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' -February 5, 1935

4 Wy dear slss Gtroug:

Theuk you very wucn for
your ietter. However, we wlfe worce
nopeui Lhuau you are.

ne eajoyed so wuen seeluy
aud buiging witih you dlle. you wei'@
herv.

Witn all guod wishes, [ aw

Very siucerely jours, 0

Miss Anna Loulse Strong -
Cure Miss Lillian D. Wald
festport
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% Dear Mrs Roosevelt,

I have you to thank not only for the interesting two nours of a

Juncheon but alec. for being corpo’led to nnalyze, during my return journey,
“ the deeper differences batween two civilizations, You and the President asked
mere fundamental juestions than I usually get; I feli that I did not quite
{ give you what you wanted, Moy I add a bit?
‘-H-\-\_\_‘_ -

Tue President's questions seemsd to reduce to two ,ractieal
groblemas how the Soviets zet money lor all the popular demands, and how
Stalin wields power, Your own guestions dealt rather with ult_rate soecial
r«lations, Hov can diverse social zroups be got to mact jointly? Isn't ths
Bolehavik's problem of production simpler tian ours of over-production?

Monay, =--I saw in a flash tant of course it is the President's
problem, Dut not in the USSR. I never had to pooe that problam sither
personally or nationally in thirtesn years, Time, nét money,is the .roblem
there, Personally, ons's salary seems alwny: more than tine time one has
to take to hunt thin.s to buy. HNationally, the problem is ts get scnools,
factories, tractors --quickly rather than cheaply,

I asked myself why? But of course your problem must be to get
money from umwillin_ owners. Even the nctivities of the ,resent adminis-
tration unjustly termed socialist, become therefore government handeuts
winich impoverisn the atate. Even when you spank of takin, over puhblie
utilities, you think of running them at coet Jd% a loss to banefit the
"consumer", i.e. small business and progerty owners,

incoms. »

In the USSR the government budgel.regularly runs above outgo,
and even ahove scheduled plan, since they own hoth naturn! resgurces and
means of production, Over—production thers is not a worry; it is an
increase in national income. So their "money" problem becomes; Which
industries shall we run at a loss in order to establish them or tu cut costs
of basic necessities? Which shal! we compel to pay for th. ir plants opt of
three or four years income? On which shall we profiteer shamelessly in
order to use the surplus for hea!th, education and losses nf.nandld industriest

A totally different problem. In deciding it, popular demunds
expressed through elections, latters tc the pross and popula. pressures
(sugh as drift from farms to industries and vice versa) are corrslated
with the logic of industrial production; ms studied by sconomists and

g engineers, This correlation takes place through constant conferences,
: througn the press and tirough elections. But it is a problem of tims rather
than of money. Speed depends on ow much locul initiative canm b stirred,

Thus I have known peasant villages to vote nearly tho whole surzlus

of a year's farming to building the "swellest school in tha vallay™,
"hey ealds "The province gives us 200,000 rubles for a seven ,rade school,
but we want ten grades, (which inecludes high achool), so we'll put in
another 200,700 from the harvest of our collective farm." This probably
atinted tiem on clothes and snces, and if they go too far in this, tne
Gentral muthorifies usually sus ect that some loeal agitateor ie n_ itating
unduly and that thore will be a comeback from a discontented minority,

: ‘arring wueh gomebacks, such local gitation is encouraged.




As for Btalin, --after leaving you I saw Troyanovsky, wuo is an old
friend of m- husband's, I asked him if he agreed with the picture of Stalin
I gave you, He saidy "I well remember Stalin from earliest days,--an un-
obtrusive yout: sitting in conferences, sayin; little, listenin, much,
Towards tne end he would venture a mild suggestion and we began increasingly
to see that we always took it. He summed uy best the way to our joint pur.ose,”

Stanlin's authoritr is greatest among those who have known him
longest; it has spread steadily to wider and wider circles, His cnief
power lies in his ability to analyze and explain the daily caan_ing
correlation batween the loziec of industrial development and the demands to
be satisfied today. lie has refused several chances itc make himself the
parsonal "zod" of the people, I remember ‘especially karch 2, 1940y when
his stntement "Dizziness from Success" was acclaimed by the peasanta, who
siezed him as personal champlon a_,3inst the mistakes of local @ommunists,
Stalin checked this promptly, sayings "That Btatement was no personal
announcement., The Central Committee does nol permit personal announcements,
It was a reconnaissance undertaken hy toe Centraml Committes".

S0 when the President asks whetisr po ple in these conferences don't
fedl that they "have to" mgres with Sta.in, the answer is both yes and no,
Pereonal wire-pulling is net, I tnink, his charascteristie, but th. pain-
staking search for the adjustment of each hit of numan material into a
place where i can function, is, I have even been told by geople in a
position to know, that it was Stalin who tried toc the last to "save Trotsky"
azrinat the rising ire of the Central Committee, I don't repeat this in
Ameriea, not wishin; to lose my reputntion for sanity, but I can quite
believe it myself,...At least I eaw that what threw Trotsk, out was his
own persistent driv: towards uncertain conspiracies in foreimgfd maxaXwiionms,
revolulions against the risin_ demand of t!e masses for peace and construction.
Stnlin sensed this demand and orjanized it, and that threw Trotsky out. But
I don't think Stalin wanted to waste good human material,--not evan Trotsky.

Your own question how to get joint action and whether Kussia's problem
is not simpper than ours, I anewery Yes, much simpler. But not b.ciuse
prodietion is simplarf tisn etopping or reorlerting production, How the
Bolsheviks would love to have as thelr prob'em the organizing of the
fine industries and skilled workers of this country instead of the
backward, illiterate folk in the vast ruins of eivil war with which they
began...It is rather thrilling to think what could be done here, how much
more swiftly and at how much lass human cost.

Their problem is simpler because they have no fundamental clashes over
ownership, but only clashes over wiich district or industry shall be developed
first, How intrisuingly different would he their problem in a country like
oure. It would bes which of our steel mills, textile milles, mines ete,
shall we run at full blast to produce all we need, and which can bs ' |
reorganized for something else...Thic problem would be posed for discussion :
in meetings of workers and engineers in every mill of the country, and also
through the press. Fraternanl delegates hetween mi 1s would be ,oin, back and
forth and selentists would be working on new uses [or olc mille. Every
mesting would face the questioni Can our mill be shown to ba the best
equipped to continue production, or is there somethin, else, --a hospital, b
school or what-not, into which it can be remodelled?....A 1l the amctual or
possible production of the country would be yours to adupt, divert and use, gt

mroddified by any claima &f owners, hut merely by advice from MANAZOTS,




But I see your tragedy. The people trust you to use power for their
benefit. And you want to do it, But you haven't power to use. Power resides
in ownership of the momns of productiob; the firanciers have it, net you,
But the people think you have it, and so, in spite of their Zrenl faith and
your own sincerity, they will grow disillusioned....

Or rather,..you have really a sort of po.er. Such power as the peocple
had, they gave you, But they themselves haven't all power fo Sive. They have
only the power of their hunger for life, which in moments of revelt, when it
is clarified by analysis inte a clear w.ll and direction, may become the
‘ greatest power in the world, But the power of ownership over the means of
life,-- that is the day by day power which works incessantly, buying brains,
confusing governments, persistent, Thal power is in the hands of tau big
finaneiers, and neither you nor the people can _et it, exce,t by a
bitterar struggle than anythin; they, or you, have intended yet.

I think the transfer of pover fror the hands of the few owners to the
hands of joint ovnership of our common mesns of 1ife, mi_ht have come
gradually in tiis country through the seizure of credit during the bank
moraterium, wien the financiers were scared and the peo,le arcused, The
pover of credit, in state hands, daringly amdé intelligently and ruthlessly
wielded, might have forced industry after industry into line with a jublie
policy and broken such owners and industries as did not conform, sip
financiers do it. Perhaps the people also could have done it tarsugn you,
No other country hus done it..,.Most other countries are seein, tnc big
financiers use botn the power of credit and stmte power now to aompel
lesser industries and buneath them the pesple, to thneir will,

That would have been a titantic, all but impossible str.ggle. It dicn't
oceur, Now tne struggle will be even more titanic, -and lenger, The financiers
will force you steadily to the right, and if you do not jo, Lhey will be
ready, either through the ballot or by subsidizing veterans, to put in
someone wiio will, Yet every time you gield, in the intesesis of ,eace, they
will push rou furt.er. As they did the German Socialist jovernmints, and
¥acDonald, .They have to do it, for they also struggle to advance and survive,

++ fou still have the pover of tne hunger for life of ,roat masses, but this
pover is only etrong waen it is clarified and organi:ed for struggle; it
always loses out in conference and debate...I tuink myself it is losing now
in this country and will unti) some new crisis like th. moratérhim, forces or
pormits a bitterer siezure of power,

With great admirntion for you personally and utmost sympathy for
the difficulties of your position,

A ¢/1 -?._____ -
/1.7 - e e 8 J""ﬂ'“-.?;
-




My dear Misa Strong:

Mrs. Roosevelt would like very
much to see you and hopes you can either
lunch with her here as one o'clock on the
ES3rd, or have tea at five. However, it is
doubsful if the President can sse you as he
is o0 extremely busy.

Very sinocerely yours,

Malvina T. Scheider
Sedretary %o
Mrs. Roocasvelt.

Miss
Hotel Woloots
4 West 31
New York, New York
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iooaevelt,

I'm just back from Yadrid
front-line trenches, which I left on Mew
year's day. I've been in Barcelonsa,
falencia, Alcvagete, Alicante, busides a
couple oi villages. I visited the fronmt
iines on three sectors of kedrid and talke
with folks frowm lesuin_ ofiTiclizls to
tront line fignt.re...

I tuink yo. wouwla be interested.
1 tnink tne president would also, I saw’
ddgo ..ts made inio school-<roums, where
soldier buys wno never haa a chance to

go to school were now learning reauing,
writing, arithmetiec wnile rifle shots
pattered on the sandbags. I BAW mMEen wWhno
nad recently lecrmed to read putting up

o hand-lettered signy"Comrades, the
liberty of the world lies in Wadrid! Faoex
Forward to Victory!"™

Por me the chief memory is not ik
the horrow, but the amazing confident
joy. That wra what was unexpected and in-
credible. “en who feel themselves atf the
prow of man's prugress againat fasciam,
and are absolutely certain of victory.
Touay possible tomosTow probable, day
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dear Miss Btrong:

Miss Anna Loulse Strong
Hotel Wolcott

4 West 31

NYC i




e /j* Jan 30, 1937

I am writing from that charming Chinese
guest-room of Mr. Filene's which you used when in
Boston; Mr. Filene sends greetings as ne starts
weet to lecture on the Constitution.

It is possible that this note will
crose a letter from you telling me when I can
see you. If not, this is to say that I shall be
lecturing at the Baltimore Community Forum on 3
Sunday afternoon the 7th, and in ¥ashington the - = ;-
same evening.

I could therefore come to s ee You any
. time Saturday or Monday--or of course Sunday
at any time when I am not lecturing. I have per-
haps a slight preference for Monday, since some
people at the Town Hall went to give me a tes on
Saturday. But this preference is too slizht to
count; if any news from you suggesting Saturday ig
waiting at Hotel Wolcott, T shall come on that
day, If either of these times is inconvenient, T
could stay over a day; my next Jlefinite date ig
Feuv 10, in New York, in the evening,
Very truly yours, “

,ﬂ g L B,




February 24, 1037

My dsar Mrs. Stroag:

i3 Thank you so much for your letter
and for the one which you translated for me.
I waa .n_lntmn-d_m:_rm.nr_m..hp;
¥Yery much to see you when you retum to the
Kawnt, 3

Vary sinesrely yours,

Mrs. Anna Louise Strong
Hotel Wolcott

Sth Ave. and 31lst St.
NYC

DD
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J,SEIFER
RISIDEMT MAMAGE R -
Mrs, Pranklin D, Roosevelt e
¥hite House y 11 .
Yashington, D. C. /@/_Lt i

Dear Mre, Hoosevaelt:

You asked me what the reactlon of the ordinary
Poople in the USSR was to the trial, My husband has
sent me eome clippings from the newepapers of letters
vhich poured in from the peopls. I think you will he
interested in one very striking one which I have
translated for you,

I am inelined te think that Stalin made a bad
mistake in ever letting Trotsky out of the Scviet
Union. The man is really inecredibly dangerous, the
more #o because he has a very remarkable degree of
megnetiem which sweeps whole crowds of people off
their feet. I know because I onaoe gave him English
lessons and T am stil]l asghamed to remember how -
Plotely he eould sway my convictions if he tnukogt
trouble. In Spaln A emall ‘band of his follewers have
done more to undermine the cooperation of the progras-
eive elements than one hundred times that number of
anarchists. Mexico will Ye very sorry to have him
and I sincersly hope we will never let him in here.

I am fnli;:g terribtly depressed tc;dqr at the
news of Malaga--at the thought of hundreds of pecple
_Ihu Jump inte the bay to avold the incoming fasciste,

THE BEST HOME AWAY FROM HOME IS A GOOD HOTEL




CABLE ADDRE 88 WOLCOTTIMNG TELE BHOHL AL AwAMES, & PEDD

HoreL WorLcoTT

Frern Aviesn e ann Taiery Fiest STHEET

New Yori

J.SEIFER
REMIDENT MANASER

The "Time's" report said that the troops which
mctually tock the clty were "gn,000 Ttaliane, sever—
1 al thoupands Germans, some Moors and the Forelgn
Legion."” It is such a raw invasion by first-class
military powers agalnst a decent peocple.

I hops to see you when I return from the west
sometime toward the end of April.

Yours,

s ‘

P.5. I met this morning an important group from the
Soclety of Prlends, some of whom saw you the
day I did. I am glad they are going in for
rolief of children in.Spain in a blg way.

o .
THE BEST HOME AWAY FROM HOME IS A GOOD HOTEL




A MOTHER'S WOED

{Letter about the Trotzkylite trials by & factory worker who
wad alpo delegate to the Conptitutlonal Congrese of the
ESPSR).

I came here to the trial almost direct from the Eremlin, from the hall of
the Serenteenth Extraordinary Congress of Soviets of the ESFSE. And represen-
tatives from all endes of our immeasurable land, ome after another, ¢ame upon andd
the tribuanal, They all spoke of the joyous happy life which the party iem the
soviet power has glven to all of us—tc the worker and the collective famer,
to the Bugsian and the Buriat-Mongel, to the swineherd and the member of the
Academy of Science.

Bot here see on the benches of the accused, these wretches, these sples,
these murderers, without even blushing, told how they had wished to snatch from
us everything that we won in fourteen years of the Hevolution; how they traded
in our happinees, our freedom; how they sold us to our worst enemies.

I have paspged my E6th year. PFor thirty-six years T have worked in pro-
duction. Before the Revolution I never knew a single bright day. At 4:30
before dawn, I went to the factory and until late in the evening, wore out my
health there for a pittance to make the bomses rich,

I bore twelve children btut raised only three. The rest perished from
bunger, from poor care, from the lack of mediocal aid. Capitelism devoursd
nine of my children, Can I forget that, can I forgive that? Can I ever for-
get how my one-year old Peterkin sick with pneumonis was turning up, Tt the
foreman refused to let me go to him and even oursed me for asking, I came
back from the factory after work and found only the sold body of my ecn,

After the Bevolution I was left a widow with three children who remained,
My husband died in the eivil war in the ranks of the Eed Army near Orel., The
Soviet Fower helped me raise my children. HNow we all live together, I, my
three dkighters of whom two are married, their husbands and five grand-children,
You wouldn't believe how well we live, how merry and joyous, The grand-children,
everyone of them, are strong and healthy, fresh and fit as little cucumbers.
My soul rejoices Just to lock at them,

Until the Bevolution I never pald any attention to my health. 1T Wt.
I'11 get sick and die——all the better——but now with the slightest trouble, I rush
right off %o the olinic. I want to live like anything. .

And all of this, my bappy old age and the happy childhood of my grand-children
these traitors want to take away,--these beasts of the anti-Soviet Trotsky center.
But they don't get away with i1t! Our Covermment, our Stalin are surrounded by a
:‘tﬁm‘ wall of Party and non-Party Bolshevike which no one will ever be able to

- :




=2=

I am anwoman, I am A mother, I sm & grandmother, tmt my hand Ionil.dn't
tremble for & second if they gave me the task of executing the merciless sen-
tence which miet be impoeed upon all of the”by the Supreme Court, |

| (Eigned) Maris Michialovna Vasilieva
: Worker of the fastory,
"Red Triangle"

Delegate to the Extraordinary
Session 17th All-Bussian Con-
gress of Soviets.
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, The Wite FHovse
Swume S0NL : Mmﬂﬁm

: Lenver, Colo., Feb.?4,1937
LG, W 13 ROOSTVTLT.
1 bes you look into Heynolds leutrellty Bill now under consiideretion
which sm infmme‘d conteins provislon illegeliwing even coellection fund
for Spanish people. If such provision passes nrensre sec me  snd thousends
loyel Americens jeiled for flﬂﬂl‘ﬂltly‘,Enﬂrp‘_‘ﬂtiﬂﬁlly rasisting Infemous
law which violstes both lfmericen 1iberties snd-all humeniterisn decency.

tnne loulse Dtrong.

&655em




Miee Annan Loulse Strong
Hotel Wolecott :
New York, N. ¥.

Replylnpg your wire addrest gommunication Mrs. M. T. Schelder

20 East Eleventh Street Y

-

Mollie Somerville




TELEGRAM

The White House
| ﬂnﬂ;i:ngtnn

ilew York, N. Y., May 12, 1937

Biv., Hi., 9=

Secretary to Mrs. Franklin L. Roosevelt.
Light I know Mrs. Hoosevelt's address llew York ‘/ire via lostel
Telegraph Collect.

fnne louise Strong lHotel “oleott,

-




Moy 18, 1937

My dear Mra. Strong:

I talked to my husband acd he said
ha would apank to Cary Grayson. Ho agrees
with you that something should be done. How-
evar, ths difficulty is thut Franso will not
glve any guarantes and, therefore, there is
no seeurity that anything will be developed -
for any one. The othar side, of course, will
glve it. Franoo does not need food becauss
he i8 in the country diatriete and, therefore,
knows that the ohances are prester if ho keeps
food away from the other side.

I have underatocd that the work which
hed been done under the International Red Oross
had soms oriticism levelsd at it. I do not be=-
lieve there was any eriticlism shout our Red Cross.
Howsver, my husband said he thought you should
come down and see Cary Oreyson as soon as he has
talkad to him. I will let you know when I think
that advisablas,

Very sincerely yours,

Mra. Anna Louiss Strong
Hotel Wolcott

4 West 3lst Street

NYC

A:388




Ew YORK

i N.Y.

/,”,z"f May 20, 1937

Brs. Franklin U. Roosevelt
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

While you have been locking into the possibil-
ity of the Red Cross, 1 liave been canvasding other pos-
sibilities. T found that meany of the persons whom |
met were very doubtful about the possibility of the
Red Cross doing anything and felt that we should not
wait for them. dSome of them, in fact--and this in-
cludes not only left-wing people but some rather prom-
inent social workers--were even critical of the meth-
pds which the Red Cross lias cccasionally used. One
person stated that tiie Hed Cross has already been giv-
ing a small amount of money for Spanish relief and
claims to nave spent it in about equal proportions on
both sides of the battle front, but that no record ex-
ists in Loyalist territory of any ailocations made by
the Red Cross, and that their activities there consisted
chiefly in using their funds and prestige to demand and
finance the evacuation of adult political opponents of
the Spanish Government.

1 do not myself know the truth of these state-
ments but they are sufficiently common so that whatever
organization undertakes relief in Spain will have to
safeguard itself, not only by past reputation, but by
a clear statement of what it means by "impartiality"
end just how its funds are being used.

I hope very much that you will succeed in get-
ting the Hed Uroes to take the initiative in forming a
sational Committee. 1 am merely mentioning the above
comments to show you that the Hed Cross alone will not
convince everybody and that representatives of all
kinds of groups now wurking for spain should be in-
cluded in any National Committee,

In the meantime I have tried to formulate the
principles which, it seems to me, might ensure an im-
partiel distribution. I agree with the Friends' Ser-
vice in' thinking that impartial does not mean an
arithmetical division of funds between the two sides,

but an 1nvnstigntiqn of need by cutside observers




EW YORK
N Y.

May 20, 1937

Mre. Franklin D. Roosevelt, #2

and an allocetion of funds where they can be used s
tc meet the need. In any case, we are goirg ashead

at the National Conference of Social Work and shall

try to start something there.

\ Mr. Roy Hoyard is getting in touch with

Newton D. EBaker; brother, Tracy Strong, is well
acquainted with Chables P, Taft and will communicate
with him,

The Soclety of Friends is energetically tak-
ing part in trying to form the Joint Committee ond I
think we shall be able to form some kind of organi-
zation which will be ready either to go ahead alone
or to be absorbed in anything wider which the Red
Cross may start,

I am enclosing a copy of & letter whnich will
prebably go out Wednesday evening unless it is modi-
__Tied by something I hear from you, M : -3

Very truly yours,

VAR NN

Hotel Wolcott.
4 West 3lst Street
Hew York City




Proposed letter to the one hundred signers of the Guernica protest.

May 20, 1937

Together with one hundred other leading Americans,
you recently joined in"protesting the bombing of Guernica.
Because of the wide response to this protest and the lim-
ited field yet reached by existing agencies for Spanish
relief, it is proposed to form a "Joint Comnittee for Span-
igh Children®, and to institute m'drive for a million dollar
fund to save children's lives in Spain, irrespective of
politics or battle-lines,

The plan proposed is as follows:

(1) An executive committee of distinguished lead-
ers of American social work, to which all existing American
. agencies doing relief of children in'any part of Spain are
invited to send official representatives.

(2) Imnediate drive for funds through strong and
widely representative local committees. It is expected to
bring over for a lecture tcur the Duchess of Athol, Chair-
man of the Joint Committee for Spanish Relief in England,
who has recently visited Spain.

. (3) Investigation of needs to proceed simultaneous=-
1y with the faising of funds through:

The American Friends' Service, already represented
in Spein on both sides of the battle-line:
The World's Committee of the Y.M,C.A., which plans
to send investigators:
Investigators chosen at the National Conference of
Social Work, Indianapolis, by the Social
Workers' Committee on Spain;
Repregﬁztfzi;:acnf g:{ other agency affiliated with .
ommittee, o
oF T cammitteef direct representatives

(4) As repidly as funds are raised

gntion proceeds, help will be given to nhildgzg :: :ﬁ; ;:::,:;
tgain in accordance with need and irrespective of the side of

e battle-front, provided the local government authorities
:&mi:vfgf representatives of the Committee for purposes of
PTG Tororaariia the conaisiang.whion serh slyiny Fomponei-

s whic ;

i.e. transport, accounting, impartiality in :eizitfggpgzgi:i:ﬁt-




You will wish, we think, to become = charter '
member of this committee and to take part in forming
its program,

Formation of the Comaittee and the final formu-
lation of program will take place Wednesday afterncon,
May 26th, during the Nationsl Conference of Social Work,
indianapolis. If you are unable to _be present, please
send your acceptance of membership, your ideas as to
Chairman, members of executive committee, etc., dnd &
statement of what you can do in Your community,

Very truly Yyours,

¥roposed signers: (Those checked # have
agreed already).

Hew ton D. Baker
Charles r. Taft
Samuel Untermeyer
Charles Fenwick
Roy Howard i
— Major-General William s, Haskell
Frank ¥, walsh
#Rev. Dr. Rufus m. Jones (American Friends:
Service)
#Bishop rrancis u. McConnell (korth American

Uommi ttee)

#Lillian D, Wald

#Tracy strong (World vomnittee, 1.0,C.A.)
arold H. Lund (Social Workers Committee)
ean Manning i : .

Edith Abbott, (President sational Conference).

(Y




June 1, 1937

mrs, Frfinklin D. Roosevelt U(-)

| White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Mr, Davis! gecretary in Rew York tells me
that he has not received any letter from you regard-
ing the Spanish children so I judge tne letter went
to his Washington office. He is goiny down to Wash-
ington this afterncon and will be there for several
days. ¥r. Pickett is also going to be in Washington
ori Thursday and will make n special effort to see
both him and ¥r. Grayson.

Mr. Wardwell was approached in a preliminary
way--perhaps unfortunately, by Mr. Walter Pettit, a
personal friend of hias. He said that doctor's or-
ders Yorbid him to take on any extra work at present.
I do not regard this as necessarily a final refusal
if Br. Norman Davis approaches him and points out the
importance to him, If, however, he should find ac=-
ceptance impossible for reasons of health, would
¥r. Norman Devis himself be able to ascume the Cheir-
manship?

= In any case, Mr. Pickett will be telephoning
you on Thursday. If you can only helpy us get the
right person to head this organization, tnen I am
sure the vhole matter will go ahead. 1 run into
wide lriterest everywhere. 1In fact the intereat is
g0 great that there is danger of the movement start-
ing in sRe-half dozen places at once with consider-
able resulting confusion, unless we can ra{idly set
the right Chairman who can launch it with the nropey
backing.

L tt q Very trﬁly yours,

oy B O |

el ,J’P
/{ll Hotel Wolcott
de# 4 West 31lst Street

Yew York City




June 1, 1937

Dear Dr. Stromg:

T anpreclate your kindness in
writing as yourdid in your let'er of May
29, and T wlll glve your letter to the
Pres'dant.

With muny thanks nnd all good
wighas, T aa

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Anna Louise Strong
Hotel Wolcott

T,
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May 29, (

A chance sight of Dorothy Thompson's column on my
Way to Hew York reminds me that persons who disagree with the
President do not hesitate to say so rather vociferously, while
those who agree often take his tremendously fine acts for
granted without teiling him =o.

W

Dear Mrs. Ronsevelt,

I therefore want to tell you hew during the past few
months 1 havs been ever more and more impressed by the tremen-
dous historic significance of what the President is doing.

The climax came when 1 read that wages and hours bill, I
thought: "I= it really moing to be possible for America to

make these deep, necessaryftransitions without the terrible coat
in blood whieh Europe is paying,---simply step by step through
the intelligent daring of a Chief ZIxecutive"?

Two y=ars ago when 1 first met you 1 wrote you & con-
trary oninion., The words 1 hava forgotten, but thev implied
that the President would come to-an impasse and would not be
able to go further, and that America also would repeat the
blondy clase E‘t,rulg'.grlﬂs of Aurope. You replied: "We are more
optimistic".....dell, now, I retract my words...There will of
courss be struggle--there is bloody strugele sven today in parts
of Amarica. But these thinges are relative; thevy may be worsened
by stupidity in high places, or greatly lessened by intelligance
As long as ws hove good-will combined with bruins and organiza-
tion, as we have today at the head of our government, there is
no "impasse".

1 do not over-estimate what any one person can do. My
talk with Cary Grayson showed me poignaritly how a man of good
will, even in a high place, may be limited by hangovers of old
urganizatiqn, by other departments, by the men through whom or

.with whom he must work....Such dtfficultias, 1 masrume, hamper
&ven thy Prercident...Yet in epite of thess difficugtiea I am
beginning to believe---and I am not a person who believes such t
thing= easily,---that you and he will go doen in American hisé
tory as a twin force which, more than any other persons, helped
America, through those difficult transitions which all nations
‘are muking in our generation--with a minimum of pain.By a most
am_Azing combination of intelligence with daring, of good-will
with shrewd knowledge of personalities and organization.

This letter is marely to express that aporeciation which,
most of the time, one fo-g:ts to express...l shall let you knuw
later the recults of your word to Norman Davis, and shall keep
you in touch---till 1 sail June 9 on the fJues=n Mary---with the

Progress nf the work, ‘iuuru,&‘. Ff Jn [




May 20, 1937 h][f’

gt

ra. Franklin D. Roosevelt
White Mouse
" Wasnington, D, C,

Dear lirs, HRoosevelt:

I should be very glad, of course, to
see Lir. Grayson but 1 think it should not be
1 slone., There should alsoc be a prominent
representative from the Seciety of rriends
and sonmeone from the Indianapolis Uonference
of Social Work. A movement is definitely un-
der way to form an American "Joint Committee
for Spanish Children"., I enclose a prelimin-
ary copy of a letter which probably in & some-
what modified form will go out soon to one hun-
dred leading people. You will see by the list
of signers that we have secured the leading peo-
ple in the field, at least, of social work,

1 shall be in indianapolis all next
week at the Conference of Social Work. There
is to be » mess meeting on Spain on Wednesday
afternoon. Many of the persons whom we hope to
interest will also be there, among them charles
¥, Taft, who has been sujsiested by several per-
Sons as a possible wational Chairman of such a
drive. 1f we could get kr. Taft and Governor
Murphy in leading positions--as prominent Catho-
lic Democrat and a prominent Protestant Repub-
lican, and join with them the Society of Friends
as & chief distributing agent, we could certain- 5
ly claim to be non-partisan, We hoge at least -
that a preliminary orgenizing committee will
cet uner way in Indienapolis.

 If you will note the fourth paregraph
of the enclosed letter, you will see that our
conceptiocn of non-partisanship differs rather
Noticeably from that which ¥r, Grayson seems




May 20, 1937
Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt, #2

to have expressed to you. Ae Clarence Fick-
ett has said to me, our non-partissnship is
not "arithrietical™ and does not in the least
imply that money should be divided with rigid
eynality between two contestents, This, it
seems to me, is really taking pert in a war

by hiolding the sceles between belligerents.

I agree with the Quakers that we should rather
ignore the.war, go where the need exists end
where we are allowed to come in ‘to relieve that
need.

0f aoourse there ie need in Franco's

territory, bitter need, if only among the tens
of ‘thouseonds of families whose bresd-winners -
he has slain. If he is unwilling to admit neu-
tral observers of his actions, we can't help
that. But to let his refusal of relief dic-

- tate the policy of the United States in terri-
tory outside his control is just too ruch., It

—1is letting an unrecognized belligerent dictate

our poliecy teward a recopnirzed pgovernment., It ¢

is sayiny that because Franco is uninterested
in healing the suffering in his own district,
we rust let children starve vhere they can be
reached. S
I

If Kr. Greyson is able to receive us,
I would suggest that on our way back from In-
dianepolis, perhajns on Saturday, the 29th, or
Mondey, the Zlst, it mipht be possible for a
delegation of interested persons to visit him,
If you can srrange such an appointment and let
me know, nt the Hotel claypuu€1in Indianapolis

(vreferably by Wednesday morning but if this
is impossible, enytime) I should be very glad
to arrange for representatives of various
groups to go to Washington to see him,




Bay 20,1937
Ffa. Franklin D. Roosevelt, #3

Whether or not this is done I think it
would be advisaple for the Red Cross to pgive
oul some clear publlicity-as to its activities.
There are all sorts of rumors around, The lat-
eat stetement that I heard was that the sctivi-
ties by the Red Cross, rs stated by themselves,
had "consisted only in essisting Americans in
Spain®. I haven't the faintest idea of what
they nre doing snd vhen T am asked, I have no
enswer to pive. !

I am planning to sail on the Aguitania
June Znd end hope that I .can go to Syein for two
weeks! time to report on the condition of chil-
dren ond the facilities for taking; care of then
either for the Sveial Workers' Committee on Spain
whiech already exists under the Chairmanship of
"iss Wald, or for some wider committee vhich may
be organized., I understand that it is rather
- i - S A __difficult to get permission from the State De-
partiment for this, Perhaps my interview with—— - SR S—
¥r. Grayson might help in that directicn, in
witich case 1 should be doubly glad to see him, .

rd

Very truly yours,

Eng,




Bay 20, 1927

Governgr of Michigan
Laneing, Pichigan

Dear /Covernor Murphy:

In common with other Americans you have been affect=
ed with a rising sense cf horror over the mereileas slaugh-
ter of non-combatants today in Spain. Put no news dispatohes
tell the full story of human suffering, Every day cabled
appenls for thousands of homeless children reach our office;
of echildren fleeing before the rain of death~dealing bombe
and seeking where they may find shelter and food. It is es=-
timated that over two hundred thousend children are either
homeless refugees or in homes pubjeoted to daily bombing.
All existing agencies for relief in Spain are utterly inade-
quate to meet this need.

It 18 therefore proposed to form an Ameriean “JOINT
UORMITTER FOR SPAMISH CH Lﬁﬁn- and to inetitute a drive for
8 million dollar fund to save anildren's lives in Bpain, ir-
respeotive of politice or battle~lines. The plan proposed
comprises:

; (1) An Bxecutive Commit dist
of American 1ife whish vould estaliish cooparkiive 'celstists

with existing crganizations earrying on relief for Spanish
childran. ]

(2) Imuedimte drive for funds’thro strong and
widely represgntative looal cormmittees. It is expected to
bring over for a lecture tour the Duchess of Atholl, Chair-
man of the Joint Committes for Spanish Relief in England,
who has recently vieited Spain,

| (3) Simultanecusly with the raising of funds, in-
vestigation of needs to proceed through!

