AUBREY WILLIAMS

1935 - 1945




A
Ea. tport, Yaine f : ; ' f;
August 1, 1u05, i

Duar Er. Willlams:

I have your lett.r of August Eih, and
unfortunately I will mot b: back in '
washington on the 1hth. I leave hLere

that dzy. I may possibly be there on

the 1oth, but I wil! sur.ly be tuzre ou

tue LUthyg and I .1l) certainly come to

cone of the meetings, 1f y.u wiil 1.t we

~now at the YWhite Miuse, wh ch you thiok
lwportant and the time and plucu,

kiss Dickerman thought Mr. wright would
be a gu.d person for NHew Jersoy.

Y.ur letter. guunds as though things cere

g ing atong well, amd I shal: be int re:t.d e
to talk to you ab.ut the 1. l'ess wu.Cl

has been made when I sec yuu.

Very cordlally y urs,

¥r, Aubrey Williams

National Youth Administraticn
1734 Hew Y.rk Avenue
washington, D.C,




NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

i \ fugust B, 1935,

)
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Enclosed I am sending you & list of the persons that have
thus fer been appointed ss State Directors. I have been atle
to work out arrangements in & number of stztes whereby the work
will be carried on without compensation. In other stetes I
nave been able to combine the office with that of the Eduecctinn
Division.

I am still stuck on Massachusetts, New Jersey, Florida,
Flabama, Mississippi, Arizons and Minnesota.

I am calling a meeting of the Wational Advisory Board here
for Thursday the fifteenth and also of &ll Stute Directors an
the nineteenth end twentieth of the month. We have worked out
errangements for taking over the National Apprenticeship Bosrd
end I em very happy that this has been satisfactorily worked out.
Mlso, Dr. Mary Hayes is working out arrangements with the United
Etotes Employment Service whereby we will place technically '
qualified people in a number of their offices to give service
especlally to young people. We have worked out the Educstional
btusiness and hsve issued the arrangements for colleges. e will
have something out for the high schools in & day or zo., Our
thought ie to eppoint & National Committee to handle the post-
graduate work.

Today we had a very interesting meeting of some twelve regroes,
ineluding Dr. Tobias, Mrs. Bethune of Florida, #r. Jones, Dr.
Wordecai Johnson and a Wumber of othera. I thought it was very
helpful indeed.

I um taking the liberty of sending this on to Esstport, Maine,
hoping it will reach you there. I will take care of the letter
written by Miss Selma Colub and get in touch with her.

I hoped very much that you would be here when we had the
meetings of the National Advisory Boerd and the State Directors.
I know it is asking a great deal of you but it would be certsinly
helpful if you could be present, especially at the meeting of the
State Directors on the nineteenth and twentieth.

Very sincerely yours,




1 HAL JUUTY ISISTRATI b

Appointed ms of August 5, 1935

AREAKS AS
trof, J, W, ijull of Russellville, h1l. Fresident of Arkanss: folyteshale College.
i, i, froa Oeorgs reabody College.

CALLPGRNLA

Hﬁ_ﬁm of San Frencisec. Member of fam Franelsec Relief Committes and
Callr & Emsrgensy Relisf Comeission. FPor t=o years iresident ol Women's City

Clut and Lpen Perua.
CULRADY

Rie B . Wy, from University of Denver. tead of orgssization of olasa rooea
teashers Lu Denver. Astive in child welfare snd sooiclogies] probless.

MH I

T. J. Dodd of uest uaven, 28, Ph.D. Frovidenes College. Yale ur'.hhml. Dopartaent
of Justies and Division of Investigations of Federal Emsrpeney idsinistratiooal Fub-
* lile Warks.

of Atlants, Oraduata of debb Setucol at Sell Bugle, Tena, Worked wity
Y.u,Coh. in mountains of Best Virginia., Lisutenant durlng ¥orld war, Attended lnlver-
sity of Tennssses and graduated froa Emory Ualwersity with U.A. degree, rost graduats
work at Colusbhia, Established Comsunlty Ceatsr lo mountains of Tennesses, At pressut
Dean of Wen at Emary.

-

ILLIN.LS
: of Culoago. Uesber of Exscutlve Board of Natlonal Boy Boouts of
imarisa. uate Layola University, also M.A. degres, Five yesrs with Catnolie
Youth Administration
- LADIAKA

Eﬂ.ﬁa_ﬂy“ Indisnagolia. B.5. sud #.i, froa lndiens Jniversity. HEigloeer
with Westarn Elestrie Cempany. Conoseted witi Departwent of Floanelal lostitutlons
of Isdiana and part-tise instrustor at Indiana University.
|
. BANSAS |
of Bommar Spriogs, Oraduate of Fort :ays ttats College. Elght years

as teasher in publie ssheols nnd slx years on staff of [llim.is Wesleyan Lmiversity
at Bloominghon. ' :




LUJISTARA

irof, & cm of Batso Rouge. Superintendent of Uenosols ln Eaten Rouge for
twanty years. A.D, at Loulsimna State University and J.A. at Tale. Astéve In
Boy 3ecut mnd wvoesational puldancs work.

HALLE

af Jul's isad, 2], B.A. at Bowdoln College, u.i. at .mrverd, whare
be was an lostrust.r. Imstrueter in private sebool for buys Lo Hew York Gtatse.

HARYLANP

de:n J. seldel of Towsom, wd, B.5. at Baltimors Folyteehnle Instlit.ute. widely kuown
1a sdusstional eireles An Baltimore County and lnstruetor in sauser sahools of Jotns
depkios and tis lniversity of Maryland., Toree years ws isslstent Zuperictsodent of
Bethlabea Stesl Cor,.ration at Zparrows Folut, ud.

MI1C..10AN

filljas oaber of Milwaukee, 56. B.A., W.A. snd i0,D. at the Lolversity of Wiseosnslin,
Held researsh fellowsbipy st ilarverd, Teught at Universlty of Kioclgem. #as Hellef
Admin strator and Deputy Adainistrator of the Works irogress Adainistration for Uieul-

Lan.
EEVADA

¥ Jrss of Reno, 32. Oradumte of ‘nive sity of Virginia in Clvil Euginesr-
ing. Avlatlon work in United States, Burops and India. Consulting Englaser Ilu K.K.A.
Codea, and Dep.ty Adainistrator lu Steel Codes, [s durks ‘rogress Administrator for
Eavada and will serve as Nati.oal Youth Administrator as well. :

HI® YURE

a ss of New Tork Clty, Oraduate of Frinceton mnd studled at Cam-
bridge, Eagland, Rxplerer mad Captaln in Fleld Artillery during %orld éar. une of
the organizers of the first natliooal eausus of Assriean Lsglon. Assseiated witi. ia-
vestsent ho.ass of Maynard, Uakley and Lawrence, 5-w York City.

Ald CARVLIKA

m&ﬁ‘. of Ealeigh. Direstor Educational Diwlsion of Nortn Carolina Relief
Adainistration Tor past year. BSohosl Superintendent and College exeoutive. luter-

astad in transient ssaters and prison osaps.
I."EI:.‘ M:l 3

Eahydilleon of Blamwarsk, 30. Oraduate Lishigen Stute Unlversity maud University of #ls-
scanin, d.A. at Mortu Dakota Agrisu tursl College, Fh.D. st University of %isconslm. Dir-
sator of ressarss work la Morth Dakota Exparimental ftatlon. Assistanot adainistrator of
North Dakota F.E.R.A. Auther of several books oo rural seoncale life., 'Is Sasrgensy fe-
lief sdainistrator of Horth Dakote as well as Natlocal Youth adalalstrater,
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E‘ﬂ-.i
& of Cleveland, 31. Gsesber ol law lire of Thowpsuu, dloe i Flory.
Orsduats of imtlosh and in law at Yale Unmiversity.
DELAd J4A
L] af “111“‘"- C-‘k.l.l.” 3'."‘ B. _.ﬂ- from Temchars C:ﬂli‘l. Moty From Jkla=

Boma igrisdltural : Weshanleal College. Foar yssrs as rrineipal and four years aa
Sugerinteadent of teldtom Sehcels. Researeh work im President's offise of Uklahosa
dgrisultural sad deshanical College.

LDREQN

Faal 7, Jasksgu of Llesath Falls. Widely known sdusator and motlve ln ohild welfare
work., Superinteadent of Gehools and Primeipal of Klasmath Falls High GSebosl.

PENNSYLVAKIA

lsapp Crawford Sutten of Fhiladelphia, Attorney. Oreduats of Welaysn University and
Femnsylvania Law Sshosl. uember for twenty-five years of Hati.oal Counsil of Bay
Esouts of Awerien. Tweaty yeurs Diyestor of Playgrounds and Resrsatioca Asscelstion
prf Polladelpiin and is Chalrman of lpida Couneil of Bduesatlon.

30UTY CARQLINA

Pr, Roger |, Coe of Clinton. W.A. fros University of Virginle asd /h.D. st George rea-
body Teashers' Collegs. Frimeipal of High Sencel of Fort uills, 5.C., and taagnt
at Staunton uilitary Asademy. Frefessor of Education st Fresbyterian College.

oTay
" Direotor of Naticnmal Child *elfars Asscelatlon. Degrees from

br
University of iiehlgan, Universityof Utab mad Unlversity of Californis. isst Seers-
tary of Utah State Tax Cosmisslon and Supsrintendsnt of Crantle Sehcol [istriet.

YiROINIA
Bulter Sssasu of Hishmond. State Supervisor of Voeatd nal Agriculturs in ¥irginie
State Department of Edusation,
wlics [

of uilwackas, 40, uUllwaukes Vosational lehool and State Vosational Edusa-

tina Departmsat.
FASHINGTUN

dobs Binns of Tasoma. Attormey. Oraduste of ¥asbington Gtate College and Haodes setolar.
Msabsr Tatoma Board of Edusatlion and authority on ssomomiesl and soelal questiona.

NIouing

of Chayenss, 39. Educutional Consultant for Federal Emergensy He=
[ skratien and Frinelpal of Cheyemme High Genossl,.




Vits
#

ey 1

prin 4, Kays of raw Faw, ulenigam, 42, A.E. degres at Olivet College, ¥.A. at Coluabla.
Oraduats work at arvard and Umiversity of Wlehigam. [Cirestor of Tesoners' Tralolag

College. Direstor of Ewmergency Edusatlen for Iht:l of Wiehlgan. urigloator of the
Freshman College plan,

Busssll Elljey of «esson, Wississippl. A.B. degree. Served in sorld ‘ar. Couaty
Saperinteadsnt of Edusation. Fresident Coplan lineoln Junlor College for tem years.
Weaber of Congress thres years sad oontwst man for loss Owners lLoan Corporation.




PIAJIWI)JQIEI4'YIleITi ADMINISTRATION o A= f/’“‘
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. Y \\ :
WASHINGTON, D. C. J’Hfr : ;

August 16, 193&

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosavelt,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

‘Deer Mrs. Roosevelt: :
I an attaching some reosorts of the

meeting we held relative to alding the negroes

under the Nationel Youth Administretion.

I thought this inforastion would be
of interest to you.

scutifre Dirvector




O NIZATION:

Tre Hational Advisory Committes has two Nepro representatives. It
was suggested by Mrs. Sethune that the group called here to the meeting
should be known as an Advisory group on Negro yuestions. This group will
probably be assembled again within the next two or three months. The group
heartily approved Mr. .illiems' sugzestion that there be colored mewbsrs on
» the State Advisory Committess,and welcomed his suggestion that the group
Le given some recogznition in reeomsendlnz names for the state comnittees,

Staff:

The Committee f'elt that the degree of success with which 1t was able
to make su, gestions concerning general poliey und detailed problems illus-
treted the necessity of huving adeguate Hegro personnel in the central
aedninistrative body of thg_ﬂﬁ%ionnl Youth Administration, The object of
such representation would be the Integration of the iegro intoe the program
of the Hatlional Youth idninistration from its inception., The Comuittee
would like to aounsel in the selsotion of personnel appointed to treat Hegro
problems. 3

The Committes conourred in the sugpestion made by Mr. .11liass that
insofar as 1s possible Negro personnel be Included in strategic positlons
in the vurious state staffs in the Nutional Youth administration,

EDUCATICN:

ligh School: %

s .
Lue to the difficulties of Negroes' registering on rellef rolls in

verious seatlons of the country, 1t was felt that some cbjectiva meansure
of participation of colored oitizens be established in order to assure
adejuate participation by Negroes. It was the opinion of the Comuittes
thet the sohool eensus distribution as between races should serve as a
prima facie messure of disorimination in the allooation of funds for aid
to high school gudents, The Committee conourred in the interpretation of
high sehool to inelude any sohool [or which greduation frem high sohaol
is riot & reguisite‘for entrance. ‘e believed there was one important
‘group of ‘schopls requiring special consideration, namely, secondary sahools #
with boarding faeilities, .e did not fesl that the existing plens cade
adequate provision for finanoial aid te ctudents in such inatltutlnns.

‘ CULLECES

. We agreed that the general arrangements for collepes in the pust have
proved satisfaotory, snd the Committes felt that the syoccess in this venture
has been due in no. swmall measurs to the fact that the funds have been :
administered directly by the heads of the 'various institutions. The Cormittee
eonourred with the liberalization of the interpretation of “need®, and the .

» type of work moceptable for work soholarships under the prosram,




GRADUATE s

The Committes felt that graduate fellowships should be appertionsd
to Negroes (as a whole) on the basls of the ratio between the number of
Negro college praduates and the total number of collepe gradustes within £
the available apge limits., “le feel that the reeiplenls of graduste fellow-
ships should be free to choose the universities where they will work. They
will, of eourss, acocept the counsel of eny advisory commlttea appointed
to deal with graduste fellowships. ‘e concurred with the sugpestion for
the appointment of such a committes and would suggest the pdvisebility
of having Negro representation on it.

COOFPERATION +/ITH INSTITUTIONS: ¥

Ve agreed with Mr. Asay's statement on the ccoperation of existing
egenoles with the Youth Administration. The Committee noted that private
organizations among Negroes are more important then would possibly be trua
of other groups. It is also true that among Negroes there is less pre-
judioce on the ground of religion, mnd the chursh orgenizations can of'ten
be used effectively and without unfavorable reaction. Crganizations
soecifioally mentipned were the Y.M.C.hs, Y.W.Csh., Urban League, and Boy
Soouts.

APPREIIICESAIPS

There is greet need for training opportunities for veung Hegroes,
but the development of a program for this group regquires further study.
The Committes conourred with Mr. .illiemsa' statement in regerd to the

advisabllity of trninﬂng Heproes in all phases of sooial and public servics
wWorks.

VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE:

There is great nged for vocational-puidance among young Wegroes,
but this, too is a problem whioh ‘eedls for further study.,

‘\_"‘-\- -
WORK PROJECTS:

«8 suggested tfat the administration here in .ashington should not ¥

have undue fear in issuing orders to states and loocwl communities affect-
ing general policies. .e egreed alsc that a oriterion of prime facle

; evidence of disorimination bhased upon census fizures should be establish-

“—— ed for the varicus states in order to insure Negro participation in the work

on these projeets. Such provisions would be in line with the poliny and
practice which hes been carried out by the Housiny Division of the P.d.A.
in setting up its specifications for contracts for P.U.a. Housing.
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Vie arreed thaet the individual members of the zroup should be reguested

to submit in writing any projects in line with the purposes of the adminis-
tration.

_ FOR TIE COMMITTEE BY

Frenk Horne : . .

= Channing Toblas y
&s Ae Taylor
Robert Teaver

lnbart .Leaver.

0




LIST OF NEGRO LEADERS AT CONFERENCE

1

r-\ August 8, 1935. I .

Dr. Channing H. Tobias, National Cnunoﬂ, Yo Mo Co Asy 347 Madison
" Avenue, New York City

Fresident David D. Jones, Bennett College for Women,CGreensboro,N.C.
Miss Mary U, Bethune, Bethune-Cookman College, Daytona Beach, Fla,
Ira Reed, Sociology, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga.
William Valentine, Bordentown Institute, Bordentown, N. J.
Dean Frank Horne, FPt. Valley High « Industrial School,Fort Valley, Ga.
Dr. Robert Weaver, Dept. of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

= Bugene Kinckle Jones, Dept, of Commerce, Washington, D, C.
William Hastis, Bepartment of the Interior, Washington, D. C.
Ih.r!.m:_u Cuthbert, Lexington Ave., Y.W.C.A., New York City
¥rs. Elizabeth Perry Cannon, Spelman College, Atlanta, Ca. i
A, A, Teylor, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn.
L. F, Artis, Direotor Education & Youth Dept., Indianapolis, Ind,
Dr. Mordeeal Johnson, Fr.nid-nt.. Howard University, Washingtom, D. C.

F ¢ Walter White, National Assooiation for Advancement of Colored People,
& 65 Fifth Avenue, New York City,




The Conference on Negro motivities in the National Youth
Administration program was held in the President's roocum of the
Yashington Auditorium, Thursday, aAupust 8, 1935.

The following persons were presenti

Or. Channing l. Tobias, Wationel Council, ¥Y.k.C.A 347 udadison .ve., Hew York

President David D. Jones, Lennett College for Uomen, Gresensboro, M. C.

irs, Mary b, Bethune, Bethune-Cookman College, Flerida, e wuember of the NYA
National Advisory Counecil

Ira Reed, Scoiology, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgis

williaem Valentine, Bgqrdentown, N. J.

Dean Frank llorne, Ft. Valley High & Industrial 3chool, Ft. Velley, Cecrgie

Dr. Robert weawer, Advisor on llegro Affeirs, Dept. of Interior, Uashingten

#illiem Henry Hastie, Assisfant Scliocitor, Dept. of Interior, .ashington

tugene Kindkle Jones, Advisor on Negro Affairs, Dept. of Commerce, vieshington

\alter Vhite, 3Secretary, Natlonal Association Advancement for Colored Pecple, W
Washington, D. C.

Jemes A. Atkins, Assistent in Kduontional Aativities of de;roes, F.E.H.h.
Washington, B. C. .

Dr. Jordecai Johnson, President, !owsid University, .ashington, D. CU.

Miss Marion Cuthbert, Lexington Avenue Y.M.C.A. New York City

Mrs. Elizabeth Perry Cannon, Spellman College, Atlante, Georgia

Mr. Aubrey williams, Direotor, Nationnl Youth Administration

Mr, Ivan Asay, Administrative Assistant, Hationsl Youth Administration

Mr. Charles Kramer, Administrative sissistant, Hetionol Youth Administration

Mr., John J. Corson, Assistant Director, Hational Youth Adm.nistratiosn

e, Uary Hayes, Direotor of Guidance and Flacsment, Wationa] Youth admo.

¥r, C. F. Klinefelter, Assistent Director, Education, National Youth Ad:.

Wr, Tiilliams opened the meeting, asking wedr advice and suggestions
conoerning Negro participation in the lational Youth Adainlstretion program.
He gave a resums of the purposes and policies of the prograsm, and explained’
that we were going to cooperate with already existing mzenciea rather than
get up new ones.

Mr, Villiame gave & brief summary of the qualifications of soms of
the 3tate Directors.

Dr.. Mary Hayes was introduced by Mr. Corson. Dr. llayes pave & resume
of the Vooational Guidance program, and expressed her opinion that, elthough
it would probably not be possible to work cut an extensive program which
would inolude Negroes, it would be well for them to take advantage of the
opportunities presented for tralning llegroes in this work,




e

Mr. Elinefelter pave a resume of the Student Ald Progrew.

Mr. Villiems esked that the leaders present at the meeti.g glve
thought to the following gquestions.

{1} The intejretion of general leadership of Negroes with the pgeneral
laadership of the looal communitlies.

(2) The problem of handling High Sehool Ald in communities where school
faoilities are limited or non-existent.

(3) Special problems releting to liesroes which would cowe under the
Metionsl Youth Administration.

(4) How to get more opportunitiss for Hegro people. . .

(5} Send in recommendations of persons who could work on the Administra-
tive ataffl. -

_The meeting was adjourned at one o'clock end the afterncon was
devoted to a general discussion of Negroes' particlpation in the program.

The following cowmplaints were raised:

lrs, Bathune culled to the attention of the Nutionael Youth Administration
the necessity ol having Negro mssistents to the state directors who could *
interpret their needs.

The guestion was raised ms to how the Negre in the South could benefit
equitaebly under the program when it wans impossible for them to aven get
on-relief’, Mrs. Bethune suggested that Hegroes be selected for aid on the
basis of their need whether they had been permitted to register lor relief
or not. Mr. David Jones ocommended this suggesticn.

-

Mexbers of the sonference disoussed with Mr. Klinefelter the law which
states that Negroes shall teach legro students indl cases where there arc
gqualified persons to take the jobs. krs. Gethune objected, saying thet in
Florida they got around this by setting up schools for-lhite pecple only,
and refused to set up schools for liegroes. !

‘Mr. Klinefelter explained the method of seleotion for liigh School wid,

that is, i.e.; taking the total number of ohildren in relief fanilies who
are of high sohool age, striking a percentage which will arrive wut a fipure
of 250,000, and estimetlng the number of séhools thoet these oiilldren could
uttend, UMr. Elinefelter elso explained that the chief sahool offiecer will
have the right to tell these children where they shall attend salicocl.
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DOr. Weaver stated that an objective standard should be used for
equitable seleotion. He said that if the figure piving the number of
pecple on rellef was used it would be much less then il the figure giving
the number of people who are eligible for relief was used. Lr. David
Jones did not think thia should be the basis fér selection. Ile explained
instances in Mississippi of obvicus disorimination.

ire Klinefelt®r stated that Mr. lLilliams' announscement regarding
legre teachers'in Negro schools' have been sent to all 3tats .orks
Progress Administrators, end they would be expected to follow it.

Dr. Toblas explained that the Negro program of post-graduste sid
was necessarily limited because of the scaraoity of institutions in the
South thet would give graduste work. He brought up the guestion,

"uould Negroes desirous of pursuing graduste work be confined to those
institutions, or would Negroes leaving college desirous of pursuing
graduate work sowmewhere else be given an opportunity in these colleges?n
Dr. ‘leaver believed that the llegroes would be penalized and disoriminat-
ed against if they went to schools in the lNorth. Dr. .eaver sugrested
that they be given student aid on the smme tasis that is given et the
University of Chiocago.

Dr. Weaver stated that the failure to bring a proportion of the
funds for Negroes equal to the proportion of susch Negro population
to total population would be considered of itselfl as evidence of dis-
erimination. He said the relief ratic will be used as & standard of
eyulty where the fipures diifer upprecicbly from the sensus figures.
Kr. Eugene Kinckle Jones suggested that if the relief figures ure less
than the census figures, the census proportion would probably be talen.

Ur. Klinefelter explainad that the allocaticn of funds would be
made to the.eollege or gradunte institution, wund sugpested that the
colleges in the South bé ssked to recommend students for post-gzmduate
work.

The gquestion was brought up as to whether or not there is a tendenoy
to push Hegro students aleng one educational line rather than wnother ==
to group students in one place rather than in another.

Dr. Veover suggested that having varicus heads of legro Ln;titutinns
reccmmend Negroes for soholarships might be bad because it might dis-
oriminute apeaingt Hegroes not in Hegro _institytiocns. [

1+
&

Ur. #illiams mid he had thought of a Committee made up of such persons
es Stuart Chapin of the Research Council, and Uax Uason of the Hookefellow
Foundation and others, might make decisions on sush points as,

(1) That Negroes were not forced into studying a limited number of subjects.

(2) That the best persons who oould really make a contribution got the
scholarships. i

(3) That there be no. disorimination on the basis of groups.

Dr;_ﬂiuvar brought in the advisabglity of a perscnbn the stuff to take
“oars of-such mutters. lie realized, however, he pald, that his hands might
"be tied; by, rulings of how the money should be spent.

"
4
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Dr. Johnson snid there was no doubt as to aun adeguate number of
highly qualified persons to partiocipete.

Ur. Tayler brought up the guestion as to the limitation on studenta
of their choice of a graduats sohool. :

Kr. Elinefelter suggested-that uny guestions on education and
reseproh might be considered by the Committes on Negro students.

Dr. Veaver suggested that heving the heads of various legro institu-
tions meke recommendations for scholerships might bring wbout diseriminp-
tion.

lr. Corson mentioned that in the South a great many of tiie young
people were in rurel distriets, and reised the question of how we are
oing to remoh them.

lir. Willisms brought up the guestion as to the advisability of
setting up offices and egencles where people will come when we have
nothing to offer but counsel.

kMr. Reed brought up the qpézficn of employment and reemployment
officeg in the Scuth with no constructive program.

kr. Reed guggested that the guestion of apprenticesihip training
would haeve to be worked cut through state and land grant institutions.
Ur. EBugeue Kinokle Jones stated thut young Hegroes had not. had a chanca
in the business field and suggested thut opportunities be extended to -
help young Hegroes participate on a larger somle in the business [ield.
Mr. Villisms asked the delegates for suggestlons of the type of servioce
legroes ocan be trained for, and said they oupht to be representsd in
gsoholarships and be trained legro sooial workers. Lirs. EBethune stressed
the necessity of MNegro supervision for Hegroes and said that the opinion
of the Hegro people in the South i1s that the .administration in .ashington
is on the right side, but the diffioulty is in getting crdinunces curried -
out: in the stutes.

