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My dear Mrs. Thompson:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WaLTEE WHITE BECRETARY

Ror WiLkiss
ASSIETANT SECRETART
EDITOR, THE CRIBIE
CHARLES H, HousTom
THURGODD MaRSHALL
APECIAL COMMBEL
WiLLiam PICEERE
DIRECTOR OF DRAKCHES
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Thank you for your letter of

September 26.

We understand. And 1f we are 5

successful in reising the funds for the

project and should publish the pamphlets

we will send Mrs. Roosevelt coples as

they are published.

[}
Ever sﬂncera{y,

I

f

! - n
~> q:_,-l:u'\['-h- 1
Sacretery

Mrs. Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The VWhite House

Washington, D. C.
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I have taken up immediately with our
Philadelphia Branch for investigation the letter
to Mrs, doosevelt of September 25th from Mrs.
Henry Trossman of Philadelphia which you sent
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report from our Branch I will-write you again.

What lirs. Trossman charges may be true.
But we have had so many lnstances of exploitation
of domestio workera that I prefer reserving judg-
ment until we check on the charges.
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THE WHITE HOUSE T: &
WASHINGTON \[

1/8/40
KEHG FOR ) e 3

¥ou ghould not nccept n
rlace ps r member of this proup
but I sugest that you ask the
Attorney General to look into this
whole cape if 1t 1s ponmible to
smell out any interatate nctivity

or effeot in the erime.




Jamiary 3, 194;:1

My dear Mr. White:

I do not think, it would be wise
for me to give my namo 88 e sponsor to the
report you sent me, 8o I think this is one
request I shall have to refusa,

I am glving your letter to the
;'\.ttnmﬂ:f General,

Very sincersly yours,

Mr. Valtir Uhite
€3 - Gtk
e
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My deer Lirs. Roosevelt:

I think, under the clrecumstences,
your decision is wise.

In the same mail with your lettsr

comes cone from the Vice President's clerk,
copy of which and of my reply &re ﬂnclnsad.

w L

uscr&tary.

Cordially,

lirs. Eleenor Roosevelt
The Vhite House
VWiashington, D. C.
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1y deer lrs. Roosevelt:
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ACTING YOUTH DIRCCTOR

I think, under the clroumstances,

your decision is wise.

In the same meil with your letter
comes one from the Viee President's clerk,
copy of which end of my reply are enclosed.

Gorﬂially,f

lirs. fleenor Roosevelt
The White louse
\iaghington, D. C.

Wi:CTF

Secretery.
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washington
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Januery 2, 1940 B

lir. Walter White,
Sixty Nine Tifth svenue
Hew York City, HN. Y.
Ly dear ir. white: ;
*It is useless Tor oe to refer| your telepram of
today to Lr. Garner; since I-‘iéﬁeh,"qnd I thought you and

- &all others knew, that ha_.qﬁ not Bnﬁt?g& on any statenent
that he nelkes. L
L9
:\4{ P i

'_.:':’::;:T'\‘ \\ Very truly yours,

(L ; {Signed) Louis Friday
et ~:,-’ Clerk to the Vice President
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i IE ADV /0TS BN AED PLOPLE
- ! SS30CT AT #OR THE ADV/NCIIZENT OF COLORED I
s nﬂ#nbl.llﬂuﬁ% Fifth Avenue - lew York

Janusry
6th
1940

iy deur .r.e | rlday:

1l lheve your 1attufjf
Lo refer Ly telegrun 1o pafe L

ed, on bLehelf of llegro X@rt inforization ue to
whethor or not ..r. U r . lnolu heproes In Lexun
and other southern y 0w Lerved fron purticlpa-
tlon in so-celled tic white prlueries, when the
Vice iresident o the hope that the 1940 Tais-
crutle rresidenti Widate would be selected in
purty conventions or bhrinaries In whioh all Te..ocrats

would purtigjggkﬂt oy

" danuesry sad declining
wr 1o which I resuest-

[ note ysur stete.ent tlob ..r. turner has a
rule oals onlerEing upon any stute et thst he
iekes, It)\apuld jour to us thet Lhis ls one excep-

tion h twlsely und proritubly Lcke since

the i tion wi# aak deels with Lhe iiutler of observance

or/gon-obsgyvauce of the Constitutlon gusrmanties that
ueliried cltizens should not be Larred on mecount

ol\haoe, grhed or color Crai votlng.

. iy
-, oy

ver sluourely,

(Signed) ‘lialter Vhite
—Beretury.

«Vs bouls sriday

Clerk to the Viee Fresident
ihe Vice lruuldent's ulhaibuer
waahlngtoa, b, u,

Y
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Junuary 3,190 "' ™
nﬂ-‘ﬂ.‘ !Il‘. '}l’.tﬂf
ri. Roosevelt wecs ma to acknowledge
your letter of Jenuary 23, together with {ta
enclosurc,
Very aincerely yours, 3
Becretary to
ir., Hoosovelt
4r, Walter Woite
£ Pifth Avenue
Kew York, M.Y, 0
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Ky dear lirs. Roosevelt:
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ACTIHG TOUTH DIRECTOR

SECHETARY

You will be interested

in the enclosed copy of a relesse sent out by

the Wationsl Republican Committee on the Anti-

Lyneching Bill.

I call your particulor stten-

tion to the marked paragraphs on page 2.

lirs., Eleasnor Roosevelt

The ‘“Thite House
Jashington, D. C.

W10
Enc.

Ever sincerely,

I

1 Y
N-IJ‘-'/{E ! t:.'r. \f\,;t}'— —

Secretary

ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU. 215 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORE
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0 REPUBLICAN NATICMAL COMMITTEE

P Publicity Division
¥ 718 Jackeon Flace,N.W.
Washington, D. &.

January 11,1540/CP 32 For release in newspapers
on Tiursday January 18, 194
and Therecafter.

HEAVY REPUBLICAN SUPPORT

PASSES ANTI-LYNCHING BILL

Congrossman Arthur W, Mytohell, only Colored Hember aof

Congroes Attacks GOF Btand--Cooler Heads Thwart Apparent

Furpose to Allonato Rupuhliia? Support-<Bill Gooe Through
2h2 to 131,

BY EMMETT J. BOOTT

—

Washington, D,0.-- Tho Anti-Lynching Bill was the first item
on the.COnalondar in the House of Roproscntativcs Monday. Jonunry 8,
forcod there last July by a bi-partisnn voteo of 116 Ropublicans,
99 Demoerats, 2 Progrossivee, and 1 Laborita,

A potitlon dlacharging the House Rules Committoo from
consldoration of ths Bill had beon on the Spoakeor's table for four
months, whire it was offoctivoly bottlod up and apparontly dead.

The Anti-Lynching Bill now under consldoration, it may be woll
to stnto, is a consolidntion, by agroament, of bills introduced in
tho House rospoctivoly by Congrossuan Joserh L. Gnvagan, Democrat,
of the 2lat Now York District, and Congrosenman Haoilton Fish, Ro-
publican, of the 26th Now Yaork Distriat.

Tho Natlonnl Associntion for the Advancomont of Colorod
Fooplo, and dozens of othor liboral orgonlizations, supportod tha
bill, and hnve kept intorest in it alive by ocducational campalgns
in evory scction of the country.

The Gavagan-Fleh Bill in ths House and thes Wagner=Van Nuys-
Capper Bil1l in the Bennte soek the sane remodics proposcd by tho
Dyor Bill first introducod in tho Houso by Congressonn L, G, Dyer,
o Republican from Missourl, mnd passcd January 28, 1922, by a vote
of 2351 to 119.

Tha above reeitel ocloarly indicatos that tho Anti-Lynoching B111
has been supported by Republicans and Domoerate alike in the Housa
and in the Senate, and by liberal elencnts of the North and the Bouth.
Efforts hove been made to koop tho questlion fron beconing a partisan
ono.

The debote on the mensure started Honday in tho most pacific
way in connectlon with the vote as to whethor the Connittoe on Rules
should be discharged from further eonolderation of the resolution,
Whon the vote was taken thero woro 256 ayos and 114 naya, 1
Angwerod "present", not voting 52, 149 Ropublicans, 104 Dencerats,
2 Frogressives and 1 Anmerican Laborite voted to tako up the bill.
Agoinat it wero 111 Donoorats and 3 Republicnne.

,Congreseoan Martin J. Kennedy, of MNew ¥ork, who oponed the

dobate’ atated that Jackecn Day 1s o nost appropriote day to discuas
82 important a resolution, Androw Jackson, he sald, woe a courngoous
and foarloss nman, He urged that the ponding bill bo considored in an
ntnnnfharn of good-fallowship and brotherhood, and in a calm, friendly
and dlspnasilonate manner. H; particularly oophasized tho fact that

‘ tharo ia nothing of sooticna iopertanco absut this bill, It ain 1y
ioplinonts cur denmceracy to protact nineritios againet oob low uﬁnruvar
it may break out, he smid, J

Also, ho called attontion to the fact that the Nation ia now
. :gr:lng on crime and that "the only gop is o lack of an Anti-Lynshing
atute®,

"Poes this Bill", he said, "and lﬁfnhing. the orine againat
demceracy and tolerance will be gone with tho wind,n

Unhappily, tho dobate did not procoed in the atnosphere
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challenged by Mr. Konnody. BSeotionalism and bitter recriminntor
and raclal antagonisns entercd 1t, Teppers wore frayed. Scotiona
emoticnallien woe to tho forefront in nany of tho spocches made,

It renainod for Congressoan Arthur W, Mitchell, Danocrat, the

gnly Colorod Member of Ganﬁrﬂiﬂ, to hotly charge the Republicnn
arty with 'tryinﬁ to buy back the Colorcd vote" in auf;ﬂrtlng tha
pending Anti-Lynching Bill, Equally hot rcsentnont followod this
Btatoncnt by several Ropublicans, ineluding Roprosentotive Hanilton
Fieh of How York, and Roprosontative MeDowell, Republican of
Fonneylvania,  The latter nccused Mr. Mitcholl of trying toalienate
tho Republicanme from the bill's support, and esssortod thﬂt 98 per
¢ont, of his Party Colloaguos would vote for it.

Congrosanan Mitehell's apooch was nssertodly in support of the
Bill, His political chargos brought into tho disouseion, howover,
tangents calculated to wrock it, by allenating Roepublican support.

Ropublipon Gungruuannn Robelon of Kontucky pointed out that:
"It is not o oattor of votes for no. °I Hava practionlly no Cplorod
poople im oy dlsetriet., In onc county in nmy dietrict thors has not
lived a Colecrcd porson for forty years.-It 1s not o quastion of
politica, I want to say to the Jletinpuishod Chairman of the Committan
on the Judiolary. We can ontortaln honest convietions on logislation
as woll rg the gontlemon who oppose this loglslation, I an honestly
in fover of it and have been through the yoAra.....

"I heliove this noasure s constitutionnl and that wo ourht
to wipe out forevor this dark blot cn our country, booauso Anerlecn
is tho worst sinner of any country in the world for nurcering pooplo
by mob violonop., Thero is no oxcuse for 1t, This low will stop 1%,

I think 1t 1s comstlituticnnl, and I just an carnestly support it
a6 ny distinpuished friond from Toxae (Mr. Bumnpors) oppoacse 1t",

Congrossnan Clargnce J. Brown, .Ropublicen of Chio-doclnred:
"Wo hoar much of tho strusgle throughout tho werld to naintoin
doooorncy, Fron the lips of sone of thoso who oppose tinis ponsure
conoe at other timos tho loudost protostations of boliof in
donoorney. Lot mo any, hero mnd now, thnt if doncocracy is to
continuo to live throughout the world and hore in sur belaoved Anorion,
thoso of us who have the pbility and the povar to fo 8o DUEt sce to
it thnt tha full rights of tho woak ond the defonscless are enfegunrd-
ed and protoctod npgainst the violence end tho intclerancoe of tho
etrong ond the oighty®,

Congressnan Jones Sceconbe, Kepubllcnn of Ohia, stetod that
bo intended to vote for tho Bill ns m mattor of princisle with the
Toelin; that 1t is absclutoly conatituticnal and not n nottor of
tryin; to buy anyone's vote as statod by Conjresannn iytcholl, He
alec eai? thnt tlis 1s not a racinl quostion. He quotod Con recssnan
Miteholl's lotter to Josoph Parvis n? 2600 Calumet Avenue, Chicajo,
Bayln; that he could not take up tho oatter of securin: o Job for
hin with tho Work Projects &dninistration unloss ho first had o
letter froo his Ward Comxiittoooan.

"I think this is a quostion of prineiple, and I think this
botroys his slnsority in tryin: to claly who is Santa Clnus nnd who
is not", Con rossnan Scocombe eald, "I bave the hi host roard for
the Colored rece, an. 1t 18 on that prineiple that I intond to voto
for this hill, ut if anyone evel talked acalnst a just bill in
bohalf of tho Colored poople, then cortalnly tho wentlooan fron
Illinois (Mr. Hitahnll? did this aftornoon, I think ho should have
sofie oxploinin; to Ao to the Whito pecple as well ns tho Colored poople
in his distriet, and to the pooplo of thiae Hation, as tc tho contents
of thie letter, whore ho playe politics with tho nocossitios nnd
privileogos of tis constituents",

The question nnturally arlscs: Aroe Con,Tesssan Gava. an,
Sennter Wn, ner, Benntor Van Muya, and the 104 Dencorats who supported
the Bill, tho Hntional Asscclation for the Advenconont of Colored

eople, nn orgnnization nest faverable to tho Now Doal, "tryin: to
buy Mo_ro votce® for tho Denseratic Party ms he ohnrges the 1
Republicans are scoking to do for their Pnrty?

Conrosenan Hanilton Fish of New York, sunoed up the
Republican attitude whon he said: "I wish to reiterate for tho snko
of tho rocord that I do not bolieve the Colorcd voto is for sale on
this Focoral Anti-Lynching 2111 or any othor lepielation and I do
not want any such implication to be carried in tho Congreossional

e e
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Rocord, the yentleman from Illinois (Mr, Mitchell) to the contrar,
nutvitﬁ:tundin*. It 18 an unjust and unfolr roflection on tho Colorasd
ople of lnar&ua. Wo on thie side are votin: for this lo;islation

E:uauln ¥a believe 1t ie ri; ht and eonstituticnal and as the londer

of this sldo in the fi:ht I want every Regpublican who doee not holisve
this bill is nanutitutinnnl to voteo opninet it, I an absolutoly con-
¥inced and I have boen for 20 years of the constitutionality of thias
type of logislnticn, tho need for it ané tho rizht of the Hepro
Fonplu to have it, 'That is whi we aro Eﬁlny to fight for this

odoral Anti-Lynoching Bill now and in tho yonrs to cono until it

is enncteod inte law as lon; as there ie one lynching in the Unilted
States of Aperleoa'. |

Tho finnl voto on the moasure was takon Wednesday, January 10,
The Bill paseod, 252 to 131. & tabulation shows 140 Republicans, 109
Donoorats, 1 American Laborite and 2 Pro russives votod for tho ﬁlll,
while 123 Dencorats, ond only 8 Republicans cpposed it,
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Februery 1, 1940 Vv

Deur Mr. White:
krs. Ruosevelt seke we to sqy thnt 1t would
not be possille fer Ler to do wny wore cn tr:j'.luﬂa

Weldon Johnson temoriel Comsitiee. If v wunt to

use her nase, howsver, she is glad to pive peruission.

Very sincerely yours,

Smcretary to
Ura. Rooszevelt

Ur. Falur Wnite

&3 Fifth Avenue

Now York

H.Y. 0

A ———



I
fi “"\L_ #i

JAMES WELDON JOHNSON MEMORIAL COMMITTEE

SIXTY - NIME FIFTH AVEMUE . . . .

CHamEAN
THEQDORE RODBEVELT

HONORARY CHAIREAN
HOHM, FIORELLD H, LA GUARDIA
THEASURER AWD
CHAREAN DF EXECUTIVE COoMMITTER
GEHE BUCK

WICE-CHAINE DN
STERLING A. BROWM
HARRY T. BURLEIGH
ELMER A. CARTER
W, C, HANDY
AOBAMOND JOHRNBOMN
E. GEORGE FAYHE
ARTHUR B, SPFINGARMN
CARL VAN VECHTEMN

BECAETARY
WALTER WHITE

tivities and

It

gornor of Seventh Avenue and 110th Street in Hew York City,

NEW YORK, M. Y.

Januery 26, 1940

Dear Mro. Roosevelt:

Ever since Jamss Weldon Johnson's death there has been
4 constent and incresaing demand for some sultable tribute to his
memory. So many plana have been suggested ln varlous parta of the
gountry that a group of his most intimate fricenda have been meet-
ing for the purpose of devising one upen which all could unite,
As o result of these disocusalons the persons whose names appear
on thls letterhead have formed the Jarce Welden Johnson Memorisl
Committee and have preparcd & llst of distinguished Americans who
woera assoclated with Mr., Johnson in one or more of his varied ao-
whiom we are now asgking to serve on & Natlonal Spomsoring Committees.

is proposed to erect o sywbollic atatue facing Central Park at the
Uayor La Guardis

has assured the Committoe that the City of New York will supply the land without
gost, which will reduce the cost of the memoriasl conslderably.

The plan is for a figure and pedestal sabout thirty feet high,

Cn ona

side of the pedestal will be & placgue of Ur. Johnson's head and on the other

side the first verss of his megnificent poem, O BLACK AND UFENOWN BARDS.

The

symbolic figure atop the pedestal will be based upon ihe poem,

The statuc will be designed by Richmond Barthe, the brilliant Hegro
sculptor who was a friend end protege of Mr. Johnsen. It is estimated that the
total cost will not exceed $20,000. Theo Committee feels that such a status, the
firat to be erected in honor of a Negro in the City of New York and the first
distinguished and lmportant public monument created through Negro genius will
serve the double purpose of boing st once an inspiration to ocolored people and

an education for whites.

It 1s hoped that as many different individuals as pessible will contri-
bute, including school children, so that cagh of those whose lives have baen en-
riched by Mr. Johnson's work during his 1ife may have a part in perpetuating his

Eemory.

¥We sincerely hope that you will notify me that you will consent teo
serve. GShould inguiry be made to you by those wishlng to participate through
contributions, checks may be made payable to Theodore Recsevelt, Chalrman, or
u.nntnuuk, Treasurer, and sent to 69 Fifth Avenus, New York.
[ )

f/ pee el e < Ialla i tSE L

! It Seorstary

Evrr sl nsrqu

E} {1 1$f
E '{l LB 8 R ,i ?'\|1f‘ .rl"*r.
Mrs, Eleancor Rocsevalt J r

The White House, i ;
Washington, D. C. gL L




JAMES WELDON JOHNSON MEMORIAL COMMITTEE
SIXTY.NINE FIFTH AVENUE - £ o ] NEW YORK, N. Y.

CHAI R &N 1'" ' P
THEQDORE ROOBEVELT (.)/
£

HOoROEARY CHAIRHAR
HOM, FIGRELLD H. LA GUARDIA L4

TAEASURES AMD
Crainsan aF ENECUTIivE COMBITTER

GENE BUCK

VISR CHAIRREN February 19th
STEALING & BROWHN
HARRY T. BURLEIGH 1 g 4 0
ELMER A. CARTER
W. C. HANDY
ROBAMOND JOHNBON
. GEORGE PAYHE
ARTHUR B. BPINGARM |
cARL VAN VECHTEM .

BECAETARY

WALTER WHITE Miss Malvina C. Thompson
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The White House
washington, D.C.

Dear Miss Thompson:

Thank you for your letter saying that
Mrs. Roosevelt wlll serve on the Jemes
weldon Johnson Memorial Sponsoring Committes.
We, of course, will not expect her to do
eny work, but we are delighted to have the
use of her name,

Ever sincerely,
ot

vk
Joulhe, Wby,
Searetary

WW:iEP



Mareh 18, 1940

Dezr lir. White :

Mrs. boosevelt sas away last weck and is
sorry you did not huve & reply to your letter of
Warch 11. It uus just come to her attention upon

ker return Ludauy.
Very #incerely yours,

Secretary to
Mrs, Hodsevelt

Mr. ¥alter Wnite
69 Fifth Avemue
New York, N.Y.

AL
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¥Yarch 11, 1940

N
My dear Hrs. Roosevelt:

I trust that you dld not object to the
request I made through Miss Thompson dealing with
Governor Chendler, lrs. Connor ancd the Anti-Tynching
Bill, Vhen I see you I will tell you more of what
lles beck of that reguest.

I asked Senator Van Nuys's office to send
you g2 goon 88 they come from the printer Part I of
the Hearlngs on the Anti-Lymchin: “i1l1 in which you
wlll be interested, I know, particularly in the
testimony of the Reverend Greshman l'armion, 1'r.
Arthur Spingarn and Dean Villiem H. Hastle, Perhaps
also you will be interested in the part of my
testivony in which T ‘attempted to point out the
unsoundness of arpuments compering-lynching in the
South with homicides in metrovoliten sreas.

I shall be back in VYashington tomorrow
(Tuesday) for what we hope will be the final heer
on the Antl-Lymehing nill,

ings

If you have a minute or two to spare
elther Tuesday or Wednesday I wouyld like very much
to talk with you, |

Ever sincerely, ) .
N W ="
AL W o

Secretary

lMrs. Elinor FRoosevelt
The "hite House
Washington, D. C.

M RR

THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 330 WEST 42wo STREET, NEW YORK
Al CONFERENCE, PINLADELPHITA, PA., JUNE 1825, 190
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lly dear lilss Thompson:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WaLTER WHITE
Rov Wik

SECRETARY

ulllﬂ.n'r BECRETARY
ITO®, THE CRISIS
%num H.“Hﬂﬂ“
GO0D MAREHALL
- BFECIAL COUNSEL
WiLLIAM PICEENS
DIRECTOR OF BRAMCHES
Dapsy £ Lamrain
FIELD ltt!lﬂ'l'r
E FRECERIC MORROW
BRAKCH COCRDIMATOR
GromsE B. Murewy. I,
PUBLICITY AWD PHOMOTION

REw, JawEs H. Rominsos
ACTING YOUTH CIRLCTOR

Thank you for your telegrum of

today.

East 1l1th Street promptly &t six

Thursday, lLiarch 2lst.

Palls

Mr. Wallech and I will te &t 20

on

Lver singerely,

ST

Secretary.

Uiss Lelvine Thompson

Seoretary to lirs. Elesnor loosevelt

The white llouse
Washington, D. C.

WiCTF |

ENDOASED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 330 WEST 42wp STREET. NEW YORK |4

Fist ANMNUAL COMNEEREMNCT,

FADELPHITA, A

. JUINE R,

L



deren 19, 1940

Uy cvear Hr. ¥hite:
Urs, hoosevelt naze me o tell you

that she has showed the presldent your letter

of Murch 12 with its enclosure.

Very slncerely yours,

Secretary to
Urs. HRoo evelt

Ur,hulter filte

&3 Fifth Avenue

Hew York

.;-It L8]

e ———
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(Dicteted lurch 11)

:ly dear ilrs. Hoosevelt: i

You will be interested in the enclosed
letter from & prominent Hegro physicion of Cherles-
tun. South Carolina, about the attitude of Governor,

laybank who wrote to Senetor Ashurst asking per-
misslon to testify against the anti-lynching bill.

When I was in Charleston two years sgo I
was told that when lir. liaybenk was a candidate for
nﬂyor of Charlesaton in 1930 he hed made the statement
that:

have to eat
food they
fron every

"When I am elected Nigpers will
Nigrers because that is all the
will get since I will fire then
job in Charleston."

This was the item on which I was trying to check with
Dr. Purvis,.

Thia, of course, is for your confidentisl in-
formation, though if you want to show 1t to the Presi-
dent or anyone else you are ot liberty to do so,
particularly since it refers to the President.

Ever sincerely,

Secretary. »
lrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
" The Vhite House
wWeshington, L. C.

l'r.i‘ GﬂF e _l’.-
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‘6Ll Uespurain, or 52 Anson
3/e/40

o Jli. - G L] PUlwIE L:. D L ]
Charleston, é. C.

Dear [ir. swhite:

Your letter reached me an hour opo and I hasten a reply. I
did not know that you hod nade any request, locally, until the Rev.
ir. Huphes alr nailed me on llonday nornlng.

Firat-- Leot evening's Evening Post carries the statenment that
Cov. laybonk has notifled the Corrilttee that he will not eppear but
will stand on the recent resolution of the Southern Covernors.

I doubt that you will find anything in print like the statenment
you menticned. leybank 1s too astute a politician to allow such
Stetements to appear in print, However, he,ls not ebove nmaking then.
lie is rebidly anti-Negre by inheritaence. wa shall ever neet I will
Lell you the historicel rumor s to his orifln. lle cones from the
ithetts and they are dogs.

In his first canpalgn for mayor he said) er the radio, I want ny
white friends to know that I will <o pthing t»plve any Negro a sup-
port. a4t his teble, so I was thft je) nade the statement-- I have the
nipgger where I want hinm, now. 3/taken every Job away from Negroes
thet white people wlill have. : " brought thousands of the orackers
from Virginle, Alabama, Georgla wnd Florida into Charleston and they
get enmployment in preferenos Negro and local white.

when the President
appearance was orranged
publie was inforied, as
No urrangenent was pede
called hin up u
colored people.

\ Yharleston, the first tinme, a public
ffounds of the Citadel. The white

frenents, through the lNewa & Courier.
fred. Ly aslster, lira, Loulse Bell,

f any, arrengenent hed been riede for

y wag, "I hove not glven then = thought.

8 Urphanege and, after the death of the Rev,
in getting 1t out of town by taking over the

" new ones on the Jenkins farm ot Lincoln Park.

In the exchenge the Orphanape has been, clearly, robbed. Eefore the
death of Rev. Jenkins, and after he had lost the first atterpt to pet
rid of the institution, he suwrioned Rev. Jenkins to his offiece., There
he showed hin a letter from a northern white woran asking about the
worthlness of the lnstitutlon; that she desired to nake a fwoney contrl-
bution. Ile seld, now Jenkins I wrote this lady and told her that any
money sent you would be well spent end thet you are worthy of any help
she nay care to rlve you. You see that you huve ny synpathy tut I Do
NOrHAVE A DILE FOR YoOU.

Maybank has Leen very careful not to let anythl appear in print
would hurt'hle dreg In Wwashington (with the Presidangg.

1 realize that the above information is very thin. Yet it 1ay
serve to trep him through questlion and answer,

In ay huste to pet this to you I have Jumb;ad ii. quite, but trust
you by o lppihe RS s s 1 ABPET8oYOeEBoEo A Y s BREEORY PRV, " ko FEecY
great doubt that any has appeared. Sinoerely,

Mguﬂtuﬂ Gs Purvis, L.D.



Mr, Walter White

&3 Fifth Avenue

New York

H.Y. March 19, 1940

rs. Roosevelt will be in Hew York Wednesday and Thureday. Could
see you and Mr. Wallach 20 East 1llth Street for [ifteen alnutes
at 6100 p.m. on Thursday,

Malvina Thompson
Secretury to Mr:, Roosevelt
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Daisy E. LAMPFEIN

E. FREDEAIC MORROW
BRAN

March 15, 1940

My dear Mrs. RHoosevelt:

I tried to get in touch with wvou this
week in Washington but found you wers to be away
until Konday, the 18th,

There are one or two matters I want to
discuss with you, about which T would rather not
write, - Vould it be possible for you to see me
any time next Wednesday or Thursday, the 20th or

2lst? And way I bring with me I'r., Sidney wallach

of the American Jewish Committee with whom T have
been working on certain matters such as the
treatment of domestic workers, which we both want
to talk over with you?

