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THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 BINTEENTH STREET
WABHINGTOMN, B, €,

Dec, 8, 1833
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

: Your letter requeating matarial for your articla
for ths WOMAN'S HRME COUPANION reached me thisz morning,
and I hasten to reply that I am already at work gathering
together such facts snd vianpoints as I thiuk may be useful
to you. It would be very easy to send you o mass of muteri-
al with puragraphs noted here and theru, but I not going to
de that becsusa T know how hoavy are 'the demands from every
quarter on your time and strength.

It is & great opportunity you have gilven me to
serve our common couss--the welfere of the children of this
country--and I shall work enthusiamsticully to put into your
hands within the naxzt week the meteriul you requested.

You already know how glad I am to serve you perscn=-
ally.

Sinceraly yows,

Cherl Milltums, Field Secretary

Yra, Franklin DU, Roocsevalt

The White House
Washington, L.C.




April 10, 1936

My dear Mise Willimms;

I have telkead again with
my husband snd he meys that if Congress
does edjourn he will probebly be going
West. In that oeme, I will surely he
at the mesting. Oould you tell ma the
last possible date? If I poealbly osn
I will fly out but oannot meke A defi-
nite promiss at this time heomusa T 4o
not know what the situstion will be in
Julys

Yery sinoerely youras,

Misa Charl Williama
Nat'l Eduoation Ase'n.
1801 - 16th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C.

1)U

8: DD




April 16, 1935

My dear Miss Williams:
I will give you a definite

answer by May 16. I osnnot find out
before them just exeotly what the
plans will be for cerly July.

Very sincerely jyours,

Miss Cherl Williams
The'Net'l Educetion Ase'n.
1201 - 16th 8t.
Weshington, D. C.
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OF THE UNITED BTATES
1891 BIKTEENTH STRDET i
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The White House
Washington, D.0.
My dear Mrs. Roossvelt:

I wan delighted to have your letter and to learn that
you are atill trying to think cut a way to mttend our Denver
convention. It is my firm conviotion that your presenss in
that group will imspire and glve aocurage to our temchera who
have rendersd fine service during these paat five years sven
though the going has been a little diffioult. In order ts be
of assistance to you, we suggant three dates for your addrenas
%o us, 8ll of which are avaning sessions:

Thursday, July 4--first oholes, oloming session
of convention

Monday, July l----ssgond cholom, opening session
of sonvention

Tuesday, July E---third cholce

It would be very helpful if we aould know by May 16 that
you will go, for a substituts must be found 1f you osnnot, I
won't lat mysslf even think mbout that possibility, howsver, for
my beart im set wpon it, Our Progrem will go to press May E£5 and
the poasibility that the printing will be #oms in Denver compli-
ontes the situation considerably.

In my enthupiaem, I forgot all about talling you that the
Rational Edusation Associmtion will gladly provide emple fupds
to take oare of svery expense of this trip by train or plane,

I sometimes wonder if you have any idea what a drawing oard
you will be out ntuth-wrrhuﬂnr'mtnnhnmtof
gur aountry., 1 em snolosing my itinerary for April 18 te July 18.
From Mis=i to Beattle in thres months with strategio points in
batwesn will give me an extraordinary opportunity to resah many,
many people. I should 1ike to be able to tell them all along tha
"y that you will be in Denver,




Mra. Hoossvelti--page &

At the aless of your spasoh, with your appreval, Colorsdo
would like to arrengs a recaption for you to which the delegnten
and the proper state and losal offisials and oivio leadara
would be invited. Would this tax Four etrength too muoh? Every
person privileged to mttend would prige the memory of that ocoa-
sion,

In mddition to all thes other valid reasons for your goling
which I have aet befors you, I want to tell you--understanding
Ferson that you sre--thet 1t will mEANL more to me personally than
Fou oAn aver know, I em leaving Fashington April 18 and returning
Hay % and leaving again on May 15 for the rest of my trip. If
thers is any way in which 1 can sarve you, do not heaitats to call
Upon ma.

