the local
application of this prineiple, those taking part in this
progrem would find themselves learning and prectising demo-

- cratlc processes on a small scale--an experlence which could
be translated into larger flelds of camunity and national
eltizenship.

World Workshops, Inc.

(Alternative title might be: World Citizens' Service Centers)

Proposal for World Workshops:

Under the ausplees of a national committee, it is ﬁru-
posed to establish a group of informal workshops, democecratic-
ally controlled and operated in each locality,

In each workshop certain phases of activities would be
useful to existing organizations in their own work, wherever
it touched the questions involved in post-war planning or
international pesace.

Other activitles would be buillt up to serve as educa-
tional instruments in the community, and be related to
existing agencles whenever they becsme interested in these
new posaibllities.

That is, each Workshop would have several purposes:

To service community agencies needing help in plnﬁning
programa, arranging discussions in this field, or making
some other contribution to post-war planning.

To enlist the help of their members and of other people ‘
in a process of self-education on peace issues, in order .
that they in turn might make this information avallable to
many othera. .

To act aas & local clearing house for materiamls, speakers,
reference libraries, and for any interchange of international
opinion through hospitality to people from other countries,
visites to those countries, etec. ;

4]




Fhysiecal Setting: : b iy -

Each workshop should be set up in some central location,
where & few rooms are avallable, free or at moderate rent.
These rooms should be made as attractive aa posalble, in an
informal way. They should include space for meetings, visual
ald workshops, exhibits and displaya of posters, a small
kitchen, & reference library and informetion desk, spece for
recreation (folk dancing, singing groups, ete.).

To find such rooms, equip and decorate them, and gather
suppliea would in itself be an educational experiment for =
group of interested people in the community, teaching them
how to work together and put through a definite job.

Special Sectionas of Work:

I.

II.

The People Earn Their Living (Economie Section)

In this room there would be dlapleye of postera, charts,
pleotures, ete. relating to the economic problems inveolved in
post-war planning. The material would include globes and
maps, reference material, coplea of trade treatles, reports,
ete. presented in the simplest way through visual materials,
sumarles in graphiec form, ete.

There should be a radio consultant here, to advise groups
on the preparation, of radio scripts centering around these
sconomic questions, and presented in & way to interest the
general public.

A Vigual Aid Workshop should be set up, where those in-
terssted could be taught how to present facts in a graphic
form. :

To this sectlon community agencles ingcluding trade
unicns might turn for technical help in planning forums, or
discussion groups, conferences on internatlonal aspects of
current events, arranging exhiblts, radio programs, moving
pleturea.

The People at Home, around the World (Cultural Section)
In this room there would be displays of handorafts or

art from other countries, photographs of community or home
lifs, or other exhiblts to suggest lelsure time occupations.

At certaln intervals, there might be an evening of
folk-dencing or singing, the presentation of short plays,
moving plotures, or listening groups for special radio pro-
grams in this field.
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A Conmittee on Hospitality could make this Center a
place where visitora from other countries would be welcoms,
where groups of refugees might find a meeting place.

| In time, an exchange of visitoras with other countries
might be a part of the work of these Centers.

- Minority groups in American communities should be made
welcome on equal terms with others, in these World Workshops, ;
and be glven full participatlon in the activities.

Note! A special section for children should be arranged in
each of the Sectlona listed above, where occaslonally movies
or plays of interest to children could be presented. Thr
the Service Section (see below) an information to publiec
schools or other children's agencles could be provided.

III. Service Séction

In this Sectlion, sarvlices would be offered to community
groups interested in international gquestlons and post-war
planning, as followsat ;

Distribution of simple materlal; pamphlets, bibliographies,
suggeations for movies, radio programs, drama, exhibits, etec.

Speskers Bureau, to service local groups.

Instruction on the productlon and use of vlisual materials.
Simplification of articles and techmical reports.
Preparation of exhibits and radio programs.

IV. Organization of ﬂﬂglﬂ Workshops o

National Staff, working with an Advisory Councll made
up of raprumtnﬁvu of typlecal communlity groups, including
labor, Negro organlzations, foreign-born organlzationa,
nhl:l.t‘chal; ﬂtﬂt_

This staff with the advice of the Council should be
L responsible for the following: .
Establishing standards for local World Workshops, and
distributing materials on suggested standards end techniques.

