MNATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
- e 1201 BIXTEENTH STREET. M. W.. WASHINGTON, D. C.

6}}\‘#\ March 20, 1936

c\

: I cannot leave Washington tonight without telling you once
more how desply grateful I em for your perticipation im the
broadeast on Wednesdey evening, Our ataff hers at head-
quarters were very much impressed with i1t,and the press was
also. I have besn receiving congratulations all day from
people who heard it. The following telegram from Miss Helen
Collins, our Gtate Director in Comnecticut, who happens to
be a Catholic, meemed to me to be very fine:

My dear Mrs, Roosavels:

"Roosevelt Redio interview perfect.
Education tie-up masterpilece. Congra-
tulations.”

This will be the normel resction of teachers who heard 1t.
Remembering that you ars to make m cormencement addreses, I mm
teaking the liberty of sending you a paokege of material which
may point the way to your thinking at that time, If I can
help you further, please do not hesitate to call upon me.

Gratefully yours,

Charl Ormond Williams,
Fiesld Beoretary

Mrs, Franklin D, Boosevelt
The White House
'!lhiuhn. D.Q,




v/

April 11, 1936

My dear Miss Williamsy

Tleverce I will be very Slnd to have
«Hisg Ilale spend the night o May 5th .—
with 7i§," M1l you let her kiiow, or will
you send me her address so that I can

invite her direct?

Very sincerely Yours,

Miss Charl o. I'rill_.tsms\
NEA
Washington




" '+ NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W,, WASHINGTON. D. €.

April 4, 1938
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Mre. Franklin P. Roosevelt " " }L
The White House _ { v n’p
'llhlngtm. niu- I:I'HL ( -~ :
AN

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I eaw Miss Florenos Hale in New York last week-end, and we
talked over her wisit to the White House. I do not nesd to
tell you that she is thrilled over the prospect of spending
2 night in that historic mansion.
In acoordance with the dates you gave me, May 1 to B8, we il
pettled on May 5 or & ms the time for her vieit. She will
oome to Washington on Mey 4 from a speaking tour in Michigan,
I em leaving on May 6 or 7 to be gone three monthe; so I
should especimlly eppreciste it if she could be invited on

§, for 1 want to talk to her the next day. When you have
extended the invitation, I wonder if you would be good emough
to let me know.

I hope to mee Miss Hele in NHew York next week at which time
wa shall telk again of this unusual opportunity which is in
store for her. I want her to have an article in her magazine
about the White House, and if she could have some interior
views of 1%, it would edd much to the intereet of the 150,000
teachars who are her subsoribers.

Attached are a few fects that will tell you scmething of
Mips Hale and her work. |

* Faithfully yours, . |

.—-@ S ikt AL«-‘-

Cherl Ormond Williems
Field Beoretary




Misa Florence Hola, formsrly of duguata, Uning

Began carser ma rirnl school tonchar in Maine.

Fas head of toacher=training sahool in Fresqua Isle in
Karthern Maina,

Later woe state mahool supervisor, travelling hundrads
of miles in pll kinds of wemthar for years.

Kow receiven paneion from her state of #1500 & year
for life.

Frasident of Maticnal Education Assoalation, 1931-28,

Fae the firat to tall neads of sohools te publie by
radio,

Hes been on the air once eesch weak during school yaarp
for 4 yeara.

Edite magazine, "The Orade Temcher,” in Kew York == has
looresned subssription fro= 40,000 to 150,000
in about 4 yoears,

i




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UMNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.. WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 14, 1938

A "

Mrs. Franklin D, Roossvelt
The White House
'llhlﬂa“n. D.c,

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I want Miss Hale to have the thrill of receiving a letter dirsct
from you, inviting her to spend the night et the White Houme. I
think 1t would be helpful if you suggested the time of her arriv-
al. It was outrageously stupid of me to omit her address in the
first letter. Remembering that I had done so, I sent it to you
on April 10. Here 1t is agein:

Miss Florence Hale
Prince George Hotel
New York, H.T.

1 em downright exoited over this event. You have in the last week
or so mentioned in your column the wisit of two educators to the
White House. Fine! It would do no harm to mention Miss Hale's
vielt in the seme way, for she is known to the entire teaching
profession.

I em at & loss to understand how in the past few days you have
found time to read my letter, much less mnewer it.

Failthfully yours,

AR R st B S

Charl Ormond Williamas
Field Secretary




May 12, 1938
)
)

My dsar Miss Willinma;
Thank you en much for sendine the
plank which you drafted to be ineluded in
I hava piven 1t

the Domceratie platform,
to the Fresident.
Very alneernly youra,

Mies Charl Ormond Williamas
1201 - 18th 8t., MH.W,
Washington, D. C.

oD




May 12, 1938

My dear Mlss Williamag

Mra. RAocasvelt rend your article
and asked me to tell ¥ou she thought 1t
¥ery good. She asked ma to thank you for
your letter,

Very sinceraly yours,

Malvina T. Scheider
degretnry to
Mra. HRooaavelt

Miss Charl p. Williams
National Fducation Assoniation
1201 Bixteenth Btreat N.W,
Washington

D.C,




' . NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES d
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N, W.. WASHINGTON, D. C. r !k
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' ]
Mra, Franklin D, Roosevelt {\]
The Fhite House
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mrs, Rooeevelt:

I spent most of this morning with Miss Hale who was bubbling over
with enthusiasm about the lovely vwisit she had at the White House.
She values this experience as a great privilege, and is desply
grateful to all who made it possible. She was most enthusiastic
about you and thinks you are a truly wonderful teacher., OShe eand I
planned this morning a number of things that she will do in the
next few months that will ‘help to establish friendly relastione be-
treen the White House and those engaged in educational work through-
out the oountry.

Although Miss Hale is normally a Republican, from the first she has
bean in sympathy with the main objectives of President Roosevelt
with whom she was greatly impressed. I do so appreciate your invi-
tation to Mies Hale and the gracious hospitality you extended,

I em encloeing in this letter a copy of the articls which I wrote at
the request of Miss Dewson for the souvenir bock to be dimtributed

at the Demoeratio Convention in Philmdelphim. It was mn exceedingly
diffioult article to write because of my connection with three large
non-partisan organizations on whose national boards I have been for
years., It is just snother exemple of plonesring which I have done mll
my life, Because of the difficulties involved, I had to write a bit
of personal history into it. It was a labor of love, and I hope it
may help moms.

1 am leaving tonight to be gone at least three, and perhaps four,
months -~ first to New York, and then to Chicego, Milwaukes, and on
to the Paoific Coast. TYou do not need to be told that wherever I go,
1 shall eay and do the thing that I think will help.

Faithfully yours,

Charl Ormond Williams
Tield Seoretary




WOMEN IN FROFESSIONS
—= 1 _THOFESSTORG
Charl Ormond Willisms =e- Educator and First Woman ViesChairman of the Demoeratie

Kational Committes

If a consue could ba taken of all the women employed in important
Eovermmant positions from the days of Qeorgs Waahington down to March 4, g3z,
the total would mot be mo Ereat as the number of outatanding women appointsd to
offies in the four ¥Yeer tearm of Franklin D. Roossvelt, It im small wonder than
that the polls of Publie opinion have shown Presidant Rocssvelt to ba tha firat
choles of the mafority of women im this country,

Women in the professions have beesn glven a ma jor Opportunity during the
present Administration, in unprecadented number of womsn lawysra ars rilling kay
peaitione in New Deal agenciens, dnmnatrating that government mervica waloomen
¥omen trained in legal work, Women aviators have received thaeir firat opportunity
¥ mork under govermmental auepicess In the sarsful ressarch praceding the drafting
ef the Sooiml Security dot, women egoncmimta played an importsnt rols. For the first
time in our history there im a Foman member of the Cabinet, a woman sented on the
federal bensh, and a wosman Berving am minister in a feorelgn country,

Ho other President has aEalgned mo many mambars of the teaching rofemsion
to strategie publie Porta as has President Reoonevelt, & procedurs whioh ham been
ridieulsd but, in resent mothe, emulated by the oppoaition in the appointment of
& "brais trust® of {ts own,

The recognition the Democratie Farty acoordas women was evidenced in & largs
and notabls gnthering of Demoaratis women in Warhdngton during the spring of 1938
&t which more than Tifty leading professional women now holding publie office wers
singled out for speaial tribute,

Work for the needy and unfortunate has always olaimed the interest of

Woman. In the program headed by Mra, Rllen g, Foodward, Director of the Nomen's
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Livision of the Works Progress Administration, thousands of women custed from
their security by the depression, have received a chance not only to earm a living
for themsélves and their families in suitable cccupations but to improve their
skills am well. In the educational projects sponsored by the Administration,
women teachers whose training heme been acquired at great sxpense and sacrifice
.huu been taken from relief rolls and aseigned to work commensurate with their
ekill, Under the heading of clerical surveys, projects have been launched whieh
have econtributed to the education of women and tiare by enhanced their chances for
private employment. Unemployed nurses have mlso been rehabilitated through oppor-
tunities given them to practice their profession in contact with physielans and
hoapitals,
The music, art, drama and writing projecte have not only fostered mctivities™
of a permanent cultural and historic value but have trained women and broadsned
their background instead of permitting them to stagnate on relisf. In assigning
women to these special projects, the Works Frogress Administretion has taken care
to provide work suitable to individual sptitudes so that when opportunity arose the
ococupants of these emergency jobs might be prepared to take their rightful places
in the business world.
It has been gratifying to me as & teacher to note that along with the
glgantie task of making solvent the banks of the nation; of saving the homes and
farms of the peopls; of bolastering the railroads, insurance companies, and other basie
enterprises, the needs of education have almo commanded the attenticn of the Fresident,
According to a recent report covering the period of 1933 to January 1, 1938,
submitted by the United States Uommissioner of Edueation, Dr. John W, Studebaker,
80,000 school buildings, or one in every five, have been repaired or improved by
federal aid; 3,123 educational buildings have been built outright or have had new
additions; 509,232 high mchool, college, and graduate students have besn helped to

continue their studies; 500,000 (estimated) illiterate adults have besn taught to
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read and write as a result of the adult sducational program; #0,000 (estimated)
needy children under school age have heen cared for in nursary schools, and ruﬁl
schools in 33 states have been 'ombhdlto keep going by grants from Federal
Emargency Relisf Administration funds.

If I had not besn born a Democrat I am certain that the record of my
party in regard to women amlone would have converted me, So much history has been
made during the last twenty years that ma jor events have sometimes slipped by with
only casual notice, This history, "all of which I saw and part of which I was,"
is filled with stirring stories of women's firat entrance into the national politieal
arena, Let us review same of the facts briefly.

In 1918, when all the parties declared for equal suffrage, only twelve
westarn atates had accorded women the right to vote. In this campaign, the Democratic
National Committes set up a small women's division in the western headquarters under
the leadership of Mre. George Bass, Thims division made history. Democratic Party
leaders were resigned to defeat on election night in 1916, but not Elizabeth Basa,
"Wait until you get the returns from the wamen's votes in the West," she said,

Her faith was justified. Woodrow Wilson was retained in the White House,

As & result of this election, a women's divimion was opened in the national
headquarters of the Party with Mrs, George Bass in charge,

At the close of tha World War she proposed to the Democratic National
Cormmittee that an influential woman be appointed in smch state to serve as an
assogiate member and her proposal was accepted. This was the first important poli-
tical post given to wamen by any party. In accordance with the proposal, in May 1§19
Congressman Cordell, now Becretary of State, who was at that time serving as
Demoeratic National Cammitteeman, appointed the writer as the associate national

comnitteewoman for Tennessee.

At the National Demceratic convention in San Francisco in 1920, all associate
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eommitteewoman were made full members of the Demoeratiec National Committes which
again established a new party procedura,

Within a few weeks after thie convention adjourned, the Committee convensed
at Columbus, Ohio, to argnniﬁ for the onocoming political campaign. At that time
a vics-chairmanship for women was oreated and I was slected to the post, - a
poaition which hams since been filled with honor and credit by Emily Newall Blair
and Nellies Tayloe Roas.

About this time the ratification of the woman's suffrage amendmsnt to the
United States Constituticn becams a burning imsus, Only one state was nesded to
writs this amendment into the Federal Constitution in time for the November
alsotion. All eyes were turned to Tennesses as the state most likely to sueccesd
in this venture. At the request of the National Convention, Governor A. H. Robarts
called a spacial session of the legielature to conmider ratification. As & Vice-
Chairman of the Democratic National Committes, I was summoned to Nashville by the
Governor to take part i{in this {mportant campaign. Tennesses by & bare majority
ratified the amendment and as a result millions of women throughout the nation wera
parmitted to wvote for the firet time in a naticonal election.

In 1921 I was chossn president of the Natlonal Fducation Association, mnd
in 1922 ite fisld mecretary, to develop lay support for the program of the Association
with special emphasis on federal legislation in behalf of achools, During this time
I retained my political post. 1 cite theames facts only bacause they demonstrate the
attitude of the National Education Associmtion toward the "kind of academie freedom
whieh permites the teacher complete liberty of political conduct and thought to which
he is entitled as an American citizen.” I

In 1920 the National Bducation Associmtion commimssioned me to work for
an education plank im the Democra t.dn platform at the Ban Franciseo convention. With

the help of interssted peopls the first declaration by any political party of the

need for federal aid to education was written into a plank and adopted. This plank
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stated:

"Cooperative federal mmmistance to the states ie immedlately

raquired for the removal of illiteracy, for the increass of

teachers' salaries and inatruction in citizenahip of both

native and forelgnborn; increased appropriation for vocaticnal

training in home sconomies; re-sstablishment of both federal

and state employment service with women's departments under

the direetion of technically qualified women."

In 1924 at the New York convention I represented the National Bducation

Assoclation on & similar mission. At this time the following plank was written

into the platform:

"We believe with Thomas Jeffermson and other founders of the
Republie that ignorance is the enemy of fresdom and that
each satata, baing responeibls for the intellesctuml and moral
qualificetions of ite citizensa end for the esxpenditurs of the
moneys colleseted by taxation for the support of its mchools,

shall use {ts soversign right in all matters pertaining to

education. The federal government should offer to the atates

such counsel, advice and aid as may be made avallable through

tha federal agenoies for the general improvement of our schools

in view of our national neads.™

In 1928 I organized a committes which worked for m plank on education in
tha party platform at the Houston convention. Franklin D. Roomevelt was exceedingly
helpful to this committes with the result that the 1924 plank waes reaffirmed in
the 19EE8 platform.

Tha efforts on behalf of education by the Democratic Farty heréin set forth
ars in keeping with the spirit and philosophy of Thomaes Jafferson, who was an ardent
exponent of universal education.

Education has always had an essential spiritual wvalue. Today it has also
an essential economie value. 1t is & basiec enterprise. BSchools give employment to
more than a million persons and training and education to practically thirty million
more. In the number of employesas on its payroll, the nation's school system is
axcasded by only four industries: agriculture, construction, rallroads and textiles.
Schools not only employ the enargies of every fourth person in the United States but

they repressnt a capital investment of approximately six billion dollars. This

investment is exeeeded by only five industries: agriculture, railroads, oil,




=B=

w # -

alectricity, and lumber.

Becausa of the fundamental importance of education to the nation, educators
and laymen have for years maintained that the federal government hams a stake in
the education ot its children. Thay have held that while the contrel and adminis-
tration of education should remain with the atates, 1t ia the obligation of the
federal government to furnlsh leadership and financiasl assistance to the states in
order that they might do their part more sffectively. For years they have contended
that the smcattered agencies sngaged in education in the federal government should
be coordinated and so far as possible brought together under one responaible head,
Freaident Roosevelt made a significant step in this direction when on June 10, 1933
by exsoutive order he transferred the runctions of the Federal Hoard for Vocational
Education to the Office of Fducation in the Department or the lnterior.

Any statemant on the progress of women in the professions during the last
four years 1s incompletea which does not take into account the great contribution of
the wife of our Freasident, Hrn; Roosavelt. Through the wide waristy of her interssts
she has inspired many rorward-leooking young people to train for publie service ams
a caresr. No one can moasure the influence for good she has exerclised. Like Terence
she says "Nothing that concerns mankind is without interest to me." She has met and
talked with all morts and conditions of people and made them welcome in the White
Houses. ‘their troubles and perplexities have never been strangers to her., She has
given gensrcusly and graciously of her means, her time, and her sympathy. Never
attempting flights of eloquence, ber wordes have atruck home, Nothing she saye neede
to be explained. Mre, Roorevelt has done more for the woman who works than any
other Fresident's wife in the history of our country. The teachers of the nation are
proud to olaim har as a member of their profession.

Because of the practical idealism of Fresident and Mrs, Roosevelt, and the
enthusiaem and courage with which they have approached their tasks, it is my earnest
hope that thldg yaera of unprecedented labor for the American people may be rewarded

by an overwhelming vote of confidence and support.




May 1B, 1038
I

My dear Miss Willisme:
Thank you so mich far the sopy
I am vory glad

Bl B o e
to hava this, and am also dsaply appre-

ointive of what you eay In your letlar.
Tory simoreroly yours,

Mips Charl Ormond Williama
-1200 = 1#8th Bt., H.W,"
Wash lngton, D. C.
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION of BUSINESS
and PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUBS, INC.
1819 BROADWAY + NEW YORK, N. Y.

Telephoner: COlambus 5-3934 and 5-3515

1201--16th 5%, N.W,
Washington, U,C,
May 11,1928

My dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

With thie note I am sending you = copy of
the May iesue of the "Independent Woman,"
which carries in full our brosdemst on
March 18,

Having something of a sense of historie
valuss, I saw to it that this brosdcast
was preservéd in the records of the Federa-
tion. In my judgment, you mdded a chapter
to the history of American education for
vhich I am deeply grateful.

Bincersly yours,

Charl Ormond Williems, President

Mra. Franklin D. Roosavelt
The White House
'Ilhi.uiﬂh. D.c.



June B, 1938

My dear Miss Williams:

Mrn, Roosevnlt wea very glad to
sea the pjank mhich will be pressnted by
ghe Hatldhal Federetion of Business and
Frofesalonal Women's Clube, She asks me
to thank you for your thought in sending
it to her,

Very alncerely yours,

Mulvina T. Schelder
Hagratary to
Mrs. Roossvelt.

Mimss Charl Ormopd Willlams
1201 - isth Bt., H.W,
Washington, D. C. Q&
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Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Roocsevelt:

The enclosed leaflet glves you the plenk which will
be presented by the Nationsl Federation of Pusiness
end Professional Women's Clubs to both political
party conventliona, asking for the repesl of Section
215 of the National Feonomy Act end our remsons for
urging its inelusion in the party platforms.

We have given this matter a great desl of thought
end I am hopeful that we shall eccomplish at least
an importent plece of national education through this
presentation.

Cordinlly,

Elao

Charl Ormond Williems
Fresldent

s et ot s ﬁ-rf;.:ﬂf.__‘_- \

«
HEABQUARTERNS BTAFF

FUELIEITT BIBRGTON EEITEN, " IHOEFEROONT WoEaN

FRAWCEN CUMMIMGE HARIAN |, FPARKHURNET FAULINE B. MANDIGO WINIFAEE WikLBOoM
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DEFINING THE STATUS OF BUSINESS
AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN

Recommended for the 1936 Platform

“Believing that aptitude, training and efficiency
for the job are the only real measuring rods 1o
use to determine the employability of indi-
viduals, we favor the repeal of Section 213 of
the National Economy Act which in discrimi-
natory in ita application, We refognize that
women is an effective economie unit in American
life and we deplore any policy which prevents
her full contribution to society.”

Submitted by

Tre Namonar FEpEraTion oF Busingss anD
Proressionar Women's Crues, Inc.

Headquarters: 1819 Broadway, New York, N. Y.




THE PROPONENTS OF THIS PLANK

I HE National Federation of Business and Professional
Women's Clubs, Inc., is an organization of 60,000 business and professional
women united in 1,500 clubs, representing 400 occupations. It was founded
July, 1919.
The Federation is steadfastly furthering the recognition of women in pro-
fessions and business.
In 1933 it went on record as insisting that “aptitude, training, and efficiency
should be the rods by which business and professional women be measured.”
In 1934 the Federation stated that “because there is no economic security
for any class or group unless there is economic security for all, we demand
for women employment, appointment, salaries and promotion on equal terms
with men.”
In 1935 the Federation resolved “to attack the tendencies to hamper free
economic activity of women in the United States and its inland dependencies.”
In 1936 the Federation is endeavoring to see that the Nation's business sets
an example to private business in recognizing the employability of women.

FIVE MILLION WOMEN INTERESTED

[ HIS plank is of importance to over 5,000,000 women,
distributed as follows:
Clerical .. PR A DO C OIS 1

Professional Eenrm: 1,526,234
Public Service ........ 17,583
Trade ... a 2 262,680
Tunlportahon and COMMUNICAtON ..o - 209,777
Farm Owners, Tenants and Mnnaﬁ e SOSJOUS
Owners, Mmlgerl and Uﬁicull. mufactunng

Plants ........ 16,133
Hairdressers, Manicurists - IR
Hotel and Restaurant Keep:n ‘and Managers ...... 57,318
Cleaning, Dyeing :nd L:lundrgr, Own:n, Man-

agers and Offcials ..o 4,357

oy MR R 5,217,714




SECTION 213 OF THE NATIONAL
ECONOMY ACT OF 1932

Personnel Reductions—Married Persons

(11

IN any reduction of personnel in any branch or service
of the United States Government or the District of Columbia, married per-
sons (living with husband or wife) employed in the class to be reduced, shall
be dismissed before any other persons employed in such class are dismissed, if
such hugband or wife is also in the service of the United States or the Dis-
trict of Columbia. In the appointment of persons to the classified civil serv-
ice, preference shall be given to persons other than married persons living
with husband or wife, such husband or wife being in the service of the United
States or the District of Columbia.”

REASONS FOR REPEAL

; ‘ HEN the Congress of the United States passed the
National Economy Act of 1932, it was intended as an expediency to spread
jobs,
The Attorney General subsequently decided that this temporary legislation
was in reality permanent.

The effect of the law has been to penalize married women and to establish
a dangerous governmental precedent which sets an example of unfairness to
private business,
Moreover, it has helped to break ddwn the morale of public service—

By deliruying the sense of security.

By disregarding the merit system.

By disregarding the tenure of office,

By wiping out the benefits of the retirement and pension plans.

By violating the principle of sound personnel administration.




ORGANIZATIONS ADVOCATING
THE REPEAL OF SECTION 213
NATIONAL ECONOMY ACT OF 1932

American Association of Social Waorkers, Washington Chapter
American Association of University Women
American Federation of Government Employees
American Federation of Teachers
Government Workers' Committee
Medical Women's National Association
Mational Association of Women Lawyers
National Education Association

The National Federation of Business and Professional
Women's Clubs, Inc.

National League of Women Voters
National Woman's Party
National Women's Trade Union League of America

Women's Homeopathic Medical Fraternity
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET., N. W.. WASHINGTON, D. C,

July 22, 1938

Mre. Franklin D. Roosavelt

Campobello
Eastport, Maine

My dear Mre. Roosevelt:

The Board meeting of the National Federation of Business and
Profassional Women's Cluba has just adjourned and the members are
making their way back to their homes. I am left free for just a
tew days before I complete the last lap of a four-month field trip.
While etill in Chicego, I mm dictating this letter whieh my secretery
will transeribe whem she returns to our Washington offioe.

The main purpose of this lestter is to send you two documents.
One is the 1938 annual report of the Executive Secretary of the
Rational EBducation Assooiation whieh was placed in the hands of each
or the 10,000 delegates at our recent convention in Portland, Oregon.
I mhould be plemsed if you would glance over the wholes report, but
I am particularly anxious for you to note on page seven how I treated
the broadcast you and 1 had at tha Whits Houss on Mareh 18, TYou
would be interested in knowing how that broadcast was received by
members of the two organizations with which | am mo clossly connected-=
the reaction wae splendid and comments on our remarks are still coming
10 me.

The other documemt is the June bulletin of the Department of
Elementary School Principals of the Naticnal Education Association.
This book goss to 4100 principals of slemesntary schools=-the entire
membarship of the Department. 1 want to call your attention to the
back cover of thism bulletin which is devoted entirely to a brief story
of our broadoast,

I hope that you are mble to Tind relief from the terrifie heat
which has descended on Chicago and this mrea and which has moved on
Eastward,

Sinesrely yours,

A Akt DBl 2l %

Charl Ormond Willisms
Tield Becretary




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON, D. C,

Fab.
15th
1937

My dear Mras. Hoosevelt:

Although I feel reasonably sure timt the enclosed in-
formation from the Gennett Newspepers hns come to your
attention, I em sending it along anyway.

Dr. Charles Leard has just completed for the letional

Education Assoccintion a very readable and his torieally

accurate statement entitled "The Unique Function of

Tducetion in Americen Democrecy,” & copy of which I am

sending to you. You might find it helpful in same of

your speeches. |

I appreciated the epportunity for an interview whieh |
you gronted me. Unfortunately, I mst not have made 1t

elear to lirs. Sumerville that T mna leaving town early

Friday morning, I have Juet returned frem thet brief

trip to Scranton and rust leave again tonight for Hew

Orleans. When I return I shall try to get in touch with

¥ou again.

Cordially yours,

Charl Ommond Williems
Field Secretary

Mres, Franklin U, Roosevelt
The White House A
Washington, U.c,




June 16, 1937

Dery Miss Williams:

I am =0 sorry that, becanse I
hnwe ‘refused all other eomaittees that
hnve as<ed me, I can'ot mccept your
invitaticn 4o be a member of your steer-
ing committes. It was kind of you to
ask me and 1t 1a with ruch regret th=t I
must refuse,

Very s incerely yours,

Miss Charl 0. Williams

E;lt.;uml Federation of Business and Prof. Tomen's Cluba
NIC -
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The 1957 BIENNIAL CONVENTION A TLANTIC CITY, N.J. JULY 16-25
The NATIONAL FEDERATION of BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUBS inc

1319 DROADWAY
NEW YORR,N. ¥

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Previdemt

CHARL ORMOND WILLIAMS
Firat Vice-Previdemt
EARLEME WHITE

Sevond Vice-Prevldent

ROSA E CUNHINGHAM
Third Vlce-Pretldens

AMY LEWELLEN

Recording Secretary

YERMA DsARMOND
Coarresponding Secrviary
MARJORIE SHULER

T resinier
E. PEARL WARWICK

CONYENTION OFFICIALS

Prevident

CHARL CRMOMND WILLLAMS
1381 —1ith 51, M, W,
‘Wathlngles, D. €,

Mirecinr of Srate Arvamgomenis

MYRA A BLAKESLEE

170 South Cllinfen Ave.

Eant Orange, M, J.

Auvtiitant Divector of Srate
Avrangemenis

CLARA . ADAMS

Cenventlon Bursan

Allanile Cliy, M, 4,

Chalrevaw of the Reception
wwel Hoatres Comn "

JESSIE L. WINKWORTH

1 Mlnth Avs,

Haddes Halght, M, J,

Chalrman of Hontlng
FLOREMCE MeCANN
18 Cantral Flar
Allastle Chy, M. J,
Treeainrer

E PEARL WARWICK
R Bldg.
Champalgn, 111,
Chairmen af Flwanee
GENEYIEYE FORTAERD
170 Sewih La Salls b,
Chicaga, 11l

Fawentive Searetary
LEUISE FRAHKLIN BACHE

Juna 12, 1937, {f."-
& (
A ol
I‘ra, Frentlin D, Roosevelt o ’JJ‘ 4 I{
The Thite House uﬂ" /v
Washington, D, C, A 6:. vl p
My desr Mrs, Roosevelt: \ﬂ"‘*‘” i NI

In 1939 ma are nleming n celebration of one hundred '_Hﬁ
years of woman's progsress in business pnd the . !
profesaions, 1939 geema a fitting yonr, becruse it ! ir'
will glve nus outlets in two large feRlrs -= one in ,
Hew York nond one in Srn Fronciesco, It 48 nlao the

tima at which our orgrnization will hold ite large

blennial convention,

fia nre now aetting up A steerlns cormltten for thim
avent And hope very much that you w11l be the honorrry
chairmen of thie committes, As vlce-chrlrmen, we nre
ngicdng: lre, Cnrrie Chopmon Catt, Mra, Mary Wonlley,
‘Yre, Ruth Finley, "rs. Ruth Comfort “itchell Young,
"ias Frances Perkina and Miss Vargnret Cuthbert,

The purvoee of thie celebration las to bring to the

fore the tremendous progress women heve mede in buelnees
and the professions end to thie end we shrll ank
educationnl inatitutions end leadinz orgnnirations of
tusiness and professionnl women to cooperate with ue,

Te want to do a thoughtful, annlyticnrl plecea of work
which will oven new doors of opportunmlty and understanding
for business nnd profeselonal romen, Te hope thnt you
mAy see your way cleer to accept thir chalrmanship,

Sincerely yours,

"i&.,.,a TR «ju'.aﬂmh

Charl Ormand Willinma
Fresident




‘l’

August 9, 1937

My dear Miss Williams;

Thank you so much for your
letter. I was interssted to rand about

the eonvention and appreciate your writing
me as you did,

Very aincerely yours,

Miss Charl Ormmond Willioms
1819 Broadway
NEC




ke
fgﬁ,’,'; 37

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION of BUSINESS
and PROFESSIONAL WOMEN'S CLUBS, INC,
1819 BROADWAY « NEW YORK, N. Y.

Telephones: COlumbus 5-3934 and 3-393%

OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDENT

Aug, T /
\
1937 / =

X

- L .

Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt i \ £ l\’f J
Hyds Park la
New York

My dear Mra, Ruuuﬂltlz

I appreciate more than I can tell you your prompt response to
my request for a message,

The repsal of Section 213 which came on the final day of our
ogonvention was the occasion of & celebration that I em sure
amised and bewildered the vemcationists at Atlantic City. Your
message was read at the banquet and was & fitting climax to the
aotivitiea of the week.

The hasty and ill-advised endorsement of the Equal Rights Amend-
ment was the one thing about the convention that I regret. If
the matter had come up in regular order as we had rrovided in
our new legislative poliey and had been studied by locel elubs
and state federantions and debated on the floor of the convention,
then I should feel differently about 1t. The metion was preci-
pitated thirty minutes after the hour set for final adjournment,
end you know vhat that means. The emall minority in favor of
the Amendment had been working vigorously for months and through-
out the convention week while the rest of the delegates were

unprepared,
I hope thnt_m are enjoying & well-carned vacation.
ﬂorllinlly Fyoura,

B 1 RORNay 7. A

Charl Ormond Williams



February 12, 1938

My dear Hiss Williams;

Mra. Roossvelt maks ms to thank
¥ou for sending her conles of the corres-

pomidence with Mra, Nathan W, Melrew, of
Holton, Kanmes, eoncerning tha article
®hich you wrote for the Woodrow ¥ilemen
Luncheon Club, Mrs, Roossvelt wan Interastad
to ses thess latters,

Vary sincersly yours,

Malvina T.8cheider
Esoretary ta
Mra, Roocmevelt

Miss Charl 0, Willians
Hational Fducation Amsgaiation
1201 Bixtesnth Btrest i
Washington,D.0,
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b NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
: 1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N, W,, WASHINGTON, D, C,

Fehb.
Bth
lazg

Uear ¥ra. Roosavelt:

Since I spoke to you about the luncheon for n thousand
persens in Topeka, Kansas, on February 22 and let you
read the little article I wrote about you, I thought
you mirht be intercsted in the letter from the Hansas
woman whe requested me to write this article,

I have never met her nor any of the other officers in
so far as I can remember.

1 Sincerely yours,

Ol Qo e |

Char] Crmond Williams
Field Secretary

¥rs. Franklin D. Koosevelt
The Vhite House

ﬁlﬂhingt-m, ch-




Mre, J. B. Riddle, Wichita Mrs, Ray D, Hodgell, Topeka Mre. C. L. Gents, Melvern

Firet Vice Fresident Seoretary Becond Vice Fresident
Mrs. Georgle Osborne, Eesnsas Clty Mra. C. C., Bidwell, Holten Mrs. J, Meek, Kaneas Clty
‘Treasurer ! Corresponding Secratary Auditor
Mre. Ed. T. Heckney, Wellington
Parliomentarian
o
1"‘» EANSASBSWOMEN 'S WOODROW WILBON LUNCHEON CLUB
Q
L] Mra., Nathan W. MeGrew, President

Holton, Hansas

February 3, 1928

Charl Ormond Williemme, Field Secretary
Nationel Education Assccistion of the
United States

Washington, D. C.

My dear Miss Williams:

Permit me first to tell you how sorry I em that you hod to write me twice
to find out if I had received your very wonderful comtribution to our
Frogram. But, I believe if you could peep in some time on me, lote,

very late in the evening, after my two bables mre tucked into their beds,
you would kmow that only because I have been eo busy, have you not hed

a reply long befora this.

Ch, that lovely contribtution. It showa thought mnd work end a knowledge
of our Firat Lady. You have said in so few worde, so much about her,

end in doing so heve peinted & plcture thet one can mctuslly see. I don't
know how to ever thank you. I only hope you will think, when you see our
Frogrem that it is half ms worthy to hold your pege as your page is to
Mrs. Roosevelt., Next weok I hope to have & news story in the press, the
firet cone telling ebout our Frogrem, end einee 1t 1s dedicated to lirs,
Hoosevelt, I want your picture end your history in this story as the
outatandinz article in our booklet. When I gave the reporter of the
Deily Capital, Senamtor Capper'as Papar, the article he snid he had your
pleture, so I shall sbnd these %o other papers in the state, unless I
don't 1ike the one he haaslll

I wish you ocould be with us. I have received word from ten prominent out-
of-state women who will be with us, and will send you notices of our meet-
ing, end Programs too so you cen have a faint idem of what 1t was like.

I do hope your eyes are better. I felt so badly when I read about this
new trouble, and under what handiecap you had to work on thia article.
Flease believe me won't you, when I tell you how grend I think you were
to write it for us. And maybe some dey, one never knows, I can do some-
thing for you to show you my mppreciation,

TWith best wishes, and kindest feelinrs toward you, and trusting that some
day you will come to Eansms and spenk for us, I am

Sincerely and Cordially,

(Signed) Margusrite Moorew
Mrs. Nathan W, MoGrew
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH BTREET, N. W., WASHINGTON, D, C,

Feb,

1958

Mrs, Nathan W, MoGrew, President
Kansas Woodrow Wilson Luncheon Club
liolton, Faneas

Uy dear Mrs. McOrew:

I understend thoroughly the reason for the delay in your letter to me.
My chief concern was to make sure that the dozen or more copies of the
article on Mrs. Roosevelt which I had sent you by train and by plane
had reached you; and furthermore, that you approved my handiwork.

Your letter about your plans was so enthusiastic that I am gending it
on to Mra, Roosevelt. You will be interested in kmowing that I spoke
to her last week about your luncheon and at the end of my interview
with her let her read the little article I had written about her.

There are many more things which I could have said about Mrs, Roosevelt.
Certainly she is one of the most understanding persons I have ever
known — sincere, courageocus, straightforward, approachable, genuinely
kind, and helpful.

I wish you might have "tuned in" on our conference in the late after—
noon when fer thirty minutes we talked over the propesals I had pre-
sented to her, and then had tea in one of the lovely rooms reserved
for the family. In her calm and unhurried manner, she made me feel
that she understood and was interested in my plens. I have known her
since 1918 and she has always been just like this,

1, too, wish that I might be with you on that auspicious occasion but
it is manifestly impossible for me to journey so far just now. Please
be sure to send me copies of newspapers carrying publicity on your
luncheon as well as a handful of the scuvenir programs. A suggestion
that you send one to Mrs. Roosevelt is, I am sure, superfluous,

An account of your luncheon with this article on Mrs. Rocsevelt may
appear in some other papers in the country. The article has already

been requested by the Memphis papers,

I am holding the thought for a great occasion as a fitting reward
for your efforts.

Tours sincerely,

-

Charl Ormond Williams
Fleld S,cretary




Aprll EO, 1978

My dear Miss Willlemm:

Tie President has neked me to tell
you that he rould like wvery ruech to eddress
the Hationnl Pducation Arnoceintion nt ite
Alet annunl ecomvention in Few York. However,
at this time, he orm not sy if it will be
possible,

Very sincerely yourn,

Misa Charl Ormond Williama
Field Secretery

Hational Bducation Aseocc.
of the United States

1201 16th St., N. W.
Waghington, D. C.

0



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
4/18/38
M0 FOR E. R,
I am going if I con but 4t is too

early to tell.

Fu. D4 R

'.lf/;.-.,
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES i
1201 BIXTEENTH STREET. N. W., WASHINGTON, D. C. P‘L‘
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Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt (\1' ; \.s )
The White House | t N

"

.Washinzton, D. C. '
My dear Mra. Roosevelt: . qq"’l'

I want you to see the letter Dr. Woodruff has written to the Fresldent
go I am enclosing the copy of it that she sent to me.

I do not think thet I have ever wanted anything so much in my life as
that he should speak to the teachers of the nation et the New York con-
vention., If this were just enother epeech to another conventlon, I
should not think that I had m right to urge it. EKnowing how burdened
the President is with the inescapabla duties of his high office, I would
want to proteet him from all sush extranecus duties.

The President has dered to dreem and to do in theee brief years that have
bean given to him. But ecare rust be teken that his idesmls will endure.
There 18 no other group of people in the nation to whom this responaibility
gcould be better entrusted than to the teachersa, 1 wish the Fresident would
speak directly to them and to the millions in their keeping, leevinm ns n
sort of lepney to them and all who follow in their footsteps his idems of
social justice, constructive citizenship, and internationsl goodwill,

Thomas Jefferson clearly saw in those early deys that the republic could
not survive without universal education and devoted the last yesrs of his
1ife to plane leooking to thot end which have served as a guide to the
forty-eight states though they were never adopted in full, The report of :
the I'resident's Advisory Committee on Edueation, which I studied carefully
for six hours last Sunday, has some urmistekeble Jeffersonian features, Of
ell comparable reports issued on educetfon no other one is so specific And
far-reaching oa this laat one.

With this report and the kind of apeech thet I believe the Fresident will
want to make, he will have charted a course for publiec education for a
eentury at least. There are so mony ressons -- all vnlid to me -- why I
want him to speak to the heart nnd conscience of the membera of my omn pro-
fession. Furthermore, I even dare to belleve that coming to our convention
under these circumstonces will be & joyous ocomsion for the TFresldent.

You, who have already done so much for us, promised to help here and 1
leave this whole matter to you with trust end confidence.

Faithfully yours,

Charl Ommond Williems
Field Secretary




April 4, 1938

The Fresident
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Tresident

You may recell that at the time of our interview laast
Joanuary when I extended to you an invitation to addreas
the National Education Association at ita Alat ennual
convention in MNew Yorlk City, you asked me to brinrg this
to your attention between fApril lst and 15th, when you
gould sive a definite reply.

Your expressed interest mt the time led us to hope that
affairs would so shape themselves ms to nllow vour Aaccent-
pnee,

lay T mention nrain the fact that oenly four times in itas
history has the Freaident of the United Stntes brourht

a mespapn to this representative body - Treaident HUnrrison,
Fresidant liposevelt, Fresident Tnft and Fresident Coolidre
hovinr honored us in this wav.