The American Friends' Service, already represented
in Spain on both sides of the battle=line;

Oonsultants chosen by the Sooial Workers' Committes
on Spain;

Representatives of any other agenay affiliated with
the American Joint Oommittee, or direet repre=
sentatives of the Joint Commi ttee,




May 20, 1937
Hon. Frank Murphy, #2 T

(4) As rapidly as funds are rmised and as the in-
vestigaticn proceeds, help will be given to children in any
pert of Spain in meourdance with need and irrespective of
the side of the battle-front, provided the locoal government
authorities edmit the representatives of the Oommittee for
urposea of uugerruion and medical inspection, and mecept

oint responeibility for oreating the conditions which make
relief poseible, i.e., transport, agoounting, impartiality
in selesoting recipients. -

Formation of the Committee and the preliminary form-
ulation of its prigram will begin Wednesday afternoon,
Bay 26th, during the Kational Conference of 3occial Work,
Indienapolis. If you are unable to be present, please send
your acceptence ¢f membership, your idesa mes to Chalrman,
members cf Faecutive Committee, otc., and a statement of
what you ean do in your conminity, to my New York office.

The following persons have joined me in sending
th;l call:

Rufus M, Jones, Chalirman Amsrican
Friende' Service
Dean Ii, Taft Manning, Bryn Hawr l.'!ullul.
John R, Mott
Felix ). Warburg
Hiian p peid
. -]
Homer Folke. =

Very truly yours,

Bishop Francis J. MoOonnell










June 1, 1937

My dear Dr. Strongs
Urs. Roosevelt has checked on
the enclosed list the names of neople
whom she knows. They would Y very good.
:'J’u!;y sincerely yours,

Malvina T. Scheider
Secretary to
Mra, Roosevelt

Dr. dpna Loulse Btrong
Hotel Wolcott

Hew

N.Y.
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¥rs. Frenklin D. Roosevelt

 Wiite Ycuse

Weshington, D. C,
Dear Vry. Roovsevelt:

Mr. Pickett saw kormen Davis yesterday in
Wasaington. ¥r. Davis is willing to try to secure
¥y, Toardwell wlien he returns to MNew York but this
will take another week,

Ferntime, the ides of v JOIET COMI'TTTER FOR
STANT3! CUILOREN heg Leen arousing so much interest
ond so meny questions regerding the relation of ex-
isting orgenizrtions to this coning orgenization,
thnt lrst evening, Miss Trene Tewisohn invited =
dozen people Trom different orgonizetions to meet
in her apartient to learn wiet had been soing on.
Those prescnt were hiss Von Fleeck, chairman of the
steerin;, committee pppointed ot Indienspolis to gan-
vass tie yuaestion; Harold Lund, cheairman of th& Bbeial
Workers Cormaittee en Spain; Williem Dodd, Jr., secre-
tary of the Anerican Guardians for Basgue Children;

and Yiss Sondergard,” head of the Theatre Cormittee on
Spall, end otiliers, ey e

All of us had found thet the idea needs only
to be .iontionzd to arouse sympathetic response.
M"iss Sonderpord had already heard from people in
Hollyvoed who wanted to raise money for children in
Spain. EMr, Dodd snid thst tie Duchess of Atholl had
been ready tc sail June 9th for a two weeks' tour in
the United States but had sbendoned the idea since
no sufficiently brcad committee now exists to arrange
for her tour. We learned that there is already, be-
sides the Zociel Torkers Committee, a Theatre Cormit-
tee, a Writers Committee, a Psychologists Committee,
and a group of four Summer Camps near*Mew York which
have chiallen_ed each other to raise money for 3pan-
igh children from their swamer guests.

Since .ercons like yourself, Cary Grayson and
Horunn Dovis nre moving towerds securing the right
‘persons for the larger citizens' committee, we did
not wish to teke any premnture action. We felt thet
the building up of this broader committee mipht take
sorie time s no worth-while chairman will agree with-
out some conalderation., An attempt to rush the wider




June 4, 1937
Fre. Franklin D, Roosevelt -

crganization mizht even have bed results. However,
it wes felt that there should be some center to
vitieh the growing interest mipht communicate its
ideas ond plens and receive information from others
who zre interested. MNone of the existing organize-
tions are yuite gualified tv dv this ea each of* them
has sone partisl approsch or limited field. ;

It wra therefore decided that any interested

| proups like tlie Friends Service, the Theatre Commit-

| - tee, the American Guardisns, ete., would be asked to
appoint representatives (similar to the small steer-

| ing committee appointed at Indisnapolis by the Social

. Workers, which consists of Miss Van Fleeck, Walter
Pettit and Horry Greenstein), and that all such

| groups should form a loose and informal "Joint Con-

| ference .for Spanish Children®, meeting once = week

' to pool information snd heving an office at 120 East

| : aend-Street, HRoom 600. There is no chairman for this

| Conference but Fr. Lund will sct as correlating sec-

retary.

s = = - The-—group—will help promote the securing of b — -8
important people in all walks of life for the larger
JOINT COITIITTEE, Meantime it will answer gquestions
about the eristing channels for Spanish relief, All
of them repgard the Friends Service es the key organi-
zation, both for preliminary investipation and perhaps
for eventusl supervision of distribution in Spein.

L. When the larger committee is set up, this Conference
will either go out of existence or will sct under the
other more important committee in rallying various
professional groups bLehind the whole movement; ;

leantime a Philadelphia committee pot under
way yesterday and sugpested Mr., and Mrs., Samuel Fels
for the national organization. Mrs. Keyes, whom 1 >
met at your lunclieon, sugnested Dorothy Canfield
Fiacher snd ~lso Mrs, Meloney as possible members of
the Netional fommittee. ;

e shall =11 of us hope to advise with you
either direetly or through Mr. Pickett, regerding

R -




vune 4, 1927

.

Ers, Franklin D, Hoosevelt -l

any important steps thst are teken in trying to
build the larger JOTI" COMVITIER.

- legpe 1 may be hearing from ¥ou regarding
the possibLility of YOur helping us secure some of
the persons you checlked,

Very truly yours,

Hotel Wolcott

4 Yest 2lst Street iy D s WP

New York City

F S Mrs lieloney has =gre-d to Fo on the committee, Her desire
that I should keep on actively working for it wae so definite
that 1 am considering rostponing my trip to Spain until the
committee is actually set up and has an oftice working, ...My
resson fo- leaving at this time had been that I felt I myself
WAE =0 obviously a "left-wing" parson that as soon as any
other group could be got to go ahead, I should drop out of
the picture, lest I narrow the appeal of the Joint Committee
itself,..I felt that orranization had now reached a point =mhm:
"where it ean go ahead and that perhaps my best use would be
writing stuff from Spain, and keeping out of the actual

work of organizing...Mrs, Heloney thought otherwise: she want.
ed me working to help get the thing going..If you have any
reaction on this matter I shall take your judgment. :

I should like the answer soon as my ticket is scheduled for
Wednesday.

W,




Junas Li, 1937

Dear Dr. Strongs
Hany thanks for your let'er of MJ/\
T will be gl:d to hear fros you and will lat
you kmow what hapens bere.
Oood luek te you.
Yery sincerely yours,

L

Dr. 4una Louise Strong
Hotel Wolcott
—NYC : =

-~

e
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materinl fer the Committee--both for Mr, Pickett,
" the "Survey" mapgazine and Mrs, Heloney's "This

\“U ¥eek". ZEveryone here is now ewaiting the arrival

w of r. Davie and the indicationg are that things
will o ahead very well =5 soon as he arrives. I -
imogine thet within o few weeks, definite informa-
tion about Spanigh children ‘will be needed ond T
hold myself in readiness <o return when raked for.

.'-r\“ |K X
Chin Gaaar Krs. Rousevelt: :
[ o ¥
y K'qfﬁ:i I am eniling tomorrew for Spain to gather .
Ay

You will probably hear from Williaw E. Dodd,
Jr., who is at present counected with the "American
Guardians®--the _roup which hrs been trying to
brin, over Basque children. I, Jlizve had a talk with
him end he egrees with me that*fthe Aduinistrationg
hog doubts sbout transporting children snd—feetm
it vould be best for sll of ug to work together on
2 big drive for funds to be spent in Spcin and
Frence. !Me 4c now in the’proccss of trying to win
over his cumuittee which should _ive us sone very
good people, including Ceroline 0'Day, I think
kir, Dodd himself will be very useful somewhere on

-

b the Executive ataff — 5

If I should find.anything in Spein which I
think will be of interest to you personally, I
shell write to Yrs. Scheider's nddress in New
York,

It hes Veen o very .rest Joy to have become
douewnat rere nequainted with you end I shall hope
to see you when I retarn. If you should feel at
any tise that I owm needed in eénnection witlh the
work of the Committee, you have only to speak to
Mr. Pickett. B R

Very truly yours,

oLz i 5:5;;& j -
Mrs. Frenklin D. Rocsevelt :
White House

Wasiuington, D.C,




__ Weld; and third, the Resolutidn pes

%& June 2, 1937

Ers. Fronklin D, Roowevelt
Thite House

. Washington, D, C. .

Dear ¥ro. Roosevelt:

Thank you ever so smuch for checkin, the
names whon you thoupht useful for the Esecutive
Comaittee, I have furnished the list to I'r. Pick-
ett who will be in Washington Thursdey and who will
probably phone you about the guestion as to who can
best approach these veople. If it ig not too mach
trouble you may yourself be able to help with some

of them. Of course when once ve ¥t the Chairman
this will be simpler.

I have also asked him to discuss with you
whether it mizht not be permissibi.e now to stimu-
late o little publicity in the forw of editoripls
in the Times, Scripps-Nowerd pauers :nd the Post
calling for & nation-wide assistance to Spanish
children. Even though the Committee is not yet
orgenized, there is materisl at hand on vhich such
an editorial can be based,

There is, firet of 8ll, your own comuent
in "My Day® on lay 29th: next, the signing of an
appeal by seven or eight key yeople-including
Hr. John R, Mott, kr, Homer Folks, Dr, Rufus 1. -
Jdones, Yr. Pelix I, Warburg and Misy Lillian D,

TEE
thousand social workers at Indianapolis calling for
a Joint Comnittee for Spanish Children.

I should not went to do anything vrematurely
but it seeis to me that some publicity of this kind
‘would be in order even now. Of course if a Chairan
is secured within a day or two, it would be best to
launch the publicity simulteneously; otherwise thne
publieity might hely us secure a Cuair.en. If T do
not hear from Mr. Fickett that you advise aelay, I
shall consider doin, soumetiing of this kind toward
the end of the week ur the hehinnipu of next.

-

Thank you very much for thie interest you
have continually shown in the Spanish children.
Unless you have some objections, I am going to
see to it that one of the children's homes thus
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Ers. Prenklin D, Roosevelt -E=

founded is named the "Eleanor" Home. I should <;
like to _ive it the vhole ne1e but T feel this =
would be considered a ",oliticel sct",

Very truly yours,

e Tz, Gy

F.3. T am seeing I'rs. 'eloney Friday afternoon

and expect to ask her to be on the Commit-
tee ond to hely us seceure one or two prou-

inent Cathclies. T hope you apgrove of
this, . 53




FPebruary 24, 1938

Lear Wias Strong:

1 showed'your letter to the Presicent
end he says there is nothing, he fieele, timt can
ve cone at the nresent time. The feeling in this
country is decldedly pro-Chinese, but not to the
extent of poing to war with Japan, .id 48 Long =8
we &re a0t at war witn Jupan, there is nctaing to
ba done but to ressin neutral.

The mers fict toot mot hoving invokeu the
neutrality set has been helpful to Cuina-has only
been nosazible becauce of the undeclured wur.

You are & mo2t wonderf:l person in the
way you get to all tue trvmble “moto in the worlo.
Opafrictlally, you con go,0f course, und say whatever
you chooge, wheress those of us who are officizls
nuve not that orivilege.

Very slnéerel, yours,

80
Hiss Anna Louise Strong
508 Garfield Street
Seattle, Weshington
b




, ~ pEn 180090
Hongkong
Feb 6, 19738

LY

Dear krs. Roosevelt,

I have just been spending six weeks in the
interior of China, going as far northwest as the
Eighth Boute Army , as far south as Canton, and saa-
ing much of the Hankow officials, lunching with Dr.

H H Kung, with T V Soong, meeting kadame Chiang kai-
shek, seeing much of lirs bun Yat-sen, who i3 an old
friend of mine and talking with all kinds of folks

in cities, villages and on railrouads.

Incidentally 1 have met many of our own diplo-
matic and consular representatives, and have found them
more helpful than 1 have known them anywhere else in
tha world. 1 don't know whether you know thadt an Ameri-
can military ohserver has heen travelling horth bhansi
with the Eighth houte Army over a district twice the
size of Belgium, crossing the so-called Japanese-held
railroads almost at will into territory allegedly sur-
rounded by the invaders but still governed by, and
paying taxes/ to, the Chinese authorities. Lt wili have
an amazing story to repecrt.

There are things both good and bad to report
about the situation., But perhaps the most surprising
thing 1s this: that from HBarshall Yen LEsi-shan in the
fur northwes# and from the 1sing-tao chiefl of police

in the far northeaci, and yesterday af lunch wiilh the muym:
mayor of Canton, I heard the same thing in almost
idential words: "We musl thank the Japanese for com-
pelling China to organize, to become unified, to tecome
modern, to become ‘patriotic. 1he Japanese invacion

hus unified our country in a way that could not have
happened in twenty years of our own effort. The Jap-
anese airplanes bombing peaceful civilians have made
Chinese peasants patriotic in & wayw.e never knew before.
They turn out by the hundred thousand te builu new
highways, bacausa thay are 'unti-jupanese highways'.

We will come ocut of this war victorious with a modernized
country”.




All of them agres that the struggle will be u very
long one, even if mitigated by periods of relative peace,
Chiang hai-shek swuic in a private talk to his generals:
"America had to fight nine years for freedom; we can fight
nine yeaurs too". They---or perhaps 1 should not say "they",
but "the more far-seeing of the leaders"---are taking this
F very seriously and preparing for a very long pull, For a
time long enocugh to build railroads and roads across the
hinterland of China, to Burma, to Indo-China, to Hussia.

They are rather parturbed that America is so inditferent
for they think they are fighting America's war as well as
their own. Most Americans out here also think so. For if
Japan could dominate China, and give this vast population
of very excellent warriors but with very unwarlike souls,--
give them a Japanese-led psychology and lead them into
battle, then pee would really have toc tremble for the o
future of the white race and of all our ideals of civili-
zation. China organized by herself, does not threaten our
civilization, but rather enriches it; but a China organized
by Japan would pull down the world. They know it, and they
think America ought to know it.

From out here it looks as if America 1s the key to
all possible international assistance to China,.and that
#¢t is America who blocks the help thiat other nations are
ready to give. It looks also as if the President under-
stands very well the situation, and showed in his Chicago
speach the way and will to help, but as if action is hald
back by our iedationists, even by our well-intentioned
B — pacifists, who do not see that world peace--and &ven Am&r- : = F
3 ican peace--can only be collectively secured.

If I am right in this, and if you wish to have more
interest aroused in China, 1 want to put mysef at your dis-
posal in any way 1 can. I raach Vancouver Feb. 26, and pro=-
ceed to Seattle, (address 508 Garfield 5t) where 1 start
my lecture trip. THis 1:-shall be doing anyway, but there
may be things more important than just my usual gafherings.
HSome people out here aid: "You ocught to speak to the Senate;
- it's sometimes done"...l dian't know it was ever done by |
outsfiders; is it?...Is there any way in which I can be |




used by the big Red Cross drive?

If there is anything of this kind that you wish
before I myself reach America, I am writing my lecture
manager, Myldred osmith, Little Bldg, Boston, that anything
you suggest is to be done. She will of course have a whole
series of lecture dates already made, of which 1 at present
know nothing except t hat they begin on the coast and take
me east sometime in March, But either between these lectures
or after kbey are over, my time is available either b
lecture or writing for any of the campaigns that are arousing
America to help China, first place being given to anything
you recomuend,

Yery truly yours,

Mﬁ o‘_ﬂmi—e ‘CW




June 27, 1938

ity dear Miss Stroags

Mre. Roosevelt hae asked me to acimowledge
your letter of June 16 and to tell you that she ims
giving it to the Presidemt.

Yory sincerely yours,

Meinistrative Officer
Boeclal Correspondisnce

HMiss Aana Louise Strong
Hotel Wlcott

New York

R.Y.
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WASHINGTON g ,“

J‘l.ma 2'9, 1955-

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR5. ROCSEVELT

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN




June 15, 1928

Molly Somerville
Acting Secretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt

Dear Miss Somerville:

Please thank ¥rs, Roosevelt for her
message., I notice, both by the press and by your
gsignature, that Mrs,.GCBheider is ill. T hope very
much that she will soon recover.

lirs. Roosevelt might be interested
to know that I wrote about the idea of lar_ e-scale
American investment in China to Julean Arnold, our
commercial attache in China, who is now on vacation
in California. He told me that-Xr, Pierson, yres-
ident of the Export-Import Bank, was deeply interested
in the idea, so0 I wrote also to Mr. Pierson. He
replied that before this "war" began a program had
already been approved for long-term credits to
China, for internal development, but that the “war"
has upset this program,

1 also heard from a friend that
General Motors had apglied for RFC backing for sev-
eral million dollars worth (I think it was thirty
million) of autos, rails, and all kinds of equipment
that they wished to sell to China, The request was
refused, but in a rather tentative manner, with the
implication that American public opinion had not yet
reached the stage to support such obvious assistance
to the Chinese government in its war.

1t seems clear, tien, that the desire
to assiat exists, together with a large amount of =
information regarding the possibilities for develop-
ment and investment., Probably some reorientation of
these possibilities, to center them on the far western
provinces, reached through Indo-Chiina, would be )
necessary. What is mninly needed, however, seems to
be the correct politieal formula which would emphasize
friendly assistance to China's "reconstruction® and | 3
"peaceful industrial development* in such a way as not | |
to arouse pacifist attack., 1 am sure that the Fresident, |
—_— with his genius for phrasing, and Norman Davis, with
oA his interest in large-ucale relief, will be able to
: L?I- find the formula,

Yours very truly,




July &, 1938 ' =

lerr ur., Strougs

I wig interested to <now that y.u b
Leen fuvited Lo write on the subject of fina.cing
Coina's Lnuustrisl develooment, wna T znow tht
¥y1 would write < [ind 'rticle. Ilowever, as far
Lo tue PMncneing of Cilas goes, this Government
hiz no ilegel authority tc do 1t.

Very sineerely yucurs,

Dr. Anna Louise Strong
Hotel Wolcott |
NYC

" " '*\

\.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 5, 1938.

MEMORANDUM FOR
MRS. ROOSEVELT

Will you tell the lady that
80 far as the finaneing of China
goes, the Government has no legal
authority to do 1t?

F. D. R.

Q %‘f ca ‘4"?(; r)l.(/;-."zuf Ze s -"{«"1’114"




"

.
sl
"'{‘-} Yoory ol GGG L_'
AT 5 A I 1 ) TR
% Hutel Taleott

June 1

Derr Mrs. Roosevelt: -

Some time ago your secretary wrote me that
you had shown to your husband the letter which
I sent you reparding large-scale fincheling ol

" China's industricl aevelomzent. -Sue als: neid

that you Lmd been guite lnterciled In Law Lellew,

& sindlar persunel lettor Uy sseell Lo e,
Waldo, lend of MelBlure Bynuleate, hironald ! =
fediste rénaest fer o nrticle, I o el Jisst
yoary suecl pleased rt Lag fhongnt ol Babibug )it
Ttelty-Tor the iden in Liia ner, Wil J E
moved Lo discraticn Ly Lis colielodi.. Yu. s,
wProbablr Skaretor: Tall will Qv H
vesaong wicy 1t erut Le depme, ol T oI U oe
ehle to oot Olatn B ST T p T i g1l e
cuted."

Thile showed e Lt b Tied e 1d - 1, ahd
i 1 5 o T R Y L..._,i.'._. TR T e TSP s T 1 % Jhag g
I dilinet wee oy daie Coedd Lo wasive o Tk Wl
'_r_- PEON Aloh: T s Cuiledd bod Aol ol T el o L1 L L
g aliole L.,!.':IJ.L'C'.. ST L LT e i SR W L Bt (ol ERERE LS
in Culon == L 1

pleo gao oduad A

b nvbtlele sllice @ o cusgult
veek ond ochtaery ofticiala of L

ENd Lig DLLANig L bdwll, T hed W
Licity "at the winh tlae® Ll okt
¥y oun feeling, hnd vecen bt _aolicliy uuu.ad

n opood dden de aluiyu pood, and Vb, slnec the
oandnigtretion lo Jdelind bedy o tdvinee &0 auel
of Aserioan pavlic u_diilon oan cll Joved h.alfsire,
it might oven be o help IT T doald Lol dewn o1
iitila of the 1golnticnloue drocll Ligoe Teotern
nrees Lo wileh Ehig Yeflure Tndieste ces. DOt

T renlize thet T w. Lettor ot Journnllua liien et
polities wnd so Ijdirve delngyed to bodos Luc aatler
over:— I don't siujncse whet goa weall erre to lve
uwe chy uldence 41 tidu sebier Wt i1d ,ue hoald
core toc de¢ =0, I con assure youa it veall e [ole
loved.

G =

.




Pobruary 2, 1939 / ! ,-'.

My dear Mra. Strong:

I talked to the President and
says both monsy end wheat are bedng
to France for the refugeas.

4

I shall bs wost intersated to
what your obssrvations are as you go
t country.

1

o
Vory ainoerely youra,

= : \ . L ] -

Hrs, Anma Louise Strong
Hotel Wolecott

5th Avenus and 3lst Strueet
New York, New York

T:DD
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lem York
P Jenuary 28, 1939

Daar Mrs, Roosevelt,
on thinking over our conversation about Spanish
relief I very definitely agree With you that the wheat so far
donatsd through the Hed Cross, and in part pald for---as to
proceseing--by donatlions of private persons, should go into
Spain itself where the need is greatest, The French, as you
gsaid, won't let people actually starw who have once reach d
France. The donations of private individuals were made for
psople in Spain, and that fact should be respected.
- = But isn't it possible, for those who have actually
.~ reached France, to do somathing of a different tyue altogether.
/ Direct government gift of wheat, of the type we would give to
/ Chile or to any natural calamity.....Not as a gift to Spain, since
that is controversial, but us an assistance to a sister nation
France, who should not have to bear the whole burden,..An im-
f mediate offer to France to bear the "uwheat® part of whatever
| burdsn of qpfugeua she assumss could hardly bas made sood grounds for
| attack; at the same time it would satisfy a large public who want to
| fesl thatw e ars helping. It would also strengthen Krance to go ~
| further than she otherwise would. It would be a natural follow-up
| of what was done about the air-planes, for instance, latting
France feel that she is not left alome in the world, But that

what can bs dons mamcefully in a hum.nitarian way, will be done to
=== ghare & joint burd:n.
\ Thank you for a most intsresting anu helpful conversation.
1 shall ¢ srtainly keep you infomed of anything 1 see that would
\ intsrest you. ..In fact, if in any way whatever I can be of help in
strengthening the New Deal forces between now and 1940, either by

\ adding information or by writing or otherwise, 1 am ready to

give any time or snergy needed...For 1 consider these two years
| in America decisive for the future, not only of america, but of t he
\ world... he Prasident's place in history 1s not only in oune country;
‘. -all countrias affsct each othertoday. Lo country more than Amarica;

perhgs none as much cr,- '
- p f(n?f

' /




Fetruary 20, 1929

-

My danr Mipe Sftrong:

op, Voovuvell und her secretuly ke
ewny end in theiy wboence T leve beern ralwc to
nr!‘mc.h:lndru Lheir mol ',

I grell bring your lettear to Mre.
Roosevelt's etteatinn no soon mru nogalble,

Vory olnceral 5 jouru,

Adminlotrativa Officer
caplal Corrap-o-laice

Wigs Arna To:ilse FETonp — 2
Till Housa
fo, Helsted ft.

Chirapo, I1l. k




|

-

NUTE the Ehastliness of this
Lthing that we have brought
about..lots alsg that 300

French Ueputies, half the
Chember, hayas flgned a manifestg
AG&INItracugnizing Franco,

Uon't lat Us do it; LUN'T,

: A LS




'_-_; Rl cs <2 P’-"'lr"’“"“-’ -
Wt e 0
+ | | War’s End Up to Franco; |
' ' Peace Assuréd if He Drops A
Plan to Kill Off Loyalists|,

"TGAR ANSEL MOW™ " mier Juan -
‘oo 5 L T
s
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; « = February 27, 1939
Dear Mrs Roosevelt, Fre o 9

Impression picked up around the country so far :

There ares great masses of psople--probably millions,
judging by my samples---who are worried about what is happening to
the New Leal. They are for it, sometise passionately, gometimes
passively. But they are not organized fo- it, and they are
being put on the defensive by the wsll orgenized ultucks from the
anti wew psalers. ‘ths latter have the muchine in wost luces; no
hew weal mackine is being 'uilt. You also noticed this at the last
election; you ralsed the question *(Can Democracy dork"?

i1t can, but it won't work by itself. It isn't enough

for the President to give an cccasional s;eech by radic or cven
. an occasional tour. Thasir love and respect fo. him is great, but
that isn't enough to carry the buciness. mikXiza 1hi.y are pul in
reteeat by Lhe very uaggressive uttacks of the cnemy, Millions ares
willing to do their bit for the New'Deal---a vote or a small act---
but they nesd leadmrship. Mot only on a naticnal scale but in the
localities., Thers must be centers, meny of them, to mobilize and
organizet _he people. Utherawise you will lofe tus Lem cratic barty,
and the Republicans will put up gon  preudo-libersal, «nd the oid
genfutonx confusion W 11 reiurn. ]

The Heactionaries are orgunized. sach pereon hzc his part
assigned. Couzhlin does his Jjob and Lies doss hieg anu waliur Lipdann
does his..dhy wran't we orfwni-ed, consciously and with functions
assigned,,.BSome of the thingc 1 mention below are done unyway, but
are they done concciourly anu ac purt of au orgwnizad drive?

kurphy should ' used to expose bafore the people, week
after week, the crookedness of the major enemies, the big caplitalists
.Investigate the Associaled Farmere, & fascist lerrorist orguniza-
tion. etc. e to.

Hofpkins should be used to split the forces of Wall Street
arid big SwAnsssx business by buillcing wyp Jetin American business
in the sptrit of the Lima conference.

Ambassadérs abroad, those who are New Dealers, chould
build up support for the rresident's foreign policy, which is NOT
the foreign policy usually carri.d through by the State Department.

: Qur airplane sales to France probably prevented Musgolini from

! ; etting too obstreperous; that wae fine. But a foresigner told
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me--=] don't know whather i{ is true or not---that Bullitit was the

"main support of Bonnet" in the crisis, because of Bullitt's

anti-Sovist feelings, which are known to be intense. That's very

bad, if true...When we give thin/: 1like planes, we sliould get

something for it. Not mersly strengthen Bonnet and Chamberlain, if
1 We do.

These are just e xamples. All this ien't enough. We need a Hew
Deal *Farley. Say & New Deal Clubj or & Modern D-mocracy Clbb,s,
in washington and all pver the country...Build up radio personcli-
ties that steadily beat Coughlin; the president can't demean himself
by doing this, but somebody should..Build up columnists or cultivate
und win over columnists. Have as wany centerspf prapagdhda af all
varistiss as the HAeactionaries have. .

item One. A friend told me: "The New Leal saved my father's
neck, But he dossn't know it, It was never s xplained to him, so he
hates the New Ueal.He's a fish man on the Coast; the New Deal bought
at cost price his surplus herring. But all he sees is that "if
Roosevelt hadn't interfered with private business, he might have
eold that herring catch at profit, instead of at cost.’...Why isn't
tiile explained to him? Ly continuous propaganda of al. kinds."

Item Twosr— At Vassar College I Tound a newly organized Congerva-
tise Club. They get their prozram from thestatef Republican rarty,
but they call themselves "Consarvative Club™ because they “hope to
gat also a good many gamucrattf...Wull, why aren't we starting New
Deal Clubs. If Farley objscts that all this should be done by the
Democratic Party, tell him that "we hope to gel a good muny of the
Republicans won over in this manner". but the main job of such clube
Bhould be to insure that the Uemocratic pParty itself goes New Ueal
sasily with a bang at the next convention. Not just as a rusult of
coetly political trades.

Item three...®If Wall Street gets into power at the next slectiog
they'll never permit another eslection™, sald a friend. That has
stuck in my mind, It may be true. If we get reaction now, 1t won't
be just the usual rythmn of democratic government. The people will
only vote for reaction if they are confused by the "machine® and by
having no "machine® of their own. Then when they get hoovervilles,
they'll react by wanting-a bigger, better New Deal...Can you see wall
Strset latting them vote it in againf Under the conditions of
world war that will be prevailingl I can't,

’ ; S0 that's -.riuus.ﬂum.thina has to be dons about it, for if Amerh
ica fails, the world goes down Lo Llwlil9s.. You are tne people to do
it, more than unyone anywhere,

¥ ey TN




Maroh 20, 1933

My dear Mra. Strong:

I was vory much interosted in
the conclusions which you have arrived at
during your trip. They sound very sensible

* to me, and I have given your letter to the
gnllmt to read.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Anna Louise Strong

efo Mra, Charles Niederhauser
Creek Drive

Menlo Park

Pnlif,
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‘ Tha rest of my trip has clarified and emphasi
l; tha conclusions already sent you, namuslys
F 1) Rzactionaries by wvarious  ressurss nnd by their utter
*ELFI‘ arrojance, have succesded in puttin_, the lew Deal forcea on tha
defensive. Manr people actually fesl apolo_etic about su. ort-
in, the President, which is amazing, since a majority sup,.ort
e him, ¥

: 2) Numberluss ,ersons are driftin, under this _ressurs
into a position first of doubt and then of wague o, position.Tet
most of these same persons, given a little encourn,ement, are
Jlad to snap back into enthusiamstic s .ort,

3) They need leadership of all kinds: the President on -
the radio, other New Dealers buidt u, as radio a.eskers, local
politienl organization etc, ete, We still have a majority, but
it is unor_anized, snd in that condition it won': be a majority
for ever.

"

4) It is a big mistake to try to “a,.penme the a_gressor"
by ziving political jobs to reactionary dﬁmu:raﬂ%s, at least in
the West. Thay merel. smhotn_s the New Denl and mmko ,Lweople wonder
if there is really any difference from thes_ 0ld Denl..The state of
Washington, where fhriin dfonlrols the Te islatura, and gives a
worse deal to lmhor than the Rapublicans in Orejon (the jover.or ,
not the initiativ.) 4w H13hs}rtunin ¢80, 1e here and eausin, = baskwxiz
back-slide from nll clitinw}actinn.

5) Thas Mew Denl muat go forward n,grussively or it will
slide bnck, If 4t slides back, it will bu cutnstro hic, Some .e0.le '
already discount this and think it would by wuell to let the re- |
nctionarine burn their fin_ers for four years, This defeatism is : |
in my opinion suieidaljy if Whll reat gots control a.ain, under the
present world war conditions, thay will never let the ,noylﬂ an=
press themselves again., Alrunﬂy talk of disfranchising .opla on
ralisf is wides read. We would move strai_ht into fnSfiun;

I enclose a memorandum pre,ared for me by an ener_etic
Hev Denlur in Mynnesota, who expresses tie Farmer Labor Party view, --
I mysel! mr thinkin, of starin, akkile in thio country to do a book
on what the New Deml has dono for the West ...I have su,.ested to
Mr. Boetti er a sories ol artic'es on that theme, but I am not-
surg whether his ndvertisers will stand for m{ name on it...A
* gorins on How the Weat me Changad in the Teenly Years of my Absence,




Y, u may be int.resied to know that the Seattls Councilman whth
whom I dined last evenin,, Hu_h Delacy, nared ona of . nis infant
twins nfter you, You and ¥r Hoosevelt are entlius asticully
loved by the pecp.le who are i Ltin_ for pro,.uss,

You, s,

e ézaum,:L |
gars brs Chates llisderhauser

Creek Drive
wonlo Park, Calif.

Vo)

P S I remamti.r now that it was Lpuis oromfield who told me
that Bullitt is "too much on the side of bonnet"..Fwns pesple
fear a entlemen's couy d'etat inte fascism, with Lossibly

Bonnet lendin, it, and Chomburlain hel.in_. Who th:n _ets our
planes?t
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VINKE~OTA SITUAT ION
1) Propagandn Daluxe

There is not a sin_le public chan,ion ot t . ilaw Coal in
Myrnesota, The presa, with insi_nificant exce.tions, is nostile,
Worale is collapsing. :

(Re ular newe brovdeests ora lueds? B e R
Inside doge, humuruua. aceur-te, hul d A nutiun-
wide fan nudience.)

