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May 2, 1934

Ky dear UMr. White:

: The President talked to
me rather at length todmy sbout the
lmnhlng bill. 48 I do not think
you will either like or agree with .
everything that he thinks, I would
like an opportunity of telling you
ebout 1t, and would also like you
to telk ‘Eu the President if you feel
you want to. Therefore, will you let
me knom if znu ere going to be in
Washington before long?

Very sincerely yours,

| u{h?"“’i‘*mf’ : )
| : cnal Assaciation for the ; ;
Adv nt_of C ;
e o ﬁgﬁgﬁam‘ olored Pegple _
= New York, New York
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April 20, 1974

My dear Mrs. Roocevelt:

. As always, I enjoyed talking with you yesterday.
A e e VT et R A e

I enclose & meworondum wnich yuotes excerpts from
some of the unegulvocal pledges which have been made by
various members of Congress to vote for the Costigan-Wagner
Bill. I enclose also copy of a poll recently taken in the

Senate whieh Indicates only thirty votes against the bill
and fifty-two in favor of 1t. Eince the poll was taken =
.number of those listed as "uncertain", "probably in favor",
and "probably opposed" have conme out uneguivocally for the

bill; so that the situation i1s even more hopeful than on
March 23. I send these enclosures for the information of
yoursellf and the President and I hope you will discuss
them with him.

I talked yesterday with a considerable number of
senators and can best summarize their unanimous epinions
by the statements, first, that there are enough votes and
to spare assured to pass the bill in the Senate 1f it 1=
brought up for a vote; and, second, that the bill is
certaln to be brought up only i{f there is insistence by
the White House that it be voted on.

We ecan well understand the President's desire
for early adjournment of Congress. We very much hope,
however, that this will not take place until the Anti-
Lynching Bi1ll 1s wvoted on. Ihe extrazordinary action of
the Woman'!s Missionary Council of the Methodist Episconsl
Church South in voting unanimously in fasvor of the
Costigen-Wagner B111l; the activity of other southern groups,
white and Negro, such as that which led to the sending of
the petition signed by 10,000 colored eltizens of Loulsians
to the President, with copy to Senutor Huey Long; and the
editorial support of the Lill by influential scuthern news-
papers have steadily decreased the likelihood of an attempt
at a filibuster. According to present Iindications there is
even & possibility that some southern senators, among them

Wow do your Senators and ﬂ'nl,;rmrq stand on the Costignn-Wagner  loti-Lynehing Rilt?
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Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt - £

Senator Elmer Thomas of Oklahoma, may vote for the bill. Vlie cannot
assure’this, but we have been informed that other southern senators
will absent themselves from the floor during the debate. £Among theze
are certain southerners who do not dare vote for the bill but who will
not vote against 1t.

There 15 general agreement that the preszent time offers the
best opportunity to pass such legislation. Ihe country 1s aroused by
the great increase in lynching during 1923 and by the menifested in-
adeguacy of state governments fo cone with the evil, ss was demonstrated
on the eastern shore of Marylsnd, in Celifornia and in other places.

There 15 very reel danger if the bill should not pass. In the
first place, the fact that this 1s an electlon year offers a potent
political reason for pressing for passage now. Members of the House,

8ll of whom are up for election in November will, sccording teo specific
pledges which have been made, vote for the measure rather than risk
reprisals from white and colored voters at the polls in Novewber. Ihe
Representatives from northern and border states will far outnumber

those from the states of the deen South where the Nepro is disfranchised.

Many of the Demccratic senators and congressmen are aware of
the great strategic value of en overvhelmingly Democratic Congress pass-
ing such legislation. By dolng so they will have a valuable weapon in
the fall elections through being able to point out that what Republican
Congresses falled to do 2 Democratic Congress has done. This will be
especially true in the large number of northern and border states in
which the Negro vote holds the balance of nower.

I greatly fear that failure to pass the bill will result in a
serious increase in the number of lynchings. #&s I told you yesterday,
there occurred at Hernando, Mississippi, recently the trial of three
Negroes charged with an attack upon a white woman. A mob vhich thronged
the - court room and threatened to take the prisoners and lynch them was
warned by Judge Kuykendall that "there 15 pending In Congreszs a bill to
glve the federal government suthority to end lynching - if you lynch
these Negroes you will insure passage of that bill." No lynching occurred.
If the bill fails of passasge and thus ends the immediate nossibility of |
federal interventlion the mob spirit now pent up not only against Negroes '
but against other minority groups may conceivably be loosed with terrible
consequences., |

I do not take seriously the objections to the bill voiced to

gou last week by Mrs. Jessie Daniel Ames of the Association of Southern
omen for the Prevention of Lynching. Recently, after the Methodist !

women of the South went on record in favor of the Coctigan-Vagner B1ll
sharp letters were written to Mrs. Ames telling her that she would lose
whatever leadership she possessed in the South unless she went at_least
‘as far as the Methodist women. I do not question Mrs. Ames' ainnﬂrity
and integrity for a moment. When 1 talked with her in Washington in
February she expressed objection to only one feature of the bill and that
the financial penalty of $10,000 against the county. That, as you know,
has been reduced to the sum of not less than #2,000 no» more than




Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt - 3

10,000, I do, however, auestion her fear that anﬁthing done to stonp
lynching may increase lynching. The plight of the Negro in the areas
where lynchings are most freguent is so terrible that 1t could hardly be
worse. The Costigan-Wagner Bill, especlally in its nrovision for
penaltles against the countles, will stir to effective action the hitherto
gquiescent, property-owning, tax-paying classes who will see that lynchings
are nipped at their very inception in order to avold such penalties.

We do not like any better than Mrs. Ames the concession to the
states' rights theory which provides for federal sction only after thirty
days shall have elapsed. hs a practical matter, we must reallze that
there is still,in the South at least, much states' rights sentiment. Ihis
thirty-day provision quiets much of this opnosition. If we find that
this estops effective action we can work for the elimination of this
provision in the next session of Congress.

Hever before have so many powerful bodles conc Zo aneguivocally
on record or worked so unitedly for this legislation. The Federal Council
of Churches of Christ; the National Board, Public Affelirs Committee, and
the Student Council of the Young Women's Christian Associatdion; the
Catholic Church, through Father Gillard of Baltimore; the Vomen's Inter-
national League for Peace and Freedom; the Congregational and Christian
Church; the American Civil Liberties Union; the Writers' League Against
Lynching; the National Association for the Advencement of Colored People;
end other orgenizations are working vlgorously in every nart of the
country for the bill. The press, both northern and southern, white and
colored, in the vast majority of cases, have repeatedly urged passage of
the bill. e

I enclose copy of an Open Letter to Congress which the
Writers! League Against Lynching has Just sent, news of which 1s to be
released to the press on Bunday.

Finally, fhare is a great deal of support which is not visible
on the surfece. As told you yesterday, we have not stressed the
provision in Section 5 of the bill for finaneial nenalties not only in
the cases where death ensues but where ph{sical injury 1s done to the
victim other than death. This clause will be very effective In punishing
action against minority groups other than the degro through activities of
such organizations as the Ku Klux Klen, which Benator Van Huys tells me
is very active again in Indiana, the Nazi, Fascist and other reactiomary
groups, who are so bitterly fighting the President s recovery program.

I apologize for writing you at such length. I do so, however,
because I wanted to place before you and the President more effectively
and clearly than I did yesterday in our conversation the exuct situdtion
ae we see it. We do most sincerely hope that the President, in the 1ight
of these facts, will sec his way clear towards urging upon the leaders of
both houses of Congress that they see to it that the Costigan-Wagner Bill
is voted upon prior to adjournment.

With cordial personal grecetings, 1 am

Ever sincer

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House eore
Washington, D. C. :

b
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April 20, 1934

Memorandum to Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
' From: Walter Vhite, Secretary of the Natlonal Association for the
Advancement of Colored People

Excerpts from Written Pledges by Members of Congress
to Support the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill

SENATORS

Henry F. Ashurst, Arizona:

"I am certainly in favor of the Costigan-Wagner Federal
Anti-Lynching Bill. and I took pleasure in alding to secure
its favorable report from the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary, of which Committee I am the Chairman."

Bennett Champ Clark, Missouri:
"I am heartily in favor of the proposed Anti-Tynehing Bill."

Arthur H. Vandenberg, Michigan:

"I am entirely in favor of the principle involved in the
anti-lynch billl to which you refer. You may depend upon
my Ilnterest and actlivity accordingly."

Arthur Capper, Kansas:

"I am supporting the Costigan antl-lynching bill and shall
keep in touch with 1it."

Phillips Lee Goldsborough, Maryland:

"I favor the passage of the Costigan-Wagner blll now pending

in the Senate of the United States. . . lhere is no reason in

gustQBa or morality why this pledge (of the National Republican
arty) should not promptly be redeemed.”

David I. Walsh, Massachusetts:

| "I am in strong sympathy with the Costigan-Wagner bill. I
| , ’ have always supported anti-lynching bills. The orly possible
objection that can be made to this bill is its constitutionality

but that objectlon would not prompt me to vite against the bill."
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SENAIORS (continued) '

Roscoe C, Patterson, Missouri:

"I voted for the last antli-lynching measure before
Congress, namely, the Dyer Bill, and L expect to
vote for any other meassure which will tend to blot
out the shame of lynch and mob ruls, and restore
respect for constituted law and order."

Simeon D. Fess, Ohlo:

"] have always been opposed to the brutal practice of
lynching. While a member of the House of HRepresentatives
1 assisted Mr. Dyer of Missouri in getting through the
House the anti-lynching bill, after nuite a fight. That
bill came to the Senate, snd was lcilled by a filibuster,
led by Southern Senators. I shall heartily sunnort the
proposal about which you write."

Pat McCarran, Nevada:

"The President in his Message read before Congress dwelt
on this very subject and called unon the people of this
country to put forth their best effort as a mass and as
a Oovernment to end lynchings. I subscribe to this
orinciple."

Ch cll | j
- i '
"Will warmly support federal anti«fynching law.t |

E. W. Gibson, Vermont:

"I am in favor of the bill which you have mentioned and
shall be glad to support it."

D. A. Reed, Pennaylvania:

. "I will do everything I can to have the Costigan-Wagner
Bill acted on favorably during the present session of
Congress."

. Warren Bhrbour, New Jersey:
"T am actively supporting the Costigen-Wagner Bill, as
I believe it to be a necessary step forward in our
civilization.”

2 - Y N ¥ % S

"I am in favor of the Costigan-Wagner B1ll, B. 1973.7"
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SENATORS (continued)

F, E; Duffy, Wisconsin:
-"'. Wrote he had favored the bill but thought 1t would
. - *ba unconstitutional.

ﬂg_;lhng F. Kean, New Jersey:

-

.i "I am already committed to this subject, as I have
3 introduced an antli-lynching bill of my own." 7

‘__EEEELE_ELJEELQELELjaﬂﬂ&ﬁgil_ﬂi

.. ¢= "I hope that the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill -
- 7" .  will be favorably considered. Ihe toleration of
lynching 13 the repudiation of our fundamental
* belief in law and order."

L;il.-ﬂickiqggq, Lowa:
: "If the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill comes to
. . a vote 1t 1z my expectation to vote favorable
thereto."

.Hanrikiﬂh;gstgd, Minnesota:

"I expect this bill to be renorted out. I also
Jexpect to support 1it.M

#Eggggg Gggtjgg, New Mexico:

——
"I intend to vote for the castigan-%ﬂgner Anti-
Lynching Bi11.v

P. B. - Pledges have been made by a number of other senators
to give the bill careful consideration, and in a
. number of." instances more definite pledges have been
+~ made by senators to other organizsations and indi-
. . viduals. Ihe above are ones which have been received
- to date by the National Association for the Advancement
- of Colored People. - WW




Memorandum to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt - 4

CONGRESSUEN
: -
Henry T. Rainey - ESveaker of the House:

"I will be glad to support Senator Costigan in his anti-
lynching bill or any other effective anti-lynching bill."

Frank H. HReid, Illinois:
"I exnect to support the anti-lynching bill."

A. J. Sabath, Tllinois:

"I will support such a bill designed to provide federal
action in the cases of mob violence."

d M. Ec f 1linols:

"I have always been opnosed to mob vioclence and I assure
you of my support in the leglslation during the next
session of Congress that will tend to curb that menace,
and to organize law enforcement throghout the country.
I take very much the same position in this matter as

our President who has publicly denounced lynching
tendenclies which so suddenly spread over our country
during the past month."

P. H. Moynlhan, Illinois:

"I will be glad to support an Anti-Lynching Bill In the
House of Representatives."

Walter Nesbit, Illinois:

"I shall gladly support an Anti-Lynching Bill in the
House, whole-heartedly."

: s J, Q! ' is: (From his secretary)

"Mr. O'Brien. . . wlshes me to advise you he i3 opposed
to lynching and shall be glad to favor a bill along
that line should same be introduced in the House Quring
the coming session of Congress." |

~ James Simpson, Jr., Illinois:
"I have alr publicly promised to support not onl{
the anti-lynching bill but also to support a federa

anti-kidnapping bill, which 4 understand is to be
intrpduced at this next session. You may rest assured
that you have a definite commitment from me on this
matter, I think that Governor Rolph of California
has forfelted his right to hold office under the

- Constitution of the United States."

l =iy ¢ i

“ : 1
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g : CONGRESSMEN (continued)

te m linois:

"I favor legislation of this nature and unless the
bill 1s much different than L enticipate, I will
be pleased to support it."

J. LeRoy ﬁdn;;, Illinopd s:

= "I assure you I would be very glad to support eny
blll that has to do with the nrevention of lynching
in any form."

Leo E. #llen, Illinois:

"I will be glad to support any enti-lynching bill in
the House of Representatives.n

Martin A. Brennan, I1linois:

"Please be assured that I shall give this legislation
my earnest conslderation when 1t comes before the
next - -session of Congress."

F A= B t I :

"It will be a real pleasure for me to support the
Senator Costigan Bill or any other bill of like
character that is designed to oppose, obstruct or
penalize mob violence and lynching."

- B t M keen, Illinois:

"lf an anti-lynching bill is brought before the House
for consideration, 1 expect to suppert such legisla-
tion. I have previously gone on record on this
matter in several instances, and recently addressed
the Roy B. Tisdell Post (Colored) of the American
Legion, Peoria, Illinois, and assured them publicly
of my attitude on this matter and that I would supnort

o such legislation."

alW

"l stand four-sguare with what President Roosevelt said
; : : concerning the lynching evil. I assume that Senatpr
' M ggsti an's bill will be in line with the President
sition, and I shall be glad to support any practioble
| means for striking at the evil through legislative

enactment."
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CDHGHEEbMEN (ccntinued}

‘"I gm 1in hearty accord with the work of the National
fssoclation for the Advancement of Colored Peonle.
I am sure, too, that the Administration as well as
i the members of both Houses of Congress vill vigorously

support a Federal Anti-Lynching Bill vhen it comes before
the next session of Congress."

William Granfield, Massachusetts:

"You may be assured when this leogislation comes before
the House for consideration, it will receive my
whule-hearted support.”

"When Semator Costigan®s bill to make lynching a »
federal off e is presented to the House for con-

sideration shall be only too glan to remember vour
suggestions. ;

Chester C. Bolton, Ohio:
< "If the Senate measure to which you refer comes
to the House for action, or there is other legisls-
tion presented on the subject, you may be sure of
my careful considerstion..

David J. Lewis, Maryland:

"I am in sympathy with your views on this subject.
[ The anti-lynching bill which I understend is to be

introduced this session shall have my most serlous
consideration.”

Je 0. Scrugham, Nevada:

"I have the Ereatast confidence in the sound judgment
" / of Benator Costigan, and will be much inelined to

favor any measure of the character which he may
introduce.”

Ray P. Chase, “innesote:

"Surely you are not in doubt as to how Ihkill stand
on such & esuestion.: Please keep me posted as to any

further thought you have on the subject, or any
information which comes to you."

Einar floidale, Minnesota:

: Your vliews end suggestions are appreciated and will
| ., - be given every eonsideration in connection with -the
( d ' + -+ billi « + 8t the time this measure 1: hrought before

thn Housze." : : 2
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CORGRESSUEN (continued)

Harold Knutson, Minnesotas:

T will gladly

5o long as we p

are not in cond
r countries.”

. G. Milligan, Missouri: ,

"If this matter comes before the House for consideps—
tion 1t will receive my undivided attention."

Clarence Cannon, Wi ssourdi:

. = . "You may be certain that I shall be glad to cooperste
at every opportunity in every legitimete measure for
the maintenance of lsw and order.”

LS
Reuben I: Vood, Missouri:

"I have always been opposed to mob rule as it is an
instrument of barbarism. . . and you may be assured
that 1t will be my purpose to render my every
influence and cooperation to the enactment of a law
making lynching a federal crime and giving federsl
courts jurisdiction over the same."

lynchings in this country we
n to criticise or renrove other

Glenn “riswold, Indiana:

"Will be glad to support anti-lynching legislation."
Herman P. Kovpelmsn, Connectient: o

"I will give every support L can -commana for.the
passage of the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill."

C. V. Henney, Wisconsin:
Wrote he is heartily for the Costigan-Wagner Bill.
Frederick R-_Lehlbach, New Jersey:

Gave assurance of his hearty cnopnration and support
of the vostigan-hagner Bill.
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Wy dear Mr. Waltes

In the wbseuce ol drs, Ruosevelt
aud drse. Beheloer, I auw acauowledglng the
rauaip't of your telegram, wilch wiil oe
bruui;ht to Mrs. Roosevelt's stteation as
goon &s she raturuz'. on Hey llth.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
krs, Roosevelt H:0

—_—

Hr.Walter White
m Frh.u.k.l.i.n Hotedi

Peuusylvania
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WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE ADVISE ME TODAY WHEN CONFERENCE WITH

MRS ROOSEVELT AND THE PRESIDENT IS POSSIBLE WOULD YOU ALSO
ASK MRS ROOSEVELT IF MISS ELIZABETH EASTMAN OF YWCA AND |
DEAN CHARLES HOUSTON OF HOWARD UNIVERSITY. LAY SCHOOL WHO HAS
JUST MADE TRIP THROUGH SOUTH MAY JOIN IN CONFERENCE CAN BE
REACHED BY TELEPHONE OR TELEGRAPH AT BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOTEL=

WALTER WHITE.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
1 WASHINGTOMN

Eay 8, 1934

Ly deur wr. wnite:

. lu tone ubsence or Wrs. Hoosevelt
and urs. Scheluer, I ww acrnowledging the
recelpt ol your telegraw, wulcu will ve
brought to Wrs. Roosevelt's attention us
soon &s she returns on kay llth.

Very sincerely yours,

lotectr Adellae, Fhw - Fi

decretury to
Mrs. Hoosevelt

* Ur.valter White
benjumin Frankiin Hotel |

- Philadelphiu . '
Fennsylvania .
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I have Just learned that you :re 2oing
to visit the State Training schonl st warwick on
Monday, June 4th. I am sorr} that I shall be in
North Carolina on that day and can't be ut hWar-
wick to join with the other members of the Hoard
of Visitors in welcoming you.

I-shuuld be much intercsted in zetting

your opinion of how well thne job is being done.

gver sincecely,

Member -Board df Visitors.

Mrs.-Eleanor Roosevelt
The white House
washington, L. C.
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May l4th

19:4

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

~ May 1 somewhat beletedly express my warm thanks
to you for arrsnging the interview with Lhe %?EEIHEHEWHT‘
oy Tth... I thoroughly enjoyed every minute of if &nd he
was mosl generous in giving me so much time. The charm

and informality of the conversution there on the porch
witn tne President and his mother will long be remembered.

: He aoubtless has told you of his agreeing to a
vote on the snti-lynching bill at this session of Congress
but he told me frankly. that he could not promise to with-
stund a long filibuster should one be sttempted. 1
@ssured him that we would do whatever we could to stimu-
late zctivity in the south through the women of the Y.w.C.h.,
the Methodist Episcopsl Lhurch, “outh, and other interested
groups to protest to the senators from their states if &
fillbuster is attempted.

e all feel confident that the bill will pass both
houses when it is brought up for a vote. In uny event it
would oe preferable by fur even to have the bill voted on
and defeated than to have it die through inaction.

s

with cordial personsl greetings, I am

Sincerply

2

wecretary.

Mrs. clesnor Hoosevelt i\, .
The white House
washington, D. C.

Wa:CTF i g

. :
Laula m Weww s your Sematars and Congressmen stmmd on the Costignn-Wagner Anti-Lynching Ritl?

EMDORSED BY THE HATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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- 16 March 1934
"1 (.Feviseed Draoft

-

8. 1878

' - . -

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.
January 4, 1834,

A DILL
To-prevent and punish lynching.
Lo it epacted by the Scnate and House of

Representetiven of <he United Staten of America in Congress

agsembled, ‘that the pprnue "nob or riotous asscmblapge", ‘when - ; =
used in this Act; ghall mean an assonblage compooed of three |
oT pore persons aciing in concert, without authority eof law,
to kill or injure any person sugpected or accuped of or con-
victed of any orime or offensc, or in tho custody of any peace
officer, with the purpoce or consequence of depriving such
person of duo process of law or the equal protection of the laws.
S8aid phrase for use in this Act 'shall also mean an acgemblage
composed of thieec or more persons acting in concert, without
authority of law, to kill or injurc any person on account or
because of his race, creed or color.
= Bec, 2. If any State or governmental subdivision

/ thereof faile, neglecte, or refuses to provide and maintaln

ﬁrutentiun to the 1ife or person of any individual within itse

Jurisdiction againot a mob or riotouc ascemblage, whether by




way of preventing or puniphing the aets thercof, ouch Stnte
shall by reagon of ouch failure, ncglect, or rofusal be deened,
to have donied to ouch porson due proccos of law and the cqual
protection of thc laws of the Stato; and to tho end that the
protection gunrantund to perpons within the jurisdictiono of the
several States, or to citizens of the United States, by the
Conotitution of the United States, may be occured, the provipions
of this Agt are enacted,

Scc, 3 (a) Any officer or employee of any State
or governmcntal subdivision thercof who is charged with the duty
or who pooecsoes tho power or authority as auoh officer or
ermployee to prdotect the 1ife or perocon of any individual injured
or put to death by any nob or riotouc asoccmbloge, or any
officer or employee of any State or governmental pubdivicion
thereof having any such individual in his custody, who failn,
peglects, or refuseso to make all dilipgent nffcrtaltn proteoct
such’ individual from being so injured or being put to death, or
any officer or employee of any State or governmental subdivicion
thereof charged with the duty of apprehending, keoping in
custody or progecuting any;parson participating in ouch nob or
riotous ascenblage who falls, neglects, or refucco to make all
diligent efforte to perform hie duty in apprehending, keeping
in custody, or prosccuting to final judgment under the laws of
such State all persons oo participating, shall be guilty of &
felony, and upon conviction thoreof shall be puniched by a fine
‘not exceeding $5,000. or by impriuuﬁnant not oxceeding five

T




years, or by both such fine and inpriconment,

(b) Any officer or cmployce of any State or govern-
nontal subdivision thereof, amcting as nuch officer or employec
under authority of Statc law, having in his custody or control

& prisoner, who shall conspire, conbine, or confederate with any
person who io a nonber of a mob or riotous assemblage to injure
or put ocuch prigoner to death without authority of law, or wio
ghall conopire, combine, or confedorate with any pergon to suffer
puch prisoner to be takon or obtainod from hic custody or control
to be injured or put to death by a mob or riotous aspenblage
chall bu-guilty of & felony, and those who so consplre, combine,
or confederate with push officor or‘gmplayua ghall likesioe bo
guilty of a folony. On conviction the parties participating
therein chall be puniched by impriconment of not less than five
years and nay be inprisoned for 1ife.

Sce, 4, The United States district courd of the
judicial district wherein the person is injured or put to death
by & uob oF riotous assomblage shall have juriediction to try and
to punish, in accordance with the lawo of the Btate where the
injury ic inflicted or the homicido is committed, any and all
peroons vwho participato therein: Provided, That it ig first nade
to appear to cuch court (1) that the officers of the State charged
with the duty of apprechending, pranaqujigé, and punishing such
offenders under the lawo of the State shall have falled, neglected,
or refused to approhend, prosecute, oOF punish such offenders; or

(2) that the jurors obtainable for service in the Btate court




having juriudintion of the offenee are po strongly opposod
to ouch punishment that there is probability that those
guilty of the offense will not be punished in such State
court, A failure for more than thirty dayo after the
conmiloolon of ocuch an offense to apprehend or to indict the
porgonc ;ullty thereof, or a failurc diligently to prosecute
such pergons, shall bo pufficient to constitute prina facie
evidence of the failure, neglect, or refusal described in the
" above proviso,

Scc.5, Any county in which a person is put to
death by a mob or riotous anuamblugé shall be liable to the
legal raprcﬁuntntiveu of such person for & swi not lesee than
2,000 nor more than $10,000 as liguidated damages, which sum
may be recovered in a civil action against such county in the
United Stateo district sourt of the judicial district wherein
such percon is put to death, Such action shall be brought and
progecuted by the United States Attoruey in the United States
District Ccurt for such district. The court chall direct a
verdict in favor of the pla.!.nti:ff if the only reascnable
inference to bo drawn from tho evidence ip that death resulted
from the acto of o nmob or riotous assemblage aoc dofined in
thio Act. Otherwise the case shall be subnitted to the jury.
If the amount awarded be not pald upon recovery of a judgnent
“therefor, such court shall have jurisdiction to enforce payment
theraﬁf.hy lovy of oxecution uponf;ggyerty of the county, or e
nay otherwise compel payment thereof by nnnﬁnnﬁa or othuor

-
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appropriate prucaaa;.ﬁnd any officer of such county, or other
person wio disoboyo or fails to conply with any lawful oxrder of
the court in the pronmises shall be liable to puninlment for
.contenpt and of any othor penalty provided by law therefor.
Tho anovnt recovered shall be oxonpt from ail claing by
croditors of the deceaped, The nnmount rocovered upon such
judgment ghall be distributed in accordance with the lawo
gnfqrniné the distritution of an intestate decedent'c assets
then in offect in the State wherein such doath occurred,

Sce, B. In the cvent that any peroon so put to°
death sanll have been transported Ly such nob or riotous
agooublajge from one couaty to anothor county during the timeo
intervoning between hio neizure and putting to death, the county
in whiel he ic sclzed and thoe county in which he is put to death
shall be jg%ntly ond soveorally liablec to pay the judpgneat huq&;n
provided,

Scc, 7. Auy district judgo of tho United States
District Court of tho judicial district whorein any cult or
prosocution io ingtituted under the provisione of this Act,
nay by order dircct that such cuit or prosccution be fricd in
any place in such district asc he may+dosipgnoto in ouch order. -

Sce, 8., If any provipion, sentence or clausc of
thio Agt or tho application thereof to any person or circoun—
otancos, is hold invalid, tho remainder of the Act, and tho
applinétihn of ouch provieion to other peroons or hiruunuﬁancuu,
chall not be affeoted thereby.