! Will you be pood enough to wire me on
Monday which dey you can see me?

Eve{ sincerely,

'_4-'/ 'r ;1' I 1.-(;_}
e AN i_' K i
Secretary

¥rs. Fleanor Roosevelt
The ¥hite House
Weshington, D. C.

VWi RR

romGE B. MumrHY, JA.
PUBLIEITY AND PROMOTION

Arv. James H. RosiMson
ACTING YOUTH DIRECTOR

FIELD BECHETARY

CH COORDINATOR

P,8., = If Tuesaday would sult you better

I could. coms down that fay.

944:' A E 19 ¢7;

Waslagton .
F i i
ames }m p.{ - l
A { “ g
Blaphen J. Bplrgarn Py
Wilmlngion, Del, M_LM‘-‘ ' ! = 4
- 15 ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 330 WEST 42s STREET, NEW YORK

Fist ANNUAL CONFERENCE, PLULADELPLIA, DA, JUNE 1825, 1910

wy



March 26, 1940

Desr Hr. ¥hiter

I spoke to the President cbout the
Juestion of tue filibustor. He doeg not think 14
cunbe true, but haz no way of beling certedn.

VYery slocerely jyours,

Mr. Walter White
&9 Fifth Avenue
RIC
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REV. JaMEs H. RopiWsoM
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CHARLES H. Houstos
THURGDOD MAREHALL
SPECIAL COUMSEL

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I neglected to give you Mr. Sldney Walleth's
adidress when we talked the other day. You can write
him either at the Americen Jewish Committee, 386 Fourth
Avenue, or at his home address which is 145 Vest 86th
Street, should you prefer thet any of the lnguirlies you
might wish to make of him not be sent through the
affice of the imericaen Jewlsh Committee.

Both he and I enjoyed tremendously the talk
with you and your son Jirmie.

Another thing I forgot wes this: I heve
been told by & number of persons in \iashington who
should know what they are telking sbout that opponents
of the enti-lynching bill are worried by the fact that
they will not have Senator Eorah to help them and also
by the state of Senator Connelly's health. I em further
told that they are trying to get Senator Cleude Fepper
to lead the filibuster, I em loath to belleve this
beceuse of my regard for Senator Pepper, particularly
following & talk which he and Kr. Charles l. llouston
and I had two years ago. Do you think there is any
foundation for fear that Senator Pepper may do this?

Ever 1inc ely, ( e
s M-
Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Weshington, D. C.

(CTF
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There is a very important mattar

89 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: ALSoONguiN 4-355)

Official Organ: The Crisis

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

which I should 1ike to discuass with you. }FF}F

Will you be good enough to let me know 4kﬂ“

v

{*

you could see me some time Thursdey or
during the afterncon of Friday, of this
waek?

I would appreclate your sending
your anawer, 1f convenient, by the bearer of

this note.

Ever sincersly, ’

Secretary

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
20 East 11th Street
New York City



TELEGRAM

e2wlC 28 D.L. 41 27pm m I".. I

Afinlit

The Wiyite House fn? il

{

HEW YORK® W.Y., May 27, 1340,

LHo, ELEANUR HOOSEVELT, '

Will Le in Warhington Tomoriow, Tuesday, to three alelock.

Could you sed WOdg for five minutes on important mattert Flease

advise cule Hastle, 1221 Fairmont Street,

" WALTER WHITE,

NHorthwest, Washington.
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THITED STATES SENATE |
Conference of the Majority copv

April 22, 1940

Ur. Walter White, Secretary 1

National Asscciation for the Advancement of Colored People
69 Fifth Avenue

Hew York City

Dgar Sir:

Your recent letters concerning the anti-lynching bill, and demanding to
kmow when it wlll be taken up in the Senate, were recclvad.

Your first letter to ms, deted April 2, was 8o repleat with inexcusabls
misstetements that T felt, and still feel, considerable rusentment at its
contents., T chowed 1t to Senators Tagmer and VanMuys, to whom T learnsd
you sent coplsa. Both of tham feolt thot the letter wes unfair end, in coma
of its assertions, without the slightest foundation.

T have always shown you and your orpanization the utmost courtasy. I hove
slso been entirely frenk with you in all my disenssicns of this lezislation.

“hen T labored through a six weeks Tilibuster in the last Congress, making
avery possible effort to bring the Anti-Iynching 2111 to a vots, you

were yuite familiar with the sl tnation wnd cxpressed your eppreclaticn

#ar the efforts which I had made.

fmen you wrots me several months ego, asking me whather T thought it
would be possible to securs the adoption of the cloturs rule on this
measure, I wrote you frankly that T did not think so. You replied
that you were disappointed but jou 444 not controvert the statement
which T had made to you of the situution.

Iater you wrote re that you would be in Wushington on o certain day in
the future end would 1like to see ms., I lsarnad later that you had
ealled by the office but that I wes either in Comnittec or on the
Tioor of the Senute, tut I did not leern this until tha following day.
T heerd nothing further from you until jrour letter of Aprll 2 was re-
caived.



Therefore, when you state in this letter thut you hud bean trying

evar since last lovember bto confer with me sbout thie measure and

that T had refused to see you regardin: it, you stated whut was un-

true 'and what you kmew was untrue when you seid it, Yo know thut
Concress adjournad on the drd day of Novarber and that I wus not in
Yashingzton until Januury, when the pressant lJeesion began. You muda

no offort to see ms during the recess of Congress and you iada ne offort
to see me until the ocoasion to which T huve ulraadr reforved, when T wus
not in tho office,

Furthemmors, you stated that T hud rofused to consult with Sunutor Wagner
concerning this measure. This statemont fs so ridieulous and baseleas
thet no one cutsida an inscns esylum would believs it, wnd no one who had
any regard for trith would muke 1t.

T have sesn Ssnator Warner practicully svwery day when tha Sunate has

been in Session and ‘alao in freguent sassions of Comittes of which we ure
hoth morhars. We talk frequently whort muttors of legislation pending be-
fora the Zepnute and before hiz Comaittess. Senctor Larnot nav:r et any
time told you or intimated to wyon that T hud rofused to discuss the antl-
« 1ymehing b411 witt bim, for such & stutement rauld luv: been rholly untrua
and T huve too hich a reperd for hin to bolieve for o moment thet ho would
be ouilty o so cross a misstatement. .

T did,. oa ry own initiativa, discuss thiz blll with him soveral weeks bafora
it wes reported by the Senate Committee, at which tire he exprosscd the hope
thut the Committee micht work out & compromise that would hovae some chence

L S

of phscaze, I shared thit bopo. But rothipp came of il sazmoctlion.

Yhen the BI1l was reported und pluced on the culondar & few durs spo, 1

went to Jinetor ashurst, Chalrmen of the Tudiciary Cosnlttes, onl usked

t4 what Ris {dca was sbout the bill's comslderction. T told e It wuc

act the Comrditiec's pl.n or thoupht thut un effort woild be rudo to take

£t up until after cther importent and necessery loplslution wau dispocd

of, for the rogson thet vhenever thls reasure 18 telica up 1l othar buvincss,
oo matter how urgent, would com: to a stop wnd the Sesute would find 1tuclfl
in tte ridst of amother filituzter, vhich would be rost regreiltuble ut this
time. Scoutor Vunliuys, who is Cheirtem of the Sub-Cormittec uwlich huld churze
of thic bill, confirned t'is atatercnt as to the attitule of tiu Comuitteu.
In & rocent conference with him he relteruted thet it vus not the wish of the
Committes ‘to have the Anti-Lymehing Bill intarforc vith gthor loglslaticn that
rust he enweted bafors this Conpruess sdjourns, but *het when this loglulition
1s dizposcd of, an effort would La ridu to brlng up the aati-Lynching 2111,




In addition to your untruthful letter, you €eused to be published in the "Louis-
ville Defender"”, u colored newspaper, published in Iouieville, ¥y.,' a front-puge
article with boxear heasdlinss acroas the pﬂgatixhc’ﬂmt¢anent thut I was holding
up a vote on this bill, that I was opposed to 1t, that ever sipce last Hovenbur
I hed refused to confer with yzu or Senator Wapner about it, and repeatirg and
megplfying the statements you had made in your lettoer to me.

You knew when you sent this misinforrmation to tle "Loulsville Defender" that it

was wholly untrue, and you did it for the deliberate and malicious purpose of
decelving the readers of that paper and wilfully misrepreseuting re, You did it

for the purpose of attempting to build  fire under me by sort of locsl intimidation
end in order io do this you were responsible for the publicaticon in thet paper of
stetements that were without the slipghtest fonhdation in fect. T am sendirr to

that newspaper & copy of this letter to you in order thut ita publishers may get

the trutl.

In my letter to you of Jamuury 31, 1940, I stated thet my attitude towerd this legis-
letion had not chenged since it was under comsideratis two vears apo and that I

haod no regson to suppose trat it would chenge when the bill comes up azain, but you
were willing to inspire the false statemsnt in that newspaper thut T was not only
opposed to the bill but was blocking its consideration.

As for the newspaper guotatiors which you included in your letter to me, I never
saw trem and am not responsible for them,

I am unable to pive you any informaticn us to when the anti-lynchins bill wiall be
teken up in tke Sepate. Ita sponsors are thoroushly convorsent with the =i tuaticn
ir the Senate end they did not feel that 1t should be taken up at a time whan
other important lepislatiou that cen pass is awaitinc the Senote's consideration,
and thus practically stop the legislative process. TFor they kmew, just as you
know, thut this bill connot be brought to a vote without cloture and they lmow,
Just as you kmow, that it is impossible to obtain a two-tlirds vote to limit de-
bute on this measures.

So far as conferences efe concerned, I em available and hove been available at eny
‘and ell times to Senator Wagner, Senator VanMuys and Scnutor Clark, with whonm T
conferred on the subject before it wes reported from the Cormittes, or with any

other Sepstors, imcluding Senator Capper, who has never rentionsd the anti-lynching
¥ill to me since it has been before the United States Serute. These sanators Enow
that I hove never refused to discuss any legisletion when reguested end they know

that on this particulsr leglslation I have taken the initiative in discussing it durlg
tte present session. They ere thoroughly familiar vith the situction in the Senate
end are under no exigencles of employment that could require them to indulpe in
statements utterly false or resort to tactica utterly contemptible.

Yours truly,

(Signed) ALBIST 4. BARKLLY
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Hon. Alben W. Barkley
Majority Leader, United Stated Senate

] umnﬁtnﬂ " D‘ - G - I\
Dear 3ir: T ey
1 have read wl tonishm your letter of April

£2nd. Beocsuse of ortunoe to the oltizens of the
United States, I swer it wlth equael frankness
btut shall try to with less hest wund flinging of
epithets.

te—tike ubP\ phe points you meke seriatim.
that Wy letter to you of April 2nd was "so

replete h inexduesable misstetsments™ that you feel
consideral ment 1a the first one on which I wish
to oau éyen greater resentument is felt by a

/AT gt 6 throughout the ocountry at the manner

8 leglelation for yoars has been klecked sbout
hdte., A handful of senatore have lmposed thelir
he overwheluing mejority of that body. uith

pw-4xoeptions, the najority has nade no determined,
unchupeafilsaing effort to dispose of this bill by seocuring
e vote on 1t and dleposing of it one way or the other.
There is widespread resentuent which ls ateadlly growing
at the appsrent complete fallure of the Senate leadershlp
to initiate or even conteuplate the inltlation of any
determined effort to secure asction. Your letter of April
28nd eochoes thlis same defestlsm and rienlfests not the
slightest determination to put up eny effective reslst-
anoe to the obstruotionistes who, two years ago, tled up
the Senate for nearly seven weeks at a cost to the
Aneriosn taxpayer of en eatimated §460,000.

You charge misstectements with respect to efforts
made through Senator .egner and direotly to obtein a
oonference with you to find out Just what you as
Majority Leader of the Senate proposed to do about
getting a vote on the anti-lynching bill. Let's lock at
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the reocord wnd see what the facts are.

On Ootober 31, 1939, you wrote mwe that you did not belleve cloture
could be secured end stated you would be glad to discuss this matter
with interested senstors end me. I replled on lovember lst udvising
you that I hed written to Senatore hngtur, Van Nuys and Capper urglng
that a conference be erranged with you during the coulng week to
determine what sotlion should be teken. Thet conference was not arranged
because, we preswie, you were tied up with the fight for auendiient of
the Neutrality .ot during the special session und whlch, inoldentally,
we refralned, und uade public our action, froo urging conslderation of
the anti-lynching bill becsuse of the ilmportance of the measure for
which the speclal session was celled.

On Januery 14, 1640, I wrote you that I would be In Lashington
Thursday, friday und taeturday, Jenuary 1€, 19 and 20, end requested an
appolntment with you. You replied en January 19 asking me to get in
touch with your office. I telephoned you on uary 16 and again on
January 20 but was unsuccessful in pgetting u.ui polntuent with you.

Ly next effort was on January 31 w
would egeln be in Weshlngton on February
nent. To that letter 1 recelved no

@ you stating that I

d asked for an appolint-
On ¥e ary 2 and agaln on

effort to maeke an appointuent.

1 telephoned you agaln on ks
cessful. Agaln, on karech &th, I wro
tempts over the last three mpetha to ™
do so and 1 ssked 1f you cg g
replied that you were sorny/lt had
t that

or an sppointment but was unsuc-
you that I hed wmede repeated ot-
i you but had not been able to
o’ karoh 7 or 8. On aarch 13 you
peen lupossible for me to get in
ou found it diffloult to apend much
phsed for time that you had not been
letter on larch 15 inforuing you of

it he, Senator Van Nuys and I talk with
prrange such an sppolntment.

tiwe in your office cnd we
able to see me, I T d
Senator wagner'sa

you and that he w

On Laroh 29
ceasfully, to umake

mahington I telephoned your offloe, unsuoc-
ntment.

Now a8 to the efforts made through Senator !agner to confer wlth
you. On November lst I wrote him encloaslng copy of your letter to ne
of Ooctober 31st in which you expressed a willingness to talk with the
interested senstors and uyself and asked him to arrunge the eppolntuent,
to which he replied that he would sttempt to make the appolintuent during
the week of November 13, On December 15 I telegraphed Senator \‘agner
about the sppointment which had not been urranged for loveuber because
of your absence frow washington und Jenator .egner replied, through hls
seoretary, that he wes teking up with you the metter of the counference
and would wire we later in the day. when no further word came we
asswied, whioh mssuaption we leter found to be correct, thet Jenator
Wegner had not been succesaful.

After the anti-iynahing bill hod pessed the liouse and hearings had
been completed before the HSenmate Judlolary Comumittee, I telegraphed
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Senator .eguer, on warch 287k aesking hin to arrenge the appointment with
you for Larch 29 when I was to be ln heshington. JSenstor agner tele-
graphed that Leccuse you were "tied up by errangeuent for all fuportent
vote on Plttuan cumendment to Trade aAgreament HLll" confe ence could not
be arrenged.

Again, on april 2, I wired Senator wegner sbout the appointwent
and onoe wore, on April 15, asking hlm to teke up wlth you the matter
of & conference. In eddition, there were severul long-distunce tele-
rhone calls to, ue well as conferences in Weshington with, Lenator
wegner in which this sume request was made.

In the light of this record we leave 1t to any lmpertial observer
a8 to whether I have stated anything that wes untrue when I deolared
thet 1 hed been trylng since last Hoveuber to confer with you about
this messure and had not been sble to do so. You, yourself, have em-
ployed an unfortuneste choloe of words when you charge we with saylng
that you hed "refused" to see me wnd when you sssert, therefore, that
I had "stated whot wes untrue und what you kngw was untrue when you said
it". I have at no time said that you refused see ne but instead have
sald that I haed been unseble to see you s _ﬁ ad not been sble to
grrange & conference with you or to get ite commitment from you
a8 to precolsely what you were polng to ty Leeder in getting
a vote on the anti-lynching bill.

At this point I wish to meke
quests were not due to any deeire
to ascertein just how uech

ly clear that my repeated re-
e@spass upon your tlme but solely
plunned to put forth to secure a
vote on the blll sBo that I report amccurately to those
interested in the blll wha . o do. Incidentally, you adnit
in your letter of april 22 hu ere stlill uneble, &t this late
date in the sesslon, to glive information as to vhen the anti-

You sre likew
you "hed refused
Such & stetenent
ridiculous. low ¢

gorredt Wwhen you oharge thet 1 had atated that
consulfy with Senator lagner concerning this weasure”,.
elf or anyone else would be both suplid and

w the content of all the conversations you
and Senator .agner , in the light of the constunt contacts be-
tween yourselves? I instead stated that Jenator wegner had been
unable to arrange the conference suggested by you of the interested
senators und ayself, und the fsct that no such meeting had been arrunged
18 u#ll the answer that any intelligont person needs.

AB to your statement that you discussed the snti-lynchling bill with
Senator wegner several weeks before it was reported by the Senate Com-
pittes and thet he at that time expressed the hope that "the Comulttee
would work out & compromise that would have some chance of pasaage", we
have no knowledge of any such compromlse belng sugg.sted by Senstor
wugner or any other sponsor of the bill, Nor do we heve uny inforuotion
about Senator Vau Nhys's statement that the Committee did not wlsh ‘the
anti-lynching bill to interfere with eny other legislation that wmust be
eneoted before the Congress adjourns "but that when this leglslation ls
disposed of an effort would be made (to) bring up the anti-lynching
bill®, Supporters of this blll know that if the anti-lynching bill le
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not called up until the very end of the sesslon rmany of the senators
will not stay in lieshington to try to get it passed Lecause they willl
be seger to pet wway to thelr party conventlons. This would pley
direotly into the hunds of the fillbusterers end would practically
insure mnother susccessful filibuster ugainst this legislation.

. A8 for the story in the April 13th 1seue of the Loulsville Defender,
I enclose copy of our press release of april Sth and ask you to poln
out any single lnacoureoy inm it. You wlll note that in it we quote the
interview appearing in the New York Hersald-Tribune of ' ipril lat, which
we quoted to you in our letter of April 2nd, In which the statement is
mede that when you were asked ™"when the controverslal anti-lynchlng
bill would case up, Senator Darkley uvolded the question vith & laughlng
counter-question to hie interrogator. kxtraneous lnformation hes 1t
that every wttenpt will be nede Lo sldetraock the blll.... the sooner
Congress adjourns the less the likellhood will be that the bI11l will
have to be taken up by the cenate".

In thet story we stated whet was absolutély true-- nemely, that
you hed declined to commit yourself in any fagqhlon us to when the blll
would be teken up. 111 you be good eno t oint out to us where
there is eny "ulsinformetion” in this st As for your charge
that this stutement was sont out "for the dellb e and nalicious pur-
pose of decelving the reasders of thed pader und w¥lfully nisrepresenting

ne", such &« charge is unfounded ung « 'IThrough our weekly press
servioce, through comiunications 4g gHes of this sassocielion wnd to
church, labor end other organizatdlqhy’who sre working for enoctment aof
the anti-lynohing Lill, we keep thodgilnterested supplied with Lhe weex-
to-wesk progress of this and ether lemlwlatlon. If supplying thls
inforunatlon is to be 1lnte 1T youh&8 an stteumpt "to bulld & fire
under me by sort of looel fiftiuldeflon”, then we can do nothing to pre-
vent your herboring any s belle we have supplied the facts to
those lnterssted throughou yrper and will continue to do so. 4And
sinoes you etate that 5T to the Loulsville Lefender copy of
your letter to ue, slually courteous to the Defender by send-
ing them a copy o

A8 to your a iat "this bill cenuot be brought to a vote
without cloture an ponsers of the L1ll) know, Just as you know,
that 1t 1s luposelble obteln & two-thirds vote to linit debate on
this measure,” I do not know any suoh thing., 4 conaldevable number of
Deuoecratlio senators huve declured thaet they will vote for cloture. A
number of Hepubllican senators Luve steted that they will mot do aa they
did during the 1938 filibuster when they voted sguinst lindltatlon of the

debate and will this year vote for cloture.

The oriticlan & great meny of us, who see mob violence becouing an
inoreeslng menace to tlie preservution of dewocrulle povermuent in our
country, nuke is that those responsible for the Landling of this legls-
lation do not manifest the moral courage Lo opposs the Lrazen tactics
of the minority which ia fighting this bill. .ith such weak oppositlon
to filibustering, there is no wonder that the filibusterers ure so cock-
sure end are so confident that they ocan once agaln prevent a nojority
of the Senate from voting one wey or the other on this leglaletion. It
is thie situation which 18 resented by cltizens, white as well as
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colored, und douth es well as NHorth.

As for your gratultous reference to the effeot thut the Senate
sponsors "are under no exigencies of employuent”, which we assune you
mnesn by iuplication ulsc to epply to yourself, I would not ordinarily
deign to pey uny sttention to such a gibe. UBut it ls sufficlent for
we to sBay that you end every other member of the lenate presimably,
under our Constlitution and our form of Covernuent, ure in the euploy
of the people who elect you to office. Otherwlse, there would be no
necessity of political caxpalgne to eleot members of the —enate,
presidents or the United Stetes, or any other elective officers.

Ae for your reference to indulgence "ln statemen® utterly Talse",
we leave that to the record. As for your further stetement sbout
"resort to tootlcs utterly contemptiblem, 1f reveallng the facta as
the record bears theu out 18 "contemptible", then we shall contlnue to
be gullty of that charge.

In conclusion, we assume that your uitlit
a8 expressed ln thlis letter, means that wll h
lynohing leglslation must be sbandoned for an
efforts to pet 1t enacted at thls sesslop of-

& o8 Lajority Leader,

of oupporters of antl-
1porous und deternined
Congreas.

i sineure

walter .hlte
ceerelury.

wnsCTF



Juna 12, 1540

My dear Mr, White:

I wish wery much that it wers
possible for me to be present at your
Tiirty-first Anoual Comference in Phila-
delphia oo the 16th and regret that other
ctigagenents make it impossible. Will you,
therefore, bs kind enouph to extend to all
those present my grestings snd zood wishes
and tell them that I have very pleasant
manories of the Thirtieth Confersnoces which
I attended last year?

Vary sincerely yours,

Mr, Walter White

Hational Assooietion for the
Advancement of Colored Peaple
60 Fifth Avenue

Hew York, Wew York

ds
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I wish very oh that 1t were puaéible For e
to e pP&Eeni ¢f/fjur thirty-first annual confenence
in Phila, un/ihe 18th, and regret that other engage-
uENts mu;é?lL lupossiLt e, Will you therefore, ve
kind efiouzh Lo extend 12 all those present, my
greétings and good wishes, and tell them that I
Have very pleasant wemories of the thirtiéth conference
whlceh 1 uttended last year?

E.R,



MTML_.WHGIM

PREERIDENT
ARTHUR B. SPIMGARN
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Oa. Lowis T, WaieHT

gt

TREABURER
ManT WHITE OvinGTon

wWhLD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
s Blanse i e
Nall=pre Carl Murphy
Mirmingbam Als. Dr, E. W, Taggart
Allred Baker Lawis

Bssbon, Mass.
Tharieston, V. Ve T, (3, Mutlsr
Uhlragy FProl. Paul H. Douglas

Ulevalnmnd ll!m. Dhavia
Ihedrodi Lasula 0, Blewnt

Emperia, Bans. 'Willlam Allen Whilta
Major Hobert B Trunan

Now Verk Lillap A Alszandar

NATIONAL LEGOAL COMMITTER
Willam H. Hastls, Weshingion, Chalrman
Ablunis

Narksley, Cailf,
Heslon

Official Organ: The Crisis

June 10th
1940

Ly dear lirs. Roosevelt:
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We would be honored to heve g

nessage of greeting from you to the Thirty-

Tirst Annuael Conference of the NefeiaC.P,

which opens in Philadelphia on June 16th.

iver ?incerﬂ 3

lirs. Hleanor Hoosevelt

The Vhite House
Washington, D. C.
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Secretary.
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June 26,1940

My dear Mr., White:

Mra. Rooszevelt asks me to aclmowl-
edge your letter of June 24, and to thank you
for the copy of your speech which you sent
her.

Vary sincersly yours,

Secretary to
Mrs. Roosavelt

Mr. Walter White

Mational Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
69 Fifth Avenus

Hew York, New Tork

ds
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June 24th l
1940 ”

ly dear lrs. Hoosevelt:

I ihought you might like to see the
enclosed copy of the speech which I made yes-
terday at the closing s;ssion of our Thirty-
first innuel Conference. I am immodest enough

to send it because I believe it is a fairly
accurate presentation of what is going on in

the minds of the vast majority of Kegro Americans.
[

A

Evef since#ﬁly,

)

Secretary.

Mra., Eleanor Roosevelt
The White Huusa‘
washington, D. L.

oy

WiW:CTF
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ADDREBS BY WALTER WHITE, Socretary,
AT THE CLOSING SESSION OF THE

THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
HATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE

ADVANCEMENT OF COLCRED PEOPLE, \

METROPOLITAN ﬂPEﬂé HOUSE, PHILADELFHIA,
PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 23, 1940 \

In the lipht of tho nows of unnixed tragody which has pourcd
in upon us frono, Eurcpo durln; the past fortnight a confeoronce Jevoted
to discuselon of efforts to prosorve democracy in a world inundated by
dictatorshilp scome alnost acadenic pnd unreal. The appalling; speed
with which naticne, ‘peoples ond concepts of national and hunnn re-
lationships have boen swept away leaves nost of us so Lewildercd that
wo 40 not know what to do. We ask ourselves-- 18 therc any stopping
place for the forces of barbarisn which man wild in the worli todlay?
We wonder if our country can rceist this spparently irresistible tide
which Aduring; reocent nonths” has swanped and destroyed what we cell
civil libertics :.nd the dcnocratlic way of 1life in Germany, Italy,
Rossin, Spain, En:lnan2, Franece, tho Secanllinavian countrics and the
Balkansa,

But wo must not--wo cannot-- lot oureelves be deterrod either
in the efforte to proteet America from bein: conquercd by dictator-
ship or from firhting to nake derccracy a reality instoad of
the hypocriticel thins called denccracy which, as far as the Negrc le
concernod, has hoon what wne rlven hin.

Conplex andl Aifficult as have boen the problens the Nesro
has froed in his atrup;le for survival in Aderlcs during the past

three conturles, thosc problems bLeocome infinitely mere terrible in a



i
tiﬂn like thias, Theore are those who recently have “eclared that the
Hegro would not fight for Americe if war between America and Soviet
Ruesia was duclnréd. Any person making such a statement about ninecty-
nine per cent! of the Amerlecan Negroes 1s, in plain languugu,'tﬂlking
through his hnt, The Negro would fight for Amerieca as he hag fuu;ht
for her in overy wa}, largo or snnll, in which our country has been
engaged fron its boginning. Ho would fight with the sane loyalty,
the sane bravery, the same dovotion that he hns always fought.