2) New Deal Sabotage

Theyl heads of the various Federal n_encies are eitner luke-
wirm, hostils, or activelr pletting a_ninst the New DJeal, Suspect
Farler plot, situation widis reaé in Lidwest, Active llew Dealers
actunlly starved out,

(Attempt to buy off opposition fatal mistake. Replace
with active Vew Doal missionarios, )|

3) Belly Issuss

The Pregident held the ranks with be’ly and pocket-book
issuas, bagnn to lose them with abstrnectiona about the Sdpreme
Coirt and Reorganization.

{ Buile public support on issuus yan,le Fiali. The
rest will follow,)

4) Rebellion at Stasnation
L]
People nrc tired of the same-today-and-tomorrow-forever
aspact of W!g ete, In Hovember they wexpressed docided jreference
for tha chance of advancement on a job 1o continued stagnation,

fWe go on or wo o back, We have already sstablished the
concepts of
Ho g o8 511 starvo, =
rianize.
Und-rcnnuu mption due 1o lack of purchasin, .ower
Vext would seam to be some aspect of the conce.t Coo_srption

4

4 R Sassaman
i Tl River Hoad
. linneagolis Minn,




April 13, 1939

Dear Mra. Strong:

I cams back with the same fealing
about California thet you evidently have.
Unfortunately, the lLaFollstte Committee has
rot been given money to finish its investiga-
tion, ard without holding final hearings it
cannot document the proof it has in such a
way as to avoid prossocution. Therefore, your
sugrestion canrot be carried out although we
all know it is vitally important. The only
reason the Dies Committee got ite monay 18
thet thay Bad so much publicity the Congressmsn
heard from their constituente about withholding
money fras them,

. I hope you will stay in this country
as I think you will probably got a preat deal
that is worthwhile.

Very sincerely yours,

Mras, Anne Louise Strong
664 Creek Drive X
Menlo Park, Calif,

T:DD




yaar ﬁ%s Boettiger, |
This note is really for your mother; rsad it yoursclf

if you like, A.L.S5. Ledt Wwishe: for you ana the babyl

664 Cresk Drive
i iy i oo & kenlo rark,Calif.
kSt April 5, 1939

-

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt, ; -

The MNew Deal is going to be smashed across
country before the next election unless the AcsoclatediFaruers
in California are thorotighly exposed...By "exposed" I m -
public marings by the lLafollette Committee, followed by jcrim-
inal prosecutions by the Lepartment of Justice.. Hothing/ less
mill serve but something spectacular enough to force 1 way
into the press snd radio in a state where nine-tenths of the
rural nemwspapers do not dare even print the findings of ¥amxms«
government comuiitteesg.s as a feneral rule.

Peocple have bsen jailed hersz for clirculating naas
about the dugner act. 1 enclose one of the circulars; it is
nsubversive literature" in rural California for which men
are beaten up and jailed. This was last year; Clson is trying
to give the people some of their American rights azain. So
is the Federal Farm Security Administration; théir camps are
a ray of light---a little bit of Americs 1n the blackest fasclam
I have ever s esn.

‘But they can't do it alone. The Ulson administratiou
ie oing to Ye sabotaged and smashed out of existence unlezs
the fedaral government helps them with the bigzest guns of
publicity available,..lembers of the LaFollette Commnittes have
gaid that they have.evidence of crifnal tie-ups involving ths
biggest business organizations of the State, and the whole
Merriam administration in conspiracies which resulted in many
cold-blooded murders. They have said it ic much blgger than
llar_dan, Kentucky... :

#hen the Presioent was out here, all the migratory
labor camps were burned off the landscape where he was to
pess; nesspaper menw ers threutened with 60 dayes in jail if
thay diJn't get out of the way with their information, John
Stedinbeck---who has just is sued with Harcourt EBrace a tremendous
novel "Grapes of Wrath" which I .beg of you to read---was in-
vited to drive around with the Fresident one day and show Him
things; this wae cancelled as soon as Latintyre found out that
tha rraai#ant wus polng to see certain unsavory facts. Steln-
beck told me: "That's all I know; I don't know whether Macintyre
is sabotagingt he President, or somebody is sabota.ing’ Maclntyra".

An official of the F.H.A. plannin. to start a farm




- labor camp in Ipperial valley, was informed by the sheriff

down theres: "If you come hers, we have a nice rape cass
waiting for you, with victim and witnessas all ready®. This

'thine goes on openly, yet it is mever 4llowed to reach the

general public. The Associated Farmers even convinces the
small farmers that the“Hew peal is responsible for some of
their own decreas. : ;

The Associated Farmers is spreading rapidly into other
states, as far east as liinnasota. Unless it is exposed, it will —
have a comgplete fascist control of the uestern ctates by the
next election, For it is ro.ting memberships now among
bonafide farmers, whod are either terrorized or ignorant
of what it is all about. s

People hers don't think that a Lepartment of Justice
prosecution will be gnough unlese it is preceded by aggressive
public hearings, forcing the news into the open. That will
smash the thing: more or less at least. It will at least give
a fighting chanee to democracy.

I shall be around here for snother wesk or §0. Then 1 must ,
make up my mind whether to stay longer in America or go back
to Moscow., 1 am inclined to stay here, if I can gel any cutlet
forfthe things I want to dig up..1 #ant to do articles and then
a book on America flediscoversd. dhat the New peal has offered
to the pesople---a chance to preserve their american democracy.
How they must fight to preserve and e xtend it. Or elsel

If you think at any time of any way to use me in this,
1et me know. Utherwise I'll keep on gatting o few facts and try-
ing to make use of them, yntil my literary agent tells me to
go bhack to lLOscow,

Yours, i %7
P & Thank you for your letter and for cloiing my last one to tha
rresident., This Stato, howsver, reallys 2ous Lo me a great

emergency; it will be either the spuurhaad of kisw Deul
victory in 1940, or the center of New Deal collapssz.




Men have been jailed for having this "subversi¢
siven leaflet in their possession. It wmas issued

?g.r;h'i a‘bnr-ATTENTlON!

nrs tham=

*v*MIGRATORY FARMERS AND FARM
- WORKERS!

Section 7 of the Maticnal Laber Act Reads as follows:

"Employees—workers—shall have the right to self organization,
to form, jein, or asist labor organfzations, to bargain collectively
through representatives of their own choosing, and to angage in
concerted activities for the purpose of collective bargaining or
other mutual aid or protection.”

In plein language, you have the right to join any labar union
you desire, and to bargain with your bows for better hours, better
wagas and living conditions.

If you are & stranger in the State, you must protect yourself,
and at the same time make & better living possible for your family
and the many thousands of farm workers, by refusing to accept
wages below the standard in effect in the community in which you
find temporary employment. As a stranger, you may ke taken ad-
vantage of and offered low wages by labor contractors and others.
In desperation and in the face of hunger you may be tempted to
work for & pittance. Once you do so you will find it almast impos-
sible to get a living wage on the farms of this State. RAISE your

®  standard of living. Mever LOWER it. If you must live in a farm laber
camp, DEMAND that it be clean and sanitary. The LAW will back
you up.

As an American Citizen you have equal rights with those who
live in houses in the towns and eities. Your fant ar your trailer is your
home. Freely discuss your living and working conditions with your
fellow workers, and bargain callectively with your employer in effarts
to better those conditions. The Law guarantees you that right.

Be A good citizan. OBEY the [aW. USE the law to help you to
be a healthy and happy cititanc—an AMERICAN citizen!
Educaticnal Bullatin Mo, 3 ; +D. F. 68 4

-2 "D.F" means

"functional democracy", turned backy

ard. A gpont
sous*secret*organization, it




June 9, 133

Dear Dr. Strong:

Many thanks for your letter of June 1,
which T re.d with griat interest. Cn your
travels during the summer be sure to sce the
farmera wio Lave obtalued electricity turcugh
the TV.A. Tt 1s &n Intereatdng etory.

hitn a1l good wizhes, I ux .

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Anna Loulase Strong
664 Lreek Drive . o

enlo fark &
Calif, = 1

.




f August 19, 13939 .
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My dear Mrs. Strong:

¥ Thank you so much for your letter.
Tt 1s most helpful und I will show it to the
President. -

I would like very much tc meet your
‘husbend end see the Soviet Puvilion. However,
|mather than have dinner there with yoa, I would
wuch prefer that you dims elsevhers with mel

Very sincercly yours,

iy
’ |
i Mrs. Anna Louise Strohg i
¢/o Henrietta Herz =t
119 East 39th Street A
NYC . oD
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A few additional notss, My hucband is comin, over from koscow
te be at the Soviet Pavilion, I hope I may have the chance to pre-
pent-him to you, Incidentally, have you seen the pavilion; it is
really worth while, Would you consider havin, dinner thers as
pur guests some time towards the end of the month. Or would that
be bad policy?l

i A

i\
Dear Mrs Roosevelt i : L
ol O ~.

Word from Hﬁnqapolin‘indicztu that xthe all is not
lost..It depends on the last act, the FEI-Grand Jury , which may oither
sava everything or mar it !.rr-triuﬁ'w.bly. I have given details to

Mr, Carmody, so you nead do nothin, about it.,Briefly one hopes that
the investigation will exonerate the "legitimate" labor yroups,

AFL, CID and Workers Allisnce, and fix Murphy's charge of rucketesring
firmly on the Dunne brothers %1‘6; way to discredit them with labor,

4o rehabilitate "honest or.ani 1labor" in thz syes of the farmers,
and thus restore the prograssive alliance...There is enodigh proof

to do thisy the Lafollette Committes has most of it..Thsy have, it
gesms, even murderad with impunity. Business mem of 5t Paul paid them a
wpansos’ of $100,000 for keeping out of their city. etc, etc,.Thers

ts, of courze, danger that the wholo haaring will bs handled just the
peedgdwit, PothtEecButhe' vibaveing fud dbwajisphibdipacteetisnd,whon the -
wrong way, for the Dunnes have alweys had protection when they

nesded it, eith.r from the liguor ring or the tepublican machine, but
Carmody should be able to take this up proporlyy and benjamin of the
Workers' Allimnca has told it all to Hynier,

I've thoujht much about "jt',‘-m't gtrile againet tha
goverpment”, It needs clarification before the Presddent's trip,
To me it was a rother awkward way of stafing an obvious truth,
that the government's relief policy cannot be determined by ita
veneficiaries, But I think 1) you gan strike against particular §ute -
dopartments of the administration, as has beer done many times without
oriminal intent or charges, 2) You can protest against Acts of
Congress, by a demonstration to show the extant of popular feeling.
But 3) to call a strike and to refuse work to others as prassure to
change the laws of Congress is revolutionary ,ressure designed to
affsct laws otherwhoe than by popular vote, and is justified only if the
mchinery of democracy has broken down.... This formila vationalizes it
to ma in a wa’ which I can explain to trade unieniste..But I'm not
at all gure it i3 the President's idea... I do know that his statement
has confused organi-ed labor considerably,

Give my regards to Miss Thompson,

L s e 9%

P8 I am across river in upper. New York not very far from you, but
shall be joing back to ths oity Monday. Meantime mail is ru:-lr:.rd-d
from Henristta Herz, 119 East 39th MNew York City




. mugust 14, 1939 V'
Dear Mras Roosevelt, S
So mny ideas result from my stirmlatin; visit with sou that I
fear you will lack jatience to read them all. So first let me say how splen-
didly the Prusident's press talks and nsssage to the Youn, Demcerats put the

Tories on the defensive and snatched from recent dofeats, if not victory,
at least commanding heights for the next battle.

Next, let me add that my cross-country trip convinces me that
two thirds of the people are behind the President, at lesst to the extent of
wanting him rather than any one else they know. But hs hee no erganization, -
The organization is Farley's, which is not the same thing. Compact Repuhlicans
foce eplit Damcrnt_é'n. not organized for the New Deal, That is the fatal
weaknass which might throw tho peopls into reaction, How shall it be met?

1) Third Term Boom, Bt is nmatural and correct that you--and he--
ghrink from a third term campaizn., But it would be suicidal for him to dis-
courage the third term boom t111 the finel minute--if then,This popular
boom is the force that can give the Democratic Convention into his hands,
enable him to take possession of the organization end name his own successor,

Personally I hope that he will be hisz own successory nothing elsa
will satisfy the people so well, A farm mother of eleven mesar TVA bursts out
spontanecusly to me: "Do you think he will run againg I hope he will", Far-
mars, workers, hitch-hikers acrces country spoke pimilarly. Burke's mention of
tha third term idea on ths Loa Angeles radio got more phone calls and lettars
than anything elese he ever said,The Mirneapolis WPA strikers cheersd the third
term more than anything else at their first meeting; (Later they didn't, but
that's another story). I need not tell you how widespread the demand is, It is
no reflaction on democracy--rather the reverse---that peoyle should wish to
kesy the serviems of a man of integrity with such unigue politieal intuition,
BUT 4f you want to avoid a third term, the only way you can do it without
catastrophe 13 to let the third term boom jot so strong that it gives the
President mbsolute control of the Convention, to nams a swcedssor for whom
he can campaipgn as for himself,

2) "Middle of the Road" nmmmm_uuzszﬁmmr Pepper's
tactic was bad when ha attacked "middle-of-the-roadera”, The President's was

excellent when he spoke of 'radicals in a friendly way which dissociated himself
from them, and of "liberals" as including the great mrjority and himself,

This brings behind him both radiecals and midd e-of-the-readers, which is the
conlition we need, Reactionary tactics is to link the President with extremists
and show Carner as champion of mormaley. It must be bejten by showing the
Prasident as champloning the American tradition --1ifg} liberty, pursuit of
happiness for all classes--againet a brutal reaction which threstens starva-
tion and eivil war to the people for the sake of their own dictatorship of

industry.

' The President's position in thie respect would be eirengthened if
there were a strong, growing organization to the left of him, eriticiein; him
for not goin; far enough, I spoke to you about the need of "an attack on the
MNew Deal by ite friende,” Vast numbers of people are dissatisfied by its
inadequacies snd the corruptness of its sdministration in the states. They seek,

i in 1938 iving them a wglece which
:ﬂﬂ;&ﬂ' :ﬂ“fidr'ﬁ;“&; E:ﬁ:%t:ﬂ: ;:ch: direction of reactionary fascism,
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But their natural voice should be a New Deal orpunization to the left of Hoocse-
velt, attacking sabotage and corruption, demanding that the New Denl move faster,
faster...Gettin; the benefit which comes with the technigue of attack, but
stopping short of a split with the President.

Nucleus for such organization exists in peorle like Schwellenbacly, Gyyer,
organizations liks the Washington Commonwealth Federation ete. They will not be
strong sncugh to contrel the Convention; hence their.chief funetion should be net
merely to "get behind the President", but to huild up demands more radical than
his, and threaten or_anizational split to the point where they scare the conser-
vatives into accepting Roosevelt's more "moderate demands", This is their
honest attitude, which they stifle premasturely in.the interests of unity and the
fear of disloyalty, It should be intimated to them that when the; hail the
President as complete expression of their dreams they fored him inte the ,osition
sither of leader-on-the-left, ‘or else make him keep his middle-of-the-road position
by going further right, both courses that are catastrophic,

The President is exactly where he ought to bae for the bulk of the American
people in this year of our Lord 1940, He curtuinly doas not go as far as I would
1ike to, and poseibly not guitc as far as you would like., But he goes as far
1eft as the American people would stand forjy and they couldn't stand anything
further right without economic disaster, as will be seen when the public spending
stops. The President needn't go to the left and he needn't go to the right. He
must dig in whers he is, and fight,...But friends of his should bs given encourage-
ment to build strang organizaticnal pressure from the left, which he can then
reconcile with the middle-of-the-roaders,

-H-H-\-“-H' b
3) Explaining ths Nuw1ﬁiwi. More people mre for Roosevelt than for the New

Deal, This is the reason for the third term boom, and Negrin to the contrary, the
fact must be used nmnd not tthrown away, People trust Roocsevelt as a human being,
but they don't quite know what this dam New Deal is, Its friends never explained
it fully; its foes mis-explain it, and corrupt it,

Thus miners in Butte tell me that Anaconda cut their weskly wages just
bafore the last election "because of the Wages and Hours Bill", A Butte mother
of thres children sess them hungry becnuse her husband was thrown off his JPA
job by a Farley-Wheeler appointee for having too energetically campaigned for
Roosevelt's New Deal, exemplified by O'Connell, Ten farmd temants in Freeborn
County, Minn, are given farms averaging $9000 each and fesl sternally grateful to
the board of Republican donors! A Sowth Dakota farmer tells mes "Bobody but
Republicans can got on WPA in South Dakota". Same goes for Minnescta"Wfter
Stassen, In Flint, Michigan, Vice-President Mott of General Motors ccllects (via
the Mott Foundation) all the credit for adult education and recreation done by
100 WPA teachars, Etc.ete, ete,.Everybody makes capital on the New Deal except the
New Dealers; if they do, it is "playing polities",.Moreover, to many people, Hew
Deal means merely WPA handoutsg “Yhe Tagne: Act, the corn loane, the bank insurance
are taken ms discomnnected Acts of CGod umrelated to any program, and still more
unrelated to mny meed of their votes for its continuance.

Publicity both colossa)l and intimto is needed. Intimate in every county,
coloseal on a national seale, Cet the Motion Pieture Nemocratic Committes to
makosoveral films for you, donating the talents One film is not enougb. There are
great epics in this country beginning with the 1932--33 chaos, Hoovervilles ete, _ ..
Show the new national parks unrollgyfing in beauty, the new national wealth in
super-highways, schools, ete, etc America ie the only country which had the
daring to use idle labor for increasing the national wealth, Show one fourth the
orchards saved in Santa Clara ?,111 «slorth tht‘ rescued from siarvation...
the face of the land replanned for human need.
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And don't forget that not only more abundant life has been piven, but
more abundant liberty as well..Of which roactionardes pratel Show Harlan and
Imperial VYalley gzetting their first taste of human rightg; show auto-workers
wives whose husbands "come home at last like human bheinge, no longor
terrorized by the foreman and the speed-up¥, . But it mustn't be just soft S0Ap
listing of benefits; it must arouse people to strupgsle, "The Hew Deal
isn't a hand-put; it's a fighting chance¥,

4) What Next? I don't myael{ know what the New Denl is, Nor doas nanyone
alee I know, It must be defined and given a philosophy., The time is now, on the
President's trip west, Thias iz the tims to show what he has been driving
toward, and what hs intends to do next....Ths [.eservation of American demo-
cracy azainst the economic dictatorship threatened by the royalists...He must
prediet the result of Congruss' recent actions, the plet to throw ths country
into economic erisis, He must alsc outline his own emergency program to muet this
aconomic crisis, if and when it comes this winter....Next steps of the New Deal,

What next stepst I don't think a Zreater WPA will do it, for under cur
present economic system, jpublic works are not allowed to supply the real needs
of t he peopls...housing, clothing, food, better standa. s of 1ife, Nor dc I
think your idea of public ownership of utilities is the mext thin, to fight
for; this merely increnses enemies without increacin, jobs,...Incrassing
jobs on n wolesale secale is the thing most neededy the only t.uin, that will
ANSWar,

The landing program introduced at the last minute in Con,ress bezins, I
think, the best approach to the problem, The key to the economic problem is
large scale capital investment. If that key is left in the hands of private
monoroly capital, it will be used to destroy democracy The key must be in the
hands of demoeracy...even though the corporations may be semi-private, The virtue
of the lendinz bhill was that it approached this problem; its defect was that it
approached it too late and was hopelessly ressed up by amendments,.. It should
be completely revamped.,.perhaps some form of corporation similar to HFC, lending
to any productive business which gZovernmant decides is in line with public need,
Net to the banks, but direct to industries which hire and fire men....0r,
instead of lending, a government juarantee of a minimum 2 1/2 percent ,rofit on
largs scale things like really cheap housing, and other things that pocple
nedd,.es."peaking of housing, the joint sabotage of the comtractors and the
labor unions must be broken by guarantesing an increased gnnual wage to labor,
but longer annual working dgys and therefore cheaper building coets...

Thare are a lot of tain_s like this,.lhe President has his own
esconomists, The point is to get Jobs to people, through existing channels, by
government guarantes, Not necessarily by .overnmsnt purchase or even lending,
but by a Juarantee which gives no excues for the plea of 1nck of confidence"....
And whatever the program devised by tho President, he should carry it to the
country, together with a simple explanation of what the New Deal has been, is,
and may be , Then whe country will make Comgrcsa pass it in January,
there w-11 be a dramtic emergence from the collapse caused by the fast Con-
gress, and we can ;o forward to the Conventicn and electionm,

Yours, with regards,

L &5
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August 25, 1939
Dear Mrs. Roosavelt,

The more 1 think -of it, the mwore . am con-
vingad that Lr. 1\-.-1...531;,’¢nd kr. Bullitt have simply fallen
for British propaganda, and that it is sens.lus. to
order Amerk ans home. Hehind the terrific st orm of
war scare from lLondon and Paris, 1 note that Berlin is
guiet, "going on week-end picnics without thought of war:, -
«na that Polandrspx reports no inereasad tension, while
other points in Hastern Europe repor' -"tension less™.

My guess is that Hitler is moving not towards war
but towards an Eastern Huropean Non-Aggression koct,
leauing toards an East Turopm.an Customs Union, independent
of Lotwou Liiwnce, based on German industrial ability
and Aussian food... That Stalin, whose aim is to breuk
the united f-ont of world-finance-fasciem, feound that
the attempt to get Britieh and irench democrucy to
control Chambarlain wee Tulling, ana choss dicilead to

apsukl to the tool,afiworiu-~x hitler, offsiing L.m, i
place of war, wi hast Hurope econuniealls i dependsnt of
London ia which dormaen ca,l*ul might hav: [ull =, panslcn.

1 tiuink this is whatl the Lerswan ubinet ks bozn

debuting 24 hours. i convinuoins cuselon ol ¢ son
albtivitrop roturtiod. s snfsd Wewl &t Gull lowa 'y et under-
minlng ol, awed fdoolopy, Lo e oopwin NS e ausd.asill
dermany, Colluvud T -on feal-iovenoenle, aug iAmcitlors |
grafually codecuilug ber staliv=ratlil .« ard ween har

nternul poowune...I expact the possibility 1) of an

East Huropsan Non-Aggression Fact; 2) a Customs Union not
relying on London; 3)a gradual return of Czecho-Slovakia to
autonomy and indepéndence within such a custome union...
BUT 4t means the twilight of London finance .aplital, which
is why they have gone insune.

As for America, w.e have everything to gain from the
soviet-lazd pact which hus defnitely humstrun. Jspen, just {
a8 Chamberlain was gelting redy an sastem Lunich,

Yours,

[ g SRR |

£3 But'why dm.s our state Uipartma:nt alwava play
Chumberlain'c gamet

T -
T ey o Ao
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T S W August 24, 1939

Diear Mrs Roosevelt,

Not knowing whethar you are at Hyde Park or in Wasaington,
I gend t'ds to beth nddresses, because I want to give you a view of
the Soviet-Nazi pact quite ocpposed to meat of the views pouring
into tha White House, I may be crazy but I'm betting, that Hitler's
next speech will be coneiliamtory, --that the pact has saved peawe
in Europe for the time being without sacrificing Foland.

Why do I think this? I etart, as rmost poople don't, with
the balisf that Stalin wants peace in Eurcops and acts for it
intellizantly in economic terms, In his mind 1 think the situation
shapad 1ike thisy; and that he wasn't far wrong

1)Hitler's Fggraasiunn have always bien based on the
tacking, and sometimes on the pushing;, of somo sections of -~
London finance cppital, whoeveyedurzge him partly for profit and
p;rtly as bulwnrk against Bolshavism,. ¥

2) The real danger to Polaond was not a Cerman attack s, ainst
British 2} armed help, but another British sellout like kunith,
Veantime Chamberlain satisficd the British people and kept Moscow
quiet by long fntentionally fruitless parleys, preparatery to blaming
the new Lunich on koscow,

3) S0 Moscow acted., The present ,act removes at once all
desires from.all ssctions of London finance capital to back Hitler
in Poland. It unifies Britain completely to protect kapsddwxxxxxxxxx
Poland and therewith inau‘rnn that Hitlor won't nttack.

Why did Fitler sign s pact that hamstirings his aggression?
Ky guess is that no governmont in Europe wants to do ite own
fighting, and Hitler feared he might be forced into war and mde
the goat. Moieover he has Jost faith in Japan as ally, and ie hav-
ing trouble digesting the Czechs,..Hiz reml desire is not wo much
for territory as for a continuous succession of “"triuephs" which
he can give the Germans instead of food,The Soviet pact Zives him
such a triumph; he can now take up the role of defendsr of peacs,
who has freed Germans from fear of éncirclement. Thie temporarily
strengthens him with the Germanpecple, though at the cost of
fatally undermining Nazi ideology, based on being a bulwark s ainst
the Bolshaviks,

Anyway,that's why I think the Sovidts acted, And also to
mke plain tc the world the vast difference being Chaxzberlain's
offer of "military alliance" and their own "mutual defence a_ainst
aggression”, which is a sort of limited L.igue of Nations, ojen to
all comers, the more the merrirer,,and not inconsistent with the
Soviet-Nazi pact,

I liked your Hobby@Lobby program--quiet a relief from
present day politiese,...Joel arrives Sunday; I'1l write you next
waek again, If you want a privete view of the Pavilion before it ocpens
some morning, I am sure it can be arranged,
Yours,

G o Sy




Augnst 28, 1939

L]
Dear Dr. Strong!

I fhrwarded gour letter to the Proaldent so thut
he eould get your point of view.

I cannot, however, sey that I rgree with you. I
haye always felt that, in theory, Comsunism:was closor to
Democracy than Nazism. In epite of the realization t. ot
Stalin was a dictotor anl thot Rusela wus going thro wh
somewhat of the swme type of thing thit all revolutions
seex to have to go through, still ono !ad the hope t.-t
in the future the theory of Communism would make a world
in wiich Democrecy and Oofmuniss might live together.

This treaty does mt sces to me to be in the
interest of peace. It eimply suys to Hitlar, “.e will
not attack you, B0 you ure sure of having one leaa snem
46 need your mchipery snd you nsed cur raw muterials,
and we are quite willing, for our muturl bemefit, to Ir
a trade -greement with you. A8 fur os we ard concernad
you oan go sgead and take possession of wny of the othe
sountries thut you choose withow our help.”

' Englepd end Frunce will be in a mugh more
diffioult position. Of course, it seems ,uite poseibl
that there cay be in addition % this some Bsecret
sgreenmt by wiich Ruscie will take her shoro of My
partioular country sha 1s interested in comtrolling.
I will agree »ith you thut it may tend to keep peace
for the present, bucume it makds it somewhat Aiffic
for cnyone to stand up agsinst Germany. lut where do
Germany's attitude overy find o chock and wlll we ac
the Nazie now}, . . 4 {

w b i
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Somo of the stutunents mnode in the last fow doya
by various mecbera of the Coamsunist perty in this
country seaen rathor odd and I canmot suy thet tide
whole strangs performence gives me much hopu for
peaco in the future. :

I am willing to coneede that England his always
been a salfish mtion in ler attitule toward other
nations in ber forseign policy, but st nutiona are
sslfish and, on tho whole, we all enjoyed a considerable
amount of freedom while England was mistress of tha
aeas, I wonder if Germany vould give us the sane
dmount, She strikes me as bein: just ag selfish and
somawhat leas supple. ;

Let ua hope you nre right, 'owever, and I em
glad you feel a8 you d. Otuerwise you misht be
focling very unhappy about Russia.

Very uninralr yours,

Dr. Anna Louise Strong = ' —
Yonticello, N.Y.




P 8 I liked your Hobby-Lobby program...A relief from ths political
form of the world today! L

August 24, 1939
Dear Mre. Roosevelt, : : 5

Mot knowing whether you are in Hyde Park or Washington,
I send this letter to both addresses, becuuse I want to convey to
you a view of the Soviet-Nazd pact quite cpposed to most of the
- views probably pouring inte the White House, I may be crazy, but
I think this paet may have savad pence for tha time in Hurope and
without the sacrifice of Poland, I think there's a chance that
Hitler's next speech will be conciliatery.

Why do I think this? I start, as most people don't,
with the belief that Stalin wants peaace in Europe and acts for it
intelligently 4n sconomic terms, In his mind, 1 think the situa-
tion shaped like this; and perhaps he wisn't far Wrongs

1) Hitler's a,gressions in Europe have always been basad
on the backing, and sometimes on the pushing, of soms sections of
Londen finance capital, who erncourage--him partly for profit and
partly as bulwark agsinst the Bolehevikse,

2) The real danger to Foland was not a German attack
against Britieh armed defonse, but ancther British sellout like
Uunich..Meantime, to satisfy the British people, Chambarlain was
keeping Moscow quiet by long mnd intentionally fruitless parleys,
preparatory to blaming the new Munich on Koscow,

3) So Moscow acted, The present pact removes at once
all desire of all sections of London finance capital to back Hitler,
unifies Britain completely to protect Poland and therewith insures
that Hitler won't attack,

Why then did Hitler sign a pact that hamstrung his
aggression? My guess is that no governmant in Europe wants to do
its own fighting, and Hitler feared he might be forced into war and
made the goat, Moreover hs has lost faith in Japan as ally, and is
having trouble digesting the Czeche,.,.Hls real desire is not for
territory per se, but for a continucus serious of "triumphs" which he
can give the Germans instead of food, He gete such a triumph through
the Soviet Pact, and can new claim that, freed from fear of encirclement,
he will take up a role as defending pemce,,...This tomorarily
strengthens him with the German pecple, as bringer of Wecurity", the
at the cost of fatally undermining Nazi ideology, based on being
a tulwark against Bolsheviks,

Anyway I think that's why the Soviets mcted, And alse to
make olear.to the world that Chambarlain's talk of "military alliance”
had nothing in common with¥ the Soviets' talk of "mutusl defanass
against aggression", which is a sort of limitad Leaguo of Nations, open
to all comers, the more the merrier,..and not inconsistent with ths
Soviet-Nazi pact, -

Joel arrives Sunday, I'1l write again aftor he comes, If

you want a private view of the Pavilion, nefore it opens some morning,
I am sure it can be arranged,

T G L Sy

¥
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Septesber 5, 1939

'G'lurl:!-.utmu:

Mrs, Foosevelt Teceived your letter of
August 30 and your wire of dept ember 2. She asks
me to tell you thet she will hope to aee the Soviet
Puvilion ut the Fair on Friday, but at the moment
she 1o very uncertain of her plans,

If you will sead a note to her at 20 Zast
1lth Strest, giviog your telephone number, she will
cnll you if she has any free time.

Very sincerely yours,

Secrstary to
hirs. Roosevelt

0 ﬁ B m-ﬂ

4 Weat 28
A Hew York, N.TX.

)
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TELEGRAM |
- @he White House
Mushington

FR lew Yoxk !IY Sent-2 1539 v
Krs., Franklin D. Roosevelt

The \hite House

3t111 hooin; for peace, imt no longer exnectiny it. Vhat reusrins
now 1s helpn president keen Ameries out of insanely useless war,
Soue dey the chance will coume agaln Tor hilm to wnke pesce wmave
but what will the world be then

Anna Loulse Strong.
550amd
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August 39, 1939

Doar lrs, Roosevelt,

It continues tec look mere and more like peace,
doasn't it7 And if Eurecje aveids war this tlme, as T think
she will, it may he peance for quite a lon, time, Some-thir,,
. I am nol sure what, has cracked in Germany..The letier Hitler
sent Daladier secms in an utterly different vein from unytlhing
he ever wrote before,, I think that, whan this di fficult roment
ig past, we may sea changes both in Z.reiny and Lastern iurojge,
woving tow:rds relief of tensienm.,..At loast I hope so, T ehall
send vou tomorrow a copy of a news story I have just donc for
K srniicate .

