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Junuary B, 1935

My dear Mr. White;
1 epoke to the President

and he says he will take up the sub=-
Jeot of the Costigan-iWagner Bill in

his next conference with Lhe leadears.
I em enolosing o letter from

Donald Richberg in regerd to Negro labor,
Yery niﬁaurelg youras,

Mr,

Walter White
Net'l. Ass'n, for the Advancement of Colored
68 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.
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Charlaaten, ¥, Va, L !
T. G. Nuster '( ] \
1a, [Chisage My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt: i
Clarenss Darrow

Chanaiand
Hus, Harey E. Davis

Ledrol I s
Hom, In .. Jaywt : was vVery greatly dlsappointed on reckiving the tele-
M:_':n““:: gram from Mr. Melntyre ‘last evening saying that it will be
Willass Allen " Whise impossible for the President to receive the delegation on
Liing & Alcmauter | the Costigan-wagner Bill prior to the convening :of the
:'mm-f““““ Congress. Mr. HcIntyrE however, states that he will advise
B Y ol us theén as to when the f’resiuent “-’1.13 be able to receive the
ﬂh:&-cﬁ'-:at SE delegation. ¥
o Ll
Hom, Hebort M. lebman
Jamen Uarsbed X As the memorial asks the President to put the €ostigan-
Masy White Ovlugtun, 'n.l-agnar Bill on hls "must" program in his opening address to
Arifue . Sylngar Lnngr{ass, we are forwarding the memorial today, by mail,

G Bt with ‘the 1ist of signatories to date. I enclose copy of

D, Lowin T, Wright the letter which we have written him. :

De. Wikliam Allas Heilos : :

b, yOrends M. | o Big‘eal;npg that we aha%.‘é be able to present the full list

Fhilsdaiphia natorlies as soon after the convening of Congr
o possible. - _ng.:_a-ss ca
Maggie L, Walker :

Topeka -H-B 1
Hos. Arther Capper ¥ 41 express to you our very sincere thanks for your

Washimgion efforts to arrange the appointmen{. y"

Abria 'Cllincrs With cordial personal greetings, I am

HATIONAL LEGAL
CUMMITTEE

Ever sincegely,

ko .
Edward H. Morris g :fF)_ L
. — b RAALE
Charlsaton, W. Va. Secretary.

Colsmbia, 8 C.
H. J. Frederick /"FJ

Musria
?,:_w%.‘n’ﬁum Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
iferbert i Btoekton The White House

Fittaburgh, Fo. Washington, D. C.

Lo % WW:CTF
Heowe do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagaer Awti Lynching Rill?
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N.A.AVL.P.-83 Fifth avepue
g3 Fifth avenue
Hew York

Leceuber
£7th
- 1934

Hon. Franklin L. Hoosevelt
President of the United Htctes
The #4hite House

fashington, L. C.

My aear Mr. President:

1l have the homor g
& memorial whigh hes ve
dmerlcan cltlzons represe
olates, creeds, ruces wna
ible Lo present !
4 small end uist
to Lelegraphea |
McIntyre, thut
with you until u)

ALt Lo you harewlth the cux: of
SFet Y & number of alstincuished
fig 4ll scetions ol tho United
pations. It uus our hope Lo be
sonslly throusn tne medium of
fittee but .o cannot to this due
our sec.clory, keo Murvin i,

sdble to i{rriage un fppointment
opening of the Lcngrug;\rt which

the memordal, wideh 15 enclosed, csks tuet
n your openias weiess we the Congress

: LAN=me gner ~nli-Lynchdng 111 upon your "must®
progrem, we_5E you.el this time the slgnituies .hich hive
been received Lo vate. we trust thet ve shull have opportu-
nity personelly to present the full 1is: ol signutures to you
&8 scon ofter Cougress his convened s i¢ poosiule.

You will note hul Lhe signers o: tils wevorisl include
nine governors and governors-elect, L7 mayors, od oishops and
churchmen, 54 university und college yresidents and professors,
tnd 109 lewyers, ealitors, writers vnv citlzens distinguished
in other fields of endeavor. ihe chie! sionfficence of tids
memorisl, in our opinion, i: in the widespresd support whnich
it gives Lo your own un uslifiec concitine tion ot lynching,
usgnclally &8 expressed in your openiny cuuresy Lo the icventy-
thira Congress on Junucry &, la24, in ahich you weclared that
".eselynching, und kidnzping heve tin:ectened our security™ und
that "these w{ulatiuns o: elhics und thesc violalions of luw
call on the sirong urm of .overnment for thelr immediste sup= .

Ll
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#£ - Hon. Frunklin L. hoosevelt 1e/:7/:i4

pression; they call =1ls0 on Lue country lor .n :iroused
public opinion.®

We wish also to alrecti your wticnllon Lo Lhe numper
of inalvidusls, Ilncluding churchmen, oficicls . nd otavrs,
[rou the touth who urge Federsl Letion vigtdast lynching.
No longer does the woctrine of stetnes' rights or sectlonsl
feeling stund in the say ol recertl ..1d to the 2t tes us
provided in the Costigen-wmagner 011l in suppressing lynch-
ing, which you heve rightly termea "tihut .1le form of
collective murder". Lvidence 1s uedny plled up cailly
that thoughtful southerners cie desanuing .ction oy the
Federsl Yovernment agednst lynching, cmon: the cvicences
ol thlis Lelng the pussege unﬂnimuusi:.r by the. homon's
Missionary Council of the écthodist bpilscopel LChuich,
south, of &« resolution endo.sing the Lggtl_ un-ruyner sill.

ke respectfully =sk your usucl th
ol the enclosed Epmnriul sne 1ts

ghtful considerztion
rics.

/
L]
&

sy fully,

(S } walter white
oeeretery. .

Wi CTF : .



Junualy <Ly 1335

dy daeuT Mdr. Woltes
1 pave your jetcer of the

17th, eud there 4re L0 wEw develops
ments that 1 anow of siuce 1 tulged

Very sincer gLy Jourss

ur. Walter White
&9 Fifthn Avenue

NY
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I know you have probably thought 111 of me for my
faillure to give you sooner definite informetion sbout the
Schenectady matter. When I did not hear from Mr. bHaker I
wrote him again and here 1s copy of the letter which I
have jJust recelved, which explains the delay.

‘Before taking the matter up with Dr. Brown I would
appreciate your letting me know if there have been any
new developments since I discussed this with you and 1f
Ehera are any new facts which would be helpful to Dr.

TOWI. .

I had hoped to be able to get up, to' Schenectady my-
self but work on the anti-lynching bill, an exhibition of
pictures dealing with the subject of lynching which we are
planning at the Jacques Seligmann Galleries, and a number

of other pressing matters have tied me very clgsely to my
desk here.

We are all delighted here to learn from Mr. James
Weldon Johnson that there is a possibility of your being
present at the dinner on the'evening of February 12th in
honor of Mr. Arthur B. Spingarn's twenty:one years of
service as chalrman of our National Legal Committee. I
do hope Mr. Johnson's invitation to you to agree to say =&
few words at least 4s goling to be favorably accepted.

May I say that this not only would be a great honor for us
but your presence would serve to reassure colored people
and their friends during this dark period.

Cordlally o
Moot
- : S
Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt N ¥

The White House Secretary.
Washington, D. C.

Wi:CTF
K

How dp your Senators and Congreasmen stand nn the Costigan-Wagner Angi-Lynehing Bill?

ENDORSED BY THE MATIOWAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTHIAYENUE, NEW YORK
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50-5& Elmwood Ave.
Montclair, N. J.

January
15th

EERSONAL 1935

Dear Mr. White:
~ Please pardon my inexcusable delay in answering your
two communications - paéticularly the first one. The fact 18
that 1 have been working in New York City since November iE
having ceased my connection with the Albany Inter-Racial
Couneil on the 15th.
In the hustle of making the transition

this new way
of 1life your first letter became misplaced dArd was completely

forgotten. 4And 1 intended to answer the sec one more

‘j-r41nted in Albany as yet,

promptly tEan 1 have.

No successor to me has beey
I believe. The organlizatiem—ls dertaking to economize. If you
wish the name of a rel !-la pe b-n who *ill act in & thorough-
ly confidential manner
90 Second 5t., i 8 chairman of the local branch of
the N.A.A.C.P.
my.apologies for this delay,

Very sincerely yours,
(Sigﬁadﬂ JamesBH. Daker, Jr.

Mr. Walter ®hite, .
National Associetion for the Advancement of Colored People,

69 Fifth Avenue
Hew York, City.

JB,Jr.: ABB
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Jenusry 22, 1936 He j { ;}

My dear Mr. White:

I talked to the President
about both your letters this morning.
He wante me to say that he has talked

' %o the leaders on the lynoching question

end his sentence on orime in his ad-

dress to Congreaas touched on that be- -
cause lynching is & orime. However,

he, himself, will write you more fully

a iittle later on.

Very sincerely yoursa,

e
b -
gt |
Mr. Walter White .
Net'l iss'n. for the Advencement ol' Colored TPeople
69 Fifth avenue 5
New York, New York ; S:0D
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| f# = REGIOHAL FIELD BECRETART

BICERETARY

P s
Jonuary 10, 1905

Iy dear hirs. Roosevelt:

There have come to us a disturbing number
expressions of disappointment that the President did

not include lynching in his opening address to the
Congress, though & greéat many people had asked him

to do so. To all of those who have spoken to me ' —
about it, I have urged patiencs, saylng that perhaps- !/
the Presldent will send a speclel message to Congress

on lynching or include speciflc recommendation for

passage of the Costigen-dagner bill in his address

to the Congress on orims. I wonder if you could

advigse me if my optimism is well founded. It would

help during thls very trying perlod to know that our
efforts have no¥® been in valn.

Wa had a great meetinz here in Hew York
last Sunday, I enclose copy of the program. Simi-
lar meetings are belng arranged under the joint

i

* auspices of the Federual Council of Churches, the

Y.W.Cuhap, Y.M.C.A., branclies of the N.A.A.C.P.,
and other orgenizetions, in strategle cities through-

out the dountry.
Ever ﬂinc]rely,

Jecratary

Mra,. Jleanor Hoosevelt
The .hilte llouse
dashington, L. C.

wWW:LB

Huw oo your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?

EMODORSED BY THE MATIONAL IMFORMATIQN BUREAL, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, HNEW YORE
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January
12th
1925 SPECIAL LeLIVenY

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WALTER WHITE EBECRETARY

Ror WILEINE
ABBIETANT BLCHETANY

WitLiaW Ficxrns
FIELD SECRETART

| Daisy E. LAMFEIN ¥

MEGIONAL FIELD BECRETARY

I want you to sea the enclosed letter

which I have Just written to the President.

1 enclose also clippings from one of
the more widely circulated newspapers in which
you will note how the N.A.4.C.P. and I are being
attacked because ol our walting for action by the
President, which action we feel confident will be
taken. Tﬁis feeling 1s goinz to grow speedily
unless some forthright action 1is taken soon, 1

fear.

T

secretory.

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The Wwhite House
Washington, D. C.

Ww:CIF

How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan Wagner Aot Lynehing Rill?

EHDORSED BY ‘I'ﬂli HATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTHIAVENUE. NEW YORK
.



January
l1Eth

1835 SPELIsL LellVenY

c

The Hon. Frenklin L. licosevelt
Preasident of the United &Htates

The white House ¢ .
kushington, L. C. &

My desr Mr. President:
We wish to plu ! you the facls which 1lie back

of the brazen shooting by ™ mob yestercay at Fronklinton,
Louisiana, of Jerome Wilsdgy which shootlmg took placa,
dppurently, without fle Bitest interference on t purt of
the authnritlus / 11. The riaiculous story tola by

r\.

officers that " dlle into the sheriff's office arcund
3:00 h.M. todey, \obtuingd
Jerome in one o pad that the wob vladled Jerowe's bLoay
with 8, ollicers declercsd; the mob fecred thet
Wilson' s ¥ &rouse parish authoritles® is too

by &ny sane man.

the keys 1o the cell and located

the fzcts &5 established by cireful investi-
rges wycinst Jerome Wilson:

Wilson's father, John wilson, .nd his family lived on
a faerm sbout seven miles from Frinklinton, nesr the villege
of Ciffton, Loulsiana., John Wllson is considered an excellent
farmer snd 1s one of the most prosperous ones, white or -
colored, in his section of,the parish. 1ln 1994 Mr. wilson
purchased an eighty-scre traoet of lind to cGd to his elrecay
large farm. He owns & comfortsble liome on his pluntaiion.
Mr. Wilson's prosperity, due to the incustry and frugslity of
himself and family, sroused the enmity and Jezlousy of sowme
of the whites.

On Baturcey morning, July i1, 1944, Joe Mugee, white
runge rider npr::tad by the*Stite to Inspect the stock on.
all farms, went the wilson home snd told Jerome Wilson,
twenty-elght-year-old son of John tilson, thot & mule, hh!ch

i -
et
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#8 - Hon. Frenklin L. hoosevelt : 17/1:/28 ¢
kel Lynching of Jerome wilson. .

wes ot that time stunding in the lot, hac lo be aipped. Jerome
Wilson told Mugee thut they knew that thie mule was to ue cipped
and would be dipped us soon ¢s his (ether hid secured the
necessury permit. Magee became enrcged und declired that he
himself would have him dipped. Jerome /llson told Miges thet

he would huve to wailt until his father, the owner of the oule,
returned. Magee lgnored Jurome's stitement :nd s:cid thel he wes
going to do «s he plessed. Jerome informeo M-gee thot 10 Le
interfered with his fether's property tnet he fJarumu] would cct
to protect that property auring his ruiher's ubsence.

Mugee thereupon went to the necrest telephone :nd colled
Sheriff Lelos C. Wooas at rrenklimton decliring thut lie hud been
“thresteped by the Wilson femily and that they hug "uttempted to

. mob him", Leputy Sheriff .oods, we cre informed, 1s notorious
for srresting people without werrents dlegercless of chsrges.
Deputy theriff Woods lmmedlitely rush to the fnilson home tixking
with him two other deputies where hie whpp Jolned by Mugee. Ine
four white men approached the po nich Mrs. femple i1ilson,
wife of John kilson, tnd her sons wers ting. &5 Wwoods reuched
the steps he snnounced thut b 4o come tie mule.  wecognlz-
ing him as an officer of tn n)Jdorome tole him thet the mule
wes in the lot und Lhat he ko end et 1t if he «lzhed LO.
fiooas thereupon contlnued ht the sieps scylng thot he hed
not only come lor the mule for Jerome vs rell. Jerome &nd
his brother, Moize ailson, :Bgug the Leguty Sherlff to procuce

g That~go cwlpe had boen commltted &nd thet
co0 1o Jell unless & warront. welre pro-

Jeroma would not w
duced.

noods Zroapp rome to Like bim uy force enc 1l-

he hudmo—virrent, Molsge come bto ols Lrother's
auds c¢row his zun enc shot Jorome :nd Zolse.
bgenn the swuller chiliren ran twiy irom the
he hip, Jerome staggured Into the house,

. i end upon returning to Lae poreh rired one
shot, which “ths ate clelmed killed Leputy woots. de Lre
informed that Leputy Sheriff Mclsuley Mcliln claims that he shot
Jerome when he returned to the porch. o6 uncerstiond, howuever,
that Leputy cheriff woods wes shot from cehind :¢nd aiighLly dVer
the right ear by & plstol bullet, wherecs Jiroma ollson lud only
& shotgun. ‘' Three of the sll:on boys uere¢ shot, ¥olse incd
Jerome belng most dungerously wounded. Ihey .nc tielr orother
Felton were ploced in jJeil sithout recelving ony medleel etiin-
tion and none was glven until the lete ufteracon of et way.
Moise died in the jeil that night cround nine o'clock und,
though the westher was sxtremely hot, being lets July, nis boay
wus allowed to remsin in the cell with the other members ol Lhe
family until noon of July £&nd. .

Four mémbers of the family, inclucing the moticr wiho hae
no pert in the melee &t «ll, vere charged »1th wuruer -nd =ix
other members of the family were churged sith bLoing sccessorles
after the fact and muterisl witnesses.

On the nights of July #lst, »ind &nd :Crd mobs sttempted



#3 - Hon. Franklin L, toosevelt 1/1t /éb
he: Lynching of Jerome «ilson.

-

to- tzke all members ol the femily ITfom the jell onc lynch theo,
nith dismeylng espeed plans to try Jerome on the chapdi ol murder
wers rushed to =atisfy the hlood lust ol e mop. On Joly w0th,
only nine cuys sfter the shoouting, Jeroms w.s5 pliced on triul

at the perish cburt house in Fruuklinton. luu court roou wes
crowded with rustic porishiomers, <11 of tiiz ‘hite ruce, .nd
Negroca were not ollowed in the vourt rooum. » molion for
postponoment mede by cdelonse silornuys bLec.une o) ihe physicel
condltion of the cofencunt end bwe:usz they hoo oply cecn noti-
fied three days cefore thet they weve Lo cefend Jurome wilson,
wag overruled Ly the Judge. -Lo blttoer wes Lhe atmosplicre thct

& NHegro relastive ol the cefluncint who got into Lhe courtroow on
the second usy of the Lriul, hed fo flee for his life from the
courtroom when he was set upon by whize plrsous-wlo tect him
with fists, rocks ind other .esuponz. 'ill thi: wes done in the
open courtroom-snd upparently riLhuut wen o 'protest by the
court officials.

“L Poble on the ulter=

et hec tosn rendered
age ssoobdgng Lhe defenuent teken -
g tno shgvrifs cnc hig ceputies
(e court fhey sare rusned Ly
butly vounoed prizoner cond

ob réuched the eurs ol Lhe Jury
where vt lesst tives achibers of
etmssphore, were 50 convinced

2 thal toey stood out for

eg,r cnnew oot Lhelr own welloelng was in
e &upssantly the noilse ol ithe
dffcet for iue tallowing morning the )
o1 guiliy. : 7

The cuse wus given to the Jupy L°
noon of Tuesdey, July clst., «he
by nine o'clock that nlghl the
back to the Jedl end locked
attempted to execute tha or
& mob which stteumpted to |
lynch him, The howling o
in t,?a smell pm;iﬂ; court hu
the Jury, even in thoi-—swiche
of the imnocence of A ;
gcquittal even thougl tid
jeopardy bacuuse o
sttempted lynchinn
Jury vrought

b

:3 the situstion thc! one ol tue loicing

&, Lhe Hon. wporge Wiay will, uecape

ase, lhiough the ectivilics ol the dow
Urlesns Lre & Motlonal issocistlon for the covenceuent
of Colored People, prominent churchmen cie others of poLa reCes
the Loulsiana Supreme Lourt reveiscé tne convietion ou the )
grounds thet the celendint hod not recelved & Jele (risl, slhsre-
upon Jerome wilson wue lyncihed yesterdey in the very vulluing
which 1s supposed to be the symbol sa. lustrument of justice,

&0 ou
cttorneya
interested

Buch more-than the pody of Jerowme «1laon wel lynched vy
that mob. Every concept of lewful :ne oiderly procscurd whs
~aynched at the ssme time, &5 vell ac svery clewont of decency
and lelr plays Ihis cuse proves once mole Lost nothlng euvept
Federel sction as represented by the Costlgon-wuinsr snti-
Lynching 5ill cen or will stop lynching. Mr. Precident, we
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net Lynching of Jerome wllson.
,

¢
'Eﬁ::: that the body of Jerome nilson ciies out to you -]
d of Congress without delasy thal 1t pass the Costlgen-

hwagner Bill and throw the full w:i_ nt of the Federal Jovern-
ment behind the fight to wipe out this vestisl crime.

hespoctfully,

(8igned) Halter White
‘Beerolary.

Wi CTF '



You Are Urged to Attend a

MASS MEETING
Against Lynching

Broadway Tabernacle

FIFTY-SIXTH and BROADWAY

NEW YORK CITY

January 6, 1935

3 P.M.
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PROGRAM

Tue Rev. Avtan Ksiont CHALMERS
Pastar of Broodway Taberacle

Presiding

-

ANTHEM  “Lift Ev'ry Yoice and Sing"

i AUDIENCE

INVOCATION - - - - » « +  Dn Rosenr W. SEARLE
{rm:fu-l Secrelary, Gl"ﬂﬂ‘f! Mew York Federation
of Churches

BRIEF ADDRESSES - - - - - - - Dr Jousn W, Ropixson

-+ Pastor, Christ Community Churck

. W, Russevt Bowie
Rector, Grace P, E. Lhurch

Hown. Bermarp 5. Deuvrscu
President, W.i‘ of didermen, Cityof New York

y - MicHaen WinLiams
Editer, The Commaonseal

CONTRALTO 3010 £ 0+ & e e w e+ Miss Erra MoTEN

REMARKS . ." = =« = 4 o+ = % = -+ WaTen WaiTe
¢ Servetary, NoAdAALP,

-

ADDRESS « = = =+ =« =« = =« Hoxn Eowarp P. CosTiGan
U, 8. Senator fram Colarado

BENEDICTION e g+« = % = DRoWinpiam Luoyo IMEes

Paseor, St. James Presbyterion Chureh

.-



: Cooperating Organizations
. Greater New Yaork Federation of Churches i
:;:itfl'! !CnuncBI‘Lnf u‘!" e
tropalitan rd, Y.W.C.A,
National Council, Y M.C.A.
Warld Alliance for Friendship through the Churches
Home Missions Council
Council of Whmen for Home Missions
olic Interracial Couneil
Foreign Missions Conference
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_LIFT EVERY voicg AND SING

Lilt e¥'ry voice ol sing
Till urﬂ: and hegyen Fing,
Ring with the harmonies of Lilseriy ;
L our rejoicing rise
High as the liu ning skies,
Let it resvund - loud gs the B,

Sing u song full of the faith that the dork past has raq it ua,
Sing u song [ull of the bope thet the Present has hrought s,
g the rising sun of apr new day begun,

Fi
Let us sarch on 1if) victory s won,

Stony the road w trod,
l![lm!rr the xm’n?n;

Felt in the days whmmi'h;np-u unborn had died;

Yer with a sleady beat,
a¥e Not our weary f,

eel
Come to the place for which our fathers sigled?

ehfenmu,-nun:m:rllmwithluuhubcm

walered,

We have come, treading our path thro' the bilod of the slanghiered,

Out from ihe
Till now we stand af lass

here the wlsije Eleam of oyr bLeright star is cas.
years,

ot wha hast broy 1w.llw..:‘unnlhew|r;
by Ty

might
We pray,
i

forever stand.
Tr::: ::wr God,

True 1o our native land.

luces, God, wh t Thee,
g L’i'm wln:fl' the w:rITw?l'::::l Tlt-neu:

Fords by Iames Werpox Jonsgax
Music by J, Rosamaxn Jonxson
Copyright by Edward B. Marks Muke Co., 713 Weat #8th Streer, New York City,
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WiLLiae PicEnws
FIELE BECHETAmY

Daigy E Lamriin
HEGIOWAL FIELD SECRETARY

CHARLES H. HousTom

Lo 4 1t

. TELEPHONE: ALGONGUIN 4-8848

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Your letter of January 22nd has done &
great deal to revive my somewhat flagging spirlt
with regard to the antl-lynching bill. I shall
look forward eagerly to the letter from the
President which you state he 1s writing me a

little later on.
/) Ever sincerdfly,
/ :
l A =,

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

wWw:CTF : .

Aow do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?

ENDORSED BY THE MATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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January 20, 1835

EECHITARY

¥y dear _ilrs. Roosevelt:

iy I was in Washington Monday and a part
of Tuesday and telephoned the White House hoping,
through Mrs. Schelder, to get & chance to say a
few words to you. However, you and Mrs. Scheider
were tled up at the time that I telephgned; so I
had to leave to keep a speaking engagement in
Philadelphia before I could see you.

I have to be back in Washington on
Monday, and perhaps Tuesday, February 4th. and 5Sth.
Would it be convenlient for me to come in and see you
for a few minutes on elther one these days?

Cordially,

Secrebary

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

L

WW/RR i

L i
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How do your Senators and Congressmen ulmf on the Costigan W agner Anti-lynching Rill?

ENDORSED BY THE HATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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Ol

I find that I won't be able to get down to Washington on
Monday so I won't have to take up any of your time. BEBut I
will be in Washington later on, if not before then certainly
on February l4ath when the hearings bpefore the Senate Judiclary
Committee will be held on the Costigan-Wagner bill. I know
you will be glad to learn that I had a long and very satis-
factory talk with Mrs. Caroline 0'Lay in Washington last
Monday and she has agreed to be one of & very small group of
distingulshed witnesses who will appear before the Eenate
Judiciary Committee.

February
lst..
. 1885

My dear Mrs. HRoosevelt:

For your private information I think you will be interested
in the enclosed copy of letter from former Cgongressman L. C.
Lyer and of my reply, which is rather typical of what seems to
be a rather persistent campaign which 1s galning some headway.
among thoughtful colored and white people regarding the possi-
bility of effective actlon by the present Congress gn lynching.
1, however, still cling to my belief that you und the President
will be able through vigorous asation to secure a vote on the
bill during the present session of Congress and to gvercome
the opposition of a small minority. In this cofnection I
think you will be Interested in the article by my assoclate,
Mr. Roy Wilkins, on his interview with Senator Huey Long. I
am sending you a marked copy under separate cover.

I have also received a letter from Miss Katherin®s Gardner,
copy of which 1s enclosed, which shows the kind of ~uestions
which we are constantly being asked by organizations and
indaividuals interested in the bill.

Ever singergly,

Becretary.
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
wWashington, D. C.

'\.

Whi:CTF
How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-fyaching Rill?
ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK



i Law Offices

L. C... DYER
The Chemical Building

7l Olive Street ;
Bt. Louls, ko,

January £8, 18&b.

Mr. walter white,

becretary, N.h.4.C.F., |
88 Fifth Avenue, [

New York N.Y.

Lear haltér; 3 . .

I see in the February "Crisis! that you are eiving
considerable space to anti-lynching legislatlon in the present
Congress., You are too smart and you have i too much experi-
ence with this -subject to believe that the {[drefémt” UDemocratic
Congress will enact any legislation of thi ind. You, of
course, remember that 1t s the Lem the Senate who
prevented thls legislation belng enacte law 8t the time
it passed the House ol Hepresents

79)

You and the ﬁCris £

gress. ‘The colored people
pastape™in even writing to members
dctmehty of 1t. You ought to be
this matter and tell them that
e enact antl-lynching legislation

are wasting thelr time &
of the Congress urging
fair with the colored
no -Democratic Congress
with any teeth in it. :

not been decel —mafrer like & lot of colored people
were in the 1

€ all{knaw that some colored people sold
ss of potage. - The race as & whole suffers
for this. If 1sis" 13 to contlnue in this deception I
hope you will discontinue sending it to me.

With best wishes, I am .

Very truly yours,

(8igned) L. C. Dyer
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A

My dear L, C.:

(f_.-l‘
February

1935

Tl

Thank -you for your letter ol Januury :8th. Lven were ]
to grent all that you say, yet we one liced with the- con-
crete and inescapable fect that thel Lemocratic party 1s in
contrel of Congress and will be forilt lesst two more
years. hhat then should we doj until the Lemocrats
are out of power wund the Kepus n =gain bvefore wé
egitate for an anti-lynchinyg bill? may be, LE you 5uy,
that "there is no chance - ie lacislution in
the preseat Congress". gt the sdme thing was true re-
pestedly of Republicundbngreds-s for no Hepuolican Gon-
gress ever passed an am{d<lynching bLi1ll vuring the many
years when its representitives wsere in vs complete control
ol Congress ¢s .pe g Ledqdysts today. It is true, #s you
say, that Lemoctp the Senate preventea posssge of the
Lyer bill afte; een passed oy the House; but you do
remember, don' t Lenetor Loaze mnd other Lepunli-
cuns were ndonment of the blll in the [uce
of the ¥ southern Lamocrets.

foolish, in my opinion, for Hegroes to ue
s0 L&r as Democrats ure concerned as it
be Llindly nepuclicen. The /issociaztion 13
ing its principle o politicel inuependence
and continues to uuvocate to colorei voters that the
support men &nd measures rather thun party labels which
today are almost wcaningless.

Even though 1 ¢o not cgree olth your polnt of view 1
am glad to have had your lett : e¢nd to hive huard from you.

Ever sincerecly,

Secrutury.
L-. El L}'er !.IIHI.-
T4l 0live ﬁtreet
&t. Louls,
Missouri. >

wi:CTF
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Calile Addsean: Fescis Telephome: Glamzacy 53475

% i

Degartment of Race Belations

Jenuary 26, 1935

Ur, Waltsr White
69 FLfth Avenue - NAACP
New York, N.Y,

My dear Mr, Whitel

I ar having an increasing mumber of ipquiries from the church
organizations which we are heading up in the campalgn for
pushing the Costigan=Wagner anti-lynching blll as to the
status of the bill in Congress, 8o far I hava basn unable
to give them any reassuring report, These organizations
represent millions of shurch people who are Amsrican altizens
and who are deeply interssted in the passage of the bill,
They have been hoping that the President would send a message
to Congress about it and are growlng greatly concerned at his
silence,

Are thers any further steps that can be taken to insure prompt
consideration of the bill?

Bincerely yours,

Bl i

Katherine Gardner
G-f
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TELEGRAM T
- @he Mhite House e
% 2 62 b1, yspabiashington : /) j

%, New York, Feh, 8, 1935,

lirs, El'aa.gur Hoosevelt,
(Personaly,— Tqie]

ol distinguished Americans Will lopen at Jacques Sa n '
4 glleries, New York City, February fiftwm&y mue
1ike t5 lave “¥oU Ronor us by being one o PBtrons, Senatops
Costigan ang Wagner, tovernor Lehman ang utharsi &uengs patrons,
Please wire ir We may add your ng e,
/ e

Walter 'mite, )
. A e,
.."'r" At |"I4
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Pl‘hl‘l.llljr 1!, 19“ -

| - i
My deer Mr. White; 3
I am efreid I will not be
in New York for vary: long for some
time to ocome. If I ami-there when
your |;p1h1tinn 1?'nt111 going onm,
I will surely try to ufnp_in for a
minute. I may be thers Tor s short

time on the Earq.

Very ninaarulr-yuurn.

Mr. Walter White
Nat'l Ass'n for the Advancement of' Colored People
69 Fifth ivenue, N.Y., .Y,

e
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

_;j Jrrf' / 3

.

The enclosed clipping from this morning's
wlll show you that race prejudice 1s not confined
the south. It was a terrible blow, after we had
gotten out all our printing, but we were able to
secure another gallery this morning-- the Arthur U.
Newton Galleries at East 57th Street.

It would be & great thing if during the exhibition
you could E;y it a visit-- and I assure fuu that it
wlll be we worth while artistically. f you are go-
ing to be able to do =0, could you let me know several
days in advance? Your attending the exhibit would be
a most effective rebuke to those persons who forced

poor Mr. Beligmann to cancel the exhibition which. he
personally did not want to do. ,

cﬂrﬂ?r ¥

Becretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White Houge
Washington, D. C.

WW:CTF

How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Rill?

ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 MUHH-J.'H'IIII.IE. HEW YORE



NEW YORK TIMES,. 'rumam;r. FEBRUARY 12 1mf —
PROTESTS BAR SHOW
OF ART ON LYNCHING
Macabre Exhibition Canpeled
' on ‘Outterst’ of Objeations
From Secret Spurces,
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Official Organ: The Crisis

- Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt::

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WaLTes WaiTe BECRETARY
Ror WiLking
ASHISTANT SECRETART
WiLLiaw PicKkrss
FIELD SECRETARY
Daisy E. Lasprin
REGIONAL FIELD BECHETARY
CHamLEs H, HousTon
SPECIAL COUMBEL

February 18, 1985

I am delighted to have your letter of
February 13 and to learn that you may possibly be
able to visit the lynching exhlibit on the E&rd. I

L1

am enclosing a copy of the catalog.

It will mean a very great deal to have
you at the exhibit, because many Americans will
follow your example in visiting it who otherwise

: would not do so.

Have I your permlssion to advise the

press that you may visit the exhibit? This

would
be done, of course, with the express understanding iné' X

that no advance publicity would be given to

your

visit should you not wish 1t. We would like very ( 7 Z}P

mich, however, to have at least the prineipal
newspapers have reporters at the galleries to 'rf /;

recelve a statement from you.

Cordial

ecretary

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW/RR

How do your Senatars and Congressmen stand one the Costignn Wagner  Anti Lynehing Rill?

