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October 5 , 1939 

IJ:f dear IJrs . Tho:npson: 

ROf W"'-1-.l WI 
.u tusu-• t IU•n•n 

u no' '"-' cauu 
C•u t u M, Houn o• 
TIII II .. OOO loiUI MA\\ 

" I(IA\ (0\11111\ 

WUI-1'• f'"ICtlll l 
et. lCIO. 01 1 ' 1."-C-1111 

O.ust ( , U • rn• 
nne u uu.u• 

[. ' u ouu: Mou ow ~ 
.. .. ~(li COOIDtH4 f0' 

GlOi tl .. lhU .PIU. J • 
r••~tellf • •• • •t • ouow 

Thank you tor your let~or or 

September 25. 

We understand . And i f we ar e 

suooessful in raising the runds tor the 

pro ject ~nd should publish the pamphlets 

we will send Urs . Roosevel~ copi es as 

~bey ere published . 

!ver 

Urs. Melvina c. Thompson 
Secre~ary to ~rs. Roosevelt 
The White House 
Wash i ngton, D. c. 

I'M: RR 

1 
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TIL&I'HONih ALGONQUIN ... 3 15151 

October 
&th 

1939 

!l(y dear ~iss 'I'llonpson: 

AoT W•u••• 
UIIIT,I,IIil U CUUU 

IOilOI . fHf (tllll 

CHA.f.,U H. HOU UOJI 
l 11UIG0011 N41SMA U . 

171(11l. COUMtU. 

W IH I•W ,IC:UNI 
OU!lC.OfOt OP 1 -&NCM U 

Ol!l'r [ . l•w,lltlf 
rtll.D uc•n••• 

( , f'ICOUIC MOU OW 
IUHC:PI cooaouruot 

Gro11Ca 8. MUIIPMf, J t , 
'VIU(Itf ANO r .IIOIIOUOiol 

I have taken up immediately wit h our 
Fhi l ndelphin Branch for investi gation t he letter 
to ll.rs . Roosevelt of .5ept eNber 26th from Mrs. 
Henr y Trossnten of Phi ladelphia which you sent 
me- on October ' 3d. As soon as we receive a 
repor t f r o!!l our Branch l will · 1\Ti te y'ou again . 

i~at ~s. Trossrnan charges ~ay be true . 
fut we heve had so many instances of expl oitation 
of domestic ,·;orl:ers that I prefer reservine j udt;­
ment unti l we check on the charges·. 

l:.ver sinterel y , 

\ I -t. / ~ ~ . ..._ n .. ·~ 
( 
\ .. ..... l 

Secretary. 

Ui ss l .. ulvina C. 'l'hompson 
Secretary t o L;rs . Roosevel t 
1'he ',/hi te House 
1.!ashint;tonJ D. c . 

\ ,'\'/ :CTF 
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THE WHITE HOUSE \I 
WASHINGTON \~ 

1/2/'aO 

::. n. 

You rhoulll not ncccp t n 

plPoe r.s n m~mbor of t!1ln u·o•rp 

but I suu;e n t thn t you n ak t h e 

Attorney GenerAl to look lnto t !11o 

whole CAGe lf lt le ponnl ble to 

smell out Any lntorntntc no tlvl t·1 

or c rreot ln the orl:!le . 

r. o. n. 

' l ,. (" 1/ 



, 

1amo.ry ~. 1940 

; 

Wy d&t<r Wr. \·,hi hi 

I do oot t lu nlc , it would be wi n 
tor me t o {;1 ve ~ 011110 u e apoooor to the 
report you sent mu , ao I think thi¥ io ono 
roquaot 1 "boll bavo to rutuoe , 

I tu:1 givinG your lett or to t be 
1\t t ornoy o .. noral. 

Llr . l.ult.:r ·.;hI tv 
6~ - 5tt. 
:!YO 

Very sincoNl,v youra , 

~ J4,_ ·( ... ' ,, 
I (.) 0 



,_ .., fiOKAl 0,1«.1-' 

.... , ... , 
J L II#IIIU.U 

,.~. ..... ~ ., , ...... . 
D• Lo"'' f W•14wl 

'11<1 ......... " 

~=:~~,Ht::•,-:~:::, 
~~!·t,•J:~a· ~·c~~~. 
'11'1, JOall UIIU HO\ti U 
"''•IIUt 0 , \10\011 

"•"'l"w '"" ""'~· , i;~"J'O• rown1. 
a~~~~: G .. t::~~~~.LL ... 

IIUI\IU'II 
IIIUI 'i'IMIU (hiiUJIOio 

llUAIW (,II' UUUM.'n!U 

u\Ja.ll- ac, 
I'Wl•IW,..._ 
~ . ., ... ,.. ...... . 
.,. ........... .u.. ....... .._ --

... , ... "' ... ...,.,. .. t'OM¥J-rtaa 
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T I"'-'I "'OI'ol" A LOONCIUifiO 4 • a881 

(X((UtiYf g,-.CII.I 

u c.• t ' ' '' 

-.o, " " · ··· ue_,.,,.., atcnt~o•• 

•ono' '"' u"'' 
C10 11•\.U H. NOUIIO~ 
h\l~ooo M• " *u" 

.,tel&\. CC>i lo\11. 

W IUf,UI P'l(•tll•· 
OIUCfOII 01 I I.UC'I,U 

D•ttt 1;; , U III , C!II riiLCI U C.IfUI 

L f"U OII\IC NOUO'II 
l U ll Cit C.OOIOII!o\IO• 

G1o• u I , W\II,IIt , JII , 
rUI~ ICIU' U 1. r • 0 11 011010 

llh', Jo\ MU H, f!IOI!IIIOio 
•C:IUI. 'fOI.IJIII ~ICC lOll 

Jonuory 
5th 

1940 /uu 
IJy deer Urs. !looaevelt : 

I think , undor the eirenostnnces , 
your decision la wise . 

In the swne mai l with your lotter 
comes one fro:n tho Vic1.1 I' resident • s cl erl:, 
copy of which nnd of zly reply hre enclosed. 

Cord1nl~y,~ . 

'-- rkk_ 
Secrete.ry • 

.,a.,~;~o,u li. ....... ,._ Ht• Ywla, Cll*"-•• 
.....,.. ~>T. wua .. 
........ ,.r..w;, WUiofr .A.C..._ 
._._ 1..-•l•T, ..,...,. 

\JIIa"-'-"'·~·· T. u Hoiu., 
""-"'-• • ......... 0. .,. .. ,""" 

...... .,. IL MH"-
t:r~.to ...... 
~~·lit. ............ 
·-'-•lll• 
»· .. -· \\te., 
M .. II .. M, 01•1•, 
~'•"'u-.-r-
1'\•-. \ .. r ll 

WI!It_,ll .... IIUot 
• o . ...o~a1 
'L'twoMul. (hUll til, Jr, 
Ul\lll rl~• W, " .. ,,.... 
U .. IJ ('I IIrr~ 
tlklfl~t~~A .. 'll• o .. tl.r 
,., -'IIU•"""'' lo!IM>t 
U~; ... f1'1', ~.., 
MOI'Tloll .. C~ 
Ar\ltltr tlll rfltW Uatt ................... 
ktr\ ;c, U--'1'(' lt-M•,...•A 
\_, ... ,.. ......... ~ 
1-'nwl• ..,..., • .. _ ........ . 
,_ .... ...u. 
*lolkaTik._...... 
\'rtl-"- lol. MM4 ... 

~=~:::-
.~- ....... J,, ,_ ... ""'_ 
....... &..~ 

~:rs . ;;;1eenor 11oosovel t 
The \",ni'te House 
\tashington, D. c. 

~.'\: :CTP 
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H.\ TIOH.AI. OFFICU$ , 

,IUi lOU!f 
J. [ . .......... .~~ 

, .. , I .IIUPI or lltl I O.UO 

0 1. L0\111 T w••••n 
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l..ooo!Je1 .. n...lflt 

T CLCI"HOH .. ALOOJOOUII'I A- ~81 1 

January 
5th 

1940 

'f.Jy dear J.!rs . !loosevelt : 

U tC.IH C.C\IIIU~ 

W !Lt1411 11'1t ,_ f l0f l 
Ol~ttto• o' •uwcwu 

O•tn ~. t.A III PIC IIOI 
" ll·O ncur~n 

r .. f a tOIIIIC loiOI~OW 
.UIIC:K COOIOIIOIAIOI 

GI OU;t 8. M\IIPHt, J I . 
r UUICIU 411 0 t iii OIII OHOM 

lhY.JA III U H, ROIIMIOfll 
.ICTIIII TO Uf)l OUCCIO. 

/uu 
I t hink, under the clrcwlstances , 

your dec ision is wise. 

In the same me.il ·:11th your lettel' 
comes one fro:n the Vice !' resi dent • s c l erl; , 
copy of which end of my r epl y bre enclosed . 

Cord:y,~ 

Mrs . Eleenor Roosevel t 
The \',bite House 
r;ashington, D. C. 

\n'l: CTF 

Secrete.ry. 

f:HDOftlt D 11 THl NA TIOHo\\. INPOIUlATIOH I UIIIU.U, Z I S fO UIII'fH u ·IHlll. HlW 't'OfUC. 



• 

' 

"'" "" ,id ... 'r.ashington 

J anua.ry 2 , 1940 

l.:r. ',,'alter \.ihi to, 
!:ixty Nine Fi ftiJ .i.v~nue 
New York City, H. Y. 

'I 

L!y dear i.r , ~lhi te : \ 

· I t is useless for oe t~ :~f~r\ our teleeram ot 

today t o Lr , Gnt·ner; s ince I -Jollow, 11_nd I thoueht you e nd 

c.ll others kne>~, t htit be,~))not 
/, 

that he makes . <._\// 
eni}ige on any s tntenent 

•. 
• I 
\( 
··.'. 

' -

.- '•".,." Ve ry t ruly you rs, _;<>-·)) ~ 
) \~:::~>' 
J) 

(~igned) Louis Friday 
Cler k to t he Vice Presiden t 

~ .... ..... 

.. 



!l:.TIOl\J.L 

'I 
.;sJOClh'•'lO!I t'On Tl1I: ;.. ov;J:CC:.EJlT OF C OLO:l£0 :PLO:..'Ll:: 

G9 Fifth Avenue - l!ew Yorl( 

, 

Jcuwary 
lit h 

111( 0 

l b<.Ve ;rour l 11t.t.or • Junuliry ~nd deoliJcina 
~" c·crur l• '/ t.elegr,.;., t.o n<lr l n "hiuJ, J. ru:;ueMt-,.cl, on l;osholf ot Jlegro N':TI."t" l clforr:u\loll tts to 
''het}JUl' o1· not · · ~" • l.i r .1uolu :.ocrouu ln !&xuo ond other ~out.horn , no"' tLl'l ed fro.. ll" •'t lclpa-
t.lon l:t ao-oul led tic '·''1 t o p~·luQrl\lo , ,;hen the 
Vice l r"al de nt o tho hopo ~t.ut tho lllt O :'..o.J :>-
or .. tlo •·t·oulcleutl l~ldat.to would be auloo~ed 1n 
Jlurty convon~lons o 1llnrles ln •··hloh nll :kl •. ooruts 
\IOUlcl pcn·U~;!!l~ '- I .. , \ 

uo\.·8 ur u1.ctc. .cut. t.l.ot . . r . ~.ut·ncr h:.-.a a 
r ul" , .;ul r unllil'. u.; upon any otutl). » :lt tl.ut ho 
c.t.koa, It uld , ,>our t.o us tho.t tl.!a 1u or.e exoep-
t.lotl · h , ,lnoly Wld prCil'i tc.uly rcul-.o ~1noo 
\It ~ t.lOII V ilok <luula •ltot, thO nu tLUL' Of Ob9 .. r VGfl0 11 or n-ob10!110.UC& or Lho l:onati tutlon guurant.leo t llnt a <.~ue.llt d o 1 then• ahould no t bo l.orro~cl on bccowlt o , Aoe, )I od. or color tra;., vot.lne • 

. -­' - --·' 

~s. l..oula Jr1doy 

-Vor 1J1uuuruly , 

(Signed) .:e.l ter '.;bl t.e 
J (h.:r«)t dl"/ . 

l:loorlo: to ~L• V1oo l'r .. a1c1u nt 
i't,fl 'l lc10 !'ru"1 clti nt.' o ..:t ...... bur 
.. .. ~hlnnton , ll, " · 
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!,1ra. P.oose,vol t. aa.tta • • to " cknowltdt:t 

your letter or J-.nuary 29, together •1 tb 1 ta 

!lr. Allor "'' t.-
69 Firth 4vonue 
It• York, N.Y. 

Ve-ry a incerel.)r youra, 

S•crotu)l to 
¥rt. . RooAovel t 

0 
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Mn t Wcl111 l n•u•• 
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l•o• AIUIIII I ~U 
Oa. W.t.l.lU Gut C• • l l' 
tll•O' Jo .. a A, GIIM 
l't fYt. JOM II H n U _l ttoLaU 
~·lf\.Jt 0. Hv .. o• 
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1 1l41UI U 

NUT W•lf l O.NM"TCHI 
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~, ...... ,. ... , IMGA1. OOC" a:w 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
69 F II'TH A VENUE, N EW YORK 

T n .a ... HONat A\.eOHQUIH 4· ~811 

Oli<i<>l Or,...: 1M Cri•il 

Jenu.ory 29 
19 40 

Uy deur J.:rs . Roosevelt : 

U ICUTIVI O"IClltl 

Wt.\.t U W IIIU u cu u u 
ROt WU.CUII 

AUtflu t u can u t 
,.,,. .. ,.., u uu. 

Ctunu M. HMn o• 
1 fiiiUIOOO MUIIIIAL. ... 

" ICIAL COVIO:UL 

W llUA• .. ICIUI 
IIU ClOI ~ I AA.C·I-l 

D••n r.Lur••• 
'"'-- U ('U U.Il' 

.. , ... .... c ... ... . 
;- IUIICII CCXII OIW'lOI 

GtO .. I e.. Mll 'l'"'t, .1,., 
I'U. LtCif1 .... l'•o • ouOIII 

•••· .J• •ta H. ••~•to• 
AC:Ukl TOIIUt Cl lliCJOa 

You \till be interested 

in the enclonod ooTl;• of e roleose sent out by 

tl1e llution.ol Republic~n Cor.D':1ittee on the Anti -

Lynching Dill . I cull your J>urti culo r a tten­

tion to the llarlted porO(;r8J>hs on p:l(5e 2. 

J>ve1· s i ncerely , 

I 

LA~. ,-zf:;_,_: ___ 
"~ ... )I~ ............. c..a.-
·~ ......... ...... .._..,.,,c.-a. Wall• A. o.n.. 
...... lr• laT, o.r.11 
u'**r4- -.w.v., T . a. H11tw.r 
"'-'• '"" .. 0. ~--­........... ......,... ...... ..... .......,. .... 
,.,.._....,. & n. JillOa ·-­...... w. 
.....-.wo.. .. ....,.._ ...... 
h ...... ,._ -·"' 

--... -

~s. ~leenor Roosevelt 
The ',Illite !Jouoe 
. /oahint~ton , D. c . 

1.r.l: LO 
r,.,c, 

Secrotnry 
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Rti'UBLIOA" NATIO"'L COMJUT'I'I:t 
Publ1otty D1 .. '1tlon 

718 Jaokoon Plaoo0N . ~. 
Wathlng t on, D. • 

JanuarJ ll,l94Q/OP 32 ror releaat ln neve~pera 
on Tt~reday Januory 18, 19~ 
ftn4 Thcroarur . 

H&AvY REPUBLICAN SUPPORT 

PASS£S ANTI-LrNCHING BILL 

Congrou~aan At:t hur w. ~l1toholl, onl)' Color ed :~ombe r of Congroto At taoke OOP Stand--Coolur Hooda Thwar t Appn~nt Purpoae to Allcnnto Ropu'bllo&n Suppot·t-.. 8111 001)1 Through 
252 t o l)l . 

BY !:KMETT J, SCOTt 

W"ahln.gton, D. C. - Tho AnU•Lynchlng 8111 woe: tho tlrst 1tcts on the Cl\lon4Ar ln tl">O Houeo of Rosn•oacntatl'V'OI Monday J'onur.ry 8, r orcod thoro loat July by a b1- parttann vote ot 116 Ropubltenna, 99 no110or o.tt, ~ Progroeetvca, (l.nd. l Labo_ruo . 

A pouuon 410chnrg1ng t ho Kouao Rulot Com::~lt too from conaldorotlon ot the 9111 ha4 boon on tho Speaker•• table ror tour aontht, ~bore lt voa cftoot1Y411 bottled up on4 apparently dea4 . 
The Ant1•Lynch1ng 8111 nov und.or con t14oratlon , 1t moy bo voll t o atnto , ! an oonaol1dnt1on , by ll.fP'O&mont , or blllrJ ll)trod.uce4 1n tho Houeo r oapoot1Voly by Congrou1.:An Joaeph 1, On.VQ(;CLI\ , Ocooc rot, or tho 21st Now York Dletrlct. 4n4 CongroltaAn Hsailton Tlah, Rc­publlc~n, of the 26th Hew York Dllttlct . 
Tho Nat10nnl As aoclotlon for tho Adv~noomont of Colored Pooplo , nnd dotone o f other l tboral o rgcnl~n tlone, eupportcd tho bll\, ond hnve Kept lntor~tt 1n lt ~llvo by o4ucot1onol oocpnlgnl 1.n every aoctlon of tbo countr y. 

?he Oova;an-Plah 8111 ln tht Houao o.n4 tho ~ngner-Van Nu,ye­Cnpper 8 111 ln t M SeMt O eock tho ltuJo roood.loa propoflo4 by tho D.)'or 8111 t'l ret lntroducocl ln tho House by CongrcuoM L. c . Dyor , o Ropubllcon t roa Mtseourl, nnd pnoeo4 J anunry 28, 1922 , by a vote ot 2} l t o 119 . 

fho above roc1tal oloArly tn41cntoa thot the Antl-Lynchlns 5111 baa b1on eupporte4 by Ropubl1conl And Donocrotl al1ko 1n tho Hou1o and , ln tho Sonnto, Dnd by llboral oloaont e ot tho North nnd tho South. Ertortl htlvo boon Mdo to Koop tho quoatlon tron becootng a pnrt11on ono . 

!'b) dtb4U on tho oeoaurt ltartod "ondcy 1n tho COlt J)dc1flc vay ln connootl on v1 th tho Vote AI to v hothor tho Conalttoo on Ruloa should be dlachnrgod rron tu r thor oonotdor~tlon or tho roaol utlon. W'hon tho vote wo1 t nltan thoro woro 256 ayot nnd. 114 no.y1, l nnavorod • pro aent• , not vot1n& 52 . 149 Ropvblleon• . 104 Donoerate, 2 Frosrtlt lvea and l ADerlcAn Loborlto votod to tako up t~A blll. Agalnat 1t vero 111 Docoornt• and ) Ropubl1cnna . 
Congroeto.o.n ~"~.artln J . Xonno4y, o r Now Ycr>t, who oponod the dobato 'o tAto4 thftt Jockeon D~y 10 o noa t npproprlo to 4Qy t o dl acu11 eo laport ant a reeolutl on . Ar.Jrow Jnokaon, ho aa14 , woe o oourQQooua and t onr1o•• can. Ko urge4 that t~ pon4.1ng: blll bo cont14orcd 1n on atooephoro or go04-fellowahlp a.nd brotbcrhoo4, ond 1n a Q:t.lo, f'rlon41y and ~1apnae1onato eonnor. Ho part1oulorly oaphA1l ~od tho ract that t h.lro 11 nothing or aootlonal 1.r.1portonoo about ttjla blll. lt a1aply l opllQontt our deaooraoy to protoot olnor ltlol nga1nat ~ob low ~horovor 1t DA.Y bronk out, he 1&14. ' 
Alae~ ho ealle4 attont1on to tho t act that the Hatton 11 no~ warring on c r1o1 and t hat • tho only gn~ 1• G laok ot on Ant1-Lynoh1ng Btotute•. 

•Poaa th1t 1111•, ho aatd., • and lynching, t ho orloo o.&alntt deooornoy nn~ t oloranco vtll b~ aone ~lth tho wind.• 
Unhopplly , tho 4ob&tl dld not proco ad ln the ataoaphero 
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ch41longed by Mr . Konnody . Sootlonalt~ on4 bltter roorlnlnntor y an4 raelal ont-sonlaot entered lt . !caper• woro troyod . Socttonal aaottonal l ao vat to tho torotront ln oany ot tbo tpooo~t oado . 
I t reoatno4 tor ConKrOIIUM Art hur w. M1tcholl , Doaoor.lt, tho Qnl y Col ored koobor ot Oong r oae; t o hotly ohnrgo t ho Ro~ubl1onn Pnrty ~t th 1 t r ytnc to b uy bnok t ho Colored voto• l n auppOrtlng the 

J)OI'k~.\nt; Ant1-Lynof\1ng 8111 , Equally hot ro10ntcont tollovod thle •totdncnt by eovorfl.l Ropubllcant, lnclu~lfltt Jl\oproaentouvo 1\a!lllton FUh ot Nov York and RcpNtcntauvo hcDowoll Republlco..n of' Ponneylvnnto. Tho latter ocouto4 Mr . Mttoholl or tryln~ to cl1onato tho ftepubl tcnAt tron tho b111 1 t aupport, an' aa1ortod tnat 9S per oont . or hte Porty Collonauoa would vote tor 1t. 

Conuroetnan Ki tchell ' • epcceh voa ntoortodly i n au~port o r tho Bi ll. Hie polltlool ohnrgoa brousht 1nto tho ¢1scuae1on, hovov~r. t6nsonte calcu~tod to vrock lt, by 411onot1ng Ropubllcnn tu~port . 

Rcpu.bllOM Conaroeltlt.I.D J\obtlon or l ontuck.y po1nttC. Out thM:! 
•I~ 11 not a aattor of votot tor no . I hnvo practlcoll~ no C~lorod poc>plo 11'1 oy f.lttrlct . In one county 1n ny UU t rlot thoro has not l 1VCd a Color ed poraon tor rorty yocra . ~It 11 not ~quoot1on or pol.luoa . I )onnt to any to tho .!.lotlnc;ulthoQ Chn1roon of the CoODlttoo on tho Jud1c1l\ry . vo cnn ontcnAln honott convlc·uont en lorlal."tt1on 01 'tOll t"l tho son tloocn vho oppo10 th1a locUlat ton . l 1W h:lnoltlY 1n tnvor o r lt on! have been throuuh the 10N"t • • • • • 

•t bcllovo thlt oooauro 11 cunttltutl~ndl And thnt vo cu~bt to w1po cut rorQ:vcr th.U dark bl ct en our coun tr)', boonu1o Ar;IOrlott u tho wor s t oinnor or nny country tn the world ro r nur:.orinu pooplo by nob vlol onoo . Thoro la no oxouao tor lt . Thta lnv wlll etop lt . I thtnk lt u oonet1tut1onal, en.! I Just Gl oetrnoetly ll.l.,j)Ort 1t AI •\y ~ltlni;Ullho~ frlond tron 'i'CXI\8 (M.r . 8uauors) oppoiCI it• . 

ConcrotanAA Cl..cL.ronoo J . 8r~vn , Ropublloe.n ot Ohlo 4oclr.l"'d: •vo honr ouch or tho atr uaslo throut..hout tho world to nnlnttlin doooorncy , r rou tho llpa ot to~:~oo of thoao who oppoto t illt oo:~euro conoe nt o t her tlnoe t ho l ouO.oet prot cutntlone or bolla r 1n donoorl\oy . Lot DO aay, horo end nov, tt\ .. t lt (.oooc rt\OY 1a to continuo to avo throu;::;hout tt\o VOl"ld en\! h..:~ro in <:)\lr bolovoc". Ac.orl ol\ 1 thoto o r us who h:\Vo tho oblllty nn.i tho pOvor to ..:.o eo uu.1t soc to 
lt th.nt t!'lo full rir)\ta or tho woak and th.l 4'-'tonaolc;ee nrll e'l!ci)UI\rd­od en~ ~rotootod ncntnst tho vloloneo end tho ln;oloranoo ot t~o ttront-; on4. t :lO o1.,.hty• . 

Ooncrouoan Jaoca Soooonbo , koP\I'ol i on.n or Ohlo , otr.tod tll.Clt ho lntcndoc.\ to veto tor t ho 8111 na (l o.nttor or pr1no1~lo 1d th tho r oolln ; that lt 11 Abaolutoly oonatitutl~nnl nna nQt a onttor or tr)'lft.u to buy Myono 1e .. ·oto 0.1 1to.tc! by C!O'\,;NU'lt'~n iit tcholl . Ho nlto IA1! th""-t u.u 1s not o rl\cl.nl ctucauon . H:! quoto4. Con ;rca~n Mttcholl 1 s lottor to Joaoph Parvta or 26oo C~l~t Avonuo, Chica;o, aaytn thot ho ooul~ not tako up tho OAt tor ot soour1n~ a Job for hl'l wlt h tho 'WorK Proj oc te AOJJ1n1etrot1on unloea bo tlrtt ho.1 o l ot tor t roo hU Ward Co:J...Ll t toooon . 

"I thinK tl\ia la d quott1on or prlnolplo, nne I th1~~ thla 'botrtt.yl hU a1nc..1rltY 1n tryln..: to cU.1:.1 who u S:lntn Clnue r.n4 vho 11 not•, Con.·roeena.l\ Soccotibo ltl.1d, •t tn.vo tho ~~ ·hoet ro n.r:•. tor tho Colore~ r- co, an:. u 11 on tb..'\\ prlnol,,l~ t.t.!\t 1 1nton.' to vot.o tor t h la b111 . But lt GOJOnO ovet tnlkod a.~lnat n Jult b ill 1n boholt or tho Colorod pooplo 1 thon cortnlnly tho ~'1)ntlouan rro:.t Illlno1e ( Mr. t.Jitoholl} die. ;hu nfto rnocn. I thl nl': ho ahoultl hnvo 10:10 oxpl a.l nll\.,' to t\o to tho Wh1to pooplo at voll nt tho Colored people in hie 4 1atr1ot, nnt. to the poo~lo or thll Nntlon, at to tho contontt or thl• letter, where ho pLnye polltlce vlth tho nocoea\tlo• nn4 priVllc.;ot Of t 11 OOMtUUt nte• • 

?ho quoeUon nnturQlly orllca: Aro Con.;rou!lM Onvr~,)\n, Stn'\tor tin_ nor , Sonnto:- Von Nuy1 , ana tho lot+ Donocr ntl who euppor t.e4 t ho 8111, t ho ~nt1 onal Aatoo latl on ror tho Advcno..:~ucn~ of Colored Poollle , nn o r "nnl&Atlon ooat rnvor nbl o t o tho Now Doo.l, 11 try1n ; t o buy No~ro voto1• t o r t ho Dooooratlc l-'tLr ty A& ho chnrao• tho 149 Ropubllcona arc aook1nQ to do tor tbolr P~rtJ' 

Con,:r ou DAn Knnilton TUb or Hov York, awmoe up the 
Rtpt.abllcM o.ttltud.o vhon twt tO l d: • I vleh to rou e-r ato tor tho tak.o o t' tho rooor d t hnt I ~o not bol lovo t ho Colof'o' vot e 11 t'or ao.lo on t hl e rot or nl Anti-Lynohtnt; Bill or any o t N r ler;1slntlon an~ I do no t ''a nt c ny euoh 1opl1cnt1on t o bo o~r1o4 1n t ho Con;;ro111onol 



-' -
Rccor41 the 4;ontle&n !No llllnota (Kr. MUoholl) to tho contrAry notvltn.tandin~. It ~ on unjuat Gnd unrnlr rcflootlon on tho Colored poc~l~ or Aaor1cA. Yo on thll tldo are votlnc for thle lo 1elat1on booauao ~~ bollovo lt le rl. ht nnd oonatltu tlonal ond at ~ho londor or th l a tldo 1.n tho t1 ; ht I .-nnt ovory Ropu~l lca.n who 4oee not holuve thll bill 11 oonetltutl~nal to voto o~Ainat 1t. l oa abaolutoly con­Y1noo4 and 1 Mvo boon tor 20 ycare of tho conat1tut1onal1ty or thh typo or lo~ltlntlon , tho nood tor lt ""'tho rl ~ht of tho Nouro poopl o to nnvo lt . ThAt 11 whY wo oro colnb to tlcht tor thla Federal Antl-~ynohlna 8111 now And 1n tho ycnra to cooo untll lt 11 enaoto4 lnto lav •• len~ 01 thoro la ono lynchlnij 1n tht Un~od Stntoa of Acerlon• . 1 

t ho t1ncl voto on tho ::104\5\ll"O woa t o.~on Jtod.noaday, January lo-. !he 8111 po.aao4, 252 to 1}1. 1 tnbulAt1on ehova 1~0 Rcpu~11co.ne, 109 Dooocrfttt, 1 Aoor1csn Laborl'c and 2 Pro r~ae1v~• votod ror tho Dill , wh1lo 12} Dooocrnta , ~d only 3 RopubllCA~O oppoatd lt. 



February \, 1?40 

~rl) . Rt.O:Jt:vt·lt liaka l•te to .s<l, \1u~t it wa•Jld 

not bf! posoibl.e t or l•t r to do Lny •·u•·~ en UlT Jti.-eS 

llelclon Jobnaon 'le:~~o1·h.l Cor.ui t t eo, !r uu "'·"t t.o 

ur. Pl. ~.:r lint" 
if) PI ttb A'fonuo 
!low York 
M.Y. 

Vu-y ! iuc:e,~ly youro , 

Secret c~ry to 
llrs. Roosevd t 

• 
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JAMES WELDON JOHNSON MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
SI XTY- NIN E FI FTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 

c.~.,_ .. ......_,. 
THCOOOIIt. I'IOOf&V.LT 

H ONOIIA"V CoV,IIIWAA 
MON. P'1011tii..I .. O H, LA OUAI'IOIA 

TIOLtt.IU III.II 4 1<0 c;:,.,..,,. .... "' o,. •~•c:vuv• Co•u••n•• 
c:u :Hc: euc.c 

V IC&-CMAI II .. I)< 

S TCitL I NO A. •~tOWN 
NAttilY 1'. aultt.IIGM 
kL.joo~ Cit A. CAl'ITIUt 
W . C. HANO'f 
ROSAMOND .IOMNS-0,.. 
r; , GllOROa ~AYNC 
ARTHUR a . S l'INOAI'tN 
'AttL V AN YaCHTaH 

••e•"••• 
WALTI: III WHin 

Deer 1l.~o . RooGevel t 1 

January 26, 1940 
I 

Eve r sinoc Ja=oe Weldon Johnson's death tbero has been 
1 d constant and i ncreasing demand tor oomo suitable tri bute to his 

memory. So many plans have beon a~ggosted in various parts ot the 
coun t ry that a. group ot his cost intimate fr1ond.a ba•te been moot­
ing tor the purpose or devis i ng one upon lwhich all oould unite . 
As a r esul t ot these d1scuss1ona the pcroons whose na~es app ear 
on this l ette rhead haYe torme4 the Ja~co ~ald~n Iotnson ~emor1al 
Commi ttee and naVe prepared a l ist of dis t inguished Amorioana who 
wore AGaoei&ted wi th Yr. Johnson i n one or more of h1a ~aried ao­

t1v1 t.i&a und 'MhOm we nrc no N aQking to aorvo on o. Nat i onal Sponsori ng Committee. 

It i a propoSed to erect a aymbol i o otntue racing Central Park a t tho 
corner or Seventh Avonue and l lOth Street 1b New York City . UAyor La Guardia 
hao as ou rcd tho Co~i ttcc that the Ci ty or New York will supply the land without 
cost , which will r educe tho cost or the memorial considerably . 

Tho plo.n i s t or o. f i gure and pedestal about thirty feet high . On one 
aido ,of tho pedO:)ttt.l will boa. plo.oquo or l'-r. Johnson ' s hood and on the othe r 
aido tho f1t·at verso ot hi:s t!lfgnificent poom, 0 BLACA AliD tn!lOJOWN BA.Rl>S . The 
symbolic f igure utop ~be »edestal will be bas ed upon the p~em . 

'l'ho statue will be des igned by Rtchr=.ond Bart.he , the brill iant Nag1-o 
oculptor v.'hO was u f riend and prot..ogo or l.!.r. Johnoon. It ill o& tlll'ltl.ted tbo.t t ho 
total cob t will not exceed $20,000. Tbc Co~itteo f eels tha t such a etat uo , the 
rirst to be erecte-d in honor or a t:ogro in the City or Uew Yo rk and the first 
distinguished and impor tant public monuQcnt cr eated th rough Negro genius will 
serve the double purpose or being ~t onco ~n inspirat i on to colored peoplo and 
an education to r -hi t ea. 

It i s hoped that as many diff erent ind1vi dualB as poasiblo will contri ­
bute, includ ing ocbool children, so that each of thoso whoso l ives have been en­
riched by llr . Johnson ' s work during h1B life c;o.y ho.•Jo a po.rt in perpetuating his 

I memory. 

We sincerel y hope that you will no tify me that you will consent to 
eorve. Shoul4 inquiry be made to you by tho ao «iah1ng to par tic ipate through 
contributions, obooks may be made payable to Thoodore Roosevelt , Chai r man, or 

Oene,~uok~,- Treoaurer, ond sent to 69 Fif th Av;:;: ·.~j:.:~·::· ( 
1 

,6r. ' . "~ ( e--Ll ? " ~ ·~ I Jr· \ _,. ~ ~- - , >, -; \ . . . - . -'V~ . ~~ .• d~ • \,.! 
. ~'·• { tJ; Tf, ' .{ :t ;, 1 , ( t t ' 4 • • , Secretary 

Mrs. Eleanor RooseYolt 
Tho W'h.lto House, ) / 
Waohington , D. c. . u 

{.• 



JAMES W ELDON JOHNSON MEMORIAL COMMITIEE 

SIXTY· NINE FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N . Y. 

e•••- ­
THKOo1otu 1110011 \ln.T 

Ho~oo•••" ~: .... , .... ,. 
~H ,.,O .. nLO K LA OU4.014 

T••'"'·""'""" ·-C""'" .. "" O• 1•1cun .. 1 Ce .... l"."·" 
GKHI' IUC IIC 

Y ICC.C.ffAIII"" 

ln:JU,II<IO A.. IIIIOWN 

HAJIIIIIIT T IU,.LIIOH 
II.LMI£1it A, CAinllll 

w. C. H"-HOY 
lltOaAMONO JO.HNIOH 

C. G&OIIIOI r A'tNI 
AltTHUW l o .~ ... O AJitN 

C"-AL VAN VICHTI N 

lu:•n .. _. 
WALTI" W'KfTC 

.. 

I ; I 

February 19th 
1 9 ~ 0 

Miaa UBlv1na c. Thoopson 
Secretary to Mrs . Roosevelt 
Tha White House 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Miss Thompson: 

Thank you ror your letter saying that 
Mrs. Roosevelt will serve on t he Je.mes 
Weldon Johnson Memorial Sponsoring Comoli ttee. 
we, or course, wil l not expect bar to do 
any work, but we are delighted to beve the 
use or her nwne . 

WW: NP 
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!larch 18, 1940 

!let'.!' ur. White 1 

Mr~ . l'Oo3ev~1t wa8 aw<:.y lu~t .:e<>k u.nd l l 

norry you did no t buve c. rep~ to your latter cl 

lUrch ll. 1 t. 11U~ Ju•t coM to h.r .. thntion ucx>n 

Iter return \.<Alu_y. 

Vert Iince rely youre, 

Ur . l';tllter llbit.e 
69 tit'th .h'erue 
Me" York, N. Y, 

S.cretary to 
!lrd, lloo~eve1t 

, 

L ·' 
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;f .. , I , 

\, 

, 
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lly dear ~rrs . Roosevelt : 

UAIICII COO.OIIU.tOa 
GIOACII I ~l.latKt , Ja.f' 

ri.IILI( Ift &.liD IIIOIIOfiO,. 

Au·. J.t..I>IU H. Jto11wto11 
ACYIWI t0\11, OllllCTOII 

!'arch ll , 1<,; 40 

I trust that r ou d ta not object to the 
request I mado throu£h L'iss ThoLJpson dealing v1i th 
Governor Chandler , t~s . Connor anc the Anti-~JnChiOG 
Bill. 7.'hen I sec you I will tel l ·-ou more ot what 
lies beck of that request . 

I aoked Senator Van ruys •s ofrico to send 
you es soon ~ s tho:; corae froul the printer Pru·L I o f 
t he Heortn,:s on the Ant1 - Lynch1n- 111 in which you 
roill be interoste<.'. , I I now, particu1e.r1;r in Lhe 
testimony of tho Reverend Gresluunn t ormion , l'r • 
Ar thur Spin1_7,orn oncl Dean ','Jill 18m H. Hastie . Perhaps 
also you 1':111 bo 1nterented in the part or my 
test i ••any in 11h10h J attempted to po~nt out the 
unsoundness of a r rumonts co<~parinc· lynchinc in tho 
South with homicides i n metro!)olitnn nrens . 

I shell be back in \"iashin;;ton tomonow 
(Tuesday) for what •'e hope r:ll1 be the rtno.1 hef i'lncs 
on the Ant1-Lynch1n~ ~111 . 

If you 
either Tuo~doy or 
to talk with you . 

have a minute or t~o to ~po. re 
~le(nesdny I \lal 1d 111<e vory much 

Ever sincere y , jd) \......__..., - I ... -
rfJ ll l _ • · ' ·" -

JCr s . Elinor noose vel t 
The '.'/hi te House 
r:ashlnnton, o . c. 

''.'z : RR • 

Secretary 

f HDObiO ., TMI N.ATtOMAL I NrOitWAttON IUUAU. ))() WUT 42•D Slltt£T, IIIW TCNI~ 

u,., ANNl lt\l . O.'I,...I:UUI N( I •, P1111.AUI:II'ltiA, l•A.., jt 1Nii 1~·.!1 , I'Ju• 
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lly dear Lli ss Thonpson : 

,\ 
• 

AUIIU,WT ICCUUIIY 
cono•. twc c•utu 

CMUlU H. HOIIttOif 
l"u.~OOO MUS114U. 

SHCI4L C01111fU, 

W t U.1 4 M P IC.:.C.t 
OUU.( '" ., IIU(MU 

D•JtY L Ll.._,«.t • 
, ...... ••hnu• 

r. rnowc Mouc.-w 
U ,llf(,jjl CM .. UIUO. 

Gc:NU 8.. ..... . ~"' J • 
~I.I.UCIH 4110 UO. Ofi OII 

ltCY. J,u ou H ROIIIlltOOI 
~Ctiii'G ~O!il f ll OI IICCtot 

Thank you for your toleeruc or 

today. ;.1r . '.!alluoh nnd I \1111 'be at 20 

.l:.ost Uttt Street pror.1ptly a t s ix p . M. on 

Thursdey , L:nt•oh 2ls t . 

Lvcr sinb r 1~.·, 
"---"' . 1,;. 

Ltiss L.clvina 'l'honpson 
Zooretnry to L;rs . t leanor 
The 11111 te House 
',/ash1ng ton , D. c. 

Secro1:ar y . 

!'!oosevel t 

•-•• t...ftltblln.t •,,,/:CTF 

CNDORUD 1\' lHI NAfiOHAL INfOitMATION IUitiAU, .UO WU f 4bo STRil. NIW \'OMK 

ll .. t ANNtl,\1 ('(\NI IiUr-NC"I I, I11111 AiliTII1I IIA , I1A .. l tlNI! IX •. ' I. I•IU' 

I, 
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lla rcn 19, 1940 

t.ty oeu.r ur. 11 bit-o t 

Uru. hoonvelt tl tl..tO :oe- to tell you 

!.lr.-..t..l tor ll.'ht1A 
6'1 7trth Av.,.•u• 
Me• York 
• •• Y. 

Secret&r)' t. o 
Ur:h Roo ovol t. 
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Cd•l tt H, Hountlf 
TMijltOOOD ... .. ou. 

IPlCI.o.l COiiMUl 

'f/lli.IUOr~~:::: 01 ·-U C-IIU 

0"'" t- t.ur•u 
'IUD UI;IUUU 

( fUOUIC NOU OW 
UAIIICH C:OC.UIIJI.J!Ollt 

<inuc .._ *-••"'"· .J• rv•ucu t ·•~ r•elllOt~ 

Al'f J uou H Ra• IWI>O« 
A(llllfC Tltlltfl DIU .trOoll 

l !HO (Dictated !.:Urc!o .1,1) 

:;y deer !.Ira . Roosevelt: I 

You wi ll be interested in t he enclosed 
letter from a prollinent llet:;l'o phys iclo.n of Charles­
ton , South Col'olino , abou t t he attitude or Covernor 
;~nybank who wrote to Senator /.shurat asking per­
nlission to tcatiry nclii nst tha onti-lynohins bill. 

'!.'hen I wos i n Charleston two :reors uso I 
was told that 11hen l.lr . :Jaybnnk ~<as a condirla t e for 
I>oyor o f Chorlenton i n 1930 he had t'ladO the statenent 
t hat: 

"\.'hen I a.., elected lliccers will hove to e~t 
tUggers booeuse that is all the rood they 
will cot since I "ill fire the, rron every 
job in Charleston. • 

This \las the 1 t aM on "hich I was tryinc to check with 
Dr . Purvi s • 

This o r course , is for rour conr ldentilll in­
forrlation, thoueh 1! you want to sho11 i t to the Presi­
dent o r anyonu oloo you are nt libert )' to do so , 
purticularly since it =erers to the Proai den t . 

l.lrs . Eleanor flooaovelt 
The \'1111 te llouse 
\iashington, D. C. 

