PUBLIC SCHOOLS STARVE

Tliree lundred ehildeen of all roces
gather every Saturday afterncon at the
Horace Mann-Lincoln School in New
York for recreative study to be [ol-
lowedd by diseussion. The children are
not supposed to know it (if T know
ehildren, however, they will eateh on)
but they are to be “an experiment in
democeary,” the general idea being to
promote better interrneinl and interna-
tiomnl relations.

No doubt we should elup our hands
and say how nice! And it is nice. Lt
is perfeetly grand, but it has nothing to
do with the solution of the problems of
interminority tensions. [t is of a piece
of the so-ealled Springficld Plan and
all its thousand and one varistions
throughout the country, which in effect
say to our people, “Took at this partic-
ular EL‘]IOOF rovm, this is the way te
ereate good willl™ whereas the people
ghiould look strpight at those school-
rooms whicl are suppurating hate daily
amd lourly into the social blood
gtrenm, UM course those who are inter-
ested in epreading hate will be glad
enough to lave these particular exhib-
its to which everyone will point. The
hate merchants will point at them too,
beeause that will keep everybody's eyes
diverted from their hate factories.
Nearly a half-ventury ago | attended o
pubilie selial in o suburb of Boston, In
that school this same experiment was
going forward as today in Lincoln
School, T believe most publie schools,
if let alime, and if attended by all the
chidren of the state, would periorce
teach interminerity understanding. But
our publie schools are boycotted by
church snobs on the one hand and social
enobs on the other. They are “not good
enough” for little Algernon Smythe
I1I and they are not holy enough for
little Aloyzius Murphy. Bo they are
left in the middle, lost and forlorn,
under all kinds of pressure to get along
cheaper, “beeause the taxes are so
high,” and to get what they eall re-
ligion, which means ehurch instruction,

#The public school in America is on th
way down and will soon be on the way
out unless the heirs of the state school
nourish their inheritanee. It is starv-
ing to death—FEditerial in “The Prot-

tant.” =Tl e

e

The Puget Sound Chapter No. 40 of Na-
tionnl Sojowrners at Seattle, Wash., han an
annunl custom of entertaining the Crand
Masters of the northwestorn States, thus giv-
Iﬂla them assuranee of the Iﬁml}y of each

owmer to his own Cra urisdiction
and to Masonry in general.

The Attornev General of North Caroling,
Harry  MeMullan, recently rmled that a
selinl buam] mut prohibit (e paipils. of &
sebiool from smoking on the =l rinimils
or in sn nrea immediately adjneenl ereio

TIME AND TIDE
Kyie H, Sxixxes, 32°, Portloend, Ore.

OMMONLY heard is the expres-

=iom, “Time and tide wait for no
man.” Shell we pouse and meditate
t11$ true meaning u} time, as man values
it

Time is defined as the mensure of an
hour, a season, an occasion, whether
past, present or future, an allotted
period of life, man's measure of a point
in Eternity.

All is Eternity. It had no beginning
and, therefore, can never have an end-
ing. God created man in His own image
and likeness, and since God iz eternul,
g0 must man, His divine image and
likeness, be eternal. If man did not
Liave a beginning, he cannot have an
ending,. Mortal birth did not mark
man’s entry into the realm of things as
we know them and term them life,
mensured by hours, monthe, yeors
called time. Thercfore, death eannot
write finiz to man when he ascends on-
ward in the higher realn,

There was no time with which to
measure that period of man's immortal
existenee before human birth, to moas-
ure that gpace when he existed only in
Spirit, and wns one with his Father.

ime eannot measure the “days before
the mountains™ that belong to the dis-
tant past. This period 18 often re-
ferred to as the dark ages, and proves
that such could not be mensured by

time, for in Psalms 90:4, it is written,

“A thousand years in Thy sight are but
ng yesterday when it is past, and as a
wateh in the night.” In Genesis 1:5,
we read, “And God ealled the light day,
nnd the darkness He ealled night. And
the evening and the morning were the
first day." Day was the first reference
to time specifying a definite period
destined to govern man,

Man will continue to be governed by
time in o mortal sense until he learns
that he is the master of it; it is not the
master of him, If man permits him-
gelf to be bound by time, it is certain
that death will not release him from
that bon Therefore, it must be
overcome cither here or hereafter. He
gete his mortal existence and messures
it with mathematical exnctness, Yes,
his cvery step is governed by time
Why? Because it 1s a demand of so-
ciety, & requirement that mortal man
lins not risen above, But he will rise,
and know:

Timo is but man is free.
There ia o Time—just Eternity,

" Fdueste and inform the mass of the

e, Enable them to see that it is to “dr
nicresis Lo preserve order,
they will preserve tlmm the ile

tymany of
and mind will vanish like ovil spirits
nt the dawn of day—~Thomas Jeferson.

GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND

Ung of the largest meetings of the war
puricd was that of the guarterly convocs-
tion of the United Grund ge of Englind
in London, December 8, 1944, when the Farl
of Harewood wus reclected Grand Muster,
The Grund Master holils numerous titles of
distinetion.  He has recenily  becn ohsctid
Clsneellor of the University of  Slalialid,
where he is an Honornry Doctor of  Laws,
and porbops= it is not genemlly known that the
Earl is 8 Companion of the 1Hstinziislaal
Hervien Ordior us of World War 1 sl hais
Bor ns u reward for further prowess, Al
aupanig s salliees s tlnt of Hoyal Presteo ol
the Weitesh Musonin, the otler tleee trnsiees
betng - the  Archbishop of Canterbory, il
Lowd High Choaneellor and the Speaker ol
the House of Commons,

The quarterely convocation ageada ielmleld
ehicfly rouline bisingss, It wos woestined
thal  Decomilor 2ol Dol morkosd e 2k
nnmiversanry  of His Muojesty  tlee Wing in
serviee in the Craft, and o Joyal mes=age wis
sent to the King

Twenty-two warrnnts for new lodges Dol
been granted sinee the lst quarterly meeling
ainl wtleers were pending so (e total of 5252
llges may Ine reised, making an ween-o
wver 1003 of olwan T,

MEXICAN BOOK CONDEMNED

Two iwvers of Moexico lave wiillen. dor
the Graml Leadge =Nalle de Mexin,” o e
s il eistivisine of 8 besok by ot bier
lawyer weganling the history of law in Mix-
jco and the CGond Lodge b= boon wlvisod
1o condemn this book as subworsive wiwl nol
fit for the stndents m the Nutial Uni-
versity,  The lew history was wintten by
Turibio Esquivel Obregon, amd tlie enitweism
o Llint his volume susinins Twscist lasaries,
lefiumies thar fommders of the comnig, exulis
religions mlolemnee, 18 anti-somite,
trury o demoerstic bdeals nod ealimniatios
Masonry, Iis harmifulness for youlls s sevn
in ita evident nim ot notional disintegealon,
The two lowyors who reviewed the baok pim-
weed that the Grnd Lodge coulion 1l

ident of the Republie and the Seendary
of Public Education against ils nsp m= a
textbook or recommended reading.

PAST MASTERS' NIGHT

Bafford (Arz) Lodge No. 16 in 1930 in-
augurated an annual Past Masters’ Night at
which mecting the Master Mason Dvgree is
exemplified by Pnst Masters ond 1he ontgoing
Master is Master of Ceremonies st o hanguet,
nssinted by the incoming Master, with the
ladics of the Enstorn Star scrving the feast.

In Deeember, 1044, the condidate wis
ruiseid by Poast Grund Master Fred 0. Gowl-
ell, 33*, with Past Grand Master and present
d Secretary H. Arizona Drachnnn,
isting in the West. The latter is
Ariganu of the Supreme Council
tiish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction.
aro 114 membors of Safford Lodgo
are in the Armed Foroos. At this
spocial meeting 99 members were present,

Life in eomplexity duily. Greater de-
sund. Tor Safend sy tevions :
The J'arﬂi citieen o tomorrow wﬁ"ﬂ;

than , all knowledge,
:::k':l%. Ind';-‘l; if in to sue-
oad o e R
to take full ‘advantage of chance to

:I‘: & failure hw:r““:-dnum:r‘
i
F. Schoeppel af Kansas,

TO SAVE IS SALUTARY: BONDS
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The Supreme Council Favors

1. The American public school, non-partisan, non-sec-
tarian, efficient, democratic, for all of the children of all the

people.

2, The inculeation of patriotism, respect for law and
order, and undying loyalty to the Constitution of the United
States of America.

3. The compulsory use of English as the language of
instruction in the grammar grades of our public schools.

4. Adequate provision in the American public schools
for the education of the alien populations in the principles of
American institutions and ideals of citizenship.

5. The entire separation of Church and State, and oppo-
sition to every attempt to appropriate public moneys—federal,
state or local—directly or indirectly, for the support of see-
tarian or private institutions.




NOTICE

There is no charge for the Scorrisn Rite News BurLerw, which Iz sent without any obligation
whatever upon the part of tha reciplent. It is the property of the Bupreme Council, 33° (Mother Council
of the Warld), Anclent and Accepted Scottish Rite o Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction; @nd is under
the direct supervision of Seversign Grand Commuander Johe H. Cowles, 33°, with Acting Grand Sec
retary General C. F. Kleinknecht, 33* Honorary, Business Manager,

This Bulletin is published as a contributlon to the welfare and happiness of the nation by diffis-
ing Information concerning education and civies, and it is hoeped the widest use may be made of the
data contained therein. Any of the material may be used at any time, with or withoul credit to the
ScorrisH Rite News BuLLeTiv, but where it is noted that excerpts have been made from other publica-
Hons, proper credit should be given. A marked copy would be appreclated when our material is used

Freemasonry has ever been the friend and supparter of constltutional government.  Fourteen of
the Presidents of the United States have been Masons, and the Declaration of Independénce and the
Constitution of the United States were lu.r%ej_-.- formulated by Masons Freemasonry seeks to inculeate
and deepen a sense of duty and responsibility in o patriotie citizenry and, as o primery consideration
the SBupreme Council desires to stimulate an earnest and intelligent Interest in pubfic education as
fundamental to patriotism :
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S.- 181 GUARANT STA CAL CONTROL OF EDUCATTION
R.iﬁ=§§;%35hégﬁiii§fbr

3
Legislative-Federal Helaticns Division
National Education Association

S. 181, the pending bill, provides Federal aid to education without

_

delegating to Federal government the control of public education. It leaves

—
state sovareignty over education unimpaired,

-
PR
s BEEE LR Sl R

In order to establish this point it is desirable to distinguish between
f}f&&l.ﬂﬂnhznls.un the one hand, and educational contrels on the other. The

two are for the most part separable and are subject teo relatively easy iden-

tification.