But theroc is an enormous difforcnce between tho spirit in
whleh Nogroes would enter sone war to cone, whether in the near or
distant future, and that with which, for exanple, he entered in 1917.
After that war "to make tho world safe for democcracy", the Hegro
guldlor returncd confident that in his own land he woull boe given at
least A small portion of that dexocrncy for whose preservation ho
had fought. And whaet wns his rewnrd? Sone of them wore lynchod and
oven burned at the stako for daring to waar the uniforn of the Unlted
States arny. Inetead of gratitude for what he hnd done he was con-
fronted with the infanous Ku Klux Klon which was orénmizci right
after thoe war to put the Negro back "into his place". He founs tho
sane Jdoors shut as sharply in his face when he sought enployment,
education and a decent place in which to live and ralsc a fanily as
he had encountercd before he went to Flanders Fields to fight for
frecedon. Disillusionment, despalr ond bittorness followed in the
wake of the oruel 1lif: which white America forced upon hino in tho
poat-war years.

If America’ in her dosperate hour of need in the “ays ahead

of us wante the loyalty of twelve million American HNegroes she had
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better weke up. Bhe nust understand that Negro Americans arc think-
ing for thenselves. B8he would do well to reallize that Negroes foce
the prospcoet of ngaip being cnlled to defanﬂlthcir country w{th
this quostion firmly and unchongeably fixed in thelr ninds-- what
polnt is there in fightlng and perhaps dying to eave denccracy if
thore is no donceracy to eavo? Bhe had best take a loaf fron the book
of cxporicnce of England. The British Enplre, ;1th but little
difference in hor methods of exploltation of‘ﬁhcr black and brown
subjeets,wns forced in desperatlon to abollisgh race prejudice in her
arny by renoving the color bar and sdmltting non-European British
subjects to the Royml Air Force of .the Britlsh Enpire, But gur
own country, foced with dnnger almost as great as that of
Englond, atill clings tenaciously teo the stupld ani vicious brcjuﬁicus
of the past, Recently our War Department, doninated by Southern
whites, has oriercd the designation of the fauous }Egth Reginent as
"Colored" desplte the faet that tho record in the lrset war of this
unit was one of the roet gallant of any which fought in the first
World War. I havon't hoard as yot of the 107th Rogimont of New York
being designated as "Irlsh" bocause the overwholning oajority of its
nen arg of Irish descent. Nor have I hoard of any other rogiments
beilng set apart a&s "Gernan," "Jowlsh," or "Chinesc®.

Anc. this is but the beginning. Nogroos are barred fronm the
Alr Corps, fron Annnpolis, and can got into Wost Point only at the
expense of alnost overwhelming @ifficulty. Not only are Hegro
Anericans of cducntion, troining and courage barrod from the more
sekilled poste in the armed forces of Anorica but they are oven belng

berred from enlistmont as Privatos. We ask America: Do you want us
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to be loyal, and do you want us to help save what 1s left of
dencocracy in tho world? Or, do you want to fill us with conteupt
for your facile talk of deneceracy whon such treatrent says in plain
langumnge that yoﬁ not enly de not want ue to live for dcomooracy's
sako but not even to dle for 1t? Thesoc are blunt, plain-spokon
words — and it is intonded that they should be blunt -and plnin-épnkcn.

Sonetines we almost despalr of our own natlon. Cannot
Ancrica seoc what lics Back of the present suicido of Eurcpe? Is
Ancrica polng to hold on tg its projuidieces and thus fling wido its
arns in weloccuo to the same powors of groed and stupillity which Envo
destroycd the ¢l world? We wonierl It is imperative that Ancricn,
and particularly HNegro Anericr, understand the factors which have led
to Europe's and the world's debaclo of todaoy, and particulsrly how
avarice based cn color érujudiuc has becn cno of the chiof factors in.
bringin: about that collapse. We don't heoar ruch about the part that
Africe ond othor londs inhabited by black, brown, yellow pooples
played in the contenporary scene, - Nor do nany of us remenber wherc
Hitler's theories of Aryaniem found tholr roots, Lot ne dircot vour
attention to the historical facts. At the close of tho Franco-
Pruselan %ar EBur-npe wes exhaustod. France hadl to find new scurces of
raw naterinl and of nanpower to mailntain hereelf as one of the power—
ful natlons of Europe, 8he turnod her offorts towards bulliing a
great African omplire whose enornous nntural resources would replenish
her exhaﬁﬁ;ci treceury and whose black soldiers coull £1l1l the thinned
ranks of hor arny. Gormany with feverish speed rushed explorers,
traders, colenists.and nissionaries intc hitherto unexplored ~n!

untouched parts of tho “ark continent. England, her profits fron the

T
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slave trode ended by the American Clvil War and ‘econonic forcos,
began her colonizatlon of South, West and East Africa. Leopold aof
Belgiun hnd preceded them nlllnnd had firnly entrenched hinself and
Bulgiuﬁ in nonfrul of the notoriocus Beliiun Congo-— notorlous becaude
of the unbelievable cruclties which the cpgenta of Leopold inflicted up-
onh tho black natives to nmake then produce more anl rore ruboor.
Portugnl, Spain an? Italy followed sult. As a result all of Afrlon,
oxcept tiny Ethiopim and Liberia, were under Eurspecan centrol by the
beginning of the Twentleth Century where leoss than five por cent of
Africa hnd boon unler control and oxploitation when the Franco-
Prussian War ended.

The world began immediately to hear of fthe white pan's
hurﬁan" and the necesslty of taking the benefits of white Europcan
civiliznticn to the backward peoples of the worlld. By a ronarkable
coincidonce the black and brown and yellow pecples déemci capable of
aseimilatin; the white man's civilization invariably had great natural
resourcos in tholr countrics, such as rubber, ;old, dlanmoncis, niinerals
and cther valuables. Ani we bogan to hear nore anl nore of tho
theorics of Gobinenu nnd Chamborlaln, of the "gupericrity" of tho
bluc-eyed, blonde, whito-skinnod hunan belngs over those whose skins
wore not white.

what was the result? More and more power politles began to
be played. Morc anéd more deepeorste boeane the atrug:le for row
natcrials, narkets and wealth., Nen-white peoples in Afrioca nnl tho
Far East, the Weet Infles and the United States were ground down even
nore furlously toloxtrnnt tho last ponny of profit from their labor.
The white world selfishly and arregantly procceded on tho theory that

thoy hai an inalicnable an’ everlasting right to rob rercilossly not
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only ‘arker poople of the world but each other as well, In the words
of Mark Twaln, the white world hns prPuenﬂnd plong this course
blithely and blindly wilith "the calnm hﬁé;@##¥éh“hr a Christian with
four aces",

It would be an nvnr-aimpiiricntion to say that tho horrlole
dlanstor epronr.. before our eyea in Eurcope todny is soleoly “ue to this
blind yroed and insensate prejudice. But no informed, honost an?
intelligent person can dare deny that the racial arrozance based u.on
greed developod to ite most horriblec perfoction in the war nachine of
Adolf Hitler ia not larizely duo to the course of history since 1870,

Iz the United Btates poing to be able to sce whoro -tho
goursc of Europcan history, so far as race an:d coler arce conoorned,

18 lcading Europe and America in tinc to save 1tsclf? OCan tho on-
trenchnd raclinl prejudicos of the United States be discarded or at
leoast nodlficd in time to provent slnllor Sisnster overwhelulng us?

It 18 exceedinizly doubtful. For throe decades the N.A.A.C,P. has
warned Americr, for oxmaple, that nob violence dircotsd asninst ano
segaent of the American public would inevitably lond, unloss ch;ckﬂa,
to nmocb wloloneo aninat other Anericana. With but few cxcoptione that
wvarnine has. follen on oars that are etono deaf.- Wo have pointedl out
again and a.eln that bizoete nlways bogin their bigoetry on the ncoat
vulnerablc and defenseless group In e country ani then, when they have
learnod andl perfected the technique of bigotry, the bigets have woved
to the noxt, and thon to the next, and from thore to tho next nost
vulnerable sroup until the rishts and liberties of all are dostroyod.
Thie hrs beon the definltely fixed cowrase of ncb viclence and lynching
acainst the Nepro in the United States. Because 99.8 por cont of the
hundreda of thousands of lynchors who hnve lynchod 5,127 men and wonen,
vhite nnd MNegro, in tho United States sinoce 1882 have ronc scot free,



-7= |
a pottern of taking the lrw into their own hande has boen nndo aldost

a part of tho nores of our country. Thus whitc men and women, as wpll
a8 black men and wonen, today stand in danger during nervous tincs

like those of being beaten or killod by lawless nobs, We ask today

the questlon whether or not America can sec the sipns which are plainly
narked in the fact thﬂt the Ku Klux Klan 1s bo{ng revived in various
parts of the country, that the threc pcrsons known to have beon lynch-
ed, to dnte, in 1940 have all been white, that so-crlled Christian
Fronts, Nazl bunds an? other subversive novencnts arc flourlshin;; like
the izroon bny-tree; that durlng very recent wacﬁn robe havo manhandled
and alnost lyncheod nenbere of o rollzilous sect in places as wildely
ecparated as Maine anil Toxas.

And what does the United States Senate &o while thoso thinge
happen? Soventy-threc of the 96 nmembors of tho'anitcd States Scnate
say thoy want to veie for passecge of a Federal law ozalnst lynehing.
And why hasn't this ovorwhelming nonjority of the Sonate beoen able sc
to vote if donooracy and the rizht of the nmajority to express its will
nean anythingt? Everyona of you knows the double answer—- that a sonll
but 1mp1aanbri bineted minecrity has threatencd to filibuster if tho
anti-lynchingz bill 1s called up for debate and vote and that the
Majority Leafor of the Senate, Mr. Barkley fron Kﬁntucky, an? thc voset
najority of the nombers of tho Benate--both Republicans and Denocrats--
haven't the puts to stand up like nen and fight the Tom Connally-
Bilbo-"Cotton Ed" 8nith filihustering zong which concs from tho statos
where lynchins:s arc nost froquont and whore the Federal Goﬁstitutlon
1s violased with inpunity every day in the weok, and particularly on
claction day when gqualified citlizens, white as woll as Nopro, are



g

brrred by the iniquitous poll tax, by so-called white Doncoratio
prinarics, by chicanery and by nob intinldation fron exerclaing the
right to voto., And, to add insult to injury, there 1s cven tnlk in
Washington and in the prces that two of the leaders of the battallon
of death a;ninst ;hu anti-lynchin: bill-- Eonator Jagca F. Byrnes

of South Corolina aﬁa John H, Bankhead of Alcbann-- arc baiﬁg
seriously considered as a running-nate on the Denceratic tlcket with
Prceldent Rooseveltl It 1s not often that I attenpt to indulge in
political prophecy, but I venture to assert that 1f the leaders of the
Denocratic Party deliberated from now until the Denocratic Convention
opens in Chicago ns to the best means of driving nll Negroas cxcopt

the paid politicians out of the Democratic Party, these leadere could
find no nura-affaétiva means of doing this than by placin; on the
ticket mon who have fought every single measurc advocated by He roes
and who, in nddition, have heaped vituperation on the Negro tine and
tine azain. The Republican FParty for nany years belioved that it hod
the Negro votc so firnmly in its power that it did not need to Jo any-
thing to continue receiving the support of Negro voters, We wonder

if the Dumncrnts'hnvﬁ become o drunk with power that they arc joing
to make tho sanc nistake especlally in the scventeen states with 281
glectoral votcs in which the Negro vote holds the potential belance of
power? And ncither of the najor political parties darce to hit at the
root of the evil which creates fhia reactionary bloc which has such
disproportionate power in the National Conigress as to hanstrin, and
kill not arly anti-lynchin; leglslation but the Wage and Hour Act, the
National Labor Rolations Act, Housinz and every other form of cn-

lirhtened legislation designed to better the lot of Americans who need
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the protection of such leglslatlon.,

Tonorrow in this city the Republlican Hatlonal Gonvnnglcn
neets to select nandi&atnslani adont a platform. A fortnisht hence
the Denocrats will gather in Chiecago for the same purpose. What
should we say to these conventions? And what nust we repeat in
ggagon ond out of season up to Election Day next Novembor 5th?

Wo ineist on the color line hpinc immediateoly and totally
abolishad fron the arnmed forces of our country. Any candlidate for

qkhe office of President of the United States and, Conmander-in-Chief

of the Aroy and Navy must be honestly and conmplotely coriniltted to A
progran of complete intecration of Negroes into every bronch of  the
service.

Any crndidate who would nﬂrit‘trn support of thoughtful
Mesrocs nust by his previcus rccord ﬂﬂffgy his unconpronisln: atnnﬂt
durin~ the cenpaign place himsalf squarely on rccufﬂ by word and decd
against attacks upon nminoritics-- racial, rellsicus and aCUnonic—:-
which it is the current practice of sinlister polltical ani social
inetituticns fu utilize in cliobing :o pover.

Any candidate we would support nust look fgrwﬁrd and not
backward in the mattor of eccnonic, soclal and poll%lcal reforns for
the benefit of the masses of mankind as contrasted to those whp would
gtill further concentrate wealth and power dangerously and dostrucet-
ively in the harls of o few.

We ap;loud and ondorse denunciation of bigotry against
minorities in other lands. But wo do not fall to note that nost vhite
Americmne can wax oxcoedlng wroth about what is belng done a lon; WaY
of £ but who romaln strangely silent about eimilar, end sonetines long-

lived, barbarity in our own country, esuch as lynching, econonie and

T M ———
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educntional diserinination a;ainst the Negro, disfranchisenont bnd
the wholesale oppression of ninority groups in our own country, nnd
particularly of the Negro. Any candidate who would 1ike to doscrve
anf receive the large and inportant Negro vote gt he able to sec
atrocitics at his own duuratdp as well as thosec three thousand niles
away, This includes the present soccupant of the White Housc wao hns
disappointed us by his failﬁra to sepousc openly and yiorously tho
passaje of the anti-lynching bill.

" Any cundifate who would £ind favor with Neiro votors nust
realize and act upon the realizatioﬁ that the Hc;nﬁ traditicnolly has
ween tho vietin of disorimination in employment both at the hnrnis of
private cnployers and the Federal and Statc governzents as well. He
nust be willin: to take a forthright stand aalnst that discriinaticn
whiech ineludes long=continued and vicious discrinination in the Clvil
Service. Nepro nen and women hdve undergone untold hardships to
acquire andcducation, We arc heartily tired of having our color bar
us fron enployment after we have not and pnssed competitive tostis
throuh the nediun of that educaticn. A mininun of 800,000 jobs have
heen or will bo created in the new defense progran of nearly five
hillion dollars which Congress has voted. We say bluntly that »o mant
nnd we expect to (ot our proportlonate share of these Jobss when we arc
qualified to fill thom, We expect to support, irrospective of party
whose lahols arc neanin;less to us, those who would not only precidse
but who would keop their pronlses to sce that we get what is rihtfull;
ours in this nnd other employnment for which we -are poling to Be taxed
at the sane rate A8 other Americans. We urge emulation of the gxrnple

sgt by Now York City under Florello Laguardin who not only has stated
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but hee put his vords into action that he will not give a Job to a
.Nogro solely bocause he 1s a Nogro but who will sec that a job ig not
déenicd to -» Nojro hecausc hc_iu 0 Hogrh. |
Ye sny to candidatos that you can oxpect our support only if
the prograns of Federal Housinf and slum clecarance, ald to asricultural
workers such ne shareccroppers, tcenant-farmers and agricultural dny-
workers without disorinination on account of race, creed or color, and
full 1ntcgrntiﬁp of Nogro Amcricans into everyldupnrtmnnt and. onefit
of the Federnl Gﬂvﬁrnnnnt arc asgsurcd to ‘the extont this is possible.
But whilec we make thosc demnnds upon the politieal partics we
also sct then up as yardsticks to help Negro voters appralsc political
partics and candidateos and to let Negro Amoricans know what they have
a right to expect and to demand. The growing political indeopondence
of the Negro hos given hin groatly inercased power durin: recent years.
But that power is nowherc near as great &s it would be if Hogroos
themeclvos wore nore intellipent nnd more united. Let he cite an
exanple of how the Negro has not yet nade hinseclf sufficiently
rcepected nnd feared by politicians. Last yesr at Richmond rou prsscd
a resolutlion dnetrueting the national office to draft and have intro-
duced an amendmoent to the National Labor Holationd Act to prohlibhit
labor unions which habitually diserininate on account of raco, orocd
or color fron “elng desipnateod ms tho bar,;aining asonts of workors in
tho 1ndusfriuu in which thesc unlons arc organized. Such an srnicnénent
wae draftcd, WYWe conforrod with rmenbor after nenbor of tho najority in
the House of Kopresentatives, Several of then comp fron districts
whore the Nesro vote runs as hii’h as fron forty to sixty-five per cont
Evoeryone of thesc congresenen begged to be oxcusod bocauso he fonrod

reprisals nore from the Amcrican Federation of Labor unlione which
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discriminate against Negroes,K than he feared Negro voters. Preclscly
the some reception was accorded us by tho minority in the Housc of
Represontativea, We have medo notable progress during the last docade
townrds punishin{; our cnemlos and rewarding our friends. But, vo
hoven't yot made enough progress to get the considdration from
politicians which wo so dosporately nocad, Thero are still tooc nany
venal and purchasable politicians who con go to tho perty bossce and
pronlse to deliver "tho Nogro vote", In ninety-nine cnses out of-a
hundred only the gullible white pollitlcal bosscs belleve those
politiclans can doliver the Negro vote. We have pot to let America

know that the Negro vote 1s lnereasingly intelligent, independent and

unpurchasable either by material rowards or unctuous canpalpn oratory.:

It is imperative that we beconme incrcasingly indopendont politileslly;
that we romaln non-partisaon; and that we give ocury support to Don and
measurcs and not to meaningless party labels.

Troubled days lic ahood of us. In this dark hour none of us
can say whother dencoracy can survive cven in our own country. We
Nogroos will zive for the prescrvation of democoracy our full noasura
of dovotlon and sacriflico as wo have always given them. We want
domceracy to survive. But wo want true democracy and not the spurlous
hypoeriticnl brand which has boen handed cut to us in the past, We
favor adequate dcfensc for our country to ward off attock. But
bombing plnnes, bettle ships and bulleots arc cnly a voery small port
of the defcenee we noed. No country can survive unless its people
love it bccausc it lives up to or at leomet tries tc live up to 1te
protestations of jJjustice and human deconcy. We say to Amoricn: Bulld
your plancs and ﬁnttlaahipa anl we wlll help you. But for God's eake
stop being hypocrites and give us the opportunity to carn a dccont

living, to care for and to make good eltlzone of ourselves and our

o
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citizens of ourselves and our families, to give us protection from the
howling nmob and from those who woull deny ue a chance to learn and
orrn., Give us the reason to love Amcrica and to be loyal to it.

Don't dontinuc to slap us in the face when we would help you to bulld
a lreting governnent which will not take cne lota of opportunity fron
any white Anorilcon but which instead will extond the bencfits and
Dppartunitics to all Ancricans whatever their race, creed, color

-

or oriiln nay he.

We do not nsk this for curselvce alone. ¥We ask 1t for four
snke too. In the words of the inmortal Abrahem Lincoln who, in his
Edwordsvillc address in 1858 uttorcd this warnin; which so nany
Anericrns have L norad!

"And, when, by all thesc neans you have succoeded in dehunan-
izin: the Nc.:ro, whon you have placed hin where the ray c¢f hope
is blown out se in tho darkness of the damnod, are you qulte sure
that the donon you have roused will not turn ani rend you? What
constitutca the bulwark of our own liberty and indopendencc? It
is not our fromin: battleoments, our bristlin; scacoasts, our
Arny, and our Kavy. Thesec arc not our reliance aainst tyranny.
411 of thoso ray be turned a;ailnst us, Our rellance is in the
love of liherty which God has planted in us. Oyr defense 1s 1n
the spirit which prized liberty as the herita ¢ of all acn, in
all lends, cverywhore, Destroy this epirit ani you have planted
the sceds of dospotisn at your own Joors, Familiarizc yourselves
with the chains of bonde e and you prepare ysur own limbs to wear
then. Accustoned to trample on the rihts of others, you havo
lost tho Hﬂniu; or your own independence and becone tha fit sub=

ject of the first cunning tyrant who ariscs anong you."




July 31, 190

Lear lr. White:

I am sorry to hear of the death
of your motter and knom what a loss it is
to you.

You mere fortunate to have smach
a mother and I knom her 1ife will almays be
an lnapiration to you.

With my sincere sympathy, L am

Sinceraly yours,

T

P

Lr. ialtor shite

69 Fifth Ayenue
NYC
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Dear Mra., Roosevelt:

You will prokably remember that

just about a year ago I took the‘liberty of bring-
ing my mother with me when I came to Hyde Park

to see you.

Last Sunday we buried Mother at Atlanta. She
died quite suddenly from a heart attack. The
last time I saw her she asked about you and agaln
told me how much she had enjoyed meeting you.
Your graciousness to her had glven her renewed
courage to face the trying lot which was hers,
particularly in the illness cf her youngest child

at Oneonta who, a fortnight ago, finlshed four years

flat on her back,

Since Mother died I have had a new understanding
of how remarkable a person ghe was. On a mall
carrier's salary which never exceeded 4125 a month
gshe and Father established and maintained a Chrls-
tian home with high ldeals, acquired a little property,
and put seven children through college. They did
this in the face of all the prejudice which pecple
like them encounter in a place like Atlanta. I am

proud to be her acn.

Sincerely,
\ I -

% t&iuﬂle_a{. A1 B
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ily dear lirs. Roosevelt:

I an delighted to have that
inseribed end fine portrait of yourself.

I shall treasure this greatly.

. Ever sincdrely,
jLLEL';u
wal TER WHITZ.

lirs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The kWhite Illouse
Washington, D. C.

Wil s CTF
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: : /

Have you finished with tha letters
from Secretary Stimson and others which I laft
with you when Aubrey Williams and I called to
asa you at llyde Park lest Friday? If you have
finished with them, I would appreciate your
returning them as I want to use them. If you
have not finished with them, ncould you let me
bave them back long enough to make coples of
them? I will then return the originels to you.

/ 7ol 1ol
O M. | f’ /f}, G,

WW:CRM

A

Ever sincarely,

O ) iy N S

Secretery S A T N
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August 16, 1940

Mrs, Elsenor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. G.

Degr lrs, Roosevelt:

Have you finished with the letters
from Secretary St¢imson and others which I left
with you when Aubrey Williams and I called to
see you at llyde Park last Friday? If you have
finished with them, I would appreciate your
raturning them as I want to use them., II you
have not finished with them, nould you let me
have them back long encugh t0 make copies of
them? I will then return the originals to you.

Ever sincerely,

—/(U d_(_/C;) R\ f\'&
5 Secretary

iy @
\ : ¥ 1

Wi CEM
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

|

8/16/40

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

To remind you to speak to
the Secretaries of War and Havy

about at Cabinet this afternoon.

TOI



WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON

Aupust 20, 1940.
LLLE S B M TR |

HRLEE
The Frasident,

The White House.
Dear Lir. Fresldent;

The guestion of the empleoyment of nepgro manpower in the
Army of the United 3tates has apain been raised by lir. Thurgood
liarshall, Special Counsel of the tational Association for the
Advancement of Colored Foopla.

In the Regular Army there are colored persons in ell
arms and services except the Air Corps, Signal Corps and [inance
Department. [ielther the Alr Corps nor the 5isnal Corps have
colored units at present, while only a few men of the Vinance
Department are assigned to units. In the recent eugmentation
of the Regular Army, colered tactlical units have beon activated
in the Fisld Artillery, Coast Artillery, Corps of Engineers,
Chemical VWarfare Servieca, and Quartermaster Corps. . Due to the
time reguirod to assemble and orpanize a troined nuolous for
these units, recruiting was not authorized until August 156, 1940.
Recruits are now being accepted to fill and maintain all units.

If seloctive service is approved, colored personnel will
be inducted and trained in the Army of the United States in the
ratio the available negro manpower bears to the available white
manpower. This personnel will be allotted to all arms and services
except the Air Corps and the Signal Corps, generally in proportion
to the strenpgth of those arms and services,

With respect to aviation, there has been no development
of colored personnel in this field. Therefore the jjar Department
arranged with the Civil Aeronautics Authority to make a beginning
by starting an aviation school at Glenview, Illineis. As for the
Signal Corps, there has been nothing so for to indicats the availa-
bility of experienced coleored personnel to form the basis for the
development of such technical units.

Respectfully yours,

"74_«47,{%

Secratary of War. -




August 9, 1940

Mexorsndum to the Secretary
From Thurgood Marshall

Re: Proposed ﬁonrarenua on niﬂhrimination in the Nationsl Defense FProgram,

'A- Emlistment Programi

AB soon as the iJar Department esnnounced 1ts program of incressing
the Armed Forces by enlistment, msny Negroea applied at the regulesr
enlistment stations. They were told that tne Army was not accepting
applications of Negroes.

e immedistely wrote Secretary YWoodring (Januery 18, 1940) and
by letter of January 23, Secretery Woodring replied that"practicelly
all wvacsncles in colored organizations hrve been filled. Colored
spplicents are enlisted only for colored organizations, which sare
stationed at points indicated below:" (Please note the sttached let-
ter which gives the list of separate HNegro units.)

After & ressonable length of time 1t has become obrious that
there are not enough spplicents to £ill the required number of enlisted
men expected by the War Department, The preas end radio sre constantly
urging Ameriosn citlzens to enlist. MNegroes are applylng and are belng
refused throughout the sountry.

- At the present time Negroes are refused the right to enllist
in the Yarine Corps, the Alr Corps, Chemical Warfare Service, Fleld
Artillery, Finsnce Depsrtmémt snd the Signal Corps. There are two re-
giments of infantFy and two regiments of oavalry with enlisted men
in the Quartermaster Corps, Medlcel Department, Ordnance Department

and the Detsched Enlistment Men's List.

By letter of August 2, 1940, the Navy Department admits the
continuetion of its poliey of rerusing to admit Negroes in any branch
of the Service except the Messman's Branch.

By letter of June 5, 1940 the Office of the Chief of the Alr
Corps sdvigses that "enlistsments are not being sccepted from members
of the colored race for sssignment to the Alr Corps, becsuse no pro-
vision has been msde for the eatsblishment of negro gir unite.”

The problem is two-fold: (1) Disorimination against Negroes
deprives the United States of ocapable and qualified men for its Armed
Forces. (2) Discrimination agalnst Negroes deprives these American
oltizens of thelr right to tralning in s eolali work and aslso thelr
right to serve and defend thelir country 1in the manner as other
gltizensa.




Memo to Mr, White ' ia

B Burke-Wadsworth Gnnuurigtlnn-ﬂgll:

Unless the pressnt policy of the Yar Departnent and the Navy
Department changes, Negroes who are drafted under the Conseription
Bi1l will be denicd the right to serve in all branches of the Ser-
vice along with other American citizens, but will be restricted to
gertein isolated, unspeocislized services with very little specia-
lized training,

Under these circumstances it Can reasonsbly be expected that
many Negross will refuse to 8erve and meny will go to Jail rather than
to be thus diseriminated against, This will lead to much confusion,
mueh dissention and will tend to destroy the feeling or unity which
18 necessary for the defense program,

All of this can be and will be charged directly to the present
Administration becsuse it is up to the present Administration to
abolish these racisl bara,




Bept. Il, 1940

Hy dear Mr, uhite:

I have your letter of Septen er
17th, and have given it to the President
8o he will have it hefore the neeting.