—_— i .
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ENDORSED BY THE MATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK .,
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) ) February 18, 1935

Dear Miss Scheider:

Will you please do me the kindness of
getting the enclosed letter into irs.
Roosevelt!s hands .as Soon as possible and.
then letting me know by wire if she grants
tl‘IlE request which I have made?.

Ever sincerdly

Secretary

i

Biss Malvina Scheider
IThe White House :
Washington, D. C.

WW/RR

an the Costigan W agner  1nei Lynehi ng Mill#
NEW YORK

Hew do your Semators and Congressmen stand
ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 215 FOURTH AVENUE.
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PERSONAL

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: .

May I take the liberty of suggesting that 1t
would be very helpful, in my opinion, if you and the
President should talk with ¥r. Morris L. Ernst who
has just returned from the Virgin Islands. He has
told me of some of the observations he has made there,
not only dealing with the Judge Wilson situation but
also with such fundamental civil liberties 1ssues as
the ballot and the gquestion of illegitimacy.

)

Mr. Ernst has just had conferences in Washing-
ton with Messrs. Ickes, Chapman and Gruening. I be-
lieve that both you and the President would gain a
great deal of valuable information from-a conversa-
tion with Mr. Ernst. ;

¥r. Ernst's address 1s 285 Madison Avenue, .
New York City. :

Y t—

Secretary.

: | tgpt»nA 1Pgmt fluﬂééL aaLJ

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt ﬁfﬁt :

Washingten, b. c. Me, Bluito o e Lol
5 i

[l

LLE CTF
How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Contigan-WWagner Awti-Lynching Bill?
ENDORSED BY THE NATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU. 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW TYOREK
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aipeasrg
Carl Murphy

Non. Masey K Duvis » My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Williamn “Ales White I thought you would be interested in seeing

Karion Gt the enclosed press release on the lynching on March

Hev sk H 12th of Ab Young at Slayden, Mississippi.

Mary nlte Ever sincerelly,
Sl | -

Studin
Hon, Charles B, Toney
Franees Willinma
ke peltiog s g Secretary.
MNorihaw plei, Masa.
Ur. Willsm Allss Neflam
hiladelphis
lsackere Martin

Toprka
Hen, Arvibur Cagpigsr

Charla Hmhhumll
' f

“eonirres Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt \ L{ -~

P S The White House i \

mmm "'ﬂ-.!hing‘l'.nn, D. C. u A F.

Edward H, Morrls .
Cambridpe, Mass.

Vellz. Frankfurler

Columbia, 5 0.
H. Jd. Froderlek

New Yerk
Mhurls L. Ernet
Arthur Garflold llays
Jumes Marakall
Herbeet K. 8tohion
Ul rlew

H. Bludin
T .oy L
Toleds, (i .
dussn B Haslip
Waskin g LA O,
Willlam E.
Uhar lea Hownics -
el -
e | ‘
Mine I‘Iimpmlm'l and l':ﬂﬂgrﬂ!mrﬂ stand on the I":luh'!rm-rmﬁurr Anii viehing Rill#
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Now Ted

N.A.A.C.P, ABKE FEDERAL ACTICN
I MISSISSIPPI LYNCHING

Third Meb Wurder of 1935 Was Interstate Kidnapl and Can He
Dlageifisd Under Lindbergh Law, Bays White

¥ew York, Mar. 16.~ A rTequest that the federal govermment
act against the kidnapers and lynchers of Ab Yo ; put to death by
& mob in a school yird at Blayden, Miss, March 12, wos telegraphed
to President Foopevelt and Attorney Gencral Homer E Cumsinge by the
Haticnal Association for the Advancement of Colorod People as Bgpon
as the lynching became lknown, . .

Young was captured at Rossville, Teénn. and transported A
across the state 1ine into Missiseippl where he was hangod and ohot. .
He was accused of murdering & whito highway employe., The N.A.A.C.F.
telegram to Attorney General Cummingo, signed by Waltor White,
geeTetary, doglarod the foderal poverrment had tho power to act
mdar the Lindbergh kidnaping law and pafd: "In the name of the
laws which you have taken & solemm cath to uphold wa vigorounoly
ingist thet your rquartmnt procoed at once againot tho k idnappers
of Young yeotorday.

To Prooident Roooovelt tho N.A.A.C.P, ooorotary clted the .
Young lynching as the third in 18356 and the senond in five montho
where a victim hano beon tranoported acrooo a state line, He ocalled
upon thoe Chief Exccutive to.opur the Departmont of Juptice to actlon
and to urge immodintoly the peooage of tho Cootipsn-Wagnor anti=
lynching ©i1l which hao just boon reportod favorably out of committoo,

According to a opocial otory in the Memphis Prope-Scimitar
Young wao oaptured and hold prisoner in the scheol houoa !urﬁ outoida
of 8laydon from noon until 4:10 p.=. when he wap hanged, During this
time practically the wholoe town wao nr%-uing whother Young chould be
turnod over to officors ruching thore from Holly Springs, Mioo, er
whother he chould bo burned alive, It scomo the argument was about
fifty— , with more in favor of buming, but thoso in favor of
tho 1a otubborn, though outnumbored. While tho argument wao
at ito hn:l.{ t obout fi.‘.fty men aro onid to have bocomo "dinmgunted.®
They loft in asutomobiles and hanged Young quickly by dolvins o
truck out from undor him, Thoy then roturnod to town and told the
reot of tho population thot the argument woo "all oottled,”

It io naid Young'no neck wap not broken by the erude mothod
of hanging, Ho olowly otrangled to doath. fhiloe he was in hino
lapt agonien, o fow of tho y or whiteo bogan chooting at hins
body for fun, Moro and morc joined in taking "pot choto" at the
owinging corpoe until 1t wao riddled with bulleote.

! A jury quickly retumed o vordiot of death at the hando of
"partico unknown." It i@ oortain thet looal and atato suthoritles

{Continued on Page 2)



will take no furthor action, , -

Tho taxt of the N.A.A.0.P. tolegrnm to Frooident Roooovolt:
1

"The third lynching of ninctoon thirty-five took '
placo yosterday at I:I.n{dm Mipolpolppl when Ab Young, ouo-
| routea_ of murdor wag killed by a mob, Thie io tho sooond
notance within the last five montho whore & victim was
kidnappod by a mob and tronopertod amcroco & otato line,
Young wao poizod uun:ﬂlng to thoe Asoococlatod Prooo by mob -+ - 2
at Rooeville, Tonnooseo, takon ncroos the otate line into
Uioolooippl and theoro lynchod, This io unquostionably a
clear viclation of 'tho. so~onllod Lindborgh Kldnopping Law i
which provides for fodoral action in oagco of Kdnapping
or abduction "for ransom roward or othorwisc", Tho National
’ . Aoooclation for the Advancement of Colorod Pooplo ond
coopdrating organizatimo with o totnl momborship of forty- .
) two million work‘}ﬂf for paooage of fodorgl legiolation mgainct
| lynching reopoot ly tut vigorouoly urgd two ocoureao of
= iracdiato aotion upon you an loader of the Amorican poople.
Firaot, we urge you to order the Dopartmont of Juntice to
procecd againot tho kidnappore of Ab Young under fedoral
legiolation against kidnapping, Fallure of Depfirtmont of
Juntice to mot in the netorious kidnopping of Olaude Noal
loot -October from Browton, Alabama and tranoportation acrooo
ihe Btato 1ine into Florids whero ho wao lynched with abnommal
bestiality hao caused profound priticisom of the insctivity
of tho Dopartmont of Justiog. Wo urge that the dppartment |
be not permitted again to be guilty of misfonoance, Second,we
ask you immodiately to urge upon Congrepe prompt paoooage of i
tho Costigan—FWagner bill which on Uonday woo fovorably reportod
by the oonate judioiary committco,” !
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March 13 1935, J )

My dear Mrs., Roosevelt: ’;'/

Here ims a fine editorial from the mﬂuenft.inl
Macon, Georgla, Telegraph of February 15, which
I want you to see.

When you shall have read it, I wish you would
oall it to the attention of the President, mas I
know he, too, will be glad to . see this strong ex-
pression of Southern opinion.

I enclose also copy of a petition we are cir-
culating. 'One newspaper announcement that the
petition was being circulated has brought a phe-
noménal demand from &ll parts of the country for
petitions to be signed. It looks as though we
shall no difficulty in getting several hundred
thousand signatures. There is a growing feeling
that a vigorous and bold demand right now for a
vote in the Senate would insure passage.

s

Ever sincerely,

' Seoretary.
Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
i -
W/ t~ :
Heow doy your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan I BERFE Luti d i hing Rill?
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Please Sign and Circulate This
ANTI-.LYNCHING PETITION TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Anti-Lynching Bill 8. 24 and H. R. 2776
(Known as the Costigan-Wagner Bill) ;

A DIGEST OF THE BILL

Tha phrase “mob or riotous assemblage,” when used In this Act, shall mean an assemblage compased of three or more
perzans acting in concert, without authority of lnw, for the purpose of killing or injuri ny person in the custody of w
peace officer or suspected of, charged with, or convicted of the commissfon of any erim®, with the purpose or consequence
of preventing the apprehension and / or trinl and / or punlshment by law of such person or otherwise of dépriving such per-
scn of due process ofluw or the equal protection of the laws.

SpcTion 2: Fallurs, neglect or refusal to protect an individual agalnst o mob 1s deemed denial of die process of law
and the equal protection of the lawe of the state. Act secures to all citizens protection guaranteed by the U, 8, Constitution.

Section 3: (a) Failure on the part of any local or siate officer charged with the duty of protecting an individual in
his custody from injury or death, or to apprehend, keep In custody or prosecute any mob member, 1s deomed a folony, punish-
able by & fine not exceoding §6,000 or by imprisonment not exceeding five years, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

(b) Any local or State officer who conspires with a mobh member to injure or put to death a prisoner with-
out sutharity of law, or suffern such prisoner to be taken from his custcdy to be injured or put to death is guilty of a
felony, an are those who conspire with him. On conviction the parties participating therein shall be punished by imprison-
ment of not less than five years and not more than twenty-five years, ;

SECTION 4: Gives jurisdietion to the District Court of the United States judicial district wherein the person i injured
or killed by a mob to try and punish in accordance with the laws of the State all persona who participate therein: Provided
state officers have failed to spprehend, prosecute, or punish such offenders; or (2) that jurors are so strongly spposed to
such punishment that there Is probability that those gulliy of the offense will not be punished in such State eourt. Fail-
ure to act within thirty daye after the offense, to apprehend, indict or prosecute shall constitute prima facie evidence of
the failure, neglect, or refusal described.

SEcT1oN B: County lMability: Injured person or legnl representative may recover from $2,000 to $10,000 from the county
involved in civil action aguinst such county in the U. 8. District Court of the Judiclal district In which such persan is in-
jured or killed. Prosscution by the U, 8. Distriet Attorney. Where the county fails to pay the judgment, the coprt has
Jurisdiztion to enforee payment by lavy of execution upon property of the county, or may ctherwise compel payment by man-
dumus or other appropriste process. Fuallure of any officerto comply with any lawful order of the court in the premises
shall be liable to punishment for contempt and to any other penalty provided by law therefor. The mmount recoversd is
exempt from claims of ereditors and shall be paid to the Injured person or hin helrs.

Section §: Transportotion of the wiclim from one couniy to amother county: Both counties jointly and severally liable
to pay the forfeiture. Action shall be brought and prosecuted by U, B, Distrlet Attorney. Any district judge of the U.
8. District Court concerned may direct that suit or prosecutlon may be tried in such place an he designates in such distries.

There have been 5,070 lynchings since 1882, Less than one-sixth of the victims have even
been accused of rape. Since 1889, 83 women have been lynched. Lynchers are rarely ar-
rested; almost never convicted. The States will not stop lynching. A Federal law is
NECEssary.,
_ \ WALTER WHITE,
RETURN TO Secretary, National Association
for Advancement of Colored People,
69 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.



PETITION to the PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES

-

We, CITIZENS of the UNITED STATES, respeftfully urge the President

lymohing.

of the UNITED STATES

To recommend (Lo the Tdth Congress the 1 late
pazsage of Bills 5, 24 and H. R. B778 ib asaure
to persons within the jurisdietion of every

e State the sgual protestion of the laws by din-
couraging, preventing and punishing the arise of

\

HAME STREET ADDRESS

CITY AND STATE

OCCUPATION

1o

11

12

13

14

18

18

17

18

T e ————

COUNTY OF CONGRESSIONAL DISTRIOT

Petition ment byt HAME,

I ITY AND STATE




From

FLACE 3a

BTAMP

X

MR. WALTER WHITE, Secretary,
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,
69 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N. Y.

CLIP OR SEAL FOR MAILING
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THE STACON TELECRATH:  FRIDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 15, 1933

“ Tha measures by which the Paberal Ceve
ernment undartork ba encrach upen the Jaris-
dictiun of the states, pasticularly In ths mat-
ter llHqM"h.ll" alectisn, ugnal to ba
Lmewn as “focce bills™, Ome of tkem rands the
muina_ol : Lodge edigas bn the Sauth

. That pablle santimeat 13 the South has sl
orywtablissd Infe the fosling thak enly hy fed-
eral Iatarvention can wh eves hogas b wips
sut bynehitng, snd the commlittes | chargs of
e Caatlgaa-Wagmer notl-lynching B Las be-
Fun te hatil heariags In Washington, Hacaas
of tha erageds, white end black, which fillad
tha lsuse commilies room at the lasl seialon
of Congreas, when this bill woa being cob-
widered, It han bien decidal ta kedd the hear:
Ings in tha largs raccty reem of the Gemate
aliles buitding. . : 5=

Under the, Hesver adminiitration Bepresea:

of Topresenting & Neges Witrict, and parhaga
‘| that was at least ene of' the reasons why the
DIl i ok geb any Purthess 0% T
Mo such chargs eas by brodght sgalast Senc
wtor Wagner or Represantaiive Coitlgan, good,
sterling Democrats from » whize constitnancy,

Upder the terms of this bill local oltisers
whe full, neglect or veluss b make all diligenk
wffurts Lo pretect prisomers Lrom mebs asd to
ppprehend smob parkicipasts would be ity
af i felony, puniahable by n fige of §5,000 asd
| imprissninent for five yearn

Auy oftizer, having a prisower In cnstody,
whs comaplres with ethera, to lynch, slis
sl b gailty of & felony, along with mem-
hers wf n moh, punishable by lmprissament
from fise to Lwenkyfive years, 7

I, within thirty daya of sn fnjury of
Lyrchise, theoatate shers [t veeurs shews no
tgpeaition to prosscila elficmlees, the fedaral
cosark eenld talos jurisdistion. ¥

Finally, any esuntd fn which a persoa la
werisasly Injured or killed by 2 snals would ke
lialle to the injured persoa or hia hales in
sn wmount not less than $2,000 nor mame than
510,000 as “limidated damages.” gt

‘Thers, wil] bs & gertaln umouit of oppasl-
tion bo this Bl kars kn the South, but it ls »
fnir question to sk what slsa are we to da?
Lynching goes om  year after year asd
pusishmant for the crims ls praclieslly un-
heon,  Ore of Lhe mast rewnlting of these
| erlmer way the latest te gain geeecsl witéhe
| tion, when = Flotlds moh, near Barisana,
slter bringiag the vietim from na Alabamas
jall, whees b bl beem baken for anfe keep-
i, aant eut luvitations In the memlag 1=
atiemd Eha Uymching, which resnlved its! inte
sl borture, #ith Fruesosns debails kanlly fit
o s pristed

the allitrra of tha law, wha, Indes], might
va preveated the ynehing bn the first place
it they hal cared tn do 2o, wed Fri me oes
wnn ewer pankiled, by pa o sno D hat slate
Bwn gwer lieen pusished  for wwch o rerims,
alibangh, sy the wamen of tha stale thom-
aslven paink wok, thees have bean thisty lynch-
[ga,

“[hin hrutality simply cansst o en, The
“gaten kava hald ampls appartunily threigh tha
yeurs b oabe pacseililagg e pravent Thia lianaris
criime, Wha Lisme loan eaene weben pomelhing
wist b odana ped e Pelepal potidgeelding
WM apgear T [ TR o
- i

%/ Federal Clieck on Lynching \}

ki

tativd ﬁf‘l!’ of Misssurl oltered an pntllymeh-|
| g Wll, But Bs sutfersd uadee the bandicsp|

il Bt 14 belimred that the bill has o cRanes of /i

Membsgen 6f that msh wera woll konwm ol

“am ey

=
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Wnreh 80, 1936,
MEMORANDUM FOR LRS. SCHEIDER

Will you tell Mrs., Roosevelt
that I‘c'he President sayc he cannnt see

Walter White untll after he pete back

froo his tripd
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SECAETANT

| ] CHinLes H, Houston
"::;;;;;ﬂml
My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt: £?. '

I note in the press that President Hoosevelt plens. % i
tc leave for Florida cnf’arch £23rd for a vacation. Iy R-
do wvery miach hope that ¥t will be possible for me to \\ i
talk with him prior to his departure. .

Senator Huey Long 1s quoted in the press as declar-
ing when he heasrd of the favorable report of the Senate
Judiciary Committee that, "By God, I'1ll filibuster until
Christmas Eve to kill that bi11in’ (Ineidentally I was
told this morning that there 1s a possibility of Father
Coughlin coming out for the bill in one of his radio
broadcasts.)

If the bill is passed by the Seventy-fourth Con-
gress, I believe strongly that its best chance is now.
If no vote 1s tzken until along towards the end of the
session, I fear it will be swamped in the ususl confusion
and press of legislation. That 1s why I am very anxious
to telk with the President now to discuss means of
achieving a vote. Vigorous action by himself would have
profound effect not only on this legislation, but on
the situation generally. At least this is the impression
I have gathered from talking with many members of the
Genate,

Wilth cordisl personal gfeetings,

. h.verl si ncet lﬂi %

X Secretary
Mrs. bleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D.C.

W Bl \

Mo vy vere Senatars amd flonpressmen stand on the Costigan-IFagner Anti-Lynching Rill?
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JEINTIOE PO Mits, BOU=SInER

I did wov wedoe an appointment for
dr. Wuite for two reusons:

fhe first wes, tiat cne President's
appointmente ure oo ueavy tint i is !
ivooseible;

* Mia second reason was, that the
Fresldent is hot discussing with enyone
messnges tiat are undsr coneiderntion in
o Comuittee.

Confidentially, nlso, tide 15 & ver;

: delicate cituntion and it does uot meen

advisable to drew the Presideat luto wuy
mora loan we anve
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Merch 23, 1935

My desr Mr. White: .

I talked over the lynohing exhibit with
Mrs, 0'Day end Migs Perkins. Miss Perkins feels
thet 1t would start up very violent feelings
going through the South mnd thet the artistio
value, unlsuss it were very great, would hardly
1ift people shove tho subjeot shown.

In thinking 1t over, I do nnt faal that,
with tfie exception of a few things, the exhi=

bit hed tremendous artistic value. I do rualivu_

+11 the sdvuntoges of heving tlinge put before
people in e visual way, but think thet we must
be wery oursful where and howm we do it. We do
not want to etart passione in the South whieh
will make horritle ococeurrences any moreo fre-
quent than they wsre, psrticulerly when the B111
i8 being diecussed und there will be enough
flatulent speeches 1In Congress.

If I were you, I would watoch very cure-
fully all results in every place and be pre-
pered to ocunsel or to limit the people who
ses the exhibit wherever it scems wise. I
would in every way be sure thet you had no
violent opposition. For instanoce, I think it
would do a great deel of herm if a group were
to reid the exhibit and destroy 1t in some
southern oity.

1 am sorry that the President is so busy
he will not be able to ses you until artur lia
gets baok from his trip.

Mr. Walter White Very sinoerely yours,
69 Sth Avenue
HatiCs

w

:DD
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My dear Mra. Roosevelt:

Will you read Mrs. 0'Day's letter to me
and my reply about sending the exhibitlion of an
Art Commentary on Lynching on tour, and let me
have the benefit of your opinion?

Ever sincefely,

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Heosevelt
The White House .
Washington, D. C.

Wi: CTIF o

How du your Senators and Congressmen stanid on the Costigan-Wgener Anti-Lynching Ril?

EMDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU. 215 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORK



CAHOLINE D'DAY
At-Large - Hew York CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
. House of Hepresentatives
wlﬂh.ingtﬂn, D. Cs

March 18, 1835.

r, Walter White

National Asso. for the Advancemant
of Colored People

69 Fifth Avenue |

New York, N. Y.

Uy dear Mr. White:

I have received & letter signed by Mr. Brickell, ¥r. Cullen,
Mrs. Spingarn and others, on sending the Art Commentary on
Lynching on a tour throughout the country. I am not at all
sure that this would be a good thing to do.

You may remember m¥ telling you what happe to Mr. Shilliday
when he went into lexas to do some invéstighting - I am very
much afraid that the same spirit would be roused in some of the
Southern cities that you have on your itinerax I also have a
feeling that the exhibition if held certain places,,would
arouse the sadistic instincts pf,a tain class of the people
and would react to the detriment.o e colored citlizens.

I would suggeat that you wrlte to « Roosevelt about 1t before
you make your plans. F on that I had with her some
ten days ago about the York ‘exhibition, I &m inclined to think
that she agrees with iews ap|to the inﬁd?isability of so ex-
tended a tour, at leas / { 7

-

Very sincerely yours,

Ve
&
~.__./Ksigned) Caroline 0'Day

(Mrs. Vaniel 0'Day)



Murch -
19th
145&5 .

My dear Mrs, U'Lays

{hsnk you very much for your ihguetiful letter of Lue
18th, Ve too were vury wuch concerned nbout the el Tect of
sendlng én art Commentury on Lynching| into the south wnd we
very curefully sought the apinigﬂ_g{i\huaa in position to
know. dere sre some of the reauikuu_\ :

:;BLharn In fts sentl-

veltimore, &5 you know, i3 uite
went, To both our cmuz giéﬁﬁl

qd gratiricotion the Muryland
Institute wnd & number

allerias jumped =t Lhe
chance of showlng the e vidon cnu even becume sowswnit
impetient vecsuse of celipadn Pnlledelphli In setting Lhe
right gellery. 1k will open tt tic Muryland
Institute on rprid 15t run for £ rortnight there.
1f 1L 15 &t all pgssible
the exhibition wE

o

sish you could .rrenze to see
le 1t there cna lel us know 10 you
2111l feel that wouly' be unwisze Lo seac it furthner south.

oy L #
- — i
1 Llge-mdnc ;:E‘Encluscn copy of u lutter (rog Misa
fedek of
(&)

fusen M fie kocon (weorgle) leglewroph wne of let!or
from Lr, [deorge rt Milton, editor of Lhe Lhaticnouga

Bﬂ!l n&ﬁaur 41 osk influentiel nevayipers in the south,
L iiltadﬁiaeﬂ of the putrons oi the vrhdoltion,” ws ure
Llre louglis =7 Frecuwn, eadtor ol tne :ichamonc Nees Loscer
«nd suthor of the four-volume life o Les which nus recautly
recelved such enthusi.siie prille, cnc Lr. Virginius “ibney,

editor of "the nicimong Idmeg-iisp: teh,

'
1t 15 our plan Lo send tne exhivition only to lurger
pluces and slways whevo thare is ¢ larpge liberel onG collepe
group. The preseni Lentetive itinerary, rollowing tlie wush-
ington show, is vs lollows: tichmona, Chopel d11I(N.C.),
wtlonts, Boshville, Nuw Jrleins wnc Lallis, Texus.

The exhibition will then sulng north throush Kensos

.uity{ i Louls, Chicogo, Pittsouryn, Letrplg, “levelina,

Llanclnnetl :ng ooaton. ihis will not ue the cxLet itincrar;
85 Lhey ure deperdenl upsn Lhe cvallubllity of gullerice wna
other locel cricngements. ue hive Lod e ucsts for the



L
&/19/6b

s’

4 3 .
exhibitlon from &« number of colleges wnu universities wund
from cities like laaver, vmshe, Johnstown, .vrontou wund

other pluces., i |

Another lndicution tist muy be ol sowme vilue 1z that
& remurkably lerge nuwooer of soulb.sroners visltzu tue
cxhipltion in Hew York, registered -thelr nimes ind cdureszcs
und 4 number ol thew urgec us to senc the show south. inese,
of course, are the more libersl .ne incellizcnt ones s they
Mould not otherwise heve visltee such v oxhivition.

Flease vo not Lelieve me Lo be necastrong in plecing
this informetion wefoic you. 1 do =0 enly vecruse 1 veilue
your opinion so ind necsuse there ire meny nho feel Liat
thic grephic ropresentations of lynchlng vould wo o jreat
aekl ol good, especlally in the ruuttt

1
1l would be grateful x5 iflﬂiﬂlé elving this letter ind
rozalng the enclosurées, you woule lel we know i1 you atill

feel us stiongly as you do. *

1 sm folluwing Juur_iyggc ion wnoe s senuing Mrs.
roosevelt copy of your J\Li:\‘,a ko me of #urch ldth zneé of
tiils reply. o

with cordiel tings, L am

bver sincercly,

ff bvecletul'ye.
L II'._ v

tlan. Laroline J'Ley
House Uflice sullcling
#eshingron, .. C.

masLlF '

w-—- iy - s .



BACON TELEGRAPH PUBLISHING COMPANY y

Magon, Ga.

]
Dear Mr. Whitet : , -

! _Tuu.'r latter uunuemzing my vislt to the Art Codmentary Y
on Lynching reminded me that I had _--\lund you the :
editorial from The Macon Tuhsrlpﬁ:h bjeot of the

: hﬁg_—_diffaady had 1t '

you have not seen it.

Costigan=-Wagner Bill. Perhap

from a olipping bureau,

I encloa$ it.
May ‘I not take oppor tunity to tell you how fine I

considered the exhi

balieve if . wag a

vigaroug ap the plotures carried a lesson whioh hun=
could not teach.

eeble way, ma-T];‘.I.EGRLPH, I think you know,

dreds of wo
In its
has been striving toward an end to lynohing. They are oarry=
ing on.
-
Sincerely yours,
Signed: SUSAN MYRICE



THE GHATTAHGDG;' NEWS
Chattanooga, Tn:nn:

March )}, 1935,

Mr. Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
N“ Yﬂr. Hl Yr

My dear Mr. White:

This will acknowledge yours of March 8 In the same
mail I have a letter signsd by a mumbver of the’ New York group
interested in the lynching.e : 2. I think you are gquite
right that it would be a good : display the plctures
-over the country, and partioula®I® in the South, I am very
glad that plans to this end are\Peing worked out, and think
you are wise to let if'm gemen g be mede through the
College Art Assoolatig —

$10.00, which I wish you
o Miss Suzanne LaFolletée as a
the expenses in the sending around

I am enclosing a

would be good e bo\ mend
ﬂﬂntributipn 86 1 0
of the &:hih( :

\ Faithfully yours,
\J

Signed: George Fort Milton

£
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W My dear Mr. White:

Th® more I think about going to tha sxhibition,
the more troubled I am, so this morning I went
into talk to my busbind about 1%t amw! asked hinm
what they really planned to do about the bill
bacause I was lr{ald that some Lright newo-
paper reporter might write a story which would

- offend soms of the southera members <nd thersby
mike it even more diffioult to do anything
about the bill.

Uy huaban: sald 1t was guite all right for wme
to go, but if some reporter took the ocoasion
to deacribe soms horribla picture, it would
cause more southern opposition. They plan
to bri the Hill out guletly as soon nn pos-—
- 8ible although two southern Senators have
saild they would filerbuster for two wesks,
He thinks, however, they oan get it through.

I do not want to do anything which will harm
the ultimate objective even thourh we aight -
think for the moment that it was helpful and
aven though you may feel that it would make
soma of your race feel more kindly toward us.
Therefore, I really think that it would be
safer if I came without any publicity or did
not come at all. Will you telephone me at
iy HNew York house at seven o'clock on Friday
nizht? The number if Khinelander 4 - 7428,
You can then tell me how you feel,

Very sincerely yours,

J

g ] ———



AN ART COMMENTARY "ON LYNCHING

L

Eleven East Fifty-seventh Street

Mew York C-Iw:,-



THE LAW 15 TOD SLOW

by & Bellows

THIS LYNCHING

n order to understand it you must understand samethin
It would be better to go live for a time in one of the mise

Alabama, Mississippi,

vwhole American South.

towns, say in |':-:,-£.-G|-_;-_I:,_-|

And then you must go back to slavery, to what it did ta the spirit of man on the land. There has
a very terrible thing happened to man, all over America, in the Morth as well as in H-: South, i
connection with the land. It m be better for all of us here in Americ 'f we could, at !!.:':-.! ."ca'
time, give up the whole Christian idea, this business of the salvation of the individual sou
gain struck with our God. . . . "I'll stand for any sort of life here, on ti
my fun, my joy in life in the hereafter.” The im u will not learn to love and hone
ground under your feet as that might lead to p:.
that our President, same ane of them . . . R
who seems to have joy in life . . . that he woulg ... let's say May first
internationally locked upon as Labor Day, as a d ffiesta, Let us all go out H[ our towns and cities
on the day and walk about planted fields, singing and feasting far the .j:;.c-.cj American earth, all
day long.

What has all of this—this earth feeling | am here speaking of to do with ynchings, and in
particular with lynchings in the South, Well, dan't worry, it will he Morth, too

Far, you see, | do feel that all of this killing, particularly o ynching has its deep
implications. You can't lynch the man with whom you work and
before the Civil War, there was this ugly degradation of map’s
to get his food. A gentleman didn't do it. He made his slaves

erican eartn,

LaN SUN w 'H\f'ur\ earth worship. | have often wished

velt would be d one to start it he 15 a man

proclaim a day

Lrlfl You soe, long ago

-on the face of earth




; g _

But only a few men could be gentlemen, in the sense suggested above, that is to say through
ownership in lands and slaves. As for the rest—and it applies to the great bady of white men in the
old South—to work in the field, touching earth with your fingers was slaves business. The overlord,
big plantation owner strutting before the man below, the Poor White in the South as now the
ngusrrial overlord of the Morth struts before his slaves. '

It does seem necessary for the human, any human to in some way get back his self respect . . .
call it that. | must in some way fee| manhool power in myself. f | am thwarted in my work, the tools
of my work dirtied for me, the earth under my feet dirtied for me, | must get even. :

. There comes then this perversion, quite naturally | think. The Poor White of the South, who
goes blood mad in one of his ugly little towns, goes Negro killing. Negro lynching is not really trying
to preserve the purity of his women . . . the excuse always given. Look at Scottsboro. Does.anyone
really believe that the white men, the Poor Whites who crowd into the court room down there, so
eager to lynch those black boys, can any man believe they are trying to protect the two white
women involved in that affair? And have not the white women of fher&u’rh mere than once declared
that they do not want protection from the white males through lynching?

It is then simply an assertion, ugly and perverted, of man's hunger for self-respect. | cannot
get it from the FunJas land and labor are handled in the South. | cannpt get it from the factory
where cheap goods are made. | must get it somewhere. Let me go kill, kill, kill. At least that is an
expression of physical might."

There it is. That is the foundation for your killings, for your lynchings. Look at Shelbyville in
Tennessee. There they did not get their Negro. He was slipped away by a Judge, who must have’
been a man, so they destroyed their courthouse, their temple of justice. It is pretty significant, |
think, and | think too that the struggle against lynching in this country will become really powerful
when it goes deeper, the old justice destroyed and a new feeling of real justice born,

And that means, doesn't it, understanding, even of the dread thing, how it got into men, how
man's sense of manhood always has been nn:? always will be involved with the work he does, his
touch with tools, earth, materials. To strike only at the lynchers is to strike always at the surface of
the evil. It is pulling your punches. There had Lcen too much punich pulling. The Poor White, who
does the lynghing is really a Poor White, . :

—SHERWOOD ANDERSON

g ———— —t=

‘A NOTE .

An Exhibition of this nature serves two paramount causes. It brings ta the attention of a large
number of persons the fact that lynching is an existing condition, and it raises the question of what
is jo be done to outlaw it,

Practically everyone knows that the killing of human beings, generally Negroes, by means of
violence and wiihcu;ﬁgﬂ sanction, has been iEe rule and not the exception for more than seventy-
five years. Newspapers carry accounts of mob-murder, the barbaric details deleted and edited
for family reading, and anyone who can read or see & picture knows by this time the more or less
common program of a lynching. Furthermore, many readers have become hardened to the point
where they accept without second thought the inevitability of the practice. -

Lynching is not accidental. It is cold-blooded premeditated torture ending in death. Its locale
is almost always in the Southern States where the cultural standard of the white population is far
below the level of Western civilization. It is a primitive, barbaric custem that appeuﬁ to that part
of man's nature which has not been benefited ﬁy contact and association with civilizing influences,
Lynching exists in a world of its own, and it should be dealt with as any other major crime.