Failthfully yours,

Ao Cte.

Charl Williamn, Field Seoretary
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Miss Charl Williams, Field Secretary
Hetional Education Association

National convention

State convention

Local meeting

Regional convention

Hational donvention

State convention

Regional convention

1201 Sixtesnth Street N, W.

Washington, D. O.

Delta FKappa Gamma Society
Birmingham, Alabama

Alabena ﬂonﬁrﬂuu of FParents end
Teachers, Montgomery, Alabama

Business and Frofessional Women's
Club, Montgomery, Alabama

Business and professicnal women's
olubs, Miami, Florida

National Congresas of Parents and
Teachersa, Miami, Florida

Florida Federaticn of Business and
Frofessional Women's Clubs,
West Falm Beach, Florida

Business and professional women's
elubs, Bmithfield, North Oarolina

May B8-15-~0nes weak in Washington, D. C.

States convention

8tate convention

Conference with leaders
of thres national or-
ganizations

State convention

Btate convention

Hational convention

Fational convention

Iowa Federation of Business and
Frofeasional Women's Clubs,
Des Moines, Iowa

Minnesota Federation of Business
and Profeseional Women's Cluba,
Virginia, Mionesota

Chieago, Illinois

Texas Federation of Busineas and
Frofessional Women's Clubs,
Mineral Wells, Taxam

Colorade Federation of Business and

April 20

April sB-24

April 23

April E8

April Eé-May 4

May B

(Hot definitely
‘' mettled)

May 17-1%

May B4-E28

May 28

June B8-10

(Not definitely

Professional Women's Cluba sattled)
National Education Association, Tune E9~July B
Denver, Colorado
Hational Federation of Pusiness and July 14=20
Professional Women's Olubs,
Benttls, Washington
I




Ulay 18, 1935

Dear Misa Williams:

I Just hate to have to
write this to you, but my hushind
anya there 1a no chance that he will
go meat thila sumuer and he does not
feel that I should take the long trip
cut to Denver., It 1a a very exponsive
trip ond, though you hove offered to
fay oy expenaes, he dooa not feel thot
should wccept thea whon I am not doing

mtfuﬂ.nftofﬂcl.al. T!!r.sraf::lrei mech ns I

regret 1t, I sm ofrald thet I connot be
present. I renlize thet Lt would be &
great opportunity to meet s groat muny
teachers throughout the country snd for
oy omn pleasure snd profit I deeply regret
not belng uble to go. There se=1 to be,
however, o great number of things that I
should in this part of the country,

With oony regrets, I om

Very sincerely yours,

Mias Charl Willisms
Hational Education Assoelation
Washington




THE HATIOMAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXKTEENTH STREET
HI‘!’HIIII'I'DN. - Y -

May 16, X935

Mra. Franklin D. Hoosevelt
Tha White House
Washingten, D,0,

My dear Mres. Roomavelt:

A orll at the White House yesterday gave me the
Information that you are out of the city. I hed wented to
talk further with you about your spesking to our lenver con-
vention. The reports which come to me mre that the adjourn-
ment of Congress will probably fit in with your plans for a
Weastern trip.

I am sc deeply interested in your meeting with the
teachers of the nation that I cannot forbear saying one more
word about 1t. You thought you would be able to give us your
enswer by May 15, end I am still hoping for s favorable ane.
Although I leave tonight for state conventions in Iown and
Minnesota, my mail will be opened and your messsge will be
relayed by wire.

I had wanted to talk to you further to see if there
were any help of any kind that we could render you in the
preparetion of your speech. *here may be certein facts end
figures which our research dividion could easily supply you.
I shall return to Weshington on Moy 29 and shell be in the
ety until June 3 when I go to a Texas convention. Iuring
that time I should be glad to serve you in any possible way,
You ses that I em still holding the thought that you are to
be our guest.