Very sinnrerely yours, |

Mr. Walter White
HAACP

69 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y.




L
VAL-KILL COTTAGES
HYDE PARK, DUTCHESS COUNTY
NEW YORK

Bept. 21, 1940
MEMO FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Thie 18 for your Eonuidﬂratinn
before the meeting with the colored / U()
gEroup.

EJR.
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Dear Mrs. Hoosavelt:

]
EXECUTIVE CFFICERS

WaALTER WHITE SECRETARY

Rot WiLKiNs
ASSISTAMT SECEETA
EQITOR, THE CRISIE

ChagLEs H. HoustouM
THURGOOD MAREHALL
BPECIAL COUNBIL

w-uu.u PIEKENS
RECTOR OF BEANCHES

Dais F_ LamMrkiN
FIELD SLCRETARY

L. FRLDEmIC Momeow
BRAMCH COOREINATOR

GromcE B Mumeny, Ji.
PUBLICITY AWD FROMOTICN

nh JamEs H. RomiNsol
vy AETING TOUTH DIRECTEA

1 thought you would be interested in

geeing the enclosed leaflet which someone in

Tennessee has sent to me.

Sincerely,

ulty

Secretary

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D.C.
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Here are two statements prepared at the
suggestion of Dave Niles after he talked with you
today. The statement marked "A" would be one 2
issued by the White House, Statement "B" would be
one gilving our account of what took place at the
Septenber 27th conference.

Thank you very much for your usual prompt
and vigorous action. I was in a most difficult
position in not getting a reply from the White House
to our telephone calls and telegram, We did not
went to violate the uwnwritten rule about revealing
what had tsken place in the conference wlth the
Prealdent until the Vhlte House had glven ua
suthorlty to do so. In the meantlime we were having
much difficulty in tryIng to explain why we could
not say what had taken place. This was harmful
all around.

Should you wish me to come up to Hyde Park
elther Saturday or Sunday to talk thls over wlth you
I would be glad to do so. I would llke to bring
with me Mr. Wilkins of our staff who handles much of
our publicity. ¥You can reach me at the offlice of
the W.A.A.C.P., ALgonquin 4-3551, between 9:00 A.MN.
and 1:00 P.M. Saturdey, end at any other tlme at
my home, EDgecombes 4-9311,

Ever aincerely, 7y

r PO

-

Secretary |
¥ra. Eleanor Rooasvelt
Hyde Park
New York
P:8S.- I am enclosing alao copy of our
WW:RR confidentlal office memorandum on the
September 27th conference. - Wi¥

a
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¥ashington, ----———- -=, Detalls of the conference dealing with diecrimination

agalnst Negroes in the armed forces of the United States which was held at the
Wnite House on September 27th wers made public today by the White Houea.

Present at the conference were' The frulidaut. Secretary of the Navy,
Frank Knox, Assistant Secrotary of War, Hobert P. Patterson, A, Fhilip
Randolph, President of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Forters, T. Armold
Hill of the National Youth Administration, and Walter White, Secretary of
the Yational Association For the Advancement of Colored Feople.

The President statsd to the conferees that Negroes would be integrated
ints &1l branches of the army, combat as well as service unitas, at the rate
of 9.5% which is the ratio of the Negro population to the total population.

In response to inquiries about the training of Negroes as Commissloned
Officers, the use of Negro profeseiondls such ee doctors, dentiets,
pharmacists and nurses, and the use of Hegroes in the Alr Corps, the
Prasldent stated thet plane for the use of ¥egroes in these capacities had not
yet been developed.

The Assistant Secretary of War, Patterson stated that the War Department
planned to call for eervlce soon Wegro resarve officers but that the date
hed not yet bepen decided upon.

A considerable part of the diescussion was devoted tc the possibllity
of orgenization of mixed unite in Northern States. The War Department
representative agreed to consider this propoanl.

As to the Havy, Col, Enox mtated that while he was gympathetic, he
felt that the problem there was almost dnsoluble eince men have to live
togather on ehips. OCol. Enox stated Mihat “Southern and Northern shipe are
imposaible,” : .

At the conclusion of the Conference the Frepident sogzeated the
ipmedinte appointment of a gualified Negro in the War Department end one
in the Navy Department to mssist in the solution of these particular
problems.

Magsrs. Randolph, Hill, and White presented & memorandum to the
Frosident and the War and Navy representatives urglng the use of KHegro
reserve officers and the same opport-ritlies for trrining Negroes ma glven to
others, fhe cpening of opportunities fortralning &rd service in all
branches of the air service, requirements that existing unlte of the aramy
and units to be established be required to accept officers and enlisted
personnel on the basls of ability instead of race or coler, the use of
qualified Negro technicians, abolition of racial discrimination in the
Navy, and the sppointment of competent Negro clvilians as Assistants to
the Secretary of the War and the Navy. Abolition of the exlsting disgrimination
not only in the armed forcea but in employment of Vegrose in Army Areenals,
Wavy Yards and industrial plants who have recelved Hational Defense Contracts

was also urged rigoroudly, |,



CONFEREICE AT THE WHITE HOUSE

Friday-September 27, 1940--11:35 P.M.-12:10 T.l.

Sub jaet: Discrimination ﬁ_.g_ﬂinnt Hegroea in tha Armad
} Foroes of tha United Stetes

Present: The President; Secretary of the Havy Col. Frank Fnox;
Lss't, Secretary of the War Hobert R. Patterson;
Vr. h. Philip Rendolph, president of the Brotherhood
of Slseping Car Porters; T. Armold 11111, Assistent to
Mre. Mary McLeod Bethune of the National Youth Adminias-
tration; Mr. Welter White, Secretery of the N.A.A.C.F.

The Presidsnt opened the conferaenco by stating that he had been pleasantly pur-
prissd a few days before by the officials of the War Depertment steting to him,
without solicistion on his part, thet Negroes would bs integreted into 21l brenches
of the armed service ms well as service units.

The Secretary of the Wehoir.CuFe, having baen designated as spokesrman, asked the
President, first, if this applisd to officers es well as enlisted men and, second,
if this meent tiat Megross would be continued to be used only in seperate units,
and third, if this open door policy applied to the lawvy as well ue o the Army.

lir. Potterson steted that it was planned to eall soon epproximately siz hundred
Hegroes who were reserve officers for use in the ermed lorces. hnd as to the
further use of Hegroes us officers he stated that the Wer Lepariment ls bound

by leglalation passed by Congress in 1920 limiting them to the use of oiflcers

who have had World war service or R.0.T.C. treining. Petterscn steted that the

War Depsrtment wes attempting to got Corgress to change thils ect since officers
with the sbove guelifiestiors were not sufficient in numbar to handle the army which
will be eremted by tle draft. Lr. Patterson did not refer to officers trained at
West Point from which llegroes ure mlmost completely exeluded, there having been
only two Negro greduates from that instl tution since 1870.

Appurently uo one of the conferecs with the eaxception of liessrs. Randolph, Hill,
end the Secretary hed even thoughi of non-sepregated unitis in the Ammy. The
Fres'dent, however, wus immediately rcceptive when the Secretery culled to his
attention the feet thet wiile thers mirht be ot the outset difficulties in putting
white and legro soldiers together in lilselesiprl and Ceorgle divisions or regiments;
there wWus no reason to unticipete any difficulties as beirg unsurpassable in stetes
like Wew Vork, Massechusetts, Peunsylvanie, and Illinois, -here Legroes and whites
attend the swue sclicols, play on the same athletlc teums, and live in the sume

ne ighborhoods without difficulty. The Secretary emphasized that in en army fighting
allegedly for democracy should be the last plece in which to practice undemocratic
segrega tion.

The FPresident staeted thuet it should not be difficult to have the Negro reciments
pext to the wiite repiments and the Negro betisry next to the white battery in en
Amy division; thot in times of war replacements fron ooe battery or regiment to
grother mre the ususl procedures; that through this continuity of legro and white
reziments and batturies ihe Army could "beck into" the formation of units without

asgregation.




Mr., Fatterson stated to the Seeretery thot the suggestion was one which Lhe 'il'l'ﬂ-r Da-
pertment Fed never thought of but that ho personally thought thet 1% was aa experi-
ment worth trying and one nlhlch might be mede & suncasd. |

Ais to the lawvy, Col. Fnox steted that while he wes symathetie,.be felt tlut the
problem there was wlmost unsclveble since men have to live together on ships. FEe
stated that Southern ships end NHorthern ghips are impossitle.

Tha President, lLowuver, steted to Col, ¥ooxc that sinee the lluvy wes orgenizing new
bunds for ships, the Havy should immediatelr ovganize Hegro bends and pluce them

on the sbhips. This would be an openirg toward vhich ir time migkt help to solve the
protlem since it would secnston white sailors to the prascnee of legross cn ships.
col. Knox promised to look into the possibilities of doing this.

At this point the attuched romorendum whieh had been prejered by the Lessrs. Hundolph,
$11), end Winite, with the ussistance of lessra, D'ounston, Hastie, and lpever wes pra-
sented to the President and lessra. KnoX and Patterson. Each of these individusls
pgreed to study the memorendur end to see what could be dons ehout eerry’ng it ot
The President read the menorondum garefully before the conlerence ¢nded.

The Tresident stated to the Ler and Navy Depurtnent representetives that there sho 1d

be someone it esch of these departments to hundle matters releting to the ilegro.

The Secretary pot tlie lmpression that the Fresident had in mind only someonein en
adyisory capecity rather than oneo with suthority such as would be vested in, for example,
en essistent secretary of War, or an esslstent to the wesbedent socretary of ar, and

a comparable positiow in the lavy.

Tt will remsin to be seen how fur the two tranches of the armed service will gpo. Znm-
phasis was pleced in eliminating digserimination in enmployment in.the Army Arsenals,
Navy Yards, and in the apprenticeship schools being conducted by the Govermment. Je-
cnuse o the shortuess of time, there was no epportunity to 7o into great detail in
conneation with this discriminetion.

W1 AMB



MEMORANDUM as sugpested baslis of conference on mlleged

dlserimination agalnst Nexroes in the Armed fOTCEEB -
Viits Wouee, Beptenber 27 1910:

The following are important phases of the integration of

the Nﬁgro into military aspects of the natlonal defense program:

1. The use of presently avallable MNegro reserve officers
in training recrults and other forme of active service. At the same
time, a policy of tralniﬁg additional Negro officers in all braucues
of the services should be announced. Present facilities and tliose to
be provided in the future should be made avallable for such training.

2. Immedlate designation of centers where Negroes may be
trained for work in all branches of the avlation corps. It is not
enough to train pilots alone, but 1n addition navigators, bombers,
gunners, radlo-men, and mechanlcs must be tralned in order to facili-
tate full Negro participation in the ailr service.

3. Existing unlits of the Army and units to be established
should be required to accept and sslect officers and enlisted personnel
without regard to race.

: g, Specialized personnel such as Nepro physiclans, dentists,
pharmecistes and officers of chemlical warfare, camouflage service and
the like should be integrated into the services.

5. The appointment of Negroes as regponsible members in the
various natlcnal and local agencles engaged in the administration of
the Selective Service and Training Act of 1940,

6. The development o effective techniquas for assuring
the extension of the policy of integration to positicns in the Navy
other than the menisl services to which Negroes are now restricted.

7. The adoptiocn of policles and the development of tech-




niques to essure the participation of trained Negro women as Army and
Navy nurses ae well as in the Hed Cross.

One of the procedures which will facllitate the aéhiavEment
of these objectives 1s the appolntment of competent Negro civilians ;n
aselstantse to the Secretary Jf War and the BSecretary of the Havg. To
be effective, such asslatents uhquld_he responeible directly to those
Gabinat membere and should be vested with authority to require the co=-
operation and assletance of technical and administrative personnel of
those Departments in the devising of effective and orderly procedures.

In addition, there 18 the equally important problem of
equltable partlclpatlon of Negroes 1n employment incident to naticnal
defense, with particuler reference to army arsenals, navy yards and

indusatries having natlonal defense contracts.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Judge Patterscn says!

Peregranh #3 ie inaccurate and should read

"The President stated to the conferees that
Negro units would be organirzed into all
brranches of the army, combat as well as
service."

Paragraph #6 should be omitted as it ls
not true. During the dlscussion, the
Presldent pointed out that this 1s not
posalible of achlevement at this time.

Parsgraph #8 - Judge Patterson does not
femember that this was dircussed, It was
on the memo presented by the Negroes,

but it wae not discussed. This parapraph
ghould be left out.
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Heow York ws—====— , Datails of the conference dealing with dipcrimination
againet Yegroes in the armed forces of the United States which was held

at the White House on September 27th|were made public today by the
H.A.A.C.P.

Pregent at the conference wereai The President, Secretary of the Navy,
Frank Knox, Aseistant Secretary of War, Hobert P, Patterson, A, Philip|
Randolph, President of the Erotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, T.Armcld
Hill, of the Natirnal Youth Administration, and Walter White, Secretary of
the intionnl Arsociation For the Advancement of Colored People.

The President stated to the conferees that Negroes would be integrated
into all branches of the army, combat as well as service units, at the rate
of 9.5% which is the ratic of the Yegro populatiom t¢ the total populatienm.

Ip response to inguiries abqgt the training of Negroes a3 Commissioned
Officers, the use of Negro profesdionals such as doctore, dentiste,
pharmaciets and nurses, and the use of Negreos in the Air Corps, the
Fresident stated that plane for the use of Negroes in these capacities had
not yet been developed.

The Assistant Secretary of War, Fatterson stated thot the War Department
planned to call for service soon Negro reserve officers but that the date
hed not yet been decided upen.

A gonsiderable part of the discusslon wae devoted to the poseibility
of orgenization of mixed unite in NHorthern States. The War Department
ropresentative agreed to coneider this proposal,

As to the Navy, Col. Enox stated that while he mas sympathetic, he
felt that the problem theére wis almont ineoluble since men have to live
together on shipe. Col Fnox steted that "Southern® and "Worthern" shipe
are imposeible,

At the conclusicn of the Conference the Fresident suggested the
ieredicte appointment of a qualified Negro in the War Department and one
in the Mavy Department to mssist in the solution of these particular problema.

Megers, Randolph, Hi1ll, and White presented a memorandum to the
Preeident and the Wor and Navy representetives urging the use of Negro
reserve officers and the same aprortunities for training Hegroes as given to
othere, the cpening of opportunities for training and sarviee in all
tranches of the alir service, reguirements thet existing unite of the army
ecd units to be established be regulred to accept officers and enlisted
peracnnel on the basle of &bility instead of race or coler, the use of
qualified Negro technlcinne, abolition of racial diecrimination-in the
Mavy, end the sppointment of competent Negro civiliane as 4arictants to the
Secretary of the War and the Navy.

Abolition of the existing discrimination not only in the armed forcee
but in employment of Negroes in Army Arsenals, Navy Tarde, and industrial
plants who have received National Defense Controacts was also urged
vigorously,
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Speaking on behalf of Messrs. Egndnlph. Hill and himegelf, Walter White
made the follow lng estatemant: "It is gratifying that opportunity has been
afforded to discues frankly with the Commander in Chief and with the top
eevrenentatives of the Navy and Army the flagrant discrimination Negro
citizens are encountering in the combat and clvilien winge of Naticnal
Defense. While very little wae definitely promised so far ae actien
againet these barriers is concerned, we belleve definlte progrese was made,
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DETAILS OF WHITE HOUSE CONFEREWOE
ARKMY=IIAVY-INDUSTRY DISCRIMINATION
aGAINAT NEGROZIS REVEALED

Homorandum of Hequosts Presented to

How York---=Dotalls of tho conforonco

Ootobor 5. 1940

oN

Preoeidont

dealing with dis-

erimination ngainet Neogroese in the armod forces of the Unitod States
whioh was hcld at the Whito Housc on Septombor 27th woro oade publie

todny by the M.A.k.C.P.

Proscnt at the conforcnco woro: Tha Prosident; the

Scaretary of the Navy, Col. Fronk Knox, the Aseistnnt Bocorotary of

War, Robert F. Pattorson, A. Fhilip Randolph, Fr

saildont of thc

Brothorhood of 8looping Car Fortors, T. Arnold Hill, of tho National

Youth Administration, and Walter Whaite, Scorctar
Asscolatlion for the Advaneomont of Colored Focpl

The Presidont stoted to tho conforoos
would be orgonizod In all branches of the aray,
sorvice units.

y of tho Matiocnnl
[LIY

that Nogre unite
coobat as vell as

In roaponso to inquirios about the tralning of Hogrocs ns

Comulsslonpd Offlocrs, the use of Nogro profoesi
doctors, dontlats, pharonolsts and nursos, and t
in the Alr Corps, tho Prosidont atnted that plen
Hogroae in thouo onpeoltics hnd not yot boon dov

onals such ag

ho use of Hogroos
8 for tho usc of
clopod.

Tho Aeslstant Soerctary of War, Pattorscn stantod that the
War Dopartmont plonnod to oall for sorvico soon Nopro rosorve
cf ficers but that tho dote had not yot boon dccided upon.

A# to the Navy, Col. KEnox statod that
sympathotic, ho felt thot the problem thoro wna
8inoo non have to live togothor on ships. (Col,
"8ocuthorn” and "Nerthern® ships aro impoesiblo.

Mosers. Randalph, Hill, and Whitc prosontod a nonorandun

whille ho was
alnoat insoclubla
Knox stntod thet

to the Prosliont and the War and Navy ropreosontativoe urging tho use

of Negro rosarve offlcers and tho snme opportuni

tl 3 for training

Hegrooa ne given to others, tho oponing of opportunitios for trolning

nnd servico in all branchos of tho nlr sorvioe,

requiroponts that

existing units of tho arny and unite to be asteblished be rosulred to
acoopt offiocra nnd onlistod porsonnol ‘on tho basia of .ability,

inetond of raoo or color, tho use of qualificd N

ogro tochniclians,

abelition of rneial dlsoriminaticon in the Navy, and tho appoilitnont

of conpotont Nogro civilione as Assistants to tho Boorotary of tho

War and tho Hovy.

Aboliticn of tho oxlisetin
arncd foroos but in omploymont of

discrinination not only in the
ogroce in Army Arsonols, Novy
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¥arda, and industrinl plants who have rocoivod National Dofonso
Contracts wne also urged vigorously.

Spoaking on bohalf of Meserse. Randolph, "1ll and hinself,
Walter Whnite moade tho followlng statemont: "It is grnuirging
that opportunity has boen nfforded to discuse frankly with tho
Comnander-inr-Chief and with the top roproscntatives of tho Havy and
Army the flagrant disorinination Nogro citizons arc onoountoring
in tho combat and clvillan wings of Naglonnl Dofonso. While very
little wne dofinitoly pronlsod eo far as aotion against thosd
barrlore ls concernod, wo bellove deflnite progreoss was nnde,.”

The conpleote toxt of the momorandun given to Prosldont
Roosovelt, Col. Knox of, tho Navy, and Assletant Socorotary of War
Fattorscn ropds:

"Tho following are inportant phascs of the intogrntion
of the Nogro into military aspocta of the national dofenso program!

"l. The uso’ of presently avallablo Negro rescrve of ficers
in training rocruitse and othor forme of notivo sarvica. At the
some tlue, o polioy of tralning ndditional Negro officers ln all
branchog of the scrvices should be announced. Presont facilities
and thoso to be provided in the future should boe made avnilable
for such tralning.

"z, Innodinte dosignation of contors whero Negroce moy be
trolnod for work in all branchas of tho aviation corpa. It is
not enough to traln pllots altne, but in addition navigetors,
bombors, gunnors, radio-mon, and peoohanice muset be trainod in
order to facilitAto Tull Negrd participation in tho alr sorvice.

e Existing unite of tho Arny and units to be eetablished
should be roguired to accopt and soloet officerr and onlistod
personncl without rogard to raco.

"L, Specinlized personnel such as Negro physlcinnas,
dentists, pharmnciets apd of flcors of chomical warfars, omncuflage
sgrvice and the like should bo integrated into the servicos.

T The appointmont of Negrocs as roeponsiblo pembers in
the various national end local agoncios ongaged in the adoinie-
tration of the Sclective Borvice and Training Act of 1940,

"B, The developmont of effcotive tochniques for nesuring
tho oxtonsion of the polioy of integration to positions in the
Havy othor than tho monial sorviccs to which Negroes are now
rostrictod.

L {7 The adoption of pelliolos and the devolopmont of
techniques to essurc the partioclpaticn of trained Nogro wonon as
Aray and Navy nursce as woll ae in the Rod Crose.

"One of the procofurcs which will faoilitate tho
achipvomgnt of thoso objectives is the appointnent of compotent Negre
eiviliane ns nesistants to tho Sceretary of War and tha Scorotary cf
the Navy. To bo effoctive, such assistonts should be responsiblo
directly to thoso Cablnet mombors and should bo vestod with authority
to requiro tho cooporation and mesistance of tochnicnl nnd adoinistra-
tive personnol of thosp Departmonts in tho devising of effootive and
orderly proccdures.

In addition, thore is the equally ir-ortant problon
of equitable participation of Nogroos in employnment ilncident to
natlonal dofonsg, withr particular reforonce to army arsenals, navy
¥arde and inustrics having national- dofonec contracta."



October 8, 1940

Uy dear Ur. #hite:

Mra. Hoosevelt asks me to ackiowl-
cige with thanks jour letter of Seplenber 26,
enclosing Lhe leaflet sent to you by some one
in Tennesaea.

Yery sincerely jyours,

Segretary to
Era. Roosevelt

Ur. dalter White

Naticnal Assoelation for the
Advancesent of Colored Feaple

69 Fifth ivenue

Hew York, Hew York =
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October
12th
1940

PERSONAL AND SR T / ()O

CONFIDENTIAL i

liy dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I am sormy we were forced to take this
step. DBut the White ilouse announcement left us
no other alternstive. .

Here is a typlcel example of the spot on
which we viere put. lliss Pearl liitchell of Cleve-
land is a prominent social worker and & menber
of the National Board of the N.i.i.C.P. I enclose
copy of a letter She has just sent us of the effect
of the White House statement. I enclose elso copy
of a letter fron liss llenriette Pellenberg of liew
Tork “ity.

Wle_have been swomped with protests and in-

quiries. I am sure you can see the position in
which we were put.

xk Iver dincedel h
.ﬁ : / )
E% % (Z:i_

J Secretary.

Vi 5
newel fmnnbaw
Mrs., Eleanor Roosevelt
James. " HydaTPurk,
nhien e Hew York.
Pitishorgh Homar B Browi
TR
WWnashleglun . Il‘-ul-
Bl 1T " i I
A
» 4. Eplagarn
W ilminglon, Del, Leuls L. Aedding :
Wi :CTF -
- W ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 330 WEST 42no STREET, NEW YORK

st ANNUAL CONFERENCE, PHILADELPHIA, PA., JUNE 18.23, 1940
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g128 E. 95rd Strest
Clevelend, Ohio.

Oct. 11, 1940.
Dear Yelter end Royt
Pardon joint letter but time will not pernit saparate ones.

18t. At our Exec. Com. meeting thie wk there was a very heated
disoussion re the unfairness of our N.A.A.C.P. Mat'l Office and Pollcles
about politlas. t

Harry Davis led the astteock and W. O. Walker, Call Post aseisted.
They maintein thet Mr. Piockens was restrioted in his political activities
mnhmmuhnuimtﬁrmmﬂlmnnhEwﬂnmm

That Walter White went out for Al Smith and is now out for
Roosevelt, that Welter ond N.A.A.C.P. are compromising by assenting to
Jim Crow in the U, 5. Arny & Navy by Pres. Roosevelt Just because he 18
for Roosevelt.

That Hoy Wilkins is assisting the Demoorats Db allowing a letter
to be sent. from their headquarters quoting him as favor the New Deal.
ind walker added Roy's ploture soconpanies the ertlole. reo'd a letter
but no photo. Also that Roy 1s using the Crisis for Roosevelt, that he
tore up all the statements of Willkle & plans to use the next lssue just
pefore the slection to boost Foosevelt.

The white press of Cleveland (every one of the three - Plalndesaler,
Press & News) are fighting Roosevelt on 3rd term besls supposedly & they put
into thelr pespers a distorted article re Pres, foosevelt and the Negro with-
out one dissenting remark from the H.A.A.C.F. and other leaders present.

Altho Walker's headlines ere "Roosevelt OK's Army's Jim Crow
Policy" he does print at the botton of his quotations from Stephen Early,
Fress Seo'y to Roosevelt the full release uade from your offloe.

Graoce Uaver Alexander telephones me that heated ar nts are
being held also at officea of Relief eto. sBaylng N.is.A.C.P. 18 laying down
& mcocepting Jim Crow polioy. I think a press release as to our stand is

Yery neocs BEATY .

Personelly I am for Roosevell altho I cannot understand his sllemce
on the Anti-Lynoh Bill or on Jim Crow polioies. As much as 1t is necessary
for him to be s strategist to hold some Southern strength he could teks a
stand. However, I feel Mrs evelt has covered his deficlenocliea, that
ghe does portray what he wo = to do o I am still for Roosevelt.

Qur court employees are forbidden to enter into politics & thus
it is necessary for me to stay out. However they say ny neme spalls
NoA.A:CoPs here 2nd I would ocall nyself an Independent for the sake of
misunderstandinge & successes of the HeAsAeCoPs looally.

I feel that Charlie Houston did the right thing, that the Board
took the right step re its request for salaried members of the staff &
affiliation. I ltill feal that you, p% two friends, must watoh & be care-
ful if we are to be oconsidered Falr & Consistent

Sincerely yours,
Pearl



Ootober 11, 1940

Gantlemen:

The New York Evening Post bad an aerticle Il.n which was said
that Walter White, president of the N.A.A.C.P., was in favor of having
gegregated Hegro troops in the United States Army.

I cannot understand such an abiitude coming from & leader
of the fight for the rights of Negroes in America.

If this stand can be explained to me, will you please do

80.

Sincerely,
(9igned) Henristta Fellenberg (Mias)

356 Fort Washington Avenue
Hew York, H. Y.
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WHITE HOUSE CHARGED WITH
'TRICKERY IN ANHOUHCING
JIM CRCW POLICY OF ARMY

HAACP Denloce Approving Segregntion in Wire to Prosident and
Deolaros He Usod Nogro Leaders and Organizations in
Attempt to Cover Up Unfair Troatment of HRooco in

Natlional Defonese A

NEGRO OFFICERE ON THE SKID3

How York---A statemont from the White Houso October 9
lmplying that a ccmmlttec of throo porscns, including Waltor White,
scorctary of the M.A.A.C.P., had spproved a pollicy of segrogation
for Nogro unite in tho Army, wae repudiated and donounced hero
Octobor 10 in & prompt tologram of protost to Prosldont Rooscvelt,

Thoe Unitod Pross account of tho Whito House etntc=cont
declarcd: A

"Whito House Sporetnry Early sald tho segrogetlon policy
wns approved after Mr. Roosevolt hod conforrod with Waltor White,
prealdent of the Nationnl Aesoolntion for tho Advancoment of
Colored Poople, and two othor Negro loaders, eto."

This phraseology in the proes was chnractorizod by theo
H.A.A.C.P. o8 a "trlok" to give the impression that Negroos hed
approved of the Army Jim erow, and to remove the prossure from
Prosidont Recsovelt ne Commander-in-Chiof of tho Army and Navy.

