


Muy 20, 1937 f

b

"y dear Hr. Wilkinag

I sm efraid thet 1t 13 not goling
to be nopsitle for me to speck during the
annutl eonfersance of your 1; celation in
Detroit, <o that will be & vory busy tise
for me, My son 12 to be murried on the 30th
of June asd oy zother-in-law .nd younge.t scn
sn'. on July 3, so that I suzt hbe here.

Wien miny regretas, I a=

Very sinceraly yours,

Mr.Roy Wilkins
N.A.A. C.P,
£9 Fifth Ave,
NYC
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May 18, 1937

Urs., Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Wﬂ-&hington, D.C.

Uy dear lirs. Roosevelt:

last summer when Lir. Walter White wrote Jou inviting you to
speak at one of the sessions of the 25th mmuel confarence of
the Haticpal Associamtion for the Advancecent of Colored Faople
in Detroit, Mich., June 29 = July 4, ¥You replied that you would
be glad to speak if it could be arrenged.

We hesitated to write you in any greeter detail until we could
know with mare certainty about cur program. low we have the
information, and we will be greetly honored if your schedule
Will permit you to speak to & mass meeting of our delegates and
Detroit citizens on Tuesday night, June £&, or Friday night,
July 2, or Sunday afterncon, July 4.

The June 20 meeting will be the opening mass meeting .of the con-
%unua. i

Ihe July 2 meeting will be the cccmsion of the ﬂ:rdme; of the
23rd Spiogarn isdal given amuelly to the Ameri THegro adjudged
to have mde the most distinguished achievement for his rece,
You will be interested to know, I am gure, that the award this
year has been made by the camittee to o, lihite, our secretary,
for his efforts in behalf of legislation desigmed to gecura the
constitutional rights and privileges due the people of his race.

The July 4 meeting, Sunday afterncon, will be the closing mass
meeting of the confersnce,

If youw schedule will permit you to spesk on any one of these dates,
We cen assure you et you will have & receptive sudience not on-
ly in Detroit, but wherever colored Americens and their friends

are gathered together, for this annual conference of the N,A.4.0.P.

28th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, DETROIT, MICH., JUNE 29th - JULY 4th, 1937
ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORK
Have You Written Your Senators and Cnn;rmn Urging Support of the Federal Anti-Lynching Bill?



Mrs. hoosevelt
May 17, 1837°
PE. 2

is generally conceded to be the moet significent gathering of colored
reople in the United Statea,

lr. White asks me to say to you that this metter of your addressing our
conference was one of the items he wished to discuss with you when he
Wrote last week asking for a conference. I do not need to tell you t

all of us in the asscciation hope very much that it will be .ossible |
for you to be witi us in Letroit.

Very sincerely yours,’

7%2%«'..: e

ant Secretary,
HY:DW Heda Ao C. P,

-

. ‘.';Jﬂu'."wﬂrww.mlﬂ-rh.'



April 14, 1938 .’

My deur Mr., wilkina:

- I un doing all I can abo.t the
mattor of the Nationel Training School for
Girla, but, of course, I do not know what
thoe outeous will be. I do hope the sehool
can be naintainod.

Vory sincerely yours,

M, oy LWilkdns
Hut. ssa'n. for the .dv. of Onl, Poonls
€9 -~ Gt 12

’ : i

i L T g YR, G 4
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Charisston, W,Va. T, 0. Huttar ; Mrs. ¥renklin D. Roosevalt o
e R e The White House
Le i L i
Lmﬁﬂmﬁﬁ: Washinpton, D. C.
Dbl g: . Jayna
Eiperta, Kss.  William Allss Whits My deer lirs, Roosevelt:
Hmahvllls, Tean. D, M. 0L MePharscn T 1 A
NewTen | Lamlin & Adesander Tne liational Associstion for L L
Eﬁﬂ“ﬁ‘&ﬂr" the Advencement of Colored Feople,
wm is deeply conccrned over the move W -
Deugine ¥, el to evict the listionsal Treinlng
E#:'?. Holmes achool for Girls, of the Distriet
D Weldan Tohoms of Columbie, from its present ;
i Herbart 3. Lekman quarters on Conduit Road, il.W. :
Han, Carellss 0" Dy L]
el iy '
arthar 1L We understand thut youa are ;
e Eharios o Fener interested in this metter and L
E: T T B thet information on certain as- '
e e Dr. Willias Allas Neliess peots of it hes veen furnished a
L Iesais s you in detsil by people ia the

B4, Laais Bldnay AL Radmond District.