Examples of fiseal control in S. 181 include those provisions which set
forth the amounts of rioney appropriated; how these amounts shall be apportioned
to the states; when the appropriation under Section 2 (a) shall terminate; how
amounts alloted ﬁndur the Act shall be certified; the limitations fixed on
expenditures for administration of the Act; method to be observed in trans-
ferring funds from the United States Treasury to the several states and terri-
tories; audits; reports, and the like, Thaaﬁ are, for purposes of convenience,
referred to as fiscal controls, The inclusion of provisions on fiscal arrange-
ments is inescapable. They are logical and desirable. Certainly every person
will agree to the principle of accurate accounting for the expenditure of

public funds.

Distinguished from fiscal controls are other controls which are clearly
educational in nature. Included among educational controls, to mention but a

few examples, are the following:




' (2)

(1) Selection of teachers, supervisors, school prin:ipala, school
superintendents, and other school employees

(2) Determination of both general and specific objectives of the
schools

(3) Determination of the subjects and courses in the curriculum
(4) Formulation and adoption of methods of instruction

(5) Selection of textbooks and other instructional materials

{6) Fixing the length of schobl day, school month, and school year

{(7) Determination of specifications to govern school libraries,
science laboratories, shops, classrooms

(8) Classification of tcachors and other schocl amployees for
© salary purposca

(9) Deterwination and approval of standards for tcacher certification
(10) Inspection and supervision of schools for purposzs of checking
and improving the character of educational opportunity for youth
There can be no doubt that the agency of governmant -- whether Federal or
statc-~-that possesses.theten roregoing educational, as distinguished from fiscal,
controls over public education will be the agency that has the power to deter-

mind the character of public educatien,

At the present time, theso controls over educatlion are lodged with state
govarnments. This arrangement is traditional, It is a satisfactory arrangument.

It should be continued. .

This is preciscly what S. 181 guarantees, There is not a single provision
in the pending bill that in the slightost dezrce impeirs the exlsting authority
of the states and localities to select nccessary perspnnel for administration,
instruction, and maintenance services; to determine what shall be taught and
how it shall bo taught; to fix the objuctives of the schools; or to do any of
the othar things that are educational in nature. Furthcrmore, there is not a

single provision in the pending bill which in any degroe or manner whatover

T e ——




(3) |

limits or restricts the stotes or their political subdivisions in building better
schools, Mo ceiling on improvem:nts in the educntional progruas operntad oy the

statcs is in any sense implied or imposed by the pending legislation,

Mot only is 5. 181 free of any grants of educationzl eontrol to Fedeoral
povernment at the expense of state and local agencies, The bill, in its ini-
tial provisions, prohibits Faderal control over the educational aspects of our
puklic schools. &ieginning on p. 1, line 5, and ending with line 1L, p. 2, ve
find a definitely clear and unmistakable denial to Federal severnmént of any
and nll educational controls now lodged with state governments. In this respect
S, 181 is unique in the long history of Federal-aid-to-education legislation.

It plays doubly safe, if that is possible, in protecting state control over our
schools., It does this first of all by r:efusing to subtract in any degroe what-
ever from the states thelr existing cducut}nhal controls. This in itself is, or
should be, an adequnte safcguard for state control. As though it were not,
however, thc bill in its carliest provisions procceds to double-lock the door
against Foderal control by denying in elear and undebatable langunge the right
of any Federal "department, agency, officer, or employcc of the Unitad Statas"
to exnr;i;c any kind of "dircction, supirvision, or coentrol over,..the adninis-
tration, the personnel, the curriculum, the instruction, the motheds of in-
struction, or the materials of inntrﬁctinn.“

Attention is also invited to the fact that the pending-bill lodges no dis-
eretionary ad;;ority whatever with any Federal department, agency, officer, or

other employee of the United States, S, 18l-is clear-cut and praocise in all

thuse ruspects, No new agency or bureau is created. No new adriinistrative machin-
: cry




(4)

is celled for. No new jobs are authorized, Only those things can be done that are
5pecifically authorized in the bill as far as Federal government is concerned. No
educational controls are delegated to Federal government and it is correct to say
that all fiscal controls are so arranged as to avoid conflict with the states in

their exercise of controls over the educational process,

It is to be doubted whether any Federal-aid-to-education bill in the history
of our country has ever been drawn with equal or greater regard and respect for

the rights of the states to control public education.

In closing the doors of state contrel to Federal encroachment, 5. 181
follows in the long established tradition of Federal ald to the states and
localities for school support without Federal invasion of the power of the

states to direct their own school programs,

It 15 a fact that has too frequently been overlocked or forgetten that
the Congress of the United States has, in its many years of service, enacted |
numerous Federal-ald-to-education bills, This aid has been extended
in the form of land grants, outright money grants, and subventions -- i,c.,
mnnﬁy.grants that ‘are annually recurring. The extent of these érnnts has been
tremendous. The amount of land Federal government granted to the states for
educational purpeses since 1802 is equivalent in area to twenty-five states the
size of Connecticut or to ten states the size of Maryland, One authority in
this field, placing a value of $10 per acre on land grants for education, estimates
the total value of such grants to have been. in gxcess of §1,275,000,000,

While the exact total amount of money grants by Federal government for school
support to the states is not known, it is believed to be a conservative figure
when such grants are estimated in excess of $1,000,000,000, For example, for the

fiscal year ending June 30, 1942, Federal grants, regular and recurring, to the
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(5)

states and territories amounted to 855,711,217, Of this amount $#5,030,000 was

granted for the more complete endowment and support of land-grant colleges;
6,926,207 for agricultural experiment stations; 518,956,918 for cooperative
agricultural extension service; $21,768,122 for vocational education below
college grade, and §3,030,000 for vocational rehabilitation., These Federal

funds were allotted to ths states under-authority contained in numerous acts

af the Congress of the United States. It is, it seems to me, of far more

than usual significance that at this moment, with the pending bill under con-

sideration, Federal funds are being expended by the states to assist them in
the operation of their schools,
TS

“The chief, pertinent fact in hhis connection is that despite these
skl e

exttnsive Fadaral investments in public education the statas haua rctained

control over the educational programs which they are chargcd to administﬁr.
TEEQrA-;;ﬁ, for exnmpia, be found in no state of the nation, as far as I have
bean able to discover, any public schools system in which the local school
superintendent, the school principals, the classroom toachers, and other board
of cducation employsos are chosen by a Federal agency; wherc teachers are
certificated by other than a state or local board or commission or QLpartmﬂnt,
where the school curriculum is mandated by Federal government; where

textbooks and instructional materials are forced upon the states whether or

not the states want themj where any authority, other than state authority, fixes
both general and specific objectives for the schoola,

In its wisdom--and for this fact all citizens ;hﬂﬂld bu grateful--the

ﬂnngrauu has not, nvnr thu paat gentury and a half, nnnditiuned its assistance

S

to the states in suppurt of education upon the principle of state surrender of

nnvuraignty in the management of the public schools,




What Congress hes done in the past Congress can, if it =0 decides, do sgain,
The power of this great law-making body {s of such extensive character that the
Congress can enact whatever kind of Federal-aid-to-sducation bill it may dasire,
It can enact & bill in keeping with our traditions —- and the pending bill, T
wish to repeat, gqualifiss in this reapect. 3. 18l provides Federal ald for schools
without sccompanying Federal contrel over the educetional programs of the stAtas,
Or, the Congrasa can enact a bill which carries, with the asaistance Foderal
government extonds, some degroo of Foderal control over ecducation. OrF, it can
gnact a bi1l which sets up complets Foderalization of the publis schools of this
nation. The recommendation here advanced for conslderation is that leglalation of
tha first type —— Fodoral aid without Fedoral sontrol of the educative process and
meterials — be enacted, This is in fact the great Amaricen tradition in the field
of Fedéral perticipation in helping finonce public education. Tho po nding legiala-

tion respects this tradition and conforms to all of its importent roquiremonts.

It is finally to be noted that no state in the nation is required to
gualify for the benefits provided by the pending leglslation, Each atata will
determine for itself whether it wishes to share such benefite or pasa them
ty. There ia not & single provision in the bill which fopces a state to qual-

ify. In this respect the bill does nothing more than set up an opportunity

for the states to provide a bebter educaticnal cpportunity for the children

within their borders, The states are perfectly fres to accept or to reject that
oppertunity, In mny svent, however, one thing is certain: there is not & stats
in the nation that can, according to ths provisions of the bill as it now stands,
rafuse to avail itself of the benafits of the bill on tho charge such benafita

proposs or threaten to remove the control of public education from the jurisdiec-

tion of the state,
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Mre. Franklin D. Roosevelt ( h W
The White House ‘N{ ft‘-
Washington, D. Cs

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

There might be something in this letter from Italy that would be
interesting for your column, if you care to use it. The story of
gsuffering and privation there in contrast to our own comfort might
make some of us Americans more aware of what other peoples have to
endure. Then there is a zrest tribute in these communications to
the Red Cross girls.

This letter was written by Sergeant Maynard B. Lundgren, who has
been with the State Lepartment, I know since I came to Washington
in 1922, He volunteered in the beginning of the war and has
served in North Africa snd Italy. This is the second time that he
has seen the Pope and talked to him., Maynard is not a Catholie
but he thought this was a great experience.

I should be glad to have this meterial retumed to me.

Sincerely yours,

Charl' Crmond Williams

Wie




Inauguration Day

Dear Charl:

Many thanks for your delightful "Femily and Friends"
letter. I was so gled to learn that ﬁou had hed such a
nice Christmas,- enough mctivity and "partying" to make it
happy, yet enough time alone to recall asscciations of the
past and to dwell a bit on all your friendships. Your
wvisit to New York was a highlight., How I envy you in be-
ing able to see Song of Horway. Somsone had previcusly sent
me a program and I have seen the play written up in Life.
Grieg is a favorite with me,- the Chopin of the North. Am
glad that you were able to have such a nice chat with Mrs,
¥Wiileon and Mrs, Hull, I hope that the Hulls will be able
to take a long and well-deserved rest now. #nd then you
"tesd" in the Chinese Room! What energy.