5.
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Carl Murphy *
Jowagh Prinss Lowd My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
T, G, Hutter 3 -
S LR I tried to reach you by telephone when I was
Clarencs Darrow in Washington last week but could not, as ycu were occupled.
Hoa. Hiamy B Davia I wanted to acquaint you with the recent developments on
o Dot the Anti-Lynching Bill.
Hamn. e = i el Bk Lol e ol P T il
Wiliain' Kies” Wil Senators Costigan and Wagner talked with the
IPICE ) oo PR President last Thursday. I accompanied them to the White
e, Hsishess € Dub®  Houge at thelr request but' did not participate in the
Bt . conference.
Dr, W, E. B, DuBola
Jnt:ﬂ%m“ﬂ: The majority in favor of the bill in both
Hoa. Herbers I, Letmaz  houses of Congress, according to present indicatlons, 1s
f.'."'a"ghf_-u""' even larger now than when I talked with you. Apparently,
ln:?a.a.‘n"-m however, this very circumstance has increased the determina-
ﬂ'ﬁﬁm“"‘" tion of a small group of senators to prevent a vote on the
Charies If. Btadin, = bill at all costs. We understand that Senator Stephens of

fHTFY ]

Dr. Louia T Wetsht | Mississippi has sald to certain of his fellow senators that
m-wmmfﬂﬂ a vote on the bill would be taken "over my dead body". It
Dr. Vernea ¥. Bunee is almost heart-breaking to have put as much work into this
. - struggle as we have and to be practically assured of the

me passage of the bill if only a vote could be taken to have a
Topba small, recalcitrant group of senators prevent a vote beling
Bes. ontd taken. -
ling Brown - . S
"J.."..'E'-."mm In the meantime the situation grows steadily
4 Charies Edward Russll worse in some parts of the country. I enclose clippings
HATIONAL LEGAL from yesterday's and today's New York P telling of the
i situation in Alabama. Even though liberal allowance is
Arthat B, Boingars made for the tactics used by the Communists in stirring up -,
“F.. trouble in Alabama, particularly in connection with the
ey g Scottshoro cases, even the Communists could not-have
Fuils created a situation such as John Howard Lawson deplcts
. h W.¥~  were not the economic, racial and political situation so
ey 80 thoroughly vicious. e Costigan-Wagner Bill would not,
; York of course, solve all these problems but it would give a
- Hare potent weapon to keep down at least the more viclous forms
E of violence. |
-—'f’ﬁﬁ:" o We were very much-disturbed to read in the
R 1 - s i New York Iimes of the President's doubts regarding the
by \

Dl
ot LRl Howe do your Senators and Congressmen siand on the Costigan-Wagnee Anii-Lynching Bill?
. ENDORSED BY THE NATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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tlrs. Eleanor Roosevelt - 2

constitutionality of the bill. I enclose a copy of the brief
by Mr. Tuttle on the constitutionality of the measure. I would
be very grateful if you would place this brief in the hands of
the President;and, should you deem it of sufficient importance,
would you also call his attention to the situatlion in Alabama
as told 6T in the New York Post?

We do wvery much hope that the President will continue
to insist on a vote at this session of Congress and, if necessary,
that he will send a speclal message to Congress.

Ever 81nciifi1;nﬂnﬁ::tl_ )

Secretary

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 4
The White House
Washington, D. C. %
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Senate Committer on the Judiciary

BRIEF BY CHARLES H. TUTTLE IN SUPPORT
OF THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF THE
COSTIGAN-WAGNER ANTI-LYNCHING BILL

I
Lynching a National Menate

The horrifyving lynchings which oceurred in a
number of states near the end of last year and
in which beth white men and black were mur-
dered by, the m-:r/h,\llave been eloquent proof that
this form of- primitive savagery is not on the
decline, and that-both in its manifestation and in
its consequen e it is not only of grave concern
to the iudividzﬂ gtates but an imminent peril to
the nation as a whele.

These are days when the bulwarks of govern-
ment must be strengthened and when the danger
of mob rule anywhere in our land must be re-
garded as a national menace. ;

Unless respeet and roverenee for our orderly
institulions of constitutional government are
preserved in the minds of our people, the end
may quite conceivably be national dissolution.
Judgment_by mob and trial by fury will not pause
at the hairline of any nice distinetions. Onece
proelaim that the bitterness of public indigna-
tion affords justification for replacing the proe-
pases . of law and of constitutional government
with the violence of the lowest passions, and the
whirlwind will speedily be the reaping from such
gowing of the wind.




Furthermore, there is great national d:
especinlly in these times, in causing lnrge sec-
tions of our population to believe that they are
o le tha eflecti protection of governmaent,
and in thus looseming their attachment to our

institutions.

That nation is hardly worth the nama
whith does not protect its n jzens. Faor
large gronps of our population there is bitter
irony in the contrast n the strength and
determination wi national govern
ment defends the g of American eilizens in
foroign lands, and its eomplete impotence in the

atter of defending the same citizens agoinst
the conscquences of mob rule within its own
barders,

Moreaver, these outbursts of itive savag-
ery, so often centering in i ave
obviously tended to lessen the respect in which
our institutions are beld abroad and a not
infrequently embarrassed s as @ npation in our
protests against racial injustice and persecati
in other Innds. These all tos frequent lynel
takon together with our spectacular gang
fares and murders; are commonly cited
foreign press as proof of ineffoctive govermment
and of a spirit of lawlessness in America,

These dangers in which lynching involves the

Lineoln in his speech nt Sprir
follows :

e of - ill omon

amongst us. I ] imereasing dis
ward for law pervades the coubiry
growing dispesition 1o substitute the

wild and furious passions in liew of the
sober judgment of courts, and the worse than

3

savare mobs for the execulive ministers of
justi * * * Thy walls erected for the
defe of persone and property of individ-
nnls are trodden down and disregarded. * * ®
The lnwless in spirit are encouraged (o be-
come lawless m practice, and thus become
ahaolut unrestrained. * * * While, an
the other hand, good men, men who love
tranquility, wha desire to abide by the laws
and enjor their benafite, who wanld eladly
spill their blood in the defense of their coun- -
try, desing their property destroyed, their
Families insulted, and their lives Endn.ngrn-d..
their persons injured, and seeing nothing in
prospect that forebodes o change for the
better, bocome tired of and disgusted with a
Government that offers them no protection.
* & Thyg the strongest bolwark of any
government may effectually be broken down
and destroved. 1 mean the attachment of
the people.’” 2

The time, therefore, has come when the nation
should defend itself against this pational evil
which hns nssumed colossal proportions. What-
ever our views of state rights may be, we must
recognize that, under present day eonditions, in
the solation of national guestions siate bounda-
ries nre becoming less distinet. This change in
due to socinl development, to science and inven-
tion: and it rests upon the closer relations of
trade and amity which exist betwoen communi-
ties. More and more the national resources are
ealled opon for the making of local improve-
ments within the several states and for the relief
of their population from cecnomic and physical
distress, Hardly, therefore, does it seem fitting
that where the oational government is, on the
salicitation of state and local communities, mak-
ing ever increasing investment nmong them, they
should deny to the notional government an inter-




Furthermore, there is grent national danger,
cspecially in these times, in causing large sec-
tions of our population to lelieve that they are
ontside the effective protection of government,
and in thus loosening their attachment to our
institations,

'1|I1' pation is hardly worthy of the name

i does not protect its own citizens

groups of our population there is bitter

1 the econtrast between the strength and
determination with w our r nal govern-
ment defends the rights of American eitiz in
foreign | . and its complote ||||[|d|-.-||l.'f! imthe
mait f defending the same citizens ngainst
the consequonces of mob rule within its own
borders.

Moreover, these outbursts of primitive savag
ery, so often centering in racial passions, ha
obvionsly tonded to lessen the respect in which
our institutions are held abroad and have not
mfrequently embarrassed us 83 a nation in our
protests ngninst racial injustice and persecution
in other lands., These all too frequent lynchings,
taken together with our spectacular gang war-
fares and murders, are commonly cited in the
foreign press as proof of ineffective government
and of a spirit of lawlessness in America.

These dangers in which lynehing involves the
nation as & whole were expressed by Abraham
Lincoln in his speech at Springfield, Illinois, as
follows :

“1 hope I am over wary; but if 1 am nol,
there is eoven now son f il
amongsl us. I mean
regard for law which pervad

i posilion
pa=sions in  lien
st of eourts, and the worse ths

3

mohs for the exeentive ministers of
jnstice, * * The walls erected fof the
defeuse of persons and property of individ-
uals are trodden down and disregarded. * * *
The lnwless in spirit are encouraged to be-
come lawless in practice, r|.11-:l thus become
alsolutely unrestrained. * * - While, on
i other hand, good men, men who love
tranquility, who desire to abide by the laws
aml enjov their benefits, who would gladly
| their bload in the defense of their coun-
ing their property destroyed, their
familics insolted. and their lives |~ndangert-d
their persons m]u_'re-:l nnd seping nothing in
prospect that forebodes a change for the
better, become tired of and disgusted with a
Government that offers them no protection,
* = * Thns the strongest bulwark of any
povernment may effectually be broken down
and destroved. I mean the attachment of
the people,*’

The time, therefore, has come when the nation
should defend itself agninst this national evil
which has nssumed colossal proportions. What-
ever our views of state rights may be, we must
recognize thaf, under present day conditions, in
the solution of nationnl questions state bounda-
ries are becoming less distinet. Tl:na change is
due to social development, to seience and inven
tion; amd it rests uponsthe closer relations of
trade and amity which exist between communi-
tiea. More and more the national rescurces are
ealled upon for the making of Joeal improve-
ments within the several states and for the relief
of their pepulation from economic and physical
distress. Hardly, therefore, does it seem fiting
that where the natiopal government is, on the
eolicitation of state and local communities, mak-
ingr ever increasing investment among them, they
should deny to the national government an inter-
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o8t and a voice in preventing in their own midst
recarrences of mob insurrection which destroy
the security of the national investment and
which nndermine the strength of the national
eredit and of the national institulions,

Surely, nothing in our national Constitotion

prevents our national government from under-
tnking snch an act of -\-l.:lr-[lrl"\-l'r‘- ation and from
protecting |I-|"|f against the consequences of the
hr-~uL lown of doe process of law throngh state
r ineffectivencss, and of wholesale dis
er ion in the protection of the lows throogh
the tyranmies of mob rale.
The power thua to protect the nation agninst
internal national dongers of this character were
pxpressly conferred npon Congress by the United

Constitotion.

I
The Relevant Constitutional Provisions

Section 4 of Article IV of the Federal Consti
tution IJ\.‘i:EII.IL'b:

“The United States shall gonarantes fo
every State in this Union s Repoblican Form
of Government.™

Section 1 of Article XIV (14th Amendment)
declares:

“All persons borm or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the United States and
of the State wherein they reside. * * * Nor

hall any State deprive any person of lifa,
erty, or prope without due process of

law ; nor deny t f peErsom within its juris

dietion the eqr sofion af the lawa.*"

5

Section 5 of Article XIV (14th Amendment)
declares:
“The Congress shall have power to en-

foree, by npprnprm.l- legistation, the provi-
wions of this article.’

1
These provisions are interpreted liberally.

These sections deserve n liberal interpretation
in favor of the rights which they were designed
to protect.

In Strauder v. West Firginia, 100 U, 8. 303, the

Supreme Court said (p. 307):

- “Tf this is the spirit and meaning of the
anmendment (14th Amendment), whether it
means more or not, it is to be constroed lib-
erally, to edrry pat the purposes of its
framers

w

The provisions of the Fourteenth Amendment
establish positive individual rights.

The zame decigion declarss that, in conse
quence, while the precise words of the Amend.
ment are prohibitory, they imply, and by impli-
cation confer, positive immunities and rights
which eannot lawfully be invaded by the prohib-
ited nets. To quote (p. 307):

“The words of the amendment (Lith
Amendment), it is true, are prohibitory, but
they contain. the necessary implication of &
positive immunity, or right, most valuable to
the colored race—the right to exemption
from unfriendly legiglation agminst them dis-
tinetly as colored,—exemption from legal dis-




eriminations, implying inferiority in eivil
society, le iy the |-_-uri_|:_-.- of their en-
joyment of the rights which others enjoy, and
tliseri ons which are ateps t re-
due w to the condition of

race. "

v

Congress has plenary power to protect the
rights established by the Fourteenth Amendment.

By wecossary implication, ns well as by the ox-
press mandate of the Afth sec if the Four-
teenth Amendment, Congress has not only the
power but the duty to protest the rights eon-
ferred or guaranteed by the Federal Constitu
tion either by express declaration dr by impli-
cation. The Supreme Court has uniformly held
that the mational government has the oW,
whether exprossly given or not, to secnre and
protect the rights conferred and guarnntesd by
the Constitution (I7, 8. v. Reass, 02 U. 8. 914:
Strauder v. West Virginia, 100 U, 5. 303).

The Supreme Court hns aceepied ns essential
to the national supremacy, the necessary doctrine
that Congress, in the absence of a positive dele
gation of powers to the state legislatures, may,
by its own legislation, enforce and profect any
rights derived from or created by the National

It was so declared in Prigg v.
L --mm'-l.rlu.ffu of Pennsyivania, 16 Pet. (17, 8.)
= Mr. Justice Stony, spenking for the

down these propositions:

That elause in the Constitution eonferring

n right should not bo =0 co ied as to
make it sk ||.||-'|l.-. ¥, Or nn=uhstant '-"-|| or la v
wat a remedial power ade-

quate for its protection, when another eom-

stroction equally accordant with the words
and the sense in which l:|'||.~__-.-' waore used, wonld
enforce and protect the rght granted;

That Cangress is not restricted to legisla-
tien for the cxecution of its expressly granted
pewers; but, for the protection of rights
gupranteed by the Constitution, may employ
such means, not prohibited, ns are necessary
nnd proper, or suwch as are nppropriate, to
attnin the ends Flrn]msl:d_

In U7, 5. v. Reese, 92 U, B, 214, it was =nid by
Chief Justice Warre (p. 217):

“Hights and immunities created by or de-
pendent upon the Constitution of the United
States can be protected by Congress. The
form und the manner of the protection may

h ms Congress, in the legitimate exer-
ei its logisiative diseretion, shall pro-
vide. These may be varied to meest the ne-
cossities of the particnlar right to be pro-
teetod. ™

Vi

The prehibitions of the Fourteenth Amendment
apply to action by individual effcials.

Furthermore, the protection which thess see-
tions of the Federal Constitution throw around
the rights which they guarantee is a protection
not only against their violation by a state acting
in its corporate eapacity, but also against their
violation by individuals seting in any official en-
pacity derived, directly or indirectly, from the
state.

In ocolssqnenee, any ministerial, executive, j_E‘.
islative or jodieial officer, deriving his authority,
directly or indirectly, from n state, who invades
any of these guaranteed rights is seting onlaw-

L=
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folly; and Con s hos the

proper legislation to proteet

any such invazion.

I

An said in Ex Parfe irginia, 100 U

nt page 347

“AB acls by its
tive, or its judicinl anth

no o ¥ ¢ COnET

ative, il exeen-
It enn nel in

Tation

another of propert

ot due process of
takes away the equal pro
violates the ntional
he acts in th
clothed with t]
of the 8

equal
virtue
varnment, de-

v, life, or liberty,

or denies . or
f the lnws,

In Home Telephone elegraph o, v, y of

Log Angeles, 2

U, 8. IT8, the Sapreme Court,

hrough Mr. Chipf Justice Warre, said (p.- 296) :

“The provisions of the Amendment ns con

clusiv
erie in their terms, s
to the Siafes., hat

0% nre gen

, of conrse,

to every person

whother natural or judicial who is the Teposi
tory of state paw By this construction
the resch of the Amendment to be

l::l.ll".'lll':'rl‘i'l"l.' with any eXE

power, in w or form ex

‘It is doubiless troe that o State may net
throneh differer encies, cilhor by its leg-
itive, its executive, or ils jodicial anthor-
tiee; and the prohibitions of the amendment
extend to all action of the Siate denving
equal protection of the lows, whetler it b
ion by ong of thess sngencies or by an-
ber, Congre by wirtue of the fifth see-

1 of the Fourteenth Amendment, may en-

v the probibitions whenever they are dis-
riied by either the Legislntive, the Exee-

or the Juodicial Department of the

The mode of enforcement is left to
iseretion. It may seenre the right, that

, enforee its recognifion, by removing the
from m Stnte court in which it is denied,
court where it will be ne-

“The provisions of the Fourteenth Amend-

it nre not confined to the action of the
through its legislature, or throogh the
cecutive or judicial authority. Those pro-
visions relate fo and cover all the instro-
mentalities by which the State ncts, and so
it has been held that, whoever by virtoe of
public .position under a slate government,
deprives another of any right protected hy
that amendment against daprivation by the
State, violates the constitutional inhibetion :
nod as he acts in the name of the State and
for the State, and is clothed with the State's
powers, his acl is that of the Biate.™ "

¥
The prohibitions of the Fourtesnth Amendment

apply to action by local or municipal afficers

In Firginia v, Rives, 100 T, 8. 313 it was amid For the same reazon the prohibitions of the
(p. 318): Fourteenth Amendment apply 'to loenl officers as
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well as to state-wide officers, for officers of eoun
ties, cities or o r subdivisions of govern
ment are in uliimale analvsis the repository of

the power of the st
. in Home Tels
f Los Augeles, 227 1. 8. 278, it
that actz done by n local officer under the author-

o prmni ordinance passed by virtoe
oy pontferred by the state, are embraced by
Foarteenth Amendment. The Sopreme Conrt
said that the exercise of municipal authority is
the exertion of state power within the purview
of the Fourteenth Amendment (p. 295).

Sa, likewise, in Yick We v. Hopking, 118 U, 5
356, it held that a municipnl ordinance to
regulate the conducting of public laundries with-
in the limits of the City of San Francisco, which
conferred purely arbitrary power upon  the
municipal -nothoerities to give or withhoeld eon-
sent, was ‘violative of the Fourtecnth Amend.
ment. The court said that the principles of the
Foorteenth Amendment are to be freely extended
to the quasi-legislative acts of inferior municipal

bodies (p. 371).

vin

The prohibitions of the Fourteenth Amendment
apply to acts of administration as well as of
legislation.

Indeed, the Bupreme Court has applied the
Fourteenth Amendment to mere matters of ad-
ration by local officiala even though the
icipal or state law under which they were
ncting contained in iteelf no arbitrary dizerim-
inntions and no denials of doe process or the
equal protection of the laws,

11

wee v. Florida, 188 1. 8. 519, Mr. Jus-
, epeaking for the Supreme Court,

“The contention of plaintiffs in error is
that they were denied the equal” protection
of the lawe by reason of an nctnal diserim-
ination meainst their pice, The law of the

is not challenged bot its administra
complained of. * * * sk o,
Such an netonl diserimination i8 a8 po-
inl in ereating s deninl of equality of

ts= s n discrimination made by law."

Amnin, in Fick Wo v. Hopking, 118 T. 8. 3536,
an ordinance of the City of San Francisco, which
made it unlpwfol to maintain loundries withoot
first hav obtained the consent of the Board
of Supervisors, was so ndministered that China-
men were denied fhe right to maintain laundries
solely becanse of their race and nationality. In
bolding that this administration of the ordinance
wns violative of the Foarteenth Amendment the
Supreme Court sdid (p. 373):

#The facts shown establish an administra-
tion directed so exclusively agminst a par-
ticular clasg of persons ms to warrant and
require the i."l:l:lfili.u]ﬂ]'l. that, whatever may
have been the intent of the ordinances as
adapted, they are applied by the publie av-
thorities charged with their nrlﬂllﬂlﬂ-trlu?m
nmil thus representing the State itself, with
n mind so uncqual and oppressive as fo
amount to a practical denial by the State of
that equal protection of tha lnws which is
secured to the petitioners, as to all other

persans, by the broad and benign provisiona. .

af the Fourteenth Amendment to the Consti-

1 of the United States. Thongh the lnw
it be fair on its face and impartial in
appenrance, vot, if it ia applied and admin-
istered by public authority with an ovil eye
and an unequal hand, =0 as practically to
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make 1

Iween porsons in s Ircumslances, ma-
lerial to their rights denial of e
Justice is still within the prohibition of the
Uonstitution. This principle of interpretn-
ton has been sanctioned by this comrt in
Henderzon v. Mayor of N ;

230; Chy Lwug v, Frees

Ex parte Virginia, 100 U

Delaware, 103 U. 8. 370

Crowley, 113 U, 8. T03.**

“The fnet of this dizerimination = ad-
mitted. No on for i shown, and the
conclusion eannot be resisted, that no reason
for it exists except hostility to.the race and
nationality to which the petitioners belor
and which in the ove of the law is not jasti
fied. The discrimination therefore, ille-
gal, and the public ndministration which -
forces it is a dimial of the equal protectis
of the laws and a violation of the Fourteenth
Amendment of the Constitution. The impris-
onment of the petitioners is, therefore, ille.
gal, and they must be discharesd. '

IX

The prohibitions of the Fourteenth Amendment
apply to official action even though contrary to
state law,

Another important principle sustained by re.
pented decisions of the Supreme Court in inter-
preting the Foorteenth Amendment is that even
if the state or local officer, in enfarcing an arhi
trary diserimination or in denving the equal pro-
teation of the laws, is acting without anthority
derived from the constitation or the Inws of the
state or Is even acting contr thereto, never.
theless, his conduct is embraced by the Four-
teenth Amendment and can be dealt with aseord-
ingly,

13

For example, in Neal v Delaware, 103 T, 8,
300, it was held that the exclusion, becaunse of
their rnce and eolor, of citizens of African
descent from the grand jury that found, and
from the petit jury that was summonsd to try,
the indietment, if made by the jury commission-
ers, without authority derided from the comstitu.
tiom and laws of the state, was a violation of the
prisoner’s rights under the Foartesnth Amend-
ment; and his motions to quash the indictment
and the panels of jurors should have been sus-
tained. The Conrt, quoting from its earlier opin-
1on in Ex parte Virginia, 100 U. 8. 339, said {p.
397 :

“The econstitotional provision, therefare,
st mean that no ageney of the State, or of
the officers or agents by whom its powaers
are execatod, shall deny to any person with-
in its jurisdiction the equal protection of the
laws. “Whoever, by virfue of public posifion
under g Stale crernmend, deprives another
of property, Iiff-. or liberty without the das

process of law, or denies or tokes away the
equal protection of the laws, violates the
constitational inhibition,**

In Virginia v. Rives, 100 U, 8, 313, the state
officer charged with the doty of selecting pros-
pective jurors directly violuted the - state low
probibiting racial discrimination. The Suprema
Court, while scknowledging that the offcer had
thereby made himself punishable at the instance
of the state, went on fo say that nevertheless
“*his act was the set of the state and Was pro-
hibited by the constitutional amendmest® (p
L

A striking illusteation of this principle occurs
in Home Telephons £ Telegraph Co. v, Cily of
Lios Angeles, 327 1. 8. 278, There the state con-
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stitution of California eontained guarantoes of
doe process and equol protection of the lnws,
tentienl with those in the Fourteenth Amend-
tnin municipal of : their admin-
of 1 ordi were gnilly of
itrary diseri i, hstanding that
r ncte violated the conslitution of their own
Court held t their action
* nallified and eorrected through the Fod-
eral courts, neting nnder the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, without waiting for a state court to declara
that their aets also viclnted the state constito.
tiom, it reme Court declared that inasmuch
ns the ficors wi ng or purporting
fe act "*by virtae of public position,” their con-
dect was embraced by the Fourteenth Amend-
ment. The Court alse teok oceasion to overruola
in effect (p. 294) its earlior desision in the
. City of New Fork, 193 1.
that where the local officer’s met was forhidden
by state statute, it could not be -said to be the
fict of the stnte within the meaning of the Fouor-
teenth Amendment, Speaking by Chief Justice
Warre, the Supreme Court expressly rejected
the proposition that *‘the terms of the Four-
toenth Amendment resehed only the acts dons
by state officers which nre wit he scope of
the power conforred by the state,”” and said that
on the contrary (p. 287):
“*The settled construction of the Amend-
ment is that it presupposes the possibility
of an abuse by a state officer or representa-
tive of the powerd possessed and deals with
such o contingency, It provides, therefore,
for & ense where one who iz in possession
of state power uses that power to the doing
of the wrongs which the Amendment forbids
even  although the consummation of the
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wrong may not be within the powers pos-
sessed if the commission of the wrong itself
is rendered possible or is efficiently mided
by the state authority Jnd\fu-d in the wrong-
doer. That is to sav, the theory of the
Amendment is that where an officer or other
representative of a State in the exercise of
the authority with which be is elothed mis-
uses the power possessed to do s wrong
forbidden by the Amendment, inguiry con-
cerning whether the State has nothorized
the wrong is irrelevant and the Federal
judicial power is competent to afford re-
dress for the wrong by dealing with the offi-
cer and the resalt for his exertion of power,"

Sa likewize in Ex parfe Firginia, 100 T, 8 339,
it was urged that Judge Coues, who had kept
men off the jury for mo other renson than that
they were colored, was not acting on behalf of
the state bot was acling agninst the stale and
that, therefore, his act was not that of the state.
The Supreme Conrt held otherwise, roling that
his action was ot a private act but one made in
the course of official condunet and by virtue of his
public position.