Wasblogion  Hon Willinm It lastie Je will be grateful if you
e o would use your influence to see

z that the Listivnal- Training School
NATIUNAL LEGAL CUMMITTES for Girls is mainteined in its
b B B present qusrters, with a colored
irwin T. Dorsh executive. :

(]
Celumbin, 8, 0. M. J. Fraderick ‘Very sincerely yours,
wiklam ¥, Tilg ey e :
Eh - i /ﬁ(fc{.-‘.._-’
Msdlsen, Wis,  Lioyd Oarrissn A{ ;
Mashviily, Teon, E Alssander Lechy
Nerw Yok g ss¥stant Seoretury
Plilsbmrrh Homar B Brews . RA:LVS

Telede, Oble Lo Mexatent

Washlasgion Lean A Massoe
v llngrbom, Dol Louis L Redding

-
ENDORSED BY THE ll_ﬂﬂlﬂ. JHFORMATION BURECAU. 218 FOURTH AVEMUE, HEW YORK
C2orh ANMUAL CONFERENCE, COLUMBUS, OFIY, June 2810 - ]uh—_ Ird, 1948
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July 26, 15L4. / l

- Dear Mrs, Tillkins:
Tha:d: you very much for your
letter., I suppest you sec the head of
the woren's divislon when campalgn head-

quarters are opened. I »d1l take no part

in the ?.upui.gn.

With appreclatlon of your ui‘!?r “ ¥
I am
Very slncerely youra,
: /
Mo
Ars. oy Willisms -~
L0y Edgecomb
Hew York (32), Hew York. VD5
o
{
¢




MRS ROY WILKINS i o
400 EDCECOME mmwes, HEW YORK I:ﬂ'\'{ﬂ

! July I9,1944

B L
Irs Franklin [. Roosevelt ;
The Vhite Ilouse, Hrir
"lushington, D.C. -
My danE Mrs Ttoocoeveolt, i, 21 Fibdey

: Becouse I bolleve that the Unibed states
aearoratoly noeds the leadership of tho lresidont abt this timej
and because I believe that Thomas pewoy and the foroes which
ho represonts are & monace to the American woy of life for the
"little man", I should 1like bo bo among those working actively
in the campaizn for the re-election of the Frosident.

X I believe that I have certaln quolifications which might,
perhaps, be of value %o me ag an active participant. I have ne
politioal affilieticna, I have beon a prefessicnal sooial worker

' for & number of years, and am presently employed in & minor
administrative job in a New York Cibty akency. I am o Magro, and
the wife of Roy Willdns who is the assistant secretary of the
liational Asscolation for the pdvancement of Colored Pecple, snd
editor of its Orisis lagazine, I have lived in Kew York City
for thirteen yoars, and have a wide scquaintance in the middle
west where I wes born and reared.

I there is any work that I might do, that would be of
value, I would be happy to take a leave of sbasence from my em-
ployment and volunteer my services.

Yill you kindly adviso ma?

Respoctlul 1y
ll. > E \“ : ‘ o

¢ : oL, / Minnie Badesu "ilkins
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:‘.::.:I:Tu“.la::u ;-..fuxnﬁut;::llnmm = Dear Mrm, Roosevelt: WARHINGTON RUREAL
Bl :J:I.“J:'llﬂligal-:l.l‘
Chitogs B e “He trusted the people.,.and they remember,"
Lancidiial Ihwadore M. Berry
Lisk masumi, lo, 5. Jun Brawn
Galrait . Jomes . McClendan We shall all remember Wendell L. Willkie, surely.
fails Vilioge, Con. Kﬁhfé'ﬂ'{.’ﬂfﬂ"ﬁumf'“" We of the NAACP cannot forget his forthright statements
:‘:L'FEIE?.‘ Com. " O, Aien . Jodtsen asking falr treatment for America's largest minority. We
E..:::i""'-"'.’ Gruee 8. Tandarias remexber his speech to the NAACP conference in Los Angeles
3 mrﬁnﬂd;zawlinl in 1942, his speech at the testimonial dinner for Walter
i alas Knioht Cholmsrs White last May, his megazine articles urging firat claass
Siasmil vy, Depengars eitizenshlp for the Negro.
|El . Falkons: .
wmg_l s But in the years to come we will need a reminder--we
oh;Tteska H. Lakman and America--of his uncompromising ideals of public service.
1’-1.;_::";';%;3‘" That 1s the idea animating the proposed Willkie Memorial
- dumes H. Kobinsos

bullding described in the enclosed brochunp®,
Amp % dolegor " | o &
ﬁ;ﬂ Baaning .lnb-::

bir, toaie T, Welana This building, & "One World Center”, will provide & con-

ﬁhv::"“";':;'*'"-[::imﬂg‘“-'“* . venlent headquarters where naticnal and local organizations
mm.n:.-u : ':nm.sm.muq can serve the huvanitarian eauses to which Nr. Willkies was
ST Ok Ty devoted. The NAACF was cne of the first erganizations fnvited
. Lowls , adney K. Redmand