Am enclosing a copy of a latter that I wrote to
relatives. You may or may not find it of interest. Also,
am enclosing "Green Pastures”™ which likewise you may or may
not find very startling.

It was thoughtful of you to forward the letter from
Jess. They'll be real Syrians if they stay in that part
of the world much longer. Jeas is a very interesting
person, and & delightful one; even though 1 didn't kmow
her, her letters show that,

We are all a-dither right now over the advances being
made by the Soviets. It is a month ago now since the
jerries were strenuously counter-attacking in the Belgium-
juxembourg area.

All good to you, Sharlie, and may this year see
"thousands and thousands" of reunions. iy

Simar;w,_..

Hed a note from Leon Humsell the other day; he was so
pleased over the fact that he had received a ocard from
Colonel and Mrs, Williams,

 —————— L R




Quite unexpeaotedly I wam glven an opportunity on New Years Eve to ride
to Bome in & nice heated car, Naturally I jumped at the chance. We arrived
in the blg eity at about 85130, We exporionced various kinds of weather sn
route, but during much of the ride ws had mountains mear us, and their snow-
capped peaks were beautiful to behold. While we were travelling in shadow,
many. of the peaks were in dateling sunshine., 1 had & packsge to deliver in
Boze to relatives of & WAC so I proceaded to thelr home. They were very lovely
peopla, mother, son {about 28) and three grown daughters. I was supposed to
make =y headquarters mt the Red Cross Offisers"' Club, but these people nesmed
to want me to stay with them and watch in the New Year. They ha od &
few nalghboring apartment-houss dwellers alsc to come in. I, tod, brought
them a package, most of it being warious items that good friends and
relatives had sent me., I received sntirely too much of everything, so
was fortunate in being able to make my “takings"™ go a long way mround,

At twelve midnight we drank tossts snd all of ws had but one wish - the end
of the war, and that speedily. These Romans have a wery nice apart=ment, but
have had no heat all winter. I sat with my heavy covercoat on the entire
evening (and far into the morning), and all of the others wers wrapped in
poats, sweaters, "fasoinators®™, stz. eto. I found, during the next twa

days, that jewslry store windows glistened in the sunlight, and that quite

s mmbar of shops diaplayed expensive furs. These are but a cover for a
desperate situation in Bome, Fuel is entirely lacking for the ocivilisn popula-
tion; edibles are so strictly rationed that the black market is raspant for
overything; electric current is on every fourth day (maybe); gas is inter-
mittent. Theoretically Rome is no longer m blacked-sut eity. Frastioally

it is complately blacked out becmuss of the lsok of ourrent. On moonless and
radny nights the strests are inky-black. As a result banditry ls inoreasincg
and good Eoman citizens bar thelir doors and eit in their sapartments and shiver
in osndle-light. However, mamy of them go to bed to keep warm., I hops the
UNREA will take effective mction scon with regard to liberated Italy and all
other liberated arems, I am told that conditicns in the Netherlands are
heart-rending. Bight now help of tha UNRRA is meeded along many lines.

Bight oow is when pmpm ara beaoming dnrirltl in thelr hunger, their ocld,
their Tllness, and goeneral misery.

I spent the night of Hew Years' Eve with these friends, for we sgon be-
came just that, Oo Hew Years' morning I mooompanied Felice and Anna Marias to
3t. Peters, mnd this was but an eight-minute walk, Thus I was snabled to cover
soms of the spota thare that I had missed in Ootober. I alsoc saw no reason
why I shouldn't honor His Holiness once sgain with my presemcs (7). I am
glad I did, sinoe the reception on New Years Day was really m s=all and very
informal affair. Only a handful of persons were in the s=allish room, and
the Fope walled briskly im to an mssigned chair and spoke in English for
twe or three minutes. Then he mingled with us and we really disoussed (smong
tha ﬁt,,-.ﬂninup] sverything from ombbages to lkings. I was amaged at the
nearly total lack of anything ressmbling protoscl. Oue ... Italian scldier




evidently had something of import (et least to himself) to say to the Fontiff
and the Holy Father listened attentively to the moldier for at least five minutes
and gonsoled him. It may have been that the soldier had met with great sorrow.
Te could not tell singe the convervation was whispsred. In the conversation with
me, I referred to his vilsit to the States, to Washington and the West Comst. He
spoke feelingly of the fine reception he had had in America.

On New Yeare afternoon I was one of ceveral guests of the fied Uross Club
Direotor (who had "towsd me" to Rome) at & fioe performance of La Tosca. The day
was bright, very ocold end windy., There wma, of course, no heat in the Royal
Opera House and we all sat with our heavy coats om. Each time that the huge
ourtain 7eot up, a blest of icy wind swept out across the audience. Eow Tomonm,
olad for the most part of the opsra in low-neck evening gowna, survived the rigorse
of the performence I don't lmow, But she hed & eplendid voice end the olLera was
exosllently staged. (The portions where she fanned herself caused s slight titterin
smong the patrons,) The opera Legen at 5:30, Ve were cut at nine. Then we all
went to the Red Cross Club and our hostess gave us a delightful supper in her
roome ,- chicken sendwiches, & cognes or two to warm us up, oekes, eto. The Club
is heated. I still don't belisve that I cooupied a werm room, with slectrie
lights, tiled bath, warm water, and that I sat down to a table covered with snowy
oloth, wmmwy with heavy sllver and real china dishes. The food at the Club ias
excellent. As a matter of fact, the Club is in reality a modern hotel, The
Berenini, teken over bodily Ly the Hed Croms for ite workers and possible guests.

During the next two days I was able to visit the Guirinal Falace, olimb the
Spanish Stairs and try to get into the Pantheon, tut 1t wae closed. The weather
warmed up & lot, and it was wery sumny. As & result it was nice to stroll in the
beautiful Borghece Sardens and the adjoining l'inclo Fark. I sought out my Italian
Lisutenent friend, and we had a good chance to renew friendship. 1 brought him
s package of such luxuries as scap, chooolate, cockles, fruit-cake, cigarettes,
and some Christmas oards. To ths Lieutenant, to the Roman family, and to others
to whom I oould gzive a little something, I amid it was possible because of you
and the others who had sest me these things. Uf course 1 got my full share of
the packages too, snd oaturally retained boocks and speoial pifte. The Lieutmnant
is worried sinoe there is motion around idilanc now, that ia air amction. He knows
that his fanlly have arrived in Gemeva, bul his flanofe is still in Milano, he
believes, and the factory which was operatad by his father is on the outskirts
of the city. Besides that, they havo thoir home there. He lives with two other
ex=-Italian officers and they have a nice apartment, but no heat. Une night three
of us went to an Italien mevie and when I relurned to the hotel at about nine
it was so dark in the street that I could not see my hand in fromt of my faoce,

I had a fleshlight; but someone hed warned me that it is better not to have it
on sinos by that means an ill-meaning person can "get" you. I only had to walk
about two blocks, but I was glad when I got to the hotel. (And to think I slept
in sheets!) We left Home at about €130 on Wedneaday evening, January Srd, and
arrived at headquarters late that night.

I'n enclosing "Oreen Pasturesa” which may or may not tace away some of the
bad taste of "Strest Sosna”.




GREEN PASTURES

The holidays are just around the corner and the spirit of the season
has taken hold at the Red Cross Club. In the steamy snack-bar the very
near-sighted bespectacled Bignora injects something of that spirit inte
esch "Crazie”™ which she utters as she takes in the lire through the tiny
wicket of her makeshift desk. The line of soldiers waiting to purchase
tickets for "ooffee and...." is, as usual, a long one and a talkative ons.
On ocoasion it oman be & boisterous and m wrangling line. But not so to-
day. There is banter and chatter a-plenty, but no surliness. And when OI
Joe has finally purchased his tickets and deposits them on the counter in
exchange for "coffee and...", he does not let go with a volley of in-
vectives beoause the coffee "she ees black” or beoause the ice-cream "she
ees fesneesha™. Instead, he lets these annoyances pass with a relatively
gontle admonition to the dark-syed Signorina behind the counter,- "It's
okay this time Baby, but next time I'm around these diggins thers better
be orean for the ocoffee and gallons of ice-oream, OR ELSE...". However,
the Bignorina does not register too much fright over possible dire results
threatening her.

The line moves llnl_f forward. The near-sighted one makes change
rapidly, and during the proocess emits volumes of honeyed "Orazies". The
serving girls keep the tin oups filled with steaming black coffee (to-
day there is sugar but no oream; tomorrow the situation may be reversed;
the next day thers may be neither the one nor the other). The Signorinas
hand tn each soldier, on small tin plates, the buns or cookies for which |
tickets have already been purchased. There is, naturally, an incessant
babble, and frequently a pleroing outburst of "God a'mighty, ia that you

Pete? Where in hell did you drop from!™ In contrast, there come to
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the ear the lower-pitched and halting phrases of a mud-splattersd GI. He
talks to a pale and tight-lipped youth...."I heered sbout how yer buddie
nnt. West, Kid....Jeeze, dat was tuff. I feel fer va, Kid, honest I do.
But y'know ya gotta take it like it ocomes, Kid,...An', anyway, don't it make
ya feel kinda glad when ya tink how he don't never hafta be wet ner oold mno
more, an' how he don't hafta always be shovin' off in da middle of da night
to God-knows-where....Yer buddie, now, maybe he's da lucky ome...But I

know it's tuff on ya, Eid.....Thim damn jerries! Well, so-long Kid,

an' don't let it git ym down fer nuttin'......". Words of sympathy in
untutored scoents but coming straight from the heart of one weary doughboy
to find ready soceptance in the heart of the other. Orief is no less
poignant end sympathy no less sincere in the hurly-burly of a temporary Red

Cross set-up than in the quieter precinots of cathedral or chapel,

And now, added to the general din oreated by the shouts, the greetings,
the soraping chairs and the oreaking tables, are the tinny squeaks of a
pisno grinding out a discordant "Star Dust®. (Why 4e it always Star Dust!!).
The piano is in the "Fireside Room”. There is something very ocosy-sounding
about that appellation, although at this partioular moment billows of
saffron-colored smoke are being wafted up, down, and sorcss the room by
the breeszes which are never quite absent from the Club. It seems that
the lately-construoted fireplace, around whioch the motivities of the room
are supposed to center, refuses to "draw" as it should. The natty Red

Cross hostess, who was delineating on the walls very beautiful and
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very colorful holiday designs, has finally been forced to withdraw and
comes out with palette in hand. 5he appears to be suffering from a hope-
less case of pinkeye, but as soon as the orbs have been bathed and as soon
a8 she has been able to take two or three deep breaths she'll be baock in
there again. A balky fireplace is a minor event in the life of these morale-
bullders who wear the Red Cross insignia. Through the surging billows can
be waguely seen the outlines of a Christmas Tree,- depend upon it, sooner
or later the Fireside Room will glisten, even though for weeks it may re-
tain a tang reminiscent of a country smoke<house.