Debate cn the subject of fynching has been beclouded by statements from various sources
that the practice is necessary in order to protect the honor of Southern womanhood. This is merely
an excuse q;signed to cover up the true intent and purpose. Rape is not confined to any one race
or nationality,



The appeal of lynching to the-uncivilized lies in its blood-thirsty attitude towards torture and
pain. The dragging of a Negro's body behind an automcbile over miles of road, the mutjlation of
the body, and the slow blood-letting or strangulation demanstrates that the mobi wishes to engage
in the act of torture even more than in the actual death. A member of a lynching party is an active
participant whether he is merely an cbserver or whether his own hands do the killing.

Social deterioration is the payment extracted for a lynching, The community surrounding a
lynching scene loses all trace of progress and civilization, The :hiﬁ:lrcn practice brutality just as if
they were learning to fish and hunt. In the end, the contamination envelopes the entire state, and
no man, woman, or child escapes its brutalizing influences.

The constant threat of lynching is holding back the progress of the Negro race in the South.
Mo race of people, white or black, can rise to its full height when over its head is suspended the
fear of inhuman mutilation and death.

After seventy-five years nothing has successfully curbed lynching. Eradication by education
will help, but enly after the passage and enforcement of anii-lync‘rl;ing laws. The law and the enforce-
ment of the law will have to come first, The Southern States have demonstrated by means of a policy
* of inaction that they will not take the necessary steps.

It should be plain, therefore, that it is the duty of the Congress of the United States to pass
the necessary legislation, and to place the enforcement of the law in the hands of the Department
of Justice, Until that is done, lynching will continue in the future as it has in the past, and each day
of delay will force millions of people toward's further descent into the slough of barbarism.

—ERSKINE CALDWELL

e~

EXHIBITORS AND PIECES

SAMUEL J. BROWN
Il. Lynching [Water Color|

FRED BUCHHOLZ
|2, We Too Know Calvary

PEGGEY BACON
|. Attorney General Thomas E. Knight
2. Judge W. W. Callahan

HENRY W. BANNARN
3. Claiming Their Dead

SAMUEL BECKER PALIL CADMUS

4. Lynched |Sculpture)
- [Courtesy Weyhe Gallery)

GEORGE BELLOWS
5. The Law Is Too Slow
{From the Collection of the Bellows
Estate]

THOMAS BENTON
&. A Lynching (Oil)

GEORGE BIDDLE
- 1. Alabama Code: Our Girls Don't Sleep
With Niggers

JULIUS BLOCH
8. Prisoner
9. Lynching
10. Negro

I3. On the Way to the Lynching

E. SIMMS CAMPBELL
|4, | Passed Along This Way

WILLIAM CHAS
I15. Son, derne®if that nigger ain't made
us late for prayer meetin’l
16. American Tragedy—Southern Style

JOHMN STEUART CURRY
17. The Fugitive LOil]
- [Courtesy Ferargil Galleries)
18. The Fugitive
19. Manhunt
(From the Collection of Arthur B,
Spingarn)

v B



EDMUND DUFFY
20. Maryland, My Maryland
21. California Poinfs With Pride
|Pulitzer Prize Cartoon, 1933)
[From the Collection of Columbia
University)

DANIEL FITZPATRICK
22. Shall This Be Our Admmui‘uhnn of
© Justice?

NORM!\N FOSTER
23. Lynch Law
(A :ar*uu'n in clay]

ALLAM FREELOMN |
24, Barbecue—American Style

JARED FREMNCH
25. Lynched *

AARCN J. GOODELMAN
26, Necklace (Sculpture)

BERTRAM GOODMAN
27. Lynching

K. GUNDRY
28. The Pack

BERMAR GUSSOW
29. Hysteria

IRWIN D, HOFFMAM
30. In Dixie Land | Take My Stand
To Live and Die In Dixie

JAY JACKSON
31. The Knockout Blow

WILMER JEMMNINGS
32. At the End of the Rope

M. GRAY JOHNSON
33. The Crucifixion

ROLLIN KIRBY
34, |t Can Be Done

BENJAMIN KOPMAN
35. Lynching [Oil)
[From the Collection of
' Bernard Reis)

ARTHUR LEDUC

36. High Strung Fellah!

CHARLES LOGASA,
37. The End gt the Party (Til|
38. Mr. Lynéh's Law (Oil)

REGINALD MARSH
39. This Is Her First Lynching

WILLIAM MOSBY
40. Dixie Holiday [Wood Carving)

FRED MAGLER
41. Negro and Mab

ISAMU NOGUCHI
42. Death (Sculpture]
(Courtesy Marie Harriman Gallery)

JOSE CLEMENTE CQROZCO
43, MNegroes
(From the Collection of Arthur B.
Spingarn]

HARRY STERNBERG
44. Southern Hc|11d1_1',|I

PREMNTISS TAYLOR
45. Christ In Alabama
* 44, Second Morning

WARREN WHEELOCK !
47, Mob Justice

HALE WOODRUFF
48. Giddap
49. By Parties Unknown

Mrs. Amy E. Spingarn has contributed thres prizes as fu"bws fifty dollars for the best original drawing;

and twenty- ﬂ'.-e dollars for the best etching, or lithagraph.

Judges are: Mr. Alfred Barr, Jr., of the Museum of Modern Art; Mr, Heywood Broun; Mr. Alain Locke of

Howard University; Mrs, Audrey McMahon of the College Art Association.

The patrens wish o Express their appr\ucmhun h':: Mrs. Pearl 5. Buck far her r:-n‘mrh at the preview: and-to

Mr. Edward Muﬂhuvn for singing at the opening.

o ——— e
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D, and Mra. Erniest Alesandos
" Mr. Sharwood Anderian
Miws Katharing Anthony
Wi Faith Baldwin
Mr Roger Baldwin . r=
D¢, Harry Elmer Barnes
M, and Mry. Alfred Barr, Jr,
Dr. and Mrs. Charles A, Board
Mr, Robart Benchley
Mr, Stephen Vincent Benkt
Mr. Bruge Blivan
Mr. and Mry. E. C, Blum
Mr, and Mrs. Arthur Bodansky
Bri. W, Russell Bowie
Me, Roark Bradlord
Mr. Harichel Brickell
M1, Heywood Broun
Mr, Edward Bruce
Miw Halen R. Bryan
My, Pearl 5. Buck
tdr. Harald Buicher
M, Witter Bynfar
P, Erskine Caldwell
Dr. Henry Seidel Canksy
Wy, Florasce Cane
M. Pappy Cannon
b, Elmer A, Carter
Dr. and Mrs, Allan Knight Chalmers
ke, and Mrs. Joha Chamberlain
Mri; Richard 5. Childs
Miss Ina Claire
Hon, and Mrs, Edward P. Costigan
Miss Jane Cawl
Mra, W, Murray Crans
DOr, Walter Gray Crump
Br, Counted Cullen
Miw Marion Cuthbert
D, Wirginius Dabney
Brs. Margarel Deland
Mr. Hubert T, Delany
Wiss Elizabeth Dalia
Mri. Bernard 5. Deutich
M. and Mrs. Rane d'Harnoscaurt
Mins Ellgn K. Donchus
M, Lucivs R. Esstman
Mr. Mas Eagtrman
Mr. and Mrs. George W, Eqgens
Mr, and Mrs. Motty Eitongon
Mri. Kendall Emerian
Mr, Clifton P. Fadiman
Mra, Douglas P. Falconar
Mr, Arthur Davisen Ficke
. Mrs. Dargthy Canfield Fither
Dr. Douglas 5. Freeman
Wit fona Gale
M, Lawin 5, Gannsit
Mrs Mary T. L, Ganneh .
Mri. Wilkam Lloyd Garrisan, 3d

PATRONS

Mrr George Gorthwin

Mr. C, Adolph Glaugald

Mr, and Mrs. Lloyd Goodrich
Miv Grace Gouelin

Dr. Ernest H. Gruaning |
Mr. and Mrs. Hareld K. Guintburg
M, Jabn Henry Hammosd

Mr. John Hanry Hammond, Jr,
Mr. Harry Harsen

Mr. Alfred Harcourt

Dr Abram L. Harris

Mr, Henry Hazlitt

Mr, Robert Hurld:__

Mr, and Mry. DuBose Moyward
Mri, Parfan Hibben

Mra M, Hulrert Hilder -

ey, Helens Yan Rosen-Hoogendyt
Mz, Sidney Howard
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ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
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My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

thlis fine editorial from the Macon (Georgis)

Ielegraph of February 15th.

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
WALTER WH i SECRETARY
Rov WiLkims

ABRIOTANT SECHETARY

WilLiAW PicEnng
FIELD SECRETARY

Darsy E, Lamprin
REGIOMAL FIELD SECRETARY

CHamLES H, HousToR
BRECIAL COUMBEL

I am sure you will be gratified to see

Equally interesting

and gratifying is the fact that this editorial has

elicited very wlidespread commendation in the

South.

Ever sincerely,

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, L. C.

Ww: CTF
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Jels
WASHINGTON U
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April 2, 1935

-

My dear Mr. White:

Mrs, Roosevelt will be gladztn
see you about half.past four on the 8th
in New York City, at her house, 49 East
65th Btreet.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
.Mrs. Roosevelt

Mr. Walter White
&9 Fifth Avenue
New York

N.X.
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My dear Mr, Whites

-, "Yrs. Roosevelt will be glud to
Sce you wbout half past fuur.uu the Ath
in Ne® York City, at her house, 49 East
65th Stri et,

Very sincerely yours,

Secretury to
Hrs. Roosevelt

|

dr. Walter Thite - .
6? Fifﬂl J'. Yonuea 1 . fl'},'[l] ql'.'l'l

New York

.Y, [511,9[ o
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Dear Mra. Roosevelt: (v J}} | N

i
Your opinions regarding the lynching 4
emihitinn are very valuable and we shall take
them into very careful consideration.

The exhibition opens on Eunday at
the famous Maryland Institute in Baltimore. There
was actually a contest among saveral galleries
for the privilege of showing it.

Baltimore 1s sufficlently far south
and sufficiently southern in temperament for us to
learn something from the experience there; and we
will be gulided largely by the reaction there. é

We may not be able to send the exhibit
very far because of lack of funds.

I am sorry not to have been able to see
the President before he went South, but I am
hoping I shall be able to talk with him as scon as
possible after his returm. In the meantime, I
should like very much to talk with you. Do you
expect to be in New York any time soon? If not,
and you can arrange tp.see me, I will come to
Washington. ﬂf

Ever sincerel

cecretary

Mrs. Elea;:w Roosevelt
Ihe White House
Washington, D. C.

WW/RR

Dl
Louls L. Mo der youre Semetors o Congoessimen stond o the Cotigan W agoce Lote Lviwcdong Bill?
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April 5, 1935

Uy dahr.ﬂr. Wnlte:

‘rs. Noosevelt as.ed me to thank
you for soading her the editorinl frowm
tie ucon Telegr: h, 3She "=y very imch
intereated to see 1t.

-?ery sincerely yours,

&
SE‘C]'H't'__.I';n" to
Hrs, an.cvelt
dr. i'iﬁlt-ﬂr_ Yhite il ] I .
(, 9 Fifth Avenue
Jaw York
laXa
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My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

I am sorry that I missed you beth in Washington
last week and in New York this week. There were three
metters that I wanted to discuss with you. One of
them, of course, was the anti-lynching bill. Ve
now have written pledges from 43 Senators and 123
Congressmen that they will support the bille 1
enclose a dig€st of these pledges. The Y.W.C.L.,
the Federal Council of Churches, the Vomen's Inter-
national League for FPeace and Freedom, and other
organlizations interested in the blll have secured
additional pledges. When these are received it is
1likely that the situation will look even more favorable,

More and more southern newspapers are coming out
for the bill. I enclose editorisl from the Chattancoga
News of April 5th, which Dr. George Fort Milten,
distinguished author, snd editor of the News, has just
sent me. And here is a statement which we have just
received from Dr. Will W, Alexander, of the Interracial
Commission and which is significant, don't you think,
in the light of Mrs. Ames' sttitude?

I also have before me a digest of the report made
by the Hosenwald Fund on an investigation of the land
tenure system in the Bouth. This investigation of the
effect of the reduction of cotton acreage leads the
Rosenwald Fund to the concluslon:

nUnfortunately, because of the ola race bugaboo,
the South is peculiarly incapable of handling

_ problems of disrupted econcmic systems and
floating populations of casusl workers. Great
bands of Haﬁrnes, unattached to the soil,
unaccountable to regular bosses, sre a new and

How do Senators and Congressmen stund on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?

DORSED BY THE NATI L INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORK
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Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt - £ 4-10-35

unmanageable problem.. These Negro hordes, com-
peting with poor whites for such casusl.labor

as appears, competing with whites for relief
while 1t lasts, possibly raiding fields or stores
if they begin to starve - all this may easily

lead to hysterla, terrorizing, lynchings, and race
riots of unprecedented scope and violence."

This would seem to furnish a strong argument for passage
without fail of the Costigan-Wagner bill in this session of
Congress.

Indications from all parts of the country seem to.
eéstablish that the country at large would not stand for a
filibuster agailnst the blll, providing a sufficiently
determined stand against the fillibuster were made. Unfortu-
nately there 1s a very wlide-spread and rapidly growing
cynicism on the part of many  colored and white pecple as to
whether or not the anti-lynching bill will really be voted
on at this session. I peed hardly add that I do not share
this doubt.

The other two matters I want to discuss were the Virgin
Islands situation and also a means of focusing public
attention upon the means and extent of discrimination, especi-
glly by local administrators, employers and labor unions,
agalnst the Negro under the wvarious recovery sgencles. It
would take too long for me to go into elther of these ade-
guately in a letter so that I must reserve discussion of
them until I have opportunity to talk with you.

With cordial personal greetings to you and the President,
Ever sincerely,
._J__F
i
Secretary

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The white House
washington, D.C.

Wt EL



Dr. Will W. Alexander, Director of the Commis-

sion on Interracial Cooperation, with heacquarters here,
today gave to the press the following stetement:

nAt Franklinton, Louisiana, early Friday morning,
masked men broke into the jail, evidently without resistance
from the officers in charge, and lynched & prisoner to whom
the Louisiana Supreme Court had granted & new trisl. The
past history of such occurrences offers no assurance that the
Louisiana authorities will make any effort to punish the
members of this mob. The persistence of these occurences and
the refusal of local authorities either to protect their
prisoners or to punish lynchérs would seem to make 1t im-
perative that the Federal Government take positive and
vigorous steps to protect the lives of its citizens. Southern
Representatives and Senators now in leadership in Washington
will find it difficult to Justify indifference or opposition to
Federal leglislstion for the ecn%fq% of lynching."

1/12/35
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Following are expressions from members of the House of Represéntativea
in communications re the Costigen-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill:

mlﬁmsﬁ.._uhhuéﬁh._%m: "I am of the opinion that my support

wi € given the bills you mention to suppress lynching.m

ﬁﬂIﬂLalesn’_‘;uki "I want to assure you that 1t will give me
pleasure to support suitable anti-lynching legislation.m

(Introduced ]ﬂ%%1gn_£‘_ﬁxnnpg:‘_ﬁj¥_xgxk= "I will introduce s bill during
H.R. 184) ¢ coming session of Congress, and will do all in my power
to secure passage of same,"
(Introduced Eﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂl—iﬂllﬁhsﬂ.ﬂ_xm* "I shall introduce in.the next session
H.R. 148 the bill which I introduced in the last session, providing
for anti-lynching legislation."

: "Hest assured that I will glve
serious consideration to everything you mentfon therein,"
(referring to letter from the N.A,A.C,P.)

. ﬂhmfu_mmm "I em opposed to lynching and I
will support any reasonable measure which is against such

violent and unlawful activities,"

MWMWM: "I am in favor of an effective

anti-lynching law being passed by Congress."

Hilliﬁl E, Qﬂﬂ?ﬂ:{z Jr. Messachusetts: "I wish to assure you that
I shall be glad support any legislstion which I feel will

do away with lynching."

W: "I assure you that it (the matter of
anti-lynching legislation) will have my earnest consideration

when it comes before me,.m

w_eu,}m._nu_m= "I am strongly in favor of Senator

Wagner's bill deeling with anti-lynching legislation and you
may rest assured that I shall do whatever possible in behalf
of same,"

EEhﬂ_ﬂ4.ﬂflﬂnﬂx;_ﬂleIQ§§= "When the matter in which you are
interested is present to Congress I will be sure to give

it my attention.®

ﬁmﬁf&mm.n._gum: "I am very much in favo¥ of any
f legislation which will do away with this blot on our civili-

zation."®

: "I have always been opposed to
lynching and therefore I not only favor the Costigan Anti-
Lynching bill but I have worked with the Senator toward its
adoption . . I hope that we are successful in wiping out
this curse of American civilization which 1s on a par with
kidnapping and murder where ransom i1s demanded,"

L

—

(continued)



House of Hepresentatives -2

(Introduced
H.R. 6798)

(Introduced
+H.K. 5378)

"

: "This instance (the Marianna
1 ng the outcome of the recent attempt at another
lynching in Tennessee. .s. strengthens my belief that
there should be national legislation cn the subject. That
has been my conviction for some time."

m;!._J,ﬂ_RMM= "I csn assure you that I
will teke a sincere interest in Federal anti-lynching

legislation, and shall give 1t serlous consideraticn at
the opportune time."

Mu%._mnﬂ_mwﬂ!ﬂu: "I wish to state that I am
more then willing to support any legislation which will

put an end to lynching.”

mmuﬁmeuﬂulmmﬂi "I will lend my support to
= any Federal anti-lynching Bill."

%;%%éﬂn_ﬁﬁ_ﬁhngll*_gxfggn; "ou may rest assured I shall be
o on the side of law and order on any guestion before

. Congress."

: "I am golng to give this matter my
personal consideration.” ,

: "I want to assure you I will-be glad
{utgive“apy assistance in my power to this type of legis-
ation.

G, P v + "I am not familiar with the
provisions o is bill, but I think any measure would be
good that has a tendency to abate thls viclous practice.
%hen the matter is presented I shsll glve it my serious
consideration.”

AIIEHI_E;.%ﬂﬂlﬂ!ttﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁhniilhﬁt "You may rest assured that
this matter wi have my utmost attentlon when Congress

convenes in January."

wﬂuﬂm "I assure you that the
Wagner-Costigan Bill will have my unqualified support end

I shall do everything to see that it is enacted, —You
may consider me as definitely committed in favor of this
legislation at this time."

KE%IE_Eiél;_Hﬂfhinﬂ$ﬂn= "I wish to assure you that I will be
: eartily in favor of any proposals seeking to stamp out

the 1{n¢h1ng evil., I believe in law and order and justice
for all."®

Eﬂnhﬂﬂhhjiﬂﬁlﬂgﬂmﬂl "This will acknowledge yours. . . to
which I shall be gled to give my careful consideration and

study.”

: "I am in fevor of Federal anti-
1ynching legislation end shall be pleased to give it my
support."



House of Representatives -"E-

©  Clarence F, Lea, Californis: (From his secretary) "Mr. Lea
.wishes me to assure you that he will give his =arnest
consideration to the legisletion in which you are interested”

L "You may be sure that when this
111 comes before the House of Hepresentetives it will
receive Congressman Lemke's earnest consideration and
support.” (From his secretary)

W‘ "I am very ardently supporting the
Wagner-Costigan anti-lynching proposal and it ‘i3 my
intention to introduce a duplicate of 1t in the Housze."
Frarg "Thix 15 a metter in
which I am deeply interested, and I assure you it will
have my careful consideration. I would, of course, favor
anti-lynching legislation if it was properly drawn."

@

WW: "I have always votid for anti-

ynching legislation and expect to continue to do se. I
shall be glad to vote for the bill to which you refer at
the very earliest cpportunity.n

(Introduced Melvip J. Mass, Minpesgta: "fou can be assured of my con-
H.R. 8377) - tinued support for adequate Federal legislation to
suppress lynching. I have always been & supporter of
your federal anti-lynching legislation."

F : "This matter will have my
earnest enpsidarutiun.“

(Introduced James M, Mead, New York: "I wish to inform you that I am
H.R. 2480) in sympathy with the views expressed in your letter.”

IhEEﬂ2EEluﬁﬂixiﬁﬂ4_ﬂﬂﬁnﬂxlxﬂniﬂ= "I assure you that I am
interested in Federal anti-lynching legislation.”

Mary T, Norton, HNew J§:§§I= "I want to assure you that you
may count upon my full support of the Feder anti-
lynchinl bill if and when it comes before Congress."

T J, QF i (Letter from his secretary)
"You are informed the “ongressman favors such legislation
and you may be sure that in the event such measures
come before the House of Hepresentatives during the
coming session of the Congress they will receive his
active support.”

¥ Qﬁ!ﬁliﬂﬂ-%éﬂﬂxt—ﬁll—xﬂlk’ "Long ago, I pledged my support
of the Anti-lynching Bill, for I realize full well what

a grave danger to the country lynching constitutes.
When I assumed my new position in Washington, I hope
to have the cpportunity to confer with Senators
Costigan and Wagner about the proposed Bill.®

(continued)




g

A

House of Representatives -4

(Introduced
H.R. 5501)

{Introduced
H.R. 8888)

'k i "I have discussed this matter with
e colored people of my District and I think my position
is well understood by them."

¢ "As a citizen of the grest middle west
and as a lawyer, I have for a long time felt that it
would be necessary to take different means for the sup-
pression of lynching, if the guarantee of the Constituticn
of a falr trial to any citizen accused of crime was to
become a fact rather than a phrase. I can assure you that
you will find me at all times willing and anxious to
cooperate in orderly government and that I will be in
favor of any proper legislative propossl to suppress
lynching and g antee to every man in this country his
cnnstitutianalu%iihtu." :

ﬁﬂmﬁﬂmimm= "Without committing myself to
the details of any particular bill, I am prepared to vote

for federal anti-lynching leglislation.®

D, Lape Powers, New Jg:gﬂx: "I want you to know I am
heartily in favor of Federal Anti-Lynching (legislation)

- and shall vote for this measure when it 1is brought
before the Congress.

Barry C, Ransley, Pennsylvanis; "I wish to advise you that
I will work and vote for the proposed Federzl anti- nching
legislation at the next session of Congress. . . I ve
always supported legislation which I believed was
beneficial to ypur people.,”

' : "Allow me to advise that I am
heartily in favor'of the Federal anti-lynching legislstion
and permit me to assure you that I will do all within my
power to ald in the passage of legislation of this kind,"

W "I am willing to go on record as

being sbsolutely opposed to lynching and shall give this
serious = consideration,”

Lamm_t._ﬁ.:xmg_u._;um= "Please be informed that I am
in accord with your views and will be very happy te

cooperate when the anti-lynching Bills will be presented
to the House of Represantatives."

ﬂjgxff_g,_ﬂgggxl_ﬂgn_ﬂgxagx: "You may be assured that this

wi ave my support as in the past.m :

fhii_ﬁiilﬂﬂaagﬂl_2ﬂ15= "It 1s my present intention to support
the Wagner-Costigan Bill or any other sound federal anti-

lynching legislation.”

¢ "I certainly shall be very
pleased to give it (the bill) very careful consideration
when it is before us.”

(continued)



| House of Hepresentatives - b

: "I am pleased to inform you that
the antl-lynching legislation will receive my earnest

consideration and support."

» Williag H, Sutph _Eg! Jdergev:"I am happy to inform you
that I am an ent advocate of such legislation, and
enclose herewith a speech which I made regarding such
legislation.” :

B Mmgmu_llum= "May I assure you that it is my
intention support any anti-lynching legislation that Ma{
be under consideration in the 74th Congress, for I certain y
believe in the eguality of races,"

EE?EELEAEL_EEIEExﬁﬁﬂﬂnniiltﬂn1§= "I assure you that I am entirely
"in sympathy with what you hope to accomplish,"

ﬂihﬂ_ﬂg_ﬂiixiﬂ;_l¥gf= "I can assure you that this matter will
receive my care attention.n :

lverton, New Jersev: "I can assure you that I am now
and always have been strongly in faver of the passage of

such bill or anﬁ other that would effectually deal with
this matter. There is no justification, in my opinion, for
lynchings, and I will be glad to cooperate in any way

that is within my power to pass appropriate leglslation to
deal adequately and effectively with the same.®

William H, Wilson, Penngvlvanja: "I am already on record in
favor of anti-lynching legislation, and I stressed it during
my campaign.”

v Z : "I assure you that I shall be glad
to cooperate in the passing of any such leglslation whlech
may come before the next Congress.m

Frapk H, Lee, Missouri: "™ou may be assured that I am un-
alterably opposed to any enmities which might give rise
to such atroeious occurrences. . . I want to assure you that
I will be ever ready to assist."

EEHI&~E4IEEEE$EEEHn.QEﬂHﬂELiiuj;{From his secretary) "I know
([ntroduced  you will be interested to know that the Congressman Eaa
H.R. 6545) always condemned lynching and in the early days of the last

sesslon introduced a bill in Congraess calling for federal

action to punish the crime of lynching. If anything, he

i1s more vigorously opposed to lynching today than he was

at the time he introduced th;l.f bill."

I;L;?Hilltﬁgnﬁalijanu:;: "I assure you if this matter comes
' before the House for consideration it will receive my

undivided attention.™

(continued)
L



House of Hlpragﬂntnti?ﬂa - B

' Lﬂﬂ*ﬂ_&ﬂﬂl%ﬁt_lnﬂiluit "I am heartily and enthusiastiéﬁlly
(Introduced in favor of this legislation and am doing all T can to |
H.R. 28£8) promote it,"

ﬂ;ﬁ;_%gxg:,ﬂﬁgg;gj: "I am heartlily in accord with legislation
(Introduced iz end. . . You may count upon my support

H.R. 2023) both in and out of the committee for = sane and prictical
measure to stop this practice.”

(Introduced WW: "You may be assured
H.R. 5810) when 8 legislation comes before the House for con-
aidaratioanlt will receive my whole-hearted support.”

IA_§E£EI,£ﬂﬂiIa_IllIﬂE%ﬂ= "T wewdd-assure you I would be
glad to support any bill that has to do with the prevention
of lynching in any form."

: "I will be glad to:support any
anti-lynching bill in the House of Representatives.”

e
1 : "It will be a real pleasure
for me to support the Senator Costigan Bill or any
other bill of like character that is designed to oppose,
obstruct or penalize mob violence and lynchinga™

]ﬂIILE‘ELJilﬂgﬂﬁﬁaIIllifﬁéﬁ: "Please be assured that I
_ shall give this legislation my earnest consideration
when it comes before the next session of Congress."

Everett M, Dirksen, Illipnols: "If an anti-lynching bill is
brought before the House for consideration, I expect to
support such legislation.®

Mmmmzdﬁmu "I am in hearty accord with the
work of the Natio Association for the Advancement of

Colored People. I am sure, too, that the Administration
as well as the members of both ﬁousas of Congress will
vigorously support a Federal AntisLynching Bill when 1t
comes before the next session of Congress."

: "I will support such a bill
designed to provide federal actlon in the cases of
: mob violence."

o] : "I have always been opposed to

mob violence and I assure you of my support in the
legislatiun during the next session of Congress that

will tend to curb that menace, and to organlize law enforcement
throughout the country. I take very much the same position
as our President who has publicly denounced lynching
tendencies which so suddenly spread over ocur country
during the past month."

(continued)
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: ]g;EEn E. Sweeney, %Eig: "when Senator Costigan's bill to
(én;roggggg ?nrﬂcnmﬂin‘t: Ia:halaﬁfiansa is pregentgd to the House
«Re nsideration e only too glad
your suggestions.n” " SR TR

L and: "I am in sym
: pathy with your vi
:gandifasga ;uti i h; agﬁi;%rnching bill whizh I unﬁzﬁ-
e introduc 15 session shall
most sedous consideration.™ S b

i "If the Senate measure t
you refer comes to the House for action, or thege*?:ch
other legislation presented on the subject, you may be
sure of my very careful consideration."

G dg: "I have the greatest confid
iﬂcﬁhfnzgfnnﬁjgdg?ent of Senator Costigan, and :?ii gﬁca
ned to favor any measur f
ho mir tobr e s ¥ e o Ithe character which

B ter, Ohlo: "I am not familiar with S
gﬁffiggg':dﬂiltihut Euu mai be sure that I :hall ;Eiznit
slderation when I have had
et it € had a chance to study 1its

: William E, Hegs, Ohjo: "I am not familiar with th
(Introduced of the bill but the general subject matter meat: 3?22115

H.HK. 68684) my approval, and I assure
you that this legisl
have my very careful consideration." s

(Introduced jﬂﬂﬂj&ﬁhﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂ M t "Yo
i ur views and s t
H.R. 6865) appreciated and wi be given every cnnsidzgggfuiugg =28
connection with the bill . ., at the time this measure is
brought before the house."

Harold Eﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂ- {1np§:§§§= "I will gladly support a federal
22§i£%;nﬁeiﬁﬁa g;i 1Su logftas we permit lynchings in this
n con
o Loaaine o ion to criticise or reprove

MM&%.Mgmﬁiﬂﬂ "If any measure of this
nature comes before the House for action, you may be

assured 1t will have my most careful attention." L

%lﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂﬂ.EEBDHRL_HLEEEHII= "You may be certain that I shall
e glad to cooperate at every opportunity in. every

legitimate measure for the maintenance of law and order.”

e Wood : "I have aléays been opposed to
mob rule as it is an instrument of barbarism. . . and you
may be assured that it will be my piwrpose to render my
every influence and cooperation to the enactment of a law
making lynching a Federal crime and giving Federal courts
Jurisdiction over the same,"

Ealnt
.
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- _E5Eg115;'g‘_§1gng‘_111115131 "This matter shall certalnly
. ave my careful consideration when it is presented to the

House."

HL§E’§§i§’9%§"IE5¥‘“§= "will be glad to support anti-
ynching leglslation."” :
Ezj%ﬂﬁiﬂk_ﬂl_Ljhlhﬁﬂhi ngssured the New-rk, N.J. Brench
] - 1s hearty cooperation and support of the bill."
ghﬂgigj_zlﬂzgug;‘_gﬁigh #] can be depended upon to support
' any lLegislation which is progressive and humane."

1 : "This matter will receive my careful
attention.” : '
E : "T wish to be placed on record
as being opposed to lynching and I shall support any and
all anti-lynching measures which may come before the
Conzress.n

J. Will Tavlor, Tepnessee: "I shall be glad to support any
egislation directed at the eradication of the crime

of lynching, as I have done in the past.”

Theodore Christianson, Minnesota: "I -shall, of course, support
(Introauced the Costigan-wagner anti-lynching bill in the coming
H.h. 5841) - session of Congress. Lynching 1s one of the blots upon the
national 1ife, and I shall do my best to see that it is
eliminated." '

£ﬂE%E_Et_ﬂlﬁlhﬂlﬂﬂ¢_ﬂlﬁﬁg%zi= "I pelieve that the mob

of citizens who willfully, maliciously and unlawfully

destroy property or human life should be, first,
punished by the state where the offense is committed,
and if for any reason that state is unable or un-
willing to act, then, if 1t is constitutionally
possible, the Federal Government should have the
right to act."

(Introduced wmj%m: "I am going to do everything
- H.H. 5597]) in my power to foster this bill and enlist the ald of
my friends to push this measure through the House.™
Alfred F, Befter, lew York: "I am strongly opposed, as
a rule, to the Federal Goverrnment injecting itself
into local affairs, but when there is no other way
to protect socigty from foul and unspeakable crimes,
I am in favor of the Federal Government taking hold."

{continued)
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(Introduced

H.H. 8018)

"

: "I do not know the provisions
of the bill in guestion, hence am unable to state my
stand in reference to the same. ., . however, I might
say that I am unalterably opposed to the practice of
lynching, believing it to be un-American and without

{justice. I shall favor any mezsure which aims to

prohibit the samé provided it has no objecticnable
features."