X

The prohibitions of the Fourieenth Amendment
apply to official non-action as fully as to offcial
action.

A finnl and important principle is that denial
of due precess or the egual protection of the
laws may be accomplished by non-getion quite as
wall a5 by action. An unconstitutional diserim-
inntion moy result guite as offectually from the
negative s from the afirmative condoct of &
public offi¢ial.
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In Uwited States v, Blackburn, Fed. Cas. Xo
14,603, District Judge Knesrs, in charging the
jury in a ease whore there had been o conspiracy
to deprive colored citizens of equal school privi-
leges, gaid (p. 1139):

“By the equal
spaken of i 5 meanl tlat
el appl a which
all 1 l amd pat
t

mzes of v
nirnges and
+ been committed i ng case
1 to the commn
that community and the
w willfully failed to employ
ns provided by law to ferret ont amd
bring to trial the offender A of the
vietima being colored, it | them
of the equal protection of the |

In Louisville & X, R, Co v. Boswortk, 220
Fed. 191, Distriet J Cocurax said (p, )1
“What iz it, then, to deny the equal pro-
tection of th va! It is to refuse to
grant or to withhold equal treatment in con-
ferring or securing rights or in imposing or
exacting performance of dutjes. "

In Moore v, Dempsey, 261 U, 8. 86, the Sn-
preme Court held that o trial for murder in the
slate eourt in which the acensed were hurried to
gonviction ander mob domination without rezard
for their rights, is a denial of due process and
equal protecti and quoting from its opinion
in Fronk v, Mangum, 237 1. 5, 300, 335, said
{p 91):

"AIF the State, supplying no eorrective
process, carries info execution & judgment
of death or imprisonment bused Wpon

1*

diet thus produced by mob domination, the
Htate deprives the acewsed of his life or lib-
erty without doe process of lnw.' * * = §f
the ease is that the whole proceeding is a
musk—that connsel, jury and ;jndi]t wers
=wopt to the fatal end by an irresistible wave
of public passion, and that the State Conrts
fuiled 10 correet the wrong, neither perfec-
tion in the machinery for eorrection nec the
possibility that the trinl court and eotnse]
sow no other way of aveiding an immediate
outhreak of the mob ean prevent this Conrt
from securing to the petitioners their consti
tutional rights,"

0, likewise, in Vieginia v. Rives, 100 U, 8. s,
us said by the Supreme Court (p. 39):

“It is evident, therefore, that the denial or
imabilify to enforce in the judicial tribunals
of a State, rights secured to a defendant by
auy law providing for the equal eivil rights
of all persons citizens of the United States,
of which seet. 641 speaks, is rimarily, if not
cxclusively, & deninl of sue rights, or an
inability to enforce thom resulting from the
Constitotion or laws of the State, rather than
a denial firnt made manifest at the trial of
the case '

It follows from the foregoing that non-sction
of nn officer of the State is reached by the Four-
teenth Amendment as moch so as if he had neted
positively and directly,

If an officer stands by and refuses to profect
& citizen and does not act with the forces at his
command in the fiee of impending or threaten-
ing danger, it is just as much an act of the State
under the Fourteenth Amendment as if he had
usod hiz official pogition to aid ths Iynching. In
other words, the non-action of an officer i3 aa
much the act of the State as the direet and posi-
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The Fourteenth Amendment establishes the
conatitutionality of the Costigan-Wagner Anti-

pringiples vea gustain 1he
eonsiitutionn of the Anti-Lynching Ball
This Bill is expressly limited by its own defini
: to offiein] 1 Or TOn on resulting in
osas or the eq
Jlied only to porsons injured
mob vi 3 ecoumt of

il ol or color, of with the purpose or Con-

gequenee of e ing the vietim of dug pro

of law or the equal p

s@ or was in the eustody of
peace officer.

In other words, this statule does not seck to
rench nll casea of assanlt or murder throngh vio-
lence, or even all cases in which hom
have been denied or satroved by public pnareliy.
It in no sense attempts to set Wp A Federal erim-
inal eode in the severnl states, or to give to &

Government a regulaiory SUPETyisor
itnni power in conndetion with the a
istration of the criminal laws of the st
deals only with those instances whore tho
agnal rights guaronteed 1o American
gens by the Fourteenth Amendment have been
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invnded by mob vielence with the active conenr-
rence or through the non-action of state or local
o s, or where such rights earmot, by Teason
of local conditions, be properly vindieated in the
local conrts.

As los alresdy been stated, the TFourteentl
Amendment not ouly prohibits periain action of

action by the several states pad publie and

local officers, but also by necessary implication
confors upon evers American citizen, amd guaran-
toes, cortain rights which the Congress may pro-
teet by oll appropriate means in the exercise of
plenary police power.

In its proper sphere Congress poascescs A Fed-
eral police power quite as complete as any police
power possessed by the states.

In Hoke v. I, §., 227 T. 8. 308, speaking of the
power of Congress over interstate transporin-
tion, the Sapreme Court said (p. 323):

W The power is complete in itself, and
(longress, as an incident o it, may adopt not
only means necessary but convenient to ifs
pxercise and the mesns may have the qual-
ity of police regulations."

In Gibbonrs v. Ogden, 8 Wheat., Chief Justice
M amsrant said {p 202)

1t is obvions that the Government of ‘tha
Union in the exercise of its express powers
* * * gy pee menns that may nlso &m-
ploved by a State in the exercise of its ae-
knowledged poweora."”

In Hamilton v. Kentucky Distillers Company,
951 17, 2, 146, the Supreme Court paid:

#When the United States nsserts any of
the powers conferred upon it by the Consti-




tution, no valid objection ean be based npion
the fnet that such reise may be nttemded
by the =ame incidonts ich nitend the cxer
i |,:|- ahiifa § fee powe

it moy tend 1t complish o similar

s, "

The reciprocal duty of the states under the
Fourteenth Amendment also sustains the consti-
tutionality of the Anti-Lynching Bill.

The Fourtesntll Amendment
luw of the se parafe states as i
States. The individunl righ
upat American eitizens nnd guarantees
existing under the lnw of the land,
they ghts which are entitled to reco
tion by the law and jurisprodepce of

Amendment the

ral states have bound themselves to perform
and discharge the duty of.a ding to all per-
sons within their respective boundaries the equal
protection of the laws; and the Federal Govern-
ment has pmarantesd this performance. This
duty is the positive, afirmative duty of equal pro-
Wherever this duty is not performed,
riliess of tho exense, there is a breach by
ate of the conin and, in con

on falls on the guarantor, the F
lo nssure performance and to re
ever wrongs have been suffered by

reason of the breach of the guaranty.

In the cose of private ecorporations it is well
settled that where an o tien rests npon such
a4 eorporation as's positive duty in faver of third
persons, the failore of its officer or agent to dis-

a1

charge that duty is actionable, sven thoagh the
fuilure may Lave been merely an incident of ma.
licious or criminal conduet on the part of the offi-
cor or agent for which the corporation is in no
wny responsible as a prineipal.

In other words, the rule is well establishod
that where the miscondoct or non-netion of an
agent causes & breach of the obligation or eon-
tract of his principal, there the prineipal will be
liable in an aetion, whether such miseondnet or
non-action be willful, malicious or merely negli-
gent; and the form of the nction, though unde-
ninbly in tort, is treated virtually as an action
in contract and governed by the same rule of
damages,

Weed v, Panama B R. Co., 1T N. Y. 362,

Rexford v, Stale, 105 N. Y. 229,

Gibmey v, Stafe, 137 N. Y. 1:

Craker v, The Chicage & Northwesiers
Ry, Ce., 36 Wis, 657-670,

The analogy seems obvious. If stuts or local
afficers may in one sensa be regarded as acting
outside of the purposes of their employment or
nuthority in not preveating a Iynching, neverthe.
less such conduct constitutes n neglect or defanlt
on the part of the state in its duty to afford the
equnl protection of the law. Agninst such neglect
or default Congress is aunthorized by the Four-
teenth Amendment to adopt all appropriste reme-
dial measares, in order to vindicate and protect
the rights possessed by all Amorican citizens
under that Amendment. Such action by Congress
is in no way an invasion of state rights but
should be weleomed by the stales as an additional
protection to fundamental privileges which they
too are equaily bound to guarantes.
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The constitutionality of the Anti-Lynching Bill
can slis be sustsined under the constitutional
guitantee of a republican form of government in
the several states.

The right to due process of law and the equal
protection of the laws are fundamental coneep-
tions of justice and inherent in the very ide
repablican or free government. In Powell
Algbama, 287 1. 5, 45, the Supreme Court, quot-
ing from its earlier decision in Holden v. Hardy,
160 U, 8. 366, 389, said concerning the ‘right to
due process of law and the equal protection of
the laws (p. 371)

“There nre cerlnin immutable principles
of justice wl are inherent in the very
iden of free governs which no member

af the TUnion may disregard.”

In Unifed States v Cruikshank, 92 T. 8. 542,
the Supreme Court said (p. 339):

“The equality of the rights of citizens ia n
principle of republicaniam, Every republican
government is in doty bound to protect all
it eitizens in the enjoyment of this prit ;
if it= power, That duty was originally
nesumed by the States; and it still remains
there. The only obligation resting upon the
Tnited States is to see that the States do not
deny the right.™

Obviously, the substitution of meb rule for free
government and the destr n' pf the immutable
rights of private citizens by mob vielence, where
the objective or consequ ix the overthrow of
due process of law or th nl protection of the

law, is a violation of the right of the injured

3
citizen to enjoy the advantages and privileges of
a republican form of government,

In the exercise of the police power expressly
conferred npon Congress to preserve the repub-
lican form of government in the several states
and to vindieate the right of the private citizens
thercof to enjoy thi protection of free govern-
ment, Congress may enact all appropriate meas-
ures and may set up machinery for the enforce-
ment thereof by the Federnl conrts. Such police
measures may, obviously, be both preventive and
remedin—may seck to prevent a destruetion of
constitutional rights by the substitution of mob
rule for free government, and may provide reme-
dies for wrongs suffersd by reason of such sob-
stitution.

XV

The penalty imposed upen the county where
the lynching occurs is constitutional.

The provision in the Anti-Lynching Bill for
penalizing the county where a lynching occurs by
a sum to be fized as lignidated damages is eon-
stitutiona] and thoroughly sustained by juodicial
nuthority.

The policy of imposing liability upon a eivil
subdivision of government is familiar to the
common law.. A state may, in the exercise of
its police power, impose absolute Hability wpon
a city to bo collscted by an injured individoal
(City of Chicage v. Sturges, 222 U, B, 313.) In
the earliest English statutes there are repeated
instanees of communities being fined or muleled
in damages for robberies and assanlis cecurring
in their midst, the theory being that the tax-
puyers would, in consequence, hold their loeal
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# to greater vigilanes, (Reeves History of
Lasw, Vol. 11, p! 340: ¢ e, & Inst. Ch. 17,
2331 X, Y. 180 62 Dhig State 118,
. ander oup avs
Y A police
his apd duties in the pre i erime, The
ol pase ¥ able-bodied

citizen, over fly 8, ] o Impress-

msent by nagist i presecving pe

apd the power of 5 citizen 15 est for n f 1y
on view without warrant, are nstrations of the
inherent police authority ¢ eitizen, In
these modern days these dufies have n dels-
gated to hired offiders of the law, but th under-
Iving o tion still remains,

A -recent application of these principles in an
identical case is to be found in People v, Nellisg,
240 I 12, There o statute of Illinols imiposed
ngainst n county whers a lyn hing oecurred the
sum of 23,000 as damages rocoverable by the vie-
tim's heirs. In upholding the dity of tl

the Supreme Court of Illinois said

"It is, we think. too clear for nre amEnd
that those provisions of said act which pro-
vide that persons ngaging in mah v
shall be guilty of 5 felony and
Imprisonment in {he penttentinry
to prevent men Irom joining mohs when as-
sembling and will fend to the suppression of

lence, nnd it i, we think, equally
- the imposing of 5 liahi for
damages upon tle county ar city in favor of
the vietim of & mob when ver mobs are per-
mitted to assembla the ense of his
death, in favor & widow or heirs ar
ndopted ¢ ildren, canse tha tax-payers
of snch connty or eily ta discourage the as.
semhling of mabs witliy soch munieipalitios

b

and will canse all lnw ahiding men residing

in such communites to eondemn and  de.

nonnee moh violemee, the result of which

must lw to create respect for the law and

ity enforcemont and io disconrage the as-
bling of mabs,*
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The provisions in the Anti-Lynching Bill for
proceedings in the federal courls are constibu-

tional.

These provisions contemplate that if the United
States District Court is satisfied, by competent
proof, that effective prosecution of the lynchers
and their allies cannot be had in the state courts,
it may entertuin a proseention of them before
itself. The vindication of federal rights, bath by
eivil and eriminal processes, in the Federal courts
5= as old as our Constitution., In Firginia w,
Rives, 100 1. 8. 13, the Supreme Conrt said
(p. 318):

“Congress by virtue of the fifth section of
the fourtesnth amendment may enfores the
prehibitions wharever they are disregarded
by either the legislative, the exeentive, or the
Jjudicial department of the State. The mode
of enforeement is left to its diseretion. [r
may secure the right—thal is, enforce its
recogElion— by removing the case from a
State court in which it iz demied info g Fed-
eral court where if will be acknowledged, Of
this there(ean be no roasonable doubl. Re.
moval of fyses from Staty courts into conrts
of the United States has heen an acknowl-
edged mode of protecting rights ever sines
the foundntion of the Government. Its' con.
stitutionality has never been  seriously
doubted.
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Conclusion

In :---.-|-I|::-i4:-||. we revert to what was said nt
the beginning of this brief, namely; that lynch-
ne longer ean be said to be n matter porely

ru. It hns become o grave

g Lo oor connlry's se-

ite sovereign influence

e Conrt have

Hutipn is not o rigid

thing, incapable of adaptation to new cond 14

and ds re, and t from time to timo,

bz and applicd as a living an TEH

and theory of rument capable of

cting, thromg v police pawer

sgeurity and the security aud moral and- eco-

nopiie welfare of its citiz

It is true that new conditions cannot ereate

necessities, br
inherent [OwWers,
it not be ¢

e Uonrt said (p. 322):

tur doal form of government has its per-
e and Nation having

thnt we are one

reserved to the

rrred on fhe Nalion nre

ndapted to be exercised, whether independ-
cently or coneurrently, to promote Lhe goneral

n

Anid ir.. Ex Parle Siebold, 100 U. 8. 371, the
Bupreme Court, through Mr Justice Brapuxy,
enid (p. 393):

“We hold it to be an incontrovertible
principle, that the government of the United
States may, by means of physical force, ex-
ercised throungh its official agenis, exeento
on every fool of Americon. soil the powers
nnd functions that belong to it*

Datedd, Xew York, March 24, 1934,

Respectlully sobmitied,

Crapres H. Torroe,
15 Broad Strest,
New York City, N. Y.
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June 2, 1934

My dear Mr. White:

In Mra. Badsovelt's abaeence
I am taking the liberty of scknovledging
;n'mu- letter, which will be browlht to
her attention on her return..

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Lira. livosavelt

69 Fifth Avenue
New York
tiew York

(L

) 4

no



June 20, 1934

¥y denr Yr. White:
; Your letter of June 4th . i
was rnnlivaq just vefore Mre. Tooseveldt
left Yashinpton for the supmer, and ]
regret thot the great volure of r:.ail a-
walting her attention mude 1t imposzible
for her to repl; to y.u personclly.

Very sincerely yours,

| Secretury to -
Yrz. Toosevelt

'

Lr. nuur\nmu

&9 wifth Avenue

Hew York y

New York : llfl.l
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My dear #rs. Roosevelt:
wmmw‘ﬁ-
New York

|

I enclose copy of a letter I have Just

i
:EE

1
o

sent President Roosevelt and enclosures referred

i;i’.fg
[k
H?‘

g
i

to in his letter. I want you to see this so that

£
i
g

£l you may realize I was not, unfortunately, crying .

Gharie B MwolfM,

Dr. Yerson .ﬁ- Ever 51-“-'3“1'51?1

PO . i Secretary.’

Comividen, Mase. Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
3 Ghasiouton, W. V. The White House
%8 e Washington, D. C.
) . _
m Hars ;
Homer & Bovs

Del WW:CTF

Lol How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costignn-Wagner Anti-Lynching Rill?

ENDORSED BY THE HATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, MEW YORK 3
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE — OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., June 27 - july 1, 1934




June
13th
1824

Hon. Franklin D. Hoosevelt
The White House
Weshington, D. C.

My dear My, Presidenti

Today's newspepers report thkt a desperate effort is
being made by Congress to agjo | Saturday, June 16, or

June 3. Adjournment of Congress without action on 8. 1378,
the Costigan-Magner Anti-Lynching Bill, which wus introduced

in the House of Hepres es by Congressmen Thomus F.
Ford of California, ‘un/yestionebly, according to sll
present indications, recrudescence of mob violence.
Suech violence has b in check by fear of federal
legislation. The imp adjournment of Congress 1is
obviously encouraging to begin thelr deudly work
again. i

In proof o sertion we, submit the following:

On July 4,  fiob at Clin r s South Carolina, with
the open ateol-0fficers of 3\: law, took from the Jail
Norris god with striking & white man in u bitter
quarrel, bhim. Investigation revealed the names of
the ringl ssveral members o e mob together with
specific gainst these indiviglals. This evidence
m 13. 8 of Governor lbra C. Blackwood of

Intuuriluun by detectives connected with
Governor Blackwood's office resulted, sccording to the state-

ment of these detectives made in this office, not only in

corroborution of the testimony of the witnesses secured our
investigation but these detectives also secured an sdmission -
of ﬁlt from one of the lynchers. At the re uest of the Steite

of th Carolina "ﬁ“ the expenses of these witnesasss to

8Bouth Carolina from ch they had been forced by threats to

flee, to testify before the Laurens County grand jury on

February 20th. 8o intense was the feeling in the community

that 1t was necessary for Governor blackwood to furnish pro-

tection. The grand jury ::im-d-ﬂthnnt taking sction and &

further mésting of the gr Jury was scheduled for June 11.

"1 enclose photostatic copy of threicts sent through the
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malls to two of the witnesses. Yne of tiem nnllea on Muy #lst
from hoodruff, South Curoline, sduressed to klss Clire nell Pesk
states “wee (we) ur (aure) wornd (weining you. wont (went) you
to of {offz Mimes (Mims) wnd Crewfora. this wh is whot
(what)you get.

Beneath these worus 1s & crude arewlng of i women nunging from
& Ltree. L

1l enclose alsc photostatic cug;.r of envelope unc letters malled
from Columbla, South Carolinc, on June 9 by speclal delivery to
#illiem O, Urawford, another of the eye-witnesses. ‘he threat

states:
*"Btay out of laurens County. We tlzavan't bothered you.
© melll fix end that dam nigger 'cll the other dam
niggers. sre to (too) smagt. |
"We will be walting on you. #e une through with thet
other demn nigger. #e want ;ra; ' rd for telling so
‘damn much. Crawford stay out if you know

what 1s good for you."

conteins a crude drawlng of
of & boab. .

T /!
I further submit front pa\z\g the New York Luily Neyy of June /
9 with the headline "Mob Uverpowe éﬂi; I'wa Lyne » telling of /
th#é lyneching of two men (L&i® om tre sheriffs &t Clirksaule, ;f
Mississippl on June 8. £db hgnt news reports eanounce that the
coroner's jury cama to veralct-- thut the victims came to
thelr death ut the hendk|of unkpgwn psrties-- una the sherif! has

announced the case offic bsed so [er &5 bhils ofifice 13 con-

cerned.

Dispatches from Culifornis report that mobs ure
threatening to Alosl st Susanville.

These are « Ynce egain we plesd with you to

insist upon 2 vote Costigan-wagner bill prior to adjournment
of Congress. in overwhelming msjority of meuwbers of both houses
hive pledged themselves to vote for e bill. ¢ cannot permit two
certain senators who come from stetes with lynching records worse
than those of almost any other state, who .re blocking & vote on
the bill, to sucoeed in their sinister efforts. Sho they suc-
cesd every person in officilal positions who has not done his utmost
at least to secure a vote on bill will, in & measure, be

& responsible for each lynching which occurs between &cjournment of
Congress and its reconvening. We urge again upon you &s President
that you exercise the utmost efforts to secure & vote on and PHIS::I
of the anti-lynching bill. if it be necessary, we urge you to s
a spsclal messuge to Congress demsnding such u vote. Organizations
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with a total membership of forty milliom have endorsed the bill,’
These forty million Americans, of all Téces end residents of all
sections of the country, pl with to &ct speedily and

vigorously to save J.nr:lu from the

rrors o! more lynchings,
} ‘ Hespectfully,
(Bigned) Walter White

Becretary.




2 ARE LYNCHED |
“AS POSSES BOW

iy Associalel Pressi
CLARKSDALE, Misa., June g Overpowering sherilfs'
posses from three counties, a mob of 125 armed men seized
twao colored laborers and hanged them from a railroad tresile
near Alligator, in Boliver§ G
(ounty, at sundown today. '
The pair, murdinﬁa Daputy
Sheriff J. B. Spidle, confessed
attempting to -aitack a white
woman, the E'.Ilil of & pl:u = - .
i 13 , B Bm town =
memgic o S, T L L e |
d'rh-ﬂht:n vl.:ltimn gi!!hthe mlo;j ) (HORTHWESTELRN] |
identi mna Isanc QIS e
:Inﬂ Love, . both farm workers FMI1S = Q;E.ELhFP! !
about 25, wers arresied in Green- a
wond early today. GLEHDORA

|

Mob Craghes Jail Trip. I ' l
{

|

When taken by the mob, the

Haymnes, ]:l'ap-ut Sheriff  J. E.
gummerall of Tullahatchie County, (A) locates Alligator, Hi.n.'

I g fl'.'.'nﬁltl.ld oR poge rl._ﬂ!.-._‘.lj_ agene of Sn_puﬂr'n lateat lpnching. |

!

4'_ ) . 1L || .

2 Held in Woman Atiack |
Hang as Mob Cows Cops)|

rCmIlh'nutdr from page 2)

gnd Spidle, & Quitman ﬂa:n;tr
deputy. ) ’ :

The mab was compossd of aboul
125 men, all armed and “resdy for
. business,” sald Sheriff Haynes.

“They hlocked us ot a bridge

ncross g river in Balivar County.”

sald the sheriff. "I was trying to

get the prisoners fo any jail, but

what could we do with three pistals )

when they met us ot the beidge?

‘There were other mobs back up the
read, too, one at Meorhead.”

Probe Is Labmnched.

The sheriff said that Lave ; %
fram Columbus, Miss,, and Thomas
from Carrollton, Miss. Tha mob
went north with the men in their

Jobh Clackuiole 1o 'y r?m-iﬁ
gate the lynching.
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CGrand Jury Adjourns

Laurens Cuuntﬁ

Dendy

Fails to Indict
ynchers

By HELEN BOARDMAN

FTER the lynching of MNorris
Dendy on the Fourth of July,

1033, two detectives came to Clin-
ton, South Carolina. Within an hour of
their arrival the interested citizens knew
that they were the state investipators
from Columbia who were working on
the Dendy lynching case. Not a move
they rn.acf: went unnoticed and unre-

. Persons whom they interviewed

ew well that no privacy attended their
utterances; and when such persons were
colored, no overt threat was needed to
make them guard their words with the
utmost discretion. After the investiga-
tors had made their report, Governor
Blackwood stated his belief that Norris
Dendy had been murdered (not lynched)
by persons unknown: and ad that
the state would endeavor to find and
prosecute the criminals.

In South Carolina, there is a law by
which the family of a man who is
lynched is entitled to damages of not
less than $2,000. A lynching is death
caused by violence committed by an un-
lawful assembly, When a prisoner in
custody is seized through the neglect or
connivance of an officer by an unlawful
assembly, the officer | be deposed
from o and shall henceforth be in-
eligible for office unless oned. For

murder, of course, there is no compensa-
tion.

Adter the two detectives, Richardson
and Newman, returned to Columbia,
nothing furthed
that the case woul

mmsd. It is likely

all, of the police force took part in the
Iynching. The same person said he had
gone to the jail' immediately after the
Iynching and examined the lock on the

oor of the cell which had been occupied
by Norris Denby.. He found no sign
of the lock having been forced or
changed—"it was the same lock that had
been there for years."