And here is "The Fatio” - a large drafty ares somewhat like a court-
yard, over which a ceiling of burlap has been stretched to provide shelter
during the winter months. Several large pine wreaths brighten the gray
walls of this enclosure, and emsh bears & huge red paper bow. Also, here
another Christmas Tree has been set up, It strives to be very gay and very
entrancing with its trimmings which remind one of adornments of yesterysar.
Long strings of popoorn, a chain of paper "rings" fashioned from package
wrappings, bits of silver and gold paper, some tinsel, a few shiny odds and
ends,- these are the "decorations™, and they have perforce been made by
hand., The ocolored lights, obtained through some legerdemain, give the final
toush to the Tree of Wonder. Many soldiers sre soattered about the patio.
Some have brought their "ooffes and...” out here in order to be nesr the
Tree. Others sit with quiet hands and find wordless satisfaction in gasing
&t that which is before them. In reality, what is it they see? Merely a
soramny and rather forlorn-looking pine tree of the "sorub” variesty, bedecked |
in humble finery. But who oan venture to say what plotures this sight be-
gets in the minds of these erstwhile lusty and rollicking boys, or what

memories it evokes in the heart of emch -- boys who porhaps only three or
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four days ago were ducking shells and sosking up rein and mud at the
front, and who today on their way to the Club distributed caramelli to
grimy bambini and waved to all and sundry. Thus the Tree casts its
spell over Fets and Ike and Chuck and all the others in the patis. For
& few brief moments these youngeters are back smong familiar scemes in
Vermont, in Chio, in Tennessee, in Kansas,- back Home. Here in & small
wind-swept town the Red Cross makes it possible for GI Joe to forget for
& space the biting winds, E-rations, darkness, weariness; and helps him
to surmount the boredom which comes in spite of much notivity and which
assalls even the stoutest soldier. Joe may not be very artioulate con-
cerning his feelings about the Club, but he senses deeply its ministrationms.
The toughest OI eventually beocmes satiated with dank and smelly wine
cellars. Then he turms to the Club, and though he may orash in like a
roaring lion and literally make the rafters ring with none-too-modest
parlance, it is quite possible that before he leaves he will have written
s letter or two, will have run through a dosen favorite oomic strips, and
eventually will have settled down in purring contentment before the blaze
in the Fireside Room.

To many of the Joes the Red Cross hostesses wear something of a halo -=-
"Gee she's swell. I oould m-swore it was Kitty when she come in"; “"That
one looks just like my wife, an' Brother that's saying something”; "I'd
a-1liked to died when I first seen her. I thought for sure it was my little
sweetie-ple, an' I want you to know she's the cutest trick this side the
Rio Grande™, etoc. eto. eto. These girls are a tirliu' group. Apparently
versatility is one of the requirements for the job. Hampered by inadequate
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stage propeties, or with no properties at all, they put on shows. They
sing; they dance; they recite; they apply brush and paint to drab walls to
make them blossom as the rose; they serve as librarisns; they are the "in-
formation™ of the "Information Desk"™; they provide first-ald; and they are
the confidantes of many a lonely and mayhap perplexed GI. Frobably it is
the very diversity of their labors that makes these girls so enthusiastio
and gives them test for their work. During the afternoon hours Red Cross
Rovie presides at & phonograph in carrying on a scheduled pogram of
popul ar classios; at five she is told that by seven that evening she will
be a Dancing Doll in the chorus of a GI show yolept "Zim-Zoom-Zamba" (a
musical extravaganta). By way of explanation for the impending transforma-
tion from an effiocient hostess into a charming (but none the less efficient)
Doll, Eoeie is told that her sister-under-the-skin had the misfortuns to
drop a flat=iron on her foot while in the mot of pressing a ocostums. Roalse,
nothing daunted, finishes her assigned duty of record-changing aad by
seven o'clook is holding her own on the wobbly platform. Before taking

up her duties with the ARC she may never have sung a note in publie, or
roller-skated, or played a musioal saw, or exeouted the intricacies of the
osn=gan. But now she at leaat EEE!i to perform these feats; and Joe loves
her for trying. He will shout wigorous mpproval, he will whiastle, howl,
or hoot, depending upon his unprediotable and variable resctions at any
glven moment. But though he may bellow a blasting "Take it mway - it
stinks®, there remains a bond of oomplete understanding between Hosie and

Jos, The show goes on to a noisy finish.
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The upper floor of the Club is gayly festooned with garlands of
variegated paper. In the "game mnf:" are oard tables and a ping-pong
table. Four GI's bat the ball back and forth with something akin to
desperation; the game is deadly serious. In the "jive room" the phonograph
gives with blood-ourdling cmcophony. The four writing rooms are comparutively
peaceful, each uithl ites Tom, Dick, and Harry soratching their respesctive
heads and chewing their respeotive pencils. The "musioc room" is downright
cheery. It merits the designation beomuse it boaste a planc {tried, but not
too trus) and an array of hymn books. Here, too, there is a fireplace and
it draws. A number of soldiers reading magazines and books form a semi-
olrole in frent of the fire. One gensrous Joe is favoring the assemblage
with a planoforte number appropriate to the season, "Jingle Bslls", with
scmewhat jangly variations. Very definitely he is having trouble with his
lowsr-olef notes. But far from being discouraged over this detail, he
oarries on with vigor and heartening assurance.

Downstairs again, end the snack-bar is now a veritable maelstrom. The
line is twice as long es it was half an hour ago. Crowding, jostling,
stesning, nolsy GI's in droves - (A convoy has just deposited its chilled
and hungry "oargo™ at the Club). In one corner of the patio a four=plece
orghestra is tuning up; scon there will be dance musio end the Joes will
orowd the patio. With the first notes from the orchestra there will be
onlls of "Okay, Rosie, how's about this one?"; "C'mon, Lady, let's out a
rug®; "Throw sway your orutohes, Rosie, and we'll swing 1t". And Rosie
will not let them down so far as it is humanly possaible not to do so - but

the ratlo is approximately one hundred to one.

An unpretentious-loocking, straggling struoture,- drafty, not much on
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lighting, bereft of anything in the way of Axminsters or overstuffed

furniture - yet it attracts each day hundreds of GI's. They originate
in Coonomowoo, Ishpeming, Tallahasses, Skowhegan, Chillicoths, Yekima,
Bemidji, and all intervening pointe. They laugh, they joke, they play,

they push, and sometimes they fight. They are America.

In & camp ares not far from town & blond youth - he can't have
resched his 13th tirthdsy - stands in line before = desk marked "Literty
Passes". The boy's face is ruddy, and fresh as the proverbial daisy.

It {8 an eager face and fairly exudes enthusiasm. He mpproaches the desk
to be confronted by a dolorous-faced Serpgeant:

"For the love o' Mike, Babes, this makes the fith night straight that
you bin in line; but ternight you mint gonne get no pass off'n me = not
by S3t. Fatriok an' all the other Saints you aint - specially if yer
thinkin' "bout trottin' down to that Red Cross jernt again. Fi' nights
in a stretch is emough,- coms to think of it, 1t's too demn much. An'
don't splutter nothin' in me ear um..:.n me mind's made up., Oit me?"

"But, Gosh, Sarge, you don't understand. If you'd omly go there
Jes"' once you'd find out how ewell it is. They got some wonderful records
there and they let you play them as mioch ms you want. An' they got all
kinds of ;l‘ll-mt an' books an' easy chairs - well, some of them is kinda
essy - an' they got good eats, san' sometimes even ice-oream. An' Oee, Sarge,
it"s real nioce an' warm all over the place, with all kinds of swell

decorations and lights around., Jes' talkin' about it makes me feel like

I gotta go right now....An' Sarge, they got the most chaerful ladies there....."




"Okay, Ukay, Okay, you win again.....50 will you be doin' me the
favor of piokin' it up quiok and git goin'. Or would you be wantin' it aon
& silver platter? But don't let me ketoh you tryin' to sneak in af'ter
10:45 like you done lag' right.......(Gawd forgi' me for shovin' him a
pass every night in the week...,.But he's that young and trustin' an' all...
An' to think 1t's me own precious pass I bin handin' him for the las!
three nights too!......S0 I'm askin' meself right now am I the topkick

around this set-up any more or amn I a soft, sof't sponge....I think I am),"

ey ¥ T




Washington, D. C.
February 9, 1945

Dear Member of the June 14 White House Conference on
"How Yfomen May Share in Post-Nar Policy-Making":

On January 22, I attended Mrs, Roosevelt's nress conference, where I gave
newspaver women information on the Koster of Qualified Women now in the hands
of the President and of the Secretarv of State. I took with me for distri-
bution At the prcss conference the enclosed background story and the copy

of my letter to Mr. Stettinius. These enclosures will tell you facts you

© will want to know about the develonment of the Roster.

The Continuation Committee which you appointed voted not to relosse the
nam:s on the Roster for the followingz rcasons:

1. Ne m‘.l—-t.spapar in the prescat wartime situatioft would publish 260
names — the publication of a few would he misunderstood,

2. The Continuation Committce doos not cleim thot this Roster is a
complete list of women qualified to serve on internctional
commissiona.