Today a quarter of & million members of the larreat orpen-
ized body of educators in the world, representing every
atnte and outlying possession, those sienally responsible,
through educntion, for tomorrow, are hoping for o message
from the Chief Executive of the "nited States of Tedneaday
avening, June 29th, in hadison Squore Garden, Your word
ot that time will be a matter of rrent moment to them ond
wa await with emperness vour response,

Very sincerely voura

Coroline 5. Woodruff
I'resident




[ /

May 25, 1938 ' /

Danr Miss W1lleme:

I have your lettor and vill sncek
to the Pre=tdent, but T think he hna Aande
other plons, w'iich make 1% likely he wil1
anenk at the Falr nnd not at Mddison Siuare.

Very sinecrely yours,

0
v f
Miss “harl 0, Williame _ A
Hotel tah {_ “II E {u..- Wﬁj...- *:l
Salt Lake City - ' hae,
Utah 2t




July 14, 1938 ! [ /!

Danr Mios Williams:

I aprreciated your lat'er nnd rnm
aure the President nrprecinted the mema-pe
you took to the trein for him.

Te hoth enjoyed being nt the con-
ventfon ond T em glad %0 he n LiTe MHanbar
of the !l“"tionnl Fduecntion Asmocintion.

Fith mrny threnks for your letier
and with all pgood wisher, T am

Very cordially yourn,

Hiss Charl 0, Williama
HER

1201 16th 5t.
Feshington
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" J"i \‘k NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES!
\ (> qf 1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W,, WASHINGTON, D, C,

July
Bth
1958

-Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt ‘
Hyde Park | a7
New York f &

My dear Mrs. Rocsevelt:

Yesterday at noon I returned to my desk after an absence of several
weeks, and the first duty undertaken was a letter of appreciation to
the President. I was so anxious that he not leave the city without
having some personal word of appreciation of his great effort to
gerve us and the cause of education that I tock the enclosed letter
to his special train last night and handed it myself to Mr. MeIntyre.

Several hundred people representing every element of our population
were on hand to see him off, Friendliness beamed from every face.

It was the first time that I had ever seen him depart on cne of his
trips, and we were so glad we went. You will be pleased to know that
we thought he locked very well. Ve marvelled at his energy in under-
taking such a strenuous trip in midsummer to the hottest part of our
eountry. I do hope that success attends his every effort.

I am sure that I shall never forget the last afternoon of our lew
York convention which your presence and that of the President lifted
to a high place in the history of our Association. I am fully cogni-
zant of the effort that both of you marde to be there and I am deeply
grateful. WNatin all our records is there such a message concerning
education from a President of the United States. T am proud of the

" place which you will fi1l in this record which we shall leave to our
successors., Iour graceful presiding and your graciocus acceptance of
a Iife Membership in the National Education Association were in them=-
selves an honor to the teaching profession which will be appreciated |
more and more as the years go by.

I trust that your "hibernation" will afford you the rest and relaxation
that you of all people must need and that you will be able to return to
Washington ready for the strenuous days ahead,

Faithfully yours,

AT ks ) L,

Charl Ormond Williams
Field Secretary
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Harch 18, 1940

Dapr Hias Willismar

Thank you for ycur letter of larch 9
and for the eopy of your letter to Ura. Phelps.
T will mention your book in my colusn somutime

this month,

‘Vary o incersly yours,
Uiss “harl 0. Williazms a
H.E.L.

Washington, U.L.




MATIOMAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 BIXTEENTH STREET. M. W. WASHINGTON, D. €.

i i
uarch 9, 2940 ' "
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Mra., Frenklin D. Hoosevelt !,‘\,_‘. f .
The White House 1 )

Washington, D. Ca __\i_l'l \ |
My dear Mra. Roosevelt: i,y W

For the record, I want to tell you that I shall have pré-
pered for your consideration 150 words on the hook, Schools
for Iemooracy, by the time I retarn to Washington on March 19.
I ahall ponder carefully the statement on federal aid for
education, which will have to be just & pentence in this
short article.

This book was compiled for the Hational Comgresa of Parenta

and Taachers, & nationwids group of 2,250,000 members organized
into 30,000 local units. Their annual convention will be held
in Omaha, Nebrasks, May &6-9. If your column could take noties
af this book soms time tha latter part of March or the first
week in April, T think it would be very helpful and I can make
vary good use of it.

The luncheon today was perfectly lovely. It was vary thought-
ful of you to have & gmall numbar present. MNext week I am
sending you & copy of a letter in which I mention this de-
1ightful cccasion.

I am enclosing in this letter o copy of my lattar to Dr.
gnd Mrs, Shelton Phelps, whom I menticned to you today.

Faithfully yours,

Zhod S S (D8

Charl Crmond Williams
Tirestor of Field Service




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N, W,, WASHINGTON. D. C.

April 4, 1940

Mra. Franklin D. Hoosevelt
The white House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

More than I can tell you<I ap;/ragijitg t.hg genarous space

you gave to our book, Schools for Democr in your column
on April 3, 1940./ Already I have nrdaros a thousand reprinta
of it to slip info my letters to leaders in education all
over the country. It will be useful to them even if they
have already seen it in their own papers. You included the

very points that I thought wers most important. Thank you r
a thousand times for your encouragement and support.

In an hour I leave on a field trip that will keep me away ' l{
from Washington until Monday, April 15. I shall be in -J(Aﬁ*;_ e
Washington from April 15 until April 21. During thnt.
time if it is possible for me to see the Fresident, I
shall be very happy indeed. On Saturday morning I shall *‘f ey P
visit Tiffany's to selact the piece of silver upon which /
I hope to have the President's inscription to me engraved. / ¢ &
J7 P Dt
Yours sincerely, ol A ‘_,,JF ""
: Wk ;o
Qhard M&ﬂf\.aﬂ,, "_”_ ,.
Charl Ormond Ailliams Ll A fay

Director of Fleld Service

{1(" rf( é!’;‘.’ﬁ .’_:L ,lji
_rf('.r"‘l‘;?f{(t--—— :




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

her . ar
are. | 7 the sna Ed.

Ippdar

aanaintent

/.i_.a 7. O S

F7em




September 1L, 1540
Hyde Purk, Mew York

Uy dear Miss Willl.oms:

lrs. Rooesvelt asayn she wlll call

4 press conference st the Mhite House Wednesday

l

morning at 9130,

Very slincerely yours,

Seoretary to
Mra, Roosevelt

Miss Crarl Ormond Williaas
Matlional Education Assoclation
1201 - 16th Strest, H.W.
Washington, D.C.




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.. WASHINGTON, D. C,

! September 11, 1940

\jt Mra, Franklin D, Roosevelt
g Hyde Park, New York

Dear Mrs. FRoosevelt:

In locking over my calendar I find I am due at a
National Board meeting at the Hotel Stevens in Chicago
on Wednesday, B;ntubar 18, at 7:350 The annual
board meeting o e National Congress of Parenta and
Teachera — about ninety men and women representing

every state except Nevada —— will be in session there
umntil September 20,

I think it might be a good thing to have our press
conference before I go to that group if you still think
you can arrange it. I shall send you later on the gist
of the things I shall say — as you sugegested. If it
is necessdry I could miss the first meeting and arrive
on the nineteenth,

You are a darlingl

Faithfully,

Charl Ormond Williams




- NATIONAL EDUCATION A.llﬂ_i_:lh‘l"l_ﬂﬂ OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.. WABHINGTON, D, C,

-

! i
September 17, 1940 ( A /

¥rs. Franklin D. FRoosevelt \
The White House 1
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

I am enclosing to you the revised statsment which I promised
you in my airmail special delivery lestter last night. Please
note that I added two pages to it for the reason that I simply
could not write them last night. The paragraph about the
inscription gives me an opportunity —- which, by the way,
does not seem in the least necessary -- to declare my loyalty
Lo and support of President Roosevelt, to which not even the
Hateh Act could object, though T am not subject to its pro-
visions., With your permission I think T should like to

read this statement to the women., They will not need to

take notes, for I shall have a copy for each one in case
anyone wants it.

I have a thought to suggest for your column if you decide
to comment on this visit, and I purposely included a DAra-
graph which would give you the lead, in case it meets your
approval. If there is time and anyone wants to ask amy
questions, I shall, of course, be ylad to answer thenm,

I am, with deep appreciation,

Faithfully yours,

A e e

|
|
Charl Urnond #illiams ‘
[irector of Field Service




THE STORY OF MY VISIT TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS AND THE DUCHESS OF WINDSOR
NASSAU, BAHAMA TISLANLS, AUGUST 30, 1940

Charl Ormond Williams
Tirector of Field Service
National Education Association, Washington, D. C.

A part of my philosophy of life has been a belief that something nice
lies just around the cormer, As I look back over the full rich years that
have been granted to me, I feel that my faith in my philosophy has heen
Jjustified. I never imagined, however, that a wvacation which got off to such
a bad start could possibly end in such a pleasant and interesting experience
as fell to my lot. I had hardly settled into a beautiful South Florida hotel
within seventy-five feet of the Atlantic Ocean when the newspapers began
speculating on the time of the arrival in Nassau of Their Hoyal Highnesses,
the “uke and Duchess of liindsor, who were then in Bermuda.

Two women in our hotel flew over to Nassau, hopin: to be there when
this royal couple landed, and I was urged‘ to go along, It appeared that the
tourist business by boat and plane had taken a sudden spurt, but I had no
desire to mingle in great crowds of people at that time, the weather being
what it was. However, I read with eager interest every story the papers
carried and took note of the two speeches made within a week of his arrival
by His Royal llighness., These made a great appeal to me, Later on while in |
Havana the thought which had been brewing in my mind for several days
crystallized into a decision to fly to Hassau for & wisit with the Duke and
Duchess of VWindsor if that could be arranged.

After twenty-five years of umparalleled service to his peoples far and
near, &nd 320 days as Edward VIII, of Oreat Britain, Ireland, and the British
Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Emperor of India, this man who had been
trained to reign over the world's greatest empire had come to rule over a

- string of 29 islands, 661 cays and some 2,000 reefs lying off our shores




about two hours flying distence from !iami, This was his first adainistrative
position and I was eager to talk with him about his work. Out of a total
population of 60,000, one-third colored, about 20,000 live on the island of
New Providence, on which the capital city of Nassau is located. On Auzust 23,
Just & week after their arrival, 15,000 of these colored people zathered at
Clifford Park for a heart-warming welcome to the new Governor and Comsnder—in-
Chief of the Bahama Islands and his wife. The short address made by His Royal
Highness contained these impressive words of hope and orophecy: "Conditions
throughout the world are changing rapidly before our eyes, and it is well that
we zive thought to whatever eventualities the future may have in store for us.
Wrile these islands are in one respect most richly endowed by nature, no one
.tnda;,r can afford to rely exclusively on resources that have oroved the most
profitable in the past.

"iiithout first hand experience of the success or failure of any
previous experiments along new lines in agriculture or industry, I do advo-
cate that other channels of development be explored however more arducus
their operation or slow in comparison their return.

"You may rest assured that any new ventures you may embark upon that
are calculsted to enhance the prosperity both of yourselves and of the Bahauias
as a whole, will have the luchess's and my sympathetic interest and support."

Although T had never been to Nassau, I was fairly certain that the new |
Governor would find a number of problems confronting him which must be similar
to those with which we in my part of our country had struzzled for decades.
Familiar to me were his world-wide travels within and without the empire and
I had known for yeers of his never-failing interest in the welfare of the .
lowliest of his subjects, I felt that he, with his background, might perhaps

attempt something unique in the solution of those problems; that whatever he




did in ameliorating the conditions of the people of those far-flung islands
woulé be of great interest to us. The conditions affecting the homes,
schools, and communities were bound to be quite similar to those of the
deep South particularly. For eight years I had been superintendent of
schools of Shelby County, Tennessee, whers the negro children numbered
16,000 and the white children 8,000, and so my inter-est mounted.

Iﬂne does not walk in unannounced to a president of a bank, a member of
Congress, or a superintendent of schools in ocur country. Therefore, I was
glad to present a statement of my activities and comnections along with &
personal letter to the aide-de-camp to His Hoyal Highness. ‘Within two hours
after this material reached the Duke of Windsor, an invitation to meet him
and the Duchess of Wfindsor was received. Accordingly, on Aujust 30, at ten
o'clock in the morning I motored out to the lovely home on the only ridge on
the island which Their Hoyal Highnesses had taken for the summer until
Covernment fHouse could be redecorated.

Beinz ten minutes early I amused myself by studying the panelled wells,
harmonious furnishings and lovely flowers in huge bowls and vases which were
placed to advantace in this large drawing room overlooking: the hluest stretch
of water I hadever seen. Defore I knew it, His Royal Hijhness stood before
me with that famous smile and outstretch hand. After the most cordial
greeting, he secated himself beside me on the divan and the conversation did
not laz for a moment until I left fifty minutes later. He graciously said that |
he and the Duchess had wanted to receive ue at Government llouse, but that it
was all torn up, and so much knocking was poing on there that we would not be
able to talk comfortably, I spoke of the disappointment that was mine when a
horseback accident in British Columbia so greatly delayed my arrival in Torento

that I missed a garden party in his honor, to which I had been invited on his

last trip to Canada., T was able to glve him a firgthand report of the little
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Fnglish children whom I had seen that mornin as they left their ship, He
was deeply concerned about thelr welfare.

vithin ten minutes after the Duke appeared, the Duchess of ‘iindsor came
in to see me, 1 arose to greet her with sincere words 2nd a warm hand-clasp
and we were seated again, the Duke .at my left end the Duchess at my right in
a sort of half-circle, just the situation for good conversation. The
luchess impressed me with her unstudied poise and graclousnzss which were
altozether eimple, easy and effective. I liked her at once. Twe Southern
women are never stransers to each other and we had occasion oneco or twice
to make casual reference to our common heritage. As the three of us talked
on, I readily came to the conclusion that she was 2 sensible woman with
unusual creative and executive ability. I have no doubt that she will carry
her end of the load in this first post assigned by Kinz heorge The Sixth
"o luur most dear end entirely beloved Srother and mnost faithful Counsellor
gdward Albert Christian George Andrew Patrick Lavid, luke of Jindsor" and
Enizht of many Ancient, Notable and Uistinguished Orders.

The conversation soon turned to the questions in which I was deeply
interested, the social and economic conditions of the islands. In the dis-
cussion which followed it was plain that the Duke was already conversant
with the situation, He spoke of the once flourishlug industry of sponge
gathering, now dead or dying due to a parasite, Incidentally this incustry
dates back to Aristotle and the Greek warriors who used sponges to pad their
helmets, Sisal hemp, once the leading industry of the Colony, is at present
1ittle grown for export, but a rise in the price and demand for this product
has reawakened interest in it. Although pineapples grow abundantly through-

out the Bahamas, the markets for this product were cornered by larger areas

elsewhere. There ls hope of revival of the salt industry and a private




enterprise is now working some of the ponds with satisfactory results.

The shipbuilding and dock yards apparently do a jood business building
native craft and schooners and servieing, docking and storing visiting
yachts. Certainly the native women do a thriving business in weaving straw
and making durable, attractive mats used in most of the Nassaun homes, as well
as ba s and hats, often of a very fine nquality. Twe types of straw are used,
the dyed soft brown from the coconut tree and thre straw-yellow from a local
palm, The Iuke wore one of these brown hats, so popular now in the United
Stales, to church the first Sunday, according to a local naper, The Luchess
is interested no less than the Duke in all these problems, and [ can easily
imagine that she will employ her artlstic abllity in helping the women

to create new designs for their products as well as new markets for them.

S0 it is likely to be in the tortoise shell industry,

The Luke also spoke of the difficulties of ssriculture in these rocky
islands, the soil in many places beiny rich, but gethered in pocketa, facts
orobably accounting for the importation of much of the food, The inportance
ef the fishing industry is mtm by export flgures, since 90 percent of
the entire production of the fisheries is for local conswaption,

The one industry upon which everybody in the islsnds is counting in
the days ahead is the tourist business. 'This fact was made very plain to
mbymrmlnmdtaxldﬂmasmmkmrmthuplamm-whm-ul.

In answer to my question as to whether many visitors had come to the islands
since the arrival of the Duke and Tuchess s he replied with enthusiasnm,

"Oh, yes, ma'am." And then he added: "Sewven thousand, five hundred are
coming nuxt month — all friends of the Luchess." The Duke and Luchess were

mich amused when I relayed this observation to them.




It was inevitable that somethin: should be said about the inconse-
guential, and sometimes untrue, stories which had appeared concerning them
in some of our papers, The Duke said, "Miss Williams, if we say we are poing
to dine quietly at home this evening, there is no news in that," and he
implied that the hard-working reporter sometimes drew on his imarination
with weird results, The Duchess said, "After all, Miss uilliams, we are
a middle-a_ed couple, 'We do not zo to night clubs, On the contrary, we
are living a very simple life, enjoying things with each other.”

The thought that these two people were growing oldar made my romantic
heart miss a beat, but their story, "the rreatest since the HResurrection,"
asccording to Hs L. Yencken, will be always young.

No, I did not curtsy to His Royal Highness and the Duchess of .indsor
because to do so never occurred to me, DEdward is known and loved turoughout
the world for his democratic spirit, and neither hal nor the luchess would .
expect it from an American, I greeted them exactly as we all ;reet our
beloved President and Mrs, Roosevelt. [Foth in my letter and in my greeting
I used the title which her hysband claims for her and the one to which I
think she is entitled — Her Royal Highneas,

Yhat did the Duchess wear? What sort of ring did she have on? What
was the ornament some one told me she often wore on one shoulder? To all
these questions that have been asked me I can only resly, "I have not the
faintest idea, I saw only her face," I think I shall have to ask her to
save me from the charge of hopeless stupidity by supplying me with these
details that will be asked of me again and azain,

I had with me about two dogzen photogzraphs of their arrival and the

ceraaonies which followed and, after showin: them those of the second




celebration which they had not yet seen, I sug.ested that they autograph
one for me and write my name on it for identification,

The Duchess very graciously said, "Darling, you write Hiss VWilliams!
name and sizn your own and then I will sign mine."

The Duke rose and with brisk step left the room to zet his own pen
and portfolio, and the [uchess amusingly said, "Miss ‘/illiams, we are
terribly afraid of spoiling this beautiful house."™ She was very careful to
wave the photograph in the air until the ink was dry and then she blotted
it on their own blotter.

It was then past time to go and, as we stood to say goodbye, the
Duchess said, "Miss Williams, we think it is very good of you to be
interested in us."

One final world., I told them I had taught English history at one
time and loved it, and that I often thought of the boys and zirls who
would be studying sbout them a hundred years or so from now. Of course,
these children mist read "that they lived hapvily ever afterward," On that
score I have no fears. An Anglican priest told me that there was no doubt
whatever that the Duke was very deeply in love with the luchess and that
ghe wrs a preat inspiration to him. A youn; man about twenty-eight years
old said to me, "Miss Williams, the way they lock at each othar just hurts."

And then I expressed the hope that history would record that dappor-
tunities had been zranted to them for the full employment of the talents
with which they both are richly endowed,

I shook hands with them both, and His Hoyal Highness walked with me

out of the drawing room through the hall end across the terrace to the
steps where my car was walting, A final goodbye and the Duke smilingly
replied, "Miss Williams, this is much nicer than the garden party."




When I returmed home I read again thal books and magazines published in
1936 and 1937 which I had carefully put away, and I can fully understand
how Edward in those never-ending and e:_chaustinf, tours had successfully
“combatted the old resentment of the Ba.ars in South Africa" and why the
natives of Indla rallied around him with a frenszy of enthusiasm in spite
of the fact that "Gandhi had urged the people to stay within their houses
so that the streets would be empty."
At forty-six years of age, he could do it all again. Uelieving that
he and the Duchess will do their work in an extraordinarily interestinz way,
I have subscribed to a Nassau paper in order to set firsthand accounts of
their sctivities.
In presenting my connections to Thelr Hoyal Highnesses, I made promi-
nent my work for twenty-five years as an educator, T like to think that
they were interested in me as & representative of the American tesachers
whom I proudly serve and with whom I shall share this happy and memorable
experience in an early issue of The Journal of the Hational liducation Association.
I do not need to record that I also wrote the aide-de-camn to His loyal
Hizhness about my friendship with and support of President and Mrs. Roosevelt
and of the Szcretary of State and Mrs. Cordell Hull which go back many years.
I menticned in detail a happy visit with the President ol the United States
in his #hite House study on April 17, 1940, at which time he jzave me the
following generous tribute in recognitlon of my friendship and support of
hin for the past twenty years:
To Miss Charl Ormond Williams
in memory of our fight
for real democracy -—- in 1920 —
and in later days, especially
gince March 4, 1933.
rranklin D. Roosevelt

The white House
April 18, 1940




Wishing to preserve it for generations to come, I had this inscription en-
graved in his own handwritinz on an eleven-inch sgquare piece of heavy silver
made by Tiffany.

Yhat about Nassau itself? It is a quaint and interestin; little city,
and there was not much in it that I, as a tourist, did not see, .ith the
palms, tropical trees and shrubs blossoming on every street, and the colored
people at every turn, I felt as if I might be in Florlda or any other state
in the deep South. It was not until I attended a nizht session of the House of
Assembly and saw British colonial povernment in operation that [ fully realized
that I was on foreign soil. Those men, white and colored, dressed in evening
attdre, went about their business of raising revenue for the Colony with great
dimity and decorum. Equally interesting was a session of the iagistrates
Court. Up and down Bay Street I went int> the shops, markets, the Foyal
Bank of Canada, and the Development Board, as well as the office of our
American Consul, ¥r, J. W. Dye, a distinguished and scholarly gentlaman who
was exceedingly helpful to me. [From talks with dozens of people of both
races on the plane, in the hotels, markets and shops, I learncd of the
devotion and enthusiasm of these gracious and hospitable people for Their
Hoyal Highnesses.

Mot a single person was found who did not have absolute faith that Great
Britain would ultimately triumph in this grim and d&adl;f war, I visited
the acreage set aside on the harbor for the scrap iron which is collected
and sorted for shipment to England from time to time, a gift the British
Broadeasting Company has acknowledged on several occasions. There is
no doubt in my mind that the Colomy will stand by to the end, "preferring
if it is inevitable, to perish with the mother-count flourish with

her enemies."
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. WASHINGTOM, D. C,

September 16, 1940 ]
/ it

Mra, Franklin 0. hoosevelt
Hyde Park, New York

Uy dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

It is late at night, and I am working at the office in order to get
the enclosed statement to you at Hyde Park tomorrow morning. Thls
one is the first writing. The necessary revisions and editing will
be made tomorrow morning and that copy will he at the hite llouse
when you return tomorrow night. I shall wire you tonipght what I
have done,.

One reason for the delay is the fact that I could not decide how
long a astatement I should send you. I finally wrote in simple
fashion the story as I would tell it to an interested listsner.

I told the little human things about this couple with as much
solicitude as if I were writing about you. I would not for worlds
write anything that would hurt them in the least, for they were
lovely and gracious to me.

I shall be at the press conference in good time on Vednesday momm-
ing. I know that if I get in deep water you will rascue me.

Faithfully yours,

e Gl mi shie i,

g mond .Zilliams
Uirectar of Flield Sarvice




THE STORY OF MY VISIT TO HIS ROYAL HICHNESS AND THE DUCHESS CF WINDSCR
NASSAU, BAHAMA TSIANDS, AUGUST 30, 1840

Charl Ormond Willlams
Director of Field Service
National Education Associetion, Washingten, D. Cs

A part of my philesophy of life has been & belief that scmething nice
lies just arcund the corner. As I look back over the full rich years that
have been granted to me, I feel that my faith in my philesophy has been
justified, I never imagined, however, that a vacation which got off to such
a bad start could possibly end in such a pleasant and interesting experience
as fell to my lot, I had hardly settled into a beautiful South Florida hotel
within seventy-five feet of the Atlantic Ocean when the newspapers began
speculating on the time of the arrival in Nassau of Their Royal Highnesses,
the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, who were then in Bermuda.

Two women in our hotel flew over to Nassau, hoping to be thers when this
royal couple landed, and I was urged to go along. It appeared that the
tourist business by boat and plans had taken a sudden spurt, but I had no
desire to mingle in great crowds of people at that time, the weather being
what it was, However, I read with eager interest every story the papers
carried and took note of the twc speeches made within a week of his arrival
by His Royal Highness which made a great appeal to me, Later on while in
Havana the thought which had been brewing in my mind for several days
crystallised into a decisicn to fly to Nassau for a visit with the Duke and
Duchess of Windsor if that could be arranged.

After twenty-five years of unparalleled service to his peoples far and
near, and 520 days as Edward VIII, by the Grace of God of Great Britain,
Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender of the
Faith, Emperor of India, this man who had been trained to reign over the

world's greatest empire had came to rule over a string of 29 islands,
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G661l cays and somel 2,000 reefs lying off our shores about two hours flying
time from Miami, This was his first administrative position and I was aaga.r
to zalk with him about his work, Out of a total population of 60,000,
one=third colored, about 20,000 live on the island of New Providence, on
which the capital city of Nassau is located. On August 23, just a week
after their arrival, 15,000 of these colered people gathered at Clifford
Park for a heart-warming welcome to the new Covernor and Commander—in-Chiefl
of the Bahama Islands and his wife. The short address made by His Royal
Highness contained these impressive words of hope and prophecy: "Conditions
throughout the world are changing rapldly before our eyes, and it is well
that we give 'th_mght. to whatever eventualities the future may have in store
for us, While these islands are in one respect mest richly endowed by
nature, no cne today can afford to rely exclusively on rescurces that have
proved the most profitable in the past,

mithout first hand experience of the success or failure of any
previcus experiments along new lines in agriculture or industry, I do
advocate that other channels of development be axplored however more arducus
their operaticn or slow in comparison thelr retumm,

"You may rest assured that any new ventures you may embark upon that
ara calculated to enhance the prosperity both of yourselves and of the Bahamas
as a whole, will have the Duchess's and my sympathetic interest and suppert.”

Although I had never been to Nassau, I was fairly certain that the new
Governor would find a number of problems confronting him which must be similar
to those with which we in my part of our country had strugrgled for decades,.
Familiar to me were his world-wide travels within and without the empire and
I had known for years of hls never-falling interest in the welfars of the

L

lowliest of his subjects. I felt that he, with his background, might perhaps

attempt something unique {j.n the solution of thoss problems; that whatever he
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did in ameliorating the conditions of the pecple of these far-flung islands
would be of great interest to us, The conditions affecting the homes,
schools, and communities were bound to be quite similar to those of the
deep South particularly. For eight years I had been superintendent of
schools of Shelby County, Tennessee, where the negro children numbered
16,000 and the white children 8,000, and so my interest mounted.

One does not walk in unannounced to a president of a bank, a member of
Congress, or a superintendent of schocls in ocur country,. Therefore, I was
.glad. to present a statement of my activities and connections along with a
personal letter to the aide-de-camp to His Hoyal Highness. Within two hours
after this material reached the Duke of Windsor an invitation to meet him
and the Duchess of Windsor was received. Accordingly, on August 30, at ten
o'clock in the morning I motored out to the lovely home on the only ridge on
the island which Their Royal Highnesses had taken for the summer until
Oovernment House could be redecorated, Being ten minutes early I amused
myself by studying the panelled walls, harmonious furnishings and lovely
flowers in huge bowls and vases which were placed to advantage in this large
drawing room overlocking the bluest stretch of water I had ever seen, Before
I knew it His Hoyal Highnesa stood before me with that famous smile and out-
stretched hand, After the most cordial greeting he seated himself beside me
on the divan and the conversation never lagged for a moment until I left fifty
minutes later., He graciously said that he and the Duchess had wanted to
receive me at (overnment House but that it was all torn up, and so much knock-
ing was going on that we would not be able to talk comfortably. I spoke of
the disappointment that was mine when a horseback accident in Eritish Columbia
so greatly delayed my arrival in Toronto that I missed a garden party in his
honor to which I had been invited on his last trip to Canada. Within ten
minutes after the Duke appeared, the Duchess of Windsor came in to see me.

b
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I arose to greet her with a few sincere words and a warm hand-clasp and we
ware seated again, the Duke to my left and the Duchess at my right in a
surt{ of half-circle, just the situation for good conversation, The Ducheas
impressed me with her poise and graciousness — nsither studied, but simple,
eagsy and effective., I liked her at once. Two Southern wamen are never
strangers to each other and we had occasion once or twice to make casual
raference to our common heritage. As the three of us talked on, I readily
came to the conclusion that she was a sensible woman with unusual creative
and executive ability. I have no doubt that she will carry her end of the
load in this first post assigned by King George The Sixth "to our most dear
and entirely beloved Brother and most faithful Counsellor Edward Albert
Christian George Andrew Patrick David, Duke of Windsor! and Knight of many
Anclent, Notable and Distinguished Crders.

The conversation scon turned to the questions in which I was deeply
interested, the social and economic conditions of the islands. In the dis-
sussion which followed it was plain that the Duke was already conversant
with the situation. He spoke of the once flourishing industry of sponge
gathering, now dead or dying due to a parasite, Incidentally this industry
dates back to Aristotle and the Greek warriors who used them to pad their
helmets, Sisal hemp, once thu, leading industry of the Colomy, is at present
little grown for export, but a rise in the price and demand for this product
has reawakened interest in it, Although pineapples grow abundantly through-
out the Bahamas, the markets for this product were cornered by larger areas
elsewhere., There is hope of revival of the salt industry and a private
enterprise is now working some of the ponds with satisfactory results., The
shipbuilding and dock yards apparently do a good business building native

craft and schooners and servicing, docking and storing visiting yachts,




Certainly the native women do a thriving business in weaving straw and making
durable, attractive mats used in most of the Nassau homes, as well as bags
and hats often of a very fine quality. Two types of straw are used, the
dyed soft brown from the coconut tree and the straw-yellow [rom a local
palm. The Duke wore one of these brown hats, so popular now in the !lnited
States, to church the lirst Sunday, accordin: to a local nanar. The Uuchess
is interested no less than the luke in all these problems, and I can easily
imagine that she will employ her artistic ability in helping the women to
creste new designs for their products as well ss new markets for them. 3o
it is likely to Le in the tortoise shell industry.

The Duke also spoke of the difficulties of agriculture in these rocky
islands, the soil in many places being rich, but gathered in pockets, facts
orobably accountinz for the importation of much of the food. The importance
of the fishing industry is not shown by export fijures since 90 parcent of the
entire production of the fisheries is for local consumption,

The one industry upon which averybody in the islands is counting in
the days ahead is the tourist business. This fact was made very plain to
me by my colored taxi driver as he took e from the plane to my hotel. In
answer to my questlon as to whether many visitors had come to the islands
since the srrival of the Duke and Duchess, he replied with enthusiasm,

"Oh, yes, ma'am." And then he added: "Sewven thousand, five hundred are
coming next month — all friends of the Duchess." The Duke and Tuches:s ware
mach amused when I relayed this cbservation to them.

It was inevitable that somethingz should be sald about the inconse-
quential, and sometires untrue, stories which had apneared cont:em}ng them
in some of our papers. The [uke said, "Miss #illiams, if we say we are

going to dine quietly at home this evening, there is no news in that,"




and he imnlied that the hard-working reporter sometlmes drew on his imagi-
nation with weird results. The Cuchess sald, "After all, Miss Williams,

we are a middle-aged couple. 9He do not go to night clubs. 0On the con-
trary, we are living a very simple life, enjoyin: things with each other,"
The thought that th:se two people were growing older made my romantic

heart miss a beat, but their story, "the zrzatest since the hesurrection," ™
according to H. L. Mencken, will be always young.

No, I did not curtsy to His Hoyal Hishness and the Duchass of 4indsor
because to do so never occurred to me, Zdward is known and loved throughout
the world for his democratic spirit and neither he nor the luchess would
expect it from an Amerlcan. I zreeted them exactly as we all greet our
beloved President and Mrs. Foosevelt, Hoth in my lstter and in my greeting
I used the title which her husband c¢laims for her and the one to which I
think she is entitled —- Her Royal Highness.

what did the Duchess wear? ‘hat sort of ring did she have on? ‘hat
was the ornament some one told me she often wore on one shoulder? To all
these questions that have been asked me I can only reply, "I have not the
faintest idea., I saw only her face.," I think I shall have to ask her to
save me from the charge of hopeless stupidity by supplyin: me with these
details that will be asked of me again and again.

I had with me about two dozen photographs of their arrival and the
ceremonies which followed and, after showing them those of the accond
celobration which they had not yet seen, I suggested that they autograph
one for me and write my name on it for identification.

The Duchess very graclously said, "Darling, you write ifiss ‘iillisms'

name and sign your own and then I will sign mine."
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The Duke rose and with brisk step left the room to Jet his own pen and
portfollio, and the Luchess amusingly said, "Miss #illiams, we are terribly
afraid of spoiling this beautiful house," She wis very careful to wave the
photograph in the air until the ink was dry and then she hlotted it on
their own blotter,

It was then past time to go and, as we stood to say goodbye, the
Luchess said, "Miss Williams, we think it is very good of you to be
interested in us." .

One final word. I told them I had taught In:lish history at one
time and loved it, and that I often thought of the hoys and girls who
would be studying about them a hundred years or so from now., Of courae,
these children must read "that they lived happily ever afterward." On that
dcore I have no fears. An Anglican priest told me that there was no doubt
whatever that the Duke was very deeply in love with the Tuchess and that
she was & great inspiration to hdm. & ::uung man about twenty-eizht years
old said to me, "Miss liilliams, the way they look at each other Just hurts,."

And then I expressed the hope that history would record that oppor-
tunities had been granted to them for the full employment of the talents
with which they both are richly endowed.

I shook hands with them both, and lis Royal Highness walked with
me out of the drawing room through the hall and across the terrace to the
steps where my car was waiting., A final goodbye and the Duke smilingly

replied, "Miss Williams, this is much nicer than the garden party."
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Cotober 9, 1940

Duar Mon Williams;

Many thanks for your latter and for

. the oopy of the story from the Mesphis peper.

I was glad to sae 1t.

Ko, I did not hear Nr, #llikds's reference
to ma.

Both the President and I appreciata your
good wishas and your confidence in us,

Vory cordially yours,

Miss Charl 0. ¥Williams
Card N.E.A.
Washington, D.C.




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
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O‘ﬁ“\ October 2, 1840

Urs. Franklin D. Hoocssvelt
The White House
'ﬂﬂhil'.'lgtﬂﬂ’ D. C.

Dear Mra, Roosevelt:

Somehow it always seems to work out that I have to write you just before
my departure for some place —— this time for Camden, New Jersey, on an
afterncon train,

First of all, I want to tell you how much I liked your blue gown at the
Carlton Hotel dinner. The color, meck and shoulder line were perfect.
Your speech, too, was very much to the point,

Then, I want to record my appreciation of your giving me the opportunity
at your recent press conference to tell two stories, Not a single re-
action has come to me in my mall except cne of pride and pleasure expressed
by my friends scattered from New York to Oregon, Washington and many points
in the South. In spite of your generocus appraisal of my contributiom to
your conference, I know that I did not do very well, Marian Jones, who
writes for a syndicate of fifty-seven papers, had luncheon at my home
Sunday and she encouraged me considerably by the things she told me the
newspaper women sald when they got together after the meeting at the

White House that morming., At any rate I accomplished the thing that I

had in mind; namely, that, since I did not wish to commercialize on this
visit, it be announced very slmply by you. I theought your mentlon of it

in your column was Just what it should have been,

I am enclosing a copy of the story which was printed in my "home town
papar®, They did generously by ma, as you will ses for youself, I am
sending a copy to the Fresident, too, circled with red pencil in two

places in which his name is mentioned,

On Sunday I depart for Utah, New Mexico, Colorado, Kansas, Loulsiana and
Tennesses, It now appears that I may be at my home near Memphis in order

to vote on November 5. I greatly regret that I shall not be in Washington

at that time — I have already arranged to vote by mail — for I should

surely go to the New York headquarters for election night. ‘\5 .ft

cnly fear now is that overconfidence on the part of the Democrats may

up their efforts. I thought the statement of the,Presldent regarding |
the discourtesy to Mr, Willkle in Michigan was admirable, Did you by any {
chance hear Mr. Willlkis pay his respects to you in his recent radioc speech, '
even though he did not name you?




Mra, Franklin D, Roosavelt

I shall be thinking of you and the President every single day and

hoping and praying that all goes well, I have never questioned the
outcome of this contest since the day before his birthday in January,
1958, in his White House Office, when I told him that he would have to
ba & candidate again and that he would be re-elscted, His reply was,
"Oh, no, Miss Williams, I am tired and want to go home.," I never doubted
that for a moment either, but I glory in his strength and courage today,
Both of you must have some secret reservolrs of physical and spiritual
strength upon which you can draw heavily at timea, Otherwise, I do not
see how you could keep going on and on in the gallant way that you do.

Always failthfully yours,

e e LR RS g

Charl Ormond Williams




May 22, 191

My dear Miss Willlans:

I am more than sorry tha could
not stop in at the Convenbleon of Lie
Conpress of lorents and Teachers. I was only

—if Soston a few houres and had to spend thes
with Franklin, Jr., who, as jou mj; koow, wus
in the hoaplital.

Thank you s0 muc:i for juuar lelter
and the enclosurea.

Very slocerelr wirs,

Liss Charl Ormond Williams
Hational Eduoatlon Assoeint lon
1200 - lbth 5t., L.,

Rash., D.C.

ional.
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My dﬁar Mrs, Roosevelt:
xi I have Just learned that you are in

the Hotel Statler and that you may come In to
our morning session. Such a vislt from you to
these three thousaml delegates would mean a
very great deal to them. I have a feeling that
you may not have seen the letter which Presldent
Roosevelt wrote to the delegstes of this Cor-
vention. & copy of it 1s enclosed as well as
the motlon I made last evening to a crowded
session at Faneull Hall.

With best wlahes, always,

Falthfully yours,

,,{gm sz PR S SR




Motion offered by Mlss Charl Ormond Wllllams,
National Chalrman of Schoecl Education

Tuesday evenlng,May 20, 1941. ‘

At the opening asession of the forty-fifth Annual Convention of
the National Congress of Parents and Teachers, our national president
read an impressive and insplring message from the Prealdent of the
United Statea = Franklin D. Roosevelt to the delegatesa who are gathered
now ln Boston. It 1s fitting that our reply to the Chlef Executlve of
our nation in appreciation of his recognition of our work and our re-
aponsiblility should go forth tonight from historic old Faneuil Hall,

a shrine of the llbertles and freedom we cherish and stend resady to
maintaln.

Therefore, wlth the approval of Mrs. Kletzer, I move that the
following telegram be sent at the close of thls sesi&lon to President
Roosevelt and that coples be glven to the press and that this telegram

be published In our National Parent-Teacher Magazine.

To the Preasident of the United States

The White Houae
Washington,D.C.

From o0ld Faneull Hall, hiastorlc shrine of American libert
and freedom, the delegates gnthﬂrad in the forty-fifth Annua
Conventlon 2f the Natlonal Congress of Perents and Teachers
representing as you pointed out millions of parents and teachers,
wlsh to express thelr profound appreclatlion of your message
with 1ts recognition of our work end of our responsibility.
In thls hour of peril to our natlon end to our democratic way
of life we believe that we may be able to lighten your heavy
burden by our heartfelt assurance that todsy, as never before,
parents end teachers are keenly aware of the forces of evil
which menace our cherished freedoms, and that they stand shoulder
;a agnuldur ready to do all within their power to defend these
readoms.