Sincerely yours,

0 illiams, Field Secretary




July 11, 1938

My desr Miss Williomaj

Ehe. Roosevelt is deairous of obtaining the
following informaticn ss scon ea possible. If
¥you would be good enough to send 1t to me, 1
will mee that she rooeives it promptly.

l. Anythinpg you oan give her on the
sub jeot of teanloer's preparation in verious
states in the United Htntes.

2y Oomperntive selaerion

d¢ Opportunitien for further eduoat ion
after tesoling hae bogun,

4. Comparative ocost of publie sducation
as regards numbers of soholsrs end requiremonts
in varicus states.

B. Methods of texation for publie educa=-
tion.

B &n{ other informstion whioh you think
might be helpful. Mre. Roomevelt han been
aeked to lxlgn trno srticles on the training
and oost of publie educetion.

VYary sinoerely ¥ours,

Miss Charl 0. Willlems
Netional Fdusntion Asscoistion
1201 - l8th Btrest, H.W,
Washington, Ds C.
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Misa Charl Williamas

0lympic Hotel July 23, 1935
ieattle

Washington

Congratulations an being elected President of the
Profeasional and Pusiness Womens Cluba, All good
wishes for a successful torm,.

Eleanor Roosevelt




Octobar 28, 1930

My dear Mlea WL111anag
Mra, Maoasvolt aaks mo to rosurn
the mocompanying mpars and bo thank you

for your Hindnesa in sandinnm this informn-

tion to hor.

Very alneceraly yours,

“egratary to
“"ro, Poomawnlt

*

(_!_'!.nu Charl 0, "111ioma l]
Netional Fduention *saceist!on
1201 16th Strent, N. 7,
THaBAbeton, D. C.




PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRIICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICH

A\
| DL = Dy Latter
This s a full-rate
Telegram Cable- HM = Might Messaga
- HL = Night Letter

unlesa ita de-
character Is In- l ' I
\il.n;:t;nlddfm >

12018

SIONS

LCO = Deferred Cabla

HLT = Cable Might Lecter

WLT = Week-End Letter
Y 'a

HEWCOME CARLTOM, FEtamenT 4. 0. WILLEVER, FInET ¥ics:

The filing tims as shown |o the date llne cn full-rate telograma and day letters, and the time of receipt st destination s sbown on all messages, ls ETANDARD TIME,
Received at

‘wae

MRS FHAHKLIN D HDDSE?ELT

B, Sl il e o i el i

50 DL=H DENVER CGLU NOV 29 626?

' [ mivUTES 18 TRANSIT

FULL-AATE BAY LETTEN

WARMSPR INGS GA=,

JUST LEARNED OUR FHESIDENT MISS SAMUELSON YOUR GUEST TOMORROW
ClHHUT HEFH&IH FROM WIRING YOU MY GREAT D DEL!GHT AND S#TISFRCTIDH

: OVER THIS CUNFEHENCE GOODWILL AND UNDERSTAND ING HILL SURELYI

RESULT HER STEHLIHG HDHTH AND

WISHE

ﬁLﬁATS— ;
| CHARL. HILLIAHS. _
5&51’“:: |

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE

ND INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF RURAL LIFE
- AND EDUCATION GIUES USL@&DEHSH!P HUCH NEEDED AT THIS TIME, BEST
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Noveuber 16, 1935

My dear !Miss Williams:

Thank you so much for y-.ur
laetter. I Yave no objeetlion, of ccursge,
to your repriuting thn.npeauh.

I hope you will huve a most
successf 1 and enjoyable trip.

With all good wishes, I am

Very cordially yours,

Mips Charl Williams
1210 1l6th Street
Washington
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION o BUSINESS
and PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUBS, INC.
1819 BROADWAY + NEW YORK, N.Y.