On the advice of his attorney and of
Secretary Walter White of the N.AA.
C. P, Mr. Dendy brought three of the
colored witnesses to New York in order
that they might testily without perscnal
risk. One of these witnesses, Mr, Wil-
liam Crawford, had already been com-

lled, threats of violence by mem-

rs of the maob, to leave Clinton, The
other two were Mr, Ernest Mims, of
Washington, D. C., and Miss Clara
Eelle of Clinton, These three
people made affidavits fully describing
the events they had witnessed. Their
statements, with the other information
were sent by Walter White to Governor
Blackwood who was urged in the name
of the National Association to take im-
mediate action,

Governor Blackwood sent Detectives
Newman and Cannon to New York
where t eonferred with Mr. White
and Mr. dy and arranged for the
witnesses to return to South Carolina to
testify. There, after a preliminary in-
terview with the Governor they, with
Mr. Robert Dendy and his -mother,
went to Laurens, county seat of Laurens
County, with an escort of State highway
patrolmen. That this protection was
necessary, and that the coroner’s jury
was secretly called, is evidence of the
tense feeling in the community, The

Hi

“REE

T.iru' Crisis

fine if they would only let Norris Dendy
out, and Policeman McMillan replied
that he could not pay out of this and
Pack Pitts reitera that statement."”
Later his affidavit reads, “while deponent
was parked atg-, . Pitt and Wall Streets
deponent estiffated that the crowd he
saw in front of the jail consisted of
more than one hundred people. That
of these he recognized Pack Pins, Offi-
cer Henry Young, Roy Pitts, Marvin
Lollis, Hubert Pitts and Chief of Police
George Haolland ; that the conduct of all
of these persons indicated that they
were part of what was going on." He
testified further that he =aw someons
taken from the jail and placed in the
automabile belonging to Fack Pitts, who
was in the front seat, “and in the back
seat was Marvin Lollis and others wha
were active and deponent could see their
arms being raised and going down as if
they were beating someone, and de-

nent heard cries from the back seat.”
n the cars following he saw Hubert
Pitts and others whose names he does
not know but whom he could identify
on sight. ,

Mr. Ernest Mims testified, after a de-
tailed account of Norris Dendy's efforts
to get bail, that he had seen Hubert Pitts
get out of his car with a rope and go into
the jail; that there were many, people
around the jail among whom he saw
“Red Watkins, Marvin Stewart, Pack
Pitts, Roy Pitts, Roy (Bob) Tucker,
Gus Blakely, Ray Pitts and L. L. Cope-
land.”  Mr. Mims went into an alley
from which he could look through a
back door into the jail. He saw “the
crowd standing with sticks, brooms and
all sorts of weapons and Policeman Weir
unlocked the door to Norris' cell.” He
described the struggle which began as
the erowd tried to force Norris from his
cell, He then went away from that

lace and shortly after he saw Pack
itts’ car pass with Norris in the back
seat,

Much additional and eorroborative
testimony was given, When it had been -
heard the jury decided that Norris
Dendy had come to his death at the
hands of *a party or parties unknown.”

On February 1gth, murder indict-
ments against five Clinton men were
drawn and T-Iucnwi to the 'H'I"nl?
by Solicitor Homer S. Blackwell. .They
were Marvin Lollis, P. M. Pitts, Hubert
Pitts, Roy Pitts and J. Pitts

idering and




i HATIOMAL OFFICERS NATIDN.AL ASSDCIATIDN FDR THE EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

£ Somaran ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE  wwmwars  secasrans

¥ICE-FRESIDENTE 69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK Roy I'luhi“ i
B Jou . cut TR ALS N 4-8048 Du. W. £ B, D Bois
EE::“:“J.: F‘l‘rﬂ Official Orxdn:"':;.: Crisis L RN —.

FIELD SECRETARY

Dansy E. LaMPKIN
BEGIONAL FIELD SECRETARY

ARTHUR B. SMHGARN
OawALD GaRRISON YILLARD

TREABURER
MaRT WHITE OVIRSTON

cun sy August 28, 19234

Clarence Darrow My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Moo, fra . Jurne It was a great joy *Im see you and the
Witliam Alen " Whita President again yesterday. Mrs. White and my
e R sister were very happy indeed to have the

et opportunity of meeting you.

¥
E

it
i
it

i

I, too, am anxious to talk with you _

7
il
i

;
i

:

Msl!..' your convenlence regarding Warwiclk, the

¥ Ei ;
it
i

%!

;
£

Virgin Islands and other matters in which we

il__:_'_e mitually interested. If you will let me

i
I

mow when 1t will be convenient for me teo talk

!
:

with you, I shall make arrangements accordingly.

|
i

Baiiag L. With most cordial greetings to you

Charies Edward and the President,
Ever si

o
; : cerely
R e i
;:-‘E:. = L" @3] 7ve vl
' Mass. . Secretary

vate Frastions /

rofmm Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt a3

. 5, Solumbia, 8. C. . Hyde Park / / )
e * New York /_# '

WW/ER | i e wl

D e DR | = s
s : How do your Senstors and Congressmen stand on federal legislation against i'guh‘u.’
ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW TORK




Luptenber T, 18.4 : /

Wy doar Me. diites- !
I <41l be bues ia  shington,
alter bopluaber “By If you cous to
sshington, I -.m:.].:i. b ;lm;i to tulk
Lo yous FPle.se tele hooe oy seo-
rﬂ-tr,r.‘
Veory sipe.raly ;  urs,

Mr. Waltar White 5 -
National Asscclation for the Advencement of colored pecple
€69 Fifth Avenus '

NHew York City -
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EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
WALTER WHITE

Ray WiLkius
ASSISTAMT SECRETARY

Dm, W, E, B. Du Bois
DHTOR OF THE CRigin

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
68 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
TELEFHOME: ALgoNoUIN 4-8848

BECAETARY

Official Organ: The Crisis 3 ) WiLLlaM PicEEns
o { ( FIELD SECRETARY
i U Dasy E LamFKin
REGIOMAL FIELD SECRETARY
_ - AT '
cepLtember i i ¢ r
: Oth ﬁﬁhmahﬁr—ii=dﬁitﬂi;p
/Lf_ﬂ 19%4 =

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Thank you for your letter of the 7th.
1 will make a special trip to Washington to see

you after September £Z6th.

Ever sincerely,

Ak

Secretary.
L
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Hyde Park, i
New York. e
/f'\._.\_
“WW:CTF

n stand on federal legislation against lynching?

How do your Senators and

ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK i =

. &
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- ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE WALTER WWiTE  secaETARY
VICL-PRESIDINTE  ° 69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK i mu::.lnm SECRETARY
:::-ﬂ:'}::: E-"‘;'l::. TELEPFHONE: ALGONGUIN 48548 ? De.W. K :-‘:’T'ﬂ‘: s !
ekes WeLOOR JONNCH Official Organ: The Crisls { et sscaxtaiy
ARTHUR B. SPINSARNK 1 =
CiwaLD GARRISOH VILLARD e ) fil 5\) Dasey E. LaMpEin
R : REGIONAL FIELD SECRETARY
i Mamy Witk OVIRGTON l\
BOAND. OF . RSCIORS September
Carl Murphy 20th Al
Josigh Frines Lond 1934
Chastsston, W.Va.
T. G, Nulter
s

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Hes.
Kaa,
iﬁr i 1 am trying to combine several appointments
Rav,
Marion

in Washington in order to save time and expense.
Lawls . Gaasett “#ill 1t be convenlent for you to see me on Friday,

the 28th, or Saturday, the £9th?

4 Evar ainﬁara
Wilkiam alting
Dir. Louls T.
e, whTeRAr Mas ‘GI&_
h Dr. Vernos ﬁ-

i Sacrata .
L, _ : i

b Hyde Park,

_ A
Ry Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt U 7 Lot
e oMMTTTRS New York. : ' l/'b 3 '1\[ ;

:
i
\

ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVEMUE, NEW YORK

j . How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on federal legislation against lynching?




Letter from Albert R. %uﬂ:. Richmond, virginia, asking
Mrs. R. for a message in honor of Maggle 1. Walker st a
oelebration to be held in Ooctober.

September 24, 1934

My dear Mr. White:

Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to send
you the enclosed letter. She does not
know anything about the woman of which
Mr. Graves writes, end wants to know if
it would be all right for her to do ms
he anklf She mlways hesitutes to do'
anything like this unless she knows
something about the people invalved.

Very sinocerely yours,

Seoretary to
Mra. Roosevelt.

Mr, Walter White &

Nat'l. Ass'n. for the Advencement
of Colored People

89 Fifth Avenue

‘New York, New York

\‘-v‘ .
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Send to Mr. Waltes L B RN Mg ~

and say Mre. B, doee not kmow anyting about
this woman, does he think it all right for
: Mre. B. to do as they ask. She heeitates
| to do anything like this unless ehe knows |
| something ebout the people involved. ‘

I

4

i T e t
P - LR
T ot ; “ &f L 4 jt_’ i
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| TELEGRAM ' -

- Fi |

. _ @The White Houge . | /|
| . . |
| Washington (

: N—EEEQWQ B—’h 1u" lg:ﬂﬂ 8.0, j "
New York, N. Y., September 28, 1934 :
Irs. llalvina T. Scheider.

Telegram received. Will be at ‘hite *'ouse at four

tilrty.

Walter Vhite.




letter from Frances Holder, 43 Bradhurst avenue, New York, N.Y.,

appealing for help.

Septumber 78, 1934

My dear Mr. fhite:

I anm sending you the en-
closed letter beosuse it appesled to
me. I wonder if soue one in your
orguniz:tion could go ond sec this
girl uqd find out if thore la ony way
in which she osn be helped. 1 do
not like to turn it over to the regu-
lar channels.

- o Very sincerely yoursa,

Mr, Walter White
Netionel Assccietion for the

Advancement of.Colored Pecple : :
69 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York ; S:0D
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Official Organ: The Crisis
i

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: /1?!- %
-

As 1 promised you, 1 placed before our Board o
yesterday the matter of the possibility of my golng to
the Virgin Islands, with Mrs. White. The Board voted
approval of my golng at such time as 1 am able to arrangeif’
my work. '

BECAETARY

i
/H/
W o
qa rfa A

October ;
ath le

1924

(I

Is it imperative that 1
The reason 1 ask is because our
heavy and it would be necessary
to come up from Atlanta to stay
while Mrs. White and I are away.

should go immediately?
work here 1s exceedingly
for me to ask my mother
with our two children

Should I mention my going, or the reasons for it,
to Mr. ickes or anyone else? Thus far I have kept the
i:tter of my golng confidential as I gathered you wished

at.

interestingly enough, 1 received yesterday a
letter from Governor Pesarson, which was sent to all the
members of the Virgin Islunds Advisory Council, asking
that the Council arrange to visit the Islands as soon as
possible, or to designate one of 1ts members to represent
the Council.

G :
: Do you expect to-be In New York anytime before
Uctober 19th? If so, I should like to talk further with
you. 1 @m to be in Wwashington for a meeting on October
13th and 1f you are not to be here befpre then I should
like to.come in and talk with you on t day or the Z0th.

Ever sincerely,

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 3
The White House

Secretary.
Washington, D. C.

H‘thTgaur Senators and Congressmen stand on federal legislation against Iynching?
ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK




October 18, 1934.

My dear Mr. White:

It wua very kind of you

to send me & tﬂ.-_-w on my birthday,
end T vory much appreciats your
thoughtfilness and good wishes.
Yary sincerely yours, n

) Mr. Walter White
Nutional association for the Advancement of Colored Feopel
- &9 Fifth Avenuo
| New York City

‘
i =




October 23, 1934

dy dear dr. Whiives

Mrs. Hooscvelt jws rucelved
severasl letters irvow tinis Liiadly  Edily
before she waiscs YeuLys w0 tuls uue,
shie wouwld lise tc nuve Juu Tell Ler
Wial you doow cuoout FINE TS

Very slucusuly JllULe,

oeelELary to
H..L'-‘!q JiJUdG?Mt

dr. walter fuive .

Hutloawl associution ror
AuVancement of' Colorec Peopla

69 Fiftu rveuue -

dew York

ha.X,

¥
Letter from Melvin J. Lhis
733 North 49th Bt.
Philadelphia




NATIONAL RECOVERY ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.

October 18, 1954.

Dear lirs. Schelder:

In accordance with our telephone conversa- |
tion I am returning herewith the material waich |
was nmisaddressed to me as of October 16. |

cincerely roura 5

NS Inﬂuat.rial ndvisn:qr Upard.

lirs. Malvina T. Schﬂimj
| - Secretary to ilrs. loosevelt, v

The white House i :
waghington, ¥ Yol
A \
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

. October 16, 1934

dy dear Mr, white: e

Mrs. HRoosevelt has recelved
several letters from this man, and
before she makes reply to this one,
she would like to Live you tell her
what you know about him.

Very sincerely yours,

S AR
decretary to
Mrs. Hoosevelt

ur.Walter white

Industry Division

National Recovery administration
Washington

D.C.
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NEWYORK NY 124P OCT 11 1934 ] | 1
MRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT
THE WHITE HOUSE WASHDC

MAY | EXTEND TO YOU KINDEST BIRTHDAY GREETINGS BOTH ON
BEHALF OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
COLORED PEOPLE AND PERSONALLY

Pua. WALTER WHITE;EFEREThHYg
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My dear Miss Schelder:

I shall probably be in Washington shortly
and will telephone you then giving you what I know and

~am able to learn about the man whose letter 1 enclose.

In the meantime 1 would suggest that no answer be made.

Will you show Mrs. Roosevelt the enclosed
copy of letter from Dr. Yruening to whom I wrote in
accordance with the suggestion that Mrs. Roosevelt made
to me when I talked with her last Saturday evening? 1
informed Dr. Gruening of Mrs. Hoosevelt's wish that
Mrs. #hite and I go down prior to the meeting of the
Virgin Islands Advisory Council which Governor Pearson
and Dr. Gruening are trying to arrange for Christmas
time.

Secretary.

Miss Malvina T. Scheider
Becretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The White House

Washington, D. C.

How 00 350 Semators dnd Congrossmen.stund on. the Couigun-Fagner AnsLynohing DALY

EHDORSED BY THE NATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 118 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK '
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r UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTLR1OR |
Office of the Secretary
Division of Territories ana lsland Possessions
Washington -

Uetober 24, 18354,

Mr. Walter #hite,
N, 4. A. C. P.,
69 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

Dear Walter:

L
In regard to your letter of Uctobe £ 1dm planning to
go down to the Virgin Islands shortly, 4;%&’23 evagpk-may develop
rather rapldly there, 1 think that it might be Just agywell for
icu to postpone your trip for a 1it In other words,

think that at this moment there a perldd of transition
which may not be typical. I woul Egest/ [therefore, your
walting until I zet back and le me d ss conditions with
you as 1 saw them before you de un{}# date of your going.

ot

8 5, and the conflict

As far as your going down at C
with your children's vacations :
N.A.A.C.P., you could of cgin ;
fore Christmas and leave fpmed shereafter, which would
give you part of the Chrigdtmas vacatibh in New York end also
glve you ten days to prepé Jdh.L.C.P. meeting.

(8igned) Ernest
drnest udruening

Director.
EG/d \




"FOR THE HIOHEST DEVELOPMENT OF HEGRO JOURMALISM™

NATIONAL NEGRO PRESS ASSOCIATION

OFFICE OF THE FIELD SECRETARY =
MELVIN J, CHISUM
121 Juckson Avemus O OLOVOUd Log
GLENCOE, 1LL

T Lopth 40ih ‘stroct,

Fhilidelphio, l'a.

~opLwonber 24, 1P74,

Lre. Franklin D. Hoocsevealt,
Tha White House,
Washington.

Deor .rs. Roomevolil:

You aro so busy and you ore wondoriul to Le able
to pustain Lhe tremondous volumm &f useful things whieh you perforn
with such regularity. You wore kind enough to lheve lent utlontive
ear to uy plea of last April end I do wost sincerel; thunk jou.

_“‘?nu made on effort to got a colored woman appointed in the Vono-
en's Bureau, Lut  rs Perkins wrote you she wos afraid to iry it be-
cause of tlo prejudice ngainst a colored woman ele. You are just snd

{ you are pood, you permitted mo know just whot ile siiuation wasj be-

| cauge I realized then as I realize now, it iz the projudice apeinst the
-bluu‘s.‘ﬂ‘!]uut because we are blascks |rs. Roosevelt thed stords in dhe
|way hidle retting anything lilke their dhare of tho relief which Fyou
{and the President are strivin; co honestly wcnd se ecrnestly to see the
people pét in this country. *

There are some few things boing done for Lhe oolored people, just
ﬂnoufxl; to gonstitute window drecalng and provide Lalking points should
the Fresldent muke inquiries aboul us. Bul ihat nonster coler prejudice
As abroad almost everywhere in \mshingion and elsowhere lrs Roosovelt
and seeing to it that +tho Megro is kept out of lLisc Jjust share of work,
kept domn by oustors and discouraged by domotions ond - an writing you
again about it because I knew you do not know the Lruth and their aras
agencies at work koeping the truth from ihe Mresidont.

The Negre in this country is teo young in his citizenship, and too
meak econoplenlly to be removed Prom under watch and west w?r:l of our
rulers. Seoretary Iokes iz tlie one member of the Fresident's officiel
famdly who is honestly #triving to glve the blaoks aon even breal, but
lr. Ickeg connot do the whole go‘h alone and umoided. :

. Ihe Hew Deal has |roduced runy mervels and one of them is the
group of handpicked black sycophants who have been chosen by olever
vhite politiedsns to ropresent the colored race in appointive posi-
tions, these 11l chosen office holdera werc cefeoted becauas their
Bponsors kmew they would serve the pose of splendid window dreseing
to oover up the mote of those hi {mmr who' are delernined that
the blacks ghall never have a fair deal.

This - is no plece to ho into the dotails. I beg of you to afford
xﬂ:h. opportunity to come to Voshington and convass thip situation
Yous . ]




i Two thinge, upen my honor 1 roniue you, there 411 Le no newspuper
lublieity uwbout any phase of m; budny recloved wnd nuubor two, I an not a
eandidate for any ui‘lficc_.

Tho rank and £ile of 4he hwible colored Tolls cre viserable; a1l over
Lhis couniry Llhey seo every kind and ohurecier ol elfort -Leing proseouted in
Llic intovoust of recover, f#¥all suave Llio bluelie, il 1: waldng then rore and
ore whappy; thousunds upon thousunds o lle roas all over ihisz lul of ows
aro Lecoudny discouraged in Lhe foce o tlhe pitiless unjusticeu Leiny inposed
voon us and we kuow the only sourco of relie? i throigh tie proelt and noble
liouse o fHouseveldil. :

fhere in .ashingion, for monila, in ilo Dopart eut of Goilerce builde
ing vhere thoy had somo (00 oid colorad ionen operatir; tlie elevoiora, I'ocy
for montlis thev have Leen guiell,-graduall; lotidiiy Lthooe bldel: worcrn out and
_uLtinil in their imluuuu white mens L could Lo on end _ive ou vany inctonces,
but thi: points elearly Lo Hoczevall 4he dreovnil thweu L whieh e cie pussing.

This letior is wrillen in ilov Yol Ciiy whore : m% luve Leen for a '
forwnights I wn lunding o gewwrriloud 1 mhr;q'-l'mr.l hand L1l aliiel ile 8or-
mmiits are jussing oul in Harle. wion st Llie colored pooplo. I wlse hond
sou a outting frow a newspoper where u bluel lewler of o b Lo Lody)aef Chur ;"
folk of my race nwiberin; o menberski] or fews ui'tlic.-nd{lm(ﬂ{r Al tg F,Ir‘“'"‘"h
- L0e0 dele utes from Ll econvenlion vent loie to “loie roapeciive con=
stituoncies with the messago frou ihat sonveniion, 1ot 4ho Lo osl, so far
us the blacks in this counlry aro concerned, is & fole and & graro.

. Ofcouwroo, ‘.,11::{ de not Lnow {lie frouident,they ure Judging wlone by
what is happening to then s parts of tle bod, ;olitie .hebe frcl of Lloin
Jroups have ileir exisience.

I Imow lhat the fecl rer fus Llid holiest=to=goudneas Fofy trepiuont
iz what you and ithe lresident eiwnl fore .ol 1 lnov o ou woodovelt Lludt o
jeople ave nol gelting fair treatient. Thwoy wee veol, the; we doilenselooa
tnd Wlhe only way iliey are pelng to ol a poucre deal 15 lor souelody to siop
cnd toke tho time to loak Into the nulior. You will Porgive Llo candor of !
u, remarks pleass, honest mon speuk (luinl:, <lic enly wa; the lie;ro iz [oing |
to get falr ireatment is for you o sav Lo it thot o slrong ealokle Hogro '
uoren is appointed to get things movin, 4u Lo ri bt direction for llo;ro re=-
1isf and she must not be a politicien, ohi mout be a utatos an Yor bound up |
iu ike chooseing of suclh an one to bring to jowr tiention Lie luelgyic lhe |
fule and future of the llegro people wnder ilie llew Deals

- he Prooident 15 moling a huﬁa succesn of tho Vorlds moot df ' icult
undertsking, bringing order oul of ke chaos which he Towrl whenrfie tont in=
to offiee in ..arch 1933, I an with Liu because lie is rarvelous ohd it i not

cruzing 1f some detlached phases of the huge entorpriee hus boeep'neglectod os

the tremendous load moved forward; but it would Le tragio I aGlpit, to allow
one tenth ol the whole people to (o alnost unnoticed wnd weided.

The hope oxpressed last .intor is now re ¢ LLet you will find a
way Lo appoint [ro ilice Dunbar-llolson us & livson|beiwaen Lhe blucks and
éWr rulors.at Lashington to sce that measures we bhoughl into. e fost which

4111 Mghten the burden of tho underyrivilered blaek olidldren of Ll lLand.

During tho unnpuiEn of 17a% I wrold an wrilel
sent you. 14 was capticndd:

.

wlidoli 1 luwe clready

¥ */ny Aoosevelt Will Jluke n Beoiter i
than ire Hoover, 1 oiill poun all I

oldent ;
% "
unid I huve the honor to subuerile risell, your oLedicnt

caid in {ilat wrtieln
wble servant,

zv,-z;;,aé;,__
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HOUW SHALL VE VOTZ
_¥_TE COMTNC ZIICTION?

Another election is in tha off-
ing. vhaot this mesns to all workers
8nd to us &8 relief huraou enployens
can readily be seon fron tho stotu=~
ment of Mork Sulliven of the Heruld-
Tribune. This political oxpaxt snys
that “"rieing living costs give rine
to poesibibilities full of soliticel
dynemite in the coming cempiiziia

While food prices soor (pork ir
,now gt ite highest mark since 192X
and other foecd gtuffn heva nede sin-
ilar edvancer) cnd city workers eog
well ne farmers ere hoplining to
feal the effects of the drought, the
Roocseovelt Agricultural Adjustrent
Adidnictration inoists on keeping
60,000,000 ocros of land out of
cultivction, "This is done in ordar
to koep food prices high during the
next year, Mo ona will bonefit from
thesa high food pricos excopt
gpdeulotors nnd Lankora,.

The ¥Rl o6 o wholo, hag friled
to improve wigec and working o n-
ditions, ond hae uged its Modiction
‘boards end troops tc breck strikes

of warkers who fought for more ‘mgos.

In spite of increoasod living
ecate, ralief nllowencas nre otill
* tho gemo.  CWA 1s nbolished while
tho government eontinucs to spend
hundreds of millimnc of dollars aior
wnr proporetiong, bottlesuipa,
jlml, mj.ﬂ.anu. atz,

In ¥ow York City, 'Lyor Lo -
guard{e hnc modelloed his zovarn-
nent en tho nctioncl Hooravaols
Jrogron of promisoé to tho werlo o
and reticns for thd banlers, .

-

He h2s brikon ertrilma of toxl
workers, cafoterin wvorkore nnd
others, e cupported Genernl
0rayente Infomous fnscicst proposcl
for ropgistering rll union renresaant-
ntives vwith tho polieo doprrtmant

rnd beeked dovn nly when ho roclized

that the worloers wouldn't stond for
it, Hz iz rospoasible, with 0'gran,
for tho erortion of tho polieo rifle
roziront vhich ie to bo ueed cgoinst
girilors.

In tur >m buroru he opproves
Commnlsgicnor Hodson '8 cnd Director
Coreity dumrnde thet wo.givo up our
inrliénrkls right to politienl ou-
prossion. He ottompts t2 salvo the
roliof problen by n $ox’  vhich will
Yo pessed on to thy et of workoru
in the eity, but he drocos tho lino rt
taxing lurgo incomos ond ending tho

bonkore corucnont which ecimpole ua to

poy anmwol tribute of 160,000,000 to
thn benkors.

In oppocition to this, tha
Comminist DPorty, in thig olectim
enmpairn ¢~lls, on o nationrl ceale,
fir an ond te¢ inflotion ¢nd the use
of troopr afcinut etrikers, fur on
gnd te wrr proper~tione, for imnmodi-
ata payment of tho coldioro' bunuo
end for the immwdinte paos-goe of tho
Focderil Vorkers Unomployoont Insur-

cpie  Bill ondorsed by tl'ml.nunﬂs of
lader wiion loecolo.

. on,r eity gerlo, thoe Cooemniot
2ryeram erlls for 200,000,000 for
vitor wmonpluymont reliof, chrogm=
tim of tho Yonliors coroomont, tox-
etlon of 111 $oz-oxampt rocl autcto
el largo orivato imeomooy for o wnat

BT




olum clesrance program and for Stote
protection of the snlorics, temure of
office end ponsion rights cof o1l p
State and locol govormment cmployoos.