3. The Continuation (Committee did noi wish to deflect oublic intcrest ‘
from the purnose for which the Roster was compiled to the

porsonalities involved. |

I

4. Officinls in the State Demartment mnd the WMC Roster advised agninst
rublication of the Roster.

You will be glad to know that the women of the nrass Judged those rensons to
bc wvalid.

Just =fter the meeting with Yrs, FRoosevelt's press conference, Mr. Richnrd
W. Morin, observer sent by the Stets Demartment to our June 14 Confzrence,
crlled to read to me a news rclessc on the Roster which ho issued that day
from the State Dopartment. He complied with our requesat that the names
thamselves be withheld from the pross.

On January 31, Acting Secretary of State, Mr. Josenh O, Grew, wrote a wvery
fine letter in response to my lotter of January 17 to the Secretery of Stete,
Mr. Edward R, Stettinius, Jr. A cooy of Mr. Grew's letter, with the release
from the State Department, is encloscd.

We have great hopes that the influence of the June Conferenece will continue
to by felt throughout the nation and that the women who werc present will
exart every possible effort to the end thet women may be represantad not only
on intornationnl commissions but on state and local commissions ns well,

{over)
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We have made an auspicious beginning toward that goal, and it is up to women
to see that our aims are attained. For everything that you did to mrke the
June Conference an outstending success I am deeply grateful.

Now that the Continuation Committee has compiled the Roster of Qualified

Womcn and submitted it to the President of the United Statos end to the

Secretary of State and, through that official, made it available to the

other members of the Cabinet and to the heads of the five ind:pendent ngen-

cies who sent cbservers to the Juns Mecting, the Continuation Committee

appointed by tho Conferencce on "How Women May Share in Post-Wor Policy-Making" .
goes out of existence.

Yours sincerely,

Jﬂ‘?h{. 1—-"':} C;T"LM-\.- »“"“—f'l. .'J"‘:"f"l:{)l:{‘ﬂﬁ

Charl Ormond Williams

Chairmen of Continuation Committee
¥hite House Conferanee on "How Women
May Sharc in Post-War Policy-Making"




Waslhington, D. C.
January 17, 1945

The' Honorable Edward R, Stattinius, Ir.
The Secretary of State
washington, D. C,

Dear Mr., Secretary: g

For the first time in history, 230 women from all parts -of the country
came to the White House on June 14, 1944, to take part in a Conference on
"How Women Maey Shere in Post-war Poliey-Meking," This Conference was
called by representatives of four of the leading nationel orgenizations

of women end wes inspired by o stetement wade six months previously by Mrs.
Hoosevelf thet "women should serve on all comissions that are an out-
growth of this global wai,"

The influence of this conference has alroady boon widespresd, Similer
conforencos have boen organizod in eitios, end plans eruv mede for confur-
cncos on a8 state ond rogional besis, Tho immodiate -tangible rosilt of

that mooting was tho crostion by unanimous voto of & Continuation Com=
mittoc whose duty wes tho proparetion and compilation of o Rostor of
Qualificd Women in various ficlds of activity, to bo submitted to the
Prosidcnt, to tho Sceretary of State, and othor high govermnmontal officisls

for their uso when thie eppointmont nf such commissions is undor coneid-
crotion,

Tho idea of building this Rostor ceught thu imegination of the womon of
the country and wes roec.ivod onthusicstieclly by the womon of tha pross,
‘During the post six months, the nemes ond records of 750 womon hove boon
sont in from oll parts of tho country for astudy end onolysis by the Con- I
tinuetion Committos, the members of which are;

Dr. Minnio L, Maffott, Pest Prosidont, Notioncl Federction of
Businoss and Profussioncl Womon's Cluba, Ine,

Dr, Kcthryn McHole, Gonorel Dircetor, Americen Associction of
Univorsity liomon

Mrs, Lucy J. Dickinson, Fresident, Gonercl Federction of Women's
Cluba

Miss Elizaboth Christmen, Exccutive Swerutcry, Notioncl womon's
Trcde Union Locguo of Americc

Mra, Charles W, Sewull, Administrctive Dircctor, The assccintod .
women of tho Ameriesn Ferm Burenu Fedorttion

ifiss Charl Ormond Willioms, Post Prosidunt ond Dirvetor of Field'
Service, Nctionol Educction Assoeiction -- Chuimmen

The committec hes hod oxport help in building this Hoster of Quelified
Wwomon cnd wishos to ocknowledge cspuciolly its indubtudness for cesistconeo
by efficiels in tho Stoto Dypertment os wull ce tho Notioncl Hostor of
Seicntifie ond Spoeiclizod Porsonnul of the lier Mcnpower Commission,




On behelf of thisé committes, 1 toke plocsure in submitting to you the
nomes of 260 women gquclified to serve in many ond veried fields such os
internotioncl luw apnd rolations, the mothomaotical and eoclol secioncos,
medicine, und oducation end tho urts, Dozens of more speclolized guolifi-
cotions sppoor — oxumples: morket cnalyst; plant pothologist; apoclalist
in rubbor, in potroloum, in suger; metullurglet; ceolluleso chomist; civil
enginoar; anthropologist; neursol enctomist. .

Wo eppreciaste the cooparction of the Stnto Dupertment in smcking this Hostor
of Qualificd women evollablo to oll meabers of the Ccbinet and tho hecds

of tho five indepindunt-oguncios who sont offlelcl obscrvors to tho Juno
Conforonco. I think you will be interestcd to loorn that oll the
questionhoircs sont in to this committec will bo roviewed by the WMC
Hostor for inclusion in their file of any nemes on our list thot oro regla-
troble. when this otudy, hna boon complutod, tho 730 quootionn2irus will be
dopositoed with thu Stcto Doportmont for further study acd use.

Wo wish to record our approciction.of tho intorest you, and your prodecosscr,
Soorotery full, menifested in our Conforencc cnd of tho support you geve to
it by sunding t%o of your wxecutive caslatonts co observers. Your exomple
w38 followed by overy mombor of tho Prosident's Cobinet cnd tho heods of
fivo indupurdont egunciocs who also wero invitod to scnd cbsarvors to this
mocting.

It 40 the profound hopo of the momon nhe gothorsd ot the white House upon
invitction of Mro. Roosovalt — ond of miny thousonds throughout the
sountry — thot ono or more quolified womun, rogordless of whotuer thoy
cre liatod in thia Hestur; be eppointed to. surve o oll commissions look-

ing tomird the cotiblislmont of pareoful releticna in this wortora world,
Yours sincercly,

o,
¥,

=Tl ";_'a']----n-«.r_"r'1."| L..II.\I.A.-'I.I;F-‘!-!U'\

Churl Orwond Willicms

Chzirmen of Continuation Committoo
ef tha June 14 White Houss Conforencu
on "how Womeon iy Share in Poat-licy
Foliey-M2king"




DFPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington

January 31, 1945

In reply refer to
(al}

My dear Miss Williams:

It gives me pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of January 17, 1945 with its enclosure, the Roster of Qualif ied
Women prepared hy t.hu Continuation Committee of the White House
Conference on "How Women May Share in Post-War Policy-Making". The
Roster represents a splendid and most useful undertaking, Tt will be
filed in the Department of State and interepted officers will be notified
of its availability. '

Following your suggestion, the Roster will be open to officials of
the other Dopartments and Agencies of the Federal Government on their
request. We shall alsc he glad to have for further study the questionnaires
from which the Roster was compiled, as soon as you i‘ind it convenient to
turn them over to the State Department.

At your Conference last June, former Assistant Secrotary Shaw pointed
out that a considersble number of women, spocialists in many fields, are
serving as officers-in the State Department. I belicve that your Conference
program took note, &2lso, of the fact that woman have been appointed members
of United States delegations to almost every recent internstional con-
ference. The Department is gratified that able womon hava been ready to
represcnt the United States on these occasions.

There will undoubtedly be confercnces and commissions in the
future at work on many matters of international concern. They will
cover 2 wide range of interests and actlvities, and the Government will
need to coll on persons qualified in many differant subjects, Thus, in
geoking out women of spocial training and cttainments, and in making them
known to the officials of'the Government, the viomen's organizations 'have
performed 2 velunble scrvice, Plense convey to the members of the Continua-
tion Committee the Department's approciation of the project and the
cooperative spirit in which it has been cirried through,

As of possible interest to the Committee, I am enclosing & copy of
the statement about the Hoster releascd to the press by the DNepartment.

Sinceroly yours,
(Signed) Joseph C. Grow
; Acting Sacratery
Enclosurc: Press Heloase Wo. 58
Miss Charl Ormond Williams,
Diroetor of Field Service,

National Education Association of the United Statoes,
1201 Sixtecenth Street, N. W., Woshington 6, D. C.

{over)




LEPARTMENT OF STATE

FOR THE PRESS JANUARY 22, 1945
No. 58

The Department of State today received from Miss Charl Ormond
Williams, Chairman of the Continuation Committee of the White Hnuse
Conference on "How Women May Share in Post-War Policy-Making", a roster
of 260 American women qualificd to serve in many fields of spacinlized
activities. The roster is designed as a list which government depart-
mants and agencies may consult in the selectlon of qualified persons to
serve on Oovernment Commissions concerned wit.h the re-cstablishment of
a peaceful world,

The roster, which will be held nvailahle in thz Department of State
for consultation by all government autheritics, was prepared by the Continus-
tion Committee created at the White House Conference in June, 1944, The
Committoe is comnosed of the following persons:

Miss Charl Ormond Williams, Past Prcsident and Dircctor of =
Fleld Scrvice, Naotional Education Association —
Chairman

Dr. Minnic L, Maffott, Pest President, National Federation
of Busincss and Profossional Women's Clubs, Inc.

Dr. Kathryn McHale, Gencral I:l"i_-rcctur, American Associmation of
University Women

Mrs. Lucy J. Dickinson, Pregsident, Gencral Foderation of
Women's Clubs

Miss Elizabeth Christman, Executive Secretary, National
Woman's Trade Union League of America

Mrs. Charles’ W. Sewell, Administrative Director, The hssocisted
Women of the Americen Farm Burenu Federation
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Pebruary 10, 1945. ’

My dear Wise Williams:’

Mra. Roosevelt has asked me to
thank you for your letters of February vth.