Mr. Horne sugpested that the time might better be spent discussing
technique to be used ruather then discussing the diffioculties of disorimina-
tion. Ila stated that one of the difficultles luvolved in the student aid
program in his state ls that young legroes did not waut to ettend some
sohools, because they were not ecoredited and more advenced institutions
would not reoccgnize their work. .

Mr. Yilliems explained thut"RHE unfair things were done without our
knowledge, and thet there should be no differsnce batween the budget set
up; there would be no diserimination between Face, color, religion, or
basis of politicsl belief. He explained the difficulties enocuntered in
the sghift frow direot relisf to-vork relief.

f
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Kr. Asay explained his idea of community participation end ugenoy

relief, =
-~

Wr. Horne asked what was to be dons in communities where scliools
4 run enly a few months a yeer and there was no Y.".C.i. or Y.i.C0.4. or
similar organization.’ Dr. Toblas sugpested the possibility of condusting
intensive training courses which wodild help young Negroes. lle expleined
the fmcilities through which these courses could be get up, thut is,
throuzh the MNegro Y.M.C.A, Y.".C.A., Urban League, eto. kr. Eugene Einckls
recommended the tie in of these agencies in the gplrit of ecooperation,
and the pessibility of instituting voocational guldance in the Urban League.
He stated that Negro youth eannct be treated as nhite youths ere on the
metter of voeational puidance, because many flelds were not open for
colored people. He stated that they should not, howsver, ro on the theory
thut they should net be trained; that it would be better to train them
whetiier or not there is any possibility for their uase,

Ir. Tnbiag su;gested that sericus thought be given to the problem
of keeping young Megroes in rural communitles rather than having them
songregate in the elty. Mr. bugens Kinokle Jones mdvised wide iress
publicity to bring ebout better thinking.

krs. Bethune stated that private organizations ure the only agencies
through which any civie or community work is being done woong legro
people, and that it would be well for us to eooperate with then in ex-
tending their work, Ur. Corscn said he felt this could be depe. Dr.
Tobias supggested thint ths Bethune-Coolinan College in Florida, and
dr. liorne's College at Fort Valley should be considered as a type of
organization through which to work.

liiss Cuthbert discussed the colored ¥./.Cuhes and the poeasibility
of incorporating the National Youth Adsinistration program in the Y@,
She brought out the opportunity of working with the older girls groups
end the possibilities of treining them for schools end .giving theg a
public affairs program. She made recomsendations for the aemployment
of searetaries and suggested that it would be well if the llegro wechers
of the Advisory Doard were consulted on state and looal personnel. She
stressed the nedgssity of helping young hegre pirls to conselcusness of
themselves as working women and as members of & minority group who must
work out their own problems.

— ir, Corson explained our finuneial limitation, and Dr. Culiver
asked for equitable distribution of funds -- a gertain amount of money
for a oertain number of Joba.
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’ br., Bugéne Kinokle Jones stated thut white collar projects were
ell taken up by white people and thut when-white collar projects were
submitted for Negroes they were turned down on the busis thut they could
not duplicate any projects. MHegroes therefore, had to zo inte sewing
rooms, eto., at much legs money.

Mrg. Dethune asked 1l it were not possible to set up definite pro-
Jeots for legroes and definite 'projects for whites in the various
communities. She stated that if it were possible to do this, then it
would be up to Hegro leaders to meke some kind of a aurvey of the needs
and recommendations to help the largest nusber of persons. She said that
she felt that whatever projeots wers zet up for Hegroes, if a similaer
project were set up for whites, the rate of pay should be the same.

Dr. Leuver brought up the guestion of enployuent, end asiced how
wany Hegroes they are golng te use,and stoted that playgrounds are scarcs
and are partioularly needed. He suggested the possibility of having
youths direct them, and therefore be sipervisors of pursocns younger
then themselves. Mr. Artis stated that there ware & number of projects
which peuld be plenned and executed for Wegroes as well as be superviged
by them. ;

Miss sadler suggested’ the formulation of discussion groups in
nelghborhood centers that would be run entirely by younp people.

Urg. Bethune brought up aguin the guestion of the rural set-up and
suppested w group training center whioh would Ee into the rursl distriots
toe seleot and train leaders. She suggested, wlso, thut some of the
outstanding young people be placed in Sumner Hormal 3ohwols te be taught
youth leadership.

br. liorne suggested the possibility of developing legro ocump pro-
Jeets. Migs Cuthbert sugpested the possibility of developing farm
projeols as training centers for boys und giils fur farm work. D, Caliver
said he hoped that the proper apportionment of projeots would be uude
smong Hegroes -- that the group semd in furtler suprestions,.

Dr., ‘Jeaver stated thet a plan to insurae legro participation on the
work for F.U.A. projests of housing have been developed by th. Department
of Interior whereby a prima facis evidenas of diserfmination bused upon
census figures was established for the varidus stutes. L. Toblas said
it would probably be necessary to insert a clause in contracts stating
that such types of work as Negroes were qualified to do would be apen
for Kegroad. i

Mr. Eugene Knickle Jones stated that the delegates to the uweting
made a representative showing for their rece with the exception of
representution for the Church. : E

Mr. "1llisms esked that wll people attending the conferance send in
buees of persons te be appointed on the jJdvisory EBourd. ol

‘Mr. Williams agked Mr. Corson to be chalrman ofa commiites tﬁ draw
up a repart on the questioms brought out as a result of the conference,




to

and Or. Weaver, Dr. Toblas, Mr. iorne and Lr. Teylor were chiosen
do this work.
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August £8, 1935 /

My desr Mr. Williems:

I think the artiole about
th%uﬂfﬂrmnu on Negro Youth ia
exodllent. I fee) that this meeting
muast have done s great deal of goodj

Yery sinoeroly yours,

Mr. Aubrey Williems
Netional Youth ndministraticn
1734 N.Y. Ave., N.W. DD
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NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

bugust 22, 1935
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Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, " < s
The White House, fo by i
Washington, D. C. ik ;

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I am_attaching & clipning from the Pitis-
burgh Crusader of August 16th, concerning the meat-
ing held with the Negro leaders, which I thought
would be of interect to you.

Eincer




FRIDAY, AUGUST 18, 1015

THE PITTSBURCH CIUSADER, PITTSDURGH, FA :

PACE THREE

National Youth Administration
To Pay Attention To Problem

Of Negro Youth

COUNFERENCE ON MEGRO YOUTH

+ FROBLEMS HELD EY THE Ma-
THINAL YOUTH ABMINISTRA-
TN,

Mue atwims of MNegpro vath ea af=
feeteq by the Nattons) Toorh Admin-
falrarion's progam war ‘discesed At
& coaference of Negpro lesdera &5 [5a
beadquirtera of the NYA dear Tiurs

- day (Augut 8).

T Ameng the topics dlernsad at the
eonlerttce wers » comparison of MNe-
gre and White youths betwesg fhe
agrs of 16 amd 25 om refted, wpdeclal
eocupalional data, nonenroilmest o

' the schools as Gt afects the Megro,
Epecisl rural probléms, and Negro
parilclpatien lo communily recréa-

. Vea,

The conférence was addressed by

bava of Thy WY A stam,

Polstisg and hial (he Nellooal &d-
vleary Commitien of the NYA alresds
Tas iwo Negre represunlalives, Miss
Mary M, Betbuze, of Bothens Cook-
man Collegs, Flories, suggested Ltha
iha groap called 16 ihe  conlerencs
mhanld bs kBawn w4 a3 advisory groop
oa' Megro qoeafiess, end aboukl ba
¢alled in agsln Trem tims Lo time,

Among thess who silesded the coa-
farence wers:

Dir, Chanslag H. Tobles, MNetlsaal
Cogoell, ¥. M. € A, 347 Madison
Avenus New York: Preaddent David
D, Jones, Benzett College for Weaun-
en, Greensboro, M, Co Misy Mary M.
Belhans, BHetbose-Cochman Collsge,
Florida, o member of the NYVA MNa-
tosal Advisary Commities; Irs Reed,

Usrdewivwe  lusiblule, Hunlesluwn,
H. 1.; Deas Frask Hoerse, FL Vellsy
Migh nod Isdusirtal Schod, Fr Val-
luy, Grorgla; Die, Moborl Wesrar, Ad-
wisor on Megro AMolra, Depl of lo-
warlar, Wesklsgtem: 'Willam -Henry
Haustle, Asslstanl Sollelier, Depl. of
Interier, Washlngion: Eogess Eisck-
T Jones, Advisor on Megro Afalrs,
Dept. of Comeercs, Weshlnglon;
Walter White, Secretary, Matlooal
Amyociation Advancement for Colored
People, Wuakizgion, D, C., Jaomes A.
Atkina, Asslstant |n Educational ac-
Urlites of Negroes, FERA, Washing-
tom, O, ., Dr. Mordecal Joheson,
P'rll'lﬂul. Howsrd Unbverally, 'Wsli-
Ingtem, D ., Miss Marbon Cutlibert,
Lexingion Avenna, ¥, M, 0. A New
York Ciy; Mre, Ellsabeil Pesry Can=

K ke
r. -i"-

"_- iy ‘

A Fepird bﬂlhlupﬂ.ﬂ u--
mllies lmlllnl Ly lli mlﬂ
wimled: e 2

“We agres ihal Lhe mnl e
Fangrmenla for gollego bave proved
matisfactory e they bave bees s op-
eraiivn Im the past, sl wiah Lo poist
oul that the sscceas of this vesturs
huhvidulnlulnl.l.unnu
he fact that the Tunds have been ad-
minigtered direcily &y the h-ﬁ of
the varicms Institwlioms . Thas com-
mbites eoncurs wiih the liberalization
of the Interpretation of ‘Beed” and Lhe

“type of work acceplable - for work

acholarships ui.lr the H‘I’.’Jn pres
gram,

“Wae grps that i la p.ﬂlu.rr o
all Hegro orguaimsiioss la cooperals
with the Nallosal Youth - Adminisirs-
tlen In avery way paasibla,’ WWe Bud
thai ihe perivais lﬂlllnH- BEOOE

Megroes Is- mors Imperiaat

than
would possibly be tree of other
groups.  Organissiless  epechlicaliy]
polnisd uel are the ¥, M. & A Y.

W. C. A, Urban League. Boy Soouts
of Amsrica, .l.lul almfisr erganizs-

teba,
"W feal the Erest need of trsining
opporiusitios for yousg Negru people,
bus (b sppliceilos of I3 to Negro prob.
lema calla Tor & conlloned wmwoand ol
staly, - Tha conmlites conpurs witk
Mra., Willlama' sistamsent in regard

%o the sdviaabdlity of irelolug Me-
tﬂhll ail phassa of socia]l and puk-
Tl parvies work. I

» “Thare la u EYeal mood for wors-
thll-l puldancs smong young Negre
peiple, but this, fen, b & problem
which ealls for & coslinued smount of
study,

"Wa feel poverzing principles of
Falrmeas and bmparilality in the ear-
rying out of orders of the Adminksira-
tlom showld be feariessly followed.
© =W agres that Isdivides] members
af the grosp mestlsg todey abould be [
requesial t0 snbmit ln writing aay
projesty that might occor to them
wideh would be In Hee with ihe qur-
POt ol iba Adwminlsiratlon. We
agres alep ibal Lo l=eere Negro par-
tiglpation In tha work &n thesws pFo-
Jecls a eritarlon of prims facla evl

denca of discrimineaiion based ne

—

' My, Aubsey WiHasts, Execuifre Di-|Soclology, Atlasts University, At-|2on. Spellmas  College, Atlazts,

' sector of {5e NYA, and aeveral mem- | lanta, Georgls; Willas Valentins, | Groris ¥i

e i e —_— T e m—
- [

pemiEn Bgunes abould b ssisblialed
far ihe vaciogs sisies.™ Such provi=
whens would be |z Bos with the pelicy,
am! praciice ‘which has been carriel
eul by the Houslag, Divislos of thy
PWA, in settlog forh s specifcs=
tlong for cosirmcia for PWA [loes
w L

ECONOMIC -
HIGHLIGHTS -
The new lax bill—deslpned to In=
creess the Fedoral government's an-
nuzl lnctms by Uhs neal susm of $370,~
000,000—as framed by the Houss, I8
in aceord with the President’s wished

in general, bot posn apaimet them in
a numbsr of particslars,

The bill ls based on the “Share-
!h—'ﬂ'-ll"ll-.- T 'i-ﬂ _‘
tames on Individ
ﬂmmr&.mm
the exislng Mat corporation tax witkl
& gradusted bevy; place new levies on
Inhetitasors wnd Cifls and fax axceas
corporaiion profits trom B o 20 per
el

Thzs, It breadly feilows Mr. Rooses




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER=-JOHNSOMN BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW,
WASHINGTON

Eeptember 28, 19%6.

Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,
Waghington, D. C.

o
My'dedr WMrs. Hoosevelt:
I am atteching some typlcal cese stories
from Dutchess County, New York.
Do you think it would be possible for the

President to read thia?

Sincerely,




The D family who spplied for aid in June, 1932, consists of
Mr, D, Mre. D (motive Tuberculosis) ane som snd two daughters of school
age,- two married daughters, the husband of cne mnd two small grand-
- ‘ _

Mr, D had been stesdily smployed at the Dutchess Bleachery
for seventeen yoars and was leld off for the first time,in May, 1932,
Though he had earned fair wages, he had never been abls to mooumulats
any reserve because his large femily at!uurb-d all his sarnings,

From May 1932 until Jume 1932 what employment he had at the
Bleachery was oredited to his rent. The famdly have cooupled the same
house owned by the Bleschery since 1910.

The son=in-lew secured a little work now and then at the
BEleachery but it was hardly emough to provide food for his wife and
child, The ocmbined earmings of My, D and his son-in-lew nrﬂ nok
sufficlent to care for the family and the Rellef Bureau of necessity
provided food and milk,

In June Mr, D was again oalled for work at the Bleachery,
btut his wages were not steady as they depended on the smount of business
which' the Eleachery had. The weelly pay emvelopes brought to the Relief
Offics showed wide variation and at no time was enough earned to oare
for the family's minimm needs. Beosuse of the weelkly ﬁry.‘.n;'mu,
it is nn-l.ur:r for the Relief Bureau to grent grocery orders to make
up the difference between the earnmed wmges and the family's minimm

The femily beoause of its T, B. history as well as of its sise,

“

3 |




will need continued aid for an indefinite period, since the Bleachery

_{(\g é;d.dud.‘l.ym of & group of "orippled industries" and will in all
probebility not ageln ensble the wage earner in this family to make
big enough wages to meet its needs.




Mr., £ aged 49, who for ten years had been steadily qiu}-ld
as a Distriot Traffiec man on the Cemtral New England Railrcad earning
good wages, was foroed by unemployment to apply for rellief in June, 1934,

Mr. K's famlly oconsista of his wife 60, Home 18, Fred 16, and
Edward 16, The latter has been diagnosed as I'n imbeoile and epileptio.
The parents prefer to keep him at homs, This will cost them $1.00 per
day for necessary medioine. The County Welfare Department sanotions
this arrangemont mince it will cost the Counby an equal sum per day to
kesp the child in an institution.

After applying for rellef, Mr. K was placed on a work relief
project as a foreman and sarmed snough to cover the family's budget.
Insurance sdjustments when ocompleted enabled him to oare for his family
without any aid for six weeks. At the end of this time he was again
placed on work relief and has so aou’l;i:ﬁiud.

' Thers is 1ittle probability of Mr, K's being resmployed by
the Cenmtra] New England Rallroad s they have preotioally csased
up-rit!.u; in his vioinity. Consequently, the family will undoubtedly
need oontinued relief. It is probable that as the epilleptiec son grows
older and beocmes less managesbls, the Welfars Department will again

be oalled upon for mid in placing him in a proper inst tutd on.,

Beptember 12, 1936
RAsIR




The P family, inoluding Mr, P aged 30, his wife, Hilda, 24,
Faul 4 and Franklin 3, applled for rellief in Deoember, 1532,

Mrs. P needed medioal and surgioal oare following the pre-
:'uturl birth of a ohild. The little boys wers diagnosed as suffering
from maried maloutrition,

The father, a stone-srusher by trade, was unemployed and the
fenily had no rescurces. They lived remt fres through the gensrosity
of thelr landlord ‘hub they oould no langer meet their need for Tusl
and food.

From the time of spplication on, the family has sontinusd
o0 relisf dus to the fast that the man's employment has been only me
or two days a weask, During May, 1535, he worksd two full weelks, but
even then his wages were between meven and eight dollars short of meet-
ing the minimum budget set by the Relies Bureau. Relief has been given
both through work and direct relisf. Milk and cod 1liver oil have besn
sent for the ohildren, .

8inoe stone-orushing is a highly seasonal industry and even

- & full week's wages at the present rate is insuffiolent to meet their
needs, this family in all probability will continue to need supplementary
relief and medioal mssistance for scme time to ocome,

Beptember 12, 1936

HA: IR
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Mr. H.,who had been steadily employed by the Green Fuel Economizer
Company for 37 years,was leid off for the first time in Hnﬁnmhar, and worked
only eight and one-half daye between that time and April 1952, when he was
forced by circumstance to apply for relief. His two sons, Joe, 35, and Harold,
27, were also unemployed. Joe had worked in a hat factory until a year ago when
he was laid off; while Harold had had no employment other than & little city
work during the previous winter.

In June 1952, until the present time, Mr. H. hag had intermittent
periods of unemployment with his previous employer, but Joe has been 111 and
unable to work at all. Harold has spent two periods at a CCC Camp. During .
Harold's residence in CCC the family was able to pay its rent and partially
support itself, but the Relief Buresu has had to give some mssistance on and off.
Usually Mr. H.'s periocds of employment have been at intervals of several
monthe and at no time has he earned ﬂu.i‘fin;'len‘t. wages to enable him to save toward
periods of unemployment. As & rule he m;ﬂ a few daye' work st & time —

earning from $4. to $8. a week, 7
During perlods of unemployment the Rellef Bureau has been called

upon for supplemental relief, and undoubtedly will have to continue to assist
the H. family until Mr. H. secures full time employment at & wage sufficient '
to care for the minimum needs of his family.

RA - September 12, 1955

.y




TP Family

The FP family, consisting of parents and two sons aged 18 and
12, applied for relief in June 1935 because of unemployment of the father and
the eldest son. At the time of application the family was behind in rent, and
out of food and cooking fuel. Mr. P.had a good work history. He had worked
in the New York Rubber Shop elnce he was 14 years old, as a mixer, and had earned
good money, but sometime previous to being laid off he earned only $18. a week
when he worked full weeks.

After the family had been mesisted for two months through Home
Relief, Mr. P. was employed part time by the rubber firm and later by the Green
Fuel Economlzer Company. No relief was needed again until Saptam‘bar. 1935, when
he was agaln unemployed. Relief was given for sbout three montha. At this time
'Lﬁa eldest son left home and the father's earnings were sufficient to care for
his small family.

Both the rubber company and the Green Fuel Economizer Company make

g

a practice of calling Mr. P. for a few days' work &t a time. There are intervals
during which ha either had no work and i1s entirely dependent upon relief, or
has such low paid work that relief must be supplemented.

_ 8ince both these companies do not give Mr. P. sufficient wage
g0 that any reserve may be accumulated for pericds of unemployment, it will be
necessary for relief funds to be used to elther carry entirely, or supplement

the work wages of Mr. P. during his periods of unemployment.

FA - September 12, 1935




Mr. HM.

Mr, M., who had been edployed for 26 years by the Green Fuel
Economizer Company as an iron molder, earned £30. a week until 1929. At that
time work became more and more irregular, until in 1930 Mr. M. was leid off.
His wife, who had worked prior to her marrisge in the bleachery, could not
geek employment because of the three small children at bhm. One of these,
Rose, agc? 5, is lame &3 a result of severs infantile paralysis when she was
17 months old.

Mr. M, first applied for relief in December 1932, and was placed
on work relief where he remained until May of 1955. From May until October
he was aalf:-mt.ainﬁg?*hut in the latter month he hed to apply for relief at
Fhia time because of d.aht.n; amounting to over £100., and could secure no fuel
for the winter because of an unpaid bill of the previous year. The rent
problem had become more pressing because his landlord (his father-in-law)
had reached a state in his financisl condition where he would elther have to
apply for relief or somehow secure Mr. M.'s rent for living purposes.

Mr. M. was egain placed on relief which was continued until A.pril 1954, when
he once more secured private employment which carried the family until January
of 19356, The family was again on relief until March 1955, when Mr. M. secured
It.hru montha' employment, carrying them until June. At this tf_.n-n Mr. M. aga:l:ls
applied for full relief. At the present time he is 'again working part time
but tht’ﬁ;;.i-? 'Eu;hm is supplementing his inadequate wages by sending milk
to t.huhln-u for the children — the eldest of which has in the past few years
lost weight and become "nervous" as lack of sufficlent and proper food.

From the previous history it 1is ;ll.{'n to assume that the M.
family, ].i.ka many others in which the breadwinner has only intermittent low-
pald employment, will contimue to be or m‘ﬂﬁlllit-l.t.ﬂ lupplmnﬁrr relief from

a public agency.

RA - September 12, 1935

-



Mra, M spplied for relief in Jamary, 1935, stating that
her husband who had been employed for 1% years by the Borden Milk Co.
had besn thrown out of employment as the plant olesed in September,

1654,

The family consists of the paremts and three schocl ghlldrem.
Mrs. ¥ had no food at home and sould obtain none on credit as she already
owed $216,00 to the looal grocers. g

A onll at Borden's showed exosllent work referemces for Mr, M
but no hope of resmployment except three days' ioe=outting the next tima
the ice-pond froze over, Home investigation showed need and the family
was placed on home relief until February, 1935, when Mr. M was plaoced
en a TERA project.

During this early period of relief Mrs, ¥ had a "nervous break-
down" and nesded un-iiutl oare, BOhe had for meny years suffered from asthma
which grew decidedly worse at this time, and since the Home Relief Pureau
sould not pay for the type of medication she needed, s good part of the
work relief wages was spent to provide nscessary medication. : :

The family is & very thrifty one and prides itself on its ability
to "stretoh” Mr., M's work relief wages, The latter humbs sssiduously for
work when he is not sotually working on the project.

Until Mr, ¥ oan again find work in private industry, they will

of ‘nﬂﬂ;lﬁ remain on the relief Tolls.

September 12, 1936

RArIR




MR, F

The F family, definitely in the "white collar” group, is made up
of Mr. F, a salesman, Mrs. F, one daughter age 18, and five sons ranging from
8 to 17. Their budget at the time of applicaticn in August 1955, called for
& weekly expenditure of §25.95, while Mr. F's earnings were §4.00 weekly snd
hie daughter's $5.00. For the previous year & private egency had pald the
rent for the family. The Director of the agency, however, felt that because
of the general economic situaticn the F family would necessarily need assistance
for a long pericd to come, so referred them to the Public Welfare Bureau.

The father, a most aptnm:iatic and persevering person, made numercus
connections as road salesman for various firms, but each new venture, while it
btrought in a.\lit.t.la money, did not provide the sun necessary to cover the budget.
Certainly none of the failures were due to & lack of either hard work or enthuslasm
and high hope, The family learned to live on a reduced tudget, but still there

wes a large deficit between the income &nd the necessery expenditures. For short
periods Mr. F succeeded in earning all but three or four dnllﬂrb of his budget.
The deficit wes made up by the Relief Bureau through aen:ling extra milk for the
children.

From Msy to July of 1934, Mr. F earned nothing, and it was necessary to
carry the family m full Home Rellef, In July Mr. F was placed on work relief,
first as a laborer and later promoted to time keeper. In this latter position he
govered his full btﬂgui; now §19.00.

Since July 1934 Mr. F has continued to work on the T.E.R.A, project. In
winter, when the road work was closed he agein tried to sell on the road but he has
at no time been successful enough to care for his family without assistance. Even
though Mr. F earns & small varying smount weekly, and his daughter contributes §5.00
to §4.00 out of hlur §5.00 wage, it 1s still necessary for the Relief Bureau to

supplemént the family income. In &ll probability until industry returns to a more




normel level and there 1s more opportunity for Mr, F in hls own line of employ-

unt.j. this thrifty self respecting and energetic famlly will continue to need
agsietence.,

KAt

Ceptember 12th 1935,




V.L.M, FAMTLY

The V.L.M. family applied for relief in Jume 1935, At that time Mr, M
was employed in the Dutchess Eleachery earning £8.00 & week, Investigation showed
that his earnings nearly covered the budget so that sssistance was refused,

However, three weeks later Mrs. M applied stuting that her husbend had been laild off
nldng with 24 other employes with no assurance as to future reemployment.

The family, besides Mr. M who 4is 22 years of age, consiste of hie l.'.i.fa
nga.lg and Vincent 4 months old, The relatives of this family are all on relief
and rellef office records show that all possible resources, such as insurance, have
uiready been exhausted. Townsfolk and employers alike spoke very highly of the
young couple, describing them as herd working, self respecting and yulusble citizens.