Thoso of us who scc overy dey
tho effocts of Roooovelt'o and Lo
Guordia's "now denlag" must roaligo
that only tho oloetion progrem of
tho Communist Party bricfly cutlined
hore exn holp ug and tho millions of
Jobless or undorpeid employod workcrs
in this city.

The Comminist Party has alveys
ondoavorod to moko it cleonr to the
workerc that moro use of tho bollot
cannot romedy tholr boeic 1lle cao
lomg c6 enpitaliom romeing, It pointe
out cnow in ito oleetion progrem
that whilo workors go to tho polls
to eloct thoir own eandidrtos, thair
ultimrte oim mist bo to toko over
all ths machinory of govornment for
thamsclvaes. This is tho menning of
the Conmunist eloetion plank which
anyg— )

FOR A SOVIET ALERTCAL

The oisza of thic bulletin pre-—
vents on ndoguate diseussion in ono
iogue, of tho eloction ermpaign,

The Communist Party plons to distri-
bute two million ploces of jrinted
matter oxplaining ite pogsition in
tha clections. Soo to it thet you
gat oomo of this moterial in tho
noighborhodd whors you live, for o
more dotailed explanation of tho
foete diocussed in tho cbhove articla,

LR L T TR

MAKING HOUR H2LIEF SAFE POR FUSIOY,

Bernard Fngin, Jr., amolic Geld-
man, end other Tommnny rnppointecs
have boen muotod from their gositicns
in tho Heod Rtlfef Burecu. Commisiion-
or: Hodson and Direetor Corsi cry tacy
did 1% 40 koep the Buroou froe frem
politico. i

Vhile no worker in the Baroru hos
oany ccugo to regret the diomdesccl of
thece bonoficiarion of Temmony"d Droe-
tise -of rewording thoe fodihful, lot
- Ll - * - - rl

us’'not bo misled concerning tha
motives of tho Jrocont adminis-
trotion in kicking thom out,

Vposers, Hodocon nnd 0orsl dis-
micgod thom mot to keoop polities cut
of tha BureswW, L [ oen
Brood of politles Im,  The Tolmi-raic
Tdminis trotion, Iike every odminist-
rotion befure 1t, meods o politicnl
miching, Honding out jobo in thp
Home Holioef Buracu ic o dorn good
vey of building a mochina, ond
¥r. Laguardic and his genteol gong
ero going to 4t with o will, s

Yo, the renk end file of workars
in tho Homo Felief Buregu, heva noth-
ing to goin no mettor vMeh polidierl
maching controls tho Buraru,

Yo mugt rescrd the current
srotense of tcking politiecs out of
tho Burcou ue o veilod sttempt to
frighton uc out of ecny politierl
action wo my toke of cur own cecord,
"'e o6 wiorkers, ccn heve no interest
in the potty peliticnl fihts botwoon
LeGuordie ond Tommony,

To mivt exoming ond understrnd
thowe guarrolw only 50 thot vo con
orzonis our oun politiecl gtrongth
to fight for workorct contrcl of -11
rolief on® fer tho poctoge of the
torkors Unomployment Insurcnee Bill
%hich would roko thio pastibla.

AL AL T T T

IN UNION THERS IS STHEIGTH)

Thic moy cound like olé stuff,
but them ic no singlo truth that
eould ho more dmportnnt to o workar,
, Ono men con not fight fur higher
#o¥ oF botter working conditions nll
by himsolf, Tho pucsibility of hic '
winning thot ineracce or those con-
ditions dopends on tho mumbers who
fight with him, 4 mon ern nck for
e rrise,~ but whot s he to do if
the bous flotly rofuses? - MOT MUCH
BY HOSELF! Dut when 60 or 80%,
lot*a Boy, of the workers’in hic
placo refuse to.work unless thay
2ot thet reice, tho booo has poma= .




drvn, rur selaries ore cut trr, bew
cpuse tho scme weney oore for hrme
relief rnd -1 relief. The cutting
cf relief rlsr mrlkos rur jebs less
spcure, slnce lees rf us “re then
neoded tr trle cere of tho clients.

thing to think abeut. :
"'n crder to uretect r.vurﬂulvus.

g, et H”f‘gﬂ-" mE‘}{h
ghe w{._! v work,
T tha
?[hun ‘}E.&Em i ‘ﬁic.ﬁn?':gvg te
igturﬂai_at the same things to
iti o]
' Enim:ﬂ ishi A le St savata

Wo soe, thon, e mci =0 rod
i Euﬂtr‘-' "'it._. Ll oo ynrlc
Ea ‘m gatmo” &Egﬂr is n

the wdnemhleFdd dopond-rn anohrthet

rrECer nr&-rn*setiri}al 1,}1111;1{ that . frr scoutityl™ T 1t ARt ¢Ra"1~p1a2
cpm:tﬁ;:ﬁrﬁunﬂﬁm B ety ) Ol thing, then; thatme shIf-$ate

uJ &
1..rlg' ciler :r;ﬂniaatinnu are in- then in thalr stru~-lns #ar ~Anpurén
toroutac, " ARV roliof ~nd mero jebs, =nd thot thoy
Tils breader unity is'rne of the saculd Join us vaon =0 £t Lor

greetest organizaticnsl cec.ona of i ATLCRARER. BEatP ek Dath v viss

t49e rcericing class. It is r.'ellad oty e e Wb 2 ol
THE UNITED FRUNT - £ to- Et

doin pdd tr brth their strenzth
f nll workers! urﬂ.ni:mtionnl 7
P nttor n%rtl taoir po ﬂ'}g ? and eura?
ﬁa?a for the ngpﬁﬁofi saA Pir t oo tho sdmple rtteor of srshreem
235‘..;5’"&5 gﬁli’f cLiE ‘b?b:-.d.ur 2 foegilities. Emplryees ~nd clients
. unity exists between crzmnizotions suffor equ-lly fl‘f‘ﬂ tao rbeenco rf
whoe specle for rorlkers in other :?clghfgf‘;:ﬂ;gﬂg?_iﬁ:;g?; : iﬂ_:atﬁit}'
trndoe then ours, even-vita “nrkers clicnts in & fizat fer sn u.".,:r:n'ln =

who rre unemileyed, tut war find

their interests beund up with curs.
Teko u8; in the Hrme Rollief -

Bureras, frr inst-nce. We are
witelly intorested in edequnte
poreprinticens for réllef. MWay?
Becruso ne orrler 1nimin pericd
™ ng
:gcﬁgﬁv}? em;) Fyr?v?ntr: Ewrﬁw
ru:.,.r rno, nr ooy oumbor of us
unﬂm lryed. Adequrte ruliu
molads 1%t vossible for us tr keepd
rur seli-rosioct nes HEB empleyoos.

bocauso ~dequnte rolief prymente .

snebla us te tront cur clionts
1ilo Puaon beinga. It 1s rzly
whaen the Buroma d.r'uu ru-t- mcaiu

e i) ronte rat 2
glrtgm ﬁ gr‘hlau fnniliou thot
sl

ed te 1lio tr theo -

nnd. te 1intnn hal-ﬂunly tr pretoste
waich saruld bo dirccted nt tho nd-

ministratirn of the DPW, the City,
ond the Stete nnd Fodernl grvern—

monte.

¥o ~re cler intereated in
odequ-te relief copreprintirne
bocpuss thie meney pays ocur snl-
rriee, rnd,; in fret, creites orro
Jrh Ifr uss Wo find rureolyvos,
T M“’:x N
on.
nn.t h. the mrre
nh given, the nrro

hh ve got in ardor te adnintuti ¥

ilu'.t relief. ‘illlh rolfef h'mt

dorend eould bring fewdi- tu rosulta,

If wo cruld ondn nt.rﬂn;tn
uniting en the jeb (as .v arve deno
by menas of the HAB Er:leyecs! Assro-
inti~n), crnslder bow 48 Frre
strencsi vo eruld '_1]:‘3_-?\1_3 the

su it of tho orldrs. in unrmlr d

craigaticny,. And nrt -OWMLY tar
WEST AT O

CTELIR PLUIT IS DU:Sl  Taeso ':.“rknrn

ro cthor prﬂgactn rre ~11 intercsted
in the same tpings thot ve ~ro, 36
they slericrl = riers, engineers,
ertists, teachers, stotlisticpl vrrk

rﬁ rr labrrers, they ~re ol i i
e AssoTataL, Jy ArecE a fia-yine

set e dired y ieh el

® joba ond inerocse their oy tﬂ
neet the present high crat ~f living. -

If this fiht s rur £igat vy
den't we jrin @ at rnoo?  They hrve

elrendy renlized the necessity frr |
upiting r1l1 taeir ergrnizcticrns mmd
the rrg~nizaticns of the unerplryed
in tals struggle. Sarll we cratinoue
tr £izht nlrpe then they howe rlrendy
set in nrtirn the mnchinory frr o
wel. rrgroized strugle fer the things
thr re rlec dosire] -

gf'f'él !I“- ‘l‘m. ! !
te valch belengs the Aesreil-ted Jifive
md Prefossicrn~l Enorgency Erplryees,

the Foderntien of Arciitects, Cheaists, |
Techilclons nnd Engineers, the Uneri- :




loyed Teacherd' Assrcimtion; the
1lie E:&:ar ! ILepoue, tho Unems
aloye cils, rnd others.

At the frurth segeirn of this
erimittests United Actirn Crnfercnce
rn Werle Relief cnd Unocpleyment, =the
finel plene vere drrym up feor a nrss
merch tr the eity hall, en Seturdny,
Soptenberf Z2ad, when the ceomittee
will prosent the frllewing demrnds
tr Moyrr LeoGuordin,. These dapends
ecll frre

1~ The Workers! Unemplryment Insurcace
3ill. ’

2w Unien weges cnd oenditirns en ell
relict rnd PWA jpbs. !

3~ Iuncrecse cach relief withrut dis-
cerimisatien agzeinst Negre, fereizm
brrn, trmen and yrung TOTHBIE.

4~ Right of cll wrriers, ea;lojed cnd
unésyleyed, te strike, nictet,
speck ond neseabla.

5— A public wrrld progren te provide
Jobe for maempleyed wrrkers ot
trnde unirn wazes.

6= A zrpdunted tnx cn nll incrned in

the higner brackets, strck transfers,

sublic utitities, crrprretirns,
Trusts, otec.
Other demends cell frr r speciel

sesslrn of the State Legislrnture rn
Qetrber 1Bth, tr prss Lredliato lozis-
lctiry frr unemployment relief, fer
freedrn rf ueliticnrl prisrners, otc.
Tae United Actirn Cermittee hrs
oopocled try pll trede uniens te enll
rit their ontire menbership te nori-
leipnte tie demrmetraticn xmica
.—uﬁrba;’iﬁ in Unien Square at 10 1..&
i e De gt i el
‘equete rwdinte apore vtdnT
fﬂrqgliﬂf, te ra0E0 PRy mghrd of
raising relief funds threugh e sales
trer vhich wertore viI1 howve te £y b
ond te Dretost ngiinet the T8
Agrecment “hich threatens 1,250,000
b shamv-

T L e

SEQULD ; SuiE FELIER
WEI% JUI mﬁlogﬁ?m TEIS FIGIT

AGALiST ‘THZ BAMKIRS' AGFLEWSNT? :
Becurse this four yenrs Bonkere!
Agreonent, bera of Trmeny nnd brec

PLERIR P bR R
TiE BANKZAS' AGEEZENT MZANS-—-

T 300, 000 feailien - $3,600,000
s tance :
Tr o nf bonkers - $16,0001,000

_ 4n crathly tritute.

WHAT DUES IT MEAY TO WUREERS IN THE
EOME REILIZF DUHEAYS?

Ao Oritmnist werlors in the Bureau
sBay thrt this is tie lotest otteck en
rur strnderd of living. Tae April
rellof crisie rosulted.in a roie cut
rebuing ue of aret of cur Jemory
gnine. This erisis reesulted in pub-
licly ndvertised disnissnls designed
tr divert mrnss resentuent ar-ry freo
the Brnimrs tnd thoir ity il
lrckeys and teverd theo ptrsf.

The aresent crisis is mrre soricus

e LEBa nns
Lyt B g et e ] IR ARG O
peyless Thursdrys. It will undrubtedly
result in pttempts tr reduce the
stoff ond oagnin ooke us the tutt of
tha cagar of tho unomleyed.

Tais peliey meona p drive treard
frreed lober fer subsistenco tudget
whets tnd on oxtensicz ~f militorized
CC0 ermps. These cro definito stops
teverd frselems Thoe Toll Streat torls,
Tusirnist LoGunrdin ~nd tae Tromany
Erord of Aldormen, nre eng.ging in
e sbnn battle, 1itn the uneglerad
as & prliticrl frrtballs Still veic=
ing felm cwsitirn te the Tanlen
3 lnu} LoGacrdin mancusvres te lot in
g}' tae brelk drer the subury fore rise,

. & to rn weme onrners, and a anles

tox. MZAWHILE THE TUAXERS STARVE]
Cooitoaliast frrecos are uniting te
grlva the crisis ot F.".H ex;onse rf tho
masges, Jrrier Hylesed & 13l
m ;ﬁ.ﬂ. azbr rn

nYaL, -]
mast'wiite ngrinsh théir oreorrs. |

RELIEF AND WLGSS (UST CUWTINUEL
Hrw prro than ever wo —ust jein

with rther relief werkers ond the
u.nlﬁln iinﬁnr ig:.:vm rotica
r‘% };E mAoaT asninet tails
stnrvhtirn Jregrenm.

The HRE3 Enoleyves' Assrcistien
hns veted to jrin the United Acticn
Ceredttes rn Septenber 22nd. The
Crrrmnigt werlkors in the Burecus
JTo T tr 1{:&- fully the EAB
Assrcintirn in its jrint cetirn with
Tas United Actirn Orixdttee.

. Let rll ~f us vhe nro vrrizing
43 the Bure~us jrin v th the rthers
ot tha City Z-11 t~ tell

Mnyrr Lofuardia
&.&iﬁ_ﬂ‘f doornd te live 1lilm haen bol

(o .5 Tobgiult, 00
8 34 ot Br
‘z-ig?.i \-Ftor #%!: :: <. v

PRI Sl




Sent tofur. walter wnlte\- 11/1/34 o
i AT :

Ine roliowing letters pertululug to wrticle ilu tne Crisis |
wnd letters Irom weivin J. “hnisuw, on subject ol prejudice
against uegroes in verious wctivities or the goverament

Donald H.-hichberg - uUect. <3, 1934 : L

Robt. T. Lunsdale, FEfa, washiugtou (Lor wr. Hopxins)
Uct. <0, 1934

Dr. Arthur k. morgan, HVA - Uct. 19, 1954

Mewo. irowm Mr. John P. surchiseos, Howesteads Corp'n,
Dept. ol the Interior, to ar. Plexett, 1l0/<3/34







MATIOMAL OFFICERS NA.TIDN AL AESD‘CIATIDN FU'R TH Ed EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

S ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE WALTER WHiTE  sEcRETARY
VICLPRESIDENTS 69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK e
:ﬂ:'.,’:'l:.'.‘.'.' E.l::tl::- TELEFHONE: ALGONOUIN 4-8548 Wolkae Prosmne: (
v Vo oo Offctal Organ: The Cris ;L -r]’*v}

DawALD GAERISON YILLARD t J.'j. 5
TREASURER . }"'IP fi.' &

] MaRT WHITE OVINGTON

BOARD OF DIRECTORS November 8, 18

ke I
el o AV W
f”h LV/KW ;-3‘”,1,.

Hallisors 4 ,f..l'
Carl Murphy i .I!'
Floaios \5
Joonli B hons - My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: : rh f ;
T. G. Nutter i . .ﬂ}.-' H}ﬂ LI
Jene i I want to make a request of you that I hope you | %
CREm S will be able to grant. On yesterday I attended a [g Eu"
o, Harry B Darls meeting of organizations interested in the question
Hon, Lra Wi, Jayse of lynching. There were present representatives of
- o the Y.W.C.A., Y.M.C.A., Federal Council of Churches ’
witlaat Alen Wiite of Christ and several others of like importance. ot
Lt b Aty We discuszed ways and means of focusing attention (v
Hev. Mutihens €. Bbos on the lynching evil, particularly as seen in the
Bt} Davis Do Bola recent horrible instance where Claude Neal was
) D taken from the jail at Brewstord, Alabama, transported
/ gy L e across the state line to Marianna, Florida, and there
Mo, Mo B Lofunac put to death, his lynching being advertised twelve
i & e hours in advance. Incidentally we have received two
mﬁ communications which cast grave doubt upon Neal's
LE Somrn guilt of the erime for which he was charged. We are
Em%&-ﬂu investigating these reports. .
N M 3
e "“:‘mm,ﬂ'“‘ “It was the coneensus of opinion at the meeting
Dr, Versnon F. Bunss yesterday that a great meeting in New York at Carnegle
Lot ekt Hall, Mecca Temple or the natrugulitan Opera House
sagals T Mol just prior to the convening of Congress would have
o, TS a profounda effeet in focusing attention of the country
on the evil.,., It was also unanimously agreed that
Backeg L. Brown should 1t be possible for you to be the prineipal
E—'ﬂ-ﬂ speaker upon that cccasion, the meeting would serve
Charien Edward Resel as nothing else could to crystallize the sentiment of
MATIONAL LBGAL 1aw-_%h1d1ng, thoughtful people of America against this
COMMITTER great national evil. I was instructed to ascertain
Arther B Botngarn from you if it would be possible for you to do this.
Garmes fazow Would you let me know at your earliest convenience.
e There has been, since the Neal lynching, consid-
». ¢ Shetien, ¥, Ve, - erable growth of sentiment, especially among Negroes,
- L with which I want you to be acquainted. The refusal
Mo Tk of Attorney-General Cummings to act in the Neal kidnaping
_Eh in the face of tt}p ;lunded Lindbergh Kidnaping Law
I—!mh {e '#
s 0 [T U '
=TEE N S WL, I
-t “mu : E‘ M J;_
E How do your Senators l’.‘up&n on ‘the C -Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?

ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
! A
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I
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt -0- 11-8-34

which provides for federal action in kidnapings "for ransom,
or reward or otherwise" (italics mine) has caused a great
many people to become more cynical regarding the attitude
of the administration on the matter of lynehing. It is, of*
course, a political document, but I send you enclosed a

full page advertisement from one of the colored weeklies,
the Philadelphia Tribune, which is typical of this kind

of propaganda. If you and the President do not think it
would be unwise, a word from you at this time on lynching
would hearten those interested in suporessing lynching as
nothing else would. Incidentally the American Fednra%ion
of Labor and the Protestant Episcopal Church have recently
urged passage of the Costigan-Wagner Bill, bringing the member-
ship of the organizations which are actively working for
bassage to a totsl of forty-two millions.

Ever sincgrely,

—
Secretary

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C,

Wiz EL
Ene.,




Hovermber 16, 1934

My dear Mr. Whito:

. JI an writing to ecimovledje
your lstter and elditorial you enclosed
for Mrs. Roosaovelt. I an plonced to
glve the elipiing to tiwe Secretury to tha '
Pramident for attention.

I‘Ier:_-r sincerol; youra,

Saecrotary to
Mra. Roomovelt

Mr. Walter Wiite ;
69 _Firth A L] :
Naw mtm
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE CLRCUTIVE GFHICERS

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE  wares wame  seceerans

" Rov WiLxiks
€69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 2 A SRR AN
TELEFHONE: ALgoNauiN 4-8848 .r “| WiLLiAM PiCKENS
e I L FIELD SECRETARY
Official Organ:;The Crisis Diwy It Eaiwon

A BEGIONAL FIELD SECRETARY

34 November | ;. ;Wi* ) .
‘?Jl“ 101 1934 5 g, |

My dear Mrs. Roosevelti

Won't you be good enough to show the
enclosed editorial from the Sirmingham Age-Hersld
of November lst to the President. We think it 1s
very significant, coming out of Alabama, con-
sldering the state of the raclal tension there
over the Scottsboro cases and other matters of
that sort.

-E?ar sincegely,

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
wl.lh.i.n‘m’ D- c-

WW:CTF s
How do your Senators gnd Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill? -
mlrutumuhmnnmnmtmmmmmm !
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Novomber
£dth
laid

The Hon. Frunklim L. ioosevult
President of the Uniteu oiales
mara Springs,

Georgla.

My ueer Kr. Prasident:

1l sm ssklng that you teke the & fros your very uusy
1life to reud ths enclosed & @f the MNgport af our

investigutor of the lyn Jetobei L6th at Murionnu,
Florida, of Cluude Nes

ch 1 0]
é nvestigator 1s u young
southern white wnivsrsity wrolessor WOOSE Quile we are not
making punlic us to do so\wQuld serdously inturfere with

his future use Bht even lewd to physical
violence ugains

#e direct yb ifition purticuleurly to the- sheer
sbnormality of e e of twelve nours which wos in-

) 1 5K you to note =lpo how chilcren
cors welted sith shirpened sticks to

the body uf the victim uhen it wus brought
to ihe\growd of /between four thoussad ond seven thousand
person ven southern states. Terrible &5 was Lthe
od upon Heal 1 know you will cgree that in
the long run it is probable thust greater injury will ce
dome io the minds of these infants than to snyone else.

lhe lete fsllure of the stote and county mochinary
to prevent $ lynching establishes as nothing else could
thot 1t 1s impersative for Comgress to pe2s the Costdzan-
¥egner snti-Lynching pill immecistely u its convening in
Ignnlr!i Re slncerely hope that you wili agree snd that
you will as vigorsusly &s possibl® insist upon the Congross
that it pass the pill without delay.

- Muy we slso direct your :t'cutlon to the enclosed
eultorial from Mr. Luvic Lrern's de. sore Lvenlag Post in
which the failure v, the Uepurtment of ductice ind of




&% Hon. Frioklin 1. Hoosevelt 11/: 0484

bttorney Gener:l Cummings to proceed -gulnst the kidnopers

‘of Neel under the "Lindbergh” kldnaping liw is excoristed

| «nd itzorney Gencrul Cumulngs' excuses for wis “.ilure to
set ure termed ¥legclistic fldolesticks",

.

Naappuclialily,

LgcreLury.
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Hovexmkbor
Z0th
\ 1354

Hon, Homer 5. Cummings

ittorney Genersl

Dopertaent of Justice

dushington, L. C. X

My deur Mr, Attorney Uencrsli

weé hend you herewlth verb
investisutidcon of tue lynching
Florida, of Cluude Heel uhi
thic Rezoclstion by & yound
professor, ke Lukse the
cttentlon. to this reopoxt
lynched in Florida und ngd
sbiompting now to ciuim

by of the raport of un
a0r LGth at derdszone, -
uMion rus mide lor
e unive: sity

of dirscting your person:l
the feer thset Heul was
slebeme 115 SOme pessons are
Sdes W sveiu iesponsioility

oS kidnupiue luw. :

irse, thot Lthere is no law at
Proceeu =delnsy tho lynciers os
aspectiully but vigorously urge
oy, Lhe cuthordty; given you vy the
ping luw, procesd ta spjprehendc end punish
kidusped Heel fros the Jeil st brewton,
sporied hia scross the slute line into

L=}
ln this connecilon we uirucl your stivntion to the
enclosed edltorisl in the New Yorx ﬁgge;n* of dovumner
- 19th 4in which failure of the repurtment of Justice to sct
in this cvaze 1s sexcoristed und the cxcuses glven n{ yourselfl
for failure Lo sut are cermel "legelistic fldalesticks”,
There are meny Americeas who thoroughly sygrce with this
opinlon us expressed vy dr. Lavic otarm's puper. B

haespectlully,

S@eralilys




IThe dew York Post
Wwonduy, Wovember 19, 18954

“perfect balance of interesis for the M est
common good.” The Wall Street Journal d *y
uspally show so much interest in the “comm

3&" ]

Legalistic Fiddlesticks

The Depariment of Justice has refused lo do
anything about the Houde case. As a resull of iis g
p attitude the National Labor Relations Board is de-
- clining 1o take action in similar cases, An example
is the board's refusal to enforce the recommenda-
tiol that the Macaulay Company here inke hack
striking employees.  Such an attitude makes &

joke of the Labor Board sctup.

The Department of Justice shows a similar =
legalistic tendency In declining ta act in the res
cent lynching at Marianna, Fla., of Claude
Meal. Meal was kidnaped from the Brewton.
Ala,, jail and the Mational Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People is demanding action
under the Lindbergh law,

Under this law the death penally ls provided
for any one who kidnaps any person and holds
him “for ransom or reward OR OTHERWISE."
The N, A. A. C. P. contends, rightly, that this "or
otherwiss” can be interpreted 1o give the Federal
Government power in lynching cares,

Where property rights are lnvolved, much less
Justified interptetations than this have been made
—nolably in the case of the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, ratified to prolect the Negro hut twisted to
protect corporations against regulation,

Is the Department of Justice more interested in
splitting hairs than in ending lynching? The “n-
tent” of the law, Assistant Altorney General Slan-
ley declares, was merely to end kidnsping and the
“or otherwise” merely refers to the equivalent of
“reward or rapsom.” ‘What equivalents?