Ieasha, Kena, Hen, Aribur Cappar to enter the memorial building.

e T

HATIOHAL mm?r:‘u"“ It is hoped that during February sufficient funds may be

Wil B, Hosiie, Waihingion, Chairman ralgsed for this unique memorial, and that on February 18, Mr,
Ohorriien, wvs, |- Yaidie Willkie's birthday, & substantial total may be announced.
Clacwnati R :

o P i WL S . We feel sure you will want to participate in this excit-
Bt Meoies bl g _ ing project, and we will appreciate it deaply--since the fund

[

ralsing peried is so short--if you will mail a contribution
Hoinatis, Tava, at once,
= Tark
A8 you will note on the last page of the brochure, a
Founder's Certificate will go to all participants who con-
tribute one dollar or more.

ek Very rﬁlunrulr yours,
B Frosccs Mrs. Pranklin D. Roossvelt | W‘tl*,v\
Wi 3 White House

Vashington, D, C. Actirg Secretary K
Wilminglan, Dal .
I8 If you recelived this appeal from other -uur‘%n, ignore this,

i a—— - . — — . = e — e e




“HE TRUSTED THE PEOPLE
AND THEY REMEMBER"




“There could be no better monument for Wendell
Willkie than that those who loved him, near and far,
should strive to keep alive in their hearts the example

ﬂf his g‘rﬂu and generous Spl:ﬂ'f. »_NEW YORK HMERALD-TRIBUNE
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Mrs. Robert Low Bacon Paul G. Hoffman Samuel Shore

Haon. June M. Balin Hon. Stanley M. lsaacs Iy, James T, Shotwell
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ErQEE,EWILLKIE was one of the founders of Freedom
WHuuse, and an active member of its board of directors
until he died. After his untimely death his fellow-directors
met to consider how they could best perpetuate
his memory and his vivifying influence upon American

life. They made the following statement to the public:

"It is proposed to esiablish a
fund for the purpose of setting
up a Wendell Willkie Memorial
Building in New York. In such
a place, undcﬁc acgis of a man
who awoke the conscience of
Amerieca to its responsibility in
the world, the causes for which
he and thousands of Americans
have fought for more than four
years will inspire renewed and
 continuing devation.

“The Board of Directors rec-
ommends that on October 8,
1945, one year after Wendell
Willkie's death, the committee
shall erect at the entrance of the
* proposed building a bronze tab.
let bearing the following in-
scription: 'Freedom House,
Dedicated to Wendell L. Will-
kig~[18g2-1644). We Carry On
In pirit Of His Service
To All Men and One Waorld',
Appropriate programs shall be

arranged in New York and other
cities on the day of the dedica
tion of this building.

“The ragedy of Wendell
Willkie's death and the loss of
his leadership mandates all of
us to carry on his fight. The
many causes for which he fought
should be fused into one home,
and a memorial building as a
center and  headquarters  for
leading organizations would be
a dramatic way of achieving
that fusion . . .

“Such a plan could do many
things to stimulate thought and
keepaliveWendell Willkie's mis-
sion. We could establish awards
and scholarships 1o whatever
extent there were [unds avail-
able. But the chief goal would
be the pooling of good will, the
marshalling of all groups who
believe in and want to work for
the ‘One World"."

Hi5 'ONE WORLD CENTER' will provide quarters for great mational or local

organizations serving the causes to which Wendell Willkie so generously
devoted his talents and boundless energy.

Freedom House will be but one of a number of such organizations. The
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, for example, will surely




have its national headquarters in the building; so will the most outstanding
organization seeking the improvement of housing and neighborhood condi-
tions; another fostering international collaboration; another seeking to elim-
inate racial and religious antagonisms; one striving to improve labor-employer
relations—and so on, covering the range of humanitarian causes in which-Wen-
dell Willkie wag a fighting leader.