The applicaticon for relief was accepted and sinece Mr. M is not trained
for any work other than that of a laborer he was soon placed on work rellef tlrough
which he earned his full budget except for remt. Mr. and Mre. M preferred not to
-ask for rent relief but made én arrangement with their landlord whereby the rent was
.allowed to run until the husbend wes reemployed &t the Bleachery when part of his
wages would be regulerly charged sgainst rent.

Mr. M is constantly in touch with the employment director at the Bleschery
since he le exceedingly aenxdious, in his own words, to "get off relief and have a
real job again;. However, since Wr. ¥ is dependent on the Blemchery for employ-
ment and the Bleachery's work fluctuates according to the orders received, chances
are that this family will contlmue to need aseistance both in periods when the
Bleachery is running on low force schedule or is entirely closed. There is lit.‘t-li
opportunity for Mr. M to seek employment in any other fleld since the -Bleachery

ip the cne industry in hie community which still offers some employment.

Rt

September 12th 1935




THE B_FAMILY

Mr. B, a railroad section hand, employed by the Central New England
Reilroad, applied for supplementary assistance in December 1331, Hie period of
amplu:ﬁant. hed been cut to three days & week, which did not enable him to earn
enough to support his wife and five children ranging from four to fifteen years
-:rf age. With what he earned he could manage to pay his remt but he could not
supply sufficient food, fuel and milk. The two glder children wers being kept
out of school because they had no shoes.

The case was accepted for relief and during the investigatiom 1t wae
found that the famlly was over. insured. Insurance adjustment was immediately
started and relief granted pending rapaipt. of cesh from insurance companies.

Mr. B's employment see sawed back and forth between two, three and
four days a week., Cash from insurence when 1t was received brought only a small
check which the femily spent under the supervision and approvel of the relief
worker on necessary fuel and clothing., Relief granted necessarily veried accard-
ing to the amount earned weekly by Mr. B.

From the time of first applicetion in 1931 to August 1855 rellef was
continued in verying amounte, depending upon the earnings of Wr, B. With the
opening of the W.P.A. program Mr. B was placed on one of the projects. He also
continues his work with the raﬂrna.d, which nu.}r be one or two days & wak. Tha
relief worker finds that it is necessary to continue supplementary rel:l.ar for
medical care, (one child was operated on 8/8/55 for severe knee injury and will
continue to need hospital care) and for school clothing for the children. Whether
or not the B family can be permanently dropped from rellef roles depends upon
tncreased activity of the Contral New England Railroad. Since the railroad has
x practically ceased operatica in this locality the chences are great that the

family will uont.i.nuu: to need supplementary relief for an indefinite pericd.

RAr

September 12th 1985,




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

WAL KER-JOHNSON BUILDING ' d [ ﬂ-—"“f
= " 1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW. el -
adiel fhi . WASHINGTOHN, D. C. &Y _ h__.,..r“'
A [ IETRATOR = 1.1,.4._»‘-""
Jermary 12, 1938, k-l-'ii’
i
a2
<ira. Ealvioa T. Bchelder w‘l’"
Secretary to Era. Roosevelt \‘} W
Tha White House \

Dear Nrs. Schaldar:

Tou will reesll that Ers. Roosevelt re-

ferred to me recently corres e brought to her atten-

tion by Miss Hary Dewson from Boderick of

the Public Welfare Board of ton, sachusetts, regard- :

ing the distribution of commodities in that eommunity. \

I have turmed this correspondsnce over

to our Reglomel Director of Women's and Profeseional Proj-
ects in New England, Nrs. Lula Martin Beott, with the re-
quest that she see to 1t that somecne discuzeses this matter
with Mrs. Stebbims. The division of responsibllity for the
distribution of surplus commoditles is somewhat complicated.
The Works Progress Administretiom provides workers on a
reguler project basis to the State Department of Welfare,
which is actually responsible for the carrying out of com-

. podity distribution im the state. It iz not clear from Mrs.
Etebbine' letter whether her difficulties are slth the State
Depertaent or with the Works Progress Adminlstration. If
the problem resta with the Works Frogresa Admimistretion, I
an sure that we can make some adjustment, bat if it is & mat-
ter of her relatiomship with the State Department of Welfars,
it is & matter whieh falls somewhat outside our juriedietion.
We will, however, do everything possible to straighten out
the matter.

In regard to the complaint which Miss Dewson
brings to Mrs. Roosevelt’s atteatlon regarding Montana, I
believe that ths problem there is ome which should preperly
be handled by the Federsl Surplus Commodity Corporation in the
of Agriculture and I am, therefors, referring & copy
of Miss Dewsoa's letter to thes for thelr information snd imves—
tl#t“- ki

Sincarely yours




Fug m'm:m
SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD
WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

Mras. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,
Hﬁlhinstlﬂﬂp D.C.

Dezr Eleanor:

s

: Mrs. Roderick Stebbins is the widow of the
Unitarian minister of Milten, Mass. end & fine woman as well
as a great pal of mine. She lkmows every working person in
the town and spends her life in pood deeds.

Of course Milton is 99% Republican. Mrs.
Stebbins has tried to be fair towarde the efforts of Harry
Hopkins and Boclal Security. I thought you might like to
send this on to whoever is in charge of surplus comrodities.

I also had & letter from Montama today saylng:
"Now I hear that they have put a young man in the Federal
Surplus Commodities Commission who has issued orders that no
one can obtain commodities unlese they-have four or more in
the family. This is working a great hardship here in your
department. Apples &re rotting, the man in the Welfare De-
partment tells me, and thqy cannot issue them to families
such as the following: W with two girla, one over 16,
recelving §18.00 per nont |land no work; enother with tuhar-
culous husband and one uhiid drawing ilB.ﬂD from Velfare
Department; enocther with !iru who hes been 11l three months,
receiving $44.00 per month, which cannct pay rent, feed family
of wife and child and buy medicimes. I think we have sbout”
25 families like thig here in Glendlve besides many out in the
country. Then, he has ordered that only cne month's supply of
potatoes can go out. To come in 30, 40 or 50 miles here to get
a few potatoes is hardly worth the trip. It costs more to get
them than it would to buy from a country store."

Affectionately yours,

: j;._lnw
Mary W. Dewson
Member of the Board




43 CANTOM AVEHUE - MILTOM - MASEACHUBETTS

Dacember 30,1937.
Dear Molly:-

Minnie wae here this morning and I
read her this letter that I sent on the 20th to
the President.She inslsted that I send you &
copy of it--80 here 1t ia! The feeling against
the commodlity dlistributlon here in the town
is 8o strong that I have been approached by in-
fluential people who even want to have parlor
mestings of protest,and who are criticlsing me

for my weakness in not agreeing with them.Well,

here's the letter,which explaina itsmelf.

- Ever youra,

o, .




Boampo oF Pustic WELFARE BurEau oF OLD AcE ASSISTANCE

JOHH TALBOT, CHAIMHAN
MRS, RODERICK STEBBINE
MRS, JOHM B. PURCELL

JOHH TALBOT, CHAIRHAN
THOMAS M, JIBEONS
EDWARD C. JOMNEBOMN, ZND
MAS. RODERICK BTEERBINS
LESTER O. WATEON, M. D, :
HERBERT E. FLEISCHNER. AsEnT

HERBERT K. FLEISCHNER. AQENT

MILTOH, MASSACHUBETTHE

December 20,1937.

To the President of the United States,
Washington,D.C.

My dear President Rocsevelt:-

May I introduce myself to you by re-
ferring to our mutual friend,Miss Mary W.Dewszon?

The commodity distribution in Milton
is not what 1t should be,I am constantly asked why we let such things
go on, We have asked for cooperation and sharing of names of recip-
ients,and we get no results.,Persone recelve commodlties,who do neot
need them,The criticliem of this branch of the rellef plan of the
government(which 1t deserves)is affecting the feeling in regard to
the rest pf the program of 0ld Age Asslstance and Ald for @ﬂpandant
Children etc,which 1s golng through marvelloualy well,The program
of the adminlstration is therefore being criticlsed wholesale be=
cause certain individuals are not carrying out what would be your
wish in regard to the commodity distribution,We have tried to work 1
through the State authoritles,but cannot get cooperation in this
bransh of the program.Is there anything that you ~an suggest for
us to do so that the whole program may not suffer from the critl-
clsm that is qulite rightly directed at the Commodity Distributlon® . i

Sincerely yours,

Mrs,Roderick Stebbins,’
43 Canton Avenue,Milton,Massachusetta,




use 2, 1938 ()

1
MEMORANDUM FO:d M. AUBHEY WILLIMS:
See Mra. Hoossvelt's note:

~ "Dear Ambrey: Couldn't you give him &
ﬂhlmﬂﬁ 111 a H-P.J\. Dfﬂﬂ? EIH!‘

7

Jemes D. Cunmn, Jr., Maxey Lane, Nashville, Tenn. Former drug addict - treated

at “o 8. Hmpltll'lt'lﬂiml!n. ﬁi and curad, Neads work.
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June 6, 1933,

Mrs. Franklin D. Roozevelt
The White House

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt;
I am in receipt of your note bring-
ing to my attention a letter from Mp, James U, Gunn,

Jr. and am taking stape to see whether somethine cannot

be done for him,

Sincerely yours »

& M{&iﬂ—ﬂ'

eputy Admini strator
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day 22, 1938
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( Ry L .
Mrs Franklin D. Roosevelt k*vr : {]l \l
¥hite House {“} f‘r L f D1l ana
Washington, D, C, 1}‘ F .
¢h (:Pi o

Dear Mra Roosevelt: a

()

Last winter I had the honor of seeing you, and being spoken
to by you, en your wisit to the Hospital at Lexingtom, Kentuoky.
Vhen you spoke to me on one of the wards I was never so surprised
in my life. It was not so much that you were the wife of the
President, that caused this surprise, but the kind and sincere
way in which you spoke to me, and not only to me, but to ever;-
cne you met, regardless of whether or not they were a member of
the Sta ff or a patient that the Staff treated. It is because
of this impression that you made upon me that I am writing you
for assistance in helping me to cbtain empleyment in order that
I may lead a normal existence like the majority of other men do.

Sentiment or charity is not solicited by me.

Because of the untrue, and unfair publicity that certain law
enforoement agencies ha ve caused to be published frem time to
time regarding individuals who have ever been addicted to the use —
of narcotic drugs, have prejudiced the minds of possible employ-
ers to such an extemt that they will not consider, for one moment
employing one of these individuals bven tho he has been strong
enough to overcome his habituation.

Unfortunately I became addioted to druge at the age of 18, I
am 36 now. During these years of periodic addiotion I have dreamed
of the time when I would become permanently oured of the habit.
Now that my dream has been realired, I find it almost impossible :
to obtain employment, |

Sinee my release from the U. S. Publio Health Service Hgspital
at Lexingten, Eentuoky (at which place I received such a wonderful
treutment) I have tried every way that I lmow of, to get some sort
of a Job. (It is very necessary that I get a Jjob in order that
I may oarry out my schedule of method for Post Withdrawal treatment).




=)
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S0 O GUMNMN
SITY HALL
MABHVILLE, TENNESSEE

My attemptes to obtain tﬁl much desired empleyment have falled, .
even though several letters of recormendation by responsible men
have been written to probable employers.

. You ma y think that I have deteriocrated to such & pgreat ex-

tent mentally because of the use .of drugs, that I am not oapable
of performing certain duties that ma y be asslgned me in compe-
tition with other employees doing the same work who have nevor
used druge. For procf of this I respectfully refer you to the
following men for whom, under their gpuldence, I did some sta-
tistiogl work that was published by the U, S. Publie Health
Service, and The A merican Jourmal of Psychiatry in the Hanuary
1938 issueq

Dootor Lawrence Eolb,

Vediea 1 Director,

U. 5. Publie Hea lth Servioce,

Kedioan 1 Officer in Charge,

U. 8, Pyblio Health Servioce i spita 1,
Lexington, Kenmtuoky.

Dootor C. K, Himmelsbach,

Fassed A ssistdnt Surgeon,

U. 8. Publioc Health Service,

Clinioal Directeor,

U. S. Publio Health Service H spitl.l i o

Lexington, Kentuoky. L

I also respectfully refer you to Mr. Halph R. Browm, Psychologlst,
U. S« Publio Health Service H spital, Lexingten, Kentucky for whom
I did statistioal work for fof more than a year, under his super-
vislon of oourse. I further refer you to Dootor W. F. Ossenfort,
Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 5. Publio Health Service, who is now
in Washington % The Surgeon Cemerals Offloe. He will, I feel sure,
if requested, aoqua int you with my work reoord while I was a pa-
tient at the hospital, He was the Exewutive Offloer during my stay
there, and one of the most wonderful men that I have ever lnown.
The intelligent, humane and sinocere treatment shown me by these
dootors could not ha ve been better had I pald an encrmous hospital
bill for it, and for this treatment, that has served to oure me of
drug addietion, I will be eternally grateful.

Several weeks ago I applied for a positicn in the statlistioal |
department of The Unemployment Division (Compensation) of the State
of Tennosses, A fter walting lor a considerable length of time, I
was notified that they could not use me., I have also registeresd
with svery loyment olffioe in the City, besides numerous appli-
ontlons with Insuranoce ocompaniss, I have also tried to obtain em- |
ployment as an a pprentioce painter, or work of any nature that
would afford me the opportunity to earn a livellhood.
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J, O GUMNMN
CITY HALL
MNASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

My interests lie in statistioal work, I would be grateful for
an opportunity to do this sort of work at a sala ry of $20,00 per
woek, or even less, until such time as I would merit advancement.
It is felt that by continuous study of this work, along with the
aotual performance of i1t, that sooner or later my employer would
be bound to see that I really was worthy of promotion.

If you are kind enough to give this letber a ny of your valu=
able time, I wish you would write to Judge John J. Gore, the Federal
Judge of this distriot, end ask him just what chance he thinks I
have for rehablilitation. A lso write to Dr, E. J. Eberling, Chief
Statistioian, Cotton States Building, Nashville, Tennessee. ( Unem=
ployment Division.)and a sk him to send you a copy of the letters
of recommendation that he has recelved in my faver.

There are times in all mens lives when they need jJust a little
shove to get over the hill. It is almost impossible for a man who
has used drugs as long as I have to ever be able to rehabilitate
himself alone, I realize that there 1s a hard poad ahead of me,
but I am determined never to use drugs again regardless of whether
anyone helps me het a job or not. It seems to me that if the
Government would make an appropriation to take care of men who
have been released from the hospital at Lexington, until such time
as employment could be obtained for them, that it would increase
the percentaze pf permanent oures 500 per-cent. There are boys
in this partioular institution that I lmow would never use drugs
arain if they would have a decent place to live, and a job to work
at, when they are relesased. When a man is raélessed from this insti-
tution and has no home, money, or Job it oauses him to feel that
sooiety is mgainst him, but he lmowa that when he takes an inject -
ion of morphine, he does'nt care whether they are aga inst him or
not. With intelligent supervision of say a few community houses
in key oitlies of the ocountry whereby men of this unlortunate weak-
ness oould be sent upon their release from the hospital until they
had time to adjust themselves could not help (in my opinion) but
rebound for the good of humanity.

If you ocould, in some way, influence someone to give me a job,
I would be willing for a government physieian to examine me every
woek to assure you and soolety as a whole, that I can and will rise
above my previous addiotion to drugs. There is nof extreme that I
would not go to In order to regain the confidenoce of my fellowman,
and it is with this thought foremost in mind, and to this end, that
I have written you this letter. I have not used drugs now for §
}'“r'. »

L]
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J. D GUMNMN
CITY HALL
MHABHYILLE, TENMESSEE

Flense excuse this terrible typeing, as I am using a machine
in an office and I feel that they are in a hurry for me to finish.
It has been a long time since I have used a typewriter. The mis-
takes that I lmow I have made were made from ignorance and not from
onrlessnes or & desire to offend you in any way. I wish to say that
I ha ve the utmost respect for you.

Trusting that out of the kindness of your heart that you will
help me to obtain a job of any kind, I am

LS

Vory respectlully,

}&M@f Ag" \i{fmv/ffﬂ

Ja mes D, Gunn Jr.
Maxoy Lane,
‘--.\\ Na shville, Tennesses.

Yy reglster nmumber a t Lexington was #9085,

I a m enoldaing a pioture that I had made for ten cents, so that
you ma y have an idea of the locks of the writer. I belleve that
sometimes we can better judge whether or not one is sincere by
locking at their piotures, althe psyohologlsts claim that this 1s
not twmuo.
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION i
WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
WASHINGTOHN, D, C.

HARRY L. HOPKINS
ADMINIETRATOR

June 14, 1934,

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

- In further reference to your note of June
sacond ragnrtiin.g Mr. James D, Gunn, .‘.l'r., I em today in
recelpt of a letter from Colonel Berry, our Tennepsee
State Administrator, edvising me that Mr. Gunn has been
assigned to work at §75.00 per month beginning June

eleventh.

Sincerely yours,

puty Administrator




July 30, 1938

Dear ﬁn]ﬂ

I lunched the other day at the
same table in the dining car of the Penn-
sylvania train with a man who told me that
the Consolldated Water Power and Faper
Company of Wisconsin Rapids Wisoonsin,
wanted to make some two-mililcn dollara
worth of lmprovements in their plant,

Thui' tried to get labor on the Bpot, mostly
their old employees, and I understood that
these were on W.P,A, and they could not get
them to re » WI1ll you look up this ocase
and find what the reason 1s as I would
like to lain to the man to whom I was
talking, seemed on the whole reasonable
but prejudioced beocause of this partioular
oogourrenos, -

Very eincerely yours,

See card attached so reply can be sent to him,

Eo

3§1-:1111m Ba Iiarvasan_:_

R

, Mr. Aubrey Williams
" TR

< W ‘




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION (

WALKER-JOHMEON BUILDING ,r"‘ll
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!'/
August 4, 1858

HARRY L. HOPKINS
AT IH ISTRATOR

Mra. h'm.'ﬂ. D. mﬂ“ﬂlt'
Val-Ki11 Cottages
Hyde Park, New York

My dear Mrs. Eoosevelt:

I have your letter of July 50 with regard to the Comsolidated
Water Fower and Paper Company of Wisconsin Rapids and its inability to
secure lahor for the proposed $2,000,000 worth of improvements to ite
plants I have called Mr. Philip Flanner, our State Administrator for
Wisconsln, agking bim to have careful inquiry made into the situation
there and to report to this office. I am enclosing a copy of his reply.

We have made it a regular practice to investigate every com—
phmtt.httmtouudnmﬂrnuﬁndwmam«thntluppurt.a
the contention that our people will not take private employment.

Apropos of this general situation, you will be interested to
know that we have recently begun an arrangement which gives us the facta
as to the number of peopls leaving our projects and, in general, the
reasons for their leaving, and the results are extremely interesting.

For the months of May end June of this year, figures show that 520,000
people left our projects, of which approximately 245,000 left voluntarily.
Of these, 80,000 people stated specifically that they were leaving for
private employment and another 150,000 simply left the projects without
indicating the reason to our foremen. We believe it is reascnable to ss-
sume that most of the latter group also left for private jobs. In other
worde, sbout 200,000 people left our projects in thome two months to take
private employment. This i1s perticularly significant since in May and
June industrisl employment was actually declining.
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Form 18L
g va 116 GOVT=PXAX MADISON Wid IDITA AUGL & 19
AUBREY WILLIAMSS=.
DEPUTY ADMNR WPA WALKER JOHNSON BLDG WASiN DC=

MR MEAD OF CONSOLIDATED WATER PUWER AND  nFER COMPANY ASSURED |
ME BY TELEPHONE THAT HE «ikw OF NO SITUATION IN WHICH HES
COMPANY WAS HAVING ANY DIFFICULTY IN REEMPLOYING MEN ON #ine
THAT HIS COMPANY DID NOV have A PROGRAM OF LXFANSION OR

REEMPLOYMENT OF TWO MILLION DOLLARS OR ANf OTHEH FIGURE. THAT |
THEY WERE OPERATING AMD WERE NCT RAVinu add DIFFICULTY .

WHATSOEVER IN THE IR LABOR MAMAGEMENT. | AM INSTRUCTING THE
DISTRICT OFF ICE AT STEUEHSPE‘H#T TO CHECK %iih e LOUCAL

EMPLOYMENT OFFICE ON THE QUESTION OF WHETHER ANY PERSONS

OF FERED PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT AT PIIéUAILIHG RATES ARE RerJd3inG 'F_tJ
LEAVE WPA FOR SUCH EMPLOYMENT. WILL AP *RECIATE YOUR
TAANSMITTING ANY MORE DEFINITE INFORMATIUN WHICH MAY CUME TJ

Y Ou= _ ,
P D FLANNER ADMINISTRATOR. Jﬁ\/( O ‘ﬂf ﬁ%«;.q

1237 P .




Original of this sent to Mr. E. Grart vine, Apthurdele,

4 WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

|
: 11y % WALKER-JOMHEON BUILDIMNG

o 1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
: WASHINGTOMN, D, C.

HARRY L. HOPKINS Qetober 11, 193%

ADMIMISTRATOR

Mrs. Fraaklin D. Esosevelt : fiad
The Thite Heuss / /
Washington, D. C.

Ny dsar Nrs. Rscsevelt:

I am replying to your receat ncte and to Mr. Mages's
letter of October 4 regarding the WFA mrssry achoels at Arthurdals,
Tant Virginia.

I have taken this matter wp with the WPA officials
in West Virginis and have just besn informed that thay will be
able to imcrease the mumber of mursery scheol teachers at Arthnrdals
from four to six. 1 believe that this imcrease should provide ths
staff for the three scheols which Mr. Nime has requasted.

Becaniae of the limitations of the ameunt which we
may spend for mom-labor costs em WFA projacts, the allewance to
Artimrdale for food and sapplies remains at $30 per momth. I
bave no doubt that Mr. Nims will be able to securs ths additional
funds which may be nsoded for feod and wippliss from local centri-
bations. In distrituting the funds fer food and smpplies, the
State officlals felt obliged to weigh the nesds of Artimrdale fer
a third scheel against the needs of some of the impoverished miming
communities, such as those in Bcott's Bun, which havs herstsfers
besn witheut mursery scheol service.

ds 1 waderstand Nr. Nine's letter, the arrangement
vhich has Been made will make it pessible to provides mursery
schoal service for all of the childrem of pre-school age in
Artimrdale.

Sincarely yeurs,

. ,/ Mbrey Tilliams
" Deputy Mdministrator




December 12, 1538

Bear Aubrey:

; I huwve your letter about the
pursery school situation in New York Jtate

and am sorry to say that Mr. Herzog mdcéa

the ptatements in his letter which Dr. Andrus
antisipated and explainsd in hor report. Sha
and Eathryn Starbuck have asked for an inter-
view and I wieh very much that you would make
an appointment to have them both come domm to
see you, I have kmown Eathryn Starbuek for
many years and have tho highost respect for her,

This habit of having situstions which
arise investigated by the people about whom the
complaint 1s made seeas t0 me a most perniclious
ona and entirely futile. Exaotly the saie thing )
happensd in the Illinois gravel pit situation. by
I do not seo how you could expect a fair report
fron the people who are being sscused of doing
things which are not justifiable,

Very sinoerely yours,

ﬁﬁ' A d106e TulY meamorendum on the grevel 70D

pit situstion.




ﬂ g
e
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
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AosiETRATES ; November 29, 1958
W
Fad Ir ;
- . J ¥
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A
i) - Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt,
g » The White House,
"t ‘.1' } Washington, D. C.
£ e JJ‘ My dear Mra. Roosevelt:
v ¥
rllf ‘ - : With further reference to the New York
J '|l P nursery school situation, I am enclosing a copy
| b~ of a letter from Hay Branion and one from State

Administretor Herzog, which give a full report on

the matter. I em also returning your flle.
A/)J i
[ { i

- 5 Sincerely yours,
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
REGIONAL OFFICE NO. |
285 WEST 144 STREET

HARRY L. HOPKINS NEW YorK CiTy, N, Y.
ADMINISTRATOR

Wovowmber 23, 19358

Mr, Aubrey Williams

Deputy Aduinistrator :

Works Progress Administration -
1734 New York Avenus KW

hlhin;tnn, D. C.

Dear Mr., Williams;

With further referonce to tha Fursery Schoel 2
program in up-State lew York about which lrg, Rovsevelt
wrote to you on Cotober 13, you will be glad to know that
in accordanco with the prograa Leing promotoed by kr,
lisrsog, the non-relief supervision with the lursery School
Lt Saratoge Iprings was taken over on the day that Urs,
Mabel Taylor was dropped from the ¥.P.A.