Tho tologram, signod by Mr, Whnite, A. Phillip RAandolph,
presldont of the Brotherhood of Sloeping Cor Portors,and T. Arnold
Hill, formerly industrial sgerotary of tho Natlonel Urban Lengue and
at presont an assistant in the Natloonl Youth Adninistration, doolared
"in a written memorandum we submitted we specificnlly ropudintod
scgrogation.”

On othor points of policy cnuncinted by thoe White House
statencnt, the telegran- deolarcd:

"Wo most vigorcusly protest your approval ¢f War Departom
policy regording Nogroos in armod forces which precludes Nogro
efficors oxcept chnplaing and doctors in regular arny unite other
than twe naticnal rd rogimonts etoffed by Nogro officcra. Wo
dony statement th%ul'lt- arsenals and army poote Negro clvilianas are
atcorded equal opportunity for employmont!.

"Wle agk proof that oven ono NHogro ls now boing given

avintion training as pilot in ormy airiogrps. Ae rocently as October
first nineteon forty the Adjutant General of tho War Departront wrote

{Continuod)
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'applications from coleored perscns for flying cndet nppointnont or
for onlistmcnt in tho Alr Corps are not boing accepted.!

"We furthor vigorously quostion ysur statcoont that norale
is aplondid in oxisting Nogro unite «T tho rogular mroy. Mony on-
listod mon in thosa lﬂgmﬁ:tﬂd unite hewo mndo ropoated protosts ot
being forood to sorvo aa stlors and servonts to whito arny
efficore. Wo furthor quostlion that jin orow pelicy of arny 'has
boen provon satlefactory', It has nover boen sntisfnotory nor ia it
new to Nogro Americnns, Such Bogrognt ion hae beoon dostructive of
norale and has poroittod prejudiced superiors to exerclise thoip
bigotry on defenseloss Hegro reginmeonts.

"We are inoxprossibly shockod that o Proaldont of the
United Btatca at a tino of naaticnal poril should surrondor 80 0OO=-
Plotely to onenics of Domgoracy who would dostroy notionel unity by |
adveeat ing sogrogntian, Orfieinl epproval by the Comannder=In-Chisf
of tho Aroy and Novy of such disorinination and sogrogntion is A stab
in the back of Demcerncy., It is n tragic colneldonce that you ispued
your statonent on the sano day tho cpup de grace was given by Scrato
Ma jority Leader Alben Barkloy to tho' Ant i=Lynching bill., Tho tw-
acts are ? double blow at the patrictisn of twolve nillion Negro
eltizone,

Tho NAACP has ecnt a lottor to its £00 branches, youth
counglls and college chaptors urging active and cor inued protost
againat Prosldent Rocsovolt's Jinl erow nationnl defcnan polioy. Tho
lottor nska acticn bofore ¢loetion dny to mako tho protasts of Nogre
Americana nost offootiva,

The NAACP annsunced that the whole soction of policy
doaling with Negro aray officors woe 8 plan to put Nooro officors
fon the skiie" mnd evontually elininato thon altogothar, :

An lnportant part of tho H.A.A.Q.P, protests and activity :
wWill be upen the ooploynent of Nogrooe An ardonals, navy yards, and

BARKLEY SOUNDS DEATH
OF ANTI-LYNCHING BILL 1o0/11 /o

Says Pcll of Bonate Showe Not Ensugh Vetece to Invoke
Clocture and Thus Beat Filibustor

Weshington,D.C,~==In an attonpt to obvinte any furthor
dleouselon of tho anti-lynehing bill Auring this soselsn af Conisroea,
Benato Majority Loader Albon Berkloy told the Sennto on Tuesday,
Oetober 8 that hy was "willing to take the rospons ibility of soying
that in the nifst of cur internnt lonal situntion, cur dofensc
progran,.,.it ls icpracticel at this tine to roke a futlle effort
to obtaln o vote wn tho bill,"

Adudtting that inveoking cloturs (lindtniion of debato)
would be the cnly moane of EOLtin: o vote on the bill he enis: AT
have had n very ocaroful porsonnl and individunl poll made of tha
venbers of the Sgnate on the Donocratic sldo ond on tho Ropublican
8lde, and in that offort tha ninority lendor has cocporated, and it
hns baon ascortained that cloture cannot ba cbtainod at this time in
order to have a voto on tha Anti-lynching bill. It is mot onl y
inposelble to obtain the two-thirig vote noocessnry to n-:.apt it , but
1t would not be possible te et m oalority on elthor 8ldo of tho
Sennte for cloturs,® X

Hnrklcﬁ anile tho etntomont in respense to a question put
to hin by Senater We'rran Barbour, of Now Jorsoy, who nsked tho
Majority loader "if there is to bo An oppertunity teo bring up the
Anti-lynehing bill in this sosslon beforo Wo cither adjourn or rocess,’

Enunelating his own position with rospoet to the bill the
Now Jorsoy Sonator saidi "As far nysolf, I nost atrongly nn enphati-
onlly point out that thias logielation has boon pasacd over ocbvlously
too ofton and altogether too long, and should heve coneifioeraticn.

"I an wholohaartedly and sincerely in favor of it, not
only bocatec of the proniass that it stande for, but beoause it repro-
sonta oven nore thon Doraly proventing lynehdng: it has boeomo a Byn=
bol of tolerance as roprosenting tho true Anorlean attituds in rolatim




- =
to real equality, without projuflee as rogords raco, orood, or coldr,.t

Benator Barbour read & lettor ho roceived frod Waltor White,
in which tha N.A.A.C.F, sporotary polntod to the scven lynchinge of
1540, partioularly the lynching at Brownavillo, Tennogsos as "compara-
ble to tho opproseion of pineritics in Nozl Goroany, which Anericona
and the Congress have rightly doncunced.®

Barkley accused thp H.A.A.C.P. of putting hin on tho Bpot |
"becnuse of the not only ineistont but sonetloos porenptory demanda
that, rogrrdlees of anything else, tho Anti=lynehing bill be brought
forwnrd for consideration in the Scnato.”

Ap a Tfinnl Eanura the Majority Leador of tho Bonate, told
Barbour that he hopod the bill ocould bo brought up "at an corly date,
oithor whon we comp back in November or at an oarly Anto in the noxt
sesslon,.”

In a tologran to FProesident Hoosovelt Ootgber 10, Walter
* White told the Prosident that Barkley's scunding the death knoll of
the anti=lynching bill representod a "blow at the patrioctisn of twelve
nillion Hogro citizens.!

ALABAMANS GO TO COURT
BEEKING RIGHT TG VOTE 10/11 /40~

Biroingham, Aln.~-=Tho right of local boarls of roglatrars
to arbitrarily bar Negroes frocm reglstoring te voto will bo tested
for tha first tine herc Monday, Ootobar 14, when nino MNeozro eitizons
appear before the eiroult court of Jefforsecn County, Aln., to have
tholr qualifications deternined by a Jury.

The nine peresons who are roprosented by Arthur D, Shoros,
counsel for tho locnl branch of Hatlicnnl Assselintion for the Adwance-—
nont of Colored Pecplo, incluro: Willlns Boswell, Jospor Townsond,
Loslic B, Hutchoraon, Willls P. Harris, Rufus E, Crosby, Elunr L.
Howard, Willic J. Huophry, Claude Smith nnd Alcnzo Evans.

The cnse has beon hanging fire since last Janunry, when
the apolicants appeared before the leeal board of prsiatrars and
wore rofusod roglatratlon, efter nn exaninaticn bek 4 closed doors.
They filed petiticns in the clroult ocourt last February, under &
atnte law which provides that whore one has been donied registration,
he nay appesl to the circult court, and have his qualificntisne do-
tornined by a Jury. v

Bringing the caso into court narke a viotory fTor Mr. Shoros
who, with the bneking of the local M.A.A.C.P, branch an® tha southorn
getate confercnce of N.A.A.C.P. branchoe, hne wnged a long ficht to
have the courts detcrolne tho qualfsations upon which the fitncss
of sppllcants for roglstratlon may be juiped.

Qonmonting on the caso Shorcs amid: "This will bo tha
Tiret timo we have hai to try any of theso ocasce, Heretofore, after
petitions wore filcd, the petitioners received thelr certificrtes
of r:fintratlnn through the mail., Hence it nppears that we nny
actually pot a chance to have our petitisnors' qualificaticns
detoroined by a jury. This we should 1like to hnve dona,"

HOUSE FASSES LUDLOW
AMENDMENT TO FAEVENT 10/11 /40
DISCAIMINATION IN

DEFENSE TRAINING PROGRAM

Washington, D.C.----The ban againet Aleerininatisn con-
tainod in the Conseription Bill, wne carriod ever intoc that part of
the defonsc progron ufnnmi the tralnees recrulted undor the Office
of Education and the National Youth hlninistration, whon the Housa
passed an anondment to the civil funotlons b111(H.F..0539) introduced
Septemboer 23 by Represontative Louls L dlow, of Indiana.

The Ludlow amondnent states that "No trpinoo undor tho
foregelng apprépriaticns shall be Adsoriminatod a2nlinet beenuse of
8ex, rnoo, or cocler, and whore seporate schoola aro roquires by law
for separate populatiocn groups, to tho extent neoded for tominecs of
sach such gmp, equitable provision shall bo ma’e for facilitics and
training of 1ike qurlity." it

rr———
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NEW YORKER REFUSED IN % 10/11/%0
AFMY AIR CORPS

How York=-—Lt. Thonas Dale Dﬂ‘r‘il, of the 369th coanst
artillery, anti=piroraft, fomerly New Ygprk naticnal guard, has been
refuscod onlistnent in tho army alr corps. His first applicntion wao
nade April 30,194%0 and was approved by a successicn of officinls,
beoginning with hie captaln and ending with a Licutenant Colonel eof
the AZjutant Genernl's offlco of the Now York National Guard. Nover—
theloss, Lt. Drvie wons refussd Hu.i' 31, 1540 by Major F. A. Maocon,
asslstent adjutant genernl in Wnshington, on tho cxcuse that "thore
are-no units composed of colorod men.®

WEGRO BKILLED LABORERS
DENIED JOBS IN GECRGIA 10/11/40
MILITANY DEFENSE CENTER

Hew York----A protost sgninst the dlsorininatisn suf ferad
by Negroes in Colunbus, Georgla who socught enployoont in private
and Governnent=directed dofonse projects 1n Colunbus, Georgin, wWne
launched today with tho a’visory council of the Natinnnl Defenso
Commiselon in Washington, by the Haticnal Asscolntion for the
Advancoment of Colored People.

. The Asscclption acted uion cooplaints received froo ite
Columbua, OGeorgla branch, According to the report Negro bricklayors,
parpenters, and paintere have been refused clearance for Jobs,through
the United States Enployment Burcau there. The report also pointed
cut that the Willinma obor company in Columbus, v Uh defense ocon-
tracts totnlling nore t 2,000,000, has refused o enploy skilled
Hegroe labor, Beonuso of its importance Re o military center this
Goorgla town 1s minning with dofense activity, cspoeinlly in the
bullding industry.

53 ELIGIBLE HEGRO. 10/11/40
SEAVE OFFICERS,SAYS
WAR DEPARTHENT

Hew York----At presont thore aroc 353 eligible Nogro FRe-
s;r:a offlcoers, according to Robort P. Patterson, Assistant Sccretary
of wWar. ,

Fatterscn nade the announcenont in a letter to the
Hatlonal ‘Asscclatlon for the Advanconment of Colored Poople in responsa
to an inquiry filed with hils offlec Octobor 1."The recorde of tho
¥Wor Department ," the latter said, "indicate that a total of 4,926
Nogro stulents have enrclled as Froehmen in the Resorve Offlcors
Training Corps st two schoole having all Nogro personncl. Of these,
a total of 554 have completed tha four-year R.0,T.C. course at
these schools." No inforoaticn wase avallable, according to tho letter,
as to the race of stufents enrclled in the R.0.T.C. in nixed schools.

irith the atetoment that both Colonel BonjJanin O. Dnvis
and his ecn Lt, Benjanln O. Devis, Jr,, will "norpally remaln on
their pressnt assignoonts until the summor of 1542, whon they will
conplete thoir four=-year tour of duty,” tho Assistant Scoretary of
War said that "it 1s impossible to prediet what futro asaiznnenta
will bo pgiven to any officer of the Rogular Aroy."



October 21, 1940

Dear Mr. ihite:
Mrs. Rocsevelt asks me to thank you
for sending her the copy of the Baltimora Afro—
hmerican and for calling her-attenticon to
the two speclal pages.

Very sincerely ycurs,

Secretary to
- ¥ra, Roosevelt

Ur, kalter White
69 Fifth Avenoe
Mew York, H.T. 0
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My dear lirs. Roosevelt:
-""fi

If it is possible for you to spare me five
ninutes todey I should like very much to talk
with you. I have a luncheen appointment from
12:30 to 1:30 but if you could see me only durine
that time I would cancel it. I have a meeting
at the offlice here, beginning at 2:00, which will
probably last an hour and a half. Otherwise I
could make it at any time you say,

A

Cordiglly,

N

5

'—— ——3ecretary.

lrs. Zleanor Hoosevelt
20 East 1llth Street
New York City

WW:CTF
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My dear Mrs. Roocsevelt:
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AEW. JamLs H. Rowmipick
ACTING YOUTH DIRECTCR

Thank you for your messngb
that you will see me some time Thureday and will

telephone me around 213,

I want to take the

Goneressional Limited at 4130 for Washington and
if you can see me at an hour whnich will permit

me to do that, I will be grateful,

If, however,
that iz impossible, I will tske a later train.

The matter I want to discuss
with wou 1s so urgeant that I want to talk with

wou pefore 1 tall with gcartain people in

Waghington on Thursday night and Friday morning.

Ever zi‘ncarulp', f

oo

SacTotary.

Wra. Eleanor Hoosevelt
20 Eaet 1lth Street
Hew York, H.Y.

p.5. 1In order to save your btime
of telegram frdm and to Assistant

1. in. 1

b

1 am anclosing coples
gecretary of Var

ruttereon and a letter from and to Stephen Early

regarding the White House gtatement.

I hope you

will have time to read thie before 1 talk with you.

W iemb

30 WEST A2we STAEET, NEW YURE
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HATIOMAL ASSOCIATION FOR HE ADVANCEMENT OF COLOKRED PEOPLE
89 Fifth JAvenue - Hew York

Ooctober 21, 1940

My dear Mr, Larly:

I received your letter of Uctober 18 this
norning on my return to the clity. 1 have reod very
garefully the transcript of the October 9th preas
conference which you sent me. It ia the considered
judganent of myself and my assoclates that the news-
peper men, end especially the UnitfQd Press and the
Assoclated Press representatlves, ayed down your

- atatenent when they only stated t the Prealdent
approved the polley after he erred with
walter Lite, president of the Imat: Agsoclutlion
Tor the Advancenient of Co d DPeopl wo other
Hegroes und Secretary oL avy inox, and
Analstant Secretery off) terson."

Your statenar at "as a result of that
v reasonabls person
impression that
approved segregation
¢t the Septomber 27th con-
he Instuead of resolutely

the expliclt an aka
ileasrs. Handolp

ference at the
opposing 1t.

"8 insist, therefore, that ua noral

on res upén the White House to correct
{gatiog |[for which it 1s responsible. \hat-
fons as ssoretary to the Fresldent
mey hav n your choice of verbisge, the
gountry has gained from your words a meening which
is disnetrically oppoeed to the truth.

Wie repeat, therefore, that we cannot with
honor confer wilth JAssistant Secretary of War
Patterson or eny cther executive until the White
House takes steps to ocorreoct the demaglng impresslon
on this issue which it created.

Sinoerely yours,

Lr. Stephen Larly

The White House (5igned) Welter uhite

Washington, D. C. Secretary.

N
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ot

Ootober 18, 1940.

My dear My, Lhite:

s Your telegram of Ootober tenth wea recelved and referred
by the Presldent's direotion to the Assistant Seoretary of jar, the
Honorable Robert E. Patterson.

On October sixteanth, Seoretary Patterson telegraphed you,
saylng that he would be glad to dlsouss the matter with you, Mr.
Randolph end Mr. Hill, &t your convenience. Ille asked you to let him
know the date modt convenlient to you for that conference. Your reply
Lo this telegrum was recelved by the issistant Usoretary of war today.
In this telegram to Lr., Patterson, you expressed the feeling that your
velue a8 a conferee had "been seriously lupaired by the Vhite House
release of October ninth". You further suggested that the white House
had glven certaein implications to the press on fdctober ninth -- in-
plications which were not justified. &u&

1 am sonding you herewlth a verba complete transoript
of the press conference I held on October n th::\é submit to you, in

ell falrness, that this statemant by m the p does not give any
reader the Impresslon that you had segregation or that you
did not opposa 1%. 5
4
1 belleve, realizling how de ou feal wbout this issue,
that if you wlll read the transcript conferonce, you will agree

with me that it contains no guﬁn 1

ol 1mplicabions as you charge.
I do not fesl, thor a e, that the Whito llouse can be expected
to correct iuplioationa for h i 8 not, ln any way, responsible.
On the other hand, however, {.gan_g3sure you that Judge Patterson is
willing, et your conv ca, ? t with you cnd your asasociates

for further discuas ol this matter.
Very alnoesrely yours,

{Slﬁnud] Stephen Lerly
Secretary to the President.

Url wWalter hhite,

seoretary, Hatlonal Assoclatlon for
idvencement of Colored People,

New York, N. Y.



UR. LU'U-Y'S
PIES8S CONFLIENCL
OUTOBER 9, 1940

WEDN S50

«+ ANy comuent on Lorothy, Thompson's colunn today?
ST8: No. I think she was able to cament for herself,

KA. :ARLY: 1 will run through a good it of stur? ror vyou here this norning.

Starting with the appointnent list we have llon. Saue il« Husbands,
who L8 with Schreu on the HeFela, couing In at 11.45,

At 11.00 the :ecretary of .ar ls ooming in with Dr. Clarence 4.
Lyhstras I would watoh that.

i

P

\
<+ ‘l8an't he president of the University of \isconain?
STa: Yes. .

xs liew draft directory

liormen armour. He hus beun to Wlite sulphur and 1s on hWls way to

-
—————
-

STL: I wouldn't know. ’
4t 11,15 the President receives our .dHassador to srguntine,
Kow York.

n. Ha ?ﬂkud for the eppoint-
Ba

At 11.30 CGifford Finchot w
went by telegran: from his home 1in Fe

At 11.45 at the request o %
mlﬁ.ae the Frasldent 18 recelving the n
Political .tefugeus liceded Ly Franmgig-iiidd
and lienry Hert, rr',/p

At 11,45 Lyndon Jdtpson off fexas will be in. That is routine
80 far a8 I an sble Lo ascert .-

e )

The United/Gonfederate Veterana will be received by the rPrealdent

Beoretary of the sdvisory Com-
Bldp of his advisory Committee on
Juwzes l.cDonuld, feorge werren

at 12,45,
lio ip lun t ¥ wlith Honry vallace.
At 1,50 he is seeing Sidney Jilllman, :
lhat is the list of appointments today, \

ws ANy beckground on liillnan?
STE; It 18 a request. lie sald he had a lot of pupers he wanted to ;o over
with the President,

Luot night at 11,00 E.S5.T7. the President plgned the tax btill and
& long list of qther bille, 1 will glve you the nunbers and 1dentifiocation.

we huve got a wessage fron Senator Vig Lonahey sent by wire from
Lekeview, Uhic, whioh suys that the condition of hig hoolth prevents him
from jolning the President's party in Uhio on Ooctober tenth. The Senstor
contlnues: "You will receive a splendid ovation in Uhio end in my opinlon
oarry the State in the November slection. 'his telegren uay be relecse,.”




You wlll remeuber that on .Joptumber 27th the President held a
conference in his office with Walter .hite end, 1 think, two other negro
leaders. Fresent at that conference ulpso were the Jecretary of Navy and the
ssslstant Secretary of war. The subjoot disoussed at the vonference and
rosponaible for the conference was negro participation in natlional defense.

, #8 B result of that oconference the Wwar lepartment has drafted a
stotement of policy with regerd to negroes 1n nuilonal defense. ‘“he state-
ment of polloy was subiltted by Judge Patlerson to the President, and today
was approved Ly ihe 2Prosident. 'he President's upproval cuuses 1t to Lecoue
or to ba nade diately effeotive by the \iar Uapsartuent. Here are the
statements of polioy. ’ !

1l velieve thut 18 all I have for you.

e 407y wors detulls on thia trip?
S7L4; liothing new.

_« osenator Donuhey swld vetober 10th -- 1% would Le Jotober 1lth wouldn't 1t?
STay Taw.

Le wlll the frusident vialt ceap :dwerds next we
STLi. I cun't soy. 1 ven toll you that thew@ IE T
Oklio trip ut ihe present moment, Ue Las o nunber
but they are ell too tentative To answels

ing definlte beyond the
lilngs he wunts te do

s oeveral stuteuwnts bave Leen pr tle President i1s going to .
Johnstown to inspect flood coatrel p gl ong the Coneaeugh river?
CTe: 'That 1o proLubly sowething thay :ed up loowlly thaet they wunt him
to do thore. e &

4+ ‘Yhey want hiu to uiop.

STL: e are stopping to plok t f.u ;; of people, "het is all we know about
it. Thet 1s still the plan.

we sAnything on the Far L
STu: llothing I ocen glyd. .

/"
.+ Did _soretary liul]l {see thd |President last night?
~TE: 1 have not uske Dl ari sure he hasn't soen him. DPut 1 s not sure
he didn't telk to hin ohite il8 hus o heblt of dolng that day and

nlght. [ll doesn't sed $he Ireslident as ofien ss he used Lo Lecause he uses

the phone all the tica.
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HON ROBERT P PATTERSON
ASSIST SECY OF WAR
WASHINGTON DC

WE ACKNOWLEDGR® RFCEIPT YOUR TELEGRAM OF OCTOBER SIXTEENTH INVITING
MESSRS RENDOLFH HILL AND MYSEDF TO CONFERENCE, MR RANDOLPH AND I
FEEL QUR VALUE AS CONFEREES HAS BEEN SERICUSLY IMPAIRED BY WHITE
HOUSE RELEASE OF OCTOMER NINTH WHICH MISREFRESENI'ED OUR WRITTEN AND
SPOXEN OFPOSITICN TO SEGREGATICN THROUGH THE IMPLICATION THAT WE
APPROVED SUCH A POLICY. UNTIL WHITE HOUSE I TSELF CORRECTS THIS
BE DO NOT FREL THAT THESE IS ANY VALUE IN FURTHER CONFERENCES

WALTER WHITE
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COFY
WALTER WHITE  HWATIONAL ASSN FOR THE ADVANCEMEMT 'OF COLORED FEOFLE

. THE PRPSIDENT HAS SENT ME YOUR TELEGRAM oF OCTORER NINTH

I WILL BR GLAD TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH YOU AND MR RANDOLFH AND

MR HILL AT YOUR FARLY CONVEMIENCE, PLEASE LET ME ENOW HATE

MOST CONVENIENT 70 YOU

ROBERT P PATTERSON
THE ASST SECRPTARY OF WAR WASHN DC
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Qotober 25, 1440.

My dear Hr. White:

Slpoe writing to you on Ootober elghteenth, I have
learned that certain newspapers have lnterpreted the White
House stutement of Ootober ninth in s way thét hes caused
llblﬂ{ﬁllﬂ.nt to you and your sssocletes Messre. Randolph
and 11. &

My purpose¢ in writing you at this time 18 to tell
you as emphatiocally and e&s honestly ea it is possible ror
agy man to speak to another, thet there was no dlsposition
or lntentlion on my part, when I made the atatement to the
press, to osuse you or your collesugues any enbarrsssment
vhatsoaver. If the words I used have been interpreted by
any newspuper writer in & way thet embarresses you ar your
associctes, I am deaply regretful.

Aes I told you in my lstter of Uotober elghteenth,
the stenographer's report of my oral statement to theé nress,
reads es follows:

*fou will remember thut on September 27th the Presl-
dent held & conference ln his offlice with %alter White and,
I think, two other megro lesders. Present st that sonference
aleso were the Hesretary of Huvy and the Asslstunt Searetery
of ¥ar. The sublect dlscussed &t the conference and re-
sponsible for the conference wes negro participetion in
national defense.

®A#s 8 result of thut conference the War Department
has drafted a stutement of poliey with rerurd to negroes in
nationsl defense. The statement of policy was submitted by
Judge Patterson to the Fresident, and todey weus sprroved by
the Precldent. The President's aporoval csuses 1t to become
or to be made lamedlately effactlive by the ¥War Department.
Here are the etatexents of polley.®

The meenlog I intended to coovey to the preas -- the
zeanlng thet most of the mewapapermen present understood and
used sccordlngly -- was that, in all probebility, there would
have been no "statesment of polloy with regurd to negroes in
national defense™ had it not been for the confereince you end

oyr assoolates had with the Precldent, the Becretary of the
vy and the Asslptent Secretery of Wer on September 27th.
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In other words, when T uaed the lengusge "As u resuit
of that counference the War Department hes drafted o ststement
of policy, eto,” I dld not mean or intend to convey the im-
preselou that the statecent of policy hud been upsroved by
You end your assoolates but that it hzd comne wbout becavse of
the discusalons that hed been held., You wlill note that
there 15 notblng in snythiag thet T sald that could be used
to indicete your apurovel of the policy or thet eithér Kr,
Hill or Mr, Rundolph hed given it their sporoval.

~3 revidence of the fuct that this ls written to
you ic the Lest of faith, I want ¥ou to know that I have
told the ue-spapermuen to whom I 8poke on October alnth how
my etatement to them has bLoen misinterpreted by & sart of
. the press. They aleo heve Leen moquainted with the contents
of this letier to you.

Very sincerely yours,

STE:HEN EARLY
Seoretury to the Sreaident

slr. Waltor White,

Secretury, National Associstion for the
Advancément of Colored People,

69 Fifth Avaenue,

New York, H, Y. /
Copy to Hrs. Roosevelt

Copy to Judge Patterson



FIR THE FRESIDENT:

HPIR - You might like to read memo attached. E.R."
Return.
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CONFERENCE AT TIE WHITE HOUSE

Friday-September 27,1940--11:35 P.M.-12:10 P.l.

Subject: | Discrimination Against Negroes in the hrmed
Forces of the United States.

Present: The President; Secretury of the Navy-Ool. Franlk Knox;
ABs't. Secretery of the War, lr. Robert R. Patterson;
Mr. A Philip Randolph, President of the DrothLerhood of
Sleeping Car Porters; T. amold 1{111, Assistunt to lrs,
Mary Leleod Bethune of the Nati pel Youth Administration;
Kr. lielter White, Secretary of the N.A.A.C.P.

The President opened the conference by stating’ thet he had been pleasantly sur-
prised a few day=z befors by the officiele of the War Jepurtment stating to him,
without solicitetion on his part, that Megroes would be inteprated into all bran-
ches of the ermed service ss well as service units, =
The Secretary of the W.A.A.C.P. having been designated es spokesman ssked the
President, first, if this applied to officers as well os enlisted men and, second,
if this meent that legroes would be continued to be used only in separate units,
end third, if this open door policy applied to the Navy as well as to the army.