\•,\:: CTF 

~:ver 

st;~a....___-
Sooret ery . • 

~U1 I"OOASIO IT tHI IIIAliO.M . .U INf"OR.NATION IUIIJIAU, »0 WUl 4Lu s1 a1:0, Ntw TOll" 

Jh1 ANl'PAI ( t)NFI!Rr;NCH .. I'IIII.AUA fliiiA. rA •• jl fNC IK.!f. I'JII' 
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·o.1. ooo.urn1n, or 52 1onaon 
"J/6/40 

Doo.r !.r . .. h1tot 

1 ... G. PUHVIS L U . D. 
Churleston, ~ . c. 

Your lotter reached t~e o.n hour aeo end I hCiotcn n reply. I dlcl. not know t hat you hnd noc!o ony request, lono.lly, until the Rev. !Jr. l!urhoa o.lr nailed n~ on l!ondll,7 cornlns. 

First-- La.ot ovc-nlnfl' o Evoninr, iioot carri es the otatC!'lent thot Cov. l:nybnnk has no tit'loc! tho Cornltteo that ho will not appear but will stand on the rcoent resolution of tho Southern Covernors . 
I doubt that you will find nnythint. in print like the stotenent you mentioned, !4cybo.nk ie too a otuto o. pollticiM to eJ.low such stotoraonts to nppenr in print . I!owevor, he ls not nbovo noki!lR thon. He is rabidly o.nti-llosro by inheritance. we shall ever ueet I will tell you tho historico.l =r os to his or lie cones fron the ahetts end they nre doge . 

In his first co.::wnlen for rw.yor ver the radio , I want my whito friends to !:now that I will ,...,..._.,,...thing t p.lve nny llocro a sup-port. .At his table, oo I wee t :'lllde tho atate:-!ent-- I hevo the ni f:6or where 1 tlo.nt hio , now. e.ken ever y job ewo.y !rom llesroes that wl!i te poople will have. brouS}lt t housands or the oraokers rron Virg1n1o.1 AJ.abruna , Ceorela ~·lorida into Charleston 8j1d they s ot C."\J)loynem; in pro!ero o Negro end looal white • 
.. b en the President harleeton, the first tl11o , a public appearance \183 urrance ounds or the Citadel . 'l'l\e white ;:>ublic was infor·1ed, u er1ents, through the llews & Courior. No urrongonont 1·:ns ~de ~~~rrrec!. ll~ slater, l.tro. Louis e Bell, celled hlr: up u sd ,.; f o.ny, arronge..,ent hod been nede for colo:-ed people. lis re y \\us, "I bovo not given the:-~ a thought . 
He four)lt Orphnnnee one! , after the death or the Rev , D. J , Jonkino o c ottinc lt out or town by tnkina over tho bu1lcl.i!l£S and ore , new onoe on the Jenkins ram at Lincoln Pnrl: . In the exchange the Orpho.naco hao ~een, clearl y , robbed , Beroro the death or Rev . Jc~~ins, and after he hod lost the first atte~t to cot rid Of tho inetitut.lon, he 9UI'ltiOned Rev , Jenklno to his orflca, There he showod bin o l etter fron a northern whl te \':onnn a sJ:ing about the worthiness or ~he lnatl tution; ~hat nho desired to c1ako a noney contr 1-butlon. l!e oold , no<~ Jonklno I wrote this lady und told her that o.ny :".ono:r sont you would bo 11oll s;:>cnt and that you oro worthy or nn:r halp she nay care to rivo you. You soo that you huve ny synpatl\y hut I DO IlO!' !lAVE A DILlE FOR YOU . 

Uaybnnk hnu ~oen vory carorul not to lot unythlnc ap pear in print ;,ou].d' hu:rt'·hlo drag ln ~.aahincton ('lith tho 1' res1dent) . 

1 reo.Uzo that the abovo infor,:otion is very thin. Yot it no.y sorvo t o trnp him throush r1ueotlon and answer, 

In ::ty husto to c ot this to you 1 havo JU!!lbled it, quite , but trust 
;~~tb;tc!l~1~~1Rna~ulr f ft:¥~r~ot0~e~~0~oanl~~8b~o.sftBB!fts~thet&&i\ &reat doubt that any has appeared. Sinoarely, 

Augustus G. Purvis , U. D. 

' 



!lr , llalter •bite 
69 F!tth Avenue 
llew rorlr. 
ll . y. 

'· / (/(/ 

iJarch 19, 1940 

i!ra. Roosovelt will be in clew York Wedneoday e,nd Thuredny. Could 
see you and :1r . ll'allach 20 E#~ t l l th S t reet f or f i fteen tn1nut es 
at ' 6'c00 p.m. on Thur•day , 

!tal vina Thot:apson 
Secret-.ry to Mr~ . Roosevelt 

• 
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L:y dear !Irs. Rooseva1 t : 

C~dtU H. Hou•to• 
flltli SOO. 'WAQM,U..L 

IHCJAL CO~IIlUL 

Wii.LI 411 'IC-•tae 
OIIISCIOII Of' U .. IIIC.ItU 

0 41U ( , b llt• t• 
' 111-DICUI.'IUY 

l 'uouu: Mouow 
llllhC" COO IIOI.AlOJt 

GC:OUC I, MIIJ, ItT, Jll . 
,111 \ 1 ~ 11'1 AHO tiiOMOliOJt 

ltt't. )4111U H ltOIIHIOM 
-'CliH. lOVTII OIUClOA 

JJarch 15 , 1940 

I tried to cet in touch t:i th you th1.s 
v;eek in r:aahincton but found you <:ore to be ...... , 
until ~onday, the 18th. 

There are one or tv:o matters I 11ant to 
discuss with you, about •hich I v:oulcl rather not 
v1r1te , \:ou1d it be poss1bl6 f or ;·ou to aee t.e 
any t 1rre next Hodnesdoy or Thur sdo;- , the Zvtb or 
21st? And may I br1nr. with me n . Sidney \lnllach 
of the American Jewish Com.'ni. ttee 1·:ith •.;hom I have 
been worl<ina on oortnin nl£ltLors such as the 
treotment of domestic worlte rs, r:h1c h we both want 
to tnllt over with you? 

~<ondey 
·::111 :IOU be c ood onoucl/1 to r:1ro me on 

which day you can see L"~~>~ 

Ever sincere ··, ( 
\ ~/ '. ~. . \ ~ ) 

t:rs . Eleanor Rooseve1 t 
The \'.'hi te House 
Washtn£'tOn, o . C. 

r.'.'.' : RR 

l ..... a.:J,J.,.... . ~.: 
secretary 

P . S . - If Tuesday woultl suit you bo tter 
I coul d cor.lG down t~.nt •s.y . - ·:r.v 

!' 1-- ) 
/ /' 

(' ( .. 
JJ ~· •' / ~"'! 

./- \ ~· p.V'' / ·. 
J r 

t:lfOORSID n TWI NAT.ONAL INro••Atf~ a UUAU. ))0 WUT .U• t $TitfH. NIW YOI• 

ll..t ANNlfAI CUNI1!MfiNrr1.. I'IIII.Af)l.l.PUIA. J•A .• Jl ll"llt llC.! I, 111111 
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• •rch 26, 1940 

I •i>O•• 1<> Ula Prull!ont Lbout the 
,ueat lcc> cr "'" flllbuat<.or . He do .. r.o• t 1>1"" 1l 
wo be t.n~e, but. h.o.: no .-av· ot b•ln& cert.do . 

f~ry elo~ertly )cure, 

JU• !falter 111Ute 
I:FJ i'i!th Avenue 
NYC 

.. ( 

/uo 
' 

0 
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Uy dear Urs . Roosevel t : 

l 

.UI.IUliU nu.nu r 
Ulfot.. fU U UU 

( ..... u H 140iil ttO. 
TttYI ... IiiA ..... A~r. .,u,..._ c.ou•tu 
WII,U o\1111 PIUUt 

OIUUOe Cl l 'rllCIIh 

Oatn I. UM'"' ' " 
rtU.O ltUUAIY 

( , I'UOUIC. MOIIIIOW 
111411C.It C.OOIOUIATOI 

Gcout 1 Mu1r~u, J•. 
,UIU(I1T IIHO 1101-'tOfi OI-'i 

ftf,y, J.Ut. l H AOIINIOM 
A(fiNO YOIIftl 0 11\UfOe 

' I 

I neglected to give you 14r. Sidney walllll:h's 
address wbon wo talked the other day. You can write 
him either st t he American Jewish Cocmit t eo, ~6 Fourth 
Avenue , or o.t his ho~>e address which is 145 'lest 8oth 
Street, should you prefer that any of the inquiries you 
might wish to make of him not be sent throuch the 
office of the American Jewish Commi ttee. 

Both he and I enjoyed tremendous ly the talk 
wi th you and your eon J1Cllll1e . 

Anothor thins I forgot was t his: I have 
been told by 8 nunber of persons in \18Shill6tOn who 
should know what they are talking about that opponents 
or the ant i-lynohiog bill e re 1.-orried by the fact that 
they \lill not have Senator Borah to help them and also 
by the s tate of Senator Connally ' s h6al th. I ao further 
told that they ere trying to get Senator Claude Pepper 
to l ead the filibuster . I ep loath to beli~e this 
because ot cy regard for Senator Pepper, particularly 
following a to1k which he end J.:r. Charles H. Houston 
and I had two years ago. Do you t hink there is any 
foundation tor tear t hat Senator Peppor m81 do this? 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
The White House 
1'/aahiogton, D. C. 

l/W:CTF 

I 
Ever sincireJ.r, ( ) • 

1
' _, ., lJ~!i:i:Ch:· ~ ..__ 

Secretary. 

t ,.OOUtO I Y THI NAtiONAL IHr o••ATIOH I UIIAV. UO WUf 42'-'iD SU'UT, NlW 'fQ4tl( 

lh1 ANNI f;\1 CONI n t P•-trr:, I~ Ill AflFif•lt l \ . PA .• Jl INF uc: ~ '· l•lftl 
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1940 '~· 

tly dear Mrs . Roosevelt : ~v 
There 1a a very important ma~ter ~ • 

>' which I ahould like to discuss with you.~ .~ 

Will you be good enough to let me know ¥~ ~ 
you could see me some t i me Thursday or 

during the afternoon or Friday, of this 

week? 

I would appreciate your sending 

your answer, i f convenient , by the bearer of 

t h1a note . 

• ~· ~~~ :tel:=. 
~., ... , .............. ·-·...-.... ......... ~ ......... " ... ....._ .... x..._....,,._ so- ,...,. 

WIUW. F. 0111 
t. O. VCI(J IU 
n-... t.. Or'lllllll, Jr, 
4,;IIUIMW, ........... u.•o..,,_ 
4a6"-A.~ .. .._.._ 
::::::cc• 
ArU~•o..r..M..._,.. 

~~',f~ ,_...._, ,.,.,,,_ ............ ,. 
01•&11• tL ., ..... . 
.,.,. . ..... u ..... .. ,._, .. .,_ . .. _ .. ,..,.,. 
wm .... ,. . ........... 
ca.a.-.x. ....... 
IW...,..P:~ 

~~ .. ar.,.~:=-Jr. 
;;;o;;L_ 

.. 1 .......... ..,... ._.. .......... 

._. .. , 

Mrs. Eleanor Rooaeve~t 
20 East llth Str eet 
New York City 

..? N 
I 

Ill 

\ 
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l..h.> . t.l.J:...!Iut• J,oot!.,.Vi:.l.T . 

Wlll l.~ ln Wu~hlngton r-otno rt·ow , Tu"s~ay, to tht•ce o 1clo<'l •• 

Could you :!Ou nlt.J to1· f i ve mlt1Ut u6 on lmJ)OJ•t~tnt IJ'.Att~r·r 

advl au "''' '" Hus t1e , 1221 Pa1r•111ont Strt!et, llor:hw~at, 1/,,shlngton . 

' I 
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(Dictated ;.pril 2aa) 

~y dear !.irs . :1oosevelt : 

~:~=~~HN~~~~~~~ 
I,..( IAt. COUirtl rL 

W lt,UA'I PIUt ltl 
OIIUCIOII Or IIIIAifCIIU 

0 AII'r t . lA.rllilt 
riCLO U CUt AA1 

r. ' rroorc Nouow 
lkA'ICtl COCUJJf.AT CJt 

GtOIIOt 9 . NvlPtf1, JJI. 
tt.II UCit1 AltO PltOMOtiO)I 

RIY, J .\toi U H, RetHitO.II 
ACIUr(Q YOUtll Ol ltlCfOI 

I )0-, c 

I l houc ht you would be i nterested 

in sceine the enc l osed copy or corruspondence 

bet"een .Senator !3arkl ey ond ourselves •.dth 
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li!II'F-D STATRS SEIIA'!'l! 
Conrerenoo or tbo 1!4Jor1ty 

April 22, 1910 

l.!r. 'ldtor ll'bUo, Seoretnry 
!1at1onol Aesocl a.tion tor the Ad'ru!ICOcent ot Colored Poople 

69 Fifth Avonue 
tlow York City 

Your rocont lutters concornlac tbo &ntl - lynehlns bill, on4 domondine to 

know when it ~111 be tekoa up in thu Secato , ~ere recc!•~d . 

Your first l attor to IIU , dated April 2, was ~o ropl•at with lnexellsabl~ 

Qf6stato~nts thut T Colt, and still reel, consid~rable rcsentrAnt at its 

euntents. 1 ... how<lJ t t to Sonatora t!aener u.n·i Vent:u:rs . t"' '!.!10.11 I learnod 

you aa.ot eo~iea . Both of tham relt t.htl.t thu l etttr ?'.'60 unru1r end . in r.umB 

ot its t..Jaerttona , r.ltbout tNt sl1chtost roundatton . 

! hove lllwu.ys uhown you and your oreon ization thu utw;st cour-tday . I hav~ 

... leo badn enttruly fro.nk mth you in ull lit' dise,\os1onG o: t..,io le;-islo.t1oa. 

'.'lbeu I labor.ld througll a 31X >~eek:s rtllbuoter In t~u la.Jt . Con::ress , 11Uik!11,3 

nery possible orror~ ~o brl nc the Ant i - Lynchlnc ~ ill to " vo h , you 

woro 4utto f'L..,iU~r nlth tho : ttu:J.tioo ~,1 cqr<:soctd yo·,r e;proetatton 

~or tha Yrf"rts 11h lch I had made. 

rthfln y¢\1 'Wl'Ot& no :~ o.,~r-111 ~ut~s c.co. a skti'C t"d \t'\ott.eT I thoucht it 

rould bQ possible to secul"d tht! hdopt1on o~ thf) clot•J:-..t ru'a on t his 

meuau.ro, I WTOto :fi>U trunkly t 'lut T d.ld not think co. You ropllcJ 

tho.t :f;.lU 'Wtll"'e d1aappo1nted hut }ou cH d not eontrov~rt t h) st&torr.ont 

which I had cade to you o~ tho ~!tuutton. 

tutor you wl'Oto HJ th~t you t.Ould t-.o in :·ruah1ncton on c. eu 't'taln d.ly t n 

the futuro anJ would lllw to uo .,, , I l arned lilt o r t~" ~ y.:>u had 

eo.llcJ by tho office but t bct t t"tUO e1 t~er ln ~orr. it t o.: <ilr on t'lo 

F)oor or tha Svnoto , but I dtd not lonrn tt.ls until t~·> tollo·.nnc d.~. 

I hee.rol nothtnc turt,·or fro:t~ yo•1 'mtn 70ur letttJl" of Aprll 2 YIIG ra ... 

cat ved. 
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Therefore, flihin you at a.to in tnta letter tbut y..1a h ... J beon tr;tn:: 
~•er st ace laat nove.aber to eonter 1:1 th oe "bout tlll& :-tJ..1$lll'.J ;.JlJ 
that I ho.d rut\J:Je4 to ace you rec:crdl f\" t t • :rou sto.tod t:'1•at was un­
tt"'J8 a nil tihbt you knew t:aa ,untrue v;,ca you cQ.id St. Yo11 kn.m tl"kt 

~on.:ress aol.J.ont'nod on tho Jt"d du:r or rlov .nb•r and t..~u t ! l't:...!l: not ln 
7iaDh1n,zton unti l J'u.nu~.or-:,· , when tho prl.lo"nt. .:uasolon bec~r.. Yon n'Ud$ 
no ot!'ort to oeo m.3 durinc the r5oass o!" c..,n:r ess w~.J :ron ~~-la no otrort 
to e.ae r..a unti l tho oc~oD1on to :-.'1\Jnh I hi.IVIJ ulruud·· '!.'vf'O':"t'CJ , •.:l"on t h.iO 

no~ 1n t~o otrtcu . 

F-o.~;-tl':err..or .... 'J.:JU ..~t:.&tttd thot I 'h:ll-5 r<Jo""u.l64 t.o o.>xult ~1tl1 .:·Jt • .1tor Wao»;er 
ooneerntn; this C".a~aure. Tlds s tb.t c.....,,nt it: .. ~ r!dt~ul:>u.J. ~:I"Jd basel••• 
t}"t..b.t :1:0 ona out .. 1d·l u.n 1n.ao.n~ c.:-~·lun \10tJl4 boUev"' 1 t . w:lj !'Q O"!.O tvbo b..t.d 

::.rq r~card ror t n1th • .,,.u .:...!<• 1 t . 

I huTa $<.~un :unutor t1u.,jtor proetteully ..;1'.Jl"f d..cy ~:hc.n ~ ho !.:o~n.Atu 'hi.\J 

boon in Juaa!or' unJ I.Lloo in !"req,u"nt : . .Jt:ions o"" rc:":11 ~ t\lc v" rl!tr.~ WI! b.rll 

both n:.oMoru . '.1 ... tallc t'ret.uantly ... h..l··• nL>t t .,!'T o ~ lo,::1s'l..:.tioo ponJtn: bo­
rora t tc o::~,.n-to t..rJ1 b.J!"ot"u hi!: r.orr:·11tt?I)S . ~I.!~.J.t.ot- '.';.i '''!U"I' :1• 't "r ut W\/ 
t1nP. t olrl y.;11 Ol' t n t.tl" .... t\Jd to yYil th .. t T h ... rt :.•~J':"u:;u~.l t..~ Clh:~Nu .. t.'lr unt1-
lyuch1n.::: bill \.itl" tl\nf r or !lUC~ c a t:..t.,~ont l"'lUlcl '.t..v_ bocn ,,1•Jtly u"1Lru1 

unJ I h~v ... tov hirh u r cc:..rd ro= hln to bol1o'1o r.,r u :-.or ·n"!1 t''~ t "J \''OUl i 
be 011ltr ~ ... So) : rorus a N1sstat~l!nt . 

t dtd .. ,:,a t'J O\'on SnltlaUYa. dtseuJ:~ t ,.,to bill \.tth 1-.tr: t.o.JV..':":ll ~:u<ll:s b.>tord 
it 'ltas r•porteJ b;,• thl.) S.Jnatc,l)or.r.Jtt .. o , '-t \1'\!c~ tt·.e ho e't::·-..~~kt tt.c ho_;,e 
tt'ut tho Coa.tttoo n tctt tDrk .-:nt t1 c:ot..~;ror:1~ol t~.:...t -:o ... 1: t. V.l .::~-.o c'"'~c:\l 

or r-u.s.= ... ::.t. ! :s!l;lNd t.,~~ bopJ. ~t. r ... tl.Jt:i cue o~ ~!.. ... c-1..:.::1!-'!;): . 

";.!·en t!.c btll ·.·toJ. ... t'\I)IOl"'tu.! ~,~.r.~ plu(:ud on t'h Cu!.rr:U-t':. :~· .• J_:·~ .:...:..:~ , I 

o;unt to ... .. J.-tVl' .. ~tul'.J t , C '"'u1 t"::!W. of t llo :'fud il· J u r:. ..:ot~-..: t tc ' , c.r.:. t..:~ .. .! 
t-.h: •.-;l"..o,t ~H- t.l ... u \'ll.i.O ubout th.., bill ' o <;On:J l t.! -.lrr..tLou . ;•_ t utd rn t I '·li.l .. 

• tot the ·co:.w it h.u.~ ' t~ 111 nor thouctrt tl<tul ur. 'rroJ•1, wo .:o bo 1-o .::J t~ tW!L 
lt up unt il ~to1• ot!-.t~· l lr!p.Jrt.CI!t lll1 1 r.t t.:..:JUi.lt")' 1 JC1 dutton \ J:..U <lS :.;.r-o ~·d 

of , !'or t~~ r~ 4aca .. t bu.t . ·h ... I.VJt r th1~ r;e L..U\l:0'-1 1£ t.rJ.'a ut- c.!: ... ~ 1':. t· h t1. !t.t.. s~ , 

no ::.:..ttt. r hJt: Ul 'L.t..tJ't, t;r..)Uld CO!"l•J to u. atop U1J tt~ ..:'--'··:~: ~·oulll "l:a~ tt.J~-.lf 

1n tl"t; li!dat ot &DOtt.or rtl1l:u:-tc.r, .. h1t:h 110ul, bu r~ ... ~ l'~;.~ 1.tublu ut tL1a 
U~. S .. O&t<,r Vk.."'\IoU)'B , \;!.o t s Cla..ii'!.:.:J1 u:" Hu !lub- :::.C-.s::tt:.::"' t.!.t ... !. hd ,.~"" ... ·.:.c 
or thJt bill , eo~1r: .•. ul t, 1& statt:!'.t.r.t. uc t..;. \1.,. n~U tu··c o• t' v =~.::.;_jttuv . 

tn a. r~c ... nt .:outoreaou 11ltb h.i:;a lrt.o r~.;lt;,;\1.4\c.:J th~.;.t 1t r. .... :~ not tl.t.. t. l ... h o:' tt~ 
C~tttct~ lo l.ct1'u tl.u Ant1 - Lynch1n.; 1::111 tn~ ... r~ .... r ... \.1 t t ~~1 -1" l c1 )~~~ ... :: t' -t 
r:utSt bo EDucl~,;d btJroro tJ1Jo Conert~ns uljourn~ , hut ~.,_ ... ··"'"::: • l,::.. 1 .. .-.;l:...!.~t!o~ 
ts d!.:..~o&'-d or , uu eotrort r.ould i....ll-.lu t~ \.t·l~ up t'"..J --.1t! -!..,L~..:.t1l :".(' :all. 
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In odd! t1on ~o )·O\U' untruthfUl ltHor, YOll eauood to be pul>lhhec! In tbc "Lou! s­
Ylllo Detendur" , "colored ne•zapapur, pu.bl1ohod ln toulev1ll e , !<)' ., o t:ront-puco 
article .. ith boleor hea<ll1neo across th6 poco~or.ent thut I was holdlce 
up o ~ote on tbta bi ll , t hat I wo.a opposed tc It , thut aver s i nou l ast llovc•~bo.t 
I hod r efused to uont•r with yyu cr Scnutor 'Nu('11or ul>out It , and r epeattr:s one! 
tlll(!yi!Yi oe tbu • t • t omonta you &od r.ade In YOilr lottor to "" · 

You knew lihon :YOU aunt thi.s JDialntot•fbtion to t •.e "I.ou!:n-1llr.. D~J!endcrl'f tbb.t lt 
'"'" "holly untrue , end you d id 1 t tor tte delll>oruto and nalleloue pu rpo•o ot doeo!Yin:; tt.e reudora ot t het paper and wilrully J:dorepresoutill(; ~., . You die! t t 
ror tho purpo.se ot atteltt!>tinc t o build c f i r u under ro by so1• t ot local 1nt!J:lldution 
und i n order to ~o tl•1s you uore rooponsi ble for the publlcutloo in tho.t pepor or 
stl.tomeots tho.t wore -.1thout tho ol i~;hte•t fo11.lldat1on t r. ract . T !1111 oondi.:r to 
that DOWlJP8per a COpy Of t his letter to you iJI Or40r thut itu ll'lblishors any £Ot 
tt.e trutl: , 

In rrrJ letter to yo., or J'anuory :ll , 1940, I etatod tl<.~>t 1UY att!tudo to\;e.rd this lee-1•­
la~ion ho.d not chanced since it wu under consldorat1o two yours eco and t~ot I 
hud no reqsoo to auppose tl'at it \\OUl d cho.nce who n t he bill com.;a up a,:uin, but you 
wore wi lllnc tn 1nupira t he ro.lao otat.,.n t ln that ne\·1spupe •• th.t I v:os not only 
opposed to the bill but was bloekiDC its coo.si doro.tion . 

Aa ror tho newepe.per quotatioru whtcb you tnelo4o4 in j"our lctt.l:' to rv . I nvYer 
auw troa anU an not reGponstblo tor the~. 

I 11111 uno.ble to c ivo y~n o.ny turormotion a$ Lo when tt.o unt.i-lyncLin:: bill ;1l ll bo 
te.ken up in tl:o Scno. te . I ts opon oors are thorourhl}' convorsnn t. with tha s l l.U4ti<>n 
1c t~o Seoo.te and t~oy did not tool tbo.t 1t should be taken ujl ut a time whon 
othor important lej71alut1ou tbat can po.ss 18 awoltin.:; t~~ Senoto•s consi deration , 
end tl.us practically trtop trc loaislatlve proeou. For \bey l<nJ , ju&t ao you 
kncm, tbut t bh bi ll eUIOot be brou;;ht to a ~oto WIthout clotcro .,nd tl:ey lalow, 
Ju•t os you lalou, tl.at 1t l s I.JIIpousil>le to obtlil n a two- ti.1Mio vote to Hr.~ It dc­
buto on this nucuure . 

So r~ a.s contere.nces e.ttu c9ncernod, I am eva U.o. ble and hov& been ovailablo at a.ny 
• und ell t i~tes to Sorwtor I'IQOler, Sennto r Vo.oiLUye o.nd Scouter Clltl'k, e lth 01hon ! 

eontorred on tto au~ject beroro it was Npol·t•4 rr""' tho Co=.lttoo, or •11 th any 
other SeOAtoro , including Senator Capper, who bea nover LantioMd tl:e aotl- lyoebtnc 
1Jill tc ...., since It has been borore t l.o United St.atos Sel'l:lto. Tltc• e sennto:-s «no>< 
tt.ot I h. vo never ror.oed to cU scue& o.ny le~;ialat lon tthen raquootod ond t l:ey l<oow 
t but on thi& portlculo~; l oe;i s l at!On I have taken tl.e 1nitiottvc in dlscu.:.elliS It dur!>£ 
tto pr esent uo usloo . '!'hey """ tborouchly f lllllll i ar w:lth t ho at tuu t lon in t he Serwto 
and are under no ol<l sene! e. a or e!.JI•loynent tho.t could requ !too t iM\ to 1n~ulro In statements utt urly Calee or reoort to tact1co utterly contenptlble . 

Youra truly, 

(51 !!'led ) Al.llU1 ;;, BiJ!nl.Y 
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COPY 

lion. J.lban w. Bf>.rkley 
~ajority Leader, United s tatf s onata 
1'/a.ehington, D. c. j 
Dear Sir: r---

I haTe read wi~~ll,1 your latter or April· 
22Ad. atoauaa of ortunoe to the oitizene ot the 
Unita4 States , I ewer it with equal trenkneas 
but ahall try to with less beat und tlinging ot 
ep1theta. 

,v:t;:t;J!Ill;e u he pointe you make aeriatim. 
letter to you or April 2n4 was •so 

aable miaatot80lent'e• that you teal 
ant 1a the tirat one on wh1oh I wish 

'";;!:t1~n greater rea01ntmont ie telt by a 
~ throughout the oountry at the manner 
a legislation tor yoara haa been kioked about 