Urs. Roosevelt was much inLerested
to see the two publications which wers dis-
cussed by Mr. Boushall before the Senate
Committee on Education and Labor and I am
returning thea to you under separate cover.

#ith reference to the work
ference on the Educatlon of Heturning Vet-
erana, Mrs. Hoosevelt could be Lhere on
February 26th, from 9:30 a.n. to 10:45 a.m.

Mra. Roosevelt thinks it fine that
pr.hlicchicqn conference 1s really pgoing to take
1- 19

lUrs. Roosevell appreciatea your ‘il  F
suggestion about/Lt. Colonel hobert H. Owens drwe ! I

and wlll ask him to lunch socetime before the ’,{'"' #
meesting.

Very sincerely jours,

Secretary to |
Mra, foosevelt.

Mizs Charl Ormond ¥illiams |
Hational Educatlon Assuclation |
m mt-h ﬂnﬂi‘b; Ne fla |
Washington (&), D. C. VDS

.




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATICN OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.. WASHINGTON &, D. C,

A
February 9, 1945 ] --1'/:“
R s
;‘Z‘y
f ‘trl'—'

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt p

The Wnite House -

W’.‘lﬂhiﬂgt@n, Ls Cs ,/

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: J}

I wonder if you remember Wr. Thomes C. Eoushall who attended the Vhite
House Conference on Rural Education and participated ir the panel.

He is the president of the Morris Flan Bank of Virginia and lives in Rich-
mond, and is also chdirman of the Committee on Education of the United
States Chamber of “ommerce.

Yesterday the Senste Committee on Education and Lahor held & special session
to hear Mr. Houshall explain the view of his organization concerning the
interdependence of education and buainess, He did not advocate any legis-
lation. He spoke and answered questions for over an hour regzarding the
information in the two publications that I am sending you. I read both

of them with great interest last night at my home and I want you — and

the President, if possible -- to know about them. It does not take much
time or effort to get at the heart of what he has on his mind.

While this great organization of business men has probably just learned
these facts, they have heen krown to edurcators for yesrs, and to my certain
knowledge they were read into the hearings on federal aid to education at
least fifteen yesrs ago.

The chief opposition to federal aid to education hrs 2lways come from the
"yasted interests" -- especially business men heading some of our great
corporations and others responsible for privete and sectarian education.
It now appears that the opposition of the first group is on the wane. -~

If you care to do 8o, I think it might be a good thing for you to mention -
these two publicetions and their conclusions and zeneral import in your )
column. It would undoubtedly plesse the national and state chambers of
commerce. The smaller publicetion is especially striking.

jﬁ

Yuurs nimarulr,

/é?éu.aom.._-- c..)....a_......

. %" Charl Ommond Williams

! \
N s =5 N




MATIOMAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

February 9, 1945
lfll:l" e/
Y~

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Yesterday afternoon the planning group met for the second time and

decided to hold the work conference on the Education of Returning :
Veterans on Februsry 26, 27, and 28 at the headquarters of the Mational {' Jie
FEdueation, begimning at 9:30 each mworning. td W

On the first meorning there will be & general session for about one A
hour and thirty minutes, and then the group will break up into com- i
mittees, each of which will have been assigned a special problem in
advance. Would it be possible for you to come to that opening sessio g
and give this conference your blessing and encouragement?

A publication will be prepared for nationwide distribution, and it is

our hope that this bulletin may be in the hands of colleges and of atate

and local school officials at the earliest possible date. There is

no time to be lost. v

I am enclosing an NEA publication which you need only glance over. 1In \ :
addition, I am sending you a statement read st the recent hearing before _ ll' "
the Senate Committee on Education and labor by Lt. fol. Robert H. Owens i\

of the Selactive Service System. He did not advocata federal aid but ¥
he did give the latest figures regarding the educational level of regis- f o 1
trants. He is one of the leaders in this conference t¢ which I refer.

If you could find the time to invite him for a conference at the White

House before this meeting, I believe you would find it very much worth-

while and very stimulating.

Yours sinceraly, C

Charl Omond Williams
Lirector of Fileld Service

W/e




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.. WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

February 9, 1945 .
e
Y%
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e
Mrs. Franklin U, Roosevelt .',f-?

The White Houss
Washington, D. C.

Lear Mrs. hoosevelt:

You will be zlad to know, as I am, thet the Chicago conference
that I helped to organize on November 20 is reslly going to take
place. Just & glance over this material is sufficient.

T shall te glad to have it returned to me.

Yours sincerely,

*

=019 i

Charl Ormond #illiams




February 9, 1945,

Dear Misp Willioma:

Thanlt you For letting me see
the copy of the letter from the State
Department in regard to the ‘;tar of
Jualified domen. I think it very zood,

Very sincerely yours,

Miss Charl 0. Williams
Natlional bducation Association
1201 Sixteenth sStreet, N. W,
Washington (6), D. C.

vos




Letter and material sent to the Preaident.

e

February 13, 1945.

kiy dear Uiss 7illians:

tra. Hoosevedil has osked me to
thank you for yowr lelter of February 6th.
She was Interested to see the muterial on
federnl afd which you encloged wnd is plad

to have it avallstle.

Veory sincerely rours,

Segrotary Lo
Ura., Rooscvolt,

Uiss Charl 0. Willians

Hational Education Association

1201 Sixteenth Slreet, H. W.

Washington (0), L. 2. VD3




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.. WASHINGTON 6. D. C.

Februsry 16, 1945

/070

Mre. Franklin D. Hoosevalt
The Thite House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mre. Hoosevelt;

I wonder if the editor-in-chief of the Education fer Victory
sent you this copy of the magazine published by the Cffice of
Education.

On page 4 1s A charter of Eduecation for Rural children. This
charter will be printed countless thousands of times in shis coun-
try. Practically every educational magazine in the country will
ecarry it in the next few months. We hope %o have this charter
printed in larper type and on better paper ready for framing in
all the rural schools of the nation,

Yours sincerely,

N T L S
charl Ormqpd Williams
Director of Field Service

COW: leb

Dictated February 14,
transcribed February 16.
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EDUCATION for VICTORY

i OFFICIAL BIWEEKLY PERIODICAL
UNITED STATES OFFICE OF EDUCATION, FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

Vol. 3, No. 15 WASHINGTON, D. C. February 3, 1945
ST What To Do About -
-

1 Conventions
_2 o Organimaticns planning o hold convenklons, conferences, irade shows or group
5 mestings after Pebruary | “will have Lo show how the war efort would sulfer if Lhe
meetings were not hald,” Col, J. Monroe Johnsan, Chatrman of the War Committes

4 on Conveniions, has announced,
*The job of the Comemittes,” Colonel Johnson sald, “is to achieve the oblectives
5 set forth by Justice Byrnes—so relleve overburdened transporistion and hotel Iuelii-

The abeve bisnk may be helptul
In routing Lhis copy of Exvcazios
FoR VicTony Lo various siafl mem-
bers and perhaps fAnally to the
library.

Keep & fiie of Lhe lssaes of Eeo-

cirmow Foa Veomoay  for fulure

reference,
__EL thts fusns Page
wiur To Do Asocr Cosvenrioms.. 1
Mrmciw CoLToma Mpsions....... 2
A Casnrex or EpUcaTion roR Romas

Lo T T e |
Coperutaony Mormasy Teosmo.... B
AroscadmaTion of U, B, Ormos or

T R |
PrawwEp Browotws ans Baving Fao-

(- 71~ [ LA T, |
Exrmsven Bowool Bravicas—An ~Ac-

e P ceeeeee—eeeence B
Tauwrwg Tracnaas ron Heamn asp

Prrwess  Rosromasasrres... .. 11
ExTINT AND CHARACTIN oF THE Cow-

viRmon PRomIM. ..o - 13
(RETTTITET o T T ————— |
Bmoury ‘Worx Exrrstmica Bx 4 Paar

ar Epttarmn? SRS |
Evvcsrons’ Britern Boao ... W
FroowEspiTioNs oF THE  lows

Comn € s

Wennamors 1 Eumsewrany Esvca-

TIoN - =]
Tl e LT —— |
o A L

ties and conserve desperately needed scarce materlals and manpower. The kundreds
of messages alresdy recalved from organlestions of diverss interests indicate that the
Mation is solidly back of our eforts, The Commlites has decided that the Fardalick
it will use o messurs the essentiallty of any meeting bs how the winnlng of the two
wars we are now fghilng will be impeded If e meeting In question wene held 1o an
attendance of 80 or canceled cutright™

_ The Commbiies approved the form of applisation required of ord kpizations plans=
ning group mectings 1o b attended by more (han 50 persons,

Other declilonn reached by the Commilties Include!

(1) Industrinl, bislniess, labor, fraternal, professional, rellglous, civic, socisl, and
governmental organizations are inclided among those requiring permits

(2] Thae lssusree of o special permit to hold meetings of more than 80 doe pob
guarantes tranaporiatlon or hotel facitities of imply priorities for thelr uas,

13} The general exsmpiton frem Uhe need for appdying for speclal permits for mes-
irigs of Jess than 50 dosa pot mean that the Cammittee approved the helding of such
mestingy, It was emphasieed that meetings of any aise that direckly or indirecily
constitute n atraln en transporistion, housing facilities, or other critical sltuationa
should e eanceled Immediataly.

Applization forms are 1o be avallable st all ODT reglonal and districh oices, &t most
hotels, cosvention buresius and from the national ODT offics In Waahingion, D,Q

All mppiications should ba sent directly 1o Secretary Ciare, Room TIIL Intersiale
Commeres Cammission Bullding, Washington 23, D, €., where they will be reviewed
by tha Committes.