On thls historle ground, hallowed by the struggles cof the
founders of thls nation, we, parents and teachersa, dedlcate
ourselves anew to the ideas armd 1ldeals they promulgated to a
startled world. We pledge our wholehearted eiforts to prepare
the eneratlons intruated to cur care so thatthey will be equipped
to discharge intelligently and falthfully the scclal and civie
responsibilities involved in democratic !ﬁving.

Mra. '1111:5 Kletzer
President, Natlonel Congress of
Parents and Teaschers
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“DEFENSE BEGINS IN THE HOME”

Mrs, Sidonie Malsner
Gruenberg

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

My dewr Mri. Kletzer:

It in with pleasure that | send this message e the representatives
of milliona of parents and teachers who are to amemble in Boston
to review past achievemants and fo get imapirstien and encourage-
ment for further effarts in behalf of the children of the Mation.

The character of s community depends not only wupon the
effectivenens of the home and the guidance and care parents give
their children st home, but alse upon the guality of instruction
and guidance <he teachkers give them in scheal,

The home sand the schosl then bear & joint respomaibility o
their children to point the way for the development of high maral
standards wnd social integrity both by precepe and by example.

o wrge you to impress upen all parents and all teachery that they
find more efective means and devices for cooperating in this
mutual task,

In the crivis of affairs of the Mation it s of the utmost impor-
tance that parents and teachers plan a definite program for the
development of character in their boys and girls whe will in a
thart time be men and women halding responsible positions and

Fverett R, Clinchy
h.fm-.-J.-.‘r for Wednesday
Morning

Partic :';r.ualn! o the FAulrn'
Terday afternoon,

making far-reaching decigons for the Natios.
Very swcerely yours,

FRANKLIN D, ROOSEYELT

THE PRESIDENT REPORTS

I'he work of the National Congress of Parcnts and Teachers during the
twelve monihs just past can most graphically be characterized by the vision
anid courage with which the National Congress has met every challenge ol the
rapidly changing scene. With wholehearted enthusiasm and understanding,
its state branches, its local units, and its individual members embarked upon
the program. “The Child in His Community,” In adopting this theme we
recognized not only a rounding out of the program which we had been fol-
lowing through several administrations, but also the opportunity for imple-
menting the hndings of the 1940 White House Conference on Children in a
Democracy.

The force of the impact of world conflicts upon American thought and the
defense preparations in this country during the last six months have presented
additional challenges 1o the National Congress of Parents and Teachers. We,
therclore, have set forth in definite terms the importance of maintaining
essential services in education, health, and social welfare through which the
physical, mental, and emational stability of our present generation ol children
might be maintained. It is our conviction that social progress is not 1o be
relinguished lightly and that the gains we have made in human relationships
and social consciousness should be guarded as zealously as our shore lines,

We are gratified to find that the National Congress of Parents and Teachers
has responded 1o the challenge of the times with increased membership, in-
ereascd attendance at state conventions and other official meetings, increased
participation in such national projects as the Summer Round-Up and Safety,
and also in the undertaking of new projects. We have experienced our
greatest membership growth since 198738, with an increase of 100,589, This
makes the total membership in the National Congress 2,480,188, for the year

(Continued on Page 2)

NEW LEGISLATION

The Board of Managers approved
the legislative program of the Na
tial Congress for the coming year.
It reaffirmed the longatanding posi
tion favoring federal aid o equalis
educational opportunity, but amended
it to include suggestions [or the dis.
tribution of funds.

The legislative program was ex
wended to include the following item:

“Endorscment of emergency legis-
lation to provide commumily services
for education, recreation, health sani
tation, etc., such legislation to be safe-
guarded as to the basis for granting
funds and the amount to be spent on
administration.”

The legislative program also in
cludes “continued support of legisia-
tion w abolish compulsory  block-
booking and blind sel!r:'n ol motion
sictures” and continued effort for rati-
ication by the states of the Child
Labor Amendment “notwithstanding
the Supreme Court decision uphnlil-
ing the constitutionality ol the Fair
Labor Standards Act.”
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Quoting lIsaiah Bowman the na-
tiomal presidemt gives us this good
parent teacher advice:

“I'here are twp kinds of conunu-
nities: one accepls what it has as a
compelling late over which there is
no control; the other appraises apti-
tude, initiative, resolution and cour-
age and claims at least a small sector
of human destiny for human control.”
Isaial Bowman,

STATE PRESIDENT'S CLUB MEW OFFICERS
President, Mrs. Luther Putney,
Massachuseins.
Vice President, Mrs, C. H. Turner,
Calilornia.
Secretary- 1 reasurer,
Wessendonrdl.

WHO SUBSCRIBES TO THE
MAGAZINE?

The 10 states showing the greatest
gain  in subseriptions for the year
cndling Mareh, 1941, are as [ollows:

Mrs. Joe E.

1=Wash. 451 6=Tenn. 216
2-Ark. 358 7-N.]. 187
3—N. 236 B—Ala. 171
A=Towa 221 H=enn. 117
5=Wis, 217  10—=Mont, 100

The 10 sues which sent in the
st subscriptions during the year
cneling March, 1941, are as [ollows:

1—=Penn. 5891 6-N.C. 2571
2111 4636 7-Wash. 2,076
3—Calil. 1502 H-Ind. 1.907
J=N. J 5,005 9—Mua, 1,906
H—0hio 2909 10-N.Y. 1,897

T'he 10 states which had the highest
percentage of members subseribing to
the National Paveni-Teacher as ol
March 31, 1941, are as follows:

I-Mont. 5919, G—Wash. 5807
2~Idalio 5.809% 7-Vi.  B.60%
3-8.D. 478% S8-Jowa B.A479
4=Wis,  4.58¢; O9—Kan, 3.39q
G=Ark. 4129, 10-N.C. 3309

L ————

MUSIC

At this great moment, we [eel music,
more than cver belore, is invaluable
i all to whom it is available.

Our foremost national concern, at
this hour when our govermment has
decreed huge expenditires loe delense
purposes, is 1o stabilize oor daily lile
so thar we, as a people, in all walks ol
life may meet the new conditions and
support the progriom ol our govern.
ment.  This means going abow our
daily lives with a new amd higher
faith in our national destiny, unalraid
and resolute, The promotion of our
Government progran must come [rom
the people and this can come only
as a result of a sane and confident
attitude, Therefore let us emphasize
those things which make steadfast
patriotism, the highest conception of
Americanism, and [or the fortlication
of those ideals which have made
America what it is and what it must
remain, and 1o this end let us have
more music than ever belore, for it
unilies and inspires. Tt is really the
spiritual, patriotic bulwark of our land.

If our children are to face the greal
tomarrow music must be instilled intn
their early life. There are many ways
ol doing this. One is the Evening
Singing where the [amily gather
around a musical instrument and 1ify
their voices in song.  All it takes is
willingness and vision—Such experi-
ences bring a spiriteal influence into
the lives of the chiliven—call it love
ol home, inspiration, or spirit of play
—it is something parcnts and children
will remember when the family circle
widens or is hiroken,

WE CONFER ON READING

Pavents make great sacrifices 1o sce
that their children learn o el
Fhey  frequently overlook  the Tao
that the amporiant consideration is
s just wlimt children  read, lan
what do they veml. Many books are
actmally harmilul; sthers a pure wasie
o time, 11 s in the conent aml use
of reading matter thae the wal value
of reading lics. 1eis sefet is vead dha
alfeers growth and molds chamcner,

Anil so belore this is truly a liverae,
reading nation, public llwarics must
take their L‘igl]lfni place Tuside the
schools as a great educational agency,
Libwaries must be helped o bring
good books within easy reach of cvery
resitlent of every community, Al
what is more, be encouraged o de
velop o dynamic program to bring
these books into the conscinusness of
the community,

Books and public library service are
cssential as a continuation school ol
the qu}:h:', to help prepare lor de-
fense jobs and activities, Books amd
recreation provide a release from the
tension of the All-out delense effori.

The parent-teacher association can
do o great deal o help make people
conscious of the value of books and
reading and the importance ol dis-
crimination in reading. Parents and
teachers can lead in developing an
adequate pr m of service and sup.
port for public libraries in the presem
erisis, through study courses on e
guidance ol children's reading. aduli
guided reading courses, publicity and
support for the services and needs of
the puililic libvary.

THE PRESIDENT REPORTS
{Continued from Pq‘;-:f

ending April 15, 1841, Statistics recently compiled [rom the Summer-Round-Up
for 1940 give a splendid piciure of the progress of this nation-wide project in
raising the level of child health in America. Through it, an increasing num-
ber ol children throughout the United States were provided with physical
examinations and given medical treatment that insured them good health at
the start of the school year.

Anather llighl? significant project of the National Congress of Parents and
Teachers is the National Parent-Teacher magazine. With wholeness of purpese
and singleness of intention, the National Pavent-Teacher set out to do two
things. First, 1o give its readers a clear and broad vision ol all that pertains
to child rearing, family living, education, and home and school cooperation;
second, 1o give is readers a keencr grasp of the issues of the day and the hour.
On both these fronts the magazine has been voluble, [or to be silent in our
time would mean either that we have nothing w say or that we are not willing
to accept the responsibility for saying it

Whatever the political situation of the nation and the world may be, our
task remains the same; to safeguard childhood and youth. War or peace, it
is consistently our p o strive for a society in which children may be
wellborn, well (o, protected from disabling disease, and [rom exploitation,
in which happines and the opportunity for sell-realization is their heritage,
and in which lile is spiritually rich,
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PICTORIAL SUPPLEMENT . . . . . Boeston, Mauss., May 20, 1941

THE PRESIDENTS OF THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACIHERS

T vouws, left to righe: Mus, Tueooons W, Doy, 1897-1901; Mas, Faroesic Sconore, 19011920 Mms, Mivros P Hiooss, 1930192 Y saoml mows,
left oo righe: Mas. A. H. Reeve, 1923-1928; Mes, 5 M. N, Masns, 1928-1930; Mes. Huoon Baaorosn, 19 W19 phind mowe, beft o righs bas,
B, F. Lavoworruy, 1934-1937; Mes. |, K. Porrescn, 1937-1940; Mas, Winas Korroes, 1940
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SOCIAL HYGIENE

Again we have been caught shor
in our social hygiene accomplish-
ments. Already it is evident that our

drafices have not been well enough |

fortified with moral wraining, sex edu-
vation, healthy attitude toward par-
enthood and  vigorous recreational
outlets. Whatever has been our lack
let us correct it by acting nowl
Never has the U S, Public Health
had as courageous a program to elimi-
nate venereal diseases] Never has it so
penerously supplied the states with
money Tor that purposel Sowme aw
horities say that social hygiene edu
cation and the control of venereal
disvase are two different things—somu
say that social hygiene includes both
and more. It is a strategic time
and State Boards of Health and Stae
Departments of Education or both arc
being asked to include in their per-
sonmel and in their prograam some
well trained person who will work
definitely on social hygivne education.
This does not mean relinguishing

ciforts by parents nor curtailing at- |

wmpts by schools to integrate social
hygiene cducation in certain appro-
priate subjects, but it is a means o
cncourage PT.ALs to work [or some
well trained publicly financed person
whose entire job will be 1o tie up,
develop and further accepled social
hygiene plans.

The Public Health Service is de
voted largely to eradicating the von
creal diseases but social hygiene educa-
vion does much o build up charace
1o resist disease.

Social hygiene will be discussed
Wednesday morning at the joint con-
[erence on Art, Music, Reading and
Library Service, Reaeation and
Rural Service.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS—
T. V. SMITH

Three Levels of All-Out Defense

America might  achieve military
impregnability to lose other precious
things calling [or defense. 1t might
maintain a mental defense of freedom
under bondage, dreaming o be what
is no longer. But 1o maintain both its
morals and i1s morale, America must
go all-out for three-folid defense: Mil-
itary, Moral and Mental, Parents and
teachers stand midway between the
might of the military and the im-
potence ol childhonod, having raised
sons and daughters from  innocence
to be whatever life requires 1o carry
farward our tradition.

Military defense is the most odious
ol all forms of discipling 10 Amer-
icans. We have been peacelul people
asking of others only what we were
-.-.-iliinpi to give. This delense is neg:
ative, but imperative. There is prog-
ress, however, in refusing to slip back
into barbarism, when the undertow of
primitivism is  washing all banks
:lwil}'.

Maoral defense requires, that the
military know what it is lighting for
anid see that this thing is worth pre-
serving at whatever cost, Moral de-
fense requires also discipline to pre-
vent our making the Best the
encmy of the Better, and this means
the acceptance of a government in
which politicians may carry on, with-
ot 100 bitter blame {or imperfections,
their beneficient work.

AMental defense is the child's right
and in part the child’s contribution.
As we grow older and mure dogmatic,
we tend to tolerate only what is famil-
jar and 1o price only what is uselul
The child's activity should teach us
that the end of life is play, not work,
is varicty not dogmatic sameness,

{Continued on Page 4)

CONVENTION EXHIBITS

The exhibits of the State and Na-
tional Congresses on the mezzanine
lloor of the Hotel Statler add a color-
[ul note to our Convention. The
work of the Comgress is graphically
and very practically presented through
the media of posters, pictures, charts,
and publications. O special interest
to the delegates are procedure books
from several states. Many have been
browsing through them, comparing
notes, copying new procedures, and in
general having a very good time adding
1o their store of parenteacher Con-
vention knowledge. O equal interest
are the materials presented by na
tional chairmen dealing with the
committee work of the Congress.

There appears 1o be a siriking sim
ilarity in the subjects emphasized in
the exhibits. This similarity is evi-
denee of the systematic way in which
the total program of parent-teacher
work is being interpreted throughout
the entire country.

Recent publications of the Con
gress, including its official magazine,
the National Pavent-Teacher, veveal a
national point of view which serves
as the motivating [orce and pattern
for parent-teacher work.

HOMORARY OFFICERS

Mri, A, H. Resvs, Philadelphia, former presi-
dent of tha Mabionsl Congross and fral preal.
dent of the Intersational Federation of Home
and Sehool wai slected Honorary Prasident
and Min Ellen Lombard, Washington, D.C.
Honarary Wies Prasident of the Mationsl Con-
gram by the delegate bady at the genaral
saision Monday morning, Mr. E C. Masas,
Winchattar, Man, another Honorary Yice Prasi
dent b attending the convantion,
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HEALTH AND SUMMER
ROUND-UP OF CHILDREN

The eomference on Health and the
sunpmer Round-Up o the children
opened Tuesday afternoon by a pancl
iliscussion  in which leaders in  the
varions phases of child healtl will par-
ticipate,  Emphasis will be given o
the health and happiness o he ac
quired by children through the prac-
tice of good health habits and by
properly dcvclnriug their mental atti-
ides and guiding their personality
traits.

Ihe health of children is a front
line of defense, and steps that can be
taken to keep pace h'il]h our nation's
expanding  preparedness  program
through the promotion of the Sum-
mer Round-Up Campaign and other
parent-teacher health activities will be
tliscussed.

Remarks by the pancl discussants
will be followed I:}f npen discussion
from the floor making it El:ﬁ.iihlt for
more specific questions 1o be asked by
the delegates and answered by the
panel discussants.

REGISTRATION

At 5 o'dock Monday 873 delegates
had registered. Every state except
Hawaii was represented—hundreds of
blue and gold bouguets brightened
the comvention,

USHERS

Ushers Monday throughout the mersing and
alternoon sesiions were parenbtescher loaders
fram Lexington, Waltham, Arlingtos, and Hing-
ham Council, Monday avening the wihers ware
principaly and teachens from “Waltham, Lasing-
ten, and Arlington,

Pages for the day wers parest-teacher
leadars from Hingham Ceunecil,

OUR BABY STATE

“It's time to learn how o walk and
talk” thinks Pearl Baker, president of
our baby state, Nevada, Even though
this state just became a branch of the
National this year, it's making parent-
teacher history for there are lour dele-
pates in attendance,

“My P.T.A. experience is limited,”
says Mrs. Baker. Swudying her case
histery we find she has served as
president of a high school association
and president of a council. Seems a
lime background for her job as presi-
dent, “There are two Baker girls,
wide and joy of father and mother,

th graduate from High School on
May 28th. 1 shall not waste time get-
ting home because Father Baker is a
eaptain in the U, 8. Army, serving in
Haonalulu,

FROM THE GOVERNOR OF
MASSACHUSETTS A
GREETING

Uy conntry now has a single goal.
This nation stands commited 0 a
policy of aid o the democracies of
the world.

All of us are now obiligaed w serve
luyally the cause adopred by the ma-
jority of the American people. We
owe it 10 ourselves to stand as a
united people, a people who believe
in team-play, the understanding and
appreciation of men [vr one another.

Education is a vital [acior in prep-
aration for citizenship and the duties
which citizenship involves in  this
critical period. I [eel that there is an
unwritten Bill of Duties for every
parent and every teacher,

We are arming today o protect
those ideals which have served as a
cahesive influence in this nation for
over a century and a hall, National
unity based upon freedom has not,
we recognize, been wholly  accom-
plished.

United homes are the first step to-
ward a united nation. Good home
lile builds character. The home is
the primary school of lile. Parents
are the first line of our delense.

Our schools provide the greatest
medium for promoting complete un-
derstanding of our nation and all
that she represents. The teachers of
America are a part of our army of
defense. As our young men go into
military encampments, each teacher
in her elass room will teach, regard-
less of grade, regardless of subject, the
meaning of American Democracy, and
those ideals for which our American
Republic  was  established,  Our
schools are the training camps of
LENTOTTON .

Parcnts and teachers! That is a
partnership which holds the key 1o
the future of our country.”

From Gov, LEVERETT S T0%8TALL

Douglas A, Thom,
MDY, Professor of Pay-
ihfniry, Tults Medlical
Schaoal: Dircctor ol
Habit Clinic (e clifld
guldance sloce 1921,
President of the Mas.
Society lor Mental HF-
glene,  Participant in
panel: “Roll @l a
the Hearth™,

Humwand V' Funk Viee
Presilent o il ™a
vt Comgiess.  Prin:
wipal ol Buasville
jlln:’m Higl. wise ol
the lwesi hnown schools
i America.  He is ol
present, chairman  of
the commiiles e our-
relate parent  tvacher
artivitics  Tor  alewoe:
Tacy.

WHO BELONGS?
Membership in a Congress Parent-
Teacher Association  offers oppor-
tunity, privilege and responsilality
[or every adult 1o participate in a
tion-wide program for every childd.
An increase in membership is indica-
tive of an increase in adult interest
1o safeguard tomorrow by safeguard-
ing today's children and youth. The
guin of over 100,000 memberships
during the current school year which
provides a nation-wide membership
of approximately two and one hall
million is a response o a call w ar.
for the deflense of the nation’s greatest

asset—its children and youth.

(Conlinued rom Page 3)

We nust delend the instistions
upon which free childhood rests.
This defense, as we have argued, re-
guires political tolerance and civil
maorale—and at the presen lln[lappf
juncture af events grave military read-
iness. This we will no fully provide
through thick and thin unlos we dis
cern how superior mimd is 1o the mil-
itary, how desirable lecway is through-
out the whole of lile. As this is the
century of the child so it is the tme
for parents and teachers 1o keep [resh
the lesson ol the child, thar imagina-
tion is a thing final in value, tha

rugged  individualism  cag happily
exist mentally long  altes [reinaLs

bodily, We move now indeed 1o e
fend ourselves against 1he high-aen
sional thought and action whichin Ger-

| many wrns play into drill, in Russia

turns education into indoctrination,
tirns barier into buccancering, turns
courage intoe sadistic celiv, o
escipe these is worthy of all-oan de.
femse.  Our final unity of all three
levels of defense is found in the in-
tegrity and comtenument of the mind
which lowves  frecdom, which  lives
Ireetn, which enjoys in iwsell ihe
lullness of [reedom,




Ferty-fifth Annual Convention
HATIOHAL CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS

CONVENTION YEWS-

Convention Theme: Modern Problems in Community Living

Vol 12=HMe. 3 Boston, Massachaseth Wednesday, May 21, 194]

“AMERICKS CHILDREN, AMBRICYS NEIRS”

FROM THE TOWHN MEETING

v gt a gl job, o have some
tlecent fun, o marry anid have a fam
re il neels which our

BANQUET SPEAKER | 15 EDUCATION MEETING

ihenselves put s, They are
anlly & complete list ol needs, as
aglulis are likely o i|'||.r'r|_|r|': them,
re, for example, is any menton
of spiritual values, nor of b
: in a new generation,

e old, or of getting
3 | and intelligent
citizenship in our democracy.

Young poople now go o college or
Mg as o resili ol their families’

i, -._;>i|-
ient and leisure. Let us
[ormulate a program in ouf comemu
nities for the solution of the prob
lems.

“Americ

an Youth bLelieves in the

Limited Suanes of America and i
fuiture of youtls in this country. 7
arc literally dosens of youth move
status or of social pres menis in Awmerica; which i certainly
which they feel themselves 1o be Hugh Mearns better than o develop a single na
r, dquite as ofven as because of | 4 vignal youtly movement s devised in
wn specinl abilities or interests, o _.\..?. I."r* Undersy. ; >
choane or do not choose. vocas The Creatior Adult
programs o similay g_rmlnrh.

pist e set clown on the red ink
sitle of the ledger that we have not
et ey d any systematic or com-
prehemsive plan for sceing o it that
ung poople gei the right

Enrope "

When youth step into life they
should be preparcd o meet the com
plexities of a social system ever in
creasing in its demands on the emo
tions and on the intclleot of the fndi
vidual, A libkeral educaiion incledes
jreparati lor jobs.” They do not 'II!'III-lc I:I"::‘:;!.III.II:II- ':cdrl'_ il ”I‘c I:'““'I
knisw whan kind of jobs are available SML O BIj PRI CLIRIDAICS

] the possibilities of a liberal educa
where to look for them; they get AT THE TOWHN MEETING e wi k Y
+ My n o, Men miust possess marketable
jots which they eventually do get at kil and ariiuds It of il
rundlom or by accident; they have no ¥ I!" ¥R BILIAKRORS WS B PRELILEL 1 Tieen)
i of how o make the most cilucational experience :.n_.l _mrn-;:,.
ce they get it and they must furnish the individual ""-':.J" Ll
themachves Trastrateed In - thair opportunity to market those skills ancd
wl hge for whitecollar |JJ.I:I'| attitucles.  Fundamental changes are
which cither do not exist or are be nectled in AT education in
vond the reach of young people of ovdes: U the objectives be aitakied
iheir alility o irining. a & “It s essential, oo, thar the pur

Our elducational program has not pases ol education be tramslated into
ver been succensful in providing young :'{“""“__”F_' whatever happens :“""{"
peopls with  any  discriminating the I':l"""f'“-"" of ."h"-' schools be re-
standards of enjoyment. The books flecied in the emerging product. Indi
amil agasine thal young people read viduals must be better for hi'\'l.l'l%lhi.ll:
in greatest numiber, the kind of movies the advantage of school and college.
they see. the radia programs  they Society must be h:i_lrrl because An
listen 10 most frequently, all reflect Diran, Cirmdwale School of Edwoetiss, cated men compose it

{Continurd &n Page 1) Hasward Undversity A, G, Grack

A NEW ENGLAND TOWN MEETING

Fravcis Spaulding
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OUR GUEST FROM SOUTH AMERICA

Marls Marchant Blguelmes e Gonzales ¥Vefn
is simdylog ot Columble Universliy under mm
Eschangs Fellowship for e Promailon of
Culturnl Helntlons. She has hsd varied teach-
Ing experlences Including that of rofesser af
Bpaileh In the Unlied States and Prefesser of
English, Psyehology and Pedogogy In her
nailve coumiry, Chile,

Mrs. Dlie Conmalea Verm paslsied wlih the
orgadileatlon of the Fedagogleal Instliule,
filledd il Chaly of General Methodology, amd
lims merved ns midyvlser of fechnicnl education
for women In Venesuels; and has glven les-
fures In varlous parts of the Unlled Siates an
femlilins metlvliles, student actlon, and other
eulimral subjects with refersnce fo Chils, Bhs
holds gradunts degress from Celembla Ul
versliy, New York Clty.

Members of the [amily must regard
vach other as individuals each of
whom has his own aspirations and
ideals. Creative thinking is not limited
o adults. Members of the family must
find each other's purposcfulness, so
that individual differences may be
coalesced in a common purpose. Only
by this unity can the family progress.

SENORA MARIA MARCHANT

DE GONZALEZ-VERA

DISCUSSANT

Joanna Colcord
Direcior, Ruwell Sage Foundation

= ———

To the Prevdent of the United Siafer
The White Howie,
Warhimgten, D. C.

From old Fanewil Hall, historic shrine of American liberty and freedom, the dele-
gates gathered in the forty-fifth Annual Convention of the Natonal Comngrens of Parenu
and Teachers representing as you pointed cut millions of parents and teschers, wisth ta
express their profound apprecistien of your mewage with it recognition of cur work
and of our respomiibility., In this hour of perl to our nation and to our democratic
way of life, wo beliave that we may be able to lighten your heavy burdes by our heart-
felt assurance that today, as nmever before, parents snd teachers are keenly aware
of the forces of evil which menace our cherlihed Freedems and that they stand shoulder
te shoulder ready o do all within their power to defend these fresdoma.

On this histeric ground, hallawed by the struggles of the founders of this nation
we, pareats and teachers, dedicate curselves anew to the ideals they promulgsced o &
sartled world. We pledge our wholehearted efforts to prepare the generations intrusted
to our care o that they will be equipped to discharge intelligently and faithfully the
social and civic responsibilitios invalved in democratic living.

MRS, WILLIAM KLETZER, Presidest
Mational Congress of Parents and Teachers

ilies in keeping “family record books"
with the objectivesi—l. Interest the
child in accomplishments of lorebears
—2. Arouse child to wvalue of con-
tributing to the good life of the com-
MLy,
birth
school records, ancestors, accomplish-
ments or family record of all mem-
bers.

a uwsable, beautiful place for every
member of the family 1o play and to
help
stay together.
in cach community participating, and
ribbon  awards given fori—1, back-
yard, meeting needs of all members
of the family—2, greatest beauty de-
veloped for least expenditure—3, de- |
gree of family participation and re- |
sponsibility—

THE HIGH SCHOOL P.T.A.
LEADS

he aimes of the modern highschool
are the promotion ol individoal -
tiative, the acceptance ol responsi
bility, an cmphasis upon group as well
s individual needs, the stressing of
vocational aspects of education, andl
the cffort o extend service of the
sthool into the community itself,

Youth in our complicated society
has to make complicated adjustments
with regand o avocation, marriage,
place in the community, life philos
oply.  We can aid litle in helping
with such decisions except in so [ar
as we teach children how o choose
wisely.  Parents and teachers can
show by r.':»;;ll:llplc as well as precept
the value of pliability, the possibilivy
of constructive effort, the advantage
of opportunity rather than static se-
| curity, the benefits of a sense of humor,

amil the necessity for a true sense of

proportion — secing  things from  the
ur:gﬁ: af eternity.

Neighborliness which has meant so
much in our American life is now
endangered by modern  aspeets of
living.

STATE PROJECTS

A state wide effort 1o interest [am-

Books
certificates,

contain—
records,

usually
church

Back Yard Play—Why—to make

familics play together — thus

A contest 15 conducted

PANEL PARTICIPANT

Realizing that there may be marked
| differences bewtween  the  views ol
mother, father and the growing chil-
dren, we are unlikely to reach a state
ol democratic living until they can all
live together, cach member [ree to ex-
press himsell according to his own
talents wmdl where even the younger
children in the family may find oppor-
tunity o help form the pattern ol
family life.

W, W. Bauer, M.D.
Direcior, Rureau of Health Education, Awmer-
tean Medical Adssociation

THURSTON
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HOME THE CORNERSTONE |

“Home is the eornerstone of democ
racy”, said Ermest G. Osborne, and
wientioned  several lactors that may
b subotaging its possible contribue
tioms to democratic living.

"We  must  consider”,  he  said,
“whether rigid discipline, which is
Leing demanded by a small group,
would bring desired resulis. 1T we
tlesire an intelligent and independent
adulthood for our yvouth, must we
alwavs  control, censor, amd  direct
them, or should we, instead, help them
t make right choices? Il we expect
to live in a democracy, must we not
teach our children the way of demo-
cratic living?™

He pointed out that there are many
places where poverty prevents real
family life, and stated that community
agencics should provide programs for
the whole family, as oo littde auen-
tion is given o the value of lamily
experiences.

Dr. Usborne approved of mothers
who find opportunities for construc
tive work outside the home as a legi-
timate  outlet  for  superabundant
CICTiy.

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE

Mrs. Lawrence Wood Robery, Jr.,
gramddavghter of Mrs. Alice Me
Lellan  Birney, co-founder of the
National Congress of Parents and
Teachers, is a visitor at the Conven-
tion, participating in the Founders
Day Conference. Mrs. Robert brings
the news that a national memorial o
Mrs. Birney, erected by the parent-
teacher membership of all the states,
will be unveiled at Marietta, Georgia,
next spring.

INSTITUTE ON PROFESSIOMAL RELATIONS
Cne State Reports

Every teacher problem is a cvic
problem, therefore attendance and
sarticipation in an Institute on Pro-
L‘ssinnal Relations by parents and
other citizens is an area for coopera-
tion on the part of parent-teacher
awsociations. The parents note how
teachers may achieve worthwhile suc-
cesses by discussing their problems;
the teachers appreciate the interest of
parents and citizens in conditions in
cilucation. This Flw:l. emphasis to the
teacher-public relationship to prepare
children and youth for creative cie
iszcnship and social mindedness in a

democratic sodety.

RURAL AMERICA

Increasing awareness of the need for
a progrom of total delense is making
rural workers earry on with greater
zeal and determination the association
program embarked upon at the begin-
ning of the present three-year admin-
istration,

Fortunately the White House Con-
ference of 1940 brought wogether a
wealth of detail pointing out the weak
spots in rural life as they bear upon
the wellare of the whole child and all
the children, and of even greater im-
port are the recommendations which
translate the hindings into things to
be done. Some of the work may be
carried through by individual local
units, and other phases ol the work
must E:aw: L'Eill.ll][}', state or nation
wide approach, but even these latter
depend upon the sympathetic under-
standing and cooperation of local peo-
ple and organizations,

As contrasted with its urban coun-
terpart, the rural school holds a
unigue position as the center of the
community's life, as well as a par
ticularly dominant “influence in the
life of I{I'Jl;‘ child. Looking toward the
goal of equality of educational oppor-
tunity, rural associations are stressing
the need for Leter rural teachers,
teachers who touch not only the
school lile of the child, but also other
phases of his life, whether directly or
mdirectly, through leadership exerted
in the community,

While conscious of the peculiarly
important role of youth in a delense
rogram, rural associations are not
osing sight of the continuing vitally
important interrelationthips of youth
and the community. Having in the
past given most of their atention to
children, in the past year or so prob-
ably no one feld has known more
time, thought and actual achievement
than that of the interests of rural
youth.

USHERS

Parent Teacher leaders from Saugus,
Haverhill, Hingham, Braintree Coun-
cils served as wshers during the day
on Tuesday; in the evening ushers
were leading men from Pembroke,
East Weymouth, South Weymouth,
Braintree, Watertown, Waltham and
North Andover,

'ages Tor the day came from Lex-

ington, Hingham, West Newbury and
Cohasset.

NATIONAL CHAIRMEN

Mrs. George E, Calvert

“Education for
Home and Family
Life"

Mlra. Fred AL Raymand

“Programs and
Founders Day”

Dr. Lillian 8. Swuith

“Health and Sum-
mer Round-Up of
the Children"

Misg Charl O, Williams

“School Educa-
tion"”

W, E. Rosenstengel

“Mation Pictures
and Visual
Education™
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Howard ¥, MeClusky

Awociate Director, American Youth Commis-
st of the dmerivan Council on Education.

EXCERPTS

A larger proportion ol our youth
are in school than ever before, so
whatever good the school achieves is
maore widely distributed, today.

More schools are successfully intro-
ducing a liberating clement of respon-
sible frecdom based on a fundamental
respect for persons.

In comparison with [ormer decades,
classrooms are more friendly, learning
is more of an adventure, teachers and
administrators are better trained, the
curriculum is becoming more respon-
sive to the needs of youth and society,
and a beuer relation exists between
the school and the community.

We are in a period of great emer-
gency.  Billions of dollars will be
poured into delense. Some reduction
in normal expenditures will be in-
evitable.

We must register our protest against
any disposition to take the cost of
guns and airplanes out of the budget
for the education and care of our
young people. 'We must protect our
educational gains,

Greater advance must be made in
education to meet the needs of youth
—negro and white—rural and urban—
far effective citizenship, economic se-
curity, spiritual enrichment.

FIRST AID

The Red Cross First Aid Station in
the Assembly Room is provided by
the DBoston Hrunpol[un Chapter.
‘The nurse in charge is Mrs. LaForest
McCausland of Wollaston, who has
volunteered her services for the dura-
tion of the Convention.

HOME |5 PEOPLE

The most distinetive change that
has taken place in the American fam-
ily in modern times is a shrinking in
size. As a result mothers have a larger
amount of leisure, and in many cases,
years ol freedom Trom direct aten-
tion to the daily cire of childven. 1
mothers hold their own in under-
standing current allairs and in sharing
conununity responsibility they must
follow husbands and children into the
comanunity. It is in lact only as we
take part in the civie aml wellare
work of the community that most of
us cian know and appreciate what our
citizenship means, As parents we are
chiclly interested in the schools and
other agencies that serve our own
children directly. But we can get the
best of these agencies only when we
take the trouble 1o see what they are
doing—or should be doing—=lor other
people’s children — with whom ours
will have w live. "This means becom-
ing informed on the methods and
purposes of all agencies which we
maintain w serve the community,
their relationship o cach of us as a
citigen  or  as  homemaker,  their
methods of operation, and the chan-
nels through which we may work ow
our common desires and communicate
them 1o our officials.

Home is people—not a place or a
house or the land—just people. 1l
the Family is really the threshold of
democracy as it has been designated,
then we must help by every means
available to make the pefsons in it
live democratically.

Mus. Sipowie MaTsNer GRUENBERG

THE HOT LUNCH PROGRAM

Better health, better appearance,
bewer attendance, better work habits,
improved scholarship and a general
uplift of child aptitudes are among
the benefits derived [rom  regular
school lunches. State and City De-
partmenis of Health, Agricultural
Extension Service, the W.P.A. the
N.Y.A. have cooperated with the

PT.A. 1o feed more than five million
school children cach day at the pres
ent time, and it is estimated that at
least six million will have shared in
the benelit of the school lunch before
the end of the present year,

THE KEYNOTE

“Increasing  criticism  of  teachers
and  textbooks, of curriculum  and
budgets, is bringing o is culmination
the greatest educational crisis ever
faced in the United States”™, declared
Donald DuShane, President of the
Mational Education Association, amd
superintendent of schools at Colum
bus, Indiana.

The most serious of these, he said,
are the attacks upon teacher loyaly,
which would be alarming, if (rue, b
are neither wrue nor justified. 1 have
yet 1o And an authenticated case of
subversive teaching either in our pulb
lic school or 1eacher wraining institu-
tions,” he declared. “The teaching
profession is loyal o democracy and
utterly opposed 1o the destruction of
our liberties and of our way of life.
Unjust attacks are spreading, and are
causing serious injury to Aumerican
cilucation through the destruction of
public confidence in, and support of,
our schoals and weachers”,

Dr. DuShane appealed for support
of the minimum wage law, ol wacher
tenure, in preventing reductions in
education budgets.

“The resulis of budget cuts are seen
in overcrowded  classrooms, elimina:
tion of important subjects, unjust dis-
charge of teachers, and the destruc
tion of teacher morale. Serious injury
to our schools at this tme”, he said,
“would be a public disaster of the
first order.”

He concluded, “Any tIr_'||.:u-rr;Lr:|, 1
matter how  strong  the armament,
which [ails 1o provide for the effective
education of its people, is doomed 10
ultimare and utter destruction. Edu-
cation is still the only long time
defense™.

TOWN MEETING

(Continued from Page 1)

preferences on which the school pro-
gram scems o have had little in-
fluence.”

Our educational program has made
only a beginning in mecting the prob-
lem ol establishing homes of their
own for youth. For the largest num-
ber, however, the only direct prepara-
tion they receive is [rom the school
The problem of making a home
which will be pleasant in spirit as
well as in material comflorts, or of
bringing up children who will have a
fair start in the world, are problems
which are largely lelt 1o ake care ol
themselves.




Pebruary 2L, 192.

Dear Uisa ¥111iama:

Thank you so much for jour
letter and the material which you eo—
clossd., It was very interesting and
I think you are dolng socs fine work.

Very sincerely jours,

I lilss Charl Urmond .illliams
Director of Fleld sService

Notional sducation .ssocistion
ol the United States,

1201 3ixteenth street; [.
.ashington, L. C.
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A f
¥ra, Franklin D. Roosevelt ‘l’\ B .ﬂ
The White House ;1 1, (¢
Yashington, D. C. i \ ok &

Dear Wrs. Roosevalty i

If you ean find the time to glance through this maverial I believe iz
will hearten you to know that in 1958 I began at Peabody College in
Nashville an Institute on Professional Relaticons, a conference desigmed
to give teachers practice in the democratic process which we are now
fighting a world war to preserve. In my field, we have talked much about
education for democracy and democracy in education, but too often we have
rendered 1lip service only. To quote from Dr, Lyon's enclosed article,
"schools - frequently the worst offenders of all - have been veritable
citadels of autocracy."

I have marked some passages that are at the root of this whole idea which
you will see in Dr. Campbell's artvicle has spread from coast to coast,
140 Institutes having been held since the first one. The goeing has not
been easy, I can assure you, but I have steadily worked on for I am sure
I am on vhe right track.

The "question-and-answer guide" for the directors of these Institutes is
being sent to five hundred leaders in teacher education instituticns from
coast to ceast, as well as to every state superinuendent of education,
the secretary of every state education association, the president of
every state congress of parents and teachers, and to all the officers
and state directors of the National Education Association. I hope you
will not overlook the quotation which I picked up from your speech at

the dinner of the American Council on Educatien not long ago. What you
are saying for socclety as a whole aptly applies to the teaching profes-
slon itself, so I placed it on the very first page.

My hope is that in the years ahead teachers will be so educated, and
schools so supervised and administered, that teachers will function
easily and effectively within their profession and with the public,

I have included in this bulky package to you some reprints from state
education association journals just to let you see how widespread is
the interest in these Institutes. There is nothing that I want you to
do about this material - I just want you to know about it.

Faithfully yours,

Charl Ormend Williams
Director of Field Service
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A February 19,1042

Dear Inatituvte Director:

The enclosed bulletin was written in an effort to answer more definitely
#some of the queations that have baen coming to us during the past four
yoars, Wa hope you will find it readable and useful and will make it
immadiately available to the membera of your faculty upon whom you will
call for asaistance in the Institute,

The bulletin was written as an asplification eof "Briefl Outline of Pro-
cedures in Organizing an Institute on Professional Relations," sent to
you last year, In the attached draft you will find some new material
and some of the old, written in a mors attractive form.

¥We shall probably want to revisc this materinl again next year. II
you can find time to write us your reaction to it; we shall be happy
indeed to have your suggestions and criticisms nnd shall study thom
carefully with a viéw toward improving still more next-year's draft.