Ihggﬂ;_ﬂlﬁf#lgﬁiﬁﬂif;gnﬂ%n: "I may say that 'I am in favor
of anti-lynching leglislation and when such a bill is

brought before the House I will give it most careful
attention."

F
G, C i "This measure will have my hearty
cua eration and su purt and I sincerely hope that it
wil be enacted 1n 0 law at the earliest possible
moment, "

C : "I am not familiar with the
Costigan-Wagner Bill and never able to make a decided
statement about a bill until I know what it is, and
hear 1t discussed in Congress. In general, I do not
favor taking over by the federal government of respon-
sibilities and duties which should be assumed by the states."

W&nﬂsﬂrﬂmm: "Should the 74th Congress
bring 'In an snti-lynching bill, I shall be very glaﬁ to

support 1t."

gghﬂ_13?§x4_ﬁg]_ng§: "L am in favor in general of an
anti-lynching bill. I am not much familiar with the

Costigan-hagner B11ll."

t "I have always deplored
lynching and shall be glad to help in any legislation
which I believe would banish this relic of ancient days."

Japes M. Fitzpatrick, New ;gEE= "Please be advised that I
am agalnst lynching and believe 1t should be stopped,

and therefore, you can be assured that I shall vote for
legislation of this nature.”

: "I have heretofore supnorted
anti-lynching bills and voted for the Dyer Bill. My
views on this subject have not changed."

{continued)
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w= "I wish to assure you that I
(Introduced am heartily in accord with the srinciples of the

d.h. & Costigan-wagner an 1-1ynch1ng bill, and shall work and
vote for its passage."

ggn_Jla_ggxlgn‘_ﬂgﬂ_xg;h: "I will be very glsd to support
the Costigan-Wwagner anti-lynching bill or zny measure
of a similar character 1f introduced in the 74th Congress."
L, H o t: "My attitude now is Just
the same as 1t always has been. I am against lynching
end believe the suthorities should do all in their
power to prevent it,. I shall heartily supnort any
bill which has that zs its objlect.”

H an, Ohjo: "I feel that enactment of the

ostigan-Wagner Bill will tend to displsce lynch law

by constitutional law. During the hearings on the

bill in guestion, it was held by some that its enact-
ment would not be constitutional, but I believe the
able brief submittea to the cnmmittee by Mr. Charles H.
Tuttle, a New York attorney, effectively disposes of
that argument agalnst the leglslation.”

ﬂumuﬁ_wiu_m: "I presume it (Costigan-

VWagner Bil wi follow the lines of the old- Dyer
anti-lynching bill. . . &nd upon which I made & speech
in its support.”

ey, Indiana: "I am shocked and horrified by
lynching, no matter whether the victim be white or colored
and am resdy to join sincerecly in every rational &nd
lawful effort to meke an end of mob violunce as & means
of recuittal when crime has been committed.”

James FP. Mopgaghon, HQBEEE.M "Law ana order we must have.
They cen only be mainteined in the interest of all by

the stesdy peaceful course of courts and reasonable
abjudication of wrong."

Clifford E. Hope, Kansas:."I have alvays supported
legislation of this type and intend to give my hearty
support to this or any simllar measure in the next
session of Congress."

f:;g_gi_ﬁjlghgigt, Iowa: "I favor the ides of an anti-
lynehing bill."

(Iintrocuced ngeg_jg;jggggnl_ggnngg;xggig: MI favar the: passage of the
H.R. BOE5) Costigan-Wagner anti-lynching bill."

(introduced Ejiﬂﬂighﬂiﬁgﬂnﬂﬁ;_ﬂﬂiﬂl T will work and vate for the

H.h. 5848) enactment of an adequate anti-lyreching bill."

(eontinued)
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L;I?_Hﬂzﬁhitl;.ﬂhiﬂl "You msy count on me and my support
of any snti-lyneching bill presented to the Coneress."

Hoy O, ﬁﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁiﬁ;.!lshiiﬂﬂ= "Wlecse be =dvised that I shall
vote for this measure if and when it comesz before the
House of Representatives."

Fred H, H;lggh:Enﬁi, Sguth Lakota: "Is one hundred per cent
Introuuced for all legislation concerning the Negro.,

d.K. 6198)
"The North and South Dakots delegations in Conpress sre for
the Costigan-vwagner Billv, F Sioux Fslls, 5.0,
I. Bacharach, New Jergey:: Stated he is In favor of the
Costigan-wagner B111." (Hew Jersey) _

Intruauced Jesse gg_hglggjj‘hgiggiggug -"I have always been heartily in
H.h. 6154) favor of zction by Congress to prevent lyrching and want
to help the cause in every possible way." (Port Huron)

J. Twing Brooks, Pepnsylvapis: "I shall lend wmy support to

secure favorable consideration of this legislation and do
everything I can to ald In bringing it out on the floor
of the House for early asction." (Sewickley)

John M. Q'Connell, rhode Islgpd: "When such legislation comes
upon the floor of the House for action, you msy be very
sure that I will give the bill my support." (Providence]

J,.h. Hoeopel, gﬂljig;§1a= "I sm hcartily in fevor of the
Cuatiian-%agner Bill and consider 1t just and needed

legislation." (Monrovia)

mmsaﬁlu,_cﬂumm; "Should the Costigan-wagner
Bill pass the Senaté and reach the House, I assure you I

shall not only vote, but urge its ensctment into law."
(Venice)

T ———



April 11, 1835

Following are expressions from Senators in communicatidns re the
Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill:

M::f:].ﬂgﬂﬂﬂf.._ﬂif_hr_m= "I am strongly in favor of
anti-lynching legislation, and I hope that the Senate

will be able to reach this subject early in the session.”

ﬁlgﬁﬂngn_gﬂ:hgngl_y;!4153111: (Letter to Mrs. A.P. Kear,
ecretary, rFaterson Interracial Commission): "I assure
you that I shall continue to Bupport this legislation to
the utmost. I was strongly in favor of the Costigan-hagner
measure. I was very deeply disappointed when the last
Congress adjourned without at least taking a vote on this im-
portant matter., I am hopeful of success st the nest session."

B : "When this measure 1s taken up
by Congress for action, I shall give it my most earnest
and careful consideration.”

é:;%nx_ggnnf;‘_ggnggfz "I shall give my very best support to
the anti-lynching leglslation to be introduced in the
Congress which meets in January,"

J, Daw P ¥ i; "As I see it now I am for the
Costigan-Wagner Bill."

F i "I will gladly support any

movement that will put an end to these atroeities. While
I have not had an opportunity to study fully the Costigan-
Wagner Bill, it seems to offer a way to alid in suppressing
lynchings."

D i "I always have been in favor
of an anti-lynchipng bill and will support such legislation
in the United States Senate. There 1s no plece for lynching
in a civilized country.” o

W w H (g: "Please be assured the bills
you state are to be introduced will recelve my earnest
consideration.”

dogeph C, O'Mahoney, Wyoming: "The proposed legislation will
recelve my most earnest consideration. I have always be-
lieved that sll people should be guaranteed the right of
fair trial in our courts.”

i "wish to assure you that when this

bill is presented and comes before the Congress, 1t shall
have my favorable support.”

1ﬁmgf_f‘_ﬁggg;_1ﬁ§hgi "You may be assured that this matter
will have my most careful considerztion."

(continued)
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M_&chmmmﬁn._ﬁaw= "This will have my serious
consideration at the coming session of Congressg,."

h : "You may be very sure of my
complete interest in your anti-lynch eglslation,”

m,fh_';gniﬂﬂﬁ.&rlmﬂngi "Hill continue to do everything .
that 1 can on behslf of Federal enti-lynching legislation.®
V. I ts: "Bhould any such proposals

be introduced when this session 1is convened, I shall be
glad to give it my sympathetic consideration.”

N J ey: "I. shall be glad to do my part in
securing the passage of this bill."

(From the 73rd Congress)

A Magsechusetts: "You may be sure of my
interest in this matter...shall be pleased to give the
same careful study and serious consideration,™

Llmer Thopag, Oklahomg: "In the event the measure is intro-
duced, I shall be glad to Elve same my careful consideration,t

Thopas P. Gore, Uklahome: "I have not yet seen & copy of
the bill and have not been ndvised of its provisions but
I shall be glad to check up an it &nd give 1t careful
consideration,™
very
ry Fl v i "I am glad to ha@gﬂyour

views and assure you that they will have full considere-
tion when this legislation comes before the Senate, "

Colorado: "I have given but little attention
to this measure up to the present time, but shell be
-] Very glad to give it careful considerztion when it reaches
the floor, end shsll keep your wishes in mind,"

J f0: "I would vote for one (anti=-lynching
bill) if convinced that circumstances demanded such a
measure."..."You may be sure thet legislation on this

subject will receive my sympathetic and careful considera-
tion."

i "The President in his Message re:zd
before Egﬁgrssa dwelt on this very subject e=nd cslled
upon the people of this country to put forth thelr best

.effort as a mass and ass a Govermment to end lynechings, I

subseribe to this principle.” *

(continued)
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anti-lynching %aﬂ."
i "I am in favorn of the bill

which you have mentioned and shall be glnd to support
it."

"Will warmly support federsl

"I am in favor of the
Costigan-Wagner BE111l."

- R, Hobinson, Indiana: "I assure you I shall give
the matters referred to my best attention and considera-
tion."

=

Wmmmm "I am in sympathy with
he views expressed in your telegram." (Hartford Braneh)

i nsin: wWrote L. Collins, Madison,
Wisconsin, that he favored the bill but thought it
unconstitutional,

Henry F, Ashurst, Arizopg: "I am in favor of the Costigan-
Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill and I shall support and vote
for the same. It is unconstitutional mnd outragepusly
wrong to lynch or to deprive any person in the United
States of life without a fair tr in accordence with
the laws of the country."

W: "If the Costigan-Wagner Anti-
Lynching BEill comes to a vote, it is my expectation to
vote favorable thereto.”

: "wWhen the bill comes forth
I shall be most pleased to read it, and as my record
is well known on the subject my vote will be determined
wholly by the provisions and obligations of the

measure."

Bennett Champ Clark, Migsouri: "I am heartily in favor of
the proposed Anti-Lynching Bill."

Gerald P, Nye, North Dakotg: "I am delighted to tell you

that I shall give the bill my most earnest support and
I shall gladly cooperate in every way possible to
expedite considerztion for it."

: "This legislation is receiving
my careful considerztion. . . I expect:ths bill to be
reported out. I alsc expect to support it."

WMWR: "I intend to vote for the
ostigan-Wagner -Lynching Bill."

Ihomas D, ESchall, Minnesotg: "Shall do my best."

(continued)
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) @ sl : "Lynehing has been a blot
upon our national record. You may rest assured that
I shall dosll I can to assist in passing the anti-
lynching bill." 3

xiguﬂgnﬁhgjﬁ_ghiﬂ: "] know precious little about the

Costigan-#agner anti-lynching bill but expect to

inform myseif when I assume my duties. Naturally,
I am agsinst lynching anywhere or any time."

mg_m._m;;mnﬁ_u.._mlmm "I was in favor of
this measure when it was before Congress at the

last session.™

1 0. Bastipgs, Delaware: "I am not certain that I
know what the provisions of the Costigan-Wagner anti-
lynching bill sre but certainly I should be in favor
of anything that would aid in any way in suppressing
the horrible crime of lynching.™

Elpert D, Thomas, Utah: "I shall support the Costigan-~
Wagner anti-lynching bill.™

ﬂ5xxgg_ﬂ;_%uﬁjiﬂ;_ﬂﬂzmﬂﬂi& "You may be sure that I will

give it (Costigan-Wagner Bill) sympathetic and

interested consideration.”

lﬁmgiJauuﬁguh_ﬂigniggn; "I am, of course, earnestly

"~ against lynching but I am unsble to commit myself to
any specific bill until it has been fully debated on
the floor of the Senate."
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I did not get in touch with you again before returaing
to New York last night because I did not want to trouble you

Hom, Ira W, Jayne

o cd too much.

Willtam Allen Whita .

Lilleg b Romander I want you and the President, however, to see the en-

Mo e & Wb plosed poll of the Senate on the anti—lynch%n bill, as of

Ractal Davia Ba'bois  yESterday, April 19th. This is based upon E? written com-

mkﬂm-f_m mitments to the N.A.A.C.P. or cooperating organizations,

b wim 1o Ios™ () personal statements to supporters of the bill, or (c)

Jumee ligaiat o Statements made to Senators Costigan, Wagner, LaFollette,

Mary Whits: Ovin et al. We have purposely made it conservative. Of those on

Ariber B, Soiagare whom we have no report, to date, it 1s possible that Senators

Charies T, “Bradia Brown, Burke, Carey, Dieterich, Gary, Maloney, Pittman and

e e Radcliffe may vote for the bill. BMuch pressure has been

Dr. Lous T wrignt ©  DFOUght to bear on Senator McAdoo of Califormia but we do not

op, othawpion, Mem.  KNOW what his attitude 1is. -
Philadelphia

e - Unfortunately, Senator Davis 4s 111 at Battle Creek and

ﬁnwﬂxz'&mnr is not even raﬂaiving telegrams, according to his secretary.

Sharting A Brown I am trying to ascertailn whether he arranged for pairing be-

Tolada, Obis
Jomsa B Hesllp

e s

Wilmbspion, Del
Louls L, Redding

WW:CTF

a,

W

fore leaving.

I don't want to have you feel that I am imposing upon
you but I wish you would discuss with the President the possai-
bility of his sending a message to the Congress. It may be
that this would be the only way in which the filibuster, which
will be led, we understand, by Senators Bilbo, Smith, Long and
McKellar, can be overcome.

I am returning to Washington Sunday night to remain
throughout the fight. I can always be reached through Dean
Charles H. Houston, Howard University Law School, 420 Fifth
Street, N. W., telephone Metropolitan 18607.

. Ever since ’
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt e

- The White House
Wa ton’ ! el 1 Bﬂcratﬂr &

(See next puge

{
How do your Senators and Con ressmen stand o the Condbegra b agner ey ne 'rlmf I E
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Mrs. Roosevelt.

i‘j‘

P.8. - Benator McNary has pledged his unqualified support
and both he and Semator Hastings have stated that
We can safely count on all the Republicans voting
for the bil].-

W,



SENATE POLL (April 19, 1935) ON COSTIGAN-WAGNER BILL

'V

Fevorable:

(?)

(7¥

(?)

(?)

Henry F. Ashurst, Arizona
Warren R, Austin, Vermont

W. Warren Barbour, Wew Jersey
Homer T. Bone, Washington
Williem E. Borah, Idaho

Robert J. Bulklsy, Ohlo
Willlem J. Bulow, South Dakota
Arthur Capper, Kansas

Bennett Champ Clark, Missourl
Hoyal S. Copeland, WNew York
Edward P. Costligan, Colorado
James Couzens, Michigan
Bronson Cutting, New Mexieco
James J. Davis, Pennsylwvania

L. J. Dickinson, Iowa

Viec Donahey, Ohio

F. Ryan Duffy, Wlsconsin

Lynn J, Frezier, North Dekota
Ernest W, Glbson, Vermont
Joseph F. Guffey, Femnsylvania
Frederick Hale, Malns

Daniel 0. Hastings, Delawara
Carl A. Hatch, New Mexieo

Rush D. Holt, West Virginia
Hiram W. Johnson, Californis -
Robert M. LaFollette, Wlisconsin
J. Hamilton Lewls, Illinois
Augustine Lonergan, Connectlcut
Pat MecCarran, Hevada

Gaorge McGill, Kansas

Charles L, McNary, Oregon
Jesse H. Metcalf, Fhode Island
Sherman Minton, indianu

A, Harry Moore, New Jerasey
Louls Murphy, Iowa

James E, Murray, Montena
Matthew M. Neely, West Virginia
George W. Norrlas, Nebraska
Gerald P, Nye, North Dakota
Thomas D, Schall, Minnesota
Lewis B, Schwellenbach, Washington
Henrlk Shipstead, Minnesots
Frederieck Stelwer, Oregon
Elbert Thomas, Utaeh

John.G. Townsend, Jr., Delawara
Harry S. Truman, Missouri :
Arthur H. Vandenburg, Michigan
Frederick Van Nuys, indiana

RN T N R T



3enate Poll - #§2 : '

Favorable - Cont'd,:

Burton X, Wheeler, Huﬁtana
(?) Wallace H, White, Jr., Maine

Not Committed But Probably Favorable:

Alva B, Adams, Colorado
Joseph C, 0'Mahoney, Wyoming
James P. Pope, Idaho

Not Committed:

Alban W. Barkley, Kentucky

Marcus A, Coolldge, Massachuasetts
Thomas P. Gore, Oklahoma

Henry W. Keyes, New Hempshire
Pater Norbsck, South Dakota
Elmer Thomas, Oklahoma

No Report:

. Pred H. Brown, New Hempshire
Zdward R. Burke, Nebrasks
Hobert D. Carey, Wyoming
William H. Dieterich, Illinois
Peter G. Gerry, Rhode Island
#illiam Gibbas McAdoo, Californis
Fruneis T. Maloney, Connecticut
Key Pittman, Nevada
George L, Radeliffe, Maryland

Doubtful;:

Hattle W. Carraway, Arkansas

Carl Hayden, Arizona

William H, King, Uteh

M, M, Logan, Kentucky

Hobert H. Reynolds, North Carcline
Joseph T, Robinson, Arksnsag
Millard E. Tydings, Maryland

Opposed:

Nethan L. Bachman, Tennessee
Josiah W. Balley, North Carolina
John -H, Bankhead, Alabams
Theodors G. Bllbo, Mississippi
Hugo L. Black, Alabama

Harry Flood Byrd, Virginia
James F, rnes, South Carolins
Tom Comnally, Texss



3enate Poll - #3

Opposed - Cont'd.:

Duncan U, Fletecher, Florida:
Weltsr F, George, Georgla
carter 'Glass, Virginla
Pat Harrison, Mississippl
Huey P, Long, Loulslana

+ Kenneth McKellar, Tennessea
John H, Overton, Loulsiana
Richard B, Russell Jr,., Georgla

- Morris Sheppard, Texas

®llison D, Smitda, South Carolina
Park Trammell, Florida



TELEGRAM

o The White House R )
o s Bmslsghon - DT 0
b1LWU MO 197 NL 8a.m, Aasiuuy \J i\

Columbia, 5.Car. April 28, 1925 \

o

Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt:

The negro citizens of South Carolina are anxious to see the
Costigan Wagner bill pending today become a law. We deplore the
attitude of our senior senator who appears to believe lynoching

a neocessity preventive for criminal assault. Of the thousands
lynched since eighteen elghty twe, less than one person in saven
was even acoused of sald offense., We are pleading with those whose
wisdom and experience enable them to see the evil of lynch law

and mass murder in spite of the apparent insignificance of the
alleged eriminael. Numerous instances on reocord not only prove that
atate laws do not see that every man is given a ochance to receive
Justice before the law by process of a fair and impartisl trial but
also that many innocent men have been brutelly murdered under mob
rule. This matter lies close to the hearts of enlightened Christien
Americans, We beg that you continuously call it to the mttentien
of your illustrious husband, letting him know of our profound
interest and of our belief thet he will use his unprecedented and

unlimited power and influence in an effprt to obtain pessage of

this bill.

. 8tate Negro Citizens Committes, \R. W. Mance,

Chairmen ,

§

Mrs. Andrew W, Simkins, Seoretary.
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Durham,N.C., 4pril 29, 1935,
Mre. Franklin D. Roosevelt:

Representing the genersl sentiment of tha negro race and
many of the whites in the southland I am appealing to the Presi-
dent through you to use every influence in seeing that the
Costigan-Wagner anti-lynohing bill is passed. After careful
deliberation we have conoluded that the passage of such a bill
is the only solution to this diabolioal erime of lynching. The
very fine impression you made on the negroes of North Carolina
prompts me to make this request of you,

C. C. Spaulding.

Ij[ ?,1 Ty _\.‘ ] L/.f_ i g a.‘.l;,__\__



7 Muy 8, 1935

Dodr Lr. Wnlte:
I am so gorry ubout tho bill.

(if ecouran, &ll or us are golig ou
#lg ting and tie aaly thlug wo czn
do is tc hoso thit se will hi-ve
petter luck next tilce.

Very sincerely youTs,

L}

dr. Walter White
&9 Fifth Avenue
New York

N.X.
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£
May 9, 1935 O O
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Thank you for your letter of May 8.

Buccess of the filibuster and of Senator Robinson's
repeated motlions to adjourn and thus displace the Costigan-
Wagner Bill as the pending business of the Senate has been a
bltter disappointment to those persons who have worked so
faithfully for the bill,

I hand you enclosed self-exﬁlanatéry eony of =y
letter to the President in which I offer my resignation as a
member of the Virgin Islands Advisory Council. I regretted
the necessity of doing this but under the circumstances
could not see any other course to follow. \

We are determined not to let ourselves becomegdis-
couraged but to work with even greater effort to securs
passage of the bill at this session/of the Congress.

[
A

i

—=5Secretary .
Mrs. Eleanor Rooszevelt ]
The White House
Washington, D. C.

P.8. - Eince receiving your letter the
WW/RR enclosed letter, which you will note is
mimeographed and is probably being widely
distributed, was received from Senator
Dickinson. This will show you, especially
In its first paragraph, the use to which
2 abandonment of the bill is being put.
May 1 heve this back when you and the
President shall have seen it, if you wish
to show it to him? - WW

How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill? F
ENDORSED BY THE MHA MATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVEN
- TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONFRRENGE — 1. TOUS e peowvom
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HATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
&9 FEth Avenue = New York

May 6, 1935.

My dear Mr. President:

I wish to submit herewith my resignation as a mem-
ber of the Advisory Council for the Govérnment of the Virgln

Islands,. 1

ST
As you know, I am deeply interasted in the sxperi-
ment now being oconducted in the Virgin I:%zdl, and my resig-
nation is in nowlise due to matter dealifig with the Islands,.
In order to make this oleax, it 38/ necessary for me to state

the reason for my ranlgmt&ln\:/’/

I am not unaware of aefforts which yeu have made
in private conference in senators to seoure a vote
an ar Anti-Lynching Bill. I
t+ that the Demooratic lsader of
the Senate, the Hon,| Joseph!T. Hobinson, would never of his
own volition have oonsideraticon of the motion to
consider the bill an et he did do soc solely beocause of

your nrrortlh 3 _
\ 'Ithu nﬁ% hand, it is a matter of great disap-

|

pointment t yo Preeident did not see your way olear to
make a publie pre ement by meana of a mosaage to the Sen-
ate or otherwise, giving your open endorsement to the anti-
lynching bill and your condemnation of the shameless filibuaster
led by a wilful group of obetructionists who, under the anti-
quated rules of the Senate ware able to thwart the desires of
three times thelr number of semators to vote for the bill and
of meny millions of Americanas, North and South, and of all
races and oreeds who ineisted upon passage of a bill to esnd

lynohing.

It ia my belief that the utterly shemeless filibuster .
oould not bave withstood the pressure of publie opinion had
you spoken out against it. The Southern press itself took the
lead in oomdemning the orasa and unethical means taken by the
filibuaters to kill the measure.

I feel, therefore, that in justioe to the cause I
serve I ocannot continue to remain even a small part of your
official family. I regret the necessity of taking this aotion,
but I do not see that I can follow any other ccurse with honmor



Hon, Franklin D, Roosavelt - 2

%o the cause I serve and to myself,

Respectfully,

Signed: WALTER WE[?E

Seoretary.

Hon. Franklin D, Roosevelt > 'x/“ e
The White House

™
Hlti.nghn, D. C. ”._.-_—_--,_\I. \\\v
i .“,I)
| |

[
=3 II‘\..\\_ - "ll;l
e Sl e

o



LOE TO JRIEY, LADIET
Y WTLLIAK

Llesnar Mnuﬂ.ull--- Frazeis Tarklesl === Harths Ije-ul lipw
pow, pow lndirs, comg Lo erderl

. These of us whe Fouinh, bled, dicd asd ceme sway, In buhsl! of women's
Plght toge tojecllege, to snter polities, becomc eabinet "azbera, snd even
to sasume tha rola of sne (ficlel Foouli Aseletent Fresldosin of Lhe Unblied’
ataten, ¢id Aot axpect yeu Lo bring plac-tes msnmere loto the University of
Ccallfernie, Into khe g overmcant déparsssnte sl Sashinglon, nsd van Inta ihe
Tilte Houmal

sosthody lavited Frasces to mude n speegh st the Untverelty of Call=

formle, without comsultln Fartba, whe stese Lo ocsupy eame poeltion of
suthority or Infleenze a3t t'0% Gnivessity, and whe evidently foee not Taney
Frandes, Thersfore Parthe rkased fisht and dld what the rouhnecks eall

. B Sgpub® 4s Franeis, By refories o welooms that procedent=soashing Lndy to

" the llpp'uh dharsugon bsdage Preslcont, the fomale hand of the offlcial
famliy, of which Frances in & cobere riopr forwerd Lo put Hertha Gn her
plEze mnd £ mve Lhe Face of Fracees, by explalaing Lo necepepebmen Lhat
after all e=all fry Lige Partha, who La only & college offlclal, cweot

< reslly epub & great pirsens v Llke Frances, wha Le & gweracat offlclal
that althe Frances mlght be orpcesd of ever sitecked, mbi SEnnot Eo “enul
by ths Linaw of Mariha] that 5% souke or suet Bs Lln & positlon 1o Teel
supsrier Lo ike sssbbed, which pysitlon med privilege, megarding te the pen=
tifiestions of Elsansr, Mmcthe doee not wnfoy. Mol geeelee soubblog, 1t
pinzr, lovelves & sort oFf Llgeteln rulativily theesj.

Hav this lasimoetiom by Llerner, soncermlsg the poeslble inferlorlty
of the roulel porition of Marthe to thet of Frances, -vaa perfectly &lmed
and guned Lo Soke Vartha flyiicys =ad, ureat Martha droppid the diplomatic
finepass sn ipcuando usunlly segpleyed by 71 elos ladles and shed Flght
Eick ovar tbo gprese wirer from yne Pociflc Coost a blt of ploin and demdly
gnglinh, == z8illng Eleanor "precumpioous®; "rol worth answorlag® (Esrtha
was glvieg therefore mn mnswer), "heodilne seaker,™ and 3thir murdn, == con-
Gludlng ths Earrage Witk o ancby shof, sotesbat LlEs thle: "Aed wiy Lo the
Bullelujan did we ever eleoel Dleanor Presldeat of ‘thess United Stpter Ln the
Firmt plicell®

of eourss, this farst-efese Tesale Fuse In gulte ®wlihln wemin'a rihte,
== but tadim, lsdbes, Ladies} oowe to order, plimse, Lot your resaris
sheald akeck pogh gantle; modest w=¢ feblrlsg mysbers of the =ale specles; !
ag Hugk John=on, Huey Lerg, ard Fatber @eughline %gon it =3y o ercerasry
th re-vef ranchiog the scr ef 4% Unbied ®ater In-order to Bring m reflning
ard softeelng masculine leflessos Llnte our polltlers, T6 Ls clear that the
strong somen who are runnlap thess Llestltutlons are Lo need of the gentle
teuch af kugbind acd male Felataveas and friends,

Not go rough, ladicsl

A AICA, WFED (UR CAT

E 0¥ WARE FISHRR
(FOR AN.P.)

We lowve thie countey's Pree yet Plaged soll

fo Fartlllead with Blood of mervitede

Dpawr lres our backe 28 we wra Fert In tell

Cruabad from cor Limks by hasds ro willely crude,

Yot whis =0 baerd the orucl ery of war

We did npot haallage 18 bocd It call,

But walllea forth Ln allen flalde afar

Thut peace mod fracdon mlpht andure far nil.

But while leur Blood wam belng skhed shrond,

At home oar brotherfs! nechm were Peln strstehed
i Aérgam n Ligb whlile Christlans cheared and roored

To sue thalr kate Ln devth wo grimly sartohed,

A otlgms on thle motios's slghty naze -

Aserlea, 7ou ouet rimovi thie shneel
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SEMATE #OLL ( APRIL 25, 1928) ON COSTICAM #'G¥:R-BILL-

Eavorgble:

Ava D, Adams Doss mot favor bill but "does not dare
vote ngainnt it,

hl-"r r; m‘p l.rllm.

Warrea R, lustin, Termong

¥, Warrea Barbour, New Jarsey

Homer T, Bone, ¥nshington

Mlliza E, Borah, Idahe

Robert J, Bulklay, Ohlo,

William J, Bulow, South Dakota

Edwerd R, Burks, Nebraska

Fobert D, Carery, Wyoming

Arthur Capper, Kansas

Bennett Champ Clerk, Misscuri

Hoyal 8, Copeland, En Tork

Marcous A, Ogolidge, Mass,

Edwrd P, Costigan, Colarado

James Cousens, Michigan

Bronson Cutting, New Maxiece

James,J, Dmvis, Pennoylvania = I1l st Battle Creek Sanitarium

In ppired for
L, 4, Mckinson, Iowx
Vio Donahay, Ohis
F, Fyan Duffy, hisconsin
Lyan J. Frazier, North Dakota
Erns t W. Oibson, Vermont
Jossph Fe Guffey, Peansylvania
Frederick Hals, Mains
Danisl O, Hantimga, Delaws:e
Carl A, Hatch, New Mexioo ..
(Rush D, H.uli, Weat Virginia) - Vote »11l not count
Hiram W, Johnsen hlll"nrﬂ.l
Henry W, Keyeu,
Rebert M, La m:mt-, liumh
Auguatine Lensrgan, Connseticut
Pat MeCarran, Nevada @
George mui, Eansas -
Charles L, Mollary, Oregom
Jeasse H, Mekalf, Rhods Inland



Jamss K, Muarray, dontena

Matthaw M, Nealy, "est Virginia
Peter Norbesek = Il11, is belng peired for,
Oecrge W, Morris, Hgbrasks

Jossph C. 0'Mahoney, Wyoming
.mu Pl m- '“r“ Dakota

James P, Pops, Idaho

Thomas D, Schall, Minnsusots

Lewia B, Sghwellssbach, Washington
Henrik Shipsteand, Minnssots
Frederick Steiwer, Oregon

Elbart D, Thomas, Utah

Jehm G, Townsend, Jt'l' Delaware
Harry 5. Trumah, Misscuri

Arthwr H. Vandenberg, Michigan
FPrederick Van Huys, Indianas
Bobert F. Wagner, New York

David I, Walsh, Messachusstts
Burton E. Whaeler, Moatsns
Wallucs .. m“. Jl'... Maine

Not Commlyted:

Alben ¥, Barklay, Kentusky
Elmer Thomas, Oklahoms

Mo Rigvertyy

Frod H, Brown, Nev Hamoshi-e

William H, Disterich, Illimocis

Peter G. Oerry, hhode Island - out of town, sec'y doss not know
whon he will return - not wired 4-£3

Filliam Gibbs Maddoo, Californie - 111, will be back - 4=-24

Franols T. Malonsy, Conmectiout - T11 at homs - not palrsd - 4=0%

Key Pittman, Nevads

George L, fadcliffe, Maryland - Probably "mo® om onut, grounds,

4

Boubtfule
Hatdde W, Carrawpy, Arksnsas - May be out when vote ls takem
Carl Arisons -

m- Otph

Roberd R, #y North Caroline = will be out of town



pubtful (continmed)s

Millayd K, Tydinge, Maryland
J. Hesdlton Lewis, Illinols

Qepesedt

hl.'h.n L- hﬂhl gl
Jorlah W, Balley, Morth Carolina
Jobm H, Bankhead, Alabama
h D.. ulh' n'd‘..iwl
ml’rhn:h: I".‘kr Alabune
Byrd, Virginia
Jeses F, Byrnes, Bouth Carolins
Tom O il
uncan U, Flatoher, Floride
¥olter 7, Gecrgs, Georgis = Will be amy all wesk
T ﬁl-lp.' '11'"
Pat Harrison, Mississippd
mas P, OQore, Oklshoms
Pat Herrison, Misaisedp;i
ey h Iﬂ. Louialans
Ksoneth m; Tennscces
Im T, Hoblasen
Mor I“' B. n'llul-u' Jre, -
I-_'m ’l Texsn Georg
D, Bmd Bonth Caroline
Park T .
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Oawsln Gamaisom ViLLARD

TRLASURER
Many WHITE OVINGTON

o { CHaxLES H, HousTon
A SFECIAL COUNSEL

Baltimars -~
Carl Merphy =
Eomton :

Joseph Prinos Loud
Prot Sasiey 0, Hodaon

Chariasion, W. Ve
™ © ohinee My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:
fome Al b :
ion. Tarey E. Dave
mm-.i"“ I am sure you will be interested in seeing
h—mz‘* the enclosed copy of editorial on the filibuster, from
Willlam Alle White the May 4th Ehattanooga _gg_s_ which 1s edited by the
i famous author, Dr. George Fort Milton.