Joel is here since Sunday, We are staying at Hotel
Latham, 4 West 28th, st least till after Labor Day, after which
we may possibly move to Flushing., Let me know what you want to do
about visiting the Soviet Pavilion, Any time whatever that suits
you will be all right, The building is open to the _cmeral
public from ten till ten; it is most crowded on Saturdays and
Sundays, I do not know whether you would want to see the crowds, or
to have a private vicw soms morning hefore it opens, what you
want dono about allowin_, or not allowing, people td know that you
afe coming., Whatever vou choose, and wh¥ver you choose, Jjust
tell ma F

Very truly yours,

"I R

ttotel Latham
4 West 28
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Sept 6, 1732

Dear Lrs, Roosevelt,

I an at Hotel lathnm, 4 Tast 88th , telefhnné ff“-'
Caladonin 5 8370, rcom 941, I expect to be in my room
Thura&;y night and all of Friday mornin,,

I liked your pleca about the Athenia, Among tha
atrocious thinze ccourring, it -is indeed of first importanca
to sus_end judgment until ,roofl comas lni my frisancds are
divided about hmlf aéﬂ hnlf as to ideas as to who did it, und
whf? :

Yours,
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o Franklin D Han-aau‘l.'t

: -

or Miszs Malvina C Thompson |

20 East 11th 5t

New York City
f




Sept. 17, 1939

Annis Lo~
Dear Nrs. Btrong:

1 do still want to see both your husband and
the PFavilion, and I may be able to do it the
end of the month,

1l read your story for the Federated Press
with interest, Of course, I still ds not
agree with you in many of the things you say.
For instance, I do not think there 13 a
shadow of an emcuse for thinking that Oreat
Britlan would sink her own ahlp on the way
to Canada, i

In view of what has Just happened, 4+ think

one has to acoept the fact that Bussiu 1le

under a dletator who is actlng as all the

other dlotators in the world act, Deladler

may be a dlotator but the Freneh huve never -

besn good at staying under u dictator ao 1 v
doubt if his hold is as strong,

1 agree with you that the people of the world
must contrd4l thelr governuents, but I wink
Chamberlain, even with hie efrforts of appeaae-
ment whioh were futile, stands befors the
world a better flgure than either Hitler or
Btalin at the present moment,

Very sinocerely youra, L P
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LINES NOT “YET DRAMN IN EURCPEAN WAR
By ANMA LOUISE STRONG
Federated Press

As war's horrors spread over E?ép:, the world's tws greatest pations=—the
U5, and the U.5.8.R.=-are doing ir utmost to stay cut. They appesar to wish
to stay out for much the same reasomny o save the lives and welfare of their

e own citigens, to be able to promote peact when this beoemes possible, and to be
ready to bind up the wounds of the world.

The future hope of the world lien in thrsr two great ecuntries. Both keow
that Lf war spreads 1% may not be possible to remain alocf. Both  know alao
that thr issues of this war are not yet drewn in & clear form.

The olearest ploture of the forocs pregeding the war comes from the short
speeoh of Molotow, prescnting to the suprome sovict the analysis of the Soviect-
Gcrman non-aggression pact. The S-year atbtempt of the Soviet Union to form a
peace front atrong coough to restroin the aggresser pations had, in Boviet
oplnien, falled.

Poland'n recfusal of Sovict armed aselstanor was the final fact making it eloar
that the war was being dircotcd toward Soviet borders. Seclng this, the Sovicte
stepped cut of the battle, as far snd s long as they oould .

The war, in its presest form, 4o laupched by governments all of whom are gullty.
on the one side is Hitler Masiem, the most naked aggrresion in Europr, - On the
other sldr in not the descormoirs, but the Deladicr dictatorship, the Chamberleln

= * ohipmnery, and the Polish state, bullt on m suppression of minor oaticpalities
only scoond to Bitler's, and with hacds still red from the Fape of the Ceesha.

It ia not olear yrt whether Britain and Pranse otend to prevent the dis-
mesberpent of Poland or whether they will merely smash Oermany, which ls guite
& different dhing, It i mot elear whether the Athenis siniing wes & Nazd im-
sunity or & British provooation, "ever has tiers been s rory confuded war in which
anytiing 1e possible,
As neutral obscrvers we must dlstingulsh three posaibilities in Britals's
\ sendust of the war, The Chasberlain group may wish to earry on & minimm astlon
| on the western froot until Poland ie' swallowed by Hitler and ancther Munich pact
o ean be negobisted. Sroond facter La the Churchill group, which wants to fight
_Eitler An order to extend Britlsh imperialism, not to smash fascim. Finally
there is the British labor group=-not yrt in the government--which might make
this & real war for demcornoy sgalnst fasclem. -

Similarly in G there 4s more than coc group in this battle., The bltter-
end Hael group for world conquest has nt lrant trmporarily surrendered to the
SBovict-Ogrean pact, which rensuneed dresss of the Uloraine, There s another
group which would 1ike merely to conquer Poland and sue for prace with Britain.

& There are also Ocrmans from the old republic, who want Dansig and the sorrider
broause of thelr Oerman populations, but who might be glad to glve beok the
Crroh republis and to get rid of Hitler.

Nelther side, unfortumately, can yrt be trusted to be conqueror. Bub oo
clther side new foroes of the oommon prople mAY ESCrECs *

The job of peace-lovera at present la o keep out of this war and prevent 1t
from apre to cbeerve and walt watohfully in thr hopr that sggreesors and
oppressors on both sldes be overthrown from within, Chasberlain cannct ‘
lead an anti-fasclst struggle, bubt the British people might. Hitler cannct save 3
.the Ocrmans froe Versailles, but the German working oless may do so. :

Watoh then whether Britain resally aids the Pole, or juercly holds the wrstern
_front preparatery €: a bargain with Hitler. Wetoh alse when Eltler offers poasc
terma, whether they -ve terma of Nasl aggressi poor 4f Jtated by antl-Nasi pree- 3 |
= surt from the Germar "y 5 -
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ote1 L-Dhax,

4 East 26th
Sept, 9, 1939

Dear Lirs Rocsevelt,
S0 sorry you could not at this iime woer Joel and
sea the savilion, Perhnps wher you come back from the west ?

You may be interested in By story in Federated Pruss

I snclose a SOIYay

Yaurs,

I




Hotel Lethan
Z 4 Lnst 28 HYC
September 5

Dear lrs Roosevelt, “,
(]
I completely sgree with the chief premise of your letter, tnat
Commnism is eloser to Demoeracy than to YNagziism, and that this will
ereata o futures in which Democracy and Communism can live together....
5talin, incidentally, nlso agreses. His words: "Socialism and Democracy are
invincible" awyk engraved on the Soviet Pavilion. He means them; they all ds.

I do not think that tho Soviets felt themselves to be walking
out on the "deamocracies" when thay ai_ned that Nom-Aggression Pact, (Tha
snelosed speach by Molotov presents their view-point offiecially; I have
underlined places thatseem to mc im.ortant,) I #iink they felt, much
as does America, that th.y had tried long and hard to form a combination
of forces that might preserve the peace, and had nol b.en sble, ind that,
instead of a real "peace front"which might prevent war, Chamberlein was
intentionally invei,lin, them into a war in which they would hive to
do the chief fighting, not for dermocracy, but more and moce for s Daladier-
dictatorship which hetrayed Spain, s Chamberlain-chicancry that sold out
Europe, and a semi-fascist Poland built on su,pressed minorities, with hands
gtill red from the rape of the Czechse,..50,, they welked out, not hecause
they loved the Nazis better, but because they didn't think ths fi bt worth
the rost,.

I ab glad that both the USSR ané ths USA are stayin, out --sx as
long as they can--from this battle, in which all Sovernments concerned are
very guilty, and all gecples concerned are much to ba pitied and helped...
1 think the two countries stay out for much the same roasonss the lives
and walfars of their own citizens, ant to extend thu sphere of peace in
t+he world, Also to bo able, as the President said, to bind up the world's
wounds afterwards,.

Anyway, I note that my husband, -sup,osedly a rejular Bolshevik=-=
goss wild with delighted excitement over the Presicent's speeches, and
declares that "Just two countries, America and the Soviet Unienm, are tue hope
of the rorld",...He told me tonight that the stock market boom in human
misery made him sick at heart with this degradation of America, but that when
the President moved tonight (we heard a radio stetemeni) to stop profit-
sering and selling of securities of belliperents, he thoushts "There's a
man! A really great man! Here's a real world leader of our times, one of
the few men able to mxk handle the events of teday"..It is the firet time
I ever heard him enthusiastic over anythin_ outside socinliem and the USSR,.

ol eIt reminded me that not lon_ sinca I heard Earl Browder state that the
aetions of President Hoosevelt had caused a fundacental revision of the be-
1iefs of the Communists; it hnd made them for the first time concede that f
raal gains could be mde for the working-clasd under a "bourjecis-democratic-
covirnrent®, and that, if the.real derocracy of the New Teal could be estab-
lished, it should be possible to proceed from this, step by step, without
violent overturn, to socialism,.)

: ! 1f present world svents have not destroyed your willingness to
mest Joel, or to see the Soviet Pavilion, or both, we shoild be hag.ay at
any time, Yours,
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Thiz paraphict is the full text of the speech of F. M. Molo-
tov, Chairman of the Council of People’s Commimars, amd
Prople’s Commussar for Foreign Afairs of the Union of
Fousiel Sograling R-Ir.-u'nluj_, before the Augiit gr, 1939, mesting

of the fousth apecial seision of the Supreme Soviet of the
UsiR.

L

PURLISICED BY
WORKERS LIBLARY FUBLISHERS, INC.
P 0. BOK 148, STATION D, NEW YORK, M. ¥.
-

PRINTED [N THE Caa,

The Meaning of the
Sorvieli-lserman
Non-Aggression

Pact

By V. M. MOLOTOV

=M R ADES: s the third semson ol the Supreme Son it
{_, the internatienal situation has shown no change for the
better. (O the contrary, it has become even maore tense. The
stepn taken by varkous governments (o pul an end to this sae

have obviously proved insdequate. They met with
sgn, This i true of Europe.

Nor has there been any change for the beuer in East Asia,
e troops comtinue o coonpy the principal cties snd &
erabile § of the territory of China, Nor ia Japan

from howtile acts against the USSR, Here, oo, the
n hai changed in the direction of furnher aggravation.

I view of this wate of affain, the condusion of & pact of
non-aggresion between the USSR, and Germany is of tre-
menibous positive value, eliminating the danger of war b
tween Germany and the Soviet Union, In anber more fully
1o define the wignificance ‘of this pace, 1 must frut dwell on
the prgotiations which have taken place in recent meonths in
Moscow with representatives of Great Britain anid France.
Ax your know, Angle-French-Soviet negotision for ennclusion
of a pact of mummal asittance agains aggresion in Europe
began & far back as April.

True, the inicial P-n:rp-m.-h of the Britili Governmenl were,
a1 you know, entirely unacceptable, They ignored the prime
Tequisites for such negotiatkons—they ignored the principle of
reciprecity amil equality of obligatiors. In spite of this, the
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Soviet Government dicd not reject the negotiztons and in turm

forwanl iv own propmal,. We wer willul of thie [54e
hag it wan difficuly for the Governments of Grest Britain and
France 1o make an abrupt change in their policy [rom an
unlricodly astitode sowards the Sovier Un whith ol
exiited quite recently 1o seriow negotiations with the .55 R,
based on the condition of equality of sbligations.

However, the subsequent neegatiationm were not justihed by
their resuli 3

b =t
AL the same sime they made it ddear 1o the represenia-
tives ol Grear B Franee that the Sovier U has o
be seriously reckoned with in international affsirs, But thess
IEgotiations e i obstades. The rrmubsle,
of ooune, diid tio im jmdi | “lormulations™ aF in par=
ticular clauses in the draft of the pact Mo, the trouble was
much more serioan.

The conclus il a pact of mutual smisance again
Eressian ibd have been of value only if Great Britain,
France ancl the Sovier Ur had arrived st sgreement as o
definite military measures agaimit the attack of an aggressor.
Accordingly, fof 3 certain period not only p 3l bt alwo
military megociations were comduceed in Moscow with e
roentatives of the British and French armies. Howev
Ing came of the military negotiation. ===

enoountered the difficuliv thar Polaml, which was 1o
be joimly guaranteed by Greae Britain, Framee and ihe
USSR, rejected miliary assivance on the part of the Soviet
Union. Attempis 1o overcome the <|E|J|.- tions of Polaml met
Wity no success, Mare, the megnaiations showed that Geeat

Hritain was oot anxepyy o overcome thowe objections |sl Pa-

and, but_on ihe contrary enconraged themy, It i clear that,

!-m.h '|.lt'|||?'_ the attitode of the Polith Gavernment and its

principal ally towards military assistance on the part ol the

Sovict Union in the event of aggremion, the Angle-French-

Soviet negotiations could not bear fruit. Alter this it became
1

clear i us that the AngloFrenchSovier n Ll wete
gl o Basliing

What have the negotiaticns with Grest Britain and Franee
shown? The Anglo-French-3oviet negotiations have shown
thar the position of Crear Bricin srd Franoe i3 marked by
howling contradictions throughout. Judge for yourselves Om

n and Framee demanded chay ihe
LU'5.5. K. should give military asmistance o Poland in csc of
L The USSR, a1 you know, wis willing 10 meet
this demaml, provided that the USSR, itscll roceived like
assistance [roen Great Britain apd France, On the other hamd,
preciscly Great Britain and France brought Poland on the
sceme, who resolutely declined miliry sssistance on the part
of the USSR, Just try umder such circumstanocs 19 reacl
an agreement regarding mumal asistance, when asisance on
the part of the USSR, b declared beforehand 1o be unneces-
saiy and imbrasive.

Further, an the one hand, Great I':r-r.am and France offered
1o guaraniee the Saviet Union LAFY  SSIMIANSE  BEEERSL
aggression in rewurn for like amistance on the pan ol the
USSR, On the other hand, they hedged round their assis-
tance with such reservations meganding indirect sggresion s
could convert this anistance into a myth and provide tsem

Toeneal |‘TK"| Freuase b0 evaile Fhins assistance and place
the USSR, in a position of isolatson in the [ae ol the
aggresor.  Just iy 1o distingmish between such a “pact of
mutisal anistance™ and & pac of more or les camoufsged
chiranery,

Furtlser, on the one hand Great Britain amd Framce
stressed the importance and gravity ol negotiations for o pact
of mustieal assistante and demanded that the USSE. shoulkd
treat the matier most scrioasly and settle very rapidly all
questions relating to the pact. On the other hand, they them-
wclves displayed extreme dilatoriness and an absoluiely Fght-
minded amitisds rowards the nd:-‘mhj.irm:. ﬁlln.hll'hs rhem 1
individualy of secondary imporiance who wore not invested
with Id'h|u.1u| power,

L




wai only on
Twhe demand of o , n that on the very eve of the
hreakidown of the megotiations they :l.'\f.ﬂ'.'ll.-.'l! wit creden-
tiale hese credentialy w of the vaguest kind, that
[T W r il
minded attitugle s iatioms

Great Britain and France anel [riv ¥

believe at iatian desigoed 1o disere

new of ne 5 L
Such are t sie contradictions in the actitude ol
Great Britain and France iowandy the negotiatians Wi
VUSSR » I led to their boeakdown
What §s the root ol these contradictions in
t Britain amil France? Im a few words, it

s Oy the one hand, the British and French Goverm

fear aggression, and for that reason they would like 1o
have a pact of muiual auistance with the Saviet Uiian pro-

el strengthen them, Great Britain and France,

, on the other hamd, the British amd French Govern
wpenis are afraid thag the conclusion of & real pact ol mutesl
asivtance with the USSR, may strengihen our country, the
Sovier Union, whi appears, docs not answer their pur-
pone. It w1 be il that these fears of thein sutweighed
ather erations. Only in this way can we unelersiand the
pasition Palaml, who acts on the imscructions of Great
Britain srd France.

1 shall nevw pass to the Sovier-German Non-Aggression Fact.
== The idecision to conclude a nom aggression pact between

Gning 10 UhE fperah m- entigned, ;

megotiations had shown that the conglusion of a pact al mu=
[

pual assivance could not be cxpected. we coukl pot bat ex-
ies of ensuring peace and climinating the
fween Germany and the USSR, If the
rench gﬁmm{ﬂm 1o reckon with this,
that is their affair, It i our duty 1o Ih:il.l_Ef the intereats of
the Soviet people, the interests of the Union of Sovier Socialist
Rrpublics. | Prolomged applense.) All the more since we are
firmly convinced that ihe jnteresss ol the LUS5.R. coincide
with the fundamenial interess of the peoples of_oiber toun-
1rics. (A ppisur] But that s only one side of the mater. o
Anpaher circumstance was required before the SovietLeer-
man Non-Aggrewion Pact could come into existence. 1 was
necesary thae in her foreign policy Germany shiould make a
yarn towards good neighborly relations with the Soviet Union
Omly when this scoond condition wai [ulfilled, only when
it became clear to us that the German government desired 1o
change ity foreign policy so 83 10 secure &n improvement of
relations with the USSR, was the basis found for the con-
dusion of 3 Soviet German Non-Aggresion Pact. Everybocdy
Enows that during the kot she years, ever since the Natipnal-
Socialists [Nazis] came into power, political relations between
Germany and the USSR, have been strained. Everybody abo
knows that despite the differenees of oatlook and paluical
watermi, the Soviet Government endeavored to maintain nor-
mal business and political relations with Germany, There is
o neeld pew 1o revert 1o individual ingidents of thee vela-
tions during recent year, which are well known o you
Imi wowever, recall the explanation of our foreign policy
given several months ago at the Eightoenth Party Congrean.
Speaking of our msks in the reslm of foreign policy. sualin

“y, Ta continue the policy of prace and of sirengthen:
ing business relations with all countries;

“s. T be canticus and not 10 allow our country ta be
drawn it conflicts by warmongers who are acoustomed




L.u-. have others pull the cheunus oat of ihe fire 1“!’)]
e, ™

As you see, Saalin declared in conclusion that the Saoviet
Union sands for stremgthening busines relations with all

posntrics. But at the same time 5talin warned uy'against war
yiiggers who are anxioas i their own interests 1o nvalve our
coumiry i conflics with other countries

Exponing the hullabaloo raised in the British, French anal
American press about G sy for the seipure of
the Saouveer Ukraine, 54

“It Jooks as il the object of this sspicious hullabaloo
wan in discense the Soviet Union againe Genmany, 1o '|xli-
sani the sumasphere aml 10 provoke a conflict with C.ar-
many without any visible grounds.” *

As you see, Stalin hit the nail on the head when he exposed
the mschinations of the Western Europoan Iu.-l-.l.inam whim
were rying to set Germany and the Soviet Union at
loggerheads,

It mnust be confessed that there were some short-aighed people
even in our own country who, carried away by over simplihed
anti-fascin propagamda, forgot aloul this provocative work of
our enemies. Mindiul of this, Stalin even then suggested the

pomsibility of cther, unhostile, goed-neighborly melatkons be-.

iwern Germany amd the USSR, It can now be seen that on
the whole Germany comrectly underood these statements of
Stalin and drew practical conclusions from them. (Laughter.]
I'tbe conclusion of the Soviel-German Non-Aggresdion Fac
shows thar Salins historic prevision has been brilliandy
confirmed. (Loud apjlasse. )

In the spring of this year the German Government made a
proposal wo resume commercial and credit negotiations. Scon
alter. the negotistions were resumed. By making mutual con-
cessinng, we saoceeded in reaching &n agreement. As you knaw,

* loieph Sialin, From Seciafine fo Cammunim in the Sovier Desn
Trvicrmimensl Futdihen, New York

this agrecmont was signed on August 1§ This was mot ithe
first commercial and eredis agreensent concluded with Ger-
many uisber her present govcrmanenl.

Bur this agreement differs [avorably not only from the 1935
sgreement but from all previous agreements, not 0 iaenLicn
the fact thar we had o economic sgreement equally advan-
yageous with Grear Britain, France or amy other country.
The agrecment is advantageous 1o vy becanse s eredit on-
| s i@ severviear credit) enables us to onder 3 considerable
additional quantity of such equipment a5 we noed, Hy this
agreement, the USSR, underakes 10 wll 1w (ermany a
definive quamiiy of our sarplus faw materiaks for ber induastry,
which fully amwers the interests of the USSR,

Wiy should we reject ssch an advantageous CoORETIC BETEE
mens? Surely not 1o please those who are generally avense o
the Soviet Union having sdvantageous economic agrecments
with ather coantriest And it is clear thas the commercial and
credic agreement with Germany i fully in accord with the
econombc interests and defeme needs of the Sovier Union.
Thia agreement is fully in accord with the decision of the
Eighteenth Congress of our Party, which approved Sulin'y
patement 8 10 the need for “strengihening busines relations
witly 8l couniries.”

When, however, the German government expressed the de-
sive to improve political relations as well, the Sovier govern-
et had no grousds for refusing. This gave rise w0 the ques-
tian of concluding a non-aggression pact.

Vaices are pow being heand testifying 1o the lack of under-
wamding of the most simple reasons for the improvement of
political relatiom berween the Soviet Union amel Cermany
which by begun. For exsmple, people sk with an air of
innocence how the Sovier Union coukl consent to improve
peolitical relavions with a state of a fascs type. “ls that pos-
sTEF they wik. But they Jorget that this not 3 question of
our amitede towards the internal regime of another coantry
but of the foreign relations berween the two sates. They for
get thar we hold the position of not interfering in the smternal
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airs ol sher pountries and, corepondingly, of not paferat-
ing interlerence in our awn imernal afain. Furthermore, they
[oaget the imporant pri e of our foreign policy which
was [ormulated by Salin ar the Eighteemih Pamy Congress
a3 follgws:

"We mamd [ | ihe srengihening of business
tiomy with all trics.  That & our position; amd
al to this pition as long as these coun-
tries maintain ke relations with the Sovict Union, sml
as long s they make no attempd 10 reipass on the in
&M al air country,” ®
Ihe - o v of these words b g cheag
Uniion_striyes to in good-neighborly relations
non-Soviet _mmll'-ne_l.m_'ul.r-n main,
Soviet Union, In our foreign po
ve always been guided
_co-existence
3. A large number
how this principle has

ol examplel ¢

been carried ouwi ; I wil ¢ fwvscll 1o
enly a few

Wi have, for inuance, 3 pon-ageresion and peutrality

tpgaty with lascist Daby ever since 1ggs. It has never o il

to anybady @i yeu o abject o this treaty. And that is nator
Imasmusch as chis pact meets the inerests of the USSR ]
in aceoud with our principle of the peace oo-existence of
the USSR, and the capitalist countries, We have non-aggres
sion pacty alws with Polaml and ceriain oibe [EEiES Whipee
scmi-fascist system i knonen o all, These pacts have not given
. Perhaps it would not be superfiu
ous o menlion the [act that we have not even ereaties ol this
kil with cerrain ocher nom-fascdse  bourgeois-democratic
countrees, wih Gicst Briain hersel
e e auli

* Jomepli Saskin, Fr
Eniernatiseal

Since 1gzh, the polivial basis of our relations with Germsany
has been the treaty of nesirality which was alrcady extended
by whe prosent Geer guvernment in ggg. This ey al
meutrality remains in force wo this day. The Soviet government

miitlered it desirable even before this to take a [orther sicp
towands improving political relations with Germany, bat the
it mances e been such thit thin hay become posible
enly now.

I i wrue that it is not & pact of mutesl sshience et b in
guedion, 34 in the case of the Anglo-French-Sovier negoai-
tuae only of a non-aggression pact. Neverthelos, consdi-
tioms | being what ey are, it & difscull 1 avercsimate the
imernational imponance of the Sovier-fenman pact, That i
why we favored the wisit of Von Ribbenirop. the German
Miniszer for Foreign Aflains, 1o Mosoow

anioas,

Augusi =3 the day the Sovier-German Non-Aggression
Pact was signed, is 1o be regarded as a daie of great historical

portance. The Non-Aggresion Pact between the USSR,

I by faarks & D rllllsfxlull. 0 the lstory of Europe,

wl not anly of Europe. Only yesterday the Cerman Tascists
were wnng a loreign policy hostile to us. Yeu, only yester-
day we were enemies in the sphere of loreign relaions. Today,
hawever, the situation has changed and we are encmies no
longer.

The art of politics in the sphere of loreign relations dosy
nol corsid i increasng the number of encics [or one’s coun-
iry. On the conrary, the art ol politics in thin aphere W to
teduce the number of such enemies and 10 make the enemio
el yestenday good neighbors, mainiaining peaceable relations
with one anodher. (A pplase. )

History has shown that enmity and wars beiween owur coun
iy and Germany have been to the detriment of our countries,
not 1o their benehe. Runis and Germany safferod most of all
wouniries in the war of 1914118, Therelore the interests of
the peoples of the Soviet Union and Germany stand in need
ol praceable relations. The Sovier-German Non-Agerenion Pact

i




puts an end ti enmity between Germany amd (he USSR an«l
this i in the interoses ol Loth cosntries, The L
outlooks aml political syseems differ mus
obstaches 1o the establishment of good political relations be-
tween boch stabes. just s like differcnces are ne dimenis
to good palithcal relations which ihe USSR, w
" paher monSovict capitalivt coumrier. Only o

many and the US5R. can strive 1o create sml

he peoples of thoe countries. We have ayn stusil
for amity between the peoples of the USSR 1 Ceormamy,
lor the growih aml development of [Hendulip ween the
el « of the Sovier Union amd e Cerman p c. { Livdd

nged applase. )

chief imporiance ol the Soviet-Licrman Mo Ag

[ace thay the two I e dlate
] ].|_-.|l: an eril 1o the enmicy |
menace ol ol war 1|:|:\J 'Iu: ab peade o 1

arrower thereby the o il j"'-"f!'l_tllt m

prove unavoidable. the aﬂs_r'tl I.Lﬂlllllln -

siricied,_Only the ' i a general |

e affairs, thos = r the mask
_|.I-|: 3 general oo rALEDE b

The Soviet-German Pact has been the object of T
attacks in the English, French and American press. Conspicu
ous in thee elfor are cemain “Socialin™ pewspapen, diliger
e “their” national capialism, serviton of gentilomen
who pay them decently, (Lawghter.) It is clear that the real
truth canpot be expected from geatey of this calibee. Atiempls
are being made 1o spread the Botion that the sigring of the
Soviet-German Pact disrupted the negotiations with England
amd France on a mutual asisance pact, This He has already
been nailed in the interview given by Voroahil

In geality, a3 you know, the very revene is true. The Soviel
Union signed the Non-Aggresion Pact with Germany, lor ane

T

thing, in wiew of the (et that the n-_-!misl:iom with France
and England had run intp irmlpﬂlblr differences and ended
in faihiere through the lanlt of the ruling clases of England
and France

Further, they go so far as 1o blame us because the il
you please, cont nia il roviding lor fa undiation
in case one of The signatone s drawn inio war onder condi-
tians which might give someone an external pretext to qualify
this |.|trl:|.ll.lllr COUNITY 34 A5 BERTCHOL, Bl |h||:1- [ﬂ‘tﬂ Taw
some reason 1hat |u|:h. a clause and such a rmnrl.l:mu is mot to
be found either in_the Polish-German non- lmu:m pagt
||En-ed 0 -',.J_aml annulled b by @ r.ﬂﬂuln- y_in |ml3luu| the
wishes ol Poland, or in the A C-c n dl!tl..l.l'll:lﬂﬂ on_non:
apgresion signed enly a Iew_ Eﬁ-l-lhﬂ The quertion aris:
'|-"|I|r cannot the USSR allow joell the same privilege as
Poland and England allowed themaiclve long agoi

Finally there are hinu.rrﬂ: whe conatrue [rom the AT M
than is written in i {Laughter,) For this purpose, all kinds of
conprctisres. amil hinty are mooted in order 1o st doubt on
the pact in one or another country. Bug all this n:u,-rrly |.|h~1h.
lor the hopeless impotence of the encmies of the pact who ane
exposing themselves more and more 31 encmies of both the
Sovict Union and Germany, striving to provoke war between
these countries.

I all this, we find fresti corroboration of Salin's warning
that we must be particularly captiors with warmongen who
are acoustomed to have others pu.ll the chestmet oust of the
e bor them, We must be on guard against those who see an
advantage 1o themaclves in bad refatiom between the USSR
sl Germany, in enmity between them, and who do not want
peace and good neighborly relations berwesn -Germany and
the Sovier Union,

We can underszand why this |.ﬂliq B bc"i.'ll.‘ I..mmal h-r il
and-out imperialsn. Bur we cannod rpmrf such [ncia ms che
oxpecial real with which semne leaders of the Socialiss Parties of
Creai Briin and France have mrl.!r d.lui.t‘uhlmt rhasim-
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selves im this matter, Aml thee gentdemen have really gone the
whale hog, and no masiske, | } Thsne people positive-
tw demand hat the USSR, get itsell invalved in war against
teerminy on the side al Grear Br Have ot thess rabid

armengers taken leave al 1 serses? {Laughier.| s it really
wilficult foe thee gentl b

et Cerman |

5 l":'SR

g Erinany

Gem ||J|Il. ag:.nﬂ:
Stand that the U
sur is own independent policy, hased on e

he USSR, and only ibeir imerests

these gentlemen have such an uncontrollable de
let them dio their ovwn Fgliin
lal see what fghting sofi
In our eyes, in the cyes of the
are just 2 much enemies of prace as all other in
war in Europe. Only thow whn dusire a g
LET, & TCW 3 ly tleey want 1o st the

Savier Union and G e heads, they are the only

people who want y the incipicn n of good-
ghborly relations between the peoples ol s USSR, and
TRARY.

TFhe Soviet Union signed a pact |y Ceermaiiy, lully a3
surcdl_that peace between the peoples of the USSR Snd
FM" in the interesis af sl peog in the inleress ierests of
wriverial prace: Every simcere |:|>--|Ir| peace will realise
whe truth of this, This pact corresponds to the fundamental
intereits of the working |-m|-l-' of the Sovier Union aml

weaken our vigilance in defense of these ineress
This pact is backed r_.-r hrm eonfidence in our real forces, in

their omplete preparednes to meet any aggreRien against
1.'hc USSR, {(Loud apples
pact, like the unsuccessiul Anglo-French-Soviet nego-
tiations, proves that no impartant guedtion of international
4

relations, and q-.lrl.linnl of Fastern Europe cven less, can e
eettled without the active panicipation of the Soviet Union,
that any attempls o shit out the Sovict Union and decide
such questions Behind i back are doomed 1o [ailure. (4
flauic.)

The Soviei-German Non-Aggressaon Pact I"lf“.i & neEw lurm
in the development of Europe, & turn lowards improvement
of relations between the wo largess siaies of Europe. This
pact not enly climinsics the menace of war with Germary,
narrows done the rone of possible hostilities in Europe, amd
serves therehy the coime of universal” peace: it must open 1o
us new possibilities of incressing our :rrmr]l, ol lurher
eonsolidation of our poutions, of fufther growth of the in-
fluence of the Soviet Union on international developmsents,

There is na need 1o dwell here on the separate clauses of the
pact. The Council of People’s Commisars ha peason 1o
hnp-e thai the pact will meer with your Jpp:m:l] a3 8 dogu-
ment of candinal importance 10 the USSR, (A fflause.)

The Coundil of P‘{u|||r_'l Conridasary wibenies the Sowlet-
German Non-Aggresion Pace o the Supreme Soviet and
proposes thar it be rarihel §Lond and pfa.'.alusfd Jpprl:ue.

ion of Molotor’s statement, the foind sbifng

of the U'nien snd the Council of Nationalities

of the Supreme Souiet of the USSR, on o motion of Deputy
Shcherbakow, wnenimaouaily .m’-or.-rrd' ihe fn.'n'um:'rrg resalution:

“Having heand the statement of Comrade V. M. Molo-
tov, the Chairman of the Council of People’s Commisars
and People’s Commisar for Foreign Affairs, on the rati.
feation of the Non-Aggression Pact between the USSR,
and Germany, the Suprems Sovier of the USSR, m
solves:

1. Ta approve the foreign policy of the Government.
To ratily the Non-Aggresion Pace between the
USSR, and Germany, concluded in Moscow, Angust 2y,
1599."
5




copy sent to Jashington

109-26 DITMARE BOULEVARD ; |L
EAST ELMHURET, LONG IBLAND, N. Y. C: U
HAvEMEYER 5-BATI
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L
U Sept. 24, 19739

Dear lars. doossvelt,

1 am planning to spend two days in Washington
some time this week, possibly, though not probubyy,
going as early as lonusy evening. If thersfore there is any
chance that you will be visiting the gair, and the ravilion,
on Tuesday ednesday, 1 shoulu appreclate a wire or phone
call Hundif?rgg that I may make the trip later. 1f, on the
other hand, the possibility--which I know is only & poseibility--
is for later in the week, then & note to the alove addrass
will reach me on Tus:sday or Wednescuy even if 1 am not in
tmmm New York. Joel will odpen it and wire me wherever I am
so that 1 can get back in time, B

Yours,

P 5 The above is my amddress for the next fes months,




September 27, 1939

Dear Dr. Strongt

You sre a patient person 'nd I will certainly
try to get you and your hushand to come to ay little
apartment when I am in New York toward the latter nart
of October.

I unow thit you know Mr, Stelin and I do not
know him, :nd you <now the Polish situstion fer
better than T do. I cennot help, however, belng
distressed st seeing enother urmy on the merch, nor
can I yuite bring aoyself to trust & man who, as part
of a government, wises out a peonle's religion, no
mutter how the church may h we daserved correctionm,
and 1t seeas to me also that wholepele killings are
hardly + help to civilization.

T beve told you right along thut the theory
of Communism conteined many things with which I could
ugree, but for myself I think the U.I.A. has & much -refer<
uble type of government. Thut ia why I think it is 8o
laportant that we should do -ll tiet lies In cur power
to make democr cy work snd if the Bussian people really
get to & point where they can control their own
governaent, I sea no real reason why we should not
live in amity.