In order that you may be familiar with this
whole situation and the history of the Kursery School
program in New York State, I am sending you & copy of
Lestor llerzog's letter, Mr, Horgog did not mentionm in
his letter but it might be of interest to you to know
that Dr. Andrus, who heads the Nursery School program
in the New York State Department of Education, is not
at all popular with the persomnsl of the Education
[ivisien in our Washington office,

Sincerely yours,

E. C. Branlon
Field Hepresentative

Ena,

Mra. R. has been misinformed sbout how Arthur Myers

services were securead. Evidently Daniels was responsible

RCB

i




+ WORKS FROORESS ADVINIS TRATION
OF NEW YORK STATE

0ld Post Offloe Buillding
Albany, K. Y.

YHovember 15, 1938

¥r.-R. Cu branion

Field Hepreseniative

Viorks Progress Adminlstration
266 Weat l4th Street

Hew York City, Kew York

Dear ¥r, Braniom

I have a memorandum of your telsphone conversation of
Hovember Gth whioh was made during my ebsence from the olty. In
this conversation you stated to my secretary that it anppeared
that the Nursery Schocl project in Saratopa was shut down because
of the digmissal of Mre. Uable Taylor, who was the supervisor and
who has been found inelipible. There must be some error inmsmuch
as the project is stlll operating and Mrs. Yaylor is supervising
the work as an smployee of Baratoga Springs and receiving the
same salary as she did under W.P.A, Her elipibility was cancelled
because her husband was working in private industry.

Agoording to our records, her employment was terminated
at the clese of the payrell period on September 23, 1938 and
sho was immediately taken cver on the payroll of Saratopa Springs.

In this conneotion it might be well to review the
matter of the Nursery School project., Some years apgo, some Nur-
sery Schocl projects wera started in this State with the help
of one of the Funds, I belisve the Rosenwald Fund although I am
not exmotly sure that Lthis was the particular Fund, They were
started as deacnstration units to be cperated for m certain
period of time af'ter which it was hoped that the communities
would take them over as budgetary items.

When C,W.A. started, additional projects were submitted,
I happen to know personally about this as I was Exwoutive Dir-
sctor of the Albany County C.W.A. unit and Dr, Andrus, topether
with another individual who was on ths payroll of the partici-
pating fund, disoussed the ratter with me. Their plans for
these Nursery Sohocl projeots wore so extreme that consideration
was immediately refused in Albany. L

However, tho New York T.E.R.A. whioh manaped the C,V,.A.
approved & largs nusber of these and when %.P.A. started they
were cperating ot such an exorbitant oost that no community could
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possibly afford to take them over. Alter these projects had
cperated under W.P.A. for m time it was remlired that it would be
abgolutely necessary to get them working on a roasonable business
basis with the hope that when V.P.A, ended, or possibly before, -
that then the value of these projecis could be proven to the local
communities, in order thot when instances of the character of the
Taylor matter came up, the local authorities would be willing to
put in some of their o funds.

One of our first steps was to inesist that the commurity
pay some share of the cost, as up to that time they hud paid nothing.
Crly one project in the 3tate, to my knowledqe,.was oclcosed and
that, 1 believe, was in Niapara Falle. As individuale becanmes in-
eligible and no one was available from the relief rolls to replace
them, then the comuwunities voluntarily have taken over their
services. This ls what happened in Sarmtoge Sprinrs. 1 may say
at this time that the way the projoot wus operated. before we took
scme control, there would have been no possibility of any community
taking the work over.

I feel that the work of the W.P,A, in waking Nursory
School projects worthwhile has been a much more important factor
in selling the idea to the pencral public than 1% was when it wes
controlled by a division of the State Education Departabnt.

I am of the opirion thet if W,P.A. should end immediamtely,
G0% of these Nursery Schools would continue to be cperated.

There 18 & grent deal about this Nursery Zchool situstion
in New York State that cannot be written in a letter, The way the
project was operatod under V.ork Relief and in the beginning of
W.P.A. was disgraceful. It still requires constant supervieion on
our part to keep the project within tho regulations. Only this
sunmer, all tho W.P.A. workeors on the prolect were riven two weeks
vacation, abaclutely contrary to the Comptroller General's repula=
tions. When we discovered this, the exouse was piven that it
was necessary to close the schools down in order to have them re-
painted. LEvldently somecne thought we were mimplo enourh to believe
tha* all these schools were being painted during the samo two weeks
of the year, This was the culmination of many uther thinps that
made it necessary for us to advise the State Commissioner of
Education that we would have to hold the State lepartment financially
resporalible for any matters of that charaoter in the future.

Yours very truly,
/8/ L. W, Herrog

Lester W, lereop
Adminietrator




94 Lake Avenue,
Sa atoga Springs, N.X.
Oectoberl, 1938

kira FranklinD. Roosevelt,
20 E. 1llth 5t. -
New York Clty.

Dezar Mras Rooseveltd

I am very much distressed over a sltuatlon which
has developed here thls week.

The Emergency Nursery School which has been running

or three years under the cppable directlon of Mra Mabel
Taylpr will have to closed becasue the State W.P.A. re-
fuses to continue the certification of iirs Taylor. The
ground for the refusal 1s that her husband earna $15

a week. They have three chilldren and up to thla time the
family , -althnough they have not actually been on rellef,
has been considered in need of aaalstance to a degree
aufficlient to justify the employment of Mra Taylor in

the Nyrsery School. She received notice » week ago that
she would go off the W.FA . payroll last week Frlday. She
has continmdd in the School during the past week and la
willing to contlnue without salary for next week rather
than close the School untll we are convinced that nothing
can be done to save it.

There is no else in this distriet nor aﬁallable
in the State who can meet the requirements of the WePudos
and is also qualified to teachNursery School.

The School furnishes employment to three other
full-time employees all certified by the W.P.A.and to two
N.Y.Asyoung peonle. Twenty-seven children from rellef
families are enrclled in the school and it certalnly does
seem tragic that such a valuable project should have to
be closed because we cannot 7ind a teacher who meets
the rigid requirements of the State W.P.A.that she and her
famlly must be actually rellef cases before she can be cersl
tifled

If you have any suggestion as to what we might
do - under ‘he clircumstancea I should appreclate 1t vyery
muchif you would advlise me.

With kindest regards, I am,
k Gordially yours,

Nitbpe N beah




WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
OF NEW YORK STATE

IEECLUBIVE OF HWEW YORK CITY;

OLD FORT OFFICE BUILDING

LESTER W. HER
Z ER W. HERIOG ALBANY, NEW YORK

Septenber 26, 19858

Mrs. Grace Gilbert Samith, State Supervisor,
' W.P.A. Nursery School and

Farent Educetlon Project,

Fducation Bullding,

Albany, New York.

Dear Mrs. Smith:

This will acknowledge your letter of September
2lst, in reply to my letter of September 19th. -

Miss Karl spoke with me in August about the
need for closing Hursery Scheols for a brief perlod when these
buildings hed to be repaired or repsinted. However, thls was
by wey of an explanation as to certain shut-downs I mentioned
in conversation. While I do not doubt your statement that
schools have been closed down for this purpose,specifieally,
as mentioned in your letter,in Long Island, Rochester and
Little Falls, it is possible that you are not fully aware of
the sction that wes teken in other places.

As an example, in an inepection made from this
office on August 15th, of the Nursery School in Schenectady,
our Inspactor wag informed that the teachers had had s wvaga-
tion during the month of July consisting of two days in one
waek and three daya the follewlng, and that they alro expected
to start on vacations again on August 19th. This occcurred at
the Pleasant Valley Hursery School. At the Nursery School
located at Hamilton Street, Schenectady, the same information '
was conveyed about vacations during the same pericd. An
: examinantien of payrolls for the perled July 9th, to July 23rd,
* shows that in the following places the schools did not operate
on July £lst, 22nd, and 23rd; Seratoga Springs, Albany, Schen- |
ectady, St. Johnsville, all of Westchester County, Oneida '
County, Herkimer County, Jefferson County, Ithaca, Rochester
’ and Monroe County. In Rochester and Monroe (ounty where, in
your letter referred to above you mention it as one of the
locationa in which schools were closed for repainting and re-
palrs, under July 2let, 22nd, and 28rd, the notation
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Mrs. Grace Gilbert Smith, State Supervisor, September 26, 1938

"Vacation" is carried on the payroll., For the following week the
schocla were also closed, on July 25th, 26th, and £7th, in the
following places: Saratoga County, Albany, Schenectady, St. Johns-
ville, Westchester County, Oneida County, Herkimer County, Jeffer-
son County, Rochester and Monroe County, where again the period
mentioned above was listed on the payroll as "Vacation",

I thiok you will agree with me that the time shown
above 1g an Interruption in project operations for the purpose of
giving wacations. I do not believe that all of these gchools
choge the same period to repair or repaint the school buildings
and that the timekeeper, as in the case cited dbove, listed it as
vacation on the timesheet. The periods mentioned above during
which the schools were closed ran frem Thursday, July £lst, through
Wednesday, July 27th, which is one continuous week. At the present
time, I am having the payrolls checked for the month of August to
determine if the same condition existed in the same schools. I do
not feel that the explanation given in your letter satisfactorily
explains.the absences noted on the payroll.

Adrthur H. Myers
Asalstant Administrator

AHM: NTT,




feptember £6, 1958

Dr. Frank P. Graves,
Comnissioner of Education,
Etate Educatiom Departmsnt,
Education Building,

dlbany, New York,

Dear Dr. Oravasy

The Ztate Department of Education is the sponsor
of a Btatewlde Nursery Bcheol Project for which funds are sup-
plied by this Adainistration. This project 4s overated under
the direct supervisiom of the Bursan of Child Development and
Parent Educatlon im your Department.

This project was first started under the Tempor-
ery kmergency felief Administration and wes transferred to this
Adminigtretion im the latter part of 1955, During the period
in which it has been operated as a ¥,P.l. project there has
been considerable trouble im haviog the rulee and regulations
of this Adsinistration observed., There has been quite a bit
of controverasy, scme of which has reached your desk.

One of the regulations of this Administration,
baged on & ruling of the Comptroller Umnersl of the United
Etates, is that vacations with pay mey not be granted to pro-
Ject workers. I have recently run scress a situstion which
would indioate that vacations with pay have been granted, The
explanation I received from un inquiry sent to your office, is
to the effect that sohools wers closed down for a period of time
‘ to allow painting and redecorating. However, the timesheets

show that a majority of the Nursery Schools throughout the Stute
wers all cloesd down during the same pericd, namely July Zlet,
through July 27th, 1088, and on at leest ons time report in
Roohester, the notatiom "Vacation" was carried, The workers re-
ceived full pay for this shut-down period by having been employ-
sd in excess of the usual asaigned hours for the perioed im which
the schools aptually operated, thus mecumulating the necessary
oumber of hours in the seal-monthly payroll period to allow them
to recelve full pay. The hours esteblished for project operation
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oamuot be changed without havimg secured prier approval from this
ddministration. I am enclosing coples of a letter written by me
to the Btate Buperviser of the Mursery Bchool Program requesting
informat regarding the granting of vacations, a copy of the re-
ply received and a copy of my letter in reply to the one received
from the Btate Bupervisor. g

I am writing this letter to you so that you may be (_/_.

informed that im the future if the regulatioms of thie Aduinistra-

tion are viclated on projects sponsored by your Department, wages
will not be paid to the workers by this Administration, they will
be informed to leck to your Departaent for payment.,

Very truly yours,

Arthur H, Myers
Assistant Administrator

Eaol,

- TPy TS T Y .




Jamuary 18, 1939

Uy dear Mr, VWillisme:

lirs, Roosovelt asks me to
return the tranecript of her talk
vith the correcticns which she has
made., : _
Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Ura, Eoosevelt

Ur, Aubrey Viillians

National Youth Administraticn
Washington, D, C,

Hy 101




*ﬁf‘-mﬂ,fﬁcthf
Wi s W s




MHATIOMAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
WABHINGTOHN

Jenuary 14, 1989

My dear Mre. Rocsevelt:

The attached is & tran-
seript of your telk at the Negro
Conference.

They have agked me to
send it to you for such correctlons,
if sny, as you wish to meke.
I thought it wesz grand!
. Sinceraly yours,

{istrator

Mre. Frenklin ['. Roosevelt
- The White House




I t.hink that an effort shculd be made to live up to our
original conception of publie edwation which was that every
child every vhere had a right to the sane opportunities far
sducation, Now, every child 1s not able to go along certaln
lires, pa-rhapn, dlon g the same lines, They may not be able
to take the same t.,}rp-‘af education in every way but they should
have the opportunity to get educetion if they are sble, I think &
we should go cne xtep further and make it our objegtive today to
make possible for every child the developmant of their gifts to
the furthest polmt posslbla for them so that ocur educstion will
offer a child development according to its cupacity and not be
a completely stersotyped thing so that every child must take

QUL just the same course right up ;:.o the end, That is what sends a
lot of your peopls out of school when they should be still in
school, THey can't got the things which mean development for
them and for thelr capacities so I think we should go that step
further today with cur added knowledge about education and that
the Pederal Government should as far as the Congress thinks it
poseible ald in equalising these opportunities and making them
greater along more modem lines,
(Applause)

. Miss Pauline Redmond: The Negro youth have been disappointed,
The Federal Government hais not glven them equal opportunities in jobas
vhich ~re made available by that grant to the Government, fle
specifically have Civil Servisce, Do you think the ocutlock for |
Negro employment in graots of the Pederal Governmment ls brdghter

than formerly]




which I think may have far-reaching results without anybody
being able to say thet existing laws were not cbeyed no matter
how people felt about them. And the fact thd it was stated

even tho
that as long as laws existed we would obey them bwieshat wa

might not approve of them bhate—thwieews—seild-oboy Lthan, made
it possible to go and disouss subjects whieh I think were
necessary Lo better understanding and more knowledge on the
part of a great many pecple. I felt that the youth session,
particularly, should hawve the respect and the admirstion of
the older peopls who were there, for the judgment and the
oalmnass that they showed on all sides when a little bit of
the hot-headednsss of youth might have spoiled the possibility
and ‘eurtailed thet

of the continuation of the sanferencepthessesf free and open
disoussion which I think s very wvaluable. I

I was unfortunately not able to be at ru.ore. than one
of the youth panels. J-donliimemesisblmcpowsh-meeoscrs, |
don' know how much thu_;l,r ooverad but I feel sure that it will
lead to really good work, I hn.ﬂ already had intimations that
the work was golng to be carrled on whiu:rturtad there and I
feel that & real step was taken. Even at the meeting which I
did attend I felt that there was a clarification of ocertain

standings, of certain points of youth that wong held by 7 Al

# U ongi
L f

important people. = Mo of the gentleman H';tl.tcd, & polnt

of view which perhaps he wou ve stated a
¥+ ‘*1‘"5 2 0 .I'}d h?l.in-n!r H’m F ARy

alrmmtmuu F

“bad, ohmd I lﬁ.w great
Livml's sy _:"’ b w
hﬂ,jp.l"il" the work theb—dt may grow and, the better understanding

thet may come as & result of that eonferance, : z




“think thet-every.cos -- I think that an effort should be made
to live up to our original sonception of publio education whioh
was that every child every whare had a right to the same
opportunities for education. Now, every child is not able to
go along certain lines, perhaps, along the same lines, They
may not be able to take the same type of education in every
way but they should have the cpportunity to get education if
they are able, sé-fes—so-they-arg able to take it.and I think
we should go cne step further and meke it our objective today
to make possible for every child the develppment ui‘lt}ha\ir gifts

b‘d'ul !'r-" R
bo-—the—poinf, to the furthest puin}; for them so that our edusation
|

will offer a child development according to its capeocity and
not be a ocompletely sterectyped thing so that evory ehild must
take Just e right up to the end. That is what sends
a lot of our young people cut of school when they should be
still in nuMnltm_I;y can't gafthe things which .mm
Qsvelopment for thea for thelr capasities amd T think we shoild
go that step further tﬂl‘l.“' with our added kﬂmludgu-iﬁ‘: m:llllj::tl.il.l:.ln‘.{
and that the Federal ﬂﬂml‘}%‘h;‘ll far as the Congress thinks
it possible Lfew—ii—be-do so-ahewld aid in equalizing these
opportunities and m.lcing. them greater along more modern lines.
(Applause).

MISS PAULINE FEIMOND: The Negro youth have been dis-
appointed. The Federal Government has not given them equal
nppcr'hmitin in jobs whisch are ud; avallable by that grant
to the government. We specifically have Civil Su“r.ﬂu-. Do you

think the outiook for Negro anpla;rﬁnt in grants of the Federal

Government is brighter than formerly?




which I think may have far-reaching results without anybody being
ghle to say that existing laws were not cbeyed do mattor how pecpls
felt about them, And the fact thit it vas ata.t-llld that as long as
laws existed we would obey them even though we might not approve
of them made it possitls to go and dlscuss subjects which I think
wers necessary to better understanding and more knowledge on the
part of a great many peopls, I felt that the youth aaauicrn;
particularly, should have the respect and the admiration of the
older peopls who wers there, for the judgment and the calmness
that they showed on all sides vhen a little bit of the hot-head-
edness of youth might have spoiled the possibility of the
continuation of the conference and eurtailed that free end open
discussion which I think very valuable.

I was unfortunately not able to be at more than one of the
youth panels., I dm'm how mach they covered but I fu:al HUre
that it will lead to really good work, I have zlready had intimstions
that the work was going to be carried on whilch was started there and
"I fesl that a real step was taken, Lven at the mo ting which I did
attamd I felt that thers was a clarificction of eertain standings,
of cortiin points of youth that were held by impertant pecpla. One
of the gentlemen plesent stated, a point of view which perhaps he
would not have stated under any circumstances and it was a good
thing to krow how he felt, I have great hopes that the vork may
grow and increase the better understanding which may come us &

result of that confearence,




NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

June 30, 1939. i e

y / e
Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt : ' K
The White House L

Dear Mrs, Hoosevelt:

Thank you very much for bringing to
oy attention the letter from the young people et™Jersey
Homesteads in Helghtsetown, =

I am very much interested in their
situation as outlined in the letter and am asking ir.
Miller, our Acting Administrator in MNew Jersey, to dis-
cuss the sltuation with the Ferm Security people there
and send me & report indicating whether it would be pos-
gible for some of these young people to be assipgned to
HYA projects.

i

I will be glad to let you know more

on this as soon a8 I hear from Mr. Milltaér. Y

J_,_/

llr’ - o ;
Eincerely yours,
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Mrs. Franklin D. Roomevelt
The Whits House

Dear Mrs. Hogs evalty

Thank you Yery much for bringing to
By attention the letter froc the young people at Jersey
Homesteads ip Helghtetown,

I &aa very much interested in thelr
sltustion as cutlined in the letter and B apking ar,
¥iller, our deting Addainistrator in Haw Jersey, to dia_
Cuss the situntion with the Farg Security Peaple there
and send mp report indiut.ing wWhether 1t woyul, be pos-

I will be gElad to let You know more
on this as soon ag I hear from Nr., Willer,

Sinceraly yours,

dubrey Williamg
H.I.i.ni.lt-rltar
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LG TN, DL C. Tuesday,” June 20, 1959_{55;
¥
Dear Mras. Roosevelt, e

¥ -

The grrival of the warm weather finds many people easing up on their s
labours and going on vecations. But we know that at no time of the '
year deo you giscantinua your fine social work. That you receive many
letters like this every day is clear to us, yét we lmow that you do

81l possible to help those deserving of aid. We, therefore, are turn-

ing to you as the only person who could assist us.

May we, the young people of the Jersey Homesteads, try to explain
exactly what the situation 1s, and how it affects us young men and
women. You probably know that 1t was the Benjamin Brown, who first
dreamed of a Cooperative Utopia for us. 1is plans called for the

outh of the colony finally taking over the work of their parents,

ut with our gzrment factory at & stand-still, there is little
possibility of Mr, Brown's hopes ever materializing, and our young
people are forced to seek about for some other means of 1livelihood. -~

The conditions have become so acute that many of us have left our
homes in en attempt to seek employment in the cities and other Pleces-=
where none 1s to be obtsined. Our parents, because of their own un-
fortunate position, naturally can do little for us, Of the several
loans which were made to us by the government, not one cent has been
appropriated to the youth here. Through our Mayor, Pnilip-goldatein,
we have attempted to obtein N. ¥. A. funds, but with no success. We
have conaidered many worthy projects which would eccupy our time and
at the same time give us an opportunity to earn some money, but each
entalls the use of capital we could not possibly provide. The only
possible solutlon 1s government aid. And we bellieve that you are the
onne who could refer us to the proper administrative body.

The youth to which we have constantly referred constitutes a group of
young people whiom we believe to be of great ability and 1nt51§15ﬂnca.
It night be said that in proportion to the total mumber of young people
in the community, we have a greater number of college graduates and
highschool graduates who are planning to enter college, than any other
community in the country.

We understand that any project we undertake with the use of government
funds would have to be of some social value., Since the success of a
cooperative unmmunit{. (or any community for that matter) would in it-
self be of social value, it follows that any project thet would con-
tribute to this success ond to the improvement of the Jersey Homesteads
would be of such & nature,
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The following are scme of the projects which we have bi"unnnidur-

ing: —
1- Raising produce for the needy of this and nearby communities.

2- The extermination of the Japanese Eeetle here and in the uurround-

ing countryside.

3= An arts and crafts project namely the building of a scale model of

the Jersey Homesteads to be used for exhibitlon purposes.

4- The elimination of swamps from the project grounds. =
5= Landscaping the public areas of the Homesteads,

We realize that there are probably many other possible projects of
which we have not thought and we would welcome any suggestions that
you might have ;u offer. __

Ve trust that you will find it possible to aspare some of your wvalu-
able time to give this matter your full attention, and thenk you for
your consideration.

e

Yours truly,




NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON BUILDING
MHEW YORK AVENUE AND FIFTEENTH STREET NW.

AUBREY WiILLIAMS > WASHINGTOMN, D.C.
ADMINISTRATOR

July 14, 1939.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The TWhite House . '} P

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

In further reference to my letter of
June thirtieth regarding the possibility of an NYA project
for the young people at Jersey Homesteads in Hightstown, I
believe you will be interested in the following preliminary
report which I have recelved from our men in New Jersey:

"We have contacted the New Jersey
Homestead in Hightstown and find that our dis-
trict supervisor in Trenton has been negotiating
with the Homestead commmnity for an NYA project.
Two things have been apparent. First, the direc-
tor, Mr. Simon, felt that he would not have suffi-
cient funds to contribute towards a project.
Second, there was some guestion as to what referral
agent would take care of these youths. However, -
our district supervisor 1s meeting with these peo-
ple again this week and I have instructed him to be
ag lenlent as the law will allow in the matter of
the co-sponsor's contribution.

"You can be assured that mm{h_ing
will be done and I shall report to you later the
result of our effortan.

Sincerely yours,

rator




July 14, 19%

Deur Aubrey: Hiltk Y

Thank you for ygqur llii;r of July 8
and for the report uﬁgit-/ﬂgqupixy. Noj I

do not think he should be made a supsrvisor.
Could someone helo him get a Job somewhere else,
tarough the 0.5, Employment Service, so that

he could study zedicine at night?

8incerely yours,

Mr, Aubrey Williams
NYA
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June twenty-first. I em enclosing a copy of this report
for your information. ng;'

. M Y
V- ¢ ONS
v \"'
' NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION !
o=
WASHINGTON BUILDIMNG \‘ ¢ ": A
HEW YORK AVENUE AND FIFTEENTH STREET NW, L
AUBREY WILLIAMS WASHINGTON, D, C, L :
MDA TS TRAT O ﬁ"' \
July 2, 1939, b
W
Mre. Franklin D, Roosevelt s
The White Houge St 2
: Dear Mre. Roosevelt: : s
e
I have received & report from our New Jersey 1.
Administrator regarding the cege of Mr. Reuben Ostroweky, er\z J
vhoge letter you forwarded to me for dinvestigeticn on \ \h 3
‘\

Ty
48 I feared, Mr. Ostrowsky is thirty-one years \‘¢ \‘_-
old and, therefore, outelde the sge group normally served \'([ ﬁ\; 3
by the NYA program., While Mr. Miller indicates that it

might be poseible to find a supervisory Job for Mr. Ostrowsky J s
in a reeldent center, I wonder if this would be a desirable \X Sk -k\
procedure in view of the fuct that Mr. Ostroweky's primery e e R
ambition is to complete his medical educaticn. I sleoc wonder ke
if & person so burdened with personal difficulties would make % =

+ o o*hf
& good supervisor for younger boys. However, if you think it G 2 o
deeirable for us to try out such an arrangement, I wish you —
would let me know and I will advise Mr. Miller to that effect.

Zincerely yours,

el

B't.ra.‘t.ur




HATIONAL YOUTE ADMINISTRATICN
1060 Broad Street
Newark, New Jersey
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July 6, 1939.

Mr. Aubrey Willisms, Administrater
National Youth Administration
Washington Bldg., 15th & G Sts., HW
Washington,D. C.

Dear Mr., Williams:

Attached hereto is & copy of a report concerning Reuben Ostrowsky
of Rosalla, New Jersey, as requested by you in your letter of June 2ith,
1939. Due to the fect thaet this man is Jewish I asked one of our N.Y.A.
supervisors, Mr. Nat Bluestein to make the investigation. Mr. Bluestein is
also Jewlsh with a very fine personality and of better then ordinary intel-

ligence.