T .
ﬁ?""““‘l In a letter from Dr. Milton he says:

Rer, Fol=e

Dr. Wik — "I certainly feel that Southern Senators do no
Hos. | A— service to thelr section by filibusters of this
&-#W character. Of course I am by no means con-
Ber. A Claries Bo vinced that the Costigan-Wagner bill in the form
H_ Bty in which I saw 1t would have actually worked in

Toner practice. but 1 am becoming pretty thoroughly

Wiigm Bugieh Waliae convinced that the Southern States have neglected

" Northampion, Mass. their opportunity to take ®tate zction, that some
Dr. Wil Sun Woeliows action is absolutely necessary and inasmuch as the
tsndore Marta Btates have declined to take 1t, a Federal action
oo e is altogether defensible.!
Buariing
iy

Charles Bward Ever sincerely,
NATIONAL LEGAL |
DOMMITTEE
Tt

Chisags Secretary.

T. O, Nutter . //' oy
H. . Fredarick Hrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt

Morrs L S The White House
E@- Washington, L. C.

.o |
= )
; B, e
Lo R Wh:CTF : {

How do your Sensiors and Congressmen sland on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill? ‘l

ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, HEW YORK
TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CDNFERENCE 5T. LOUIS, MO, June 25 - 30, IHS
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saitorial from The Chattancoga News, Chattenooze, Tenn., Set., May 4, 1935 '
| "4 Southern Volce

"On 4pril £6 the Commission on Interracial Coope:stion helé its annual
meeting in atlenta. This is a “outhern orgsnizetion, which for almost
twenty yesrs has been strivines to bring sbout Letter relationships between
whites and Hegroes throughout the Lixile States. 4monz its members cre Aum
bered some of the finest citizens of the entire Southlsnd. HNot only its
membership but its record of action has demonstrited that it hes en eye
singzle to the real benefits of this section.

"On that very day there was a filibuster in the Senate of the United
States. OSouthern Senators' were seeking to talk to death the Costizan-
mwagner anti-lynching bill. These “outhern Senators had the best of inten-
tions, but we pelleve they were out of touch with the changing feelinz of
the Bouth, for they were willing to jeopardize all other lezislation to
prevent the anti-lynching measure from coming to 2 vote.

"4t any event , while this filibuster by Southern Senators was going on,
the Commission on Interracial Cooperation :dopted without & single dissent-
ingz vote a statement ceserving full cuotation:

- "Hitherto the Commission on Interrsecisl Cooperztion has teken no
position relative to Federal antl-lynching legislation. e were
egreed that the primary responsiollity for the prevention cnd punish-
ment of' lynching rested upon 8tate officials &nd courts, cnd that, in
the last analysis, public opinion was largely the determining factor.
Consezuently, the Commission from its inception has vorked continu-
ously along these lines, seeking anti-lynching legislation in a num- -
ber of States, urging vigorous preventive measures when lynchings
were threatened, asking effective court sctlon cgainst the members
of mobs, &nd at the same time séeking through all possible avenues of
publicity and education to build up 2 public opinion that would no
longer tolerate crimes of this charseter.

"Lynching records of the last fifteen years indicate progress
along the line of prevention. Ofticers venerslly are more vigilant
than formerly in the protection of prisoners, thercby reducing the
lynching toll. Lszantime intelligent public opinion is practiecally
unsnimous in condemnation of mob violence.

"Wn the contrary, with rare exceptions, attempts at prosecution
in lynching cases continue to be futile. In nearly every ccse the
community hysterla which gives rise to a lynching makes impossible
any effective court sction against the perpetrutors of the crime.
Lonsequently, in not one case in ten is an effective effort mede
by the authoritlies to icentify and prosecute the members of lynching
mobs. w&ven in the rare cases in which such efforts have been made,
indictments huve seldom been obtailned, and convictions have usually
proved impossible.

“Lisapgainted by this record of impotence on the part of State and
local officlals, the commission hes reluctantly been forced to the
conclusion that 1little 1s to be expected from this source, at least



in the immediate future, and that an appeal to the Federzl courts
in such cases is justified ana demgnded by the conuitions.

"The commission favors, therefore, the enactment of reaersl
legislation to this end, in the hope that Federal agents ‘and courts
would be in better position to act fearlessly and effectively in

" the prosecution of participants in the crime of lynching.

"We believe that this stetement better represents the feeling and
attitude of the intelligent leadership of the Houth today than gues the
fllibuster oy certain touthern Senstors. There was o time when it could
properly be said that here wus & matter that the State should be Ziven a
chance to attend to themselves. This was sald forty yours zgo, and.the
States did have their choice. But, &s the statement of the Lommission on
Interrccial Looperation has pointed out, while today 'intelligent public
opinion 1is practically unanimous in condemnation of mob violence,' never-
theless, '"With rere exceptions attempts st proseéution in l{nching cases
continue to be futile. . . In not one case in ten is the elfort ever made
by the authorities to identify and prosecute the wembers of lynching mobs.!

"Sotwithstanding the tremendous increase in the vitality of community
cisapproval of lynching, loecal machinery hss been dolng nothing sbout it
@t all, It 1s a heinous crime, a blot upon any ordered society. It is
én offense not only against the mob's victim; he may be cullty of the
crime alleged and merely explating in this awful and illegal fashion a -
crime for which he would in due course pay the legal penalty. The real
affront 1s to take steps toward corrzction, but have done practically
nothing about it, there remains but one agent Lo execute the needed
function, the Federal “overnment. Under the circumstznces, it seems to
us no service to the “outh to prevent the pessage of a law which might
increase the security of life for all in this sectioni. The Commission on

Interracial Looperation has voiced real Southern feeling better than have
the filibusterers.”
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
89 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE; ALgonaUin 4 38351
i

| Official Organ: The Crisis
May 23, 1935

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WALTER WHITE BECRETART
Roy WiLking
ABSEETANT SECHETARY
WiLLIAN PICKENS
FIELD SECRETARY
Dajsy E LawPEin
REQIONAL FIELD SECRETARY
CHAnLES H. Houstos
BPICIAL COUMBEL

L5

We have today sent the Enclose§ letter

to members of the Senate, guoting an editorial

from the Des Moines (Iowa) Register of May 4. *

Ever sincerely,

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW/ER

-_yqééégéittary R- . }r Vr;

-

How do your Senators and Congressmen sland on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lyaching Bill?

DORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 213 FOURTH AVENUE, N

TORE

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE — ST, LOUIS, MO, June 25130, 1935



HATIOHAL OFFICERS

PREBIGENT
J. L. SPIHGARN

CHAFEAN OF THI BDARD
DA, Louis T, WRISHT

WICE-FHESIDENTE
Hown. ARTHUR CAFFIR
BigHOF Jous A, GR
Hev, Jons HATHES HOLMER
JAMLE WELDDN JOEMSON
ARTHUR E SPINGAR
OswalD GARRISON, YiLLanmD

TREABUNER
MART WHITE OVINSTON

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Baitimoras
Carl Murphy
Eloatom
Josaph FPrinse
Cambridgs, Mos
Frof, Mankey 0. Hudson
W. Vi
T. G. Mutter

’]

wna

Gutu::ﬁ:w
Clevaland

Hon, Harry E. Davia
ratredt

Hoe, Ira W. Juyne

Hos, Frank Morghy
Kua.

EN
TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONFHRIN

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

B89 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
TELEFHONE | ALSGONGUIN 4 355]

Official Organ: The Crisis

EXECUTIVE COFFICERS

WaLTER WaiTE BECAETARY

Ao WiLkiss
AFSISTANT GECRETART
WiILLIAM PIcEEnS
FIELD SECHETANY
Dalny E. LaMpFin
BDSIOMAL FIELD SECRETARY

CHanLes H, HousTon
BPICIAL COUKSEL

May 32, 1935

To the Members of the Unifed States Scnate:

Ve Invite your attentlion to the editorial quoted

herewith from the Des Moines (Iowa) Registor of May 4, 1935:

"Irony, Politice and The Negro."

"Parliamentery procedure dictated that the
moet convenient way for thowe -southarn senators
cpposed to the CostiganWagner anti-lynching bill
to defeat that measure was to put through a motion .
to adjourn the sescion of the oecnate which wae
considering it.

"After a filibuster which,; for a change,
leaned upon the sanctity of the federal constitution
more heavily than upon that of southern womanhood
and which decriod invasion of states' righto more
than invasion of southern white homese, the lynch-law
supporters werc successful in voting adjournment,
which killed coneideration of the bill.

"The next stop was to call the sonate agailn
into ,seseion immediately to take up the Harripon
poldiers' bonmus bill. :

"But the penatc muct open with prayer., 8o John
Garner of Texas, vice president of thc Unitod States,
scurried through the corridors of the capitel to
find a clergyman. Finally the Hev. Zebarney Fhillips,
chaplain of the sonate, was located,

"In an addroos at Albany, N. Y, during the
last presidential campaign, one of the candidaten
opoke of the deoperate uan&ition of the pocially

How do your Senators and Congresamen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?

THE HATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, HEW YORK
CE — ST, LOUIS, MO., June 25- 30, 1935
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underprivileged.

"To those unfortunate citizens aid must be
extendod by the govemment; not ac a matter of
charity but as a matter of secial duty,* ho said,
"Where tho otate iteclf is unable successfully to™
Tulfill this obligation which 1lies upon it, it be-
comes the positive duty of the federal govermmont
to step in to help, | .

"The silence of thig same gpeaker boomed from
the ‘White House during debate on the Costigan-
Wagner bill, opponents of which phrieked againet
federal asoumption of stateo' reoponsibilities,

- "Hhen the next mob danceg in_the light of flames
about a gtake in the gouth, that dgg]g@ﬂtigg of high
duty and intent will be g ghgg}l; wigp of Empke,
dxizting off tgi;;d the gﬂgvaggt

Evur.sinaruly,
I E&PJitﬂIn.fiﬂifllx

Secretary



May o7, 1935

My deur lr., fMitet

' Krz, Hloocsovelt usks wme to

aeknowledge your lettar of lay “lst
and to tell you she is very sorry
it will not be possible for ner to
accept the invitution to speuk in
Et. uis on June 30th,

Very sincerely yours,

deeretary to
Hrs. Roosovelt

Hr., Walter Whice
69 PMifth Avonue
et York

Re¥a
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Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Thank you very much indeed for letting me
see the memorandum Miss Perkins sent you on the
Civilian Conservation Camps.

I am very much interested also in the
memorandum from the President this morning attached
to Senator Dickinson's multigraphed letter.

We have had an avalanche of editorlials on
the filibuster against the Costigan-Wagner B11l. I
am having the more important of these pasted in a
- serapbook. If you would care to see it, I should be
glad to send it to you. *

For the reasons set forth both in his
official and his personal letter to you of yesterday,
I very much hope that you will be able to acgept
Mr. Roy Wilkins' invitation to you to speak at the
I'wenty-sixth Annual Conference of; the NiA.A.C.P. at
8t. Louls on June 30. It will me a very great deal
to have you with us.

Cord ally,

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt e
Ihe White House
- Washington, D. C.

Wi/RR
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THE WHITE HOUSE g
WASHINGTOMN
|
| . - Hﬁ}' 23, 19351
" MEMORANDUM FOR {

MRS, SCHEIDER

The President seys he
doee not think lrs. Roosevelt ghould go
but if Oecar Chapman could go it would :

be a good ldea.

-
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lirs. Eleanor ldosevelt ?{rt ﬂ

hite Touse J 4 %
Washington, D. C. e &t
1N N b AR

Ky deur I'rs. Hoosevelth \

. I want to add a personal word to the official
invitation extended to you, end to say what had better be
left unsaid in our official letter.

There 1s great restlessness, doubt, and even
sorie hostility among the colored people because of some things
which the Administration has, or has not, done. I think it
1s extremely important that at this Conference, which comes
just prior to the election year, that the Administration have
2 good will spokesman at our Conference. .

- There is hardly a phase of the New Deal pro-
firam whieh has not brought some hardship end disillusionment
to colored people. The k4 benefited them little, if at all;
from the TTA they secured a very small smount of employment;
from the Aal the black tenants and sharecroppers have thus
far received little consideration; the FERA has benefited
then some, but there has been a great deal of discrimination
in its administration. Ilfow that the new Tive billion dollar
work relief program is announced, colored people are viewing
their prespects with greater and greater cynicism.

- It has not helped any of these matters that
the anti-lynching bill, despite all the support it had, was
not able-<to get a hearing and = vote in the Senate,

2 It is my feeling that it would be good strategy
from the idministration's stendpoint, and good Americanism
from the standpoint of the welfare of sll our preople, for scome
emlssary to give a sincere word of reassurance to the soliored
population through their oldest eivil rights assccietion.] '/e
hope that you will consent to be ‘that embassador.

Tery since

RT/Ip
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Roy WiLxiks

1
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Official Ongan: The Crisis Daisy E. LAwPEin

BEGIONAL FIELD SECRETARY

CHaRLES H. HousToM
SPECIAL COUNSERL

May 20, 19356

-

Mrs. Zleanor lloosevelt p
Whi te House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

In 5t. Louls, llissouri June 25 - 30 will convene the
26th Annual Conference of the liational Association for the
Advancement of Colored VPeople. It is s particulerly signifi-
cant gonference because it will be meeting in the midst of
the greatest crisis ever faced by the twelve million colored
American citizens. Because the l.a.a.C.P. 15 the oldest
organized body concerned with the citizenship problems of -
the Negro, this Conference has come to be regarded as the
most important gathering of colored people of the year, al-
though not the largest. PFor this reason, speakers at the
Conference may consider that they are addressing the colored
populaticn of the country.

It is because of the significance of this Conference
that we extend you a wost cordial invitation to .adéress it on
Sunday afterncon, June 30, the closing session. MLr. hite
very uuch hoped %o be sbls to talk to you personselly upon this
invitation during his recent stay in .ashington, sndi he re-
grets that the pressure of other afl'airs upon your program
prevented that cont'erence. Iie wishes me to say thet he joins

-with all colored people in the hope that you may find it pos-

sible to speak on June 30 in 3t. louls.

I need not say to you how greatly concerned the
g¢olored people of the nation are uwith the ecrisis through
which our country is passing. I am sure I do not need to
point out their great anxiety over the application to their
particular situation of the general remedies which the Presi-
dent is sponsoring. There are a thousend questions end equal=-
ly as many misgivings in their minds, and no message would be
better recelved than one from you.

]
WWe know how busy you are and how crowded is your
schedule, and we know something of the factors whiech you must

fHow ffa j‘ﬂllr Senuators n'.{d' Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?

DORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU. 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

TWEHTY-SIKTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE - ST, LOUIS MUY, June 25- 30, 1935
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1'rs, .Eleanor loosevelt = 2

bear in mind in acecepting engaenents, but we wish to.
assure you that no appesarance of yours could be nore |
stabilizing and reassuring to an apprehensive section
of the population than yours at st. Louls next month.

Our propgraw is being formulated ang we will
apprediate hearing frou you at your convenience.

Very sincer yours,

s

asglstant Secretary.

R/ 1D



Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

%
June 3, 1935

Mrs. Roosevelt unable to maaf:ény_wilkinu. Will be eway June 5.

MAIVINA T. SCIEIDER

Secretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt.
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The MWhite House ¥
27 WU M 29 107pm MWashington 1 \‘I

New York, June 3, 1935.

TELEGRAM

Mrs., Eleanor Roosevelt:

Our Mister Roy Wilkins will be in Washington Wednesday,
June fifth. Can you grant him few minutes to discuss 'l.lr:l.‘l'.allll_j,lr
important association matter with you.

Walter White,
89 I'ifth Avenus.



June 3, 1935

Dear H:r? Whites

A f ol The Presideat will see
e ira. dts report and I will try
b 3 s but I do uot ex cct to
be here very uuch during the next
throe months, so cannot make any
defind tepproaises.

Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
New York

8 0
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\
May 27 ’ 1935
Personal:

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Mr. Nathan R. Margold, Solicltor of the Department
of the Interlor, 1s in the Virgin Islands or on his way back,
as you doubtless know.

1t has occurred to me that, knowing Mr. Margold's
independence of Judgment and opinion, he would perhaps have
gathered on his vlsit to the Islands information which might
be of value to y¥ou and the President.

I, therefore, take the liberty of offering the
suggestion that it might be a good idea for you to talk with
him when he returmns to Washington.

Mr. Margold was for several years connected with
us doing the most exhaustive study of the legal background
of the Hegro's disabllities that I know of. During the
intimate assoclatlion with him that I had as a result of
this study I learned to know that he accepts no opinion
because of its source but arrives at his own opinion on the
baslis of facts. It is for this reason that I think he will
probably bring back from the Virgin Islands information
which may be helpful.

We first came to know of Mrl) Margold when we
sought the advice of Professor Felix Hrankfurter as to the
best person to do the job which Mr. Mdrgold did for us.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
IThe White House
Washington, D. C.

WW/RR - Yyl f'
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Copy

INITED STATES SENATE
Washington, D. 0.

July 12, 1938,

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Weshington, D. O.

My dear Mr, President:

It is with a sense of pride in his accomplishmenta
as a life-long resident of the State of New York that I pre-
sent to you the neme of Mr. Nathan R. Margold for eonsidera-
tion to £111 the vacancy in the Court of Appapls of the
Distrioct of Columbia created by the death of Justige Hitz.

r, Margold has won enviable distinction in almost
every field of endeavor open to the lawyer., His brilliance
88 & legal scholar led to a teaching position at the Harvard
Law School. His record first as an Assistant United States
Attorney for the Southern Distriet of NHew York, and later
in private practice, caused his serviess to be dexanded as
ccunsel in some of the most important cases arising in recent
yeara —— cases involving not only extremely intricate problems
of legal analysis and aynthasis, but also large queations of
publie poliey and sociml judgment. Notable among these was
the five-cent fare case against the Interboroc Rapid Transit
Compeny, in which Mr. Margold served as spscial counssl to
the Hew York Transit Commission and later to the City of
New York. In every instance where the public called upon
Mr, Margold, the publis was the gainar,

In addition, Mr. Margold has generously and son-
elstently devoted his talents to proteoting and advencing
the walfare of various minority groups. He has scted as
counsel to the Pueblo Indian tribes and to the National
dspooimtion for the Advancement of Colored Peopls,



it

Page 2.4
Hon. Freanklin D Roosavelt

| Sinoe Mareh 1933, Mr. Margold has been the Solioitor
of the Department of the Interior, and served during a large
portion of this time as Chalrman of both the Petroleum Ad-
ministrative Board and the Labor Foliocy Board for the Petrolewm
Industry. His work in Washington has not coly received the
unalloyed praise of all those connected with the Department;
tut in sddition it has won general laudaticn throughout the
government service.

Having gained through shear merit an hopored name
as student and teacher of the law, as prosscuting attormay,
as practicing lawysr and cansultant, and as federal offiesr
in & highly responsible post, Mr. Margold ia now embitious
to round out his earesr in judieiml service. My personal
kmowledge of the man, combined with what I have heard from
mAny sources, oonvincs me that he ie eminently qualified to
£111 the high position %o which he now aspires with a dignity,
an snergy, and an ability worthy of the traditions of our __
sourta.

Vary sinceraly yours,

{8igned) Robert F. Wagner



i

Senator Boyel 5. Copeland haa writtenm a
letter of endorsement and recoomsndation but a eopy

therecf iz not availabls for inclusion here.—
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Seventy-Fourth Congress
Williem I. Sirovieh, H.Y., Chairman,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES U.S5.
Comnittes on Patenta
Washington, D. Q.

July 12, 1935,

My dear Mr, Presidant:

I wholaheartedly resommend the appointment of Hon., Mathan R.
Margold, the Solieitor of the Depariment of the Interior, to succesd
the late Mr, Justies Hitz on the Court of Appeals of the Distriet of
Columbia.

I have known Mr, Margold, who is cne of my comstituents, for
sevaral years. From personal observetion of his work befora and
ainge hia appointment as Solieitor, I have had an extensive opportun-
ity to form a relieble judgment soncerning his character, temperament,
and ability. In addition, numerous senators, representatives, and
others who have come in contaot with him have praised him to me in
the highest terms.

Only the other day, I was discussing Margold with my old class-
mate Felix Frankfurter. He haa known Margold as one of his students
and later as his eclleague at the Harvard Law Sghool, and has closely
followed his career. Professor Frankfurter told me that Margold ia
one of the most brillisnt men who ever came out of the Harvard Law
Sohool, that he has ons of the best legal minds in the eountry, and
that he would make a judge of outstanding distinotion.

I em ocompletely in meeord with Professor Frankfurter's opinion.
Senator Wegner is sndorsing Margold's candidacy, and, Iif necsssary,
I oould cbtain the endorsemesnta of 3enator Copeland and of a large
ma jority of the Hew York delegation. In addition, Senator King,
Chairman of the Senate Distriet of Columbis Committee, has stated
that Margold's appointment to the Court of Appeals of the Distriet
would be entirely agresabls to him.

By reason of temperament, training and ability, Margold is
admirably fitted for judieial office., I singersly and strcogly
urge his appointment. I am sure that if appointed, he will bring
great oredit to you and to the Administration.

Respaetfully yours,
(Sgd.] Willfam L Sirovish.
The President

The White House.

EEEEEE——



Copy

UNITED STATES SENATE
Washington, D, C.
. July 16, 1935,

-Dear Mr, President:

Word has just reached me that Mr. Nathan H, Margold,
Soligitor of the Department of the Interior, is baing cone
sidered for possible appointment to the Court of Appeals of
the Distriet of Columbia, as & successor to Juatiee Hitz.

Adlthough Mr, Margold is not a Coloradoan, his mcceptable
serviees in the Department of the Interior and his all=-round
talents appeal to me as justifying an endorsement of him by
lieatern men. He is known to me &s a sgholarly and devoted
public offieial, with exceptional gqualifications for a place
on the Bench. He combines an sctive mind, a 1iberal ocutlook,
and training and charascter whiech impress ms as qualifying him
bayond most available men for judielal serviee in this highly
important jurisdietion.

Faithfully yours,

(sgd.) Ddward P. Costigan

T™a President
The White House
Washington, D. C.



Copy ' i

UNITED STATES SENATE

Committee on Appropriations

Washington, D. O.
July 17, 1935.

My dsar Mr. President:

I am edvised that Senator Robert F.
Wegner and others have suggested to you the appoint-
ment to the vacaney now existing in the Court af
Appasls of the Distriet of Columbia, of Mr, Xathan
Re Margold now Solicitor for the Department of the
Interior.

‘Although I have known Mr. Margold only
singe ha was appointed to his pressnt position, his
record in that cepacity has bean such that I am
happy to join with Semator Wagnar in recomuending
him #o your cmsidaration. He is a man of unusual
ability and I feal that he is in every way qualified
for the position for which he is being urged.

Sinoerely yours,
(3gd.) Joseph C. O'Mahoney

Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt

The White House.
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UNITED STATES SEMATE

WASHINGTON, D Cs

July 16, 1935

o

R\_,f"ﬂia President of tha United 3tates
Tha White House
Washington, D. Cs

Uy dear Mr, Presidant:

I em informed that Honoreble Hathan B, Margoeld,
the present Solisitor of the Interior Department,
is & candidate for appointment as Justios of the
Distrist of Columbia Court of Appeals.

I am satisfied that Mr. Margold is eminently well
qualified for this position and it gives me great
pleasurs to recommend him to your favorsble con-
sideration.

Thanking you for such considsration as you may find
it possible to give Mr. Margold in this conmeotionm,
I am

Sineerely yours,

(sgd.) Carl i, Hatch.



UNITED STATES SENATE
Washington

July 17, 1935,

Hon., Franklin D. Roosevalt,
President of the United States,
White House,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I have repceived the intelligence that Hon., Nathan
Hs Margold¥s name will be presented to you for cansider-
ation to f£ill the vacenoy in the Court of Appeals of the
Distriot of Columbia- ereated by the death of Mr. Justice
Hitz.

I feel confident that Solicitor Margold would meet
the requirements not only of the Court of Appeals of the
Distriot of Columbia, but of any sourt in the country. I
only desire to call your attention to his legal efforts
as gounsal for the Pusblo Indian Tribes in my State. .He
did noble work for the Pueblo Indiens and his cooperation
was very helpful to the members of Congress who were try-
ing to settle this long pending problem between settlers
and Indians in New Mexioo.

You may consider this letter as an approval of his
high aspiration and I fesl odnfident that you will give
his application serious consideration.

a Very eingeraly,

(Sgd.) Dennis Chavez,
New Mexioo.



Senator Homer T. Bone has written a letter endorsing

Mr. Margold, but no copy has yet been obtained.



UNITED STATES SENATE

Committes on
lgr;uultu:- and Foreatry

July 18, 1935,

Honorable Franklin D, Roosevelt
The President
The White Houass

Dear Mr, President:

It has come to my attention that Mr, Nathan .
Margold, Solieitor for the Department of the Interior, is
being considered for appointment to the Distriect Court of
dppeals for the District of Columbia, to succeed Juatioe
Hitz.

Although Mr. Margold is not from my atate, I am
pleased to join his many other supporters by adding my
endorssment. During Mr, Margold's term as Soliecitor of
the Department of the Interior, he has established an -
enviable record as an astute lawyer, a liberal minded
government official, and a man of unguestionsd integrity.

I am sure that if permitted to serve on the
District Court of Appeals, Mr. Margold would be a distinet
eredit to the bar.

Respectfully submitted,

(Sgd.) J. P« Pope



Senator Burton K. Wheeler, although unwilling

to depart from his precedent of not giving written endorse-
mants to non-residents of Montena, has muthorized the atate-
ment he will upon request or inquiry orally endorss the
candidacy of Mr. Nathen H. Margold and recommend his appoint-
ment to the Court of Appeals of the Dietriect of Columbis.



Senator William H. King has authorized the
statemant that the appointment of Mr, Nathan R. Margold
to sugoead Mr. Justice Hitz on the Court of Appeals in
the Distriet of Columbia would be perfesctly agreeabls to
him, While unwilling, because of his official position
ae Chairman of the District of Columbia Committes in the
Senate, to make an affirmative written endorsement, Sen-
ator KEing will if requested affirm that in his judgment

Mr, Margold is fully qualified for this positiocn.
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CONGRESS (F THE UNITED STATES
House of Repreasentativea
Washington, D. C.

July 15, 1935.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
Tha White House
Washington, D. O.

Dear Mr. President:

I am teking the liberty of heartily jJoining with many
friends of Mr. Mathan R. Margold in recommending his name
to you for consideration in conneetion with the appointment
to the U. 3. Court of Appeals of the Distriet of Columbia.

While I have only known Mr, Margold sinoe he has coou-
pied the position of Solisitor in the Department of the
Interior, nevertheless, I know of his distinguished record
and brillisnt legal mind and capabllitles. In the position
I have had for several years of Chairman of the Interior
Department Subsommittee of the Appropriations Committes I
have been in position to learn and know of his splendid
work in that important position.

There is & candor, a frankness and an intelleatual
honeaty about him that I genuinsly admire, I feal that
he has really a judicial mind end is eminently fitted by
education, legal qualifications, real ability and tempera-
ment to render a great service to the Distriot of Columbia
and be an honor to the bar and to yourself in appointing
him,

Truating you may honor him with this position, I remain

Very respestfully yours,

(8igned) Edward T. Taylor

ETT:WGO
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- John J. Dempasy

New Mexieco

July 15th, 1935

My dear Mr, President:

I desire to regommand for your scmsideration
Mr, Hathan Rs Margold for eppointment to
fi11 the vacamcy in the Court of Appeals,
Distriect of Columbia, whioh has ogourred be-
cause of the death of the Hon, Williem Hitz,

As you know Mr, Margold has been for a
little more then two Years Solicitor of the
Department of the Interior, in whiesh oapa~-
city he has demonstrated his unusual legel
ability and other qualities which 1 fasl
make him fitted to 111 this vacancy with
honor and distinotion.

Enowing that if you should appoint him it
would be only after veary carsful consider-
ation of his education and axperience I

do not believe it is hecessary for me to

g0 into detail in those respecta. I have,
bowever, inguired ms to his Qualifioations
and unhesitatingly sndorse him for the posi-
tion.

Very respectfully,
John J. Dempsey

Hon. Franklin D, Boosavelt
The White Houss,

G J -{\



"HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, D, C.

July 20, 1935,

Hon. Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House, '
Washington, D, C,.

My dear Mr, President:

I desire to join the host of other sponsors who are regom-
mending the appointment of Nathan R. Margold, Solicitor for the
Department of Interior, to £ill the vacancy existing in the
Associate Justiceship with the United States Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia,

1 do not suppose it is necessary for me to reiterate the
details of his splendid background, in educatfon, training and
experience, as most of that is a matter of public record.

, Suffiee to state, his professional, public and private
career to date prove him a man of umusual talents, unt{ring
industry, exceptional devotion to his duty and loyalty to the
cause of justice,.

His appointment, I am confident, would meet with universal
approval emong those who are interested in keeping the peraonnel
of the Bench on a high plane.

With kindliest personal regards, I am

Faithfully yours,
[E.gd.} Henry E. Stubbas,

Member of Congressa.
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M. A, Zioncheck

lst Dist. Washington

CONGRESS (F THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

{

July 15, 1935

The President
The White House

Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr, Presidesnt:

To the many already submitted I wish to add oy
resammendation of Honorable Mathan R. Margold,
Solicitor of the Department of the Interior,
to £111 the vacency in the Court of Appeals of
the Distriet of Columbia, crested by the death
of Mr, Justice Hitz.

It is, I believe, entirely unnsgessary for me

to detail Mr, Margold's high qualifications for
this position, for they have alresdy besn brought
to your attention by many who are perhaps bettar
agquainted with him than I. 2

I wish to state, however, that I have the very
highest regard for Mr, Margold's charsotar and
ability and atrongly urge his appointment, which
I feel certain would reflsot great credit on
your Administration,

Respeetfully yours,

{&dvl M., A, Zioncheck



J

Law Offices
MULLEN & SHEA
Tower Building

'mmﬂﬂ » D. Qe

July 18, 1835,

Dear Mr. Presidasnt,

. I am sdvised that the name of Nathan R. Margold,
presant Solleitor of the Department of the Interior, has bean
prasented to you for appointment to tha United States Court of
Appeals for the Distriet of Columbia, to £ill the vacancy caused
by the death of the late Justios William Hitz.

Soma time ago I becams acquainted with Mr., Margold
in hie official capacity in the Department of the Interior.
Thersafter I had ocoaesion to examine certain of the legal opinions
be has given and to know something ebout his administration of
that important offiece. L

Both his kmowledge of tha law and the fairmess of
his point of view impressed ma. These impressions have beesn
supplemented by information given me by people who have known
Mr. Margold for many years. They have advised me that he has
basn an honest, cutstanding lawyer and, in addition, has ocapably
discharged many important duties of a publie or quasi-publie
character.

In recommending Mr, Margold as a Justdoe in the Court
of dppeals I have in mind the fact that he has remaining many
yearas of usaful sarvige. I am sure that he will add to the
dignity apd traditions of this Court.

Respeatfully,
(Sgd.) ARTHUR F. MULLEN
Arthur F. Mullen

Tha Pﬂlidﬂ?ﬁ
thite Houss

Washington, D. C.



copPY

July 22, 18935,

Hon. Franklin D. Rocsevelt,
The White House,
Washington, Dy C.

Dear Mr. President:

Permit me to indorse the suggestion that Hathan
He Margold, now solicitor of the Department of the
Interior, be appointed to take the place on the Court
of Appeals for the District, vacated by the death of
Justice Hitz.

Mr, Margold's qualifications as a lawyer are
abundantly supported by his career and will no doubt
be presented by those of his profession; but I am
moved to this indorsement by my belief that in his
charaster, experience and vision of publie life lies
the final assurance of his fitness for this high placa
in our judiciary.