te, A bandtul ot aonatora have i~poaed their 
he overwhelldine maJority of that body. \',ith 

~~~~~oaptione, the Majority has tlo.de no determined, 
uno ieing effort to diupo oe or t his bill by ae<lurine 
a vote on it and d1apoaing or it one way or the other, 
'l'llere is widespread raoent uant whioh la steadily c rowing 
at the apparent <lomplata failure or the Senate leadership 
to initiate or even contemplate the initiation or any 
4ater.ina4 ettort to aeoura aotion. Your latter of April 
28n4 eohoaa thia alil18 deteatiam and LJen1 teats not tha 
ali&htaat daterm1nation to put up any etteotiva reaiat­
anoa to tha obatruotioniata who, two yeara ago, tied up 
tha Sanata tor nearly aeTen weeks at a ooat to the 
~arioan taxpayer ot an eat~ate4 ~4&0,ooo. 

You oharae aiaatateaenta with reapaot to ettorte 
ma4a throu&h Senator ·.~egnar and d1reotly to obtain a 
oonter&DOB with 70U to tind out juat what you aa 
Wajor1ty Laadar ot tha senate propoae4 to do about 
getting a TOte on the ant1-lynoh1ng bill. Let•a look at 
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the record and aee wbkt the raota are . 

On October al , 1030 1 you Ylrote LUI that you did not · ll~l1eve cloture 
could be aeoured unci oteted you would be p,J.ad to d.iacu.ea this cetter 
wrtJf i.Jltereated 18nutora and :ae. I re!llied on llov001ber let udviaing 
you that I bad written to Senatore l. aaner, Vun 1-luye Wld Capper urging 
tbat a oontere11oe be urraneed w1 t h you during the ecning 11eek to 
determine what •otion ahould be tlllcen . 'l'hat oonterenoe wae not arranged 
beoauee, we pre•~• . you were tied up with tbo tight tor ~en~.ent ot 
t he Ueutrality .\ot durina the apaoi"l awaoion und \<blch , inoiclent ally , 
we retrainee! , unci uade publio our aotion , tron uretns concideration ot 
the allti - lynob1116 bill baoauae ot the ioportnnoe ot the r~aooure tor 
which the apeoial eoooion wae e allecl. 

On J anuuy lij , 1040 , I v.·roto you thut I <~ould bo i n l.oehlngton 
'l'huraday, .li'riday un4 ~uturday, January 18 , 10 unci 20 , und re4ueated an 
appointment with you . You replied on Junuary 0 asking ruc to uet in 
touch wi tb your attica . I telepLoJ>ed you on t uory lD und ugeln on 
January 20 but wu uniiUcoeaetul in gettins Wlj pointuent with you. 

~Y next atrort wae OJ> J anuary 31 w e you stating that I 
would aeain be in ·.:oahington on .:'ebru 8 and cl ast.d tor an oppoin t -
n ent, 't'o that letter I received no On l'o ory a and O£a1n on 
february .20 I telephoned your otti ottort t o ~aka &a o.ppoio~ent . 

1 telephoned you ug.tn on U an appoin~ent but waa uneuo-
ooootul. .!.gain , on lo!arob lith , I ~;r you tlu1\ I had uudo repe(ltod nt-
t~pta over thu lnat throe m to you but bad not boon able to 
do ao and l uskacl it you o e Maroh 7 or e. On ~oroh 13 you 
replied that you vore eor een i upossible tor me to eet in 
touch with you pllraoaally ou found it difficult to apend nuob 
t~e in your ottioe UAd ~e aecl tor ti.me tbot you hod no t been 
able to see me , I r d letter on lolarob 15 1ntoru1ng you ot 
Senator \. agner• • ion he, $enator Ynn lluys und I talk with 
you hod that be 4 t ry orranga euoh on oppoin~ent , 

On ~aroh 20 ~~~~·~~~ ouaatully, to wblca , 
I telophonod your ottioe, unauo-

Now aa to the ertorta ullde through !lenator \':aenar to oontor w1 th 
you . On Novlll:•bar lot I wrote bllll encloaing copy ot your letter to 111e 
ot October :lla~ in "hicb you expreoaed n willingneoa to t e.lk w1 th t he 
interested aen~ot9ra und l.tyselt nnd asked h1rn to arrungo the appointment , 
to wbioh he replhd that be would atte:opt to nul(e the uppointo~ent du1·ing 
the ,..ek ot Uove:uber la. On Dece:llber 1 5 I telecropbed !lonator llugner 
about the appoint:Jant which had not been ur rell6ed tor l•ovor..ber beoeuae 
or your absence trou lo allhington und Jenotor · .. "8ner roplled , thr ough hl a 
aeoretary, that be wca taking up u i th you the netttlr ot the ooutoranoe 
and would wire ue later in the day. ..baa no turtber word oe.ce " e 
ass~ed, ~hich •aauopt ion we loter found to be correct , tbnt w4nGtor 
\'/egnar hlicl uot been euooeutul . 

Attar the 1Ult1- lynchins bill hue! paa .. d the llouae and hearings h~d 
be en o~pletad bef or e the aenata Judiciary COI:lmittee , I telosruphed 

·-------------------------------------

,... 
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Senator .• osner , on ;..arch 27~ ll&lcine h1u to arrMga the oppointaent w1 tb 
you tor Uaroll eg lltben I WllS to be i ll lo aohington. J onator 11881ler tele­
graphed that IJecouae you were •tied up by urruugeJuent tor tl..ll 1uportent 
vote on P1ttuan w.1ondl:lent to ~·rada ;13re cant llill• conre enoe oould not 
be arranged. 1 

Again , 011 ,\pril 2, 1 wired !lenator \,aener obput tl1e appointwent 
and onoe woro , on April 15, aak1QH hi~ to take up ~1 th you the ~atter 
ot a oonterence. I n addition, there wer e several long-diatunce tole­
phone clllla ~o , ua ~ell a a conrerenoea in ~aebington with , ~enntor 
.. asner in .hicb tb1a a!IZ1a r equest wua coda. 

In tba light or tbia record we l eaTe it to nny iapartial obaerTar 
as to whether I baTe atatod anything that waa untrue when I declared 
that I hod ba ton t r ying ai.noe lullt lloV814ber to oontor w1 th you 11bout 
thia meaaure ond bud not be on oblo to do eo. You, youroelt, have em­
pl oyed an unt ortu1111te oboioo ot words "hen you chores• wo wi tb saying 
that you bad •retuaed" to eeo me und ~·ben you .(!.&sort, thorerora, that 
1 had "atatad wbnt was untrue una what you len waa untrue "hen you said 
it,!' . I hav.a at no time said that you r etuaod so8 u e but inatoad have 
said that I bad be•n unable to aoe you a ad no t boon able to 
arrange a oon t dronoe with you or to get 1te coaniunent trom you 
os to preoieoly What you wera to ing to o ty Leader i n gettitlg 
a vote on the anti-lynchi.ng bill. ~ 

At tbis point 1 wish to uolc rt ly ole&! that my ropoated re -
quests v;ere no t duo to fillY desire apass upon your t.IJJe but solely 
to aaoertain juat bow uuoh ottort y lunned to put forth to uooure a 
vote on t ho bill uo that I 1 oo report accurately t o those 
interested in the bill wha ne o do . Inoidentolly, you ud::1i t 
in your lettor ot April 2 u are still unable, a t this late 
date in the session, to & information as to .:hen the anti-
lynching bi ll will be toke a ~~nete. 

You ure likew that 1 had stated that 
you •bad retuaed with J onator :.oener concernina t hia ~.oellBure• . 

Suoh a statauent elf or nnyone oleo would bo both wpid and 
r i diculoua. llow w tho content ot all the convereationo you 
and Senator .. ngner , in the light o r the conBtWit contacts be-
t ween youreelvea? I o instead atated that J enotor lo aansr hnd been 
unable to arrange the conference auaseated by you o r the intoreeted 
senator a und ..;yeelt, und tha taot that no euoh moe~ina had been arrun;:;ed 
ia ull tbo anawer that any i ntolligont person needs. 

Aa to your atata~ent that you diaouaaed the anti - lyAching bill wit~ 
Senator \o agner .. Teral we aka bot oro it wee r eported by the Senate Com­
lil1 ttee Wld that he at tbat twa axpreaaed t be hope thot ·•the Cex>W. ttea 
would work out u oca>pra:Uaa that would have •=• obuoe o t paeaa.ge • , we 
buve no knowledae ot any auob cocpraaiee being augg, ated by Senator 
•·aen• r or BllY o ther aponaor ot the bill. llor do w hcve o.t~y intoruotion 
about Senator Van .. ,. • •• stat e=ent that the Camwit teo did not wieb ~be 
anti- lynching bill to inter fere with nny other lesialation that uuat ba 
enaotad bet ore the Congrua edjourna "but that "ben thia leeialat1on ia 
diapoaad ot an attort would be made (to) bring up the bllti-lynobi ng 
bill•. Support era ot thia bill know that i t tile anti-lynohing bill ia 

• 
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not oallad up until the verr end or the oeoaion cany or the senator• 
will not atay in ~aahington to try to got it passed beoauoe they will 
be Oti,(!&r to eat bW&y to their pu.rty conventions . ~'hie "oulcl pl.,­
clireotly into tbe huncla or the fillbuatorero wnd would preotioolly 
insure nnotber nuooeaetul !il~buutor ugainat this legl slct1on. 

• Aa tor tiH• story in the ,;pril 13th i seue of the Louisville De render , 
I enoloae oopy or our preu releo.oe or ;.pril 5th tilld ouk you to 'Point 
out ony aingle 1naoourooy in it. You will note that in it we !J.UOte the 
interview uppeuina in the tlew York Herlild-'l'ribune ot l AJ>ril let, \\blob 
we quoted to you in our letter of Apr{ i 2nd, in wbioh the etoteoant is 
made tbat .men you ~>t~re •usked "llhen the controvorlliel cnti-lynohine 
bill would caoo up, Senator Uarklay uvoided t he question wi t h o laughing 
oounter-queet.ion to hie i nterr osotor. ..:Xtruneous intoruation hoe 1 t 
that eYury utl.eJcpt will b& uedo to a14etrocl< thu bill. ... the sooner 
Conareu oc!Journa the leee tho llkolihood will be thot the bill will 
bave to bto taken up by t be .:ooneto". 

In t hat atory we stated what was obaolu t y truo-- necely , t bat 
you had declined to oocci t yourself in &ny ta on ~• to ~hen the bill 
would be taken up . 1:111 you be cood eno t oint out to ua ,.'hero 
there ia any "Uidntonation• in tbie e .\a tor your oberge 
that thle atlit&>lent was eont ou t "tor e and ualicioue pur-
poaa ot deoeivina the roodera ot th 1· und w tully tll.erepresenting 
a e•, auob b cborss is unrow1ded on • 'ihrough our "oekly press 
aervioe , tb1·ough oQillwwUOiitlona eo of tllia ~"sooidtioo w1d to 
ohuroh, lnbor aud other orgonizat o u.ra ><orki~ !Ol' enootmont or 
tbe anti-lynohina 1>111 , ,.., lcaep tho ntereeted supplied 11ith the "eeO:-
to-watik p r ogrbu& ot this rund lo lo t ion. It supplying thia 
intor~ation iu to be lnte yo s un utteupt •to build u fire 
under me by aort of looul on" , then we ow1 ilo uothil!G to pre-
vent your harboring any a o :.o have supplied the faota to 
those interested tbrou~ou er und will continue to do eo . And 
einoe you state that ar g to tbo Loui&ville !Jel'endar copy 6f 
your letter to ue, l be ually oourt6Qua to t.he Eefen4er b y und-
ine th.a a oopy o hie r y . 

Aa to your a 1a t "tbi a bill cenuot be brought to a vo te 
"1tbout cloture eo evonoora uf the l>ill) know, Juot us you know, 
that i t is 1upobe1ble obtuin u two- t hirds vote to linlt debate on 
this aeaeure, • I do not know uny uuob thing. A cons idoi·abl o DW>ber or 
DIWOorat.io oenatore buve dt~olured that they will vota ror o lotura . A 
n=bar ot llepublloo.n senators huve ot<1tod t het they "ill not do ron they 
did during tha 1930 tilibuetor -.bun th-y voted aguinat litll. tot l on or the 
debate o.ncl will tbis year vote tor o lotu1•u . 

Tho orlticiam o grout JU11Y or uu, who a eo n.ob viol enoe boooc.Uns un 
i nor .. asing c onaoo to the praoorvutlon or dw•oorul.i o GOVOl"DT•ant l.n our 
country , u~ke in thnt thoeo roapousible f or tJ·,o !.umllinc or thio ler,1e­
lation do not llaDifoat the IlQrul uoureco ~0 OP)JOSU thO :.ro.zen t DCtiOS 
o t the lllinority wbiob 1e r i ehting title bill . ..lth suob week oppoeHlon 
to filibuataring, there ie no wonder tbat the tilibuatarora ora so cook­
aura and are eo oont14ent that ~bey oan ouoe agoio p r event o uQ,jor ity 
ot the Senate !roc voting one way or the otber on Lbio legislation . It 
ie tbia aituntion \ibicb 1a r aaentod by o1t1z•na, ,,bite ne ~oell 11a 
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colored, vnd tloul.h o;e ""ll oa North , 

AA tor your gratuitoue reterenoe to t he etteot thut the 3anate 
apon110ra •ar~ under no exigano1ea ot llll1ployL1snt• , wh1o h we nsa\lllla you 
a aen by 1wpl1oe.t1on ulso to opply to younelt, I would not ord1n..r1ly 
deign to pny UllY attention t o euoh a gibe. Llut 1 t io auJ'tlo lent tor 
w.e to ao.y ~hut you end every other raoober of th" :>enute preaunab l y , 
under our Conut1tut.1on end our term ot Oovonu~ent , ure in the eruploy 
or ~he people who elect you to ort1oo, other•he , thore would be no 
neeeeelty o t polltlccl cor.pe.tene 1.0 eloot membere or the J6neta , 
president. a or t he Unl ted Steteo, or ony othor &leot1ve otrloera. 

Aa tor your reterenoe t o indulgence " in etatemon• utterly r alae•, 
we leave th at to the record, Ae t or your turthor otatooent &bout 
•reeor t to tootle a utt .. r ly cont.er.,ptible", it revoal11\G the roo to oa 
the record beo.ra the.• out ill ••contempt! ble " , then we shllll continuo to 
be guilty or that charge. 

In oonoluoion , v.o asswue that your ut tit 
aa e:r.preaaed in this l atter , rloo.nu that ull h 
lynching logial ation ~uat be obandonod tor nA 
etrorta t o cat it enacted nt thia oeaaio ~ 

· t> uo l :nJorlty Leader , 
Of DIIJ>l,)Ortors or wtt i­

iCQl'0\18 und dot!1rn1ned 
Congre11~ . 

:.altar· .. hi te 
vecret.ury . 
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l whh "'"'' - •• U wre ,...1111• tw • to be ,....-' at ,...,. 
t htrtJ•ftret -al c-r ......... 111 Pldla· 
.. lpbla • \be lSUI ODd npwt - t otb•r 
cppeenta - it la,...lble. lllll 7""• 
tberet_.., be tiM -all to • ..- to all 
- · ~-"" ~II.G'I .,. cood wtobea 
u4 tall - that I boaw "'P7 pl-t 
- .. ol \boa th1rtieth c..,._ 'lllaloh 
l at~ lu\ 7..,.! 

Jlr, Walter 'fthl t o I 
lation&l Aa•ooiat1on tor tho 
Advanotatnt ot Color ed People 
60 Pltth AYonue 
How York,. New York 
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Whlt~ : 

iz3czw~rJZ!1a~zto zkeowzot 

I wlsh v~r y IUUcn that i t wer~ poe s1bl~ for '"~ 

to Ol' prc-soni. ;;f you•· th1rty- f l rst annu"l conreoence 

ln Ph llu . on the 18th , anu r~g••et tha t o tht ,. ~nrSo..:~-

,,, .. nts '""){ H l t1.poao1t. ' e . 1'/111 yo u th~re fore , oe 

kind efi"ou~h 1.0 extend t ? all t hose !'resent, my 

gr~etlngs a nd eOO.i wlshes ' and t ell the ut t hut I 

,have V<ry pl&.i! .. nt '"~morlea of the thirtieth conrerenc~ 

7hlch I u t tPnded lust year? 

E. R, 
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: !y dear J:rs . Roosevelt: 

Wut .. WtUtt 
l t f WIUIO 

U:C:I.I"UU 

..... .,AIIf IC.Cft"fAif 
DUM. TKI C:.Malf ............ " .. hiiii.O. W;.ittiii!AU . 

IPCCI.U. c:t.., IIIU 
W IU ,IUI ,,CI .. I 

OIUC ... W IIIAJK;Jdt 
Ot.tet [. U MNI I ,. .... .. , . ., .. , 
f. ,UOU IC MOIIOW 

I RU (II C.OOt OI II .Uo­
GI .. M a. 11\ll,.llf, Ja. 

llfiiUCin u • NG•ono• 
11t , .fun H. •••••to• 

ACflll. fO"'TM DIIU'TU 

\ie would be honored to have e. 
aesaage of erecting tron you to tho Thirty­
f i rs t Annual Conference of t he tr . .. . : .. c.P. 
which opens in Ph1lo.delph1e on June l!lth. 

Ever \incereL, f .J 

_./l Jw--:-csL \ .. -
JlfATJOX.U. ....a.u. C: W* II __ 

Secret ary. 

_ ... 
I + .......... ... _ -_ .... 
•.-...- ow .. 
JC.-.... T.-.. ,._ .... 

n n -­·--·-
--

krS. ~eonor Roosevelt 
'Ihe \'.bi t e House 
1/e.shinst on, D. c. 

\i', ,' : CTF 
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ICY dur llr. "1111 te 1 

Mro. Rooso•elt ooka •• to aeknowl-

Odge your le~ter 0 r JW!o 24. and to t.hanlc you 

tor the eop7 ol your apeech ~1cb 70u aent 

ber. 

Very 11neerol.y youro , 

Mr. i. al t.e r ilh1 t.e 

Seorthry to 
llro. Roo::o~lt 

>ation&l Aaaocl•tion tor the 
Adn nc:a..nt of Colored Ptoplt 
58 P1ttb ATenua 
Me• York, Jew York 

I 
I 

do 
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lly dear Llrs . :loosevelt: 

Ga011• 1 I Uuii , Ht. J l 
' '" u c:n\' u o ' " "'ono• 

lt(y JUIU H AOIIIISOIII 
.t.etu•• You11e ouu c tell 

1\ ~ ' \<~ . . , \' " \, . 

I thought you might 111-:e to see the 

enclosed copy of the speech which I J!lnde y .. o­

terdoy et the cl osing session of out• 'l'hirty-

first ill!nual Confer ence . 1 run irouo10dcat enough 

to send 1 t been use I believe it is e fait•ly 

accurate pr esentation of •. ,bet is eoillG on in 

r.he r:~inds of tbe vust cnjority or Negro .\tlericnns. 

Urs . Eleanor noosevelt 
Tha ,fhi te Hou se 
l.ashii\Gton, D. C. 

Ever s ince{ely, { 
\, i I; 
~,~t,,I\A-A --
secretary . 

[ NOOR$ED 8f YHE IU 1'10HAL.tNroAttA1'10H 8U~.UU4JJO WUT .&bo SYittO, Hl W tO•J( 

Jht ANNUAl C"'Nf.l1tUiNC"r-. I'I IH •\I)I!II'JUA, I•A. JliNI: IS •1, I•Hn 
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ADDRESS BY 'IIALTER WHITE, Socre t.'\r y, 
AT ~H8 CLOSING SESSION OF THE 
THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
NATION AL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVhllCi::MENT OF OOL<l\ED PEOPLE, 

METROPOLITAN OPER,l< HOUSE, PHILADELPHIA, 
PENNSYLVANIA, JUNI!: 23, 1940 J 

I 

\ 

In tho 11;~t of tho news of unoixod trur~ody which has poured 

i n upon us froo Europe durin;; tho pa at fortni(;ht n confct·onoe ·".~vote~ 

t o .:!iscuseion of efforts t o praacrvo de!ilOcrucy in a ~;orl<1 inunc~atcd by 

ciictotorsllip sc\los aloos t acndauic nnc1 unreal. The ap ,,allin.; spcccl 

~11th ~·hich nat i ons, ·r;.ooploa a n<' conoopts of ntl tiono.l an:~ hur.mn rc-

lnt i onships have ::,oen swept twny loa vo a !lOst of us so bct·:ildcrocl the. t 

>~O do not k.no>~ what to do , We oak ourselves- - is there o ny stop;~in;; 

plnco for- tho fo rces of barbnriso >lhfch run wl.l~. l.n the ;;orl :<. t o;'.ay? 

We >~on:tcr if our country cnn resist this apparently l.rrcsl.stl:)le tu:o 

>~hich c1urin<; recent r.'lonths' has swar.'lpccl an~. c1cstroyec ;;hat >IC cr.ll 

c1v11 11!:>ortice : ·.n:l thG J.otlocrntic Hny of l1fn in Gcruony, Italy, 

Russin , Spain, En ;lnn,~ , Fl'nnco, tho ScC!nuinnvlnn count rica nn<l the 

Balkans , 

But 1·1o oust not--wo cannot-- let ourselve s bo ccotcrrcd e i ther 

1n tho Gfi'ort s to prot oct Arncr l.cn froc boin;; conquered by d ictator ­

ship or frc r:o f i r·htill!:; to oake d<lr.\OC rncy n reality 1nstoacl. of 

the hypocri ticl'.l thinr; cnllod <'tor.'loc rocy which, ns fnr ne the Nc:;ro is 

concerned , hns !:leon >Thnt wns r;lvon h11J , 

Conplc x nn<1 d ifficult na l4WO boon the pro!'!lons ti".o Nc:,;ro 

hns f ncod in his .etrugr;lo for s urvivnl 1n Aocrlcn c1ur1n:-; the past 

throo centuries, those probloms bccono infinitely nero tarri!) l C in n 
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tine like thia . Thoro nrc thoee who re cently have ~oclared that tho 

Nor;ro would not flr:;ht for America if war between Aoerioo an:l Sovlnt 

RussiA wa a declared. Any person making such o stoto~ent about ninety­

nine per cent' of t ho Ar.wri e<~n Negroes i a , in plain l anguo.go, l tnlking 

throu(ih h i s hnt . Tho Negro woul<l fight for Acerico as ho hila fou;..ht 

for he1· ln ovory •..tor, largo or sonll , in >~hioh our country has be en 

engaged frcL1 its boglnning. Ho woulc'. f ight v11th tho anne loyalty , 

tho saoc bmvcry , the e~. oo ~evot ion thnt ho hns always fought. 

But thoro is an enormous <Uff'orcncc bet•,,eon the spi rit in 

v1hich N~groe a would enter sone wn r t o oooc, >mother in the noa.r or 

d istant future, a nd t hat with which, for c xanplo , he cmtaro tl in 1917 . 

At'ter thut >1ar "to ualtc tho world ssfe for der.;ocracy 11 , t he N•,gro 

so l <\ior r eturned cor.:Cident that in his own lMd he ;•oul!~ be given st 

l cnst P. smal l port ion of that dOl.!Ocrncy for '"hose prcsorvatlon ho 

had f ought. An~ what wns hi o r ownrc? Scr.oe of thuo >1crc lynchod nn;' 

ovon burned 'nt the stako for dnrin t; to wear t he unifor;:~ of tllC Unite<! 

St l\tes Amy. Instead of gratitude for )(hat he hnd done he was con­

fronto ;\ with the info.oous Ku Klux Klnn >1hich >IllS orga~lzed rie;ht 

after tho wsr t o ,>ut t ho Negro b nck "into his place" . He fou n:'. too 
sane ~\oops shut as sharply in his f ncc ~·hen ha sought coployoont, 

e~ucnt ion end a decent \)loca ,in which to live an:: r n i sc a f1l!J1ly ns 

ho had enoountcrod before ho wont to FlAnders Fields to fi6ht for 

freodoo , Dislllusionrncnt, despa i r and bitterness follo~<ec\ in tho 

wake of tho cruel lif.J which white Aner1ca forced upon hio in tho 

poet-wnr ,yenrs . 

If Anerica · in her doaporato hour of neod in the •'.ays ahe<>d 

of us >mnts tho loyalt y of twelve t>llllon Ar.torican NC3l'Oes aho haQ. 
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bettor wnko up , She ous t un;1orstnnd that Negro Ar.terioans arc think-

' 
ing for thoosolvos. She would do well to realize t hat Negroes fnca 

1 I l 
the prospect of ngain being c~~lod to dofond the ir country with 

t 'hls question firol y nn<\ unoh""«onbly flxod in their oincls-- wh.'\t 

point i s thcr d in fighting nn<'. pdrhnpa dying to snve ,touoo r o.cy if 

thoro is no e.or.:oorncy to snvo1 She had best take n lonf frau tho book 
I. 

of experience of Englnnd . Tho British EDpire, wi t h but little 

"" difference in her >~athods of expl oitation of her blnck c.no:! bro>•n 

6Ubjeets,>lflS forcod in desperat ion to abolish r i\CO f·l'O jU<'.iCO in her 

aruy by roooving tho color bnr nnd admit t i nr, non- European Brit ish 

sub jects to the Royal Air Force of . tho British E:o:>iro . But our 

own country, fncod >lith dange r aloost as great ns tr.a t of 

Englnnd, still clings tenac i ously to tho stupi d uno\ vici~us 'p r o jult icos 

of t ho pnst, Recently our War Depart ment, dooinnt od by Southern 

wl1i t e s, hn s or~cro~ the de signnt ion of the fru.1ou s 369th Rog ioent. o.s 

11 Color e,t11 c\es;>1to the fact thn t tho r ecor d in tho ll'st var of tl-.1 s 

unit was one of the LlOS t golla.nt of any •i11ch f ought in the first 

World War . I hAven ' t hccu•c\ ns yot of the 107th Ro;;i ncnt of New York 

being des i gnntc c' ns "Iri sh" bocnuao the ovcr>1holoin.; oo j or1ty of its 

nen arc of I rish descent, Nor hove I honrC. of n.ny ot her rogir:lents 

being set apnrt £>.& "Go~onn," "Jo,.1sh, 11 or "Chinese" . 

Anc'. thi s is but the beginning. Negroes nre bnrrcc1 fror. tho 

Air Corps , fr .:>u Annapolis, and can got into West Point only nt tho 

expens e of alnost ovorwhol oi116 c.'.ifflculty. Not onl y are llcsro 

Aoericans of cducnt i cn, training and courage barred froo the ~ore 

Anorica but they oro oven being 

wo 'aak Aooricn: Do you went us 
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to be loyal , nTh.\ ~.o you wnnt us to h el p eave 1·1ha t i e l oft or 

denoocrncy ln t ho ~<o rld? Or , do you wnnt 1 to fill us >'l th oon t eupt 

for your f aollo talk of dO<:lOOl'aoy when such t r cnt rJcnt sa ys ln plnln 

l nng uA{;o thnt yo.f no t 1c.n l y do not wnnt us t o llvo f or dooocl'llCY ' a 

snke but not ovon t o d lc for i t ? Theao are blunt , pl a in- spoke n 

I<Ol"~B - M<~ i t i a lntondod t h t:}t they slbuld be blu nt and plnln- s;>okcn . 

Sonot l oea we a l !3oa t , doapall' of our own nntlon . Cannot 

Anor lcn seo . 1·1hllt lie s ~aok of 't he' pl'o aont aulcld o of Europe? I s 

Ancri c::< G01nr~ t o hol d on to 1ts prc ju:\i oos nn<i thus fling wlt'.o i t a 

orn s ln >toloouo to t he ancre po>~ora of r;ro ece nnt: s t u r· 1C.l t y which hnvo 

des troyed ' t he 1'1'- worlc17 'i/o 1o1on.tcrJ It l s 1operat1vc tl1nt Ancrlc . ., , 

nnol. pa r t lculllrly Nojir O AC\cr 1on , un<'lcrs t nnc t ho f acto r s 1o1h ioh ha ve l ed 

t o Euro pe 1 a nne'. t he worl.l ' s dcbaclo of t oday , nnd l:>tl r t l culD.rly hoN 

avnr1oo bnaed en color ? r c ju.l lcc hns boon Gno of t he chi e f f act or s i n . 

brln[';ln ; nbout t hat collllj1Be . 'lie do n ' t hcnr ttuch nbout the part t ha t 

Afr1C'.! nnJ o t ho r l nn<l s 1nhllb ito.d by black, bro>m, yollo>r poOj)l cs 

played ln t he cont cop_orar y sc one, !lor do r.lltny o f us r cnoobc r ~1hcrc 

Hitler ' s t hoorlcs of hrynn l so fou nd their roo t s . Lot oc dlr~ct your 

nttant i on to t ho hi a t oricnl f Rets . At t he close of tho F'r nnco-

Prus s 1an 1·/fH' Eur .... po \otf'.S cxh..'\us t o~ . Frt\n cc hn:1 t o f inC:. n c\'1 sour cos of 

rnw Clll torll'.l nn'1 of onnpowor t o onintn1n horsel f as o ne of the pOl«H­

ful nat i .,ns of Europe . She turnc~. her effort s tol·la r ,:s bullf.lnr; n 

g r e a t Afrlel'.n on;>1ro whoso enor uoua nnturnl resource s woul<': ro ~'lonlsh 

• her exhaua):c-:l t r ensury nne~ who so bln ck s old iors coul ;c f i ll t he thi nned 

ranks of ho r a r uy . Gor onny >t1th f'ovc rlsh apood r ushoC: explor ers, 

trn~crs , oolcn 1at·a .and ois s i onnri..., s into hi}horto unoxploroc r.n<. 

untouched porta of t ho ''.(\rk cont i nent . Eng l ond , her profit s fr<:>r.l tbe 
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elnvc trn1o ended by the Anerionn Cl v11 War arx\ looonon1o torooB , 

b~gnn her oolon1~nt1on of South, vost an~ East Africa. Leopol~ ~f 

hn~ preceded them nll nnd hnd firmly cntronohe~ h1oaolt nnd 
I 

Bclsiuo 

Bol g i ud in con t rol of tho notorious Bol{:iiur.l Congo-- notorious boenuse 

of the unbcl1ovablo oruolt1ea which the c.gonts ot Loopol<'- infliotc.'. "Jj)­

on t~ bl nek nnt1veo to onko then produoo ooro a~\ more rubo~r . 

Portugnl, Spai n nn• lt:~ly followo~ suit. As n result llll of Afrloa , 

'except t 1ny Ethi opia Md l.1bor1a, were under Europonn eon t r ol by tho 

beGinninG or the Twentieth Century where loss t~~n five per cent of 

Afrlco hnd boon urrco r control and ox~loltatlon when tho Franco-

Pruss l an ~far ~nded . 

The worl~ bcGnn i ooedintoly to honr of •thd white cnn 1 s 

burden• o.nd the noooesity of tnk1ni; the hono!lt s of >th1te e:uropo•.n 

oivll l z'ltion to thl bnokwnr d peoples of tho worl,\ . By a r ounrkablo 

oolncidonoo th~ bl nck nnf. bro~m one yellow peopl es door.ed enpnblo of 
~ 

ees1m1lot1nc the wh1to oon ' s o1vil1zntlon invnrinbly had groat natural 

roaourooo 1n thei r oountr1oe , such ns rubbor, ,;olcl, t:iAnon.,s, t11norale 

one other valuables . An1 we bo~on to hoar ner o ~n~ noro of tho 

theories of Gobino~u nnd Cha!Jborlnin, of tho •superiority• of tho 

bluo-eyo~, blonde , wh1to-sltlnnot'l hurJnn bolncs O'lor those whoso eklns 

wore not 11h1te • 

!lhD.t was the result? Moro Md ooro power pol1t l cs bo;;nn to 

bo plnyod. More nne! r.1ore doapornto ·ooclltlO tho strur;,·;l o f o r rnw 

oot c riale, oorkots Mt\ woll.l.th . Non-whlt o peoples 1n Afri oR M ': tho 

f'ar E:ast, tho tlost ln<:los nn~ tho Unlto•\ Str.tos wore c rounC: uown even 

nero furi ously to oxtrne t t ho 11\Bt penny ot profit froo thclr labor. 

Tho wh1 to worl~. soltiohly ont\ arro 'iantly prooocdo~. on tho theory that 

they had on in~llennblo nne ovorlnst~~ right tp rob coro1lesely not 

' 
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only. :11rkor poo)>lo of the worl d but eAch ot her as well . I n the words 

of Mark Twain , the white world hns proc eeded p lonc this course 

~~~·~~~·;rc~i· · ' blithely an.:i bl.l, ,U y >~1th "tho caln . . of n Chrlsti::m with 

fo ur ucc su . 

It ~<oul .l. be a n ov.cr-s ir:~p\.ir icntlon to say that tho horrioloJ 

~isnstar spro,.:•. bo f bl'c ou r eyo s in Europe t ot.n,y is so l e ly •.u e to thi s 

blin:;t r,:.'O e.i and i n son ante pro j uc!ico . But no 1nfor llec\, bono at nn•1 
i 

1n toll l.{;cnt porson can <care dony t hat tl10 rno1nl nrro.\nnco based u . on 

u rood d ovolopcc\ to i ts llOSt horrible perfection 1n the war c ach1no of 

At'l.o l t Hitler ls not lar1;ely t'l.uo to t he course of hist or~ s 1nco 1!!170. 

Is t ho Unitoa St ate s ~;o in(.!; to be nblo to soo wl1o:•o ·tho 

course of Europco.n ll1story 1 so fnr as moe an:~ color nrc cOnecrncc\, 

i s l ead ing Europa cmd Acoricn i n t i cc to save itself? Cnn thn on-

trcnchod rncinl pre Judi ooe of tb.:l United Stntc s be c!i scnr d od o r at 

l onst no.~ified in t1oo to provont s in11ar <'.1snatcr ove rwhol u 1nf.; us? 

It is excoedi n1; l y doubtful. For throe doc ndes the N .A .. A .C .P. !uta 

wArned Aooricr.. , tor oxnnplo , that uob violence ::11roc t od. ll·7-1nst ono 

scr,r.~<:>nt of t he All et• ican public would 1ne>v1tably l end, unless chocl'.od, 

to r:10b vio l e nce n::n i nst ot her Ancrlcnns . tlith bu t f e w cxcvpt i ons thnt 

wnrnin~ has fa llen on oars t hat arc atone don f . Wo hnvo po i nte.\ out 

n r;nin aru~ n.;"i n thnt bit;ota nl wnys bc (; in their b1Jiiatry o n t ho llast 

vulner nbl c o ne! dcf e>nsolose ;::r oup in v. country an '\ t hen , t<he>n they hnvo 

l earned nni perfected t he techn i que of b i Gotry, tho 1l1r.;ot a h::wo L;ovoc\ 

to tho noxt , and t hen t o the next , oncl froo t here to tho next r.~oat 

vulnoral:>lo :-:roup until t he ri;;hts orul l i bortio s of nll 'U'O :\ostroyo<1. 

This hl'.s boon tho definitel y fixed co urae of uob vlolonco M~. lynchlnc 

nr;.ni nst t he Nocr o ' i n tho Un i to t\ States. Because 99 . S PQr cent of t ho 

hunc\ roda of t housnn<1a of lynchers who hnv o lynched 5 , 127 nen r.n<'. ~tOllcn , 

whi te nrul Notira, in tho United Stntoa a1noo 1gg2 hnvo r;ono s cot free , 

/ 
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n pnttorn of taktncr the l r w into their own han~s has boon ando aloost 

n pnrt of tho oorcs or our country. Thus white non a~. wonon, as woll 

na bl.l\ok con and wo•1on, toany stan:'\ in danger :\urlnr; nervous tines 

like those of be i ng benton or killod by lawless c obs , Wo ask toC~y 

tho quest i on ;~hot:ler or not Ar.lor1oa can soo tho si(lns Vlhioh oro plainly 
I 

oarkul\ in tho fac t that tho Ku Klux Klan is being revived in various 
' 

pnrts of tho country, that the throo porsoqs known to hnvo boon lynch­

ad, to lkto , in 1940 have all boon white, that so- cr.llod Chr18tlan 

f'ronts, Noz; i irunde an ~ othor subvoreive oovcoon ts arc flourish in ; like 

tho r,roon bny- troo; that ,tur1nr; vory recent l'ec'ts oobs h:wo co.nhruv~e<'. 

nne\ olnost lynched ccobo r s o f n rol1,>1ous sect 1n plnoee as >:1doly 

separated as Maino nn~ Toxns. 

And 1"/hat docs tho United State s Senate c'.o while tho eo th1n:;e 
~ 

happen? Seventy- throe of tho 96 oor.lbors of tho ·unit oct Sttl t o a Som1to 

say thoy wnnt to vote f or pnBsre o of a Foclo ro.l lo>~ o;;hinat lynchint; . 

AnC why hasn't this ovorwholo1~ onj or1ty of the Sonnt o boon Able sc 

to voto 1f donooraoy and tho rl(;ht of tm onJority to e xpress it s 1~111 

oonn anyth1n~9 Everyone o r you knows tho coublc a nsvor-- thot o sonll 

'but 1o;>laonbl~ 'b1r;otod o 1nr:r1ty has threatened to t111bus t or 1t too 

ant 1-lynohin~ bill is onll ed up for debnto an:\ vote and thnt tho 

MaJority Lca:'.or of the SoMto, !4r. Borltloy fron KontucY.y, nM. the vast 

oaJor1ty of ttc ncobcrs of tho Sonato--both Repub}.1cttns an~. Douoornts-­

havon ' t t he GUts to stand UJ1 l1ko r.lcn o.nd f1·3ht the Tor.1 Connally­

B1lbo-"Cott on Ed" So1th f1l1hustor1nc; ;sunr; which cor.tos rrou tho Stlltos 

>~horo lynohinr> s aro oost froquont and whore t he Fodo1·al Constitution 

is viole.cod with 1opun1ty ovory day in tho week, an~. pe.rt1culnrly on 

oloct1on <lay -..tlen qunl1t1od oitif.ons, whito ns well as Nor;ro , nro 

• 
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br.rrod hy tho iniquitous poll tnx, lly so-called wh1to Dooocm t1o 

pr1onr1os, b7 ohionnory nnd by cob int1oidation froo oxorclslnG tho 

riGht to vote . And , to odd insult to injury, thoro is oven tnlk in 

llashington nnd in the pro as that two of tho leadore of tho bnt tol1on 

of dont h o.;nlns t tho ont 1-lynohill(.; b ill-- Senator JnrJos F. Byz:no s 

• 
o.f South Carolina and John H. Bankhond of Alnbann-- nrc boinc; 

seriously oonsidorod as n runnin1>-cato on tho Docoorntic tiokot llith 

President Roosevelt ! It i s not ofton that I nttocpt to indulGO in 

polit i cal prophecy, but I venture to aosort that if tho lon~ors of tho 

Dooooratic Par ty dol.l.horo.tcd fror.1 now until t he Donocrat.l.c Convent i on 

opens in Chicago ns to the boat coons of drivinc; all Nor,roes oxoopt 

the pn.l.d polltioions out of the Dooooratio Party 1 those lcat.crs coul~ 

find no core offoctive ocans of do.l.nc; this thnn by plnc.l.n~ on tho 

ticke t con who hnvo four;ht every sin;;lo r.tensuro ndvocntcd lly No ,, rocs 

and who , .l.n nddit.l.on, hove heaped v.l.tupcrot1on on the No~ro t1r.to'nnd 

t1oo QGain . The Republican Party for oany yonrs boliovod thnt lt hnd 

tho Ncr;ro vot o so f.l.roly in its pow or that it did not need to .:o rny­

th1n6 to cont i nue rccoivi llG the surport of Nccro voters . We t~on,'.cr 

if tho Dor.tocrnt a hllvo oooor.te eo drunk with powor thn t they nro ,;o1n,:; 

to oolto tho snn<> r.llatoko espcc.l.nlly 1n tho seventeen stntos with 281 

electoral votes .l.n which the Negro vote holes tho potent ial ~.lnnoe or 

powor? And nolth or of tho onjor political pnrtloe ~arcs to hit nt the 

root or the evil which creates this rcA~tionary ~leo which ~~a such 

dispro,ort1onato po~•cr 1n tho Notional Con;;ross as to haostrin , and 

kill not cn l y anti - lynchinG l eGislation but tho Wo~e and Hour Aot, the 

National Labor Rolntions Act, HouB.I.n~ and every other f oro or on­

l.l.r;htonod leGlSlnt.l.on dosi6ned to bottor tho lot o f Ar.~ericnns who need 
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the protection of such les1sl ution . 
[" 

Tooorrow in thie o1ty the Republican National Convcnt i cn 
I 

~eets to aeloct cand1datos ani ndopt a platforo. A fortnljht hence 

tho Do~ocrnts wil l ~ather in Cb1oncro for the snoo purpose . What 

should we any to these oonva nt1ons? And whnt oust we ropo.:~.t in 

season ~n~ out of season up to Election Dey ne xt Novonb~r 5th7 

Wo insist on tho color line bo1•'1G 1nood intoly en~ totally 

abolished fron the nroed f orces of our country. Any onndidatc tor 

-t he office or President or the Unit od St ates ant'., Cononn,ler-1n-Cb1c r 

of t ho Aroy nne! Navy must be hone atly nnd oooplotoly oounlttod to n 

procrrnn or coupl ets 1nt ~rrot1on of Noeroos ~nto every bmnch of the 

service . 
• 

Any c~nd1dnte who woul:\ oer1t tl'o suppo,·t or th?U t\htful 

Ncs ro\l s nust l>y his provi ous record Mtby hi s uncourrooin1n.; stMI: 

dur in; · tho cr.J.tpa i t;n pl.nco hinaalf squarely on r ecord by wo r d nn:: dood 

nGP.1ns t nt t P.cks uron ninorit i cA-- raciAl, r c l1,;1cu s an.1 ooononlo--

which it is the current practice of sinister pol1t1cnl ana social 
. ~ 

institut i ons to uUlho in cll.i:lb1n(; to po.,cr . 

Any cand1<fate we would support oust look rorunrd and not 
\> 

backward ln tho JJatt or of oconooic, s<>01al ana political reforos for . 

the benefit of l:he onesos of oank1nd na contrastc!! 1:0 those whl) l'OUld 

still further concentrate wealth end power danGDrously end destruct­

ively 1n tho hAr. '·• or (I few . 

1/o ap·,jllll.lcl nne'! end or so denuno 1nt inn of b ~otry l\f;ln1n at 

o 1nor1t1os ln other lnnda . But we do not fail t o note that nost •·.h1to 

AnericMs oLin wu oxcoodln ~; wroth about whnt is lloln.:; dono a lon.; >~ay 

ott but Who r oooln etrnnGoly allen,; obout al ollar, on~ sooot ~os lone­

lived, barbarity 1n our own country, auoh as l ynchlfib , ooonoo1c an~ 

• 

. · 

• 
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ol'\uc.~tl.onnl d1aor1n1nat1on n,;ninst t he tloc;ro , d1strnnch1eo:Jont ~n::: 

tho wholoaalo op;>rcs81on of n1nor1ty c;roupa in our own country , "nd 

pnrt tculnrly of tr.o tiOii ro . An7 cnnd1~nto who ~<ould UY:o t o -:as.rN 

nn~ r ooc1vo tho larr;o tuld 1cportont Negro vote J.lUOt ne .~'>lc to soc 

ntroc1t1os at his own doorstep ns woll ns those th~o th?usnn~ lilcs 

nwsy . This includes tho pro sent oooupnnt or the lih1to H')U 30 ~,:,,, hna 

dienppo1ntcd us by h1s failure to oa:,ouso openly nnd vi..;orously thiJ 

pnsan;;o of tho nnt1- lynch1n(: bill. 

Any cun,:t•nto who would f1n<l favor with llc ; ro voton nuet 

ronlizo o.nd 11o t upon tho r ealization thA t the Ncc;r 6 trat\1t1cnl'll;· hAs 

:,cen tho v1ct1n of d1SGr1-01nat1on in CDployoont both 1\t tho h:\11 '.8 of 

pr1vnto onployora and the F'o<to ral an(\ Stnto c;overn:1onts ns t•.,ll. !:c 

oust ':lc w1111n to tal<o a forthrio,ilt stan,, n n1not that ;Uscr1 l1nnt1<.n 

which 1poludoa lon,;- cont1nuod nnd v1olous dioc r1 r:llnntlc:.n in r.h~ Clv1l 

Service . Nor;ro non nnd wonon hnvo undcrc;cno u•ltolt. h.~rdshlps t o 

ncquire o.nt'.cc\ucntlon , lie nro hoartlly t i ro<' of hnvln;; cur co1or ''nr 

us frort Oll)>loyoont after we hnve not and pnseed oonpot1t1vo tcSt3 

throur;h the nodluu or thAt o<\uco.tlon . A n1nlouc of 800,000 jo!>s h.~vc 

been or will bo crontod in tho now dofonse pro,; rnn of nenrly f1vo 

b 1111on dollnrs .,hlch Ccngroee has voted. Wo scy l>luntly thnt ··~ ~<nnt 

nne\ wo oxpoct to r·ot our proportlonn t;O shnro of those Jo'le >~hen •··e nrc 

qunl1f1cd to fill then, we expect to support , 1rrcspcctlvc o r ,•nrty 

whose lnbols nro llcnnln•; l ess to us , those who wc:.uld not only pro.HAc 

'>ut who wru ld koo;> tho> lr pronlses to soc thAt we .;ot what is r1 ~ht full; 

ours ln thla nnd other onpl oyoont for which we ·are c;o1nc; to :Oc tnxcd 

at the &IWc rnto lis other A!lorlcana . lie ur..;o oculnt1on or too ox.·~1ple 

sot by Now Yor k Clty under F'iorollo LnGunr c!1n who not only hns etntcd 
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but hi's put his ~·ords into nGtion t ht\t hG will not r,ivo n Jo'> to a 

llcc;ro solely because ho 18 o !lo~;ro hut who will sec th:lt n Jo':l is not 

don i e<! to r Nor;rc because he 1s o Nor;ro . 

\to eny to condi dntoa thnt you can ~xpoct our support only if 

tho prQGr(lllO of Fodernl Hnu81nl; nnd elue olonrnnco, nit\ to n,;riculturnl 

workers suoh ns shnrooroppor s , tcnnnt - fareors nnd nt;rtoulturnl .'.Ity­

workcrs without dlscri~lnntion on oocount ot race, creed or color , nn' 
full 1nt o;:;rnt1an of lloaro Aaor1cnna 1nto every dcpnrtcont tln('o. ::cncfit 

I • 

of tho rcdorn l Govorncont oro nsaurod to t ho extent thl& is possible. 

But t<hll"c wo make those doo"\nt!o upon tho pol 1ticnl ;ll\rtics >~o 

ol so sot thou up ne ynrdsticka t o help NO(;rc vot13rs aprorniso pol1t1CI'.l 

partlcs end cnndl<~atos orx'. to l c 1: Nct;ro AaorlcBns know "hot they hnve 

n riGht to expect and to donnnd , The u~Wlnfi pol l t l cnl lndopon~onco 

of tho NO(; r o has r,ivon hie jJNnt ly 1nOl'OI\8od po>TO l' duri n..; r ,•cont yc~.ro. 

llut thot power is nowhoro noar as ~:;rent as it would bo 1f tlc:; roos · 

thcnsclvoo >~.::ro nore lntolllr:ent nnd mro unltcd. Let l:lc cit<> nn 

e :>mnplo of how the llc(;ro hoe not ;vet nat!o h1nsclf suffic i()nt ly 

respected nn4. fc::>r cd by pollticlans . Lust yocr at Richoonl\ :•ou pn.3Acd 

a resolution lnrt ructlnrs thn nntionnl o!fioo to .:lrnft nnd hove intro­

duced a.n anonc\mont t o the National Labor Rolntions Act to proh1'>1t 

l abor unions which tabltunlly d lscriuinnto on occa.~nt of rl\cc, ere. d 

or color frcn '>ell\; doSlt"'rll\tOd as the "!)ar. ninin::; ll(;cnts of wor !-:ors in 

tho induetr1c'l ln "hich thoao unions nrc or[;nnl zed. Such an ~'' .cna:Jcnt 

wns drnftod. "'o confcrrod with cumber after uoo')cr of tho .tnjority in 

tho Houeo of Heprcscntativo e . Sovcr nl of then cono free districts 

whore tho llo::;t•o vote runs ns hi, ·h ns rroa forty to s ixty-five po r cent 

Everyone ot those conr;ro ssaon bc,;.,-od to be excuse.:. boc•\uso he f c,.,.od 

rcprlsnls norc frOG tho Aocrlcnn r~dorntion of Labor unions which 
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dieorirn inato 06a1nst Negroes than he feared Nc~ro voters. Pre cise l y 

tho s~~o recept~on was accorded u s by tho ~inority i n tho Houao of 

' Roprcscnt ntivc s, ~c hove nado notobl o progress dur i na tho l ast dec ade 

to>mrds punlshin(; our onooios Md rc'wnrding our f riends . But, >~o 

haven 1 t yot made enouGh progr e ss t o get the cons iddrnt i on from 
I 

politicians which wo eo dosporatel y neod, Tho r o nrc still too nnny 
I 

vonol ond purchasable polit icians who con go to tho porty bosses ond 
I 

pror.lise t o cl.olive r "tho Negro voto 11 • , I n ninety-nine cases oilt ot'- O.· 

hundred onl y tho gullible whit e political bo sses be l ieve those 

politicians cnn dol1vor the Negr o vote . Wo hovo (,'Ot t o lot Aoerico 

k.no>t that t he Negr o vot e i s inOl'ons ino;ly intelligent, ind opcmdcnt 1\ nd 

unpurchosahl c either by oote:ri,ll r ewa r ds or unctuous cnopni(,'n or a t or y , · 

It is i operativo that wo bceooc increasingly independent politic~ ll y; 

th/lt 1-10 rcoain n <m-part is~.n; an~ t hn t 110 l~iVO OUl' Support tO COn a nd 

oonsuros and not to mean i nal ess party .labels. 

Troubl ed dnya lie nhQad o f us . In this dnrlt hour none of us 

can s ny whether do=:~oore cy can survive even in our o~m country . ;1e 

Negroes will ~1vc for tho preservation of democracy our f ull oeasur~ 

' of devot i on nn;:t sacri fice. as wo havo nl,;nys givon t hoo . we l·lnn t 

democ r ncy to survive . But wo wnnt true d eJlocrncy nne'. not the spurious 

hypocri tioo. l ~rand >~hich hns been ha nded cut to us 1n t he J)l'.st . lie 

favor adequntc de f ense for our country to ~<ard off nt tack. But 

bol!lbinu plrmes, bettle ships and bul l e t s nrc only a very sonll pr.rt 

of tho dofvn se >to nood . No country cnn survive unless i t s pcopl 11 

l ove i t becnuse it lives up to or at least tries t c live up to its 

p:rotcstntions of justice and hut~nn d ecency. We any to Aoerica: Builc1 

your planes and bllttloships and .:o will help you. But for God's anko 

a t op being hypo<"-rito e and give ua tho opportuni ty to corn n cl.ooent 

living, to care f or nnd t o oak.e 1;00d cit izons of our eo l vo s nn ~ our 
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clti?.ena of ou rsal vos nnd our fM1ilios, to a1vc us protection froo tho 
' 

howlin (l nQb and froo thoeo Who woul.\ deny us n chenoa to lonrn on,~ 

cr.rn, G1vo us the ranson to love ADcr1co on:l to '::le loynl to it . 

oon 1 t cont 1nuo to slnp us 1n tho face when we woul d help you to bull~ 

n l.". atill/1 r.;o vornoont vh1oh will not tnke ono iQtn of oppo1•tunlt:t frotl 

nny •~ita Aooricnn but which 1nstend will oxtond the benefits nnd 

op~ortun1t1oa to all Anor1cnns whatever their race, orooi, col or 

or or1 ·1n any '::>c . 

~lo do not ask thi s for our solve a nlonc . We nsk it for :rour 

snko too , In the 11orda o f the 1r.mortnl Al>rnhr.o L1nC<>ln who , 1n hi s 

Edwardsville nddrcss in 1858 uttered this wnrn1n which so onny 

Anc!"ict'ns hnvc i -noro<1: 

"And, when, by nll thoso ucnns y'lu have succoodod in 1chu::tan-

17.1n ~ the Nc.;ro , when you hn vc placed hi:J whcro tho ray of hope 

1a blown out as i n tho <\n rl<.no ee of the dru:mJd, nro you quite au1•c 

thn t tho do:.~on you hnvo rouse<! ~1ill not turn an~ rend y<lu? What 

constitutes the bulwark of our own liberty an~ indopondencc? It 

i s not our f r o•-nln,· :,attlooonts, our br1e tl1n ; acnconsts , our 

Amy, an(\ our f<avy . Tho~c arc not our ral1anco 1.\,·n lnst tyranny . 

All of thoe~ nny be turnod a;ninat us . Our rol i nnon i s 1n the 

l ove or llbcrty which Go~. has plnnto<l. 1n us . Our c\cfonso is ln 

t ho spirit which ~ri~ud 11~crty as tho heritn ;e of nll ocn, in 

nll lnM.e, cvorywhoro . Dest r oy this sp irit an~. you have pll'.nted 

tho soeda of <'.odpOtisn nt you r own .loora . Fao111a ri tc yourselves 

with tho chains of bon.dll, ,o an.i you prepare your own 11r;f)s to ~<car 

thoo. Aceustonoq to trno~le on tho ri·hts of others, you have 

lost tho r ;eni14~ or your own indepon~.oncc on.: bocone thJ fH sub­

Ject ot' the first ounnln..; tyrant ~1ho nr1sos soon,; you ." 
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lulJ' 31, 191;0 

Veiol' llr . ~hlt.o 1 

1 lUI aorry to heAr or the death 
of your lliO~h> r Md 1<.-o• • h4t • loos it la 
t.o 70u. 

You ,. ...,. tortunoto to hive .,. h 
a a>thor and 1 k,_ h.,. Ute -.111 al11&T• bo 
., l.napi raUon t.o 7ou. 

Sincerely youro, 

L.r • • .:r.lt.or uh.U. e 
69 FifLii w•nue 
IIYC 

/ I 
I 
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0/ftci<ll Organ: 'The emu 

Dear Ura. Rooeevelt: 

•uur.Jtr ttucu.-... 
lOIIOlll. 1•1 C•lll t 

C:~tuut H H .. nt• 
f•v•..oe ......... u. 

lri(IA!o. Cf..IIIIU 

WIUt•• ,,c .. ut 
•••ccro• t r t~t.t~t co~u 

O•ln (. LA••••• 
tll!o.O UUUUf 

(. '•Coc••C MOIUIO• 
IIAJII Ciol COUOIIUIOit 

0COitCC U MII-.Hf, J11 
'VIl. ICIIf AMO 'IIOI"OtiOM 

fl tv, J.\MU II ltOIUIIO II 
4CW11i l OUI" 0111((1011 

You will pro ably reme:nber that 
Just about a year ago I took the iberty or br lns-
ing my mother wi th me when I came to Hyde Park 
to aee you. 

Laat Sunday we burled ~other at Atl ta. She 
died quite suddenly from a heart attack. The 
last time I ea• hor ehe aaked about you and asain 
told me how much ahe had enjoyed meetins you. 
Your graoiouanaae to her had given her renewed 
courase to race the trying lot whi ch was hero , 
particularly in the 1llnese c.r her youngea t oh1ld 
at Oneonta who, a rortn1ght ago, f i nished four years 
!lat on her back. 

Since Yother diod I have had a new underatand1ns 
or how remarkable a pereon she wae . On a mail 
carr1er'e aalary which never exceeded &125 a month 
she and Fa ther eatabliahed and maintained a Chr1e­
tian home with high ideals, acquired a little property, 
and put aeven children through collese. They did 
th1a in the race or all the prejudice which people 
like them encounter in a place like Atlonta. I am 
proud to ba her eon • 

Sincere It, 
\.. 

lMOOUlD IT THI fiiATIOIIIAL INro•UIAftON IUUAV. JlO WUT .1M., STitrft. IUW TOftl 

ll>< ANNUA l. CONfi!RiiNCIJ, 1'1111 Al)f).PfiiA, I'A, ) 111'-li I"·"'• 1'}10 
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:.ay deer Mrs . Roosevelt : 

I I'I:CJAL COUIIIUL 

WILU.&• P tCUIII , 
QIIUC101 ot IIAIIICHCI 

DAllY E. l.AIU'It• 
tiiLO ltUITAU 

£. 1 AIOUUC NO.UOW 
IAAMCM COOROIIII&lOA 

'f0"::a~ic~~·:::· ,!~'•ouo• 
Rr;v, JUU H., ROIUI.O• 

A«I MIJ 10UIIl 'IIIICIOI 

I am del i ghted to have t hat 

i nscribed end f i ne por trai t of your self . 