You will be interested in the enclessd reprint from the journal ol the
Naticnal Education Assoclation: "Professional Relations,” by Dr. Deak
L- 5. Campbell, who directed the Peabody Institutes on Profassional Hela-
ticons im 1930, 1940, and 1941. [Dr. Campbell's article serves to point
the direction in whieh the Institutes are moving and to bolster our
faith that professional and public relaticns will evontually become a
part of the year-round program of teachor—education institutions:)

We are sager to know just how your Institute plans are progressing.
Won't you write us about any early steps you have takan? This war
situatieon ealls even more strongly than ever befero for such confer-
encesy for if wo win the war and lose the domocratie process, wo shall
have fought in wain, But, since the war makes human relationships wvastly
pmore polgnant and important, there is every chance —- if we direct

our enexgies in the right channols — to find cur democracy atrength-
ened immensurably at the end of the present conflict. With thosa
thoughts in mind, we are strossing the work of the Institutes, in the
firm conviction that we are on the right path,

Sincerely yours,

A (O mrile L) ilarrs
Charl Ormond Williams
Direator of Flold Sarvice
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PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS

[ 4 INCREASING PRESSURES On every
A- hand and upon every aspect of
our lives emphasize the impor-
tance of high professional standards on
the part of teachers, it is encouraging o
see many evidences of increased effonis
of teachers to meet these demands,
During the past four years a special
type of effort has developed under the
designation, Institutes on Professional

Relations, These institutes have been
held an the campuses of 75 colleges and
universities in a8 scattered states. Re-
purrts oof their work have been circulated
thru the NEA Joursar, the state edu-
eational journals, and other publications,

Programs of the institutes have heen
somewhat varied, Characteristic of our
American way of doing things, these
institutes have stimulated a grear deal of
discussion, some of which would seem
tar e of little value, However, there seem
to be positive vilues w justify the efforts
that hive been put forth,

LOne result of the institutes, particu-
Larly in theose institutions where three or
four have been held, is the development
uf an awareness that mere theorizing
abaut the professional relutions of teach-
ers pets nowhere. Altho one of the aims
or ohjectives of these institutes is 1o
demucratize the profession, many of the
carlier institutes consisted mainly of lec-
tures and addresses. These were de-
signed 1o stimulate enthusizsm on the
part of teachers for higher professional
standards. Ethical considerations were
prominent. However, not until the pro-
grams began 1o give primary considera-
tion to the day-today problems of the
individual teacher did the institutes

really begin to become effective.

As the institutes developed from year .

tu year, it became increasingly apparent
that higher institutions engaged in the
education of teachers were overlooking
certain essential aspects of teacher edu-
cation, They were not providing oppaor-
tunities for vital experiences with pro-
Fessionul problems which students might
expect to encounter as teachers and the
possible bases upon which solutions
might be made. The extent to which
this condition prevailed varied, of course,
among different institutions.

© Along with the growing consciousness

of this state of alfairs, the programs of
the institutes were modified. They be-
came less formal, More provision was
made for informal discussion of specific
problems that arise during the course of
the day's work, Undergraduate students
assumed a larger place, In one of the
141 institutes | George Peubody College
fur Teachers| the entire program was
built around o group of undergraduates
browght together from Aty higher in-
stitutions. The usual order of profes-
sional program was reversed. Instead of
speeches by scholars and experts, these
young people were given the main place
on the program. They were given the
appurtunity to ask experienced teachers
about any problem which concerned
them. Some of the questions were about
things which would ordinarily be con-
sidered so insignificant that they would
never receive consideration in a public

DOAK 5. CAMPRELL

Dean of the Groduate School, George
Peabody College for Tenchers, D,
Coampbell  direcred  the Peabody ln-
sfitutes on  Professional Relations in
1939, 1940, and 1941, Jn September
1941 he became president of the Flarida
Srare College for Women,

program, but they had a value for those
young tc:lchrrs-in-trilin'mg. :
A he results were wholesome fur hath
the participants and for the institutions
which they represemed. It should he
acldded that m the college where this in-
stitute wis held, professional relations
have gradually tended o hecome a pan
of the year-round program, Thus, the
Institute of Professional Relations, for-
merly a special type of educational mect-
ing, has become a sort of culmination of
the year's activity, a goal that was o
part of the vison of early leaders. This
is the direction in which reicher-cduca-
tiom institutions may well move,

HISTORY and HIGHLIGHTS

OF Four Years of Work with Institutes on Professional anl Public Welations

ANEEPT:-—-PHM&' relations of teachers have o better chance of sucereding
©if built upon sound professisnal relations. The Institutes on Professional nad for
Public Relations were organized to focus attention on these important relatian-
ships of teachers and o point the way for their improvement,
AIMS:—To unify the prafession; to democratize the profession; te make the
profession intelligently articulate on its problems.
HISTORY : “1938—First Institute on Professional Relations held in Tuly at
George Peabody College [or Teachers. Cooperating: Peabody College, the Ten.
nessee Education Assocition, the Tennessee Congress of Parents and Teachers,
and the Naticnal Education Association, Participating: representatives of the
professions of medicine, law, ministry, Wibrarianship, and education. Kesults:
the setting up of a yardstick for measuring a profession.

1939—Thirty-four Institutes held in 11 states, Kentucky and West Vieginia

leading with eight ench, Ender

sement: by the National

ducation Association

at its annwal convention of “the mave for Institutes of Professional Relations to
train teachers in the following relationships: [a] reacher-student, [b] teacher-

profession, and [c] teacher-public”

1940—Fifty Institutes held in 20 states, 27 of these vither secand or third
Institute, Trends: [1] noticeably higher participating percentages; [2] campus
leaders employed to much greater extent; [3] growth of long-range planning,

with seversl

ectors reporting plans drafted a whole year in

advance

1941 —Fiftyfive Institutes devoted to Professional and/or Public Relations

held in 25 states, 35 of these hol,
Virginia leading in numbers for b

second, third, or jourth conferences, West
year,

Trends: @ continuation of 1940

trends, with the addition of: (4] emphasis on the desirability of an intensive,
e program of professional and public relations with the Institute as

the culmination of ench year's work,

gEHHARY: Du:.n gdud af fowr years, 140 fastitutes on Professional and /o

p H s
ational Congress of Parents
of public instruction;

!Lmlblﬂﬂl‘::j

atates from Fermont to Arizona and from Oregon to
and teachers in attendance ar summer
colleges or universities; at lrast 30 secretaries
ucation assaciations; 15 or more presidents of state branches of the
Teachers; at
Education

Amsociation f
18 or more officers and members of the headguarters staf,
—Cuant, Onmonn Wisaams, NEA Directar of Field Serviee
e by Bubirrnintiod

least .Ié state superinfendents

thru 3 or more




Training In Democratic Living

By RALPH M. LYON

Furman Universit}f

INCREASINGLY we are becoming
aware of the fact that democracy
cannot be regarded exclusively as a po-
litical affair. The methods of our busi-
ness, the character of our church ac-
tivities, the organization and direction
of our recreation, the administration of
our schools, the mode of our family
life—all definitely affect our actions in
political relationships.

In turn, political behavior has its
repercussions upon other types of en-
deavor. As Dewey says in Freedom
and Cultwre, "The problems of free-
dom of cooperative individualities is
then a problem to be viewed in the con-
text ol the culture. The state of the
culture is a state of interaction of many
factors. . . " Of necessity therefare,
we are forced to regard democracy as
a “way of life," “a means of associated
living," in which all of the areas of
human activity react upon each other.
And we have learned that discussions
of democracy without reference to the
application are rather barren exercises,

heory and action must be married,
clse there will be little change in be-
havior patterns,

Desmocratic PrincirLes

In fact, leadership is conceived as
getting a following : the cffective officer
or chairman is one whose group carries
out his program without question be-
cause they like or respect him.

I A dishonest or “loaded” conference
method is employed by teachers and
school officials in the name of democ-
racy. And “planted speeches” take the
place of genuine and spontaneous dis-
cussion and action upon the vital issues
which affect a group. The notion that
democracy is not merely a matter of
majority vote but is a shared or pooled
decision in which the best thinking and
gela.nning of all is considered has rarely

en heard, much less practiced,

! It is evident to those who work with
groups that the average person is not
particularly interested m democratic
procedures and is unwilling to follow
the hard road that leads to real free<
dom, At least three factors account for
this situation: inertia, lack of experi-
ence in group participation, and vested
interests,

Decisions

It is easier to allow the president or
chairman to make decisions for the
members, "Mr, Jones will speak for
our group” and “Mr. Brown can best

he undemoeratic character of many'
of our agencies and institutions has Tepresent us” are statements that re-

not until lately been borne upon our
consciousness, but it is now patent
among students of society, at least, that
our actions in every-day-relationships
are in considerable measure a denial of
democratic principles. We know that
parents have usually made decisions
regarding all phases of family life,
that the staff in some New York or
Washington office has planned to the
minutest detail the club program for
Podunk, that social service groups fol-
low rigid outlines which have
formulated by an outside expert, that
business often operates upon the pat-
tern of the plantation overlord, and
that schools—frequently the worst of-
fenders of all have been veritable cita-
. dels of autocracy.
% Institutions are organized and run as
an gnd in themselves rather tha
means of human growth and develop-
ment, Few leaders the phi-
y of the Great Teacher who re-
. when chided by sticklers for
ceremony and tradition, that “the Sab-
bath was made for man, not man for
the Sabbath,"

veal a failure of group members to as-
sume responsibility for democratic ac-
tion. People are accustomed to having
someone else think for them, and they
are usually satished with such an ar-
rangement,

It is not difficult to explain the
sons for lack of experience in parti
pation. Every group has one or t
members who express themselves
fluently and think more quickly thah
the others. At first they speak to avoid
embarrassing silence; gradually th
feel that others will not or cannot EE
press themselves, They begin to assume
more  res ility for formulating
goals until there comes a time when'
he(y enter the meeting with plans made
:: o

rehand, with no room

te, mpectlng the group to answer
mgy “yes” or “no”,

n the meantime, the “silent ma-

jority" responded to the of the

chairman before

to te,
their thoulhuwgm developed to
the point of expression, the few have
oken up, seemingly more effectively
Gradually these {

narticulate mem-\ the past four*yea

Lers luse the eagerness to share in the
decisions and sit waiting for the others
to speak. Often they are thinking well,
and "the meeting out on the steps” is
productive of better ideas than the dis-
cussion inside,

But a feeling of futility and inferi-
urity holds them quiet in the large as-
sembly. The persons who are in con-
trol and who desire to maintain the
stefus quo form the vested interest
group that would be cramped by real
democracy. “The great mass of folks
won't do an{‘lhing. If you want action,
you must bring it about yourself,"
“Why have a committee meeting ? We
know what's best for the teachers ' are
comments which indicate the unwill-
ingness of favored groups to allow the
rank and file to participate in a pro-
gram,

LespErs

Obviously demoeratic leaders must
do more than give an opportunity for
sanction. They must develop tech-
niques for helping people who are
timid, inexperienced, and dominated to
take an active part in their common af-
fairs. Those who are consciously try-
ing to help democracy grow in this
country must realize that the task de-
mands leaders who will encourape,
guide, urge, and “'so set the stage" that
all members will come to participate
and will know that their opinions will
be seriously considered. Few of us
know much regarding the practice of
democracy because we lack the knowl-
edge of its essentinl characteristics and
we have had such little experience in
its application, but we can learn, And
herein lies the fundamental task of
modern American education.

It appears that the job of helping
people run their own affairs and de-
velop ways and means of democratic
Iivinﬂ; so difficult and time consum-
ing that schools and colleges, if they
take their verbal fessions seriously,
should have on staff some official
;hme Eun;;:tim is that of c:;ull;l:ﬂy

ecking the entire program of the in-
stituli:rf on the score of democratic
participation. And youth and adult
education programs must be staffed
members who not only see the theoreti-
cal implications of democratic living
but can guide citizens into activities

increasingly democratic.

The philosophy of the pre-\
ceeding article, published in
SOUTH CAROLINA EDUCATION, De-
cember 1941, is in line with
the philesophy and techniques
of Institutes on Professional
Relations, 140 of which have
been held in 28 states m}
ra,
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The Principal Builds Professional Relation

Maron A. Stratton -

CUhairman, Professional Belarions Division, DESP and Directer of Elementary Edueation,
Atlantic City, New Jersey

On American education falls today the breath-taking task of stemming the
tide of tyranny and of keeping, amid worldwide destruction, the spirit of
democracy. But in a task so momentous we are likely to fAounder with the
very bigness of perspective, What can any one of us do? Where can we begin?

We have long said that the principal is in a key position since he, as adminis-
trator and supervisor, stands midway between the administrative forces and
the students, and between the teacher and the public. Today we can say
that the principal is in a key position for another reason: in the unit of which
he is a part, democracy can be lived much better than it can be taught,

In the insistent call today Lo every American citizen to win the war aml
to keep our democracy for which we are fighting, the million teachers which
the nation has been training through the years ought, better than any other
group, to be able to mobilize themselves and find avenues fur further service.
They have been serving the public for a long time, and, through the children,
are reaching into almost every home in the nationeTul are we a unified group,
and iz it easy to mobilize our profession? Do we really understand the ways
of democracy in our professional life? Will it be easy to find a niche in which
to lead or to follow, as wisdom or necessity may dictate?

The great hue and cry now being raised about public relations gives emphasis
to the fact that we have not evolved a philosophy and technigue for working
with the public which we serve. And, although evidence is not needed to show
that we as a profession are neither unified nor democratized, 1 cite you tn
an article by Dr, J. B, Edmonson in School end Socicty of February 15, 1941,
entitled “Our Divided Profession,” in which he deplorez the conflicts hetween
the many levels and interests in education,

There was never a time in the history of the profession when we needed so
much to be a unified, closely knit organization, working easily and naturally
through democratic procedures in order to reach our objectives. But the plain
truth is that we are inept at organization. It s not difficult 10 understand the
reason because onganizations of teachers have not yel outgrown their unpap-
larity within or without the profession.

Every teacher, whether he recognizes it or not, is involved in three rela-
tionghips: his relationship with his students; his relationship with his prafession:
his relationship with the public. But training for the second and thinl of
these has been somewhat neglected. An eflfort i now being made through
Institutes on rofessional and/or Public Relations to direct the attention aof
teachers and public alike (o the two neglected relationships. Here is an oppor- -
tunity for the elementary principal to represent his “level” or group. Tt may .
be that you will be called upon to serve on the planning commitlee or to partici- !
i pate in a panel or forum; but more than likely your chance for participation

will come through the open discussion period, where the elementary principal's

contribution should be a significant one. |
“As is the teacher, so is the school,” is as true as when it was first said

decades ago, And il is not too much to say today that the teacher's concepl |

of professional and public relations will be determined in part by the principal’s

concepl, The teacher's attitude will be determined more largely by what the

principal believes and does than by any action of any other person,
Fur this and other reasons, 1, us chairman of the P'rofessionn] Relations

Division, am suggesting that wherever Institutes on Professional or Pulilic

Relations are held in the 600 or more summer schools of the country, principals

make it a point to atlend and participate in any way possible. Much remains

1o be done before our profession can be said to have achieved the aims of the

Institutes: to be unified, democratized and intelligently articulate on its prob-

I!h:u-' H!f:t is an opportunity again for the elementary principal “io go 1o

the fromt.”

Note: Since 1008, 140 of these Tnstitutes have beem held fn 75 colleges and unlversitics
scattered aver 28 siabes.

——
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PROFESSIONAL AND PUDBLIC RELATIONS

Purposes: | To Unify the Profession
To Democratize the Profession
To Make the Profession Intelligently
Articulate on Its Problems

"The term 'teacher'.,..shall include all directly enpaged
in educational work, whether in a tea g; an administrative,
|_or a supervisory capacity." — NEA Code of Ethics —

'"Basically....the thing which makes yo "The primary task of Great Britain in the
willing to live and willing to die for darkest days was to make every individual
your form of government and your way of in England feel that he counted — not
life is a sense that everybody in the only every soldier and sailor and every
community is working together to achieve man and woman in the professions and in
& better life — not just a better life business, but every tram car conductor,
for me, but a better life for everybody. every dock laborer, every miner, and.

It is self-interest to work for a better every charwoman," — Margarot Bendfield,
comminity for everybody, because that First Voman Minister of Labor in the
\nllma for strength." — Eleanor Roosevelt . British Cabinet
—-—ﬁ_:




WHY AN INSTITUTE?

"Teachers can no longer be cloistered and out of real contact
with the civic and social life of their environment. Teachers,
if they are going to truly teach democracy, must learn it through
practice and through service in their commnities, through being
a part of the life around them." — W, Howard Pillsbury, Super-
intendent of Schools, Schenectady, N. Y., and 1941-42 President
of the American Association of School Administrators, a depa
\Tent. of the Wational Education Assoclation 7

Every day the war situation and economic dislocations that are sure to follow
make it clearer than ever that teachers must utilize every opportunity to get to-
gether not only to think about problems of the present but to plan to minimize dif-

ficulties of the future., There are problems common to 2ll elements in the profession

which the profession as a whole needs to understand in order to be able to solve.

The erying need now is for a unified, democratic profession of educators armed with

: philosophy and techniques for working with the public,| Dr. Doak S. Campbell, who
has directed three Institutes on Professional Relations, recently wrote: "I do hope
that the various institutions will consider the fact that the present war emergency
merely intensifies the need of developing professional relations."

In the strenuous days that are now upon us, teachers are proving their ability
and spirit in their schoolrooms — organizing, assuming extra responsibilities, giv-
ing additional energy and hours. However, tcachers have an even more siznificant
responsibility than that represented by these material, physical tasks that havo so
multiplied in the past weecks. Teachers arc the "builders from within," and, as such,
their services are required on three fronts.

Every teacher is involved — whether he knows it or not — in at least _Lh._re_’_e_
_zi.l_n_t_i;a_qu;pg his rolationship with his students, his relaticnship with his pro-
fession, and his relationship with the public, It is not cnough that he function
adequately in the schoolroom, as a hundred years of teacher education have sought

* to have him de, He must have a philrscphy and effective techniques for demeccratic

relaticnships within and withcut the prefessien., Evil circumstences of teday's

werld but accentuate this imperative need.

e




WHAT I8 AN INSTITUTE ON PROFESSIONAL

RELATIONS AND FOR WHOM IS5 IT DESIGNEDD?

//;'To one that advised him to set up a democracy in Sparta,
'Pray," said Lycurgus, 'do you first set up a democracy
\in ¥our own house.'" — Plutarch ; .

/A/n Institute on Professional Relations is an informal, democratic gathering of
the teachers in attendance at summer school — along with the faculty of the insti-
tuticn and representatives of the other agencies which are deeply concerned in
the professicnalization of teaching — for the discussion of the teacher's r‘:;lat.inn-
ship to his professicn and teo the public. ~

Nearly a thirE of the teaching profession returns to summer school each surEier.
In the €00 and more summer schools that are held in every section of the country
for a period of six %o twelve weeks, avery.level of the profession is ropresented.

[-Theaa summer schools are ideal situaticns for the reflection, discussicn, and plan-
_.n.‘lng that go with an Institute on Professicnal Relations, If thess groups could come
to wnderstand the problems of the profession and be articulate on them; if they
could come into full practice of demncratic cocperation with each other and with
tl}fhp‘.".h,_]ftc' they would form a leaven that would soon put new life into education,

The Institute is NOT an effort to get "big nanes" as speakers or to lure great
cutside audiences. - This conference should make its apoeal tc those already on the
campus. The program should be built with this purpose in mind, with forums, panels,

and discussion groups iristead of speeches as mein features. In fact, the work of
the Institute shculd be a regular part cf the program of every summer schrol. Each
year teachers enrclled in summer scheol classes should be able to discuss with each
rther and with the faculty every phase of their professienal and publiec relaticns

oblems and should go foarth from the summer school feeling better equipped to

scharge their responsibilities in these areas of activity.




1.

NA

HOW I8 AN JTESTPTITUIE -ORGANIZEDS?

("Light is the task when many share the tr,il.”\“J—— Homer

Who takes the lend in crganizing an Institute ~n Professicnal Relaticns?

The teacher—education institution. The teacher-educstion institutien

‘plays a major role In preparing teachers to werk effectively within tho
profession and with the public. The Institute shculd be net an iseclnted
effort of the summer schocl but the culminaticn of the werk done in the
institutien during the year in the field cf professionnl and publie re-

latiens.

Whe is in charge of the Institute?

A director — more than likely the dean of the schorl of educaticn, or
scme cne cof the faculty appointed by the vresident or by the denn.

Will the director share responsibilities?
—

Yas, very definitely.

e e b

How?

{Threugh a planning committee which he will erganize prompily upen his
appeintment. In the smnller states, it is possible and practical feor
cne committee to serve the entiro s*ﬁta. In larger st=ates a committee
for ench Institute has preved more workable.

Yho will eccnstitute the menbership of the planning committee?

Representatives cof:

The teacher—educaticn institutien
Members of the faculty
Tuachers enrclled ns students in the summer schrol

It may be that the reprosentatives from the student
body cannot be chosen until after the summer schecl
opans. These shculd be selocted at the earliest
possible moment so that they may moke their waluable
ecntribution to the woerk of the conmittee and the
Inatitute,

The state educaticn assceintion
The secretary or the president
Perhaps othor representatives apneinted by thesa officers



The state department of sducaticn
The commissioner
Perhaps others appeinted by the ccmmissicner

The state congress of parents and teachers
The president
Parhaps others appeinted by the prosident

The Haticnal Education Association
Tho state director
Any NEA officer cr other aceredited représentative in the state

All the "levels" c¢f the prcfusaicn
= Claseroom teachers |thraa cor more, since this grrup is so largely
in the majority in theo prcfl.,ssim}
Prineipals
Elementary, rural and urban
High Schocl, rursl 2nd urban
Supervisors, rural and urban
Superintendents, city and. county

These representatives shiculd be chesen from the schrols
arcund the instituticn in as large a territory as will
make it pesaible for them to attend committee meetings.
It would be helpful if these representntives could be
chosen from among those men and wemon whe expoct to be
enrclled in the summer schecl where the Institute will
be held.

B. How large sheuld be the membership of the planning committec?

Representatives from each group enumermted would bring the mombership ef
this committee to approximately fifteen. Scmo Institutes have worked
affectively with twenty-five or mere members of the planning committee.

In any case, details cf the pregram sheuld be entrusted tc a smaller
executive committec.

7. When and how cften sheuld the planning committec mectf

The first meeting of the plonning ecrmittec sheuld be held six meonths
precoding the Imstituto, if poassible,

The number of meetings nnd the spacing of these moetings will vary

in differont situnticns. However, a numbor cf institutions have
found it gocd procedure to hold early in the year two meetings of the
full committee, followed by a number of meetings of the executive cem-
mittee, with another mecting of the largo committec on the eve of the
Institute.




8, What is thc‘warh of the planning committee?

Of such major importance is sarly planning, in the opinion of these who
have worked longest with the Institutes, that many believe the Institute
is half over the hour it begins. The work of the planning committes ia
of the utmost consequence in the effectiveness of the Institute — a
fact demenstrated again and again in the successful Institutes of the
past years. The duties of the cammittee might be outlined as:

l.. To diseuss fully the idea underlying the Institute movement.

2, To set a dato for the Institute during the summer scheol.

8. 1If possible, to give the first Institute continuity by deciding
arbitrarily on a series of Institutés to stretch over a pariod of
at least five years.

4. To explore the whole field of professicnal relations and to point
the direction of the program.

5. To decide when the Institute will begin and with what type of
meeting, and when the Institute will close and with what type of
meeting,

6. To appoint a small executive committee of not less than thres
members nor mere than seven, of which the director of the Institute
will be chairman, to care for the details of progran ~nd arrange-
ments for the Institute.

7. To arrange for a report of the discussion and action of the com-
mittee to be sent to members following each meeting.

8. What is the work of the executive committee?

1., To arrange for assembly rooms for the Institute scssions.

2. To care for details of the program and ses thot the plana of
the larger committee are carried out in the apirit and purposa
of the larger group.

5. To see that the idea of the Institute is carried out in arrang-
ing for wideapread, democratic participation.

4. To appoint committees from the summer sechool body or select
regularly organized groups, clubs, or sccleties to rremote -
the Institute through campus discussions, and to see in othar
ways that the Institute is adequately publicized.

5. To assune general responsibility for the smooth procedure of
the Institute,

6. To arrange for an evaluation committee and provide ample time
for it to report and for action to be taken on the report.

10. When should the date of the Institute be set?

Early in the year, if possible, sc as to avoid conflicts. Many insti-
tutions like to set the date early encugh to include it in the sumer
achool catalogue, ’




11. Hew long should the Institute last?

Scme of the ricat preductive Institutes have begun with an evening neeting,
lasted through the following day, closing with a dinner cor evoning mect-
ing. It has been found tr be gecod precedure tec have a full meeting of
the planning cormittee on the afterncen preceding the cpening night
sessicn.

12. How con the stape be set to encoumage members to participate?

Give CAREFUL ccnsideration te the choice of leaders of discussicn and
adequate attenticn tc mechanical detnils cf the meeting. See that the
assembly rooms are the best procurable for an infermal, easy atmesphera.
Broad rooms, or rooms arranged with a cenference table idea, stimulate
participation.

15. How can the work of the Institute be started on a continuing basis?

By conscicus attentirn te the matter in an esrly meeting of the
planning cormittee and by constant effeort tc see thrt the work ~f the
Institute is ncot isolated but is regarded as a part of a erntinuing
pregram, which will be earried on net enly during the regular sessien
of the institution but in the summer school sessicns in the years
ahead. The werk of the evaluation committee is significant here.

See that this committee has time tr discuss as fully as pessible
every phase of the Institute. Have the committee repert at the last
sessicn rf the Institute and make arrangements for carrying cut recem-
mendations. )

HOW MUCH SHOULD' AN INSTITUTE €CO3T?*%

"What one has, rne cught tc use." — Cicere '

Elipninatimof imported speakers nnd use of the regular facilities of the
college, including the usual publicity channels cf the college or university and of
the cooperating agencies, should insure a situaticn in which the axpense will be
1little or nothing.

Scme universities and colleges have berne the following expenses:

The printing of brief anncuncoments, questionnaires, and pcsters
for campus use.

The mimecgraphing or printing of programs.

The expenses of recom and mesls for a representative of the National
Educaticon Assoclation ns well as of the state assoclation dur-
ing the time of the Institute.

An inexpensive dinner or luncheon for the Institute guests.

A few institutions have mimeographed or printed in pamphlet form summaries of
the discussion for distribution.




WHAT I8 SfHE CONTRIBUTION OF EACH

GHOUP TO THE INSTITUTE?

"We must all hang together or assuradly we shall all
hang separately, —— Benjamin Franklin

What is the contribution of the teacher-educatien institution?

The college or university showuld:

1, Select from its faculty a director of the Institute,

2. Issue the first call to the planning committee and take the lead in
insuring the success of the Institute.

5. Choose from its own faculty and those teachers in attendance at
sumer school the majority of the membars of the planning cemmittes,

4., Furnish the physical facilities for meetings of the planning cemmit-
tee and for the Institute,

5. Furnish and distribute announcements and programs and give all
possible publicity,

6. Make preparation for the Institute by classroom, faculty, and assem-
bly discussion. ;

What is the contribution of the atate education association?
The state secratary should:

1. Serve on the planning committes and, in cooperaticn with the presi-
dent of the state assoclation, appoint other needed representatives,

2. Oive publicity to the Institute in the state magnzine .

5. Urge attendance upon the executive committee of the state association,
a8 well as upen other officers and committee chairmen and members.

4. Furnish an exhibit of the asscgciation publications,

5. Publish a report of the conference in a fall issue of the state raga-—-
gine, and, if possible, furnish extra reprints for distribution.

What is the contribution of the state department of gdueation?

The state commissioner should:

l. BServe on the planning committee and appoint other needed represcnta-
tivas,

£. Oive publicity to the Institute through any of the regular channels
of the department.

. Upon request, furnish an exhibit of the department publications,

4. Contribute the time of a person from the staff of tho department
to lead a discussion or perform any other service helpful in carry-
ing out the purpose of the Institute.




Wh=t is the contribution of the state cenpress of parents and teachers?

The president should:

1. Serve on the planning comittee,

2. Oive publicity to the Institute through the state bulletin or other
regular channels.

3., Make clear through a disecussion or some shert contribution the in-
terest of the state cohgress in the professicnalization of tenching.

4. In a fall issue of the bulletin publish a report of the conference
with, if possible, reprints for distributicn.

5. Make arrangements for a well chosen delegation of congress members
to attend the Institute.

What is the contribution of the National Eduecation Assocciation?

Tha NEA should;

1. Serve as a clearing house for the scores of Institutes held through-
out. the country each summer.
#. Distribute free any moterlal on the subjects of professional and
public relaticns which are available from the headguarters office
or threugh cther contributions.
5. Oive publicity in the NEA joumal to the Institutes.
4. Have, if possible, a representative amcng the members of the planning
committes .
Each state has an NEA director. National officers, chairmen
of departments and cormittees, and 1ife members ~re senttered
throughout the United States. Any one of these coculd repre-
sent the National EBducaticn Asscciation.
5. Upon request, furnish an exhibit of its publicaticns for the Insti-
tute.
6. Wherever possible, have a representative of the assceisticn attend
and take part in the Institute,
When the Institutes were few in numbar, it wos pessible to
send a representative from the headquarters staff tc mest
ef the conferences; but because of the great increase in
Institutes, it is now frequently necessary that representa-
tives be found within the state or near encugh for convonient
travel,

INSTITUTES ON PUBLIC RELATIONS

Scund public relations can be built ¢n1E on a scund prefessional relations
pelicy. For that reason, in this bulletin the organization of the Institute on Pro-

fessicnal Relaticns is stressed as the conference that comes first, The general plan
for crganizing an Institute on Public Relaticns would conform largely to that for
crganizing an Institute cn Professional Relaticns., However, added to the groups and
agencies already named in this guide would be other large national crganizaticns of
men and women who are concerned with the maintenance of public educaticn in this ecoun-
try as a cornerstcne of the democratic way of life,
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WHAT REASONABLE RESULTS MAY BE EXPECTED

AS AN OUTCOME OF THE INSTITUTES?

"In such a time it is easential to consider what are first thiésé\\

and to have them clearly in mind. What aré some of these first

things? One is the cooperative process: schools, school systems,

colleges, and universities must not weaken in their determination

to demonstrate democracy. One is respect for perscnality: we

rmust not fail in our effort to understand and serve the needs of

individual children and teachers. One is full participation in

the 1ife of society: as never before we must be part of the whole

community,." == Karl W, Bigelow, Director, Cormission on Teacher
‘ducat.ien, American Council on Education, /

I. Development of the philosophy and training in the techniques necessary for
/|8 teacher's work with the profession and with the public should be a part of the con-
i] tinuing program of the teacher-education institution. If the problems of the profes-
if sion in these two phases of its work are high-lighted in the Institute, it is net wn-
{] reasonable to hope that the institution will emphasize them in its year-round pro-
) gram. Such results have been reported in a nurber of cases,
i

II. The Institute on Professional Relations should prove the practicality of |,
active cooperation among educational agencies and institutions whose poals are largd+
ly the same. It should help to overcome some of the conflicts between tha "lavels"
of the profession and to develop finer working relaticnships between parents and
teachers.

LI, The Institute should make teachers cognizant of the great need of high
standards of certification and in-service growth, and in time should help noticeably
to raise the standing of the profeasion.

IV. Through the Institute, leaders should came to realize in part the possibil—
ities of democratic lcadership. One New England superintendent said in reporting at
a second Institute: "I have tried it out for a year. It works."

V. Teachers have the best chance of reaching their objectives threugh coopera-
tien. These Institutes should give teachers a new perspective on the values of
their professional organizations and should help to emphasize membership in loeal,
state, and national associations as an avenue for service and accomplishmont.

V1. The realizatlon of a democratized, unified profossion after all must come
through individuals. The Institute on Professional Relations is designed for the
individual teacher from the college president to the teacher in the most remote one-
Troop school, and should help to establish the fict that each member of the profession
— vwhatever his station — "eounts as one" in a democracy.

"By uninn the smallest states thrive,
by discord the greatest are destroyed."
— Sallust




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. M. W. WASHINGTON. D. c,

February 20, 1942

Dear Institute Director:

Enclosed with this letter are some magazine articles appropriate
for your file of materials on the Institutes on Professional Rela-
tions.

This winter six reprints —— two from Arizona, and one each from
Tllinois, Texas, Wyoming, and West Virginia — were donated {500
each) by state education associations to the Division of Field
Service of the National Education Asscciatien, to help further
the work of the Institutes. Most of you received two of these —
the Texas reprint and the Illinois reprint -- earlier, and we are
not duplicating those in this packet.

| The four-page folder, plancgraphed by the Division of Field Service,

¢ is made up of excerpts from articles on the Institutes appearing in

! ten state journals — Washingten, Kansas, Nebraskz, Connecticut, Iowa,
Vermont, Rhode Island, Utsh, Arkansas, and Tennessee. The page from

i the South Carolina journal snd the stories in the folder would prob-
ably have been donated by the respective stats associations if we had
discovered the articles before the type was pied, The combined circu-
lation of the sixteen state magazines represented by these articles
is 225,844. The article by Dr. Deak S. Campbell, published in the
February 1942 issue of The Journal of the National Education Assceia-
tion, reached 230,000, teachers.

| Other state assccistions, particularly Utah and West Virginia, have in
the past, with such donations of reprints, made fine cortributions to

. the spreading of the work of the Institutes. Wo shall kope next fall

 to be able to distribute a report from the magazine of every stnte

J' where an Institute is held.

Sincerely yours,
ke i g f:_}__;‘,__‘f_.-,‘ d;'_’; L'AL-C-I'-\..G.-"!'L A

»~

- Fal

Charl Ormend Williams
Director of Field Service




PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS

At least
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U4 0 inches of type, representing approximately
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The following pages contain some selecticns from those storles.
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Institutes on Professional Relations

) worthwhile were the two Insti-

tutes on Professional Relations
held a year apo last sunwier at two
institutions, the University and West-
ern Washington College, the number
last summer was increased to fve—
one in each state institution, These
institutes were sponsored jointly by
the NEA and WEA, with a one-day
program at each institution. They
were attended not only by teacher stu-
dents on the campuses, but by inter-
ested teachers in vicinity, Morning at-
tendance, somewhat lessened in the
afternoons, was approximately as fol-
lows: Eastern College, 150; State Cal-
lege, 100; Central College, 325; Uni-
versity, 500; Western College, 325.
The programs were planned by NIEA
State Director John R. Rushing of
Seattle and Executive Secretary Joe
A, Chandler of WEA,

NEA was represented on the morn-
ing programs hy Secretary Willard E.
Givens, who addressed the assembly
and led a discussion panel in each eon-
ference. Mr. Givens presented high
points of tweo recent publications of
the Educational Policies Commission,
“Learning the Ways of Demncracy”
and "Education of Free Men in Am-

erican Democracy.” He set forth the
strategy of the totalitarians, the of-

ferings ol democracy, the ohjectives
of democracy, our duties as individuals
in a democracy, what the schools
should do in the situation and what
teachers should know to do their full
part.

Afternoon programs were addressed
by a WEA speaker, Dr. O, C. Pratt at
Cheney, Mullman, and Ellenshurg ; and
Supt. P. A, Wright of Snohomish at
Seattle and Bellingham., Dr. Pratt
outlined three aspects of a profession:
first, an educational background, which
should include a hmald general out-
look, an understamding of the locality
antdl knowledge of the times: second.
service placed above reward; third.
organization, which must mean in a
real profession the power of self-dis-
cipline. As weaknesses in nur profes-
sional organization he pointed to the
lack of college teachers in its member-

ship and to the carelessness of many
who are highest paid.

Mr. Wright discussed the progress
already made by the teaching profes-
sion, problems now facing it and possi-
ble solutions. He stressed training,
tenure and ethics. He gave a stimulat-
ing and inspirational presentation of
the responsibilities of the teacher. the
training institution and the school
boards.

OME of the high points in panel
discussions were ;

That discipline is essential, but self-dis-
cipline is to be preferred.

‘That it is desirable to have teachers gain-
fully employed outside of the profession
during vacation periods.

That participation in community affairs

KANSAS TEACHER

should be encouraged, particularly in groups
and activities in which teachers are in the
MInority.

That the best schools are democratically
organized for pupil participation—perhaps
too democratic for practical living,

That schools must be taken to the par-
ents because of the children's unwillingness
to have parents visit the schoals, and that
?n-u:pcrnll'oln between tehchers and parents
is improving.

That training for democracy should start
at home. (Observation was made that muost
homes are autocratic, but that the children
are the autocrats).

That teacher participation in forming
schoal policies should be encouraged.

That caution should be taken to see thai
too few people do not take care of teachers
aflairs.

That the major responsibilities fur leis-
ure time activity should be placed on the
home.

SEPTEMEER, 1941
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“What's the Matter with Education in Kansas?
INSTITUTE OF PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS

By Dr. H. G. Lull, K.5.T.C,, Emporia, Knnsas

N INSTITUTE of Professional Re-

lations at the Kanaas State Teachers
College. Emporia, June 28 and 24, was
planned to get the largest possible par-
ticipation of students attending the Sum-
mer Session. The Institute was predomi-
nantly student centered in line with the
wishes of the sponsor of the Mational
Education Association, Miss Charl Or-
mond Willlams. Forty students had
definite places on the panels and in the
sudience-group. Approximately three
hundred, including visiting teachera and
administrators, attended each of the four
panel-group meetings.

Each panel included five or alx stu-
dents, one critic member invited in for
the occasion, the Mational Education As-
sociation sponsor, and a faculty mamber
a8 chairman. In one panel a faculty
mamber substituted in the absence of a
student. Miss Ruth Cunningham, Execu-
tive Secretary of the Department of
Supervisors and Directors of Instruction
represented Miss Charl Williams ss the
N.E.A. sponsor

Corcluding the ranel-group discussion
on “What's the Matter with Teachers'
Attitudes?™ Miss Cunningham stated

L]

that one should keep in mind the word
“action” when speaking of attitudes.
The two words are closely related.
Teachers must go into action both in the
classroom, cutside in the community, and
in national affairs. In developing a
favorable attitude toward the commun-
Ity, the teacher should do things in the
community and join in community ne-
tivities. By becoming mequainted with
the townspeople, the teacher can find
out what the community expects of the
school and develop s social senaitivity.
In conclusion, Miss Cunningham empha-
sized the fact that teachers should be
proud of their profession. MNever apole-
gize for being o member of the teaching
profession,

The following excerpt from the letter
written by Miss Ruth Cunningham s
un appraizal of the Institute:

I am enthusinstic about the pr

ou planned and will report t Ins
*.'il'lllh.m that the Institute “: vary

'lﬂ'#“ﬂ.ﬂl. rrl‘lrlh'lt :I:nl‘ﬂnu!
teac rl-ﬂ-le on beat con-
ference lttlﬂ?ﬂ. In nrl.‘lur.!brh. 'Ll:i

mestings in Emporis came closer to
m the objectives of thﬂdt:ru than
any er.
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GWEJE?;EH'LTEHGPEH of October, 1941, devoted seven payes
' Third Annual

ofessional Relations Institute at Yale University
July 9, 1941, summarizing one of the five discussion groups
as follows:

Professional
Relations Institute

By L. 0. TAYLOR
Director of the Institute
Omaha Tniversity

HA.‘-"'E:N'T you wished sometime to
attend an institute where o real
discussion accompanied the reading of
the resolutfons? Such an exception
did oceur on June 18 at the Profes-
slonal Relatlons Institute which was
held at the University of Omaha. And
the resolution that started the debate,
what was It about? In substance It
wns that teachers, themselves, should
purge the profession of those who
can't or will not teach, and then they
should obtain for themselves perma-
nent tenure, The resolution was pro-
posed by Frank C. Helnlsch, secre-
tary, Omahs Teachers Forum, and
his commities.