Very respectfully,

(Sgd.) John L. Lewis

The above is a carbon copy of a letter written this
day by Mr. John L. Lawis, President of the United
Mine Workers of America, to the President of thas
United States,

i |



July 12, 1935

The Honorable

The Attornasy Gensral
Department of Justioce
w‘mmm, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Harold M. Stephens

Sir;

Nathan Margold, Eaq, would be a aplendid choice
for the vaeaney now existing in the Court of Appeals for the Dis-
triot of Columbia,

My contact with Mr. Margold goes back to the
days when he was a student of mine st the Harvard Iaw Sghool,
and later a colleague of mine on the faculty. His gifts of intel-
lect and charaster, his elarity of thought and expression, wers
manifest then. His interesting subsequent carser has borne cut
bis earlier promiss. It is quite umususl to find a lawyar thirty-
8ix years old with such a seasoned apd veried professional ex-
porience, the details of which are no doubt befora you, In all
the jobs he has done — whather as law teacher, as Asaiatant
United States Attorney for the Southern Distriat of New York, as
an attorney in private practice, retained often as spacial eoun-
sel in cases of large publie intersst, as Soclicitor of the Dapart-
mant of Interior, with added administrative duties as Chaimman of
the Peiroleum Administrative Board and Chairman of the Petroleum
Labor Poliey Board — he has displayed a sure teschnipgal skill aom-
bined with a broad progressive outlock, With his experience and
temparament, his high comnseption of publig sarvice, his gentlemanly
courteous bearing, Mr. Margold has every equipment for a place on
tha bench. .

Respectfully yours,

Calvert Magruder, Genmaral Counsel
Bational Labor Relations Board,



COFY INITED STATES SENATE
Boaton Office, Bubgommittes of the
(ne State Strest Committes on Education and Labeor

To investigate the relationship betwean
amployees and contractors on publie works.

July 15, :
19365, i

Honofable Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White Houase,
E‘.u.hl.na‘ton. D Cs

My dear Mr, Prasident:

Bathan H. Margold, Solicitor for the Department of the Interior, is,

I understand, & candidate for the vaganey in the Court of Appeals of

the Distriet of Columbia existing by reason of the unfortunate damise
of Justice Hitz.

I have known Mr. Margold for several yoars and, as & prastieing
attorney, have had psrhaps a rather unusual opportunity of obaerving
* bis work as Assistant United States Attorney, also in conneotion with
“his various retainers of a public character wherein he appsared aa
spooial eounsel, and, more recently, in the several positions of
importenee and distinetion he has held in the Department of the Interior.

48 a ponsoquencs of this familiarity with his legal and public career
and my kmowledge of his splendid educational bagk-ground, his scholarly
aptitudes, his preeminent sucecess in the private practice of tha law,
and the unqualifiedly high charaster of the serviee he has rendered in
publie positions to which he hes been called, 1t is with genuine
enthusiasm that I recommend Air, Margold to your favorable consideration
for the pressnt vacancy on the bench of the Distriet Court of Appeals.

It is my desp-rooted convietion that his dignified bearing, broad
sgholarship, mature judgment, ripe experience and outstanding ability
would somstitute an adormment to that distinguished bench which would
in turn refleset the greatest ersdit upon the wisdom of the appointing
powar. J

With kindeat personal regards,
Sinceraly yours,

(Signed) Philip J. FPhilbin
SPECIAL COUNSEL. +



.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 19, 1935,

Dear Mr, Presidsnt:

For more than two years I have had the pleasurs of
kmowing Mr, Nathan R, Margold, Solisitor, Department of
the Interior, personally and offieimlly. His learning,
good judgment and mental integrity have won for him the
raspect and sonfidence of the entire Departmsnt. He has
an exosptionally keen analytical legal mind and untiring
application. He entertains liberael views and a clsar
understanding of the vital egonomis and sceiaml problems
now prasaing for solution.

I sineerely believe that his appointment to the
plaece on the United States Court of Appeals for the
Distriet, made vacant by the death of Tustice Hitz, would
add prestige to the eourt. He has all the gqualifications
whioh ers nepassary for a sugeesaful judicial carsar, My
ponfidence in Mr, Margold's integrity, ability and up=
rightnesa is such that I commend him without ressrvation
for your favorable gonsideration.

Faithfully and respesctfully yours,
’ IMij T. As Walters

First Asalstant Secretary.

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. Cs”
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GFFICE OF
ASGISTANT SECRITARY

UNITED STATES

Loy DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTOM
July 16, 1935,

My dear Mr. President:

It is with pleasure that I reccomend the appointment of
Mr., Hathan R. Margold to f£ill the vacanoy on the Coburt of Appeals
of the Distrioct of Columbia caused by the death of hh-.c.mniu-
Hitz,

Although I have been aoguainted with Mr. Margold personally
only sinoe he has besn Sclieitor for the Department of the Inter—
lor, I have known of his achievements in the law for several yoara,
As student, prosecuting attorney, teacher and private practitioner
of law, his regord invarisbly has been one of supreme exoellencs.
0f squal importencs, Mr. Margold's record shows that since complet-
ing his law gourse at Harvard, he has nobly carried the banner of
the progresaive oause with regard only for the public welfare and
without any thought of personal aggrandizement.

Uy cbaarvation of Mr. Margold's conduct as Sclicitor for this
Department has led ma to have a gonstantly inmereasing respesct for
him as a man and as & lawysr. I have found him to be a man of
unusual ability, charaster, courage, loyalty end understanding. He
possesses to an extraordinary degree the rare attributes and quali-
ties whioh go toward making a judge of cutetanding distinction.

His servige as Solicitor for the Department of the Interior, as
Chairman of the Petroleum Administrative Board and as Chairman of

the Labor Polioy Board also has given him a wide knowledge of the
funotions of the executive branch of the Government whioch would bie

of great essistangs to him as & mamber of the judielsry, partioularly
in the Distriet of Columbia where so many of the cases directly con-
gorn the Federal Government.

It ia my well considered opinion that the mppointment of Mr.
Margold to the Court of Appsals would bring oredit to you, to the
Administration and to the federal judiciary.

Reapesotfully yours,
(3gd.) Oscar L. Chapman
Aspistant Seoretary.
Tha Fresident

The White Housa,
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Copy
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON
July 16, 1935,
The Honorable

The Attorney General.

My dear Mr. Attorney General: :

Because I am sure that the public intereat would bes well served
by his appointment to a Federal judgeship, I highly recommend the
appointment of Hon. Mathan H. Margold, the 3oliecitor of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, to suoceed the late Mr, Justics Hitz on the
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia.

Mr, Margold is eminently qualifisd in all respects for the posi-
tion, His brilliant legal career dates from the time he was a cum
laude student at Harvard Law School, and has included teaching on the
Harvard Law School fagulty, conducting with uninterrupted sucoess a
multitude of gases ms an Asaistant United States Attorney for the
Scuthern District of Hew York, and later in private practice rendering
noteble services to publiec bodies, partioularly to the New York Transit
Commission in the five-gent fare case against the Interbore Hapild Transit
Oompany .

Mr. Margold's record here as Solicitor has been noteworthy. His
opinions on questions of law are remarkable for their lucid analysis,
and for the sure touch with which he resolves the meny intricate prob-
lems of administrative law which arise in the course of this Department's
work. I like to point out the Seoretary's opinion in the Elk Hills
(Section 36) case, prepared by the Solicitor, as an outstanding example
of Mr, Margold's work., It combines to a remarksble degree those
qualities whioh indicate a thorough mastery of legal technique. It is
8 judieial performance in every sense of the word. There are not many
Judges now sitting who can do better.

Because of Mr, Margold's extraordinary legal learning, and because
of his appreciation of the sdministrative problems that confront govern-
ment, I feel that he is preeminently and pesuliarly qualified for a seat
on the Distriet of Columbia Court of Appeals, charged as it is with the
consideration of s¢ many cases dealing with the public interest, and
affecting the operations of the govermment.



The appointment of Mr. Margold, having in mind Lhis experience,
bis judieisl temperement, and his comspicucus legal abilities, would
refleot great eredit upon the Administratiecn, n.n.l would add lustre to

the Fedsral bench.
+ 1 strongly urge his appointment.
Sincerely yours,
(8gd.) HARRY SLATTERY

Personal Asaistant
to the Seoretary.



UNITED STATES
Copy DEPARTMENT C:JF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF TERRITORIES AND ISLAND POSSESSIONS
WAEH!NGTGN
July 12, 1935,

Hon, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Fresident of the United States,

Washington, D, C.
My dear Mr, Prnldan‘t:'_-

I should like to add my warm endorssment to others of Mr,

Nathan R. Margold, Solicitor of the Depertment of the Interior,
who I understand is being considered for a Federal Tudgeahip.

In my ten months in ths Department of the Interior, I have
bed frequent opportunities to observe Mr, Margold's work, to note
bis mental processes and to take cognizance of his polnt of view
and charaoter. He has impressed me deeply, not only as a lawyer
of unusual ability, but ome possessing to an extraordinary degree
that particular quality designated as a "judicial temperamsnt",
Apart from his manifest teshnieal qualifications, he is in evary
senss of the word a "Wew Dealer," who whila thoroughly femiliar
with American tradition and purpose is also aware of the over-
shadowlng faot that we live in g chenging time and in a rapidly
evolving world,

I feal certein that the appointment of Mr, Margold to the
Federal bench, should you sonsider so appointing him, would add
luster to the bench and refleat high eredit on your administra-

tion,
Sincerely yours,

: (Sgd.) Ernest Gruening



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Office of the Commismsioner of Indian Affairs
Washington

July 16, 1935,

Honorable Fraoklinm D. HRoosevalt,
 Washington, D, G,
My dear Mr. President:

¥ith earnestiess, I desire to edd my word as to the qualities
of Mr, Hathan H, Margold, now Soligitor af the Interior Dapartmént,
who, I am informed, is being conaidered for a federal Judgeship.

For two years I have known Mr, Margold as the Solieitor of the
Interior Department. The improvement which he has brought to the law
work of the Department is nothing leass than revolutionary. This part
of Mr. Margold's record will be known to you through the tastimony of
others. But previously, for a number of years, I had known Mr. Map-
gold as & lawyer of publio spirit. ims an individual and as a lawyer,
he gave his extraordinary talents to causes, of which the Indian cause
was only one. I have long belisved that & great caresr on the bensch.
oould await Mr, Margold. In his ability *to ses life steadily and gsee
it whole* Mr. Margold has not been exgelled by any one whom T have
OVer known. But he has a mors positive sort of power — the power
swiftly to resch to the hsart of Bocial and legal issues, and so to
deal with them that the individual of aimplest intelligence can under—
atand the gontrolling Prinsiples. If the Judicisry is to move forward
in this moving world and im to supply leadership, the oreative sndow-
ment, it would seem, must be provided. Mr. Margold has ihis endowment,

Of Mr, Margold's personal character I could not speak highly enough.,
Respeotfully,
(8ed.) JEN coLLIER
ﬂminuimr.




COPY DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEHIOR
Asaistant ﬂuﬂ.tnlmm‘r&! the Genmeral Land Office
Washington

The Fresident,
The White Housa.
My dear Mr. Presidant:

I have been advised that Hathan H. Mar, y Esquire, of New
York, now Solieitor of the Department of the'\Interior, has been
recommendsd te you for appointment to the office of Justios of the
Uni ted States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia to £ill
the vacancy oreated by the death of Justice Willfam Hitz. In Bup~—
port of Mr. Margold's candidacy, I respeotfully submit to you my
unqualified recommendaticn and endorsement.

I have known Mr. Margold only during the last two years, while
he has been Solicitor of the Department of the Interior. During
that tima, however, my duties as Assistent Commissionar of the Gen—
erel Land Office have brought me in elose and frequent contact with
the chief legal officer of the Department. In the course of such
association Mr. Margold has earned my most genuine respect and ad-
miration. Indeed, just as repeated contacts with him and with his
work have required en ever higher avaluation of his ability, hia
Judgment, his integrity and his industry, so an ineressing realiza-
tion of these qualities has caused me to enlist hir good officea
with inereasing frequency.

I have never known & msn whose special talents and aptitudes
have impressed me as more partioularly those to be desirad in a
Judge. Other persons will be sble better than T to pass judgment
upon his legal learning, but to his God given sense of Justies I
oan bear witness. The counsel which he Elvea and the deeisions at
which he arrives bear the ummistaksble stamp of such sound and un-
biased fudgment as can only be the product of a mind, brilliant and
bonest and of judicial bent. I am sure that as a Judge Mr. Margold
not only would deocide well and justly but, equally important, would
inspire the confidensce of litigants in the rightness and the honesty
of his judgments,

Probably I can no more adequately convey my admiration for
Hathan Margold and my belief in him than to say that in him I ses
both the personal qualities and the intellectual attainments which
I would have wished in a sonm, .

Very truly yours,
{8gd.) Antoinstte Funk

Assistant Commissioner,



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Reclamation

J Washington

Office of the Commisaioner

July 15, 1935.

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevalt,
Washington, D. Cs«
My dear Mr. Fresident:

I should like to add my tribute to the abillity
and affectivensss of Mr, Hathan H., Margold, Solicitor
of the Departmant of the Interior, who I understend ia
being gconsideared for a Federal Judgeship.

Mr. Margold is a man of proven integrity and
superior ability. He will add to tha prestige of any
position he is galled upon to £111, Sinoce he bagams
Solielitor of the Department of the Interior he has
furnished repesated evidence of his scholarship and
ability.

Hia departure would be a sericus loss to thia
Department. MNo one with whom I have aver been mssoci-
atad has made greater clalms on my admiration and
respact. He has deavoted his time end thought to making
the agtivities of the Department contribute to the sooisl
and sgonomie well=being of the ecountry. There is nead
for judges with learning and ability, but even greater
nesd for judges who have the required sympathy and under-
standing to make the lew an instrument in the solution
of the sooial mnd economic problems whieh mow presa for
attention.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) Elwood Mead
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UNITED STATES |
DEPARTWENT OF THE INTERIOR
War Minarals Relief Cormission
Washington

July £0, 1935.

My dear Genarel:

Fleass do not msgept this letter as a mers formal
andorsament of the appointment of Homorable NHathan R,
Margold, Solicitor for the Department of the Interior,
to succeed the lata Mr, Justioa Hitz on the United States
Court of Appeals for ths Distriet of Columbim.

My acquaintance with Mr, Margold has been limited
to my association with him in our offiecisl dutiss of this
Department. The nature of our work, however, has bean such
to permit me to make an appraisement of his attaimments
and qualifications as an offieial apd man,

In my judgment, he is excepticnally endowed with
that rare qualification of hearing with somplete open-
mindednass any matter submitted for his conaideration
and then with striet intellectusl honesty, wholly devoid
of prejudice or passion, rendering an opinion. He has
a definite, concise and olear manner of discussion mnd ia
able to be quite forseful without, in any sense, appearing
parsonal,

The sbove gualifications, it sesma to me, will fully
Justify you in considering his availability based entiraly
on marit.

Hithout minimizing in the lesast degree the politisal
bemafit whieh would meorus to the A3ministration in his

appointment I personally prefer to atress his qualificetions
for this important position.

Very truly youra,
(3gd.) Rosoos Fertich
Commiasioner.
The Honorable,

The Attorney Genmsral,
Washington, D. O.



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
PETROLEUM LABOR POLICY BOARD
WASHINGTON

Tuly 19, 1935,

The Honorable,
The Attorney General.
My dear Mr. Attorney General:

I have just learned that Mr. Nathan R. Margold, Solieitor
of the Department of the Interior, ls being considersd for ap-
polntment to the Court of Appeals of the Distriet of Columbia.

Ais 8 member of the Petroleum Labor Policy Board I was inti-
mataly associated with Mr. Margold during the period in which ha
was ghairmean of the Petroleum Administrative Board. In my asao-
oiation with Mr. Margold I was greatly impresasd with hie keennssa
of intellest, his rare legal ability and the impartial and judicial
attitude which he ecnsistently manifested in passing jhdgment upon
the mumercus complicated econcmic and legal questions with which
he was confronted., In his treatment of these problems he reflected
& breadth of socisl vision, & depth of understanding, a spirit of
progressiveness so esssntial to a jurist if our legal structura is
to be adapted to our ever changing escnomic and soeisl conditions.

In my opinion Mr. Margold is eminently well-suited both by tha
gqualities of his mind and the breadth of his experisnce to perform
with dignity end distinection the important duties which a plasse upon
the bench would require of him.

Very truly yours,

{Signed) Ceorge W. Stocking,
Chairman.




Hays, Eansaa

Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
'mmm' D.C.

Dear Mr, Fresident:

There is a vacancy in the Court of Appeals of the
Distriet of Columbla at this time snd I em writing to call to your
attention the qualifieations of Mr, Nathan R, Margold for this
position,

48 you kmow, Mr. Margold has been a very able
Solieitor for the Department of Interior. During the lasst Con-
gressional term, I had occasion to call on Mr, Margold in regard
to oll matters and other business and always found him to be
courteous, well informed and ready to handle the matter in a most
efficient and capable mannar.

Ho doubt you are familiar with Mr. Margold's backe-
ground and need mo further information in that regard so I will
briefly state that he was an instructor of law at the Earvard Law
School; as assistant United States Attorney for the Southern
Distriet of New York served with distinction; was retained as
legal advisor on Indien Affairs by the Institute for Governmment
Ressarch of the Brookings Institution im 1930 and also rotained
by the National Association Tor the Advancement of Colorsd People
for some speolal legal work,

I am sure that Mr, Margold's many friends will be
greatly pleased if he should receive a Judgeship either in the
Distriet or in New York City where hs formarly practiced law,

Very truly youra,

Kathryn 0'Loughlin MeCarthy.

=g ——



SOFY EREED, ABBOTT & MORGAN
15 Broad Streest
New York

July 16, 1935,

His Excellency, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
President of the United States,

The Capitel,

Yashington, D, C.

Ky deer Mr. President:

I am writing to glve my most cordisl endorsement
to the recommendation of Hon. Netban R. Mergold, who is at
present Sollcitor of the Department of the Interler, for the
eppolntment to the vacency cn the bench of the Court of Appeals
of the Distriet of Columbis czuased by the recent death of
Judga Hitz.

At the time when I took office as Uniied Statss
District Attormey for the Scuthern Distriet of New York in
April, 1927, Mr, Mergold wes the heed of the Civil Division
in that office, having been sppointed thereto by my predscessor,
Hon, Emory R. Buckner, Mr. Buckner had selected him beceuse
of his outstanding legal ability and his unusuel spirit of
public service and becsuse Mr. Buckner was building his staff
on a strietly non-partisen basis. I was very gled to continue
Mr, Margold in the position as chief of the Civil Divizion and
I regretted very much when subsequently he resigned to aogept
a professorship at Harvard Law School,

Mr. Margeld's record in the office of thse United
Statea Distriot Attorney was a most outstanding one end was
valued in the highest degree by both the Judges eud Mr, Buckuer
and myself. We all recognized thet he hed one of those rara
legal minds whioh understands lew as a soclsl sclence and a
philosophy, and that he was destined to becoms one of the great
lawyers of the country. His appointment would dedicate his rere
talents to a life of exceptionel pubtlie service.

I trust that in writing this letter I am not vonturing
too far upon your courtesy.

Respectfully yours,

(5igned) CHARLES H. TUTTLE.



copy

Law Offlcaes
STEARNS, LUCE, FORWARD & SWING
San Diego, Celifcornia

July 16, 1935

Hon. Franklin D, Rooaevalt,
The Praesident, }
The White Housa,
fWaahington, D. C.

Sir:

I am glad to ask your serlous conslderation
of Mr, Nathan R, Margold, present Solicitor for the Interior
Departmant, for appointment to the wacaney on the Court of
Appeals of the Distriet of Columbla.

My work since wvoluntarily retiring from
Congreas on March 4th, 1933, has brought ms into fraguent
contact with the Intericr Departiment and the work of the
Solicitor's Offica, From personsl observatlon I can unhesi-
tatingly testify to Mr, Margold's high character wnd integ-
rity, lils keen mental perception, and guiek underatanding
“of problema presented, his scholarly attalnments and lagal
training, which fully qualify him for any high judielsel
position.

But the principal reason why I racommend
Mr, Margold's appointment ie becausse I luow of his zaal for
prograsalve prineciples and his daep interast in humsnity.
In my opinion, Mr. Prosident, the time has arrived when
such men as Mr, Margold muat be pleced on the appellata
tribunals, whera much of the law of the lend is made, if the
paople's respect for the courts is to he malntalned and the

aountry saved,
Sinesraly youra,

Phil D. Swlng

A Hiram Johnson Republicen.
Member of Congrasa fram 1lth Cong.
Dist. of Callforuia, 1921-1933,
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| Tuly 1e, 1035

. Hon, Homer S, Cumnings,
Attorney General,
Departmant of Justlice,

Washington, D. C,
Ky dear Genaral:

4s one keenly intsrested in thas suacass
of the New Deal, I have takan the liberty of addresaing
& namu.uiauﬂan to the Prasident endoraing Mr, listhan
Margold for appointmet to the Court of Appeals of the
Distrliet of Columbis, Recent declailons by courta mada
up of judgea raactionary in their point of view threatens
your recovery program. It is vitally important that ap=
pointments to the appellate courts should be of men of
forwsrd looking prinelples and proven sympathy with the
great work the Preaident is undertaking to do. 1 au
sure Mr, Margold is such & man,

Sinceraly,

Fhil D. Swing
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Riverside, California
July 16, 1935

To Hias Excellency

The President of United Statea

Tha White House

Washington, D, C.

I teke great pleassurs in recommending Nathan Margold for

your consideration as a successor to Justice Hitz on the Court
of Appeals of District of Columbia. Mr. Margold is eminently
qualified, for he has & brilliant and judieial mind coupled
with quick understanding of human problems. He generoualy
tendersd inveluable services to Pueblo Indians in time of
stress. In conversation with Mrs. Roosevelt lest winter I

asked her to commend him to your attention if such a position

presented itself.

STELLA M. ATWOOD.
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COPY

mium DNDIAN DEFENSE ASSOCIATION, INC.

Mrs. H. A. Atwood, Lagislative Advisor
904 West Eleventh Street

Riveraide, Calif,

Riversids, Calif.
July 17, 1935

Hon., Homer S5, Cummings,
Attornay General,
Washingten,

D.C.

My dear Mr. Cummings:

It has been brought to my attention that Mr., Nethan
Margold is & candidate for the position vacated by the death of
Justiee Hitz on the Court of Appeals of the Distriet of Columbia,

My acguaintance with Mr. Margold began at the time when
the interests of the Pusblo Indians were in great jeopardy, and
he genercusly gave of his time and splendid legal knowledge to
agsist them. His help at that crucial moment was invaluable,
and no friend of the Indian could ever forget it. His sympathies
for the underprivileged are quick and keen. [Last winter I was
told he had ona of the most brilliant minds in Washington, and
that he was known as tha lawyar's lawyer.

I heve noted that with his keen and understanding intel-
lect there is united & calm judieial gquality of mind thet would
preaminentty fit him for the position for which he is candidate,

I am enclosing a copy of & telegram which I am ssnding
to our President.

Cordially,
(Sgd.) STELLA M. ATWOOD
SMA/ADD



Copy
WESTERN UNION

July, 1935.

MARVIN H. McINTYRE

SECHETARY TO THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE EOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

IF THE OFPORTUNITY OCCURS WILL YOU KINDLY CALL TO THE ATTENTION
(& THE PHESIDENT THAT IN MY OPINION HATHAN R. MARGOLD WOULD MAKE
AN IDEAL MEMBER FOR COURT OF AFFEALS DISTRICT (Ff COLIMBIA STOP
I MOST HESPECTFULLY SUGGEST THAT HE EE APPOINTED TO FILL VACANCY
NOW EXTSTING IN THAT COURT.

" JOEIN R. HAYNES

Charge to:

Dr, John H. Haynes
429 Comsolidated Building,
Los Angeles, California.
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FESTERN UNION

July, 1935.

HOMER 8. CGUMMINGS

DEPARTMENT -0F JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

I MOST RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST APPOINTMENT OF NATHAN R. MARCOLD
TO FILL THE VACANCY IN THE COURT OF AFFEALS DISTHICT OF
COLIMBIA STOP I FEEL HIM TO BE IMINENTLY QUALIFIED IN EVERY
WAY TO FILL THAT TMPORTANT POSITION.

JOHN H. EHAYNES

Charge to:

Dr. John H. Emll
429 Consolideted Building,
Los Angeles, California.



Copy
Naticmnl Associatien for tha Advancament

of Colored People, €9 Fifth Ave., H.Y.C.

WESTERN UnioN July 8, 1935,

The Proaldant
The White Houass
#Washington, D. C.

[ 4l THFORMED THAT MATHAN R MARGOLD IS UWDER COUSIDERAIION PCR ALPOINTMONT TO
A FEDERAL JUDGESHTP. FOR ABOUT TWO VEARS MR MARGOLD Va3 ENIAGED IN

IMPORTANT LEGAL WORK FOR THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR TUE ADVANCLZCMT OF
COLORED FEOPLE, OF WHOSE LEGAL COMMITTEE I Al THE CllalRual, AND IN THE COURSE
OF THIS WORK TE DISPLATED NOT ONLY EXTRAORDINARY ABILITY, ENERGY AND
ERUDITION, BUT A MOST ENLIGHTENED AI'D PROGRESSIVE POINT OF VLEW.. HIS
FRALNTNG, SCHOL4RSHTP, ABILITY, PATIENCE AND CHARACTER GIVE EVIRY INDICATICN
THAT TE WOUID MUKE A JUDGE OF THE TTGIEST USEFULNESS D I RESPUCTFULLY AND

WARLILY URGE HIS APTOTNTAMENT.

Arthur B. Spingern

.



July 10, 1935

Hon, Franklin D, Hoosevalt
White Houss :
dashington, D. C.

Wy dear Governor:

&
I underatand that you have baefore you for consideretion the name

of Nathan R, Marpgold, the prasent Soliecitor to the Interior De-
partment, for eppointment to £il11 the vacaney ereated in tha
Court of Appeals of the Distrliet of Columbla, through the deuth
of Justice Hitz, I heve kmown Mergold for meny years. Hkis sceisl
vision is exciting. His sbility at the law has been recognized
by all who have come in touch with him. I kmow of no person who
would Liold a juldieiel positicn with grester disinteresteducss then
Hathen Morgold.

Cf course I am not informed as to cther newes befcore you st this
tiwe to f£111 this wvacency; but I should fmagine 14 would be anly
the greateat plece of luck if you could get someone better gueli-
fled.

With best wishes to you persconmlly, I am,
Slocerely youra,

(8)  MORHIS L. ERNST.

MLE:DIS



BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT
gonearning
MATHAN R. MARGOLD

Born: July 21, 1899.

Residence: At time of appointment as Sollcitor of the Interior
Department, Mr. Margold resided in the l4th Congressional District,
Borough of Manhattan, City of MNew York. He is living now in East
Falls Church, Virginia.

Education: OGraduated Public School 109, Brocklym, W. Y., in June,
1912. He was cless validictorian.

Graduated Brooklyn Boys' High School in Jume, 1916, He was
ayarded a Hegenta' Cash Scholarship. B

Fntered the Collage of the City of New York in September, 1916.
opadusted in Jume, 1919, receiving an AB degree.

Entered the Harvard Law School in September 1920 and graduated
in June 1923 with highest honors.

During his second and third years at the Law Schoocl, Mr. Margold
was ona of ths editors of the Harvard Law Raeview. He was awarded a
faculty scholarship during his second year, end the Langdell Scholar-
ghip during his third year.

Professional Carear

Entared the Law offlece of Cook, Wathan & Lehmsn, 111 Broadway,
Borough of Manhatten, City of New York, in August, 1923.

Was admitted to the MNew York Bar in May, 1924.



On the recommendation of Professor Felix Frankfurtar and of
United States Attorney Emory R. Buskmer, Mr, Margold was sppointed as
dssistant United States Attorney for the Southern District of Hew York
in April 1985. He served aotively in that capasity until July, 1987,
and for a short time in Juns and July, 1925. As Asmistant United States
Adttorney, he handled many camses in the United States District Court for
the Southern District of New York and in ths Circuit Court of Appeals
for the Second Oirouit. He appeared often bafors Judges Julian W, Maok,
Augustus N. Hand, Lsarned Hand, Manton, Goddard and Hough, and was highly
praised many times by sach of thess Judges for his work., Although it is
severel years since he has appeared bafors any of thess Judges, and al-
though he has had no connsotion with any of them other than as attorney
in oases before them, Judges Mack, Augustus Hand, Learned Hand, and
probably also Judges Manton and Goddard still remember him and would
meoommand him highly.

In March or ipril, 1927, without seeking it inm any way, Mr, Margold
wis appointed an instruotor of law at the Harvard Law School. Hes ssrved
in this capaoity from September 1927 to June 1988, teaching the sub-
Jeats of oriminal lew and insurense, During this period he assisted
Professor Joseph Henry Beale in editing & new edition of his "Cases on
Oriminal Law," His contribution included, among other things, the ad-
dition of a chapter of cases on Federal erimes,

Here, again, Mr, Margold served with outatanding distinotion, as
will ba certified to by Professor Felix Frankfurter and by many other
members who were on the faculty during that year, including Dean Pound,
Frofeasors Fowsll, Beale, Morgen, Scott and Magruder,

In June 1927, Mr, Margold returned to New York Oity end resumed
his duties as Asst. United Statea Attormey for several weeks. At this
tims, one of the most important litigations in New York City wae the
ons relating to the five cent fare on the Interborough Rapid Tranait
Subway and Elevated Lines. The I.R.T. had suscesdead, in the Tnited
States District Court for the Southern District of New York and in the
Oirouit Court of Appsals for the Second Olrouit, in its efforts to ob-
tain a ten cent fare. Judge Julian W. Mack, on his own imitiative »
advised Mr. Samusl Untemeyer who, ms spsoial counsel to the Hew Yorik
Trensit Commission, was in charge of the oase against the I.R.T,., that
ha needed a lawyer who could reconstrust the argunants in his cass
along new limes and that Mr., Margold was qualified for the task. In
donsequends, Mr. Margold was appointed a speoial oounsel to the Haw
York Transit Commission and evolved some of the most important argu-
ments whioh enabled the Trensit Commission to obtain m reversal in the
Supreme Court and to succesd in defeating the I.R.T. in the subseguent
litigation in the Btate courts. On the appeal befors the Appellate
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Division of the NHew York Supreme Court he also was retained to write
those portions of the brief for the City of New York whioh dealt with
the subatantive or nonprocedural issues., In addition to this he was
engaged in general private law practice in New York City, predominantly
in the capacity of consultant or specisal counsel in difficult and im—
portant camses. Thus, for exzample, he was retained by Mr. Williem D.
Guthrie to assist him in Tremains v. Ward, popularly known as the budget
sontroversy betwesen Covernor Hoosevelt and the New York State Legisla-
ture. Similarly, in 1930, he was privately retained to write & memo-
randum gonoeraing the constitutionality of eartain proposed amendments
to the New York Public Service Commisslon lew. He was also retained,
in an important litigation involving a claim of many millions againat
the eatate of the founders of the Seripps-Howard chain of newspapers
(Sori v. Soripps, United States Circuilt Court of Appeals, Sixth
Oircuit), to write the brief and frame the arguments orally presented
to the gourt by Chief Justioe Hughes shortly before his elevatiom to
the Supreme Court bench. (He wgs not retained by Mr. Hughes, but by
the attorney who retained Mr. Hughes to meke the oral argument.)

He also was retained as legal adviser on Indian affairs by the
Institute for Covernment Research of the Brookings Imstitution. In
1930, he succesded the late Louis Marshall as apecial counsel to the
Pueble Indien tribes, primarily in mattera conneoted with the large
ocontroversy involving the Puebloe from Isleta to Cochiti and the
Middle Rio Grande Conservanaoy Distriet. He alsoc moted as specisl
counsel to the Pusblo tribes in comneotion with lapd title litigations
and oases involving compensation to the tribes for lands lost pursuant
to the Pueblo Lands Aot of 1924,

In 1930 he also was rotained by the National Association for the
Advencement of Colored People, to conduct a nation wide legal cempaign
to test the fundemental rights of negroes under the Federal Constitution.
This cempaign has been delayed by difficulties in obtaining the money
that had been pledged to it out of the Garlend Fund. But Mr. Margold
was mble to complete a most comprohensive survey of the rights and
disabilities of the negro race under the Constitution.

For saveral years prier to April, 1933, Mr. Margold maintained
a law offios at 225 Broadway, Borough of Manhattan, City of New York.