In order to obtain a complete pleture of this case the investigator,
as you will note in the report, contacted Mr. Ostrowsky, his wife, Mrs. Ostrow-
sky, and the father-in-law, Mr. Zapolin seperately.

Mr. Ostrowsky is a young man of 31 years of age who, beceuse of a
series of circumstances, has accepted a defeatist attitude on 1life due in a
large part to his frustrated ambitions to complete his medical course. Be-
cause of his present economic situation and his confused marital state, be-
cause of his dependence on an aged father-in-law, Ostrowsky finds that his
obetacles of being a member of a minerity group EJMuh] his marriage and the
birth of his child, as well ag the deaths of loved ones have agssumed propor-
tione out of balance with the magnitude built up in hie own mind. There is
oo question but that he needs a sympathetic hend and his family life needs
read justment, with a better understanding on his own part.

The investigator got close enough to the Ostrowsky family life to
make suggestions and offer advice which were very well received and which
in no way took advantage of his own position. The Investigator reportes that
to the best of his abllity he set Mr. Ostrowsky stralght, showed him the sun-
shine that he had been overlocking and pointed out God's blessings where he,
s bad been peeing nothing but darineses gnd faillure. Our Mr. Boue-
stein suggeste that Mr. Ostorwsky does need help along the following three

lines:
l. Opportunity to complete his medical course.
2 Hllﬂ‘l"l-l rm father-in-law's influsnce.
. 3. Steady employment.

I might add that during the discussion, Ostorwsky kept repeating
the question, "What are you golng to do for me?®

Frankly, at the present momemt I am not certain just where we
could place this man, but if you feel so inclined, I am sure we can find a
spot for him in some of our Resident Center work.

Ili@ﬂl;hﬂputhhnpwtimm satisfactary.

Sincerely yours
/8/ Bernard 8. Miller (Act. State Youth Adm.)

-____W——



REFORT ON MR. ZAPOLIN, FATHER-IN-LAW TO MR. REUBEN OSTROWSKY.

Mr. Zapolin came from WMinek, Rueela, in 1914 to avold an
ingvitable wer. He settled in Roselle In & Jewlsh ghetto; he
is & very learned Hebrew echolsr, & teacher of the Telmid, end
a Schochet (& killer of kosher foode); he hed no other educa-
tion, because of hie work mixed in only Jewlsh circles, and
never learned to talk our American lengpusge. From hls eernings
he bought thie little 25 x 50 two story, very plain, brick
house, with an adjoining lot, where the people concerned now
reside, surrounded by colored femilies, some Polish, some Greek,
ete.

Er. Zapolin is very religious, an old Orthodox Jew of
about 73 years, and becsuee of his old country environment,
15 not ag tolerant nor ag patient &s he could be were he gome-
what educated.

He loves hie daughter, Mrs. Optrowsky, and naturally feels
bad and resentful becsuse she heen't socme of the better things
in life.

Against hie son-in-law he holde ee paramount the fact that _

Ostrowsky hes no sggreseiveness and does not show any natural
instinct towarde making & livelihood &s he, Mr. Zapolin, thinke,
eny young men ehould. Together with thls, Ostrowsky hes no
Hebrew religlous treining and does not talk even the Amerlican
Yiddish, end so has no meane of becomlng cloge &nd making himself
understood to Mr. Zapolin.

The investigator might add thet Mr. Ostrowsky, while not
communistie, i8 very llbersl in his views, and thls too, rubs
againet the grain of Mr. Zapolin.

=}
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REPORT ON MRS. OSTROWSKY, nee ZAPOLIN.

Mra. Ostrowsky, 27 years of 8ge, a high school greduste,
elightly crippled, left leg about an inch short of the right,
mag left from childbirth, with & very bad back which bothers
her considerably, is a wholesome, honest, and tidy person.

Ehe has been on the verge of suiclde once or twice (not by

her admission) snd has had & nerve-racking job to try to keep
reace between her husbend on the one Elde, and her father on
the other, all the while taking care of a handsome, exception-
glly bright, 2 year old gon, Howard, who made quite mn impres-
elon on the investigator.

The investigetor had to pump her to find out that her
busband wae & good student, wae gincere in his efforts to be-
come & medicel doctor, and that she really loved her husband
even though the lest four or five months were straining the
affilistion.

Of her father, she said he was not the most appreciative
father, but he certainly wae not the worst and ghe was contim-
ally using Btrategy to keep both men from arguing.

The father left his brood in Russia when Mrs. Ostrowsky
wed two years old and she never saw him agaln untll eeven end
one-half years later when he sent for his family, and at that
time, showed receipts for money which he sent to them in all
thoee years but which they never received because of confisca-
tion somewhere in Russia,

=
Imrﬁl
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REPORT ON MR. REUBEM OSTROWSKY.

Mr. Ostroweky, born in the U.S.A., thirty-one years of age, one of
glx children, ngne of whom ere very fortunate, is unguestionably &an in-
trovert; he doed not mix with neighbors or co-workers, resorts more to
expreseing himself by lettere than by personal appllication. He has
quite a scar under hie left temple from & fall which affected his eyes
sa that they are not aligned; hee lost his grip on life, is working now
on the last strains of courage; is positive that he is a failure and,
eg he put it, "in my forties".

Mr. Ostroweky came up from en illiterate family, against opposition
snd obstacles, with an idesl. He wented to be a doctor, everything that
has happened, all the aggravetion snd heart-ache that he hes had to bear
snd that he is still streining under, heve not drowned out thet ambition,
In fect, he is so deeply engrossed in this deeire, thet unconsciously, He
hes jeopardized the most beautiful thing in eny men's life, & living,
understending, companionship, and the investigator explained sll thie to
him, much to his estonishment; but, thank God, not too late. Since
Ostrowsky wrote his letier to Mrs. Roocsevelt, he hes, through the Y.H.H.A.
of Elizebeth, Hew Jersey, secured & clerical job at §14.00 per week and
has been working about ten daye but with no promlse of steady work or ad-
vancement.

He reslizes that he cannot overcome the wall that keeps him unfriendly
with hie father-in-law and therefore would like to get out by himself with .
his wife and baby to begin 1life enew under much plessenter surroundinge
and with & more modern environment.

He has misunderstood hie wife's strategy to keep pesce and hes lnter-
preted thet seme strategy as being an inclination to pertiality from her
to her father. He would be satisfied, after our conversation on Satur-
day, with a steady job, resigned to forget hls medicel sspirations but
the ilnvestigator's thought is that it would be & &in to ask him to put
aside that ambition.

He has made persecutlon of a Jew one of the blg factore in his life,
but efter scme reasoning, he understands that this is still the United
States of America, end what we have here is not the persecution Tse-Tse
fly, but is only & mosquito bite that will bother for & while &nd then
disappear. i

dr, Ostrowegky and the others were informed thet the investigetor
came in anewer to a letter which wes sent to Weshington end Mr. Ostrow-
eky, in particular, was promized nothing but wae eeked to bulld up more
courage, to emlle once in a while, and to thank God for the blessings
which he had in the form of an understanding and loving wife, & beautiful
and clever baby, snd the fact that he was not livimg in Germany.




1124 Frank Street
RECEIVED Roselle, N. J.
, June 15, 1939
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My Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: S&*

Because the realities of the situation are such that we camnot
escape them simply by turning our eyes away in the pretense that
they do not exist, or that they are not nearly as starkedly real
‘a8 they look; Dbecause we are fearful lest we very soon shall reach
a point where we lose all belief or faith in peoples or events;
and yet, because the paradoxes and inanities of life demand it,
we must find someone in whom we can repose faith and belief; and,
finally, because we are aware that you are socially minded and
MAY POSSIELY help ue, we are writing this little story to ¥ous

We MUST have some help! We must have it soonl HEFORE we reach a
breaking pointl

I shall try to make this "™case history™ as brief as poesible; but if
it ie longer than may seem necessary,it will be because it got out
of hand, since I am so full of what ﬁ have to say.

I am a Jew.

I come from a family always close to the poverty range in the
economic scale. -

I want to study Medicine.

I struggled; I hoped; I kept my ambition alive somehow, through
many defeatsi I have had some few successes and many failures
(including that most terrible of all failures.....myself.)

I attended high achool in Brooklyn, ¥.¥Y. I worked for a time ,—
mornings, before school, and afternoons after school, and summers

a8 well. I graduated in June 1926.escs+sssssthirteen YEATE AZ0.

I wanted to continue my studies. No funde. So...off to work to
earn them. Thus, I was out a year. Then,I took my first pre=
medical year at New York University. Towards the latter part of this
period, having passed a civil service examination with a rating of
about 92%, I worked nights in the Post Office. Again, through lack
of funde,I was forced to withdraw from school for another year. DBut
these setbacke did not discourage me...too muchi I was young, and
youth ie full of hope and spirit. Then, from September 1928 until
June 1930, I did my pre-medical work at the University of Wisconsin.
I didn't 1ive well, of course, BUT I WAS GOING TO SCHOOL. QOould any-
thing elee matter?

Then, in July 1930, I received notice that I had been admitted to the
Univeraity of Wisconein Medical S0ho0lessssssss

Joy Bupremel

But very short-lived. This was depreseion period. XNo money could be
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raised. My contacts were few. And, gomehow, I had not that
aggressiveness required to GO OUT AND GET THE MEANE! 80...I loet
that which I had dreamed of those many yeare, and which for a moment,
I held in the palm of my hand. No, not irretrievably fmxxmx lost.
Somehow, I always had a surprising store of hope in the future, and &
belief in my chances to attain my ambition...and do that work which,to
me,is the highest in the world: to resgurect broken liwves and broken
epirita. But, for several montha, left stranded in this little town,
Roselle, N.J., I was myself one of those broken spirits. I knew no
one here and was quite alone.

Alone, I met a girl who was alee, through ecircumstances, alone...sthe
gifl who is today my wife. For a time wefound each other's company to
suffice. But reality soon crept in and tore at both of us. I gouldn't
find work. I had no experience in anything....and deep down was that
terrific urge to return to my studies. Marriage peemed impoasible,on
many grounds. Finally, the tension became too great...I did that which
I hated to do,—I hitch-hiked,to Madison, Wis. in an attempt to gain
some sort of a foot-hold that would permit me to =mmk return to school.
At this time I became aguainted with Zona Gale, the authoresa. She
evinced an interest but nothing came of all our efforts. Thus, falling
in this quest, I hitch-hiked back to Roeelle.

So the oyecle of frustrations repeated itself. Poverty at homej peverty
of hope and poverty of spirit. I couldn't get anything to do (through
lack of courage? initiative? aggressiveness?) The situation between
the girl and myself grew steadily worse...the future seemed 80 devoid of
any promise.

Again off to Madieon, early in 1934, hitch-piking. I muet obtain a
foothold somehow! I told no one that I was leaving; they would laugh
me out of it. I vieited many places in search of wolk but found nothing.
At last, through the help of Zona Gale, and through the added efforts
of that individual who was ourspiritual anodyne, Rev. Alfred W. Swan,
of the Firet Congregational Church of Madison, I secured work in a
gsanidtariun. I had secured my foot-hold. It wasn't pleasant. " But the
ghance I had sought was there. Who oared about anything elsel And
then, several monthe later, I called my sweetheart to Madison. She came
and we were married in 1935, and together we tried to push through. The
difficulties were many...whyy detail them or the way we lived?...but we
had an aim in 1life...the present had to be subordinated to 1it.

Then in September 1935 I returned to my last year of school, receiving
my BeAs in 1936...with honors. This time the efforts of Zona Gale,. the
recommendations of several members of the faculty, plus my high scholasti
record secured me my readmission to the medical school. This admission
was for &he first two years only, after which I would have to seek
entrance elaewhere for my third and fourth years. But I was ready.So

I started the final lap &ff my hegira, I thought.

The baby came at the end of my firat year.

Our difficulties were doubled. Trebled, because my wife had to leave
the baby daily in the care of incompetent people and thie feot caused
her much worry. I worked N.Y.A. -

on finishing my second year I made application to eix or meven other
schools. Why only this number? (There is a story behind this.) Why
was I, an Honor student only admitted for two years inetead of the

full four? (There is a story behind this, too.) In any case I failed
to get into any of them. You see, I am & Jew.

- + L] -




This may seem to you as tho' I am guffering from a persecution complex,
Put I really am not. My feelings are borne out by the factej though I
cannot obviously, remove all subjective feeling in this regard, I can
gtrive to maintain as much objectivity as is humanly poesible. In fact,
Rev. Allan Knight Chalmers, of the Broadway Tabernacle Church in New York
has remarked on my capacity for objecfivityj but it is & fact..my Jewish=-
negs i8 against me. I HAVE EEEN TOLD, MEDICAL SCHOOL DEANS! is any
further proof needed?

Anyway, we made the best of the situation. My wife gave up her workj
her physical health prevented her continuing. She took care of her baby
and I got work, W.P.A. work. BSo, for six monthas, from July to the end
of December 1938 we were]|comaparatively) happy. I, at my work in the
Medical school laboratory, and she with her precious baby. These were

happy months...by compariosn albeit, but happy. Rev. Swan and his family
we saw often. We ﬁigﬂ STHET Triends. And then....and thenss... '

My father died in September, 1938. Mywife's mother died in December 1938.
Yes, everything seems to have died that year. and so we made our moat
terrible mistake. Children always make mistakes. Idealists do too, be-
cause they are like children. What to do with her father] skould he leave
the home where he has lived these many yeare? Should he be uprooted and
torn away from his established habits and ways? This he would have to

do if he were to go to live with any of the other of his children. Why,
to take him away from his envirorment would be like taking the very
purpose of his life away. So went our thoughts. No, better for us to
leave that which WE had to make & home for the last years of & broken

old man. (fools that we were) We were advised against this move, we

had our lived to live. But...how could we leave him so miserable?

So we laft.

So we left life and entered death when we left Madison to come to take
care of the old man. The tenor of his 1life has remgined unchanged.

He hae lost one ==t ®8lave, but has secured another. 3 have been
destroyed, so terribly destroyed. He has chased me out of the housej
has threatened to have his daughter divorce me. All this because I ha
as ymxt yet been unable to secure work. I have tried to do two thingsj
to get work and return to school. To attain =idwx either of these or
one of them, I saw Rev. Chalmers, Rev. John Haynes Homes, the deans of
gome medical schools...but no success. In the meanwhile, 1life goes
dizzily on ite way do destruction.

The environment here is & very depressing one. The old man does not

talk to me, probably hates the very sight of me, He feels thag we are
parasites, settling upon him. This, despite the fact that he, frightened
that he might be left alone, begged the other childeen to write us to come
Now that the threatened insecurity has been avoided, he has grown braver
and bolder, and more selfish,if possible. He is intollerant, arrogant,
gufficient unto himself, intraverted, religious, misanthroplc. It does
not appear to me that his religion is that of love...ox, if it is, he cer
tainly does not express it that way. His religion 38438 finds its
expression only in the synogogue..soutside of the house of worship, he is
HOT relisgich. He is narrow, and has no humaneness abopt him. He has
never any kind or gentle word for us. 'Or a word telling us not to be
‘dismayed by cur present situation. Inatead, he intensifies our worsening
insecurity and hepelessness..by silence and hate. From such an enviren-
ment we must get awayl! It is absclutely destroying our epirit and our
will to 1ive. But how can we get away...without help? It seems we are
stucks.. this King---8o0 I call him---for he is catered to in his every
whim and fanoy,..makes life hateful.

: oy -




I am trying to regs you with the destructiveness of our present en-
viromnment..not only in its social implications, but in the physical sense
as well. Imagine, he has the audacity to complain to his other children
that he mwever asked for us to comel From the very beginning it seemed

to ue that we were not wanted. He showed us no single sign of friendli-
neas. Maybe it is because he has not suffered too much in his life.

He has always found his every desire cat ered to..just like today. He
forgets, or does not realize that a strange person would not serve him as
his own daughter does. Possibly, this man has ildeas of remarriage. Then
why in Heaven's name did he ask us to give up that which we had to come
hare? 1

We have lost all our faith and all our beliefs..and now we are growing
s¥erile of hope. The present for us ie an empty one. The past, we newer
enjoyedj and what can the future hold in store for us, or for our baby.

I simply cannot Ffind escape from the horrors of the present realities
through an escape to God. One can have faith only in physical verities,
or in the actual expression of humanistic ideals. Yes, that ies my re-
ligiontHumanism. I can think of no other that would make life endurable
to all men. But we have instead racial hatreds, and national animosities
and threats to security. Antisemitism is on the rise...even herel

And do you expect me to have faith in peoples and evente.. .knowing all
this. Thus, you Bee, the external realities have combined with the in-
te-nal realities in an unholy ma trimony, to make life harsh and difficul

What can you do for us? To get us away from this present place if UOST
important and immediate.

I onoe worked in the Post @ffice. I resigned, and now I have tried to
be reinstated. But the rule is that after five years one cun not obtain
reinstatement. I know that the rule is ecircumvented. DBut I know noone
who can help me do this. If I ask, they cry "dirty politica"...a

frank tautology in terms. I have no political contacta...I was always
intereated in school. Is there no exception to this ruling? 1Ie there
anything you can do to help me get back to the post Office?

Also: I feel that my best chance is retutning to school to finish the
last two years of my (fruitless?) Odyssey. It would be so much better
if I could finish my Medical work...and I have only two more years to g0,
having completed the firast six years. Only my race stands between me anc
the completion of this work. Can ypu not use your, influence to help me
overcome this handicap? Schhol would offer me the best chance to bring
meaning #nto my life and give it purpose and direction, since medicine
is what I lived for these many years.

If not the above,then, perforce, anything else would do...with esppciall
referrence to my background in the sclencesi chemical laboratories.
I am interésted in literature, 8o in a bookstore.

‘nything...to give us a chance to live & little bit...and to drive away
this haunting fearl :

Faith and hope have not served us. What we need is something more coner
and definite...and it ie immediate that we have this. B8So, I keg of you, .
do not ask us to have faith and hopejy for this is all we have heard fro
our friends whom we have sought outs Hev. Swan, Rev. Chalmers, or Rewm.
John Haynee Holmes. Faith is a mirage, a seeking ingloriously into

gpace and thin air for & fi,gment of immagination and lands one nowhere.
Hope, without ever any satisfactioh or hint of poesibile satisfaction,
offere no sustenance. And when Hope is loet...ALL id Loetl
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We must have at last something concrete; something that we can feel
with our hande and see with our eyes. A bit of physiesl reality.
This thing alone will have the power to fxrw turn the course of our

lives from down to up.

Is it poseible for you to grant me an interview. Inlf.Y. or in
Washington. If I could at least see you and talk with You.

I have written #o0 muchj; perhaps too much. But fear, fear of the futue
our future, the buby's future. Schools closed to us; somm other econo
miec fields closed to uUB.s. sWhither are we driftiﬂE- sesnaan?

Yours very truly

Reubin Ostrowsky




February 10, 1940

Uy dear Ur, Williamss

Mrs. Roosevelt 1s at a loss to zuggest
anything for this woman, who sesiss reslly gualified
for nothing. At the President's suggestion, ehe is
aending tone lettdr to you in the hope that you can
think of some way to help.

Very sincerely youra,

Secretary to
Nra. Roosevelt

/

L‘llh Autrey Williams
ational Youth Administration
Washington,D.C. 0

_.1_ \h]lg_t.w

Glennie WM. Wagher, Hadena, NY - had infantile paralysis 30 . ago and has

8

—been #n expense to her parents-ever since - they are both 1ﬁ with pneumonis
and have two trained nurses and must have s.rum. Own the cottage they live in
and another from which they get $20 a month - sole income. Don't want relief-
noet eligible for any other asslstance




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 8, 1940,

MEMORANDUM FOR
MRS. ROOSEVELT

I am stumped. 3She seems
really gualified for nothing;
has only courage. Ask Aubrey

Williame.

F. D. R.




March 8, 1940 f

B RANDT mﬁlﬂ. AUBREY WILLYAMS: ( (/
L o alpl i i
Sae Mra. Bocasvelt's note:
"Dear Aubrey - N.Y.A. could build and

furnish such houses in many placea,
How about 1t? ER."

_“-"ll'____ii'gr'tr_qrt-i‘- Swaly, Mumber Nine Pearl Street, Inc., Lenwér, Colerado -
VWants to have homes for boys.
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AUBREY WILLIAMS WASHINGTON, D.C.

ADMIMISTHATOR

FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY T o
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION 1"1

WASHINGTON BUILDING
HEW YORK AVENUE AND FIFTEENTH STREET v

March 13, 1940

Dear Mre. Roosevelt:

Thank you very much for your memorandum of March
eighth bringing to my attention a letter from Mr, Robert F.
Em.in, Superintendent of Number Nine Pearl Street, Inc., of
Denver, regarding the preblem of transient and homeless boys.
A you kmow, I have been interested in the problem of transients
for many years and realize that it ls a problem which is not
being adequately met at this tima.

There 18, of course, nothing in the law or the
regulatione of the Hatlonal Youth Administration which pre-
eludes the inclusion of transient boye in the NYA program !
either on resident or non-resident projects. The difficulty, as
always, is one primarily of funds. Naturally when there are
not enough jobs to employ all the young people who are eligible
there 18 a tendency to employ the local boys and girls first
and to take the non-resident boys only in tha most unususl eir-
cumstances. I think that our resident centers are actually very
mich in line with the type of thing Mr. Swain proposes. Ve
are, however, limited to the improvement of public property so
that it would not be possible for us to construct facilities
which would belong or be managed by private agencles.

I frankly think we are doing about all our present

funds permit along this line, but I am glad to have Mr. Swain's
suggestion and to keep it in mind.

Sincerely yours,

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
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However, I did, et long last encounter luck and friendly interest

for working boys, snd scon I had a small job and was re-entered

v X '{

Number Nine Jrearl Street, Iur. "7

A ROBERT F. SWAIN % F "
Buperinendent v
0 N O
9 Pearl Btreet Brpruce 'ﬂﬁi : k .
Deuver, Colorado ) g ‘-
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February 28, 1940 |n}- \ _k{‘t‘ KI.’.i-“':'l.
= lk

Mro. Eleanor Roosevelt
White Housa
Washington, D+ C.
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We are writing to you, es to a well-known fginnd, hecause of
your constant interest and work in hehalf of the youth of
Amarica.

ot

Dear Mre. Roosevelt:

e e T
i e .

[SE e

L A

e find ourselves in need of scund advice end intelligent
direction regarding a project which has to do with making good
eitizens of the homeless young men wio come to our attention
daily. Most of these boys have been dogged by a series of
unfortunate clrecumstances, sometimes tregic cnee, ond are not
at feault for finding themselves hopelesely far from home snd
friende, or even wWorse without home or ties of any neture.
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It is my sacred trust and duty, as superintendent of NUMEER
KINE PEARL STREET, to feed, elothe and lnetil - ae best I can -
the mesning of the privileges and protecticn of thelr inherited
rights as American citlzena into the boys wio come under my
eupervision. I am fully aware of the feeling of social in-
justice and the misshapen concepts that grow in the minde of
these boys who wander from clity to clty searching for work, for
friends, for some place to "belong". And it vo happens thet

my knowledge is "first hand", gained from my own sctual exper-
iences at an age when most of the boye I had grown up with from
infancy were going to school, becoming Boy Scouts, enjoying the
healthy society of thelr families and normal living.

Sterting from my home in Arizena I wandered the vast face of

the nation in search of employment, seeking the opportunity teo
realize my own heritage as en Americen, wanting the understanding
and respect I would have had were I not hemelesa and "broka".
Beliave me when I say that I did not find what I sought; I could
not find even enough food to nourish a groulng body, so what of

a8 hungry soul?

from good-spirited members of o prominent 3ervice Club; they
directed me to the portals of en organizotlon sponsored by them
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in high school. I began to develop a friendly intereat and a lindly
philosophy towards the life I had been so embittered witlh, nnd to know
the gracious feeling of "belonging". 3o, through the kindly solicitude
of a few individuals I was lesrning thet Anerican idecls nie not just
things about which Fourth ef July speeches are mede, but cctusl living,
breathing principlees practiced towerds me end - I soon discovered =
within me.

You will, perhaps be able to judge just how 'much these principles pgrew

to zean when I confirm your surmise thet this DUMEER LIUE PEARL STREET,
of which I am now superintendant, wos the selfoswme orgenizatlon in which
I wea given the chance to live and ecrn my woye I wouted the opportunity
to help othier boys whe found themselves in tle szme, or worse, circumstunces
than wysalf at their age, so thuat when the opportunity offered itoelfl in
future years I took 1t, eecerly and enthuslooticelly. Bul, I found thuat
in thoee intervening years,during which I hed beeon sway, many economic
and soclal chenges had put many, meny more boye on the mercy of the world
than vhen I had been adrift, end thot wiet I had then thought o lorge
houee, an adequate budget, could now provide for soc very few of them.

For thut lorge house and btudzet - now go inedequate - can provide for a
maxinum capncity of 20 boyo who must huve good food, wora clothing, clecn
living and a chance to receive normal soclal bearings. That these few
can, through our afforts, is u source of pratitude ut all times.