! Rovember 30, 1834
THE MARTANHA, FLORIDA LYRCHING

A Rapart of an Investigation Mads for the Naticnal

Xesociation for the Advancement of Colozed Hbg:.l

E9 Fifth Avenue, New York,by a White Bouthemn :L{qr:u
- Frofeasor inte the killing of Clauds ¥eal by & Mob

on Ogtober 26, 1834,

On Qotober 18th, 1534, Olauds Neal, 23, of Greenwood, Florida
wep arreated by Deputy Bheriff J, P, Couliette for the murder of Lola
Canrldy, 20, alsc of Oreenwood, Floridn, MNeal, when arroated, was
working on & peanut farm belonging to Mr, John Green. He was taken in
custody with another man whom investipatirg officrrs belisved ta be
iovolved in the murder to the woods and questioned, It ia allaged that
& cojfession was wrung from Neal and that he nssumed entire regponat-
bllity for the crime, Bheriff W, F. Chamblias, of Jacksan county, who
*ng at the Cannidy home at the time of the arrest, was apparently aware
of the lﬁmlng spirit which wan beginning to rise throaphout the 1ittls
faming community, and crdered Neal to bo taken to Chipley, Flovida for
safe kesping, a distance of about 20 miles. With Neal wore arrested him
mother, Annie Bmith and his aunt, Sallie B=ith,

;m &l moment that Neal wna arreated & blood-thirsty mob

rolentlesaly pursusd his,

The Merrianna for Octobar 23rd saya: :
effo o locate the thres Neproes held
for the surder of Lola Oannidy near Greenwood lagt roday,
;Irﬂﬂt}uu mob continued te mearch the jnils of West
@ .

An Assooiated Pramas m.li-.td: from Chipley, Florida, dated
g,g:- 21, and appearing in The Florids Times, of Jncksanville,
« DAY BT
i ';lnr negro women held in connection with' the slaying of
St :ulihimr 1 ;i;‘n“m e g e R qt‘m
¥ -] Tanoas, ot Pensscola oy -
hundred of man swamed the stroets a1l nIaM. threatening to
dent the jail unloss the priscners ware delivered,, ceenes
" itanding by, ready to protest tha negro Seeen with tear
:l bomba obtninsd f!\w.rl. nearby umﬂ& canp, Sheriff John
rrell said he remained on duty all night whiie orowas
ropent boczed hin to give up the scnars, and finally
threat ta L] “‘J:n if he did not do so,*
"About the riff sald, more men camg with

mﬂ o8, ng the negroes wers locked in the
vault and they would cut through the metal—topet
thes, uuh...ﬁwn up-thelr purposs and loft, telling
the Mﬂﬂ_ﬂq- d retum and go through the jail and

.
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The angry wood of tho crowd at Chipley ocoused the shoriff
there to remove Neal to Panama Oity. From Panmaa Oity he wos taton by
boat to Fonencola., From Pensacola Nenl was tnkon across the Florida
line to Drowton, Alnbama, - a distance of &1 milea, Browton ia
approxigately 210 miles from Marimnna, county-seat of Jackson county,
Florida,

I am roliably infomcd that "a prominent businoss man of
Marianna armanged with fricnds in Ponsacola to notify hio tho mowont
that Neal was removed", Wnem word of Nonl's r-muwi from Ponsacola
to Browton was rocelvod pevoral car loads of mon set out for Browton
from Marianna. In oy opinion, taking Neal from FPoemeacola to Browton
mg egquivnlent to handing him over to tho mob, It would coom that
bad the officcrs beon really ﬂmcn:;'mﬂ with the safoty of tholr
prisonor that thoy would haw either hold hia in Pensaceols or taken
him to Hobilo or somo othor large towm, MNoblla is only oight nilce
farthor away from Fonsacola than Browton,

An armod mob of opproximatoly 100 mon stormed the county
Juil at Brewton, Alabama, on tho moming of Ootobor 28th. Weal was
soized after Wike Bhanholster, tho jallor, unlockod his cell doos,
nnd was brought soreaming and corying and placed in tho front ear in
f:nn'; of tho caanty jail. Tho mob had triuphod.

An Assdointod Pross Dispatch from Browton, Alabasn, dnted

ﬂ.:;:TEB'Ih. and published in tho Marisnna, Dal L]

"An amod mob, estisatod at 100 men, stormed tho Emcambia

Tlade Houl, 33-yoar-ola negro o aliatodly sonfosacdcyso-

t to tho i;'zd.ur of mﬁ Lalh mnﬂy. ;!,gor unﬂmd,

r:‘m‘rl;!'m mﬁ; sald the men como to tho jall in 30 cars

?-rlﬂc Floridn Licmoo platon.

Wo aro going to take hio to Marianna and turn him over to

fh‘ girla! fathor and let him do what ho wante with hi=.®
cadors of tho mob told Jailor Mike LBEOT e sassrsnnnns
R T waw
"Jall attachco cald the nugro sne placod in tho fimmt of tho
30 onro cnd that the othors tralled bohind, Thoy sald na
att wne mnde to follow,

"Wo'll toar your jail up and laot all the priscnors out, if
¥ou don't tum him over to us,*

4

hm&& to & momber of tho mob with whom I talkod, Claudo

Noal was lynched in a lonoly spot about four miles from Oreenmood, Flo- =
rida, scgno of the recent erimo, and not in Alabamn as it waag firaet
I‘l‘_ﬂﬂﬂlﬁ. Aftor Neal wan takon from the jail mt Browton, Alabusn, he
was drivon approximataly 200 miles over highway 331 leading into
Marianna and from thers to tho woods noar Groonmood, whore ho wos

. mibjectod to the most brutal and sawge torturs isagimable. ;
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.Im was tmaken from the Bracton io8ll betwaon one and two
o'oclock Friday morning, Ootobor 26. He woo in the hands of the

tmaller lynching g roup conposed of approximatoly 100 men from then »
until he wvas 1oft in the road in front of tha Cannidy hone late that
Buno night. I was told by several posple that Neal wam tortursd for
ten or twelve hours, It is alpost fmponcible to bolieve that o
hunan belng could stand such unopeakable torture for ouch a long
porlod,

Dus to the gront sxciteaent oweaping the entire northemn
seotion of Floridn snd soutienstars Alobaca and to the Ereat mumbeor
of poopla who wantod to participata in tha Iynohing, the original
mob hich socured Heal frem tho jall at Browton, ovidontly decidod
that 4f all of the nicotios of & podam Tuentigth Contury lynching
waro to Be inflictod upon Weol that it wuld be unrime for o larger
mob to hendle tho vietin, Thoy pr red that his lnot hours on carth
be f11led with the Grentost posocible hmilintieon and agony, Howeoveo,
the word vno pamssod all evar Aorth = enmtorn Floridn nnd Southeactorn
Alabesa tiat there o to bo o *lynching mrty to which all white
H;p‘.l.u 6rd invitod,* near the Crimidy homa Friday night, I't io aluo
reportod that the infornation waa brondonst Trom the radls otntion
At Dothan, .JLlubnu.nn.. I tolked to at leunt throo Poroons vho confivmed
this otatasont,

A mamber of the lynching party with whon I talked donoribed
the lynohing in all of ita Ehnctliness, domn to the nimutoot detall,
Aftar talking with hin I went inmediatoly %o ey Teoo and ¢ ried to
Tocall word for tord all that ho had told mo.  Tho stoxy of tho nstual
lynehing ns related to me and later corroborated by others Lo an
followa: 3

"Aftor taking the niger to the woods abait four nilos

i Toon thor e ke EL D ErAsy Ho cag-oada Yo

cat theo and oay ho liked it." (I thored that thin bar-
barous act cenmmod wu:l.mmi tine'md thl{ other neane

1

ave ot & finger
or too, hot irone woro us he niggar to ﬁ“g
hin from top to bottom.® l.‘im tino to tine durlng the
tortura & ropo wauld bo tied nrosnd Noal's neck nnd hg -~
ma pulled up over & 1ish and held thers wntil he alms i
cheked H donth whon he :u:d. bo 1:':“:.:“ l.?d ﬂ:- to 25
bagin a over agnin, Aftor sevarn T8 of thin un o
torture, "thoy decidod Juat to k111 him,*

Neallo bedy wms ticd to n Tope on the rear of on autencbilb
tnd draggod avor the highwny to the Canaldy hana, Here s mob eotinnted
to munbor comewhare batweon 3000 and 7000 fron slevan southorn etates

R AL o R
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- Woro excltedly walting his arrival, TWhen the car which vas dmgring

: . . -~
i Henl'o Imd:rl enna in front of the Cannidy hone, n man who wao riding
the roar bunper cut tho mpao, 5 . | |
"A wonan came cut of tho l:mntd{ houre and drove & butcher
knife through his heart, Thon tho crowd camo by and mnao -
kickod hin ond some dreve thelr cars ower hin, ¥
Hon, wonon ond ehildron were mumbared in the vaot thrang
that cane to witnoso the lynching, It 4o roportod from reliahle
sourcoo that the 1ittle children, vome of thdt nora toks, who lived in
the Grocnvesd nelghborhood, vadted mith chazponed sticka for tho re-
tum of Nonl'so body nnd that when 1t palled in tho dust on tha road
thoet awful night these 1ittle childrzen drovo thedr vonpono decp inte
= tho floch of the dond pon, [
The body, which by thio timo, wno horribly outilated wap
takon by tho nob to Hnritnna, o distonce of ton ar cloven pilen, whore
it was hung to a treo on tho northonat cormoer of the courthaune Counrae,
Fleturos woro taken of the nutilated fom and hundroed of photegrapho
ware sold for fifty centa each. Beorer of eltischa wicwed tha hady
. ag 1t hung in the squar., The body wao porfootly nude until the oarky
soming vhon oomtono had tha deconcy to hant e burlap smek ovir tho | 1
middie of the body. The body wis cut down nbout eizhit-thirty Baturdny
meraing, Octobor 37th, 1934.
Flupero and toun frop Henl's body hove boon cxlibitcd na
souveniia in Marianna whoro ono man offarod to divide tho finger which
he had with o friend ma "a pecial favor, Another pan hao onn of the
K fingoro piescrved in alachol,
Exces Conncat,
"OIRL SLAYER LYNCHED THIS AN,
“Mude Body, Torribly Nutilatod Hang froo Troo
on mm%mu Lawm oinco 3 0'0lock #.fn Horning.
"Claudo Weal, Greonvood nogro, wao lynched lnnt nisht 1
abuut 10 o'elock oruowhore in' the onlﬂtg by a waoll
orgnnized ordarly neh which wnited snumﬂ, for haurn
;n avonpa thulﬁmth of protty Lola Cannidy, 18 yoar-old
rl,
"Aftor ol ard shooting hin ints olncc-meat, tho )
ook took tho nopro to the hemo of Goorgo Cannidy, fathor
of tha sledin gizl, and durpod the bady in tho frent yard,
Fron there, angther oob wag ormaniood and it brought hin
%o Unrlanna nt 3 olelock thin vorning whore 4t hanged bin
on o tree.on the onot sido a7 tho eourt houss lomm, Hio
nuda body wan hanging at thot place at on “rﬁ: ‘houz thin
mmmx.um“ aﬂugm hin up in the troo, tho mob
¥ dicporped,
k "Nal'es b oo mutilated, Throe fingero of cno hand
¥ &nd two on the othaor had boan aoputatod, booider ather
it 235 his nomiig a not Py 1 F
t 11 lg porn n nob, to bo ood, bumeod Nenl's
ghnok tn " m’]unt norond ma':pua from tho = o=




|
|
*For hours & woll organigod mob of about 3000 poopleo, ocn
woesen ond children—awnited in 'ringeido' sonts in tha ficld
whoro Neal killoed Lola Cannidy to witnooo the 1mu1nn§.
But it ia roportod the ip which hod the megro wao foar-
ful that oonopno would injured in the melae if they
| brought hin to tho waiting crowd, conooquontly the lynching
| took ploco at a paint on the Chipals River, as nqu:d.l.nf to
& Connidy kinenan, *tho nigger woo too low for nnybody to bo !
hurt on his soccunt. Daily Timoc-Coupler, Octobor 37.

Aftar iEﬂi- 'EE 'E%i ‘boon remeved from tho courthouno cguam

poot of tho meobars of tho mob dioporoed. .I.I:Ehr.rugﬁ Baturdny in a "big
day® in Mariapna when the rural folk comea to tomn to ‘trade tharc wam
k _/nns ag =any ¥ogroos in the town on the day following the lynching oo
: = urual, The cntize wook hnd boou ona of terror and conpoguently nll
thooos ®ho o-ild remsined away fron the town. Tho feoling was wory
tenge in Unrisnns botwean the Wogroos and whitan and the Negrocn ttho
spme in kept pretty nuch to thensolvoa, . . \

Toward noon & white pan struck a Wogro who sought to defend
- himself and in tho struggle with tho white nan hurled a pop battle at
hin, By thip time o orowd had gathored and at the sight pf o Hegro To-
oisting o whito nan the erowd flow into a fronzy. The Negra finolly
tore himeclf away froo the mob and mn feross the otroet and inte
tha ooarthoune where ho wag glven protoction by a frimdly group of
white mon, The meb claspred for another vietim but they ware held
at bay by o maching gun. Being unable to seccuro tholr intended vietln
the mob bogan a syctenntic attempt to drive all Negroco fronm the towm
I e roliably infomeod thatythie nob was led by a young man fzon
Calhoun ocounty wha hos monoy and conos fron & good faolly. Tho nob
apparcntly otasted from tho veot oide of tha ll].n.n.x and bogan driving
Hegroom fron tho otrectn and storec whoro oone Wore engaped in buying
and solling and working for white mplogers, An obsorver stated that,
"tho mob nttacked men, wonem nnd childron and that sovaral blind
poreona woro ruthlossly bonton.” Ansthor oboorver sald: "They (the
‘Nogroos) cnmo from the town in drevon, oome driving, sooe Tunning,
sdma arying, all senrcd to ﬂut.h.' )

In covorsl ingtances the mob ot Tosiotance on tho pit of
white caployers of Wegro labor, .1 ¥egro porter was nerving m white
cuotomer in fromt of hio employor'am store, Bofore hq. know what =no
happening tho mob was upen him, With a knifa he olashod hio way thru
the oeb and galnod the front door of the atare, His employor locked
hin in & room and kept the mob away with n shot gun, A Woman who wag
oaught domtown with her maid alnost single handedly drove the uob

away from thoir intended victim, Aftor emptying the ntrets, oteres,

#
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placoe of busindssy- hotele, oto. gf Nogroow the mob started ints the
rosldentinl coction to drive out the Wogro maide, Boma wmoaon Sont
tholr ooido haoe, othoro hid thom in olooeto, Ome man whome wifc
shiclded her oald from the mob paid, "Saturday woe a day of terror
and madnoso, nover to be forgotton by onyono."

Hi%: ﬂn ﬁdhm the ecity of Harianna wno complotely with-

out police proteatim. I wno told that neabora of the oob soarched
tho toen for nembero of the polico force and throatcned to boot thep

if thoy wore fo'nd. Ono oboerver nald, "The Unitoed Btatos nroy

uldn't have stopped that erowd Saturday norning.® When Mayor Burton
rpalisod what wne poing on and that the city maa ot the mercy af the
Bab he tricd to loonto theo policesmon but wno unablo to do oo. He
thon tricd poroannlly to doputizo come npoolal officors but was unable
to find aryoma to sorve, Ho lator sont a friend out to find soneo oon
who waald serva, Thig nan finally poturrned and caid that ho could not
find anyone vwho would sorve.

At &Il junaturo the Mayor anlled Oovernor Sholte in

Tallohagges, In response to the payor's roguoot o dotachment of Not-
icnnl Guords arrived froo Apdlaghicolenbout 4130 Baturday aftornoon
and gradunlly disporcod the mob, Tho guarda patrollod the strooto
of tho town and partioularly tho Negro poction, The mob rotroatod be—
forc the puards but laft tha parting vaming that thoy would, *bo
boock Baturday to finieh up what wo started,®

On tho following Baturday tho polica forno was incroascd by
sbout twonty mon, Spvamal Wegroos wore nttacked sarly Snturday morming
by whito nmen whe wore arrestod and placed in jnil, A drizsling rain
began about 9 a.m, fln.'l..'l.n'nui by a downpour about 11 a.m, shich probobly
provontod another "day of torror and cadness® in Narlannn,

mmug the aftornoon of Octobor 18, 1934, Lola Cannidy, 20,
daughter of lr. and Mra, George Oannidy, famiors nesr Grotnwood,
Florida, disappoared from home. It i alloged that Lola Canridy told
bor paronts that sho was going %o "wator the plge® and attend to come
other choree about the fam. The fanily tock no partloular notise of
her aboetién when sha fallod to retum in tho late aftomoon, She had
been soon by her brothor, who was working in & nearhy field, talking
%o omoond on the fam, Whon she failed to retumn in the avening hor
parents callod hor eister in Tellahmosoo to find out 4f Loln wmo thero,
Wnon they wese unnblo to locate her in Tallahassoe and sho did not

?f:"'ﬂ‘
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rotumn hooo, o ooarch was bogun for her in the commnity, Early on
the mormning of Dotobor 18, her body, fully clothed, wona dincovoroed
by an uncle, John King, o short distanco froo tho Cannidy honmec, badly
mmatilatod about tho hoad and arme and partially covored with biouch-
wood and pine logo, : ~
Ghoriff W, F, Chasblips of Jackson county wag called to the

Connidy homo and an investigation wns bepun ivmediatoly, A watch, rimg,

a plocg of clothing and & hamar wore apong thoe thinge dissovared

noar the place ©hore Lola Cannidy onma to how doith, Among tho first

bomes in tho community to be soarchoed wna thnt of Annle Bplth, mathor !
i of Olauds Neal, who 1ived just ncroso the rond froo the Cannidy hone.

The officors investignting the caose ¢lain to have found gome blondy

gamonto in the homo,

i Bowarnl boye oclaipod that thoy ooaw Olouwlo Nenl noar tho
osoeno of tho oride thot aftormoon and that ho had some wounda an his
hand which ho said that he rocolved whilo ropeiring a femoo.

Glaude Wopl Azzg-ted L

A soarch was immadiatoly bogun for Olouda ¥oal, Ho wao ar—
regted on the peanut far belonging to John Ggocn. Whon Nonl wao
arrostod he told officors thnt another ;an, Herbort S8alth, was agno-
clnted with hio in the oring, Snith wns later arrogted and he and
Henl wore taken to tho mearby woods and quostioned, I aa roliably
inforsed that Neal had boom in a fight with Herbort Boith on the
Saturdny provious and that in tho fight "Herbort had whipped him,*
In exdor to *Ignt ovon® with Bodth, Noal scught to invelve hio in the

|
: cago. Scith later relatod tho ontiro incident to an informant who % ‘
degoribod Bith no bolng litorally oonrod to death, Neal finally ad- |

|

I

nitted thnt Buith hod nothing to do with the oride and thnt he alone
wag involved., Balth was subsoquently roloased by tho of fiocora,

i L
' %iﬁa ﬂuli ﬁ Lola Qonnidy had alwayo livod in tho onoo ‘

nnialh'ha:huod. Hro, Baith'e home (Noal'o mothar) was juot acrosc the
, : Toad froo tho Cannidy homo. Noal had playsd with the Oannidy childwen
and when he and whon ho was large onough to work, worked on tho Osnnidy
fam. Foo pooe monthe, and poooibly for o porisd of yoars, Oloudo Woml
and Lola Cannidy had boon having intioate relations with emch othor,
The nature of tholr molationship wan conmon knowledgo in tho Negro
3 ommunity, Booe of hie frionde advisod hin of the danger of tho
rolationehip and had mekod him not to contimuo 1%, Mine Canaidy, it -
soema, dosirod to broak the relationohip oxisting botwoen hofadélf nnd
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¥sal and the fatal sooting was pronrranged for tho purposs of arriving
ot oome understonding. At tho meoting in tho woodo Miop Cannidy told
Hoal that cho 4id not want hio to speak to hor l.u:.{n and that if ha
d1d mo thet sho Eould toll the white oon in the conmmity on him,
{Bhould fise Cannidy have *told on hia® it weuld haw neent corsndn
death,) whon tho told Noal that she wantod %o "quit® and furthar
throatencd to "tell on him® ,.hn "got nad and killod hor.® Noal later
told & friend what had happencd. Noml 4o roported to have told tho
friend, "Whon che oaid she didn't want oo to opoak %o hor and thaon
told mo that sHe'd toll tho whito mon on mo, I juot got ood and
kiliod hor.*

Hap Cloude Mool Gullty]

Mhon I first arrived in Morianna I hoard that thore woao
gorleun doubt aa to Neal'n guilt. The rumor was that a whito son had
murdorsd Loln Cpnnidy, had taken tho bloody gamonto to Neal's homo
to have thom woedod and hnd loter lnid the surdor on Noal, Knowing
how ofton innccont Hogrooo are fromad by guilty white nen I gave
particular ottention to tho thoory, I was unable to find any mub=
ptantial support for this theory among tho Nogrooo in the Oroonveod
soommity, It o ontircly poocible that dus to tho groat torror
undor which Negroes gll pwer thio scotion of Florida aro 1living that
thoy woro too frightoned to cay or do anything which might caune
thes to boemo the vietlno of anothor noob oo nad so recently de-
gocnded unon them, Fooling was rumning oo high during the period
of !.nﬁ:lticuﬂm that 4t voe noat eafo for o oltizen to apk too many
questiono about tho lynching, Naturally it wma difficult for an out-
cider to enrry out a thormgh invootigation of ovory particular, The
agcgunt of the ourder eauoc to no fyoo the mest roliable sourcen im-
oluding ohito l.nd. Wogro informante, I otill have como doubta in my
mind but I nucupt tho otory ao told no the poot plausible and ro-
liablo accoount vhich I recoivod.

Btate of Public Ovinion n Ravonlod da the Local Progg -

{1} ; i ' in Unrianna Dally Tinos—

Headlinei "YOU CAN'T X¥OW HOW IT m'ru UNLESS THIS HAPPENE
1 W, BTATES FATHER OF YOUMG OIRL.®

Lord, but can'% kngw how it hurts unless you hui
: happen to mm- you low

e ALe i ture of Lots out of my Afnd whon e
?:'ﬁnﬂﬁ

ur. llu throat wos bruisod and seratheood vhore
har 8o she omldn't ory out, My son was in
ﬁd:d. l.'hmt & gquartor of A mile away when ho oay
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scmecne talking vith her at the pump, but he thwmrcht
it wan juat ona of the lochl boye and didn't pay cuch
*  ottention. He was right there in the field vhon cho e
A balng killed, Her hend ono boat in and she had Soon
chokod so hard hor eyes waro goning out of tholr oockets,

¢ her Afup wor. broken and he wng all beat up, EE E got
“ erssoring mine)

(2) Btatenent from Lols Cannidy's pister in Hnrianno Dnily

H o EVERY RESIDENT OF JACKBON OCQUNTY ouLD
EEE THE BODY OF LOLAY, pays oleter of Slain Girl,*
"Whon I yiowed tho body of oy oloter I wap horrifiod,
Whoever killed her - L
I oan Yy bollava
at much & ] a could happon to my oiatar.
*  If 1havo to bo kiliod ':nﬁopu it won't be in the panner
oho mot dsath. I know that thore nover baen anything
in Jnckoon eounty that wao as brutel, I'd just like to
.000 the oan ®ho did this juet snco, I ean't undersinnd
what tho motive wnp for 8 brutal deed. To think that
Cloude Noal, who han boon saised with oy sistar and ne
and worked lor us all his 1ifa, could do much & thing-
it 1o unbolievablo, anly wigh th nva gofdont o
ckeon county could viow the bodv of my piater, If the
i zuam-r.mmtm“mn:m-mm
| {ustico moted out, 108 o T

ior Ootobur 3

fmu.d.n recoring nino)

{3} MWMw_nm
Er-‘u&?%l- LAl TRITES ANENT RECENT ORDIE, ILAKES PLEA

mrmﬁmwmrmumnaummmurmmm:
*Harinnna, Fiorida
Ootobor B2, 1934
"To tho White Citizens of Joakecn County:

*Just o fov linos to lot you all know that wo ol
colored cltizens of Jmckeon Oounty den't feol no myapathy
toward the niggor that ——ethe shito 1 and killod
hor. Wol We havon't felt that he did right bocsuno he
Bhould atay in his place, and since ho 444 guch e ha did,
we aro not feoling that wo have o right to plead to you
nll for maray.

"It mokos us chagrined and fael that ho hao Tuined
tha good colored pecple that try to bohawe themoclves amd
work for an honest 1iving,

"I fael vory bad over it oyeclf to soa that no have
cuch a fellow in the Bace and I an aoorg the good ocolored
gﬁ-npll that fecl just 1ike I do toward him, I ta'ked with
’hﬂa and thoy can't a~o how thay can have any sympathy

or .

"But I am wrlting to 1ot yau know that we Laave it to
you all to do what you all soo fit to dg to hin, But mtill
l-lkhgom 81l not %o be hard on your pood oervanta thot
ha on honost and faithful for tho "El.m that ve have

'nrklrﬁ with you for tho othor fellow, Becnune we
pﬂg&& want to thank you all for the favoras

the chanca t you will have givon up to lot um have .

Behools for our children and teachers to tosch then and * .
o Joba for us to work and to gnt brond far ;hm that thoy : '
oan have & chanoo, Alec wo thonk you all for making 1%

. "Boomuss 1f sn't for the good white citisenc, we
ot 0% ey W e e "
g ar ing % ne, but for the brutal act
that was done, I uu-‘m the snoriff for working

: : 82 falthfully te get the right man,
Your }Mihm servant

aiin
ngwuﬂu for a chance for the batter olass of .
ol _Poople and not to punish us for hin, becAuse

}:'I;I:?.m ke im wrong, and we have no ayapathy
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]54} Lottor from Wegro Citizena in the Marianne I..'I.E.'EEEEHI_.'E
pndlinog "COLORED CITIZENS DIBAPPROVE CRIIE.®

®"Harianna, Florlda
Octobor 23, 1834

"WAEHEAS, it has gomo to our attontion that onao of tho
nont brutal arioos is puppoocd to have boon conmitiod
opa of pur maca; and
L 8, t'but :nm:ﬂ; and putual rolatienohipo that
bave e’ long the white and colozed
citizons of ocur :I!nh' coumty has baen intorruptod by
B bratal act
*BE REBILVED, ant wa, tho solored citizono of
Jockpon mmt-;, Florida, do hore and now plico our
staap of d.l.u.pfmnml on ouch an stroclous act, and
l.nm:.tn the fanlily that thoy haw our dcopest syopathy
ho law cur unotintod suppart in bringing tho

Fu.ﬂt;r to speody justilco.