Planning trdining institutes for local leadership in
states. :
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Conducting the first demonstration workshops and re-
cording methods.

Arranging international conferences on educational
methoda. =

Routing general requests to appropriate agencies or
workshops.

Reference Sérvieu on materials.

State Qrgnnizatiugt

State Consultant with small secretarial staff, to co-
ordinate local work, and start the first local organization.

Voluntary Workshop Counecils representing the commni-
ties interested in participating and obtaining services
from local workshops.

Analysis of needs of local communities and methods of
operating Workshops. :

Stimulating local communities to take part in Workshop
program.

Local Organization:
Local Councils to initiate and operate Workshops.
( L To find suitable rooms, and make sure finances are
avallable. To repair or decorate rooms, arrange housekesp-
. 1ng and up-keep. ;

Securing local contributions, financial and service
contributiona.

Supervision of Hbikuhnp progrem.
- Selection of personnel, both pald and volunteer.

Flanning training for local committees or volunteer
consultants.

Fublicity.

-

Reports and recommendations, on progress of work.'

Conducting one or more demonstration workshops with
definite standards. .




— Allocation of certain work to mopautih"g"?wunitg ' b :
agencies, to the Public Schools, Trade Unions, Settle-
mentg, Churches, ete. e ]

Coordinating local efforts, through a central clear-
ing house in the local Workshop. :




|
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March 28, 1943

Dear Mr. McDevitt;

A2 Ura, Roosevelt wrote to Mrs. Cerroll -

Miller on March 12, it will not be possible
for her to addresp the Forty-Second Annual
Convention of - lvania Pederation

of Labor on April 29¢;-

Mre. Roosevelt asks me to thank you for
the cordial invitation you extend to her in
-your letter of March 18 and to express her
regret that she csnnot acoept it,

Very ﬁnuﬂl} yours,

Seoretary to
Mra. Rcosevelt

President, Pennsylvania Pederation of Labor
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania .




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 22, 1943

Yy dear Mr. MeDavitt:

¥re. Roosevelt aske me to thenk
you for your letter of the 18th and to
express her appreclation of the cordial
iovitation extended to her to address the
Forum to be held in conjunction vdléh your

Forty-Second Annuas] Convention. is

sorry she can not eccept, however, “as her
progrem for the spring is already so complete
that it is imposaible for her to p:_'umlu
more engagements at the present time.
Very sincerely rm::'u..

Secretary to
Mra. Rocsevel
Mr, Jamea L. MoDevitt, President

Pennsylvania Federation of Labor
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania




Pennsplvania Federation of Labor

Fimat Vil EaERnEsT, EOWARD CRUe B E, Baunte VicgFesnnesT, CHaRLEE & BaTes,

108 B GanoEs BESLLY. PHILLOELEHLE
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ARG Went BBTE STeLEY, D8

BEFERTH VicE-FATmoERT, JOSERE L. Pl e,
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1838 asEEs BTARET, HammissL =g

HimTH VICEFeEsinasT, FRancis F. HussIL,
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n"rml u.l.-..-:::lrwut [—— A0 HOKTH STRERY i 5 Josurd J, MaHss l‘
HARRISBURG, PENMA. Huan 1 MuLLie

James L. MCDEVITT, PRESIDENT
Harpisnuma, PENHA,

March 18, 1943

PFHaowe &4-3118

Mrs. Elsanor Hoosevelt -}"’ 2= ”3
White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

The FPenngylvania Federation of Labor will hold
its Forty=-Second Anmual Convention, in the city of Harrisburg,
beginning april 29 and in conjunction with the Convention there
will be a Forum conducted on the subject = "The Things We Are
Fighting For."

» This session can be held on either Thursday,
April 29, or'Fridey, April 30, in the evening in the Forum of the
State Capitol and the officers and members of our Federation are
most anxious to have you address this gathering which will be re-
presentative of every section of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvanim.
Either of the dates menticned can be selected by you if you can
find it convenient to be with us. -

- .

Trusting we may have a favorable reply.

Sincerely yours,

JLMeD:id JAMES L. MoDEVITT .

afoe 18048 President




June 30, 1943.