However, counteracting thiis le the feeling of frustrution that cowmes Pton
the neceseity of not being able to help the countlezss others who should be
helped, who must be helped somewliers, somehow, lest we lLeoar one day of
their downfall. They do not, will not ask for charity, bul only a way to
malke a place for themeelvea,

The idea has been evolving in my wmind for the pust several years that

there must be sowe way we can glve oo many more of these boys u chance

to make that place for themsalves, Lo malze joy and gladness riny in thelr

hearts, to replace dlscontent, hunger and misunderstending. The H.Y.A.

has furnislied employment, puldance and training tc housands of them,

but the amall salary they receive 1a not conducive to thelr being able

to solely supnort themeelves, i they are not fortunute enough to have

farilies with whom to live. i

However, 1f a numbsr of these boys were to pool thelr resources end were
shown o way in which they could do so, they would find thut what they
sarned would be sufficlent to make and keep them a dwelling to share ewong
them, wherein they would find heppiness and content, howe training and sll
that growing boedles and minds need for normal develojuent. |

If you would care to have me do ao, I shall be more than happy to send you
photoatatic coples for such & home . ...Wlilch they boyn could live in, each
paying hies shere of expensces, ench doing hlo ehare of work, and sach knowing
that he "belonged" to it, ae an lntegral part. The personnel of the
residents would be evolving, all the time, but each newcomer would not be

\ N E—




Roosevelt
Page 3

a etrenger. Such e home could be built by the boys in the employ of
the l.Y.A., who ere ledrning trades of that nature. The furaishings,
with the exception of the neceesary mechanicel devices, textiles, etc.,
could be entirely conestruc!sd by the boys themeelves in their H.Y.A
shopss & further feature' of the program would be that we the boys
advanced in age and ability in their ciicoen trades and professions,.
they would be absorbed inte private industry and thiey would then ro
forth into the world prepured to hold their own ss Awerican ecltizans,
reudy to utilize the ooportunities and privile 'es aa amerleans who
found their rightful places in society. They would be thus stabilized
wad cupable off malting howss of thelr own.

Although I am in the position to sce the problem, as sre you, and

have experienced the same traciec plight thuet have these boye whe: come

from all four cornere of our great country, wy own efforts are pitiably

inadequate to get the basic structure of thie slen underway, of in eny

way approaching the realization of the dreams I hold for making this

vitelly necessary step, cnd ilus making a place in lile for these youths.
<

If I could but see the ultimute goal attained, and in so doing feel

thaet I had asesisted in some omall way, it would be un experience of

lasting setisfaction and eternsl thenkfulness.

Could you poesibly epare e few moments from your busy days to find tinme

to ndvise me as to vhat, il any, course of proecedure we might be able

to follow to further this plan in sny way? Needlees to say I know this

pvroblem weighs more keenly on you, and that youw are doubtless more anxioua

then I to do all thet can be done. Perhaps by redoubled efforte we con,

in time, find some workable solution te this grest ‘merican problem, and

I'm sure nll those who feel the ssme will agree that you huve done much

more thun your shure of good, alrendy. I hope that we uoy one day meet,

and by then be able to leook back upon the lasting rood yourself and Nr. |
President have accomplished for a very groteful wao>1a.

I should deeply appreciste hecring from you, ot your convenience,

Sin:erely yours,

NOBERT F&TSWRIN
Superintendent

RF3th - .




Mareh 19, 1940

Dear Uy, Williaas: :

Mrs. Boosevelt aska me to thsank you
for sending her the letter froa Mr. Walter E.
Cowing on the case Iﬂi_!_luﬂ. She 1s mach
interssted to have this report and hes written
a letter of thanks to Dr. Drew lor &ll that he hus
done,

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Ura. Roomevelt

Mr. Aubrey Williams
) National Youth Adainistration
Washington, D.C.




NATIONAL YOUTH ADMIMNISTRATION
WASHINGTON

slareh 14, 1940

iy dear Mra. Foosevelt:

The attached copy of letter
from Waltor &. Cowing, Stote MYA Adminis-
trator for Pennsylvenia, concerning Lewis
Viere is self-explanatery.

I thoupht you mipht like to
have this information in view of your
interest in this casae.

Slncerely vours,

Mrs. Frenklin D. Poosevelt !
The White House g
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March 11, 1940

Mr. Aubrey Willisms
Administrator

National Youth Administration
Washington Bullding
'lﬂmﬂm, D. C.

Daur Adubrey:

In re Lewis Ware, the colored boy with the tubercular face condition who wrote
to Mr, snd Mre. Roosevelt on Thanksglving Day of 1938,

Tou will be glad to hear that I have just received informstion from Dr, Ira W,
Drew, farmer Congressman, th:st Lewis Ware is showing such promise of cure that
he is hopeful it will be not much further delayed and parmanent.

Upon receipt of your request that we see what could be done for this boy, he
received the advice of medical authorities in and about his town who were & greed
that they could do no more for him than had alresudy been done. They suggesated
that Af anything further could be dome, it would be through Dr, Wayne Bebeock
of Temple University (one of my old teachers, by the way), who has a national
reputation as a surgeon and disgnosticlsn, f‘r Babcock agreed and did tuke the
boy for treatament. No cure was obtained, however, and he greciously agreed to
turn the boy over to a friend of Dr, Drew's who believed he could help the boy.
Dri Irew believes they are meeting with a very real success.

I hope you may scme day have the opportunity to talk with Dr. Drew about the case
and & poseibility it seemingly presents for other youth suffering from like
conditlions.

Bufus ¥atson has bsen in touch with the boy end others who have been striving to
help him, and Dr, DOrew has given of his own time and money to aseist in the case.

If correspondence is not awvailable to you and you should later wish a file of it,
pleasze sdylse me,

With kind wishes,

. Sincerely yours,

Falter B. Cowing
Btute Youth Administritar

cci Mr, George 5. Holmes
Dr. Ira Drew




April 23, 1940 i

Dear Aubrey:!

Thank you for your letter about
the projects at Arthurdale. I am glad that
things are goims so well and will be imterested
to hear of future progress.

Sincerely yours,

Ur. Aubrey Williams
HIA
Fashington




FEDERAL SECURITY AGEMCY
NATIONAL ¥YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
WABHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE ACMINISTRATOR April 20, 1940
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I thought you would be interested in the progress
we are making at Arthurdale with both our resident and non-
resident projects. Our present plan 1s to occuny several
of the houses that have been vaceted by members of the com—
munity, which would allew for residence of only about 20
young people. There ere a few more selections to make be-
fore we will have reached this capacity. We are also em-
vloying 18 local young people who are currently assirned on
various work rrojects.

rﬁf; ‘i,JD

My deer Mrs. Roosevelt:

We are cccupying the former vacuum cleaner assem—
hly vlant in which there is being esteblished a woodworking
and furniture project. We will be able to keep this shop
operating for a considerable length of time with orders
that we now have for equipment to be installed in county
schools. Our farming, gardening, and landscape project
unit has not been able to get under way due to inclement
weather. We hope that this will be started very soon.

The Homesteaders Association has given very enlen-
did cooperation, and it is my feeling and hope that the
whole project at Arthurdale will become more a part of the
county and State of West Virginda and thus dispel the feel-
ing of isolation that the community now seems to have. It
has been reported that this intepretion has been attained
to some extent, and ona factor leading to this is the bring-
ing in of youth to Arthurdale from surrcounding communities.




I think that this project at Arthurdale has a won-
derful opportunity for success and I shall keep you advised from
time to time on the rrogress we are making.

Sincerely yours,

mmt-or

¥rs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.



18, 18940

My dear Hr. Eolly:
Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to acknowledge
11

Jour latter of June 5 and to tell you that she
has referred it for answer to those who have
responsibility in the matters you have brought

up.
Yery sincersly yours,
Segretary to
lra. Aoosevelt
Fatare Lesgue
Clevelsnd |
Ohio

o




Dear lubrey:

I bave a lattar _&.' M. H. mj
who has besn very happy as a akseper at 190
s month on one of your resident projects at
Shreveport, Louisians. I think it is known as
the Barksdale project.

lirs. Wade tells me that the district
manager has just inforsed har she will have no
work after the 50th of June. I rather think
there are some complications in Loulsians,

Is there any chanos of having Mrs. '

Nade transferred to a project on the ¥est Coast

or in some other state? This might not be wise,

but if somecne you trust eculd be asked toreport

on ber and the report is good, perbaps something

eculd be done. Her daughter is cnly asixtesn and

her boy younger, so she doss need what she can

sarn,

Very sincerely yours,

( Hon. Aubrey Wi 0
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snreveport, Loulsisna, 6/11/40

47 Heruaon —trueet.

Mra, Elancr hoosevelt
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mrs, Hooseveltt

I wrote you lest fell from Bat-n nouje, Louisisra, You
wrote me e perSonel lettor e d I tre.ore it more thun any-
thing I heve ever recelwved,

d aliort time afier you wrote me, Mra, Vera Campbell,
Assiatent to the atote Administrator for the Ustional ro th
Administration, wrote me from the Ste'e U.fice and made an ap-
polntment to core discuse "4 .ork .0tl me, 1 leter wert to
Qak Grove, louiulena, a9 nesident Supervisor of u Poys' Fro-
Jjoct thare,

¥re, Campbell had written ma thutl she hed & nlece Cor ma
in Jhreveport, louislsya, but when tie District supervisor
wezl dewn to Baton houge to oee me, sie sent we t Cak Jrove.
Dak Orove 18 locsted in the swem 8 of Louisluue ora we eould
not find & plece to llve. 1t is & very smell tcwn, slucst
suall enouch to be & village m.d the school did not teuch
Spenish or the vommerdlial Co.rse which Betty had Leen taltiug,
ihe would have lost 1} years credita,

1 liked Uak Grove very much., I loved the youth grd 1
liked the home., It is an old project and hau beenm ¢-1led the
problem project of the state, but I did pot Find 1t to be &
problem,

: I wrote Mra, Vempbell of 1ivliig end school concitious
there, -he imredlately seut me to nreveport, the place sie
had planned for me to hae,

!
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Vrs. hoowevelt, whea 1 wrote wou bufure, Luldsrou oI
my beinc gn arraid of v Gy Pilly Wed Fluw in sebuery nlie
& were at Uale urpve, The Mslriet Soorvisor e e over siod

1

it w2 palnt e Y ecld rrd she £a¥ no (he alildrer cznla
prt apeed the nioLt btheru, Billy Ned Juih divelaped flu, e
ron lute ey oabed of flu on t ernfealy  Topoula wob Tlad
ArHEL:D L eT I00LS. - There Jdusliamirs pol Boy thores. ¥ o0
w réapleoffared ven oo femtorie’ 1o, - Ihmewdd hig et
rain, Vg raem ae rertad ‘rel ool L o Bud T AT
5 Was ¥argy sicky Me h h.. Yerly UerVo 1 Pty
T ]
w7 st ( tlig wouth hed: 1'lu et roud = ¥
Fododbar Loy toao projutll b wied EPAAS L b
e o . Ye Wdls (6 e sl O . - L H
the galo cutsrvivor eid 1 Laaphn awal2ly iy sebis
Tu, Lt #aad Lo Bhiy UP Gnd TEle auk Yodeduad gl
TTRTT T Th A | e, lhcd i wade helo, T Lecuel loas by TR T
S 71 g bovaloas 1 Litve barh wlci, Lol w8
boalll ool aone XTey arvtbianle Lol g ivelog T owon®h oat -
duyy tice Trom acric, b L gertalnl, at uetd o Tea leuia =0T
o G s bikidd g e aliV e ) el I F..i..h_ o bigile Bi elive 1 ova
Wod LaedlePicated bay. Lo wo bia 3| & EERTEN T ttsve o Lu Lore
ab Dills atm LE 1o vouslly 7 Pehe wien bbb Jouy  ou wulas LD
Telleve e, Be 1o duphicen to Lo NeTw 2% B Pore Yk au.doi
goeg, Awd Lo ogmontas Tellel a8l nighses Tual wpy dlipgel. we Tewld

1i¥c Lo wanuts off, ut 1 iove Liwe Fas

rd. Poosavelt, when you wrote we beforu wmid 1 Zucw you
weTe luleredtod in us | fersonslly, Lt cave va 4ll L.w Godfage
to do our GLeat, My boyu' fsce wea suliiof &6 . Tod o liguk

wothin wher I let him rewd your letisr. k%

Yay Lhlpis have hapretsd to feur our hewristrlegs alipnoe

I wrete you before o 4 tuld wou’l would like to work for med
Tross, Yy are fucing & crisle wid we g 1%, There 1a a
gursent of excitement Atoug our buys, ok moved OLT BUGper
hour up ¢ Lour in order thet our 8P wi_hi leer Preside.i
Hoosevelt spealt yesterdey, MYaoy of our boya alresuy Le=long
to Uational Tuord, We all belleve tiat 38 14 just a nuctur
of time until they will all be in treliolug ol soue kind. Aqd
they'sre 811 wililing., Trhere 14 a tense wir of excile.cut as
it 13 dispuesed, Jore who have been workl.y lo Lhe L7 Lelon
weit to go as cooka, hid they aiv Jood opes, T Lrusb 1 aw
net Just belog Beiflsh, but T weib to @lfer oy wervicus uuw




"iu some ce ~acliy. ned Trosa, YMCOA or -ouwlil . Peiiaps

Il our weotern coust fo to be fortified tuere wlll o & plsce
out tilers for me ard I shinll be eble L. tuue ny "oj. I weut

to Feel tunt boslded werelug & livig, for my chiilutcu, T am
glag dolupy my Mb, It cay be pos ible bliel tide rojcot aill
nct be written for another puer, aluce Darced:le Ficle say Lo

g traiuglvg Genter. Ana 1 would be oltio b torks “elty is an
excellell tppist aud enxious o uo fer Lil. Aud we L peew L0
uave work of some kind, 30400 icr JoLth herve 1o SLILY pimculng
peanles, Batty thio"s perhmps gl pd Lt be fobereoted Ly teulng
the course Ju Avietlon. Bubt she s cnly 16 now wud "o suother
year In Ligh school,.

1 know oy boys h re in the reslasub «ill flou tioke place
Bt o tueie blt wlhsluever L1 b, vig “}.;I.E:"I cig LUlee é&ud de=
Jertvings 11 would Ve s distcpcintioenl 10 1 Buse Loy wuuld

Uall, 2utl aave G0l cwniaig sl kaii,

I aulnl b anly fo ailhag e a | Ll kS lTw ok Buy Plete
1 mI.L,'..L bia . sfueu Wi T pemhoan I_.!'k.-uil‘, B 0 cwih Sedk donm
wildlu altug" 1 g s anly looliusu, ulb T counce Lorgel
ble L OuLLE e GETS nu.-.:'.;L-;..;".:lL.. e o bl et lag I‘-"l-n;
to imerave In lielth, To owe sonil culy peb wel 1Tiw dugh
reute Brd hive more woney fov Lood, wide mlgib ncll uli. owints
sre bl bt hore, too. I pay HI.000 of uy . (M .00 oclary.
T .sd Lo boereow suie aooey Joer “liluvs o trabsportstlion
whuu de lelt Saton souze, T sam puyling it beck 10,00 per

moitha

would seppreclole o rlate , Jod we bhaud yow from
Live depths el our hosrty for the oot Kildoe s Jod ult U3,
You will not po uurewarded for tie nany gord desus Jou heve
done., Your time erd efforl spent fur (YA gill be _reetly
res.ried, Yorl bellieve YA to be one of fle [Tes val wuder=
Lidlugs of all tipe, If 1t could ouly be serried Cul we planuud
the nroblem of the youth of Amerlce would bLe solved, T you
could only live for & few months 28 I hove in oue of the resident
and Just live es closely 23 a nother to lLer sons, @itk tue yo.th
then you could just reslize wivt MVA Lcuns  lo tuern, I fimd
many who are starved for a work ol alfectlon, Yuo coue “row
nooes thalt we cennot bLelleve reslly cxist. /o varl & covnce,
Wno m1e willlug to follow muy sugrestion fur fmrreve.wnt. Jho
are 1lvisg for tue first tlwe 1w a leen coumfortable Liowu, whe
are so humbly rrateful for any 1little kindness doue them, Some
have never know their mothere. Yany cell we by thet sucred
name ard 1 feel repeid for all Lle hed houra of lebor I spunu
hera, 'the clericsl work talies up & greut uesl of my +iue,
But L give them every momewt I can srare,




1 em Mealdeut Sumervisor for e new project, It is tie
Jukksdele Project, Our boys are teklig varicus trudes at
Barksdule rield, 1 love the work sud I love sll Lie youth
on the project.

: This is & hew project, Just opeped sbout the 19Lh of
Pebuary, There were many di ticulties to overcome, e have
& very experslve home eid our overiesed i3 to grest, Tie
projuct wes planned for 45 boys end we Liave avems;cd nerhaps

g 20, This 15 & tull time proje t. Tue Loya other tlan my
EP telte thelr noon me:l mt Herksdele Field, This mesl costs
204 per youth, Our experses are oo gresb w heve nct hoo

gnovgh money to feed our boys as we should. And we liave hed
no meney for hired help. T hLieve twieu 'rom tfie i

and we have prepared the meals ond kept cur ho'de in order,

48 have 3 stories mnd ¢ large bascrert which we use wnd we

have hardwosd flosrs end white wo:dwork througucut, 'fhe

work hus been very hard for us all and we huve lost sowe youth
begsvee of the lorg hourd they Led to work at the houwe., 1 work
15; hours every dag. I lwve never Lsd & week end or tloe .1,
My health is breaking, but I have enjoyed the work with the
youth, 16 makes my lieart ewell with prive whea 7 icok at cux
peat orderly liovse and ol rely cooded Leala, 1 ww 30 prouu of
tiie boys whe heve tried «0 Lerd Lo caTry cu the!r gorb ere 1L
ia fun to teach them Lo cook. &and T have soune cood co.ks

now sand o beglin with they dic oot kpow anytl
kitchen,

turee hova

o
G A vl Lak

e heve had so mapy difticulties to overvone uacre, Our
project really zot o f to & bad ccart, Vien I coue over to
texe cherge of the Aealdent, & ledpy Wwad here wio Led rec eutly
been appolintud Clty <upervisor, by Lhe Jtete dduluisirotol,
Sha i3 an old fricua of '!'l‘.z and tiey Lisd worhed Lo clier forv

& fumber of “ou.8 Lo the "hat, -.u el Siveiar L
Parid ele resldect witho' aiw tud vlly, ‘usuivlaul. A ofcat
Jiang Lhlose henpencd that rul:wa vorale of £ u pPo’act,
amd 17T hod not Love led oy Loy wis ¥l iu ofhool T woula
have resijned. Fpowlog tael Nrdl Ddecbeal et Ll ae fa .,
3 EBVe MO COUTATe Lo U0 wy 3Ty Tu. L, T Gas Vol wLuBply Sol o
wblle urd s0 were iy 00T md boy, BLL @oLdlbicus BIC Beitel

news, They miased & ronth from school beceuse of the detc.r
to Osk Grove, but they passed sith exnslluul _reueB, hut 1t
meant hﬂFd work erd PBetty lost P pounds,




“ri, noosevelt, 'rs, Cempbell, exyres-ed a w. oh thot I would

try writing short sBtorles, 'I have alau. s wo Led o wrlia, HeEré

are 3¢ many true exreriences I leve w.shed Lo wrlte about, Yob
nersonal, but exrerisncas of friends 50 closely lived hy me, | fee]
like everything haprened to mes Bubt T never find tluc oo arit e,
Fayhe sonadey I will, T s5ti11 ho'e tr Tlud my drean of & litrle

Lome with u rerden erpd flowers, MNaybe it 'u g gelliuh dream now,
»iuce Jo many ere lesipr thelr homes, but T 5111l went ong, sluple,
and cozy, out where the wi.d whispera ihru the treqs at Ewlll: Lk,
whére the sup ahipas brisnt anpd warm, whers thare will be flowers

aud rress end the air 13 Mire and dweet., Jdhere a fried fu g

riemd, just simple and [rlendly, Tt la coly a aresm 7 Or ao

2 gver find places 1ike tist? 1 want my desr old aother Lo s.aro

it with va, 4pd I &g colng to tebe heito liva With me Jusi Ba scom
s I c&n pet loested so that | will feel lilc whe w117 mot WAy e sty
Lo reve sone place with us, Jhetiwr 1 KLTE euy woTe Gelery or net,
We Bre moing to share what we have wiih hor, e .svae Curlainly wisa-
wd 3111y 's marazive morey. I tasighb 1 kuey whet 1 meant to s, buk

really didu't reallisze just how miel, uitil he hosu't :old Ay alove

ac loft peton nouge. He las not been well sivee le Led flu, Auy he
w3 A zorth behind too, after we went to Oak Urova, e hag h, 3
dar.ecits 7 Leve Lben afrald for him to ride his bine iy traffic.

Flewoe have somwe ope glvo we an agtive rart to cohary cu. T love
tig work with the wouih srd 1o 1 continue, T wish 1 Bu gkt love & rro-
Juzt in some westlery slete, 1 will mever iLe selisiied until 1 kuow
ay children sre out ip & diflerent etocinhvig,

I am enclosin: sone lat ord of resouemdution. Jusl Lie cues
of recezt vesrs,

‘¢ 6lncerely thank you for Clving us u gha e, T w,

Yours 8lncercly,

M=M M Wosz
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257 Herudon Sitru:te

t leur Vrs, Horsavelt:

to tell you that ater bhe [irsc

Matrict jurervisor cu.up over tu=
[}

Tag, iledE ovel

T am writing you aruln Lodry
of July, T will keve no work, VLo
day and told me, Thoere heve been nunnrousE ol ficul
sirew the projeet opuued, Yalnly gosslp butween the Superviasors and
the youth. 'This wes encourcped in tiie beslunlug 88 a mugs of 'o7ilng
e to loge out here. as T told you ip the beinulug of 1y leller, the

srule o tha rroject wes rulned, T tried hMerd to bu 1l qu L@ _euze

to tepinndug,. 1 dlscourased rosalp omcu the boyr wnd resusca to
s bon b thae dcuslp, s After g1l T Lrelouy abal } i

L
ty rrablusg o8 oucy &8 posrllble acl ‘Tar the rfosl tuo oo

o b

bewn Briveive guftem s ot of mau lip tron one oo ths L1le
thite, 48 Bo IT 1
LE i %o Lo very much about the pursonal efreird of cuoch olier, thiclu-
fore the tiinga the youth gee apu tell are buligs tae, dacuec aboa sbout s
Hgwever, I heve disecourajed this, wnd guite o Tew tices Jiepn they Lave
told e sbout things they see over on the Jlrle projech, | usve tuld Ghem

sonRerniv 11 11-'!.. OV UT O el

that we would have to atop iliem from viellbiog bacx end forian, If Lhia
coptinued., -Mowever, they argue thot such coratd tious shoula pob oklsl,

. This morning the District Supervisor came over tola me that it
wes belup clrculated around thet I Lea written you e letior concelnliug
the womay Supervisor of the glrl.' project ard had hed all ny boye b
Jion it. Mrs, Hoosevelt, 1 have wever wrlibtea jou suen a letter, 1
knzu potld g of one even hely; written. 1o fecl I8 1 kuew all the
gou-lp thet hod Leen repested lu ny prosence wes true, T owouldo's Lave
ritton you wbout 1t, Towever & Jucd ey of tue boye woula like o

have & oheoce to disouss thdupgs of thmt nature with oCusdne

Te thiu eountry a rerson L8 Intouent VLtll tuey ers [Tuven gullty

ad I sk ta e A gharce to rrove Ttaub T ald uaob do u bai.g @ Tt
2ind ved 1 ast to lave & meetiug of tue beoys tmd #al Lk, ue boaiiele -
how tid whole thing started, “ut fhe dlalrlet uneXVv.oool Yo aw

td aloch 1l, Bul wrltl A

ovia heve to oce what the ledy superviscr

1

a vtatenent Bud eaking my LAys ell Lo ~i a Ll TL wildl cu Tigul [1i.@
gy tn ieewtw, And Lhe fed who Roow wboub JU Livg 3010 Ley wneeu w

shapte o delerd me,
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Paan I Pipgt B eTey e Ty c ol e b 1R 24 Lo i Fhe
te et e e b ool tq.'-'-.. T a6 L2T dand "o Uhvas.. o g A Tt B R g Al
bud Wy Lack, MTLiire wes L8 ualol wim MesdudPlon s ¥ o FEEERA R
e b Pﬂ:.'-l 1] hl:_f wat Sall Lo Pou LIPS Y r';._.-i TR Fowiun b ely By
Lo wnlail age 1o e gpnd Gl v Mo hgn ou Dol e 2ok Eu vl Ll ot
b Told e L hed aronced mel ik b e Thled 0f G beoDuae Bl Yo s
wedle & oue e Fornd he gg Gi.iuiele T Lave done .y veob b WuTy tobb

Lcres 1 Lave wepied gielly doy uni Ciely wedd ouly I wive uti pau tue
orportunily Lo ncet ALYy Gue or even [o Lo cuurch, fhea liere s
guesilonable thin s done 1L seens to re only right to Brsevim *ie
Joubh questions or at least fre. Lothew 11 e tley were Lubelll, cuk mun
aid not {_ucre them. ror uftey 81l Ly afe Crosn men witii 4 vag's
intulli ence.