Juat now, however, even with your assurance,
I feel like waiting to see what happens in Polend,
what Russia's future action will be in other countries,
wnd her attitude toward Germany. Even if she could
conelude a trade treaty with Groat Dritain and Frunce,
did she have to sign up sith Germuny just at the
present time? It seems to ue that 1t gave Hitler
Just the strength he needed to plunge Europe into
tuis horrible war. Hitler might have

\
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<one it any wuy, but one cunnot help wondering if
these two men aight not belleve in some of the szme
ﬂliﬂlil

#s to Chaaberlain and his grous, perhaps they
#re mors to blame than anytody else. I°do 1ot caow
that we can go scot-Iree, because we sulrked any
responeibllity toward the rest of the world and we
want our debts pald. Hind sight 1s clweys better than
fore sight. I ua inclined to thing, however, thet
I would rather huve to deal aith Yr, Chezberlain
than with Mr. Hitler.

Pe can talk over tais better in the light of
what hapens between now and the end of October.
In zny way, T sbsll look forw.rd to seeing you.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Anna Louise Strong
107-26 vitmars Blvd,

kast Elmhupst

Long Isla

NY - |




109-26 Ditmars Boulevard

Hast Elmhurst,Long Island
135 (ptione Ha--6--8873)

- Sept. 21, 1939

Dear Mres. Roosesvelt,

I am delighted to know thut therd is a chance of
your coming to see the Pavilion and to meet Joel. Since your
last letter took three days to reach me, I am sending you
my present address.

I disagres with you® about CUhamberlain. I think he--and
his bunch--are mora tp blama than anybody on eartu for this whole
war mess. From the days of Versallles right down tothis past
month's sell-out of Foland, whom he first prevented from ac- _
cepting Soviet military aid when it was offered, and then prevented
from fortifying her western frontiér. against Germany, and then
agvTHa to retr.at, abandoning th4 industrial regions to Hitler,
and last of all abandoned without giving her one airplana. It is
tragic to read that Warsaw mayor's appeal to Britain, hiqbsliur
that they will come to aild.

: I know your opinion of the Russian march into Poland; I
read it in "My Day".But if you have watched the reception given
the Red Army by the East Fpland population, vou must realize
that it differed both from Hitler's brutal invasion and from
Chamberlain's cynical abandonment of the Poles, to whom he
offers only words...I know those peasants of Eastern Poland; I
saw them under the Quaker Relief in 1921..1 saw their littla
hovels in the malarial swamps at the foot of the large,hill-side
healthy landlord's estates..White Husslian and Ukrainian peasants
denied land, denied decent food, denied the right of educution.
Even twenty years ago they spoke of the hoped-for day when "the
Russians" would come back. Yet the Red Army would not have come
as long as any organlzed government functioned there; it came
only when the population was menaced both by Nazi invasion and
by demoralized, retreating Polish soldiers..Yesterday a New York
city employee told me how glad he is that his old father is no
longer "under either the Nazis or the Poles".

However, I'll save mya rgument for the time when 1 see
you. 1f even then...1'll save also my spacial private fear,--that
Uhamberluin will vet get Americap into this war, and then dsclare
war against the Soviets. He has sought -so insanely for somebody who
would fight the Bolsheviks for him; Hitler failed him, and he's
looking for another tool....Japan may be ready, but Japan is
weakened. American credits, American idedlism would be for him
ideal.,.This may seem to you gquite impossible, but watch till a
year f. rom now. Especially if the reactlonaries get into power
here....Then there would be nothing for me to do but to get sent

to Jail, for ] would ugitute incessantly against wch a war between




the' two countries that Is:till think have more in common
than any two countries, and are the joint hope of the world,

Yours,

—
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September 27, 1939

My deer Mrs, Strong:

Mra. Roosevelt 1
18 no chance &t all of her
this week, Hor tiue i3 &t
she does not know wh

g sorry that there
golng to the Fair
111 all filled and
an sha may be abla to FO.

Very sincerely yours,

Searotary to
Mrs. Rogsevelt

Mrs. Anona Louise Strong
109-26 Ditmars

Boulevard
v gast Blmhurst, Long Island
i Hew York




{ ‘r!' 109-26 DITMARE HOULEVARD
: EAST ELMHURET, LONG ISLAND, N. Y.
HAVEMEYER 6-BBTI3

[ Septemnar 24, 1939
SEP 951338 = .

Dear lirs Roosevelt,

1 am planning to go to #ashington for a couple
of days this wesk, possibly, though not probadly, poing as
early as wonday avening. If thersfre theres is any chance that
you are visiting the Fair--and the ravilion--ineséay or
Jadnesday, I should ap;rucinte a wire or phona call Monday.
1f the possibility of your visit, which 1 know is only &
possibility, is for later in the week, then a note raaching
this housa Tuesday or Wednesday will be wired to ma, evsh if
1 have left, in time for me to finish my own busines: wana be
back on time,

*

Yours, with regards,

P 5 The ubove is my addrest for L.he next feu wolths.
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It is you and not I that deserves the mednl for pationce. ¥ith
all the sngagements you have it was good of wuu aven to entertain tho hope
of vlsitin, the Pevilion and reeting Joel, I still hape it may come off,

I aven dare hope that by the end of October the world wur may be
fizzling out, with Poland on the way to reconstitution as a democratie
state {(which it never was), and with all Lastern ku.ope in a kec,.-out-pfl-war
bloc, . Joined by pacta of muiunl assistnnees eininst anyv and all a s ressors,
That is what the USSR is elearlr workine for, single-handed, againat e
whole world's mis-representationy it is not sure that sha ecan succoed,

If the USSR had not signed that Non-A. resuion Paect and lateér
marched into Esst Poland, I think we should have already hnd war across all
Enstern Zu:ope, with Hitler in the taltic States and balkans alrasdy,
sttackin; the USSR, while Japan attacked from hanciurias.,. I think the
Rusgians anw that Hitler was on the verv vur,e of marchin,, and that Chamberlsin
was intentionally samdimg pushin, him eastwards, and had [urjosely kejt
Poland weak, without fortificatiorns on her wast.rn horder, in order that the
Hazis mijht march right throuzh Poland to the USSR,

So they set out thecselvas to gtop that esstward march of Hitler,
which they could only do by making a ;ence sact with him, tiws marching to
meet him, not as a foe but as a friend, whanxihegx nnd keep hin from _oing
too far, I nots the Whaloy-Eaton service sanye the USSR hns dons a belter job of
stopping Hitler than they could have done il they had been allied with Britain,
I note also that the London Times',today guoted in the N Y Tymes, says Britain
does not demand the inclusion of the territories tmken by the Soviete in the
"roronstituted Poland", since thgse territorics are ukreinien and Byelo-Russian,,
They alse say that they consider Hitler an enemy, but are"waiting to zes Ynether
Stalin is an e or not..

I enw An interessting desgatch today from Bratislava in the Times,
quoting = cabinet mibdgter of-S5lovekia who regretted thut the new Soviet
boundary stopped fifteen miles short of Slovakia instead of touching their
eountry, =nd who added that "not 15 percent of the Slovaks would vote to Jjoin
up with'the Czechs again, bug 60 to 70 percent would vote for incor.oration
inta the USSR if they could get the chance”....Considerin, that Czec.oslovakia
wns the model'd emoeracy of Eastern Europe, this cpeaks volurs s for how the

] common peofple nm‘:uull}r on the ground, ware impressed by ths Soviet march.

It is plain that thus far thore 19 no alliance between the USSR and
Germany, that Russia is tryin,, with Turkay, to form a neutral bleec of all

~ East Europs, mich as we try to form a strong neutrak bloec to kee; war out of the
Americas,..,In faet, I think one of the tragedies of today'c histery is that
our State Department --with its anti-Soviet permnent officicles---do not ses
how eimilar the Soviet purposes in foreign affairs are Fi our own,... We iwkan
intend to sell to everybody; mso does Russim, W#e intend to keep out of tha 3
¢ fighting; so does she, We are trying to organive a strony group of. neutrals under
J ~ our initiative and protectlon; so 1s the USSR...




10%9-26 DITMARE BOULEVARD
EaBT ELMHURST, LONG I8LAND, M. Y,
HAvVEMEYIR &-8B873

71 think thera ig net the 2li htust doubt that Stalin and kolotov urped
on Von Rihhentrop the desirability of raconstitutin_ Poland, in order to et
peacte, ... And that they even jut ‘some :ressure beuind the su_zestion,
1t sesare from several despatrhes that FHitler iz now oifwiing Just that,.0f
courss Hitler is a wild beast, and mors or less crary, and he may chan,o his
mind on it, I think I a res with you that 1 wouid rather fall into
Chamberlain's hands than Hitler's, esecially il I were, as I am, an An_lo-
Saxon ., Byt I think we may even see some chnan,es now in Gormany, that the
Bussiana can do tthkings to Germany =3 a friendly neutral, which they sould
not do as an enemy...

I wish I could take up your other coments about the USSR and Stalin..
Hhen last we met, we digeussed only the Unitgd States, wihich sasmed at the
time more important,..But I think you heave gradumlly picked up an im.ression
of the Soviet Union that is not guits true,...Reli ion still _oes on in
t-at country: fresdom of reli_ion ic  uaranteed in the Constitution, and
hi_h-handed Soviet officizls have bheen givun prison sentences for - unlawlul
actions ajainast churches, The 11,000,000 U rzinians =nd Byelo-Ruieians now
Joined to the USSR will now Jet back thiir ownm Greek C tholie chirehas, which
Roman Gatholic P,land to sorme extent suppressed by force...I've alreidy
seen despatches about Jeascnta weopin, for jor because the new jovernment
protects their  ri_kt, not only to theil own lanjuage anc schools, but to the
kind of ehurch thoy chooss,

I agree with you that.killing lot: of people is geueprisxzdyxapaxeividin
sxkfamghighly deplorable. Roumanin killed 2000, it seems, in connection with
tha megassination of her Prims Finister, Enst Zuropo is still = brutal place,
But when I read tha re;ort of the war the Jermsn advance throu,h Poland was
helped by thousands of German agents, whe had infiltrated into every oryanization
in the countryp and when.I reflected that the Mazis had jrepared the sams fate
for the USSR,, I realize that they had to be drastic abont s;pisv....ind I do not
know of any killings that took place without somx sort of le,al process irn the
USSR, thou_h I think that process was 1nﬂw too gwift anu zocret.

In any casa, the Russian people dg contrel their own governceni, to o far
greater extent than you realize, There are constant recalls of ,ub}ic officials;
and aven the inner Party electiont are now done by secret ballet, by which Stalin
gould ba overthrown, -Thare is, of course, s very strong political michine, but
the prople keep adding to, subtracting from and pedifying jovernmant wmetion in
8 lot of effective ways....Thut i one reason wiy I want.d you to een the Soviet
Pavilion, .

sevessssesl WaB in Waalington very briefly last week, and had a long
talk with Senator Schwcllenbach, from m; home state,,.Did I tell you that I have
now ectabliched my votin, rishts in Seattle, and shall vote in nbientia..I feel
quite thrilled, Senator Schwellenbach ex;lained the new . utrality amendmonts;
they seem to ©s a very consclentious Job, intended really to kee, us out of war..
But I'm still hoping that, by the time they ars pasaed, there won't ba any war,...

: Yours, with mich agpreciation of your patisnce
in lictening to me,




October 9, 1939

Desr Dr. Strongs

) Your letter interested me very much and,
as T always do, T am p ssing i1t on to the President.

If you cre right, then we are far snfer in
this world than many of ua think we are, and I can
only fesl that time alone can tell.

1 wian T knew & little wore on my own about
Fussia, Perhups some day I will he able to go and
actually see for myself. In the neantime I really
do hope to see the Fussian Pavilion, though I may
have to do it in a very guist manner, and I do
hope to mes you and your husband when ne¥t I az in
Mes York for sny lengtn of time.

Very gincerely yours,

Dr. Anna Loulse Strong
109-26 Ditmars Blvd.
East Elmhurst

Long Island HY
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K Oatober 17, 1939.

Dear Mrs. 3trong!

1 am very much tnterested in the clippinss
whish you sent me. It 1s a most bewllder-
ing workd,and I am gled of course to have
your polnt of view and any information you
gan glve me.

on the other hand, there 1s a Folish

of fiser who was taken prisoner 1n the part
of Poland taken over by Raasia, who
epoaped. He reports that every 1ittle
1and owner and every priest was shot by
theeRussian army. I realize that thease
things happen in war and soldiers can not
be controlled, but thney do not make the
plcture a8 gharminig as you would sccm Lo
malke 1t.

The information from Finkidd would lead
one to believe that there had been gome
falrly definite demgnds on Fanland, and
1 feel sure that the President would not

~_hsve written to president Kallenipn ,nless

his information had been authentic.

However, as I sald pefore, tile will sljow
what is true +nd until then we muat all
withhold our judgment.

I have just reslized thst the Falr closes
the end of Ootober and I doubt if I get

to tha pavlilion bninre that beoause I am

u: busy snd not beoause I thin* it inadvie-
able. :

_ .h‘wﬁ,.,,.;:nm <
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Dear Lrz. Roosevelt, L
You are one swell yercon, It is _ooc lo finu somibody who
gan puncturc the hyateria ol the Diss Committee with a liltle dacomcy
and comron senoe.....08% really, that coxmittee is btecoming 4 sericus
danger, 1 wish Ur. Yurphy would fi add out wio is this "Krivitsky"
who is making such scandalows a eucationa; 1 think seme real investi_ation
would puncture him, He elzims to have beenm hi_h uj in gho Soviet -
Sectet Service, but many of his statiments are utiarly illiterats
to anyons whe has ever boen a corras.ondent-over thare...ke goasn't
pven ¥now that Stalin is 3 wamhur of Lha covernrant, snd he has Lolotov
Agrr a3 a former head ol the nomintern, He hne ths rarks of au impostor,
Thank von' for your letter, It is amazin,ly hos,itatle to
oy views in the midst of all th. presont anti-Soviet interprotations,
80 I think I'11 give you scme more; 1 note that Jingion Churchill
agrees with me that the Soviet march into Polnné stopjod Fitler's
conquests of East Europe, 5o I'll call that clear.

On Baltie States, this Finnish hrsteria seems to me 1 CORY
ol the London hysteria which maked the queen cnrry a gus mask againat
an attack which naver comeg,. guried nway insids yestaorday's Herald-
Tribune was the United I'ress statement that "forei_n naval ex..rts in
Vigscow” said thore "was no indigation of racently increised conesntrations
(o3 Soviet forces) sither on sea or land near Finland", The grcitemont,
tharefore, sesms to me largaly mepfactured from ntove, and miy be the
Legirming of a Gritizh attorpt--noted by th: L ndon iy.nin, Standard--to
Wgmitch the war" from Jerrmmy 1o the J35R

Also buried inside yestorday's Times waa 1 very si_nilicant
despatch from Gedye, about the Ualtic di,lofats from the little states,
They all said that not n word of thrent was-uced by 1he USSR in the
negotiations, that the USSR could huve annexed an. sovisticed them without
germany or fritain prevertin, i, but did not do so, aai tuat there is
gincere satisfaction in their states over the trealies, They even say
that the situation is better for ther than 1[ the USSH hac Joined with
Britain and France againet Hitlur, for in that case Jermnuy sould have
brought the war right into the Oaltic States,, wieroas now the JSSR will
hive tire to fortify thur ndeguately, ..Aather differert from root wazdiine
hendlines! ——— i a2

The announced “tormin repatriation of Brltic Ggrzans seecs to
me a touch of genius, su gested by Loscow, These flermans are the uppsr
elasn in the Baltic States. In 1917 the native Latvian r.piments joined the
revolution, btut the Baltic Soviet Republics werw overthrown by the German
"Landwehr"which called in regular Nerman troops and the British fleet,
singe their “repatriation" is voluntary, except for the srall fraction
which are actunlly Nerman citizsns, the ones who will clioose to leave
are thoss who fear eventual socinlization of their projertiss, These
will get properties inside Oermany and will turn over their Balilc pro-
perties to the Oarman government; I think tho latter may use it to ﬁ, for
ray materials from the USSR without over -loading the Gerpan factories,




Then the USSR can return them to the Iatvion and Lstonian Jcvernments

in payment of rent for naval hases, or can Zivy them ta Latvian

roeasant cooperatives in return for milk. In any case, it will menn

that tha Latvian people will begin to own their ovm lands and industries,
mich more than they did befofe, And probatly, since thu transfer comas
via govurnrents, in n more soeialized form than they vere before,

¥You know that iden of sopcialiam without violence by "buying
out the e¢apitalista®, I am not sure that it wonld alwayas work, but I
think it can bs worked in the Baltic States, wiecre the big cn, italists
are Termans, and whore tho USSR may buy them out te aveld turmeil...
I mentioned this ides to mr hustind and he lau _hed and saidy "You are
a ood merchant, bu* perhaps it may ha,pen like that, thou_h it i3
not 80 simple as you sound?

= What I really 1like about the elimination of the Caltic-Germans
is that it makes the retritution fit ths crime,...¥hile Eritish
diplomacy talks of “ending Hitleriem" by killing, a faw millionm
Germans, French and British, Soviot diplomacy landa the ;ena'ty right
whers it belongs,. Cerran invacion of Poland eost Dorrany her oulb.osts
of Baltic empire, The penalties were not naid in lives of Cerman
poople cr in wvalues thodir incdustry had ereated; those values czn still
ba traded in for things the German people nsed, But the c¢lass whose
imzerinliat agzpetites drove the Zermany army befond ths Polish corridor
inte th= hosrt of IMoland, and *ims hroupght in the Russians..that class puys
by the loss of imgerial rivilu es buili uwyp throu b hundrods of Y82ards ..

Hrve 7ou noted that they are holcin, elactiops in the Soviet-
oeeiple? zart of Poland, in which evervbody aver 18 voles, regerdlcss of
sax, race, natlonnlity, relisisn, educsiion, resilence, or ,revious
activities" in a secret ballot, onc representative for avery 5000 voters,
for a ¥ational Assembly to decide what kind of future state they want,

Do you mind my eallin, your attenfion to these thin,e.They are
frankly one-sided, to Sive you the side thnt is buried rither dos. in tha
papers..s.eaelf you should be able te visit the Pavilion, it cun bi done
most guletly. If you haven't time, or find il inadviassble, I sLall
underatand, For I consider it yery dinacvisable to satirnet any un-
necassary attacks on elther vou ar tho President thage days,

L]
.

Ygurs,

Lz, G Sm.




Yo Inecransad troops
Year ®inland
Lierald Tribune,

ITULE LM Fliisaiy CUFGEE, 9et 11
[The Unlted Presa quoted forelgn
val experts In Moscow as saying

t the naval base at Kronstadt
ormally sheltered the best war-
hips of the Soviet Baltlo feet and
hat thers was no indigation of re-

tratlons

Elections in Westurn Ukradns
(Dnily Worker aes,atch)

MOSCOW, Oet, 11,—A western Ukraine National As-
| sembly will be elected Oct. 22, a week from this Sunday, on
jthe basis of universal, equal and secret suffrage, to decide
o | under what kind of state the western Ukrainians desire to
J clther on sea or land, near Finland, | rwp. Resolutions being adopted at mass meelings in western

4 Ukrainian fowns and villages are

Y
t
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Cedye's interview with Baltic

diplomats in loscow,

maskd ¥,

ui:‘:t Baltla v:::mhl hers ;;h:rlc' 1:“:

ency to deprecats wha
aldersad ::n exaggeration of the new
situation, Whila lilprddlﬂﬂhf'ﬂ’l"
elgn sympathy, it s sald the Itle
| pintesmen feel they konow ths Rus-
!-I‘.l.nl. Betler than the people of mors
| distant countries and consider that
‘tha M:u.ctlu il: le;;.d:::r .Umtn“r
naw s, the wus -
mmdp‘:r har Elfol:l'lﬂl and tha
gloaomy views taken of the fulure
jof the Balils Hinies go rathar teo
| Iar.

For one thing, it s sald to ba
asaured that none of thesa SHiales
has haen in any way threatoned by
the Baviet Unlon in the courss of
which,

shtuation, wera conducied through-
aut with full farmal courleay. L]
Baltic Sintes conslder that iney
have shown m capacity for dipla-
macy in recognizing that the Saviet
Union is in & posll to make car-

Thess States wers among tha first

e —

!,I Baltia 1o
Rgainst “indirect aggreasion' by

EY Timee Det 11,

In na way regratled In the Baitl
Bintes, It |s sald. To the Eenors
populace  “German’™  suggests
X & baron" —a membar of an un-
loyed class of faudal overlords wha
cgnstantly sought the aid of Berlin
interfering for thelr cwn Inter-
t In the national aifalrs of tha
Balta States and who are gener-
ally conaidersd to have conductaed
ihemselves In an arvogant manner
na mambern of n “superior race.”
The papulation consales Itself [ir
ihe advant of the Russians with the
Lhought that thers ia a natural Rus-
slan Muden:glm regard tha inhabi-
tants of the Baltic States as cultura] |
superiors and with ths general
Russian willingness to sdmire and '
reapect tha forelgner, ¥
Although it is perhaps regrelfully

+|recognized that the Russian price,

In the way of naval bases on tha
defond the Baltic States

sl§erably lower than what she has o

o -

proposing  that Soviel power be
eatablished. that the  western
Ukralne be incorporated Inte the
Ukralnfan Savlet Soclalist Republic,
that conflscation of landed estates
nnd thelr division among the peas-
ants be approved, and that banks
nnd Iarge factories be nationalized.
The initiative for convocation of
the - Mallonal Assembly was taken
by the Lwow provisional ecouneil,
and was supported by the pro-
visional administrations of Btan-
lalavay, Tarnopol and Luck (Lutsk).

An ocrganlzing commiitee has been
[u:.rml_ﬁj including 1wo Invited rep-

‘| resentatives of the Ukralnian So-|

| viet Boclalist Republic,

Election rules issued by the com-
mitiee provide that there shall be
one represeniative for 5000 popula-
tior. All persons, without distine-
flon of sex. race. nalionalily, re-

t| lglous cresd, education, residence,

soclal origin, proparty stalus or past
nctivity, who have reached the age

af 18, shall be entitled to vole and
| run for eleclion.

| The right of nomination of can-
\didntes was granted to peasani com-

are alrendy being established,

: ta nizs tb-ln::rdl‘t Uﬂlﬁl; iil. - --
eontl paaca Wi naw 5 2
1 m; = *-ﬂm b ot wartd | abinined for heraslf wilhout
L b thay wars sdcpling s sl mﬂnt to war, the Baltle populations
qwlm bt ek “"Lr compansation hers also,
| stdersd that ars doing so now, flerman Atinck Averted
n | But tha Ballla er that Had Russla jolred ths pesce
4 ":“ﬂl have h‘;l#h"’:l:l. Unian frant, they say, thers would have
e :uﬂlﬂ!ﬂ o sd tha letiar of | been an imnuedints German attack
its P“ﬂu- .Hm“' ia found || an thelr shores on Lthe tha war
trea it Mmlmmlmt broks . out, lpng befors the Baviet
10 “‘“-hh“- g ths Hoviet Unien ecould have construsted im-
pf By “Pﬂﬂhm.m ¥ that has tended defenss works. As It ls, *
r- | Saatial e, Imﬂl tima any they are out of the war and Russin
- n e tbmf‘lll moat and PrEs will have ampla tima
aditie Sad tmmul ta  construct formidable defense
lﬂﬂﬂllliﬂm'_ the M- Ger- ‘works befors any threat of war can
m lhﬁmf acles could coma Lhelr way,
m'mlwhd 3 mm wor Thess views ara eommonly ex-
Hince Bavle I“‘ mbu ad, ﬁ'\llli‘ In Latvian, Estonian snd
:Mr " llﬂ-'l‘ ml-“ h""““ v thusnian clreles. do not In
abou o Mh‘:l') ﬂ“h any way apply la Fin elreles,
tanded that “ll‘:“ reasan whare a far ter hostllily toward
"TMM any |otention the Baviet and a disinciine-
» | 3f faking mare, tien Lo comproamise on the question
> SSNos Hwe Sheen. Witee! Y raca I e soniiratasn
: 8 la na n hers of
¢ s m saneationsl reporis published nbrond
' Mh. m"'"m that the Boviet ls suddenly m
- genulne and 'm mm m-lul!:. s
' “i might buean & iy by N
= worss,' and RS- 5
. belng laken In Wu?u muﬂ-—ﬁ“‘ﬂ
an
' for natlve met Finnlah frontier, as previously slang

tain demands on them, conforming rmany, demanded as visional councils, fac- |V
N ri s part of tha mittees, pro ' 1
.','.;:f'.;“r'.‘,;“:?.: -ul:u. of 1:&:- %:::: Lﬁlu"ﬂ_”“ tn;""" ‘wished for n-l | tory meetings - and  intellectuals’, M
reat Britain and
on ths Balile as naval bases for their peace front during f;:":;;g conferences .
har protection. tifs Bummer negatintions, was con- Tiection arean and commisaions




Qotober E1, 1939

Dear Mrs. Strong:

I was interested in seelng
your reply io Mr. Dies. I had not seen
tho scousations wo 1 do not kmow what they

ward.

Q'\_'

B

Veary sincersly yours,

109-26 Ditmars Blvd. :
East Elmhurst, L.I., N.Y.
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Oetohar 16, 1930 ¥

¥rs. Franklin D, Roosevilt ; SN IR
Thite House ' : ‘
‘Washinzton, D.C. :
Dear lrs. R:ns*vqli,
1 do not koow how widely the accusationg ~ada ngrinet |
me kb Sinz §ius conviet Lolkin before the Dige Qormitles,
=25 elrenlated in Yashington, In case it reveted wau, I
erclospg 1 copr of the wirz I »r zoncin,, i
1 -.w‘-‘.aa-'s g~ch of us onl’ renlizes the full dra_wr of |
that Dics Committes whan we are ome by one [oeracmilly

att~cked. It is i b2lie® fiat if it kee,s on tlare will

not be = single rostessive unaveared by ther,

Ro;~rda,

Bt S 399




Oetober 16, 1939

Martin Dies
¥ ' House Offies Bldg.

'“ul:t“‘ D-ﬂ.

CATEGORICALLY DENY SING SING CONVICT MALKIN'S ACCUSATION
AGAINST MY AMERTCANISM AND HOLD YOU PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR
DIOUINGLY TRAMING AND PUBLICIZING BAREFACED LIED BY CONFESSED
CRIMINALS AGAINST DECENT AMERICANS OF THREE HUNIRED YLARS
BTANDINO STOP '!’ﬂ_nl.l'fﬂ WORST DAKGER TO OUn AMERICAN DEMOCRACY IS
YOUR SCANDALMCNGERING COMMITTEE WHICH ORGANIZES STOOLPICEONS
AND CRIMINALS TO SMEAR ALL PROMINENT AMCRICAN PROGRESSIVLS IN
QRDER TO PREPARE UNRESTRAIND DICTATORSHIP OF YOUR PLJTOCRATIC
BOSSES

Anna Louise Strong




Uctober 25, 1438,

FI--

Dear Hrs: Strnnéi

As usual, I shall pass your letter on to ay
husband su he ean nave your point of view.

I do not think the #ftory bout the Polish
officer came from ¥ritish sources. 4 toink
it came direct through our own Embussy people.

I should like to see your husband nd will
try to do so the next time I am in Mew Yori,
but my days seem to fill up almost before 1
realize it,

I am now on a lecture trip and will not be
back until arcund the miduile of Nouvember.

The tidng wunich is doing Russia tie most hurm
in this country, no m.tter how much we all
of us dislike the Dies Committee, is the faét
that Earl Browder and various otﬁar American
comwunists, are discovered not to h.ve been
acting as frne agents but 45 directed cnes.
This 1s as bad for good relationsnips between
Russia .nd ourselves .s the Bunl tie up with
Germany is bad for our relationship withn them.

It 15 one thinz to h.ve Americ:n citizens
believe in : theory of government .nd argue
fur 1t on a perfectly independent basis, but
to have it fostered uno country is not
looked u.on wit.. favor over here. :

I cun perfectly well understand how your
husband feels, but I can ulsu understand other
points of view, For instaance, I -dc not feel
a5 suspicious of every move the British people
make as you do. I know the Hritish are




selfish, I kno. waat tney nave done in the
past, nd 1l know tnat we way I'ini ourselves
opposing them ~hen it comes to th2 maxing of
the ultimate peace, but th.t does not maike

me feel completely comfortable anen people
trnkly admit having done: eertain things in
this country at tne direection of tme goivernuent
in Moscow. I blame tne Finns for naving
exec.ted 25,070 tr.de unionists, ifithey did,
but I do not blame them for being 1d of
being walled in by Russia. Taat seeas a
patural fear no mitter whut pact was offered
them, purticularly if that pact with muny
1ittle cuncessions would seem to faver hussiun
intluence.

Hov hard it is to arrive at the truth ~bout
anything} :

Very sincerely yours,
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109-26 DiITMARE BOULEVARD
East ELMHURGT, LONG IBLAND, M. Y.
HAvVEMEYER G-BET72

Ly ¢t 19, 10qe

o A

Phi - il
Ddesr Lre Rrosevelt, “, VLT B0y

! If 1 bolieved 4hqt Poli-t oM ierta gecount o 4he antran:

n’ thy Tad Arev into Palowné---n. ovan vour kindly ‘ux, lansting af #+4q
n1laged aetions as dus to indincipline of war--=I _Laul! Jdvo wy the Usse
and leave m hushand this very day, I think the t:lo is an out-and-out
‘1o, probably conveyed to the irusicent Ly British influsrzs 1 enp
orn Stats Department, for th surrose of invelvia, ug in w.r,

Jeel, ny hmzhand, wq ol the nvares.
workers =io want 1 for hours haking the: Rad arpy do o1 _ands
at a *tize =iion the arey was muah lees"?lscizlined tuan now,
Army passed on, lemving a few jusrds and the eivilian ar
lattor cnlled a villz,e mecting end for the first tegniy-Ta
no epseciics themsalves, not wishin, to ever-aws long-op, r
by offieial muthority tut +o stirulate thet pegulsr ooll-ex
vithout which no derocratic liburbies ars gife,..,Than, on

popular self-expruscion, local SOVirament would be sroamize

taachars and police,

5 in 1%19° ape

- |

rmacd civiliag oroand sor
1

Durin, this period thz uns
slint at by landlords, officers and iriosts frec ashush
hac many narrow escnpas---but even these landloid: wers not
trial, unless i+ o curred in actual combat, ¢l anin, ocut th
nests, The procedurs mas for the newly oryanized local poli
any such disturbers and btrin, tucm to trial, He ramenbers o
he eadght smi, lin, a lot of Browoings for jurzoses of insu
=0 was jailed but riot executed, ,,Josl gars the srocedurs
tabliched and the Red Army's entrance to Ppland was g0 clea
but a poliein, job, that th. Polish efficer's atntomant is
vith wary sinister purzcases,

Sinco it sesms so clear that cooperation of our
Soviet Union i3 +the are thing that hags even o 8li bt chane
war, and aven of reconstituting a Polund nhich shall be ind
neither a Cerman no:r a 3rittsh puppet-state, az Poland was
since this chance lessens with every hour thut passes and =
sone=-=-it seems to me the most Ehastly possitle erira n ain
to sfoend falsshoods which mar the rossibility of friendly
betwaen our countey and the USSR. lon't 44 possille for to
su_jest that several American corres ondents of rejute, 1lik
stern Poland to attend the elections schedulad for the 22
same tiru check stories about atrocities, and see who, if
I know, of course, there wars Ukr-inian Mazi bands whe kill
Rad Ay put them down,,,But isn't a swift and ,ublii check
the most impertant tidng that could be done Just new/),..los
does not nov eemsor forein corrssiondents’ despatches,.,I
vineed that the people in thess territoriss are froer tlanm
why else are nearly n million Jews fleeing to enter So

Yours with deep hepea--even

viat-

VAds

¢lvilian
1 atuocls,
e cays the
nizers, The

“r. hours fada
esacd fo.ul tion
yression

tha bysis of

d, vith

“ mare often

hi Laolfl

killed without
cir macaine-_un
cs to srrest
ng landlerd whom
irection; this
it 50 well es-
rly mot a battle
an outrisht lde,

country with the

8 of andin_, the

e ondent, and
Lefore, -==-and

1y even now be

8t humanity
coo,eration

¢ fregidont to

2 Codye, L0 inte
nd, and at the
nyona, did them,,
of Poles 1111 the
fu, of the facts %
gow, 13 you know,
ry4:lf am con-
they ever vere; wh
contiollod territery,

yot -for peace, e

s




;‘5 Joel says il you want to viait the Pavilien wilhout ths crowds, it
can ha kapt opan any aveain, after ten or on Lonrare bafore noon. I
ho,« you =11l see hir, if mot k. vvildion, b.fors e _n-3 hock,
¥ou ruy be intermstod in his remark . tlhis rornin,, --the unolfi-I;l
remrrks of a former Soviot diplomat at hreakf st "I think ve shall
not e aln rosums dicenusions with Finland until thay nak ua, Je olfured
them, =ithout any threat, 2 jaet ohich 10 mog necasnyer Lo thag then to us,
yot they cuose to ata e e ;anic and hurt our stondin, as ~unh ns ponaitla
bafore thd ~hole =orld..How hittaily thew linte us,Th t Paasivivi wag
Premier of the gfovernaunt that si-u_htarcd 27,7007 0f their ovn ¥innish
trode-unioniata for srmpithizing with us..let ther wait, Lhon,.It is they,
not e, ~ho rasd-trada nutlsts; it iz thay, not ", "hefell)] be ungretactad
&€ the war fleros inte the Baltie,..As Poar thy Znlkans, I think ma shnll not
bothir »=ith them if Turkewr opena thom to Eritisi e loaemar thora ara too
many unreconcilable salsrests thors. Shy halp King Cufel and thereby -
antajonize iin, Victor Zmanuel, unleas thereby =u kaej\rar out of the
Llack Sea? If "urkey decidss to cpen *hu olack Sea ‘4 the oritiul, iE
is Turkey and not we, ~ho 111 bs botrsyed by bucm...J Lhink we ;idlydow
turn ultenilon to Chima, ziucs -ritain and Praves aroe thdrwsing, -oul ort
from .ery, and Aserdcd Las lamg wull the tine asoisted Jiune..I think
1t i3 the Chineso now wla wnzed uz, 10 jedc. iz not 1o bo had in ata opa",

S

J

* la (leari ca- ‘-")L-m




g Noveaber 10, 1939 ﬂflw Iﬂipr <

Dear Dr. Strongi
Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to say that she
will be very happy to huve you :nd your husband
- come to lunch :4 the apurtment, 20 East 11th Street,
on Saturday, Nowember 18, at 1100 n.m.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mre. Roosevelt

Dr. Anna Loulse Strong
109-26 Ditmars Boulevird
East Flmhurst |
Long Island

New York (v]




y Zon 2

. TELEGRAM \V ‘
| The Whie Honze ("
27wume 12 915p ﬁmbmﬂbm L\ :

| : y Washington, D.C,, Nov.8,1939,
Mrs,F.D.Roosevelt.