Pallowing 1s (e form of application:

Application Form
Dibrectar of War Mobilisstion snd Reconversion James P. Byroes, with approval el
the President, lisa Instrocted this Commities to effeck & cesaatlon of group mastings
such as conventions and trade shows not necessary in the war effort. Information
reqaested is to enakle this Committes to review the holdlng of group meetings which
re Lo be attended by more than 8 persons to determine i the need for these mestings
1s pufSiclently kn thi war interest to warrant the burden on transporiation kod services.
1 ﬂmm::llmﬂﬂn and of president and secrelary Logether with Lheir
4, Mature of organlzation and charscier of meeting (convention, conference, irade

show, Government mesting or otherl,
hﬂﬂnﬂdg‘w:ﬂm and name of hotel or hotels or other

L8 WIHMW If & trade
In mrmmmamumhlmmmmm
which will bs booked for Individual use.  If other
dlsplay rooms, sto.; are Lo be used, indleate number

thow, segregale sttendance

4
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A CHARTER OF EDUCATION ;
FOR RURAL CHILDREN

THE FIRST WHITE HOUSE 'CDHFEF.EHCE ON RURAL EDUCATION PRESENTS
THE FOLLOWING AS THE EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS OF EVERY RURAL
CHILD AND PLEDGES ITSELF TO WORK FOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENT:

Every rural child Ras Ihe right le a satifaclery, madern slementory
sdueation,—This education should be such as to guarantee the
child an epportunity to develop and maintain & healthy body
and & balanced personality, to acquire the skills needed as tools
of learning, to get & good start in understanding and appre-
ciating the natural nnd social world, to participate happily
and helpfully in home and community life, 1o work and play
with others, and to enjoy and use music, art, lterature, and
handicralts.

Evary rwral child has the right to o sstiifaclery, medern secondery
sdueatisn,—This education should asure the youth continued
progress in his general, physical, social, civic, and cultural
development begun in the elementary school, and provide
'§nitial tralning for farming or other occupations and an epen
door to college and the professions, .

3 Every reral child bas the right o am educotienal pragram thet Bridges

the gop batwesn home ond sckosl, and between schosl and adult
lite.—This program requires, on the one hand, cooperation with
parents for the hame education of children too young for schoal
and fer the joint educational guidance by home and schoal of
all other children; ard, on the other hand, the cooperative
develapment of cultural and vecational adult education muited
to the needs and desires of the people of the community.

Evary rwral child has the right threugh his scheol to heolth sarvices,
d | snd [ guld . library focilifies, recreatienal
wetlvitlen, and, whers nesded, scheol lenches end pupil frasiperta-
fian facilities at public sxpamis.—Such special services, because
they require the employment of specially qualified personnel,
can be supplied most eaily through enlarged units of school
administration and the cooperation of several small schools,

Every sural child has the right fo teochers, suparvlier, ond odmin-
luiraters whe knaw rerol lite and whe ars sducated jo dual e®ectivaly
wilh the problems peculiar ts rvral schesli—Ferions so educated
shauld hald State certificates that st forth their special quali-
fications, should be paid adequate salagies, and should be pro-
tected by law and fair practices in security of their positions
ns & reward for good and falthful services. The accomplish-
ment of these chjectives is the respomibility of local leadership,

State departments of cducation, the teacher-education institu-
tions, and naticnal leaders in rural education.

Every rurgl child kos the right te sducotionsl service ond guidance
durlng Ika entire year and feli-ime etiendance In a school that i
wpen fer nat less thon ® months In sech yeer lor of least 12 yeer.—
The educational development of children during vacation time
is also & respornsibility of the community school. In many
communities the period of schooling has already become 14
years and should become such in all communitics as rapidly s
poasible.

Every rurel child Bor the right te attend school In @ sotisfectery,
modera bullding.—The building should be attractive, clean,
sanitary, sale, conducive to good health, equipped with mate-
rials and apparatus enential to the best teaching, planned aa
& community center, and surrounded by ample space for play-
graunds, gardens, landscaping, and beautification,

Evary rurnl child hos the right through the schoel o pariicigale
in community life end cwlhwe—For effective service the shool
plant must be planned and recognized as a center of community
activity; the closest possible interrelationships should be main-
tained between the school and other community agencies; and
children and youth should be recognized an active participants
in community affairs.

Evary rurnl child hos the sght 1o o local wcheel syitem suMciently
strang I provide ell the tervloen required for @ medar sdvcation.—
Ohtaining such a schoal system depends upon organizing amply
large units of school administration,  Such units do not neces-
warily result in large schools, Large schools can usually provide
broad educational epportunities mare econamically, but with
special eforts small school ean well serve rural children and
communities.

Evary rural child hoy the right jo hava the lax resowrces of kiy com-
muaily, Stote, and Notlen wvied fo guorenies him an Americen
wtandard of edwcatiensl appertusity,—This right must include
equality of epportunity for minority and low economy groupe
Hince many rural youth become urban producers and consumers,
it is necemary for the development of the democratic way of
life that the wealth and preductivity of the entre Nation sheuld
aid in the support of the right of every child to a good education,

These are the Rights of the Rural Child because they are the Rights of Every Child regardless
of Race, or Color, or Situation, wherever be may live under the United States Flag.

S




MATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
! 1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.. WASHINGTON 6. O. €.

Fabruary 16, 1945

Mra, Fremklin D. Foosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mra, Roosevelt:

You will be interested to know how far afield our Juns Confersnce
bas gone., 4 letter from a soldier in Italy, whom I do not kmow, to a
friend in Birmingham, Alabema, contains the following parsgraph:

There wes an article in the Stars and Stripes about your
friend, Miss Charl Williems, which I cut out to semd you, On
locking for it to emclose it in this, however, I find I've
misplaced it. It was about Fala being "introduced” at some
education meeting in Washington where Mrs, Rocsevelt spoke and
Miss Williams presided. Maybe George saw it and sent it to you.

Another letter arrived the same day from Cuba fram & very out-
stending woman there, whom I have knmown for a number of yeara, I
quote the following paragraph from her letter:

Your last letter enclosing data regerding that meeting in the
White House was used by me immediately. I orgenized a broadcast
of 40 minutes every Monday at half past eix about the seme subject.
In the first one, I read your lstter and said s few words about
yourself; then we had a capable well-known womsn end a man to talk
on every Monday. It was done 12 times through 3 monthe, It was a
way of homoring you and Mrs, Hoosevelt and the rest of that wonderful
group., It was & big muccess,

1 have visited Selora ina Maris Borrero in Cuba, and I know of har in-
fluence and standing in Havana, She is & writer and speaker of con-
siderable prominence in that island republic. It was she to whom I
sent your book "This Is My Story” sbout two years ago, She used that
book in a series of broamdcasts at that time with considerable effective-
ness, She often sends to me, magazine articles that she has written

in Hm‘.hl‘

Sincerely yours,

(o T T LR %_3
Charl Ormond Willisma
Director of Field Service

CoW/ew




February 16, 1%.5.

liy dear liss Willians:
lira. Roosevelt has jour letter
of February 13th and aska ne to thank you

for telling her about Lieutcnant Somuel h.

Lynde, She has invited Lisubenant lymde

to come Lo the Thite House on February &let.

Very alncerely youra,

Secretary to
Urs. Roocsevelt.

Ulss Charl 0. #illiams
Mational Tducatlen & atlon
1201 Sixteenth Strect, H. 7.
smshinpton (&), D. C.




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W., WASHINGTON &, D. €.

rebrvary 13, 1945

B
/é/br-—

Mrs. Frenklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, L. C.

Dear ¥Mrs. Hoosevelt:

For the past hour I have been talking te Dr. Fdgar A. Schuler of the Tepsrt-
ment of Agriculture whom I happened to meet as I came in from luncheon.
gince I missed the first half-hour of the first meeting held here in our
huilding on the education of returning veterans of nen-collegiste level,

T wanted Tr. Schuler to tell me exactly how he became interested in doing
something about this importent question.

The facts are, &s Tr. Schuler told them to me, that a young Nawvy lisutenant,
sammel A. Lynde, about thirty years of age, hegan this work of training
i1literates when he was stationed at the Grest Lakes Naval Staticn at Detroit.
Over and beyond his naval cuties, re began the work with four Negro seamen

at thet great stetion and then expanded it to include ahout 1600 Negro sea-
men. I em very much impressed by what Lr. Schuler told me, end I thought

you should know about it. Lieutenant Iynde is now the Training and Educational
Officer at Camp Peary, Virginia.

I learned that Lieutenant Colonel Owens was in the building this moming and
that he was greatly pleased by his invitetion to have luncheon with you next
Vonday. This afterncon he called me to tell me so himself, I told him ycu
were the best listener I had ever met in all my long experience — and you
are.

I cen just imagine what an invitation from you would mean to this young
Lieutenant Iynde if you could ask him in to hear first-hand from him of his
efforts in a field that was fairly uncharted as far as the Navy was concerned

— for the reason that the Navy has been.able more or less to pick its men.

If you think thet you would like to see lieutenant Iynde, it might be better to
hear the Army and the Navy stories on different days, provided that your schedule
will mmt--

I have just taken from my files a page letter from-Lieutenant Lynde asking that he
be permitted to attend the White House Conference on Rural Education. Unfortu-
nately, the list was made up and there were no vacancies when his letter reached

me, but we extended to him an invitation to meet with the groups esch night in

our tuilding. If I had known then who he was and enocugh ahout his inturest.y' }hL d
would have been put on the original 1list. That we were unable to invite him x

the White House Conference I greatly regret. ’ﬂ
o u.H'Jﬂ/ Faithfully yours, U’, r'.

Q\&‘F-' 1} ok ‘_"‘-‘Q-—-AJ G Dre
Q-"i ¢! i Charl Ormond Williams

i
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States Need Facilities

i

To Educate Own Vets,
Warns NEA Director

T e LT

LI S —

HE : m e E :E u _:_ m.:: ..__ ._ :
il il m_“w il e & i m_u

1 : _m__mm_m_: % m:r .==.= __ u qr_ E_m_

mmmr x Mm_:.mmm m:: 3 m “ _m mm#m “ ._.__ . u . .. : :
g mm f _mh .m m__wmfﬁ_ : E _.

m hn m £33 mh“m u mm uu = n m _1M "—_

M_m._:_am rw;u muum_mmw mmtﬂmim mmm.mw_ “w“ m.__m:__*_ﬂmmwrmfm_m —mm m—.—_

F s T R e

s e e P ——

L S

e s =




NATIOMAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UMNITED STATES
= 1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. WASHINGTON 6. D. C.

VERY CONFIDENTIAL /[/ February 23, 1945 ﬂ

b —

Yrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D, C.

Tear Mras. Hoosevelt:

This morning Dr. Schuler of the Lepartment of Agriculture called me to tell me
about a visit he had had with Lt. Lynde late last evening. His story was =so
amusing and so extracrdinary that I thought I would write you briefly sbout
it.