¥ra, Moosevilt, 1 hisve to huve ~cLw work, I have notul.g, 4pd
he meney, Helty nseds work., Aud o course Hilly necus urk Loo,
lan't Liere Somethlig screwhere for va 7 1 do not knus dhub Lo do.
1 4111 Le here 111 the firsi of Julys Plesie lob w wo s s bl g e
Hed Uross work, "IIIIL';, or UYd,

1 Leve done uo wrong here, T Love done uy bowt, I trasl Laot
1 skall huve somethiug by the tiae | uuve to gult Leie,

“he Mostrict Superviaor #uya thel ule e levting me oub-buense
of Yoo much Jupervision, Thot bLie Fapelt Llel wed oireulubed Lad
acthivy to do with 16, -“ut I dbl1l Leven't been [lven & Gliuoe
Lo crove fy well’ lutocout, T6 uway be tuit we wlll red Yo ciner
Lils wftcrnoon. 'he boys want tce, T plisred tiu Ylgurict “dTEREl ullt

i L]

a0 %u Lur'te co.e bagh, bub she sala v 1uu'i Lot wldvoer Ja
goule he hogl: er el Il woitld ull o vl Pu tae 1---,‘, ML AT LG T
e ek I aunbed to doy Aid il Lot 1 Lot du b asl h ey -

L owent *o veulin, T Laven't beog WHEty LePos Ty bhe ceplud i, beore
was Lhe'division of tha Fovbh,— Thooe *l. -5t B Ly WA T AT e

< ol tue  aud buode who wary l1agal 10 cny hod T e v diwn

tie tel.u agcldution o dbdidivgs Alber il Lhe Jutbi did pol boeljeve
ils and those who wers Berryl.~ the uolruths to Lue sily BUudidiaat
acTu thd oned who were rafding the -ar r¥e. Tratean orf dud i focd
1 ve nrov Lt fonc frow Wy oW kileicn Lo uely with brecifust sites
& ni Yle rald on the rantry,

Yra, nocs velt, I luve & 11ttle o g boy a1 pirl wie ceserve o
&indee Tuey BrS tre youth o  Jnerics u.u Lig suture o' Llsen, It
Liols hard that they heve to Le wl Lot v.ew & wleller lecuuve of
tic vsttles | Lave to f1 ut, I know I 10 aob belony fn tuo Bih
dlstrict of LYA, For most all the D radnael of thu disiricl ape
frex Porrce =vd are old .rie.is srd vuie elablves, e wistpiet
suporvigor hds led Ler office for a lon, Huiuv, Lut Y, Daipeell
deut me Lere, 1 Lave hed @ herd elimt, Tuu beys tell ue ‘i
<. Lol see how ! live liwld up, under 1. It coulau's hove, wltiwut
thelr help., 1 Lave eooked s leundried ard every il SoiBur,l . the
residect =¥k with the Jurervislon. 4Tt has veen hard, I kuow
the malority of the boys 1ive me ard 1 belleve 1 coulu stup i to

m.nthur_rnidiut «rd do a8 muoh ws 1 hnve Lere,
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LOUISI KA STATE WIVERSITY [
University, la,
! January 26, 1939,

Ypllege of Sncineering
CHEMICLL ENGINZTHIYG

To Jhom It May Concern:

Mra, M, H, Jede worked for me e3 typist-/ile-clerk in
.the Audubon Suger School Factory during the orep of 1538,

Her work was very satlisfectory end we fouuu her a
pleasant, willing and conscilentious worker. -he i3 lesving
this position at the completion of the seeson's oper=tlona,

 Yours very truly,

/8/ Arthur v, Keller
dsst, Frof. “hem, =Zngr.

Louisi pa Stete University
May 23, 1.38

TC WHOM IT MAY COUCEnM:

Krs, Mary Jade has been the house motlier of oue
of our fraterpities during ' the past yesr and her services
heve been entirely satisfactory. ohe has gcopersbed with us
at all times end she is the type tLat does her work well, I
wish to regommend her for any position she is applylig.

f':f J.F.Cole
g - Dean of Student Afrairs,

v

|
nespectfully submitted, E |
|
|

EBAST MISSIESIPHL STA™E HOSTITAL
Dr. J.5, Hiclman, Superintendent

Meridien, Misslssippl
January £, 1938

To dhom It May Concern:

This 18 to certify that Mres, Vary Jede wes ip my
employ for more tha o year, [ !ound her to Le very com-
petent, consclentious and honest, I uo not hoaitete to

n recomierd her moqt highly :oiehy positlon sl mi, it espire,

fs/ 3.5, ilicknen,
Superintendent




law OfClows
LABLOSG G, SPAOT

Zaton House, la.
Yay &3, 1528

MOOAION 1T LAY CAICEN |

Lrs, Nary Hude hus been scilus 10 the cejecity ol nouse= |
1
notler for the Loulslina Alpha Uhupler of Tueta Fapre lu

fraternity during the past scholastlc yesr,

As President of the alum.l or this fraternity in this h

|
comunity, T wish to say tlel we have “ound fwr services very 1

setisfactory. <he has worked herd end preforced he: dutlics

very effieiently. |

It would give me a preat dec] of plessure te recomrend |

her te any prospective employer,

Jo/ “arios G, <palit,




Pedersl Jecurily Aenoy
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMTYT STEATI 0L
FOH LOTE ST AMT4
424 venel Bank Zuildieg, Tew Orlesus, La,

tarch &, 1940,

Kra, Vary dade, Supervisor
LYA Boyd' hesident Unit,
Barksdule rield,
Shreveport, Loulslana,

Dear Mra, /fada:

1 want you to kuuw that | hLave feitiu in your
ebility to cooperate not ouly with the boys on your nregject,
but with all of the superviscrs aud people witi whom you wust
work in connecticn with our YA ectivitics, couetiuce, as e
discussed, this wmeans Folng three-fourtls or the Way el bryla,
to se2 the otiier rellow's palit of viwa,

I believe tast you have the abllity uot ouly to do
the actusl work with the boya aud tue housekedping an tie wuni t,
but that you heve those qualliies ol charaotsr .Jhicw Capbie you
{a £st 8long with Jour fellow wovieras, 1 wea more theo ;lewsed
o hesr thet you ond Mrs, Dawson wers pettivg slony 90 nicely
ard 1 went to heer the smme sbout -ou ENd .la, —uckley,

vary truly youwrs,

. /8] (rs,) vera J, Usplell
dsslstart to tle hdudnistiotsr,

ect «ro, Chandler
irs, 3uckley




4

rederal Jeourily & e cy
HATTONAL YuITH AL STHATION
ror louislana
424 Bonal Saul Suildlag, Dew Crlesrs
reb, &1, 1940,

YVra, Vary U, Made, Supcrviacr
Yational Youth Aduirlatration
P. 0, Box 402,
Dak urove, la,

Dear Vra, Jades

Thank you for your letter of rchbuary ldth., 1 Led
inguired of Mro, Chendler 1lest weéls, wlien she was here for
a meetlng, es to how you were jettiug clong in vak rove end
she me:tioned seversl dl!ficulties in the way of Lousin end
scho-1 facilities, which did nct iit intc netty's course, .
that you were encountering there, Alter some dlscus.lcn,
vrs, Uhendler surpreated thet 1t mizht be possible Lo uwmike
soe. chareea in her superviassry sisfl, «h'eh acnla seem to
be for the bast for the youth .rom several points of viow
and would perlieps also it iute 7o ¥ deglires anwd objoc!lved
far wour 1ittle family.

9y the tire you will recelva thic Yoller, 3% Yo gultias

1ikely that Srs, Shosdler <111 Jevs theovaezew wlta v g tPLls-
fer to “hrevenort, which would eirble osetly to rel thg goirecs
thet ghe would 11 to hove withovt logirg sz, tire. 2 41}

gektalnly hope nlag the® —on #70 w oble te Mol o 1iALIS
heie more essily in shreveport,

I am glad to see ihe floe spirit wila sileh you are
attacking your problems, both perdcual and @aployuwe.t., 174
work 1a still plopeer work a:d there wre any difficultive
whiktch tuke hard work and fe!th erd patl.uce &rnd couperaticn.
1 know, however, that vou heve Lhs.e gialliled Bau Wu ule
countirg on you to lelp us fn oor serd with IYA boys mcu
girls in Loulsluna,

‘ary truly youra, -
[s/ 1ts,) Vere J, Cauplell
assistent to Life Aawiuistretor

" a8 . -,
ezt 'ry, Vhendler
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Shreveport, Loulsiana

May b, 140
TO WHOM IT MAY' CONCEEN;

We the boye of the Barksdale Projeot who have been under Mrs, H,
Wade's supervision, have found her to be oheerful, truthful, and no
ere worker, She has always been agresable apd helpful im every respect
to each boy on this project, We sincers believe that she is interested
in sagh boy and thegeneral outoocme of this pro,lm We feel that she 1p
imtwﬂ‘har and ocompetent, )

SIGNED; T / el
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July B, 1940

Dear dubrey: 'I'"L'rls e

I have a mote frem Dr. Beeves to whom I had
writtan about Jee Lash.

Joe Lash would like wer  much to work for
the administration. He lma been edit ing a cheap
edition of excerpts from the President's public
papers, because be felt that they would be
valusble to the avernge person during the coming
.rn.l?. I think this 1s about finished,

You will have noticed the stand he took at
the recent American Youth Congress conventicm,
which I thiok must have taken a good deal of -
courage. - -

He has oo little meoey I hate to suggest
that he go to Washington unless you really
hﬁ,u Job you cen offer him. M1l you lat m
know

Cordlally yours,




0 Y
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION JLP g
WABHINGTON "pn.-f-n

Julylil, 19:0

My dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

I have your note of July 8
toncerning Joe Lagh., I am today wiring
him to come to Washington for a con-
ferance. I don't know what the ocutecome
of such a mecting might be but I shall
gertainly be glad to talk with him and
See 1f there is any possible way in which
we might be able to do aomething for
him.

Sincerely yours,

U 2ge

nistrator

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt
The White House




\\Fb o hustthT. rl?w
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{ ] My desr lrs. Roosevelt: | .
i ol
/"’ I met this :numing with a group of Hegro s

leaders frem all parts of the country and we discussed
at considerable length the whole Negro situation. 1 1'

wender if it would be possible for you to meet with of

two or three of them and myself on Thursday or Friday |'?

of this week. My thought is that we could come to { \V4 .
Hyde Park or if you could find it possible to meet us 4

in New York City I think that would be much better.

The most convenient time for me would be on Thursday

or Friday evening but we could suit our convenience

to yours.

I am also anxious to talk with you about
this whole youth program cevelopment. I think we
have to get action in this field or suffer what I
fear will be fatal losses.

I wired you on Monday. I know you have
been so terribly busy and I hate to bother you now
but there is no one else to whom we can turn on
these matters.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Val-Kill Cottages *
Hyde Park, Hew York




e August 12, 1940

P

=

TELEGRAM:

Mp, Aubrey Williams /

NYA
Washingten, D.C. 1

#ill be with you from ten to one on Aupust 26
' ELEANOR ROOSEVELT
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ﬂt} Auvsust-B, 1940,

In- ! iy 3 »

by dear Mrs. Noosevelt: - /{k
I heve set Aupust 27 as the dn te | f'or

the youth sroup meeting here in Washinston., I

heve vorked cut a list of about 20 orranizations

but I think this will prooebly reach A0 befora

I am through. I heave decided to include the

fnericen Youth Congress and both labor rrOUDS

ns well as Labor's Non-Partissn Leapue. My feel-

inz is that it will be better for us in the end

to have pvnrvnra renrasanted.

tveryone here agrees with me thot it
5 eXtremely imnortent for vou to be prosent At
tids meeting if it is lngenly nossible to do ao.
I know that your present schedule must be ter-
rific and 1t is probably impossible for vou to
add amything to 1t, but I do think tiis is very
important.

I intend to send these invitations out
bMonday and unless I heer from you to the contrary
by that time I will go mhoad with them,

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Val-Kill Cottnpges
hyde Park, New York




Septesber 6, 19,0 ! f
Hyde Park, New York //

Dear Aubrey:

o8 has written me mho feels that
you are letting Helen Puller zo bscause ¥ou think
you have to make a place fo t my re-
quest. I remembar telling you that I thought
Molly Yard wmas a good person, but I #d not for &
moment mean that you should displace another girl
to tuke her in. I feal quite sure that Helan Fuller
is really good. She may not always follow through
and perhapa she should bs jacked up mhan she doesn't.

In addition I am told that you have heard
she is at the Biltmore Headquarters. I think that
is probably trus and yet I feel she is most meticu-
lous in not doing anything that would canse any
trouble., Just being seen at Readquarters, perhapa
to call on a friend, des not seea to me to be
very wrong, but if you do not want her to do it ,
Jyou can easily tell her so. Of course I have &
feeling that no one psrson should stand in the nay
of the good of the NTA, and if you feal there is
something mrong, you ought not to consider her for
4 mment, but I do not want her, nor any one alse,
to be put cut becsuse of something which I had sald
or done.

Very slocersly yours,

Hon. Aubrey Williams
NYA




1;;’4§?;1f;[ 31"{ o .

This is a strietly unsipgned memo, and my
husband does not lmow I am writi it, for he 1is ocut of
town and posslbly has seen you thls morning. It 1s also
unauthorized and is not requestedyby any of the people .
mentionédd, none of whom will ever lkmow I wrote it if I can

Auhre¥ “illiama 1s 1a a great stete ovemr
Hapry Mandel (I don't even lmow him well ehoupgh to know
how to spell hia name, and eventhough he spent an evening
at our 'house, I don't remember what he sald or what he looks
like.). Apparently,seseidssses {rom 4/'s conversetion
with me when my husﬂand end T took him home from the train
vesterdayy, the FBI has proviéd, so far as can be proved
without a signed card, that il has been tled up with the
Communists, Apparently, he hired the "fellow-trgveleba"
in California, and fired those who weren't. lle says he
hired and fired on efficiency basis. The evidence of
others on the effliclency and lnefficiency of those he hired
ahd fired 1s conflicting. AW asked my advice, I told him
I didr't lmow whether IMM 1s a fellow-traveler or not, emphasiz-
ing that the lacf of a membership card means nothing, as 1t
1s part of the CP intrlipgue not to let some people beoore mem=
bers, that L ned ne smame 1ndlcation, on the one time when
I spent an evening with LM, that he was a lellow=-traveler,

Bh#, I sald, the NY¥A 1s more important than
one man (all this wgs at much greater length). YThe important
question 1s, Will the NYA suffer 1f KM 1 kept ont Will it
losé important support (including the Catholles) if he is
kept on? Is MM indispensable to NYA? ~It is more important

to NYA to continue to be the Envarnment agency which pets

e —— B T T ——
@E;ﬂbiggaat support, both in Congress and in G, 1lup polls,
than it 1s for one man to keep hls job, or for you to go to
bat for one man to whom Injuastice may be done. #And you can
arrange 1t, 1f neceasary, for not too mbeh injustice toc be done
te him, 1f you have to let him go.
"In other wonds," AW sald, "It 1s better for one

mag to suffer than for many to suffer," "Exactly," I
sald, "And Jesus himself established that prineiple.

But, Aubray wanted to know, "Wlll I be starting
a movement which will end in the abrogation of all civil liber=
ties if I fire this man?® And he went on into how the FBI, if
1t had to, could prove that he was a fellow=traveler, and I
was, and maybe, even, husband, although sy husbond's record
in the Ouild could uau:ihract enything Blse.

I told him that I had -- even before my husband




worked for him, and even after, condidesed whether it wjuld be
petter for the NYA for AW to po out. Then, I continued,)where
else could the NYA get a man who had the Imaginatlon and the
devotion he hes? 5o (I teold him I concluded) I could not think
of anybody else who could operate NYA in such a way that 1t
would not only help the youngastefs, but would also turn out to
be the only goverhment apgency which geta 82 per cent approbal
in a Gallup podl, the only one -- cutside milltary approprif-
$ions latér and outside the syphilhs program -- which goft more
money from Congress than the gresidant'a budget provided.
Mgydeatly, he =ald he could think of several, but by that time
we wePe joining the family at his house, and he never named
three.-- not even one.

Neverthelesd, he seems to be about to fire Helen

Fulle r, or abblish her job, and to for
oy T T T TV T — ¥ Yard upon my husbsnd
to talke Helen's place. My husband -- deaplte the fact that he
says Molly locks and acts like me when he first Inew me =--. -
does not see what lolly could do in his division. (Of course, :
information divisions are always under specifie fire by con-
gressmen., ) I reiterate that flelen has not, as well as I lmow
her, menticned hhis. But I don't think thr;tl‘_, when _
you recommended lolly for a job, yowweant [or Ilelen to be fire d

could have a job, If you did, Just ignore _this. 4And,
of course, NEVLR LET ANYBODY KNOW I WAOTE TIs. 1 just saw
a sltuation developing that upset me nc end, and couldn't reaist
going entirely eutside my Jurisdiction to report it to you.

In falrness to everybody, I suppose I should

alao add that, much as my husband likes Helen, and much as
he does NOT want her fired, he says she doei not always
follow through, and i1s sometimes indlscreet., “IHighly confl=-
dentially, I &lso report that somebody, whose name my husband
does not know, réported, by long dlstance telephone, to AW,
that lHelen was in national democratic headquarters the morning
after she had bheen with you at Vel Kill. I ran across Ilelen
in that maze of undecoupled offices and halls full of trucks
carrying furntture and files from one place to another, and, as
usual, kidded her about the Hateh Act. But I also know that
she would not use a committee telephone to try to locate

. Verda Barnmes, but used her own nickels down in the booths in
the lobby while I ordered coffee for her and grapejulce for me
in the coffee shop. I think she was belng quite meticulous.

Your anonymous Iriend.
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| FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY ]
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION

2148 C STREET NW., WASHINGTON, D. C.

CONFIDERTTAL October 27, 1940
fo
" Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt : e
The White House et L2t

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I have your note of October 22 in regard to Ur.
Muurice Mandell. You will recall thot he is the young man
against whom we hnve had repesmted charges over the past few
years concerning his being engnged in Commmunistic activities.
This metbter was finally brought to the attention of the
Presicent and I felt it was of such = serious charscter that
I h~ to toke cognizance of it and do something about it.

Just previous to this, he was attacked on the floor
of the House by Congressman Mason of Illirois and I asked
Mr. Mandell to meet the situztion by requesting that the
Department of Justice investigate the whole matter. He did
not see fit to do that at the time, although expressed no op-
position to the idea, but rather let the matter go by default.
After two weeks or so had elapsed I told him I could no lonzer
let the matter remain un-ttended. T then asked the Federal
Bureau of Investigation to mike an investigation of these
charges and T s0 informed Mr. landell.

Prior to this time I hod been attempting to put our
program on a basis more in line with the expanding defense pro-
gram and had found it inecreasingly difficult to get the organi-
gation in behind the program. I spoke to the vhole staff on
the matter very pointedly twice after some weeks of driving at
the matter with no particular apparent result. I then decided
it was necessary to reorganize our Work Division anc remove
Ur, Mandell as its ddrector, Tils &ll occurred before the FBI
business but the two were sufficiently close so thet in Mandell's
mind there developed a convictigp that the two things were
linked together, The truth is I had made up my mind that he
could not organize that sectlon of the work and had proved him-
solf incapable on the basls of what he had been sble to accom-
plish. The staff was disorganized; the mail wes unanswered.

It required almost my constant attention - o state of affairs
that I could not continue. .




In taking him out of the division I assigned him to &
field position end told him thot he was to devote his time to thet
work., Later on vhed he objected to this, I told him that T weuld
not =oke any change in hs status pending the outcome of the FEI
investigation. During this perlod he beoane vary bitter cnd I had
persontlly given to me considers-le evidence thet he had gotten
himaelf into en attitude of extreme hostility tovard me parsonally
Fnd Lo many of the persons thot T hed {mmedistely around me. I
overlooked this end allowed hm to remain in the organization nend-
ing the outcome of the investization hoping thet hia attitude wouwld
change. It dld not hovever sncd some weska follewing the recort of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (which report wis to me {ncan—r
flusive but I am sure as far as the FEI v-g cancermed, 1t was very
conclusive) I decided 1% vos far his best interest nned, certainly,
for the best interest of this erranization that he find a pl- ce
claewhere. I notified him to this effect on September 11,

I hawe In the nepntise tried to help 1
with Mp. ¥illiam Haber of the Jewish Aefugee Co
Citv. I unterstood ¥r, Heber wus fovorsbly i pressed vith hi
thought he has a Job for him. I hove no recent report on 1
though I have contocted Ur, Haber at le-at three times in }

I also wrote a letter to lr. Yundell on Sedtember 20, 1940
in response to n request of a friend of his =nd so worded this lekter
that it would be as helpful as possible to him in securing future
employment, He was Lo keep this letter “nd return his nrevious letter
of dismissrl. He refused to accest thin letter of Sentasber 20 however
£nc returned it efter he hed made a copy of it for o personnl files.

I have seen the union and, inassuch as Mr. Mondell is press—
ing the matter, it is my thought to have the cuse completely documented
by Mr. George F. Gant, our Director of Personnel. The union hos agreed

to this step. My finsl decision in the metter will depend upen the
report I recelve from Mr. Gant. iy

Thia constitutes about the glet of the whole mntter. T shall
be gled to advise you of the fin=l developments in this case.




October 22, 1940

My dear Mr. Willioms:
(ory

A Ur, Mgurice Mandell, 3200 - 1lbth
Strest, M.i., fasiington, hds asked for an
interview with Lrs. Roogevelt to talk over
Lis disolzsal from the National Youth adminis-
tration. Mrs. Roosevelt would apprecizte it
if you would let her know what happened and
the circumstances ln Lhe case.

Very sincerely yours,

Seeretary to
Mrs. Boosevelt

Honorable Aubrey Willlaos
Hational Youth Adninistration
Washington, D.C.

DD




g g



' FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION

2145 C STREET NW., WASHINGTON, D. C.

Decenber 1%, 1940

¥

|I|l "
v / 2 f’?

liy dear lirs. Roosevelt:

In further response to ycur note of
Qctober 22 in regard to Kr. Maurice dandell, the
attached correspondence indicates the dispocaitien
of this case.

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House




Dacexbar 13, 1940

lir, Henry Ehine, National Organizer
Muited Federal Workeras of America
532 Seventeenth Strest, N, ¥,
Enphington, D, C.

Dear Nr, Ehines

In sccordance with cur conversation of Novesber 26,
acd as stated im your letter of Decesber 12, Er, Maurice
Fandell 's employment status will be that of any other
eaployes of tha Eational Youth Administreticn, that is, ha
shall hold a regularly classified peeiticn dependent Iirst
upen the satisfactory dissharge of his responsibilities and
sscond upon the comtinued avallability of funds. This decision
is made with the understanding that your reguost that Kr,
Bardell be restored to bls forser position s withdrawn,

Tue Personnsl Diviaion will review Er, Mandall's pregent
position snd allocate it to sppropriate titles and grade.

Bincerely yours,

Aubray Tilliams
ddsinistrator |




F UNITED FEDERAL WOHKEWS OF AMERICA
Y 532 Seventeenth Street, N.W.
Vimshington, D.C.

December 12, 19L0

Mr. Aubrey Williams
Administrator

Nutional Youth Administration
2U5E ¢ Street, N.w.
Hﬂahiﬂgtﬂﬂ. D: C.

Dear Mr. Williams;

We wish to confirm herewith cur understanding of the
agreement reached with you in our final conference of November 26th
last regarding the case of Mr, Haurice Mandell,

Mr. landell's employment status in the baticnnl Youth
Administration is to be permanent, subject, of course, to the
usual requirement of continued setlsfactory performunce of
duties imposed on all employees; and his salary is to be commen- |
surate in grade with the position he holds. ) |

In the light of this understanding, we agree that it will
not be necessary to make a study of lr. Mandell's work during the
past year,

We shall appreciaste hearing from you at Your earliest : |
convenience in confirmation of the understanding outlined above,

Slpcerely yours,

(signed) chr;,r Khine
National Orpanizer




January 23, 15,1

Dear Aubrey:

1 have had a cuery fros New York City
about boys who have besn in reformatories, who
have no faxilies and no financial resources, who
would 1ike to be on HTA for the tralning Frogram,

- but who simply cannot live on NTA pay.

Ua jou hake such boys who do not have
lelony records, or even those who have felony
recaras on firsl of fense, an any of the resident
irajecta? If oo, where shouly Liey apply?  Would
it be possible Lo set up in NYa a division fop
soclally handicap.ed people?  For instance, in
New York state thepe are practically no places
to send Negro children, so neglectec liegro children
are sent to reformstories. There are probloms
within the reforuatories for these ehfildren and

much wore sorious problecs when they come out.