I sholl treasur e this greo• l y . 

Ever sinc~re~y , , 

\__ ~~d~ 

hrS . Eleenor .Roosevelt 
The V."hite !louse 
·.lashington, D. C. 

t:HDOR5EO IY THt HATIONAl iH,OIUriATIOH IUJlt:AU. ,J., O WEST •z•o STIIU T, N£W TORI 

"" ANN! IAI. C:ONI'IlNilNCil, PI II I.AOili.I'I IIA. PI) .. )llNr: 1'-21. 1'>10 
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August 16, 1940 
I 

Ura. Eleanor Ro~sovelt 
The White Rouse 
~~'ashington , D. c. 

Dear Mrs . Roo so volt: 

\:. 

.t.UIITANT UCIIlTUY 
ronoa. uta Cllllt 

CM.UI.b H. H~u.tfON 
fMUII-000 Mdllf .. l.t. 

UlCIAI. «<UII,rt. 
WU.LIA M P ICIItCIIII 

0.1 .11;101 OT IJI:A.IfCII'U 

o.nn E. LA»PJI"' 
fUI.O SICtlllTAAY 

(. F•tou" Mouow 
llAJIC"' C:OOIOIIUTOI 

GtOitN 8. MUIIPM'I' . J t , 
tUIUCITT AlfO IIIOMOTIOH 

Rl"'f' , JA.Mll H. AOIIMI¢M 
ACTIIII \'OUTM OIUClOII 

J {)0 -·1 

~~ 
Have you rinished wit h t he l otters 

t ro" Secretary StimAon end others which I l ett 
with you wban Aubrey "llilliam und I called to 
see you at llyda Park lost Friday? If you bave 
tiniehed with t hem, I would apprea.iat& ycu:r 
returni ng t~e~ as I want to use them. Ir you 
have not finished with them, oould you· l et oa 
have the~ back lona enough to ~ke copies of 
them? I will then return the originals t o you. 

. ,J l 

\fii':CSJi t 
I 

. . I. 

} 

( (" 

Ever sinc'erely, 

Sacrota:ry 

"'-· .. ~ 
f( / 

•\\ I 
• ) I .• •• (! 

/ 
• I 
(t . ' ' ( ·-t 

~ .. , I!N001t5£:0 11TH£ H~tiONAL INFORMATION IUREAU,l30 WUT 42"0 5Tfii££T, NEW YORK 

Hot ANNUAl. CONFilRENCB, PHTI.ADE!.PHIA. PA., JtJNA "18·2 1, 19 <0 
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t:;r• . .Blaanar RCKoaevel t. 
"rhe .. )U te Hoose 
t:aahlngton, D. c. 

Door l!rs . Roosevelt : 

Ttlt.lll 000 M.I>UMAU. 
.,l(II.L t•WII.U. 

W1u.u.w ,.,,uu • 
••~re,o• w tiUI(J(U 
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P.#t \l(lt't ... . PIG-~liOJI 
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. u' ) ' I \~ 
,.~/ 

Have you tin lehod flitb the lott-ora 
f l'Oiil Socretary St!Ju&on M4 otho•·• which I lert 
wl th you wben Aubroy ;"/ill iruM ond I c-.l 1od to 
aeo you c.t Hyde Park laat lo'r14o)-'? If you have 
tS n1 ahed with them, l would apprecia te your 
roturnt r~ th~ as I wnnt to uee thea. I t you 
bo'Ve not t1n1ated wt t b t he• , nO\lld you lot oa 
bave thea back long ecoueb to rr.ake copies or 
tl-? I will then r eturn the o rlg 1neu to you. 

\ .J •' 
, ( ,' 

11'11: OI>IA 

! ver atneerely • 
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I i 

Socratnry 
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T HE WHI(E H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORAIIDIIH FOR THE PRESI DENT 

To remi nd you t o speak t o 

the Seoret ariee of War lllld llavy 

' 
about a t Cabinet thle afternoon • 

TOI 



• 
( 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

WASH INGTON 

Tho Prosidont, 

Tho Vlhi to House . 

Oeo.r lob: . President , 

' Aut:Ust 20 , 1940 . 
oi l : . ... :t ;, l ·e~·: r-

. ' . 
' ' 

I 

IIJ I ·, '!" \') 

Tho question of the omploymont or no(lro mo.npowor in t he 
Army of the United Sto.tos hns ar,nin boon ro.ised by ,.,r . Thurzood 
i..iarshe.ll , Special counse l or tho l!O.tionAl AGSOC:iation for t ho 
AdvMcoment o {' Color-ed People . 

In t lto Regular Ar•"¥ thoro aro colored parsons in e.H 
ams: rutd services e xcept t he Ai r corps , Sir;na.l corp$ rutd :··inance 
Dopar tnent . iloither tho ·Air corps nor tho Si~nal Corps hnvo 
colored units. at present , while only u raw men ol' the 1-'in&.o.ce 
Dot,artrnent are assigned to uilits . I rt t he recent a.u(9!10nto.tion 
of the Rogulur ArmyJ col orad t~o tical wtits ho.ve boon o.et ivated 
in the Fie ld Artille ry, Coast ~rtillory, Corp• of Engineers, 
Chetoieal \far fare Service , e.nd Quartoroast~r Corps . Duo t o tho 
t ilne required to assembl e Md orgo..ni :..e a tro.i nol.l nucleus for 
thaso units , rocruit i nt, \·Jo.:; not authorized ul'ltil Au~u::.t 15, 1940 . 
Recruits aro now baing accepted to f il l e.nd rrAinto.in all unit a. 

It' selective service is approved , co l ored por:1onne l wi ll 
bo i nducted und t r ninod in t ho Army of t ho United s tntoo in t ho 
ratio tho a.v&.i lo.bl e negro mo.npower boar a to t he ave.ilo.ble whlto 
tl'IAitpovoor-. This porsonnal will be o.llottod to all tu-:ns end services 
except the Ai r Cor po e.nd tho Signal COI'PS, ~onorally in proportion 
to the s t.rone;t h of thoso arms and services . 

Wi th ro:lpoot to o.vintion, t horo has boon no dovo lopmont 
of colored por s onnol in t hi s fiold . Thorof ot·o tho '.'/ar Depar tment 
arre.ngod with tho Civil Aorone.utico Authority t o mAke a. beginning 
by starting an ~viation school • t Glenview~ I l l inois. As f or the 
Sienal Corps, there has been nothing so for to indioo.t~ the availa~ 
bili t y ot' experienced colored personne l to t·orm tho basis f or t ho 
dovolo~ent of such tochni cal unit s. 

Respect f ully youra , 

Secretary or \tar . .... 

• 



W-readua to t he Secretary 
!'rom Tllurgoocl llolrahell 

' Re: Proposed cont erenoe on Discrimination in the National Defense Program. 

1A- Balietment Prosrem : 

A4 aoon ea the ,/er Department enr:ounoed ita program ot increasing 

t he Armed r oroea by enlistment, cony Negroes applied at the regular 
enlistment stations . They \ISre told t het t ne Army wos not accepting 

applications ot Negroes . 

\Ve 1Jrmed1e tely wrote Secretary ~Toodring (.January 18, 1940) and 
by letter ot .January 23, Secretary Woodring replitld that"precticelly 

ell vacancies i n colored organizations heve been filled. Colored 
applicants ere enlisted only tor colored orsonizetions , which ere 
stationed at pointe indicated belo~Y:" (i'leese note the attached let­

ter which gives t he list ot separate Negro unite.) 

Attar a reasonable length ot time it has become obvious that 
t here ere not enough applicants to till tllo required numher of enlisted 
men expected by the \fer Depar tment. The press end radio are constantly 

urging American citizens to enlist. Negroes ere applying end ere bei ng 
retused throughout the country. 

At the present time Negroes ere re tused the right to enlist 

in the Carine Corps, t he Air Corps , Chemicel Warfare Service, Field 
Artillery, 7inanoe DePl!rtmeH't-mrd the Signal Corps. There ere two re­
giments of inten~ry-end two regiments of cavalry with enlisted men 

in the Quartermaster Corps , Uedicol Depa rtment , Ordnance Department 
end the Detached Enli stment Uen'a List , 

By lett er ot August 2 , 1940, the Navy Department 
cont inuation ot ito polioy ot refusing t o admit Negroes 
ot the Service except the !.Iessman •s Branch. 

adlllitll t he .. 
in any bra nch 

By letter ot .rune 5, 1940 the Ottioe ot the Chiet ot the Air 
Corps edvieee that •enliataDents ere not baing accepted t rom Dembere 
ot t be colored race tor eesignment to the Air Corps, because no pro­

vision he a been code tor the eetoblialunent ot negro air units ." 

The pr oblem is two- told: (1) Disoril!l1ru~cion asoinat llegroea 
depr i ves the United States ot oepsble end qualitied men tor its Armed 
:roroea . (2 ) Diecri~nstion against Negroes depr~ves these American 

citizens ot theb right to training in epecieli~~ work tmd also their 
right to eerve eud defend their country in the ll§'mlr aanner as other 
oitizens, 



B Burke-Wadawortb Couacription Bill: 

Unless tile present policy ot tbe \fe r Depertrcent and t he Navy Departllent changes, Nec51"oee who are dr~tted under the Conscription Bill will be deniud the right t o serve in ell branches or the Ser­vice along with o~1er Amefican citi zens , but will be restrict ed to certein isol ated, unspeoiel ized services with ver y little specia­li:ted t r aining. 

Under t hese cl rcumstancea it can r easonably be expected that QSDY Negroes will r etuse to s erve end meny will go to Jail rather t han to be thus dleori.ID.ineted ai!Binst . This will lead to much contusion, much dissention end will tond to destr oy the r eeling or unity which is necessary tor the detonse program, 
All or th i s cen be end will be charged directly to t he present Administration because it is up to the present Administration to abolisb thaeo r acial bare, 



Ky dear Mr. ··h1te: 

I have your lettAr o r S•pt~~ er 

17th, """ hl\v e g iven i t to the Prft&1c\ent 

ao h e .:i ll hl\ve i t h~tore the dee t i niJ. 

Mr . Valt ~r ~h1 te 
!lAACP 
89 Firth Avenue 
Nev Yorl< , N. Y, 

Ve r y &1nnerftly yours , 1 

I 
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Seot. 21, 1940 

~IEMO FOR 'rl!F. PRESIDENT: 

Th1e 1e ror your oona1derat1on 

before the meeting with the c.olored 

group. 

E.R, 

I UtJ 

I 
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It \ISS good s&oing you ut;nin lL.St nir.ht . 
speech is going to clo a lot or coocl . 

Your 

'>'here has buon c oonsider&ble enount or dis­
cussion in tho llecro press "bout the . question or 
segregation or i:earoos in the arued forcoa. Hero 
is an editorial rroc the .iloltimore • .rro- .:Jteri-can 
which i-s typicol of the oouaent . AS you or course 
know, tlecro&s obJect to boing the one ~;roup so 
segregated not only on the ~asis of th~ principle 
i nvolved but boouuso s uch separnlion Ut\laH.I euaier 
discrii.Unntion by host.1lo or prejudiced supe1•iora . 
I 11onder if tllc timo isn ' t ript! for the experinent 
to bo; tried in o state like ae11 Yorl:, for cxaople, 
Hhere Al:lericens could oerve their country in o 
regiuent, or division, on the basis of physical 
con eli tion, loyalty and obility rathet· tl.on on race, / 
or creed, or color. { ( 

~LnA\.'Jk(j~-= 

l..rs . l l eonor noooevelt 
The .. hi te P.ou so 
.. ashington , D. C, 

.1\i: CTF 

~---;;e~retory . . ' 

CMOOIS[D IT THE Ho\TIOHA-ll"rOilNAfiON aU. (AU, UO WUT 41u ST. UT. NfW tO•I( 
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lly dear Mrs . Roosevelt : 

Here are two statements prepared at the 
auggestion of Dave Niles after he talked with you 
today . The state~ent marked "A" would be one 
issued by the V,'hi te House. Staten:ent " B" would be 
one giving our account of wha t took place at the 
September 27th conference . 

Thank you very much f or your usual prompt 
and vi gorous a ction . I was 1n a most dif ' icult 
position i n not (letting a reply from the 1'/hite House 
to our te l ephone calla and telegram. We did not 
want to vi olate the unwritten rule about reveal ing 
wha t had taken place in the conference with the 
President until the T1'h.\ te House hod given ua 
aut hority to do so. In the meantime we ~ere havin0 
much difficulty in trying to explain why we could 
not say what had taken place . This waa harmfUl 
all around. 

Should you wish me to come up to Hyde Park 
either Saturday or Sund&.y to ta l k this ovor with you 
I woul d be gl ad to do so . I woul d like to bring 
wi t h me Mr. Wilkins of our s taff who handles much of 
our publi c i ty . You can reach me at the off ice of 
the H.A.A . C. P., ALgonquin 4- 3551 , between 9:00 A. L! . 
and 1:00 P .M. Saturday, and at any other time at 
my hone , EDgecombe 4- 9311. 

Urs . Eleanor 
Hyde Park 
llew York 

IW/ : RR 

Roosevelt 

Ever (:erel~f&:_•'\ 
Secr:tary . -

P~S . - I am enclos i nG al so copy or our 
confident i a l off ice memorandum on the 
september 27t h conference . - MY 

l HDOaSlO 1 1 TH& IIAIIONAt.. UtfOIJtATIOll I U.CAU. UO WUT 4J.u STaUt. NlW tOIJ 

ll>t ANNII\1 C'ONA!M11NCI!, PHII.AOI!I PillA, I'A., JUNE IH-21, J'UO 
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Vaohlact oo, ---------, Dotallo or tho conroronoo 4oalloc vlth 41tcrl8ioatlon 
acatnat lt4TOII lD tht &raid foreet ot the United St&tel ~tch Y&l held at tbt 

White Houoo oo Sopteebor 27th voro aado public \odaT by tho Vblto Houeo, 

Pr• oont at tho conrortnco woro l Tho ~~toidoot, SecretAry or tho Kaoy, 

r rank knox, Aaaletent Storot sry of War, Robert P. Patterson, A. Philip 
Raadolph, Preeident ot t.he llrotberhood of SleeplD& Oar Portera, T. Arnol4 

Hlll of the latlonal To~tb Adatnlatrat.lon, and Valttr White, StcretsrT of 

the Watlonal •••oclat loa ror the ~Y&nce~ent of Colored People. 

The Pr~t14ent atated to the eonftreea that lfe,roea vould. 'bt lntegr&t·td 

lnto all braachet of the ar~. combat ae Yell at eervtee unite, at the r&te 

or 9. 5~ wbloh lo tho ratio or tho ••sro populatloo to the total populatioo. 

In retpooae to l.nqu.lrlta ~out the traiOla~ of ••&TO•• at Co2z1adoned 

Ottlcere, t be ute of »taro proteaaloalla .ueb &I 4oetora, dtntl~ta, 
ph&raaciata and ouraea, aDd tbe uao ot l egro ea ln the Alr Corpe, the 
Pres ident atGted that plana tor tho use ot Vegroea ln these capac1tlet had not 

71t been developed. 

!he Attiat.at Secretary of War , Patteraon ttAted that the Yar Departatnt 

pl~ed to call for ttrY1ce toon lecro r~aerYe oCilcera but that the d&tt 

had not 71t been deeldtd upon. 

~ con1lderable part of tbe ditcutalon vat devoted t o the poeaib111ty 

of or&anltatloo of m1xed unite ln lorthern Statea. The Yer Depertment 
repreaeotatlve acreed to coAalder thh propo•al. 

At to tht la•y, Col. lno~ stated that while he vae ayapathetle, he 

telt that the problem there vat al•ott 1ntoluble a\nce cen havo to l l•e 
together on thlpt. Col. lno~ a tated •that ' Southern and Northero ahipa art 

1•poaa1blt. • 

At tht eooclu.eloo of the Conftreoce the ~'reetdeot t~tated t.he 
t .. edtate appointment ot a ~uallfltd lt«ro to tht Vor Depart=eot Lad one 

ln the ¥avt Dtpart~ent to aaaiat in the aolutlon of theae partlculor 

probleaa. 

Me eare . Randolph, Bill, and White preaented a ae•or.ndus to the 
Prett4en\ an4 the ller and. Va77 repre•entaU.Ye a ur&1n« t~e Ull of liegro 
re1erYe o(tietra a.nd. tbe 1&a.e opport .... l Ue1 Co'r t r~1n tn~ Becrou •• &hen to 

ot.here., the opent nc of opportuc1tle a tortralntnc atd. tervica in all 
branchea ot tbe air aervict, re~uire•enta that extttlng unit a ot the army 

ao4 UDitl to be eatabll thed. be re~utrod. to accept o~ticert and tnlitted 
pert oDntl on the baaia of ability 1Dttea4 of race or col or , tbt u.e of 
qu&llf lo4 l ocro ~echaleiaao, abolltloo or r&olal 41 oertoloatloo In tho 
Ia.,-, NMl tht appotot•eot of eoapet,aot lecro cl•Ulue aa Aa tht.Dh to 

tho Soerotary o! tho War ao4 the laoy , ~bolltloa or the ozlollD& 41opr~eloat loa 

not onlr in the araed force& but to t~lo,..nt of ltsroea in Ar.r Artenalt, 

layt Tar•h and. 1D.duatr1&l pl&Dh vho have r ecel•ed llottonAl Deten te Oon trACh 

Y&l &110 Ulf'l\ '+1·coroutl,:, 

\ 
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COIIFERUICE AT T!IE \'I!IIT!l 110\.13!: 

Frid~y-Soptombor 27 , 1940--11:~~ P.~.-1 2: 10' P.U, 

Su'bjaot : Dh01"hl1J>&tioo Against !loarou In th& Art\e4 
fOrces or tbe UDl t ed States 

Proaont: Tha P.<osld~nt; Secretary of tho 11&1')' Col , Fr..nk Knox; 
Aaatt . Seor~tary ot tho t','ar Robert R. Patt orson; 
Llr . A. Philip Randolph, president ot tha Brother hood. 
ot SlGopinil Car Por tera; T. Arnol d !1111 , Assistant to 
Ura . Uary l.!cLood Dotbune of th<l llatlonal Youth Adminie­
trat1on; Ur. ~·a.ltor ilhito, Socr;otary ot the !l.A. A. C.P. 

'l'b8 President opened tho conterooco by atotlns thet he had 'bun pleasantly w.<­
prlsed. a fow days betot•o by tho otticlolo ot the \lor Oupurtinolnt st .. llntl to hl~t, 
without aollclatlon on hia port, that lfosroo5 would b• intogrotd into :>11 brdochu 

or t ho armod ••rvlce ao woll as service unite . 

"l'l!a secre t ary or the J1. ;..;..c . P., havlne 'booo d.oaisnuted as spok•ar,.., , ssl<a1 the 
President, tlrst, It t bia applte4 to o!tlcoro u wall •~ enllstod mon a nd , second , 
It this sean t t r. at l!egrooo woultl bo contlnue4 to be us&d only In aape.rate ~ntts, 

and third., It tbts open door policy appli ed. to the l!ny au wll " " I.e:. t l•.: i.J "".~• 

!Lr . Puttox·uon sttteJ tl.ut It """ plannod to call 1100n eppro>.h:utaly ~h bundt•od 
Uegroou wiJo wt:ra ruservo otti eora tor uae ln tlltt Drt:lild ro.rcoa . J...n\1 es to the 
rurt hor uso or liesroes us ortlcers ~ otatod thut the \\or IAI'Ur~l'l(nt is bowul 

by leg!olatlor. passed by Co110r a&a ib 1920 liii>Hl11t:: the;o to tho u~a or o.tloero 
.. ho have hud ,/or ld ••ur •orvl cu or n . O. 'i.'. C. truinlna . P&ttorsc.n •tated thut tt.o 
\ier Dep .. t·tm•nl .. u uttoatptl1J6 to gat Cor~1 .... to chiUiee t hlo •ct slnco otrl<·ors 
"Hh the obovv qUAl1tlclltiou tAro not sutrlolent In nurbor to ).andl~ t>,a amy which 
r Ul be cro .. ted b;r lLo d.rart . IJr, Patterson did not rotor to orttcors trfiir.od at 
West ~tnt t roQ ~•h1ch traarooa aara ts.L'tO~•, col'!"plttelr t!'Xclcdcd, U.ere hav1c.g betn 
on.ly two !legro ,;reduntu tro~t tb11t t,.nutl tution elnce 1870. 

Appurontly 1.10 ono or tho con r•rouo \11th tho e:<COJ>tlor. ot t:osaro . Rtu~dolph, Hill , 
and. tho Sccre~ery 'lied ev•n tbot~t;bt or nun-soc>·osuted un11.s in ~ho Artny. Tho 
Prea 4ent , ho'r;evet·, \'41-S 1r~med1otol,y t'~cept1Tt wJhen the :;eerotut·:' culled to b1~ 
e.ttontlc:.u tt" teet t hnt wl ilo the"' nJr-ht be ot the outset dltfl$ulties In )>U~tsna 

white and l!enro soldlt.l'S touctt.or in t.;1satealp):1 and Ceors:to 41,1c1ons or reg11ttn1.a: 
t horo .,,,. no rasoon to untlclpate any dtrtlcultlee as b'h c unaurpos.,.,ble I n states 

like Uew York, t!assecbu&dtta, Peu.nsylva..'\161 and Illinois, ·hen. t:ocl'Qes and ''lit t.ea 
attend tho sume schools, pluy on the seoe 4thl-..tic te:ts.es, and liTe in the !!Wilu 
nelthborhoodo Yllthou t dlftlculty . The Secretary empllnsl zed that in .nanny fl<:htlnc 
allegedly for dl)l!locraoy ehould be t he lest ~loco In v:Mcll to pl•actlce undemocratic 

••sroe• tion . 

Tl'.o Pr.,l4unt at ... kd t!Jut lt ahould oot be d.ltrtcu: t to hov• tho llocro r•r.ln:~nla 

next to the »LIte rvcl&..nta and th• l."e<;lOO b"tt3ry non to tta >~I.H• bntter; In an 
!.ply d!YIIlon; t bot In tlatl or war ropluccnenh rrcn O!ld battery or reglr.ent to 
anotter aru the usual }irooe4uree; tbnt chroua:b this continuity or t:osro end uhlto 
re,--;1menta and buttur1ee 1 bo Joi.rmy cou·ld "bo.ck into•' th~ rol'1!".ot1on or units w1 thout 

••sreea tlon . 
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J.:r , Pottereon et~teJ to tt .. Secretory thut the wggostlon """ onu 

!'<>rtmant tod DO VOl' thout)Lt Of but tt1ut ho personally thoU(I.~ t!.ut 

Jl ent 'lli'Orth t.ryillb und one v.htch :uic,ht b& MO.d.O a OUC'ICI!Dtt. 

whl ob ttu lrar De­
l t tf&l 6.ll t:X'J.iti -

1 

As to tbe ft&Y)' , C~l . Y..oox iit<tted t) ut llbtlA he .es ayr.}athetle , he !"alt t.tu-:. the 

problem thoro ,..e., o.lJno~ t unuo~ve.blt s i nce non lioYO to l1v\l t ogethor on ohi pa . Fro 

statod t het SouthurJ• sbipb &Wd Uortborn ships aro icpotlait,l&. 

'i'hi3 President, l•o\.u'fer, atatttd to Col. Knu.c that Iince the :toY)~ t;aa orp:a!zlnc nt~w 

bunl.le for ehip¥ , tho ~!avy 151•ould imudiatol~· ot'gW\1z.e llo((ro bnqcl'-' tlJh1 plbco then 

on tho oblpa. 'l'blu wuld bo ., o;>enlte toward •lhlob l r. time n.lcl·t help to sol ve tto 

p.roblen &inc• 1t '~ld as.co•lato:: whtte s&Jlora \.o thu prn:;s...J.cc o r Hot;t"'ue eo r;h i ps . 

Col . t:nox pl"':.-:t:.~ocl. to l ook 1nto thu poes1b1l1tieu or dotna t htc .• 

n t \hlo point the bUuch•d nolll0ran4w; wbleh red buon prc!"-rod by tl:o t.:caora. Rundolph , 

fill) , end :;hf te, '"'lth tho u.ash;te.ne• of L.eaars: . l'O,I&ton, l'•at!e, ~nd . .'CQT.r:- tte.e pru.-. 

sentad to tho Pruotdun t 61\d t:esaru. Knox Ond Puttoreoo . :.:ach ot the:se 1nd1v-1duale 

agreed to study t he r:.anoru.ncluo end to sao who.t could bo d"'~J •o ehO~at c arry ' nr: 1 t out . 

':'he President ro-tsd t1 .1) cct..vr'-fl.ium curei\:.lly betoro the CN'Ii'tl"Lnca ~nd6d . 

'TM~ !"res1d~.>nt tJtet~d to t!1t \,tlr a.nd l~ovy DldJlurtll.~nt repreu~"l t-et1'fos t l.6.t tbere slto ld 

bo aoo~one l r. euo)• or tLase dopartruon ts to hb.Ddle Jnatt ors r blatinu to t ho J!egro. 

'fl".c 3ecra1.ary t"'t t l •• 1J:cilpreue1o'l thut the Pre4!lent. had in td~d only SOJ:l&ono1n e.n 

ac!Yieory ca,paci ty rotLer th.un ono t:i th euthori t.y 6\lch ae wulc:' be vcste4 tn, tot· ex~plo. 

an uoetstant secr&tury ot '.lar , or an ess1atent to t t+e 'a t:td a ld!it :.roc rete~; or ,;ar, an:l 

'eompartlblo posjtioll in U. o l·avy . 

It will r e:61n to bu aoon b~~ fur the two brancboa of the ar~d service wlll go . s=­

phnoio we.a ple.ced 111 eli minutt n.:: c11acrimJnut1on in onploy1ront 1TI the nrrey- :.r3eno.ls, 

t!avy Yards , antl in t ba op)iront1c:cthl p sehoole betne eonduut.ed by tho Gov•rtL"t.~Jr.t. .3&­

c:auoe l..:' the lbortt.u&JS ot tlle , thorc W48 no opportunity to :-o tnto &l'"fl6t dbt.aU 1D 

connoot ion ~fth tb1a diecr1mtnet1on . 



1 MEI~ORAllDIDI aa suggested basis of conference on alleged 
d{aor1m1nat1on a~a1nat Ne~roea in t he arrued 1forces -
1'/bite House, Sep ember 27 19 : 

' 

The following are i mportant phases of the i ntegration ot 
1 

the Negro into military aspects of the nntional defens e program : 

l. The uae of presently available Negr o reserve office rs 

in t raining recrui ts and other forma of act ive servi ce . At the same 

I ' time, a policy of training additional Negro off icers in all brauc .. .,. 

o! the asrvices shoul d be announced, Present facilities and t hose to 

b e provided in the futur e should be Mde a vailable for such trnini n t; . 

2 . Immediate des1gnnt i on of centers wher e Negroes may be 

trained for l"lork in all branches of the aviation corps. I t is not 

enough t o train pilots alone, but in addition navigator s , bo~bore , 

gunners, radio~men , andoochanica must be trained in order to fac111-

tate f ull Negro participat ion i n the air ser vice. 

), Exist ing uni ts of the Army and units to be eetablished 

shou l d be required to accept and se l ect offic ers and enl i sted personne l 

without regard to rnce . 

11- . Specialized personnel such as Neg ro p hysicians, dentist s, 

pharmacists and offi cers of chemical wa rfare , camouflage servi ce and 

the like s houl:J. be integrated i nt o the servic es . 

5. The appointment of Negroes as ••e a pons 1ble mamber·a in t he 

various natic.nal and l ocal agencies engaged 1n the administm t l o n of 

t he Selective Service and Tr a1n1ng Aot of 1911-0. 

6. The development ~ effective technique s for assuring 

the extensio n of t he policy of integration t o posit i on s i n the Navy 

other than the menial services to which Negroes are now t·e at r 1ctad . 

7. The ' adoption of polici es and t he development of tech~ 
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nl.quea to assure tl;le pat•t1c1patl.on of trained Negro women as Army and 

Navy nurses ae >·ell as 1n the Red Crose . 

One of the proaeduree which wi),l facilitate the a bhievement 

of thee~ objeo{ivee is the appointment of competent Negro oiv1lians as 
. I 

ass i stants to the Seorete.ry of liar and the Secretary of the Navy. To 

be effective, suoh assis t an ts eho,uld. be responsible d!.t•ectly to those 

Cabinet members and should be vest eli >~1 th au thor ity to r equire the co-

operation and aas1etance of technical and administrative personnel of 

thoee Departments in the devising of effective and orderly procedures. 

In addition, there i s the equally im portan t problem of 

equitable participation of Neg roes in employment 1nc1dent t o nat l.cn~l 

defense, with particular reference to army arsenals, navy yar ds and 

indust ries hav ing national defe,nee contracts . 

I 

. . 
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THI!: WHITI!: HOUSI!: 

WASHINGTON 

Ju•ge Patteraon eayal 
' 

ParP.graph #3 1e 1nnoourn te a n.d should rend 

'The President stated to the conterp,es that 
Negro unit e would be organ1red into al l 
b1·anches ot the aNy, combat as ttell as 
service . • 

Paragraph as ehould be on1tted aa it is 
not true. During the diacusaion, the 
President pointed out that this is not 
possible ot noh1eve=ent at this time. 

Par~graph #8 - Judge Patteroon does not 
te>1ember that this was d18ouaeed . It wne 
on the me"o preaen t od by the llngroea, 
but it was not d1ftcuaeed. Thi s paracrraph 
should be left out . 

lot . C. ':' . 



I 
iev Tort -·-- , Detail• ot the conference dealing vlth dhcriaination 
~&!not ~ocrooo +n tho armed !orooo of tho Uni ted Statoo vhloh vao hold 
at tbo Wblto Rouoo oo September 2?thlvoro made public today by tho 
I.A.A. C,P, 

Preaent at the conterence were: The Pre1ident, Secretary of the NaT7, 
Frank luoz. Aoolatant Secretary of War, Robert P. Pattoroon, A. Ph!llp l 

•/ &.ndolph , Pree14ent ot the Brotherhood of Sleeping Oar Portera, ~.Arnold 
Rill, ot the l etinnal Youth Adminla tration, ~nd Walter Whlte, Secretary ot 
the National Aeeoci~tion For the Ad.vancet'\ent of Oolored People. 

The Prealdent etated to the conlereea that legroe1 would be integrated 
'J into all branebee of the &T'!IIJ", combat ae well o.a eerTice, units, at tbe rate 
' of 9.~~ vhlcb Ia the ratio of tbo ~egro population t b tho total population. 

lo r~epon•• to 1nqu1r1ee .ab~t the trAining ot Negroce Dt Coeeiesioned 
0(ficerl, the Ute of Yegro protea~onala IUCh as doctors, dentiats, 

\ 
phareaciate and nuraee , · ~nd the use of Nogreoa in the Air Corpa, the 

\ Preaident etst8d tbat plane tor the uae ot Negroea in these capacltiea had 
not ye t been deYeloped. 

, 
A conelderable part 

' of organilatioJt ot mtxed 
repreaentatlve agreed to 

stated thnt the War Department 
offlooro but that tbo dato 

- . 
of the diecuaalon was devoted to the posa1bll1ty 
unite i o Northern Statea. !ht War Department 
conelder thla proposal. 

At to the llaT7, Ool. Koox atated that ~hilo he aaa a;onnp~theUc, be 
felt that the problem. tberc vnt almoct 1ntoluble Rlnco men bD.ve to lhe 
to8ether on ahipa. Col Knox et eted that "Southern• and • Northern" ahipa 
e.re l.mpon:ible. 

At the conchtt1on of tbo Co4fer e nce the Prfiaident eugg~ated the 
ia:edi a.te appointment of o. quolltled liegro ln the Va.r Departoent and. one 
ln the Havy Department to aaal$t ln the solution of thene particular problomt. 

Meotra . Randolph, Rill, and White pre&ented a ~emora,ndum to the 
Preeident and the War and NaVT represen tatives urtins t~e uae of Negro 
r"eerve ottice'ra and th\! aa.me opportun1tiee tot- tr&inlng licgroea aa glTen to 
othere, the opeain& ot opportunitlea for tt-aining and service in all 
branchet ot the air aerTlc&, r equirement• thot existing units of the army 
and units to be eatablithed be requirnd to accept o1t1cera and enlisted 
pereounel on the b•t1t of ability inetead o~ race or color. t he uae ot 
~ualified Negro technlc1Rnl 1 •bolitlon of racial di&criminntlon ·in the 
NaYy, and the appointment of competen t llegro c1T111ana at A~n ittanta to the 
Socr•tary of tbo V•r and tho lavy. 

Abolition ot tho exiating diacri•tnAt.ion not o.nly in the &1'1Ded torcea 
but 1n eaployment of »e,;·roea in A.f'ff\V Ar•enal1, lla'Y)" Tarda, and indue trial 
planta who have rec~ived. lla tlonal Defense Contra.cta ltl\a alao urged 
Yigoroualy . 

' 

• f 
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Speaking on behalf o! Neooro. RaD4olph, Rill and himself, V&lter Vh1te 
made tho follD~iog ot&tement: •It io ,r&t1fYing tbat opportunity hAt been 
&!forded to diocuoo tranklT with tho Co.aan4or io Ohtot and with the top 
oepresontatiYeo ot tho lavy and ~rmy the fl~rant dloerlmlnntion Nerro 
citl•eno are onn~untorln~ in the combat and olYilrLo wingo of N&tional 
Dotenoo. Vbilo Yor,r little woo dotlnltel7 prom1ood eo tar •• action 
againet \he11 barrlare 1a concerned, ve bel1~•• 4et1n1te protreae vaa eaae . 

. . 

• 
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Thank you very much for clear1Jl8 up t he 

matter of the release on the \.'hi te House confer-

ence on Sept ember 27th. Here i s copy of the 

story which we sent out by air mail today in 

order to reech the llegro press for public ation 

t bi s week . 

Mr s . Eleanor Hoosevel t 
The \",'hi t e Hou se 
Washington , IJ . C. 
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Dt'l'J.ILS Oi' Vl!ltt HOU'o£ CONfrJCIICC Cll 
m-:r-liA'IY-INOUbTRY DlbCRIKINA1'10!l 
.n0Al!IS1' UEGRO~ i\tvC.U.£!) 

Mcaorand~ ot Roqu~11:1 Prcacntcd to Prcs1don~ 

r:ott York·---DotaU.e ot tho oonto~nco dcal1n.s v1th dh ... 
crl oln.otlon t~glll.nat llogroo• ln tho AMIOd rorcoa or the Unlt.od St.rl.tOI 
whloh '"'~'' t'.cld at tho \f'JUt.l Houle on September 27th wore o'ldo publ1o 
todny by the N, A. Ji..C.P . 

ProeOnt At tho oont'cJ·~noo wt~ro : Tho Pr¢s1dont , tho 
s.~o rotnry or tho Navy , Col. rrnn k Xne>x, tho Ass1stnnt Socroto.r)' ot 
~lflr, Robot·t P . Pllttoreon , A, J•hllip Randolph Pr.:eld.ont o r t~c 
Brotherhood or Slooplng Cor Porttlr~, T. Arnoid H1ll , or tho !lnt.lonnl 
YO\Ith J..dninutrntlon, nnd Valt or llnll.O , ScoNtt\rY ot tho Nnt1t~nnl 
•\eeoc l nt l on to1· tho Adv(tnOoo.Jn t o! Colored f .::opl c . 

The Proeldont atntcd to tho con to roo a thn.t :Jce;ro \tnt t 1 
voul4 bo orgn.n1£o:1 fn oll brc.nohol or tb: !\roy, Co:lbat n.s vull oa 
eorvlcc unit s . 

In ~aponeo to 1nqulrl..ll nbout the trttln1.n.g or l'oar"(J( a n• 
Cooc.laalon-cd Otflccra, tho uec or Negro protoeston.:tls such Aa 
doctors, dcntlata, ph.:lrc4outa t.n.t nuraoe, rut.1 tbo usc or Nc0roee 
tn tl'» Air C:.rpa, tho Proe14ont ltAto4 th\t pl.t.na tor tho u~ of 
N'OGTO.:t& 1n thc'"c cnpecltl.¢1 h.r.4 not yot b.:ton developed. 

The I .. ealltnnt soor.rtnry or var, PAtterson .tatol! that tho 
\far Dop!\rt~nt pln.nnod t o call tor IOJ'"tlOo a.oon No'ro N&orvo 
orrtoore bu~ t~~t tho dnto h44 not yot been dool4c~ upon . 

.Aa to t bo Nnvy, Col . Knox etoto4 tl'-J\t w!Ulo ho Wil l 
aycpa.thct l c, ho tolt tht\t tho problem t :bro wna n.lnoat. l.neolv.blo 
t lnco nan lt"\vo to Hvo togothcl"' on sh1pe . Col. Xnox atntod thr.t 
•south.non• Md. • tlorthorn• eh.lpt nro 11apoaa1blo. 

Ml)ter a . Annd.:)lph, Hill, nnd. \ih1 to pro aontod .,. ~nor{\ftdut:l 
to tho Proel!ont nnd tho wnr nnd Nnvy ropr~eontntlvoa urg 1nJ thQ ueo 
or Negr o r os11r vo orfloore M4 tho.> anno oppo rtun l tl 3 f ?r trnlnlng 
NcGrooe ae g iven to othore, tho opon1na or opportun l tloa tor trnlntns 
nnd eervl eo 1n Gll brMohot or 1. no nlr eorv!.cc, rcqulrooonta tt.ot 
ox1et tne uni ts or tho amy ~4 un1tl ~o bo ottnbllahcJ bo r ooulro4 to 
Acoo-pt o ttiocre Md onlutoi poreonnol on the bna!.a or ·Abllt~r ... 
t netond or reoo or color, tho uto or qu~trto4 MoGTO ~ocbnlc1a.ne, 
nbol1t 1on o r molAl 41eor1a1nAtl"lft ln tho Nnvy, nnd tb.l 1\p~l.·t'lo.t\t 
ot eoopctcnt Negro c1v111on1 •• Aeallt~nte to tho Scor~tdrJ o r ti~ 
Vnr and tbo Ha.yy. 

Abollttcn or tho oxlet~ dltort~a.t1~ no~ ~n1y 1n t b o 
a.mcd roroca but ln. o:.plO)'DOnt Of JfOSNCI lJl A.rnJ AriGnt'llG, Jlnv7 
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-Xards, and-l.nduotr:l.lll pl.D.nt.Js vbo ..ho.vc ...::.oe.ol.vo-11-.NatiQnol. Dotonao.­
Contr•ote wna Aleo urged vigorously. 

Spoo.klng on boMlt ot Y.o sara . Rnndolph, ··111 Md h1o.oolt, 
Wo~to.r vnuo nado t ho tollO\rtlniJ atoUt'lont : •tt 1s gr$tlty1n~ 
thnt bpport unlty hns boon nttorded. to 4lsouaa tran.kly w1th tho 
COtu:IMdOJ"-lnfOhiaf on.1 wltb tho top r oprosontP.tlVOS Of tho linvy al\d 
Army tho rll\grMt d.18cr1D1na.uon Mogro clthona nr o oncoW'ltorlng 
1n t ho coabnt nnd o 1v 1llan wl nga ot Ne~.~1onnl Dotonso . \lh.llo ve ry 
little wns ~otlnltoly p~leod ao tar na aot1on cgnl net thooq 
bnr r l or e 18 oonoor nod, vo boltovo 4of1n1to progroee was r,\€ldo . • 

Tho aoDploto text 
Roo•ovolt, Col . Knox or tbo 
Po.ttoraon ronda : 

ot tho. oocof'Ondun glvon to Proel~ont 
¥avy, nnd AGslstnnt 8oorot~ry or wa.r 

' "Tho tollovlng arc lcportont pl"..oeos of tho 1ntogrntlon 
or tho tlogro into o1l1;Ar y nspocts ot ~ho na.tlonnl dotons.o progr-"r.'l: 

"l. Tho usa or prosently avnllablo t•efJ,rO rosorvo ott'1ccro 
in tra.lnlna: l"ocrui ts an~ other fOM:IS of o.otl.vo 1aorv1Co . At tho 
aaoo tl \ O , a. pol loy ot t l"O.ln lng nd<.\lt ional Negro off lee ra 1n nll 
branchoe or the sorv~cos should be nnnounood. Prosont fnc111tlea 
ltn~. thoeo to bo provided in tho futuro ohould 'bo oado a vnllablo 
for euch trn1n1ng . 

I 

"2 . lModl.l'to ao&ignatlon or contcl"s whore ncgrooa r.to.y bo 
trnino~ tor work ln all bra.nchos or tho avlatten corpo . It la 
not onou6h to trnln p1lote olono , but in nd0.1t1on nov16o.tors, 
boabora, ~nnors 1 r~dio-oon , nnd oc ohanlce must be t r ained 1n 
or<\or to tnc111tl'lto f ull ~;egrO; participation in tho· (tit' e orvleo. 

"3 · Ex1oting uni te or tho Aray nnd unit s to bo oetabl1Ghod 
should bo roqu1rod to o.ccopt an~ oo l oot orric e rc ond cnl16tod 
poreonnol .,,lthout r ogarcl to r.no o . · 

•4 . SpeoiolHod. poroonnol at1Ch ae NegJ•o phya1c 1nna. 
dont1Gta, pbnran.ciats a.nd ofrtcara of ohomlcal wa.rfnro, onuoutlago 
sor-•Jico o.nl! the ll.ko ahould be int egrate<\ tnto tho eorvicoo . 