A panel comprised of Hobart M.
Corning, chairman, Moneths Carlson,
F. Y. Knapple, Archer L. Burnham,
Mary Ellsworth, Pearl Donocho, Avis
Roberts, Mrs, Bernice Page, Mrs, C, K.
Roas, and Donald E. Tope prepared the
Institute for the resolution. The panel
developed the idea that no tenure sys-
tem could continue to endure that did
not provide for continuous meritord-
ous service by all teachera. Ewven ba-
fore the panel program In the morn-
ing session of the institute, the three
speakers, Dr. Frank Rosecrance of
Northwestern Univeraity, Dr. Archer
L. Burnham, executive secretary of
N.E8T.A. and Dr, C. W, Scott of the
University of Nebraska, cloverly de-
veloped the iden that purely profes-
lipmal problems can be handled beat

The institute was initiated by Pearl
Donoho, N.E.A. Director for Nebraska,
and L. O, Taylor, Director of the pre-
vious institutes which were held at the
University of Omaha. The planning
committes for the Institute, which was
comprised of Mary N. Austin, Hobart
M. Corning, Pearl Donocho, Frank

Greup IV

Characteriy .
Seasienat Grpanitoiiny evtive Pre
Tue ymst emphasia in this group was
to note the omission of the word
“teacher’ fram the topie, therehy not
limiting the discussion to the teacher
organizations. Effective charpcteristics
of all professional organizstions within
the knowledge of the group were summed
up and applied to the teaching pro-
fession.

Ten points were enumerated in the
discussion.

There should be clearly defined pur-
poses which are justifiable to the mem-
bers and to the public — justifishle
to the public because teachers are
primarily trying to serve the public i
the education of youth. \

Someone has said, "An organization
exists to realize a purpose and not to
promote & theory.” Activity that shall
fulfill the purposes of an organization
is the only acceptable course of action.

An eflfective organization must be
comprehensive in scope. Tt must be able
to serve the entire membership and be
effective il the group be large or small.
It must be prepared to serve regional
or special needs, regional or special

groupa.

There should be some control of ad-
missions. Most teacher organizations
sccept minimum credentials, that is, o
certified teacher may become a member
ol such an organization. Some other
professionsl organizations require ex-
perience beyond minimum ecredentinls,
and & professional member's rating is
partly determined by his proper pro-
lessional affiliations.

It was suggested thal it might be
considered & greater honor to belong tn
many teacher organizations il such were
the case, and with it might come o
greater willingness to pay increased

memberships than in any other pro-
fession.

An effective organization should pro-
vide for the choice of efficient leaders.
An organization of high purposes should
attract the best leadership. There may
be o question as to whether or not those
who get to the top are always the best;
but through democratic procedure the
choice is within the group, and the best
ean uaually be retained in some form of
service while other new and fine leader-

is being discovered and develomed.
should be a lunctional code of

ethies with machinery for en-
farcement. medieal groups drop

membera and the lawyers dishar mem.
bers as a means of bringing recalcitrant

members inta line.

At the recent meeting of the National
Education Association in Boston, a
Code of Ethics was adopted with the
recommendation that a commission he
appointed to receive and act on com-
pluints. Tt is hoped that state and local
associations will adopt the national code
a4 it is, or amend it to fill the needs of
their particular localities.

Such media or professional resources
as are availoble should be used for dis.
seminating information te hoth the
organization membership ond to the
public. Technigues of publicity, or
methods most efective in developing
opinion among the members should he
used. The educational profession is
young in the field, or in the under.
standing of the technique of public
relations, and these relationships de.
serve study by the teacher groups in
orider that the public may better know
its edueators, and incidentally, that
educators may better know the public.

An effective professional organization
is & service organization for ils member-
ship, but teachers should he known by
the public.as public servants as well as
promoters of their own wellare,

There should constantly be the pro-
maotion of interests vital to the organiza-
tion and the promotion of a genuine
loyalty to the profession. This can come
anly from a vital membership,

Militancy is a protective function of
some types of organizations.

A small, or specialized group, organ-
ized because common interest centers
in growth in a chosen professional field
— s n social seience group or & French
cluby — has little, if any, need of mili-
taney. Such a group accomplishes its
abjectives by sharing needs, goals, and

to stimulate further growth
in that specific field.

An organization, broader in scope,
with n membership from various felds
in the profession, and pledged among
other purposes to the welfare of the
group, must, when occasion demands,
do all within the limits of ethical pro.
cedure to protect its members ns a
Eroup.

It is & wise organization that knows
when to be militant and when to tread

An effective professional organization
shoiild have adequate financial support.
As previously stated, other professiona
pay more for the services rendered by
their organizations, and the
profeasion should carefully eonsider the
services which it desires from an or-
ganization and prepare to pay the cost.
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Vermont School Journal

November, 1941

paa{emd gz‘am Second Institute of Professional Relations

Studied

LuciLe MarcH, Chairman

Two institutes on professional rela-
tions were held under the auspices of the
committee on teacher welfare and pro-
fessional relations during summer school
sessions.

At Buena Vista College

An institute on professional relations
wis held at Buenn Vista College in
Storm Lake on June 19. It was spon-
sored by Buena Vista College, Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, National
Education Association, and Towa State
Teachers Assceiation.

Problems of placing teaching on a
more solid footing were discussed freely
from all angles. Efforts were mads to
show what teachers could learn from the
experience of other professions in set-
ting up more effective professional’ stand-
ards.  Among the significant points
brought out by the speakers were the
following:

1. Teaching should be made more at-
tractive to our talented young people so
that they will select it as a life career
and not as o stepping stone. Eduention
would de well to pattern after the pro-
fessions of law and medicine In recruit-
ing cutstanding young persons for tench-
ing.

2. Education as a profession can be
made more secure and command more
respect by raising the minimum qualifi-
cations and by matching these qualifiea-
tions -with a salary seale which will
make it possible to meet the standards,

d. School pecple should consider aeri-
vusly the adeption of a code of ecthies
patterned after the best of thoze in othor
professions. This code shoold command
the respect of the lay public and inspire
teachors to render dignified and effec-
tive serviee.

At lowa Slate Teachers College

An institute on professional relations
was held at lowa State Teachers College
at Cedar Falls on July 24. The sponsor-
ing organizations were Towa State Teach-
ers College, Department of Public In-
struction, lowa Congress of Parents and
Teachers, National Eduecation Associa-
tion, and Towa State Teachera Associn-
tion. Professor Fred D, Cram waa in
charge.

The morning session was devoted to &
discussion of a genernl tople of profes-
slonal ethics, Democracy as it works
in practice was the subject of the panel
for the afternoon meeting. Dr. Belmont
Farley of Washington, D. C. represented
the National Edueation Association.

The second Institute of Professional Re-
lations, sponsored by the University of
Vermont, the Vermont Education Associa-
tion, the National Education Association,
and the Vermont Congress of Parents and
Teachers, was held July 13 at the Univer-
sity of Vermont,

The program of Vermont's second in-
stitute, under the leadership of Professor
Melle A. Adams, had as its theme, "Ethics
in the Teaching Profession.”

Professor Adams opened the meeting
with an attendance of two hundred thirty
by summarizing the organization and
growth of the Institute, urging all who
are interested in boys and gicls to work
in its development.

Dr. Charl Ormond Williams expressed
her pleasure at the increase of attendance
in comparison with last year. She stated
that Institutes all over the country are
secking to present the problems of the
teaching profession, rather than solve
them. A proposed plan to develop a
philosophy and techniques for educating

teachers for theie relationships with the
profession and the public is being con-
sidered.

Supt. 5. D, Miner, reported on "Plans
far the Future.” He presented a five year
program divided into seven recommenda-
tiens as follows:

1. There should be stricter requirements
for entrance to the teacher training
course, based on character, personality,
and health.

2. There should be an increase in the pe-
riod of training.

3. Better salaries will be necessary if the
strongest people are to be attracted to,
and held in, the profession,

. Old ‘age sccurity should be taken care
of by adequate retirement and pension
laws.

5. A code of

be developed.

6. Growth and development in scrvice
training must be stressed,

7. The forming of professional organiza-
tions where cooperation and democracy
are key words.

rofessional ethics should

QuanTenry Jounsar of the Rhode Dsland Institure of Instroction. October
 ——r——

HEARD AT INSTITUTE

Dr. James F. Rockett, who was the

ON PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS chairman of the day, summarized the

Teachers are potentially the most
powerful profession in this country
but, like the Chinese, we ara far from
being actually as strong as we are
potentially. . . . We teachers may
become actually as strong a social
force as we are potentially, if we will
learn the importance of organized
cooperation and the technics of group
action. ... Building a teaching pro-
fession is too wvast an enterprise to
be accomplished by any single organ-
ization. The National Education As-
sociation has no monopoly on the
reaponsibility for this task. It mere-
ly shares this responsibility with
local and state associations, with in-
stitutions which prepare teachers for
their professional work, with State
Departments of Education and with
other leaders in the natlon.

Da. T. D, ManTiw,

Director of Memberabip Notiomal Educa-
Hudmhu“u

program of the Institute on the Pro-
fessional Relations of Teachers as
follows :

Democratizing the Teaching Fro-
fession implies service. In the rela-
tionships vital to teaching as a pro-
fession that of Teacher-Pupil denotes
affection; of Teacher-Parent, under-
standing; of Teacher-Professlon, co-
operation; and of Teacher-Public, re-
aponaibility.

Among the ways of improving the
profession that of more effective work
in teacher-preparation institutions
requires foresight; that of the selec-
tion of candidates for teaching posi-
tions insures fairness; the profession-
al improvement of teachers entails
individual improvement; and improv-
ing the profession through profes-
sional organizations focuses attention
on the faect that our professional or-

ganizations are a potentially strong
social force,




Ultah Educational Review

September, 1941

Institute of Professional Relations

For the third successive summer there has
been Lield on the University of Utah eampus
an Institute of Professional Relations. This
was held the second week of the summer ses-
gion, covering two days.

The Director of the Summer Session, Dean
Milton Bennion, by suggestion from Carl
Ormond Williams, Director of Field Service
of the National Education Association, start.
ed the Institute movement in Utah, A com-
mittee representing the State Department of
Education, the Stute university, and the Utah
Education Association, did the planning. This
year (1941} the commillee was composed of
Dr. Burton K, Farnsworth of the State De-
partment of Public Instruction, chairman,
Dr. Leo Provost of the University of Utah and
Milten B. Tayler, Executive Secretary of the
Utah Education Associstion,

They were responsible for the program,
though the committee consulted continuously

and leaned heavily on the advice and sugges-
tions of Dean Bennion.

The theme adopted was: “The Teachers'
Part in Developing and Defending Democra-
tic Ideals.” The program provided that the

theme be divided into two parts. First, “The
Meaning and Significance of the Term ‘Dem-
corntic Ideals.'' This was assigned to Dr,
E. E. Erickson, Professor of Philesephy of
the University of Utah, The second part, “The
Teachers' Part in Developing and Defending
These Ideals,” was assigned to visiting pro-
fessor, Dr. Harold 5. Tuttle, Professor of
Education, College of the City of New York,
and well-known autherity in Character Edu
cation,

The two lectures were given in Kingsbury
Hall on the campus of the University of Utah
during the regular 11 o'clock assembly pe.
riods, and were open to the public. After.
noon sessions were held each day from 2:00
to 3:30 p. m,, in the Union Building. They
were presided over by Mrs. L, K, Nicholson,
President of the Utah Congress of Parents
and Teachers the first day, end Mr. Frank
Allen, Principal in Salt Lake City Schools
the second day. Each day a panel attempted
to elaborate the presentation made during
the preceding morning session,

The commiltee reviewing the two-day pro.
gram recognizes many values may be gained
from the institute, Detailed recommendations
for succeeding committees were leflt with the
Director of the Summer Session,

THE JOURMAL OF ARKANSAS EDUCATION SEFTEMBER, MINETEEN HUNDRED FORTY-ONE

PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS INSTITUTES
WELL ATTENDED

For the second year, the M. E. A, the
A. E. A, the State Department of Educa-
tion. and Aziitan-.n! co uh .
in a series wf professional relations ti-
tutes for students in the summer schools

Miss Ruth Cﬂumnhln. E!umuutl!;:
re of the Department Supervi
MHIMHM
the M. E. A. The institutes were held on
five successive days between June 16 and
]ln'uil at Monticello, H State
eachers College. Arkansas State Teach-
ers College, of Arkansas, and

Pol "
In addition to the in-service trainin
which will be available to teachers th
teacher training program,

THE TENNESSEE TEACHER
SEPTEMBER, 1941
INSTITUTES OF PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS

Among tha numarous gatherings of teachers and schoal
administrators in the state during the past summer, there
ware three meatings which merit special recognition.

At Middle Tennesses State Teachers College and Austin
Paay Mormal students, faculty members, interested laymen,
and educatars from near-by communities spent hours dis-
cussing professional problems of teachers. Much of the
interast at these twe meetings was due to the dynamic
leadership of genial “Ted" Martin from tha M. E. A, office.

At Peabody Collage students from teacher-training in-
stitutions throughout the nation “took down their hair”
and gave their frank and refreshing interpretations and
salutions of certain problems now facing the teaching pro-
fassion. The Matienal Education Association made a lib-
aral centribution to the pulchritude, enthusiasm, and in-
spiration of the institute through its comely, eathusiastic,
and inspiring represantative, Miss Ruth Cunningham.

Institutes of Professional Relations seem rapidly to be
becoming the “arder of the day” in colleges and universi-
ties throughout the nation, and their pessibilities should be
fully explored, not only in all institutions of higher learn-

ing. but also in local teacher organizations.
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By DON R, SHELDOM
Suparintendent Prescott Public Schoch

An Educator's View

® Fovoroble public ottitudes toward
the school and its program have never
been more necessary than new. With
new demands being maode constantly
on the tax dollar, which is limited ot
best, it is imperative thot everyone in-
terested in an elfective educational pro-
grem, whether he be administrator,
school board member, teacher or par-
ent, soe that the schools are properly
inferpreted fo the poblic.

Adequate Schocl Suppert Depends
Upon Public Understanding

| have always held that when the
public is properly informed concerning
the philoscphy and some of the diffi-
culties encountered In putting over an
effective school program, then adequate
school suppert Is ferthcoming. Some of
us who went through the depression
years saw that demonstrated. | know
two schools in the same county, one
had the school budget cut to the bone,
the other school's budget was cut no
more than was absolutely necessary—
the differance being selely in the effec-
tiveness of the public relations program.
Too long, we os o group hove been
satisfied with the idea that if we had
whot we considered a good schoal pro-
gram, that was all that was necessory.
Mow we are finding out that this is nat
true. Mational deferss ond increasing
governmental costs of all kinds, are tak-
ing more and more of the maney which
formerly went for education. Tax pay-
ers’ groups are seeking deliberately to
undermine the confidence of the public
in education in general, and school ad-
ministrators in  particular, They are
adepting the _toctics of Hitler—that of
seiting one group ogoingt another,
thus weakening the confidence of the
public in all tox-supported institutions.
We may know that some of their so-
colled research, Il not absolutely false,
Is o deliberate misinterpretation, but
that is not encugh, we should fearlessly
and carefully answer their occusatiens,
ane by one, denouncing them for what
they are when they are wrong, and
honestly admitting where we have made
mistakes. Wea must remambaer that there
Is always someona in every community
who Is willing and anxious to listen o
propoganda ogoinst the schools.

In addition 1o the extra demands on
the tax dollor, the obligations of the

school are constantly increasing. The
school program s expanding. Education
is no longer confined to oges six to
eighteen, Some districts have lorge
bonded indebtedness which must be
paid. More and more the people are
locking at the tex bill and wandering
what ilems can be best eliminoted or
cut down.

Ancther element which has entered
inte the picture, especiolly since the
crisis In owr international relations, is
the prepaganda which is being put out
in some quarters concerning Communis-
tic and Fascistic teaching in our public
scheals. | honestly believe there is little
or nona of this in our schools, but we
should leave no doubt in the minds of
the public. We should let the public
know that the only “ism" taught in the
schools of Arizong i3 Americanism,

The Meed for a Planned Program
of Public Relations

Mow, as never before, it is necessary
that we, as school administraters, schoal
board members and teachers do some-
thing in o planned, constructive manner
to develop a public relations program
which will properly and intelligantly in-
terpret the schools to the general pub-
lic. | think it is generally accepted that
the first essenfial in o good program of
public relafions is that you have a good
school system—in other words, we must
have something to interpret, We must
see fo it thot we ore doing the best
possible educational job with the focil-
ities which we have ovailable, In 1941
we must not be content with a school
geared to the needs of 1900, It is moyt
impartant then that we hove o school
geared to meet the problems of mod-
ern youth Instead of merely falking
about them. Fundamentals should con-
tinue to come first but interwoven in the
school program should be music, art,
speach, homemaoking, guidance, physi.
cal and health education. Included also
should be the opportunity for recrea-
tional, soclal and character building
activities, work experiances and actual
experiances in solving mutual preblems
In a democratic way. In short, our
schools should provide experiences
which develop the academic, social and
vocational abilities of the boy or girl.

Anather essential Is that our schools
bo run in @ business-like manner, If we
expect to secure and hold the confi-

. Public School

dence and support of the public, we
must have these two—but wa must have
mare than a good educational pregram,
run in o business-like manner, Everyone
cannecied with the schoals must con-
sider the public relations program o a
necessary part of his job. This program
must be plonned with all the skill and
school board and foculty group. Every
means of contocting the public favor-
ably must be used, All of them must
be used systemaotically and continually.

Methods of School Interpretation

There are many mathods of reaching
the public. First, and most impartant in
any school relations program, is a
corps of teachers who are thoroughly
familior with the philosophy end prac-
tices of the school and who understand
and oppreciate the value of interprat.
ing this program to the public. They
must be shown that they are the key-
stone in any scheme of public relations
and be made 1o reclize that every con-
toct with pupils, porents and public is
of extreme imporfance in o progrom
of interpretation. They must realize
also that they are, in all of their com-
munity cantocts, selling the school and
its program. They must see that the
school progrom in their community is
not “sold short”.

| am sure that we all appreciate the
foct that the porents’ oftitude toword
the school ond its progrom is largely
the result of the attitude of the children
and the comments which children make
in their homes, We school people foo
often fail to realize this. Show me a
community whera the pupils are com-
plerely sold on the school and its pro-
gram, and | will show you a community
which supports its school willingly.

Other means of salling the school are
through the porent-teacher osscciation
organizations, foculty bulleting, radio,
press, speciol occosions of oll kinds,
American Educotion ‘Week, Fire Pre-
vention Week, etc. Groduation exer-
cises, special day progroms, visiting
days ond open house all present op-
portunities for Interpreting the school
to the public, The methed of using any
of these will have to be modified to fir
the individual community. What Is sue-
cessful in one community will not work
in others.

IContinued on Poge 4




Relations . . . .

A Layman's View

® Pyblic relotions makes vp probably
the biggest and most enveloping topic
that mind of maon con conceive. Com-
panionship and friendship between two
people, life in the immediate home,
your work (whatever it may be), and
even your religion is strongly moulded
and affected by public relations.

“Da unto others as you would haove
them do unto you” is a pretty good
boiled down way of defining success-
ful, eengenial public relations, whether
the public relations deal with twe in-
dividuals, twa nations, or whether they
deal with relationship between man
and his God.

What does the general public expect
in the way of public relations from the
schools and from the administraters and
teachers who make uwp the schools?
That ond “The Public Locks ot the
Schools” happen to be my topics.

Having been married obout o year
and a hall and having na children, | of
course feel excellently equipped to state
exactly what the public expects from
institutions and their personnal who 1ake
aver the development of the public's
children, The fact that | was once a
child gives me an inside trock that |
dare soy few others have experianced.

First of all, the school hes a job.

That job ranks first in impertance and
its successful execution is the best way
to build satisfoctory relations between
the school and the public.

The jok s to take children from all
types of homes and lurn them out use-
ful, fully informed, stable thinking pec-
ple who have been imbued with a sin-
cera loyalty for the people ond the gov-
ernment that hove finonced and made
possible the opportunity for them to be-
come socioble, happy individuals.

If there is any ane who thinks loyalty
to our nation has no part among the
products of educotion, that the job is
dane when each teacher's academic task
Is completed, that potrictism and loyal-
ty must be ignited spontaneously ond
kept burning voluntarily—then 1 think
that person’s thought hos not been
tharough.

We are o people who are living in
this nation because we want fo remain
hers. Some of us have come here os
odults because we like what we learned

about this country and because we want
to be a part of it. The governmeni—
whather community, county, state or na-
tional—through money subscribed by
the people, has built schools and is pay-
ing teachers to train the people’s chil-
dren so they will fit info the social and
economic structure that the people have
constructed laborously through the years
ond have found to be good.

A teacher must leod his pupils step
by step. There is no place in o teacher’s
job that justifies creation of confusion,
doubt, distrust or defeat in a child's
mind. If you have taught wall, yeu will
turn out youthful timber that has the
ability to weigh, onolyze and think
clearly ond constructively on all im-
portant things that will offect him
thraughout life.

The public expects a hard-headed,
practical kind of education for its chil-
dren, proctical for the public’s chosen
way of living.

By that | do not mean a strictly wvo-
cational training. A full, liberal knowi-
edge of arts, literature, social studies,
science, mathematics and kindred sub-
jects ore even more essential than
groove fraining along o specific voca-
tion, if education is to be really prac-
fically, A person, to be wseful ond a
desirable part of society, must be able
to understand, oppreciote ond talk
about ather things than “shop” matters.

Thus o teacher must hove o liberal,
well-rounded training. Ma matter what
his specialized academic [ob is, he must
be equipped to keep pounding in the
essentials of spelling, grammar, history,
mathematics, science and the fundamen-
tals of other fields of education. Mo
pupil or student should be permitied to
become lox with his grommor or his
spelling just because he hoppens o be
in seme class other than English. Teach-
ers neglecting to insist on o pupil keep-
ing up with the use af erafts and knowl-
edge being taught by other members
of the faculty are not doing their job.
That neglect is probably why schools
and colleges occasionally turn out edu-
cated nincompoops.

Of more importance even than read-
ing, writing and arithmatic is the teach-
ing of ethics, which Is just ancther word
tor character or honor, Me person
should ever come out of a schoal with-
cut somathing that you have planted In

By MELYIN HUTCHINSON
Editer The Cotening Sun, Flagsiaf

his mind thot mokes it pssible for him
to determine between right and wrong,
ond that makes him want to sirive to do
right and thus win the olways desired
fovorable reaction of society. Really,
ethics is the job for the porents, but o
good teacher connat toke o chance on
leaving it entirely up to the parents.

Impractical, sisified idealisms have
ne port In the obove things. Thoe
things are practical, hard-headed, com-
mansanse things, And they should be
presented in o way that even a child
can look wpon them as the best things
for him if he wonts to be tops with his
kind of folks—and what person, no mat-
ter how young, does not have that in-
born, competitive urge to climb 1o the
top?

If you do that job, as outlined above
—and it is the toughest job that | con
think of — you need hove no worries
over your relations with the public.
Every pupil will be your goodwill am-.
bassador,

Mow, mark specifically on public re-
lations.

A teacher is o resident ond o citizen
of the community in which he works.
He is no different thon the mon who
runs the grocery store, the clerk in the
bonk, the public office holder or the
mechanic wha repairs your cor,

Soclety expects some contribution
from each of you, whether you are o
teacher, mechonic, clerk, merchant or
official. Society expects a trode of
ideas, a voluntesr of assistance when
nead orises, and a stability of mind
and choracter that will make you val-
vable in ordinory doy-to-day life.
Friendliness, tolerance and just a nor-
mal interest in your surroundings would
probably sum up, in o liberal way, the
expectations of society, ]

For instance, soclety axpects your in-
terest in your community. It expects youw
vote when important things come up.
You connot confine your activity 1o
school legislation and ignore the elec-
thon of your councilman, That would be
narrow ond selflish, You would not be
o good, rormal citizen if you pushed
the doy-to-doy interests of your com-
munity Info the background.

You owe a loyalty to your community
and to the merchonts and other resi-
dents who have hired you. You may be

iCentinued on Poge 41




PUBLIC RELATIOMS—LAYMAMN
{Continued from Page 3)
oble to buy o sult, dress or neckiie

FUBLIC RELATIOMS—EDUCATOR
e ICantinued from Poge 2) L%
~ Some communities are taking advon-

cheaper if you wait until you make that ,“toge of loy participation in plonning

trip to the coos, or wait until you of-
tend the gnnual education meet in the
valley. But the things you enjoy from
the community, including wages and the
building In which yeu work, may be
partly the reason why o dress is 50
cents higher in your community than it
is in Los Angeles.

Yau should have the friendliness and
tolerance thot will give you the under-
sianding to accept the fact that every
other person oround you is identical
to you—each irying to do a job the best
he can, to establish his value with the
other pecple and make It possible for
him to live and thoroughly enjoy life.
Each must depend an the other,

Trading of ideas with people of other
fields of endeavor is undoubtedly the
most profitoble commerce that pecple
may engage in. You are mising a lot if
you have not tolked with the man
around the corner, with the clothier, the
butcher and the bonker, He hos his
ideas obout your job and your needs.
He moy be wrong. You could readily
put him right, providing you also un-
derstood his problems when he starts
talking about his troubles and blaming
everything on faxes.

Mo persan should hide himself within
the confining circle of his own profes-
sion. You thus miss o chance to trade
idens. Your neighbor is losing what you
might be able to contribute to his
knowladge and undarstanding. You are
losing @ chance to get an outsider's
ideas, which might help you better to
understand and decl with the child thot
comes from that neighbor's home.

Following are o few statements from
the current Issue of Time:

“Most schools were ol leakt 50 years
behind times, It evidently tokes cbout
50 years to ge! o needed new idea
tried out, ancther 50 to get It widely
adepted.

“Two schools in three were bedeviled
by polities.

“Although the United States public
spends §2,250,000,000 o year on its

ond policy making. They are using ad-
visory boards, made up of citizens of
the community. Advisory boards for
special problems and occosions are alse
belng used. In other words—any way to
make more favorable contacts fer the
schools and to give the public an op-
pertunity to share in the responsibility
for planning and policy making and o
help the schools in other ways than
merely by paying out tax money to
support it. | have ssen the wisdom of
such o procedure oo many times ever
to doubt its worth,

“.Program Should Be Cenfinueus

The public relations program should
be o continuous thing, week in and
week out, every day in the yeor, year
ofter year. The doy of high pressure
campaigns for any specific purpose is
over, and only so for as the public re-
lations pregrom is carefully plennad
and carried out will it be successful.
The most effective manner 1o win edu-
cational battles is to have these botiles
fought by lay friends of education, with
the administrators and teachers in the

-

background. In checking over groups .

in our town who are octively tied up
with some phose of our educational
program, | was rather surprised to find
that wa have four types of advisory
commiltess from the community at
large. In addition to thess, we have the
Garden Club, Parent-Teacher Associa-
fion, Woman's Club, three service
groups, two lodges, ene department of
city government, three ladies’ ouxiliar-

public schools, it knows little ond op-
porently cares less whether its schools
are up-to-dofe”,

If the above statements are Irue,
there is o real job for public relations
between the schools and the public,
Understanding and the logical solution
of problems come best from free com-
marce in ideas, friendliness, helpfulness
ond tolerance.

ies, the American Legion, Business and
Professional Women's Clubs, Pilor's
Club, Goodfellows' Club, and prebably
others. All ef thess organizations take
an active interest in, ond help to fur-
ther some particular phase of our pub-
lic educational progrem. What does
this mean? Does it mean that these or-
gonizations feel thot they can dictate
to the school concerning its policies
and program? Mo, | never hove feli
that to be true—rather, because they
feel they have a part in, and a per-
sonal interest in the school, they are
defending it and helping it whenever
they can. Many of the ideas which we
have put into effect in our school sys-
temn are the result of suggestions fron
the members of these organizations,
and from individuals in the community
who are sincerely interested in the suc-
cess of our school. Members of these
groups are first to defend the school
because they understand the program
best.

The public in general is becoming in-
creasingly awara that we must have
social intelligence on the part of all
our citizens if our democracy and dem-
ocratic ideals ore to survive. Wa must
demonstrate to them that the schoals
are the logical and majer means by
which we can produce that intelligent
citizenry, To do this, we must use imog-
ination, showmanship, educational plan-
ning and foresight. We must constantly
question our educaticnal program, seek-
ing always to Improve the service of
the schools 1o our individual commun-
ity and to the state, for os | said before,
the first essential in o good interpreta-
tien program s o good school system.
It is of vital importance that the people
have the focts cencerning the schools.

In every community we have people
who for one reason or anather are will-
ing ond anxious to discredit the schosl,
They use many maethods to sway public
opinion, We must be ever alert to coun-
teract distortion, misstatements, and
emctionalism when used ogoinst the
schoal. We must have community con-
fidence and co-operation—withaut |t
we can do nothing effective. With it
we con do anything within reason,




Second Annual

® The Second Annual Institute on Pro-
fessional Relations wos held at Arizono
State Teochers College on Thursday and
Friday, June 19 and 20, 1941. The in-
stitute was sponsored by the college in
cooperation with the Arizona Education
Association and the MNational Education
Agsaciation,

Early in February invitations were
sant fo the educaters of the Salt River
Valley and surrounding territory to be
presant at @ meeting of the Planning
Committee to be held ot the Hotel
Westword Ho in Phoenix. The mesting
was held in Phoenix rather than Tempe
since it was more occessible fo Moy
teachers.

Mare than fifty tecchers were pres-
ent and took part in the discussion of
topics and plans for the institute, The
members of the commiltes represented
oll the various fields of the teaching
profession — the State Department of
Education, county superintandents, su-
perintendents, principals of high schools,
principals of grode schools, college
teachers, high school teachers, grode
teachers, and speciol teachers.

The committee discussed various
plans of conducting the institute. Speak-
ers agreed, generally, that the largest
possible amount of participation from
the floor was desiroble. The commiltes
voted fo use the panel plan of pre-
santation, allowing the opening speak-
er from flifteen to twenty minutes to
present the major issues. After o
lengthy discussion on the general topic
it was obvious that some topic relating
to Mational defense was favered. The
wording of the theme was left to o pro-
gram commiftee consisting of eight
members appointed by the chairman,
The committee selected the following
topic: “What is the Place of the School
in o Democrocy in Werld Crisis?”

The panels were organized by first
deciding wpon four sub-themes, then
selecting the chalrman for sach having
a special interest in the topic. The

chalrman In turn chose the members of  won “What Should the Schools be

Institute

On Professional Relations
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the panel. It was suggested to chair-
men o select people including loymen
having an interest and a contribution
in the field. Thus, there were repre-
sented on the panels college presidents,
the state department, all grades of pub-.
lic schoal work, college professors, min-
isters, public service workers, business
men, U. 5. Army representotives, ond
housewives,

Each panel chairman wos asked to
prepare. in typed form o set of theses,
Thesa theses were mimeographed and
distributed to those attending, afford-
ing a basis for discussion. In aoddition,
in preparing the printed program, five
or six central questions gleoned from
each of the theses were printed so that
thoss receiving programs would know
something of the scope of the discus-
sion, ond be prepored to moke con-
tributions,

The topic selected for tha first session

Doing Toword Military Daefense in o
Demeocrocy?™ This brought forth dis-
cussions on the physical Education pro-
gram, vocational education, military
training, and B, Q. T, C, For the second
session the fopic was: “What Should
the Schools be Doing Toward Economic
Defense in o Democrocy?” This dis-
cussion centerad around problems of
cconomic maobilization, “tetal war,” in-
dividval and national self-sulficiency,
and purchose ond use of consumer
goods., “What Should the Schools be
Doing for Morol Defense in o Democ-
racy? was the topic for the third ses.
sion. This discussion dealt chiefly with
methods of giving students o better
understanding of the meaning of
democracy, the implications of tha Bill
of -Rights, rocial tolerance, and unself-
ish service, The theme for the final
meeting wos: “What Should the Schools
be Doing Teward the Building of Batrer
International Relations?’ The discus-
sion centered about such perplexing
and confroversiol issues os the follow-
ing:

Desirable and undesirable interna-
tional ralations, social proctices injuring
international relations, and what the
school can do that will eventually im-
prove international relations.

All of these topics have implications
that go directly to the roots of men's
philosophies and beliefs. Differences of
opinion were inevitable. Opinions wera
frealy given ond just os freely refuted,
but that Is tha democratic way. One
student said, “It wos the most stimulat-
ing series of meetings | ever attended,
althaugh | was somewhat disturbed by
the lock of ogreed-upon conclusions.”
Again, that is the democratic way, Yes,
it is confusing, and ir's a hard way,
but that way lies freedom. Out of the
welter of confusing voices, we balieve
that truth and virtue finally will find
their proper ploces.

(Raprint from Ocrober luus)
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Progress in Professionalization of Teachers

Hlm far s teaching  progressed
towanl a true profession and what
can teachers do to improve their pro.
fessional stats? These are questions
the West Virginia School Journal pro-
pounded thres years ago,

At that time there hod been held re.
cently at Gearge P'eabody college in
Nushville the Frstin-all-time institute
on professional relations.

This eonference agreed upon a sel ol
criteria for measuring o profession and
then attempted 1o apply (he yardstick 10
teaching in order to see how well we
measured up to the standards.

Just preceding the raising of these
questions by the Journal a group of
aboul sixty leading stale educators had
assernbled in Charleston with Dr. Charl
Ormond  Williams, Director of Field
Service of the National Education As-
sociation, Washington, present to take
steck of eur professional rating and 1o
devise & program of action for the pur-
prest sl improving it

Out of this first meeting of the State
Education Association, the NEA Direc-
tor and members of the State Department
of Education emerged the West Virginia
Plan with its provisions for a state co-
vrlinuling committee,  This cummilles
st up a plan of action for the state-
wide and countywide affiliasted nssocia-
tions in order that all teachers and those
preparing to teach might share in the
professionalization program,

|lwmhwwlumwhltbug
years have brought to the movement,
Here are some of the concrete evidenc.s
which the Journal believes have resclied
froms the attempt of the organized
prafession to appraise its prolessional
standing and to engage in for it
hmprovement.

Teachors have become more “organ.
ization™ consciows. Whereas West Vir-
ginia bad an earcllment in the NEA of
1605 in 1930, the state now has 3,148

an imreass of B9

It is significant 1o ohecrve that enroll-
ment in the State Education Association
for 1940-41 up about 1,301
meimbers above what it was the preced-

h%'il‘::ut doubst an alert and betier ar-
gonized  State Education Assoclathon
membership had much to do in providing
the stimulus for and pchievement of the
fine shoal measures thal were wrilien

By
DAVID KIRBY
With an introduction by
Jo H. MICKMAN

Teachers are mare alive ta the duties,
ahligations and the implications of their
profession than ever before. Progress
is being made toward impraving our-
selves professicoally,

The stale coofdinating commitice since
1938 has taken o leading part in plan.
ning professicnalization conferences dur-
ing the susiimer term ot the beacher train.
ing institutions. To assist in Use further
professionalization of teaching, the of-
lice of the State Hoard of Education in
1938 planned 1o cooperate in holding
conferences cn professional relations in
the teacher education colleges of the
state.  The secretary of the State Daard
of Elucation has been active Loth in
planning the conlereoces for Iraining
institutions and participating in them.
ere ara found large nundsers of [rus-
pective teachers ns well as teachers in
service, The conlerence Hugrans are
most frequently baill around questions
within the scupe of the eriteria set up
lor mensuring the profession. Desirabilo
standards of the profesion are dis:
cussed ; camclusivns are peached; the
road to progress is imdicated,

West Virginin has sssumed an fiu-
portant rule among all the siotes in of-
forts to elevate the professional stand-
ards of teaching. In 1939 woven con-
ferences were held, The number in.
ereased Lo twelve lnst year with an equal
number for this year. The aggregste
altendance al these conlerences the past
summer was close to twenty-five hun-
dred.

The West Virginia Sste Classroom
Teachers Associstion plans to hold re-
gional confarences during the winter on
“prefesslonalization” 1o discuss ways
in which the orgasieation may Le of
professional aid te leachers

In planning and carrying out ihe
programs for the suminer school con-
ferences several of the training fustit-
tions enlisted large numbers of stodents
o well as focully members, Ofcials
and vafl members of the State Educa-
Vion Association and of the Depariment
of Education participated both in the
making of programs, In service on com-
mittees nnd discussion grovps.  The state

lining procedures for the guidance of
those directly put in charge of conler-
enoe ArTangensenls.
Through the 1941 conferences ran the
puTposes:
1. To cause large pumbers of toach-
een to talk of leaching s o professicnal
public service,

2 To see ourselves as others sen us
il to look inta the mirror of self erit-
icism.

3. Ta become better acquainted with
fellow teachers. Uncthical relationships
spraut in the soil of ignorance, sus.
pician and fear,

4. To develop a professional colesive-
ness in the teaching service by stronger
organizations. The ohjectives of strong:
er professional organizatiois should be
secured by improved service and closer
coaperation of school and community,

G, To swoken and cullivate the de-
sire for sell-government.

6. To develop pride in the service of
teaching to the end that “[ am just a
teacher” will give way to | am a
teacher.”

Although the general theme of West
Virginia conferences for the summer of
1941 was “The Teaching Profession
Looks Ahead in Teacher and Public
Relutions,” consideration was given to
mare than situstions precipitated by the
national erisin

In answer to the question, “What do
teachers expect of the pullic?™ the con-
[erences spoke as follows:

L. Children clean in body nnd with
sillicicnt rest to keep them alor.

2. Good enviroumment in the home.

3. Critical but sympathetic antitude
temard the schoul progron,

4, Sullicient fumibs lor wodvrn and
miberjunte schools,

5. Auendance at the schools' public
Tuncticns, such as plays and commence-
menks.

6. That school and studemt interests
I respentonl by enpliyers seeking labar-
s,

7. That teachers be accorded the
right as citizens 1o participate in poli-
ties, slthough political propagands
shesibil Tinl o place i the schoalraam,

8. That in times of crisis, the school
sandards and entrance requirements to

Tencher groups requesied representa:
tives of the public 1o be present at the
1941 mestings 1 tell the teachers what
the public expeets frian ihe schools, This
sproke i public: (1) Teach and tum
st puapils well-poanded on moral snd




that of the student and civilian. [4) The
public wants n“school product eapable
ol adapting itsell 1o the many sided
witzations of life,

I some respects the public, as repre-
senled, wos very caustic. “Some teach-
ers lack wisdom aud uniderstanding;
some lack depth; some lack interest in
children; some possess & routine mind-
sel same are remote from life's activi-
Liea; some lack o sense of values; and
some [ail 1o accept responsililities,”

The replies of the teachers are inter-
esting.  “Not denying the truth af the
allegations, the professional group sc-
cepls the challnge by answering that
teachers ahould (1) develop in personal.
ity, (2} share in communily activities,
(3) build & better philosophy, (4) be
representative cilizens, (5) be chosen
anid retained becawse of high standards
in i 1 and rofessi 1w
tainments, (6] develop a better, practi:
cal view of problems i everyday life.”