Thie whole situation has Leen brought
to my attention by Liss Viols Ilms, who has
wrked with the Young Len's Vocutional Foundation,
Inc. She would be very plud to coe down to talk
to you if you are interestod because these boys
seaa to be given practically no chince.,

Very sincerely yours,

Hon. Aubrey #illiams
NYa




Aubrey Williama:

ve had a quéry from NYC about boys who have been in reformatories,
who have no families and no financial resources,who would like to
~ be on NYA for the training program, but who simply ean not live
on NYA pay.

Do you take such boys who do not have-& felony recoris, or even
those who have R felony recordson first offense, on any of the
resldent projects. If eo, where ghould they aoply? Would it
be pessible to set up &n NYA a divielon for soclally handlcapped
people? For instance in New York State there are practlcally
no places to send Negro children, so neglected negro children
are gent to E reformatorles There are problems within the
reformatories for these children and much madre serious problems
when they come out.

This whole eituatlon has been brought to my attention by « o
Mise Vlola Ilma who has worked with the (%lve name of organ) -
She would be very glad to come down to talk to you If you

are ﬁ:tareeted because these boys seem to be glven practically
ne chance. i

E.R.




February 26, 1941

- —
e

Dear Mr. Willimms:

Mre. Roosevelt a if the N.Y.A. 4
will lock into the case o nee Morris, ;; , | :
Aliquippa, Fennaylvania, whose latter T am —

encloalng., She hopss that some sugiestion
can be made for his assistance and would be
glad to hear what ia dona.

Very aincersly yours,

Secretary to
M 5. Roosevelt

Mr. Aubrey Williams
National Youth Adwinistration
Washington, D.C,

Boy disfigured and can find no work — has tried all agencies - trade schools, ete,
"I am so ugly that no one will listen to men, .




FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY
MNATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION

2145 C STREET NW., WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 1, 1941

kiss Malwvina C. Thompscn
Secretary to Mrs. HRoosevelt
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mss Thompson:
Enclosed is a letter I have just written to

. of Aliquippa, and I will let you
know as soon as I hear from our man in Pennsylvania.

I am returning Mr. Morris! letter to Mrs. Roosevelt.




March 1, 1941

¥re. Eoosevelt has sent me your letter to her, and
ihdtht!mﬂﬁn‘uu-ﬁingthnﬁ-

any
projests in Aliquippe in commestion with radio werk,
Mr. Isaas Butten, Marrisburg, asking if he will give

this mattar very carsful emsideration. I am asking -
if bhe will writs you direet.

Eincsrely yours,

:
:
a
!

Avbrey Willisms
Adednimtrator




Mareh 1, 1541

Mr. Isang C. Butten, State Administrator
Mational Youth Adeinistration
19 8. Frent Stresd

Barrisburg, Pesnmylwania
Dear Tiows
Enclosed is a letter frem Clarence Morris of

Aliquipps which oame with a note from Mre. Heosevelt,
that we let her kpow whether or not ay

Sinoarely yours,

Avbrey Willians
Administrater




BED L. 1381

1601 Jackmn Street
Aliquippa, Pennasylvania
February 11, 1841

. i Mre. Flanklin D, Yocsevelt
White Housa,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt;

“aving read of the opportunities thut are going to be presented to the
poople of the United States who are physically affliocted, I am writing
to you, at this time, to ask you what I might be able to find to do.

1 am twenty years old, born in Pennsylvania. My mothor is a widow, and I
have an older Lrother who is totally deaf, und at this time in the hos-
pital. We are on relief. .

1 was born with & club foot, and but thres fingers on ons hand and two on
the other. Am a raesult of an automobile mccident in 1936, when my father
8till lived, I was out about the face, and I am facially disfizured. ihile
I am not parading these defects for the purpose of gaining sympathy from you,
I feel that I must tell you, so that you ocan imapine for yourself that thay
koep me from getting employment of any kind.

e I had not the opportupkty of Cinishing high school, Lecause the other persons
in my oclass made all kinds of fun of me, and made me so ashamsd that I ecould
not bear to be in the same room with them,

I am interosted in radio work. but, I have not the mearns to send myselfl to
& private school to learn this work, and the other trade schools will not

* take mo. ‘y mother and I have talked to every agenoy that the State pro-
vides, and we cannot get tny sort ol help for me. The NYA say that they
oannot employ me. The WPA will not. The mills refuse. The State Employ-
ment office is kind, tut they have no place for me. I have no place, now,
to turn, and just last week, I found out from the local police that if I
committed some criiinal wet, they could jail me, and send me to a reforma-
tory. Thers I would Le sure to loarn the trade that I wanted.

How, Mrs. Rnnu;'olt, will you hélp me? The only talent I have is some
" 1 ' little ability to sing. But I am so ugly that no one could listen to me.
Will you advise me whare I may turn next?

i . Yery res i

1y, , ,

T —— ) - ‘ s

Clarence orr




April 9, 1941 ,/!'.7

My dear Mr. Witcher:

After recelving your letter of
March 10, uUra. Roosevelt asked the Adminis—
trator of ti)e Pederal Security agenoy to try
Lu help you and hus Leen informed that the
Office of iducution is taking a personal
interest in your case and has written to edu-
cational and other authoritios in an effort to
find & place for you, Llrs, Roosevult sincerely
liopes something sdll tum up and will let you
koow if she hears anything furthepr.

Very sincersly jours a

Seeretary to
lrs. Roosevelt

Mr. Clifford :ﬁﬁgﬂr
1065 Malyuon A

Atlants, Oeargla DD




To:

From:

jgest FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY
¥ OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

INTERCQFFICE COMMUMNICATION

: o
Mre. Eleanor Roosevelt, R
The White House M Arril 8, 1941

layne Coy,
Asplstant Aduinistre -

Ciifford W. Witcher

Sowetime ugo you forwarded we & letter which you lwid
received from Clifford M. Wwitcher of Atlanta, Georgla, o blind
youth who is anxious to secure work as & teacher. Ths Office
of bducation took the matter up with the rehabiliteiion suthori-
ties in Georgia and found thet they had fincnced hir. Litcher's
training in Georgla Tech, where he secured his bachalor's degres.
It is recognized that iir. Witcher hes great ability in the lina
of mathematicel sclence but they have had great difficulty in
finding & placement for him us & tescher.

The 0ffice of Education is teking a personsai interest in
the case and has written to educetional and other suthorities
in en effort to find a place for him. If further inforuution
develoos I shall communicate with you.

. Attachmentis 3






1085 Melynn Avenhue
#tlunte, Ceorpile

inpch 10, 1541
Uras., Franklin D. Roosevelt
Golden Beach
Miaml, Florilda
Dear Mru. Roosevelt:
I certalnly hope you wlll pordon me Cor vrdbing Lo you winlle you
are on your vacation, but I thougnt thet, In zowe .ays, It mipnt be

the best time to ask you for the help or advice wiilch I need s0 very
much. I realize that many people must be constantly writing to you
ebout all sorts of things, end I have thought it over s great deal
before finally deciding to trouble you with my problem.

T am a young mon twenty-=ix years old and in perfect health, ex-
gept for the fact that I a2m unable to 32e, my eyes having besn Infacted
by © nurse when I waz & swell boy. I am six feet two Inchen tull,
weigh sbout one hundred eighty pounds, #nd meke a very good appear-
ance. ;

I received my undergraduate training in slectrical engineering
at the Ceorgla School of Technology, where I graduated with first
honor in a class of about four hundred., After obtelnlng & master's
degree in physics at Emory Unlversity of this city, I started workling
for my doctor's degree in physics st Columbls University. This work
i= now all finished except for publicatlon of my thesls, and this will
be done in snother month or so. I think I can zay thst ny academle
racord e2ll the way through school has been excellent. .Phile at Georgl:
Tech I was elected to several honorary socletless, Including Phl ¥appa
Phi, 2nd I also bacame s member of Phl Keppa Zigma sociel fraternity
there. At Coluymbla I was awarded two fellowships, one of them a
University Fellowship, and was electad to Slgma ¥1 and to FEpsllen
Chi, e&n honorary electrochemical soclety.

I have prepared myself to teach physlcs or mathematics In a col-
lege or university, and during the past saveral months I have been
trying hard to find work of this kind for next year. 2o far I have
had absolutely no success, thils belng dus apperently to two things:
in the first place, thera seem to be relatively very few openings
avallable in my fields for next yearj und In the second place, the
sdministrators in the few places where I have located openings are
unwilling to balleve that I can handle the work successfully because
of my blindness. There are several cexamples of blind people success-
fully teaching in high schools and colleges for zeeing students, though
none. in my field so far &= I ¥now. ,I am confldent that I could handle
the work, and do it well, but thls doesn't help me much when others
refure to be convinced of it. I am 5till making every efford to find
a teaching positlon, but I have declded that 1t iz guite advisable to
start looking into other kinds of work too. I feel that I absolutely
must find something for next yesr, as I have been dependent on my
parents, even more so than the average boy wlth slght, ell my 1life, &nd
they have not had things partlcularly easy.

I am asking for your help, but I will admit that I don't exectly

L ’




wnow what to ask you to do. Your contscts are o wlde. Perhups you
might be able to suggest some place where I would have & chance of
convineing people that I am able to do the work which I have prepared
myself to do. I would give anything to be able to find zomes nort of
work in connection with our nation's d=fense, but I don't know whuat
thera would be which I could do or whaere to look for it. I have been
& licensed amateur radio owerator for the past twaelve years, #nd I
feel that I cartsinly should be able to handle some types of radlo
work. Many types, of course, require vision, and would therafore be
impossible for me without nsslstance. I believe I hava a personallty
well sulted to any kind pf work lnvolving contact with people. I
meke frlends ea=ily and enjoy belng with others as much as anything I
know. In fact, my interest in people has In the past few years be-
come as strong as any interest I have. On the other hand, I thoroughly
enjoy work involving the solution of physical or mnthemntical problems,
and I think I have considerable ability in this line. Iy thinking is
not particularly fast, but generally sound and accurate. UMy memory
has, of necessity, been trained rather well. furely there must be
some place for a man who wants and needs work an badly #az I do and
who has been fortunate enough to have reczived th: preparation which
I have.

Mrs. Roosavelt, let me say agaln that I zpolopize sincarely for
troubling you with all this, but, if there 1z uny suggestion or ad-
vice or help which you can possibly give me, zither with regard to
government work or anything else, I will appreclate it more than you
can ever Know.

Yery slncerely,

o,b,é-tmt, Wy el
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GEORGIA SBCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY
ATLANTA GECRGIA

12/12/34/
LT LR LI
ZZAARAREZZ

To those concerned:
I have known Nr. Clifford Witcher for eeveral years,ae a student
at the Georpia School of Technolo:sy,and Lad the pleawuire of
naving him as o student last year in my classxin edvanced calculus,

This man has a powerful and alert mind,an ;gflity to reason
things out for himself,a truly remarkable power of concentration
end unueual visualization of geometric fizures.His work in the
nalculuq wee all that could he agked of anyone-I congider him
the equal or superior of any student I have hod in mathemetics
during 22 years et Georgla Tech.

Kr. Witcher ie anxious to do advanced work in mathematics,
and I recommend him without reserve as a most promising stadent
and worthy of any help,financial or otherwigw,that may be ziven
him in his effort to secure training in higher mathematics. :

| very truly yours

| ’. q 2 | p AP - S ﬂ‘ﬂ,(mr':n’nj

Head of Mathematice Department

Georgia 8chool of Technology
Atlanta Ga.




THE WHITE HOUSE

e Y
A\

May 27, 1941

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS THOMPSON / ;
MH. CHIM ./
MR. TOLLEY

The fdllowing will lunch
with Mrs. Foosevelt at the White House on
May 29th at 1100 P M., for the purptae
of discussing the minority gmupx{n industry:

f Mr, Aubrey Willisms \_.,
'H.'I'f Eiﬂn‘j‘ H—i

Dr. Hm Heaves
Colonel Frank Ma3herry
- Mr, Arthur Altmeyer
Dry Le S« Eawkins

Dre Will Alexander
-Dr. Robert C. Weaver

(Dr. Hawkins has to go to N. T.
this week and there is a bare possibility
that he will be unable to get eway from there
in time for the luncheon. Drs. Alexander
and Weaver have deferred trips to, the West
Cost in order to be present)

Fe Le Fu

NATTMA.L YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTOM
Y 'k

OFFICE OF ADMIMISTRATOIR

-+ May 22, 1941

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Regarding a meeting with
reference to minority groups in
industry, I suggest Mr. Sidney Eﬂ.l.-an,

Dr. Floyd Reeves| Co Frank MoSherry,
Hr. Arthlnr Altmeyer e La S. Hawkcins -
and myself.

If you could conveniently hold
it during the next week, it would be more
likely that ell could come. Saturdey or
Bunday is usually a bad time, especially
on such short notice.

yours,

1lliama
Afmigistrator

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House




2t

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION

WASHIMNGTOMN

OFFICE OF ADMIMISTRATOR

Mey 23, 1941

CONFIOENTTAL

Mrs. Franklip D. RHoosevelt
Tha White House

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

With further reference to
my letter of May 22 in regard to

— your calling a conference to discuss
the situation with regard to the
Minority Group, I should like to

include the names of [

Dr. Will Ala:undar' L : 1
Dr. Robert C. 'BETB‘!,": ]

as persons to attend such a meeting.

Sincepely yours,

Admini Iptra.tor
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Federal Becurity Agency - NYA

7510400

Tune 24, 1941

MES. FERANCLIN D, BOOSEVELT
CAMPOBKLLO, MAINE

I EATE T0 DO THIS BOT IT IS TERRIBLY IM.QRTANT THAT I TALK T0 YOU
EEFORE FIVE P, M. TODAY.

MPettiorew/cushing




Faderal Security Agency - NYA

AD

7510400

MRS. FRAMKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
CAMPOBELLO, MATNE

EXECUTIVE ORDER CONCERNING THE RANDOLFH SITUATION WAS SIGMED TODAY

\AUBREY WILLIAMS




July 18, 1941

MEMO FOR MISS THOMPSOMN:

Ere. Roocsevell will ses Nr,
F. D. Patterscn, presidest of
Teskoges Institate on July 23rd,
as b pyp.

M.T.L.




F. D'PATTERSOMN, FREsicoNT

3 JuL 1 4 194)

BOARD CF TRUSTEES !

LLOYD IBAACE, rasssunen

.

LU ST BCHIEFFELIE, CRdlEW e

RS ae Cuskegee Institute

maEERH LoEAE
AHARLES 8. WiCREEEHAE o, IaEi

ALEEAHBER B BILREL OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

- TUSKEGEE IMETITUTE, ALABAMA

July 17, 1941 o

¥re. Franklin D, Hoocsewvelt -
The White House r
Washington, D. C.

Ky dear Mra. Hoosevelt:

1 am in receipt of a letter from Itiss Malvina C. Thompssn

advising that you will see re at the White louse at six o'clock
on July 23,

I am deeply grateful for this appointment and shall lack
forward to the privilepe of a conforence with you at this time.

Very truly yours,

AN R,

Proesident




F. DPATTERSON, PRAESIDENT LLOYD IBAACE, raessusss

BOARD OF TAUSTEEE

e A Quskeger Inatitute

CHARLES o, wilanEnasaw FOUMSED &Y BDddEn T, WARHIHATON, a1

E. E. THOMAR

HisaT 5. BOWLRE

WAHTHEGF W A LDRICH
ni

WALTEA B, CAUEE
ALEEAHDES §. DIEDEL QFFICE OF THE FRESIDEMT
P, B, FATTEESON

LLIVE A Ill.., 2 vl

WikLiaM ROEENWALD
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EDSURDE. DAY J'.J.l}' 7, 1941 "

Urs. Franklin Dy Roosevelt /
The White House L
Washington, D, C. I

My dear lirs. Roosevelt:

As our program in aviation has progressed and other matters
relating to the legro in Mational Defense have Eone on apace, several
items of interest have develsped that I would like, if possible, to
discuss with you. I am ever conscious of the gensrous and helpful
friend which you have pProvon to be to the Iegro poople and I have
one or two suggestions which I would like to make boaring on the
wellfare of Hegroes in genoral and with spogific reforence to the WS
in which Tuskezee Imstitute could be of crenter scrvice in connection
with defense training for skilled occupations.

I would 1like alse to report first hand our nrogress in aviation
and conditlons as I observed them at the ground school in Rantoul,
Illinois, '

If this appointment could be granted any time during the week of
July 20 or 27, I will be very grateful. If not, if you would sugrest
any possible date I could see you your sugpestion will be [lollowed,

Very truly yours,

Freaident "

i
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Insawlr. Y. D, rlﬂm. President
of Tuskegpe Instituts, snd he talked to me about
ths posaibility of an N.Y.i. Besaldent Center near
Tuskeges, Hs doss not feal thoy ocan get proper
treining otherwise and he would ccoperate in

svary possible way in getting such a Ceater estab-
lished.

Yary sinosraly yours,

Hon. Aubrey Williams
NYA
Wash,, D.C.
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Jamuary 12, 1942

Mush to oy aurprise,they were in omplete
Sympathy and took, as did Mr- MoNutt, a very
Satisfactory stand. They felt that it is the

I think they mean to work out Somathing.
T will keep after it and try to get more
inforsation,

Sincersly yours,

Nr, Aubrey Williams
NYA
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: January 15, 1942
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Thank you for the good
news contained in your note of the
12th.

Smith is the key man, I
feel sure that the President would
go along if he made the necessary
recommendations - and MeNutt is 0.K.

You kmow, without my saying
it, how deeply your fighting for the
NYA is appreciated by me and everyone
interested.

Since yours,

brey ams
Administyhator

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
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Octobar 14, 1942

Dear Aubrey:
It.mnqﬂ.ndiﬂudufﬁl

and Mrs. Williams to remssber ms on my

birthday. Thank you both so much.

Very sincersly yours 2

Mr. Aubrey Williams

Hational Youth Administration
Washington, D. C.

da
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MRS FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
WHITE HOUSE WASHDC |
ONE GETS THE FEELING QUOTE WHAT WOULD WE HAVE DONE WITHOUT YOU
END QUOTE YOU HAVE IH'JHE A GREAT JOB OF BEING OLDER SISTER TO
THIS COUNTRY THO AT TIMES YOU HAVE LITERALLY HAD TO SLAP SOME
SENSE INTO THE FAMILY WITH CONGRATULATIONS AND AFFECTIONATE

REGARDS TO YOU
AUBREY AND ANITA WILLIAMS.




April 16, 1943 bifie !

Dear Hr. Becretary: T U ™
. I hnve a letter from Mr..Patterson

of Tuskegee Institute who talked some tlme

ago to Mr. Coy about the sppropriation of

$1,500,000 on apeclal funds to indlude Hegro

workersa in ull counties in the south having

a population of 600 or more familles in the

Extenslon Bervice.

1 underatand from Mr. Coy that the
Budget Bureau 1s willine to entertain &
proponsal for this appropriation, but they
;robably will not grant a genercl extenslion
service increase.

I hope that thks suggestion cun gO
through becauee 1t seems to me more important
for the Negro population in the south than
for almont any other group to have guldance
in the present food crlels.

Very cordinlly youres,

The Becretary of Agrlculture
Washington, D.C. s
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Wrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House

Dear Wrs. HRoosevelt:

Thank you for your letter of April 16 with respect to the proposal
to appropriate §1,500,000 for additional Negro extension work in
the South.

As you perhaps know, the Extension Service is & part of the War
Food Administration and under tue direction offir. Caester C. Davis,
Administrator. I understand that Mr. Duvis is currently giving
consideration to an estimate submitted by the Extension Service
wiich includes funds for the additional Negro county agents and
Negro home demonstration agents wnlch President Patterson of Tuskegee
Institute discussed with Mr. Coy.

Sincerely yours,

el e ¥

Secretary
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November 4, 1944

Dasr Aubray:

I am glad you liked the President's speech
on Foreign Affairs. I thought it a very good
ong too, I hope you liked the Chicago one,

T quite understand your fuul.in.ng sbout
military training and I still want to talk
it over with you in the future,

Sincerely, . J

Mr. Aubrey Williams
3501 ®ast 45th Street i
Denver, fol,
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January 6, 1945 ﬂﬁ
—— i v

I huve your letter of January 4, and,
88 ycu know, the people ocnoerned are the ocnes
who dislike me for many of my beliefs, and T
might hurt this whole enterprise,

Do you think I should rilk the t7
In any case, I could not promise definitely
now,

Best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

b

Mr. Aubrey Williams
3501 E. 48
Denver, Col.

Bavie
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Mra. Franklin D, Rocsevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D, C. AR

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

One of the most leartening developments in the South
and in education that I have come upon is located at Lula,
Georgla. It is a consolidated school going up to and
including the highschool grades, They have organized
under the leadarship of Don West, the superintendent, a
cooperative owned partly by the echool and partly by the
community in which the young pecple and their elders in the
community Jointly do the work, manegement, and carry on its
operations. The academic work in the echool, insofar as it
ie germane, is integrated into the work structure of the
cooperative. This eame kind of a thing characterizes
other phases of the activitiez there,

They have asked me to take up with you the question
of whather or not you would be willing to glve the commence-
ment address at thie school in May. Frofeseor West assures
me that if you are willing to do thia, he can get Uovernor
Arnall to introduce you,

The school is located in North Georgia, which is
inhabited, as you know, by small farmers who are generally
out &t the elbow, It was in the county in which this
achool is located that I set up seven Farmers Unlon locals
last winter, and I hope to go back in there this epring,
at which time I hope to get & real Farmers Union nucleus
eatablished,

I don't kmow whether it would be possible for you to
do thie or not, but I feel that it would be a great contri-

bution, and one in which the whole county would join enthu-
glastically.

May I wish you a very Happy New Year.

Very li/}urulr youras,

D‘lrnut. ur of Or intion



Lnreh 19, 1943

Dasxr Aubrey:

,-\"‘If Ly Graip, whon I e sure yiu
know, hes veped ¢ long Picht o lieve @
Kegro speaker ot tre liomen's !ress Jlub
and aoho now hng the elrnes o0 nresornt one,
‘Me perscn ihe 15 saked muet Le of guality
end noderetion,

I would cpprocierte £ny cupes=
tiona vkioh I moy ress clens to hers ohot
do you think of suspocting /Pagl Hobeson,

 Clienning Tobies or Tlehird fplslt’

Sincorely,

1

| M, hubrey Williems | o/n
430 Munsey Building
Washington, 4, D. C,




ELISABETH MAY CRAIG
TI7 HORTH CARGLINA AVENUE SOUTHEAST
WASHINGTON 3, D. €.

March 12, 1945

Krs. Frenklin T. Roosevelt
The White House
Waghington, D. C.

Dear Mre. Roosevelt:

The time has arrived when I have been asked for suggest-
{ons for a negro speaker, or speakers, for the Press
Club.

The majority of the Guest Committee and the Board feel
that the declslion on having the program rests upon the
quality of the speaker, The Gueet Committee will have
a meeting on thls next Friday, March lé€th.

I think i1t would be best 1f we had a man epeaker, some-
one of the type you and I talked about; that 1s, not a
"professional®, but someone of prestige with some ability
to put over an earnest presentatlon of the negro view

of race relations., I think there should be a maln
gpeaker and possibly one or two cthers.

Do you know the man who wrote "Black Boy", which 1s a
Book-of-the Month? This might give & reason for having
a negro since he is a writer and we are a press club.

Will you Tet me have your suggestions and comments as
soon as 1s convenlent?

Hugo Black has received, I undecstand, the award of the A
SouthemRace Relations Council, and Isabel Griffin 1s '
going to ask him if he has any ldeas. 5 4

- it
I want this to be done well or not nt;gal. rhf

‘r_ﬂff tlunﬂtulg, 'ﬁl}’{"
Y ‘ia/m avAA
& May ﬂ-a




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026
	0027
	0028
	0029
	0030
	0031
	0032
	0033
	0034
	0035
	0036
	0037
	0038
	0039
	0040
	0041
	0042
	0043
	0044
	0045
	0046
	0047
	0048
	0049
	0050
	0051
	0052
	0053
	0054
	0055
	0056
	0057
	0058
	0059
	0060
	0061
	0062
	0063
	0064
	0065
	0066
	0067
	0068
	0069
	0070
	0071
	0072
	0073
	0074
	0075
	0076
	0077
	0078
	0079
	0080
	0081
	0082
	0083
	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101
	0102
	0103
	0104
	0105
	0106
	0107
	0108
	0109
	0110
	0111
	0112
	0113
	0114
	0115
	0116
	0117
	0118
	0119
	0120
	0121
	0122
	0123
	0124
	0125
	0126
	0127
	0128
	0129
	0130
	0131
	0132
	0133
	0134
	0135
	0136
	0137
	0138
	0139
	0140
	0141
	0142
	0143
	0144
	0145
	0146
	0147
	0148
	0149
	0150
	0151
	0152
	0153
	0154
	0155
	0156
	0157
	0158
	0159
	0160
	0161
	0162
	0163
	0164
	0165
	0166
	0167
	0168
	0169
	0170