As many causes, as many great organizations, will be accommodated as space
in the Center will permit; and for others, which cannot have headquarters there,
conference rooms will be maintsined where necessary meetings may be held.
This latter service will be of particular value to out-of-town organizations, which
frequently have to meet in New York. Finally, a small hall will be provided
for public meetings and exhibits,

I'his challenging enterprise, unigue as a memorial to an American whose
influence upon our time was historic, is on its way to being achieved. A Found-
er’s Certificate will be issued to all those who contribute, whether the gifts be
a dollar or in the thousands. The Memorial Building iself will be a record,
for all the future, of what his own generation thought of Wendell Willkie;
this Founder's Certificate will be a record which each one of us may prize for
himself, as a symbol of our indebtedness o Wendell Willkie for straight leader-
ship in an era of confusion

Willkie greeted by Generalissimo and
Madame Chiang Kai-shek in China.



"Qur way of living together in America is a strong but delicate fabric.

It is made up of many threads. It has been woven over many centuries
by the patience and sacrifice of countless liberty-loving men and
women. It serves as a cloak for the protection of poor and rich, of
black and white, of Jew and Gentile, of foreign and native born. Let
us not tear it asunder. For no man knows, once it is destroyed, where or

when man will find its protective warmth again.""—Wendell Willkie
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Homage to Willkie . . .'l']]mjlr,_flh Silent He 15 Heard

om fo Wemdell Willkie delf

ed by Raymond Maiiey

af the opening serion of the New York Hesald Teibune Forum

BY ARCHIBALD MACLEISH
TENBELL was to have spoken
 from this place—on this day—in thes
minutes. He will not spe
rise [rom & chair, arrange hé
ar you wnder thsr fam
everthielen, there i

.

WILLEAE

srehead, spesk
me ol yos that
mod hear |

The people of this republic — o |
this ciry only but of ol the eiie—all the
i, and in every slaie

ewn, villages, crom-rua
—and m the seates alone but beyond them

beyond the Pacific=beyond the Arlantic—
in small places in the inerior of the farthen
contlinenis and at the river ports and the cars

van-rests, where the air Belds have been
vructed=ihe people hear him

dayy mow the people have heard

lave heard few others wha ha

have heard his slemce. They have

| the sopped vode — the uncampleted

range thai the

ents and

astonished thai
Is¢ heard so far-

the silesce of a man—as { & man,
aver, who had no tiile=po office—who had
never held an office~whose campaigra for
ailhis had [alled—whio had fnol carried ki own




- gy )

country's suffrage or even, at last, the suffrage
of his party?

Or are you not astonished? Does it seem
natural to you? Do you think perhaps there
is nothing strange in this at all-nothing o
wonder at?

Do you think perhaps the answer is simple—
that Wendell Willkie was a man of character
and courage; that the waorld has recognized his
character and courage and so mourns him? Is
it this you think?

Men of courage and of character have died
before and the people have not mourned
them.,

Or do you think the answer may be only
this—that Wendell Willkie undertook to rep-
resent the people and the people are gratelul?

There are many in every generation, in
every political campaign, who undertake o
speak for the people. The people are not
always grateful,

No. The explanation is not simple. Bur it
is not strange, either, Nothing the people do
by their hearts, by their deep instinces, is
either altogether strange or wholly simple,
When the people mourn they do pot mourn
for a reason but for a man. Their own griel
surprises them. The mystery, il you wish o
find a mystery, Is this: that the people know
this man is lost to them; not to his hopes or
to his [uture or his [riends but them. It is
not of Wendell Willkie we must think but of
the people if we with to understand this.

How do the people know that he i lost to
them?

For this: because he trusted them and they
remember.

Because hestrusted the people. Because he
trusted the people not in a form of words, or
for the length of & campaign tour, or a3 part
of a political strategy, but trusted them.

Because he believed literally, and word
by word, and intending the meaning of each
word, the great American Proposition that
the people—not the American people only,
but the peaple—that the people can govern
themselves, and of right ought .

Because he believed, believed literally, be-
lieved in sober earnest and without reserve,
that if the great American Proposition is
true for part of the world it is true for all of
the world. +

Because he believed that the people are in-

divisible in their quality as the people, in
their rights as the people, in their humanity
as the people.

Because he believed this not for his own
advantage, but at the cost of his advantage;
not [or his own preferment, but at the ex-
pense of his preferment.

Because he believed this with such intensity
of conviction that he rejected the support, and
refused the [avor, of those who would not
believe it, of those who doubted the Proposi-
tion, of those who reserved the promise of the
Proposition [or themselves—{or their Iriends,
their kind, their country: because he rejected
their support and favor, no matter what their
infiuence or wealth or power or the clamor
of their printed or their spoken words,

Because he believed in the people.

Hecause Re trusted the people.

It is not strange that the people heard the
silence of his voice so far. The words he spoke
were theirs. And they remember.