Wo do not condono oring in any fom.-Wo bellova ia,
tonch our race to bo law ablding citiszens, Wo truet
that tho brutal act will not broak that friondly and
putunl rolationnhip that oxlsto poong the shite ond
colored paoplo of thim, our geod country. We have

tho wtoost sonfidence :I:u tho whito oltizona of thia
asunty, and trunst that you have tho sane in ua, Wo
ohnll ever strive and toach our maoco nevar to botroy
that truet, Wo tant the gullty may be appro—
hended and punishod and that the innocent will be

protocted,”
"Your hublo oltizano

R; ¥, Whitoburat H. H, Fngan
E. Harloy | D. P. Prooton,
mpar

{5

ackson O tizona lMay Fally te Fiory
Crosa tn Pm{m ‘qunhu:%.' i

"Taking o dotominod ctandl to protocct tho honor of wosan—
hood mnd to champleon tho oppraossed in Jackoom Qounty,

o group of sober-ninded, ptroight forward oon will
probably onpanize a locol ¥u Elux Klan, it wos rovoolsd
t:‘thn Tritor tho othor day by o prmimt Harianna

a un.

t will defond and protco T
flag of tho United gutu I.M. pako thino sootien nfn

for '1ifo, liborty and the pursult of happinacs!.®
{Undorocoring oino.)

nough many b otrongly favared L] a
J'.I:fa ch hr tho brutal playing of a Jackeon county
gl o wook, loonl officoro Imw oparod no effort
to uphold t.lwl.: outl:. ur u"tm uﬂ. tn pmﬂt 'ﬂwiz
prioonor, Io Loke ¥ np L

GO o th T t ho mumm
o nm.un & that ﬂnﬂ-ﬂlﬂ nlnwk io onwgh,”

Newo tm in m M p~Dourier, Ootobor 27
R 1 Py 4 BT a% ' BbTRERED GPTNES b, PAUL GRGERE.®
"5, P. unm., dmtj ﬂiﬂl.f! of Jackmn n-mnty told m
nog-Ga rt r m: n-tnﬂr uiumnn tblt.

rn for dnru:f of JTnokoon mtr in 1938,
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chﬁn ﬁ“Ei. nother, dnrio 8pith, and hio aunt, Sallic

Bulth, with whom Neml lived, woro arcooted ag acoonplices in tho
orime with Noal, ¥ra, Halth 1ived on a ooall fam oppooite the
Cpnnidy hemo mnd worked for the Cannddys and other uhito pooplo
in the conmmity. Tho two womon mpparantly hed nothing whotoscver
to do with tho orine but in 1thn oad expltonont of the hour bocomo
the victine of the mo%'p desire to wreak ito vopoanso upon all
and mundry who had the slightest conncotien with Olauda Neal, Moo,
Bnith and hor siotor Were takon to Chiploy nnd lodged in the jail
thare, 4 lurgo nmeb otomod thoe jail in sonrch of the woon ond
Kaal n;nd. threatonad to dynaoito the jall and to copley nootylenc
tl;rnbnu to seoure tho prigoncrs. It 1o probablo that had tho

t¥o wamen seccmpaniod Neal on hio fatoful ride fron Fonsacala to |
Browten thot thoy too would hove eufforod tho cana fnto mo ho oid,
On Saturday comin: siortly afsor Neml's body had boen briught

%o tho Oannidy homg, the nob desconded upon tho Boith hono ond
bumod 1t with poveral out-budldings to the ground, Then laat
hoard of tho two womon woro at Fert Barsangas noar Ponsacola.

Iha Background

Tneckson county, in which tho lymehing of Olaudo Nosl and the
Tioting in Mariaane oocurred, 1o one of fhe four arlginnl countlics
of Floriia. It has o mi:ulntiau nf approzimately thirty thouwond
inhabitants of whem smmo two-thizde live on fame. Agrimltuso
iz the prineipal industry of the county. Cotton io tho ohief pro—
dust, whilo tobacoa, poanuta, lunboring: and limo stme producto
are produscd in n_ml.dnrnbln quantition,

Prior to 1900 the Wogro populaticn grontly outmmbored the
®hito but olnco that tiee it hao stoodily doolined, It Lo ootim~tod
thet botwoon 40% nnd 45k of tho population of Jnokmn esunty in nt
proosont Negro. Moot of tho old plantations have olthor baon broken
Up or hawe boon tnken over by syndlentus which work then now,

The county hos the highost 111iterncy rato of any in the
otote in proportion w tho mumbor of ochools, Thero aro no publie
librarios in the county. Wogro ;mhrﬂ in tho publie nchoolo ro-
ealve fron §25.08 tao #35,00 por momth, A recont survey of tho county
chowa that ‘wt:nun :mj and BO% of tho citizmens of Jackoon county
bolong to cithor tho Methodlst or Baptist dhurch, Boviwnls arc al-
ways ongerly mnd woll attondod,
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Moripnne, thoe county oont of Jonokoon caunty, hao n populn-
tion of about 3300, 'm; Fogro population 1o botwoon 35% and 40%. |
Tha town lo on tho oailn highway botwoon Tollahasoce and Hobilo and
io in lino for consldomblo tourlet trado.

It 1o o typloal southorn town with tho gonoral run of otoros
oand o toWR oquAre, except in Morlenna the agquaro is eallod, "tho
Plaza®. Tho drug otoron corry o large 1ino of choap dotoctive,
*wild wopt®, and myotory nogazinco. Thiiw, Tho Anorign Haogazine,
Semopolitan, Litorary Digost, Fgd Beok roprosant about tho bost
nvallnbla :mﬂt!.n; material to bo puroocd in thoe town,
he Egononic Factor : ]

Bovere coppotiticon cxistn botwcon tho Wogmes and shitcs
for that fow jobd thord aro in Marianna and tho surrounding torri-
tory, For oono tinmo paot thoro hao boon 6 cnstant agitation
going on mcang tho poor nnd dlsisherited whitan for tho jobo of
tho oqually poor and oxploitod Nogroon. Eoployoro who givo work
%o Nogrooe whon white man could do tho work aro frownod upan,
Froguontly thoy are boycottod and throatmmed, Many cocupntiono
which Wogrooes fomarly seouplod to the exsluslon of whilton are
now ooopletely oocuplod by whitoo. The Negroeo have boon gradually
foraod doopor and deopor inte coononlo nicery and inpocurity. With
thom havo pono large mmbors of tho whito population and oo tho
prosont oconemio orisle decpond the etrugprlo for marviwval growe
in intocnolty and sovority.

Bgno Upgo Bonlos .

Portors whe wark in drug storos, rocory stores oto. ro—
colve from 84,00 to 86.00 por weok, $3.35 per wook 1s considorod
vory pood pay for domostic sorvants. $2.50 ie considerod ostro~
ordinarily good, Oocko in ‘boarding housos during the tourist
ssason rocolve arcund §3.00 por wouk, Tho ball boys in tho Chipola
Hu'llﬂl roacive §1,80 por woek for twolve hours, Molde in tho pano
hotel roseive #4.00 por wook for povon daya work, Each matid hao
the nara of on entire floor of ninoteon monp. Tho whito wnitrococo
in the dinin; room receive §4.00 por wook plus tipa, Theoy work
from 5130 AM. until § FM. with tise s of f betwoon the waim cecle,

Haltef e t

1t is olatmed that s f,lrn mmbar of thooe who participnted
in the risting in iarisnna on Ssturdsy, Octobor 27, had boom on
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the county relief rolls for sono tipa, JRalicf had baon cut of I about
two wocko before tho lynching cccurrod, Thore has boon conpidprablo
digoontont ove the way rgliof in tha county hap beon handlod, An
organization known ap tho Jackoon County FERA Purification lon;ue
headod bty W, Poogser led o doponotrstion through tho etrooto of
ﬁrlmm-{m tho Baturdny prococding tho lynohing, Froo what I was
able to loeam Poosor's T..nn.;uu. is o auwi-Fasclet orcanizatien
coobdning none of Huoy Long's ldebs of "gharo the woalth" with a
dosposated and violont raeo projudice. Pooser disolaimod any part
in tho linclenma riot of the 27th,

la oo of Lyn

Unile tho foeling aged not Cloudo Neal was cortainly vory
groat booouse of tho erime which he wao allogod to have cormittod,
tho lynching uns %o o largo extont a purfaco oruption., Boneath thias
voloanle oruption lay tho preoeing problos of jobs and broat and
mﬂmh&nmitr. A vory compatont oboorver emid to .uu; "Thia
lymching vas & gurfase eruption, The booic couse of tho lynching
¥as cooncmic. Horo you pt your finser on tho soro spot. :L'hu lynchk-
ing bad two objocts, first, to intinidate and throaten tho whito
tmployoio of NegTo lader and pocendly to oearo and tcrrorizo tho
Regroon so that they would loms the county and tholr joba gould
bo taken over by whito =on." A whito man with whea I talkod oboorv—
odi "There nrn. too many nigpom and too oany white paoplo lesking
for the oome job." & olerk in a stom sald, "4 nigror hasn't got no
right to .hn.w & job whon thoro are vhite oen who eon do the work
and ara out of work,®

ftitud
tien owr fnot that sozo of Marinmna's "procinent

business cen and cltizcno® participated in tho meb bl oh lynchod
Olaude Weal, There woro moms pooplo with Uhom I tol kod who moro
horrified ovor the lynehing and who wanted to raise their wico
in protost but folt it to bo useless to do po at the tioo, I
folt that on tho whele tho lynghing wnn nooeptod by the cltizens
of Hl.:h'nu o8 'a rightoous mot, Whon buying a magazine in a drug
Btore for which I had no carthly upe, I mid to the clork who
waltod on me, "That was o pretty had lynching you had herc tho
ﬂﬂllb!' night, -warn't 11" Ha moplied, "Nol tho lynching




- -

wacn't bad, it vne all sAght, Uhat happenod to huoinooo when the oob
camo in and drove the niggeTo out of Town wac tho only had thing
about 1t." Thoro ooomod te bo o ponorel mooceptinoo by tho people of
Judge lynch. They ococomod to belicwe that lynch law who really the '
only way they cowld "keop ‘tho nigger in his placo.® The chalm-gnng,
priooen and tho oloeotric chalr ar not onouh, To have o Wogroe nuldan—
ly dipeppenr never to roturn o Mo pooplo soomed to thom to bo tho
boot method of "handlin! the niggoro”.
fongluciong

It 1o evidont frea theono findingo that:

(1} e wmob intendod to lynch Gloudo Weal from the heginning,

(2) Tnt tho neturc of the proos reports oonfirmed thels
Intentian,

(3} Thot tha ototormonts ooeurring in tho local pross
* inedted te lynching,

(4) That tho local officinle and tho Gowornor of the stnte
ouat have boon ataro of the probesility of 1ynehing, end

(5) ™at, insufficient pratoctlon wmo piven to the prisconor,




November 23, 1274, A

My dear Mr, Thite:
I talked with tha President vester-
day about your letter and he said thet he

hoped very much to get the Costigan-¥agner
Bill passed in the coming session., The
Marianna lynching was a horrible thing,

I wieh very muoh the Department of
_Juntius might come to a different poipt of
view and I think poesibly they will,

Very sincerely yours,

Mr, Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
- New York, N.Y,
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£20th
1934

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I want you personally to have a copy of the report of
our investigator of the October E£6th lynching at Marianna,
Florida, which investization was made for us by & young south-
ern white university professor. 1 know that you will be
horrified not only at the sadistic torture inflicted for a
period of twelve hours upon Neal but perhaps even more at the
effect upon the little children who walted with sharpened
sticks the return of the body in order that they might plunge
these into HNeal's flesh. I have investigzated some forty-ocne
lynchings and elght race riots and thought that I wes almost
Immune to these tortures but this case has made me more 111l
and disheartened than any of the lynchings which have
occurred within my memory.

I am sending also copy of the letter which I have
addressed to the Presldent, and one to Attorney General
Cummings. Congress must act, and without delay, to prevent
the repetition of such horrors.

I want very much to talk with you when you return to
Washington, or when next you are in New York. A prominent
-southerner recently told an offieclial of the Federal Council
of Churches that he in turn had been informed by a Washing-
ton newspaper man that the President 1s opposed to the
Costigan-Wagner bill. I am asking this southerner to give
me the exact facts in order that we may run down to its
source such rumors. I have told this man that 1 do not be-
lieve this report for 1 know personally of the President's
deep Interest in lynching and of his desire to see the
Costigan-Wagner bill passed, and anincinlly do I know of
your own deep ipterest. I alsc enclose copy of the
editorial from Mr. David Stern's New York Evening Post. R

: Ever sincerely,
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt S

Warm Springs,
Georgla. Secretary.

Wiw: CTF
Haw do your Senstors and Congressmen stamd on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?
ENDORSED BY THE MATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVEMUE, HEW YORK
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
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Official Organ: The Crisis

November i
£7th |
1934 g

-

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

WALTER WHITE
Ray WiLxiks

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

SECRITARY

ASSISTANT BECRETARY

WiLLIAN PickEms 5
FIELD SECEUTARY

Danay E, Lamprxin

BEGIOMAL FIELD SECRETARY

1 have been sick st heart ever since the
revelation of what actually occurred in sorisnng.

But your letter of November $3rd brightens the

scene immensely in bringing us the sreat zood news
that the President is hoping to set,the Costdpun-

fagner bill pessed in the coming session or
Congress and that the Lepartment of Justice way
act in the Claude Neal case.

Unce again you have put me under great
personal obligations to you, and I want you to
know how deeply grateful 1 am. '

&ver sincerply

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt

Georgia Warm Springs Foundation -
harm Springs,

veorgia.

Wi:CTF
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
/' Last October when announcement was first made of the
crime conference the Attorney General has called to meet
in Washington December 10th to 13th we ingquired of him if
lynching would be among the crimes which would be.dlscussed.
For some time repllies were non-committal but we have now
been informed by Assistant Attorney General Btanley that
lynching will pot be included. I do hope that the President
:111 include mention of lynching in his address to the con-
erence. -

I want to share with you a letter I have just recelived
from a prominent Georgian regarding Governor Talmadge's
recent Interview with the President at Warm Springs and the
abolishing of the FERA minimum wage scale of thirty cents
an hour for work relief. This letter is from & man who 1s
pecullarly in a position to know what he is talking about
and 1 wanted you and the President to know what is back of
the pressure to abolish the minimum wage scale.

I shall be in Washington on next Saturday and Sunday.
Perhaps by then I shall have a report on the persordal mat-
ter you asked me to look into. I had hoped to be able to
get up to Bchnnmctadi myself, as I promised you, but have
been held up here. have, however, sent the young man of
whom I spoke when I talked with you over to Schenectady and
will shortly have some definite word from him as to what he
was able to do.

With cordial personal regards, I am

Ever 1t?cara

e
Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt Secreta i 4
The White House ‘ e Y
Washington, D. C. B8 H;ro s an editorial from today's
ew Yor ﬁ:Qm Post whic ink
will interes m.i .
Wk:CTF

" How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill? -
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. ENDORSED BY THE NATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, HEW YORK




November £8, 1934.

walter White,
Fifth Avenue,
York Lity. [

L most certainly do feel that the ruling by Hopkins of the FERA abolish-
ing the minlmum wage scale of thirty cents an hour for work relief was
aimed at the Negro. It is significant that this ruling came immedistely
after Governor Talmadge of CGeorgla had visited the President recently at
Warm Springs. Talmadge, as you know, has been the outstanding opponent
of the thirty cents wage scale for work relief. Of course, he was not
the only governor present at the Warm Springs conference but he was the
particular one whom all the newspapers "played up" before the conference
as one who was knocking the administration and particularly the FERA on
the point of this thirty cents an hour wage scale, along with certain
other features of the recovery program. -

This thirty cents an hour has been almost a ca
for the last two or three years and for the la
hesitated to link up the Negro in his statemen
ridiculousness of such a wage scale. Ta
recalcitrant governors as viewed by the F : e governor who has

glven the FERA and the adminiatration-im-general“gpst trouble and this
abolishing of the minimum wage sca ﬁ like an attempt on the part

of the administration to conciliate
not to reveal its source because
the information was given to_me

srictest confidence, that Talmadge
had planned up until a week
t

7 : still be planning unless he has
been fully conclllated by /the Prefldent) one of the dirtiest anti-Negro
campalgns that has been p 0

i n| recent years 1n the South. Of course
the real objectlve behind \th the United States senatorship. It is
his idea, I unders to'\Qppoed ‘the present Senator, Russell. Tal-
madge's whole pro p untll this last minute, antl-adminis-
tration and as si “as 1t mi ﬁt seem to one in the North the theoretical
favoritism shown e Negrp|in connection with the Hecovery Program would
be the biggest 1 he d offer Ugorgia "Red Necks". His plan was
1s to attack Russell not because he has shown
any particular int in the Negro but because Russell is a supporter
of the administration and therefore by "reducto ad absurdem" Russell is
therefore in sympathy with giving an unusual amount of the benefits of
the Recovery Program to the Negro.

aign 1ssue with Talmadge
year or so he has not
concerning the

3 been one of the two

May I state confidentially, and ash

This is all ridiculous because first of all the Recovery program has not
functioned fairly among Negroes in the South. Secondly, Russell is no *
particular friend of the Negro. What I imagine will happen if and when
Talmadge launches his campalgn against Russell will be that Russell's
defense instead of being a Justification of giving the Negro an "alleged"
uare deal will be an attempt to exceed Talmadge in the bitterness of
s attack on the Negro from some other front.

Of course Talmadge's opposition to the asdministration may be over come by
such coneiliatory measures as the abolishing of the thirty cents an hour
wage scale for work relief and other measures that have not been an- -
nounced as yet.

Very sincerely yours,
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My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

1 thought you might like to see the
printed version of the Marianna lynching, with
illustrations, so 1 am sending you enclosed
two coples.

Of an edition of five thousand,
delivered last lhursday, more than four
thousand have already been distributed, the
demand coming from all parts of the United
States.

Ever sincefely ) .
T P

Secratary.

Mrs. Elesnor Hoosevelt
The White House 5
Washington, L. €.

* ko o mrm?mllr“{ Congressmen stand on” the Contigan-Wagnoe' Anti | o hing Hille
ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL IMFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, HEW YORK
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December 20, 19334

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I am enclosing a copy of & letter vhich
I addressed to you yesterday at the thite House.

y You may have seen 1t already, but I am
enclosing a clipping from this mornfng's New York
Iimes with the statement by Sheriff John E. CGant
regarding the attempt of the mob at Shelbyville,
Tennessee, to lynch a Hegro.

! 1 wonder if you could see me on Friday
or Saturday morning.

Ever’ sincerely, ¢
) et
|
. i Vzt ctary

Mrs. Eleanor loosevelt
43 East 65th Street
New York City

L]

W/RR

-

v © MNew dw your Senators |_nn‘ Congresmen stand on the Costigan Wagner Anti Lynehing Bill?
‘ EMDORSED BY THEMATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, -

miny en taken &Y be- world 14 praven -

nd
fore ould | get ki ﬁdun'l hurt, Tha meh
I o e n,' the Guardimen o
A kprt almstublishments | taig actlon,'"
falled to réveal The eman's bdantity.

—— .
CALLS mon ‘CRAZY DRUNK.

eEshul i,

Deputy Sheriff Says Advance on
Guns Was “Pitiful Sighi.’
e E

Bpecial to The Mew Youx Tisira.

ﬂHELBm.LE. Tenn., Dec. 19—
The way a mob mnrched againet
bullels and bayonsts in an effort to
selze & Negro here foday was de.
fcribed by Deputy Sherlff John &,
Gunt na “one of ihg most pltiful
ll!h'-‘ I ever maw,"

e people fust walked Intg
the bullets, Fight into the faces af
the guns,' he eaid, i

declared that meostser them
Mwerg orarsy drunk,'*

Describing haw E. 3. Hearrls, the
Negro, was saved after ihe mokb
began its third aliack, he sald: '

“We decided to ket the Negro out
of there, 1t was dangerous for
everybody and we didn't want any
more shed, -~

“The Guardsmen had an extra
uniferm overcost and soma leggins b
&nd & mack, They wore put

R e

i i




December 19, 153

Hy dear lrs. Roosevelt:

fn thinking over my request of vou or llesexnher 15
thut yon arrange cn appointment with the President for me, I
it cocurs to me that I should have tgld wou the purpose for |
my request. It deals, of course, withl the matter of lynching
and the Cottigan-wagner bill.

In order to streéngthen pul ntiment behind the
bill ana to give greaterpsup to the gaident's unequi-
voecal poslition mgalnst ly fipy ena for the cnactment of
adequnte legislation, we B, ong otber thinegs, eirculated
a memorial which we have ¥ governors, the mayors of amboout
ist of university and collepe
Jurists and organization hesds

presidents, editors, chure
to aign.

The resppise to Faquests Tor signatures has been
hind signatures even from the mayors
g fig the univeruity presidents who
have gtiixe 2! are Presidents Angell of Yale,

Ames of J of the University of Florida,
Clothier s Comatock of Hadeliffe, Gray of ;merican
MaCracke y MoConnell of Horth Texas Teachers Colle
Neilson o

endleton of wellegley, Snavely of ﬂirmingL-:
Southern, of Mount Holyoke, Williams of the Universicy
of Wissouri, and many others. ;

I wish you would mdviee me as to wvhether or not ix
would be an imposition upon the President = busy as he ia now =
to reoaive s seleot delegation of not more then Tive persone on
Friday, December 28 or sSaturday, becember £9, at which time
. this memorial may be presented to him. It is necessary that
it be presented to him prior to the opening of Congress, ua
you will note from the way in which it is phrased. 1 enclose
copy of the memorial. The outstanding cherecter of the sipnere/
would give popular support, we helieve, to whatever the Presi-
dent sees it to recommend to Congress. wWould you be pood
enough to udvise me frankly on this as the time 18 quite short
for gettiog the delegatlon together. we plan asking one die-
tinguished churehman, one educator, one distinguished roman, |

_ |




3, /

Yru, gleanor Roosevelt - g2,

ana, 1ir possible, one ohtstanding southerner to make up the delegntion.

Ever sincerely, !

{Bigned) TALIEZ "H1IE

Secreta
Pas Sa i

meaorial to the President is as follows: 1. Frederiok soott,

member of the Watlonal Hoard of the Y.W.C. 1dent, Richmond,

Virginia ¥Y.W.Csd., convener for the southgyn regivh, national Hoard,

muel Molrea uavert,

htist in America, or

/. S. Ames, President,

he igl; 4. James Weldon
sk University; special

bng This Way","Negro jimeri-
ouston of Howara University, |

Y.Weleds, #ind lesder ol southern onpinion;

|
‘ - the committee which has tentatively been selected to present the 1
|
| gegretary of the Federal Council of churoles of

Johns Hopkins University and slanes
Johnson, prefessor, Creative Litef
lecturer, Wew York Universiiy; a
cana, What Now"™, eto.; 5. Dean Chg

as we wWished to withhold invi-

n President will be abtle to reccive

aur when the delegation will be re- .
*ived. Ir the President has no *
ohjeotion, I should like alsoc to be
present. I do hope very much that wyou

G None of these hes as yet Wi
tations until we know first ir
the dalegéﬁinnq and the date s

Hrs. ElunnH Roosevelt
The White E a

#ashington, D. C. will be able to be present.
I = We Te
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' PRESIDEA? OF THE UNIZED STATES,




December 27, 1934

0 TIE HONOWARLE FiAMKLIN D. HCGHEVELT,
FRESTIERT OF THY UNITRD O'TATHS:

The killing and burning elive of human
beings by wobs in the United sStatos is & reproach
upon our nation throughout the eivilized world. The
recent shameless ebduction of & priscner and trenspor-
tation aoross the State lime fron ilabas to Mlovdde
to be lynohed, with the erime advertised throughout
the nation twelve hours in advance, is & notorious
exanple of the complete breakdowvn or the wachinery of
Justioe whieoh has grown out or the lynohing evil,
Jince 1882, 5,008 human beings have been lynohed in
the United utates, with less thun v dogen convictions;
in each of these oases only nominal prisen terns were
tiven the lynochers.

During 1934 the total of lynehings has
alreedy reached the alarming number of 16, “hile the
Lontl gan~Tagner Anti-Lynehing B1ll waa pending in the
Oongress there was a couplete oessation of lynching
for a period of eix months but sinoe June, when Congress
-d}num-drwlihut voting on the Costl an-.agner bill,
16 mob murders have taken place,

We, the undersigned, urge respeotfilly
htmum'untﬂmmtuﬂhmnm
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opening address to the Congreas place the Costigan-

Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill on your "must" program. (nly
i unequiveocal wmction by yourself aa the leader of American

opinicn ocan overcome the objeotions even to u vote on

the maansure %y u amall group in the Senate who prevented

a vote during the last session of Congress. In behalf

of the good name of America we reapectfully urge '

immediate aotien upon the convening of Congress to

the end that the Federal Covernment may give aid, as

it hes in the easo of kidnapplng, to the State in

stamping out this notorious American crime.