Telepbones: COlumbus 5-3934 and 33535~

Mra, Franklin D, Roosevelt W
The White Housna

Washington, D.C,

OFFICE OF THE
FRESIDENT

Now. 12, 1935
1210--16%h 5t, N.W,
Washington, D.C,

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I read in the paper a few daye ago that you were to spesk to
the Town Hall in Februery on the topio, "Has Every Woman the
Right to Work?" I am writing now to tell you how interested
I shell be in all that you will have to say., That subjeot is
of paramount concern to countless thousands of women in thims
gountry, and 1% will strike & responsive cord in the heart of
sveryons of them. A{ a dinner at the Mayllower given by the
Weashington Business and Professional Women's Club, I called
the attention of those present to the apeech of yours end urged
them mll to plan to hear it. If it is permissible, I should be
ﬂ glad to have it reprinted in an early imsue of the Independent

At the Fational Broedcasting C“ompany lest week, I talked for
about an hour with an ardent admirer of yours, Miss Cuthbert,
who expressed profound gratitude for the excellent broadcasts
whioh you have made in her series.

1 em leeving in a few days for a fleld trip to the West Coast
and then to Homolulu, stopping mt a number of oities enroute.
You may count upon me to say everything that my present posi-
tion permite that will help in the days shead.

Vordially yours,

e, ioiabi. i

Charl Ormond Williama
b Freasident




January 10, 1936

Dear Miss Williamsg

Both the Prealdent nnd I were
delighted to have your messnge from
Honolulu, It wana more than kind of
you to wire,

With meny thanks and every good
wish to you, I am

Very cordially yours,

Miss Charl Williams
Care N.F.A.
Washington DC
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION of BUSINESS
and PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUBS, INC.
1819 BROADWAY - NEW YORK, N. Y.

Telepbonsy: OOumbey 33934 and 33933

OFFICE OF THE
FRESIDENT

180]1-=18th 5%, N.W,
Washington, M.o.
March 4, 1938

Mre. Franklin U, Roosavelt
The White Housa
Weshington, L.0,

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

1 am snclosing in this lstter the questions which I suggest for our broadeast
on Marsh 18, 6135 to 6:46 P. M., Esstern Stapdard Time, I trust that you will
Approve tham,

It in my hope end belisf thet you will =ention pomewhere in your snswers to
thees questions universal education as the vory foundation stons of demoe roay.
That will give me the opportunity to olaim you am & member of the terohing
professlon, and to tell you that the million temchers in thia gountry belisve
thut the federal government should disoherpe ite repponaibility in this field,
If you feel that you sould express an opinicn on this question, I regerd it as
an exoellent time to do so.

I want you %o know that Fresident Hoossvelt's speech at Te=ple University made
& very fine impression at our St. Louls convention at whioh 10,000 educators
ware reglstered -- the largest convention in the history of the Aseonistion.
lmmedintely following the President's broadoant, Miea Florsnoe Hals of Meline,
who has been on the alr cnae every week for four yonrs, axpressed the appre-
alation of the Natiooml Education Asecolmtion for the President's viaws on
education. Bhe is a pant president and direator of redio for the Amsooistion.
Mine Hale mlso sdite & magazine for grade tenchers with m sirsulation of
180,000, She travele nll over the sountry end speaks to large groups of
toeokers. I chould 1ike so much for her %o have the jrivilege of a mhort vid ¢
with you et the White Houss in the near future. I think 1% would halp & groat
deal.

I a= monding with this letter m marked copy of the March Journsl of the Notional
Education Asscoiation whish carries Miss Somuelson's letter to Presidsnt
Hoossvelt and his very fine reply. Both wers favorably received st 5%, Louis.
One entire evening was given over to & disoussion of federel aid to sdusmtion
before o vast audisnce. .




If you approve my esking you en additional question mbout federal aid,
1t will mean & correaponding shortening of your enswers to the othsr
quostions,

1 plan to send out 1500 cards anrouncing our broedosst to & cerefully
eslected 1lst of key people in edusation. hintion-wide publiefty about
it 1e alresdy appenring In the delly papers mnd is beling announced over
the redio. 1 should like am fer ap possible to have thie broadcant
kelp whars help is needsd,

The final manuscript of this broadcast should be in the hende of the
Hotlonel Bromdeasting Company nnd ot our Naw York office by March 14 at
the latest.