On Mareh 23, 1933, he was appointed as the Solieitor of the {
Department of the Interior, im which capacity he has served contin-
uwously up to the present time.



In addition, when SBecretary of the Interior Ickes was appointed
Administretor of the Code of Fair Competition for the Patroleum In-
dustry adopted pursuant to the National Industrisl Hacot¥ery Aot, he
oreated the Petroleum Administrative Board to adviss and assist him
in the work of sdministering the Code and appointed Mr, Margold as
ite Chairmen. Escause of his many duties, Seoretary Ickes was forcad
%o rely in large msasure upon Mr. Margold's work and recommsndations
with reference to oll matters. On November 21, 1933, Searetary Ickea
orsated the Labor Poliey Board for the Petroleum Industry of which he
appointed Mr, Margold Chairman. The combined duties as Soliscitor,
Chairmsn of the Petroleum Administrative Board end Chairman of the
Labor Policy Board prowed far more thean Mr. Margold, or for that
matter, any other man, could possibly handle sffectively. Accord-
ingly, on urgent request, Secrstary Iockes relieved him of his duties
es Chairman of the Labor Policy Board on Januery 1, 1934. This re-
lief proved to be inadequate and on further insistent requsst, Seore-
tary Ickes on Movember BE, 1934, relieved him of his duties as GChaire
man of the Petroleum Administrative Board., Sinas November 2B, Mr.
Margold has continued in office as the Solisitor of the Interior De-

partment,

In thess latter capacities, Mr. Margold alsc has served with
highest distinstion as Secretary Ickes and Assistant Seoretary
Chapman and every important official in the Department have often
voluntarily asserted,.
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelti

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WALTER WHITE BUCRETARY
Rov WiLKing
ASBISTANT SECRETARY
WiLLIAM PickENS
FIELD SECRETARY
Dasy E Lamrxin
REGIGHAL FIELD SECRETARY |
CHARLES H. Houstos
SPECIAL COUNSEL

Here 1s self-explanatory copy of letter

we wrote Mr. Hopkins yesterday. I thought you might

be interested in seeing this.

Ever sinc

1y,
N—— e Qﬁi::

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW:CTF

How do r Senators and ﬂoﬂirnumrn stamd on the Costigan-Wagner Aasi-Lynching Kill?
D BY THE MATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORK ™

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

ST. LOLIS, MO, June 25- 30, 1935
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My dear Mr. Hopkin:i

stana that you cre now selecting & rorks rro-
tr.tor for esch of the several ststes for the
of the works splief «ct. It 1s unnecessary
to tny great detall regsraing \he fre:ler
esd of smerjfan Hegroes for work rellef os provided in

' 1¥ is equally unnecessary for us to point out

: stes where the pulk of uhe Negro

o s open tnd flagrent éiscrimination
work or other rellef.

importance, in our opinion, that
zt the foiloring steps be tikent

] sMaNpe eppolnted &8 a
por i svery slete where
e

ciableNwmber of Negro

(2) That qualified : :

grated toroughout the sl
personnel of the works Progr
tration in esch of these stu

there 1s any
citizens

(2) That each local horks .dm T
specifically charged by office with
the responsibility of p rtional inte-
gretion of Negroes in each project.

The Nationsl hahuciutinn"fér the sdvencemwent of Colored

People respectfully urges .ction oy your ofilce upon those
recommendations.

Ever sincercly,

Mr. Herry L. Hopkins Bavrotery
Federal Emergency hellefl ~duoinistrutor
Weshington, L. C.

W CTF



« June 15, 1935 {

De.r KEr., whitos

I am more thun pglud to .eud
¥o. this messuge: -

It =as with deep regret thut I
wus obliged to refuse to attend the cone
ference on June <5th, but unfortunately,
I an so biay with personal things at the
prrasent time that 1t was sut of the fues-

(=15 19
{n I realize thut this is = time whemn
wny things of great interest to the colored
people of the country will bLe discussed,
I im deeply interested in these jroblems and
ald 2orry that I cuniot take -art in the dis~
cussion,

I hope that ways can be found to
asocompliah some of the things which you and
I both deslre, wnd that your patience as
4 group, which has been very great, will
be rewarded by better understanding and
Letter conditions for your feopnle in the
Muture.

Very sincerely yours.



HATIONAL OFFICERS

FRESIOENT
J. E SPINGARN |

CHAIEMAM OF THE BOARD
DR Louis T, ﬂ'l_bnr

VICL-FRESIDEMTSE
oM. A ll:l.ll Carrem

ISHOP A,

LY. Ilﬂlfilm.ll
JaMES LOON JoOMNBON
ARTHUR rlnrl.lrlﬂI
OSwALD GARRIBON WILLARD

TREASURER
Mamr WhHiTe OvingToN

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bailimore
Carl Murph;

NATIONAL LEGAL
COMMITTEE

Chairman
Aribur B, Splagarn

gheey B

Py g~

How do

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
89 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE; ALGONGUIN 4 3E8]

WALTER WHiTE
Rov WiLking
ASSISTANT BECRETARY
WILLIAN PicEENS
» FIELD SECAETARY
Daisy E. Lamriin
RESIOMAL FIELD SECRETARY

CHamLEs H. Houstom
SPICIAL COUNSEL

SECRETARY

|

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

e are all much disannointed thot vyou find
it impossible to address our Iwenty-sixth annual
Conference at St. Louis.

Will you not do us the honor of sending =
message to be read on the opening night ol the Con-
ference, June £57%

In his letter of May £0 Mr. wilkins told you
of the great significance of these annual conferences
when there are gathered together not only members of
the N.A.A.C.P. but thoughtful and influentiel renresents-
tives, both white and colored, from all parts of the
country who .are interested in the Erave oroblems wvhich
face the Association. *

e hone very much that you will send = message.
By so doing you will be speaking not only to thase Eathered
at 5t. Louis but, through them and the prgss, to the entire
country. ?

Ever sincerely],

vecretary
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

Ihe White House

washington, D. C.

Wh/RR

Senatars and Congressmen stand on the s g W agrier Anti-l, mehing Rill?
EN O BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. HI"J YORK

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE - ST, LOIIS, MO, June 25 . 30 193¢
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CHABLES H, HousTon
GPICIAL COUMSIL

July 5, 1935

My dear Mrs. Hoosavelt:

I am enclosing herewlth a ocpy of the
resolutions adopted by the delegates to the 26th
Annual Conference of e N.A.h.C.P. at St. Louis,

Missouri June 25-30,

Ever sinocerel

S

Secretary

Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt
White House
Washington, D. C. ™

ww/1D

How da 3 r Senalors dmil I ngresimen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Hill?

BY THE HA l.l. IMFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVEMUE, NEW YORK

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE — 5T. LOUIS, MO, June 25 - 30, 1935
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REBOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE ldﬂ ANWUIAL
wuumuﬂmm o8
FOR THE ADVAN(EMENT OF OOLORED PEOPLE
AT BT, LOUIS, MO, JUNE 25-30, 1935

As the osorooic oriole deapeno tho plight of twolve millien
iporican Wogroos worseno, Ddécriminotion in omploymont, in works
ahd other roliof, and in other wayo, continuo, partisularly in thoou
peotiono of the coumtry whoars olght milliom, or two—thirdo, of tha
Hogro popalation of tha United Btatow live, Notable im such dlo-
orinination 1o tho ediet froo Weshinghon ostablishing menthly wegeo
of §16 ond §31 roopeotivoly in roglone 3 and 4 under tho Works
Folief Aot; it is no scoidont thet in the oxpondituro of tho four
tillion, oight hundrod and oighty millisn dolloro appropristod by
tha uugmul", the taxoo for tho roloing of which aro oxtracted by
tha foderal governmant from tho pockets of black oon ot tho sonc
ratc ae white, wagoo far bolow tho lovel of docont oubsletonce -
phould be ostablished for thooo mtatce in which tho malk of the Kogra
population of Amorieca rooldos,

Collapoo of tho cotton markot and of tho antiquated crodit 1
pystom of tho oouth, tho unmitigatod torrorimm used to porpotunto
eogroodo, political and eoclal enslavenont of Nogrooe in tho pouth,
conbinod with indifform oo, vaclillation ond wonknooo ot Washington,
are oroating ovon oore inmufforeblo conditime not anly for Nogrooo
in thae eouth and oloowhera but oro working irroparable hermm upen
wolto morioeno as woll,

We, thareforo, in theo namo of twolvo million Amaricsn Nogzooo
end of nany white Anerioans who ara suporior to roce projudics, do
pledge ourcelvoo to renowed and incoroopod otruggle sgalret thoos
conditione, Wo do this in no epirit of reclel oolfiphneco. Wo
ooncoive our strugglo to be for bettor conditione for all Amoricans
ip that it 10 a oelf—ovident truth that thoro osn bo mo leoting
poaco or justico for any rooo aa long ac ono rood can bo azploited
bocausds of mmolnl, roliglous or othor projudico.

If thao A:nnﬂr;ln Bogro lo to oustaln himeolf in an affoctiwe
oxiotonoo in this cowntry, and sono day bo 1iftod fron thoe throot
of psuporion, thore puot bo dovelopod averywhore, not only intorracial
ponteats in the figld of labor, but sles in the businoss world.

¥eo urge, thorefors, that everywhore in Americe nore attonticn
be givon by Nogrooo to indopondent and interracicl ventured in



the buciness world,
BUSINESS EDUCATION

¥o urge tho colleges dovoted tp the «fucation of Negre
youth to introduce and dovelop adogquate cournca in' businogs in order
to help mako our raco mare eolf oupporting. |

LYNCHING

Wo vigoroucly and unoquivoeslly loondecn the impudont
aud diograceful filitaster led by a small rosctionery blee in the
Tultod Btateo Somnto Iﬁll‘ll‘ tho Cootigan-¥armer Anti-Lynching Blil.
Tho tomporary muoocoos proventing ordorly debato end vote by tho
Grogrepn 10 o murrcndar tho fodoml govonment to the lownot
olicent in our national 1ife, To ourrendsr wno m cenfosblon of the
lopotango of tho foderal govurnment to proteot ite own citigene,
Lynching, ao tho moot dranatic form of racial bipgntry, io & test of
the pinoarity and integrity of tho Oeongreso and of the nation. Wa
da not mocopt nny excucos of allopod uncomotitutlonality for fallure
of vach individual membor of thqusu roud vigorously to fight for
tha ﬂlﬂ&'gl of thio bill, Tho Judiclary uuul.t“t of tha Bonato nnd
other di iphed juriste vith social vision doclarad tho Oostlgan-
Wognor bill to be comatitutional, We urge all thooo who are cppoood
to lynching, both lnErn and whkito, %o qualify without fall for vot-
ing, espscinlly in the pivotnl othtcs, and to reglotor with thelr
bullotn, 1n primaxios and gencral eleooticns, tholr unagquivoonl dlp=
n.::pml{ of all thoso who cppased or wore indiffercnt to tho
Cdﬂlgm-llg:nr bill, aad to pive tholr support to thoso couragoous
rembora of Both boupes of Conprece, ropardloss of party saffilistlan,
who did thoir duty, Wo must lot one:ioo of tho bill know that wo
will necopt no ecusa,

We cxproon cur doop approcistion %o thoso orgenisatlons
with a total membership of moro then fifty aillion Amorimno who have
endoreod the bill, Especially do wo apprecinto tho afforte of thooo
uho have woried hord and folthfully for papsngo, Wo urgoe nore
affootive work in the moxt stngeo of tho strusgle by thoss who have
thus far limitoed thelr ondorso:ont to nornl support,

AGRICULTUME

Wo orously eondain tha widosproad diserimination
nEninot -h‘ﬁqrupﬂpﬁrl mdr =ipultural worknTre [[ﬂ.‘l.ﬂ!‘&ll?l both NHogro
and whito, under the Agricultural sdjuatmont Adntoieteatlon; the
minmeloss and unrobukod @toaling of govermient chogues oade out to
charooroppera ond tenant faniors; the cosnouy of sonroity through
the dogtruction of orspo emnd othor mbuses which hove flourichod. Wo
condman tho oupprosgion of reportec of conditions arfocting shero-
nnTpou, wach mo tha Myors roport, nnd tho ignoring of cooplainte
agaimnt saladninistration, fraud nnd dighonoaty.

‘Wo nro unaltombly oppesed to the prunont fom of the
Bankhond fam: tenant corpomtion bdll.

Wa vigorsuely condocs: tho flagrant violation of tho
rights of sharocroppors ond agricultural workera gomorally by
planters, thoir rotMnero and officors of the law to orgondga the=
palvens inte unisno for thelr own protestion, Wo furthor condoun
tho terroriem and viclanco wagod agninet theso workers by plantors,
tholr reprosontativos and officors of tho law, Wo cell upon oll
Anorioans to protost thesa fasclot prectiocs, and to forwazd the
svrugglen of Aioinheritod and onslaved fam workern in all poesiblo
waye.

WORK RELIEF AOT
‘We vigorously condenn tho sotting of monthly wagoo in

5

Eﬁinﬁ 3 and 4, eobracing tho stoton of Arkansas, Kontucky, Louslians,

s Toxos, Virginia and of Alabmona, Florids, Ocorgla, Wleolpe-
oippi, North Carclino, South Carclinns and Tenncosae, Togpootiroly,
at the subnormal I an of §18 and %31, In tho .unhtng up of
machinery for adeinistration of the Worke Relief Aot wo urge tho
appointment of qualifisd Wegroom, as Doputy Adminiatrators in cach
otnto whore Nogroed conotltute any roolable porticn of tho
population, ¥e urgo that Nogroos bo intograted inte all Work Rolief
Pprojecto on tho basie of motunl naed uumpnrtimmu population
and that the utmoot vigilanca be ozarci by the Fodersl Emorgonay
Folief Adminlatration to provent diccrininetign.
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VEITE PRIMARY 2
W uige upon the Qongress the pasescu Lmediately 'nf
sdequate laws ot barring of ;‘Jmtnm ¥egro votero fron :En ao=
oallod white pr of cortain southom otntos,

While wo o 2ot bolieve political cotion to bo o
pansces, ve roalize fully that tho ballot'is o putont weapon, Ta,
thorafors, urge upon Negro votern throughout the Unitod Btatus to
qualify, nnd vizorously and mnﬂ.ﬂ.mr utilise tholr balloto without
sogard to political party or orecd in thelr own aud the public's
Loat intoreste.

] EDUCATION

Fo hoil tho victory won in the trial court in Mo ryland
for edusational nq-mlit{ in the granting of a writ of saddasun for
tho adnisoion of o qualifiod Wegro student to tho School of Law of
the tax-tsupportod Walvorsity of Maryland. This in tho opening otop

in the poralrtont canpa wo sust and will oinet overy fom
of discrinination nnd u':gogatlm in all bran u-ngr oducation,
LZGAL DEFENSE

| Tho rights of Nogreen in courtn of law aro today grovely
rodangared, We plodga our muppart to the defonss of Joso Holling in
Cilahome: Brown, Ellington and Bhiolds in Hispiloodppi; Angolo Homdan
in ﬂmrsln; the Boottobors boye in Alonhase nod other Hopro vioting
of Injustioe in whose cagop fundomentol rightc aro involved,

THE B0UTH

Wo hall the growth of courageous epinicn in the south,
oapcially oo ooon eunly youngcer, nore intelligent pouthomors,
both whito and colored, and in thoe proon, Wo 1lodie gurpolvon to
0o all wo can in tho dwﬂnr:mt of enliphtoned oolf-interost anong
the Inoreasing mmber nf white smuthomers she sao thoy oan nover
PTOET288 na long fo tho Nogro io opprosced,

LABOR i

e welaene the growth of lebor conpoolmimosos Jut wo
ngein wam tho londorahip of organizod whits lakor, oopocolnlly
Acodeon Foderatlon of Labor an rellrond brothorhoods, thoy can
Dover attein freodom for tholr graupo by clinbims an the backs of
btlack Intar, Wo uipe all workerp, white and black, to opood industrial
B8 againdt oroft unlonim, We hail the roomt victrry of tha Brothor—
hood of 8leoping Onr Portors,

LEGAL DEFENBE

‘Wo urgo tho rosponolble officerc in nll states and in
tho foedenl iuﬂlelqry Bynton to give full recognition to tho right
of Hegro oitlzons to juzy service the omw mg nll othar eltizorns,
without evasion,mbtorfuce, or proorastination, Wo further ungo
all Negroes who are bmuchi bofore jurles to inocist that thero bo
no disorinination on Bccount of paop er ssler in tho salooctlon aof
their jurlaos not only ao o moone of socuring for thomselves tho ogual
protootion of tho lawo but aleo of inelotins on tho participation
of Negro oltizens in the adninistration of juatice in all statos and
the fedoral courto,

: o
ITALY AND ETHIOPIA

Wo unoquivocally condean Italian agrosslon in Ethiopia
and the luparialist solfishness of all metisno in tholr shaoeloss
Rglresdion upon the sovoreipnty of othor natinnm, wnd we wi rously
urge the Prosident and tho rimont of Btate, to voloo ialy
thelr disapproval of the nu"ﬁn govormont's action in Ethiaspin,
Te u tho United Btotos govomment to put iteolf oquarely on
rocord agalnnt enoroachoont,

% HAITI

‘Wo regret and condenn the suppreselon of froo eah
by the ¥Vinoont mdninistration in the Ropublic of Haitl, ond the



- -

]
imprisenment of critles of the Vincont -ayomnont, msong thon ouch
diptinpuichod Haitiono ao Jaogues Rowmain, poot and patriot,

GAD LAWE

Ve condoen the forces which aro proasing for paoongo

t?: the Oongrooc and by tho ooveral ofato logielaturos of lawn againot
the rights of free speech, froo aosenbliage and a freg preco, Uhen=
c¢ser thare ip eneroachment upon thooe fundemontal gonctitutisnnl
F;:I.nulpuu oinar t; imu,pn 1ike tho Negzo, mrd the firot %o auffur.

noiom with nll of its ovils can be pootpmod or rovontod only Uy
:;t.mtumuu; of traditional Aseoricnn adhorence to the principles of
~¢o gpeoch,

HEW PROGRAM FOR THE N, A. A. O, F,

Wo npprove and pledgo our financial, moral snd active
gupport -to the brondened progmm of the ¥.A. A, 0.P., To ghall intonoify
eur offorts to make our orgonization an ovan moro offoctive nochino
fur juctice to all nen rogordlesd of rnof or cOloTr, .

APPREQIATION

Tho Mational Asmointion for the Admnpoment of Colored
People in ito 26th Annunl Conferenco oxprocedn thanks and doop
approciation to the Bt. Louls Branch of tho N.A.A,0.F, cnd to the
cltizens and oity of 8t, Louip for the hospitelity oxtendod the doie—
gation and violitora.



July 8, 1935

Deur Ur. White j

Think you very wuch for your
letter wnd for sending we the resolu-
tions, which I have not yet scen, I
will certuinly come to Dultiuwore ror
tre conforence, if it is ;ossible
next June, but of course you reullze
thure 1 be & Nutlontl Democratic
Conventlon on then, co th:it auything
I .roamlaes te do must be tont:otive,

I w nat golng to Le in !.ew York
until the latter p.rt of July, out will
be glad to see you then,

I culte understand the situation
sbout the Virgln Islinds and will tell
Mdr. _ﬁmmplg L.bout your feclings.

e Very sincercly yours,

Mr. Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
New York

N.Y.

50
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July 3, 1935

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I send you enclosed a copy of the resclutions asdopted
by the delegates to our 26th Annual Conference at St. Louis,
June 25-30. These represent, I belleve, an accurate por-
trayal of opinion of the moderate schoel of thought among
Hegroes, which opinion is neither left nor right.

I do wish you oould have heard the great speeoch our
friend, Josephine Roche, made. She won the enthusisstic
approval and affection of everyone in the audience. It would

liev.Jibn Hayes o have done your heart good to have heard the applause when
:.;.“m”'?mwu‘ she, upon being presented a bouquet of flowers, asked the
e b audience if she might hn;g its approval of her presenting
Mary White Ovin the flowers to you on Monday.
oA A |
aries . Biadin Our Conference next year will be held at Baltimore, |/, |
Franose vnm-n'-w":m June 23-28. Is it too far in advance for us to put ina .
Dr. Towia 1. Wright bid to have you as a speaker at one of the principal mass 5
Dr. W e MOOGTiNgs? Fel

Philadelphia
5 Do you expect to be in New York any time soon? If
e so, I should like to talk over with you several matters in
Stariing A Hrown connection with the Virgin Islands which greatly disturb
Hoo. James A Cib me~J I have had reports from sources that I believe to be

" reliable, that there is a possibility of' some physiecal
i violence there during the summer. I want to talk this over

with you, and one or two other matters. I talked with

Arthur B, Bplagurn Governor Fearson recently, and he is apparently anxious to

e Dakzvs have me go to the Virgin Islands this summer. While I
R should like to do this, I do not see how it is possible.
Felix Frankfurter Because of my resignation from the Advisory Council, I
v o hmen, W.¥e. pa@]l strongly that should I go, I should make the trip
o only if I Were able to pay Mrs. White's expenses and mine

New York in full; certain situations and obligations make this
Arinis Garneld Haye impossible. I am sure you understand.
Sories Maraial" ' :
i 1. Beudin With cordial personal greetings, I am

Pa. ¢ . - 3

Tt .l Psmkﬂﬂlﬂw Evar sin rl:ly_. “[-_\1'
Jmen 8. Hesllp = 'ﬁ, P Foda Tg\ / Rl ke
Yiem B Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

w Dat White House Secretary
s Washington, D.C.

How do o SR e FBRAL ISR SN B, TP BURAT sl i Yok 717
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SaTiou, arvmomns NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE T dhrgis
, preonr ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE .. wes secees
L S 69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK e,
VICE-PRESIDENTS TELEFHONE; ALGoNGuIN 4 3851 WiLLiAM PicEns
LR, Ofcl Orpn: The i e e

REGIOHAL FIELD BECRETANY

CHamLes H. HousTow
SPECIAL COUNSEL

JamEs Lpon Jokuson
ARTHUN E. FiIMEAR
OfwALD GARRISOM YILLARD

TEIASURER
Mamy WEITE OVINGTOM

CAarenca ;
Cleveland o
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

New York I am to be ip washington on next Monday,
Hibert 1. Delasy July 22nd. would it be possible for me to see
m.m%‘ﬂfﬁ%ﬂ you for a few minutes at any time during the day?

Laehman ]

Jamm I shall probably also be in Washington at least

Arthur B. Tuesd
i et sday morning.,
&nl-.i Btudin g &
Hon. Charlea E. Toney .
Franoss
D, 1 ’
Louls uﬂﬁ” J Ever sincerely,
D, Williuey Allwn Nellsom e o %

Seeretary.

Mrs. sleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C,

R, O Wins CLF :

et oY THE kTSR EGw Ao bR OSSR ot i, B
TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE — ST. LOUIS, MO., June 25-30, 1935
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8/1/35
Sent to
Walter White

Mre Hopkinstlettep July 22
with' schedule or wages

"The work program does not

permit any discrimination agiinst
negra workersg,n




August 1, 1936

My dear Mr. "hite:

Mre, Noossyvolt mnd her sec-
retar . are anday for the swmer, and in
their abosnoe I hwve bheen naked to mo-
knowledge their mail.

I shnll bring your letter to
Mra. Hoosevolt'sz attention aa Boon Ea
possible,

Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Waltar {l.lte

Hational Assoclation for the
Advanoanent of Colored People

6% Fifth Avenua

Hew Vork

Hew York

by
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: ALGONOUIN 4 3581

Dﬂimh.lﬂwam"l"htbﬂm

WALTER WHITE
Rov WiLking

WiLLlAW PicKEss
Daisy £ LAMPEIN

CuarLEs H. HousTol

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I am sending you under separate cover & copy of
the August issue of the Crisis in which appears an artlcle,
"The Negro Separate School," by Dr. Charles H. Thompson,
which I hope you will find time to read. It gives an
admirable summation of the reasons why thoughtful colored

people oppose segregation.

Ever sincerely,

| et

Secretary.

Mrs., Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House g
Washington, D. C.

W3 CTF .

How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Castigan-Wagner Anti Lyncking Bill?

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAIL CONFERENCH

ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORK
5 ST, LOLUIS, MO, June 25- 30, 1935

e s

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

 SECRETARY
ASSISTAMT SECRETARY
FIELD SECRETARY

WEGIOHAL FIELD SECRETARY

SPECIAL COUMEEL



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 5, 1985,

PERSONAL_AND CONFIDKNTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR MRS. SCHEIDER:
Deer Malvinat

I heve been asked H.nd you a meworendum conteining informetion
for Mra. Roosevelt concerning Welter White, Secreisry, Netional Asecciution
for the Advencement of Colo Peoples

The memorendum is sent et this time becouse Weller White hes been
tonberding the Presldent with telegrems and letters demending passupe of
the Coetigan-Wagmer Anti-Lynching Bill before the adjournment of Conpress;
compleining about the War Depertment's policy repnrding the sssipmment of
negro reserve officers in C.C.C. camps ete.

Welter White for some time has been writing and telegraphing the
President. Frankly, some of his messages to the President have been
decidedly insulting. For example, in a letter he wrote the President on
Mey sixth when he resigned as & member of the Advisery Council for the
Government of the Virgln Islands, efter expreseing preet dissppointment
that the President did not make s public pronouncement by mesns of & messepge
to the Congresa which would openly endorse the Anti-Lynching Bill, he ssid:

Mooooxx In justice to the esuse T serve T esnnot
‘continue to remain even a small part of your officiel family,®

His file of cur}unpond&nua is voluminous,

I am edvised by those femilisr with White's ections at tha

Capitol that it wees he who some time ago went into the resteurent within

the Capitol Building end demanded thet he be served, epperently deliterstely
crenting & trpublesome scene, compelling his eviction from the resteurent
end giving rise to en issue, made much of in the press et the time. The
belief in some quarters is thut he did this for publieity purposes and to
erouse negroes throughout the country through press eccounts of his evletion
from the Capitol and the refussl of Capitol suthorities to permit him teo
eat in the restsurent there.

Mr. Forster advieges that Walter White, before President Hocsevelt

came to the White House, because -of his sctivities, hee been one of the
woret and most continuous of trouble mekers.

STFPHEN EARLY



Septeaber 10, 19135

4 Geur JLr. Whiteg

L will set "Black Foeeoustructlon®
wid rind It wg goon .5 I C.niy taud T will
:1ls0 try to get the Progident to rand i,

I iould like to -.u-itef:myes,
bt .1l ¢ earinces ot the ‘hite NMunse re
fu.ged through r, Heury Jugo, af
Steluicy aud Hong, Yo usuully jave two
setists at . antort:dnacet, “Suid he be
dprecible to luving tie Haupton Ciagerz
or soule other group thut s .me evoulng?

Very sincarcly ynﬁra,
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I sent you at the White House last week "Black Recon-
structlion” by Dr. Du Bols. I think you will be interested .
in this book because of its depiction of the background
out of which many of the problems of the South, especially
as far as race relations are concerned, arise. I hope you
will find time in your busy life to read it because of its
new vlew of the Reconstruction period.

.

__45 e

I do hope also that the President will find time to
read 1t.

If 1t can be arranged I should like very much to talk ¢

wlth the President about a number of matters, among them -i;\
the leglslatlive program we are planning for the next ‘;k
session of Congress. ’f-} 5

e T

I have just learned that Roland Hayes, the great Negro
tenor, 1s to be in the United States durinﬁ the coming fall
and winter. You know of him, don't you? He will be in the |
United States until February when he has been asked to sing - ~
in France, Spain, Egypt and Italy. It occurred to me that A
you might care to conslder inviting him to sing at the )
White House at one of next season's musicales. If you '
should, I would be very glad to sound out Mr. Hayes on this.
Or, you could write him directly at his home asddress which 55
is B8 Allerton Street, Brookline, Massachusetts. o,

3 E‘ra@ ely,
ey
¥ -rr.; T(‘-'_I T=

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

Hyde Park,
New York.

Becretary.

WW:CTF
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Eyoe Park, N.Y. U
Sept. 186, 1935,

Dear ¥r. White:

It 1is 1l§ﬂli1bll,lx am afraid, t. arrange -
for toe mesting you want before the Fresident |
gues away as he huis every minute tskenm.

It may be possible tuat I can arrange a

meeting soin after be gets back, as he has

jromised me tiht bhe would do his best. I

will keep it in mind, He will not b. back

untlil about Cctober Zird. -

1 am shocked uy the corres;undence with
Senator Bailey. I think his attitude is
ertracr.inary.

As far a3 1 know pow, I think we will be
=ble t arrange for Mr. Hayes on either
the fifth or sixth of January., I haven't
set any dates for this coming offici.l
season as yot,

Vary sineerely yours,
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Would 1t be possible for the President to recelve
-8 quite small and carefully selected committee te discuss
confidentially and frankly the situation with regard to the
Negro? At the September meeting of our Board, held last
Monday, I was instructed to arrange such a conference if the
President is willing to receive such a committee. It is our
idea that no publicity be attached to such & conference
elther before or after it is held in’order that there might
be frenk discussion of the sltuation with perhaps conclu-
slons of mutual benefit coming from that discussion.

As you and the President, of course, both know,
there has been very wldespread disappointment among Negroes
in connection with the successful filibuster agalnst the
Costigan-Wagner bill; the diserimination, chisfly by local
officials in the South, in the matter of Jobs and relief; and
in the generslly wretched conditions in which so many Negroes
find themselves. We believe such a conference may be of
mutual benefit.

We have in mind a small Eroup, not to exceed four
or five in number, including such persons as James Weldon
Johnson and J. E. Spingarn. Perhaps there would be less
likelihood of unwelcome: Publicity if the conference were
held at Hyde Park,either vefore or after you and the Presi-
dent go to San Diego, rather than if we walted until you
return to Washington,

Ever sincerdly,

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

Hyde Park, Secretary.
New York. .

ww:CTF
How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the LCostigan-Wagner tun-Lynching Bill?
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SECRETANT

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I wanted you to see the correspondence
we have had with Senator Balley on the subject of
the lynching of Govan "Bweat" Ward at Loulsburg,
North Carolina, on July 30th and his assertion,
during the filibuster on the Costigan-Wagner bill
that the State of North Carolina needed no incentive

to stop lynching or to punish lynchers.

I enclose also copy of the letter we
wrote to President Hoosevelt on August £8th relative
to the Loulsburg lynching and Federal legislation to
ald in the ending of the crime of lynching.

Ever sincgrely, =
Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
Hyde Park,

New York.

WwW:CTF
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Hallublal abbUClallul FOR THE sabVANCERsNT UF wldnsl FouPLe

69 Fifth Avenue - New York City

Még‘l.lt;t

1935

Bon., Franklin [. Hoosevelt

President of the United States

The Phite House

Washington, L. C. !‘II
My desr Mr. President: '.

One of the leaders of the {ilibuster of ipril &4 to
Mey 1 zguinst the motlon to copnyider tha Costigan-bugner
blll was Benstor Joslah b, péilay of Nortn Carqlina. At
one stage ol the filibugter Eenstor bailey mede the stata-
ment that "we need no 1 ¥e to do our duty®™ in praveanting
lynching or punishing lyn 8.

e b

One July &0 &E@E tnél}_};.r-riw to thirty persons put
to death a Negro Py the nime of Govan werd st Louisburg,
Morth Ceroline, 1s wngdone ot eleven d'clock In the
forenoon. The mab made fio efforts whetsoever &t conceclment,
The Hededybst'y this merhing recelved the report of un
on mede [QT us by & southern whits men. This
veals the names of nine members of the mob, smong
ty offlclsls, One of these officisls 1s -
an the lesder in lormotion of the mob, =nd
o | § th;nh:l.xh officlale of Frmkllnrﬁ::ntf were
active participants the lynching. A member of the
:-uaurcmm, sent to Loulsburg to prevent the lynching, is
reported to have cut off & toe from Mard's oot as s souvenir.

Ward was known to have heen inssne and fre:uently sivem
to spells of extreme violence, The stiacks upon three
persons, one of whow wi:s one of his femsle cousins, which led
to the imuhini, end enother of which stiecks rosulted in the
death of & white furmer, clesrly show thut North Cerolins was
derelict in not heving iung slnce incarceretod an inscne man
as dengerous «8 Ward, Purther proof of werd's mental state
is ﬂfpl:l.ﬂ by the circumstence thst werd cut off the head of
one of his victims with an saxe und was sested in his own
front yerd playing with the severed head whichshe hud wrapped
in bed clo » when oflicers of the law cume t0 arrust .