¥r., Patterson stated thet it was plenned to cell soon spproximately six hundred
Neproes who were reserve of ficers for use in the ermed forces. And as to the
further use of Negroes as officers he stated that the War Department is hound

by lepislation passed by Congress in 1920 limiting them to the use of oflicers

who have had World wWar service or R.0.T.C. treininp. PFatterson stated that the

flar Department was ettempting to get Congress to chence Lhis act since officers

with the above gualifications were not sufficient in number to handle the army which
will be created by the draft. Mr. Patterso: did not refer to officers troined at
West Foint from which legroes are slmost completely excluded, there heving been
only two Megro gradustes from that institution since 1E70.

Apparently no one of the confereea with the exception of Messrs. Randolph, Hill,

gnd the Seeretary hed ewen thought of non-gegre;ated units in the Army. The
Fresident, however, was immediately receptive when the Secrutary celled to hie
attention the faet thaet while there might be st the outset difficulties in putting
white end Hegro soldiers together in Mississippi and Georgie divisicms or regirents;
there was no reason to anticipate any difficulties as heing unsurpessabla in states
1ike MNew York, Lmssachusetts, Pennsylvania, and Illinodis, where llesroes end whites
attend the seme schools, play on the same athletic teesms, and live in the seame
neighborhoods without difficulty. The Secretery emphasized that in en army fight-
ing allegedly for democracy should be the last place in whieh to practice undemoeratic
sapregation.

The Preetdent stated that it should not be difficult to have the legro regirenta
next to the white repiments and the MNegro battery next to tlLe white battery im an
Ammy division; that in times of war replacements from one battery or regiment to
another are the usual procedures; that throuch this continulty of Negro and white
regiments and batteries the Army could "beck inte" the formation of units without

segrogaticn.



Kr, Petterson stuted to the Secretary that the suggestion wes one which the War
Depertment bud never thought of but thut he personelly thoupht thut it wes an
experiment worth trying end one which might be nede & success.

4s to the [avy, Col. Knox stated that while he was sympathetic, he felt thut the
problem there wes almost unsolvable since ren have to live toghther on ships. He
stated that Southern ships and Horthern ships are impossible,

The Presidont, however, stated to Col. Fnox that sinece the avy was organizing new
bands for ships, the Havy should immediately organize Megro hands and place thiam
on the ships. This would be an opening toward which in time mipht help to solve the
problem since 1t would eccustom white seilors to the presaence of legroes on shipe.
Col. ¥nox promised to look into the possibilities of doing this,

At thie point the atteched memorandum whieh had been prerared by the lessrs, Randolph,
Hill, and W.ite, with the assistence of llessrs, Houston, ilastie, and Weaver was pre-
sented to the President and !‘essrs. Tnox and Patterson. Tach of these individuels
agreed to study the memorendum and to see what could be done ahout carrying it out.
The President read the memorandum carefully before the conference ended,

The President stated to the liar and lawvy Dapartment representatives that there
should be someone in sech of these depertments to handle mutters relating to the
Hegro. The Seqretary got the impression that tte Prosident Yed in mird only someone
in an mdvisory capacity rather than one with authority such as would he vested in,
for example, an assistant seecretary of War, or an assiastart to the essistant
secretary of war, and & compareble position in the Havy.

It will remain to be sean how far the two branches of the armed service will po.
Emphasis was pleced in eliminating diserimination in erployment in the irmy Ar-
senals, Havy lards, and in the mpprenticeship sbhools being conducted by the Govern-
meént. DBecsuse of the shortness of time, tlers was no opportunity to ro inte great
detail in conneection with this discrimination.

Wi AMB
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MEMORANDUM ae sugpested baesls of conference on alleged
dlecrimination ainst Negroes in the armed foroes -
White House, Beptember 27, 19%0:

The rnlloﬁing are important phabes of the integration of

the Negro into military aspecte of the natlonal defense program:

1.I The usge of presently availlable Negro reserve of ficers
in training recrults and other forms of active service. At the seme
time, a policy of training additional Negrc officere in mll branches
of the services should be announced. Present facilitiet and those to
be provided in the future should be made avallable for such training.

2. Immediate deslgnation of centers where Negross may be
trained for work in all branches of the aviatlon corpe. It is not
enough to train pilots alone, but in addltion navigetors, bombers,
gunners, radlo-men, and mechanics must be trained in order to facili-
tate full Negro partieipation in ths alr service.

1. Existing unite of the Army and’ unite to be established
ghould be reauired to accept and select officers and enlisted personnel
without regard to race.

4, sSpecialized personnel such as Negro physiclans, dentists,
phermaciste and officers of chemical warfare, camouflage service and
the like should be integrated into the services.

E. The appointment of Negroes as responslble members in the
various national and lcoal agencles engaged in the administration of
the Selective Service and Training Act of 1940,

6. The development of effective technioues for assuring
the extension of the poliey of integratlion to positions in the Navy

# gther than the menlal services to which Negroes are now restricted.

T Thn'adnptiun of polieles and the development of tech-



nigues to assure the participation of tralned Negro women as Army and

Navy nurses as well ae in the Red Cross.

One of the proocedures which wlll facilitate the anpievement
of these objectives is the appointment of competent Negro civilians as
aselstente to the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy. To
be effective, such assistants should be responsible directly to those
Cabinet members and should be vested with authority to reculre the co-
operatlon and assletance of technlcal and administrative personnel of
those Departments 1n the devising of effective and orderly nrocedures.

In additlon, there is the equally important problem of
equitable particlpatlon of Negroee in employment incldent to neticnal
defense, with particular referecnce to army arsenals, navy yards and

industries having natlonal defense contracts.



November 14, 1940

My dear Mr. Whits:

Mra. Roceevelt has asked me to tell
you that she gave your latter written from
Bock Castle, Virginia, on Ncvember 2, to the
President,

Very sincerely yours,

Adniniatrative Officer
Secial Corrsspondence

Mr. Walter White
65 Fifth Avenus
Haw Tork, N.T,
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My dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

Would you be good enough to place this
letter in the President's hands as socon as 1is convenient?

Before doing so, will you read it as it deals with the Caribbean
situation and in particular with the Virgin Islands. On my way
back to New York tomorrow night I plan to stop off in Washington to
talk with Dean Hastie and &ne or two others there to find ocut if
they have any information on the rumors that there 1s some trouble
brewing in the Islands. I will advise vyou and the President
if I learn anything of value,

And may I take this means of thankfng you once again for your
invaluable aid in straightening out certain difficulties.

With cordial perscnal regards, I am

Walter White
0 FPifth Avenue
New York City.
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REv. JamEs H. Rominson

!  December
T 13th
f 1940

iiy dear lira. Hoosevelt:

Under separate cover I am sending
you a copy of the December l4th issue of the
Saturdey lvening Fost conteining an article,
%“It's Our Country, Too", in whioh you nmay be

interested.

Ever sincerely, f,ﬁ

Nl

VALTIR JHITE.

lrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The VWhite liouse
WWashington, D. C.

VW :CTF
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lovember 4, 1940 o

Dear Mrs, Hon%evalt:

Please forglve me for imposing
upornt you 8o much, Put I would be grateful
i1f vou world pive the President the
enclosed personal note of thanks for what
he did in the matter of the interration
of llegroes into the armed forces of the
Inited States,

Ever si?cerc%y,‘l {J

b g Mo g b 2N 1]

Irs, Eleanor [Roosevelt
Hyde Park
llew York

W eRR

L]
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Pamary 2, lﬂl

My dear lir. White:

1 gave your materisl to the
President and will be glad to sse you at

any timse. However, 1 feel there is little
qudﬂ- .

Very sincerely yours,

Mr. .Jdalter White

HACE

69 flift:h nVels:

i oD
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Alinsis e, M. U Morharacs 1940 C& :
Hallbusire U] Murphy )
ilrminghan, s, D, E. W, Tegsrt -t i A}
Doston, Musa,  Alfred Dakas Lasls l, o i A -
Chnriestos, W, ¥a. T, G, Kutter & . { ":“ &.
G Frot. baa . bogss Iy dear Mrs. Roosevelt: e s .

LTt ltesedl (;r \h
Eugurls, Kuns, “'lll.h:::r::t'am I B-Pﬂlﬁgizﬁ for the fmount of reading matter
iskwen, N Y. - dajor otk Temss T gend you with this letter. But I believe that it
New Nork Lilliau A, Alezander deals with so important & matter, not only with

Hirlor buian respect to the future welfare of the Virgin Islands

Dudgas ¥ Fulconer but also the whole question of the Caribbean, that it
F#Wm%_ merits your attentlon.
T Jioad

g, Joho H. J

e ferinc 8 Taiman You will remember that you were good enough

Hiae iariea Posei to place in the President's hands a letter I wrote him
© Herdsiedt foise from Rock Castle, Virginia, about the fantastic storiles

ﬂ:::urmﬂ.miutn'-' ' that a "revolution" was brewing in the Virgin Islands.

loa ciane S Ter . T enolose a copy of that letter, a copy of the

D Lanzls T, Wrlght
[UETETTEL R Poscos Dusnjes

FPresident's reply of November 30th, a copy of my reply

- s to that letter dated December 4th, and reply by the
Slouia” | Bhiney i Hetmand _Seoretary of the Interior dated December 19th to my

e e Yetter of December 4th to the President.

e -y
T e e I particularly commend to your attention the
letter dated Hovember 13th from Actling Governor Robert
sATIONAL LmGaL LomMiTER  Jiorss Lovett, copy of memorandum I prepared for Charles
wiim 1. Mastie, Wasidngs, Ghaimes y, Taugsig when he asked my opinion about the impendirg
Berkeley, Usllf.  Walter . Gordas nrevolution" shortly after the President hed told him
Charin that such & rumor had been brought to him,” end of a

Lrwin T, Dorch
Clarlfston. W Ve T, G. Natber

- e e personel hand-wrltten letter dated December 1lth which
e willsam ¥, Dilg 1 received recently from Acting Govermor Lovett.

ki wsn vhlbe i Dy, Mo

Lot Amgelas Thomas L Grifis, I,

Since the latter was a personal letter to me
I asked Mr. Lovett's permission to share 1t with you
and the President and he hes Just cabled me permission

ﬁmm to do 80.
#‘5"% When you shall heve reed these I will be glad
ook FMGAN to discuss them with you should you wigh me to do so.
Flllsburgh Hozoer B, Brewa
Tolodo, Oble o Meslly \ &
Wasisgles  Siam b Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt) ' —— '

iy I  The White House N o CJ Ve
Wihstaghed, D, LoivEh Bebding Washington, D. C. \3 By Seoretary.
gl 137 ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 330 WEST 42wo STREET, HEW YORK
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February 7, 1941

Uy dear Ur. Thite:

Urs. Hoosevelt says sha will
be glad to attend the hearings you mentlon
in your letter of January 31 il sie is aaked
to do 8o, bul she does not know how much she
will be able to contribute.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt

Mr. falter shite
65 Fifth ~venue
New York, New York
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L Fear! Mitahll My dear Mrs. HRoosevelt: ’
Dea Melnss, I B, Jos Drows LY
Tredrald Lavuia . Blownt

Fulls Village, Osan. Dr. Wilklams Allas Helless

I want you to know about the progress we are

R m.kinf in our efforts to foous public attention om
WewmlvR.5. Qe Fendeen the disorimination egainst the Negro in the national
imers  defense program, inocluding the Army, Nevy, Alr Corps
Murion Cathiert 2 gram, g 3 T P
ggq';::,-,_nggu and particularly the industrial phases of the situa-
L
iﬂ:'?u%-“,&.ﬂ:,“' I spent several days in Weshington this week
Hen Charisa Bele working on the matter. Senators \iagner and Barbour
Y LT Y perhaps several other Senators, including, we hope,
g,“m‘;','i‘f‘_:_?.'“:'m‘“ one or two from the South, are planning to introduce a
Dr, Louls T, Wright resolution for a Senate investigation of the status
T and treatment of the Negro. It is thought best, at
Philadeiphla  lasdors Martin present, to ask the Senate Committee on Education and
. Dwrae. Labor to make the inquiry instead of asking the Senate
M . ewimmes (0 authorize the setting up of & special committes.
m"""'""..., His, Arthes Oismar The investigating committee will be asked to recommend
Waakilnglan ‘Willlam I, I

Dir, Chiarles H. Thom

Dr, Elizabath Teles Webb

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTER
Withiam I Mastis, Washingtos, Ohalrmas

corrective legislation which it deems necessary as a
result of what 18 learned from the hearings.

If the public and perticularly the Southern re-

Miawts AT Wil :g;ign to ﬁltll;rtiﬁlﬂ 'ﬂ'g Tiﬂ.!i "It's Our Country, Too",
L T, i 2C Bowdon ch recen appeared 1n the Sat Evening Post
Chasloston,W.Ya. T.0.Mutter is a good barometer, the country mrﬁda be Bﬁﬁnﬂ and
e A ﬂiﬁturba% at what 1s going on if they only knew the
I bt faota. t may well be that exposure of the facts may
Tieerie  Themaiowmmae.  greatly aid those Earmna in the Government who want
R . to dg the right thing both for the Negro and for the
Muskoges, Okls, Charles &, Chandler coun r’r.
Npahvills, Tean, T Alszandsr Locby
A -3 Members of the Senate with whom I have talked
el feel that the chief diffioulty will be encountered in
;E.'.mlﬁ'i"’""'m" the Senate Audit and Control Committee of which Senator,
Phildslghia  Fransls Biddle James Byrnes is chairman, when an apprepriastion for
Tt o i such an investigation 1s sought. It is thought also
e %, Nauight that the best procedure would be for Senator Thomas,
i ¥ as chairmen of the Committee on Education and Laber,
wme N to hold preliminery hearings es soon after the resoclu-
Heaphin J. tion is introduced as is possible and to invite to
Wilmilsgiss, Dal  Leuls Lo Redding



#2 = Mrs, Roosevelt January 31, 1941.

testify at those preliminary hearings one or two outstanding

persons whose testimony will focus publie attention upon the

problem. You have probably guessed by now that the one
erson whose testimony would do most in this situation would
@ your own. Would you be willing to testlfy?

If the resolution ils introduced during the coming

week the preliminary hearimgs on it would probably not teke
place until sometime after the middle of February or even

after the first of March.
Ever sinocerely,
x{ b

Seoret ATY s

Mras. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW:CTF
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Ly dear Miss Thompson:

Please tell Mrs. Roosevelt how very happy
we are to have her letter accepting the invitation
to testify before the Senate comnittee. It 18
characteristic of her, belng the modest person she
is, that she feels that "she does not know how
much she will be cble to contribute”.

One of the things she can testify to which
will be of enormous value would be a recital of
the efforts which she has made in numerous in-
stances to break down discrimination egainst
Negroes in the Army, lavy, Alr Corps and in the
industrial phases of the defense program.

Another very valuable contributlon she could
make would be testimony that in sheer self-interest
the United -States must change its pattern of dis-
erimination while it is fighting for democracy.

As soon as the date is set for the hearing
I will notify you.

Secretary.

Kiss lalvine C. Thompson

Secretary to krs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The Vhlte House

VWiashington, D. C.

Wi:CTF
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My dear Mr, White:

lirs. Roosevelt saya she would lowe
to hsar Dean Dixon's Symphony Orchestra but
ever; moent of her time 1s taken until the
second of Harch. 3She eould be in Mew York
that night if Sunday would be convenlent to
the artists and the other puests.

I would arpreclate your letting me
know os soon as possible as Urs. Hoosovelt'a
calendar fi11s up quickly.

Very sincerely jours,

Secretary to
lUrs. Roosevelt

Mr. Falter Yhite

Hational Associantion for the
Advancement of Colored People
69 Pifth Avenue

Hew York, New Tork
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February 11,1841

{Dictated 2/10)

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt!

Here is a clinoing from todmny's PM about
a concert by the Dean Dixon's Symphony Orchestra
which Mre. White and I heard vesterday. They
played the Eroica magnificiently. How would you
1ike to hear them on one of your trina to
'lﬂew York?

1 am gure Mr. Dixon and the crchastra
would be honorod to play for yan, Mayer La Guardia,
Leopold Seokowskl and ons or two othera vho 1
thought of meldng for en evening which is conveni. nt
to all of you. I think you would be vary much
pleaged with whoat has heen done in whipping tosether
an orcheatra to play as beautifully se this cne
dogs wiien it im coneidered that moet of the memhers
ara .ergons engrged in work of & manual tvpe.

Ever sincergly,

et
Secretary /(Lk j '-'; ¥
4 £l

E N G
Mre, Eleanor Roosevelt L‘I‘L {1; Y ¥
The White House i- 'r‘ o \l‘ g
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By the People,
For the People

By Hewny Soaox

Seven years ago Dean Dison, o handsome |

lad still in his teens, thought.Harlem ought
to have more good and serious music. So
he organized the Dean Dixon Symphony
Society. It 4-:.-|||||||~.|'||. one violinist and one

planist

Today that little orchestra has grown o
over B0 members and yesterday afterncon,
in the Park Palace Casing’s ballroom at Fifth
Ave. and 110th, gave its seventh annual
concert. The orchestral part of the program
mcluded a Mozart overture, a Clinka fan
tasv, and Beethoven's Eroica ."i_l.':ll[:-!l-:-ll_'..

Honors were shared with the American
People’s Chorus, which you have probably
heard on records helping Paul H.n::{:{'u:m mn
Ballad for Americans and which Mr. Dix
now conducts, He is successor to Ear]l Rob
inson, composer of the Ballad and organizer
of the chorus, who now holds a Cuggen
heim 1|-||:|-.-.-'~.h||s.

Then there was the baritone, Aubrey
Pankey, one of a group of Negro artists who
used to make good
reputations and liv-
ings for themselves
in Europe and whao,
forced home by the
wir, are trying to find
Jll.‘l-:'u:i in the Amer-

ican  musical  scens
now
Mr J'.ll'l'l\.l.'_:. and

the chorus have in-
teresting  and
cially significant his-
tories, but what in-
terested me most 5.'(-.~tr.rt]u:.' was that orches-
tra. Mr. Dixon, its talented leader, &5 a
Juilliard graduate and a candidate for the
doctorate at Teachers College. He s inter-
ested in conducting beautiful music beacti-
fully {which he does) and doesn’t think it
especially significant that his band has 20
Negroes in il, the rest being white

S=

Aubrey Pankey

I do. 1 think it is also Nli;lli“l.'hrlr that
about half the members are women, that
the ages run from 15 to 684, and that Local

Beethoven at the Park Palace

This is Dean Dixon, caught in action yesterday at the Park Palace Casino, His
symphony orchestra, in which there are Loth Negro and white musicians, is
seated differently from the orthodox symphonie arrangement because of the

narrowness of the Park Palace stage,

The fiddles take back seats; and he has

the smaller, woodwind seetion up front, the way Stokowski does,

802 of the Musicians” Union was willing to
let a few of its professionals help out fo
the concert.

This is, as Professor Raymond Burrows
pointed out after the intermission, a com-
munity project. [t is backed by an energetic
organization of women who come from the
neighborhood. Tickets are given free to a
limited number of schoal children, and the
audience is the sort you seldom see at Car-
negie or Town Hall

In short, this is music coming right out
of a neighborhood, and it breaks down lines
between ages, colors, '|||-:-|r':n|-:-||:||s and non

Fhoto by Martin Hareris, PAD Staf]

professionals. It couldn’t do that—and alse |
daltvact so |.|.f_Ej! an audience as Ve .-.Ir'rll.l.].-',s

without being extraordinarily good music.
Which is exactly what I heard yesterday.

P.5. Dean Dixon's isn't the only organiza-
ton of its kind. There are some 20 others
in MNew York and from time to time PAM will
report on them, But T Ihmlg]lt this one im-
portant enough to miss Bruno Walter's final
concert with the Philharmonic, a program
of new music by the Roth Quartet and
Emanuel Feuermann's Beethoven recital for
the New Friends, all of which were also
happening yesterday afternoon.
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Ly decr idss Uhonpson:

In the mbsence of ..r. white Irom the
city I ou oclnowledglng receint of your letter
of debruery 20th in which you state that ..rs.
iioosevelt could be in liew Yorlk on Sunduy night,
i‘arch 2nd, to hear the Dean Lixon Syupliony
Qrchestra.

Unfortunstely, I will not be uble to
reach l.r. White before toLorrow [\;ednesday) after-
noon or “hursdey worning vhen le is to be ln
washington. 4t that tlne I shnll pluce tle e ttcr
vefore hiri und he will doubtless get 1n touch with
ToU.

Very sinccrely Jfours,

/
Sec?etary to lLr. . hite.!

liiss Lalvina C. Yhonpson

Secretary to lirs. sleanor doosevelt '
‘The .hite liouse

washington, L. C.

cur ;
Firft Awnual Essay Conteff. .. National Negro Youth Week. oo April 37 - May 3



March 5, 1941

Dear Mr. White:

Wrs, Roossvelt has your telegram
of March 1 and ssks me to say she fears it will
not be poasible for her to hear the [Mxon
orciestra until soms time in May,

Vary s incerely yours,

Secretary to
Mrs. Roocsawelt

Mr. Walter Whits
69 Fifth Avenue
New York, N,T.



i

TELEGRAM 3D
The White House
Bashisgin

New York, March 1,1941,

40vume 29 933p

Mrs,.Elesnor Roosevelt.
Just returned to city tonight. Deeply regret time too short arrange

audltion for you of Dean Dixon's orchestra tomorrow night. 'u'r'i'.‘Ll

have any time free later in month, M{g“

Walter White.

O o W
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

%

1941
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I thoupht you would be interested

in seeinp thls article in yesterday's

Ever sinderely
R

Secretary

New York Posat.

Mra, Elesnor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW:RR

-
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#§2 - President Franklin D. wosevelt 13 March 1941

If it be desired that I be present 1 will, of courss,
be glad to attend.

Hespeotfully,

il Seoretary.

(im"})

Wi 0TT
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ﬂ !‘j \ FUBLICITY AND PROMOTION
W Mapigon 5. Jowes, Ju,
TOUTH DIRKCTOR
Mareh 13th
1941 AIR LIATL J

My dear Lra. Roosevelt:

Last Thursday /jubrey liilliems and Welkne Coy
invited a group of us to confer in Washington on
the very serious situation with respect to the en-
ployment of Negroes in industries Tilling contracts
for the national defense program. It was unanimously
agreed at the conference that only sction by the
Fresident could be effective to reverse thls present
trend. It was also unanimously agreed that we should
seelk an audience with the President at which would be
present llegroes who have first-hand information, and
Messrs, Hillman, Knudsen, Knox and Stimson or the
representatives of the lost two.

Accordingly, the enclosed letter is beling
melled late today to the Fresident. If you Bgree
thet such a conference should be held and would cere
to express that opinlon to the President, we would
be most grateful. I do not think my presence &t the
conference 1s as important as Aubrey, Judge Hastie
and others think, and I put my own name in only be-
cause they insisted.

You will be glad, I know, to learn that the
Senate investigation is moving stesdily forward.
Senator Pepper has just wired that he will be glad to
Serve on the sub-committee, and Senstors Schwertz am
Taft have also wired that they will be willing to
serve, The other two members of the sub-committes
will probably be Senators licad and La Follette.

Ly apologles to you for bresking in on your
well deserved holiday.

Ever sin}»er 1y, :'A'
\\_//km.ﬂi‘_h.-'-- “
Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt
Colden Beach , Secretary.
Miami Beach,
Florida,

32nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, HOUSTON, TEXAS. Junc 24-29, 1941



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED FECOPLE
69 Fifth Avenue - New York

'Il'ﬂLTE'R WHITE, Secretary.

Hareh 13th
1941

Hon. Franklin D. Hoossvelt
President of the Unitad Stotes
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Prealdent:

The situation w noe to the exclusion
of N s from ent in‘gefense induatries is

moTE elarming. Laat weak a mesting
was held in for the purposs of dlsousal

it was the unanimous epinion :%

thing short of sotion on your paert
tion. I have therafors bean request-
. ® to thes Lhite Houss responsible
oTe ent, as wall as other interested
nference on this subjact.

iggented that in addition to Ur. Emudsen,.
nd the Ssoretaries of war and the Navy

or the,representatives of the Ueoretarles of ‘/ar and
the Nafy), the following Negroes be invited:

« Fhilip Bandolph, Presidsnt of the
therhood of Sleeping Car Porters and lalds

Ir. Harshall Shepard of Philadelphia, meuber
of the Fennsylvenia Legislature and Pastor
of the liount Olivet Haptist Church

kra. dary loleod Dethune, Lirsstor of Hegro
Kork of the Hatlanal Youth Administration,
or a representative froo her offics

Judge liilliem l. Hastie, Civilian ilde to the
Seoretary of Yar

Ir., Channing H. Toblas of the Netional Y.M.C.i.
and msmbar of the idvisory Counittee on
Selsotive Serviee.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHI

Harah lith

Ma@mo & lirs. Lund-

Mr. %alter “hite has an
sppolatosnt with ¥re. Cousavelt
at 5:00 Pelle u:lr, ":'l.iﬂﬁ_'u,,
darch 1BAth.

H.lomarville



March 20, 1941 6 /b

w dear Mr. Thite:

MUrs. Rossevelt asks e to acknowl-
edge your letter of March 5 andto tell you
that May 11 would not Le a convenlent date for
her to attend the concert. She could not do
it until on or after Uay 17.

Very sincerely youra,

Secretary to
Urs. Roosevelt

Mr. Walter White
65 Fifth Avenus
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Washington }h
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WaLren Weite

Rov WiLking
ABBISTANT SECRETARY
EDiToR,

BECRETART

THE CEIZIB

THURSHOO MARSHALL
BPECIAL COUNSEL

WiLLiaw PicEENg
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FIELD BECRETARY
E Friommic MomRow
BRAMCH COORIIMATOR
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FUBLICITY ARD PROMCTION

Maommon 5 Joses, Jn.

Ky dear Miss Thompson:

convenlent for LMras. Roosevelt? Lir. Dixon ceme in

Thank you for your letter of Liarch 3d.

TOUTH DIRECTOR

Will Sundey evening, llay 1lth, be

to see me yesterday and at my suggestion is
arranging a special concert at the Heckacher
Theatre, Fifth Avenue and 104th Street.

I would appreclate your letting me
know if May 1lth is convenient (it 1s the first
available date and, in fact, the onl
date at the Heckscher Theatre in llay) so that we
may go ahead with the plans and invite liayor
LeGuardia, Leopold Stokowskl and several others
who want to hear Mr. Dixon's orchestra.

Ever 'Eiﬂﬂﬂraﬁ}' e
/

avalleble

WALTER WHITE.

Miss kalvina C. Thompson

Secretary to lirs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The ilhite House
Weshington, D. C.

WW:CTF
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MIfS THONPSON!: %
Ts this April lat date t

same thing?

The nress caonference 1a also
schefinled for 10:00 a.n.
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The Wihite Fruze | 00

1E8WUAB TWS PAID 3 MINS 4:18 p.m.

HE‘W IOHK‘ 'Hn!-, EﬂHGH BB, 1941
MRS, ELEANOR ROOSEVELT, ( PLEASE FORWARD IMMEDIATELY)

In conference with Senator Schwartz yesterday, he informed me he
wished remain as chairman Sub-committee on Benator resolutlon 75

and that he must go to Denver today to be gone until about April

15, He seems to think fmocts so clear preliminary nearings would

be unnecessary and that we should save personal testimony for hear-
ings before select commlttee. He asked me aubmit memeorandum which
has been done. It would be most helpful if you would address letter
to Senator Schwartz as chalrman subcommittee giving your opinion of
necessity of Senate investigation, Vill you do this?