Uy dear Ulss Smith:

lrs. Roosevelt has asked me
to thank you for your letter and to tell
you she 1s so glad to hear you are mak-

ing good progress with your proposed
Labor Extension Service.

Urs. Roosevelt wonders if the
School would be able to come to Hyde Park
agaln.

Very sincerely jours,

Secretary to
lrs, Foosevelt.

Miss Hilda W. Saith |
dson Shore Labor School
Teat Park, lew York. ; . VIS

[
o
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Elinies W, Spbiiin

i .
Ven

¥ra. Franklin D. Foosevelt
The White House "
Washington, D. Cs [

Dear Mrs., Roosevelt,

This is to give you the latest news about the proposed Labor Extension
Service. We now have an sctive committee at work on this plan representing
a1l branches of the labor movement. It has taken a long time to find a
chairman for this committee, but now Kermit Eby has taken the chairmanship.
As you probably kmow, he has recently been appointed assistant to Raymond
Walsh, Research and Educational Director of the C.l.C.

Mr, Walsh is arranging for Mr. Eby to work with this committes and Mr.
Eby, himself, has s strong interest in this plan, sc I am hoping now we may
begin to do active work. The immediate program for this cormittee is to keep
in touch with Mias Perkins, to find out whether or not she has money in her
new budget to make a modest beginning for this new service in the Labor
Department; to inform Workers' Educational @roups on what is happening; and
to follow up the interest shown by Senator Thomas and Senator Fepper in
discussing this plan. y

You may remember that Senator Pepper suppested that the Senate Committee
on Education and Labor might arrange hearings for us and alao publish a report
of the Workers' Service Program, if I would write it. In order to do this
writing, I shall have to find some means of floanoing at least a six months
period of work. Our Union Committee intends to canvass some of the Unions to
see if they would provide funds for this purpose. There is also & possibility
that some foundation might do this.

I am still getting many letters from labor groups all over the country *
asking what is happening snd promising to help with the development of & new ;
plan. Everyone realizes that this will be a slow proceas, sspecially if we
have to securs money through congressional mction, but there ls no doubt of
the general interest, amd the aotive support of the labor movement, and of
many universities and community mgencies.

I el plmriie: Eson s 24410 -
k! T
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At present I am working for three months for the Hudeon Shore Labor
Sohool, helping arrenge a few local institutes in Baltimore, Fittsburgh,
and perhaps in Indimnapolis. It is so diffioult this year to pet workers
to resident schools,even for s week, that one alternative seems to be to
take the school out to the workers. I have met a ready response from
workers' groups, both at Ealtimore and Pittsburgh and hope that imetitwse savesal
week-end conferences may be the result, I expect to be at West Park during
the school session in July end early in August.

You know how much we would like to have you come over to the school
again if you have an diportunity. I am looking forwsrd to being at home

even for a month this year, and shall enjoy being in, schocl again,

Cordially yours,

T plinns Lswann s 2441
k- i 2l




Hovemhar !“ 1843

Dear Miss Smith:

I was glad h'm:urhttf;mdh
hnrnfmrmi It is & pudﬂﬂdludl
uun;ntuhh Yyou on getting the nﬂur.

Rith all good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Miss filda Smith
407 Longfellow Builking
h’h i ﬂ‘tﬁn, o, ‘:a




NATIONAL HOUSING AGENCY :
FEDERAL PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY \ ;
WASHINGTON - 4

November 12, 1943 ;
A Jk

Mrs,., Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mra. Roosevelt:

Slnce I saw you at the Hudson. Shore Labor School pilenie
my own plans for the winter have changed. I thought you
would like to know what I am doing and how it csme about,
You may remember that several of the men in the Buresau

of Labor Statistics, Labor Department, were interested

in heving me sppolnted for a six months" period to write
the history of the Workers Service Program., I have all
the materlal for this record and everyone thinks it should
be written sometime soon.  The University of Indiana made
a definite offer to me for the same purpose. However,
while I was wailting to hear from the Labor Department

I received a tentative offer from the Federal Public
Houslng Authority to take charge of the Education
Recreation Sectlion for the housing projects. I found
that the Labor Department was not prepared at present

to make their offer definite and thinking that I would
rather stay in Washington at present than go to Indisna,
I decided to accept the sppolntment at the FPHA, I

have been here for three days and know that I am going

to enjoy it very much. There is a staff of seven
experienced people end many opportunities for interesting
and useful work in connection with the housing program,