1 eppreciate your help so mich.

Cordially yours,

/é,&'f.wz Qm-ﬁ e ‘:}-'—ﬁ.'.'l.-._-..._

Charl Ormond Willisms, Proaident




WOMEN'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR EFFECTIVE DEMOCRACY

HELEASE MARCH 19th, 1936

Redio talk by Mre., Franklin D, Hoosevelt end Miss Charl Ormond
Williams, president, National Federstion of Business and Frofessional Women's
Cluba, Inc., from 6:36 to 6:45 p. m., Eastern Standard Time at the White
House, over the National Eroadoasting Compeny's System.

1 and # minute introduction by station announcer, calling sttention
to the fmot that this broadoast is the principal event of Hational Buasineas
Women's Week and that Mrs. Hoosevelt and Misa Williems will disouse the
thm: of the Federation's program for the year ending July, 1038 = "Women's
Responaibility for Effective Vemocracy.” Station announcer m 11 also deseribe
the room in the White House from which the broadcast is made,

Migs Williema: This day marks & milestone in the history of our
Federation. It is the first time, Mrs. Hoosevelt, that the president of ar
organization has had the high privilege of broadeasting from the White House =-
dear to the heart of every American -~ and of presenting to our 60,000 women
¥ou, our moet distinguished member. The nine million women who earn their
living in the United States are deeply interested in the fact tﬁnt you are
the first business and professional woman to be mistress of this historie
mansion. That you have been eble to kesp up your activities which you have
carried on for so many years $n addition to all your exacoting officiel dutie s
has won the sdmiration and respect of us all. TWe fesl that you m.nuudipglr
olose to women who earn their own living, thet you und;r.tnnd our problems
and have at heart our interests. Because of thn_ esteem in which we hold you,
your opinions are of great importance to us.

Today, the preservation of demoorstic forms of govermment is gripping

the attention of millions of people, not only 1::11-.::1: country but abroad,




Page B pli

Our entire membership will be interssted in knowlng what, in your Judgmant,
constitutes an effective demoorascy. Will you tell us?

Answer by Mre. Rocsevelt to consume two minutes -- thirty-four
lines of typling.

Miss Williems: Your definition of effective demooracy will coinoide
with that of all intelligent and patrictic men mnd women. It should be the
constant aim of every true American to eohieve and mmintain the democraecy you
have set forth. Now for my second question == what can women do to amsure a
demooracy of the kind that you describe?

Answer by Mrs. Roosevelt to consume two minutes -- thirty-four linss
of typing.

Miss Williems: The alternatives to effective demccracy, especimlly
for women, are so tregic that I feel very strongly thet women muet be ineressingly
alert to the benefits of & true democracy. We are concerned with what has happened
to women under European dictatorships wheore they have been debarped from
practieing in thelr professions end engeging in other ccoupations outeide of
their homes. We have noted the condition of women under communism and in the
Orient and we lmow that is is incumbent upon us to help make democracy work.

My interest in your career, Mre. Hoosevelt, dates back to 1918 when I firat

knew you, several years before your husband was Governor of the State of New
York. I have watohed your mctivities in connection with better housing

eondi tions, more adequate wages, more reaponable hours of work, and broader
educational programs. Because I know many women in this country, and men too --
high and low -- who do not seem at mll concerned about these presalng problems,

I wish you would tell us how you happened to become interested in them — because
they are, to my way of thinking, the resl underpinnings of a prectical and
workable demooracy.

Anawer by Mre. Boosevelt to consume two and one half minutes ——

forty-two linss of typing.