\Walter Whnite.



7&; , 5*};: rt .-'(

March 20, 1941
|
Mr. Walter White
National Assocelation for the Advancement of Colored People
69 FAifth Avenue

Mrs. Roosevelt can do as you request ten a.m. April first.

MALVINA C. THOUFSOH
Secretary to
¥rs. Roosavelt
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L]
o"‘“j“- hax Y FIELD SECRETARY
.““ :-II.I;-‘IG E FrioEric MoRROW
o WHITE BRANCH COORDINATON
TREASURER Mapisow 5 JoNes, JA.
MARY WHITE OVINGTON r ¢ YOUTH DIRECTOR
BOARD OF DINECTORE ¥ ,ll
Allasts Pr. N. 0. MePheresn /
{11 } L3
Haltimore Carl Murphy rch 22 ¥ 1941 f
hirmlaghamdle. D B W, Taggart I.
Charisston, W.Va. T. 0. Hatler |
Chleags Earl B, Diekerson -
Clarelmsd Mon. Warry B Davia

Le Pearl Mitohell
Ties Bloines. I8, B Jca Hrown

potea " Losno Bl My dear Miss Thompaon:

i r. o n som C

oo et -y My warm thanks for your telegram inform-

Newark, X. 1. SUlim . Inean. ing me that Mrs, Roosevelt can appear before tha
E?:‘Egﬁﬁgimm" Senate Committee on Senate Mesolution #75 at 10;00
Dty Fabdaoer git]:;a iﬁﬂdiré J’LPI‘%} 1. I have immediately trans-
Lawia 8. Gannel 8 Information to Senator Thomas for
EE':?:&‘T’:J?.E‘E’EE’I:- transmittal by him to the Cheirman of the Sg‘b-
EES'&E':!,{.‘L‘.,‘;EELT‘ Committee whom he is to appelint in Senator Schwartz!s
Heecninite Kolelt gtﬁid. This was made necessary because Senator
ﬁﬁﬁ;m h: a::szil% have to ro to Arlzona next week to
Arthe . Splogarn 7o or two or three weeks end we do not wish
Dr, Louia T, Wright to hold up the matter that long.

DFelabomn Clty Reacon Dasise
Foalakill, N. ¥, Alfred Dalker Lawla

Falindsiphin Tsadors Martin Thank you for your letter about
S, e R Hoosevelt's inabllity to hear the Dean Dixu:-g“.
;'“"m:uh ey . Redvond orchestra on May 11, I have immediately written
T e T e to Mr. Dixon to see if he can chanpe the date to
Washingten Hitiam AL Hastle ;hﬁ 1l8th, which Mra, Roosevelt informed me last

Dr. Chirleall. Thompeen uesday 1s convenlent for her, The difficulty

lies In the matter of getting the Hecksher Theatre,
NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTER Mr. Dixon told me that May 11 was the only date

Wllam B, Hastls, Washington, Chalras which was available, but I hope that he will be
SR e able to make the rearrangement,
Pomion Irwis T. Doreh
Charisslon, W, Ve, T. 0. Nuitsr
Chleags frein € Molllson Ever glncere
Erle, P's. Willism ¥, 1ilg
R ——T B I, Bediiin
o s
Madloss, Wia. ‘I:.l:::::;m H Miss Malvina C. Thompson i
R . e Secretary to Mrs, Roosevelt
Hew Yorn HubertT. Duissy The White House

*’“:']':‘i“."%.?“ Weshington, D, C.

‘H'.IJ!:rImll

H. Hrudin

Philsdsiphis Fenshe Bidts W¥:RR




T

Ny dsar Mr. White:

Mrs. Rocsevelt has put May 18
down in her engapement book for the concert
of Dean Dixon's Symphony Orchestra. I will
lat you know later how many tickets she wants.

Very sincerely yours,

decrstary to
Mrs. Rooaswelt

[ Mr. Nalter Wnite |
2
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{" Mapigon 5 Jowes, Jn,
YOUTH DIRECTOR
March 24,1941

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Dean Dixon has Just telephonsd me that he was

able to get the dance group which had rentead the

Heckscher Theatre for May 18th to exchange dates

with him,
and Mr,

The dance group ile now taking the 1lth

Dixon has the 18th mo will you put this in

your engagement book and aleo let me know how many

tickets you would wishl

Bver o 1@ [ﬂ‘g\}

Secretary

Mrs. Eleanor Hoomevelt

Tha White House
Washington,D.C.

Wil 1amdb

32nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, HD[TqTﬂﬁ TEXAS, June 2i-29, 1941



May 6, 1541

My dear Mr, White:

Tour lstter of April 23 was for-
warded to Mrs, Hoosevelt, who is away on
a lsoture trip, Sha has returned it and
asked me to write you, saying that she
would 1ike to have four tickete for the
Dean Dixon concert on Mey 18,

Very sincerely yours,

Administrative OLficer
Social Correspondence

Mr. Walter White
69 PAfth Avenue
Nen Tork, New Tork DD
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Mapison 5 Jones, Jg,
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My dear Miss Thompson:

Can you wire me how many tickets lirs.
Roocevelt will wish for her perty for the Dean
Dixon concert on May 18th?

Ever sincgrelry,

Secretary.
Aol & ?ﬁafﬁ'{h, 4

Liss kalvina Thompson

Secretary to Lirs. Lleanor Hoosevelt
The wWhite House

Washington, D. C.

A’?’"M

Vil CTF
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May 14, 1941

)
J
Mr. Walter White

86 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

Please let me know hour of Dean Dixon concert and
where 1t will be hsld.

Malvina C. Thompsan
Secretary to lMrs. Roosevelt



TELEGRAM & d

19WUDtws pd 3 'ﬂhc ﬂ[’gﬂz ﬁﬂuﬁﬂ
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Mew York NY 138pm May 14 1941

Miss Malvina Thompson

. ‘Che White House
Retel tickets for Mras. Roosevelt sent reglstered mail yesterday
to Ralph Magee. Dixon concert to be held Heckscher theatre SAve
and 104th Street Sunday May 18 1541 B:40 p.m.

Walter IIIMtE:JI

215pmd B i



May 17, 1841

Dear Mr. Wnite:
Mra, Rocsevelt asks me to thank

you for the tickets for the sooeert on Nay 11,
Yery sincarely yours,

Ssoretary to
Mrs, Roosevelt

Mr. Walter ¥hite
88 MIth Avemus
¥ow York, K.Y,
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REGISTERED MATL

My dear kr. Magee:

Hers are the four tickets, No. D-108 to

D-111, inclusive, for Mrs. Roosevelt for the

Déan Dixon concert on May 18th at 85:40 P.M.

Please ses that Mra., Roosevelt gets these.

Ever since ly.
T _E1-'

%

Mr. Ralph W. Mages
Administrative Officer,
Soclal Correspondence
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW:iCTF

Secretary.
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Nay 26, 1941

Dear Mr. Wnites
1 wonder if you can sugpest any
organisation which might be willing te help
in this oase?
Very sincerely Yourd,

Mr, Walter Whige

69 Fifth Averme, NYC

)
winifred Barton (Lady Barton - wife of last British Minister to Abyssinia
“wants to know of women's organ, which might help Ethicplan women's Work kssoc
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Juns 11, 1941

My dear Mra. Hoosavelt:

I am sorry to have heen so lon
answering wour letter of liav 26 but I ¥
have just returned from several davs'
ahsence from the ecity, )

lrs, Mary MeLeod Rethune 1s the
frssiﬂant of the Hational Council of Heprro
flomen and T would think that ormanization
¥nn%d1he interested in the case of Princess
aahal, ;

I would 1ilke alsoc to see 80
: se me s
Erran%zatinn A3 the lational Pederation E?h
Vlomen's Clubs interested in this hecause the
Ethiopian situation, as vor and I agree,

transcends race,
Ever iifearu ?,f {
B .. Iy o il

Secretary

Irs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The "hite louse
Washington, n, C.

F.5. = I am returning Mrs. Tarton's

VW :RR letter. - wWw
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June 2, 1941

My dear Mr. White:

I am very plad to send greetings
and good wishes to those attending the
Annual Conference of the Hational Assoclatlen
for the advancezent of Colored Peopls, This
organization has done good work in the past
and I hope this Thirty-Second annual Conference
will be an inspiration and & help in earrying
on a wseful ond expanded program in the future.

Very sincerely yours,

Er, .alter Jhite
HALCD

69 Filth ave,
NYC
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May 29,1941

Donr Mra, Hoowevelt:

On June 24th there will cpen st Houston, Teras, the
thirty—seennd Annunl Conference of the National
Appociotlion for the Advancement of Coleored Foople.
Wa would very gretnfully apprecinte & messnge of
egreeting to the Conference from you,

Unhappilr the wide spread discrimimation and
sneregation the Yegren ie encountering in the national
defense progrem has lowered morale of the ¥Negro to
an alarming axtent. Ae an antidote and eleo to
demoretrate that there /re those who dere epesak

out Agninet thie vielous and dangernus practice,

a message of greeting from you would be of great
valua. We sincersly hope you will consent to

pend mich A meserge,

Ever sincernaly,
Bacre

Mre. Eleanor Rooeevelt
The White House
Washingtan,D,C.

wmE

wakoamb
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Vle are grateful to you for your

letter of greetings to our Thirty-second

Annuel Conference, and I send you our
warm thenks.
Ever inmlr "
Ty
SO N >
Secretary.

i
/

Mrs. Eleanor Rooévelt
The VWhite House
Washington, D. C.

WW:CTF
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June 12, 1941

Dear Wr. White:

lirs, Boosevelt has your lattar
of June 10 and asks me t0 express her
regret that she canonot attend the Dean Dixon
concert cn June Z1 or 28. She is lsaving
on the 17th for & vacation of several waaks
in Canada,

Very stncerely yours,

Seoretary to
Mre, Roosavelt

Mr. Wolter White
82 Fifth Avenue
New Tork, H.Y.
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450 West 149th Street
New York, N. Y.

June B, 1941,

My dear Ur. White,

I have just been invited to conduct two concerts with
Lthe N.DB.C. Summer Symphony (the “oscanini orchestra). They are
to take place on the 21st and the 28th of June, two Saturday
evenings, at 9:30 o'clock.

This will be my first guest eppearance with & major
syuphony orchestra end I am quite heppy at the prospect. I
should like to extend en invitation to you to be my guest at one
of these affalrs (either, at your convenience).

It was very kind of you, Mr, Vhi e, to invite Lirs,
Frenklin Deleno Roosevelt to the ! ay 18t oncert, end I en
wondering if you would egein like to extend en invitation to her
to ettend one of these two affairs. sShe S0 very grocious
about the llay 18th affair end seeme itely lmpressed .
with the work of the conmunity orchestra, I would like very
much 1f she could both see end h s 10 ¢ s my Tirst big
nusical venture.

Hoping this finds @ best of health end looking
forward to hearing from you so am
ncerely,

LDeen Uixon.



Fr

July 30, 1641 J( J

Dear Mr, Yhite:

The article from PX is interesting
and snoocuraging.

I = so glad you mede favorably
inpreassd with Campobello,

Yery sincersly yours,

|

| Mr. Walter White /

| B9 Fifth Avenue ~
NYC



They are

I had @ most interesting time at Campobello.

|
s romarkably fine group of young people and I belleve

their experience at Campobello is going to bear rich

returns ©n their campuses,

.+ Talter Wnite

.Copy for Jos Lash
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Ktas Eleanor Rocsevelt

Hyde Fark
New York

Ny dear Mrs. Hoomevelt!
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FUBLICITY i.hB PROMOTION

Mapison 5 Jokes, J

JR.
YOUTH CIRECTOR

N{

Herea is an interesting nlig]ling from yesterday's

EM which I thought you amd the
to sse.
uthlr whits peoples like Hr. Btarr who fesl as

resident would like
I believe that there are a great many

he does.

FPerhaps 1t is not too optimistic to believe that there

are as many wvhite Americans ready to practice

democracy as thers are those to cling to thn' old

prejudices.

|'

I had & most interesting time at Campobells,

They are a remarkably fine group of young people
and I believe thelr experience at Caspobelle im going

to bear rich returns on thelr compuses.

o,@ =3 --x.'_—-’

¥¥iamb
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By

August 16, 1941

Dear Mr, White: ’ \

s,
Thank you for your latter shout Dean
lixon. I had seen the erticle sbout the concert
and was 30 glad he made such a prand impressicn,

Vory sincaresly yours,

Mr. Falter White
89 Fifth Avenus
NIC
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August 12,1941
(Dictated Aug, 1, 1941)

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

P
You would have been very proud last even ing to have saen
the results of your graclicus intersst in Dean Dixon,
One of the lergest crowds of the season at the
ewisohn Stadium applauded Mr, Dixon with tremendous
ﬂ‘nth“‘u“a

As for as I could mee not & verson in the crowd of
5,600 left the Btadium even after the concart was
finished, which 1s quite & contrast with the usual
bahavior,

With his characteristic modesty and genercaity Mr.Dixon
attempted several times to get the crehestra ta rise and
accept the applause with him but the orchestra refused
with squal generosity wishing Mr, Dizon to get the
ovation in which they joined. It was & thrilling
occasion which demonstrated once more, that given the
opportunity, we can be human beings and not let
artificial barriers keep us from recognizing geniua,

A dietinguished andisnce was present including David
Sarnoff, Eva Gautier, Carl Var Vechten and others,nany
of whom came back to New York from the country and
vacations to be present.

Here is a clipping from today's Times which I thought
you would like to sese.

o WU

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
Hyde Park
¥ew York

Wi amb
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MEMO FOR
MRS. ROOSEVELT
| THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN.
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(Dletated September 19th)

s i
My dear Mrs., Roosevelt: /

I have come to you on so many occasions with tales
of woe that I em certailn there must be times when you
dread the sight of me. Thet 1s why I em glad on this

ococasion to be able to report gratifying progress towards
betterment of & condition in which improvement you played

g0 major a part.

1 refer to the way in which the Fair Employment
Practice Committee is going about its job. Mr. Ethridge
has plunged in with his characteristic energy, forth-
rightness and coursge. In view of the fact that Barry
Binghem is in the Navy and Herbert Agar 1s devoting
proctically all of his time to the work of the Fight
for Freedom Committee and part in the running of the
Louisville Courier-Journel and several other subsidiary
corporations, mu as been added to Mr. Ethridge's
elready heavy responsibilities there. But one would
think, from the emount of time and thought he is giving
to the Fair Employment Practice Committee, that he had
nothing else to do except that. He and Governor Cramer
have gone to the heads of a number of plants which were
believed to be ademant in their refusal to employ
Negroes and induced changes in employment policles.

The Committee itself is getting well organized and is
assembling a small but very good steff. It is probably
too early to indulge in too much optimism but it can
safely be said that if the Committee continues to work
a3 it has started out doing, remarkable lmprovement in
the matter of employment will follow.

Onoce agein I want to tell you how grateful every
Negro end every member of other minorities which have
been diseriminsted against should be to you, the



——————

#2 - Mrs., Roosevelt 22 September 194l.

President, end liayor LaGuardia.

Ever singerely,

Secretary. #

P.S. - Mayor LaGuardia told me at dinner s year or two ego, at

which you, he end I were speakers, that some day I would
meke a speech saying that a matter was telng handled all
right and that he would then drop dead of heart-feilure.
I hope my enthusiesm for the work of the Falr Employment
Practice Committee won't have this effect on him because
we need him as hiayor of New York for ancther four years.

If you care to tell the Preslident how pleased we are,
I hope you will agree to do an.w
alle

lirs. Eleanor HRoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WwW:CTF



September 27, 1841 |

Forwarded by Mrs.Roosevelt for the
attention of General Osborne

Walter Whitelon subject of commiss ion for Joe Louls
4 - _'_'_'___,..pd-"""



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 26, 19.1.

MEMORANDUM FOR
MRS. ROOSEVELT

I suggest you teke this up
with Fred Osborn. I very much
doubt if Joe Louls has the necessary
eduuatiénal qualificetions to be

a Liﬂutanant in the Army..

N.D R.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SEPT. 23, 1941
: |
MEMO FOR THE PRESIDENT:
This seems to me a good idea
Would you think wilae for me to
tell Walter ﬁhitu to go ahead
with 1t?
E.R.



0O | H

Ootober 2, 1541
Mr. Walter White :

89 Fifth Avenue
Kew York, N.T.
» Ak AL M

Mrs, Roosevelt can see lr. Hllhr and Mr, Wilson at White House
five o'oclock Friday. e il

Malvina Thompson
Secretary to Urs. Roomavelt



TELEGRAM .
The White House
Blashington

32wuK | Trs 7:26 p.u.
NEWYORK, N.Y., Oct. |, 1941

LRS. ELEANOR ROQSEVELT:

JOULD 1T BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO SEE ON FRIDAY OR SATURDAY
OF THIS WEEK LIEUT. HARRY HALLER anND PriIvaTE Jouw I'. LILSON wWHO
HAVE A MOST INTERESTING STORY TO TELL YOU ABOUT THE SHOW THEY HAVE
PUT ON WITH ENLISTED MEN AS A MEANS OF RAISING SOLOIER AND CIVILIAN
MORALE. | FIRST MET LIEuUT. HALLER WHEN HE WAS A STUDENT AT
PRINCETON AND HAVE FOLLOWED HIS WORK ON THE BALTIMORE SUN WITH
KEEN INTEREST. HE IS5 A FINE EXAMPLE OF INTELLIGENT WHITE SOUTHERN
OPINION. YOU CAN COMMUNICATE WITH HIM EITHER DIRECTLY AT THE

CEnNTuRY Hotew, |11 WesT 46 STReeT, New York CiTy, UNTIL THURSDAY

AFTERNOON OR 879 Park AVENUE, FIALTIMORE, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY. He

AND MR, \ILSON wmusT BE BACK AT FT.BraGG, NomrTH CaroLina, Sunpay

NIGHT. 470

WALTER WHITE. / 535
1;1-"{ -

T 'P-T:f’/ " ad-
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TELEGRAM

214UC Tws PD - 3 E&[B ﬁhﬂﬂ ﬁm I
Hushington /

NEW YORK, N.Y., Octoeer 3, 1941

MISS MALVINA C. THOMPSON.

THANKS FOR YOUR TELEGRAM. PLEASE ADVISE Mrs. ROOSEVELT

THAT LIEUTENANT HALLER AND MisTER WILSON WILL BE AT WHITE

House TODAY AT FIVE PH.
WALTER WHITE.

1:05em
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)
: Ootober 81, 1941 - /l"

hﬂ“’hr ﬁi‘h:
Mre. Roosavelt would like to
h-lmmhnnwm'tmﬂuurtm

of the Mational Confsrsnce of Negro Youth.

Yery sincerely yours,

Beoratary to
¥rs. Roomevelt

Mr. Walter White '

Hational Association for Advancesent
of Colorsd Pecpls

69 Fifth aveue

Bew York City



wnowsometts - NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE e g
wris 3 smmeun  ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE ~ ummwum

CHAIRWAM OF THE BOARD
Da. Lowis T. WRiGHT

WICE-PRESIDENTS

Eriw*ﬁ?.':,i‘r’f‘h tryl

s o ses
M

oN. 1= W, jﬂli |

oM, CamoLiME O Day

. A, vToN PowELL
WALD ®misaM VILLARD
ILLias ALLEW WHITE
TREASURER
Many WHITE OvINGTON

Atlants Pr, N, 0. MeFharsen
Eugsns M. Marila
Haltlmors Carl Murphy

Blrmingham Ale  Dr B W, Taggsri
Charloslon, W.Va. T. 0. Nutter
Tlirsge Eari B, Digkersos
Claveland Flen, l:lrr{ B, Davis
1= Peacl Mitohall
Deem Molnss, Tn B. Jos Drown
Thedradt Loula C, Blount
Walla Willage, Conn. D, Willlam Allan Hallson

D bseni, M. ¥ Major Robart E. Tremas
Los Angelrs Thomas L. Qrifith, Ir.
Hewnrk, N.J. fireca B, Fendsrsan
Hew York Lilllan A, Alagandsr
Dr, Allas Enlght Ohalmars
Marion Cuthbert
Mubsert T. Delany
Do . Faleonar
5‘: i 8. Ounnell
Birgfofa 8 e satmee
g T
D tarbert 1 Lahmes
D, O, Clay Mezwall
Mary Wh.ﬁl vinglan
Hos. Chariss Paleitd
A, PEIE Rs 15
Rev, Jucnsa H. Rol
Cal. Theodors lossarsll
Arthur I Spingern
Mea, Charlsa B Tonsy
o, 18 T, Wrightl
Diklahona ClEy Aosses Dun]er
Feehakill, §. ¥, Alfred Baker Lewis
Philladelplils Isadors Mariln
Piitabargh, Fa. Homer B Brown
Riehmand, Ve Dr. W, L anscme
&, Loala Hidmsy R Tedmond
Tallsdegn, Ala.  Reov, Jossph W, Nigholsas
Topeku, Hans, Han. Arthur Cappar
W nahilnglon willlam H. Mestls

Trr, Charbed H. Thom)
Dr. Elleabell Tatss Wabl

HATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTER
wWilllam 1, Hastle, Washlngion, Chalrman

Allants &, T, Walden
Harkaley, Caill, Waltar & Oerdon
Moston Irwlg T, Dareh
Chnrleston,W. Ve, T.0. Nullar

=5 0. Malllsan
w Eaward 0. Morris
Frie, Pa. Willlsm F. kg
Jurksanville 8, b, MeOil
Las Angslas Thomas L. OriMih, Jr.
Lomlaville Charles W, Andarsn
Madison, Wil Lioyd Qarrissn

New Tork Huberi T Dalany
Htﬁ% Ernal
BN Chems
T
Charles H, Bludin
Phlladelphis Franals Niddis
Flitsburgh Hsimer B Brows
Talsdn, Dala -'l'_il. %ﬂp i
Washlmgian Charles i, Heusion
W Miing. r.

Wilmisgten, Dsl. Lowls L. Redding

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
TELEFHONE! ALgoNgUIN 4-3B31

- Official Organ: The Crisis

THUEGOOD MARSHALL
WiLLiaW PiceEns

DIRECTOR
Daisy E LAMPEIN
E FeEoERic M

“‘Ii:n ABLOTTE B CRump

‘Q‘mul £ JokEs, Jm.

liovenber
5th
1941 N

Uy deasr lirs. -ioosevelt:

lere ure the resplutions passed at the
HeneitsGaPe Student Conference held st Hempton
Institute Uctober 3l--liovenber 2. 1 wish you
could huve been thers. i/e hed scne thirty-Tour
colleges represented. Ten students cume from
Swarthmore Gollege, to which, emazingly enough,
liegroes sre not admitted despite 1ts being a
Lueker school. i

One of the most gratifying things in con-

nection with the conference wus that ithe delegates,

without exception, were level-hemded, thoughtful
persons who looked at the problem of race from the
broad angle of denocracy itself.
the usual "lunetie fringe".

vhen you can get to it I would like very
much to have your reaction to the resclutions.

Jvak\sincer 1Y,
| -: SR
S VN | PN o S

oBCrataly .

Lrs. wleanor .icosevelt
Te white liouse
Weshington, L. C.

Wi CIF

AESISTANMT SLCALTARY
EDITOR, THE CAisia
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There wes none of



November 12, 1941

My dear lr. Thite:

Mrs. Hoosevelt has aaked me to
thank you for your letter of November B
snolosing copies of the resolutions pussed
at the N.A.A.C.P. Student Conference held
at Hampton Institute.

‘Mre. Roosevelt ls flad to know
that thes oconference was sc successful and
appreclates your courtesy in sending her
the resolutions.

Yoery slnoerely yours,

Seoretary to
Mrs. Hoosevelt

Mr. Malter White, Secretary

Hatlional Asspcistion [or the
Advancament of Colored People

68 Fifth Avenue

Hew York, New York

PLF/HY



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR T:IT ADVANCEIZNT OF COLORED PROPLE

RTPORT OF RMLOLUTIONS COLIIITTEE
TIORD AMNUAL STULENT YOUTH CONFEREICE
Hanpton Institute
Hempton, Virginia
lovenber i, 19841
STATFIIEINT OF PURPOSE

We, the members of the third annual student conference of the

Mational Associstion for the Advun;umﬂnt of Colored Yeople, including
delegates from thirty colleges both white and Negro, neeting as we are in
a most crucial perlod of the world's histnfﬁ, recognize tne urgent necess-
ity for the development of & well-trained group of young leaders to neet
the present world erisis and to assune leadership in the coniayg soclsl
reconstruction.

e recognize s Negro youth that because of our traditionally
insecure position in the operations of democrscy, upon us falls the com-
pelling responsihility of developing u concrete statcnent of purposze pnd a
progran of action which will close the gap betueen the exlsting theories
and the ectual proctices of dﬂmnﬁraoy.

we ocall attention of sll imericans to the irony of our position uas
American ecitizens to be conpelled to fig.t for the rig:t to fignt for dem-
DCTACY.

we are convinced that the reilure to extend democratic rignts and
privileges to any group in the commnity, eitier through indifference or de-
liberate intent, opens the war to tlie destruction of demoecratliec rights for sll.

‘Ye take cognl.ence of the new enviroment forced upon us by the present
war erisis. e recognize that the instruent of war is no final solution to
the preasing problens facing the world today, and pledge ourselves to work
for the building of a demnocratic and securc world soclety in whlech war es

an institution ;8¢ no place. To realize this objective we place ourselves




-l
in the wanpusrd for the winain; of social andl economic Justice, not anly for

Negroes but for sll underpriviliged grnuﬁs and ninorities.

CIVIL LIBERTIES
We reiterate that no individusl is isolated and that tie eivil

rights of one are the civil rights of ell. e feel t.at our herd-won
livertiss should not be sscrificed under tue guise of wur hreterlas and
urge the guaranteelng and extenzion of such rigihts to sll people.

We members of I A.A.C.P. student chapters feel the need t? educate
ourselves more fully upén thie nature and extent of our cungtitutiunal
guarsntees, with a view toward carrylin. this informotion into our com unlties,
We therefore recommend such concrete objectives as:

(1) oOrgunization of discussion and forum groups under
trained leadership on our respective cannuscs;

(2) The deputizing of students to go into the cauunity
and carry on o program of educntion on these laoues;

(3) Cooperation of lI.A.A.C.P. student chapters with ot.er.
groups in the comnunities who sre figatling for the ex-
tension of civil rights and liberties.

FOLL TAX _

We condemn the poll tax becsuse 1t excludes 79% of the edult pop-
ulation, both llegro and white, of eight soutiiern states from narticlipeting
in the elementery democratic process of votlng and because it denles to
these citizens & volce in the affairs of their sfata and local bodies or
of the nation as s whole; because through tne msintennnce of the poll tex,
Gongreaaﬁnnal representatives from the southern states are able to gein a
dis-praﬁhrtinnata influence in vongress and to block or delay soclial and
labor legislation designed to ald the underpriviliped section of the citizenry.
We realize that the elimination of the poll tax and the wider participation
of Negroes and poor white cltizens iﬁ the politicel life of the aouth would

bring about unprecedented changer and help to provide a frontal attack on the

socisl and economic leg of this sectlion behind the rest df the country; thet

the ebolition of tlie poll tax is a prerequisite for the estsblishuent of




equal rights and opportunities for segroicitizens in the South,.
/e therefore recorviend;

(1) Initiation of an Anti-Poll tex by W.A.A.C.P. Student
Chapters on college cemnpuces and comwnities, in co-
cperation with otlier student and sdult ;roups, tiut
the agitetlion ageinst the poll-tex include foruus and
discussionsa, and. daiand formtional snti-poll tex
legislation.