I thought you would be interested in hearing about this
and I should, of course, be glad of any = eatlons or
advice you would like to send me. }EE

The committee of lsbor people which is working on &

permanent Labor Extension Service in the Labor Department

is now extending its membershlp and hopes to begln more

aotive work before very long. One reason that I am glad

to be here in Washington 1s that it enables me to keep }

in touch with the work of this committee end to help : |

when I can. I hope sometime to see you sgain end to tell i
- u some of the plans which have been developed in this

ivision of the FPHA. :
Co 1ly yo r (D L— e
%}Z?azm_% A

With-all good wishes to you.
Hilda W, Smith ‘i




Jaouary 29, 148

Dear Miss Smith:

I have juat asen a eopy

of your poem om publie housing end I

like it very much. - "
Sinceraly yours, L
Miss Hilda Smith
1741 Jue Strset, N. W.
Washington, D, G, L
{ ]
L1 f ' -
b = \9’5
1 -
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"By Eilda W, Spmith .

Harratori : ' /

' ’ About two millicn people in this year 1944 *1- (0
Iive in the Federal Public Housing projects; 4 'u\‘
Moot of them in war houslng, ' -.,\ 4 ,
To come dowm after the war, |

‘Bays Congreas,

But now, i

Heore 1t 1s. '

Villages, young cities

Sprawling in the walleys,

0limbing up tho mountaina,

G Houses, little houses.

Trailer comps, dormitories, war apartments, : -
: And houses, Tamily housen.

At the gutes of tho ship yard,” .
- . A bus ride from the boober plant,

i gpposite the alr port, the arscnal,
Tho Navy Yard, the Army Dopot, =
Housos, more houses, i

Housea for minora, railway mon, curpontors,
sEousoen for machiniato and weldora;

For women working oh army uniforms,
Working in connories,

Zngincors, draftomon, ronoarch workers,
Famillos of eorvico men, wives —— ond widows, ;
All of them woridng for the war - °
A11 of them living

In the Federnl yublic housing projecta.

Who likes the word "Project"? -
We don't and neither do they.

Wont is o "Projoct"? .y _ |
In it eouethiing spoclel, set of T gpart,
An institution? :
b o Or just o nolghborhood; n place where you live? ; -

- A Tar Workeri'

e

5 I 1iko tlis pnﬂ_ of the country, ond the project too,
Eut somotimes it fecls like an institutlonm, X

¥arrator! ; R : : ; : :
‘I'har‘l Now why chould you foel 1'1.'Il.m that?

¥




O

A War Torlar:

" Booonigge—
Bocanno wo hovo to stond in 1inc.
2 Linc up! -
i Lino uwp to miy tho ront, ond 4n tho cafotoria.
Lino up for tho madl, and again; walting for tho bus,
* . Furieh*ng tho time.oloelk, -
Idng up for your phy. f
Thoen Dack to the projoct:
Tho e, tho mail, tho eufotoria,
Linc upl
linrrator: . ¥

Is that what makes 1t feel 1ilo an institution?

Or i3 it bocwase

Tho pacple oubsido who have always lived here,

Don't 1il%e to lool: at the hwusing vrojoect.

Thuy 'dén't wont 1% bore with its mundrods of 1ittlo housos
Sot Auwn in the middle of thn old pleaic #rousd,

Or on the lodzo of tholr favorito hilleide,

.4 thoy aoy?
An 014 Ropldont:

o This towm used to bo a nlee place to live 1n, °
With clops: ntroots, Quict o zislt too. ; ;
You dida't lave to wodt to got sorved 1in the grocery, - 1
Of fird o 1no thtoo docp at tro sodn fountain,
-It used to bo a nleo 11%4lo placa.

But dools nt it row! Ladk at thono noovle!

RIFT raff, scum of tho carth! '

Sioving us off the strocts, crowding our tusacs,

Fighting, alnginsg,” muldrr love |
At throo o'clock 1a tho morpiug,

It upcd to bo such u rico little town,

7 An Employer:

But we nesd thenm here, these worlers,
= Tur production!  Goverm ont moatrants!
., The war {an't ovor, says tho Aruy,
. It w1l Yo 'a long wur, sara 4he ilave,
Tre Army wonto auncdticn, small arms, plonan,
T Havy monts bargos, oil tunltora, trrmaporto, .
8o bacl: up the boys! Spood up! W . i
Dy n_ﬁ!.;lft. swing aidft, graveyard,
Worizmra, wore morkors!