In order ?: reach an u-ruﬂnun&ln
Letween the two points of view where dj'E
ferences do exist, the leaching prefes-
sion, uy representod in the meetings of
1941, declared that both the public and
children should be instructed in the
meanings of education and in the con-
tributions of education to business, pali-
tics, religion, and econamic enterprise;
that parents should know about and as-
sist in the formutien of the school pre-
gram; that local, state, and national
education associntions prepare, with the

i of lay re tatives, mo-
terisls  on  educationsl  develupments
which will aid beth pupils and patrans
ta realize the value of education to the
natien; that there should be closs work-
ing relationships amang agencies having
educational functions, such as local,
state, and national education mssocia-
tions, United States Office of Education,
State Depariment of Eduscation, Fulure
Teachers of America, Awerican Legion,
Farm Bureau, Amevican Association of
University Women, Federation of Wo-

i
it
il

fiid

:;4
L
i
Hi

part of o single state-administrated pub-
lic schaal system, Thinl, by supporting
consistently  professional  organieati
which pioncer advancement in public
education through local, state, and na-
tional education nssociations and the re-
lated affiliates,

Mare than laws are necessary 1o make
good school systems. The canlercnces
emphasized the foct that the revised
coda of ethics of the National Education
Associntion should be read by every
teacher; that cach one should know the
principles by which “the cther teacher™
ought o live,

It was concluded that unethical prac.
tices on the part of tse teachers shauld
be peporied to the proper professional
persoua; the principal or superintend-
ent, mever direetly to the school board,
In some instances, continoed this re
port, it would be bettor 1o begin with
the ofending party if such netion would
end the unprofessionsl mactice. [n the
discussion, one participant rafsed this
question, “Does good professional and
ethical procedure dictale that one teach.
er should report the misconduct of an
other teacher?” This was the ruply

Schoels are lor children, 1f repart-
ing be in the interest of the children, |
thuuld report, lut | should be sure of
my evidence, The group averred that
a stalle profession cannot be  built
around vsethical teachers; that a teach-
et is uncthical who does not support the
prafessional organieations Ly at least
sisctibierahip in thom . . . that it i the
business of the professional arganization
to soe that teachers become good teach.
ers and good leachers, belter teachers,
Uhuie place 1o slop poor teaching is st the
dieor ol the profesion—permit unly good
haman materinls to enter. One nssem-
lily asked, “Shauld teachers Le required
to join one of the professionnl arganiza.
tions before admission to public school
service?” The conclusion of that group
was “yes.” The teacher not & member
ol prolessional organizations enjoys
benefits secured by the arganization but
dﬂhﬁmm{nmf'wwlﬂl
own welfare, Some of the common ex.
cusen heard lor net supporting the pro-
fessional groups are “we do wot altend
ur are pot permitted to attend meetings
avd the Doard of Education feels that
the tims s lost™ Words of warning
wers sounded in one of the meetings.
Insistence on strong, closely knil techer
organigations, without constant empha.
sis on full understanding and acceptance
ul the chatarioristios of o professicn will
leadd to many dificultios lor pulidlic school
teachers, Again, the present tenure law
has cmssed many county superintend.
cists Lo exercise greabor cars in recome
mending new teschers to the boards of
vducation, Onee emplayed now, in
West Virginis, a tescher must be shawn
cause of issal by the board.

The conlerences an teaching es a pro-
femsion in tsls state for the summer of
151 wers betler or poorer than thoss
of 1940 1o the exiont that the planning

wus more effective or less careful than
previously, There were good sessions
in 1M1 whero there woie [ wpes in
1840, s viee versa.  Exporience indi.
cules reliminary conlesences should be
carefully organized so thal some units
will nol be overloaked and cthers have
tuir Tew persona for profitalile work, Such
cinletences, Lo gl ihe hest eesulis,
should be estalilished two or three weeks
prior ta the geoeral mecting, A practice
review ar bwo i most helpful in repart.
lug the gist ol apivion lo the whols as-
semlly. With this background, dis-
vussion is not dilbcult to generate, In
fact, & few “planted” questions help re-
net Ahe millsgousearound-theneck i
ke so abliverent fo the chairman of
the geswral debate, Ouce questions be-
gin, wiliers lullow suil. Too moch time
is aften given 10 guest speakers for the
greatest good of any conference, Some
i Ul best resirlts elaatned in this Stale
have bevn with guest speakers acling as
cunisullants and participating in the dis-
cussion for short perluds ot o tioe, 1t s
Inpjmactant and professionsl that the an-
nounced lime limits be observed. Noth.
ing breaks contributory interests quite
sa mitsch as an elongated program.

A "live and ten" program on tesching
a8 a profession fs being discussed Ly
leaders in the West Virginia movement
to make public school tesching more
professional, A one-woek semmer eon-
lerence, composed of representatives
from sach of the following: Matioual
Edducation Associaticn, State Educativn
Assaciation, each aliliate of the state as-
socialion, each college offering teacher
education, sed as maty county associo-
tions as possille, would be called to ex.
amine the potentinlities of this undes
taking. The conference would be of the
warks type. For example, the fist stcp
LTI 1 [ P TH— progirss made Lo date
biy the organized profession teward the
attainment of the gosls set in the West
Virginia plan cited alove. One day
should be sulligient for this task, Thes
allow a day to determine ohjectives that
should be sitsinable in five years amd
olher alias in ten years. Assign 1o small
commitiees the duty of suggesting ways
and means for socomplishing the agreed.
upon goal. Morning genernl sssemblies
for the other days of the week would be
ote by commilles reports to keep
the hﬁ conference abreast and o pro-
vide the several commitles members with
comments and criticiens from the com
mitloe-ol-dhe-whole.  Afternoons
evenings, except the recrestion periods
from four to slx, would be consumed by
salcommitio scssions, The final mormn-

charting and maintaining progress in
the develupasent of understanding in the
roal nwaning of teaching as & professbon.




Institute On Professional Relations

The first munual Listitute on Pro-
Tessiomn] Melatiops wos Deld ot the
Vniversity of Wyombng, Angust 7
winildl B, 11, sponsored Ly the Na-
tial - Eluention  Association, Wyu
wing Edueation  Associntioag, Hinte
Department  of  Eildueation, Whye.
ming Congress of Parents anld
Teachers, Countly Superintendents’
Assiclation nnd the iniversity of
Wyninbge,  &n effurt was mnde b
=eviiie moreprisentnlive crossseetiong
ufl professional wwd lay theught in
the stnedy of selioo] problems,

The Notieml FEilmeation Sssocis-
tion @il the University were respoa
sible for the wmajor ansount of the
wark,  Miss Clarl Ornoml Willins.
nmad Tre. W, O, Heusser were in ne-
tive elharge of the ergunletion il
wotilinet  of  the  justitnte, Ol
spenkers wern Dr, David B, Klein,
e, Curroll Mkinson, Dre, Philip W,
le Cox. Dr. Panl W, Haveiley aml
Denn 0, ©, Sehwiering. The tlires
panel aliscussion groups weee led by
I Iy Darland,. Kathleen Hewry aml
Florenee Hebl, (leerge Wilson sion-
warioel, *Seme High Points of the
UConferenee.”” A, A Slede, 1L H,
Maoyer, Mrs. Fred Pstersan, hath-
leen Memry wmd Mes. Neil Sinith
wern menibers of the Evaluating
Cammittes. The report of this com-
mittee will he of great help to thows
in charge of planning the hstitnte
for 1042,

Purpose

The gnirpuse of the institute is the
improvement of professional  rela.
tionships smong teachers niml pu-
pils, teachérs and the professicn,
aid teachers and the pohlie, A
stuidy of these relutions awd theip
mlaptation to & democratie soiety
was the theme of the entire pro-
gram, The varions sspects of pro-
fessianal relations were dealt with
by competent  eluentors.  Pupils,
tenchers, schnal administrators, nl
parents were given am opportunity

te alisenss problems of welioo] wml
eomaminity  thevagh posel  diseas.
sl

Souie High Moints

A sommaey of Miss Willlams" al-
dev o “The Place anil arposs
of an Lstitute" wppears on page &
af this e, SHommaries of other
mildremsen aml disewssions will g
pear in subseiguent issaes,  The o
spirationn] wililresses secial ot flst
Phanaghe b Dsg thie Diigh geoiots, Do
um reflecting, wnst tenchers will peal-
ize that the pavel discossions wer
equnlly valuahle,

That  the  demserstic  voncept
should stress Jemlership consistent
wit e leinseratie way of 1ife was
the key wote of De, W, (°, Rousser's
wililress.  Theoigh & type of orgnil-
antion which permits of chaniels for
intelligent pagil, teweber wud pareat
participation, the sdvantages of the
semieratic Farm of sdministention
iy e muaiele anlweigh thi dlisnd-
vintoges. 1t the arens b whiel
they will participaie in poliey-mak-
g must b elenrly defined §f 1l
e ol pareiits, quipils snd feschi-
wrm s fa b st helpfol, The pasel
Agreed that the demsseestic pulicies
shoild lse muilo fanetional n our
selisale

e, Maewdey's mildees o menns
ul sehoul futerpretation dol fnte a
panel discussion of the function of
the I'TA in relation to the school
il mbso i fo the usefulnes of
pupil fnterpretation of e sl
through his parents

The mental attitimde of the teacher
is prohably wore hnpartant thn ler
subject matter peeparcation, necord-
ing to Dr. David W Klein, Recog-
nition of individual pupil personal-
ity i the keynote of nmeliorntive
montnl hygiene,

Plean 0, (', Rebwiering s disepssion
of “The Relwol amld the (‘omm-
nity™" shonld help teachers as well
ms  superintendents.  The  schoal
should be eonsideral ss one af the

lewrnlng ll-&ln“"lllll. The  schisid
slwiulhil eoapernte witli the  prafes
wioenl md Bslasteial orgaukzations
of the eonimanily el eoondinate
their Tunetbons with the sehool te
seeire flie Dost posialts.

Eealivat tun

There wos a gowl attendanes of
v liisinstie teneliers amd ndminkst p-
tars whie were interested in the im.
provensent of themsselves ol their
profession,  The group  attribotel
burge ereildit Tor the suvesss of s
hstbinte b thie direetor, e, Bes-
mrr, anal wls eapiressel ||J|_|rr;i|.||'|-|p
i the NEA rejpoesentutive, Miss
Ularl 0, Willinas, far the finsperin-
thnml lenilership given,

The fstitute was listinetly 1wl o
meeting i which  teachers wore
“tallod 1o’ eutively, i eathier ame
i which they sl o signifleant por,
Response from the Hoor was gool
bt there bs romn for improvement
of this featire,

The eommitter fuvorel 8 Bveyear
frrogram for the Gmperovesient  of
prolessionil  relutivns  wmg 1l
teachers of Wysndng. Wy pliosibie
an wnienl dnstitate over n Bveyear
presinl, peerkeps e cammittes eoll
Wl i more Feasilile G Tor the
sessiois  Uhan  during  the  seeoaml
term of summer schoal, |

Daspelrntinaml mibilevsses by selisol
specinlists shoulil b part of the
progrim hat i1 wonld doulitless le
valunkile te also have elassroom
tenchers participate i this phise
al the program, Small 1oy LT LR
Tervnives might also bl 1o e valoe
ol the Bastitate. The eommitiee
reeommended that the fustitute o
miare wiilely publicized among the
il members of the University nnsd
the teachers of the siuie,

The sugpestion to ncluds sxlilsdis
af materinls nud methods of familinr.
irig e public with the work of
e sehols b worthy of consislera.
tion, The development aof a irie
prvfessionnl spdrit o the tewcling
profession sloall sle result in w
better  relationship  between  the
selinnds ol thoe puabiliie,

(Meprintrd e the WYDMIRG BEUPCATION NXEWH, Novrmier, LT




January El, 1844

Taar Mias Willia=sa:

Thank you for telling we of Urs, Hllimon's
geod report on my Wisit and for sending me the
vary fine letters from members of your staff,

1 tm 80 glad they felt my visit worth while.

1 have, of gourse, no ebjectitn to the
printing of the artiole in the Journsl snd have
approved the copy sent me,

I hopa that you &re as comfortable
ap pomsible and that you will be back in Washing-
ton according te your planm,

Sinoecely yours,

’,n' A (If’
R,




MNATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
| 1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, M. W.. WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

o
] i Jﬂ‘ |
Dictatad in New York
January 24, 1944
Transcribed in TWashington
Jamiary 26, 1944

¥rs. Franklin D. Foosevelt ’ e
The White House \ A t
washington, D. C. } \

Re: Yrs. Rocsevelt's Address to the Headquarters Staff |
on_Janusry 2l ﬁ*. ik

Near Mrs. Foosevelt:

UWrs., Ellison, my friend and secretary, left right after your speech and
reached my hospital room about seven o'clock with a glowing account of our
Friday morning staff meetingz in wnich you were the centrel figure. From
every point of wview, I am thoroughly and happily satisfied with all that
took place. I am deeply grateful, end so is every member of our steff, I
am sure.

In the arternoon mail came the two letters which I am enclosing. Ay their
informality, you can discern that the writers never suspacted that you would

| see them. If it is not too much trouble, I siould like these letters returned
to me at the National Education Association.

The first of last week I teleploned Mr, Givens and told his I thought we should

have a page in our Jourmal, telling of your visit and ziving the high points

of your speech. You probably noticed two of the Journal staff members taking

notes as you telked. I am sending word to our editor, ¥r. Morgan, by Mrs. '
Ellison that a copy of that page should bé sent to you for your aporoval be- '
fore it goes to preass.

Our Journal has a circulation of about 290,000 and goes to all the libraries
of any consequence in the country. Articles are often cooied in the state
Jjournals which have a circulation of about 750,000. I am sure that our Journal
writers will not use any of the "off the record" stories that you told them.

If for any reason you think this article should not be carried, do not hesitate
to say so. Personally, I think it would be a very fine thing.

I am poing to write you some other letters, so I shall not have to make this
one too long. The subjects will be stated at the top of each letter in order
that you may easily find them in your files if you need to look at them azsin.

Nratefully yours,

Charl Ormond Williams




SECRETARY'S NOTE:

The pircure of Mrs. Rocsevelt was
recédived at this office Monday

and was forwsrded to Wiss Williams,
¥ along with the President!s, January Zt.
| Miss Williams will be doubly delighted.




NATIOMAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, M. W. WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dictated New York
January 24, 1944
Transcribed Wasbington
Januery 20, 1944

The White House

=
‘rs. Franklin D. Roosevelt \
Wasaington, D. C. JAK D704 \

Re: The Presicdent's Photograph

Wy dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

On Sunday only special delivery letters reach the hospital. Yesterday one
came from my assistant secretary in Washington, saying that a large brown
envelop had come from the White House. Sensing that it might be a ohoto-
graph, which she hesitated to forward in the mail, she opened it. She said
it was a large photograph of President Roosevelt shout 11 by 14 inches, which
wrs autographed as follows: "For Charl Williams from her old friend, Franklin
I. Roosevelt." You have no idea how that letter and the thought of tnat
shotograph wnich I lonz heve wanted brightened my day.

¥rs. Ellison will return to the office on Wednessdey morning, and the first
charge on her time is to have tmt photograph packed in wood and sent to
me by registered mail, special delivery. I want this done, even though I
may return to Washinzton arounc February 1, if the doctor here permits.

Wrs., Ellison had alresdy delivered your message to me that you gave her at
our building, and I suspected that this was tha photograoch you had in mind,
but I did not expect to receive it sc soon. I tnought mayhe it was yours,
which I hope to receive before too long. If I gzo to a Sashington hospital,
I shall heve a special table in my room for thess two photographs, for I
shall be writing letters to groups of a hundred neople at the time, and
many people will call to see me. As soon as the photograph reaches me, I
shall write the President s letter which I shall ask you to deliver to him.

These photographs and the beautiful silver tray will be handed down in our
family for gemerations to come. Thank you a tnousand times for your thought-
fulness. I do not see how you are able to remember all thase things with
all that you have to do.

Faithfully youra,
— BT O SOt

Charl Ormond Williams




lay 16, 1944,

Uy dear Uisa Willlama:

Ura, Roosevelt has asked me
to send you the nams u].'x/m-u. Jozen Irwin,
Hotel Roosevelt, -Tnuhir.:gtun, D Ca  lirs,
Irwin Le assoclated with "Participatisn
of Women in Fost War Planning."

Very alncerely youra,

Secretary to
kra, Roosevelt.

Miss Charl 0. Willi:oas
1201 Sixteenth Street, L. i.

Hashington, D. C.




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONM OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N, W., WASHINGTON &, O c. / 34
L

/ [L.'. '
Aot June 11, 1944

lirs. Franklin L. Hoosevelt
The .hite House
dashington, L. C.

Yy dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
I am enclosing in this letter the following:
1. The program of the conference

2. 4 letier about the luncheon arrangements to all the women
who have accepted our invitation

3.« The revised summary statement of the confarance.

4+ A letter I wrote you yestsrday which [ =m sendin, "for the
record," evsn though you know about £ll the items sxcept
IV and VI.

I am fairly thrilled over the Yresident's aporoval of our conference and his
prompt decision to send two observers. Lstters have bean written to Judge
Fosenman and Mr. Laniels. The support of the Prisident of the Unitcd Stetes
and the wholehearted cooperation of ths State Deptrtment, to say not ing of
your interest in this conference, will give it truly historic siznificance.

The interest in this conference here in iashinzton is runninz hizh, ard a lare
number of women hsve telephoned me about the possihility of recaiving an invi-
tation. To all of them I heve replied with franknsss and diolomacy. J3ince ons
big idea of this conference was to achieve zood will, I have heen very careful
not to leave any sore spots anywhere if this could be svoided.

I am having enough mimeographed material from the conference to send to all T

whoc wanted to come but who could not be invited. If all the speskers comply fot!

with our request — and I think probsbly all but two will do so — we shall i

ha ith the other materizl, about twelve piles of mimeographed material of [| | ',

300,éach. lor this we shall need a table with three chaira for three people ;1’ i
[ Y-

who will distribute this to the delezates. . ,{
e
I want you to know that I have consulted twelve or fifteen women here in
fiasrington gbout the conference and the program, and sll of them now feel that
they have had a real part in it. In addition they have contributed excellent
ideas and suggestions, prectically all of which have been used. My only regret
is that I had to recall twenty-seven invitations, and that I did with the utmost
feeling. I was determined that the discourazing letlers sbout the impossibility
of securing railroad and hotel reservetions would not provent our having our
quota of two hundred woren present. 'We even wrote twenty invitatlons which we




held in reserve to send out at & moment's notice 1f "regrets" were recaived.
We have not had to mail a one of tlose, ;

4= have worked like beavers on this conference, Mrs. locsevelt, but it has been
= labor of love. My staff has been depleted, but we have drawn on secretarial

help from all over our headquarters. Mrs., Dickinson of the GFIC had her staff

write the first two hundred invitations, and thai was = grcat help.

You will note on the progrem that L ha'e sssigned 2 definite tise for these
speakers, and 1 expect to hold them to the time desiznated. There will he
a time keeper with a stopwatch in her hand. Also, since I h=ve to preside,
I am .oing to rule out of order extraneous questlons which soms people may
went to inject, for the simple reason that this conlsrence #2s czlled to
support one idea and one only.

I am looking forward with plessure to seeiny you on iednesday mornin:, end T
mey come a little early.

Cordially yours,

r,afﬁé?iZitnq_L éjmm#u+-~4t. ﬁLJ;i#cvl**—-

Cherl Crmond Williams
Lirector of Fielc Service

COi /1we



A CONFERENCE

on

HOW WOMEN MAY SHARE IN POST-WAR POLICY-MAKING

The White House

June 14, 1944

MORNING SESSION — 103100 A.M,

I, Opening the Conference —— Eleanor Foosevelt

II. Women's Responsibility in World Affairs

Lucy Howortp — 10 minutes
Member Legal Staff, Veterans' Administration

III. Women's Experience on Recent Internaticnal Councils

1.

2s

3.

e

Se

6.

Discussion — 20 minutes

Josephine Schain — 10 minutes
Delegate to the Food Conference of the United Naticns 5
Hot 3prings, Virglnia, May 1943

Ellen 5. Woodward — 10 minutes

Membar, Social Security Board

Adviser to U.S.A. Member, Council of the United Nations Relief
and Rehabilitation Administration, Atlantic city,
November 1943

C. Mildred Thompson — 10 minutes

Dean of Vassar College

Delegate to the Conference of Allied Ministers of Education,
London, April 1944

Margaret Chase Smith — 10 minutes

Congresaman from Maine

Technical Adviser to the delegates of the International Labor
0ffice Conference, Philadelphia, April 1944

Frances Perkins — 10 minutes

Secretary of Labor

Chairman, U, §. Government delegation to the International Labor
0ffice Conference, Phlladelphia, April 1944

Elissbeth A. Conkey — 10 minutes

Adviser to U.8.A. Member, Council of the United Nations Relisf
and Rehabilitation Administration, Atlantic City,
November 1943

FECESS FOR LUNGHEON

( OVER)



-

S

AFTERNOH SESSION — 2500 P.M,

IV: Fuature Opportunities in Nationsl and Internaticnal Fnliu;r—hhk!..ng
1. 0. Howland Shaw — 20 minutes
Asoistant Searetary of State

Helen Fogers Reid — 15 minutes
Vice-Presidant, Herald-Tribune

3. Ruth Bryan Rohde — 20 minutes
Former Asbasseder to Denmark

Discusslon — 20 minutas
V. Busineas of the Confereonce — 45 minutas
A Summary Statement of the Conference
The Continuation Comaittes
Roster of Qualifisd Woman
Resolution of Appreciation

¥VI. Closing Words — Elsanor Roosevelt




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W., WASHINGTON 6. D. C.

P \
(s OIS At ”

et g e i

June T, 1944

Dear Merber of White House Conference;

Two hundred women have accepted the invitation to attend

the conference at the “hite House on Yednesday, June 14, 1944,
for a morning and an afterncen session, They represent in part
seventy-five of the largest and oldest organizations of wemen
in the tnited States, and they are coming from every section
of the country, from states as widely separated as Cregon,

New Mexico, Texas, Vississippi, and laine., e firmly believa
the meeting will be an historic milestone in women's econtribu-

tion to society.

At the morning session we shall hear from the women who have
already served on inportant international commissions during

the past year.

The conference will recess at nocon when the delegates will go
to nearby hotels and restaurants for luncheon. :

Even under the conditions in wartime “ashington, we hope that
the conference will reconvene promptly at %-r_ri::J_'r_nlank in the
afternoon because the program is of unusual Iinterest.

At the close of the afternoon session, & statement of the ob-
jectives of the conference will be submitted to the delegates,

and other business will be transacted.
Sincerely yours,

ﬂ .m,f,. E/n.w pﬂ.ﬂt: L.).I: fjl‘-n‘-ﬂ

charl Ormond Williams
Director of Fleld Service




A SUMMARY STATEMENT OF THE CONFERENCE
o
HOW WOMEN MAY SHARE IN POST-WAR POLICY-MAKING
THE WHITE HOUSE

Juna 14, 1944

The tasks of war, of peace, of nation-planning must be shared by
men and women allke. No part of the citizenry holds a greater stake in the
democratic way of life, in plans for the recconstruction of an ordered world,
than the women of the nation. Women have been called upon to share the burdens
of war, to stand side by side with men on the production line and to complement
men in the fighting services. So women must share in the building of a poat-
war world fit for all citizens — men and women -- to live and work in freely
side by sida.

Eloquent appeals to women to prepare themselves to render the great-
88t posaible service to society in national and international councils have
racently been uttered by women leaders here and abroad. They have urged that
women should participate in any decisions for the future, now or later.

So.far very few women have sharslin the councils of natiomal and
intermational policy-making bodies. Yet, there are women in every country who ‘
are qualified and ready to contribute. We note with encouragement the recent |
appolntments of waren as United States delegates to the Food Conference, the
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitatien Conference, the Conference of Allied
Ministers of Education in Lendon, and the Tnternational lahnr;i:mfuranm.

Current developments make this the crucial moment for women and women's
organizations to prlua for the inclusion of qualified women as United States
delegates and advisers to international conferences and as members of national

policy-making bodies. Therefore, we, a group of 200 representative women, meeting

—fovesr)
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in Washington at the.White House on June 14, 1844, express our conviction that
women should take definite action now in order to implement the significant
statements of women leaders the world around, to see that women have a ghare in
national and internat ional planning, to see that wmen's proper contributions
are made "in giving all the world a chance to envision something a little
better than has been known before."

Wie therefore resolve that we will take every step within our power
to further the .aati\rn participation of qualifiea women in positions of

responaibility pertaining to the conduct of public affairs, national and

international.




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
| 1201 SIXTEENTH STR x::jy/ﬁu., WASHINGTON, O. C.
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Ky dear Krs. Hoosevelt: é@)

7. 1 an sanding you the first typed copy of the program which was finished only a
lew moments ago. I should like to know what you think of it. &z are asking you
to open the conference and say wrs tever you have on your heart for these wWomen,
and to presice and introduce the speakers at the morning session and =t the after-
noon session until we reach the business of the conference. At thst point, with
your zpproval, I will teke over that portion of the program and ive you a rest.

I thought thet it would be especially appropriate to send thess women out of the
“hite House with some closing words from you.

#11. finclcsed also is a revised copy of A SUMWANY SINIEFSN| OF THE CONFEHIICE.
This statement hes been edited out the substance of the original statement is
all included.

J~211. We think that a continuation committee made up of the followinz organizations
should be approved by the conference in order to build the roster of guelified
women and do whatever else is necessary to follow up the work of the conference: -
The National Federation of EBusiness and Frofessional domen's Clubs |
The Americen Assoclation of University Yomen |
The General Federation of Women's Clubs |
The Assocciated Nomen of the American Farm bureau Feceration |
The Naticnal Women's Trede Union League of America
The Mdational Education Association.
M'@ #e have excellent blanks for each delegate to take home with her to fill out I
ith the name of a well quslified women who might serve on these post-war commissions.
I dc not have a copy of the blank to send you, but it has been entirely worked over
by a group of five or six women.

//,ll-z 1 want you to know that the State Depsrtment has been marvelous in its cooperation.
Mr. Stettinius, Acting Secretary, is sending Mr. 0. Howland Shaw to ssoak on the
afterncon program, He will send both Mr. Lickey and Mr. Yordn to observe at both
sessions. The other Executive Nepartments sre doinp likewise and so rre other
8 encles such as the following: ONI, FEA,TMRRA, ILO.

VI. The Cabinet wives who are in the gity with the exception of Mrs., Stimson have
so far accepted. Several have had to regret bacsuse they are or will be ocut of F
the city., I had a beautiful letter from Mrs. Hull from Hershey, Sennsylvania,
saying she hoped to be here, .

. dy office has been besieged by telephcme calls and telegrams {rom neople
and organizations who want to be invited to this conference, The latest and

Y




3 [rom Emma Juffey Miller who vl jorously protosts that the
Nstional Woman's Party wis not invited. Alt:ouzh the limit h s bean résc
1 I sand har an invitation?

M‘ It woulc ba wondarful to have ~n alsarver sant by the P
Unitad States. Il he eouléd send a short message to Lhe conferance, that would be

a fitting climax. It meems terrible to suggest even one more idea to him at thi
critical time, but I leave it to you to do what y tiink best. farhaps the
sldant eauld designate you in your closing words to give thit

regident of Lh

1 may write
Sunday.

p:ain tomorrow, for I shall he working hare

Falthlully yours,

/é{,..; G dlii abas

*hiurl Crmond #ill

A -




Dear Wiss #Hillinms:
The irealdent wunts llsts
as they come in confidentielly and

women's politics supplied pleasel

Very slncerely yours,

Uiss Charl Ormond 4ililnms

Hational Educatlon hssociation or the U.3.
L2yl Sixteentn Streec, l. .

washingten 6), U. Ca




MATIOMAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 BIXTEENTH STAEET. H. W, WASHINGTON 8. D C

Franklin . HRoocsevalt
e Park, Dutchess County
v Tork
My desr Ers, fooasovell:

1 am sending you & cony of the letter and enclogures
which I am sending to the President tocay, and I srall
write you again as soon a8 I return from the Hepbblican
Comvention.

I hope you are getting some

Faithfully ycurs,

e 77 TTAY, GO, L oSG o 3

Cherl Ormond Williams
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MATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 8. D. ©

June 20, 1944

Mr. Jonathan W, Daniels

Administrative Assistant to tha Fresidant
The White House

Washington, D. C.

¥y dear Mr. Daniels)

You promised to deliver the enclosed letter to tha Frasident for me.

Hzalnditmmunnr-uth-tguiwm,Iulruidh
would never receive it.

Much appreeistion.,
~ Tours sincerely,

Charl Ormond #i1liama
Director of Fleld Service




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W., WASHINGTON 6. D, C

June 20, 1944

The President of tha United Statea
The White House
Weshington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

In the last hours befores I leave for the Republican Convention to try

to secure an education plank in the platform, I want to express to you

my desp appreciation of your cooperation whish gave color and significance
to our recent confersnce in the White House on How Women May Share in
Post=War Puli.cy-ﬂlking-

The Roster of Qualified Women to serve on national and international
commissions which may be set up as an outgrowth of this ;lobal war haa
caught the imagination of the press as well as of all who lave heard or
read about it, To make such a foster is a difficult and "dangerous"
task, tut we shall go about it in dead earnest, We shall hope to have
this 1ist ready in October at which time, if it is at &ll possible, we
should like to present it to you and the members of your Cabinet.

The 1llst of observers headed by the two you sppointed made a great
impression on those two hundred wowen and ,ave point and purpose to our
conference which will make it rememberad far into the future.

I do not meed to tell you that I have in mind other outcomes for this
meeting as well as the timely conference on Rurel Education which Mra.
Roosevelt and I are planning for the early days of September in the
White House,

When I listened to your beautiful prayer over the radio, I thought of
the one I prayed at our Christmas observance in 1943, a copy of which I
am sending you now. That was the only prayer I ever wrote in my life
and the only time I ever prayed in public. I shall continue to pray for
health and strength and wisdom in abundance for you in all that lies
ahaad,

Yours sincerely,

Chorl Ormond williama

CON /1we .




A CONFERENCE

on

HOW WOMEN MAY SHARE IN POST-WAR POLICY-VAFING
The White House

June 14, 1944

VORNING SESSION -- 10:00 AV,

I. Opening the Conference -- Eleanor Roosevelt

II. Women's Responsibility in World Affairs

Tucy Howorth —- 10 minutes
Vember legal Staff, Veterans' Administration

III.+ Women's Experience on Recent International Councils

1.

5.

4,

5.

Josephine Schain —- 10 minutes
Delegate to the Food Conference of the United Nations,
Hot Springs, Virginia, May 1943

Ellen S. Wocdward -- 10 minutes

¥ember, Sozial Security Board

Adviser to U.5.A. Vember, Council of the United Mations Relief
and Hehabilitaticn Administration Conference,
Atlantic City, November 1943

C. Miidred Thompson —— 10 minutes

Dean of Vassar College -

Delegate to the Conference of Allied Winisters of ®ducation,
London, April 1944 : v

Margaret Chase Smith — 10 minutes

Congrassman from Vaine

Technical Adviser to the delegates of the International Iabor
0ffice Conference, Fhiladelphia, April 1944

Frances Perkins —- 10 minutes

Secretary of Isbar

chairman, U, 5. Covernment delepation to the International laber
Office Conference, Philadelphia, April 1944

Elizabeth A. Conkey — 10 minutes

Vember, Roard of Commissionors, Cook County, Illinois

Adviser to U.5.k. )Vember, Council of the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration Conference, Atlantic City,
November 1943

Discussion -- 20 minutes

RECESS FOR LUMCHECN
(OVER)
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AFTERNOON SESSION -—- 2:15 P.M.

IV, "F‘ut.ura Opportunities in National and International Policy-¥aking
1. G. Howland shaw -- 20 minutes
¢ Assistant Secretary bf State

2. Helen Rogers Reid —- 15 minutes
Vice- President, Herald-Tribune

3. FRuth Bryan Rohde -- 20 minutes
Former Ambassadeor to Denmark

Discussion -- 20 minutes
V. Business of the Conference -- 45 minutes
A Summary Statement of the Conference
Roster of Qualified Women
The Continuation Committee

Resclution of Appreciation .

VI. Closing Werds — Elsanor Roosevelt




|
LIST OF OBSERVERS

For the Conference on

HOW WOMEN MAY SIARE IM FOST-WAR POLICY-LAKING
The White House
June 14, 1944

The President of the United States, the members of his Cabinet, and five
independent acencies and establishments were requested to send observers
to this conference. The 1list of those who will attend follows:—-

The President of the United States:
Judge Samuel I. Resenman, Special Counsel to the Pr&sident
Mr, Jonathan ", Daniels, Administrative Assistant to the President

Departmant of State:
¥r. John S. Dickey, Special Consultant
¥r, Richard W. Vorin, Speclal Assistant in the 0ffiece of Fublic
Information

Daepartment of the Treasury:
Mrs. VYarion G. Banmistar, Assistant Treasurer

Department of War:
¥rs, Warwick B. Hobart, Adviser to the Director of Civilian Personnel
and Training on the Employment of ‘fomen

Department of Justice:
Miss Helen R. Carloss, Special Assistant to the Attorney General

Post Office Department:
Viss Marguerite A. King, Administrative ksaistant to the Postmaster
Genoral

Department of the Navy:
Captain Mildred H. VeAfee, Director of the Tomen's Reserve of the
Inited States Maval Heserve

Department of the Interior:
Dr. Ruth Gruber, Field Representative

Department of Agriculture:
Viss Grace E. Frysinger, Scnior Homz Feonomist, Division of Field
Coordination

Departmont of Commerce:
¥r. Norman ¥, Baxter, Assistant to the Seer:tary’
¥r. W. C. Costello, Sprcial Assistant to the PBoard of Directors,
Reconstruction Finance Corporation

Department of labor:
¥iss Katharine F. lenroot, Chief, Children's Bureau

(OVER)
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A SUMMVARY STATEMENT CF THE CONFERENCE
N
HON WOMEN MAY SHARE IN POST-=WAR POLICY-MAKIMNG

THE WHITE HOUSE
June 14, 1944

The tasks of war, of peace, of nation-planning must be shared by
men and women alike, No part of the citizenry holds a greater stake in the
democratic way of life, in plins for the reconstruction of an ordered warld,
than the women of the nation. Women have been called upon to share the hurdens
of war, to stand side by side with men on the production line and to complement
men -in the fighting services. So women must share in the building of a post-
war world fit for all citizens — men and women — to live and work in freely
gside by side,

Eloguent appeals to women to prepare themselves to render the great-
est possible service to society in national and international councils have
recently been uttered by women leaders here and abroad. They have urged that
women should participate in any decisions for the future, now or later.

So far very few women have shared in the councils of national and
international policy-making bodies, Yet, there ars women in every country who
are qualified and ready to contribute. e note with encouragement the recent
appointments of women as United States delegates to the Food Conference, the
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Conference, the Conference of Allied
Vinisters of Educatiecn in London, and the International Labor Office Conference.

Current developments make this the crucial moment for women and women's
organizations to press for the inclusion of qualified women as United States
delegates and advisers to international conferences and as members of mational

policy-making bodies. Therefore, we, a group of 200 rapresentative women, meeting

(OVER)
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RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATICH

of fered by

¥rs. laFell Dickinsen, President of the General Federation of Women's Clubs
at the conference on
HOW WOMEM WAY SHARE IN POST-WAR POLICY-VAKING

The “hite House, June 14, 1944

The conference of 200 women called to meet at the Vhite House on
June 14, 1944, in the most critical pericd of 1'.1'u=-.I nation's history ‘
desires to express its appreciation to the President of the United States,
to the members of his Cabinet, and to the five independent agencies and
establishments

Foreign Economic Administration

United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration

office of War Information

International Labor 0Office

United Nations Interim Commission on Food and Agriculture
of their cooperatien in sending men and women to observe the deliberations
of this historic meeting.

To Eleanor Roosevelt we wish to express our appreciation not only

’

of the privilege of meeting in the "hite House but especially of her long-
time, unflagging interest in the nt_lvannument. of women.

To all the organizations sending representatives, to the individuals
who helped in many ways, to the “hite House staff and to the press, the

gratitude of the conference is recorded.




PEAYER
Upening dumber of Christuus Party “rogram
lecasber 23, 1943

Charl Jruond williaas

When I consider Thy heavens, O Lord, the work of Thy fingers, tie noon
and the st:res which Thnﬁ hast orcained: what is man that Thou &rt mincful
of his? Yet, it is recorded that not a sparrow shall fall o. the ground
without our ¥ather: and that the very haira oi our he d are numbered.
With this essurance of Thy loving-kindness, and wlth child-like faith,

we call unto Thee to hedar our prayer.

Two thousand years ago & Gabe was born in bethlehem—Thine Only ! gotten
Jon--who gavethe world a ~h.loso hy and a way of life,whlch, if
followed, would have brought peace an. plenty, justi e and soodwlill
among men. Instead, on the eve of His birthday, aroind this sa;all
planet we call the earth, the races of mankind are locked in fratricidal
strife. First, I would pray Thee to 111 the minds and kearts of all men
with the teachings of Christ that they may cow to know the folly, and

the waste, and the wickedness of war,

Have in Thy special cs<re, we besesch Thee, U Lord, thoss who ere called
to positions of .reat power, thet they miy not be tempted o use that

power wrongly. #e fervently proy thet out of this trial by fire, througu

the joint efforts of our world leaders, may cone the peace on earth, goodwlll
to men, which the Angels srng on that holy ni ut.
I ask & special outpouring of Thy love and wisdom upon Thy servanta, Tie

President of the United States, snd -leanor ousevelt.




4 near, . (od, to every man and woman in our armed services, comfort then,
stren,then tnam, prepsrs them for thelr destiny, whataver it may be,
aless the ho-es and sustain the families from which they ars sapareted,

and to whieh many will mot return,

Alwsys, there is in my heart, o Lord, a preyer for sducstlon, that it may
fulfill its mission in the world todayj for t-achers everywhera that they may
have the vimior, and the coursge, =d the consecratlon to prees forward to

thelr hirh foals, no matter what obetrcles may have to be overc 4.

And now, dear ¥sticr, I pray especially for this small group of men and woman
raverently gathersd here today in Thy name—the staff of the National
sducetion Amsocistion. Itrengthen the bonde of loyslty and helpfulness asong
us, “ndow us with the faith, coursge, snd ldeslisa equal to our task.

alp us to deveiop & splrit thet will mulbiply many times our efforts in

“ bahnlf of the children and teache-s whom wa are privilejed to serve.

Grant us, ) Lord, in full messure the le-dership demanded of us.

A1l these nlogsings we davoutly ask in the nass of fim wno taught us to pray
Tur father which art in he wan,
“/ nalicwsd be Thy name.
Thy kingdom o a0,
Thy will be done in earth, as it ls in hoaven,
five us this Zay our dally bread,
And forglve us our de"ts, re we f:-glve our dehtors,
And lead us net into tesrtation, but deliver us from avily
“or Thine ls tha ¥ilnsdor, and the power, and the glery, forevers

Ame



June 27, 19k,

My dear Miss oilllama:

Mra, Roospevelt has asked me to

thank you mo much for your letter of June

1yth.

Ura, Aoosevelt is delighted to
know you feel the conference wus 80 BdCCeBa-
ful end appreciates your writing her,

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Wra. Rooasvelt.

lise Charl Crmond #illiams
Hotional cducatlon Assoclatlon
of the United States

1201 Sixtesnth Street, N. .
sashington (&), De Cs




| ; MATIOMAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES i
1201 SIXNTEENTH STREET, M. W. WASHINGTON &, D. C.