A statement frequently mede is thut Negroes "ahield®




#2 - Hon, Pranklin L, hoosevelt 8/x8/88

Hegro criminals and that this is one of the contriouting ciuses te
lynchings. The fallecy of such & statement 1s to be seen in Warc's
cuse where a Negro hn].{r.i the officers of the law to apprehend
hurdioulx to ged Ward lynched LYy & mob apparently with officiasl
connivence.

Our iovestigation further shows thet thers is oo possiollity
whatever of convictiona in Frunklin tounty necause public opinion
apyroves tha 1 ¢« This is true duspite the lact that vovernor
Ehr us, Bolicitor bickett und the leauing nesspapers of North
Caro have opposed the lynching and desmwndec punilstment of the
lynchers. Lungng papers of the Siexte frealy predict that there
will be no arrests snd no punishment of any of the lynchers,

In the face of these [acts snd in this clear-cut instsnce of
the inabllity of & state like North Carolina, where public opinion
is much further edvanced Lhon in many othier stutes shere lynchings
ere fequent, it is clearly ovident thet thers can te no end to  °
lynchings until Federal legislation is enac segadnst 1t. We have
supplied the sbove informstion, together with| the nimes of the
lynchers, to Govermor thringhaus ond & citor Bickett, It is
p!'nr.innil,v certsin, however, thsat the erfwu however sincere
snd vigorous will comes to naught.

Opnce ugein may we ask what stép;) u &5 President and your

administration will tuke in tha\ wasion of the Seventy=-fourth
Congress to insure a2 vote upon th@ Bﬂstlgan-ﬂagnir bill.,
7 s T
: héﬁjunthﬁlr, .
3]
kxﬁxiﬁ%;nedj walter White

(«’ : = Secretary.
"

uni CTF ' -



HATIUMAL ABSUCLIATLIUN FUR 1He abLVAdURMENT JF CULUboy erLlla
88 Fifth Avenue - New York City
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Hon, Josiah ¥, Bailey
Senate Office Building
washington, L. C,

Ky cear censtor Baulley:

4 southern white man of integrity &nd problty has
ust completed for us a personal investigation of the
ching of Govan hurd et Loulstuyrg, North Curolins, eon
July 30th, concerning which we e hid some.correspondences,
lis report gives the nemes pi ¢ members of the mob of
twenty-five or thifty persope who st eleven o'clock in the
morning, without masks or other efforts st conceclment
lynched Mard. His peport further shows that certein n!’rininla
ars reported not anly to nave c‘;:u:lved st dellvery of Werd to
the meb but elso tg hive sctively perticipeted in the lynching.
h member of the Ndtioasl G'qhm, sent to Loulsvurg to ssintain
order, is reported\ o hovg/ cut & toe from the victiw's foot
It s er revesled thut werd wcs knewn to
t th&at nothing wes done by the euthorltlies
in en institution. This poglect led to the
one 0! thex ruvsulting in & murder, for

It is further reported that nowever vigorous the
efforts of Oovernor Lkhringhsus, Solicitor bickett end other
efficials, backed Dy.the t.lwugl’xt..ml newspapars of the Ctste,
to effect the arrest snd punishment of the lynchera who are
known, there 1s oo posslpllity of convicllon because of the
community approval bf the lynching.

These facts hive been supplied to Governor
Boringhsus and Soliclitor bickett.

May we lngquire if in the faece of these facts you
still madntain thet Federsl cid to honest state, county wnd
municipal officiels is unnecessary?

Ever sincerely,

(Signed) Walter White
wmCIF Becretury,
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M.A,A.C,P, ACCUSES BEWATOR BAILEY OF LYING

PhL

washington, Aug,23.~ Senator Joslah W. Balley, of North
Cdrolina, one of the leadsrs in the filibuater against tho Coetifan-
YWognor anti-lynching bill, was chorged today by Walter White,
Beoretary of tho N.A.A.C.P,, of dn'ﬁbnmtu distortion of the facts
regarding the lynoching of Covan Ward of Louisburg, N.C., on July 30th,
The controversy 1o ono of the woest nerimenicus of the preoent sooslon
of Congross and roveals, acocording to informcd obcervers hare, how
droply oppooltion, ovon in the Bouth, to tho filibuster s gu{ting
under the oking of Bailey and other SBouthorn Senators.

The N.A.A,0.P. Sooratary charges Benator Balloy with
lying unlecs hin Btato can and does apprehond and punich Ward's lynch-
¢15: Tho full toxt of Sonator Bniley's lottor and of Mr. White's

roply aro:
" luguet 15, 1935"
"I havao your wire of July 3let.

"T did ngsort that the poople of tho United Statec noed
no incentive by way of Federal interferencc to provent lynching, I
did apgert that there had beon more improvomont in tho roduction
of the numbor of these crimes than in the nusber of the redustion
of any other orimoo whatsoever, Those otatistico wero supplied
by the Tusokogoo Institute and Am not to be gquectioned, I do not
tiaink Foderal antion would have tho olightoot thing to do with
the otopping of lynching, I chall recist the Ceatigan-tngner
Bill ag,often ng 1t comes up and it makes no differenco whatever
to me that the eyeo of the world will be upon me and my State to
sog if I spoko truthfully end I noed no reminder from you on this
subject., I have nothing tut contempt for your sugpostlon that I
have spoken other than truthfully, and you know that you are lying
whon you undertake to malp it appear that there has not beon o
vary great reduction in lymchingo throughout the country and in
tho Bouth and in my State tho past forty ycars, You have the
facto before you, The idea of inveking tho Foderal power to provont
a crimo; tho number of which committ in tho country is leoo than
fiftoen in a yoar, 1s an abourdity upon itc faco, I undorptand very
well shat your organization io up to and I de not hositato to oay
that oo far from advancing the intercot of tho colored raco, 1t
is dolng ap mach as anything to kecp tho raco rroc—conocloun and
in & condition of unrent, o

"I do not want ony moro wires from you or any communicat-
ionp, Tou ought to go out and make an honoet living inotoad of
trying to attend to other poople's bupcincso and taking up colleot—
ions from pooplo who are deludod by the folly which you put forward.®

"Yory truly voura,®
"fgipned)J, W, Bailoy"

" juguot 21,1935"
"My dear Senator Bpllay"

*Had I not with my own eyes and ears obsorved the
hyoterical bittorneos you dieplayed in filibustoring againot the
Costigan-Wagnor anti-lynching bill I chould have beon unable to
believe that a momboer of A oolemnly deliborative body like the
United Stateo BonAto sould have doliberately distorted tho plaln
English e &8 you have distorted my telepram of July 3lot
in your reply to me of Auguot 15th, My tolegram to you roparding
;};:hllﬂu:gﬁum, North Carolina, lynching of Govan Ward on July

road: .

"On April 36 you vigorously attacked tho Cootipan—
Wagner anti-lynching bill and aseerted that 'wo
neod no incentive to do our duty' in proventing
lynching or punishing lynchero, Yootorday a mob

in your own 8tate, at Loulsburg, prooented you and
the Btatc of North Carolina with A challenge to
prove tho truth of your otatemont of April 286,
Thoughtful Amoricano, inoluding many whito cltizonao
of North Carolina, do not beliove that lynching can

(Continued on Page 3) ’
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bo otopped cxeept by Fedoral action, The oyun of
the 'world will bo upon you and your State to soo if
you opoke truthfully when you filibustoroed ngainot
the Cootigen-Wagner bill,"

"No otatoment 1o made thoroin as to whother or not
lynchingo arc decresoing, incroscing or rowmining tho camo, Can 1t be
that the redcon you failod to anowor my dircct question ao to what
you and tho State of North Carclina plen to do to bring the Louloburg
lynchers to juotlico ip boesuce you koow that noither you nor your
Btote plano to do mnything? The plain questien 1o thio: What do you
intend to do to make pood your beoast that Morth Carclink noods o
Fodoral or outelds holp to approhend, comvict and punich ony and all
poroons who commit or participate in & lynching in Worth Carolina?
The question ao to whothor or n:t you told the truth in the filibustor
ig not gning to be anowored in any other faphion excopt by tho oppro—
Vengion and punichmont of the L gburg lynchera, If they arc punipgh-
td, thon that mction and it alone will proclaim to the world that
v-a told the truth, Likewioo, failure to punisch tho Loulsburg lynch-
ro will prove that you did not tell the truth, and thore io no
Pﬁﬂﬂplﬂﬁ that' fast through hysterical otatements guch ao contained in
your lettor of August 15th,

"I note your lettor of Aumet 15th stgtoo that you desire
na further communleationos from mo. It 1o mot difficult to approciate
¥our wioch to havo the laot word on this lynchingr which muot humiliato
and cmbarraco you in epito of your nglf-rightesuc attituda,

"I noto further yyur statemont that 'it maken no differonce
whatover to me that tha oyoo of the world will be upon pe and ny State
to see if I spoke truthfully', Ip it beoyond your comprehennion to
realize that the time hao long oince passod when territorial oubdi-
visiona, whether they be nations or etates, can ignore what the out-
oide world thinko? Mot oven the moot notorious European dictatoro
dare be so arrogant.

"My comment on your remmriic about 'earning an honost
living'! ia that I profer my own means of carning & livelihood from
an Aoeoolation to wiloh contributions are wholly woluntary, %o your
own where you draw a salary from public funds raised through the trx-
atlon of Ncgroes me wall as white oltizeas, vet utilize that poaition
to prevent effective action azaingt that bootianl and wnChriotion
orime of lynching which Prosideont Roooovolt hoo rightly tomod 'that
vile fom of eollective ourdert,

"Porhaps cvon you have learnod by now that the loeding
newspapora of your own 8tnte, and thoughtful Narth carolininno of
both races, not only do not epprove of your attitude but hoartily
disapprove your participation in the fllibucter to provent évon an
honeot debate anc voto upon the Costifan-Wagner anti-lynching bill,
I have too ouch roopect for the integrity and intelligence of the
large and constantly growing nusber of docamt oitizens of North
Carclina not to fecl confident that thoy will rosont your threat to
filibuster agalnet Fedemal anti-lynching legislation 'as ofton oS
it comes up', Do you not romlige, my dear Scnatnr Bailoy, that the
world is moving forward and that the growing munmbor of intolligont
people, espocially younger oneés, will not countonance your oontinued
efforte to block aotlon to al!.mina.tu boatial mob wiolence from our
national 1ifo?"

"Ever sineeraly,”
"(81mnod) Waltor Whi to®
"Socratary"

The N.A,A.C.P, albo sent the followilng clipping to
Senator Balley from the{Decatur Herald, Decatur, I11, Ausust 2,1835):

n the Statoe Tradition

Moot rocont of lynohinge in tho United States ig that ono
roported from the stato of North Oarclina. Tho nows must have ourprised
bomo readers who know that North Carolina hao boen in meny rocpocta
the most enlightoned and eivilized of all scuthorn’ otaton,

: Only a weok beforo thic lynching, however, anothor nows
otory had como out of North Carclina, the sipnificance of which nay

have boon overloocked, Some officlals of & state prisen thero woro brought
to trial. It was testifiod that they hed elaimed Nepre prisonecro in un-—
hoated rooms in winter, leaving thom until their feot wore fraozen off,

A North garclina jury, after hearing this tostimony, docided that
(Comtinued on Pago 4)
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the prigon officlals responpible were guilty of no crime and might re-
tum to their work, in which thoy had proved cuch efficiency,
In a state of civiligzation that approves this sort of
procedure, lynching quitc naturally may be looked upon as the more
hunane methnd of dealinpg with persons suspected of crinme, |
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KORTH CAROLINA OFFICIALE GIVEN NAMES
OF TWARD LYNCHCRS BY N.A.A.C.P,

Ifivestigator Charges Officials Cooperated With Lynchers; Iational
Guardsman Cuts Off Tee for Souwerdir; Ward Knowa
To te Inoane

A8

Wew York, Aug.38,- Smeational disslosures of the circunstances
of the lynching of Govan "Zwoat" Ward in broad open dovlipht at Louls—
burg; N.C., oen July 30th which woro maue by an N,A.A.C.F. investipator
woere forwarded today by the N.A.A.C.P, to Sovernor J, . B, Ehringbaus
of North Carolina pnd Boliciter W. Y. Bickott., Tho J.A.A.0.P, investi-
gator, & couthern white man, revenle in hic report the namen of nine
memipera of the mob of twonty-five te thirty vwho lynched Ward at
Louisburg at oleven o'olock in tha forcnoon. JAmony the alla;od lynch-
ore aro soveral county and city officials.

4 sooond piartling disclooure mnde by the H.A.A.C.P. 18 that &
member of the National Guard, nont to Louisburg to pravent the lynching
and rogtorc order, io roported to have cut 4 tooc Irom Ward'o foot as
a gricly oouvenir, Membors of the National Guarnl sent to Loulobuip
from HunGoroon, H. C., arrived aftor the lynching hnd taken placo.

The investipator's roport roveals that Ward wan know to be
incone and had had frogquent cpolls of violemce. Tho N.A.A,0:PF., chorges
that the 3tato of Korth Carolina isc indirectly rooponalble for the
fomicldal attacks made by Ward prior to hio deati on nlo founle coucin
nnd two men, one of whom he killed, ‘in that tho 8trte should havo
long oince placod Ward in ap institution for tho incano., Further
evidonco of Ward's mental siato io givon in the W.A.A.C.P, inveoti-

ntor' s roport which tolle how Ward aftor having otruck Charles G,
tokeo, a white fammor, with A briok ag Stokoo worked in his tobacco
fiold, returnod to hio cousin's home, got an axo with which he rotum-

ed to the ficld and eut off tho hecd of Stoken, 'Ward thon tock tho
ggverod hend to his own home, wrapped it in bod clothing end then tode
B soat An the yard, pla.um{&* tho hoad by him, in which position he weo
frand whon offiecro arrived to arroot him, 5

Negroec Did Not Partiocipate In Lynohing

Tho publisched roporto that Wegrocs joinod in tho lynching nob
wore oharagtorized by- the N.A.A.0,P. inveotipotor as "ontirely faloo®,
Tho inventigator attributoo this report te tha fact that a Wopro did
aid in the arrest of Ward. In celling Govorner Ehringheug'o atteatio
to this phapse, Waltor Whito, Scorotary of the M.A.A.0.P., cited tho
rhargo fr.quently mads that if Nerrooo would holp nrrost othor Nosroes
shorged with crime and ceago "ohielding” Negro crinimals thero would
be fower lynchingo and better raco relatima, "But hero lo an inotanoey
Nr. Whito romindod Govornor Ehringhaun, "which io unfortunately nolther
the first nor,' wa foar, the laot, where & Norro did help apprehond

{Continued on Page 3)
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& Nogro nhu%»uf with oriwo only to ofo him put to donth in broad
L

open dayligh
Convictiono Impooeible

"It is impoosible to conviet anyone before & jury from that
county on amccount of public.opinion," the N.A.A.C.P. investigator
etnton, "The officlals of Franklin éaunty ware oithor a part of thu
mob or in sympathy with it, Tho local paper justified the mct, Solici-
tor W, Y. Bickett of Raleigh hold an invostigation using the local
lagal channels but nothing oan be done thraigh that procedurd, He weo
oincere in deploring the deed, The importent papers of the State, much
4o tho Baloigh Newn & ghngﬁu:, the Raleigh Tines, and the Sroensboro
%51_11 Nawg, wnre outopoken In their critieisnm of the local officinls,”

avernor ringhauss cénsured the local officisls for neglect of duty.
Eenator Balley Again Secored for Fililuoter

Mr, White aloo wrote today to Senator Jooleh W, Bailey, ono of
the leadors in the filibustor agninat the Costigan-Tagner Bill, with
wiom thore has beon an acrimonious exchange of corruspondence recent-
1*. The Ward lynching and tho fact that participante in it are now
kmown is cited by Mr. White to Semator Baller ap further proof of the
fuct that lynching cammot be stopped without Federal action. "Do you
5t11l meintain," Mr, Whito asked Sonator Bailey, "that Federal aid
to honest stote, county and municipal officlale 1o unncoossary?®

ROOSEVELT SUPPLIED WITH
LOUISBURG LYNCHING FACTS

New York, Aug. 28.- Calling nttention to the fact that Senntor
Joolah W, Balley, B momber of hio party and & loador in the filibuster
againgt tho unntigm-nnﬁnar bill, hae throatened that he will fil1i-
buster against the Costipan-Wezner anti-lynching bill whenever 1% is
brought up, President Ropcevelt wao today suppli;:rd by the H.A.A.0.P,
wit? {haagnctn of the lynching of Govan ilard et LowiDburg, W.C.,
on July 30,

The Preaident is asked by Waltor Whito, Seorotary of the
W.A.A.C,P, "what eteps you no Prosidont and your ndminietration will
toke in the next oesoicn of thoe Sevonty-fourth Congress to insurc a
vote upon the Cootlran-Uazner bi11," !

HOUSTON HAMMERS BAILEY ON LYNCIING

New York, Aur, 30,— Inquiring "whoethor there are any oircun-—
otances whatgoever undar which North Cerolina will take motieon apainot
B lyncher" Charleg H. Houston, Speoinl Counnel of tho N.A.A4.C.F. today
forrarded to Sonator Jooiah W. _ Bplloy, one of the loadesrs in the
Iilibuster against tho Cootigai-Wagnor Fill, & report fron North Car-
olina of the refusnl of officinls to nnok for the roturn of a lyncher
who, troubled by his conscicnco, offered to rotum: to etand trial,

Tho roport, which 10 exnfimed in & newo item in tho High Point
(¥.0.) Egi&mﬂu of Auguet 19th, tello of the roceipt by Carterot
county ociflctzo of a letter from A. F. Taylor, now of Cortez, Florida,
in which Taylor otated that he had participated in a 1ynching at
Boaufort (N.0.) thirty-five years ago. Taylor nosorted that ho had
bocome religious and was being t:nﬁlnd by his comogilonce., He vol—
untesred te roturn for triml and punioknent if officors wanted hin.
According to the North Carolina paper the officers "decided it wac
useloss to accept hio cffert, .

The man lynched wan Loulis Patrick who was ohot and hangoed for
the allogod slay! of Elijah Wooks, a merchant,

It 10 the Asoocintion'o intontion to offor no guarter to the
filibusters agginet the Cootigan—Fammor anti-lynching bill, It :
EWW“‘ to wago & rolentless warfare of exposurc upon thoso recpondi-
J%:tfg{unlngntmkim of the bill in the soooion of Comrrecs which hao
god, .
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My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt: |

Thank you very much for your nice letter of the
léth. I do hope very much that the appointment with the
President can be arranged. If you can let me know a few
days in advice I will be grateful so that I may be able
to get the persons we want to confer with the President
to arrange thelr schedules accordingly.

I knew you would be amezed at Senator Bailey's
correspondence. Incldentally, no action has been taken,
so far as we have been able to learn, about the lynchers
of Govan Ward, whose names were supplied to the Governar
and to the Solicitor General of North Carolina. The
newupagarn of the state have been demanding sctlon saying
that the supplying of the names of the lynchers and the
evidence agalnst them has put North Carolina on the spot.
These newspapers, however, are equally unanimous in pre-
dicting that absolutely nothing will be done. We shall see.

I am transmitting to Mr. Hayes the information con-
talned in your letter about the fifth or sixth of January.

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Huusavelt.

Hyde Park,

New York.

Wni CTF

How da your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Aasi-Lynching Bill?

EMDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AYENUE, NEW YORK

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 5T, LOLIES, MO, Juse 25 - 30, 1935




September 23, 1930.

My dear Mr, White:

Mrs, Roosevelt asks mo to express
her appresilation of your thoughtfulness in
ssnding her a eopy of “"Black Reconstruetion,”
by W. E. Burghardt Du Bois, end to thank you
for it.

She antioipgtes reading i1t with

groeat pleasurae,

Very s incerely yours,

gecrotary to
Mra. Roosevelt.

| )
| Mr, Walter White '
Natiocnal Assoglation for the
Advangensot of Colored Poople
88 Fifth Avenue
Hew York
New York
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elst
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Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt: \

Under separate cover I am aundin% Fau
& uug{ of James Weldon Johnson's book, SAINT PuTuk
KELATES AN INCIDENT OF THE HeSUhhwCT1ON LAY. 1
think you would enjoy the title poem, "The Greatest
of These 1s War", and one or two other poems es-
pecially. i

Ever sincerdly,

"_ Secretary.

Mrs: Eleanor Hoosevelt
Warm Springs,
Georgla.

wWwiCTF

How da your Senators and Congressmen stawd on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?
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How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?
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My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
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CHamLES H. HausToM
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1 think you may be interested in seelng

the enclosed copy of letter we have today sent to

Ever sinnte%, [
I
k

Senator Borah.

Mra. Eleanor HRoosevelt

Warm Springs,
Georgla.

WwiCTF

Secretary.

ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AYEMUE, HEW YORK



NATIONAL ABBOCIATIUN ¥OH THe ALVANCEMENL OFf COLOREL PHOPLE
69 Fifth Avenue - New York City :

November
2end
1228

Hon., William E. Borah
United Btates Eenator
ksghlngten, L. C,

Lear Senator Borahi

In view of the numerous current nesspaper reports of the
03sibllity of your pecoming & liepublicsn c ndidate for
resident in 1916, and Leécudae you i ve nol yet deniled that
the proffer of the nouinetion will be unccceptable to yau, we

are sddressing this opey letior to you on .ehulf of twelve
willion Americen Negro-s ¢ne of meny whits sm.ric.ns vwho cre
deeply concerned with the alirming incresse ia lynchings in
the United Stutes, -

On Moy lst,f

dencte what 1s

305, you celivered on tne rloor of tue

il jancndad to have teen the death olow
©£¢ el thet sesslon of Lhe Longress of
E0~TE gn ti-lynching bill. Your speech on that
&s fundementelly the seme cs thot shich you ‘
in Se ber, 1988, when wnother filibuster, led by
.68 which hed the wmarat lyncning records,
~trecking the Dyer wnti-lynching bill, Lou,

h the somewhet dubious honmor of huving been the

executioner of two cistinctly hopeful ovpiortunities to pass
federal legislstion which would have siven government aic, us
in the case of kidnapping, to stute suthorities to Etamp out
this odious evil,

In your speech on kay lst you aeclured, among other
things, that ",.,.if this kind of bill can be peseed wnd sus-
talned by the Supreme Court we huve utterly ennihilsted «ll
State scvereignty; we hLuve broken down ttete lineas complete-
ly." Later on you declared "I ugliave w@ cen only huve a
great Federszl Uniom by having great individusl sovereign
States, end that shen the latter are cestioyed we mey heve a
hnpublic in nume, but we will no longer h.ve o hepubliec in
fuctesi. There can be no such thing &5 & Federal hepuclie
unless the Stetes &t home preserve their rights es sovereign
States to the sxteat to which the Constitution has defined



#c - Hon, willism b. bHorsh ; Movember 2%, 1928,

Lthes,"® 2

In the sbstract these &re very pretty sentiments, 1t is well
enough to telk ebout stetes' "rights®; but we ssk you, Senstor dorah, I
to traln that legsl mind of yours, 1! you «ill, on sLetes' "wrongas"
which have been perpetrated since you dealt the mortsl blow to efforts
to stop lynching. &lnce May lst, fourtoun persons h.ve been done to -
death by mobs in the Uniged Liites. You hive twlked much wnd often
sbout leaving the freventivn of such bestlsl crimes cou Lhe punl shiment
of lynchers to the steles. Let us exemlne concretsly how the stales
niucie most of the lynchings ocuvurred hieVe done their wuty. Oa July
S0tk Jovan Ward, known to be luswne, was put to deeth ia open daylight
on the streete of Loulsburg, Horth Carolina, .y a wob which made mo
efforts to conceal its identity, & rew of the stule suthoritles, we
believe with great sincerity, stteupiue to punisii the lynchers. They
#el'@ unsucosssful, Lven when thls -ssoelstlon sent & white North
Cevolinlen to Loulsburg snc he secured the nimes cnd information &-
geinst nine of the lyncners, these nine have a?t aven been arrested,
Lizsugh the inforuwstion concernlng them wes supplied Lo the North
Cerolinas sutnorities oo kugusl E£8th. :

Quly & few days &ago, on Jovember lEth, Lwo boys, fifteen and
sixlecn yeers of sge, .espectlively, were kllled Uy u mob in (olorado
county, Texas, lnstead ol atievaptlag te uphold the lew wilch he had
tiken 2 solemn oath to enforce, Lue Lounty Attoiney openly anc un-
ashemedly declarad the lynchings -t be "the will ol the people” .nd
he &nd hls otier fellow officlels have indicuted in no uncertain
Leras that tney will do nothlug whetewsr to punish the wob which hes
lyncaed not only twoe voys wubl tye mafesty of the lzw as well,

the utter fullecy of uapnndip on gtite esction in certiln states
was cdrametically exposed U the istent lynching at vhite ilufl,
lennessee, on Wovemier <th, eher§ members of the mob took the deputy
siieriff's gun, ueed it in putiing thelr vicilm to desth end then
leughingly returgeld the weepon to the cogulescent officer who is
quoted as remuri ng "thaey sll seem to be havine & goou tima®,

\ /

Cefore me uQ\E urite is & photograph of & lyached flgure hsoging
from & tree in Floride. Tue vouy 1= thet of the men lyached 2t fort
kauderdals on July 19th. srounc the pendent iigure stand twelve
persons, ten of them well uressed, neat, clesn anc iniellicent white
glrls ranglog in ege from four to ten or eleven years. OUn the faces
of these youngsters, now &l thelr most impressionsble e£ge, is mirrored
wingled horror, fascinetlon und exeitement.

Lo you feel proud of your hendiwork, Senstor sorsn? iné does it
ulsturb your consclence even Lo the slightest extent that there is
Lthe possibility that nsd the Costlgan-wagner blll Lesn passed last May
Ehls lynching and thet of thirteen others might not hive occurred, snd
irrepareble damage might not heve been done to the minds and souls of
these chilaren of tender years?

It will be idle speculation on the part of yourself or snyone
ulse to sey, 45 you did on the [loor of the ~engte laat May lst, that
you do not think a federul vill will stop lynching., Perhaps it won't
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prevent all lynchings., But it 1t meterlslly dec:écsce the number of
those crimes, should not &ll decent people give It o lLriael?

forget, ir you will, thet most of the vietims o!f lynching mobs
velong to & reoe which hses sulfered for three centuries lrom slavery
and race prejudice. lgnore the physicel sufferlng sna the angulsh of
the victim &= he 1s stabbed, stringled or slowly rossted to cewth.
Think instead of the great harm thal ls dore lo Lhose who perpetrite
such sediastic crimes and to the Jo00d nsme sna wellielng of Amevice,
Meny Amoricans today are slarmed at the tendencles toward Faesclsm oe-
ing made manifest in our country. UWegroes todey supply mast of the
victims of lynching mobe; but who knows but thsot on & bloody Lomorrow
other swericans whose skins sre white may not ¢leo furnish living
ssorifices to the gods of ricial, politicsl or otner prejudices?

e

Many Hegroes, benator bBorah, live in pivobtal s:iuies like Xlssourd,
Illinols, Indisne, Kentucky, Pennsylvenle, Ohio cnd otner stotes shere
Nagroes vote and thair votes sre counted, In mfny o! these ststes Lhe
Negro vote holds the balance o/ power in sny nanuwal clection. These
voters znd others genmerally, including many whilte imericsans, sant to
know if you will egain in the comlng session of ConJress desl the
apstssin's blow to efforts for fader:sl lezisletipn tpulnst & crluoe
which hes taken more than fivs thousaud victims during the lust forty=-
five yoers wond for which crimes thero hsydq been convictions in less
tusn one-helf of one parcant of thq_caa:gj Ihera arae meny hmericans,
uJenztor Horah, who no longer belléya in the sincerity of mambers of the
Senate who forget stetes' rights vwhen such i1ssuss =3 prehipvitlon ure
being alscunsed out who wrup cooul themgelvea the neotle of "consti-
tutionallity" when the lives of humsn beings are texen oy lawless aobs,

i ]
) tver alncerely,

&

1
¢

/r : . (81gned) Walter White
K i becretary.

a1 LIF
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Hon. Harry B Davia

Detrode

Han, Tra W, Jayns
Hen, Frank Murphy You probably saw Senator Borah's reply to my

Wilkiasm Alies, White 1131.:1:.!&.\1'i copy of which 1 sent you on November £2nd.
Mo Yark You will perhaps be interested in the enclosed copy

e Titebene o Bish .
v, # of letter which 1 sent him yesterday.

Mits i,
Fachel Davie Du Bl
Lawia 8 Gemnett 1 have been invited to the opening of First
Dr. W ims  Houses next Wednesaay, and will be at the luncheon at
Hon, Herbert . Lehmun whichgou are to speak. If you can pgare a few
Luey B, Mawn minutey while you are in New York 1 should like to

Ll

talk with you about a number of matters.

Hem, Charles E. Tosey ‘{g, 11' I- %

Willam Wl . o8t :
Dr. Louls T Weight 0 i Ever sincerely,
Norihamplon, Mass, L X i
D, Willlam Allan Hellson 1 11 o
Philsdalphia i | ( !
b

Tasdore Mariin : \
Tepaka ; \
Honm, Arthier Capper \. B l!' Sacreturﬁr.
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62 Fifth avenuc - New Yoirk City

November =&, looh

Hon. william E. borah
cenate 0ffice dullding
%ashington, L. C.

Lear ccenator Borahpy

k1

1l am in receipt of your letter of Hoveamber IL3rd.

#ill you permlt me Lo sey thot if you think ay letter
of November £ind extrsordinary, may I similerly churscterize
your reply? i

Our netional government is = pitiful snc lapo:ent
structure indesed if Lhe dcudening hand of lexsli:zm fravents
it from taking &ny cction whatever against £ crim= like
lynching, If it be true, &s you declure, that, first, you
are horrified and opposed to lymehingy =econd, that the
Congress 1s without power to lagislate cyguinst this evil;
and, thira, that federal nction iz possiuvle only by an
amendment to the Constitution, mey re csie why 1t 45 that
you have never introducee a re¢soliition for suen en cmenc-
ment? ¢ N\ -

P i 5

You Iurther declane tnat,bhu have often expressed by
word and by act your oppositiéd to znc horror of lynching.
Inls assoclatlign Ha®s kebt Tor twenty-six years .s complete
records &s it could of the lynching industry. EBut ses:ch of
those records fails tg\reveal either cction or uttersnce Ly
yourself agaipst lynching, excepl upon the occssions of the
filibusters i R 1§55 when you allied yourselfl to
defeat the Dyer-and Yostigan-magner oills with such utter
reactionaries &s Senators Ellison +, ~mith of ©outh Carelins,
Cole vleass of the same stale, Heflin of ilibema, tailey of
North Carolina, ana Harrison of Missiszippi-- ali states with
very baa lynching records.

In order that our files may be complete we will Eppre-
clate your giving us the facts on the &cts or words ugun
other occusions which you have put forth sgsinst lync ing.

tver sincerely,

(signza) “alter #hite
cEcratary.

WRIClF
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Mrs. KL Sr Hoosevelt - if [
The hh‘agﬁﬂuusa r

Wwashington, D. C.
My dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

Each year the N.A.A,C.P. issues Christmas
Seals to sid in ralsing sdditional funds for
carrying on its tremendous program. The sesls
this year were designed by Richmond Barthk,
young Negro artist-sculptor, two of whose pieces
have been purchased by the Whitney Huseum of Bew
York City.

Beczuse of your interest in the work of the
hssocistion, we have taken the liberty of enclosing
$5 worth of seals for your use. We do hope that
you will enjoy using them. knclosed find return
envelop for your convenience in sending check.

Very sincerely yours,

special Assistént to the Secretary

Jed s eel
Enc.
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My dear lﬁ. Roosevelt:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

o —
WALTER WHITE BICHETARY
Ror WiLkius
ABRISTANT SECHETART
WiLLIAM PickEss
DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES
Daisy E LamwPin
FIELD SECRETARY
CHanLEs H. HousTtol
SPICIAL COUNBEL

Juamita E Jacksom
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
SECRETARY

e

I thought you would be interested in

seelng the enclosed copy of letter we wrote to-

day to Governor Talmadge of Mr. Johm Kirby.

Ever sincerely,

12

Bﬂcretarjr.'}

Mrs. Eleanor Roogevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Wi CTF

Hew da your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?
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