:
A T,




Harrator:

Roerulters, friendly men

Tacking up posters in 1ittle country atores,

Eanding out leaflets in cotton fiolds, pradrie towns,
Down along tho tracks,

Recruiting Agont: -

A Migrant

Job, Jobs, Jjoba!
Good pay, with overtine,
Cafetorias, medical sorvice,

* And a nieo housa-to live in,

In o Fodoral housing project!
Workor:

Thin is o war, adn't 1t7
Yy war, just as much as yourn,
I got a fool idoa I'd 1ikc to holp win it,
Como on Hank, wo'ro a goin! :
Will the old ear hold togother? :
Ask that thoro Board if wo can git the gos,
Toll them it's o war Job, and thoy'll leavo us go,
Hurry, Susie!
Don't mako no difforonce if you do leavo school,
Wo'll git you anothor school, deario,
This ig o war, :

Hedghbor in the Recoption Offico:

Ena;:pt ion Clori: :

Yom, nign horas,

This horo 10 your leonso,

Tolls you how mueh ront you roy -and when,
Brung tho wholo family, Ald yon?

Nover mind tho fino print, all that on the back,
'Tadnt nothin'; Juat rometine,

Don't make no mattor,

Glad to have you lora, Brothor,

And tho migous too,

Goin' to work at tho Arsonal? :

My btoy, ho fit on them Hormoady boaolia,

l\r‘.ll
(]

Here's your key - Glad you mre moving in hera,

'_:T.al.u na rings,)

o8, ¥a'an., Wiat's that you say?
Pipe's pluub bustod?
Hold cvorything, Ma'am!

Some ono will bo over, noon as wo can nako i,

Maybo right amuy,

v




A Mudntonaneo Munt

Farrator:

Flumbing out of order. Stove won't work,

Fuses blown agaln, door Imob broken,

Think they'd learn, wouldn't you, by this time?
¥e, I try to learn them, as I go round,

Epre, lady, I says, 1izht the ovea this way,

Keep your drain open, put out your gurbagse

Then I toll them how to plant grasas scod,

Slip thom somc flower soods, mayba,

I keop o bunch in my pocitet,

Some folln are right frinndly, thoy want to loarn,
Scode I give 'om last aprin; comitg up good now,
Soc that bluc morning glory?

4nd horo are the Mazazors, cemire to .o meoting,
With var workers woving in, mdgmy workora moving out,
Manazurs haven't a lot of timo,

And thoy sayt

Firat Manager:

Pirat thingas firat, :
I've got the rents to collaect,
This place has got to pay for itself,
I've got this property.to lwep in ordar
And where, I'd 1ike to !—ow

Can you find the malntonance mes,

plumbers, palators,
Angrono to stoke tho furnncos?

Bocong Managzor:

They say noxt wiutor thero won't bo much conl,
So what?

Wo ean't lot them froozo, cun wa?

And what about policing?

Hot vory sufe on those dark roads.

Wacre are thono lights thay promised uaf.

Third Manszor:

But I could 11e awalo

Supposo a gosoline atove oxploden
"And you ean't pot to tha door?

Fourth dan

The Iids are on the loome,
i

And the mothers
So they come to

Sure, wo havo a firo dopartment und cquipment,

ovory night, thinking aboithfirs,

of tLoso dermitordos if a firo sproads quicklyt
in a vrdlor,

Can thoy got out

aFort

1'11 pay! ]
ing windows, pushing through tho walls,
when their fatlers went to sleep.

get to figlting over the Idds,
ma, :

|

L8




Firat Manager: : :

And what about these tenunt codmittees?- ,
c . 4 bunch of trouble.makers, I eall. 'om, e -
) Give them any leewdy, and thoy got™out of hund,

I profer to oppoint oy owd commdttoon, 4F any. .
Then I lmow where I am, . - =g =

\
o 4

Sceond Manoger: R :
Yoa, I can't bother much about these chbmunity buildings,

If I kept them opon, : :

Tho people would be in snd eut of them a1l tho time,” ,
Lot thom wadt t111 I fix thoso sewors, — - ° .