' Pege 3 |

Miss Williems: In the neme of thousands of ocur Federation members
who are listening in this evening, I want to thank you for your contritution
to our program for this year. I want, too, very muech, to wish for you &
gontinuance of that vigorous health and buoyant enthusiamm both of which yom
possess to so marked & degree that you mey for years to come strive for the

attainment of ‘those democratio ideals that are deeply imbedded in your

philosophy of life.




The guestion is "What in my experience constitutes an

effective Demccracyi"

sl |

An effective Democracy implies first ofVell, I think,
at lerst & minimum of universal education, By that I meen
that every cltizen in a Democracy musi have the tools in his
honds by which he can effectively graep the problems of
selt-government, and make up his own mind as to the programe
offered him by different polliticml groupe snd political
leaders.

Democracies can never be really effective unless the
people ae A whole take sufficient inte: est and reeponeibility
in government to actuslly keep the control in their own
hands, When they allow it to elip from their hands into
the hands of a few professionals, they cense to have &
Democracy and may become prey to anyﬂ;%; of the numerous
forma of dictatorship which crn be eeen in the world

to-dey.




The question is "What can women do to assure o Democracy

of the kind that you describe?"

Women can take a pereonal interest in education, They
can study circumstances of our present civilization and back
up such movementis &8 they are willing to back which tend
toward the general lmprovament in our strndarde ot living,
Thie does not mean purely in our material standerds of
living, for we are coming to realize that money alone does
not improve those standards. The minimum of economic
security ie necessary, but the conception that one can have
culture and recreational opvortunitiee that are not entirely
dependent on increase in income, is beginning to have a place
in our national thought, Women can take the iead in

assuming the responsibility for encouraging interest in

civic and governmental affaira.




The question is: "How did I heppen to become interested
in gquestions such as housing conditions, adeguate wages,

reasonable houre of work and broad educetional progpreme?"

I owe my first intereet to & very remarkeble woman
who wae the head of & echool I ettended for three years in
England, and who took me travelling with her and saw to 1t
that . I should see and understand wany things which without
guidance, would have remained meaninpglese to me. Mlle,
Marie Bouvestre was an old woran when I knew her, but her
pupile have done many things and I imeglne that she has
inspired much liberal thinking for she recuired that you
think out & problem for yourseli, though she wse quite
ready to make & suggestion which would lead you down new
pathways.

On my return from Europe, I found myselt very shortly
egsocinted with older people who were doing such thinge as
investigating lebor conditione in stores and factories in
New York Oity. I taught a clase in a Settlement House,
but all q;a'a interests are really a gradusl growth and
the moving force is the fact that soumewhere slong the line
you have learned to grasp every opportunity thet comes to
you for new experiences and new knowledge and above every-
thing claé, you realize thet no individuals and no

condictions muet remain foreign to you. Unly in this way

cen you become & really helpiul citlzen.




Federal Aid to Education,

It is my hope that ultimately when normal conditvions
are reetored and we are not obliged to concentrate primarily
on keeplng groups of our people from actusl want, and
economy will not be our main unjecﬁ, then we will be able
to have in our nationsl government a new department which
will include education, the arts, socinl weltare and health,

It 1s becoming increasingly evident, I believe, that
the Federal Government must acquaint the nation with the
condition of education throughout the netion, &nd perhaps
give certaln stotes some assistance in their educational
programs, I know thut thie thought creates onpoaition
because of the tear that it will mean controlled programs
of education and lees freedom for individusl educatore to
experiment and carry out independent theories which have
brought us progress along educational lines in the past.

It seems to me that this can be avoided if the people ere

sufficiently aroused to the preservation of their own

jndependent righte, in education as in all other matters,




larch 21, 1936

|
/

Denr Miss Williomsa:

It wis pore than kin! of
you to write, ~nd I om glad you feal
the broadenat was helpfnl.

Thank yon so much for the
woterial, whieh I am very glad to
hava,

filth all good wishes, I &m
Corddally yours, -

Miss Charl 0, Williams
NEA
Washington
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