"5· Tho appolntcont or t~ogrooa na r oapons l bl o uornbere in 
tho vo.r1ou.o national and loc{\1 ogo no1oa cnsngod ln tho ndnlnls­
trat1on or tho SoloctlVO sorvloo And Training Act or 1940 . 

11 6 . Tho dovo l opnont or effceuvo tochnlquoa ror flssurln.g 
tho oxtonolo n or tho pollc;y or lntagrnt lon to poBltlono 1n tho 
Ntt.vy othor than tho oonlal aorvt cce to wbloh tlogroe a aro now 
roat rlctod. 

•7 4 Tho adoption ot polloloa and tho devolopoont or 
t oohn1quoa to casuro tho pe ~tlclputlon or trolnod Nogro wvnon ae 
Ar'Q)' and Navy nuroo o ao Well tt.a ln tho Rod c roa s . . . 

"One or tho proco~~roo which wll l taollito.to t ho 
achl ovocont or those objeotivoa ,1s tho APP,Olntoont of compe tent }togro 
o l vll1Ana n6 nsslstnnte to tho secretAry or War t.n4 tho socrotllJ")' ot 
tho tlavy . To bo otroctl ve , eu.oh 4881ato.nta a:hould bo r osponelblc 
f lrectl y to thoao Cablnot oor.tbora an~1 should bo veatocl wi th authority 
t o roqulro tho cooporot1on o.nd f\081Gto.neo or tochnicnl o.n4 a~.r.lln1atrn­
t1vo poraonnol or thoeo Dop&rtmonte ln tho dovistno or offoot1vo ~nd 
or-derly p:roccd.u.res . 

In tt.4c11t1on, thore 18 the oqual ly lr;..,ortMt problon 
0 1 oqU:t..tl\blo po.rtlo1PQtion ot Ncgrooe 1n oc.ployoont incident to 
nnt1onal dofonao , wltn pnrtioulnr rofor onco to o.rmy o.roenola, navy 
yar .\s o.n4 ln.".uet r loa hnvlng nntloMl~ dofonoo cont racts . " 

I 
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6Jlelosina lhc learlo~ Gent to ;rou by so::.e cne 

in Te:nne~seo. 

Vcr; sinceMl.y j'OUrS, 

Ur • .tiller -.ohl.to 
Rational 4asoc1at1on Cor lht 
AdTanc.....,t ot Colorod l'ooplo 
69 P1tth .won"• 
l w York . N• York 
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Li:t dear llrs . Roosevelt: 

(MU LU H HO\IU•IIi 
IMUR$000 NUIIIAU. 

trrcu. t. ccu• ut 
W IUJU I P IUIIIt 

OIIIIUrOI! 01 UAMCIU t 
O.un £. LAM.tltllll 

' '"' slc•.&.uu t rlllCUI< ....... . 
.._,.,,. COOROI 114r0 11 

Ci&.O•GI I NU!t'"" · Jtt , 
I'U.\ IC. IU ""0 riOMOfi Oif 

.IV JAIIIU H. IIOIIUOIII 
AUII•• 'tt:un• otarcro• 

;ou 
I an sor}\y we were fo reed to tolre this step . But tho llhito House announcement left us no o the r elternetiv., . 

Here is e typical exunple or the spot on 11hich we Here put . IUss Pe&.rl !11 tcholl of Clove­land is a prominent social worl:er e.nd e mF.nl>er or tho llntionol Goard of tho Jl.,~ • • <.c .r . I enclose copy of a l ettut• She 11ao just sent us of the affect of tho '.'Jhi te House steterQent . I enclose elso copy of a letter frou t:J.s s Henriette ?ellenberg of l:ew York '-ity. 

',/e huvo been SIICI'lped with protests and in­quiries. I an sure you can see the position i n which 11e were put • 

~:rs . El.ee.nor Roosevel t 
Hyde Pnrk, 
riew York • 

11\'/ :CTF 

mer c: al~'ttt--,r "Fo'"" 

.Secretary. 

_ ... 
l NOOitUO If THl MAIIOH.o\L IN,OIUfAJION IUUAU. UO WUT .tho SllltlU, NlW YORIC 

Jhc ANNUAl. OONFllR!iNCil, PHII .AOf>LPJ II A, I'A., ]UNfl IR·21, I'MO 



CO.t"i 

Dear W&l ter and Roys 

8126 :Fl. V3rd street 
Cleuland, Ohio. 

oot. ll, 111.0. 

Pardon joint letter but time will not pe~it separate onea. 

let. At our ~ao. Com, meeting thie ~ thara waa e vary heated 

diaouaa1on ra t he untalrnaaa of our H.A.A.c,p, Net'l Office and Polioiea 

about politioa. 

Harry Davia lad the attack and w. o. Walker, Call Poet eaaiated. 

They maintain that ~. Piokena waa restricted in his political activities 

Just beoauae he wu out tor ll·endell 1•1llk1a, Republion.'l . 

That lt&lter 1\'bi te want out tor Al Smith and is now out tor 

Roosevelt! that llalter lll!d li • .A.A,C.P. are oomprolliaing by naaanting to 

Jim Crow n the u. S, Army & Navy by Pres. Rooaavelt juat beoeuae he is 

tor Ilooanal t. 

!bat !loy l<'ilkina ia uahti%16 the Demoorate by allowing a letter 

to be aant, trom their headquarters quoting him •• favoring the New Deal. 

And ~.alkar added Roy•a piotura aooompaniaa the article. l reo•d a letter 

~ut no photo. Alao that Roy io using the Criaia tor Roosevelt , that he 

tore up all the atataaeot1 or ~illkie & plana to ' uae the next issue juat 

before the alaotion to boo1t Rooaevelt . 

The white praaa or Cleveland (every-one ot the three- Plaindenler, 

Pre a a & Nna) are tight.ing Rooeavel t on 3rd term baaia auppo .. dly & they put 

into their papera a diatort.ed art.iola re Pros. 3ooaevelt and tho Negro with­

out one diaaantins remark tram tho n.A.A.C.P. end other leadera preaent. 

Al. tho Walker' e headlines ore •Rooaavalt ox:• 1 Army's J 1m Crow 

Policy• ha doal ,Print at the bott01:1 or hie quotation• troa stephan Xarly, 

Preaa Seo•y to Rooaevelt the tull release IJada from your ottioo. 

Graoa Caver Alexander telephones ua that heated argunenta are 

baing bald alao at ottioea of Relief eto, saying No AohoC, P. 1e lariAS do~ 

& aooeptiac Jim Orow policy. I think a preee release as to our atand 1a 

TerY ll!O!!IH'l. 

Per.an&lly I WI tor Booeevelt altho I cannot understand hie ailaooe 

on the Anti-Lynoh Oi1l or on Jim Crow polioiea. As muoh aa it ia neoeasary 

tor him to be a etrategiat to hold acme Southern strength he oould take a 

etan4. However, I teel Hf•JI~iaevelt has covered hie detioienoiea, that 
ahe do .. port.rq -.bat he wo lite to do ao I IW still for llooaovelt . 

OUr oourt. employees oro forbidden to enter into politics & thus 

it ia neoeeaary tor 1118 to atey out. llowever they ao.y roy nwe apelle 

li,A,A,C,P. here u4 I would o&ll Jil¥eelf en Independent tor the sake or 

aia&n4eratan41n&• • auoo .. aea ot the li.A..&.C . P, locally, 

I tael that Charlie Houaton did the right thing, that tha Board 

took the r1Sht atap re it1 requeat tor ealaried membera or the atarr & 

attiliatiOA. I 1t.lll reel tba\ rou, »:1 two trianda, muet watoh a. ba oara­

tul it we are to be ooDB14era4 le1r • Ooaaiattpt. 

Sinotraly youre, 
Pearl 



O.ntlaun: 

COPY 

Ootobor l l, 1940 

Tho Now York KYon1ng ~ bad an art1olo 1o ohich • •• oaid 
I 

tb.at Wal ter 1fb1t;e, pr.aident ot tbe U. A.A.O.P., waa i n ta'for ot having 

sogregotod llogro troops 1n t bo Unit ocl Statoo A:rncy. 

I O&llDOt undorataod &UOh an Utl tudo COlling troa o leader 

ot the t ight tor tho rlgbta or Nogrooo i n Amerlca . 

ao. 

II tills stand can bo UJ>lainod to o:o, will you plouo do 

S1noor oly , 

(Signod) Henrlo tta Il'ollonborg (1!1ae) 

:s36 Fol"t Waabinston A•csnue 
New Yort, u. Y. 
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WHITE HOUSE OIIAROED WITH 
' TRICKEIIY IN J.JHlOO IIClllG 
Jll< CROW POLICY or ARMY 

ll.UCP Don l oa Approv iJ"C: acarepUn:n ln Wlro to :PrcU4on\ 
Doolaro• Ho Ueod. Kcaro LGa4ora and 0:-ganl&.'\tlona 1n 

Attempt t o Cover Up Untalr TroatODnt at Roco ln 
Natlonol Ottoneo 

NEGRO CFrtCER.I 0 :1 THL Sl..IDS 

on4 

No·"' York---A atntor.~ont. trcr11 tho W'hlto liouao Ootob4r 9 
lmplytnr that n. coc.aitteo of thr co po reona, lnclu41ns Wolto1· WlUto, 
aoorotary or tho N.A .A .C.P., hAd APproved a poltey or aogrosAtlon 
tor flogro unlts l.n tho Army, wse ropu<11ctcd and donouncots hero 
Oc to'bor 10 l n lL prompt t.ologrtw ot proto at tO Preeld.Ont ROOIOVOlt . 

1'ho Unltod. Pro11 aooount or tho wtr.J.to Kouao lt.At .. ~cnt 
4cclarcd.: 

•W'h.ltc House Socn:ttu•y £6:"17 Mld tbl aogrogauon policy 
vat a ppro•t4 at~cr Kr. Rooat volt ho4 ccntor:rcd vltb Valt or Whl~•. 
protl4on~ ot tho Natlonol Ataoolatlon tor tho Advaneoccnt o t 
Colorod. Pocplo. and 'tVO otl»r Negro lol'\d.ora. ~to . • 

Thl.a phl"ntoology 1n tho p:roea vat chnr~tcto:rlto4 'by tho' 
tLA.A.C.P. oa a •tr1ok• to !JlVO thO lmprouton thr\t tlegroot hl'4 
npprovod. ot tho Aro,y Jla or ow, Md t o :rcr.tovo tho proaauro trom 
Proa14on~ ROOBO'.'Ol t €16 Cor.ll;:l.t'nd,Or-ln-Ch1or or tho Jr.rmy 1}1\d 11(\Y)' . 

Tho tolcg~, algnod by Mr. Whltc, A. Phlll1p ~~dolph, 
pretldont of tho Brothorhoo4 ot Slooplng C~ Po:rtore,and T. Arnold 
K1ll 1 tomcrly lnduatr Lol aocrotl\ry or tl'o Na.t1.on.r..l Urbon LOtliUC end 
ot proaont on aaaletant ln tho tl&tloMl Youth A4n1nlltrt\U? n, doolarct 
•t.n & vrltttn aoooranduo we aub=lttod vo ap~citlcally rcpu4lftt04 
togroglltlen . • 

On o ther polntt o r poUo7 onunel.ntod 'by tho ~U.o Ko.a10 
ttat.toont, tho tologrna 4eolaro4: 

•vo Mit Y1g01"0Utl7 Pf'OUat J'®r Approval Of Vtlr Dopor-tDOI 
polloy rtgcr41.ng Mogrooa ln nmo4 rorooa wh1ch prccl.udoa rtosro 
ott1oor1 oxeept oMplal.na And 4ootort 1n rogulllr nmy un1te other 
than t wo nntlcnal guar d rag1Cionu a tnt foeS by tfo-gro ortloora . Vo 
4ony •t•tooent thAt 'at araonolt nn4 aroy poGta Ne~ro clv1l1tln8 ~ro 
aooor4.od oqunl opp<rrtunlty tor ol!'()lO)'IIOnt ' • 

. •uo oek proor tMt. ovon ono Ucgro u no"W 'bclns stvo n 
avl~tlon tralnlng Ra pilot 1n aro)' ft11"\ 09rpa. Ae rooontly Ql October 
tlrtt nlnotton rorty tho AdJutant 01neral of the ~ar O.pnrtoont vroto 

(ConUnuod) 

I· 



, 

,. 
-l-•appliCf\tlOI\1 r roo colored portons tor tl)'1tlg ondoo npj'K)intCIOno o r tor on~Ut.oon t 1n tho Alr Corpl Aro not btllng l\ocoptod.' 

•Vc f urtb) r vl&orDUil)' quoeti:>n )*Our IStfi:\.Q:lOnt thAt. OOJ"Alo u eplortdl~ ~n cxUt lng Nogr o unlt t nt tho r'OIJUliU' tu'U)' . Uony cn­l latod caon ln thoto aogroc:n.t o4 unit 1 hr.v., rAdo ropc11t o!\ pr ot,.. ate ot bcl.nS toroo4 to 10rvo oa hoet.lor• M4 aorvo.nts to wtuto nrnt ottloors. uo t urthor qUOttlon that Jlc oroc;.v pol1oy of o.rny ' hl\a been provo n no.tutoot ory' . It hna 1\I)Vcr boen ant1at notory nor 1t lt 1\.QV t o Nogro A.elet' l OMi o Such IOgl"'CCIntlon Mt boon 40itNCt1VI or aornlo and haa poroltto~ pre Juc11e-cd eupor1.Qra to oxcroliO th;)l r b igotry on dor.,neohu Nogro r ogloonu . 
• we oro lnoxpl'cltlbly ah)o'kc4 tlvlt a Prctl4cnt or th::l Un1to4. Stotwl e.t. a tloo o r natl• .. nal ~orl l ahou l.J eurrondor •o oon­pl otol'l ) t o o non101 o r DoooorAO.V who WQU14 4oetroy ne u c,nnl unity by ' ddvo-cat 1tl~ aog-rof\1\t l ?n . Ortlc tel epprow~l by tho Cornt"n.1er- lrt-Cb.tef o r tho A.roy and ,.Av7 o r 1ucb tuorl~JJ\a~lon al\1 •ct.-ri'f;~~t.U.,n u ft t\.'\'o ln thl back or DoOOOmOy . It l t t\ trng l c 00 1no1('.crv:: o t.hflt )',II 10 IUtd your etf:\tOIJont on tho eli.Do df\1 tho ooup do (Jraco YA• glvon by s~mto kaJox·Uy IAAt!.er Alben B•rkloy to tb:t A.ntl-£.¥nohlng bill.. 'iho ~ acu f\rc 8 4o.ublo blov u tho patrlot.tao or t volve oUUon llcnro oltUone . • 

1'ho HM CP t.at ecnt A lot tor t o lU 600 brMOhcl, Y?Uth counq:Lh a.n~ ooUego ohcaptcra ursll16 activo on4 cot. 11\uod protoat ngolntt Prnt l dent Rooaovolt' a Jlet orov Mtlon.ol ".ct¢nao polloy . 'tho lottor a eka octlon bororo ulootton .!~\)' t o n.o.ko tt\, protfltte er Nq;ro ~rloMa noat ortoeuvo . 

Tho NAACP ann~uncod thnt t~~ w~lc sootl?n or polloy 4oallfl8 wl th !logro ar1y oruoora vot o plM. to put Ncsro otflcc:ra •on the tkl~a· and eventually ol1o1Mto thOD oltO£etbOr. 
An lt:lportnnt l>fll't ot t ho N. A.A.e .P. protoete ant. oc uvtty v U l bo uoon tt.c oopl oyoont ot UC£t"OOI 1n AracMla, MV'I 'l&n!l, Md lnduetrlal plt.nu vhlob Mvo bocm n"'1'Lretwt oontmots un~cr tho nat1Cnal doten•o prosran . 

BAI\ll.!:Y 50~N!lS DEATH 
OT Ali!'I-I.Yl<Clilt:O BII.I. 

SOYI Pcll of SenAte Shovl Not En~~b Vctol to lnvo~o Cloture An~ Thua Bont rtl1buator 

10/ll/110 

lteth1nston,D.C.-ln an ottoopt to obvtnto aAJ rurtbar discu1 11on or t !'o nnt 1-l)'nohl.ng b1ll .1ur1 1\J th1e toe ll~n or Con.;ro 111, SonAta Haj or1 ty Lender All) on 8f'r>:loy tol~ tN Son1~t a on 'l'uoatloy, Oct ober 8 tl\nt ho Yfts •wllllnt:" to ta)to tho roapontlb111ty ot &D.Y~ that 1n tl» nlt.tt c.r our lntcmn.tl~nal euurtun. c-ur 4ote!'liO p~ogr~ •.• • lt 11 1aprAo t 1onl Qt th1 • t~o to nok~ n tuttle otfort t o obtn.l n n vot e ~n th.> blll . • 

Adu1U1n.J that ln'o'OltlnC Cl~tazro (l LJlU'l.. .. On Of \tObMO) would bo tho c nly t~Ma or sot tin.; n vo t o o n tl-4) blll ho ant ~. : • r hA.v o hnd n vvry CIINful poreonal nn.1 lndlvlctu.nl poll mfo or tho ~oabort or the Sona~o on the Donoor't'tlc eltc nn4 on tho Ropubl1cnn t ldo, and 1n thnt ortort tho alnorltY lctl4or hat Ct;opol"'to -'., t~.n~ u hoe boon nacortalnoll t hc t cloturo Mnnot bo obta.tno.! 1\t thio Une 1n orde r t o hllvo a voto on the A.nU.-l ynoh1ng b1ll . It 11 ret only 1opoea1blo t o obt.n1n tb.J tvo-'C.hlr~• •oto noccaanr;t to nt'opt 1t, but 1t wouU. not 00 polllblo to .. at n aajcrlty on o1t1"c r ulo ot tho eonnto tor ol oturo. • 

&orkloy ~~ tho 1tntoaont 1n roapcnto t o c que1tl~n put to hlo by sonMor 'tla"rron Bnrbour, or !low Ja r soy , 'W'ho nei<Od tho MCLJor.lty l oRttor 11 1f t hotO la to bo nn O'Pportun1ty to brlnl) u, tho AnU-lynchlng blll ln th1 1 eoea1on botoro v o cnhor ct\Jcurn or roe-eat . 
t:nwlolnt tne hla o wn poUtl ' n wlth roopoot t o tho 'b lll tho Now J oraoy Sonnt or aa14l •Aa tar 0¥1olr, I neat atrcnslY nn~ oophntl­Oftlly polnt. out. t~t thlt lOGll~tlon hat boon paaecd ov~r obvlouely too or ton anc\ a ~'C.ot;otbo r too long, o.nt\ ehou.lc". hAVo con t14ornt1 c.n . 

11 I M .,holohoartot\ly M.! 11nooroly 1n rb.vor or lt, not onlJ bocauao or the -proolao t Mt 1t. all'lnCe tor, 'but beonuso u. ropro ­aonte oven aoro t M I\ ooroly provont tns l,vnchJ.nl): lt hnt boo'X!u a ayn­bol o r tolo ronoo AI roproaentll\3 t ho tNo Aoor i o.'\n c t:Utu~.o ln r ol ntlcn 

-· 
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to real equality, vltbo\lt proJu!lco AI roprc:.a race, cro<r.t, or colo;-.• 

S<!n&tor Barbour rea~ a lottar bo rcec1vcl troo UAltor Vh1tt, 
ln vhlo.b 'tho Y.A • .t.C.P . toorotai"J point«: to tho seven lJncbln~a ot 
1~, ~rt1culnrl7 tho lynoh1n'"' ot BrovnavUlc, ?cnnouoe ne •ooopara· 
blo to tho opproeelcn or o1nor1t10a in !:ot.l Gor!ltl.ny, llhiob ADoricoat 
o.not the contra•• bavo r1.ahtly t\onounco,e . • 

Bnr.kloy oCOI.ltOd th9 N.A.A.O.P. ot putt1ng hL."'l on tho epot ' 
•because or tho not only 1n111tont but tooot1coe Porcuptor1 Oonnn'• 
that , ro;r.rdlou or anyth1nS: llao1 tho Antl- lynchln&' bill lxl ~l"'I.l.~ht 
ror"nr d for conslf.o rttt1o n 1.n t ho Bont\to. • 

AO n flnnl Sttturo tho MaJor1ty Landor of tbo Sol'lol\tO tol.<\ 
BRrbour t h:nt ho hope~ t ho b1ll coul d. bo br ought U") 11 nt n.n onrl y &to , 
oithor when wo oono boclt in Novoobor• or at nn onrly r\nto in tho noxt 
aeae.lon . • 

I n a tolograc to Prolldont Roo1ovolt Octqbcr 10 , '.laltor 
Whlto toli tbo Pl"Cllldont th4t Bftrlnoy•a aount'J.l\l't t-ho t\Ot\th knoll ot' 
tho ant1- lynoh1ng 'blll r.:~proecnto' t:L 'l>lov tLt tho pntrlothu or twolvo 
ollllon Nc6r o c1t1con•.• 

AL.AllAlU!lS 00 't'O COUR? 
8EEXI~O RIG!n' TO Vr:J':E 10/11/40· 

S~lnt;ha.:l, Alo.-.. - Tho r1(:h't or lOCRl ~r:\e or r()b.lltrara 
to arb1trarlly bar nocrooa tr~D roslatcr1n6 to vote v111 bo toatc4 
tor tho first tl.OO hero Kon~y. Ootob.,r 14, vhcn r:l..no uo:;ro cU.lt.on• 
•ppe~r torero tho c1roult court or Jatroreon County. Aln., to ~ve 
tho1r quol~rteetlona dotoru1nod l>y a jury. 

Tho nlne poraone vho D.r o roproaanted by Arthu.r I>. Sho:'Oa, 
counsel r ,,-r tho looo.l brn.noh or Nat1 c;.no.l Ael~lnt.lon f or th\) Adv!\ nco .. 
nont or ColorCk\ Po<;plo , 1nolv.f.o: W1lllno Sotwoll, Jtupor 'i'ownoon.t, 
Loallo 8 . Hutohoreon , l.'11110 P . Htlrl"18, Rutua E. Croaby, Eil~nr I,. , 
Hownr4 , Wllllo J. Hunphr1, Clnujo Selth n.n~ AlOn£o EVnnB . 

ThQ or.oo noo boon hM(.tlna f1l"O olneo lRat JMunry, wMn 
the nppllcattta appoorod boforo tho locnl boe.N or r fl .. l&~ro.ra And 
wore rofuaod .rogUtmtlo n, a ttur nn Oxtu:llnntlon bar. a.i closed dooro . 
They !lle~. ?OUtlona 1n tho olrou1t court last f'obrJa.r:; , unj,oJ• a 
atl'lte ltl.v vhlch pr·ov14oe tMt vhoro ono l>.na 'bocn ~cnl0-1 NS11tra.t1on, 
he t'll1Y appcnl. t o tho o1rou1t court , ant! hAvo h1e qualtf1cntl1nt rto­
tornlnod bv a Jury. 

Brlnglni!S the coao lnto court tl8rj(a a vtct'>rr for };r. St\?roe 
who, v1th the bR.ckltiOJ or tho looal :f.A.A.C.P .. brnnch an~ t~ aouthorn 
ttate ccnteror.co or U.A.A.C.?. bmnchoa, ~..a• v~cd" lon,; rs:;ht to 
have tl'.c et)urU 4otcr Ural tho qunhQ?ntlona upon whlch the rune a 1 
o r ep~l1c.c.nts tor roghtrouon my bo Ju,•.cod . 

CoDncnUrv: on tho ca1o Shore• e.e.14: ithla vl.ll bo tN 
f1r&t t 1ao wo ha.vo ba! to try MY ot th.eto e~~.see . Hcrotoforo, after 
pet1t1ona v~re tllod, tho petltlonora rcoo1vc~ th~lr cert1f1cttel 
or regl straUon thr?ugh tbo r.uHl. Hence 1t Ap.pcnra tho.t "'0 a.ny 
actuAlly Get a ohnnoo to hnvo our potltl~nors' qunl 1 flcnt1~n• 
4etoro1ne~. 'by a Jury . Thh lfO et\Quld like to hrwe dono . " 

HOUSE i'ASSES LUDLOW 
AMENDKEUT TO P'n!:VENT 
Dl SCI\IMINk TIO!I I N 
DEFENSE TIUINI!IG PRoGRA.'I 

10/11/40 

lfaehlllgton, I>.C .--- -Tha bM tt.gn1n8't 4.1tor1o1nat L';l n oon­
t olnod l n the Conaor1pt1Qn Bill, wn• corrlod o~a~ lnto that pnr t ot 
the dercnao progi'N:I arrecunt; tho trAlnoos recruited un~or tho Orttoo 
or tducatlon nnd the No.t1onal Youth A!.n1nUtrat1on, when tho H'lueo 
pn.aaed a.n ancn(:lont to tho o1v11 tunotluns b1ll( M.F. '.0539) lnt.rol\ucod 
8opteobor 23 b1 ltep~eonu.uve LOUU L dlow, of tndlo.na . 

The t.u4lov o.oonctnont etatot tMt •Ko tt"f'1noo un~or tht 
torogD1nt app~cprlatlone ahall bo ~1aor1o1t:Atod ~nine~ bc~'uae ot 
•• x , rl\oo, o r color, AI'V. vhore eoparate sctv,ole 111.ro roqui_re~ bf lav 
for eopa.rate popu.Utlon aroupe, to the extent noodoA tor tmlnoo a or 
eaoh auch group, oqu1ta'blt provtalon ahAll bo na:.e tor rac111t1oe Al\.1. 
t n1.n1ng or llko quttllty . • _ 
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N£11 XORY.LR REnJSE!> !ll 
f.RMY AIR CORPS 

.. 10/J.l/40 

Now Yo-rk--·-Lt . 1'hctlot Dlllo J)(Lvl,e, ot tb::t )£9th oooat 
o..rtlllol'Y, o.r.tt - o1roroft, romorly Nu\\· · Yor~ natle nnl £Wlr d., has bcon 
refused on118tnant 'in tho ruT.Jy l\lr ool·pe. iila t1rat np;H1cnt1on 'ilna 
OAdo April 30 , 19110 ond wos approved by .o &ucooos1cn of oftlc1"l a , 
hoglnll .\n(J with hJ.a o~ptaln nnd ondlnU with n L1out onnnt Colonel or 
tho A~Jutnnt Oonornl 1 a orr too or the Nol' York Nnt1oMl oun.rd . Novcr­
tholou, Lt. Drv1Q vae rctueed Mn.y }1 , 1940 by MoJor F'. A , Y.lloon, 
nee1S t ttnt o.d Jutont 6\J nornl 1n llnahlncton , on t~ cxcuso that • thoro 
nro no unlte coopoaod cf ool orod oon . • 

NiGRO SKILLED LABORERS 
D&NIEp JOBS Itl G£0MIA 
MILITARY DEFENf:i: ODl'i'ER 

10/11/40 

lie.., York-.... -A ;:>rotoet ~1'11net tho dUcr1t11Mtlon ourter od 
by tfogrooo ln Coluo'bue, ooort;lP. ""ho BOU8ht ooployoont: in ))rlVlltO 
and Oovornnont- d 1reot ed d.ofonoe projects 1n Coluubus , Oeor oin 1 ttf\S 
ln.unchod to~c.y with t ho o ·!v isor-y council of tho !ll\tit>nfll ocronao 
Commissio n 1n VAehlng t on, by tho :'atlc nnl A~J>oo! nt1o n for tho 
Advnnce3cnt o f Col o r ed Peoplo . 

. The Aasoc1f\t 1on acted u;.on oooplnlnts roccivod f r oo 1ta 
Colu.mbuo , oao:-glA brl\nch . According to ~M report !:coro brlok:layor-a, 
CArpenters, lltld pllintora hnvo !>een r etuned cl earnnco tor j obs ,throuch 
the Un1tod Stntoa Er:.ploymcnt su.ronu t horo . 'i'ho Nport nleo pointed 
out tho.t tho WU11n.=t LyP:bcr coappny i n Coludbue , "'' ~·h dcfc nso con­
tracts totnlllng noro thtln ·~2,000,000, hatJ rofusod \.tl copl ay ak l llod 

\';"' tiof;ro lttbor . Be~:nu~o of lta 1oport anoo as o. e1l1to~J center thla 
Ooorgla t own 1e hllur:!lntt Vltb t'-.ofonso notlv1ty, ospoe!nlly ln the 
bu1ldlng industry . 

353 EJ..IOI BI..£ :lEGRO . 
RESERVE OfFIC~S,SA~S 
WAR DEPAR!'HDlT 

10/11/40 

llow York- .. --At prceont there nr c 353 e l1B1lJlo No,gro Re­
serve otrtoor& , aocord1n6 to Robort P. P~tt1rson. Asalatan t Socrotnry 
ot •nr. 

Pattorecn ntt.do tho tmnouncooont ln n l ot tar to t he 
NA.UOnRl AsaOC 1Qt1on tor th> Advsncooo nt of Colored Pcoplo 1,n rospenso 
to nn inquiry f1lo4 •llf1th hte otf).cc October l . • 'l'hc rooore.s of tho 
Wa.r DepA l'tDOnt," tho l ottor sn1d 1 " ln~cato thllt A tOtt\l Of 4 1 926 
Nor,ro etu,1 onu ho.vc onrollod Ae rreahr.lcn ln t.ho Reserve Offlcor$ 
'l'r nlnlnu Corps at t..,o schools hewing all Nooro personnel. or these~ 
a t otal ot 554 havo coopl otod t~ tour- year R.O. t.C . course nt 
those: schools. • tlo 1ntomnt1C";~ waa twnllnble, a.oeordln~ to tho l e tter, 
aa to the rnoo of stu~ents onroll et. in ttc R.O.T.C . 1n a 1xe4 echoola . 

H1th tl".c a t c.toocnt thnt both Colonel BenJantn o . Onvu 
o.nd hU &on Lt . BonJo.aln O. nr .... 1& , Jr., ·dll "nornnlly retHLln on 
t he ir present CISS1gnnonte until th o 8uat'le r of 19li2, whon they will 
coopl\tte tholr t our- yenr tour of duty •• tho Al81stnnt SOCl"'~4\ry or 
\ol'nr SO\i f! t.htl.t 11 lt 10 iepoaalbl e to predict whl\t fut"re tl&s1Jnucnts 
wlll bO tl vo n to ony ot floor or tho A.o::;ular A roy. " 

' 
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October 21 , l9t0 

Dear Ur • • ih.i~t 

llrs. iloollevelt uka a t to U>ank you 

Cor aen<lin;; her t.bo cop7 oC t.bo Balti::ora Afr<>­

.l.llertcan and for collin~ hor· ott.entt.on to 

the t.wo special pl.i!&l . 

Very sincerely ycurs , 

llr. 'llolter 1lhl to 
69 fi ftb A.,.nue 
low Iorl<, N.Y. 

Secretory to 
lira. RDcaonH 

I 
I 
I ~ 1 / 

0 
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t OIIOL flit c• UIIJ 

o .... ,u H Houn o• 
ftHflltoOO W4Uo1A U . .,•uu. c••••n 
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OllltlCfOa 01" I Uli'CMU 

DAIU C LUIItUN 
rii:LO UCUUtl 

[, f"UOU IC WOIIaO-.r 
llll,lf(M COOIOliUIOI 

GlOIOl I WUI'Iol"l', Jl , 
""lo l ( ln" Alil0 PAONOliOJI 

RU , JUU H . IJOIIUOJI 
"TINt " 1.1114 OIICCTOI! 

October 10, 1940 

Dear Mrs , ~oosevelt: 

You wil l be interested in the 

editorial page (page 4) and in the tull-

page adverti sement on page l Z or the 

October 12th issue ot the Balt imore 

Atro-Amerlean, which I am sending you 

under separate 

c:::· sincerely,~ ( ( 

\ -· Nl~0Jl-· 
!Irs , Eleanor Roosevelt 
The Vlb1te House 
l'lashington, ':l , c. 

Secretary 

_ ... 
ENDORSED IY TH£ N4 TtOHAl UtrOMCATfON IUIUAU, UO WlSr •t•• Sllt[O , H(W 1'01t( 

11>' ANNIIAI. ffiNI'IlRF.NCil. PHII.ADm .P!I!A. PA .• )llN n IS·ll. 1').<0 
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October 
23rd 
1940 \ 

~y dear Urs. Roosevelt : 

' 

•fret•~ co~o~••n 

wauu•,r~~t::: ~ ..,.,,.<._., 
O.t.II"W t. Lt.•"•• 

Hl~ UCICU.If 
E'. hlOI U' No•11o• 

... lfCM COO.OfUlOI 
GU.&& I MUll'•'· J • 

r v • UC.In ••• r-n.OIW>It 
Rn, .lU ll H. ltOII•to • 

ltfllfG TOi.IHI OlllC.lU 

/(~(1 
\ 

/{) 0 
/ 

It it is possible tor you to spare me fiv e Minutes todoy I should like very ~uch to telk with you . I heve e l uncheon appointment from 1?. :30 to 1:30 but if you could s ee me only duri[£ that tice I \IOUld cancel it. I hove a meetill8 !It the o ttioe here, beginninG at 2: 00 , which will probobly lnot an hour Bnd a half . Othen•ise I could make it at any time you say. ) 

Urs. ~eanor Roosevelt 
20 East llth Street 
Now York City 

WI'/ :CTl!' 

Co~ 
l ____ Secret~y . I 

lin ANNIJi\1 (;ON FERENCE. PIIII.AOF.I.PIIIA, PA •• JLINI1 1~·11, a•l 10 

I 
I 
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October <13,19«> 

)lv dear Mre. Rooao•tlt: 

jl[y } ... u k lltC• Jf'l le.ll' 
.t.~lUfl ltiiiM OtUUt• 

thank you tor your mess~& 

that you vill see me aoae tl~e Thursday and wil l 

telephone m.e Around 2 :3). 

1 want to take the 
Co~reoolonal Llaite~ at 1130 for Washln~ton and 

1f you cAn eee me At an hour Which vill per~it 

me to do thbt, I will be (.t'l\teful . If , ho..,ever, 

thAt ia impoeelble. I v!ll t8kP. a later train • 

The catter I Y~nt to dl acu aa 

w1th ~ou i t 10 ur~ent t.Mt. I "'ont to tt\llc: Yi t.h 

70u before I tel~ vlth cort3ln people ln 

W~ehtn,.ton on Thureday ol(.ht and Fr idAy ~ornlnc. 

%•er '\nceretf', 
1
J 

Mrw. Bleanor Roosevelt 
20 E~ot 11th Stroot 
New York, N.Y. 

.! l . ~ ' 
S,.cretRry'~ 

... 
! 

P. ct. In order to aa•e your t.i.aa I lUI .!!.neloe1~ cop1ee 

of telt£T&a fr~ and to Aeel&tnnt secretary or Var 

l'n~tOJ'IlOn ttnd. a. l etter from ond to Stephen Early 

re~rdl~ the Vhite Hou~e etQteQtnt. I ho~e you 

vlll ba•e tlae to read thh before 1 tAlk vHh you_ • 
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liAi'lOI>.U. ~OCLU'IOll FOR 'ruE ADVA.'fClii.IEII'l' 01' C <LOHBD PEOl'l.S 

69 l'itth Avenue - Net/ Yortc 

October 21, 19~ 

l.iy dear Ur. l:!arly: 

I 1·ooe1ved your lette1• ot october 10 thla 
uornlne on my r eturn \o tho city. I hovo rdnd very 
cnroru.lly. the \ransoript or the OOtobe1· 9th preu 
oollterenoe Which you sent ue . It ia the oons14er•d 
Jud~•tt or ~aelt und uy aasoo1otee that the news­
paper men, and eepeo 1ally the Uni d Pres a and the 
Aaaociatod Preas repreaentativos, nyed down your 

· statement when they only stated t "the President 
approved 1.ho policy lll'tor he .h rerrod \01 th 
·,/alter \IW.te, president or tfie It&t,. Aaaociution 
tor ~ho Advanoouant or Co d l'eopl two other 
lloul~Oa tmd ;Joaretary o avy lr!lOX, .'lnd 
..\:lsi ntnnt :.looretary ot torson." 

. ' Your etatenA"'~'-fX. "a~ n result or that 
ootlfOl'Gnoe• , oonvo o to l'OD.sonablo person 
the oxplioi t an oka 1mpra3g1on that 
:teeara. :tandol nd QPproved aogrsgation 
and disorimina tho 9optonber ~7th oon-
ro r onc o nt tho e lnstoad ot r osol utaly 
opposine it. 

/.~o inoist, thoretora , that u noral 
obliaa on roa upon the ~.itti Uouso to corroot 
tho 1u iontio tor whloh it ia responsible . 1/hat-
ovor 1 1nt ions ea aeorotary to the President 
tuay ho.v n your choice ot verb1ano , tha 
country baa gained from your words a weonill8 which 
ia 4iauetr1oolly oppoeed to the truth. 

110 r epeat , therotore, that -.ro ounnot with 
honor oonter with ,\aaletant Socratnry ot War 
Patterson or eny other execut ive until the ~.'hi ta 
Houea takes et-p• to correct the daMaging Uapreoaion 
on th1• ieaua wh1oh it oraetod. 

Ut· . Otophen harly 
'l'ho llh1 ta l!ou .. 
llaehington, D. c . 

Sincerely you ro , 

(Sillned) \Valtar oohita 
saorotary. 
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Uy dear Wr. lobi~: 

'1'111 WUI 'l'E liOO SK 
WASHIN(}'I'ON 

Oo~ober 18, 1940. 

" Your telegram or Ootober tenth was received and referred 
by the Pr .. idon~ • a direotion ~o tho Aaeillt&.ljt Secretary or war, tho 
Uono.rable Robart E. Patterson. 

On October ei~teenth, Secretary Patterson telegraphed you, 
say1ns that he would be sled to disouae the matter w1 th you , l.lr. 
Randolph and l4r.,_,H111, t.t your convenience. l!e asked you to let him 
know the date molf!. convenient to

1 
you tor thet oante1·ence. Your reply 

to th1a telegrl!lll was rGceivod by the J.aaietant :Jecretary or war todqJ 
In thia telegr~ to ~r . Pattar&Oll, you expresaed the reelins thnt yoifT 
value as a oonreree had "been seriously illlpaired by the \"1111 to liouae 
release ot October ninth". You further SIJ8geeted that the tlhi te Uouae 
had given certain implication• to ~he press o~ctober ninth -- im­
plication& which were not justified. 

I 8!A son ding you herewith a verba~;; o001plete transcript 
ot tho preso conference I held on October n th•~submlt to you , in 
all rllirnesa , that this statel!lant by m the pr dooe uot give any 
reader the Uupr~esion that you bad sp s egrogo ion or that you 
did not oppoae it, 

I believe, roa11z1ng how de you reel ubout th1a issue, 
thet i:t' you will 1·ead tbe tre.nocript couraronce , you \1111 1J8ree 
w1 th me that 1 t c onta1no no ~J.IC'Il."-1 lic one no you charge. 

I do not tool , thor~~~~e ,'t t t::;, \;'hito House· can be e::r.peoted 
to oorrect iilpliootious :t'or\ : h •h 1 a not , in any ~<BY , responsible. 
On t.he othor he.nd, however, ~ dan ure you that Jud{;o Puttel'aon le 
willing, ot your ooov ce, t with :rou end your nssociet~s 
:t'or turthar discuss o this ~ttor. 

Very :Jinoorely yours , 

(st~ed) Stephen ~arly 
"ecreta.ry to tho President , 

Url Walter \lhite , 
~ecrotary, Rational Asoociation tor 

AdTanoemant o:t' ~olored People, 
New York , N, Y, 

• 

• 



UR. !..\IlLY ' S 
,I'RESJ CONl'U:II:ItC.I! 
()l;~'Oill>ll G, lG~ 

.. m1auo~ 

..,. ArJ.:f c cs:u:uwt on L.orothy~ 'lhompaon' a ool unn todOlY? 
S'fl::: No. I thi n!; uha wu abl e to OCJDaac~ t or herself . 
J.:!l • .uJU.Y: I will .t'Wl t hr"uah A f>'!Od bit ot :stu!~ 1'or :rou hen thh IJornlns. 

llt&rtillS with the t.,;JPo i nt:1ent ll8t we havo lion . !34ue H. Hwob1111da , " ho ia w1tb :.lohr&~ on tho il . F. c ., ca.Uns J.n ut 11. 4.1l . 

At ll. OO the ;la oretory or · .. ar 1a O<Cin(S i n u1th Dr. :::.arenoo ; .• Lylllatra . I would watoh t hat . 
\ .. . lon•t b.to pradidout ot tho Univor oi ty of ::i ocon!Ji ll'l S'i'A: Yu. 

~ · !lew drLtt d i r ootor'l 
!>TL: I woulcln' t kllow. • 

~t 11 . 15 tho ~roaidant racaivoa ~~.~ liona1111 i.rmour . lie h ll.ll b•un to l•hlte ... ulphur Hew York . ... __ ' . -., 
J.t 11. :.10 C:ittord l' i nchot u: liti aaut by ta1aer~ frng hia hoa8 1n l'e " • 

aador to ~gcntioa , 
Ulld i o on hia w&y to 

tho eppoin~ 

.It 11. 411 1.1t t.ha l'equeot t ecl'etar y or t h" J.dvhory com-e! ttoa the Prea1dont· 1u r o> ooiv1ue thu u ralli p or h1 o ,,dv1uory Comni tte" oo Polltiou :l atugo~a he~ udud by ~-·~· ' »' ' i dd JWJeG l.u:Jooo.lu , r.eorga .. arren and liOJl%'7 Dn;-t . 