Joel and I are at Hotel Lafayette. Would love to see ¥ou.

Anna Loulse Strong.




5 totel Lalham
# wov. 16, 19%

UBEr LrE. Aoosevelt,
vour. telegram came hardly an bour sfter . mailed
- : - my acceptance. SoiTy; better Juck next time. 1 um
sending this acknowledgement both to washington and ta : -

11th ot., as I am not sure where you are,

Youre,

[ o s,




Novexber 17, 1939

Desr Dr. Strong: -

I hava your letter of Novezber 1. :nd
am B0 sorry that I hed to change my ~luns for lunch
on Saturday, but scmething unexpected and unaveideble
caused se to do it.

: I eaa sorry too thaot your husbend leeves on
the 22d end that I will not be back btefore toat and
have had no chance to see nim,

I bope you con huve tes with me =t 20 East
11th Street et five a'clock on the 28th,

Verysincerely yours,

Dr. #nna Louise Strong
Hotel Latham
HYC




e
=,

ol |

o i

L
! I ‘[(U
Al AW
f \E
(CA,5 ﬂ&
: P
: : Cuty AL T
.LV" (o R r 14,#9 ] !'l
Q{.‘ tﬂ
4 Your lettors are always imjortsnt to me, for they show me
what views are developsins among Americap progressives---amon;, whom I
rate you as about the top--both ahout tha USSR ~nd abtout Amcrican Corrun-
ipts, Zoih in vour letter to ma and in Jour jrees conforonce you seem
to think that the Ameriean Cosrunists themselvas admit that thelr first
allezisnce is to Loscow, and that they take orders from a forsigzn overn-
mant to earry out in'ihias eountry,..I know they are midel’ chargak with
this, but I don't think wursr +thes adsit it. The only Wadwinaigna® of

this have been hy ax-eririnals, sx-Cozruniats, av alled 4n7 2tzeraditad
renple kafore the Dies Cormittas,

Cear Urs, Roosevelt, \59

; I had myself the chanco to chock *his s+=ewhat, for I was
among the manv guests ;resent somc Jears back at the Convention where the
American COmmunist Party adopted their present constitution, It was made
very plain that only Americon citizens could bhe zembers, and that only
the votes of the members had any binding force about the ;arty's yoliey,
They have, of courss, a great admiration for L.z USSR as the first socialist
country; in earlier days I thinl they tonded to wish tr "nlla7 +hat
country somyvhat mere slavichly than thay do now, But they Lave rozeatadly
denied that any "orders" regardin, Americn ara ever received from Loscoy
or would be oboyed il tHey wers received, I think in thia they are e edking
tru}hfuli'. I think their lack of understanding of the Soviet-Cerman Pact
for the first days aftar its aunounceront, shiows that the councctiony is not
as close as commonly supposad,

I went last night to their big celubration af tha 22nd
anniversary of the Soviet Hevolution- =kadieon Sguare was filled and coors
closed lon, bafore A--, and nicked up & pamphlet widch I Lhought mi ht
interoat you as Glving the exact words ofthat Zeaton spesch alout which tho
papers made so mich fuss.....] have marked it......r

We have moved into Lew York since the Fair ended; Jool is
preparing to return to Lostow, po8slbly--though nol certainly--on the 2uind,
He stavcd over to look up the utilization of wheat straw and corn-dtalks for
making building) boards; that iu what we were doin, in Washin_ ton when I
wired you that we were there, He has worked on this subject in his spare time
for some years, and. dreams of settlin_ down on one of the 200,000 acra

- farms of North Caucasus and setting up n factory to make tnilding, materials

from farm wastes,
L]

Leantime he has given me the there for my am:rican book, For
whan I asked him his opinion of the country, hs said; "It is a s;aciow land
where the human being has room to accomplish whatever he dcaires, lo other
land exenpt the USSR offers such great limitless chances,,,It is o land for

, the brave",,.80 "LAND ron Tap N:‘EE" sosme my thema for the book,

Y“".@_._Lﬁ.'_z.. %

Yo

P !.'I Ilnr.;h“.‘ m;ﬂ' of an aricle-by me about thijh'rhb?uri.n ?iﬂ-

I' ¥ :
- ; . il
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November 25, 193)

Dear Dr. Strong:

Illra. Roosovelt received your note of
Noveaber 20 and asked me to tell you thut no
one elae 1a c?ninz to tea on the 28th. She
will be delighted to meet ycur husband ot that

. time.

Very sincerely yuurs,

Secretary to
Mrs, Roorevelt

Dr. Anne Loulse Strong
Hotel Latham

28th snd FAfth Avenue
New York

N.X.




- flov '

p Kov 23, 1939 143
Dear lirs Roosevelt,
I ahall he very glad to have ten with vou at Five
o'clock on the 2Pth in wour I'ev York apartment,
Joel ia 2till here; Mo wow exjects ‘o sail early in -
Dacertbar, I shall not bring !::i!- tinleas I ha~r frer you

for I do not knor your planz or +hat othor Frosle you are agking,

&Mﬁ??‘w '

dotsl Latham, 2Pth 2.d Fifth Avinua

Yours,

* ey

"j#JEE? vdl Aot e ¢ e uqf“zl..éif v LSS

Al > |
'(&--ﬁf- ) ff?t el o plive <. . '




December 13, 1939

My dear Dr. Strong:

Of oourse, I have no way of
talling what is trues and what is untrue
whioh I hear or read, but ons thing which
Yyou state I happen to know is absolutely
untrus.

The President receiwsd ocontinu-
ously long band letters from Arbassador
Bowers which cams through with the seals
unbroken, When I read him your lettar

* he sald be thought you had better take it

for granted that both he and Seoretary Hull

- know & great deal more about these situations

than you evidently think they do.

It ia posaible that there are
pecple in the State Department whose attitude
would be unfriendly %o certaln groups, but
there are always ways in which authentio
inforpation could be had and both he and the
Saoretary got it and it is foolish to thinok
that either of them are being fooled by any
oountry at the present tims,

I am afrald that the situation in
Finland, though it may make Constanoia de la
Mora fesl that they should be joyous, does not
sssm to develop that way becauss no matter how
much you should want to be ruled by osrtain
people, if you do pot want to be ruled by them,
it doss not maks you joyous.

\ Vory sinosrely yours,

Dr. Anne Louise Strong

Laonia ﬂuugl
Bowne and Cherry streets
Flushing, L. I.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 12, 195393,

MEMORANDUM FOR .
LRAS. ROOSEVELT

You might tell Anna Loulse
strong that the report glven
her that Ambassador Bowers
" could not get reports and letters
E through to me is the kind of rot
that she ought not to belleve -- ,
) and that Bowers' frequent long- ' 1
“hand letters to me came atraight
' through to me with the seals
unbroken, She mlght Jjust as well
get 1t into her head that the
gecretary of State and the
President know a great deal more
gbout conditlons than she has
any idea of.

F. D. BR.




My
/’U\i
LL‘HEH e

—

1F Leonia Court
IL'" Bowne and Cherry Streets
Flushing, Long Island
Degember 5, 1939

| Dear Mrs, Roosevelts s i

Congratulations on your sessions with Uartin Dies and the three meals
with the young peopls. Perhaps you are thes only personm who could go up
against the Dies Committee and emerge with laurels, I am sure the whole
country appreciated it and that you can be leader-in-chief of American
youth whenaver you desire.

Josl has commented more than once on the enjoyable diescussion we had
with you, Regarding your feeling that Browder and Green are "agents" of
.the Soviet Government because they have reported to international congresses
in Uoscow whare important Ruseians also spoke, Joel saidy; "But
Mrs. Rocsevelt, herself, spoke in Poughkeepsis at an internatiomal youth
congress, Does this mean that any young peopls of Latin America who made
reports there are henceforth 'agents of Yankes imparimlism®' in their own
countries?" I, myself, think the comparison is a fair one,

e ] 7

Thess past few days everything has besn engulfed by the newe from
Finland. Neither ofdes expected it; at first it upset me terribly,

How, however, I am beginning to doubt the truth of those reports about
bombing of civilians. Constancia de la Mora tells me she is “very
Joyous for Finland and regretting we could not have had the same help
for Spain," GShe sald about the bombings:; "But I have sesn how those
tales are manufactured -- by correspondents on cabled orders and even
by diplomats on instructions from heme." I, myself, noticed that |
Ur. Schoenfeld's first report -- that they bombed the Malmi airdrome

and the fertresses in the bay and that “ecms buildinge were burning !
nsar the legation" -- was suppressed in later seditions of the Times,

since when the State Department hae given a sort of "summary", \

I fear I don't entirely trust the permanent staff of our State
Department, My literary agent -- also agent for Ambassador Bowers --7-
told me the Ambassador tried desperately to report the actual f
gonditions in Spain to the President, but thes permanent staff /
intercepted his reports, sven when he wrote by hand -- not trusting |
the official stenographer -- and tried to muggle it through by '
parsonal friends, A member of the Soviet Embassy staff recently told |
mes "Mr, Hull is an honest man, but the permanent staff keeps the |
facts from getting to him," I fear there are people in that department
who would 1like to involve ue in war with ths USSR. I am glad to note
ty the press the indications that the President intends to be carefulj
I hope. he will be doubly o, I enclose a clipping giving the other
gide of the story.

It meemes clear to me that.Britain is try to involve us against
the USSR through our sympathies with Finland. (I shall be interested
to check whether the London press has the same mccount of, the bombinge




which we have besn given; if so, I do not see why Bernard Shaw, H.G. Wells,
and the Dean of Canterbury all justify Russia,) Twenty years ago, Lenin
snid that Britain "has Finland in its pocket"; in the past two decades
Britain replaced Czarist Russia as the dominant factor in Finland's

' foreign trade; President Ryti, himself, was knighted by King George for
his ssrvices to Britain; the British organized the Finnish Army in 1924
and surveyed it again this past summer, Joel tells me the Helsinki
airdrome was built by the Nazis -- when they wera cooperating with
Chamberlain -- and was big enough to accormodate ™alf the Nazi mirfleet™

- and designed to bomb Leningrad, loscow, Viatka and lagnitogersk., Finland

has military airfields enough for ten times her entire sirfleet, planned
by the British Tories and the Nazis fur Joint use against the USER,

In the midst of all these contradictory statecents, I am glad I have
no lecture dates about Russia for several weeks, By that time I hope the
facts will be clearer or elss I think the lectures will probably be - E

cancelled.

So I think I must take my mind away from Eurcpe and begin to work
on my American material. 'We are all of us, I fear, neglecting America
through our distraction with the war, Meantims people are starving in
Cleveland; the old problems remain....... Have you any books to recommend
for a bird's-eye view of the last sight years, just to be sure 1 leave
out none of the important stages. I am told that the President's writings --
especially "On Qur Way" -- are perhaps the best, Would you mgree with that
salaction? Something which gives in simpls language the basic philosophy
of the New Deal, To what extent do you think that philosophy is etill

going to be operative under the conditions of war?

With regards, : 2 q :
/ i G .7 K. Arenln, wrtl I

grad Pravda, deser bﬂnhzh: hr:ﬂ:r

the bombing of Vibarg. Bafors

flylng  oft Baviet alrmen ware

;:rnld, he says, that If & single

! mbk hit the houses of clvilisna

they would be seversly punished

I, Over Vivarg alrfleld, ha says, g

£ ur: no other planes aloft) In sev-

o3 .- minutes the alrflald went up

.7 In smoke and the bulldings wers i

u!ulupod In flamen.* 3

| “The electrie power station,” ha

)
T wou
i Id have bombed it, Iy |

1o the suffering Finnish pec 4
whan tha Eﬂ:\c station will be
Bombing of Viborg, Russian feeded Dby the workers in one of
lggest in Finland,™
account, from New York . Only Cable
5 Times, December 5, 193% Tnatead, he sayw, mm’
[ s ply "“i A L1} ‘l:;

power statlon to the defenses, re-
wi loss,




Decsuber 29, 193

My dear Dr, Btrong:

I think that the people who are
iavestigating the Minneapolis strike hove
tried to do # in a fair wmay. I know that
Justioe is not always done and there may be
injustices in this oase, but I am quite sure
that the departrent under Mr, Murphy is on
the whole trying to be liberal and fair,

I do not feel that I know enough
about thes whols Minneapolia situation to

pass judgnent as to what has happened thers
in the se trlull

I 4id not exclude American
Sommunists from their rights under the Bill
of Rights. Of course, they have a right to
be communists and to be heard, but Mr, Browder,
sven though the government apparently did not
take up his cuse as soon as it should, in his
own spesech seemed to me to ostate that he owed
his first allegiance toc Russis rather than to
the United States. In addition to that, he
falsified his pmssports for some reascn which
may have sessied valid to him. I am told, for
instehos, that he says that people like
Mr. J. P. Morgan do nos always bave their names
oo the passenger lists of ships, but they do
not falsify passports and 1t is different
to ask a steanship line t0 leave your name
off or to try to fool your government.
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1 made mo implication whatscsver

about Mr. Oerson as I know nothing about him.
1 answered a question I wus asked - it was
whether I thought that some ome who hald
allesgience to another country and who was &
communist and who statsd his primary interest
was in sncther country, should hold public office.
1 replisd that he should not be appointed to
publio of fice and I still belisve that. In
answer to a ssoond question, about Mr. Qerson,
I stated that I knew nothing gbout him and,
therefore, could not answer, but that communists
who are Aseriocans and who are willing to operate
under our laws, have to lsarn that there is a
fundapental (ifference between demoorady and
ocommuniss. They may not say 80 in their
gonstitution and by-laws, tut they know that
thare is bsocause we olearly recognize the right
of perscnal proparty apd ocommunism does not.
If they are Ameriocan oitizens, they must be
willing to ablde by our demooratie form of
government, agresing that in an ordsrly fashion,
as we amend mll of our laws, wa will some day
have to amend our constitution i1r it bacomes an
acgepted deasire of the American peopls to do so.
They are only forelgn agents if they do not aooept
this method of work, and if they work aceording
to directions from another country, Russia or

i sny othar, of cpurse, and report to Ruasia on
what they are dolng here.

(/ Mmﬂdumpﬂmuwmuu
= n.mﬂnm-uwmnmwuw
my mind on what he has doos, although I would
have, of oourss, no Teason for refusing to meet
him if we happeed to mest.
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I have met many comrunists in the past,
and I would still fight for their right to
hold their omu views and to talk about thesm
a8 long as they did not preach rewvolution and
stuck to the demooratio formula of evolution.

The ™Netion" seeus to I8 to be saying
samething which had better coms first from the
" President. He 18 quite capabls of atating to
Congress, or to the press, what hs intends to do.

I sae no reascn for believing Mr. Latthawa'
stataments when you lmow they are wrong, but
I think aleo that lir. Dies has the right to
investigate whatever they wish to invesiigute
a8 long as they do a0 ln a proper waoner.

I will try to say nore olearly what I
believe at all times. I sear to have done it
very -poorly of late,

Yary since rl].;r yours,

Dr. Anna Louilse Strong.
Lecnia Court

Bowne & Cherry Sts,
Flushing, L, I,

New York




I replied that he should not be appointed to public offlce and
I still believe that, In answer to a second questlon,about Mr,
Gerson, 1 stated that * knew nothing about him and therefore
could not answer, but that communists who are amerimmﬁEiMO are
willing to operare under our laws, have to learn that there is
a fundamental difference between democracy and communism, They
may not say 8o in their constitution and by-laws, but they know
that there 1s because we clearly recognlze the right of pefsnnal
property and communiam doee not, If they are American citizens,
they must be
willing to ablde by our democratlie form of government, agreeing
that in an orderly fashlon,as we amended all of our lawa, we
will eome day have to amend our constitution if it becomes an
accepted deslre of the American peé;{g:? They are only foreign
agents 1f they do not accept thils mathod of work and 1f they

AL ER
work according to directions from another country, Russia of

il
course, and report to Russla on what they are duing here,

There would be ndtpuint in my meetigg Mr, Browder because he
could not in any way change my mind on what he has done, although
I would have, of course, no reason for refusing to meet him if

we happened to meet.

I have met many communiste in the past, and I would still fight
for thelr right to hold their own views and to talk about them
as long as they did not preach revolution and stuck to.the

! ( -
gl

3 The lln‘-l:iun Ill'lll to me to be saylgg something which hai better

come first from the President, He 1s quite capable of stating
to Congress, or to the press, what he intends to do.




Btrong:

I think that the people who are investigating the Minneapolls
strike have tried to do so in a falr way. 1 know that Justlce
is not always done and there may be injustices in this case, but
I am quite sure that the department under Mr. Murphy is on the

whole trying to be liberal and falr,

1 do not feel that I know enough about the whole Minneapolls
aituation to pass Judgment as to what has happened there in

these trials,

I did not exclude Amerlcan communiste from thelr rights under
the Bill of Rights., Of unﬁrae, they have a right to be
communiste and to be heard, but Mr, Browder, even though thé
govercment apparently did not take up his case assoon as it
should, in his own speech seemed To me to state that he owed

his first alleglance to Russia rather than to the ﬁ.s. In
additlon to that he falslfled his passports for some reason
whirh may have seemed gam vallid to him. I am told for lnatance,

that he says that people like Mr, J.P, Morgan do not always have

a

thelr names on the pasgenger llsts 9f‘ahipa but theyigo not
dlfrerendi# askipg a
falailfy passporte and it lg gquide—n ttl!lz-uxx:htngx:IXllkxlx

steamship line to leave your name off, -nad tryde to fool your

government,

1 made no implication whatsoever about Mr, Gerson as I know
nothing about him, I answered a question 1 wae asked - 1t
was whether I thought that some one who held alleglence to -

another country and who was a communist and who gtauted his

primary interest wa:ttn another country, should hpla public office,




-t I gee no reason for belleving Mr, Matthews' statements when

you know \:he':.rj}ra wrong, but I think also that Mr, Dies -and>

-« Jatethews haf® the right to investigate whatever they wish

to investligale as long as they do so 1n a proper manner,

I will try to eay more clearly what 1 believe at all times,

I seem to have done 1t very poorly of late,
E.R.
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Flushing, L. I,

Dedembar 1R, 1939

Daar lrs. Roosevelt;

Thank,.vou very much for the information about Lr, Bowers, I am
especinlly glad to be set right, not because of the one item--which
I quoted to no one by yourself--but hecause of the 1light shed on the
unreliable character of the literary agent who misinformed ma,

I agree with you that cne cannot feel " joyous" over Finland. 1
think I did wrong in repeating, even to you, that brief--and perha.s
temporary--reaction of Constancia, Like you, I am deeply distressad 3
by the sufferinge of the Finnish peoplesereseBut 1 have at last
succeeded in pulling my thoughts away from Zurope and in working on
the first draft of my New Deal material. The book's _robable title
ing "LAND FON THE BRAVE". What seems tc you to have happensd to the
New Deal for which a few months ago we were fighting? How muoeh do
you think there is going to be laft of it? Is it merely tkat my owm
nttention kae wandered towards the war in Europs, and on coming back, _
is shocked by soms of what I see? For instance, by the mass trials
taking place in Uinneagolis, for "comsgiracy to intimidate", where 163
WPA strikeras, one third of them womon, find that picketing has become
a federal offense, I saw those women weeping last July becnuse they
thought they had heen struggling to help Roosevelt, in op,osing ths
Woodrum Bill, Mow they are being convicted in large numbers for their
organized protest to the government,

What has worried me most this last week has been some of the things
you yourself have said or written. I welcomed your criticism of the
Dies Committes and your fine championship of the Bill of Rights. Was I
wrong, however, in feeling that in those very paragraphs you are
beginning to exclude the Communists from its benefits? 4Jhen 1 last saw
you, vou said you would "bellow for their rights to be heard". MNow your v
column seems to put "Communiets, Communist fronts and Communist trans=
miseion balta" (the last includes ¥als College, since it nllowed Browder I
to speak therel) in a differsnt category from "perfectly innocent people”,
I took this as rather unintentional until I saw what seems to Le your : |
implication of Mr. Gerson as a "foreign agent”, I have met Lr. Gerson |
only once, but I know that Burrough President Isaacs defended him against I
the reactiomaries ns a good citizen and an honest, efficient official,
He will no longer—bte able, I think, to dafend him against you,

Do you really consider 'tiht Communists are "foreign agents”} Or were
your words somewhmt twisted in the mtter of Vr, Gerson? Don't you think
that before publicly declaring them "foreign agents" you owe them the
right you youreelf amsked for everyone--to be canfronted with the evidencei
Should you not, at least meet Mr., Browder or some leading Communist in
making up your mind? Your column implies that you might hesitate to
meat such a person, ' R

This ‘I:hﬂll_‘thil![ saama to me terribly important and terribly dangerous.




=p=

Every country that has mniiched into fnocism has begun by denying ri_hts to the
Communists, then to left wing trade unionists, then to all others. That is why
their rights seem to me sp tremendously essential., If I have imputed to you more
than you meant in thoss jublished utterrnces I ajologize in advance, but I am
startled when The HNation says that the Preaidant intends to huve Congress outlaw
the Comrunists. Cesrtainly the resent drive agninst them, ths bringing up of
ancient charzea long known te the [ovarnrent, the fixing of high bails, ete,,
soama to be the baginning of a move in that direction, That is why I am dis-
tresssd to sce vou nlso apenrantly moving toward the convietion that they should
be outlaws?, For I am convineed that once this happens, the CIC will follow, than
the libernle, and then we shall plunge hendleng into fascism and war,

Have you sver seen the constitulion of thes Communist Pariy? I am sending you
a copy, marking ;laces that sesm to me important, 1 was prasent twe vaars aje
with hundrads gf other guests at the National Convention which adopted it. 1 sow
a lon: democratie discussion ex ressing obvious satisfaction by delegsiss from
211 stnteas in the union as they mds it crystal elear thal tiher re udinted "forcs
and viclenece®, that thay defended the Ameriecan Constitutiom, that tiey took orders
anly from their o'n democratically alected National Conventlon, not from any
forei:n cerson or power. The constiiution thus ndo ted, wiich becomsa tha
arforceahls 1w of the organization, cannot he dismdssad wa 4 ‘ried.

I don't doubt the roverant had at tho otert rany discreditadls elerunfs, Ll
mich movamants kave, The LaFolletta Zomrittes found fhsat Lhe aute rorkers in
®int, whan first organized, hnd Genernl lotors s.ioss in one-ilird of thelr lendln_
=agta, But this did not maks them nn agent of Ceneral lotors, cince throtgh
derocratie struj:le they throw such alamants sut aa fast ns discoverad, Sitdlar

atrn:gles, it seors fo me, Mvae talen place in the Cocrmunict Imrtyr aver a ertod
of yanrs, threwing out tha sdvecntes ol forca nad viol.ude, flLe erizdn-ls, th:
etnnl -i-pomst (It is svon alle ad tlnt ~ve of i rost rabld of *ls aarly
doeurants was written “vr n Darartrunt of Justiee acant fn-Ids tre jarty we 4 _ord

provocatonr), Ir any oess, why should ona balleve the ecollsetion of expulled
eriminals which Mr. Dies has brought together to testify about the organization
that expellad them?

Across tha country as I travelled, I saw that Communists in propertion to
their numbers were working harder and with mors devotion for all ths New Deal
Measurss than ths Derocrats did, They may not always have worked wisely. ho
does? They eapecially were working under the handicap that if they admitted
their party connaction it was held to discredit the New Deal measure they
:drg’mt-d. while if they concealed it they were held to be boring from within,
But their energy and allegiance was clearly devoted to the welfare of the
American peopls as they saw it, As to lr, CDrowder, I have never met a person
more deeply -Tilled with the American traditicns. I am convinecsd tiut however
I =y disagras +ith his exact inter retationa, tag rovlag 22ring <0 ais actlons
ig a fdeap lovs for the Amariean pue’s <o © emmesre "ar Lhalr wollare,

I Ene="that yoh ars vndey attaet “rancall alded ol dled Taddspeed
tiestiona are in% to you which howover you amcrsr may ba ciavowd, b I fear
that rour recant statamenis mur make rou one of the &dal sarsrwy quoted in
=hnt nasra to 78 a dangsrous attazpt to de rive 1ha Comauniaty of the suelter
of thy D111 of Rightas '

VYery sineerely yvours, with =arm reZarcas,

Yoo Lo S




P § The radio just brings news that the 200,000 Spsniards in France are to
he s ent foreibly back to Franco, and that 30,000 of them---the bast rfi‘hters
for democracy sean in ocur seneration---will face a firin, sjuad,..isn't tisre
anything at all that ocur governmant und ocur Hed Cross, which coule act so
quickly for Finland, can do for these peoyls whe fine the ultimate

penalty for their loyalty to tis Aejublic... :

“
]




Janusry 2, 1940

Dear [r. Strongi

I guve your let'er of Deceaber 21 to tue
President and he tells me that other voluues ol
hia papers are belng prepared for Subld cation.
They will :0' come out, however, for another
Year.

Thank you very much for your expresslon
of good wishes for the Christmes scason.

Very alncerely yuurs,

Lo
Cherry and Bowne Streets
Flushifg




THE WHITE HOUSE
’ WASHINGTOM

Deceuwber 235, 1870,

LUELORANDUL FOR

wh3, ADOBEVELT

Tell Luicr ather V']l:l.'.f:li::! ore
in oreparation but probebly will

not come out for a year.

F. D. R.
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Leonin Court
i Cherry and Hownsy Streests
‘ Flushing, Long Island
. ¢ December 21, 1939

I
1

Dear Mras, Hoosavalt,

I was delighted to learn last night from a friend arriving
from Minneapolis, that the trials of the 163 people arrested in
connaction with the WPA strike last July are mnot proceeding
quite so ruthlessly as I judged from the article in the lNew York
Times., I gather that the judge has shown some discrimination,
1 that in the first trial he directed tha dismissal of charges
against one man--a known Communist--whoe had even been a leader
in the move to stop work but who had also conspicucusly abstained
from ancouraging even the smallest amount of viclemecs or inter-
forence with"strikebreakers"., I am glad to know that the
discrimination which should characterize the courte has not yet
been overcoms, -
 J 5]
I have been reading the public papers and addresses of the (1,(11: S
Presidant in that big five-volums edition issued by Random Housa.
I find them as thrilling as a great drama. They are also highly
ugaful in giving me the background of laws and official action T G
out of which came the activitieh I saw in my croes country trip.
I am sorry that they stop with early 1937, Has there bsen any I
comparable volume since? MNow if I cam only stop the constant
inquiries from my lecturs manager regarding the exact wording
and tha form for lectures some time next February, I may really
suceead in becoming sufficiently absorbed in the American
problem to finish my book. I'm inclined to think that the
solution of our own internal guaestions may be as important for
world history as the more spectacular events of Lurcpe's war,
Moreover, spaaking personally, I think that there is a good
chance that by February things may be so hot that all lectures
on Russin will be cancelled and that I shall not wani to lecture

ANYWAY .

Best wishes to you and the President for as happy a !
Christmas ‘as you find possible in the present state ol the
world,

| © .+ With best r-;nrdlj

R T < SRR . ¢ RS &




Jemary 20, 1940

My dear Mrs. Strong:

Bverything else seems to me Iimmateriel
just now except the faot that Hussia, with 180,000,000
peopls, attacked a small country like Finlend and
which makes me feel that the leadsrs have in acme way
loat their first idoals.

I have never guestiocmed but what there
were perfectly honeat people hers who believed in
communism, who had no ¢onmsction with Russia, and
who were willing to live under the laws of this
ocountry. However, I think that Mr. Browder hasn't
lived up to the laws of this ocountry and, therefors,
I am no longer interested in him.

I 40 not see why you should have been
disturbed by the President's refersnce to Hemilton
in his Jackson Day spesch. What the Preaident smid
about him was that he was the man to do a particulur
job neseded at that time and he certalnly was. He
built up the financoes of thie country at a time when
that was important., He did not say that Hamilton
did the seme kind of work which Jefferson did. His
idea was simply that every man who dces the job
whioh is important has a value to the country.

Very sinoerely yours,

Mrs, Anna Louise /3trong
¢/o Dr. 4mily PieTson
Cromwell, Conn.

oD
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care Dr Emily Pilerson
Crouwall, Comm.
January 15, 1940

Dear Mrs. Roosevaelt,

I am sorry that my letter gave you the fesling that you
had recently expressed yourself badly. 1 am having much the sume
trouble with trying to put words together in my book on america,
Perhaps the speed of events is doing it to us both.

They move so0 1ast that ovefore 1 auswer your lettar, the
probkems which seemed to need answer have changed. ] waited in
order to ask Lr. Browder about that speech of his to which you
refer. He sends me word that he cannot imagine what sp.ecn it is,
for he is sure that he could never have implied that his first
allegiance is to Russia rather than the United States, as that
has never been his position..This confirms what I myselt have
seen for twenty years. It is one thing to admire certain achisvements
or ideas in another country, and wish them fo- oursslves; that is
patriotic. it is auother thing to give allegiance elszewhers. Nor do
I even think allegiance to a country inconsistent with violating
a law, though tnen one must be prepared for the psnalty. Plenty of
people violate speed laws, prohibition laws, and before our (Civil
W#ar psople who helped runamay slaves were law-breakars, yet patriots,

There is no sense in wnich Communists uf america *raport" to
the Hussian government. If to report one's achievements to an inter-
national congress, even to one in wihicr,persous Nuldilg gositions
in othergovernments, is a vrime, ur Cyrue Acler does it, when he
reports to a slonist Congress; the young people of Latin america did
it, when they reported to the Poughkeepsie internationzl Youth (on-
Eress; the scorss of American delegales to the peace LCongress in
Brussels, presided over by Lord Cecil and pierre Cot, particularly
did it, etc. e tc. In all these cases, and 1n many more, people con-
sult and come to general conclusions on an international scale, and
then apply what they have le-rned at home,..To take secret orders 1rom
a foreign government 1s quite another matter; 1 think there is no
indication that American Comuunists do. I huve been present in
enough local, state and national Communist meetings and conventions
to be gquite convinced that their policies are decicea by the will of
their american citizen members, expressing and deciding policies as
final authority, as freely and democratically ws in any political
party we have.

You mention the (oumunist attituus' Lumarus Upo PuBiiad plapartyn
as something alien to "dewocracy-...all Co.wuniste recopnize "yersonal
property"; tue soviet vonstitution erpglicitlyd:fines .na protects it
in tn? form of money, governmsnt bonds, goods ot consumption, houses,
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autos, as well of tools of production for ons's own use. YWhat they

do not adwit is that one man s.oula own the tools on which another
man's livelihood depends.That is, they believe natural resources,
railroads, utilities, industrial establishments should be publicly

or cooperatively owned...What connection nas this w.th Mgguocracy"y
Surely democracy becouwes more fully possible when we all ownand vote
about our natural resources and bi. enterprises than when Yyou own

the factory where I work...I am not now discussing the extent of
dsmocracy in Russia; each nation builds from its own past. All Amer-
ican Communists strongly support all our democratic achlevenents, and
wish to e xtend "People's Rule" over our economic lire as waell, Even
this they do not advocate doing by forve and violence,ibut by politi-
cal organization and voting., Thev expect the force and vioclence to
come, not from them, but from the bi, corporations, whenaver the
people move to curtail their privileges.