June 19, 1344

YUz Hepy o 7
OF, g f
Mrs. Franklin D. FRoesevelt

The Wiite House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I sant to thank you from the bottom of my neart for all tnat
you did from start to tinish dn brin;ing to & succansiul conclu-
sion the conference on How domen May Share in Post-far Policy
Making. Congretulations are pouring in and people are writing
for the relsasas of which we shall need several hundred mimeo-
graphed coples. '

The influence of this conference will be felt far and wide, and
it will be very much alive until the roster of qualified women

is ready, Since that is an arduous task, I do not think we can
possibly have it until the latter part of October. The publiclty
on this roster shows that the public is interested in it. My
oply fear is that I am going to be deluzed with nauss, the sifting
of which will be a difficult and "dangerous" task. |

I am thinking now every spare moment about the conference on Rural |

Sducatien, anc later on I shall write you a letter aboul it. ‘In

the meantime, I am plsading thet you get some rest. I
|
|
|

Faithfully yours,

o\ N

Charl Ormond Willlams




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNMITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W, WASHINGTOMN 8, D. C

June 19, 1944

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I want you to know that our recent conference would have heen
much more strenuous for me and my small statf if it had not
been for one particular member of the hite House stalf,

Ur. Tolley-and Miss Rowley-received telephonz ecalls ana letters
== and there were many of both —— in regard to tie guest list,
with graciousnessjand by their thoroush and prompt help relieved
us of a number of burdens.

When we organize the next conference, I shall know much Letter
how to proceed because of the thouzhtful edu:stion which Mr.
Tolley gave me in t'is phase of the confarenca,

Yours sincerely,

T S (S A LLIA_Q.;._, s

Charl Ormend Williams

e




' NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
! 1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. WASHINGTON 6, D, €,

July 17, 1944

Although I de not want any publicity given to this letter, I am writing to
tell you that a Conference on Rural Educaticn to be held in the White House
will take place probably on the third and fourth of October, 1944. However,
I must check with Mra. Roosevelt bafore an announcement of this event can
be made.

Since the East Room will hold only two hundred people and the wartime regula-
tions of the Secret Serviee forbild a larger group than that, we are going to
divide the states into nine regions so that the nation as a whole may be well
represented. I am enclosing a list of the regions which ¥r. Dawson set up
in his report to the Board of Directors at Pittsburgh.

¥r. Dawson and I have already made tentative plans and we shall work shoulder
to shoulder with other leaders in rural education to make this conference an
ocutstanding success,

way in which you can help a great deal is by sending me the correct names
| and addresses and correct titles of five outstanding leaders in rural educa-
tion in your state, men and women, who would have a real contribution to make
to this conference. These people should be chosen from rural teachers, county
superintendents, state rural school supervisors, and from colleges and univer—
gities giving particular attention to rural education. Preobably not all of
these peoples can be invited, but we do want to know who the leaders are so
that they can be put on the mailing list.

If you could get this information to me not later than August 1, it would be

a great advantage. The invitations will be issued from our office; and, later

on, formal invitations will be issued from the White House to the list of con-

ferees which we shall send there. Mr. Dawson and I will be deeply grateful

to you for this assistance, and we will count upon your help to make this

conference an outstanding success, |

Sincoraly yours, |

"ﬁl-m.f( @hﬂmtt L\JJ:.-O.A:M.-H &

cow/leb < Charl Ormond Williams
Director of Field Sarvice

Enc.




July 12, 1944

M¥r. Glenn Archer, Assoclate Directar
Legislative and Federal Relationms Division
Hatloral Bdueation Asscolation

1E0L 3ixteenth Street; Northwest
Washingten 6, D. 0.

¥y dear ¥r. archer;

Although I do not went any publieity given to this latter, I am writing to you,
to tell you that & White House Oonference on Rural Bdusation will take place
probably on the third and fourth of Qotober, 1844, However, I muat check

with Ura. Roosevelt beflore an annowmcement of this event can be made .,

3ince the East Room will hold only two hundred pecple and the wartime regula-
ticns of the Seoret Service forbld & larger group then %hat, we are polng to
divide the states into nine reglons so that the nation as & whole may be well
represented, I am enclosing & list of the reglons which Wr. Dawson met up

in his report to the Board of DMrectors at Pitteburgh,

kr. Dawson and I huve already made tentative plans and we shall work shoulder
to shoulder with other leaders in rural sdusaticn to make this eonference an
cutstanding success, »

I a= asking you to help now on two important assigrsents;

First, will you send me the correct nases and addresses and corract
titles of the cutstanding leaders in rural education in your reglon, men and
women, who would have a real contribution to make to this conference. Thess
pocple should be chossn from rural teachers, county superintendents, state rural
echool supsrvisors, and from gollejes and universities giving particular atten-
tion to rural education.

"";amd, will you list the ten cutetanding problems which confromt rural
edugation today, to which this conference ought te give merious attention, Will
you alsc sugpest the best’'man or woman to be chairman of the group which will
be aasigned on the first evening to coosider & partioular problem and to prepare
a written statement goncerning that problem., The leaders I am esking for in
the second request can ceome from anywhere in the nation. The statements which
are prepared will be presented to the full and final seseion of the conferance
and, together with a cover—all susmary of the conference, will be published,
we now think, in a volume that ought to make history. T should 1ike te have
¥ou sugpest also two recorders or secretaries for each of these groups. These
pecple ought to have writing abllity, as well as knowledpe of rural schools.

If you could get this infersation 4o me not later than August 1, it weuld be

& great advantage. The invitations »i11 be issued frem our office; and, later
on, formal invitaticns will be lssusd from the White House to the list of aon-
fareas which ws shall send thers.

(over)




Mr, Tewson and I will be deeply grateful to you for this ssaistunce and we

shall gount upon your help to make this conference an outstanding success.

Sincerely yours,

Charl Ormend Williams
Director of Fleld Service

cor/1ab




I
REGICNS FOR THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON RURAL EDUCATION |

I. Great lakes: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Chio, |
Wisconsin.

I1. Midwest: Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dekotm, Oklehoma, South Dakota,

I11. Midsouth: Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiena, Mississippi, Tennessee,
Texas,

IV, South Atlantic: District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Virginis, Weat Virginia,

(ﬂ

|
V. North Atlantic: Delawsre, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvanie, ‘
|
|

T VI. New England: Connecticut, Meine, Messechusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont.

v Vi1, Northwest: Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Weshington,

VIII. Rocky Mountain: Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming.

IX, Western: Arizone, Celiformia, Nevada,




Wants to take part in coming .ashington Conference. 3She is
colored and profession school teacher.

h“E““- 23- 1%.

Yy dear Misa M11iams:
Mrs. Roosevelt has asked ne
to send you the enclosed letter from
me. 5328 Last Capital
s;.;ut., nashington, D. C.
lirs. Rocsevelt does not know

her.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Urs., Roosevelt,

bi-}umﬂhf}_w
Education hasociation

of the United States
1201 Sixteenth Street, l. i« -
JM“ [ﬁ}. IJ. 'C- Yos




‘NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, M. W. WASHINGTON &. D. C. .

August 23, 1944

Dear Co-worker and Friend:

On August B8 I spent the night at Hyde Park and enjoyed a lovely visit
with Mrs. Roosevelt, The outcome of this visit was very satisfying profes-
sionally., I took with me a three-page typed memorandum concerning the White
House Conference on Rural Educetion to be held on October 4 and 5 with group
sessions at the NEA Building in the evenings of October 3, 4, and 5. All
the details of this conference will be sent with the invitations in a short
while.

This letter is to advise you of the special plea I made to Mrs. Roosevelt
in your behalf., You already know that the war-time regulations of the Secret
Service limit any confercncc in the White House to 200 people. Besides, that
is about the capacity of the East Room. I told Mrs. Roosevelt that 2 secre-
taries from each of the 9 regions could be invited according to our plan, and
that all 48 of them would probably mect in Washington either before or after
this conference. She readily grasped the situation and said she would get a
"special dispensation” from tho Secret Service in order to include all of this
important group. I hope-that you will not give publicity to this statement

We are having great difficulty in scleeting the pcople to be invited, for
there are hundreds of able men and women working in rural education. We should
have to rent Constitution Hall in order te include them! Three questions were
asked about each person—educators and laymen--whose neme was put on the list
to be invited. Is this person actually working in the field of rural educa-
tion? What does he know about it? Is he decply concerned? Aside from their
knowledge, intcrost and concern, the state secrotaries have a major responsi- ;
bility in the passsge of any legislation designed for the improvement of rural |
schools,

Even though you are very busy, I do hope you will study carefully the
matorial which will be sent to the entire list of conferees, and that you will |
come to the Conferenca fully propared on the status of rural education in your |
state, I am vary anxious that you take an active part in formulating the re- |
port in the group to which you are assigned, as well as in the discussion in

the gonoral scssions at the White Housc.

Sincerely yours,

Cherl Ormond Williams, Executive Chairman
¥hite House Confercnce on Rural Education

COW:leb




Office of Publie Belations
National Fdueation Assoeiation
1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C.
FOR RELEASE ON OR AFTER SEPTEMBER [

The first conference ever held in the White House on rural education
will be called October 3-5,. F?.nlnund by the National Education Associstion
and planned jointly by three Divisions of the NEA headquarters staff, the
Conference will bring to iuuiunl 200 leaders of groups whose economis
and soclal interests ere linked with the prosperity of rural American life.
Farmers, sducators, labor leaders, publishere of agricultural journals, the
rural press, government officials, farm organisations, industrialists, publioc
health officials, and parents who are especially concerned with the schools
of open country and village, are among those who will be in sttendance.

latters to be considered at the four sessions of thes Conference include
the interdependence of rural and urban economies, the health of rural young
people, the extension of complete educational opportunity to many thousands
of farm children to whom it is now denied, and the post-war conversion plans
of farm schools.

Charting policles for the progress of rural education through the first
decade of peace, the Conference will make recommendations for extending health
and physical edusation to rursl children, the adaptation of the curriculum
and extra-curriculum program to the needs of farm youth, proper provision for
minority and exoceptional groups in rural areas, modernisation Qt ths rural
educational plant and equipmsnt, the advancement of the teacher qualifications

for rural schools and the improvement of instructional technics in the in-
stitutions which serve country communities and villages whose wellbeing,
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economioally and soelally, depend largsly upon the prnnperiﬁr of outlying
agricultural areas.

#The war has subjected rural education &s well as the edusaticnal ser-
vioss for urban children to & rigld accounting," says Charl Ormond Williams,
Director of Field Service of the Natlonal Education Association, who is
Exscutive Chairman of the Confersnce. "In areas olassified by the United
States Census as rural the majority of the American children live. The ex-
tent to which educational opportunity has been neglected there is reflected
in the disproportionate number of youth rejected for army duty for inadequacies
due in part to restricted educational opportunity. Only a very small percend—
age of rural American youth have any instruction in health or access to clinice
comparable to those available in citles, It was to be expected, therefore,
that the number of induotees rejected for military services hecause of remedi-
able and correctable physical dafects would be very great in farm areas. A
glance at census figures will show also that many of the states whose econcaic
life is largely rural have a very high illiteracy rate. In th se states natur-
ally there were many rejections for armed service becsuse of educatlonal inade-
quacy."

It is expected by the sponsors of the first White House Conference cn
Furel Eduocation devoted exclusively to rural children that Con ressional leg-
islation will eventuate from its findings.

Cooperating with Charl Orwond Williams, Exscutive Chairman of the Confer-
enoe and Director of Fiald Service of the National Education Association, are
Co=Chairman Howard A. Dawson, Director of Rural Service of the NEA, Co-Chalrman
R. B, Marston, Director of the Iivision of Legislative and Federal Relations of
the NFA, and his associste, Olenn Archer. "Calling together well nown Leadsrs
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of rural sdusation, the chairmen arranged with tham to divide the oountry

ints nine reglone from which to draw mesbers and participants in the Confer-

snce, Oeographlesl ropresentaticn, therefore,

will be provided for as wall

as B balance of vocational, scopomic and social groups.

i




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N, W., WASHINGTON &, D. C.

Aoguat 25, 1944

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt III S /
Hyde Park, New York

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I have worked like a Trojan since I saw you last trying to get the
organization for the White House Conference on RFursl Education moving in
the direction it should go. The fact that August is the vacation month
for division heads and much of our clericsl help,has not made the going
any easier. Nevertheless, much has been accomplished that I am happy to
report. Let me say in the beginning what joy and satisfaction my visit
to you gave me, both personally and professionally. Tt is real fun to
work with you on & project. For one thing, your mind never strays from
the subject at hand, as mine often does. Perhaps, that is one of the
reasons wiy you are able to sccomplish so much.

1. For various reasons, I decided to make a progress report to you in
& long letter, with the full intention of mailing that along with
my invitation to the 230 conferees. The letter signed by Howard A.
Dawson to 10 chairmen and &)@ secretaries of the committess will like-
wise be mailed to the whole conference. His letters will be mailed

<. Early next week my invitetions will be mailed to the other 280 con-
ferees. I rcalled Mr. Tolley today and told him the list would be
gent to him in a few daysa.

3. Enclosed are two bulletins from Miss Lenroot giving all the infor-
mation about the 4 previous White House Conferences which have been
called "in the closing year of each of the four decades of the pre-
sent century on some phase of the care of children.... The invita-
tions have been issued by the President of the United Ststes."

4. Our conference is the firast of its kind and is going to be different
from the others in several respects. I have purposely made it so.
First, it is not being financed by the government. Second, it con-
cerns rursl educetion specifically and will be attended by workers -
lay and professionsl - almost all of whom are exerting their efforts
in this field. There is one other difference that I hope will char-
acterize this conference. I am suggesting - and hope you will ap-
prove - that "The President of the United States and Mrs. Roosevelt
invite Miss Mary Jones to attend & Conference on Rural Education to
be beld at the White House October 4 and 5, 1944." Those gold-em~
bossed invitations bearing this wording will be treasured by the
reciplents and will be "handed down" for generations. Will you let
me know at the earliest date what you think of this suggestion.

5. The radio programs for the evenings of October 3 and 4 are yet to
be &rranged. I think it would be &n excellent idsa if you could
participate on one of these programs with some of the conferees who
will take part in them.

= W T T T R



Urs. Franklin T, Roosevelt 2= August 25, 1944 Hf

6. I profoundly hope that the President will speak from the East Room | /

at 10 PM to the entire conference (who could return to the White

House at 9:45 PM) and to the nation by radio on rural education and i
rurel life, This would give him an opportunity to speak to the country
on this timely subject at the urgent request of a nation-wide group of
distinguished leaders who have been working in the YWhite House on the
quastion for two days. Do I dare to hope that this will be possible?
Please let me know as scon as you can.

7. What about the press? Already I sm being interviewad sbout the con-
farence. Our first press release will be issued Aupust 26 to all
the farm press and to all the educational press. I am assured that
the state secretaries will send our release to all the county papers
in their respective stztes. Today Miss Webb from the Patifinder
(eirculation nearly 500,000) called, and I have promised to help her
in her article in every possible way. She will contact by phone to-
morrow & representative of the Farm Journal (eirculation 3,000,000) i
so that & story may be carried in that publication. Bess Furman and
I had luncheon together August 25 to talk about the conference and
the Hoster of Qualified Women which is not yet ready to send to any-
cne., Ann Cottrell has called me also. Others will be doinz so soon.
How shall we handle this matter?

8. The honorary chairmen and sponsors will be considered next. -

9. The publication of the confercnce will be launched by Mr. Dawson's
letter and will be a credit to our efforts, I am sure.

10. The panel discussion will give an opportunity to use some of the
leaders in agriculture, lsbor, industry, and rural education who
are not on the program for speeches. They will also be invited
to speak over the radio. This will help to start the pgeneral dis-

ien. I am poing to put your name of the panel - unless you
object.

11, At this point, Miss Webb of the Pathfinder, to whom I have already
referred, in this letter, called to report that she had talked by
phone this morning with the Farm Journal in Philadelphia and that
Miss Bess Cummings would come down next week to get the story of
the conference for her publication.

Sk
12. Much progress has been made this morning, Our fiﬂ{rﬁir:_jafwﬁ i
is being written now in the office of cur publiclty ctor, and el e
it will undoubtedly be mailed tomorrow to all the educational ﬁ.“ Wi 5
ore o
Al

and farm press. Mr. Farley will get in touch with Mr. Stavo,"."ﬂ
he releases this statement to the daily papers.




Mrs. Franklin D. Foosevelt -3- August 25, 1944

I do not want to burden you with any more details than necessary,
but I do want you to know as much as possible about the preparation we
are making for this confercnce.

Faithfully wyours,

T WO B

Charl Ormond Williams, Executive Chairman
COW: leb White House Conference on Fural Education

P.S., Miss Webb has called the Farm Journal again and reports that Miss
Bess Cummings will come to Washington, Tuesday, August 20 at 2:00
for their story of the White House Conference. Mlss Sallie Marks
representing the Pathfinder (also Chicago University Professor)
will come at the same time to get her story. All three of these
woman would like to attsnd the conference, but I have mads it clear
to them that I could not give out word about that until final ar-
rangements concerning the press had been made through you.
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‘.. NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1 1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. M. W., WASHINGTON 8. D. C,

Rupust 26, 1944

COPY Ln‘-‘ PROGRESS REPORT ON CONFER™NOCT TO MRS. FRINKLIDY L. RDOSTEVELT ,)
g /
Mrs. Frenklin D. Foosevelt \“«.._

Hyde Park, MNew York
[ear Mrs. Roosevaelt:

Sver sines the morning of June 14, when I first proposed to you that a confer-
ence on rural education be held in the White Houae in the early fell, the organiza-
tion of this conference has been unpermost in my mind. From that time until my
over-night visit and discussion with you at Fyde Park on Aupust 3, I have consulted
many perscns about what should be done in this meetinpg and who should do it.

On July 12 and 17 letters were scnt to 150 leaders in rural education through-
out the eountry asking their help in compiling & list of men and women - lay and
professional - in this field. The response was most pretifying. After my return
to the office on Aupgust 15, a group of leeders in rursl education met with the
directors of tho throe FEA divisions responsible for the confercnec and worked for
a wcek sclecting from the lists sent in the namos of 200 men and women to nertici-
pate in this historic gethoring, We had great difficulty in sclecting these per-
sons to be invited, for therc are hundrcds of able mon and women working in rural
cducntion today. We should have to rent Constitution Hnll in order to include them
alll

I am procceding in accordance with the throc-page tyned momorandum thet I took
with me to Hyde Park and that you and I hoth chucked on our rosoective copies.

In the tontative outline of tho program thrt follows in this letter you will
note that wo have made an eddition, - 4 pantl discussion at the close of thc first
oftornoon session. This pancl will be & good stort for the goneral discussion of
the day's program, which I know will be plcosing to you,

THE WHITE HOUST CONFERFNCE OF HURAL EDUCATITH

Purpoge: To provide a means for the exchenge of iders on the nurnoses, objcetives,
program, organiszation, suprort, end cxmansion of public schools in the rurrl rrors
of the United Stetos.

Represcntrtion: The confoerence will be composcd of netioral, state, end local rop-
rescntative men end women in rurel educction and in lay orgenizotions having o cl-
roct interest in rural cduertion, MWembors of the conference will sttend by invi-
tation. Under wartime Scerct Service ropulstions the numbor of persons prosont at
anch conforencos is limitod to 200,
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Horking Plrn: Each person attonding the conferince will be assigncd to one of the
ton conforunce committess rnd will rssist thet committoc with o study of factuel
detr and reports prepercd in edvance by the committoc cheirman nnd scercteries,

The first mecting of the committecs will be at the NEA Headguertors Building on the
cvening of October 3. Agonde will b: proscntcd by the cheimcn sssisted by thc sce-
retarics, and a conersl discussion of the problems under considerntion by tho com-
mittees will follow. On the evening of October 4, th: comiittees will mect rgain
ot the VEA Headquerters Bullding for further discussion snd considereticn of n pro-
liminary resort thet will have bein drafted in rdvence by the chrirmon and seercter
ies of cach committce. The October 4 evening meetings will closn with the drofting
of finrl reports for submission to the whole conference rt the Whitc House on Qeto-
ber 5. Committcc reports will be reccived ond incorporntcd into the published
proceedings of the confercnce. It will not bo necossery thot reports be =dopted,
The confercnee reports will be informetive rnd will in ne woy bingd the orgroizations
thot mry ha ropresontod.

Th: eddressas and dincussions ot the White Fousc on the first day will undouhtedly
give point and purposc to the finel roports of the committocs.

The report of cach committee should mot oxcced 2500 words,

IENTATIVE OUTLINT OF THE PROGHI M

Tuesdry cvening - HEA Hendquarters, 7:30 to 10:00 PY, Oectobar 3
Prelimincry mecting of the 10 committces of the confercnce,

FIRST GEMER.L SESSION
Wednueday morning - The White House, 9:00 AM to 12:15 PM, October 4
Yra, Franklin D. Pooscvelt recuives the mombors of the confercne:.

Ovcning the confcrence - Eleanor Rooscvolt

Backzround of the conferince

Troublo at the Cross-focds

Sogial-Feonomic Deckyrounds of Fural Feducation

Bducntion in Rurel Arcas from the Foint of View of the Office of Rducation
Tiscunsion

SECOND GTHWRAL SESSIW
Wednesday nftcrnoon - The White Housc, 2:00 to 4:30 PM, October 4

Eduortion for Rural Children and Youth

Building Rural Communitics Through Educetion

The Fural Child from tho Point of View of the Children's Burcau
Prncl Discussion

Social Hour on the Whito House Lawn

Wednesday ovening - MEL Heedqurrters, 8:00 to 10:30 PM, October 4
Mocting of 10 committces of thoe conferinec.

THIRD GENERAL SESSION
Thursday morning = The White Housc, 9:30 /M to 12:15 PM, October 5

20 minute reports frem 5 committees of the conferuncc, ench reoport
to ba followed by 10 minutes discussion,

Oroup I Educortion to Mect the Nouds of Rural Children

Group II Eduention for Community Living

Oroup III The Scope of Educttion for Rural People

Group IV Problcma of the Professional Personncl for Rurnl Educrtion
Oroup V The Orgonisation and fdministretion of Fural Educntion




ol
: FOURTH OMNERAL SESSION
Thuradey nfterncon - Tha Yhite Housc, 2:00 to 4:30 PM, Cctobor 5

20 minute roports from 5 committecs of the conferinco, erch reooort
to be followed by 10 minutes discussion,

Group VI The Rurcl Eduecntionsl Plant and Equipment
Group VII Minority rnd Exceptionnl Groups in Rural lfrcas

Group
Group
Group

r1I.

III.

IV,

V.

VI.

ViI.

VIII Special Problems in Providing Instructional Opportunities in Rursl Soheds
IX Foying for Fural Fducation
X Rural Education in the Structure of Democracy

Summary stetement of the conference
Closing the sonference

Thursday evening - NE! Headqurrters, B:00 to 10:00 PM, October 5
Mecting of editing-committecs of ench cummittoe of the confercnec.
COMMITTEES

Education to Megt tho Needs of Rural Children znd Youth: Kind of education
we should want for rural children ond youth,

Eduention for Community Living in Rur~l /reas: The chersctoristics of a de-
sirable rural community; The work of the rurnl school in devcloningz snd sus-
taining a desirable commnity 1lifc: rocrestion, hoalth, librerics, amuscments,
trrde, communication, consorvrtion, maintaining cultursl life,

The Scope of Education for Rural Poople: Whe should be scrved znd for what
period of Hm; The typus of cdueational scrvices ncadod end the scope of
ench: pre-school, child erre, elementery, secondery, out-of-school youth,
vocntional guidonce and education, adult cducation.

Problems of the Professioncl Porsonnel for Fural E%mtium Teachors, Super-—
visoras, librerians, horlth personnel, cxtonsion scrvices, guidance personnel,
administrators; Profesaional cdueation, in-service cdueation, salaries,
toemure, rotirement, living conditions, relationships between laymen and pro-
fessional personncl,

Crgonizgation and fdministretion of Murmml Educetion: Prescnt strtus, reorgan-
izetion of locel school units, coministrative scrvices and personnel, borrds
of cducation, pupil tronsportation.

The Rurnl Edueationnl Plant and ?uipggnt: Functional planning, selection
and use of cquipmont, relationship to reorganization of local n::hnnl units,
problems in the postwar cra cepocinlly es relatod to public works program.

E;ﬂmtinn for Minority and Bxcoptional Orouns in Rural freas: Minority groups
rural arcns: Minority groups (Nogro, Spanish Lmericen, furuignnbom groups),

low income groups such as tonantas in certain agricultursl orons end persons
residing in orens of exhnusted recsources, isolsted groups, children of migra-
tory agricultural workers, oxcopticnal childron (both handicn-pod and those
with exceptionol abilitics).




VIII.

s

Special Problems in Providing Instructionsl Oepertunitics in Rural Schools:
Smell rural school (both eclementrry schools and high scheols), guidance,
heclth survices, recrcation, libraries, schoocl lunches, the arts (musie,
dancing, printing, modeling), visual end suditory aids, oprortunitics for
excoptional children; Special means of providing instructionel services such
as cirouit teachers, mebile units, supervised corrospondenco study.

Peying for hlural Eduecation: Providing revenucs from local, stote, and nation-
al sources; The apportionment of such funds to local units, stote, and federal;
The specisl problem of financing of transportation, and school plant and equip-
ment.

Fural Tducation in the Structure of imerican Domocracy: Historieal dovelop-

ment ol education with spocirl refcrence to local, stote, and federcl funce
ticns, special attention being given to place of locel autonomy and initiative
of ndministrertion; Relaticnships of lay and professionnl personncl in the for-
milrtion of ccducrtionnl policies ond school administretion; Plaec eof rural
ceueation in the cconomie, social and politicol life of Rurel Jmorica, empha-
sis being given to rural and urben relrtionships.

The Work of the Committee Choirmen: (1) To confer with committev scercterdes in the
Iaying of plans for nssembling factual dota and proprring proliminary statements for
use in tho confercnce; (2) To proside over comsittee mootings; (3) To act as dis-
cussion lendsr in the gonernl sessions when preliminary remorts ond finnl reports
arc presented,

The Work of the Committec Scerctories: (1) To assemble factunl detr rnd preliminary

rcports and to reproduce thom in sufficlent quantity for confercnee use (~bout 30

coples, one for cnch conferce); (2) To draft committec roports end re—dreft them in

the light of discussions in cormittee mectings and in genernl scssions. Committec

secretories should scek to nasomble pertinent dnta rether than volunincus dota for

conference considoration end uso, If it is desired,; some assistence from the NEA

herdquertors can he given in errrying on this work. It iz sugzostod that the two

sgcrotaries of ench committer got inte immodidte touch with cech other and comc to

an sgroement in the division of work. While funds are necesserily limited, if it

should be necessnry to heve sccreterial assistrnee ond pey for the mimcogranhing «f ‘
pertinent dats, the Division of Rursl Scrvice of the NEA will toke crre of such ex— |
pense within renscnnble limita if the sccrotrries will give notice to that affoet, '
Time is nll too short for this big task sncd it is nccossary to begin the work of

each committee immediatoly.

o e e

I o not neocd to tell you thnt no stone will be left unturnod to make this '

confarence on outstanding success, Wveryonz who knows nbout this mooting is emw- |

thusinstic over what it will surely cccomplish for rurel cducction. My visit rnd
work with you in your heue will be » hepny memory for yorrs to cume.

an intcrest which, nccording to my correspondonce with you, drtes back to a lettcr
from yeu in 1924,

waell as ten or more publicatiuns concerning rurnl educaticn that will bu sont to
all conforoca. If ycu ern find the time to scan thesc bulletins, I think you will
be groatly cneouraged to know that s> much is boing done in this fiold,

I am decply grateful to ycu for your interest in ecuenticn through the years,--

I shnll scnd you all the relerscs as thoy are sont out from this office os
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fll of us ore hepry ovor the soelnl hour on the White House Lewn = or in the
State Dining Reom in case of roin - for thet ocorsiop will af the group their
first cpportunity to got nequaintod with such other and with yous

If you have eny further suggestiona to offoy, plense send them right elsag
to ma,

Folthfully yours,

Chorl Ormond Willinma, Exceutive Cheircan
White House Conforenco on Rural Bduention
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{SAMPLE OF LETTER SENT TO 10 COMMITTEE CHATRMEN, AND 20 SECRETARTES ( WITH APPROPRIATE CHANGES)
——TT

August 26, 1944

Dr. I. L. Weeks, Presidant
University of South Dekota
Vermillion, South Dakota

Dear Ir. Weska:

Arrangements have been made with Wrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt by Misa Charl
Ormond Williams, Director of Field Service of the NEA, to hold a White House
Conference on Rural Education on October 3, 4, and 5. The Conference will be
_planned and directed by the three following divisions of the HEA—HRural Service,
Legislation and Federal Relations, and Field Service., wias Williams is the
executive chairman of the Confersnce and Mr. R, E. Marston, Mr. Glenn Archer,
and I are co-chairman,

The Conference will be composed of 200 lay and professionsl leaders in rural
edueation, attending by special invitation. The Conference is beingz organized
around four general sessions to meet in the White House on October 4 and 5, and
ten committees to meet in the NEA headquarters on the evenings of October 3, 4,
and 5,

A group of rural leaders and the directors of the three NEA divisions have been
at work on this Conference for a week and we are enthusiastic over the plans,
In the division of responsibility, it has become my duty to compile the one-
volume publication of this historic Conference. The reports of the ten com-
mittees will form an important part of this publication. You have been namnad
Chalrman of Committee X on "Rural Education in the Structure of Demoeraay."
Working with you will be two secretaries., Invitations are being extendad to
Dr. Hichard Barnes Kennan, Executive Secretary, Malne Teachers Association,

14 Western Avenue, Augusts, Maine, and Mr. Quiney Doudna, Prinecipal, County
Normal School, Algoma, Wisconsin, and it is hoped that both of them can accept.
At the earllest possible date the names and addresses of the men and women
assigned to your committee will be sent you so that you may communiecate with
them as well as with the secretaries.

The enclosed material will give you the information you need in regard to the
origin, scope, and organization of the Conference as well as the work of chair-

men and secretaries.

sary for you, or the institution with which you are connected, to defray your
mm'ﬂo

An immsdiate reply by air mail is urged. I hope very much that you will accept
this invitation and undertake this important responsibility. -

Since funds are not available to pay the expenses of delegates it will be neces- |
|
|

|
|

Very sincerely yours,

Howard A. Dawson, Director of Rural Service, NEA
Co-Chairman, White House Conference on Rural Education

HAD:BC




HATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, H. W.. WASHINGTON &, D C

September 12, 194 / |

lrz. Elsanor Roosevelt
fhite House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

We have arranged for the close of the first day's program, Cctcber 4,
of tha White House Conference on Hural Education, to be held at the
White House on Qotcber 4 and 5, & panel discussion arcund the subject,
®"Bullding Rural Scheels and Communities to Cope with the Problema of
Tomorrow.»

Dr. Carl €. Tayler, Head of Divisieon of Farm Population and Rural
Welfare of the Bureau of Agricultursl Economics of the United States
Dapartment of Agriculture, has been invited as discussion leader; and
on this panel will ba ten or twelve leading laymen, representing agri-
culture, industry, labor, government, as well as education. I should
liks wery much to have you take part in this panel.

Will you wire me immediately if I may liat your name as a participant
in this panel, The progrém must go to press this weok.

I shall be grateful for your acceptance of this responsibility.
Sincersly yours,
& 7 x .
Al OO

Il Charl Ormond Williams, Executive Chalrman
¥hite House Conference on Rural Educaticn
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MNATIOMAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES

1201 SIXTEENTH.STREET, N. W., w.uﬁm'fb‘l?u - T e S [
A

\ 8
.-'II‘ : :__..f jI f
) Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt - ¢ ;" ¢
Hyde Park i
New York ‘i ‘
Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: ’ f

I am enclosing in thls letter today a typed copy of the program with some
red marks for your special attention. On page 2 you will find a 1ist of the
panel members of which you are one. Flease note also that we have set the hour
for the reception of the mambers of the conference at 9 o'clock October 4.

The printer is doing the best he can with the program and we hope that it
will lock well. Shortness of time and lack of secretarial help have hampered all
our movements,

I am sure you will be interested in the list of honorary chairmen which is
enclosed. We had a little difficulty with two of the farm organizations which I
have checked, the American Farm Bureau Federation and the National Grange. I am
enclosing a copy of the letter from Mr. Goss, the Master of the Grange. Mr.
Edward A. 0'Neal, President of the Farm Bureau Federation, sharas the view of Ur.
Goss, but did not put it in writing. They finally accepted the invitation to the
conference and Mr. O'Neal agreed to be on the panel, but Mr. Goss declined,

Both were invited to be honorary chairmen and both declined.

The president of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers spoke of the
political implications of this conference in July when I was in Chicago. Another
engagement prevents her coming, but after two telegrams she consented to have her
name listed as an honorary chairman. The U. 5. Chamber of Commerce called up to
know about the political indications of the conference and was satisfied with the
answers they got to their ingquiries, so their Chairman of Education is listed as
a chaiman.

The only real snag I have run into was with the American Federation of Labor.
I began well before Labor Day to try to get in touch with Mr. William Green and
all in all I must have called his office no less than ten times. Had it not been
for the aituation we face I should have let him go after the second call. I
shall write you a special letter about Mr. Green who did not accept his invita-
tion to the conference nor to be on the panel nor to have his name listed.as an
honorary chalrman.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Early and ask tiat he pass it on
to Judge Rosenman.

Yours sincerely,

S i G

Charl Ormond Williams/) Executive Chairman
@ Hoisé Conference on Rural Education

COW:ES

Enclosures *
!
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FARM JOUHNAL AND FARMER'S WIFE
| AMERICA'S IAROEST RURAL MACGAZINE
: } WASHINGTON SQUARE
[ A FHITADEIPHIA 5, PENNA

Septembar 1, 1944

Viss Cherl Ormond Williams, Executive Chairman
Thite Howa Conference on Rural Eduesation
National Educatieon Asscclation

1201 Sixtesnth Street, N. W.

'ﬂ.ﬂhi.ﬂgtm ﬁ, Ds Cs

Dear Misa Williams;

Thank you for your invitation for me to participate in the White House Conference on Rural
Education, Qotober 3«5, gither I will be there or another member of our staff, Vernm
Vine, will be.

Sincerely yours,

Carroll p, Straetar
Managing Editor

CP51WD

September 8, 1944
Miss Charl Ormond willlams, Exsocutive Chairman
White House Confarence on Rural Educatien
National mducation Assoclatien
1201 Sixteanth Bh“tl He We
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Miss Willlamsg

Your invitation for me to be listed as one of the honorary chairmen for the forth-coming
White House Conference on Rural kducation is very much appreciated. Were the Conference
%o be held on November B8, or any other time after elaction, I would be most happy to
accapt. I feel, however, that with the dates that have been set, it is inevitable that the
Confarence will be regarded as having a political motive. For that reason alons, I prefer
not to have my name used. I am sure that you understand that I am not implying thatthe
National Bducation Assoclation, or you personally, had any political purpcss in mind.

I sincerely hope that the Uonference is a success, and that it produces some results for
rural schools. Vernon Vine will be thers for us, since I am on the program of the American
Hoapltal Assoclation in Cleveland on the same dates.

Again thankdng you for your own thoughtfulness in extending the invitation, I remain

Vary truly yours,

Carroll P. Streeter
Managing Editor

CPSI/WD




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.. WASHINGTON & 0. C.

Septeaxber 20, 1944

Dr. Carl C. Taylor, Head

Uivieion of Farm Population and Rural Welfare
United States Department of Agriculture
Hllhiﬂ[hn, D'I [ +f8

Dear Dr. Taylor:

I am enclosing you a list of the .embers who will serve
on the with you at the close of the afterncon program
on Wedn » October 4. I think that it would be a very
good 1dea if you would write a letter at once to each of
these members outlining in general the trends you think this
discussion would take.

I am alao sending you a copy of the program for the
morning and afterncon session so that you can have the back—
ground that you may desirs for this letter.

Be sure to write Mrs. Roosevelt for I have had a call
from the White House that she is happy to serve on this
panel, Although she is a very busy woman, she is metioculous
gbout handling her mail. ’

We appreciate very much your willingness to make this
contribution to what we know will be a historic confarence.

Yours sincerely,

Charl Ommond Williams, Executive Chalrman
White House Conference on Rural Education




CoOPY

Office of Netionel Laster
Washington €&, D. C.
September 12, 19/4

Viss Charl Crmond Williams, Executive Chairman
white House Conference on hural Education

1201 Sixteenth Street, N. V.

\'!'B.Bhi'r.g‘ton E’, . Ca

Dear Liss Williams:

I have your letters of Auzust 31 and September 7 with
reference to the Wnite House Conference on Fural Educaticn 2 to be
- helé on October 3-5, I am glad to accept your invitation to attend
the Confercnce, although I think you are méking a very serious mis-
take ir Lolding a conference of this kind at the Thite House, particu-
larly during an election carpaign. The one thing we fear above all
others in any program for Fecer:zl aid for schools is the dan_er of
political control. This neeting will be cited as prool of the ease
with which politics could be injected into our schoole under the
Federal aid., The difficulty of having & perfectly free discussicn
under such circumstznces will lLe aparent to all,

Under such conditions, it would not be wise for we to
accept a positlon among the Honorary Chairmen.

Yours sincercly,

(Signed) A. S. Ooss, Master
The Kational Grange




HOMORARY CHaLRMER
The White House Conference on Hural Lducation

Detober 3, 4, aud 5, 1944

Paul H, Appleby, Assistant Direstor, Bureau of the Budget, cxecutive OUffice of
the President, Seshington, 0. C.

Livingston L. Hlalr, Natlonal Direstor, Acerlcan Junlor Hed Cross, Hatlonal
Hondguarters, Weshington, 0. C.

F. 0. Borgeson, Professor of Wdusatien, Wew York University, and Editor, Teacher—
Education Jourmal, New York, New York

Thomes (. Boushall, Chairman, Education Committes of United States Chasber of
Comseros, and Preaident, Morrise Plan Bank, Richsond, Virginia

Homer L, Brinkley, President, Mational Counell of Farmera Cooperatives, Lake
Charles, Loulsiana

Edwin B, Esbrey, Fresident, Jullus Rossmwald Fund, Chlcago, Illinois

Mra. William 4. Hastings, President, Matlonal Congress of Parents and Teachers,
Chicago, Illinois

Eatharine Lenrcot, Chief, Children's Bureau, United States Departuest of Labor,
Washington, 0. C.

Murray D. Lincoln, President, Cooperative Lsague of ths United States, and
Exscutive Jeoretar:, Ohlo Farm Bureau Federation, Columbus, Ohle

0, E. Lindstrom, President, Amerlican Country Life Asscelation, Urbana, Illinols

Ban 4. Miller, Executive Seerstary, American associlation for Health, Physleal
Education, and Reorsation, wWashingten, [. C.

Emory W. Morris, Presideat, 4. K. Eellogg Foundation, Battle Cresk, dichipan

Philip Murray, President, Congress of Industrial COrganizeations, -ashington, D. C.

Thomas Parran, Surgecn General of the Unlted States, dashington, D. C,

Jumas 3. Patton, President, The Natlonal Farmers Unlon, fashdngton, 0. C.