THE SIGHNERSE

Governors of Stetes and Governors-Ilect
Hon. C. Douglass Buck, Delaware
Hon. Alf M. Lendon, Kensas
Hom. William A. Comstook, 14 chigen
Hon. Frank D. Fhtzgerald, Michigan
Hon. A. Harry Moore, New Jersey g
Hon. Harold G. Hoffman, New Jersey
Hon. Herbert H. Lehman, New York
Hon. Tom Moodie, North Dakota .
,L Hon. Gifford Pinchot, Pennsylvania
!




Enn.

Hon.

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Hon.

Hon.

Hon.
Hon,
Hon,

Mayors
John Boyd Thaoher, End, Albany, New York
Fred E. Lawis, Allentown, Fa.
Harry Bacharach, Atlantic City, N. J.
Howard W. Jackson, Baltimore, Md.
R. R. Stewart, Camden, N. J.
R. P. DeVan, Charlestom, V. Va.
Russell Wilsom, Cincinnati, Ohio
Barry L. Davis, Cleveland, Ohio
Hugh P. Finnerty, Counoil Bluffs, Iowa
F. C. Roberts, Easton, Fa.
Henry ii. Honan, Elmira, New York
George A. Hoverter, Harrisburg, Fa.
John Cavanaugh, Homestead, Fm,
Leon F. Hoberts, Jamestown, N. Y.
Daniel W. Hoan, Milwaukee, Wis.
A. G. Bainbridge, Minneapolis, Minn.
Mortimer A. Sullivan, Newport, R. I.
Hoy N. Wowl, Omaha, Neb.
George E. Spratt, Foughkeepsie, N. Y.
Mark H. Gehan, St. Paul, Minn,
Anjelo J. Rossi, San Franoiseo, Calif.
Charles L. smith, Seattle, Hashington
James E. Hagan, Somerville, Mass,
Fred R. Gray, Springfield, Ohio
Solom T. Klotz, Toledo, Ohio
George LeBarre, Trenton, N. J.

!- ‘.l m’ m-.. m. I\H‘
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ishops and Churchmen

Semuesl G. Babooek, Suffragan Bishop, F.E. Chureh,
Massachusetts

Frederick B. Bartlett, Eplscopal Bishop of MNorth Dakota

Ferdinend ¢. Blanchard, Euclid Avenue Congregational
Churoh, Cleveland, Ohio

Samuel B. Booth, Episcopal Bishop of Vermont
W. Hussell Bowie, Graoe Church, New York City

Harold Lecnard Bowman, First Iresbyterian Churoh,
Chicago, Ill.

Arthur H. Bradford, Central Congregational Church,
Frovidence, R. I.

PBenjamin Brewster, Episcopal Bishop of Maine

Charles E. Burton, Secretary, General Council of
Congregational and Christimn Churches

C, M. Brown, Cann Memorisl Presbyterian Churech,
Eershaw, 3. C.

Randall A. Carter, Fresiding Bishop, Third Distris%,
< 0. M. E. Church, Chicago, Ill.

Samusl MoCrea Cavert, General Seoretary, Federal Counoil
of Churches of Christ in imerioa,
| New York City

8. M. Corooran, Superintendent, Methodist Episcopal
Church Union, Fittsburgh, Pa.

i
| Thomes ¥. Davies, Episcopal Blnh:‘rg.nr liestern lassa-
e chuse

Ralph S. Cushman, Bishop of Methodist Episcopal Chureh,
Denver, Colo.

~.Cameron J. Davis, Episcopal Bishop of Western New York,
Buffalo, N. Y. -

Edward Thomas Demby, Suffragan Bishop of au:l.uﬁ VWork
: : of the Iﬁilmm Church in the Southwest,
Little Rook, Ark.

R. E. Diffendorfer, Correspond Seoretary m of |
I'mta,m-inu of Methodist Epimcopal |
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Bishops and Churchmen - Continued

J. Stanley Durkee, Flymouth Church of the Pilgrims,
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Harry Emerson Fosdick, Hiverside Chureh, New York City

James E. Freeman, Episcopal Bishop of washington, D. C.
Willianm Hiram Foulkes, 0ld First Church, Newark, N. J,

Charles C. Gilbert, Episcopal Bishop, Dioccese of New
York, New York city

John Haynes Holmes, Community Church, New York city

Morris S. Lazaron, Rabbi, Daltimore Hebrew Congregation,
EHlﬂm“. ud,.

Adnsh Wright Leonard, Resident Bishop, Fittsburgh Ares,
Methodis* Epiccopal Church

Ralph W. MoKenzie, Distriot Superintendent, Blairsville
Distriot, Methodist Episcopal Church,
Pittﬂmgh. Pa.
Burr R. MoKnight, District Superintemndent, Monongahela
Distrioct, Methodist Episcopal Chursch,
Pittsburgh, ra.
William T. Mamning, Episcopal Bishop of New York

J+ C. Martin, Presiding Bishop, Fourth Episcopal Distriet,
Colored Methodist Episcopal Church

Boynton Merrill, The Seocond Church in Newton, Vest Newton,

Mapa,
William Plerson Merrill, Brieck FPresbyteriun Chureh,
NHew York City
Edwin D, Mouzon, Bis Mathodiet Episcopal Church
: smtn.'unrmh. N. Co 1 e
G. Ashton Oldhem, Episcopal Bishop of ilbany, Albany, L
New York

%

David Fhilipaonm, Ennnrg Fresident, Central Conference
. of Ameriean Habbis, Cineinnati, Ohio

C. H. Phillips, Bishop of the Colored Methodist copal
. Chureh, Cleveland, oOhio e

D. de Sola Foole, Rabbi, Spanish end Porty
v New York o1ty

8uese Synagogue,




Bi 8 _and Churchmen - Continued

William F. Remington, Episcopsl Bishop of Easterm
Oregon, Fendleton, Oregon

Elmer N. Sehmuoch, Episcopal Bishop of Wyoming,
Laramie, Vyo,

E, Ceoll Seaman, Eplscopal Bishop of North Texas,
Amarillo, Texas -

Charles L, Seesholes, First Baptiat Church,
Dayton, Ohio

Abba Hillel Silver, Rabbi, The Temple, Cleveland, Ohio
William Simons, All Souls Unitarian church, New York City

L. W. Spangy, Distriot Superintendent, Plttasburgh
Distriot, Methodist Episcopal Chursh

Hobert E. Speer, Seoretary, Board of Forelgn Missions
of the Fresbyterian Church in the U.8.4.

F. Guthrie Speers, Brown Memorial Church, Baltimore, Md,

Robert Nelson Spenocer, Episecopal Bishop of iiest Masouri ,
Eansus City, Mo, .

Frederiok X. Stamm, Clinton Avenue Congregational Church,
Bmokl;m. N. Y.

Ernest Milmore Stires, Episcopal Bishop of long Island,
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Ernest F. Tittle, First Methodist ng.annpul Chureh,
Evanston, I11.

We 3. Trosh, Distriot ﬁ:zninhndmt. Alleghany Diatriet,
Methodist Episcopal Chureh, Pittsburgh

W. J. Walls, Presiding Bishop, Eighth Episcopal Distriet
L:H.l. Zion Chureh, 'uhium. I1. '

Ralph E. Urben, Suffragan Bishop, Protestant Episcopal
Chureh, Trenton, N. J.

John C. Wardk Episcopal Bishop of Erie, Erie, Pa,

Benjamin M. Washburn Episoopal Bishop Coad tor of the
Didosse of fh-ut:. Newark, If J. o \

Frank E. Wilson Episcopal Bishop of Rau Claire
; - FEuu Claire, Wis, J
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Bishops and Churclmen - Oontinued

John D, Wing, Epiecopal Bishop of South Florida,
Orlendo, Fla, '

Jameas Wise, Episoopal Bishop of Ksnses, Topeka, Kans,

College Presidents and Frofessors
Leroy Allen, Deanpwdouthwestern College, Winfleld, Kans.
J. 8. Ames, Fresident, Johns Hopkine l:-‘n.ivorait.r. Baltimore ,Md.
James R. Angell, President, Yale University, New Havenm, Conn.

Albert E. Barnett, Professor, Scarritt College, lfl;ahﬂll-,
'enn.

Murrey Bartlett, Prealdent, Hobart College, Ganﬂ%‘;r::h'

EdAwin M, Borchard, Professor, Yale University, New Iaven,
Conn,

- Arlo Ayres Brown, Fresidemt, Drew University, Madieon,

« Ja

0. W. Carrell, Presidemt, Nebraska Central College,
Central City, Neb.

Paul Oloke, Dean, Univerasity of Maine, Orono, Maine

Robert C. Clothier, Fresident, Rutgers University,
New Brunswiock, N. J.

Eugene A. Colligan, President, Hunter uﬂhg:h New York

Ada Louise Comstook, Fresident, Hadeliff College,
. Combridge, lasa.

0, E. Crossland, Alumni Seoretery, University of Maine
Orono, Meine. ;

John W. Davis, President, Vest Virginia State College,
Institute, W. Va.

A. E, Deering, Dean, Univeraity of Maine, Oromo, laine
Q % M. Dobbe, Oentemary of louisiana
“ ? 2 %ﬂmz, Ll:"
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ggllug Presidents and frofessors - Continued

Paul H. Douglas, Profeasor, University of Ohicago,
Chiecego, Ill.

lother lary ivarista, Prosident, llotre Lams College,
Cleveland, Ohio

Charles 4. Ellwood, Professor, Duke University,
Durhem, N. C.

Frederiok C. Ferry, President, Hamilton College,
Clinton, N. Y.

Charles W. Flint, Chancellor, Syracuse Universi ty,
Syracuse, N. Y.

Joseph M. M, Gray, Chencellor, Aimsrican University,
¥ashington, D, C.

John A. W. Haus, Fresident, Muhlenberg College,
m'nhm. Pa,

Arthur A. Hauok, Fresident, University of Maine,
Orono, "Maine

Arthur Howe, Fresidemt, Hompton Institute, Hempton, Va.
Howard E. Jensen, Frofessar, Duke University, Durham,

H. Cs

Thomas Elea Jonea, President, Fisk University,
; Neshville, Tenn.

P. R. Kolbe, Fresident, Drexel Institute, Fhiladelphiu, Pa.

Robert Morse Lovett, Professor, University of Ohioago,
Chicage, I1l.

O« S« Iuter, Dean, University of Laine, Orono, Maine

H. M. MoCraoken, Presiddnt, Vasser College, Pough-
keepsie, N. Y.

W. J. MoConnell, President, North Texas Teeachera College,
Denton, Texas

H. W. MoPherson, Fresident, Illinois Wesleyan University,
) Bloomi s I1l.

Daniel L. Marsh, Fresident, Boston University, nﬁ-ton. Mass.

Henry T. Moore, Fresident, Skidmore College, Saratoga
) Springs, N. Y.

uI{:ﬂHr!%zﬁWw.djf -
- - Elh e e

|




==

Co Prasidents and ssors - Continued

James Mullenburg, Dean, University of Maine, Orono,
Maine

Fhilip C. Nash, Fresident, University of Toledo,
Toledg, Ohilo

William A. Neilson, Fresident, Smith College,
Northampton, Mass.

John Elq Hollan. Fresident, Grimnell College,
Grinnel, Iowa

Ellen F. Pendleton, President, liellesley College,
- Wellesley, Mass,

Rush Rhees, Fresident, uni'rarsi.ty of Hochester,
Rochester, N. Y.

Frederick B. Robinson, President, College of the City
of New York

Edward A. Ross, Professor, Umiversity of .isconsin,
Lhd:l.mn. Wi

G. H. Sohlauck, Fresident, Spokane Valley Juniot College,
Spokene, Wash.

Vida D. Scudder, Frofesscr Emeritus, iellesley College,
Wiellesley, Mass.

Guy R. Snavely, Preu:l.dﬁt, Birmingham-Southern College,
Birmingham, Als.

Edmund D. Soper, Fresident, Chio !lesleyan University,
Delaware, Ohlo

Edward V. Bmfﬂl'd President, Villanova College,
Villanova, Fa.

Charles F. Thwing, President, Viestern Reserve University,
clgr_!hd.. Ohio

Jobn J. Tigert, Fresident, University of Florida,
Gainesville, Fla.

Walter Williams, Pruldnt. Uni versity of Missouri,
: Columbia, Mo.

Charlea ¥. Wishart, President, The College of Wooster,
Im.
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lle sid and e = Continued

Mary E. woolley, President, kount Holyoke College,
South Hudley, Mass.

James B. Zimmermen, Fresident, University of New Mexioo,
Albugueryue, N. M.

lawyers

Zaohariah Chaffee, Jr,, Harvard Law School, Cambridge,
Mass.

Hubert T. Delany, New York City

Harry E. Davis, Clevelend, chio

Jesse 3. Hesllp, Toledo, Ohio

Morris L. Ernst, New York City

Arthur Oarfield Hays, New York City

Obarles H. Houston, Howard Law Sohool, weshington, D. C.
Arthur B, Spingarn, New York City i _ ,-
Herbert XK. Stookton, New York Oity

James Marshall, New York City

L. Hollingsworth Viood, New York City v

-

Louis Adamio, New York

. Gertrude Atherton, San Franoiseo, Calif.
- Faith Baldwin, New York Oity
Mery R. Beard, New Milford, Conn,

-

Robert Bemohley, New York City
Stephen Vinoent Benet, New York City

Bruoe Bliven, Editor, E_-: Rt&la. New York Oity

r

-
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Zditors end Writers - Continued

Herschel Briokell, New York City
Van Wyek Brooks, Westport, Conn.

Dan B. Brumitt, Editor The Christisn Advooate
X as city, &.'

Struthers Burt, Southern Pimes, N. C.
Erskine Caldwell, lMount Vernon, Maine
Henry S. Canby, New York ity

Uarc Connelly, New York City

Countee Cullen, MNew York City
Babette Deutseh, New York City

41fred Dashiell, Manaping Editor, Seribner's '
- ﬁaw '!L%rﬁ E*%

W. H. Davenport, Editor, Star of zion, Charlotte, N. C.
Jemes H. Dillerd, Charlottesville, Virginia
Edward Donahoe, Fonoa City, Okla.
Theodore Dreiser, New York oity
Abrahem Epstein, New York city
Edward a. Evans, Editor, Columbus Citizen, Columbus, Ohio
Edna F-I‘h-r". New York city |
Arthur Davison Ficke, Hillsdale, New York |
Dorothy Cenfield Fisher, Arlington, Vermont PR !
-E. Franklin Frazier, Washington, D. O. |
Lewis 5. Gennett, New York City
C. Hartlsy 'ﬂnthn. New '.'mx‘k City \
Harold K. Guinsburg, New York City
' Louis M. lacker, New York Oity
_ 'aun Hansen, New York City
{ . Jesste Fauset Harris, New York oity

e RN R T R R+ et AR IRTRA e ae Soarst Bk W TR
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Editors and Uriters - Oontinued
Robert Herriok, Vinter Fark, Fla.

Sheila Hibben, New York City

wuiney Howe, Editar, The Living Age, New York City
B. W. Huebseh, New York City ..

Rupert Hughes, los Angeles, ﬁu.lir.

Inez Haynes Irwin, lew York City

Georgia Douglas Johnson, Washington, D. C.
Jamea YWeldon Jolnson, New York Clty

Freda Kirchwey, New York City

Alfred A. Knopf, New York City

Joseph Wood Krutoh, New York City

Suzanne LaFollette, New York City

H!.llln;n 31131'3 Leonard, Madison, 'ls.
Sinolair Lewis, New York ity

Alein locke, VWeshington, D. C.

Leonore Marshall, New York City

Annie Nathan Meyer, New York City

George Milburn, ilton, Conn.

!ﬁn St. Vinoent Millay, K Austerlitz, N. Y.
Ruth Comfort Mitchell, Los Catos, Calif,.
Lewis Mumford, New York City

George Jean Nathan, New York City

Bobert Nathan, New York City

We Wo Norton, New York City

Mary White Ovington, New York city - ] -
 Willlem Piokens, New York, City

| Ruth Piokering, New Iﬁl.'l Ccity

. & 4 A. 8. Plass, s .
. iy | Radbura :
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Editors and Virlters - Continued
Lorine Pruette, New York City

Elmer ice, MNewv York Clty

Lola Ridge, New York City

Edwin Arlington Robinson, New -York City
Geroid Tanyuary Robimson, New Yorlk éitr
John Williwu:: Rogers, Dallns, Toxas
Charles Edward Russell, ‘/ashinzton, DI. C.
George S. Schuyler, lew York City

Evelyn Soott, Saratoga Eprin;s, He ¥
Upton 3inolair, lcs Angeles, Calif.
George Soule, Editor, The lew liepublic, Hew York City
Genjamin Stolberg, Now Tork Oity

Fhil Stong, New York City

Ruth Suckow, New York City

Dorothy Van Doren, Hew York City

Carl Van Doren, New York City

Mark Vean Doren, New York City

Carl Van Veohten, New York City

Oswald Garrisod Villard, The Nation, New Tork Oity
Edward Vesserman, New York City

Walter White, New York City

Roy Wilkins, New York City

Jemes .atormen iise, Lditor, Opinion, NewYYork City
-
Helen Voodward, New York City

W. Ey, Woodward, Fresident, nﬂh}:' League Against Iynohing,
New York City
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Jagob Billikopf, Philadelphia Regional Labor Board

Helen R. Bryan, Seoretary, Committee on Haoce Relations,
Soelety of Friehds, Fhiladelphia, Pa.

Bernard S. Deutsch, President, Board of .ldermen, New York City

Ethel E. Dreier, Brooklyn, New York

Hanneh Clothier Hull, Natlonal President, Women's Inter=-
National League for Feace and Freedom

Alfred Baker Lewis, Secretary, New England District Soolalist
Farty, Boston, Mass.

Luey Randolph Mason, Seeretary, National Consumers' League,
New York City ,

Mary M. Simkhovitoh, Greenwich House, New York City :

4. E. Spingamn, Prui'ﬂ.mt. Nationel 4isscoiation for the iAdvence-
ment of Colored People, Hew York

Elizebeth Ceoll Scott, Uember National Board and. Chairmen
Riohmond,Ve,, Young iomen's Ohristian
Agsoclation

Mary Van Kleeok, Russell 3ege Foundation, Mew York City

Lillien D. ¥Wald, Henry Street Settlement, llew York city
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Te WrRITERS' LEAGUE AGAINST 1Y NCIHING
| 6% FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK CITY

- Telephone: ALgonguin 4-6548
W |:'— 'I-'.--J:ard::‘ﬂ'h:m-u Michael tUgsodsan
F:I;IMIT:I;:M.; :It::-ur';f:i S::::nj E:Dr:lll‘::“;&rugr.; ‘Im
enare Manhall, Treamrer u:ﬂrum Dlnlmh:? e
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE April 80, 1Vbé :i'l’u:'il:ﬁlujr}ﬁfrh
]ﬂ:-d- Clum!m-llin ]eurh-i'i'lu:r:lj:uu
Levts e AN OPEN IETTER To THE CONGRESS OF - ey
S, e oum sums
¥ Far . Sll;hﬂ Ilﬂglulu
George 5 Schupler . h Aldmey Howard
i o The Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill is Ly it &
:.’;ﬂ":ﬂ;m, now before you for consideration in the 3enate n.m,.:'ﬂ‘,.,... Y
o end the Ford Bill, which is identical, is before |frds Kicime "
the House of Hepresentatives. Blanche i 5oboy
LEAGUE MEMBERS Ciilam Ellery |ocanrd
Louls Adamic . We, the undersigned writers, publicists  iivele
Sherweod Anderson and editors of the United States, take this Alsin Locke
Herdert Asbury | means of urging immediate passage of this legis- 3 toeme
Helen Augur lation, which has been declared constitutional o utow Mbrer
arey K arues by Charles H. Tuttle, former United States At- Qe Mibun ' -
E:.m:nmhﬂl;uu iatey tnrnay' Tor the Southern District of New York, and Eln{g& e oincant Miilay
W'k Bl other eminent lawyers whose opinions ere & part. Chriusgier Meey
Stephun, Ticest Bendt of the officisl record. ™ Ghavee ek Karhan
Bruce Blives WO, N
Reach Bradios For too long has America been held up to o Wetmoein
%,‘m.u shame and ridicule throughout the world beocause | mae
Yan Wrek Brooks of the unrestrained activities of lawless mobs il bt
Starilag lisu ~which have lynched and even burned humen beings lm Flckes
¢ Wytias Dymnsr . o at the stake. Among the victims have been not ity L
2 Caldwall only men but women and even children. 5053 P Ried
UE. ol Ridge
Heary Seidel Canby lynchings have disgraced our country since 1882; Uwid Taaur Robiaso
o Chass 1438 of these victims have been white and 94 of James sy " "
them have been women. E?:"E-';;:Eﬁ',:' i
(LT ki
The argument that the majority of lynoh- '."E"%H.E.'.L.

. . ings are in punishment of rape has long since clars & Siman |
been exploded by impartial examination of the o
faots, which reveals that less than one-sixth  [ubgeer. |
of these viotims have even been accused of sex  [5 joow
offenses. No part of our country has been immune :‘;:;:':s.,*a".,.'.';r"“
to this erime and the evil is spreading with fi (Yun Deree ‘

alarming rapidity. State governments have clear- 5 Yin Vet

ly and unmistaks manifested their unwilling- %-E,’E-,mmmm
ness or their inability to prevent lynchings or Mo Wi
runish lynohers. A solemn obligation therefore e

. rests upon the federal government speedily to

enaot this legislation into law.

- N o

'\,




Following 1s a Confidential Poll of the United States Senate
on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill as “f_EEEEE_EéllEE?'

FAVORABLE

Edward P, Costigan, Colorado
Frederic 0. Walnot%, Conn,
James P, Pope, Idaho

William H, Dieterich, Ill.
Arthur R, Robinson, Indiana
Frederick Van Nuys, Ind.
Arthur Capper,{Kans.
Frederick Halg} Maine
Phillips Lec Géldeborough, Md,
Roscoc C, Patterson, Mo,
.John E,Zrickson, Mont,

.Fred H, Brown, N. H.

Henry W, Keycs, N. H.

W. Warren Barbour, N, J.
.Hamilton F, Koan, N, J,

Royal §, Copeland, W. Y.
Hobert' F, Wagner, N. Y.

Hobert J. Bulkley, Ohio
Bimeon D, Fess, Ohio

James J, Davis, Penn, “\\

‘William J. Bulow, 8. D.
Honer T, Bone, Wash,
Clarence C, Dill, Wash.
Robert M, LaFollette, Wis.
Robert D. Cazey, Wyo.

OFPOSED

John H. Bankhecad, Ala,
Hugo L, Black, Ala.
Hattle W, Caraway, Ark.
Joseph T, Robineon, Ark,
Duncan U, Fletcher, Fla,
Park Trnmmgll, Fla, = |
Waltor F, Géorge, Georgia
Richard B, Russoll, Jr., Georgia
Allen W, Bgrkley, Ky.

M. M, Logan, Ky.

Huey P, Long, La,

John H, Overton, La,

Pat Harrieon, Hiau.
Hubert D, Stophens, Misa.
Jooiah W. Bailey, N. 0.
Robert R, Haynnl&a, N. C.
Jameo F, Byrnce, 8, C.
Ellison D, &aith, 8. C.
Nathan L, Bachman, Tenn,

FAVOR WITH RESERVATIONS

L =4
Willianm G, McAdoo, Calif,
Alva B, Adams, Colo.
Auvgustino Lonergan, Conn,
Daniel 0. Hactings, Dela,
J. Hamilton Lewis, Ill.
Marcus A, Coolidge, Maeo,
Arthur H, Vandenberg, Mich.
Burton K, Wheeler, Mont.
Gerald P, Nye, N. D.
Daniel A, Rﬂﬂ&, Fenn,
Jeese H. Metealf, R, I.
Warren R. Austin, Vt.
Ernent W. Gibeon, Vt.

PROBABLY FAVOR

Henry F, Aphurst, Ariz,
Carl Hayden, Ariz.

John G, Towneend, Jr,, Dela,
Loulo Murphy, Iowa,

George LcGill, Kancas

Pat HoCarran, Nev,

Key Pittman, Nev,

Lynn J, Frazier, N. D.
Charles L. McNary, Ore.
Frederick Steiwer, Ore.
Elbert D, Thomap, Utah

F. Ryan Duffy, Wia.
Joseph C, O'Mahoney, Wyo.
Henry D. Hatfield, V. Va.

PROBAELY OPPOSED

L. J. Dickinson, Iowa
Davio I. Walgh, Maps,
Bennett Champ Glark, Mo.
Morrip Bheppard, Texas
William H. King, Utah
Uatthow M, Neely, W, .Va.
Felix Hobert, R. I.

UNCERTAIN

Hiram W, Johnoon, Calif, Bronoson Cutting,

N, M.

William E, Borah, Idaho Carl A, Hatch,N.M.

Wallace H, White, Jr.llo. Thomas P.Gore,Okla,
illard I.rydinﬁn, ¥d, Elmor Thomas,Okla,
Jameo Cougens, 1oh;f’ﬁ William H,Thonpoon,

: Heb
A Thomas D, Schall, Ufnn., George W.Norris,id

Konnoth MeKellar,. Tonn,
Tonn Qonnally, Texas
Carter Glass, Va,'

Honrik Shipotood,linn, * Harry F.Dyrd, Va. . Y
3 . v .

% Peter !orhut, 5 D : -
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items contained on these reels
may be made in order to facilitate
research.
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