All of this, however, seems now not of immediate importanca.
I think Browder will not te tried on the passport yuestion, nor on
Communist theory. A month ago, when the press and the FBI bezan to
feature this Lozenberg---whom only one of gy Coumunist friends ever
hbard of and wio seems to have had some local prominence in. Chicago--
as the "bi, shot" of the Communists, ana also as Ulusig 85,1008 and
counterfeiting on a big gecale, 1 sald to wy Communist friends: "Thera's
your Van D-r Lubbe. This will be & more spectacular frame-up than
even the Reichstag fire case, Charges oy espionage, sabota_e, treason
aainst the government in War-time, using your 100,000 wembers to
wreck our industries..That will be the line, combined with the outlaw-
ing of your party by Congress®. They told me I was "seeing nightmares»,
but a few days ago I saw in the Papers the ni htmares begin to coms
Lrue. I nave not wour contlucncs 1 Lre Litwiralisi==tiot aven 1 tns
honesty--of the ¥BI. Like all such agencies in all countries it is
out to build cases and to "get"its men, I remember the raimer days.
I think mr Murphy is lucky in ge.ting out before his reputation is
smirched forever; that was the rirst thing 1 thought of when he was
proposed for the Supreme vourt, that he would escape going down in

Tistory witn Palmer,

I am most disturbed, however, by the scmapping of one Kew yeal
achievement after another, with tue content, auw eved ou Lue initiative
of the President, #or the sake of building & war 8conomy; avery move
gince August marches towards that, I was ehocked by tue Jackson vay
speech, placing namilton--who wanted a dictatorship, a president ruling
Tor i1l e and appointing state governors for life--on a par with Jetfer-
son, founder or our d:mocracy...More than Jefferson, more t han Lincoln
even, the rresident won tne trust of the American people, who believed
he might lead them into a government truly wof, by and for tie people=,
ueing our great resources and capacities to provide plenty for all. I
fear he is giving this up to become leader of the world crusade against
the UsSR, hoping, no doubt, to help shapet he form of the world thnere-
after, or at least the form of the “Jorth and s.uth Americas".. But thie
is the road to long, long war and migery for Amwerica and thae world,

Yours, still u

to achieve plenty for alitgbcanfiq'n e ro el ol A ot LT

*

T thnemeelves ana tue world, g i Fude Streg
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May 17, 1940

My dear !Misa Strong:

I an glad to hear from you.apgain and sorry
that you will be mailinp withont ny hawing: sean
you onoe again.

I 4> nat think vou nead worry abont there
veing no campaign. Should we be attacked, of
coursa it might ba that we would have a Joint
war cabinet, but ws are hoping that an attack
18 nat that irminent.

1 hope your book is the preat aucnens that
you hope 1t will be.

I kxnow that you fesl that if the United Jtates
and the Soviet Union had Jo! nad topathar yeara aEa
this whola thing nigh®t have baen pravented, but 1 .
imarine you reallize also that thare were fundamental
d1fferences batwaen the two connants of povernrment, &
. which would make 1t difficult for them %o have a
complata underatanding. I doubt in tha 1ight of |
rdoant aventa whethsr anvthing would have Aetarrad
the man whd plans so well and axeoutes ao ranidly.

In any oase onoe Stalin had made ths Soviet-tazl
paoct there was no opportunity for anyone to Teel
otherwiss than suspicisua of such actiona which
aould snly bs dlotated by sxmedl and sacrifictie-
of principles. : Ea !

1 am writing you this now because I know I
oould not write it to you once yon were in Rusala.
I hops you make your yﬂ! nafely and I Ahall
1dck forward to seaing ¥you back in this pountry
at soms futures time. .

Migs Anna Louﬁ'ﬁs inom-ely yours,
Hotel Wolcott - ' -EI.'?“E 3
frzg“t 3lst Street
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notal wolecétt, 4 sest 31, WL
May 13, 1940

Uear Mrs. Hoosevelt, ,*{‘;jt AS

Every since we last met 1 have been working steadily
on my American book...at present named variously: "ky Uwn countiry”,
"Land Jor the krave", "These are hy Uwn people", and even "Bayond
Hoosavelt"....lt has been a long job, and 1 had to bury myself from
everything else to do it. Now it is done. Viking is publishing it
the first thing in the €all. 1 hope it will have a wood result for
the campaign---if there is any campaign. Sowe of wy fri:nds don't
think there will be any, that we will glide rieht into a Joint aar
vabinet, but 1 still hawe democratic hopes.

1 am expectin. ‘to saill on Laturday on the .anhattan---
provided the normal two weeks ‘schedule of wrs chipley for press
correcpondents' passports is working. 1 am going to tour as much
of Hurope as 1 can reach for this new FiluAY magarine. Not ths
battle-fronts, unless one should catch up with me, but the Common
reople behind the sar. Italy, Leneva (Leagus of wations--wnere is 19
then either Germany or tie Ualkans as events decide. aventually
1 shall hops to reech knscow--and Joel.

Une shock after another has been provided by suropes since
1 last saw you. Yor some odd reason 1 felt sorrier for the uworsegians
thun for anyone elss. svery other nation had some kina of choice---a
poor one, il is true---between yielding or fighting. They had no
choice at all...It seems now that, step by step, thare will be
others. Lt is horrcible to think of ali the Lusun agony toat will
ccecur in the wonths before 1 see america again.

I think that america could have stopped it, if we could
have handled our own "economic royalists". 1 think, if it were not
for Wall Street---its profits snd its propaganda--- the people of
the United sStates and of the UstR could have choked it off by refusim 3
supplies to both sides..But now it seems that our country will
spread it to the uttermost isles of the seas...l think that this---
together with the proesecutions launched against labor-leaders and
Communists on any and every pretense, will be on our national record
a great historic blot.

But however 1 may differ from you on these mutiers, and
whatever situutions may separate us still further in ysars montihs
to come, 1 want you to know that 1 think of you often, not meraly
with estesm but with & warm afisction for the sincerity of your
striving for a better America, >

Yours, ~

VIR O S’wﬁ
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June 17, 1540

My deer Miss Streag:

I have your letter of Jume 5. All you
8uy lo of course Nazi ani Communiet propagends,
E3 they weut us to atey out of the war,

However, we are golng phesd getting
recdy to jreveat tloir #olnyr any further. Le

ore determiavd Leare to potect our denoarutio
fura of goveruwaut snd our Libertics,

Very slucerely Joura,

Miss Anna Louise lﬂt.rung rlk
| ™




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 17, 1940

Hy desr Miss Strong:

I have your letter of Jume 5. All you
gay is of course Nezi end Communist propegands,
a8 they went ua to stey out of the wer.

However, we ere going shesd getting
ready to prevent their going eny further. e
are determined here to protect our democratic
form of govermnment and our liberties.

Very aineerely yours,

=g Tk
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- Y rome, June 5, 1940
Dear krs, Huuaefelt, ' i

I am about to leave Home for my brother's home in Uensva,
whare he is secretary of the sorld's Committes of the TulA, 1 falt
that 1 ouzht to pass on to You what a owedish woman said to me
ye sterday---the wcandinavians are a cool, informsd and far-seeing
lot. <whe said:

"L hope t he war will be ower soon. 1t will be, unless amsrica
comes in., If America comes in, then Gurope is finished",

"They tell us in america thut we should come in tb save
civilization", 1 replied.

"If you meant to save civilization", she ansuered, "the tima
W3E years ago. bBefore lwnich, bafore Hitler, even bsfore Versailles.
llow all you can do br coming in ies to destroy Burope completely by
a five or ten years war. There will bs nothing left here then."

"And if we don'tY and if Hitler wins% * 1 acked.

"gny kind of peace is better than five or ten yszars of war",
ehe ans.ered. "Je .wedish people hate hitler. sut We suw how the uer-
man people were tortured for twenty vears until they went mad..liow the
best that can be hoped is thatt he uermans 4 11 be more magnanimous
than the .llies were at Versailles...lf not, then we shall have to
endure fiw or ten vears of verman opprascion---not more. 1t will changm
fromwithin. 1t has hap.en-d eften enough in history..lhey can't keep
Laziism coing over all those different peoples,..but il yvou come from
without to change it, then you will be responcible for starvim and
d cimatingﬁut only Lermany, but all the countries of surope too",..

]

1 should add this, thut as 1 have tulked to people sntoute, |
the empressed war aims of .the alliee---includine the war aims of our
pwn diplomats who are moye belligrerent than the allies---ars so much
more brutal than the exgressed war aims of the Uermans than it is hard
to believe thatt:hey stem from a race that cares tor d AMOCTracy. ... To
starve the women and children of uesruany and ventral surope, to dis-
meaber uermuny, tohold the separate parts down by ull®e u armies of
occupation----this is what they all sa istically demund.That is a step
backward in history.....Germany is thebne maes-production country in
durope; instead of being subdivi ed by violence, ehe thould be producim
goods for a continent..l haven't hearc HLY ue Tl Fp%zk ol wishing to

disimewber the sritieh smpire, tlough it is & fus mor rtitiecial crsatim
than uermany is., Hitler is bad enough; but ahat vouny american ambulune
drivers, persons in Americun embassies, and American correepondents
want to do to Vermany is WOrseysssssvvsveThink of it Lor a wmmomsnt
bafore you are ewept away by war,

: dith great ragards, -

= o
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

May 17, 1940

My dear Migs Strong:

I am glad to hear from you again and BOTTY
that you will be sailing without my huaving seen
¥ou ance again.

I do not think you need worry about there
being no campaign. Should we be attacked, of
course it might be that we would have a joint
war cablnet, but we are hoping that an attack
is not that imminent.

I hope your book is the preat success that
you hope 1t will be.

I know that you feel that if the United States
and the Soviet Union had joined together years a?:
this whole thing might have been nrevented, but
imagine you realire also that there were fundamental
differences betwesen the two concapts of gavernment.
which would make 1t dAifficult for them to have a
complete understanding. I doubt in the 1ight of
recent events whether anything would have deterred
the man who nlans so well and executes ao ranidly.
In any case once Stalin had made the Soviet-Nazi
pact there was no opportunity for anyone to feel
otherwliase than suspiecinus of such actisna which
could only be dlctated by expedi and sacrifictiy
of principleas.

.I am writing you this now becauses I know I
could not write 1t to you once you were in Ruseila.
I hope you make your Journey safely and I shall
look forward to seeing you back in this country
at some future time.

| Very ailncerely yours,

T f(ﬁiiﬂkA~LA3‘ .




* P& [ have been three weeks hers ull over tha country in five towns and scores
of farming districts. I took all the pnotos hers.

Lear Mrs. Hoosevalt, Kb ol &
r

Up at the American Legation thay epeak of it as the death of
Lithuanis. But naver have I ssen & whole people so gwiftly and spactacularly
come alive. Nelther in the USuH, mor im China nor spain nor the [ew Leaal
1936 eleactions. For thres weeks singing hag hardly cenged, day or night,
in apunas etreate.

- 1 am fully amare of the panic that has hit the uppar clusses
and’ former officiuly with whom chiefly our Legation deals. I am also aWAre-
for they maks no secrat of lt--thutl our Legatlons have tried for tasnty
yours to compine the Baltlic States egainet tha dovietalnion and are annoyed
at having falled. Ho I know the imprescione which--no doubt honsstly--they
send you. 1 know Lhese impressions are Lrue for a purt of the people, Hut
1 think you should hoar from the othor sart.

1 think you hlpuld hgar of textila workers, rusbar workers,
railwaymen, farmhands, e=zall peasents who have coma to lifs in & 5uy they
never ki.ew befors...uf thy kerchiefad women in oiauliai who said to me: "Tall
them in Amsrica that we suffered long und now are ha;py"..Df the housshold
servant, aged 69, ratsing her fist in u big demonetrathon, saying: *I am
& Roman Catholie but Stalin is the father of all tollers} Alresady life fesls
battar®.

Last night beyond Palanga on the Eaacoast, where two hundred gsemi-
literats fishermen have just organized on thelr own initi.tive clagees to
gtudy "Aussian and navigation®, L got into un auto with stacla Vanelkiens,
aped authorses who since 1900 hus fought for Lithuanbs's fraedom L0 various
foras aund who now, as deputy to the Seym, is flghting for "union®...A
rallwayman and & fisherman stuck their heade into the wuto and faid:

"otasia Vansikiens, remenber why we cend you to komow. Uon't lat
that Hed Army get away. If you let the Supreme Soviet turn down out raguast
for Union, never show your face arcund here again®...haiwes, of course, for
ke Uoscow intended and organized tnls "Union®. But tha point 1 that it alse
took ‘root from below. - 1

"The masses ars rushing blinding into the Union® said a teachar to
me. "Thay hardly know why. It ls the inetinct for 1ife that moves in them®,
1 think they are not so blind we she picturss them, though they ara *l-rt}‘fk
lnarticulate..but it 18 reully the instinct for calf-proservation. First
of all, and ubove all, the dasire to keap out of Europe's war. and the
hope that the Hed Army can help thes/ kesp ou Ly

Thig---sscape from war--is still the despast hoyge urangthe pemsants,
"Let be what social syetem thay like so that they kesy ue out of war®, | huve
heard again und again...The cily workers, andg even lo some sxtant tha
furmhard o, have ceased thinking afwar sltogether. Turcpe'e war hardly aven
dppeare in the nowepapsrs or in convarsalion...Feople are sbsorbed instesmd in
the nationalization of the bunks and factories, and the land..

. Of course it is revolution..If you are againot.ull revolutions ¥ou
sust oppoee it...But for anyons who wants eococlaliss achileved without bloodshad
or disorder, this 1s the all-time model... "We ara going struight into

T
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socialism without firing a shot", they boast, "without disorder, without

even stopping a whesl in a factory". aAnd that is true.......
A% # ®AE K AR B &N

Certain things are, 1 think, incontrovertible. Yirst, nobody of any class
claims that the ded Army has dsown anything but correctneses and courtesy to
tha population..Upinions differ as to whather the populace cheered their
arrival..some say they did, some say not, and both weres proz:nt. From what
gather from all sources, it ssems that the people in swunas were at first
stunned and watched not knowing what it meant, since ths umetona government
had so censored thét preses that they hardly knew ths army was coming...Then
presently some began to clap, then some to cheer, then some Lo sing ded Army
songs learned by radio, after which the Hed Army also sang...The pesoples then
gasttled down to the view that these were Allles, come to protecl their borders,
and the prase next day (since the government had changaed mﬂuntlma}-cnnf‘irud
this view.

Nor did anything change it. On the contrary, the courtesy thte ied Army
ehowed to the population was a good missionary job...reasanls tell you that
the tunks stopped to shoo chickens off the road, that the tanks went two
kilometers out of thelr way to avoid turning around on a peasant's weadow,
that .the army doctors give free medicine, s free truck ridesgto the children,
and freae movies to the populace...l saw one tremendous concert by Red Army
amateurs in the Sports Palace, after which, more than a thousand pesople poured
down from the bleachers and joined in dancing aith the aray...They made them-
selves the bright, good boys of the countryside..and..they consgicuously
refrained from the slightest mixing in wny Lithuanian affuirs, whether
trade unions, elections or soviet organizdion. They were just there as
exampdaes ol noegind and well T:d ana culturad Lh2 LOViel yULlp M:N A3...
and hows many, miny, many Lanks tnay nuve....How good as defend:rs, :

homever, about a thousand Communists, Lithuanians, were at once released
from jail by the new goverpment, and began to organize. 1t was a series of
hectic weekends., First wekk they organized factory committees, sacond week
trade unions, third week the slections to the Seym, fourth week Lhe ceym
segeione, and this weekend they are~ taking over the factories...lhe Communists
were only the initiators; the thingf;ETtud—vﬁ'lika a snow-ball, Fresently
there were tende of thousands of people busy organizing, and 95.5 percent
of the whole adult electorate turning out teo tre elections...You didn't ses
a single Hussian anywhere about doing it...But of course, if the dea Army
hadn't been somewhere in the offing, the police would have smashed those
workers meetings before they began...

.Une thing you should know aboul the elections., while not democrautic
in our sense of the word, they are probubly the most democratic t.ing that
ever happened in Lithuania..lThese people are usea to elections in which the
Party in powser puts up the ticket and then tries to seef how muny people
it can gei out.. Unly the Kaunas intellectuals even dream of any other kind
of elections..The Smetona government used direct police threats to bring out
the people...lhie new government uesed bands, banners, votes for women, hope
for the under-dog, ambulancee to bring out the crippled, and continues
meetinge and cheers...There were no diract threate, and whatever threats
may have besn felt se implicit, the people 1 saw at the elections seemed glad
to be there. ;
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1 saw city workers going before dawn to be "first to vote the naw Life
in"., 1 saw peasants Lrudglng miles through the rain..l heard thirty yeur old
men eay: "We never voted bafore, Je wouldn't vote for cmetona, but #e vote for
the Feoples' beym® .l heard old women say: "Since they give the vots to
old, propertylese women (only tax-payl.g women had it wefore) the new 1lifs
has already begun®...rurmhands near the Gsrmun border sali; "Ja're voting
Lo show Lhem ovar thera"....flenty of peasants sald werely; "Anyway, it
can't be worge thun smetona, and the Hea army boys are not bad®...Hut thay
turned out to vote, whan they hadn't turned out for wmatons, ..rartly it was
that the candidates wxs were--for the first time---psusants, -orkers,
democratically minded intalectuals instead of the old "official® Lypa...

That, + think, was what they meent when theM called it *democratie®.
Again and again I heard: "Theee are our own psople now who go to the Seym",
Thase candidates and ministers of government were shaking hands with the
populace, instead of being received with caremony and bowe...That was the
"demccracy® that put the thing over as = great popular rally, with 95.5 percent
turning out.

® & & & @ F & & & W

Just now it ie the natlonalization of factoriss,..lt ie done with most
conkituticnal correctnese, 1hes Seym votes it , the wovernment arders all
owners, managers and workers in industry to continue working us ssal usual
pending Check-up by the government. Jorkers Commltiless inm @ach plant watch
to smes that the cmpitalists don't sabotuge or snewk awsay raw material,..
A new kinistry of Industry is orgunized, sets up eghopy in two rooms of anothar
kinistry and next morning becomes the genersl Htaflf for the take-over,

They then eend ahelr representatives ocut to the factories ons after
another----they had twenty autos mebilized for it in Keunas tooay---
and, on consultation with the Facta y Committee of workers, appoint a
Commiesar who henceforth represente the government as ownar...He dosen't
axpel the dirsctor, or even the former ownar, if the latter is actually
adminietering the plant, but he makes a complete inventory and then takes up
with the workers the yuestlon of which members of the administrative staff are
satisfactory as managers. Julte & numbar of former directors and sven a
certain number of former ownars, will be kept on the jobe, and may even rige
to bigger jobs than they hud before. But it is the most terrific "bar of
Judgment®, thie sifting o! Lhe sheep fro the goats by the opinion ol the
workers they directed---that I ever saw.

)

L
1l suw today & bevy of fifty cheerful girls giving their cunday to muking

inventory of the Gumi Huuber works. Une dropped an aluminum form and wnother
reproved her. "Take care; it ie oure now®, she eaid....I saw an "instructor® fre
the Ministry of Indistry (who six weeks ago wis hidin.out in the woods for

hie 1ife as a Communist) noting down that Gumi had ree materiul for thres

monthe, while lnkaras duober Jorks had unly enough for & week, and that Gumi

might be asked to help:lpkars®out...l saw the German warehousemun of a

Bwedlish raper Factory sumon the office staff "for the handing-ovar®, as he

put it, making duplicate coples that the swedieh consul might present his claips
All eorrect, all bueinesslike, all in geod ardasr, ' {

dverywhsrs these workers samid: "Heg the Americans not to bother us, not
to egg on war agalnst use..In fivs YOATE wa Can make hllhunﬂi*"blulrﬁm if they
only lsave us alone. The peasarts hava the oid fear that vermany will start a
war againet them, but the workers have & new Cear that america will bring |
u;:lm:! and england tosetuer ana sena tnem batn Bgainst toe soviets,

P Fonss. Sy ]

* ¥ s e




: LT

January 20, 1941

IENO FOR MISs THONPSOM;

lirn. Noosavelt will C:-

January 31a%, at 17 naan.
. . lira, O%rong will stay for ; % —f
: lunch. | | I

M, T.L.

. |




THE WHII'I'I HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MRS. SOM RVILLE:

Make a2 memo for Mr, Crim that
Mre. Anma Louise Strong 1s coming to
see Mrs. Roosevelt at noon on Friday,

the 3lst and will atay for lunch.

M.C.Ts =
n/{t{tf{?lﬁ##/ La
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I am just bick from Chins, heving
been the first American to tike the new.sir-
plane route from hoOszcow to Chungking.In
Chun king I spent three weeks tnc hrd access
to many genersls end officiuls who never sme
foreign correspondents but who want:d to &8k
me questions about the USSH. They invited me
tothelr homes for lunch, dinner, even week-
ends.,

I also Lrought bsck the most complete
eccount of the verious armed clishes between
the Eighth Houte und New Fourth---the
Communist-led srmies--and the Kuomintang
armles, that has yet resched the United
states. It wes rLiven me "Not for publication®
unless large scsle eivil wer should bresk
out, a possibility by no means excluden,

Neither the Generalissimo nor the
Communist leaders want eivil war; nor does
America, Lritain or the USSH want it. But
Germuny is putting up & very clever gime thEaup
through savisers in Tokyo end sgents in
Chungking. The J.panese, under Germ n
tutelage, are doing far better Fffth .Column
stuft than they did before.

Not the le.st among thasateupnna seem
to me to be spme smooth Chinese bfficizls

whose job is to assure Americens that every-
thing is Okay. Ambrssador Johnson lives on the
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south bank, a difficult hour"s trip from
- Chungking. He is for more complicent sbout
the situstion thin 1% the British Ambs eedor,
Sir Archibald, who lives where he cun more
easily see more kinds of Chinese. lr.Johneon
told me: "The Cyninere wlweys compromise
these things". Sir Archibsld suid: "I don"t care
who knows thsat 1 am constantly eelling my
Chinese friends that an increcse in the;r
internsl friction would be & catastrophe for
tiie world."

Chimnese of &ll surties anu clisses are
frankly worried lest civil wer breck itecross the
whole of China , relessing Jspsn for coniuests ’
in the South Sezs. There hive been crmed
.clashes for more thun & year now; euch side
blemes them on the other, but it seeus clear
thet at leasttwo of the generals who fought
with the Eighth Route were--while posin. as
Chiing Kci-sheks generuls, sctually in leag.e x3
with Japan, One of these wis recently e-ecuted
a5 & traitor; the other still cirwul tes, I
aleo think Germsn work wus behind the order
issued to the New sourth to move north of
the Yellow Hiver,---en order they coulu not
possibly carry out and which led to their
licuidation,

America"s position will determine what
huppens in Chine. It is therrfore of utmost
importance that our 5t: te Depertuent be fully
informed. I am writing hr liornbeck, wiom I
know personully, offering to put mny ficts I
huve at his disposal.

.
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I 1f either you or the Preeid nt heve ti.e
to see me, I shall be in beddk New York rnd
Washington &ll of nextweek. 1 reich New York,
ilotel Wolecott, 4 West 31lst, Sundey evening
the 26th, go to bsltimore for un evening
mweeting on honday, &nd come to Washington
Tuesday the 28th where I can be resched cire

- Henrietts Herz 2520 41lst N W. How long I

shull stay depends on several fictrs of which
the chance of aesiggﬂgéu is one, I must
lesve on caturday Detrolt and for two
weeks in the Eid&?a West, snd 1 must divide
the time between the 26th snd 31st between
Washington friends and some editors in
New Yokk. Any desires of yours would hive
right of way over everythin,,

Very truly yours,

i

lose Somg
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¥y dear Mrs. Strong:

I do not think any ooe in this country has the
slightest desire to "kill"™ the communiets in China, nor
do I think it is any of our businsss. e are concerned
with what happens in this country) China must decide
what is to happan in that country.

Uy own particular feeling, which is the only
one I can give you, in no way reflects the thought of the

Administration nor the thought of the United States, It
is oy own ides and feeling about Russia and communisa in
this country, abroad, and in Russla,

Tou tell me that you met no statesmen or diplo-
mats in Burope or In Asin who did not think the pact with
Germany was a shrewrd act of national self-preservation
from a war in which Wr. Chasberlaln and kr. Bullitt had
tried unsuccessfully to put them in and which, if they
ocnce got caught, they would bave to fight alone. I have
po idea whether Mr. Budlitt tried to involve them in war,
neither do I know anything about Mr. Chamberlain, I
loagine you are entirely ripht and that it was a shrewd
move oo their part, but because a thing 1s shrewd, it
does not make it right.

If Rusaia really bDelieves in freedonm of the
people and peacely she certainly would not align herse}f
with the power in EBurcpe which for a long time had been
curtalling the freedoms of its people, as well as oppresaing
crually the psople of another race.

Tou may tell me that it is Just what everybody
else would do in self-preservation, but many of us thought
that Russls would not do the things which everybody else
would do. We found rather to our disappointment that she
did and that Stalin is a dictator in sxactly the sames way
.as Hitler and lussolini are dictators.

You may be eatirely right as to the samll
countries which Russia has taken over. It sesas to ms,
howaver, that if she had had any consideration for peace

/ (/ {. ,/fJi |
2
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and liberty, instead of using her army she would have
satersd into some kind of negotiation and let thea come
in under her yrotection on their own terms and allowed
thea autonomy of government.

The Finns quite evidently liked their own
governmant or they would not have died for it. I
rather lnagine that Russia was glad not to Lave to fight
any longer than she did, even if she could have taken
more ﬂ‘r rM|

The Hussisms have a right to any form of govern—
zeat they choose to have. I am not critical of what they
have but I do not want their influsnce or their form of
governmant for 3y own country because I feel we have
more chance for freedom.

I realize that my country is willing to
negotlate with Rusaia and I hope we will treat thenm
fairly even though I know cur reasans for negotiating
with them and that we hope they will not ilve any more

ald to Gerwany.

Tou feel that two equally imperialistie nations
are fighting. I do not feel thit way. I Lelieve if we
have to cooperate it will be easier to coopurate with .
a free England Lhan with a dictatorship-gpverned Europe.,

I would be perfectly willing tc see the United
States deal with any pation in the world and I hope wa
would deal fairly and honestly with them, but that does
not make oe want them to control us in this country. It
1s not the Rusaian people that I have the slightest feeling
about., It is the Russisn government. I feel the same
way against the Oerman government, Lut I fesl nothing
against the Qerman peopls.

1 do not know who will decide the futurs of
the world after this war is over. I feel quite sure it
will not ba a "Nall-Street dictated peace® if the United
States has anything to say about it. ¢

Krs. Anna Loulse strong Very sincerely yours,
The Lee louse
Wash., 1.0, )
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Lira. Frenklin D, Roosavelt
Whites Houss
wWeshington, D.C.

Daar krs. Roosawvalt:

It was a graet plessure to sea you apd yat it laft me deaply unsstisfied;
you secuad to heve changed so much since lest woe mat., I wonderad whatler
I hed beea expleining my ioformation badly or 4f 1t is pert of tha changas
thet hes bsen coming to America in thy pest 2ight moaths whila I lawvs bean
awey. savoral times in the paat two weaks I heve triad to formulets in &
latter the things which I falt I hed not ,(uite mensgad to say. Parh:pe
ths enclosed elipplog -- an srticle by me in the Mew York Timss will zive
you soma of 1t.

bost Chungking officiels think thet it would plesss Amsrica if tiay should
kill off ths Communists. That is one of ths reasocn why Chieng Kei-Shek
bas besn dolag it, My talk with you convinced me that this is raslly your,
&nd s0 parhaps Amarica'’s,desire. You would use & softer word -- "supprass”
== but in Chioa today that meens "kill". A good many thoussnd of them have
been killed in the past ysar by their fellow Chinesss trouns. -I em not
agpacielly trying to erouss your sympathy for them, not even for thoss four
thousand Chinsse boys who wers recently slain, appersntly in the uct of
cbeying ths Gensralissico's orders, end who wara cherged with ths "erime™
of "plotting" to take too much of ths China sezcoast -- from Jepanl

The resl point is that if the poliey of killing Commuinists goes on in Chias
== on whieh Amarice will heve & fairly dacisive word to say -- thara will
really be & civil war which will not only relsesa Japan to go south ia full
foree sgainst British, French, Duteh and Amsricsn possassicns. It will not
warely be a fight batwaan nhiﬂn.g Kei-Shek anl tha Communist ermy, though
the lattsr tlemsalves have considsreble stresgth. Ulungking iteslf survives
a8 & goverausnt only bacsuss of its groat prastige as & symbol of Chiness
unity. If thet goes, Chungking wiil dissclva into chaes, with provineiml
wer lords all over Chisa bresking locse. Thea you might olso gat & new
Soviet orlentation in isia sven lase plessent to Amarice thern tla Euv.‘.at*
G'lrﬂ-aﬂ Bl.ﬁt| E "

I thiak did not at the time teke imsus with your stetemsat that our Stata
Depertuect 1s belag mousually frieadly with tke USSR, for China scsmed more
importent end luncheon hed beon enoounced. But I thiok 1t is & doagercus
self-decestion to thiok that our reletions with ths Soviet Union ere avan
normally "eorrect" mot to speak of frisndly. They ers csrtainly better
than they wers six months ago. But Amaries hes navar trestad the USSR axcast

- as & nsughty child which should eithar bs cajoled or sparked, We elweys
‘forget a feot of whick most Soviat citizems ere uiglly conscioumt That

# thay are ocas of ths world's major naticns which, naxt to America, will
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probably have decisive role 1o shapirg tha post-wer world.

whet surprised na mozt was your appereant view thet thair seet with
Germany implied scme specisl imuorality of ths Soviata, Lo diplovet
in Europa or ia 4sia thet I mat, thinks of it that way. MKost of them
think 1t was & shrowd sct of national self-prssarvation from & wer in
which Chembarlain -- &nd lLr. Bullitt -- Lad trisd to involve thaz for
yeersy and which; 1f they once got cought in;-they would lave to fight
ulons.

Ths Soviots would bs fools not to s oraciate tla traatment thay gat
from Garwany in contrest to wlict they get frow us. Garuuny racogaizes
their possession of ths Beltic Stetes et copsiderebl: eost to har own
intdrests thera; she i1s risking her wi:cls war poliey in Pulgerie to
evceld effanding tle Sovists. But amsrica allowms sny crook thet can
conive with e fonuar Baltiec Consul to Lighjeck Baltiec siins, and crrasts
tialr ceptuins and crews for th: erims of wenting to go howa, Yat our
Stete Lejartuent usder Lr. hughss racognized thoss thras Beltic stetes
£5 "ipalisnably Russisp" when thers was still scma hona: of raturning
thew tc & Russisn Czar, and they have now returned withoui bloodskad
in complata conformity with constitutional proeedure snd acid the
sathusisem of ninaty per caat of their psonla., I was thara end I know.

2van in the petter of Finland --- tho worst oces? ageinst tha Sovists --

Sir stelfford Cripps told ma thut ell tha Soviat movas hed bean in

"oacassery stratsgy" for esteblisling a defansible frontier, end that

they uight avan regrat "not having telen mors of Finlesd wlon thay

could, since Fiplund is & hot-bad todey of Garian intripue, _1 hava 4i -
evan tat upjer cless Flans who, though ccastltuticnellyjBovist, f:lt e

mors bittar sgelast Britain wad dserics than thzy did wiulnst losoow

for the war. I meaticned them not es ;iving tho gansrel viaw io Flalend

but ws showlng that thers ars many views bisides thet of "usaprovekad

Scvist egarassion" which you sasume,

I meatioa thsss things not io the exp:ctetion of convarting you, but in
the kope st laust of indueing you to raulizs thet pocpls who diffar frow
| ¥you on thues nettars -- like the Anericen Conrmplsts -- L6) QUt (JCI8SLT-
1 ily be rubber stamys of koscow snl truitors to ell tiings good snd trua,
It wes your sttituds towerd them sfileh I think disturbsd me wost, b.cou 3
of uwhet it prasages for internel sup.ressions hare,

I uyself resl, ca the Burcpesn,clisf of the Undtod Pross told ma: "Tha
world after ths wor will be decided by ansries wd tha UssHY Rael undar-
atepdicg betwean thesa couatriis, even anow, right really save thy weorld.
Io the for lest, 1t could stop Jepea's egeresion tri Cline's oivil wer
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a8 wall, ovan in Surcpe it could bring sbout & moca that would not ba a
"hitlar pasca”. But it wouldn't be a ’uZu Strost paucs slther, s 11 won't
ba dona.