These words they remember. These are the
words of Wendell Willkie:

“I was a soldier in the last war, and after
that war was over I saw our bright dreams
disappear, our stirring slogans become the
jests ol the cynical, and all because the fght-
ing peoples did not arrive at any common
post-war purposes while they fought, Tt must
be our resalve to see that this does not hap
pen again.

“While they fight, the PI‘.‘I:IFJ':’ of the woarld
must come Lo a common understanding of
what they fight for and what they hope [or.
Millions have already died in this war and
many thousands more will go before it is
over. Unless Britons and Canadians and Rus-
stuns and Chinese and.Americans and all our
fighting allics, in the common co-operation of
war, find the instrumentalities and the meth.
ods of co-operutive eflort alter the war, we, the
people, have failed our time and our gener-
ation.

“We must establish beyond any doubt the
equality of men. And we shall find this equal.
ity, not in the diferent talents which we
severally possess, nor in the different incomes
which we severally earn, but in the great [ran-
chise of the mind, the universal franchise,
which is bounded neither by eolor, nor by
creed, nor by social status, Open the books,
if you wish to be [ree”




BY SUMMER WELLES

Excerpt from a speech by Mr, W eiles
il a Freedom Howse dinner

5 the weeks have passed since the day
;‘i of Wendell Willkie’s untimely
death 1 believe that all of us recognize
more and more [ully the value of the
services which he rendered to the peo-
ple of this country. He had a clear vision
of what is needed to create that better
association between peoples which it is
possible for us to achieve alter our vic-
tory is won, But what is far more than
that, he had the courage and the deter-
mination to fight untiringly for those
things in which he believed. He had the

The people wrote to him all the time

power which can only come from sin-
cerity. His love for his fellow human
beings sprang from his concept of what
he termed “"One World,” It was not
conditioned upon their race, their color,
ar their creed. He held fast to the fun-
damental principles of liberty which
have made this country great. His voice
and his presence among us were never
more needed than they are now. They
will be missed in increasing measure in
the years which lie ahead.

The people of the United States will
indeed be greatly indebted to Freedom
House il it truly carries on “in the spirit
of his service to all men and one world.”
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Marching On

There seemed a pecullar appropriateness
in the playing of “The Battle Hymn of the
Republlc” as a postlude to the last rites of
Wendell Willkle, At that very moment the
| sense of personal loss was Intense for count-
less people—{for men, women and children,
for close friends, acquaintances, admirers at
i distance, It Is rare, indeed, that a public
figure touches so deeply the hearts of his
countrymen. Yet, for all the polgnancy of
farewell, “marching on"” sounded the one |
night note,

Such ls, Indeed, the miracle of greatness.
The tragedy of so vast a loss—Lto the indl-
vidual, to the country, to the world—widens
the horizon of every une. The pettinesses pf
every-day life, of envy, of susplclon, of carp-
|Ing, fade ocut of sight; the essentials re-
| main. Partisanship loses its force. Disagree-
ments a5 o ways and means recede, An-
tagonisms level out. The truth remaihs, In
sober reality death ls swallowed up in vie-
Lory. |

It would surely be the deepest hope of |
Wendell Willkie Lhat something of this spirit
should carry on. He, himsell, was singu-
larly devoid of party narrowness, The ldea
was always first in his mind even when his
own personal political fortunes were at
stake. The unity which his going away has
brought momentarily to the nation is of &
plece with his Inmost noture. May it live
and grow and prosper! The country will
sadly need solldarity In the difficult years
ahead. There could be no betier monument
for Wendell Willkie than that those who
lowed him, near or far, should sirive to keep
alive In theilr hearts the example of his
great and generous spirit.
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FOUNDERS' CERTIFICATE
WILLKIE MEMORIAL BUILDING
OF FREEDOM HOUSE

The Officers and Divectors of the Willkie Memorial Building Fund certify that

COMTRIPUTOR'S NAME HERE
o oa member of the Founding Group

+ Susanen Weiiks, Homerary Charrmaw
Hemny R. Luce, Chairman of Speusers
Hamny Scurmuan. Foce Presadent
Mas YWann ['.ilr.nn'..hrrmr)
Convmcr Finun, Dyrecior

So that our indebtedness to Wendell Willkie and his leader-
ship shall long be remembered by each one of us, a Founders’
Certificate will be issued to every contributor to the Willkie
Memorial Building Fund, whether the gift be one dollar or
in the thousands. Contributions, which are deductible for

income tax purposes, should be sent to

WILLKIE MEMORIAL FUND OF FREEDOM HOUSE

16 EAST 4BTH STREET - MNEW YORK 7, H. T.

Printed in L. &, &
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