I don't boliovo in all this independont thinkirg
In o housing projoct,

It gots to be Jjust ono lonz eripo sosalon,

Third Vanazor:

I'm a busy man, I nood all the help I ean got,

So why not ask tho poonle on tho projoct 3
. Tolend a hand?

Kocping up the tuildings, watching out for firas,

Getting their rents in promptly, planaing for the kida.

Aron't they tho omes most intorostod

Ia what happena horo? :

First Hnn.;:gerl
Tonant commit tooa?

Third Marngor:

Suroc, and a Counell, . L

) Tho Amordens poopls don't 1ive to ho rushod® arourd,
Wo'ro not. fighting tho poopls, sce? '
We'rc trying to ko this thing work, togother,

5 " Chalrman of Rosidont Council:

Wo 14ka 1t hore, ’ : _

To don't lavo ront strilos or so many broken windows,
Long ngo we stoppod fooling 1like atraugora, ;

Tro Youses are tommorary ot our lives arc pormanent,

And what happons horo Las a porucnozt offcet on evorybedy,

'Jsk:ﬂ-f;hll‘t,_- e : i

Zspecially on the olildren, . B
My Yoy 1o wanderin: and ry =irl is rounmirg, '

*




Toen Age Kid: : =

s Mr, bonazer! .
We'd Jike a place of our own, -
Sort of o hang out, where we'd have fun,
Soft drink bar, maybe; o juke box,
4And o place to dance, %
Wa'll onrr tho money, if you'll find us a place.
F Surc, wo'll take ecare of it! Wo'd keep it clean!
Ain't there an old shack somewhere
That us kds could uge?
Wa wouldn't hut 4!

5k :Draftamm

n Tiey lald off 300 men at the plant only last wook,
Maybe I should be locking now for sometking more pormancat,
Mayber I'11 be in tho next tunch ladd off,
‘I'hr;m what? :

A Rivotor:

: Weo camo up in our old car fron tho Toxns oil wells, y -
I brought along somo mayhaw Jelly I
And some wild dowberry Jam.
It tastes 1ik: homo,
Yos, I'm o rivotor, a good ono too,
¥y husband, he's a store clork, 2t the ship yard.

A Dormitory Girl:

I 1ike 1t Rerc, It's a room, odn't 17
s Could bo botter, but I've socn worsc. ;
. Thoro are some roul nieo girls hore,
. But wo don't have mch timo to tullk,
I'n on the ewirg shift, oal when I'u not sleeping
I've got my washing to do, and oy ironinz,- -
Aln't never enouzh hoards to po round,- |
But we've got a uwell nenuger, she's real friendly
And I 1ike the gares wo play in the corwmnity building
it three o'clock in tho mornirg, x

Uaybe tho jobs arc danzerous. So what? ’
In our plant we nako oxplosives, o i
Sonotimes it nokes mo norvous, ' .
And I fool all shely aftorrard, . e '
! ' But it aln't any rmoro danscrons o '
Than for my brother in Gomany, or Dan in tho Pucific )
Wa'ro going to bo narricd later, '
. When ho conos houo, :
' So I'n trying now to put throvgh ry part of tha job, .

¥




Community Leader:

Ian't there a job for usl?
Ian't this whore wo como in?
Coen up the playgrounds]
'l’n‘ll find the leaders,
i Unlock the commmity btuildings,
And we'll be there, wo'll help.
Find out from the people
What they want to lmow, #
That they want to do,
And wo'll bo on hand, .

Wo are the old nolghbers,

Thig 1s part of onr town too,

Their tom and ours, while thoy live mrc..
For tiw duration of tko war,

And then,
Toar dewn tho sluns! :
Byild houscs, noro housca, .
The pooplc of Amcrlea wint decont places to live,
Housirng is moro than bricks and nortar, -

E Housing means people who want o scnso of living,

- Poople who look forward,
Poople who tolo hnld of a blz job together,
Building houvson, cormnmiticas
' _ Building Amcrica: L
- Robullddng o world, : ' 4

: : 1741 Quo Stroet, N.W.
¥aw Yoar Groetings Washiegton 9, D. O,

" _-Mm?.dwh—v oY _ _ -
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