At 11 .~!1 l..yndon J oon o 'oxao ~till btl i u . Thut 1a r outine eo f er lUI l 5l able t o a.eoert -·· 

'lb11 Uniteodll Dt~t.e!'IUl8 \dll bo r eoaive4 by t ho President a t 12.~. 

llo 1as lun t y w1 t h !loury ',io.lloC"O. 

At 1.50 h• ia eeainc J idruly lii~an. 

'!'ha t i a tho list ot ap})ointlllanto to4ay. , 
, . .\Ay baci;&roWld on liillllan't 
STE: l t ia " r aquout . lie said be lm4 " lot or puper s ho 'o<Olttod to I}) ovor with tho Praa14ont. 

l..•11t ni(!ht llt 11 . 00 <:.s.T. t h a l'roa ident. oigned tha t u bill and o l OllS Hat or qther billa. 1 will give you t ho nWJbera lilld i dant i!ioation. 
loll huvu t;Ot u .. oaaaga troLl Sana t o r V1 o liona.hay .. nt by w1ra t rOll Lakeview, Ohio, whiob aqa t hat tha oon41 t.1on or hiu bolll t b prevent a h.Ul. tnm JoinillS t he ?r .. illant•a part,. i n Ohio on Ootober tent h , The Senator oontl.Jw .. l "l'oll will noai 'fa a apland14 oYatlon i n llhio omd 1n oy opinion oazey the .St ate in the Ucw c bar al aot.1on. '!hi a t.alacrao uay be r alaoaa. " 



-e-
'lou wlll rcauber t.luit on ..l(lllt"'bu;· 27th the Pree14ent. held a 

oont .. l·enoa 1n hla otrioe with \.Alter .. bite uno , l think , two otlwr niiSI'o 
laadera. Pr .. ent at that c cnterenoa lllao were the !leoretary ot llavr and the 
Aaalatant Secretary ot 1lar. The :Nbjoot d1aouau4 .. t the uonteranoe end 
rua)lonaibla tor the oonron·enoe wu neg1·o pou·t1olput1on in national. datenao~ 

• ;.a a reaul.t or that oontarenoo the l iar Jl"port: .. n t b&a drarted a 

atotcoant. o! pollC:f \lith roeo.rd to nugroea in llu\.iOll..l. llui"OD811 o '!1le Otllta­
mtllt of .PoJ.llly wu au'buHhd by Judgoo l'llt~uroon to \he ?roaldunt , and today 
wu op..,rovad uy 1.ba .?roulclc.nt . '!"he l'roaidont 'a upproval ouuaoa 1 t to uecouo 
or to be tl&da l=adiataly •traotlvo by tho lie.1· uapar1.!1ont>. llerot are \he 
atateanta 0 r pol1oy. 

1 uolluv• \bu\ is -11 I huve tor you. 

~ . •JJ.:f ..aN dot .. ilo; on ~bl s trip? 
:J'i'~: l~ot.t.lng now. 

.. "~"" """'"' '""' ""'"~ ""' -- " ~~"'""" ""' ~.,.,., "' S'l'~: You. 

:,. ;/ill the .o'r~oiil<lunt v 1&1\. I:&Qp .t.<lw..rd& ll81t "" 'l 
.;11:.; . 1 CWl' t aoy . l ullll t>oll you I. bat theldi ng oletiul. w ue:tond the 
Ololo trlp ot \he .l)l"""""t "'""'omt. llo hwl " nw::.ber hlJ\811 b o vu.nta to do 
but tboy are all too 1.antat;ive to ..na~r 

'- • Several. atateiUWlU have b 111111 pri t.be ?residant ia going to 
lobnatow to inapaot nood controJ. p alone the t:onllfl algh river? 
::n.: '.i"het 1o prol.ably I.IOLuthing ~ holy ·ed UJl looully 1.),,.1. tl.ooy wunt h1m 

1.0 do thOl'lh - ·-·· 
1.• ';'hay wu.nt 1111.. to u1.op. ( ' -- .... '~ 
l.lTJ:: • .. o IU"II lltopping to plot.: 11 ~~~ ot peoplu. 
it. ?hot ia atill thot plu.n. } 

.._ . ,\nyth!JI& on l.hll Yar ~~· '- ·, 
s·,· .. : uothlll& I Olill &i~A"MM· ,__.... 

•• Did ...eoretarr llul~~th rea1d•nt lut night? 
-"''&: 1 haTe not .. ake • au ouu hu ha10n ' l. soon h1L1 . t>ut 1 ac not wre 
he <lldn' t tal~ to h1u onu. lis huo o hobl1. or do1ns tha t dtlY and 
nldlt. liull llo.ten ' t oa rauldent oa ot"1.on sa ht> use e! l.o 'b"oauso he uaeo 
the phone all tha U :lo, 

~hnt lu all wa know about 



BY DIRECT WlkE FROM 
o..us 011 mY1ia w ES TERN SYWIIOl.S --
l"Wt k • 11.11-nt. .... 

T t.k.cr•• Of C.hleo Dl.•O.,.&..., 

-ftll v ' '"' fu de- u N 10 N 
Nt.·~a-... ttn-td t t. l r.nft •• ,,.. 

dbtc-4 bot • euhahle LC•D.""-1~ 
l l'ftlbol • bow. Cf pre-

Nl.T .. c..w, ~ latn C*l•nr the addr~ 
ft. D. w .. tTC NCWCOM• CAAl,.TON J , C . Wll .. l..ll'Y.,. ""C:.A+OI:Nf CH4~ ..... N Oll' ,-H I: . OJOoi'OO 1 

............. . , .,. . , voc c.~I'OII+O-T 

Tbt 11111( tl-thoWfi,IJI the d:at.e line on l~lf'CtstnlltUI day k-U.,. II STANOAIU> TI ME at point of oriel"- 'n'" or f'fOti t 11J 8TANOAR p D TIME at poblt of d.U.:..Uoo ,. 

ROll R)l!ER'I' P PATTERSON 
ASS I S1' SBCT OF WAR 

IIAS!!IRGTO!l DC 

iJOPY 

~'E ACIOIO't!LF.O(l~ RF.CEIPI' TOOR 'i'iLROJW( OP OCTOBER SIXTE!N'l'l! IRVITIJIG 
MESSRS UliilOLPI! RILL Alii) MTSIIlr TO COD'ERDICX. Mil lVJlDOLP!! AliD I 
r!l:!:L OUR VALUE AS CONJ'.ElW:S HAS U!N SERIOUSLY IMPAWO liT liRITII 
ROUSE Rl!!LEASE 07 OCTOliER !IIll'l'l! WI!ICR Ml SI!EI'RESOO!O OUR WRITTEN AliD 
SPORII OPPOSITIOil TO SJIGR!GATICII THROUGH TliE IMPLICATIOII '!RAT 1111 
APPROVED SUCH A POLIOT, UN'l'IL Ill! IT!: HOUSE I TSDLP CORR!CTS 'I'!! I S 
ft DO NOT :!'F.EL THAT T!Ulll}; I S ANT VAWJ: Ill JI'URTHI!R CORP!RE!!C!S 

IIALTFR WHITE 

-
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BY DIRECT WLRE FROM 

WESTERN 
UNION 

"'......00~·~\.f'OH 

COl"( 

.... 

IIALTER WHI~ NJ.TIOilAL ASSN FOR Ttrll AllVIJICEKll!lT lor COLOIU:D PEOPLD 

~ 

· THE PR" SlDEl!T KA.S SENT IGl YOUR TEL!llRAM OP 0 CTOli!R NIN'I'I! 

I \lll.L BF. GLAD '1'0 PISCUSS KJ.TTl:R WITH YOU Jl<"D Y.R RANDOLPH AND 

KR RILL AT YClJII YARLT COIIV!ll!ENC&. PLEASE LET liE l!llOV JIAU 

I!OS'l' CONVENIE!l1' ' 0 TOO 

ROIER'I' P PA'I"!'T.RSOll 
~Rll ASST SECRPI'ARY OJ 11.1..'! '~AS!Ill DO 
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THE WHITE H OUSE .11 
/ ~· WASHINGTON .-

(.. ;l. i ' • 
,, ~ . .,. .. . .. . . 

F . :l . R. 



I 
' ... 

1 • I l , 
Ootober 

I 
25, l'/40. 

' 
Wy 4ear Wr. ltbi t.el 1 

' Sino• writiDS to you oa Ootober eighteenth, t have 
learue4 tbat oertain newspaper• have interpreted the White 
~ouae atbt ... nt or October nlntb in e woy th~ bee oaueed 
emberraeament to you and your aa,.oohtu J.lu&re. RaDdolp!l 
end Hill. 

wr purpoeo in Ylritias :rou at this tt!l\& 1a to t.ell 
you •• .. pbetloally aDd •• honeatly •• it 1• poaatblo tor 
any aan to apeak to another, that there wee no diaroaitlon 
or intention on my port , when I ~de the at~tement to the 
preaa , to oeuae you or your colleuauea any ~bftrr6aatt ent 
wbataoever. It th• wor41 t uaed nave been tn terproted by 
any newspaper writer ln a ~•Y t bbt eebarraeeea you or your 
• • •o4tatea, ! wz deeply regretful. 

J.a I tol4 you tn IllY lettor or Ootob&r atshteenth, 
tbe et.aograpber•a· report or my oral etst~e~t to the pre~s , 
rea4e •• rollowal 

-You will remember t bnt oo Seytember 27th tbe Pr~Gl­
dallt bel4 li oollterenoa ln his ottloe witb ·~alt&l' llbl t.e and, 
I tbllllc , two other negro leaden . ?resent ~ot thot oontorenoe 
alao were tba aeoretary or Nuvy an4 tho A$&1Rtt,nt Seoretbry 
ot War. 'l'be allbjeot 41aeuased nt tho uont .. retloe o;nd re­
apoulble tor t.ba oollterauoa waa negro pllrtici1•at.\on In 
national 4ef allae. 

"4a a reault or thut oollterenoe tbe ~ar Depart:&nt 
b .. 4rat\e4 a atlit.• e11t ot polioy with re;-urd to negroea in 
Dat. lonal 4etenae. the statement ot pol1or waa aubDltt.ed by 
.TII4s• Pat.tereon to tbe Prea14&et., aDd to4"'Y "'"8 ep;-roved by 
t he Prec14aat. 'l'be Preatdent'a op?rovol o~uaes it t o b$C~e 
or t o be made l.!lme41ataly eftootlve lly tho Vier Dops rtl!leut . 
Here are tbe atatomenta or polloy.• 

The &eeniag I intended t o oonvey to the pr aoa -- the 
maa111ne tbat moat or tbe oewapapermen prea•nt uud~rotood and 
uae4 aoeor41DC17 -- wa• that., ln all proDobtllty, there •oul4 
h&Ya baan DO 0 at.t.mant ot ~Olley with reg~rd to negroea 1n 
Dat.loaal detenaa~ ba4 l t not been t or t be oontereuoe you 611¢ 
JO~r aaaoolatee bad with the ~retldent, the Saoret~ory ot the 
Uavy &Ad t he Aaeleta~t 8eoretary or War on Sept~bor 27th . 

r 

.. 
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In otll•r ''Orela, "'hen 1 uaed the lbngunto •Aa b re,.ult ot tbat oontorenoe the War Oe~artm.Ut boo drofted a stat~ent ot pol1c:;r, oto ,• I dlcl not ~.eao or 1ntand t o c onv11y the 1:n­preoa 1vu thot t he atb t~ent or volley bud been u~;roTed by you ao4 your a .. ool•t•• but thbt 1t b&t4 oor.e nbout oecauoco or tbe dlacuullloua that bad bae•l held . 'iou "' lll note th .. t ~t.•ru 1 o1 uotll ll\6 ln 11nytblag tho t I add tbot coulcl bcr used to lo41caote your il.l' :;rOY4<l or tbe :>ollcy or tbrot etther llr . llill or Ur. Ran4olpb b•d g1Yen lt their bpprovbl. 
J. ~ cevlclenoe or tbe tuct thot this l s "'rl tten . to you i n ~he lit'oi·t or td t.b, I -.~ant you to k r.ow thut I haYe told tbe ue ,.a.l'bl'emen to whom I epoke on Ootobot· n1o th how ~y atatement to tb.a hoa boeo mlelnter~ret~d by a ?•rt or t be pre••. They oleo ho.Ye b een aoqua1nto<1 · •1 t h t he contents - ot tbh let t.t.r t o you. 

' 

Wr. WMltor -blte, 

Very aiocerel y youra , 

S'l'~d;\ l'J I E.\lll.Y 
~eoret~ry t o tho Pre~i,ent 

Secret•ry, />at1on•l A111ocltlt t on tor t h41 a4T•nn!lient or Color11d People , 69 1'11'th A\ .)OUO, 
Ne .. 'for!(, 1•. Y. / 

Copy tu Wr s . RUOSdVu l t co,..y to Judg~ l'otterson 
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••FDR- 'tou fli1tht. liko to read oemo o.t.t.&ched . h.R . 11 

tteLurn . 
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HAfi..,HAL OrYIC.U5 NATIONAL ASSOCIA\ ION FOR THE . fXECUTIVf OfFICER$ 

PUtiOIIIil' 
AfiTMU. &. SPt.IIU • .II 

CMAIIIUII Of ltll aoA•D 
0~, l.o\111 f. WIIIMl 

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE WAUf:a WMirC •lC.tTAtY 
'Ao~ WIUWit 

YICl·Pl.UIOIIIilS 
lllAIII'f Nci.Coo IPK\11111 H•••" H. lwuou•K• 
='\';,~:'l~.~:O' 
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Ll lll• n A. Ato;u .ndt.r 
Dr •• UIU IUII.&b~ Ohtiiii•U 
ll• r1M (;osohtt.o.rt 
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Dr, Loolll.f T , Wl1ctl\ 
n-o .. lll .. 
t .. dON W• nla 
or. w. t.~~• 

!lkiiM:r' n. ·~-~~ 
R.tv. J-pA W . Nldlol­
u ... Anh'lrr C.ll"' 
WU1It.111 ll, lt-..U• 

Ch .. ul .. &c,..t.nl R-U 
D r. C..• r l.u tL Tbom~n 
Or,Sib .. tblllb \'&\ .. Wtllol> 

"''4Tih~.U. l.&GAl. COu.atJTT"K 
w1mam H. u ... u • • ~ulllncton. oa,.._,tmu 
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TbolaW L. tirlt'lllh,lf, 
~Jil••l- W, All'lkr-on 
1.101• O&.M.o~~o 
Cbu t .. A.ChMtu 
"-AI4Ill•..._r ~T 
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69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

TIU,, I.P'MOido ALGONOV I H 4 •3$$1 \ 

Official Organ: 'The Crisis 

Dear tfrs . Roosevelt: 

I wanb to tel l you how gra teful 

we are t o you f or arranging .the confer­

ence las t Friday with the President, 

the secretary of the Navy end the 

Assistant s ec1•etary of War, I want to 

sha r e with you our office record of the 

interview. 

Later on when the pressure on 

you has le t up a bit i f it ever does 

I would like to talk further with you 

about this whole issue. 

...... " ."' ucuT-'•' 
COIIOI, hU C:llllf 

~:::i~~wl!~~~~OL~ 
"ICIAL COUiiUL 

WllUAif PICU.lit 
Olllc-tO III or aJIAifCHU 

DAISY £. l.AIIPIIIf 
riUO ttU:IUIIf 

[, FI.IC( IIIC MOIJIOW 
a ltAW'M 'OOIIDIW&TOl 

GlOlCU: 8 . MU_,If~ . J ill. 
tiiiLICilr u :o nO•OUOif 

An. JUU K. AOIIMIOW 
ACT1M6 YOioiTit OIAtCfU 

I, 

II ' 
1.•' 

' ' 

Vlith cordial personal ,eatings, 

Eve{ eineel~ly, r- \ 
' . ..t.4.~~ \I' \, 

Mr s. Eleanor Roosevelt 
The White House 
1'/ashingt on , D. C • 

IVw :RR 

secretar y 

._.., 
fHDO RSED I Y THE HATIONAL IHFORNATIOH IURfAU,lSO W£ST 4ho STRU T. NtW YORK 

)he ANNUAL C:ONFllRENCE, Pl-lii.ADI!LP!~IA, PA ., jUNil IS.H, 19 co 



Subject: 

Preaont: 

COIIFERENC.h: AT TIC;: WBITZ H01.5E 

rrlday-Ses•temb~r 2? , 1940--11 :35 l'. N. -12: lO P.IJ. 

Olecrllllll.aUOD Agalna t llegroea in the A~d 
Forces or the United Stetes. 

The Pruaident ; Socretury or the !lavy-Col. r'ranl: Knox; 
Aas•t. Secretary ot the \ lor, Ur. Rober t R. Po.tteraon; 
ur. A. Philip RtUldolph , l're~ldont of the ::Jrotl.orhood of 
Sloepll1f Cor l'ortera; 'D • .!-moll! Hill , Aeslstunt to t.:ra. 
Uury J.:el<lod !lot~""" or tho llutl nd Youth Admln18trotloo; 
llr. \ielter t/hite , Secretary ot the II.A.A.C.P. 

The President opened tho conference by stoU~ that he hod been pleasantly sur­
prised a te" days beroru by the officte.la of the We.r :Jepurt!'l•nt st"t!CC to hill, 
y;ithout sollol tetlon on hi a part, tt.nt tlosro~~ vlOulc! be lutor:roted Into all bran­

ches or tho nrmed sorv1cn oa vrel l as SArvice units . 

Tho Secretary or the ~.A.A.C .P. havlne boon deel~nuted es spokesr.an oskod tho 
President, first, It this applied to of~lcora as w~ll oa enlleted u~n e.nd , second , 

/ It this ooant ttst !!et:rou 110uld be continued to be used only In aapare•e unl\a, 

end third , It tbts open door policy applied to t he t:ar; as 1tcll as to the Arrey. 

1~. Pstteraon stated that It was plsn~ed to cull soon epproxlretoly six hundrud 
Ner,rooa 1\tlo wer e reser ve orricers ror uoo In the ermod rorcen. l\nd as to tho 

!\lr tl'.or UDO Of Negroes US orfi c er s he J:ttatad that the ':iur I"'dpul•tmont i s bound 
by lor,! alation pasaod by Cooeraes i o 1920 llm!t!nn the•n to tl.e ·use of officers 

.. ho h•• • had 0/orld l.ar s orvlc·e or R. O.T. C. tra!nlnr.. PaUoroon stated that the 
War Dape.rtmunt was a t tenptinc to eet Consreas to chta1ro t.h1 tr oct n1nce o!'t1eora 
wltb the abova qual! tl cations were not aufflcl~nt In nunber to t.andle the army .,.hleh 

wiJ.l be created by the drett . :Jr. Pattm·&o did not ror" r to orrlcers t=lned at 
f eat Point froJO whleb !iegroea are elrtost cot:ple;el:· excluded , ~herd havln<~ been 
only too ~ogro sraduatee from that lnotltut!on since le?O. 

Apparently no one of tho conter eos wl tll the except i on or Mosoru . Randolph , lUll , 
and the Secre tary had .. on thought or non-ooaroj'ated unl te In tho Army . Tho 
President, however, waa 1zr:nod1otoly roee,tive whon tho !J.ecruta.r:t cu.lled to hie 
attention tbe tact •hat •hila t here ntrht be nt the outaot ditflr.ultie& In putting 

"bite fiJicl lleero soldlera together, in !J1sa1aa1pp1 and Coorel- divisions or ructz-Anta ; 

thore weo no reason to untlclpate any dltrloultles as bel nc uneurpaesabll! In states 

like llew Yorl:, J.:ossaehueette, Pennsyl venia , end Illinoil , whore 1:e.·roes and 'hltea 

attar.~ the same &cboola, plny on the aru-:o athlet i c teem•, and l ive In the aor:e 

n& l!!hborhoods .,I t bout dl ftlculty . ':'be Soorotery omphaelzod that 1n en army fight­

Ing allacod l;~ fo r dsl!lOOrCIOY should be tho laat ;>l ace in which t o pract i ce undo,.ocratic 

searoao. t ion . 

Tho Prea•dent stated tbut it should not be dl~tlcult to hav• tho llee;ro real~onta 
next to the white rerl•onte and the !legro b"ttol')' next to tl.o white battery In- an 

~ diYI&Ion; ~t · in t l .. e or war replaee•ento tro• one batter; or reg!~ent to 
anothe r are t he usual proceclurea; that t hrou('ll this continuity or llegro end white 
..-RIMnte and bat teries the Array could "book Into• the toro1at1on or unl to wl thO)It 

aegresat lon. 
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J.!r . Pat.teraon atut ocl to the Secretary tb4t tho SU&SOSt i on 'liiU one \:bleh the Tar 
Dopo rtMnt bad ne .. r tbou~ht Of but thut he pertnuclly tt.OUjht t tut 1t WU BD 
oxpertcent ~ortb tryins end ono whic h might be nude a suoceee . 

AI to t he !levy, Col. Knox stated tbot "hile ho woo oympothetlc , ho rel t thut tl.o 
prohloP there • •• •lmoat uodOlvable since ren bATO to livo tQGbthor on ~hi ps. Re 
atate.d that douthem ah tps and ::Orthern ships are t oposstble . 

The Presl dont, howuYar, stated to Co L Knox thot atnco tl:o l'ovy waa organlztne new 
bands ro r sh i p• , tho !lavy should JJM".odiately or€anlzo l :c~ro bo, do and ploco thjlm 
on tho oh1po . Thia ""uld be on OJ)<lning toward which in ti~.o n l r•ht help to aolvo tho 
problel:'l aince 1t YJOul d. accustom ld't1te sai lora to the pr asonce or Uegrooa on ehtpe . 
Col. Knox promlood to look Into tha poss1b1l1t1oo or doinc thla . 

~t th1a point th attact-.ed D)~randun. rl"'ich bad boac pre: erod by tl.e ::essr1. Reandolph, 
P.lll , and 7-_lto, ""1th the csa1atece or ::easra. Houston , iteoth , and \ieover wo e pre­
aonted to the ProaldeDt and !·oaere. t:nox and Pottet·son . Z.ach or these 1ncUvtdua.l.s 
e.Aroed to study the momore.nduo und to see "'hot could be dono about carry i n~ J t out . 
1'ho President rood the remorundum carefully hotoro tho c:onroronoo ended . 

The President atatod t o the Uttr and lfavy !)apartment repre~entattvos thot tt.on 
a.."lould be soaeone lo each or t.heeo dopertpen ... o to handle Jr..bt tur-a relntin,c to tbe 
rtogro . The Sec;retary ;;ot tl".e le~proeaion that tto P!"6s1dent l'ad ln fttr.d only oor.eone 10 an ad•laory cepactty rather then Or£ with authority such a~ would ~e vested t n , 
tor example , an osatatant secretary or ~ar . or an asststar t ~ the a~s1at~~t 
sec retary ot ;j·ar, o.nd a cooparoblo position tn tho Uavy. 

It will t"Oll'.u.lil to bo (lC(J,fl b~ rar the two branches o r the armed Servi ce will ro . 
Emphu!o wea s>laccd I n el!ainotlll(; diae~lmlnatlon In &ttplo)'l<llnt In the o'.nay S.r­
aonala , Ha vy :tarde, and 1u the apsrentieeshlp 1bhools betne, conducted by tb• Co• ero­
nent. . Because ot the abo:rtnaee or tioe, t t.ero was r.o opportunl\.y to ro tnto t:'reat 
dota11 in connoctlon wl tb thl o dlacr!mino119n. 

' 



conference on alleged 
in th8 armed foroee -

The rollo;ling dre important phases of the integra t1on of 

the Negro into military aspects or the national defense program: 

1 , The use of presently available Negro resP.rve officers 

in training recruits and other forma of active ser vice , At the se.me 

time, a policy of tra i ning additional Negro officers in all branches 

ot the services should be announced. Present facilitie~ and those to 

be provided in the future should be made e.ve.1labl e for euoh training. 

2 , Immediat e des i gnation of centers where Negroes may be 

trained for work in all branches of the aviation corps . It is not 

enough to train pilots alone, but 1n addi tion navigators, bombers, 

gunners, radio-men, and mechanics must be trained in order to faci l i-.. 
tate ruil lfegro participat i on in the all• service. 

3· Existing unite of the Army and" unite to be established 

should be requ i red to aocept and select officers and enl i sted personnel 

without regard to race . 

4. Specialized personnel such as Negro phys i cians, dentists, 

pharmacists and officers of chemical ~arfers, camouflage service and 

the like should be integrated int o the services . 

5- The appointmeri' ot Negroe s as responsible ruembere in the 

various national and looal agencie s engaged in the administration ot 

the selecti ve Se~vice end Training Act of 1940, 

6, The development of effective techni~ues tor assuring 

the extension ot the pol~ey of 1ntegrat1.on to positions 1n t he Navy 

• other than the men i al services to which Negroes are now restricted, 

7• The adoption of pol i ci es and the development or tech-

J• 



niquea to assure the participation or trained Negro vomen as Army and 

NAvy nurses as well as in the Red Crose . 

One or the prooedut•aa wh i ch will fac ilitate t he achi evement 
I 

or the,ee ob jeotives 1B the appointment of compe tent Negro ~civilians as 

aaa1s tanta t o the Seore tary or War and the Secretary ot t he Navy . To 

be effective, s uch aasiatanta should be responsible direct l y to t iloae 

Cabinet members end should be vested with authority to re~uire the co­

operation and assistance of teohn1cel and admlniatrativa personnel or 

thoae Depar t ments 1n the devi sing or effective and or derly nrocedurea. 

In addition, there ia the equally important problem ot 

equitable participation or llegroea in employment incident to netionai 

def ense, with part1oular reference to army arsenals, navy yards and 

i ndustries having national defense contracts . 

( 
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l 

ICT do or Ill' , Wh1 t.e • 

llro . Rcoonelt. hu eake<l • to tell 

,.,u tbet. IIIlo I'" your latter written froa 

llocl< Cut.le, Virainia, on llovellber 2, to t.lla 

Preeldtot.. 

' 

llr. Welter lltl1 t.a 
88 l'l.ttb ..... u. 
.. , Tori<, "·T· 

Very etncerely )'Oura, 

Ado1n1etrot.1vo Ofticer 
Sociel CorroepondeDGO 

/t>) 

0 
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O#,!CC OP 

'TH~ OUtCCTOI't 

ST. EMMA fNOU8TRIAL AND 

AO .. fCU\..TURAl. INST ITUT'C 

Lty dear !Jrs. Roosevelt : 
, , 

1'/ould you be good enough to place this 
letter in the President's hands as soon as is convenient? 

Before doing so , will you rend 1t as it deals with the Car ibbean 
situation and i n particular with the Virgin Islands . On my way 

back to !lew York t0111orrow night I plan to stop orr in Washington to 

talk with Dean Hastie and ane or two othors there to find out if 
they have any informa tion on the rumors that there is some trouble 

brewing in the I•lands. I will advise you and the Presiden t 
1r I learn anything of value . 

And way I take this means of thank!ng you once again for your 
invaluable aid in straightening out certain difficulties . 

\lith cordial 

\'.'alter \'Illite 
69 Fifth Avenue 
New York City. 

1 

d sincerely, 

I 
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December 
l;lth 
1940 

i.iy denr !.!rs . Hoosevelt : 

AUIIU..Ml U C:Illlll"' 
I OltO •• Tfoll C.lllll 

CKUl U H.. HOVIfOif 
THUI~OOO MAfl.IOl\. 

"lf111L CCUIIUL 

WILU.llf I' IC~III. 
OllliCTOI or s•AIICKU 

Ol.llf L LUIIUI 
f"I U..O tfUHU't 

E. fUO I.IIc. NOIIJIGW 
la.II IIIC .. IC1KIItlllll'11101 

Cii.OCGC B., MU6tMT, J 11 . 
I U.LIC:I'tt AIIIO IAOIIOYIOIII 

Rtv . J llttU H. RO• IMIOIII 
II.Cl lllt 'IOUYH OIUC:TU 

'/ Ut) 

Under separate cover I atl send ing 

you a copy of t he DeceMber 14th issue of t he 

:la,turday J1vening l'ost containing nn erti c l e , 

"It's Our Country, Too" , in whioh you a ay be 

interested . 

l:.ver 

Urs . Eleanor Roosevelt 
The '.Illi t e House 
\lashi ngton , D, C. 

II'II :CTF 

si~ 

' \iiU.Th!l .ll!ITZ. 

UOORSfO tv THE Ho\T,ONAL INFORMATION 8URUU. 3.30 W£$T 41he STatU, HtW 'tORt 
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TIL-III'MOIIII A LOOHQUIH •·255, 

Uov<)mber 4 1 1940 

• 
near J<rs . Roosevelt : 

CIIUUI H HO\IUOI 
fiU.IIICC>O~ N~tll !t4"-"-

,,.[Ct41. CCUIIIIU 

WIU.U•• , tCJ.tiU 
Cll•lCIOA Of t ltAioti!U 

Dun £. u._., .... 
UUD llCUUtt 

(. (at.CliJ< IIOU~ ......_..<,. c.oo•c:•• •c• 
Gc••• a •hahtt. Js 

R.\1(111 ._ .. 0 ,ICl• OUOil 

" ' " J u '' H lb•••tO'~ 
Attl• t tOUlll OIUCitl 

Please forcive me for 1mpos1nr 

upon you so much. !'!Ut I \'lould be r ra teful 

if you noul d r ive the President the 

enclosed personal note of thanks !'or whet 

he did in the matter of the intccrntion 

of l!eeroe3 into the armed forces of the 

llnited states. 

Eve r 

!.:rs. Eleanor lloosevelt 
Hyde Park 
11e'1 York 

si_nce ro 1~· , 
l I , I 

~ .. ( ' 
I 

lHOO.IIO • ., IHI fU,TIOH.Al. tHFOfiNAtiQfo' 1UIItl4V »0 WUT 42-u SUllO JilW f0fl f 

• 

) 



- cl-.r Mr. lbU.e1 

I pn yoo.r ~ t.o UM 
Prw.l.dm\ and will be alad to ... ,..... eL 

uq t iM, Bootner, I t•l t..,_ 11 llUle 

I can Clo. 

llr • . 1~1\er ·:.'hHe 
IJAJ1Cl 
69 li!Lh .. ven. 
i:YC 

Yeq oillllere}T TOC'•, 

I 
I f/C 
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hAltOM&. Of'fi( IRI NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ) o:ucuTOn cona.u 

.• .,,.':'::·~:..... ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLk wmu•••;;- ......... 
~MJI.Aa Of tMI MAU 

)j ._/4fV W u..l:.:,I .. AilT I&CIITUT 

011 I.Oittl T. w.,..... 88 Fln'H AV&NUIE-. NIIW YORK ,., ....... llll UUJt 

••«·raa•ocwn 
c...... H........,... 

111411' .. ~ .. n1u•c T aL a....OM• • A LAOHOUIH 4 •~581 ~ fMV __ llf........U 

NUWII , IUIIO~·-· 
II'IC&Aio c.~ ..... 

Goor\U C .. Of 
~ 

l
w;,~•Ga.t.;-gv•r ()fie;'* Orton: TN CfisU Wu.u..•J,:::., ... .-c.u 

w":'l.:.o ~,t~oar.:.Ou • F' """L I.A"';'O:. _,.., 

:~:.'\.. Y:;"~ ~ ~P' { . " ,_.,. -
011. '-'~uu 0 n 

LV au.ta. ~•.uo. 

~:·Ja ~~ v~~ . ~ r Gct.::_~c.~J•:.::·~no. 

···~·~:::-. o.~:~er 1 \t \,r ~ ~J~&-\7rr"· 
...... :/:o:.'t-.'1:,- 1940 y 1 .. c 11 \ \ • t.. 
............ '-'-" .. "'... t\, . ~ \ 
~....,.~ J)r, L W, T""•n 

l~ 0,1' ..\. ..._ i\ 

=-.-::.,,~ ~~~.:;...,•• .,J . I ~ \•~ .\~ . 

.-.. ........... ._ uu dear l.lrs. Roosevel~: 1-" }! 
- l.~'"l:t::.!l""' -J A" . ~I' . ~ 
l~!M 1..011&. U. Dl••~ .,_ \: 

..._.._ woooo_.......... l apologize ror ~he m:>unt r read1 J18 matter 

=. .. ...";. :::=:.~-· I send you with this la~ter. But I believe that 1t 

,_,... I:'~~ deals with so impor~ant a ma~ter, not onl.y with 

!::::'::f.:':=, respect to the rutura uelfe.re of the Virgin Islands 

tA.w-.... c.'kr ---·~ ... ,_ ...._ ...... 
·r~ --. .. _ 

~:- but also the whole question or the Caribbean, that it 11:::'--- merits your a~tention . 
or .. wu.- '-• ._ 
u .. .I ... 14J.._ 

~~~·=-~~ You will remember that you were good enough 

~&:~~ to place in the President • a hands s l~t~er I wrot e him 

t.~~-;-~ rrom Rock Castle, Virginia , about the rantaa~ic stories 
~~.--..... 

I 
~~~~ that a •revolution• was brewing in the Virgin alonds. 

~~~~~ .... ;~!'-" I enclose a copy or that letter, a copy ot the 

·-u.- President ' s reply of Novetnber 30th, a copy of my reply 

~~ to that latter dated Dace~:~ber 4th, and reply by the 