(2) | That we write our citizens in our respective comunities
wiiere tiie poll tax is in efl'cot to pay sucii toxea as a
means of exercising tholr ripght to vote and dewaant lag-
islative 'epeal of the tax;

(3) That we write our reapective Congressren urging them to
aign tlie petition to bring tie Geyer Anti-Poll tax 5ill
out of comiittee nnd place it befor: Con Tress;

(4) That we inquire into the work ,of tie uoutiern .lectorsl
Reform Leajpue with & view towhrd grester cooperation
with tielir objective to arouse interest in tie anti-poll
tax movenent througliout- the south. That the lssue be
drametized throuph wearing of teps, buttona and through
otiter more lmaginative methods,

WHITE PRIMARY

e approve the fight against the white primery in the south -and
pledge ourselves to educete ourselves, our fellow-atudents,-.and our corrmnities
to the nature of the white primary and its actual erfoct upon the rigiht to

choose candidantes in southern stetes.

SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATTON

{1) Action to meet the problem of disorimination end segregation is
the personal concern of each individusl nember of the N.,A.A.C.P. Ile recomiend
in every situstion where there is & possibility of cbtaining sympathy end
support, that the individual teske personal responaibility for bringin; in-
cidents of discrimination into the open. ‘e endorse the contlinuance of
clvil sultas where there are flagraut violations of the equal righta of
citizens, and urge thet we individuslly scquoint ourselves with the various
laws of our several states affecting segregstion policies and civil rignts

with a view tomard seeking redress in the courts wiherever possible.

(2) wWe call upon our white Tellow students snd sll imericens to



el
Join with us in the hreamking down of segregation and diserininstory policies
by continued prnt;st against these practicea bhoth to those individusls and
groups immediately responsible for the practices and to those officlals resp-
onsible for the enforceuent of such policles hyfzgzing of inclusion of study
of Wegro 1life and hilstory in their college curriculs; by the reading of degro
newspepers and magazlnes to kéep abreaot of those aapects of the problen

ignored by the nntiunal*ﬁ:ﬁha, and by the incressed developuent of inter-

racial student conferences in all sections of the country.

COOPERATION WITH OTER MINORITIES
Wa recognize the basic similority of tlhe problems of all minority

groupes and, therefore, seek grester cooperstion smong those groups with a
view towsrd & more intelligent understanding of these problens us a wnole,
and for a unified atteck upon tie denisl of rirhts to minorities in our
country.
ANTI=-SEMITISM

e thoroughly condemn the incidence o anti-Semitism in our own ranss
and seek to bring ebout a gredtsr appreciation for the contributions of Jews

in all fields of human endeavor to help destroy such lneiplent prejudice.

S IARECROTTLERS

Since so large a proportion of Negro agricultural worcers are share-
croppers and migratory workers, condemned to s life of insecurity, slow
starvation, 111 health nnd exelusion from t.e demoecratic procesa, by the
breeking down of the southern agricultursl system, we pledpe ourselves to the
inclusion of the study of this problen in our progren during the present school
year, and favor the participetion of all NW,A.A.C.P. studert cnepters and other

student groups in annusl Hatignal sharecrorpers week.

LABOR EDUCATION

As gtudents who are members of a minority group the overwhelming pro-

portion of wiose numbers are wage workers, we identify our intereats with the

T —— -
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cause of labor and consider tlie asins and objectives of the labor nocveneut
s subject for competent study.

1@ favor specific amction on tue part of Studeut G.upters to secure
the inclusion of labor education in our colle e cirricula, snd arsuue the
tesk of interpreting the role of lsbor unions to the Wepgro comnunity with
the purpose of gaining sympathy and support by Negroes lor lahbor's in our

current national life.

LAROR UNIONS |

(1) ‘'fe conceive of Pfree labor unions snd an lmportaast instrunent Tor
the expression of dehnoeracy. je renfTims our support of domocratic labor
unionism without respeet to race, color or cresd and oppose any Love in the
direction of veting under tie gulse of the present national erisis to curtail
rig.ts pained by labor unions. 4

{2) While recognizing tie principle of the right to organizetion and
getlon on the part of worders tn Secure 8 Lore equitnble distribution of our
nationnl weanlth, we nevertheless deplore tie outri, .t exclusion,segregation
and discrimination practiced by certalin .uierican rederation of Labor Unlons
and Railway Brotiernoods, through constitutional provisions, ritual or
minipulation of preferred employrient lista. e condenn these policies as
rnort sighted and dangerous for lobor itself, opening the way for tne de-
struction of labor's rignts as a whole. ‘le urge tlhot tiila conference liiplore
tne executive couneil of the american rederation of “mbor to zet up a cnmmittaﬁ
to desl with tlie prohlems of race relations within its own ranks.

{3) e deplore the existence of segregated loenls in the trade union
movement, and seek tie ultinete inteiiration of degro workers and white workers
inte single unions. As an answer to those sceptics whe contend taat 1t is
not feasible to orgonize black and white worgers 1nto the saue loeals in
soutiern comunities, we polnt to tne successful experience in tie Unlted

liine Workers of America wiere “egro aud white unionists work toget:ner in the
l,n' "

game unions without conflict and to thelr riutusl sdvantage, ‘e also point

T —
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cut the experlence o' the Southern Tenant Fformers Union in briaging lepro
and white sharecropners and fara tenaunts topetuer Githcut regard to race
or color,
‘There sepregatod locels already exist, we favor thne coordinstion
of unlon officlels of both locals, the representation of iepro unicnists
on all central bodles and city-wide union councils, and we deem it the
responsibllity of these Negro unionists to work for the integration of llegro
workers intc their trade unlons and tice brenxing down of roaclal harriers with-
in'the un;ona..
(4) We heartily &ndurgh the policy of completec intepgration of all
workers into the union membership and its progrem is exemplified by C.I.O.
unions and the Intarnatiuq$l Ladlos Cerment ‘orkers Union, A.F., of L. and
we urge fullest particips tion of the Hegro nembership” in the affairs of
Selr uniona, to becons nﬁra effective union worgers, to develop llegro labor
leadership and to treak down undesirable recisl attitudes on tie part of

white workers.
(5) Weo urge that no trode union he awarded closed slop a;reouent by

tis Federal lMedistion Boerd if such union discriminstes a;ninst worxers be=

cause of race, color, or creed,
(8) wWe implore the :hir'EMpluyuent Practiees lioard to use its full
powers to epply =sanctions against labor unions wilo practice diserimination

with regard to race, color or creed,

:TGRO YOUTH AND URFENSE

We nave found the attitudes toward Heproves in the ermned forcea rang-

ing from complete segregation of “egroes and whites to an earnest attempt st
complete enquallty through mutusl understanding. Hepgroes Lave heen e xcluded
from the alr corps and navy, and in the army tihere sre frequontly senarate
recr:ation facllitiea for the wilite and black men. In placens wiere there is

no rigid segregation tiere ia opt to Lo dofinite disupnroval of fraterniza-

tion of c¢olored and white men, and too often there is prejudice egainst we.ro
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applicants for officer trainini; schools,.

e condenn the poliey of the esrned forees in spresding to peoples
|

from hitherto tolerant parts of the colintlly the diseriminating practices pe-
cullar to tie south, ‘e wssert tidt there is no plece for' tiis inequality
anong citizens of a nation strugpling to 1aiutaln equality for tle penblea

of all natlons. /e think that the mnmixing of Hegroes sud wiltes in tne srmed
forces 1s an unparalleled opportunity fdr bringing liegro prﬁblams to the fore,
and we seriously urge the sdoption of the following lines o action towarids
sugcess in schieving this zoal:

(1) Ccontinued opposition to discriminetion apeinst .cgroes in every
phate of defense, by protests to legislators snd to suech govern-
‘ ment reprrseintatives as officials »t induetion centers, and by
8 nareh on VWashington.

(2) Plauned integration of Hegro groups in national defense,

(3) Protests against such isolated incidents of plysicsl violence
but only such inecidents as have & @enersl significance. Such
protests siould be preceeded by cereful investipgation and pre-
gented with tuis broader signifiecance in nind.

{4) A progrem for the improvement of tihie morsle of tie arued rorces.
Colleges near army comps are urged to sue their campuas Tacili-
ties to the grestest possihle extent.

(6§) A slucere pledge to take full advantage oi present opportunities
for destroying racisl barriers during the present enerpe:ncy.

(6) Approval of the work of the larech on 'nshington Comnittes and tie
appenl that tils Conmittee continue its wors with tie express
purpcse of securding; from tie President of the United Stetes a
statenent with rospeet to llegroes in the smed forcea of our
country.

:mréna YOUTH AS A COHSWMER

x‘j (1) 'e are aware of tlie economic power of the lexro a3 & conswer and
fé;;; tile use of this power through nrgnniiad efforte to reise the peneral
level of the entire group. .e recommend tihe orgenization of this power to
secure jobs througl hoycotts, especlolly of stores wiiich sre prinmarily
supported by llegroes, but oppose the use ol thiese movenents to foster rnciasl
nationalism,

(2) We recomnend tiae development of stulent cooperativea on the
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various college campuses.
.[3) wWe urge the gstablisiment of courses in consuner problems on
gampuses wiere non-existeut, and tih: texing of such courses wiere they
are now offered.

(4) We sug:;est tlie use of our aconomic training to reise living
standards ns a wicle in tie gommunity, and ur. e the formmtion of soclal
service projects tnrough student deputizetion to help cow.unlty fanilies
orcenize and make effective use of thelir incones.

(§) e favor t.e wider study of producers', consumers', and self-
4elp cooperatives ss a partial attack on the complicated problen of gconomic
security.

(6) We recomuend the wildest posaible use of govermiental agencles
to obtain informetion on consuner problens, living steuderds, and intelligent

use of lncone.

POST AR RECONSTRUCTION

(1) e recommend a policy of intelligent opportunisn to break down
gll barrisrs agaianst Heyro woriers and prnrasgionula during the present
national crisis, so as to insure tue entrenchment of wegroes in all phasea
of national 1ife in the coming post-war reconatruction.

{2) We recounend thet tiis conference urge the resident of the
United Stetes to appoiuat iegro menbers to all national post-war planning
boards and commissions in order to secure fullest consideration for vie role
of Negroes in the post-war reconstruction.

(3) We urge our liegro leaders to devote soue tine to planned think-
ing through the post-war problens facing our veneration and to formulate a

plen of mction to meet theae rroblems.,

VOCATIONAL GUIDAHNCE AND TRAINING

{1) We emphasize the need for a progranm of selentific vocatlonal
the
guidance and the bringing of/ results of such a progran to college canpuses.
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We suggest n re-orlentation of Hegro youth with reference to job training;
tiet jobs be considered from the polnt of view of tlhe EEtitudﬂ and abllities
of the student rather than for their prestige welue; thet legro ycutﬂ in-
quire inta those fields of tr;ininm not now bhinu pursued by members of the
ilegro group with e view townrd entry into such fields.

{2) We fesl n particular obligstion devolving upon us to stimulate
interest among young Negroes for tle present wvocatloml trﬂinin% progsran in
national defense indusntries. H; recognize thot unless our young people re=
celve treining now and are prepared to meet such opportunities ss are opeined
to them in defense industries,we will be completely frozen out of the imi-
ustrial lile of the nation when our econcny 1s transferred baeck to peace-tine
industry. e therefore urge tist student chepters make specisl efr'orts to
acquaint the Hegro comaunity with the nature of thesoe training courses; that
they work for the securing of inforusition of and t..e settlug up of such courses
in communitles wnere they do not now exist, and the reglstration and attend-
ance of Negro students in courses which are now gvailable.

(3) To lmplement our efforts, we sugﬁeat utilizetion of mll govern=-
mental agenciea for information, guidance and cooperatlion, particularly the

Nationel Youth Administration, the United States Office of Ilducatlion and the

Negro Imployment end Tralninpg Divislon of OPM.

NFGRO YOUTH AND EDUCATION
(1) While recognizing the problem of diseriminstion in education is

not peculiar to Hegro students alone, we condemn the flagrant abuses and limi-
tetlons imposed upon the NHegro in this fleld. Ve sre opposed first to such
political interference with educetion as the recent action of Governor Gene
Talmadge of Georgle; secondly, to the meintenance of separate sclicols for
Negroes in 17 states and the District of Columbia; and finally to the
necessity for the forced migration of degro students in search of opportunity

in education.

(2) We feel that lHegroes siwoulu not avold or run away Trom this

— AR
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diserimination. All legal rights to eqyual educatiop in the large universities-

afid graduate schools of the sSouth sliould be expluifad in en nttenpt to win
the admiaainn of Negro gtude.ts to white universities and to assure equal
facllitiea for existing Hepgro pgraduste schools, e find the burden of
separate schools heavy in & section of the cnuftry lesst able to bear this
burden, and the system unfeir whiech farcﬂeﬁigizzgi for higher educetion
outside their state. 'Je therefore urge tiiat more i[egro students continue
to mexe applicetion for sdmisslon to all Soutiern universities ond to seex
discuassion with white college students of the South on tals issue,

(3) We further urge the iuportance of aspecialized training for Jdegro
youtli; and re-emphalse the need for sclentific vocational treining in order
to agssure a wide chiolee of vocatliona and the developnent of particular
aptitudes.

(4) We invite the nelp of white students in esking for federal aid
to education eand in demanding the improvenent of those socisl and economic
ccnditioﬁs which 8till mece for insdeguate racilities, leck of schools in
rural areas, poorly-treined teachers, snd unequal salaries, cirricului un-
fitted to needs, poor attendance, average !ind retarded pupils and pupil
mortality.

(§) Finslly, we urge H.A.A.C.P. Student Chapters to initiste conr-
erences with other Hegro and white student groups on the question of iegro

Youth in Educetion, and pledgs our support of such meetings,

ADVISCORY COMMOTTEE
We urige a restatement of the duties of the Advisory Committee to
our Student Conference so that tlie Committee be sctivised in planning more

concretely the translation of this program into ection.

LEADERSHIT TRAINING COURSE .

Our observation of other fouth groups is thet tlere is s prowing

interest in the development of leadership trelning coursrs to carry out ndre

effectively the policiea of tleir orgsnizations, we strongly urge that
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provision be wede by the latiounal Office of the H.A.A.C.P. for a youth
laﬂdarahip trainir}g institute to be carried on sometine durln; tihe next

sumer or early fall.

VOTE 07 APPRECIATION
“je tender a vote of apprecistion to the 1.A.A.C.P. Student Chapter

of dsmpton Institute, to the studunts, feoulty and starl of --ampton, to
our student officers and advisory Comittee of this Confereince, to the
speakers and the “ational O0ffice Stafl of the .A.~.C.P. for their splendid

and untiring work in meking poseible this Conference.

QDELL WALLTR CASE

Vle fully endorse the erfforts of the \lorkers lefense League, in
cooperation with the N,A.A.C.P., the Brotheriood of Sleepliy Cnr Porters
and other Organizations, to save the life of 0Odell .aller, young legro
sharecropper sentenced to die Tor the self-defense killing of hls white
landlord in uretna, Ve. e believe the speedy convietion of young Waller
by en sll-white poll tax Jury to be a denial of tie rignt to triasl by a
jury of iieller's peers, and we seek to make possible o reverssl of the de-
elsion of the Virginis Supreme Court in upholding Jaller's defense senteucs.

‘e pledge our efforts to support the VWDL's fight to save .nller's
life through a writ of hsbeas corpus to the Virpglnis State Suprens Court,
end a request for reviaw by the United Stetes Suprenie Court 1f this effort
falls.

‘e tllerefore call upon this Coaference to wrise to Uoveraor Jaues l.
Price of Virginia, urging tiet he grant young ‘laller a stay of execution to
permit these further appeals of his case.

‘le furthermore pledge ourselves to rally support in our camunitles
after thie Couference in the following ways:

(1) Iducation: emplhasizing tne defense of udell yaller, toputier with

8 bac ound of sliarecropper exploitetion, and poll-tux dis-

erimination: through
{a) " study groups
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h; nass ncetings

o) publicity in colle;e and comunity press

+ {d) privete conversation

(2) Pressure: in sll theea setivities wa will endenvor tie obtain
etiers to be sent to Uovernor !knes !, Price, ut itiehnond,

(3) Munds: ‘Je will raise & pledged sum in our corvmnity withh wihieh
to derry on the duefense, by:
() setting sside funds from our orgonizetion.
(L) collections at ueetings.
(c) wuse of collection sheets wiich individually explain
tne cage, L
(d) fund reising uffairs.

Our concern is strongly felt., ‘Je, as individusls, will work personally

b

to ecarry througa this hfugrﬂm. e will wors to sae that our I, A.\.C.F,
gtudent caspter brings tie issue to tiec enti;n canpusE . e hill endaavar

to brine the Jaller cese nad t.ie issues it representa to the attention of
Lvae entire comrunity wiewre the college is locuted. In thin co.uretion we
will work to obtain the support of Luinisters, fraternal,labor and othier
civic lenders, aad see tuat tie Leetings of these orgealzations are supplied
with student or otiher speskers so that tuey may taike action to =ave llaller,

le dedicute ourselves to tie tesi: or seelinp tuis fssue fought turough

to victory -- Justice for 0dell ‘faller, freedom of all to vote,

Wik bt
The above progren of" action was adopted unaniuously by the delepgates
of the Third Annusl Student Conference o tie deiaAUP, 8t their business

session, on Sunday morning, dovemher 2, 1941,

ittt b
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UEL0 FOR GRACE TULLY:
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Mrs. Roosevelt would like the attached
letter brought to the attention of the President.

, AT




Hovember 25, 1041

Uy dear Mr. White;

lrs. Roosevelt has asked me to
thank you for your letter of November 1§
and to say that she will be glad to bring
FPearl Buck's letter to the attention of the
Presldent.

Very sinceraly yours,

Seoretary to
lrs. Rocsavelt

lr. Walter White, Georetary

Hational Asscoistion for the
Advancsment of Colored People

68 Fifth Avenue

New York, Mew York

PLF/HY
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November 19, 1941

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Pearin: that you may not have asen
1t, I am sending you Pearl Buck's mapgniflcent
letter in the Times of November 15.

Will you be good enough to show this
to the Presldent? |

FEver a}nceral%,

\ i [i 2
- A k3 P s

el GRS SO

v
hde

Secretary

LR

¥rs, Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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Deosmber 5, 1841

Dear Mr. White:

‘{Hr. Enoc Px Saters tells me
that he has Uies Filla B, Brown
for the awn year, because
of tha Test she has oreated in aviation,

- 1 know about Miss Brown and hope
her name will be given consideration.

Yery sincersly yours,




NATIONAL AIRMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
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Mrs., Frunklin D. Hoosevelt
The White House %ﬁ.t \-
Washington, D.C. CA
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Dear Mrs. Roosavelt= ;

I bave nominated Miss Willa B. Brown for the Epingarn award
and would appreclate your writing a letteor of endorsement of
oy nomination to the Natleonal Assoclation for the Advancement
of Colored People, 69 Fiftleth Avenue, New York City.

The Epingern eward is presented mnnually by the N.A.A.C.P. to
the person felt to have made the greatest contribution to the
Negro race. Laat year it wae presented to Richard Wright for
hip novel "Native Son". iy

Misg Brown, &s you kmow, ls responslble for the present lnterest
of Negroes in aviation, moro than any other eingle individual.
She was one of the founders of the Natlonal Alrmen's Asscclation
of Amerlica; is at the present time CAL coordinmator of two units
of the Civilian Pilot Training Program in Chicago; ia head of
the aviation department, Wendell Phillips High Bchool; and has
devaloped and directs the largest privately owned Negre avla-
tion school in the country--the Coffey Echool of Asronautics.
In additicn, at the regquest of the U. 8., Government, it wes

ghe who conducted a speclial pllet tralning program deslgned to
prove that the Negro can abacrb intensive mercnautical tralning.
An a result of this experiment Negroes were edmitted into the

U. 8. Army Air Corps through the establishment of the 99th
Pursult Squadron, though on a separate basls instead of com-
Plete integration for which Miss Brown has been fighting.

To the Negro race Mips Brown 1s a plonesr in the field of avia-
tion, and she means to her group of people what the late Amella
Barhart meant to the world in general, and on the strength of
her work I feel her & worthy candldete for the honor. If you
agra:k;ith ma won't you get a letter of endorsement in within
a wa

EMM/l)g
Bulletin enclossd

EPONSOR OF TWO UNITS OF THE CIVILIAN PILOT TRAINING PROGRAM

=5 =



Who's
Whoe in
Aviativn

AL DROWN

Personal History

Born (lasgow, Kentucky, January 22, 1906
paughter of Rev, and Mrs. Erie B, Brown

Educational Qualifications

Attended slementary schools in Indianapolis, Indiana and
Terres Haute, Indiana, graduating from Sarah Soott Junior High
Sohool, 1920 ==a== Wiley High School, Terre Haute, Indiana,
1923 =-=== Indians State Teachers Collegs, A.B. degres, 1927
ee=== Pursusd courses lsading to M,A, degres in Business Ad-
ministration, Northwestern University, 193=37 -=-== Master
Meohanle's certificate, Aeronsutiesl University (Chlocage),
1935 ===== Private pilot's certificate, 1537 =ea== Limited
Commeroial pilot's certifiocats, 1939 =--== CAA Ground Bohool
Instructor's rating, 1540,




Acocmplishments

Hend of Commercial Department, Hoosevelt High School, Oary '
Indiena, 1927=32 -=-== Boorstary to Clara Paul Palge, Directer
of Chicago Relief Administration, 1932-33% -==-= Sooial Service
Worker, Cook Counky Bureau of Public Welfare, 1933 =e===
Cashier, Walgreen Drug Company, 1933-35 ~--== Clerk-stsno-

apher, U.8. Department of Immligration and Naturalizatiom,
Federal civil sorvice), 1936 ----- Clerk-typist, U.S5. Post
Office Department, (Federal olvil service), 1936=37 ---==
Sescretary-laboratory asaistant to Dr, Jullan H. Lewis, Depart-
ment of Pathology, The University of Chiocapgo, 1537=38 ==se=
Secretary-recgeptionist to Dr. Theodore XK. Lawless, Dermatolo=
glat, 1938-39 =-=== Secretary to Horuce R. Cayton, Director,
WPA Soolologloal Study of the Negro in Chiocago, 1939 se=e=
Fournded with Cornelius R. Coffey and Enoc P. Waters, Jr., the
Hational Adrmen's Asscolation of Amarica, 19390 ===a= Launched
fight for partioipatlon of Hegroes in Civilian Pllot Training
Program and for integration of Negroes into the United States
Army Alr Corps, 1939 ===== Elascted national secretary, Ha-
tional Alrmen's Assoolntlon of Amerion, 19399 ===== Tancher of
aviation subjeots, WPA Adult Education Program, 1930=40 ===
Organized the Coffey School of Aeromautios, 1 sas=s Qo=
lected by U.8. Army Air Corps and Civil Aeronautlos Adminis-
tration to conduct experiment for admission of Negroes to the
U.,8. Army Adir Corps, l‘ﬂm ===== CAL OGround School Instructer,
1940 we=== Clerk-typiat, Illinois State Unemployment Compensa=
ticn (S5tate oivil service), 1940 ---=- Director, Coffey School
of Aeronautics, 1540=ljl ===== Aviation Mechanic's Instructor,
Chiocago Board of Eduoation, 1940=lil ----- Bleoted president,
Plonser (Chicago) branch of the Hational Airmen's Assooiation
of America, 1 =s=== Elocted vice-president, Aeronautioal
Assoolation of Negro Schools, 1941,




Recognition

Interviewed by Chicago Tribune, 1937, LO, L1 =--== Cited by
Negro press for contribution to aviation, 1936=ljl ==e== Se&=
lected by Loulsville Delender me pguest of honor at annual
Cooking School promotion, 1939 ----- Seleoctad by Chicago City
Wide Forum as cne of ten persons making preatest contribution
to the Negro race, 1939 =----= Interviewed by Time magazine,
1939 ==-== Cited in Who's Who in Aviation, 1500 =---- Awarded
trophy by Bachelor-Benedicts Club in recognition of achieve=
ments in aviaticn, 1940 ==c== Selected by Civil Aeronautios
Administration to set up ard conduet eviation exhibitlon at
Amorican Negro Exposition, 1940 =<-== Appointed to stage air
shows during aviation conferences of the National Airmen's
Assooiation of Americs, 1939-L0-lj] ----- Zaleotoed by Committos
of One Hundred as ons of the "honored six" Nogroes, 194l =-a==
Agked by Superintendent of Chicapo Public 3Schoole to design
aviation shops for new voostionnl school, 1541,

In nddition, Miss Brown has been recopnised by tho Civlil Aoro-
nautios Administration as the outstanding authority om the
Negro in aviation; has been msked to eppsar before pumesrous
groups of various matures in Chicago, and more than a hundred
other oities throughout the United States as well as partioci-
pating in soveral radio broadeaste in the South and in the
middle West. .

-
£

Significant Contribution tq Aviation

Mizs Brown has been responsible, more than any other one in=
dividual, for the popularization of aviation among the Negro
magses. As a result of hor successful fight for the inclusion
of Negroes in the Civilian Pilot Troining Program eight col='
logos and two private flying schools ere today training hune-
dreds of Negroes to fly at governmont oxponse,

"




§

Baonuse of the succsssful outooms of the experiment which she
oonduoted at the rogquest of the United States Army Alr Corpe
and the Civil Aeromsutios Admindstration the 99th Pursuit
Squardron was established in 19,1, The 99th Pursuit Squadren,
however, ddes not represent the ideal for which she was fight-
ing. 8he f{s still ocampaigning for the complete integration of
Negroes into the U,8, Army Air Corps without regard to race,.
What progress has been made, however, along these lines can be
attributed principally to her organizational ability and her
dogged determination, \

{

It has been largely through her efforts that Negro flyors
throughout the country have been welded into an effeotive unit,
and she partloipated in the organieation of Negro private
flying schoolas and colleges which heve to do with the more=
nautical training of Nogroes, 8he has mlso represcnted the
Negro race through membership in such national aviation assc=
olations as the Women Flyers of America, and the National
Aviation Training Assocolation,

(ne of the most inapirational figures in the field of Negro
aviation today, Miss Brown has been either direotly or ine
direotly responsible for the training and plaocing of seversl
Negro aviation instruotors and mechanics; she likewise has
inspired hundreds of young people to seleot aviation as a
oAresr,

Miss Willa B, Brown is the only Negro woman presently maldng
& career of aviatlon, and as director of the Coffey Bohool of
Aeronautios ls one of the Negro race's outstanding business
women, administering federal contracts walued at from $60,-
000,00 to §100,000,00 aonuslly, thereby giving employment in
& nmew avenus of endeavor to approximately thirty persons who
are skllled in aviation cooupations.

==National Adrmen's Asscolation of Amerioca
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