You may judga such hopes es impos:ibla, c& utoples. BEut cea you reelly
- Judgs thew us dishonsst, s un=anorican?®

With very deep reperds cnd rueh sywpethy for ths problams thet rust todey
- ;arplax you, ; |

P z. \s’&m?

|
Fud. I did pot Lansgs to sse by, Lergeatheu whon I uws lest in was ington, |
as he wus leaving ¢o a short trip. I shill ba in deshington epein nast |
weak frow Twaday to Thursdey et the Lao Ilousa, cnd s bodog thot I scy |
sas him at thet tica.

-




March 15, 1841

Dr. Anna Loulse Strong
4 West 31

NYC
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4 Jest ol G
Karch 7, 1941
Dear lirs Roosevelt,
I think you will be intorested in s
paragraph from a leiter from ladane =un Yat-sen,
dated Februsry 18. ihe writea:

"The ¢ivil war in China is lLeing

‘tewporarily checked by the strencth of the

popular forces in China, both in the fora of

public opinion and of =rmed psople. Our foreipn

friends; both here end ebrend; have done vorvguch S ==_
to encourage the United Front and th ir furth-r

efforts, I feel, still remain an i portent ractor.

42 all appreciate what our fiiends in Americs have

doene so far',

It seems to me very hopeful as indi- * L
cating that the pressure of public opini.n, both
in China and on China from her friends in this country,
may possibly aet to prevent the threatened civil war,

Tith regards,

- '”.q;ht“
JztldAm Jj?i{rf{ﬁ?f ﬁt hr.: . (ﬂ




July 3, 1941

My dear Mra. Strong: : A
I reseived your telsgram and

must say it seems a little odd to ask

that we glve all possible moterisl aild

to Buseim at this poiot. v - 2 4 St 1 Y P

gy = --"-'*""""'.ﬂ" s g g Ay vt 0000 et ty b ¥ F
. Very sinceraly yours, "
(‘J".(- ¢ . i
|
I
Mrs, Anna Louise Strong it

-
yey Senfuiid SRS
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' td , SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., June 23, 7 S
MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT: Y

I earnestly lLope we will glve all possible material ald to
Russia resistance since now is our best chance to halt Hitlerism

" . really and finally.
/ ANNA LOUISE STRONG .
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“ dear lMrs. m“:

I bave your lstter of July 21,
and you seem to the fact that it
was when Rusela the nonaggression
pact and the soenomic treaty with Germany,
that Cermany and Russia together,went in
and toock over Poland, and the war started.

You ignore one other thing too, .
namely, that people are represented by
their governments , whatever they feel,
and the Russian government under 3
made a pact with the Hasl government under

: Louise Stron /
iﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬁmﬂ? Vs

New York, liew York.




4 West 31 NYC
July 21, 1941

Dear urs. Rocsevelt,

,"-
Your note to Seattle crossed my trip east
and has Juet reached me. Few things in my life have
ralned and phocked me more.

That you, with your great heart for mankind,
shoula be so cgllous towards those millions of Kus-
8ian boys who are blocking with their boaies the most
ferocious aessult of world history, end who in four
weeks have made greater smcrifices and done more to
c¢rack Nazi fasciem than America, britain and all
Europe did in ﬁ Years.

Your letter is two weeks old: perhaps events
8ince then have impressed you. But I watched in vain
for "My Day" to show some arpreciation of what those
Ruesisne are doing, for thempelves, for us, for Bri-
tuain, for mankind. When the more hardboiled cormenta-
tore say that Ruesian resistance hae made it imposeible
for Hitler to attempt this year an invesion of Britain,
I had aseumed that you ~unoffieially of couree--would be
helping launch some great drive for medicsl aid to give
at least a token assurance to those millions that
America cheerse them on,

What deters you seems to be a strenge illusion
that "Btalin made Ruseia ditler's ally". 1 know the
prese often implied this, But I never knew You were
80 deceived. Is America Japan's slly? Yet Amerioa
gives Japan far greater aid againet china than the USSE
ever gave ditler? Iy amerioa ditler's ally because Stan-
dard 041 still ranagna Germuny? Ie Britain sitler's ally
because the British Liamond syndicate still gells indue-
trisl diamonae to bazi war induetry? Since when 18 a
peace treaty or u trade treaty--even a regrettable trade
treaty--an alliance?

: Every one of those 190,000,000 soviet citizens
know that they never had an alliance with Hitler, that
they alwaye considered lazi-fueciem the ultimate danger-
ous foe, with whom--for good revsons--they stayed neutrsl
as long as they could, Russia ig the only country on
earth that h.s always been 99.9 percent anti-fascist.
They have no Lindberge. They didn't hesitute to bomb
houmanian oil-fields because of invested capital, as
the British did,

Even before this present battlul hugeia in the
paat two years did more to hamper Hitler's advanoe than




all other natione combined., I do not esk you to believe,
what . lmow is true, that the USSR would have gladly
combined to stop lUitler before the whole war if Cham-
berlain hag given her an honeet chance., But at leapt.
you must know, what the Pritish statesmen and military
men stated at the time, that Luseia cleured the Lermans
out of the Baltie ctates and stonped 1lor & whole year
their siegure of the balkans by thedr march into East
Foland.,. What other combination of netions thwarted
Hitler comparably?..ueantime, hussia gave to China the =
pulk of all the help she got for four years.

Today, millions of fine young lugeians--who
had so much to live for---throw thereelves eagerly,
{ae the Germans admit "fanatieally") into & desth
gtruggle, giviﬁg Hitler the first sericus 1esistance
he has ever met After these past four weeks, do you
gtill "think it odd" that Americcn anti-feseiste should
want to do everything possible to help them, in thie
first war that really has & chance to put an end %o
Hitler? I1f you do, then I have been mistaken when 1
thought that you wanted to smash ditler and beat fasolsem
mo:e than you hated Co:munists.

Weiting, in hope and appreheneiocn, your reply,

fovna Fomia th,.j |




Uy dear Urs. Strong:
Thank you so much for yo.r
letter which I read with interest.

Very m;m.

|
1 Mrs, Anna Louise |
al . cobt |

i West 3lst Street :
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Dexr Hrs. Roosevelt,

1 was very gratetul for your last letter becuuse
it gave so clearly the questions which have prevented the
American people from Teeling whole-hrirle d friendship
for the Soviets, nna since I sersonslly lLi=lieve that
such friendshin is the one thinz thet can scve the
world from catastrophe, it showed we vhat ny job 1s
and wherein I have be.n friling. .

3ince you found my enswers uns-tisfretory, 1
think that m--ne the Americanl people do. I rlwrys think
you express the voice of the Americsn prople, more than
anyone I know,...Some prople will tell ,ou that you are
more progressive than the American nverage; don't
believe them, You may know and expres: more, but the
bulk of the American people are progressive, even &8 you.
This lie s behind not only sour husband's repected election,
but also your own success as & columnist.

So when I find that you still think Stalin helped
start the whole present war by signin, the Soviet-German
pact in 1939, I know this must be & [eneral Americ an view..
I also know that the Russiuns do not believe this; they

wire 8ll convinced that the German-Tolich wer was alresdy
breaking, that Chamle rluinwpas eg.ing Hitler on through
Poland to Hussis ana that they signed just in time to
get out of & war in which they woula have been walone
ageinst the world,..For twenty yecrs they have hnd a

not unwarranted percecution complex, e xpecting the whole
world to attack them, Today I imogine they ere agreeably
surprised to find Britain and America on their side, in-
stead of helping Hitler smash them,..lhis fuct will, 1

think, mean very much-for later democratic developments
inside the USSH.

However, this ancient history is being repidly
 blotted out by marching events...The answer to gquestion=
I seencd to have failed to answer is coming in & form

- - h b
far widor Hhet Lo AdSctNa®ts nedotuif fidve feletouo"
very happy sirce he went, He will bring brek all the

angwers more cénvineingly that nhnyone else could do,
Mot only beceuse he has more chances than rnyone to see




the higher-ups in the US3R. but becruse everyone knows

he is honest, & good observer of people, end without

eny axe to grind excent the good of Americe and of the
democratic forces in the world,..lL myself, tor one,

would be inclined to accept his conclucions, even if they
went against my own views: I should think he had greater
objectivity than I and wider knowledge.

When *he returns, if any form of eid for the USSR
begins to be organized other than strictly of ficial,
(such as medical aid) or any publicity in behzlf of
such aid and of the edm'nistration's pnlicy of help,
and if there is any possible was in which I cen be of
service in 1t, I beg of you to let me inow. Mesntime I
am rapidly writing articler, and perhapns a short book,
and speakin_ occasionelly by radio. Iy tddregs for some time
will be New York uity, g

Looking forward to secing you so.e time,




¥

1 am flying enst tonight, first Vashington
then New York, to find out how bast to use my exnperience
and enerzgy for the new situstionXthat has come upon the
world. I should gZreatly a, preciate seeing you; your esti-
maete of the situction would help me decide,

As 1 see 1it, we hove no? for the first time
a zZolden chanesto smesh Hitler without the territic cost
I always teared it would take in American lives..ldistory
doesn't offer wmany such chances,.The Husslans are giving
the Nazi armies the first serious resistance they have had,

I am no militery expert; I ann't know whether
or wihere they can gtop him, but I am an exsert on one thing:
Russian morale. 1 know they will not ecrack as France did,
as the lesser kuropeen lands did. iven if Lopscow falls-- and
it is a long wey off from felling--the ltussians will fight on.

They have sometning of the guality of China,
It will be a wnr of endurance, and Hitler will not endure,
But Russia has, whet Chine hesn't,good war industries 2000
miles inside their country: ka_nitogorsk, Kuznetsk and
others, When I came home via Kazakstan last Uecember, I )
saw new oil towne blazing wey down in Asiam.. \

Knowing all this, and hearing Churchil: on the
radio, I was resdy to come east to put myself at the disposal
of what I assumed would be a mighty Americen drive to assist
the USS5H...But I had to go to the hospitul for an operstion,
and by the time I got out it seewed cleer that America, so
far, is less cordial -to Hussiun resl tance thin England is.

I should not say "Ameiica"; I w'an of course
that part of America that cortrols ne.s .apers, which in
1956 showed itself 40 percent against the President, which
always shows itself ageinst democratic progress, and which
now will swing towards helping Hitler amgsinst sussia in the
same way that they have for four yrars helped Jepan ageinst
China, even ageinst America's own good,.lhey nre strong ferces,.

. eantime & group of magazines wants me to
g0 to koscow *ur igun ns unnpna poeitgia, ~flyin. via

Hongkong end vhungking-- It would be' & ureful  ob, but I




au not sure whether it is more useful than things to be
done here.

pefore decidins I want to see the situstion in the Zast,
and especially to get in touch with those forces who a,ree
with tre President's statement thet Hitler is the main
enemy to be smashed and that we should help those who
fight him, Is it po:sible to see yout I shall reach
Hew York Wednesday evening and be there seeing editors
and meking decisions for several days,

With best regards,

k. :!31~hg;: E§1}{.0~;7

address Hotel .olecott
- 4 West j5lst
llew York City




November 24, 13.1.

Uy dear Dr. Strong:

krs. Rooscvelt has asked me to
thurk you sincerely for ;our courtesy in
sending hor the copy of jyour btook, "The
Soviets Expected It." She is very glad
.I.ndtu:l to have 1it.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Urs. Roosevelt.

Dr. Anna Loulse Strong

The fAentworth

59 Nest L6th Street ;
New York, Hew York. oS
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Octobe: 48y lo4l

pear Mre. Roosavelt,

I heard ©s,0u0 peuule cheer your telegram to the
Russian War Rellef, with which the Healson sguars Garden
meetinz opencd....Mr., Davies was splendid; I was delight=d
to Tind that in his anplysis of Soviet past hlatory---
treason trials, non-sgursssion pact, relisbility of the
EoUi&t'gouﬁrnnwnt—-u:ﬂ arraanw One bunar:. parcant.

Ueny people the.e duys are syreeing vho haven't
before. I have been glvins LeCtures recantly among
groups of foreign-oorn citizensi Czechs, Pole-s, Ru-slans,
Ukrainlens and others. We think or them as Americanlzed
and to a larpe extént they are. But they have deep
emotional hangowers from Europe which neve sejarated them.
Toaay that same enotional h&ngover 1z unlting Them, Leceusze
of the Rad Army's resistance ana the Soviet-Polleh, Soviet-
Czech nllisnces.

For inatance in pittispburpy they hea avaence of
“%he nations", with Coasacks, Ukrainisns, Pol:s, sw=uroes
all puttineg on prowrume, followed by ny s eech and e
#1890 colleotions In A din'y little Brooklyn asttlement,
the "Russian phristian Home", foun.sd by &nti-Soviet, enti-
Semitlc Russians, they had Russien @Hristiang, Rus:slan Jevs,
Russinn atheists ana Poles ell xkessdns mesting logsther
for the first time; they raissa §15.0 for Ver melial.

This eveporatirn of ola emotional barriara
or-ates &n Amaging chance for unity of (roere-:ive forces.
It will have its efrect in labor aroups Loos. They are 811 just
now pro-Aaministretion. Pulish Cutholic domen in Bus.on
have besn cursing their Carainal for ralain: the rellizious
issue againet Hussial.... Thig chanoe must be used.

-1 recently finishea & bouk "The Sovieta Expectea It",
whioh T #will s8nu wou when it comeas oyt next week...l
have also spoken onc- or twice on th?znnia....If et any

time you thinlk of anything more thut'l con do to help

promote the Presiuent'as polivy in re Russla--by using

my speocifl knovledse---fny moze than I aw Blresdy dolny

plense let me know,

Lo B S




Deceaber 2, 1941.

Dear Ure Strong:

I told ir. Thurber I had no
objection to speuking on the progran
with you, but I understend the Ukruniuns

fwl strongly on the subject.
Very alncerely jours,

Dr. hnna Louise Strong

The Jentworth

59 Jest L6th Street

New York, lew York. VoS
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< THE WENTWORTH = 59 WEST

1r
Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt, It

1 encloee A copy of 8 letter which I am sending to \
Mr. Thurber of the Detroit Council for Youth servic e, ’

¥eantime I wish to thank you Tor the wliee wry in
which--according to reports winich reached e in Uetroit--
you hendled the controversy which anroce there about my soeaking.
This is not & time Tor splittin, of forces bLut rather for
unifying them in the face of a common threst to all mankind,
S0, now that my bock on the Soviets and the unr is finished,
1 have especlally been looking forwird to consulting you .
sbout the ways iu which I may beet serve the anti-liitler cause.

You will be interested to know that my recent lecture

tour to thirty sudiences in nearly es meny cities has found
many formerly conflicting yroups swinging into energetic unity
behind the Administration and especially benind the Fresident's
foreign policy. What happened at the CI@ convention is only :
symptomiatic of whet is happening loecally, frow MNew England to the
Kiddle West, I note especielly the coubining of many nnticnal
groups; my meeting in .the 5t Louls Upera liouse wes under a com-
mittee with representutives of GeSerbisn netional delrnse orgenizetion,
the Croatian City Commlttee, not to mention sundry Russiens,

. Uxrainians, Poles, Mexicens and the offleirl representuti os of
various trade urions. The smae hus bLeen true in meny places.,

It 18 especially worth noting that the leaders in the
leftist orgenizations are working hard to swing & rether reluctant
rank and file into support also of britein; after uritain's meny
failures from Norws, to Crete--not to mention Chanverlain's build-
up of Hitler--this is not so easy to do, Hut I w:s maused to see

that, in the IW0O oflice in Chicago, nll the officials are
‘jfﬁ demonistratively knitting blue wool for the HAP to counter-
'\{ I‘ . act the slmost universol demand of the runk and file woaen
to knit _ray wool for the Hed Army...The unity attal ned
is the energetic sort that takes u: collections averaging
over & dollar a person for sll the srnti-Hitler war relief,

1 hope to brin, some of the lmpetus of tiuis .rowing unity
and anthusissm to t.e Internstional Festival next werl,

fours very truly,




A

November 29, 1941
Dear Mr., Thurber,

While in Detroit last week-end I le rned that attacks
had been made on your Counecil for having invited me to speak.
1 was especially sorry to note that some not toe scrupulous
people, apparently close to your Council, were spreading the
rumor that a letter from | rs. Roosevelt had led you to cam el
the invitation for me to spe:k. I know Lrs. Riosevelt well
enough to be sure tnet thie w s & misrepresentation, but was
unable to reach you about it before I left, I did, however,
learn that apparently some Ukreinian nation:zlists and others
had obJeoted, not only to my spesking but even to the display
of the Soviet flag among the "allied nations* and that the
First Lady's letter tried to encourage unity and moderation,
‘as 1 ghould sxpect her to do.

8ince no word has come from you I assume that you
have settled the matter your self and that the arren_ewents
you made still stand. I cans ssure you that in my reumarks
I shall do my utmost to bring sbout the unity around our
President's foreign policy which is so essential for all
humanity at the present time, Fortunately this is still
America where groups of differing opinions can, without
surrendering thelr individuel convictions, unite under the
emergency of a common casuse, Still ..ore fortunztely, we
have an Administration which ie aware that no vitsl, demo-
cratic unity can be attained by ejecting or denying volkce
to any of the groups that sincerely strugegle for democraey.

I shall expect to see you Friday afternoon the 12th,
A speaking engagement in ltimore on Thureday evening will
bring me to Detroit at 4.25 Friday afternoon, If earlier
arrival ig desirable, I can easily take plane,

Very truly yours,

P 8 I shall be in New En.land Tucsday end Wednesday
of this week, but the Hotel Wentworth will hold my meil.

I ameending & copy of this letter to Mrs. Roosevelt.




May G, 1942

Dear Ura. Jtrangs

Mro. Foosevelt hus maked me to
g thark you tor your rovent lotters and for
your thoughtfh lness i sending her the de=
vioe to nid tuachers in weloulnting the
doupons to be removed lrui nujur setion
books. She rogrets thet Jduo to har recent
Sbsence from Meshiugtou thiis raterial did
not reuch her in tiws fui hor to make 1%
avallutle 4o the loocul wu’'iorities befors
the sugar rationin; registrution heran,

- Very sinoerely -ours,

8 oretary to
brs. Fogsevelt

= 4nna Loulse Btrong,
Drive, -

TR ik ¥ g el T v S




' oJf f%‘
_ 664 Creek Drive f{;‘

Menlo Park Calif A
Aoril 27, 1942 'Cr
Dear Mrs Hoosevelt, (AN T

( s[w [ur ~ols

I think your "My Day" column may be interssted in

the device to aid teachers in calculating the coupons to be removed
from sugar ration books. .:)

The government has giv 'n the school trachers of the coun-
try a heavy, complicated assignment, demanding lots of calculation,
sach as: Seven in the family , 23 lbs of sugar, how many coupons
to be removed frome ach of seven books!...Tired teachers are going
to make lots of mistakes, and take lots of time,; leading to long
lines and a discrediting of our ~ducational system by irate parsnts,

A local principal of & rural school (who also taught
statistics once at Stanford University) saw his teachers struggles
and sat up most of the night devising a table to help them..I
anclose it in its essential form..(Actually he worked it out to
Twelve in the Family, and had each sized fanily on & sepArate shest
of paper, for administrative cofjvenience, but the essence im in
the table anclosed,)

It is at least an interesting example of luca}{nitiativ-
end essential democracy..It is today spreading to the county, and
may reach the state...I think it should reach the country, but thers
is not time for Washington to do anything. Only the press can do it
now; so I thought of you, (The school principak, for your informa-
tion, is Charles Niederhauser, at whose house I chance to be staying,
but he does not want publicity..He says that at least it should be
suggested to other principals that tables can be made, and that
it is now too late to do this nationally, but it can still be done
locally,)

With regards,

o fo.. S5




SHORT TABLE FUR CALCULATION OF SUGAR DOUPONS DEDUCTIBLF FROM RATION BOUKS

LM W &

The left column shows the totel sugar possessed by the fanily;
the other columns show the amounts deductible frome ach ration book,

NO,LES i AMOUNTS DFDUCTIBLE FROM BOOKS WHFH THWRE IS:
SUGAR ?Eu’:ijﬂ Fﬂ.:nui}.n ghrﬂ in Four in Five in [ Bix in
NOW HELD ¥ a. f' .meily o fa 11y ) family "
f (ne pound
} 2 Two lbs No colpons deddctible fro book#
3 3 lbs 1l de
¥ 4 1bs e ble from bobpks,
r 5 lbs 3
vy 6 1lbs 4 ks %qsund »| no coupons drductible k
1 T 1lbe no 1
« B lbs ook Four books| issued, no coupones deductiole
1 9 1lbs isgued 2, 3 i, 1, 1} 1,0,0,0
) 10 1bs 3, 3, 2,1, 1} 1,1,0,0 | Pive books issued, nonr d-dur:ft.
B et " 4, 3 go . A1 00 1,0,0,0,0
ju 12 1bs 4, 4 : P 51,1 1,1,0,0,0 None deductible
13 1bs " 4 . 2 ol a0y 3y 1,1,1,0,0 | 1,0,0,0,0,0
§ 14 1lbs = books 5, 038,2] 2,2:1,1, 101,010 1,1,0,0,0,0,
15 1bs 1ssued £ g ol gugiang s e T T o N R 1 o 8o o
" 16 1lbs . o YR 2,2,2,2 5 B Tt e 1 1,1,1,1,0,0
17 1bs PRl | I T S i o 8 o [ A o (8 B
18 1bs PR v | N 5 T T A HERS TS I T B B e T
19 1bs no 3,3.3,2 o T R I O [ %
s 20 1lbs s t books - - e IS 8 2,2,2,¢2,2 - - 0 £ B [l B9
21 lbs | {ssued 4,3,3,3, 3,2,4,4,2, 2ydyes 1Ll
gy, 22 lbs 4,4,3,3, e . I 2,e58,251,1,
23 1bs _ $, 4.5 P ok ar e [RCTRRRTEL s
vt 24 1bs . s L_sa03 ) 3,3,3,3,2 | 222222
25 low no books 3. 5,.0,3 3,2,2,2,2,2
dk 26_._11:'! . r ST issued - #,],3,3,3 jl'}l 2!"3;‘!;2
27 1bs 4,4,3,3;3 4 3, :%4e,2
ie 28 lbs 4,4,4,3,3 3,:3,5,5,2,42
£9 lbse 4,4,4,4,7 3,3,3,3,3,2
3 39__1h_'_____ 1%  IE SN s i ! 4,4,4,4,4 3,3,3,3,3,3 ",
31 1lbs \ ' no books 4,3,3,3,3,3
32 1bs {asued 4,4,3,3,3,3
33 lbs 4,4,4,3,3,3
34 1lbs = s . e 4,4,4,4,3,5
35 1bs ) A,4,4,4,.4.3
4 36 lbs e ; W WYL YWY P
|\ 37 and over | bo books issued unless s~ven or more in family. ~— = = ed
k- - = , : b e
*-fnui —_— — - S— — -
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April 30, 1942

Dear Mrs Roosevelt,

Here is the "sugar ration table" of which
I wrote you a few days ago, It is now issued by
San Mateo County, and is spreading rapidly through
Northern California, much to the pride of 3an Mateo,
which ‘has put itself on the map, ’

Stanford University has recommended it
to Sacramento for swift action and is sending a copy
to Studebaker in Washington--I think he is Bureau
of Rducation---to the end that the school system may
not be discredited by future rationing problems,
If this could have been done soon~r it would have xxxme
savad millions in actual mistak-s andin wear and tear
on teachers... I fear there will be quite & mess in
many places in our educational system next week,.But
some places will work out similar schemes and this
will savetrouble next time,

With regards,

Lws %*;fmﬁm

bt¥ Loas Lomitas
P 8 Por your information, it started in Las
echool, a country 8chool, but & rather unus: one,

e o B
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office of County Superintendent of Schools
May 4, 1942
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office of County Superintendent of Schools
May 4, 1942
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Office of County Superintendent of Schods
1 Vay 4, 1542 ¥
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Offiece of County Superintandent of Schools
May 4, 1942

EGUR I FAMILY UNIT

ngégn Detach Stampa 'I.Egign Deﬁuh Stompa
i 26
2 g‘* 27 j’:‘: .
3 % 28 T
& %; 29 . A
5 %% 30
B e 31
v Eto,
g =
9 000l
10 0011
11 0111
1= ¥ I Fir B |
13 % LR |
14 11 B8 }
15 1822
18 E2ee
17 2223 :
18 2233
19 2533
20 33533 ‘
21 3334
22 C 3344
23 3444




office of County Superintendent of Schools

May 4, 1842
FIVE IN FAMILY UNIT
e
4 - — — - —
‘W Lba,on Lbhs,on
hand Detech Stounps hand Detech Stamps
—_— ¥ E
1 26 33 334
b 2 ) 27
3 ig. 28
%
4 = 29
5 kS 30
8 “%;
* B
8
9
10
1===#-
11 00 001 36
|
12 00 011 a7
13 00 111 Eto, )
14 01 111
i
15 11 111
16 11 112
17 11 182
18 11 222
19 12 222
SO 22 222




office of County Supsrintendent of Schools

May 4, 18942
SIX IN FAMILY UNIT ' ;
LE:;EF : Detach Stamps Lﬁ:ﬁgn Detach Stamps .o
I i el 222 233 i
2 27 22 333
3 S 28 223 333
& -%-r 29 ‘ 233 3353
5 '% 50 333 333
6 o 31 333 334
7 3 72 333 344
8 * 43 333 444
9 34 334 444
10 35 344 444
11 36 444 444
12 a7
13 000 001 " a8
14 000 011 39 1_;-
15 000 111 40 -
16 001 111 41 e
17 011 111 - Eto, @
18 1111 | o |
19 111 112
20 111 122
21 | —111 222
22 112 228
23 122 222
24 222 222
25 222 223




0ffice of County Superintcndont of Schools
May 4, 1942

SEVEN IN FAMILY UNIT

Lbs,on Lbs,on
hand Detach Stemps hand Iletach Stamps
l' . —_—— = e ——a- T
1 26 1 122 222
2 27 1 222 P22
3 28 2.222 222
4 E’ 29 2 P22 223
5 3. a0 2 222 233
& “% 31 2 822 533
7 4 a2 2 PREE 333
N i
8 3 | 33 2 233 353
-
9 B4 2 333 533
10 | B85 3 333 333
11 36 3 333 334
12 I; a7 B 333 D44
13 38 3 333 444
14 39 $ 334 444
———————————- ]
15 0 000 D01 Il 40 3 344 444
16 0 000 011 41 3 444 444
17 0 000 111 42 4 444 444 |
P, X T = % e S e ey
18 0 001 111 43
19 0 011 111 44
| 2
20 0 111 111 45 %
21 1111 111 46 e
o
22 ‘1111 112 | 47 A L
23 1 111 122 Ete,
24 1111 222 .
26 .| 1112 222




Office of County Superintcndent of Schools
May 4, 1942

Lbs.on
Detach Stamps hand Deteach Stamps
o EERR  e B B e
2 27 11 111 2g2 5E |
3 L, i 28 (11 112 202 B |/
4 %\ 29 11 122 222 54 *b;ﬁ%
= ""__,.-
5 | L S0 111 222 222 55 ‘w_-_‘_w
6 8 51 12 222 222 56
] 1%_! 32 22 222 222 | 97
8 ;I '1;.‘ 33 22 222 223 F Lto.
9 34 |22 222 233
10 \ 35 |22 222 333
11 \ 36 |22 223 333 |F
12 | \ 57 |22 233 333 |
13 \ 38 |22 533 333 |I
14 \ 39 23 333 333 ]
15 40 |33 333 353 ’
16 f 41 |33 333 334 |
17 iaa 000 001 42 33 333 344 r |
18 |00 000 011 43 |33 333 444 I
19 foo 000 111 44 |33 334 444
20 |00 001 112 45 |33 344 444
21 011 111 46 33 444 444
22 oo 111 111 Il 47 34 44s 444
23 1111 111 48 |44 444 444
24 moan s % i
25 111 112 50 e




Eﬁzu ES Enunt:r Superintendent of Scheols
i |
NINE IN TAMILY UNIT

eeon. . g Lbs.on Ibs.on
hand Detach Stemps hand Detech Stamps hand Detach Stemps

1 | 26 | o011 111 111 | 51 | 533 444 4dd —
' 2 27 | 111111111 || 58 | 0804 444 444

3 28 | 111 111 112 3 | 344 444 444

4 20| mam1aze || 54| Medae s

5 30 | 111 111 222 | g

8 % 31 | 111 112 222 56 Z

7 -8 32 | 111 122 222 67 <

8 3 83 | 111 222 222 = =

9 o 34 | 112 222 202 o9 “nwt.ﬁ

10 3 35 | 122 pee see 60 o

11 ko 36 | 222 222 282 61 >~

12 37 | s2e2 222 223 s

13 38 | 222 22z 233 | 63

14 39 | 2e2 222 333 ] 64

15 40 | z22 pes sEs | 6P

16 41 | 222 233 333 | Ftog

17 42 | ppp 333 333

18 | 43 223 333 333

19 | o000 000 001 44 | 233 533 333

20 | 000 000 011 | 45 | 533 333 333

21 || 000 000 111 | 46 | 333 355 s34

22 || 000 001 111 47 | 333 333 544

23 | 000 011 111 48 | 333 333 444

24 000 111 111 49 333 334 444

25 “ 001 111 111 " 50 | 333 344 444
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Office of County Suporintendent of Schools

Moy 4,142 Ten In Fomily Unit
“Ibs,on Tbs.on 1 IEBIEE
hand Detoccoh Etnmpa_ hand Deteoh Stamps hand Letach Staumps
1 : I 26 0 000 111 111 {62 3 332 333 334
2 27 | 0 001 111 111 i| 52 3 333 333 344
3 28 | 0011 211 111 || 53 3 332 333 444
4 £9 1 0131 113 131 I. 54 3 835 354 444
o | 30 1 111 111 111 }§ 65 5 323 344 444
6 31 1 111 111 112 || 66 3 335 444 444
7 I 32 | 1122 121 122 [ 57 3 334 444 44l
B [ h'm 55/ 1 111 112 eea B8  m magtads gad T
a ‘% | 4 | 1111 112 222 | 59 B L4l 444 444
10 35 1 111 122 222 || 60 4 444 444 444
11 3 " 36 111 222 222 || 61
12 b 37 | 1 112 222 222 || 62
15 ﬁ% 38 1 122 222 222 || 63 =
'-b =]
14 o || 39 | 1 222 2z 222 || 64 g
\ 15 40 | 2 222 222 222 | 65 13
16 " 41 | 2 222 202 223 || 66 W
=
17 42 2 2p2 2o zaa| 87 .
le 43 2 222 222 333 || 68 |
1¢ 44 2 p2r 223 333 || 69
20 | 45 | 2 w0 28 333 | Lte,
—— —
2l 0 000 000 001 || 46 2 2P2 333 333
22 0 000 000 011 | 47 2 2253 335 333
£3 0 000 000 111 || 48 2 B33 335 333
24 0 000 001 111 || 49 | 2 3533 333 333 l
« 2B 0 000 011 111 || S0 3 333 333 333
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May 4, lﬂilz
heon . . Thaan
hand Detach Stemps hand
B e 26
2 a7
3 28
& é‘.’]
i 30
6 N 51
7 % 32
L] i\ Sd
) 3 S
10 ﬁ; 35
11 ’ E& 36
12 }& 37
13 a0
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15 40
16 4l
17 g
18 43
19 &4
20 45
21 | 46
£ l &7
23 | 0o 000 000 Q0L || 48
24 | 00 000 00O 011 || 49
25 | 00 000 000 11| 50

: Lbs,on

Detach 3tampa hand Detach Stoamps
00 000 001 111] 51 | 22 23 583 368
00 000 011 111 S8 22 PBE 333 333
00 000 111 111} 53 22 533 3L3 330
00 001 111 111} 54 25 343 333 353
00 011 111 111§ S5 3% 355 BSOS 585
00 111 111 111f 56 33 L33 BL3 30¢
01 111 111 111§ 57 B3 335 GBS B
11 113 111 111 =8 %3 233 3086 i
11 111 111 112 59 35 333 355 244
11 111 111 12z} €0 33 555 544 444
11 111 111 =227 61 53 D63 444 444
11 111 112 222 62 B5 554 444 444
11 111 122 zo2] 63 | 53 344 444 444
11 111 2p2 2z22) 64 00 444 444 444
11 112 #22 2p2| B5 34 dld fdd 404
11 122 222 222) 66 | 44 4dd udd 444
11 .BE2 2R3 323" 67 o
12 222 2g2 2eull 68 16
2% 222 222 2og| 69 <
2o 222 2pe 2Es{ 70 :TJ
22 222 2822 233 71 "*"::‘,‘
se 222 2e2 3ol 72 i
22 222 223 353§ 75
22 822 233 335|| 74
22 228 833 333| 75.




¢+ Office of County Suporintendent of Schools

L e Pwelve In Femily Unit
~Tps.on hand Tbs.on T N SO S
hand Detach Stamps . hend Detech Stamps hand  Detech stemps
3 1 26 | 000 0G0 000 011(151 | 222 222 222 353
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17 . 2 | 111 111 P22 22267 333 334 444 444
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