~~~ ,Secretary of the Interior dated December 19th ~o 1:1y 

~~~0:.~~ letter of December 4th to the President. 
WUU-IL~ a........ ........ M.-.Iil 

~·==..~~y:a.; ... 
s • TU.IICAI.. UWAL WUIJ'rt_.. 

ww~ u. 1~ WII.IJ•I•• ·O&. c.•w-. 

l particularly commend t o your attention the 

letter dated Novenber 13th troc Acting Covernor Robart 
Uoras Lovatt, copy of memorandum I prepared for Charles 

w. Taussig when he asked my opinion about the impendiqg 
•revolution" shortly attar the President had told him 
~hat such a rucor had been brought to him; end or a 
personal hand-written letter dated December 11th which 
I received recen~ly rrom ACting Governor Lovett. 

~ .LT. W..W... 
._...,, c--. w.-...~o--

...._ lrwteT.IMdl 

~ ........... 'I!I.VL T,(a,.W.Uw 
'-.. ._.... lr\h•l.lo WelU.ao.a 

&.~ . . .... u. W.Wri. 
\\I.LI..,.r.Wlf 

L D.-
..,..... .... --­.__ 
........... .._ ..... ---------
---·-

'fteaW 1.. c,..... Jr. 
~.,, .....,._ 

u~• QarriMIA ou.-. •. ~ .. _._._ 
=~·:::..· ...... __ 
~­·-il::::ff' ... w ........... ......... --­_ .. ._. 
J_ .. ....., 
ww ... T.~~ 
~ .......... 
... ~.&-"'~ .ll - ...... I •• 

~ --............. u...._ ............. 

Since ~he l atter we.s a personal letter to me 
I asked Ur. Lovett's permission to ahara it with you 
end the Presi dent and he has Just cabled me p armies ion 

to do so • 

When you shall have reed these l will be glad 

~0 discuss thea with youx ahioul:ry:u w1 h me_t_o~do ao. 

Kra. Eleanor Rooaavalt\. , 
'1'be White House 1~ ,,,. 
\1/uhington, D. c . ,~ / ( Saoretary. -· _., 

lftOO .. lO IY TMl NATK*Al UlroMIATtOIII eun.AU. JJO WUl .U•• JtltUT, MIW 10tUC 

' " 0 

WWI C'l'J' ' 
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February 7 , l 94l 

lire . Rooao•olt oayo ahe wUl 

be e lad \.b nt\.et\.1 Uic hMrin,;G <'O:l t.>enl.ion 

1n your let.t.er o!' JG..."\UAr;.: )l if a~c 1t: .-·.ake.d 

to do D~, but.. eflu doeG not knoJ: he. cw:h she 

will bo at.l• t.o cont r1t>uto, 

Vory olncerely youroJ 

llr , .Utor Ab1te 
69 fil'toh AV~O 
!few Yor l<, 11 .. Tor i< 

Secre·t.ar; to 
lira. Rooaenlt 

0 1/ 
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" Uy dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 
' 

I want you to know about t he progress we are 
making in our ettorts to tocua public attention on 
tba discrimination against the Negro in the national 
defense progr8111, including the Army, Navy, Air Corps 
and particularly the industrial phases ot the situa­
tion. 

I spent several days in Washington this weak 
worldng on the matter. Senators· \'Iegner and Barbour 
and perhaps several other Senators, including, we hope, 
one or two trom the South, are planning to introduce a 
resolution tor a Senate investigation ot the status 
and treatment ot the Negro. It is thought beat, at 
present,. to ask the Senate Committee on Education and 
Labor to make the inquiry instead ot asking the Senate 
to authorize the setting up ot a special committee. 
The investigating committee will be asked to recommend 
corrective legislation which it deems neoeaaary aa e 
reaul t ot what is learned from the bearings . 

It the public and particularly the Southern re­
action to an a rticle ot mine, •It' a Our Countr,y, TOo•, 
which recently appeared in the Saturd~ Eveni~ Post, 
ill a good barometer, thll oountry woui be sliOc em 
disturbed at what h going on it tbey only knew the 
tecta. It may well be that exposure ot the tacts may 
greatly Bid those persons in the Governmant who want 
to do the right thing both tor tbe Negro and tor the 
country. 

Members ot the Senate with wbom I bave talked 
teel that tbe chief difficulty will be encountered in 
the Senate Audit and Control Committee ot which Senator, 
James Byrnes is chairman, when an appropriation tor 
such an investigation ia aought. I t is thought elllo 
that the beat procedure would be tor Senator Thomes, 
all chairman ot tbe Comm1 ttee on Education and Labor, 
to bold preliminary bearings as soon attar ·tba resolu­
tion is introduced as is poBSible and to invite to 



#2 - Mrs. Roosevelt 

testify at those preliminary hearings one or two outstancUng 
persons whose testimony will t oous publio att ention upon the 
problem. You have probably guessed by now ~hat the one 
person whose testimony would do most in this situation would 
be your own. Would you be willing to testify? 

It the resolution is introduced during the ooming 
week the preliminary hearings on it would probably not t'ake 
pl ace until sometime attar the aidd.le or February or even 
attar the tirst or March . 

lArs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
The White Bouse 
Washington, D. C. 

WW:C'l'l!' 

Ever 

Secretary. 
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Uy dear Uiss Thompson: 

f11UHOOO t.IA, .... AU. 
eNCU I. ctoii...U. 

'MlUU Ptcaut 
•••n.w MA~ 

GAin' l. LA•NIII 
rii.L.D lf:CIIltAIIT 

C. rHOQIC MMtiOW~ 
..... u~M.t-. 

GlolloM I. Mite"", J&. 
,.. uan ..,. ,.., • .,.,.. 

IIIIAOIIOII I. .IOIIU, J 11, 

Please tell L~e. Roosevelt bow very happy 
we are to have her letter oooepti ng the invitation 
to testify before the Senate committee. It is 
oharaoteristio or her, being the modest person she 
is, thst she feels that "she does not know how 
much she will be Qble to contribute". 

One of the things she oan testify to which 
will be of enormous value would be a recital of 
the efforts whioh she bas made in numerous in­
stances to brook down discriminat ion against 
Negroes in the Amy, llavy, Air Corps and in tho 
industrial phases of tho dotensa program • 

Another very valuable contribution she could 
make would be testimony that in sheer self- interest 
the United ~tates cuat change its pattern of dis­
crimination while it is fighting for decocracy. 

A8 soon ns the date is set tor the hearing 
I will notify you. 

Ever 

W.ss !.lal.vina C. '•'bocpaon 
Secretary to ~ra. ~eanor Roosevelt 
The llbi te House 
1/aabi ngton, D. c . 

V.W : CTF 

Secretary . 

32nd ANNUAL CONFERI!NCE, HOUSTON, TEXAS, June 24·2?, 1941 



• cle&r llr, llhl.~•• 

lin. Rooee.,.lt eqo llhe ~d l.cnoe 
\o hMI' 0.... Dim•' • :11..-...v Orot..otra 114 
eYWr; -nt. ot hor tiM 1o taken untU tbe 
eecOII4 ot liard> . Sbe collld be 1n S. t orlt 
tbat nlibt 1t Slnle,y lll>ldd be ooanal.eot \o 
the artato and the othor ~:~M•to. 

I .ould G!•rr..:ate ;wr l ett1ne a• 
know u eoon u poNibl .. a a Ltre. Roo.sovelt • a 
calernar !Uls up quiokl,t. 

llr. klt .. lhite 

Very :;J.ncorel.:t ,;oura, 

Sooretary to 
lire. Rooao'Alt 

laUoral Aa8ociot1oD tar tt.. 
Ad'IU I t ot Coltred Peos>J.e 

69 P1t\b " -
.... Tori<• Jle;o York 

;oo 
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YOI.IfM ttUCT'Otl 

(Dictated 2/10) 

Here 1t o. oltraol.~ troa todft.y 1 a PN a'OolJt 
• concert by the De&n Dlxon'- Syo~hony Orcheet ra 
'lhlch Kre . W'hlte and 1 Mil,._. yest.erda,y. Th"'Y 
pl~vod the Erolce ~1f1e1ently. Hov uould you 

}ike to henr them nn one ot yo•1r tr-1!)~ to 
Uew Yorkt 
• 

1 run 1\lJ'·e Mr . Dixon and the orohnetrll 
would be honored to p l oy to r yon, ).'.nyor La GWlr41a, 
Leopol d Stokowek1 and ooo or two othorR ~ho 1 
thQu~ht ot neldng for f'n evening vhteh h1 convenl· nt. 
to all ot you. I thi nk you would btt vtrey mnch 
pl~tued with ..not hAs l,een done tn wh117!' 1nt,; to-:n \.her 
""' orcheetra to play ae beautifully ea eht.a one 
doee w:1en u. 1e cont!dered t.httt mo•t of the =""""ore 
ar& . ..ereone en~tAI(td in work f a. oanUAl tvpe. 

Krta. l:l,anor RootfiiTd t 
1'he 'iht ':. It Ho '~•• 
l."aeh1nr,ton.D.O • 

lff'l;l\folb 
enc. 
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By the People, Beethoven at the Park Palqc~ 
For the People 

By H~nY S 11o10:t 

Se:ven years ago Dl"an Of.\Du, 11 ll.:tndsome 
l.ad Jhll in his teenJ, thought.,Hr.arle.n ought 
to h;wo moro good 11.nd serious music. So 
he org;;mlzed the Dean Dixon Symphony 
S<X"'et)'· rt <"Ornpdsed one violinist •nd one 
pi:lnfst. 

Tod:.y th.lt ltUie c>tehe-stra h:t$ grown to 
ovt•r 60 membt•·s :.nd yesterd1.1y altemoon, 
iu the Park Palaeo Casino's ballroom at f'lrth 
.'\\(! . and l iOth, gn,·e iu se\'e.nth 'umu:~l 
ron<"t•t. The orc:he$tt .1l pnrt of the ptogtBm 
im:1uded :.'1 Mo~:trt overtuee, a C linka £.111• 
t.1.Sy, nnd Beethoven's £roicu Sympt•<>••Y· 

Ho•lors were $h:t,·e<l with the American 
Peo1)le's Chorus, whk-h )'W h~, o prob:.'lbly 
htard on records helping ro~u l RobdOil lu 
Ballad for Ametirum ~nd which Mr. Dixon 
now conducts:. He is suettSSOr to E.~ul Rob· 
inson, compose• o( the Baltad t~nd o•gunl~r 
of 1 he eMrus, who now holds a c,aggen· 
heim fellowship. 

Then there Wl.$ the ~~ itone, A\abrey 
P.1nl.t>y, one of :a gtoup or Negro " ''l iSt~ who 

l~d to m11l.e good 
r('put:ation.s and liv­
ings (or tht'm.sclves 
Jn Europe and who. 
forced ho•ne by the 
war,:..re t rytng to flud 
pbces in lhe Au~er­
i<:t~n musiC':;!) S("('nc 
now. 

M r. Pankey :~nd 
the r horus have in · 
tert'$ling nnd SC>• 

Aubr~r P•ni. ~'Y Cially Signi6c;~nt his· 
tortes, llut whnt in· 

ttrcstcd mo most ycstcrd3y w:.s t l".!lt orc:hC$· 
tn. ll.k Di.xon, Its tt~lent.ed le:ldt-r, b a 
Jlnlli:.lrd grodu3tc ond A candida1e lot the 
doctortate su Tt:aehtr$ College. He is inte-r­
ested ln conducti:ng be;autlhil music bcauti· 
{uUy ( whk-h ho dOcs) and doesn't th ink it 
tspeciaJly slgni.6c4nl that his b:.nd ha..s 20 
Negroes in It, the rt$1 being w hite. 

t do. l think it js nl.so slgn!Rc:ant that 
about h:al! the members are wornen, rlut 
the ages run from IS. to 64. :~nd t l•:•t l.oc;•l 

T his is Dean Dixon, caught fn action yeste rday a t the Park Palace Casino. H is 
symphony orchestra. in which there :~rt" hoth Negro and w~.ite musicians, is 
seated d i(t'cl'l;llltly from the or thodox S)'nlJJ!HmiC flr rangetnent ·b(.'CI\USE: Of tJH: 
narrowness or c_he Park Pnl.-.ce sroge. The fiddles tuke back seats; and he h;)_s 
the stnnllcr, woodwind u'Ction up front, the way Stokowskl does. 

802 of the ll. l us~i~ns' Union was willing to 
let II. few of £1 ~ professlon.:~.ls hel f~ Olll (ot 
the conC'Crt. 

This is, us Prof('M(Ir Rnymond Dutrow$ 
po[nted out o.(ter tho intcrmlsslon, a com· 
rnunlty project. It is backed by an ene rgetic 
orgllnlzll.tlon of women who come (rom the 
nel~hborhood. Tickets are gh•en free to n 
lim1ted nun~ber of ~thnol children, :md the 
{lUdjencc is the SOrt you .seldom sec ;~ t Car­
negie or Town Hall. 

In short, thJs iS music com£ng right out 
or a neighbothood. :u) d il brea.ks down lines 
betw een ngeJ. colors. JH·oreS$Ionnl.s t~nd 1\0il• 

N1«o by Mdrlin 1/on b, PM StoO 

l>fofessionals. It couldn't do tho.t-and a lso 
.lltr:lct so l11rge n.n ll\ld;e•lt:e as )'<!'Si erd~ty's 
- wiiiiOt•l being extmordinnrlly good music. 
Whicl• is c~aclly what J h~.:~ rd yc:ste:rday. 

P.S. Dean Dixon's fsn't the only orgonita· 
tf.Qn of lis ld1\d. TI\ere are some 20 others 
in New \'(Irk nnd from time to time PM will 
reporl On t~m. Bul 1 lhoug:ht this one £m· 
portnul c:nough to miss Bruno Walter's 6nal 
COilttl' l with the Phi1harmonk, a program .. 
ol new music by the Roth QuAI'tet and 
Emanuel Feucnnann's Beethoven recital for 
the New Friends. all of w hich wNe nlso 
h:~ppening yesterday afttmoon. 

----------------------~-
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l.y deur ::J.ss '.'honpson: 

In t lw nbsenoe of •. r , ·.:hi to ~ron the 
city I c.u ueltno\lledaing rboei!)t of your lett"'r 

or ;,'ebruory :lOth in \lhich you s~ute ~hut _:-<:: , 

lloose vel t could be in :;.,,: Yo!'l. on ..:und&..y nlcht , 
::urc ll :1nd, t o ho!U' t lto Dew• 1-i:>,on .::y:.tJ>hony 
Orchestra. 

Unt'or t un utel y , I 11111 not be ubl c tO 

roach l.r. ·:.ni te before touorro1: (\,'edno sdn)!) u1'tE<r­

noon or '•'ilursdey uorninc 1:hen hu is to bu in 
' .. eshill{3ton. ;,t thot ~iuo l shull pluco tlc u. t~cr 

before hiu "nc.l he 11ill douhtlesa gtlt in touch d .th 

you. 

.. 
!..iss l..alvino c . '•1•onpson 
Jccretur;r to ;.:rs. -leWlor :loosevelt 
'.t'he .• hi t e l.ou oe 
\ , (lahi~ton, ll . c . 

C'1'•' 
Pi,., A••~Ntl &,.1 C•HII .. , Nt~li.NI N1Jr. YMij IVHJ •• , Afril :J1 · Mt1) J 

\ 
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TElEGRAM 

10VIUIIlC 29 933p 

New York, !Anrch 1,1941, 

!Ars . Elee.nor Roosevelt, 

1 

I 
Just re t urned to ci ty ton.ight , Deepl y r egret time too short arrange 

audit i on tor you of Dean Dixon's orchestra tomorrol't ni ght . Will ]Au 

in month. . J/r 
wal ter l'nlite . ;r-r}l"" 

~ IV . ~~)1 
~_,Jf- /tP 

have any t ime free later 

I 
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!.!arch 7, 1941 

.. 
~ly dear l!rs . Roosevelt: 

lf'UIA&. CO\IliiJ. 

Wau.u• " cuas 
••.aaao~~ ... a&Aac.t:U 

DAll1' I. L.Aaru• 
' t.l4.0 II( IIC'U..IfT 

L P"auc.•e MMIOW 
I I.U CN I C.OOI OI. ATOa 

G&o11te 1. Mvtnn, J1, 
"''liCJn •• ,...ono• 

......... s. JofiU. Jl • ........ ..... « .. 

I 

I thourht you would "bo interested 

in see1nr. this article in yesterday's 

New York Post . 

""~· ~715~ Ever 

l~o . Eleanor Roosevelt 
'l'he Vih1to House 
VlaahinFton, D. c • 

VN/:RR 

Secre t ary 

- UI 
32nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, HOUSTON, TEXAS, June 2+29, 1941 



It 1\ lie 4eal~ Uaa\ I be p~t I will, ot o•ne, 

lie &la4 \o aUell4. 

JleapeeU'IlllT, 

1t111 Oft' 

• 
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!.larch 13th 
1941 

I 1 .. ' 
l• 

AIR I.i.AIL 

IJ'I.CIAI. COUkU:L. 
WH.u•• Pltu•t 

OlUCTD41 W oa..•O.h 

Ot~n L '-'•"'•• 
,.U.I UCICTAOT 

f. ,ll.lOUIC NHIIOW 
lltAMCM COOAOINUOit 

G l OOM I . ihl.,ll!"f, Jll. 
'VM.ICIJ"f AiiD ,OOIIOTIO. 

M .t.DIWoll $.. .1011&:1. J l . 
ltvflf lt&lCTO. 

I (jj 

loly deo.r !..rs. Roosevelt: / "" 

Lest Thursday /.ubrey 1/illiarns and \laYne Coy invi t.ed e group or us to confer in ~Vashineton on th.e vert serious situation wit;h respect to the eo­ployn:ent or llesroes in industries rilline contracts ror the national defense program. It woo unanimously agreed at tho conference t hat only action by the Preai<lent could be effective to reverse this present trend. It was e.lso unanimously agreed that ,,·e should seek an audience with the President at 1:h1 ch l.t>uld be present Uecroes who have 1'irst-lland in1'on1at.ion, end !Jossrs. Hillman, Knudsen, Knox ond St1moon or tho representatives of the last two • 

Accordingly, the enclosed letter is betng called late t;oday to the ~resident. Ir you egree that such a conterenoe should 'bo hold and woul d cnre to express that opinion to the President, we would be most gl·ateful . I do not think m:t presence "t the. conterenco is es iruport<1111t as /.ubrey. Judge llestie and others think, and I put ey oYm n8Lle in only be­cause they insisted. 

You will be glad, I know , to l uarn that the Senate invustigetion is movi ns stendily forward • Senator Pepper has juot wired that he •1Ul be glud to serve on the sub-cocmit<tee, ond Senators Schwartz ani Taft have nlso wired ~<hat they will be willing to serve. The other two moClber s of t he sull-coi!Ullittee will probably be Senators Ueed and La Follette. 

Uy apologies to you ror breaking in on your woll deserved holiday • 

llrs . Frankli n D. Roosevelt 
Golden Deaoh 
Uiami Beach, 
Florida, 

Ever si~~berely . ('· 
\ / .. -.- . '-..__/" ,_ . 

Secretary. 

32nd A NNI IAL <:ONFFIIENC:h. IIOI IS'fON. TF.XAS. June l·i-29, Jl).fl 



JU%IOIUL ABSOCIAfiOI' 70R TBB ADVANCBICI!IT 07 CQLORID PJIOPLZ 
69 71tth ATenUt - Rew York 

llarob 1:5th 
I ltU 

BoA. 7rAIIII:l1o D. llooantl\ 
l'rttUe\ ot ~ Uai ted Stat .. 
!1:1• 'lihiet tbuaa 
Vaeb1ac\oa, D. c . 

nr. Waru..U :llapar4 or ~a4elpll1a, a•ber 
ot \M ,...,.1Yaa1a J.Ac1ela\va .U Putor 
or tile &louD\ OliYat llepUn Clluroll 

Wra, lie.ry 11o1 tad .De~UM, !Jireator or llecro 
ll'odt or t.l:la llaUaaal Tou~ Adl&laie\ra\1-, 
or a rapreaaa\at1Ya troD bar ort1oe 

ldp liUll• U. llanie, C1T111u Aldie to ~ 
a.ora\e.ry or liar 

ur. 'l\•e•'AC 11. teblaa ot ~· Jle't,iooal T.w.e • .A. 
_. hr ot ,.,_ .loAY1ao17 c-1\\ae • 
llelatUft SanlMo 



liMO \o !.Irs . Lund-
1. *• !I•J.tu: ',ltU.• 1\&a n 

<PJOlD~D\ ~1th ~t~. ~~aa.•~t 
a\ oaoo r.~ . to ~ •~· ~o•Jar, 
llfti'Oh l8Ul. 

r 



j 

llru. Ro~oovolL <>aka '"" to ackroc>ol­
e<l.(le ,·ex~r leLto.· o! llaroh .5 an<Vto toll yo" 
\.hat l!q ll wu.ld not be a con~onlAnt date tor 
h~r to att.ond tile ~ncerl.. She could no\. do 

it. llDUl on or ..tt.er !lo.y 17. 

llr. ll&ll.or Whlto 
69 ritt.ll Av..,.. 
w ... !or\<' In !or\< 

Ve.ry oincoroly your a, 

Secret<>r)' to 
lire , Roosevelt 

;ro 
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L!arch 5th 
11141 

l4,y dear Miss Thompson: 

II'CI;:j,\\, COUifiU. 

WtLUAif rtCUIII 
oeauroa o• • •.uc•u 

O.UIY!. U.llr&llf 
rltUI Mc.u:tAat 

!. ,IUQUIC lfOIIlOW 
a llA. Cif COOIOIIIIAtOI 

GI.OIM 8. lf lollf'tiY, J a. 
f'Ua UCIYY ...0 HIOIIOfiOill 

N-"''t .Oif S. Jo•u.. Ja. 
YOUtll OlalrOit 

Thank you for your letter of ~rob 3d. 

\'/ill Sunday evening, !Jay 11th, be 
convenient for Ura. Roosevelt? ~. Dixon oaoe in 
to see me yesterday and at my suggestion is 
arranging a special concert at the Heokscber 
Theatre, Fifth Avenue end 104tb Street • 

I would appreciate your letting me 
know if Mar 11th is convenient (it is the first 
available date and, in fact, the only available 
date at the Heckacber Theatre in Uay) so that we 
may go ahead vdth the plans and invite wayor 
LaGuardia, Leopold St okowski and several others 
who want to hear tlr. Dixon' s orohestrb. . 

Ever 'eincerty 'ti ,·) 
"---./~ 

HJ.l..TER 1tliiTE. 

W.aa !t.alvina c . Thompson 
Secretary to ~s. ~eanor Roosevelt 
The llhi te llou se 
Washington, P. c • 

\\~1:CTF 

I l, , (
., 
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'-. Ul i" S TliO!IPSOII: 

Is thl.s Aprl.l 
olll'l~ thl.nr,? 

,,, ,,,, ,Jti~ 
The nreaA o::~nt,rr. l••no~~t lR aln:~ 

~ohe4n ' e<t for 10:00 a.n. 

11--J~ 

J 
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lSiluAB 'l"/15 PAID 3 III~4;1l~~ ~OltU 
~~ 

;oo 
NEW YO~, •!I,Y, , llARCll 28, 1941 

t.IRS . ELEAtlOR ROOSEVE:LT, ( PLEASE FORWARI> ILIJ!EDIATJ::LY) 

In conference with Senator Sohwart~ yesterdAy, he i nformed me he 
wiehed remain as chairman Sub-committee on Senator resolution ?6 
an4 that he must go to Denver today to be gone until about April 
15. lie seems to t hink facts so clear preliminary hearings would 
be unnecessary and that we Rhoul d save personal test imony tor hear­
i ngs before select commi ttee. ! lie asked me sub~it memorandum whi ch 
has been done. It would be most helpful 1t you would address letter 
to Senator Schwartz as chair~nan suboommi ttee giving your opinion ot 
nooessity or l enats in'fest1gat1on. 11111 you ~o thi s? 

\ walter Whi te, 
\_ \ 



I 

I 

r 

.-·< "" t •• ( ... , 

llaroh 20, 1941 

IJir, ll&l.Lol' White 
II&U~ Alaoo1at1oa tor tho Ac!Yano•ont ot Colond People 
69 Pittb A'f .. IIO 
In York, lin York 

Ill' e. ltooaonH oan do aa you roquaat ten •·•• April tiret, 

y \ I 
- 1 '-' ( .., -, 

' ....-. 

IW.Vl.NA C, TITOW'SOII 
Seoroet.ary to 
lll'o, RoooO'felt 

,. 1-. 
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't'OUIM OII I"TOI 

22, 1941 

/C 
t'y dear Mise Thompson: 

Vy worm thanks f or your teletram i nform­
i nF me that Mrs , Roosevelt can appear before the 
Senate Committee on Sena te '~ solution #75 at 10 ;00 
A. M., Tues day , Apri l 1. I have i mmediately t rans­
mi t ted thie information t o Senato r Thomaa tor 
transm1 t tal by hi m to the· Cha1nnan of tho Sub­
Commi ttee whom he is to appoint in Senator Schwartzls 
stead. Thi s was made necessary becouoo Senator 
Schwartz will have to r:a to Arizona next week to 
be ~one for two or three weeks and we do not wish 
t o hol d up the ma tter that long . 

Thank you for your letter about ~·ra , 
Hooaevelt's inability t o hear t he Dean Di xon 
orchestra on !.lay 11. I have i .mmediately written 
t o ~r . Dixon to see if he can chance the d&te to 
the 18th, whi ch Mrs , Roosevel t i nformed me lost 
Tuesday i s conveni ent for her . The difficulty 
liea in the llllltter or ge ttin£ the Hecksher Theatre, 
Ur. Dixon told me that ~Y 11 was the only da te 
whi ch was available, but I hope that he wi l l be 
able to make the rearranpement. 

Ever 

Mi&s ~<alvin a C. Thompson 
Secrotary to Mrs, Rooaevel e 
The Whi te Houae 
1'/a shin!!ton , D, c. 

WI'/: RR 

Secretary 

_ ,., 32nd ANNUAL CONFERilNCI!, HOUSTON, TEXAS, June 2-1·29, 1?11 
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_, dear liT. Wbl.tao 

TOW' lAt.r of A ... il 2) •• for­
warded to !Ira . Rooonolt , wbo 1o a•q on 
a leot..,.o t r ip. She bao rrtW'necl it one! 
aoUd • to srito y0\&1 oqi"' tl\ot olio 
.ould llko t.o have t our Uck.C.o tor t.bo 
Dean DbcM concert on IMT 18. 

llr. ll&ltor llhito 
69 ruth J.v-• 
loo roric, h• Tori< 

Very oincorol1 yours , 

A4min1otrat1Vo O!ficor 
Soci•l Corroopondonco 

DD 
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\.. 
Uy dear Ulss Tho~pson: 

TMUi tOOO MAUtiAt.4 
lriCIAL.CW ... L. 

Wu .. u.- Ploa: .. 
IHUC'tOI ., ......... 

DAtU L u.,., • 
tiiU. IICAITUl' 

C. ruoc.atc MOI:IIO'Ir 
tauc• , ....,, ..... 

k .t..INMII S. Jo•U.. J&. 
YOVfM IUUC'TOI 

can you wi re me how many tickets ~trs . 

Roocevult will wish for her porty for the Dean 

Dixon concer t o n ~Y l6bh? 

y[h:_ _. cJ ' 
Sooretary. 

lr t',( ~,t:,('/·(~ 'l 
-· W.l!ll !.alvina Thompson 

Secretary to Urs . ~eanor 
The 1/hi te !louse 
rlash1ngton, IJ, C. 

Rooeevelt ·~ .,..,z:.,, ..r 

1'/W: CTF -­..-.u, 32nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, HOUSTON, TJ!XAS, June 24·29, 1941 



STANDA.Jo ,-oft ... N O. 14A 
.,.,..,.. " '"' ,.UIOO!l 

IJW(.MM,ttM 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

Mr. Walter lhlte 
89 P'1tth Annue 
Mew Yor!t, New Yor!t 

'ml1e ~~i:te ~uee 
~uJtinsJ<m 

• .,. 14, 1~1 

Pleaee lftt me know h~~r ot Dean Dixon concert and 
where it w111 be held. 

MalTlna C, !hompeon 
Seo~t&r7 to Ure. RooseTelt 

I 



TELEGRAM 

19WUDtws pd 3 

New York NY 138pm May 14 1941 

Uiee Ua1vina Thomp son 

'i'he White House 

Rets l t1ckete tor Mrs . Roosevelt sent registered mall yest~rc\sy 
t o Ralph Magee . Dixon concert to be held Heckscher theatre 5Ave 
and 104th Street Sunday May 10 1941 8 : 40 p .m. 

\ walter w~ 
· 215pmd 

I 
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... Tor-, I,T. 
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My deer ~r. Uagee: 

Jl9t WI~IMt 
UtiiTA.f I&.I:UTUY 

lOIJNI, TMC Calata 

lM\11.000 W.UIMAU 
t t CC:IAL C:OU IIIIU. 

WIU.IAM ,tCU ifl 
Dl.llCfOa W . II.U (;IIU 

OAIIY £ Ln,.l • 
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•• AIIICK C.OIUII. A .... IIt 

NADIION $. J OUI , J•. 
\'0111N OlltlC"rOIIt 

RJOC;ISTERED 14;UL 

Here are the tour tickets , No. D-108 t o 

D-lll, inclusive , tor Urs. Roosevelt t or the 

Dean Di~on concert on Uny 18th at 8:40 P. M. 

Please see that ~rs, Roosevelt gets these. 

Ever 

!Jr. Ralph w. Ue.gee 
Administrative Otticer, 
Social Correspondence 
The White !louse 
~lesbington, D. c • 

WW:OTJ' 

s ince<f"lYA' . ( \ 

.__/\vJtfCcJt'::c;---
Secretary. 

. \2nd ANN UAL CONFERENCE, HQLISTON. TL~:\~, June 24·29, 1941 
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) '.!inUred e.rtcn (lAdy Barten - wife of lo•t Briti•h ~1n1st.er to Abyssinia , 
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Juno 11, 1911 

l 'Y d ear Mrs . Roosevelt: 

r am aorr~ to have ~eon so lonr ana¥tel'1np ~our letter or ~:a:· 26 but r 
have just re turned from several days' absence from the c i ty . 

l!rs • Uary L!cLeod Pethune 1s the 
Pred<lent or t he t;ational Council or llerzoo V/omon and I wo1•ld t h i nk tha t orr e.n1 znt1on vtonld be i nte rested in the case or Pr1ncesa Taaha1 • 

l'OVU OlltiCTOI 

f woull\ 111<0 8lAo to 068 SOii\8 such orr an1zlltion A~ the National Pe dcrat1on of \''omen ' s Clubs i nterested 1n thl a beca use the F.th1op1an s1 tua tlon, a a yo·• and I a 17ree 1 transcenda race • 

Ever 

~~~~ . Eleanor Roosevelt 
The ~lh1 to l'ouse 
Washlnp ton , 11 . c. 

p . s . -
1'1.'/:RR 

I e.m re tnrni ne- Mrs . r:arton 1 s 
letter. - Y/1'/ 

·-­-In 32nd ANNUAL CONfERENCE, HOUSTON, TEXAS, June 24-29, 1?41 



Jlllla 2, 1941 

llr dear llr. Wtitea 

I aa very clad tb Mnd lti'"Unee 
and good wiehee to t booe atttr>c11ne tbe 
Annual Ccn! eronca o! t.he !lat10Nl. Aaaoc l.ation 
!or the A(!V(\OOei:lCIIlt o! .Colore<! People. Th1e 
or pni&ation tu.s doM good wol1< in the raet 
and I hope thia Thirty-Second AnNI&l CODterance 
will Vol an lnapirat.lon and & help in oanyillj! 
on a ~&aatul und ~ad JZ'O~&:I in the rut~~re. 

l:r . ./1\lt or :lhite 
11/U.CO 
69 .f'i !'th 1\VO , 

NYC 

Very sincaral¥ :fOUl'&, 

;rn 

U.l 
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~ 29 ,1941 

Deor Hrl'. Roosevelt: 

On Juno 24th there will open flt HouAton. T&,.at. the 
thirt~·-~econd Ann\llll Oonfer~nee ot the National 
Auoeill tion for the Aclve.nceJOtOnt ot Colored Pooole. 
-.:A "'ould •eey lfl'~~llfully opprecin t(l o meu.o.gc Or 
grM!t!n~ to:> thft Conference from you. 

tOU'flll Olltii<TOI 

Un.Mopll;• tha ~de apro&d dhcricnlno.tlon flDd 
l'll«"r"~otion the llcgro 1e enco\mtf' ring in the ootional 
a~r~n·~ pror.rAm bAa ~overed MOrale of the Ne~~ to 
An N.erm1ng fiXtcnt . A~ Nl antidote: And elao to 
de.mor.etrate thAt thor~; ;, re those who d.e.re epeak 
out ~nin~t thi~ vicioUs ~ da~P.rou~ practice. 
~ rnee"~ of groeting fro~ you would be or ~rP.At 
VAlue. ~e tinc&r-ol:r hope :v-ou will coneent t ·o 
eend ouch A. oou~f:O . 

Hre. Eleanor Rootevt"l t 
Tho '"htta Hou.a 
WtuJht.nl!ton. D. 0. 
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June 6th 
1941 

lly dear !Ars. Roosevelt.: 

''"' .... ............ u 
N'UJUUW ... 4 

Wl W .ut ,.1-a:ut 
• tU:CfQC ., HAIIC:IItf 

DAtil' t.. U.11N 111 
l"ll.L..O IIUilUf 

I. ,.UDUIC MOUOW' 
•AAM"CIC COOJIOIIrt o\lOII 

J!I.\OIIOIC $. JOHU, Jt. 
TOUt!• OIIIIC:l01 

tie are gratefUl to you ror your 

letter or greetings to our ?hirty-aooood 

Aonuel Cooterenoo, ond I send you our 

warm thanks • 

~er tc+erY· 
. I " •).1.) ; ( ~ 

( 
!.Irs. liJ.eenor Roollevelt 
The White House 
Wash i ngton, D. c • 

W\'1: CTJ' 

Secretary. 
-
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My doer Urs . Roosevel t : 

TMIIIMOO M&MIIAI.t. 
PCCA&\. C09 ... \. 

Wu.u.u ,.CIC.Itl 
OIII CTOII W OII,Aii(MU 

CWtt E. LA• 1'111• 
I'll~ lilCU!a.IJ 

I. FIUUIC Mo .. ow 
I IA.. CII COOII.li i•Aft~ 

IUMIM I, .fOilU. J I . 
TOVlMOW nol 

Are you goi ng t o be i n liew York on 

either June 21st or 26t h? I t so, ,;oul d you 

care again to hear Ur . Dean Dixon, thi s 

time conducting t he Tosooni ni N. B. C. Sym· 
phony? Here is copy ot let t e r I h8ve Just 

reooi ved fro111 ltlr . llixon. 

Ever sino ~rel;. n 
"--- ~-wti£__ 

Urs . Eleanor Roosevelt 
The \\hi te House 
\iaah1ngton, D. C. 

\:,u.TE:R ',IHITE. 



My dear JJr . l•bi to, 

4~ West H9th 3treet 
!low York, N. Y. 

June e, 1941. 

I hnve juet b~en invited to conduct two concerts with ~be N.a.c. Sumner ~YQphony (the ~oscanini orchestra). 7hey ere t~ take place on the 21st end the P.Oth of June , two Saturday evenings, at 9:30 o' clock . 

This will be gy first guest eppoaronce with a cajor SYNphony orchestrn end I em quito hoppy ot the prospect. I should like to extend en i nvitation to you to be oy guest ot one of these affairs (either, at your oonvenienoo) . 

It was very kind or you, Ur . \ihi e , to invite wrs . Franklin Delano Roosevelt to the U ay l8t oncert, ond I no wonder1ag ir you 11ould again like to exte on invitation to her to attend one or these t\~ affairs. She so vo.ry gracious about the Uey 18th orfair and seece~~~¢l~tely iopn:soed with the work or the eocnunity orchestra, I 11ould like very cuch if she could both sec end h e, in , ~Y f irst big musical venture. 

Hoping this finds 
forward to hearing froc you 

health and looking 

Deen Dixon. 



. . 

Jlal7 so. l Nl 

llMr .. • WJI1 te I 

111e art.1ole ,_ I'll 11 llltenotiac 
IJid eeoo111'11;1nc. 

I a eo clad 1"" -. t ... orablT 
~ wU> CMpobello, 

Ye17 ollloenly ,.,...... 

ll.r. ·~11_~-~~ I 
69 Fi!th Avenue 
IIYC 

0 



• I had 
1
a most intereot1 ng t.l.Ao ot C011pobello· '!hoy are 

1 
a rourkably fino group o! ycunc people and I believe 

their expor1enc,e at Campobello 1o go1n& to boar rich 

I returns bn their campuses • 

• • !!'alter White 

. copy tor Joe La.sn 
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117 clear Mra. lloooeYolt: 

' You vould have been Yer.y proud laet e.ening to haYe aeen 
the reolll to ot your cnc1ouo lll ter• o t lll Deao Dimo, 
Ou of the lar&eet crov«e ot the eeaeon at the 
loeY1oohD St.a41ua &!)plau4o4 Mr, Di""" Yl th trea..,4ouo 
enthuatau. 

A1 tar •• 1 muld. Ne not a pereoo l.o the crov4 of 
5 , 600 lett the 8ta41tm eYIA aft•r the coneert we 
flnhbe4, Wlich le quite a contraet with the ueual 
bohaY1or, 

With hio cbazfteter1ot1e oo4ooty ea4 «<norooity Mr.Di~n 
atteq>te4 .. ver&l tla~• \o pt the orclw.etra to rlae an4 
aecept the applauee w1. th hi• but the orcbletra rflfuea4 Yith oqual «"neroolt:v Y1 oh1DI( Mr. Dixon to set tho 
ow.Uo11 1o .t11oh the)' Jo1Ao4. It wao a thrlll1AS 
oce .. toa ~ieh te.oca trate4 onee ~re, that clven the 
opportua11;7, .,. can bo huaall bo~o &114 aot let 
artltial.al 'barrioro lteep "" fro11 l'<OOOIJilbiD& «<nluo . 

~ 41otlocu!ob•4 aa41onee wao preoo11t 1oclud1ac DaYi4 
San>Ott, ha Oautlor, Carl l'u. Yocbton acd otbero,­
of whoa - hack to .... Tori< r .... tho COUAtr)' &114 
~cation• to be preaent, 

S.re 1o a clipp~ froa to4q' o fiaoo .t11ch I tbOQjJbt 
rou ..,1114 111te t o ooa . 

Jlyor 

Mro, lll•.....,r llooe_.el t 
Rrb Park 
lev Tolil: 

ww • ..., 
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22nd 
lQU (DI.otated 

My dear Ura. Rooaavalt: 

t ltC&o\L c-. .. u 

Wll.U.UI "(.1···· Ola&tao• ., au.•c .. u 
DAtiT I. u . ,..l. 

IIllO "CinA•t 
(. ,UDltiC WO.rtOW 

IIAilC'i COOIUIIIU WOI 

Cwuu~ru II Cl\1•11' 
li'UIUCII\' 4ft II li'IO.OUOJII 

MADIIOM I . Jo•u. J t . 
'fOUJII eiiiCfOI 

I. · -rE 
Sept811lbar Htb) 

I have coma to you on eo many occasions with tales 
ot woe that I em certain there Da&st be times when you 
dread the ai8ht ot me . Tbot is why I em glad on tbi s 
occasion to be able to report gratifying progress towards 
betterment ot a condition in which improvement you played 
so major a part. 

I rater to the way in which the Fa.ir Dltploymant 
Practice Committee is going about its job. Mr. Ethridge 
has plunged in with his characteristic energy, forth­
rightness and courage. In view ot the tact thnt Barry 
Bingham 1a in the Navy and Herbert .Ai;ar is devoting 
prnetioally all ot his ti.ce to the work ot the ~'ight 
tor Freed0111 Cocu:U ttea and part in tha l"Wli11J18 ot the 
Louisville Courier-Journal and several other subsidiary 
oorporation.a, muOh haa been added to )4r , Ethridge' a 
already heavy raapona1b111ties there. B.lt one would 
think, tr0111 the count ot time 8Jld thougbt he is giving 
to the Fair Employment Practice Committae, that he bad 
nothing alae to do except ~bat . He and Governor Cracer 
have gone to the beads ot a number ot pl8Jlta which 1\'llra 
believed to be a441111ant in their refusal to ellU)loy 
Negroes and induced chaages in employwant policies. 
The COIIIIIIittee iteelt 1e getting well ol'ganized and is 
assc bllna a small but very good st~t. It 1a probably 
too early to indulge in too much opt1m1• but it can 
a~ely be said that it the COilllllittee continues to work 
as it has started out doill8o r41111arkable improvement in 
the matter ot employment will follow. 

Once again I want to tell you how gratetul every 
Uegro and every member ot other minorities which have 
been diacrilllinated againat ahoul.d be to you , the 
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#2 - wrs . Roosevelt 22 September l ii.U. 

1 President, and !1.1e.yor LaGuardia. 

P.S. 

I 

EYer si 

- Ue.yor LaGuardia told me at dinner a year or two ago, at 
which you, be and I were speakers, that some de.y I would 
make a apeeoh sayins that a cotter was being handled all 
right and that be would than drop dead of heart-failure . 
I hope ~ enthusiasa tor the work ot the Fair ~ployment 
Practice 00111111ittee won' t have this ettoot on him because 
wa need hia as t.iayo r of New York for another tour years. 

If you oara to tell the President how pleased we are, 
I hope you will agree to do eo. 

Vf, Vf. 

Urs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
The White Rouse 
Washington, D. c . 

• 

WW:CTJ' 
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.Foi'WU'decl b7 IIJ'• .lklo.awelt. tar tbe 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTON 

September 26, 1941 . 

t.!EIIORANDU!.l FOR 

IUR S . ROOSEVELT 

I suggest you take this up 

with Fred Osborn. I very much 

do ub t if Joe Louis has the 
I . 

educat).onal qualii'ioeti ons 

in the Army • • 



., 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SEPT. 23, 1941 

MEMO FOR Til£ PRESIDENT: 

Thie seems to me a good idea 

Would you think wise tor me to 
I 

t e ll Wolter White to go ahead 

With it? 

E.R. 

., 
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TELEGRAM 

32-MUK I TfS 7:26 P.IJ, 

tlE~YORK, N. Y., Ocr. I, 1941 

I.'RS. ELEI.NOR ROOSEVELT: 

'.'/OULD IT BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU T O SEE Ofl FRIDAY OR S ATURDAY 

OF THIS WEEK L I (UT, HARRY HALLER AND PR IV AT£ JOHN l:. ,.I LSON WHO 

HAVE A UOST INTERESTI NG STORY TO TELL YOU ABOUT THE SHOW THEY HAVE 

PUT ON WI TH ENLISTED MEN AS A MEANS OF RAISING SOL D I ER AND C I V I L I AN 

MORALE . I FIRST MET L I EUT. HALLER WHEN HE WAS A STUDENT AT 

PRINCETON AND HAVE FOLLOWED HIS WORK ON THE 8 ALTIA'ORE '>UN WITH 

KEEN I NTEREST . HE IS A F I NE E XAMPLE OF INTELLIGENT WHITE SOUTHERN 

OP 1111 ON. YOU CAN COMMUNICATE WI TH H I M EITHER D I RECTLY AT T HE 

;C:E~N~T;U~R~Y~H~O~T~E~L:•::I~I~I~V~' E:S~T~46~~S~T~R~E;E~T~,~N~E~w~.!O~K-C ITY, UNTIL THURSDAY 

AFTER NOON OR 879 PARK AVEIIUE, f;ALTIMORE, FRIDAY AND S ATURDAY. He 
~~---;:;-:-:~ ---· --- -·- . ·-·- . 

AND t.~R. 1.'/ I LSON MUST BE BACK AT FT.8RAGG, NORTH CAROL I NA , 8 u1mAY 

'JALTER VHIT£ • 



TELEGRAM 

21\/lJC TWS PO -

NEll YORK , N.Y., OcTOBER 3 , 1941 

M I '>:J MAL V I NA C. ltlQf,lPSON. 

f ,J /} 
' L~ 

"' 
I 

I 
I 

' ,I 

TH ANKS FOR YOUR TELEGRA!C, PLEASE AOV 1St L:11s . ROOSE VELT 

THAT LIEUTENANT HALLER AND IAISTER I'I ILSON WILL BE AT IJHITE 

HOUSE TODAY AT F I Vt Pl.l. 

V/1\L TEll ./HI TE . 

1 :05PM 
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Here uro t he resolutions pu .. aad ot t ho 
:1. ~ . .. . c . P . :;tudent Confo1·once held ot liempton 
Institute october 31--Jiovenber 2 . 1 11ish you 
could oovo beon there . ;;o hnd soue thirty- four 
collages represented . 1en students coMo froM 
:;wel'tlwore (;ol lege, to 11h1ch, •naz1ngly enough, 
llogroos .. re not ndmitted despite ita being n 
~uaker school • ( 

One of the uost grutifYill8 lohings in con­
nection \tit.h the conference ttull that t.he dolegutes , 
without cxc~ption, 110ro level-hebdod, t.lloucht.ful 
persons who looked ut tho problonl or race trortt the 
brood ungl a of domoo r uoy itself. '>1 •oro wes none of 
the usual "lunatic fringe" . 

\/hen you can get to it I would like very 
uuch to hAve your reaction to the rosolutions . 

Urs • ...J.eW\or :loosevelt 
'Ihe \,ll ite !louse 
\leshineton, I: . c • 

\.1/: C'l'F 

l!.vo\sincor J ly ·~ o 
_A:~..Ui. "-·r;.J!.:J , 

"ecretory . 
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ICr '*>r llr . l'lhi tA 1 

Mre • .ROOI I'f'll\ hal uka4 - to 
thaDk 1 0U tor )'OYr l•tt.er Of Jfov-ber 5 
eaolod..ap; ooplea ot the raaolutlona p.eaed 
at tho N.A.A. C. P. Student COAteroneo held 
at ~n Ina~1tuto. 

lira. Rooaa· ... l t 1a t;lacl to mow 
that the OOilflrlftO. •&1 1 0 IUOOIIItul aDd 
apprM!ataa your. oourtaay 1D aeud!.nt bor 
the reaolut1one. 

Vary e1noerely youra , 

Seoretary to 
Mra . Rooee-nlt 

Ill". 11altar White, Se oNta.ry 
lat1.U A.,.oa 1at1nn tar tho 

A<lftD-t ot COlo....S Peop1a 
611 i'l.tth A,...,. 
... Ycrk, In York 

.. 

/) ' • 

I lJ 

I 

.. 

PIF/lf'C 



NATIONAL AS50CIATIO!I !'OR T:r ADVAI ICTJ::!'::-'1' 01' COLOro;D ~:OPU! 

REPORT 01' RJ>.:;OLUTIOH3 COIJ :ITTEJ:! 

STAT::! :3! n' 0 F ?URPO:i£ 

Horopton , ~netitute 
l!eupton, Vir.;inie 
llovenber <! , 1941 

\'le, t!le members or t he third annual stu<!ent conference or the 

National .\seooietion t o r the Advenconu,nt of Color ed l'eopl e, incll:dir.u 

delei!etee frou thirty oollogcs both white end Hegro , Jteotine os ' we ere in 

o most crucial period or the world's hietor'y, recoan12o t ne ur~,~ent necess ­

i ty for t 'le developr.ent Of' 8 well- troinnd cr oup of yOUllll loaders tO UOBt 

t he present world crisis and to eaaw.10 l eoclershi p in t t o Ca.Ji.11S s ociol 

r econstruction. 

~/8 reoocniz.e II. ' Negro youth that becouse of Olll" t t•aditiona lly 

insecur e position in the o;>oretio:~s or democracy , upon uu l'~ ll s the coo-

pelling reeponsihility or developi n{l u 
I 

pro,;rnu or action which will close tho 

en<! t he ootuol pr ncticos or de~ooraoy. 

concret e s t otot JO Jtt o r purpose e 11d a 
' . 

USP het11een t he ex i eti iiG tneorics . . 

·.10 cell nttention or e l l J\Jllericons t;o t ho irony ol' our position us 

AJnericon citizens to be coz.pelled t o t1c. t f or t he rig. .t t o tic11t for cle11-

ocrecy. 

·.ve orG conv inced that t he f ailure to extend der.~oortltic ri{;l•ts end 

privileges to any uroup in t he cot:~uun1ty , eit i1er t nrout;h irulirrerence or de­

liberate i ntent, opens tho we:• to t he dos truction of cleaocrotic r1,;!•• s f or a ll, 

'fe take oogni. once or t he now envirooent r or coc\ upon us by t he pr esent 

v.ar crisis. ~Yo reoo(lJ\ize that t ho instr1u1e nt or wer i s Itt) final solution to 

t he pr e!l!' i ng prohlcns :fo cing t he world today, and p) edgo ourssl vos to work 

for t!1e buildinc or A c1e~10cratic o:1d Rucuro •.10rld socioty in which wor ea 

on institution 1.01: no place. To rcnlizs this objactivo 110 place ourselves 
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in t he ve:l;IU&rd tbr the win.ti n.n ot sociol an~ llOOnonic justice, not '>nly tor 

Negroes but f or a l l underprivi l i GRd BrOUps end ninoritiea . 
I 

CIVIL LIBE!l'l'IES 

Yle reitorate t hat no i ndivilltwl is ieoln t ed end t hot t i.e civil 

r iGht' or one ure the civil ri.;ht s or e ll. I/o r eel t •. ot our herd-won 

lillert ies s houl cl not be eeo ri:f'ioed under tue (lUbe of \'It r h~rsterio and 

urge t ne gueranteeinc nnd extens ion of such rit~itte t o ell people . 

We members or ii.I\ . A.C . P. s t udent chapters reel t ho need t~ educate 

ourselves mor e fully upon the nat ure and extent or our oonstitutioMl 

gu11reotees , with e view toward cerryin,, t his 1ntorrto t1on into our ooC~~.unitiea . 

We therefore rec=end such concrete objectives es : 

POll TAX 

(l) Or,;.. n1::ot1on of discussion und forwn groups Ullllur 
troined leadership on our r espective eonpusos ; 

( 2 ) T•te cleputizing of s tudents to go i nto the ca:u.wtity 
ond corry on o progrom ot educl' tion on these isot:es ; 

(3) Cooperution or lf .A .A.C.P . s tudent ohnpters w1t l• ot., .,!' . 
c roups in the OOIJIJu ni ties who ore fi4~1ti n;; ror tho ex­
t ension or oi vil rights nnd l1be1·tios . 