Honorary Chalrmen —— page 2

Irving F. Pearson, Preslident, National issocliation of secretarics of State
Teachers Associations, and Executive Secretary, Illinois Education
Association, Springfield, Illinois

F. L. Schlagle, President, National Education Association, Kansas City, Kansus

Mrs. Charles W. Sewsll, Administrative Director, Asscelated women of the
American Farm Bureau Federation, Chicago, Illinois

Charles H. Skidmore, President, National Council of Chief State School Officers,
and State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Salt Lake City, Utah

John Strohm, Managing Editor, The Prairle Farmer, and Secretary, smerican
Agricultural Editors Association, Chicago, Illinois

John W. Studebaker, Commissionsr, United States Office of Education, Federal
Security Agency, washington, D. C,

Henry C. Taylor, Managing Director, Farm Foundation, Chicage, Illinois

L, Jerry #alker, Educational Director, Station WLS, Chicago, Illinois

M. L. Wilson, Director of Agriculture Extension Work, United States Department

of mmm.. '"hiﬂm‘. D. C.
Owen D. Young, Honorary Chairman, General Electric Company, New York, New York




PROGRAM
THE VWHITE HOUSE CCNF.LMNG@ O IUAL BDUC.TION

October 3, 4, und 5, 1944

Tuwesdoy svenlng, Ootober 3, V130 to 10:00 pette
Headquarters of the Eationel Sducsiicon /ecsooletiom
1201 Sixteenth Sﬁmt. N. 1:-' '--ull'.iu{,t&n E’, . Cy

Frelininary meetlng of the tun groupse of the confuerence

FIGST Guhuie L 8SsSIan
wednoeday norning;, Oo goer 4, 0100 Uerte 40 12115 paite
The \/hite lHouaso
'/’ﬁ;u. Franklin D. Hooseovelt rooceives the mecsbors of the eomfurence
-E‘nll.ding =~ Hate V. Vofferd, Ulrecter of Rursl Hdu-atlon, Htnia Teuchors Collepe,
1 Buffale, Mew York
Upening tha Conference
Eleanor Roosevelt °
Background of the Conference
Charl Ormond Uilllinus, U'irec or of Fleld Horvise, letlowl Education |
Ascoclation, Yusldngten, N, C, |
Iroubls at the Cross=louds |
lownrd i. Duwsan, Director of Rurnl Service, Mationnl Edu-ation Assocoiation, |
wushington, Us C,
Bu.lding the Future of Hural Amurloa

Murray [ Linooln, Prosldent, Cooperative Lei;ue of the United Stutes,

ard Cxesoutive Seoretary, Chio Farm Buresu Federnilen, Columbus, Ohie




Hurael Education and the Office of Education
John W. Studebaker, Commissioner, United Stutes Office of Educatien,
Federal Seourlty Agenoy, Washington, D, C,

Meoussion

SECOND GENERAL SESSION
Wednesday afternoom, Ootober 4, 2:00 to 4130 p.m.
The Yhite House
Preslding -- Charles H, Skidmore, President, Natlonal Council of Chief State
School Offiocers, and Stute Superintendent of Publio Instruction,
Salt Lake City, Utsh
Education for Rural Children and Youth
Fannie W. Dumnn, Professor Emeritus, Teachers College, Columbia University,
Hew York, New York
Buildipng Rural Communities through EBducation
Cyril W, Grace, President, State Teachers College, Mayville, North Dakota
The Rural Child and the Children's Bureau
Katharine Lenroot, Chlef, Children's Bureau, United Stutes Department of
Labor, Washington, D. C.
Panel Dlesoussion
1~ Leader =- Carl C. Tayler, Head, Division of Farm Fopulation and Hural
Welfare, United Btutes Department of Agrioulture, Vieshington, D
Members-- Mildred L. Batohelder, Chief, The School and Children's Library
[ivision, Ameriosn Library Assoolation, Chicago, Illinois l
Thomas C. Boushall, Chairman, Bduoution Conmittes of United State

Chamber of Commeroe, and President, Morris Plan Bank, Riohmond,

Virginia




James B. Carey, Seorstary-Treasurer, Congress of Induatrial
Organizations, Wushington, D. C.

Edward A. O'Neal, President, American Farm Bureau Federution,
Chioago, Illinols

James G. Patton, President, National Farmers Uniom, Uenver, Colorade
hutanitarian/

jauthor, former teacher
é,.r-*ﬂ-mr Rooseve ,/‘l'ii'i'ﬁ’ﬁmuu, fastdngton, U. Ce
Agnes—Semuwiwon, Chalroan, fSohool—Eduontion<Comrittes,— National

“Congress of Parents and Teachers, and Executive Secretary,
Iowa State Teachsrs Association, Des Moirmem, Iowa- .-

Vrs., Raymond Sayre, Regicral Lirector of Midwest, Assocciated

T Sayre, RegonEl Birsotor of Hidwest, Asscolated
Women of American Ferm Federation, Ackwortk, Iowa

Tromnen  of—Amsrican Ferm-Federation; hokworth, Iowd

Fred G. Vials, DMrector of Rural Educetion, Julius Hosemwmld
Fund, Chicago, Illincls

R. C, Williams, M, D., Assistant Surgeon Gensral, Bureau of
Medical Services, United States Public Health Service,
Weashinston, D. Ce

M, L, Wilson, Direotor of Extension Work, United Stutes Department

of Agrioulture, Vashlngton, D. C.
y J_/ﬁ;u to 5130 pem. Soocial hour on the White House lawn
”~

Wednesday evening, October 4, 7130 to 10100 p.m.

' Readquarters of the National Eduocation Assoolation

Meoting of the tem groups of the conference




THIRD GHGHAL BESSIM
Thursdey morning, October B, 9130 u.s Lo 17116 Palty

The ‘hite House

Prealding =- Irving P, Pearson, Prosident, Mstiomal Assoolation of Seorvtaries
of State Teachers Associations, and Lxeoullve Suémmry, Illinois
aducation Asscolation, Springfield, Illinois
iwenty-ninute reports fren five roups of the -onfurenne
Group I == Educution to Meet the Needs of H#urul Children
Chairnan = Kute V, Wwofford, iirecotor of iturul Bdueatlion, Sicte Tewohers
Collage, Buffalo, Ne. York
vecorders-—- /nne Hoppook, isslst.aot in tduss lion, Sunte llopurtuent of Publio
Instruotion, Trenton, New Jersey
Troy Stearms, Uirecter of .ural kdusstion, Uiohigun Stute wullejo,
Enet laneing, dichigun
"iscusaion
Group II == tfducution for Comunity Living
Chairman == Frenk ', Cyr, Profocsor of sducation in shurge of lurwl Lducution,
Tevchors College, Colwabiu University, low York, New York
Recorders= 4. Gordon nﬁéﬁiﬁ%{ oabtitade, o ffﬁﬁfﬁ’fﬂréfnsﬁfiﬁ-%ieﬁih.
North Csrolina
Holen Hay Hoyl, Ghief, Aurveu of Currioulum Yovelopamnt, Sislo
Eduoution Lepurtment, Albuny, MNow York
Disoussion

Group III = The Soepe of Bducation for Ruwral People

Chailrmen = Howurd Y, HeClusky, Assletunt to the Vioe Prosident, Univerasity

of Miehigan, Ann irbor, Miohigan




Recorders== W, R, Gregory, Aoting Uireotor, Food Productiom har Yruining,
United States Offioce of Bducution, Wushington, L. C.
Carson Y. Hyan, Chalrman, Uivielon of lencher Training, University
of North Corolina, Chapel Hill, Worth Carelina
[iscussion
Group IV == Problems of the Professional Persomnel for Hural Education
Chairman == K, 0. Broady, DNMirector, University Extension [Mvision, University
of Nebraoska, Lincoln, Bebrusla
HRecorders=- Ban Vi. Fragler, Speolalist in Teacher Hducation, United Stutes
0ffice of Bducution, Viushington, Y, C.
Jane Franseth, lireotor, Educution of Supervisors, University of
Georgia, Athenms, Georgia
Olsocussion j
Group ¥V =- The Or anizatlion and Adninietrution of Hural Bducation
Chairman == Julian E, Butterworth, Professor of Rural Education, Cornmell
University, Ithaca, New York
Marion Bush Smith, Assistant Professor of Sociclogy and Social Science,
Recorders=- ignes Samuelson, Hxeoulive Seorestary, Iowa Htate Teachers Assoolation,.
Louisisna State University, Baton Rouge, Lovisiana
Bes Moines, Iowa
Austin R. Meadows, vireetor, Division of Administrution uud
Finanos, Stute Department of Eduwcatlon, Kontgomery, Alabama

Mesoussion




FOURTH CENSRAL SESSTN

Thursday afternoon, OQutober 5, 2100 Lo 4:30 Pally

The White House

Prosiding — Wi Lois U, Clark, Prasident, Lepartment of Hurul Bducation of the

Hotional Eduzetion Assoolution, and Advisar, E.Im-nhry Edusation,

Departmsnt of Public Ina truotion, Harrlsburg, Pannsylvanin

Twenty-minute reports from five groups of the aonferenoce

Group V1 =~ The Bural Educational Plant and Equipment

Chairman -- T, €, Holy, Urester, Bursau of Bducationel Researah, Collage of

Edusation, Ohio State Fni.ﬂr:lt;r, Columbus, Ohis

hkesorders-- W, @, Eoksls, Direstor of Sohool-Bullding Service, Stute Depa rtmant

of Educetlon, Jaaokson, Wi ssisgippi

Hareld Frenoh, Distriot Superintendeat, Albany County Schools,
Howtomville, Mew Taork

Meousaion

Group VII =~ Minority and Exceptional Groups in Hural Arean

Chairman == Prad HeCulstion,

Auslatant Dlrector, Genernl Education Board,
New Tork, New York

Esoordera== John W, lavin, Pranident, West Virginis Stute Callege,

Wost Virginia

Institute,

E. H. Shinn, Extension Service, United Stutes lspartment of

Azrloulture, W shingten, U, C,
DMesussion
Uroup VIIT -- Special Froblems in Providing Inst
Hural Sahools

Chairman == Barten Morgas, Heud,

ructlonal Oppertunities in

Departuant of Vooational Edusution, Tows Stuts Oo
College, Amas, Town

Eescorders== Vinltar H, Gawmnits, Senlor Specinlist in Eduoution Probleas,




United States Offioe of Education, Washington, D. C.
Effie Bathurst, Supervisor, Inter-American leucher Educatiom

Project, United States Office of Education, Vushingten, D. C.

Meoussion

Group IX == Paylng for Rurml Bducation

Chairman -- E, B, Norton, State Superintendent of Education, Montgomery, Alabama
Recorders-- Edgar L. Morphet, Director, Administration and Finanos, Stute
Department of Education, Tallahasses, Florida
Leslia i. Chisholm, Associate Profussor of Bducatlon, The State
College of Washington, Pullman, Viushingtem
Disoussion
Group X =- Rural Educatlion in the Structure of Lsmooracy
Chairmen -- D. B. Lindetrom, Professor of Rural Suuiolng. end Cxtension
Soololoplst, College of Agriculturs, University of Illincis,
Urbana, Illinois
Recorders-- Rlchard Barnes Kennan, Exeoutive Seorctary, Huine Teuchers Assooia=
tion, Aumata, Maine
Norman Frost, Professor of Rural Education, Peubody College for

Teachers, Nashville, Tennesseos

]'\-a_dig.-nulliﬂn

Sumary 8tatement of the Confarence
RMalph B, Jomes; State Commissioner, Depertasnt cf Education, Little Roek, |
Mridatisag' oo o
Dscussion
Charter for Rural Education

Closing the Confersace

Eleanor Hoosevel:




Thursday evening, October 5, 7:30 to 10:00 p.nu.
Headquarters of the Natlonul Lducation Asscolation
Meeting of +the editing commitiees of Lhe ten groups of the conference to

prepure the final report of the conference




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES

1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, M. W., WASHINGTOMN & D C.

September 23, 1444, / i

Lrs, Franklin U, Hoosevelt
Hyde Park
lew York

Dear Lirs., Hoosevelt:

I want you to have a copy of the letter I have
Jjust written to Krs, Bethune, 3he was very anxious
that her name be added to the Continuation Committes
to prepare the [oster of Qualified jjomen. She wrote
nie two letters and had hed ner secretary call me.

Ko one person or organizacion cen be cdded to
this commitiee as you will readily understand, I
think she was thoroughly satistied with my telephone
conversation.

Yours sincerely,

M

COvi s HP

K&:&L:aﬁjt_Lgl—uuﬁ“F_H__bgkL_ LLj;~¢“J‘,ﬁ

[Gnarl Ormond 'yilliams |
Execu 2itman, \Hite House

Conterence on ural pducstion
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Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune, President
National Council of Negro women
1812 Ninth Street, N. W.

washington 1, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Bethune:

I want you to know that I was out of Washington almost continuocusly frem
June 20 to August 15 when I returned to oy office to plunge into the organiza-
tion of the White House Conference on Rural Lduoation. We are trylng to do in
about seven weeks what the last conference at the Wihlte House took eleven
months to do and in addition we are working under the wartime handicap of a
depleted secretarial staff., This accounts for the fact that I have never seen
your first letter to me,which is still in the folder of important mail to which
I have not yet attended. Your second letter in regard to the Continuation Com-
mittee gave me my first information concerning your first letter. Fortunately
your secretary called me about this matter and I was able to explain the situa-
tion 'in detail to her.

The conference which we called in June at the White House was not an or-
canization and never became one. ..@ never intended that it should. There was
no President, Executive Committee, Board of Trustees, or Board of Directors.

The Continuation Committee was created through a resolution offered to the
conference by Mrs, Ida B. Wise Smith, President of the National vomen's Christian
Temperance Union. In this resolution the organizations and their respective
representatives were named. This resolution was adopted unanimously by the con-
ference. No changes could bw made in this group unless the conference should
reassemble, which, of course, is out of the question. As I remember, you were
not present in the morning wien the est-up of the conference was fully explained.
Our work will be finished when the Continuation Committee compiles its Hoster of
(ualified Women for service in post-war policy making.

I suggested to your secretary that your organizations send in the names of
qualified women and they would receive careful attention., Some of your list has
already been received and I understand others are to be sent in.

1 also received your request tiat an invitation to the White House Conference |
on Rural Education be extended to Miss Shellie Morthcutt. Miss Northoutt has re-
plied that she hopes to be presant and I have written her asking that she definite-
ly state that she can attend all the sessions of this conference,

I hope that you have fully recoversd and that you feel equal to your arduous
duties here in Washington.

Yours sincerely,

Charl Ormond Williams, Executive Chairman
CUW1ES White House Conference on Rural Eduocation




| MATIOMAL EDUCATION QHSQC_]ATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.. WASHINGTON 6. D. © |

September 25, 1944 / ) i U

CONFILENTIAL o

Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt
Hyde Park

Tutchess County

New York

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt: MWrid i " ‘;/

The enclosed letter fromyDr. Sutton reached me within the

hour, and I em greatly disturbed abdut it. Therefore, I
sm sending & copy to you at the earliest possible moment.

Ir. Sutton was superintendent of schools for yzars in
Atlanta, Georgia, but within the pest six months he hos |
been connected with the magazine, The Reader's Ligest.
He is paid a handsome salary ard travels throughout the
country, speaking on educational topics largely for this
publication. He is a Southern Lemoerst, cre of the best
I know, and a great friend of the Presicent. Therefore,
his letter deserves our attention.

Yours sincerely,

Charl Ormond Williams |

[ s

P.5. Please send your reply to this letter to my home, .
2727 Connecticut Avenue, ¥ashington 8, D. C.

b
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s s

Septemher 29, 1G44

/

Mrs, Franklin D. Roosevelt ,Q..--’

[utchess County
New York, New York

Dear Mrs. HRoosevelt:

The first letter on cur stationery is heing written to
you. With it pgoes the first program mailed out. I

hope you will like both. An enormous amount of work has
gone into the planning eof both the stationery and progrem.

We expect to use this stationery and the thousand programs
ordered for several months to come in publicizing this con-
ference throughout the nation.

Cordially yours,

T s a Ll

i Charl Ormond ainm;/
Bcu n—




| October 1, 1944 i

Dear Mies Williams:

T received your lettar of Sent.
?6th, vith the encloaure frow{ir. ﬂutt?n
and I have given 1t to the Prasident.

Very cordinlly youra,

) Miess Charl Williams
2727 Connecticut Ave
Washington, (8) D.C.




2727 Connecticut tvenue J
Washington 8, L, C.
October 9, 1944

fo !
¥rs. Franklin D. Roosevelt ¢ :
The White House :
Washinzton, Y. C. Wl {1 f,
L e A
Legr Mrs. Roosevelt: e ; . .
NN At I

Before I write you anything about the White House Conference on Rural Education,
I want to send you the replies which I have received to date from som of the
tuenty-five people -- all leaders in the reelection of Przsident hoosevelt —-
to whom I sent Or. Sutton's letter. The first ones that came to me I think

I dropped into my wastebasket. Later it seemed to me that I ought to send

them on to you. You can return these to me if it is not too much trouble.

1 have not heard from Mayor Kelly of Chicago. Mayor Chandler of demphis is

a staunch Democrat and the loyal supporter of the President. He had no

ijea that you would see this letter, and he will neverknow that you have r-ad
it because he wrote very frankly indeed.

I had an opportunity to speak politically to just a few of the dele_atzs who
were here at our conference. Mrs., Georgia Lusk, cardidate for reelection as
state supsrintendent of public education in New Mexico, tslked at some langth

to me at her hotel friday afternoon. She thinks that state is safely in our
columns that Senater Chavez, the strongest political lesader in the state, is
doing valiant service for tre national ticket there; that srominent Pepublicans
think that Dewey has talked himself out of sny possibility of election.

¥r. Howell, secretary of the (klahoma Education hssoclation,and 3tate Superin-
tendent Crable told me ths first =vening ttat there was no doubt about Jkla-
homa's going Temocratic in spits of all the hurrah and applause for Lewey.,

Mr. 4, P. Xing, secretary of the Kentucky Tducatior Association, says thet
Kentucky will be De-ocratic. H- voiced that opinion-at the NTA convention

in Pittsburgh the latter part of July. I asked ¥r. King to interview as many
of thase secratariss as he could and to make rotes ab-ut w'at they sald a=out
their rospective stetes. Tomorrow I skall send you the result of his irter-
views.

Lr. Alonzo Myers of New York University is in our building today and tomorrow.
He is organizing a national cosmittee of educators for Roosevelt, and I have
given him permission to use my name. They expect to hold soon in Carne;ie Hall
a meeting at which the Pr2sident's friends and supporters will spsak.

Dr. delby, president of Montana State University, is in our building today,
and he gave me the impression that the liberals in that state were sure of




capturing the electoral vote lor the Pragident.

v, Glenn Archer of Kansas said that he _eve to Mr. Dewey only 10U electoral
votes.

T know thet you are getting information from every sourca, and I send thase
letters and statements on for what they are worth. I am sandin; them to

no one else.

Faithfully yours,

, < 2 B R T T SO g

Charl Ormond ®illiams

Wie
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YUigs Charl Ormond Williams,
2727 Connectiocut Avenue, H, W,,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mise Williamsg -

Your letter of September 28th has been received, and
1 appreciate very much your sending me this informmtion.

If you can advise me where Dr. Sutton can be reached,
I would like very much to contact him.

I do not agroo with his opinlon regarding the eleotionm,
although I do think it is a hard fight.

With best wishes, I am

—Binferely yguras, ”

[ 2T rvmpspes

Robart Remspeck.




DEMOCRATIC STATE COMMITTEE

510 TRENTON TRUST BUILDING
M. LOUIS PALADEAL
TREABURER TRENTOMN, N. J

October 4, 1944,

Miss Charl Ormond Williams,
2727 Connecticut Avenuse,
W&Bhiﬂgtﬂﬂ B' D- ci

Dear Miss Williams:

Your letter of recent date, addressed to
Mayor Frank Hague, regarding Dr. Sytton, has
been turned over to me for attention.

It is very hard to understand from what
sources the good Dootor got hls indications
pointing to Dewey's elesction. On the contrary,
the sentiment in New Jersey end, to the best
of our knowledge, throughout the entire Eastern
States, i1s strongly pro-Roosevelt. Our indica-
tlons, which, perhaps egotistically, we believe
are from better sources than the good Doctor's,
show an amazing upward trend in favor of our
%iaat President, and we do not believe that it

being too optomistic when we look for Presi-
dent Roosevelt's re-election by as great a mar-
gin as was given to him in 1940.

Thank you for calling the matter to our

attention.
\\;::T : Fi:fi>
KP*LLJ ,
N. LOUJS PALADEAU, JR.,
NLP : EMW Bsurar,
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Leptember 27, 1944

~iss wharl Yrmond williams
27<7 wonnecticut ~venue
L.ashington 8, «-C.

Dear ks Williams:
ln the sbsence o1 Senstor Thowas, who is now in Ltah,
I wish to acknolwedge your letter ol “eptenhber 26, sna
enclosea letter from wvr, .illis »~, Sutton.
Your letter will be brought to the Senstor's attentlon
it the earliest opportunity, 1 am sure thet he will be inter-

ested in Ur. outton's observ.tiuns,
wost sincerely yours, ‘

Cathpeicd (otsind |

Cutherine terrins, for

Llbert L. Thomas
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October 2, 1944

Dear Emmat

Enclosed please find a letter from your
friend, Cherl Ormond killiams.

1 an sending her a copy of this letter,
Very hastily, your brother,

JUE

Mrs, Emma Quffey Miller,
Fomen's Division,

Democratic National Committes
Biltmore Hotel,

.“ I’ﬂ‘*. Itrl




FORERT MAREFECH, G5 RESHARD 1, WELOH,
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s mson e e nos  Congress of the Enited States

THOMAR B, BCARLOMH, Fa SOREFH CLARS BALEW, i, ¥,

S e . MDA T o Touse of Bepresentatives

:"_f.,:‘ u.mu._r.' Bowlvam ranka, PR COMMITTEE ON LABOR
Blashington, I, £,

October 3, 1944

Mss Charl Ormond Williams,
2727 Connectlicut Avenue,
Washington, 8, D. C.

My dear Miss Williams:

Your commurdcation of September 26th with the
enclosure of letter from Willis A, Sutton is quite sur-
ising. Of course, I cannot answer for what is happen-
in Georgla, as I know from my experience in Congress,
the President has not toe many real friends there - the
reascns, of course, are obvious, I am amazed because thers
is nothing hem to indicate that the Fresident is not much
more popular than he was in 1940 and we are expecting a
larger majority for him than that given by the State then.
At a meeting of the State Commdttee which I attended
yesterday all indications pointed to very great enthusiasm
and loyalty to the President, so I would not be too dis-
turbed about Mr. Sutton. Could it be that he is reflecting
the o cn of the Reader's Digest and the many other pub~
lications, all of ch, ol course, are opposed to the
President. I hope so.

Anyway, if I were you, I would do everything possible
to help win the Election but would not be too worried about
the outcome of 1it.

. Thanking you for calling my attention to this matter,
am

Sincerely yours,

MTN:E ' (krs.) Mary T, Iﬂnrtan
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S L W CLELLAM, AR, COMMITTEE ON
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“ september 29, 19445

Miss Charl Ormond Williams
2727 Connecticut Avenue
Washington 8, D. C.

My dear Miss Williams:
¥Your letter of the 26th received and noted.

I am afrald Dr. Sutton has let his prosperity
warp his judgment. You know, Lhere are a gr2at many people
who have become prosperous under the Roosevalt Administrg-
tion, and as soon as they get prosperous under the Demo- |
cratic Administration think it 4s a fine thing to go over
to the Republican side. I hope the doctsar is not one of
these.

I don't see how any Republlcan can feecl any
degree of confldence in Mr. Demey's election prospects,
and how one, who 1s a recent convert, can have siuch & view,
I hdrdly know. It Dewey caurries fiftecn states, he will
do well. I have heretofore always sald that landon was
the weakest candidate the Republican Party ever put out,
but if Dewey continues as he has started, he is going to
run Landon a mighty close second.

kith kindest regards and best wishes, I am

Sincerely your ifriend,

B Y




ROBERT E. HANNEGAN
CHAIRMAN

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE
HOTEL BILTMORE
NEW YORK CITY

Septenber 27, 1944

rs, Cherl Ommond Jillicms
£727 Connecticut ..venue
Weshington 8, D. G,

Decr krs, Mllismsi=

I do not shure Dr, Sutton's depressed
feeling in regerd to eny indicetion thit the election
might be fovoruble to Dewey.

I huve truveled 2ll over the country wnd
I et of the firm opinion thet the overwhelming mejority
of the .merican people fovor President Roosevelt's
re-election, but that the one problem confronting us
is to see thut these people ectuelly register tnd they
go to the polls to vote, e ere concentriting our
efforts in th t direction tnd vre confideut thut we
will be successful,

Kindest regrnrds 2nd best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

e e
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L [i STHEIETY
1\ - & ""nl' L L1
Political Psycholog

VANCOUVER, Wash—A pald
ad in the Vancouver Dally Sun
urged all voters to listen to Gov-
ernor Thomas E, Dewey's radio
campalgn & hes—but the ad
was signed by the Clark County
Democratle committee.

An increase in Dewey llsteners
would mean more votes for Roose-
velt, sald Edgar Swan, committee
chairman,




'THE 'VOICE' WISHED
IT WAS ‘THE CHEST’

By GRACIE ALLEN
HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 2 —1'd
like to have been at the
White House the other day
when Frank Sinatra had tea
with President Hoosevelt,
They say Frankle was really

proud. ]

Well, 1t Isn't everyone who
. pan have tea with the presi-
dent, and you can't blame
Frankle for wanting to throw
throw out his chest. 1'll bet
he never migsed having ong
as much as he did that cay.

1 understand "“The Voice"
told the presldent how he
makes the girls swoon.
course, Mr. Hoosevelt has a
preity exciting yoice himsell.
At least the Hepublicans secm
to get awlully excited when
they hear his speeches.




Regi’strutiﬁn
In Multnomah
Near 200,000

With approximately 185,000
Multnomah county residenis al-
ready qualified to vote In the gen-
eral election November 7, the
total number of registered voters
will reach well over 200,000 when
the books close next BSaturday
night, It was announced Satur-
day by James W, Gleason, reg-
Istrar in the county clerk's office,

Gleason urges that persons not
already reglstered do so early in
the week to avold the rush that
will come the last half of the
week, The registratlon office on
the ground floor of the county
courthouse will be open from-8
a. m. to 8 p. m, dally Monday
through Saturday.

The mobile trailer registratlon
booth will remaln In service until
Thursday mnight. Open from 10
a. m, to 8 p, m., the traller unit
will be auu:med Monday at NE

Union avenue and Russell stréet,
ay at N Misslssippl avenue
and Shaver street, Wednesday at
N Chautguqua and Willls buule-
vard and ursday at N Denver
avenue and Lombard strect,
Total l:'alltntion In the county
was 194 at 4 Saturday,
:n:ludai are 50 Democrals
| i
30‘?0 oF
There m 48,208 rﬂ:l]l and 48,545
female Democrats and 48,110 male
and 47914 female Democrats,
Persona who must register If
they desire to vote are:
American cltizens not already
whn will have been
realden Oregon six months
and whn wlll have reached the
of 21 years on electlon day,
Is includes newly naturalized
cltizens,
Those who have chanied thelr
since the last election,
Em who falled to wvole in

ha h
m:rrmmum *thrnunr W

1

("
M;m

Qet. |,
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Cousin.Tom Eager te Make

Extended White House Visit
Ry GRACIE ALLEN
Consslidated News Features
‘HOLLYWOOD, Bept. 18—
Well, now I've heard every-
thing: Some expert has fig-
ured out that Fresident Rooses
vyelt and Governor Dewey are
related. No fooling. He has
traced . their families back to
common ancestors — Richard
Lyman, Northampton, 2 5
and wife, Hepzibah Ford Ly-
man, who came to thig couns
try in 1630, This makes Mr.
Foosevelt and Mr. D!w:"!\:
seventh cousing once remov
My goodness, Mr. Hoose
velt doesn't want AMr. Dewey
to come and live in the White
House s it is, without mak-
ing him a relatlve to bool.
can ].:'llt. imagine a scene
that might take place at the
White House, The phone rings
and Eleanor answers it. Then
.ghe , “0h, Franklin, it's
that publican cousin. of
yours from New York. He
wanis to come and stay for
fmnnurjrura." You take jt from

ere,
Well, anyway, for onee it
- won't be wife's relatives
who cause all the trouble,




Ace Correspondents
May Cover Hollywood

By GRACIE ALLEN

HGLLYWGDH Sept. 25—
"'.["hura' much fight-
ing in Holl wond lately 1.hn!. 1
understan the newspap
are thinking ef w!thﬂrawina
their ace war cOrres ponden
from Eurcpe and smdlus

them here.
Governor Dewey, who Was
in town over the week-end

mn o
gcil B. I.‘.Iz Mll!e 1 can admit
w that 1 was 2 little waol-
'rJ.ud until ‘.l'. saw Dewey walk




" Round One in Presidential Fight

Governor Dewey delivered seven
major addresses in his swing to the
West, Opening at Philadelphia, he
charged that the Roosevelt adminis-
tration planned to keep men in the
army because it feared "a resump-
tion of its own depression.” Al Louis-
ville he declared for a force-wielding
world-security organization without
waiting for the war's end.

His Seattle speech was addressed
primarily to labor, In its conelusion
- he said: “I propose that we ghall have
government by law after January 20,
1945, Here is the first thing to be
done. We must Lave, from the ranks
of labor, an active, able secretary of
the department of labor."

In Portland he first addressed him-
self to the “indispensable man," when
he said, "Let's have no more of this
pretense about indispensable men.
There are no indispensable men.” In
San Francisco he declared for polit-
ical freedom and social security, stat-
ing, “If there is one thing we are all
agreed wpon, it is that in the coming
peacetime years we in this country
must have jobs and opportunity for
all.” Social security was the major
subject of his Los Angeles speech,
Friday night, in which he pledged a
gocial security program that would
encompass the 20 million persons
who, he said, were not now protected,

Then, on Saturday night, President
Roosevelt swung into action in Wash-
ington in what nominally was an ad-
dress to labor but in which he cas-
tigated Dewey for his attacks upon
the New Deal. He branded Dewey's
charges about demobilization as a
“oallous and brazen falsehood,”" and
Dewey’s claim that the Roosevelt ad-
ministration failed to prepare for the
war as something “I doubt whether
even Goebbels would have tried.”

There were positive notes, too, in
the president’s speech. He said;

_“There is a task to finish victo-
.riously this most terrible of all wars

task of setting up international ma-

chinery to assure that the peace, once
established, will not again be broken,
... And there is the task which we
face here at home—the task of recon-
verting our economy from the pur-
pose of war to the purposes of peace,
The keynote of all that we propose
to do in reconversion can be found
in the one word—'jobs.""

It seems likely that Governor Dew-
ey's plans for his speech in Oklahoma
City, Monday, were changed over-
night. Upon that eccasion the chal-
lenger, obviously stung by the presi-
dent’s charge of “callous and brazen
falsehood,” and the reference to Goeb-
bels, came out swinging. He again
used the “indispensable man" tech-
‘nique, charging that "Mr. Roose-
velt's record is desperately bad. It is
not one on which any man should
geek the confidence of the American
people. -That's why it's time for a
change.”

Declaring Roosevell's speech to be
one of “mudslinging, ridicule and
wisecracks.” Dewey added: “1 shall
not join my opponent in his descent
to mudslinging” and then proceeded
to toss a few bricks at the president.
Among them was the questionable
statement that “The American people
will see that we restore integrity to
the White House so that its spoken
word can be trusted once again."

Thus ends round one of the presi-
dential fight. Who scored the more
points is, of course, a matter of in-
dividual opinion. Other rounds are to
follow. The winner of the fight will
be deflinitely chosen by the American
people, November 7, and six weeks
from today the winner will be known,

| But the nod will not be given on
| eampaign oratory; it will depend up-
on popular appraisal of the superior
worth of President Roosevelt or Gov-
ernor Dewey to achieve a just and
lasting peace abroad and to bring

as speedily as possible and with the

| about resumption of a substantial
least cost in lives, . . . There is the i

" economy at home.
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WaLTER CHANDLER
e

October L, 19lL.

PERSOLAL

Miss Charl Ormond \1lliams,
2727 Connectlicut Avenue,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mlss Chliarl:

Thank you very much, indeed, for rour letter,
and for the copy of Dr. Sutton's telegram.

I muat confeas thet I am not surpriaed Ly Dr.
Sutton's opinion, although, 1like you, I am keenly dlsappointed.
I am as strongly for The Presldent as sver.

S0 meny factors are combinin: agalnst the Demo-
cratic tlcket that it 1s extremely difflicult to [ight them all
within a 1imited time., In *he 3outh, almost every business man
end his family are apgainst Tho Presldent. There are two remsona,
He haa befrlended Lubeor, and taxes have increused. lMra, Roasevelt
has Inecurred the deep resentment of people all aver the South
because of her conduct wlth negroes. levertheleasa, I do not be-
lieve that any Sounthern State wlll he loat,

The C.I1.0. 1s as much a liability as 1t !3 an asset
because of the old red lerrin: "Communlsm"; also, the so-called
white collar people, who have not shared In the tremendous wape
increases, lllke the C.I.0. less than they like the A.F. of L.

; Any Administratlion that 1s Iin office twelve vears
necessarlly accurmlates enemles; snd Presldent fonsevelt has
ellowed certain groups (Jews and Catholics, particularly) to
become cbnoxlous to many people who normally are Democcratsa.

I have found emong thinking people the ldea that
Tiune Presldent 1a weary of the blckerings which hls satelllites have
fomented, ond that he la somewhat indifferent about the election,
While the rank and flle feel that The Prealdent has done a magnl-
ficent Jjob wlth the war and foreipn affairs, there are millions




Misa Clharl Ormond Williams

of people who are comfortabily 3T,uhﬁed [inoncislly and who
aro lsolationlats st heart; and they are hoping that Dewey
wins,

On the othear alde, if T Fresldent really
1s to win, he muat go to the pdopla an lve them the fnots,
On the merits, the aresent Adminlstrati _.rJ hes don LT'-"I'.IIII.!._""I'-
ful Job, except in the matter of oncour&sing subvearaive ng-
tivities smong the neproes,

I am L,at. ing together a number of apsechaos
for the cempaign in Tennesses, Senator lleKallor, always opti-
miastic, thinks that The President will wir by 8 Lz majority,

but I conecur in ::-. sutton's wire,

L Mr. Crump 1s deeplw concarned, and I bellove
thet I lisve stated hils ressona, although, he lLas not given
them to me, Ile has aald, however, thot tha Loemooratle Campalirn
Commlttes ls seriously crippled For lock of eampalrn funda,
Mr. Crump 1s ocut of the clty for two weeks,

It 18 & pleagsure alwoys to hear from you. Jith
best wisies, I am as sver,

Yours very truly,

/cﬂ&ﬁ, 4 2B A _

e B e S e ML o e | £




2727 Connecticut Avenue y
"t ¥ashington 3, D, C. 5% Ll
October 10, 1944 { ) | J

o (
Mrs, Franklin D. Hoosevelt } /&/I

Tne White House
Washington, D, 2.

Tear ¥rs. Roosevelt:

PBefore the Thite Howse Conference on Rural Education began its sessions,

I ssked ¥r. W. F. King, executive secretery of the Kentucky Education
tssociation =- and ope of the veterans in the zroup — to talk to as many
of these secretariss as possible and find out whet the opolitical situation
is and may be in their respective states.

Yr. King is a staunch Democrat and knows all these men and has their con-
fidence and respect. All of the secretaries in the solid South are Lemo-
cratic, of course. I have no actual facts to back me up in my statement that
the secrataries in the rest of the country are largely lepunlican, though some
of these secretaries I know are liberal enough to vote for President Roosewvalt
in November.

Just before Nr., Xing left Washinston, he ;ave me the penciled notes that

he had taken as he interviewed each of these secretaries. His information

is attached on a separate sheet. Like the information that I sent yesterday,
please take it for what it is worth.

I have been interested in elections so long that I never feel easy until the
votes are counted, I shall neither rest nor sleep soundly until this his-
toric and momentous election is out of the way.

The next letters to you will be ahout the #hite House Conference on Rural
Fducation, which was an cutstanding success. Corrszspondence is pouring
out of my office every day ahout that conference. Everyone in attendance
appreciated your presence and your contributions in so many ways to the
auccess of our meeting.

Sinceraly yours,

Charl Omond Williams

Vile




Alabama (1] Few Jersey R

Arizona D * Yaw Mexioo R

Mkansas D Haw Yo Rt

Col crade il thio G
Georpla o North Nakoka Il

T1iinzis R Cklahoma o 7
Tndiana R {ragon S0=L0
Vansas R Pannaylvania R 9
Fentucky D South Carolina D

Vel ne R Tenneassea i}
Vassachusatts s} S0-50 Texas 5}

Vissourl 1 I, Utah D ¥ 5l=-4%
Yinnescta R Virpinia n

Yontana R ¥ 50=-50
Hobragka R ¥ Tlsoonain R

NCTE:

Er_uu Sacr-IJtn:-_-,- of the Nebraska Educatien Assoeintion 18 a Republican., Tt was
;h Opinion that the state ticket would win by 150,000 votan, but thas cr
state would go for President Rocsevelt, = q, b At the




MNATIOMAL EDUCATIOM ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W, WASHINGTON &, D. C.

|J.' .r.-
October 6, 1944 oy - L-.M”
\7' O
Lrs, Frenklin Delano HRoosevelt P
The yhite House /h
Washington, D. C. S

Ly dear Mra. Roosevelt:

I write to express my deep appreciation for the important distine-
tion which marked the Jhite House Cont'erence on fural pducation, Qctober
L=5, 1944. Your invitation which brought the conference to the hite
House, and your participation in the discussions, were of grest sipgnifi-
CEnca.

We are equally indeoted to the President for the inspirestion he
brought to the meeting.

It is certain, in the light of what was said during the course of the
cenference, that appropriate legislation is a key to but ocne ol the deors
that need to be opened for the improvement of opportunities in rural areas,
It is particularly in the field of legislation that my relation and inter-
eat to this subject are closest, For that reason I am attempting to think
through the kind of legislation which would give effect to the principles
laid down by the President in his statement. His emphasis upon health ed-
ucation, and healthier living, is most certainly of the highest importance.
The degree of this emphasis is itself & factor wnich might determine in a
major way the subjectmatter of legislaticn.

I wish very much a way could be found for further expleoration of the
President's viewpoint with respect to legislative possibilities. It seems
to me that in this matter the resources of the NEA and other interested
groups might be more effectively marshalled to give support to pending Fed-
eral sid legislation or to such other legislation as might be required to
satisfy the principles laid down in the Presidert's remarks.

I am, however, getting away from the first purpose for which tnis let-
ter is addressed you; wviz., to thank you for the understanding and stimulat-
ing contributions you gave to the conference. Assuring you of my sincere
appreciation, and with every good wish, I remain

hespectiully yours,

> 3. i aeose

B. Marston

R.
Relationa Livision

RBUtHP
¢ ¢ to Kiss Charl 0. Williams




Netober 15, 1644

[ear Wiss 11liama;s

Tank you for send'n: me t'+ note froa
lir, Thompacn snd & copy of your letter of thanks,
I too will write him.

Hany thanks for all the infere:tien
you glve me.

Sipocerely yours,

Mias Chapl ¥1liges |
2727 Connecticut Avenus
Wasnington,d, o,
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