We condemn the poll tax beoouea it excl udes 7 91~ of the a dul t pop­

ulAtion, bot h ::ecro end white , ot e i ght souther n states trozo norticipeting 

in t he elenentary decocrat1c process ot vot1nc nod beco11ae it denies to 

t hese ci tizene a voice in t he e:fi'sirs or their s tate ond local bodioo or 

ot t he netion as e whole; because t hr out;h t ne us intenr.noe o r t ho poll tex , 

Congres_jonel repr esentatives frau t hA southern s teteo ere e ble t o (;8in e 

di s -proportionate intluencs in vongres a and to bloclc or daley eooi~l end 

lobor lec islstion C\esl gned to eid t he undcrpriv1l14;E'd section or the cit i zor.ry. 

~e realize t hst t he elimination ot t ho poll tex end '&he v:ider pll rt icipotion 

ot Negroes end poor whito oit1zenc in t ho political l ite o~ t he south would 

bri ng about unprecedented ohausen ond help to provide a front a l ott.eck on the 

social end economic leg or this section behi nd t he reot ot the country; t !l8t 

t he a bolition O f t !.e poll tax 18 0 pr11requisito tor t he Oll teblishuont ot 
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' equal rights and opportu nities tor ••eero I citizens i n the :;out h . 

' 
VIe t herefore reconnend: 

I 
(l) 

( 3) 

( 4 ) 

I nitiation of e n Anti-Poll tax by oi.A .A,C , P . Student 
Chapter s on collet~e CBllJ>W: Sa and c om11uni tiea , i n co­
operotion wi t h ot!te:r- studHnti aml orlu·l t bl"Oupn, t l'.u t 
the a ~:~i t a t ion a ga ina t t he poll-tax include forWJS a nd 
di•cussionn, a nd. d·,:and f or mtione 1 u nti-poll t ax 
lecsi slvtio n , 1 I 

I 
That wo wr ite <:>u r citizens i n our r espective COlll!.unitiea 
where t he poll t a x is i n ef!'cct to pey s uc it taxes es a 
1ueens of exercisint\ t huir- right t o vo te e nd dm • .ar.t les­
i s l a tive .·epeol Of the t MX; 

Tho t we write our r ,:s spective t.:ont>rensJ .on urs i ne t :-tem to 
sign t ho peti ticn to br-i ll(; t he Geye r Anti- Poll t ax Hi ll 
out or comn_l.tte e ond pl ace i t bet' or · Con, -ress; 

T~et we inquiro into t he worlc ,:>f t ::e :.;'out:ter n , .l e ctore l 
Reform Leet;ue wit!t a viow towbrd tll'<lOt e r coopera t ion 

with tilAir objecti vo to arous r: intere~t i n t :Je AJ\t i-poll 
tax move10ont throu~;hout t he s .:>ut h , T!1o t t he i ssue he 
dramat i zed t hr oui;lt weer1n,; of taus , buttono nntl t hrough 
otiter more i ru\ g inetive methods . 

W!-!ITF. PRIJ:ARY 

\'/e a p prove the f i(lht o(la ins t the white p rilaary i n the ~outh -.bod 

pledt.;e ours e l ves t o educate ourselves , our fellow- s t>;C\ ent s , -and our conuu ni ties 

to t he na ture of the white prl.Mry en<\ its a ctua l el'l'nc t upon tho right to 

choose cand1dotes in sout he1·n state s . 

SF.GREGATI ON AND DISCRIMI NATION 

(l ) Act ion to meet the p r oblem of discrimination e nd Se(lre.;o tion is 

the persona l concern of each indi vi duel nemher of t he N. A. A. C .P. 1'/e t•ecoo11 end 

i n every si t ue tion where there is e possibility of obteinint; sympathy e nd 

support , t hat t he i ndividual take personal responsibi lity f or bringinG i n­

cidents or d1sorinineti on into t he open. (ve endorse the conti nuance of 

civil suits where t here are fle(lr~nt vio lations o f t he equal ri(~hts of 

citizens, and urt;e that we ind i vidually ecquoi nt ouroe l •1eo with t he vo r-ious 

laws or our sev~rel states affect i ng s egre(.!l t ion policl.os a nd civil riunt s 

with a view taerd seeki ng r edress in t he counts wherever possible, 

(2) we call upon our whit~ t'ellow students a nd all .AJ;Jerica ns to 
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Joi n with us in t he breekinu down or. seure11ation and <liHcrininotory policies 

by continue~ protest against t hese l•roctices both t o those individuals and 

groups !lll!lediat ely responsible for !'he practic~s ann t o thoso offic: a le reap­
the 

o nsible ror t ile enl'orco•:.ent of such policies by /urging or i nclus ion of s tudy 

of •~egro life and h i s t or ¥ in their collAge curriculu ; by the reeding of iie ~;r o 
I 

newspapers end J!lllt;ezi nus to )(eep obreaot of t hose us)'uct s of' t he probleo 

i gnored b:r t he notional J])~s , a nd by t he increas ed deve lopuP.nt of i nt e r­

rocJel s tude nt oonf nrenoes i n e ll sections ol' t he count ry. 

COOPF.RATI ON WITH OT':J-:R ll!NtJI!ITI!lS 

WB recog nize t he basic s imilori ty of t~c proba lils or e ll llll.nority 

groupe and , t ileretor e , seeJ:c greot cr cooperation omnng tJ ~ose dt'OUps with a 

view toward a more intel ligent unr\e r stan<lins of t hese p roblotw oo o wnole , 

nr.d Cor e unified attack upon t lle cieniol of r i,:!: t s t o r31nori t1es in our 

country. 

Ai\TI - SEI.:ITISM 

We thoroughl y condAIDn tlle i ncidence ot' a nti-Se!Jlitisra i n our own ran.~s 

end s eek to bri nG about a greu ter eppl' 2c1e t lon for tho contribut.ions of Jews 

i n ell fiel ds o f llur111n endcnvo r t o help cle.stroy such i ncip i ent prejutlicc . 

S'!AHECRO!Tl-:RS 

Since so large a proportion o:: Ne(ll"o agricultu ral wor.:ers e r e s i!Are­

cropper s end mi t>r otor y wor ker s , oo:uleuned t o o life of insecurity, slow 

s t arvation, ill hee l t h rond excl usion trot•> t .. c doraocratic process , by t he 

brceki rlG down of t he s outhurn agri cultural syst em , we pledr;e ourselves t o t he 

inclu~ ion or the s tudy of t his p roblEm i n our prot;ren<rurinu t he present school 

yeer, and fa vor the parti c ipation or a l l N. A.A.C , P , studerct c na p t ers end other 

student groups in annua l ilationel " horecrot·pers •,leek , 

LABOR EDUCATION 

As students who are rnembers of a minority g roup the overwilelming pro­

portion of whose nUillbers are wage woriCArs, we identify our i nterests with t he 
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couse of lobor en<l consid<:r t ho eina end objectives or tho lobor ur,vouoat 

o sub j ec t tor coopetent study. 

·te favor specific action on t 10 port oC Studuut c •. uptora to secure 

t 'le inclusion of labor education in our colle~,.e cirricule, ond ~ :·suoe t l:e 

teslt or interpreting the role of labor uniono to t he l>e~ro conu1uni ty •l>ith 

the purpose of gaini ng syupathy and support by lle(lroua !'or labor ' s in our 

current national lire . 

l.ABOR Ulll tM3 

(l) '/e concuive of tree labor u niom one! an i~portA.lt instn;.uont to r 

t tc expresnion o~ denoc racy. to rooffirl" ou1· tJ uppor t OJ' dur"'>cro t ic lobor 

unionism \litnout r .. npoct to race, c ,lor or croou owt oppose any uove in t he 

direction ol' uctin(l under t ;w ~SUilln or t ile pr esent. netionel crisio to curtail 

ri i) .. t s .,a inert by l abor nnions . 

(2 1 Whilfl recognizillt; t :.o pri:tciple o l' t l1e ri c ht to or.~nizotion And 

action on t he port or wor.:or o t '> soourc a uoru oc;uitr. blo •l i.,tribution of nu r 

natioMl wcolth, wo neverthel ess deplore t11~ outri, . . t cxolusion , sec.;recation 

e nd discrilt.inetion proeticocl by certnin ,u,ericon tederot.ion of Lobor Unions 

end Railway llrot•.arnoods , t llrout::h conatitntionsl provieion2 , ritunl or 

•n·onipuletion or preferred el!lployr.ont list s . \'/e oondouu these policies as 

~: nort sighted e nd dangerous tor l nbor itself, openi ne t.he wo:r ror t.ne de­

ntruc tion of labor ' s ri~tt~ us a whole. './e urue t :.o t tnis conference i1.plore 

t ae executive cowtoil of tho ,,ll!ericon J.<ederetion ot' "ilhor to set up n COI!l!!littee 

t o ~eel with t he probleos or race relot1o:1s 11ithin lt.s own ranks. 

(3) •·1e doploro t ho oxist"nco or sec.~rer;a ted locols in t ltft t rade union 

oovettent, and seck t l e ultinete inte1~rotion or •iobro worl:e rs fl nd w'litn IIOrf:••rs 

into sir.gle u'nions. As en answer to t hose sceptics whr. contend t.le t 1 t l.s · 

not feaslblo to orc.~(l ni"e lllsok and whl. to wor.,ers into t he sooe l uuols ln 

eout.1ern oo::~uun!t.ies , ·1e point to t ne ouccessrul experience in t.1e Un~tod 

J,:ino 'Vorlters ot' Al"."rica •:: ... ::-& ••ecro oud white uni onists work to~oot;lar in the 
I 

seme uniona without oont'liot en<\ to their nutuel e dvont&(IO . "le olan poi nt 



ou~ ~he o~,erionco o · the Southllrn '"'nont !orner~ Union in br1:1ti111<: .ret..r o 

""d white sh6recro)•nor s on<\ roru tcneat s tot;.,t uer wit hout r"~;t~rd to rece 

.,r color. 

•r.tero secr eeetod local~ nlrood,y exist, we 1fevor t.no coordi na tion 

ot union officials ot bot h l ocals , t ho ropreQentetion ot rrec ro unioniP.t.s 

on oll control bodies a nd city-wide union council!;, ond 116 deom i t the 

r eRpoMi bility or t hese No11ro unioninta to work f or t lle inte(lro tion or :rcgro 

wortter s i nt o their trede uniono oml t ao brooKing down or ruciol horriers wl t n-

i n t !le un1one . 

( 4) 
I 

We heartil:r endorne t he policy ot complc.tc inteuretion ot ell 

wor.ter~ i nto t he union cenberanip ond itn pro.;ron is o:.;enplitied by C.I.O. 

unio:us end_ the InterllSti~l Lodios t;e rroer,t ·.1orkers Union, A. 'J. ot L. end 

we ur.;o tullest partie ips tion ot t he llogro ueiobership· in t ho at fair"' ot 

t!ooir uniona , t o beca3e nore etrectl vo union wor.:ers , to dove lop lle«Jro le bor 

l eudersltip ond to crGAl: down un<losiroble reoiol e tt1tude3 on t JlO port ot 

whito workers . 

( B) ilo ur3e t ho t no t ro de union hn owordo r\ c l 'l!!Orl s!tO}l o ~,rc oo ,&t.t by 

t !le J!'edero l l!edito tlon Boa r d 1r s uoh union disor1uinoteo o1,o inst wor.:ers be-

oous~ ot race , color, or craed . 

(6) '.'le illplore t !10 ,.•., ir, il'lploy;:ent Practic es Uon:rd to IIlii! its tull 

power~ to &'ply sanctions ec;s inet labor union~ wito pr .. ctico <lisoriclinotion 

lfith re(lllrd to r ace, color or arood . 

we neve found t he dttitudeo toward rlet,r,><>s in t ho o rr•oed torcos r ang­

ing tro14 compl ete seu:reaotion or ·•oeroos end whites to en Aarnoat ottempt at­

complete e~ueli t y thr ough nutuol understondi nu . neurons l.O vo hoon o xoluclod 

f rom t !le oir corps end navy, end in thn ormy t i:ere ore r.·e~uontly SB!>l•rnto 

recr ·a~1on r nc111t ios tor t!le 11i11tO end bl1lck men. In plvcns w.•er" t noro is 

no rigid segre.;ation t .te.·u ia UJ,lt to ton d•n'1nite dis-•)l!lrovel ot rrotorni?.a­

tion ot colored end white nen, ond too otte n there 1s prejudice o~in"t .. e.>ro 



-7-

epplicon't~ tor oJ'ficar troinin r; ecllools . 

'.'/e oondeun t ho policy of t ue &l'llod forc•H• in aprP.udlnu t o peoples 

' from hitherto tolel·ont parts pr t he co,fuit3JY· tho c\1so r1minati n(\ Pl'eotices pe-

culiar t o t i1e s outh, './e tlssert t.ttlt thoro i s n~ pltJC P. t ori t:.i ~ inequa l ity 

ae ons citizens or s natiop strum~liiii,; to a9 1nta1 n cquolit:r for t !.e peopl~s 

or ell llll tio.ts . './e t hink t hn ll t he to1x1!11~ of :le(.lr oes oad t'll. ites i n tne orllled 
I 

f orces is en unparallaletl opportuni t y for brlngint; iief.;r o probletJs t o the f ore, 
I 

a nd we seriously urge t he udop t ion of t he t'ollowint; lines 01' oction towortls 

sue coso in achieving t his gool : 

(l ) continued opposltloon to discrlminotion e uoinst .. cgr.:>es in every 
phase of defons c, by protos t n to l egi«lbtors 011<1 t o s uch tsova r n­
ment reprr soo1tati vas as o fl'ic i a l s •t t induction ce:tt crs , ond by 
e f.!:Jrch on V/as;tl ngton. 

(<!) Pla tn~ed integration of ll~gro groupH in national dnfenae . 

(3) Protes ts aga i ns t ~uch isolated i nciden t s of p!lysicol violenco 
but onl :r such i ncidru ts as ha ve a gene1•a1 s i gni fica:.cc . such 
p r otests should be preceeded by c" r eful invustigfltion sad pre­
s ented with t !lis broader s ignificance in rJind, 

(4) A program for t he i raprov,!Ment of t he 1.1orale 01' ~; ,e Sl'Uer! l'orcee. 
Coll"[!Cs near army COLips era urged to sue their cnflaJlUS fuci li­
ties to the greo t ost possihl e extent. 

( 5) A sir.cere pled!!e to t elte full Ad vo nta r;e o1' preaont opportunities 
f o r deztroyillR rncial barr iers duri ng the preoent euerr.;n:~cy . 

(6) Approval of the work of t i1e J.lflroh o n !/n shin~;ton Comr->ittee and t he 
appenl t ha t t itis Cor.uulttee continua its \/Or•' with t i,e "xpress 
pUl'JlOM or. securiHtl froltl t he President o f the United ~totes a 
sta t ement with roopect to Ue 13roes i n t no arued forcoB or our 
country. 

_Y.Q.UTR AS A COJ.JSU!.!Ell 

(l) '1e Are swore ot: t he economic power of the ile l{ro oa o consw:er and 

t lle use or t his r ower t l1 rouuh or uA nized effort s t o roisc t he ,;ener a l 

l evel or t he enti r e group. .1e rnOOII!loend t he orga n~zotion Ol' t his pow~r to 

secure jolla throu~1 11oyootts , espaciully of stores whi ch a re Jlrif.Ulri l y 

supported by llegroa~, but oppose tho use of t hese movenentu to foster r ncisl 

llStionalism. 

( l!) 1'/e rec=end t :1e dovelopcent of stuolemt coopers ti vee on t he 
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veri old! oolle6e campuses. 

(3) \18 uro;o t ile ostoblis!u.Jont or courses i n consw1or proble:"s on 

cetapuses where non-existent, and tn . teJ<int~ or such courses w:oera they 

are nO",, orrerod . 

(4) We 9U(I,I8St thO use Of our OOOIIOhliO treini.tt; to roise living 

standard~ os o w11ole in t ite COLIL!Utlity, ond ur, e tho !:oruotion ol' social 

service pro j ects t llroublJ etudont deputizution to help OOIJII.unity tonili•Js 

o r -'enize ond ms.:e ett11ctivo use or t heir incouoR , 

(5 ) 'lie favor t.oe widor stu.,y of producers ', cOIU)Uillers•, ehd solr­

!lelJ) cooper atives es e partiAl etteck on t he cooplicste•l p r ohlon cf aoonot1~c 

secur1 ty. 

(6) '. to reconuond tho wi dest po2Rible uoo nr govo.·.u1ontel e cc:tcies 

to obto i n i nt'ort't8 tion on conslll.ler probl ens, li vin~ stoe.tderd3 , ond i utelli,sent 

use or i ncouo. 

POm ' '/All R!CCONOTRUCTION 

( 1) :1o recotll:lend a policy or i ntoolli,;ent opportun::.ru.~ to \>reel: down 

ell barr1 ·1rs ouoi:Js t t·fogro wort:ero ol\1\ professionals durin~ tho present 

:Uitionel cris~s, so oe to insure t ho entrenchment of "8i>l'tJOS in oll phases 

of national lite in the c0ll11nu post-\tf'r reconstructi on. 

(<!) We recounend t ltut t itia ~:onter11nce ur,;e the !•r esident or t loe 

United :l tstes to appoi!lt ilegro ttenl>ero to ell :tOtionel post-war plennif16 

boa r ds end comz~issioos in order t o secure fullest considore tion for ,;J\O role 

or Negroes in the post-war reconstruction. 

(3) We ur r;e ottr Negro l eodorn to dovoto eo10e t iltA to planned thi nk­

ing through t ho rost-wa1· probleus focinr; our ge:~erat!on 1111d to rornulete o 

ple n or e ction to moo t t hose problems . 

VOCATIONAL CIIIDi1iiCil At<D TRAI:l!JIG 

(1) 1/e ecpnssize the need tor e prot>I'8m or scientific vocoti 'lne l 
the 

guidenc!' snd the bringing or/ reeulte of such e prot;ren t o colle(le ceupuses . 
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We suggest n re-orientation or i~egro youth with r e f erence to job tra i ni ng ; 

t :1at j obs be considered frolll t he point or view of t he a~titude a nd a~ili~iee 

of t he student rathe r t hen for t he i r pro~tige value; tha t IICI$rO youth ln-
:0-... I 

quire into thOSO f i elds Of tra ining not !lOW bbint.) pursued by lllOIObOrS Of t he 

Negr o group with a v iew t oword e ntry into s uc h fields . 
I 

( 2 ) We feel u particular ohli11ot i on devolvi nll u pon us t o stitaula~e 

i nter es t anon{! young Negroas tor t he pres e nt voca t iore l training p rot;raro i n 
I ' 

notio na l defens e indu:J tries . '.le reeosnizA t lw t u nl e s s our young people r e-

ce i ve training now and ere prepared to tueet such opport unipes bS e r e opened 

t o t hem i n defense i ndustries , we will be cor.Jpletely frozen out or t he i nd -

ustrtel 11.i'e ot: t he nation when our econoMy i s transferred back to poace-tilue 

industry . \Ve t her efore ur~Se t ha t s tudent chapters mal:e special efl."ort s t o 

a cque int the Negro COI<Uoun i t y with t he na ture or t hooo tra i ning courses ; that 

( 

t hey work 1"or t he securing of intor110tion or e nd t .. e s e~;t iug up or such c ourses 

in conmuni t i es wnere t hey do not now exist , a nd the r"gistra tion e nd attend­

ance of Ne gro student s in courses whic h ere no;.·~ ~vailable . 

(3) To imp l o"ont our efforts , we s urll'.est utilizatio n o f ell govern­

me nta l agencies for 1 nfort'l8ti on, guidance a nd cooperation , por -.iculerly t he 

t~a tionel Youth Admi nist ration, the Unit ed t;tates Otrlce o f Education and the 

Negro Employment end Tra i ning Division ot:OPM. 

:W.GRO YOUT ff A!ID EDUCATI OJ< 

(l j While recor;nizi ng tlle p r oblem of discr i tninetion in educa tion is 

not peculiar to :~egro students a l one , we oo nderon t he flar;rant abus es end liJni ­

tetions imposed upon the Ne!$rO in this field. 1'/e ~re opposed f irst t o such 

politics 1 interference with educe tion as t J,., recent e ction of Governor Gene 

Tellllsdge of Georgie ; secondly, to t ha toaintennnce ot' separate schools t or 

Negroes i n 17 states and t he District of ColUr.Jbie; a nd finDlly t o the 

necessit y for tne t:orce~ migration of .~egro students i n search or opportu nity 

in education. 

(ll) we l"eel t he t :lor;r oes s houlu net ovoid or r un ewoy froo this 

' I 
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cHscriminstion. All le~al rights to eopw l oducati?p in t~10 large universities · 

a rid graduate schools or t :te ::;outh s llould be exploi ted i n e n ro tteupt to win ,. 
t he adl:lisaio~ of He~ro ~ t ud1! .. ts to white universities aco to easu11a ec;ua l 

racil1 ties f or existing :le~o ~;roduate s cllools . We f'1nd the burden or 

s epa rate schools heavy in a s ection or .the coun1;ry ieast a blo to beer this 
citiz P.ns 

bu.rden , and t he system Wlfoir wh1cit rorcee/to seek for hi i5h<r education 

outs ide t heir s ta te . '.'/e therefore urtso that more Hegro student A continue 

to ma.:<e appli cation for ed:Ltission t o ell ::lout~Jern universities ond to see.: 

' d iscussion with• white college stud13nts of tl te ::louth on t :lis i esue . 

(3) we further urge the iuportonco or specialized t ra i ni ng f or .lagro 

yout t,; 9nd re-elJ!phoi!le t he ueod f or scientific voce tiona 1 t raining in ordBr 

t o assure a wide choice of vocat i ons a:td the de'lel opnent of particular 

aptitudes , 

(4) We invite , tile ilelp of white s tudents in asking for f ederal a id 

to educotio:t and in di!L!Bnd i ng t he inpr ovenent of those social and economic 

condi tions whi ch s till uo.:o for inodcquotc focilit i r;s , l eolt of " citools i n 

rura l areas, poorly-trained teachers , a nct unequa l salt~ ries , cirriculw.t un­

fit t ed to needs, poor attendance , avoroge :.nd retardod pupi ls o·ncl pupil 

mortality. 

(5) Finally, we urge U. A. A.C.l' . St uc!er.t c.;itepte r s to init i a t e com'­

erenoes with other !lagro and white student g r oups on the quP.at i on of olegro 

Yout h i n Education, end plede" our s upport of s uch woetinus . 

ADVISORY CO!Qt.ITTEE: 

VIe ur(lo a Pest a t eJaent of t ile dutieo of t he Advisory Co=1 ttee to 

our Student Confer ence so thet the t:otuaittee be activised i n planning more 

concret ely t he t ra nslation or t his pr ogram into action. 

LI"..ADF.RSI!IP TRAI!IT!.C COUflSE 

' Our observation of: other Xout h (;roups in that t :Je r e is a growi ng 

~nterest i n t he developmont oi' l eadership tra i ning coursl's to carry ode 

ett'eotively the polioies of t :teir or(lro nizotiona , We strnn;;ly urs a that 

' 
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provision ue uode b:r t he llatiou.9l Ottico or the ;tA.A. C . P . tor o youth 

leadershi p treini~ i nstitute to bo corriad on ~touetil.lfl c.lurint; the next 
I 

eUilll~e r or early toll . 

VOTF. 0~ ,\PPRECIATION 

'le tender o vote ot eppreciHtiOn to t he .I . A. A. C . P . Stu~eut Chapter 

ot ~cptoo In11tit1tte , to t he stud .. nt s , ftoculty e nd stei't of --ar.>pton, to 

our student ot'ticere Hnd Advisory c ounittuo o r t his co.ttereolcA, t o the 

speaKers end t he "otiona l Oft1co !ltofl' o r the :I . A .~.C . P . tor t ho i r spl endid 

end unt1rint< wor}>. in Lleking possible t h1o Conference. 

\7c ~ull;.r ondorso 1be er'torts or t ho :tor.!ers llet'enso League. in 

cooperation with t ho !1 . A. A.C .P. , t~e Brot llll r .1ood of !llee}>i llt; Cn r l'orters 

end other 0r81)nizot1ons, to sove tile lito ot Odell ./Allr.r , younl! lle11ro 

sl:arecropper sentenced to die l'or t ho selt-~nt'ense killillll or hi s ·•hite 

landlord i n uretno , Va. :fe believe tho spoad:r conviction or young \'faller 

• by en all-white poll t~x jury to bo a den1el of t ;,e ri (Silt t o trial by a 

jury or Weller's pears , ond we seek to urll:u possible o rovdl'oel or t i.e de­

cis ion ot' t he Vir!llnie Suprene Court iu upholdinG .luller•s dot'ense senteu.;:e . 

•:te pled1:e our ertorts to euppo::-t the '.IDL ' s figh t t o seve ,/0 ller•s 

lire through e writ of !1abees corpus t o t he Virr,i nia btote :Juprm.1o court , 

and e r cquoot ror rev~~\'/ b;• the Unito~ fl t otos Suprco .e Court i f this e ffort 

tails . 

'le t !1er or ore coll upon this c.;o.lfOl'ellce to \lr,;,•c to vovcr11or Jeues ll . 

Price ot' 'll r gin',o , ur;;ing t ;.ot ;ac 1~11t you>IJ; ./oller n ><toy ol' uxttcution to 

permit t hes e further oppeals or his coso . 

·.te t'urtherLlOl'e pledge ourselves to rally support 111 our ca'IJ.unitics 

e t'tor t !oe Co11t'erenou in t ho t'ollow11115 wayo : 

(l) l~duoution : I!Ll}liles1:;;1n(S tno dero:~se of' Udo l l toller, t o1;ut .1er with 
ltS book(;l'OU!ld Of Sharooroppnr 8JQ>loitoti011 , A:ld pol l-tuX d18-
ori.llill8 tion :. throut~h 

(e) " study croups 
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(b) 

t~l 
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ll8SS u· etinue 
publicity in colle1:u 
private convernotion 

and cotiUIUJlity pros• 

Pruaauro: in oll tho2'1 octiv1t\en '"' "ill n:~dcnvor t •: obtain le££ora to "" sent to uovornnr IIJnos :!. Price , ut •tichuon<l, Vir1\1nie . 

l'un~s: 'le will raillc o pled,;ed BIW in our CO!'Inunity with wi1ich to O"'rry on thll d•:fe••se, by : 
(a) setting aside funds fron ou= o:-t:or.1;:.at1on. (b ) oollectionu at ueatings . 
(c) uotl or colleo~ion Aheets "'·•ion individually oxploin tne case . ' 
(d) fund raisin~ uffoirs . 

Our eo.ncern is str<>n~ly folt. 'le , us individu•ln , \lil l \/Or k p~>r~onelly 
• t o csrry throug~ this proo;ru10. ' /e \li11 wor.: to l'<le thot our Jl . t • • \ . C: . P. 

11tudent t;,lopter br1u.;s t ,e issue to t .tc entire cOJJpus . /e \/ill o!l<le•tvor 
t o bring t 11e ./allor case 0.1~ t .1e iHIIUtlS it rt~pr.,sents to t he llt tention <>f 

t :1e entil'o cor.1!.UJ11 ty nu.~·., t ne collouo is locotnd . In t hin co.utnctl on we 
will •ror« t() obtain t he <Jupport of uiniste:-s , froterntll,leb"r end other 
civ:c lenders , a .1c\ see t •to t t .te r.eotint,;s or t hos" or, ;••n i~n tiom· ••rc supplied 
with stu<lflnt or ot!ter spcol«>rs so thot t 11ey no:r ton:o !lOtion to save •.toller . 

'te ~P.dicute our3oA.voR to tno tesl: of auei:tc t nis l3suo rou(.lht t .trot:gh 
to vi ctory-- justic•• for Odell "lollor , froed01~ of' oll t o vote. 

T:te ebovo prO(;roo or oction won adopted unonirtously b;; tho d~>letletoo 
of the Third AIUluel Student corl1'ertu teo 01' t .to .1.,. • ..\ , t; . I'. at t~oO-r bus1nos!: 
sessio:: , on s undoy uorninrs , .lover.l>.tr :l , 1911. 
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Uru . Roosevelt would like the attached 
letter brought to the attention of the President . 

IJ . c. 'II. 

) 

•• 
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Wra . Rooeanlt baa aak.O u to 
thuak you tor your lett.er ot MOY.-,.r 18 
....S ~o • AT that obe wUl k 'loci ~ br 1Dc 
Peul 111101< '• lott..r ~ the a l<t.otioo or t.he 
Prea14ettt . 

Very elno.rely your•, 

Seoreta.ry to 
Wzoa • ROOI I'Nlt 

Mr'· Walter 11b1te , S• oret&J"Y 
l a tiooal .uaoolaUon tor tbe 

AdftllO-nt or Colonel Paople 
011 Yittb A._. .. 

•- York, - York 

' 

PU'/HY 
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November 19, 1941 

Dear Xra. Roosevelt: 

Peerin3 that you may not ha ve seen 

i t , I am sendi ng you Penrl Buck' s mar,n1f1cent 

letter ' in the~ ot November 15. 

Will you be good enounh t? show thla 

to the President? 

Rver alnoerely, 
I ; \ ~· 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
The White !louse 
washington , o. c. 

?NI: RR 

'; . 
Secretary 
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I - M>ollt. 111.8• a.-. ond hope 
her ,_ will be &lwn oona1daro\lon. 

Te17 aiaoerelTTOilnlo 

;ou 

0 



NATIONAL AIRMEN!S ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

Pr411ddut 
Wlt.LA a. IIQWa 

Ill Vtoe Prelldut 
A WANSti.CI.O BliGHT 

lad VJo• Pr•~t 
CQIMWUS I . oorrt1 

S...ot..., 
JOY GURl.tf 

A.Waat S.C..toty 
IACKIL l- CUTU 

Tr"-nrer 
.U.8DT P. STVM't 

B~Wonover 
HIAL SlWIOH 

P'U.bUcll 1 AciMt 
S!W£CX i . aiOWH 

HJ.todao 
OTIS GltAHT COWHS 

S.f'9.alltoQt·Anu 
GEOJGI WtBSUI 

"THE PIONEER BRANCH" 

~ra. Frunkl1n D. Nooaevelt 
The Wh1 te Hou1e 
'N&ahington, D.C. 

Dear Ure. Rooeevolt, -

I have nominated Miss Iilla B. Brown tor the Spinga.rn awnrd 
and would appreciate your writing a lettor ot endorsement of 
my nomination to the National Aseociation for the Advancement 
ot Colored People, 69 Pittieth Avenue, New York City. 

The Spingarn award is presented annuall y by the N.A.!.C.P. to 
the porson felt to havo made the greatest contri bution to tho 
Negro race. Last year it was presented to Richard Wright for 
hiB novel "Uati vo Son" . · 

Wlss Brown, ae you know. is responsible for ths prespnt intsrest 
ot Negroes in aviation, moro than any othor oingle Individual. 
Sbe wae one of tho toundere of t he National !!rmen'o Aseoc!atlon 
of America; !a at the present tlme CA! coordi nator of two units 
ot the Civilian Pilot Training Program in Ch!ongo; io head of 
the aviation department, Wendell Phillips Hish School; and has 
developed and directs tho largest privately owned Negro avia­
tion aohool in the country--the Coffey Sobool of !oronaut!es. 
In addition, at t he request ot the U. S, Government, it wao 
ehe who conducted a epee!al pilot training program desisned to 
prove that tllf Negro can aboorb intensive aoronaut!eal training. 
!o a .reeult ot thie oxper!mont Negroes were admitted into the 
U. S. !roy Air Corps tbroush the oetablishment of the 99th 
Pureu!t Squadron. though on a oeparate bae!e Instead of com­
plete integration tor which Y!ae Brown has been fighting. 

~o the Negro raoe Wioe Brown is a pioneer in tho field of avia­
tion, and ehe meane to her croup ot peopl e what the late Amelia 
Jarhart meant to tho world in general, and on the etrengtb of 
her work I tool her a worthy candidate tor the honor. It you 
agree with me won't you get a l atter ot endorse~ent in within 
a week? 

11'1/lJs 
Bulletin enoloood 

IPONIOR OIF TWO UNITS Of THE" CIVI LIAN P ILOT TltAININO PROGRAM 
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lLA ROW~ 
,.roolll1 H1otory 

Bol"ll Ol&op, hlltliO!q, Jan\l&ry 22, 1906 
Do.us)\tor ot Rn. and llro. Brio 8, Brown 

lloluoati011&1 plltioat10ill 

Attotldo<l 11-ntaey oohoolo l.ll lDdl&mpoUo, lDdi.- aDd 

torro Haute, Il>dl.&•, cr-<l~~&tl.llc t r oa Sarah Boott J\ulior 111!1)\ 

8olloo1, 1920 ·-·· WUoy 111!1)\ 8ahoo1 , T.,ro llauto, Il>di...,.,, 

192} ----- lDdl...,., State Teaolllro Ooll•t'l• A,B. 4ocroo, 1927 
---- Pu.rouo<l ooW'ooo 1n411lc to II,A, 4•cr .. ill Buolneu /.4• 
nllliotratioD, lort-otorn lllllnrolty, 1934•}7 ---- llutor 
llootw.Dio • 1 oortltloato, Aoroaut1oa1 UDinrdty ( Cbioaso), 

19}5 ---- Prh•to pllot 0o oortitlooto, 19}7 ••••• !Ja1to4 

c-erol.&1 pllot •o oortirloato , 19}9 ----• OM ()'OUD1 Sollool 
Inotruotor 0 o ratill&o 1940, 

' 



T 

Aooomplhlaonto 

Hnd ot C"'-roi&l Dopo.rtmont, Roooovolt Uish Sohool, O>ry I 
India.a, 1927•32 ••••• Soorotary to Clara paul Paise, Dirootor 
~Chioasa Roliof Adctilllotration, 1932·33 ••••• Sooi&l Sorvioo 
Wor~r , cook County Bu~oau of Publio Welfare, 1933 ·•·•• 
caohior, 'llt.lcreon Drus Com-, 1933·35 • •••• Clork•eton<>· 
GJ"&pber, u.s. Dep&rtm.ent ot 1Dm1V&tion a.nd HaturaUz.atiou, 
(Pedoral oivil oorvioe) , 1936 • •••• Clork.typiot, U,S, P9e~ 
Office Dopo.rtmont, (Federal oivil oorvice), 1939-)7 ···•· 
Seoretary•labo~&tory aaeiatknt to Dr . Juli&n H. Lewia. Depart­
ment of PetholoSY, fho Univer eity of Chioaso, 1937-;B ··--· 
Seoret•ry-reoeptioniat to Or. Theodore X. Lawleee, Donaatolo• 
~iit, 1938-39 - · --- Secretary to Boruoo R. CAyton , Dirootor, 
liPA Sooio1osloa1 Study ot tho llocro in Chloasa, 1939 ---­
Pounded with Cornoliut R. Cottey and Enoo P. W&tere , Jr ., the 
National Aimon11 Aeaoo1at1on ot Atner1oa , 1939 ·-- - Lt.unohed 
fisht for po.rtioipeti on of Nocrooe in civilian Pilot Trainins 
Procram and for intocration ot llecrooo into tho United Statoe 
A~ Air Corpe, 1939 ··••• Eleotod nationAl eoorotary, 1~­
tional Airmon•o Aooooiati on of America, 1939 . .... Teaohor of 
aviation oubjooto , WPA Adult Education Pro~f_l939-40 ••••• 
or~ni&ed thD Coffey School of Aoronautioe , 1~ ----- So­
looted by U ,8, Army Air Corpo and Civil Aeronautioo Adlninie· 
tration to oonduot experiment for admiesion of N&groe• to the 
u.s./..~ Air corps , 19(.0 ··-·· CAA c:a-ound Sohool Inotruotor , 
1940 •• ••• Clork- typiot , I llinois Stoto Unemployment Compenoa• 
tion (Stat e oiTil oervioo) , 1940 · ··-·Director, Coffey Sobool 
ot Aeronautics~ 1~1 · ·-•• Avi&tion Meoha.nio' 1 I111truator, 
Chioasa Board of Bduoation, 194o-4l ----- Elooted preoident , 
Pioneer (Chicago) branoh of tho )lational Ainnon'o Auooiation 
ot America, 1S4l . . ... Eleotod Tioe• preoidont, Aeronautical 
Aleooi&tion ot Negro Sohoola , 1941 • 

- ·· .. ....... ....... -· .. 
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Rocor;nttion 

tntorYiowod by Chiot.~ Trib~>M, l9H, 40, 41 ··-· Cited by 
Negro prool for oont~bution to aviation, 1936-41 •••• • So• 
looted by Louiovillo Dofendor ao guoot of honor at annual 
Cockins sonooi promotion, 1939 ----· Soleotod by Chioo.so City 
Wido Forum &I one ot ten pereoru~ making qea.teet contribution 
to tho llegro ro.oe , 1939 ••••• Interviewed by Time m&l!l'&ino, 
1939 ••••• Citod in Who•o Who in Aviation, 1~---- Awarded 
t1·o(>h¥ by Saoholor- Bonodio...-c!iib · In recognition of ao~ovo• 
menta in aviation, I940 ---·· Solootod by Civil Aorpnautioo 
Adminiotration to oct up &nioond"ot 'avlotion exhibition o.t 
AJ:>erioo.n llogro Expo1ition, 1940 ••••• Appointed to oto&e air 
ahow1 durin~ &Yiation cont~renoe1 of the National Airmen• a 
Aoaooio.tion ot Aowrioo., 1939-40~1 ••••• Solootod by CaoMittoo . 
of One HUDdred aa one of tho •honored six" Nosroea, 1~1 ----­
Aokod by Superintendent of ChiO&fSO Public Sohoolo to dooig> 
o.Yb.tion ab!)pa tor new voQ6.t1onal ach.ool 1 154.1. 

In addition, Mioo Brown hao boon rooo~&od by tho Civil Aoro• 
na"tioo Adml.niotrotion &o tho o"totonding o."thority on tho 
Negro in aviation, hal been e.elced to appear beto·ro UWMroue 
groupe ot varioue ne.tu.roe 1n Chioago, And D!;Ore than a. hUDdrod 
other oitioo thro"gho"t tho united Stotoa &o well aa partioi­
po.tillg in aovoro.l radio brot.doo.oto in · tbo South t.nd in tho 
O>iddlo lleot, ,. 

SiQ"i!ioant Contribution ~Aviation 

)11aa Brown hie been reepon~ible, ~re tht..n a.ey other one in• 
dividuo.l, for tho populo.ri&o.tlon ot ...,iatian &O>ong tho llogo 
maoooo . Ao a roault of twr ""ooeootul figl>t for tho 1nol~don 
of llogrooo in tho Ci'tilian Pilot Tnining Progr&O> oi@:l\t col- ' 
lesaa o.nd two prhato flyin£ oohoola are todo.y training hun• 
dreda of Nogroo1 to tly at £0YOrnmont ox:ponJee 



l " 
8eO&UII Ot the lllOOOIItul outo- ot tbo oxperiMnt whioll oho 
oODduoted at tbe r oquoot ot the Onited 8t&to1 ~ Air Corp1 
o.nd tbe CitU .r.oro ... utioo Adaibl.1tro.t1on tM 99th l'lll"ouit 
Squo.rdro~o oltob1hMd 111 1941. Tho 99th Purouit Squo.UOD, 
b"'"'Tor , d. o not repr 11ont tho ido&l tor whlob obo wo.1 tir;bt-
1111• She o 1t1ll o&mp&ipillc tor the oomploto 111tocrot1on or 
Bocrooo 1 o tbo u.s, J,nq Air CO\'PI without rop.rd. to r~oo, 
What pro ••• h&a been -.de1 howeYer, alone the•• lia.11 o&A be 
attributed prinoipolly to her orP,n1aa.tion&l ability and her 
dosll"d dotonoination, \ 1 

It heo boon la~ply tbrour;b bor oJ torto that llecro tlyor o 
tbroUChout tbo oountry have boon welded into A~ ottootlvo unit, 
o.nd oba pol'tioipotod 111 tM or pn1&&tion ot Hocro pri .... te 
tly111s ooboolo o.nd oollocoo wbiob have to do with tho aoro• 
noutio&l tro111111g ot llor;rooo, Sho he1 t.lao r eprooonto4 the 
llocro roo1 tbrour;b ""'lllbol'lhip 111 ouob n&tioll&l artation t.ooo• 
oit.tio111 t.o the w....,., Flyol'l ot Amorioo., and tho )lat1onal 
Avit.tion 'rra1n111c Aaoooiation, 

Olle ot tho 100ot illlpintioll&l figureo 111 tho field of llocro 
aTit.tion today, M111 Brown hal boon either direotly or in• 
direotly rooponoiblo tor tho tra111111g and plt.oillc ot oeYeral 
llecro avit.tion 111otruotoro and ~oh&nioo, obe likewi1o hao 
1nop1rod "bundredo of young people to 1oleot aviation a o & 
oareer. 

Miu Willa B, Brown h tba only lie cro -n prountly aaldng 
a at.roor or t.Vit.tion, and •• dirootor of tho Cottoy Sollool or 
Aeroaautioe i a oa. ot the Necro raoe•e outetandin& buaine11 
womon, acllll1lliotor111c tod1ral oontrooto n.1uod at tr .. 16o,­
OOO, OO to 1100, 000, 00 &IIIIU&1ly, tborob)' &1Y1nc ompl·oy...nt in 
a DeW &TttD\ltt ot e.Dile&Yor to approximately thirty por1ona who 
aro okillod 111 &Yit.t ion oooupoti on1, 

-ll&tioD&l ,\l.,..n'o Auooiation ot Amor1oo. 

l 
l 
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