The Lieutenant arrivedin Washington at 1:30 and went streight to the Navy
lepartment., He said he had never seen so much gold breid in so short a tine,
It seems he wes passed from one high offieial in that Cepertment to another.
Some wanted to know why he was going to the White Mouse and what he was going
to say. Others wanted to tell him what to say. In his own words to Dr.
Schuler, the invitstion from ycu created quite & “dither," both in the
Tapertment and in Camp Peery.

I was even more 2mazed that his cemmanding officer from Camp Peary took it
upon himself to escort Lt. Lynde to the White HYpuse. I said to Dr. Schuler,
"Well, Mrs. Roosevelt will see through that performance as cleerly as I aee
through my windew." I have no idea how much of his story Lt. Lynde was per-
mitted to t2ll you. Very little, I suspect, uncer the circumstances.

The enclosed srticle writien by Lt. Lynde tells a very graphic story of how
he began that work. The article would have been returned to Dr. Schuler
who sent it to me had not the holidey intervened. Fortunately I was able
to get it out of the mail before it left the office.

Lt. Lynda, it seems, had an ides of g great need that others higher up had
overlooked. Against e grest many discouragements he pressed forwmard with

his idea until he got somatiing done about it. As I understand the situation,
he thinks even more should be done in this same field. The Navy Department
should have named him to represent them at our first cornference on vetarans
educaticon. It remains to be seen whether or not he will be permitted to
attend the three-day conference next week.

I the young orfficer were not up to par yesterday afternoon, it may have been
that they did not let him alone at the Department long enough to get any luncheon.
He felt greatly strengthened in his work, however, after thet visit with you at
the Whits House and thinks thet the officer who accompanied him cannot do other
than give support from now on.

For so many obvicus reasons, nc one else should see this letter.
Yours sincerely,

I T v

Cherl Ommond Williams

/e




RECRUIT TRAINING COMMAND
N.T.AD.C,, Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Va.
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@#ﬁl Jrj;ﬁi THE DISINHERITED
*‘(igfr Draft of an artiele for Bouth Today
¢ o

Bamuel A, Lynde
Lieutenant U, 8, N, R,
Illiterate. What does this word mean? What kind of a label
is 1t to ﬁlng on & man? What stigmatio effedt does it leave?
It 18 a blg, black word rubber-stamped morcse the recorde of
many s Negro and white in our Army and MNavy, Who or what put
1t there? Why mget these things be, especially in Americal

The dictlonary says, illuithout the ability to read and
write, unlearned, unable to communioate.® A neat, out and
dried, and cocapletely lifless definition. Illiteraoy 1s less
than tkls and more than this, It is an intangible weaknesa
and at the same time a devilish orime chargeable to poverty,
diegorimination and individual defeatiem. It is all these
thinge, and more. I know, for I have seen close to thirty
thousand illiterate white gnd Negro sailors in the cuurse of
my work as an education officer. And the terrible thing to
me 18 That it ie both cause and effect, a viclous arc of the
downward spiral leading so many potentially useful men and
women boys and girls in sur country to a state of utter
spiritual desolation and physical dependence upon others for
their livelihood, Thasbape I have worked with, black, brown,
and white are Americans, This is Amerioca, 1944, the land of hope

to a ilm-vrunk-d'ihrupt and eruptive Asia, The land of plumb-

ing, easy living and - Education. How can it bappen here? But
it has and dges. The Office of Education points proudly to the




fact that those with fourth grade education uf less in the
Army amount to only three and a half percent in this war, as
oppoeed to twenty four peroent in the last war. Only three

and a half percent, But peromntages are cold, they don't tell
the story of people, Translate that figure into a fuugh eat=
imate of the number of funotlonal i1lliterates (by CUensus
definition, over fourteen yeare of age and below fourth grade
literaoy skill), in the armed forces, and you come up with half
a million, Now it doesn't seem so samll. B8till, what does

it mean? Half a #lllion men barred from the means of self-
improvement, Half s million men unable to make the simple
oaloulations they need to keep track of the few dollars they
oan earn, Half a million men unable to write decent letters
home, toc espress the terrible ache for home, and those who mike
it that. To these men it is guite a problem. We should be
proud, with the Office of Eduecation, but should we forget

these half million?

I entered the service with no experience to qualify
me for work with illiterates, I was lucky in having had the
best that education oould #ffer, I had gone from Yale and
the University of Chicago to teach in a small private school,
whire poverty in the real sense was unknown and illiteraoy
impossible, I had never hnown a Hegro who was not someone
else's chauffer, of butler, My acquaintance with hill people

was limited to Li'l Abner, Farmers were unkmown to me, Farms
I had avoided- I had hay fever, Oity kide of the Dead End
variety I knew only from the movies, But I was educated, I
knew what to do in wwery academic situation (or what the book



Sa1d, at any rate), Training men in '42 was no serious
problem for the Navy. We had the best America had to offer
boys from High Behool, husky farm kids who ocould relish being
allowed tc sleep in til1l €530 in the morning, bright kids
Tfrom the oity, volunteers all, all eager to get into the sorap
and do what they ocould to avenge Fearl Harbor, They wanted
training and lappea up all we gave them, They practically
trained themselves. That was '42. Everyhody remembered
Pearl Harbor every day,

But '43 brought a gradual ana definite change. %he Navy
stopped taking volunteers and began to get inductees., They
wWere atill a fine buneh, in there Plugging every minute, but
their quality began to slip as the manpower supply dropped i
lower. They wanted to do the Job as well and ags hard, but
they had less to do 1t with, Then the training unit to which
I was attached wwitohed Irom whites to Negroes., On that day
it wae that I began to meet 1lliteraoy every day, in my
battalion office, on the arill field, in the pay line, in the
recreation hall, everywhere, Illiteraoy. What €84 1t meant
It meant lonely boys who ocould not write home nor read letters
painfully sorawled to them. it meant bewilderea boys, fresh
from'oropping, Boys who had never spent a night away from
home, trying to learn about the In{; from a big, thioh book
that had for them all the 1nt011i:1h111tr'nr the Greek
Anthology, There were boys who could not learn to tell time
the Navy way, There were boys who oould stare at a a watch

list for five minutes and couldn't then tell who went on duty
next, This was illiteracy in the Navy. You obuldn't piok




these boys out of a orowd, BSomehow, I thought there must
be some physiocal stigma, some dumb animal look that would
distinguish its wearer from the group. Sut the Navy uniform
the close oropped halr, the oleanliness in body and olothing
made them all look allke, even more so than they would have
in oivilian olothes, But even civvies go in one end of the
Receiving Line and come out the other, Those I ploked out
by their clothing as unable to read and write invariably
turned out to be quite literate, No, there 1s no physical
stigua, no sign to pin them down, unless it be a confused
lock, & heeltant approach, andembarrased silence whenevar

reading or wttting ocome up,

There was no way of helpint these boys in the regular
routine., The Havy linees up a full day for its trainees,
Men are needed for the Fleet as quickly as they can be trained
8o there is 1ittle waste motion,.Every minute of their day
is oramed full, But something had to be done, so we started
a school, Four Negro reoruits and a white officer put their
heads together to try to molve this one and the result was
a voulnteer class for boys who wanted 1t and needed it, which
met at night. Volunteer teachers, reoruits themsslves but
better educated, giving of their hard-earned free time, helped
them learn the fundamentals of peading, writing and arith-
metio. A staff of experienced ex-teachers produced the texts
and lesson plaha. Our one class of eighteen grew to two, four,

ten oclasses, iithln two months we hn&,ninntr olasses with an




enrollment of over 1, B00OO students. And the whole thing wae
voluntary, on the part of all concerned. Anybody who says n
Negroes and whites can't work side by side and make & go of

it 1s wrong, We did it every day., There was no time for race
prefudior ;wwe had-anjabiseing,

In thie achool for illiterates, mf own education began,
I learned what 1t meant to be unable to Blgn my name and in a
day or two to ralse my head and look any man in the eye when
I had learned, Every day I learned thie, from the lack of
trhumph on a black face vrlﬂ&gad in a wide, white grin, I
learned what brotherhood meant, whnt 1t was like to come in
aching from the drill field to & classroom where my shipmate
taught me the multiplication table, I legrned to have an almost
religious respect for a man who could read and pronounce
& four syllable word with ease and relleh, Through the eyes
and eare of teachers and student glike, I gained a new knowl=
edge of what it meant to be able to read and write, Thie was
a thrilling experience. Every moment wae exolting, for each
minute scme boy wa s dﬁinl what he could not do the day before,
Each day some new story of hardewon wchievement came to my

ears, 7This was progress,

And then I began to think, The more I thought, the
more I wondered, EHow can this be? This is Anerioa, today ,
How oan these people have been passed over by the achools of

their ocuntry? Iwirrbndj knows that education is $ér avery=
body, in Amerioa. Was that an empty generality? These people
didn't know anything about the world in which they lived, the




country from which they oame, the war they had to fight. How
eculd this happen? I asked questions, I read bocks, I wrote =
people, I listened, I watched. 510;13 the anawar formed 1t-
self cut of the experiences of thousands of Negroes passing

in and out of classes, out of the statute books and the tax-
records, out of the testbooks andi newspapers, out of letters
from mome and Red Cross reports on requeste for smergency
leaves. For these boys, the answer was, I thiught at first,
simple ani clear; SQou. Negroes eoncentrated in areas poor

;u recplirce, ﬁﬁn* in production, were at the end of the line
when sducatlon was passed arcund, But this was too simple

an answer, 7This was true, but only partly so, Ieolatiocn
oaused by distance from sohcol wae aleo a cause, Laock of
funds for any school, negro or white, was mnother cause,
Buspicion of "book-lernin® was still another cause. The

more I studied the more confused bscams the causes, Which
oame fj.:'l‘t\,_r illiteracy or race prejudice, 1lliteracy or

poor ecomomls conditions, illiferacy or geographical isclation?
Which came first, the hen or the egg?

Causes I could not pin down, Effeote I oould name; poor
health, disease, debt, inability to support self, superst=
itlon, intolerance, ignorance. Those who dould make head-
way in the world against these cbatacles and against the
tougheet of them all, segregation, had to be some people, And
they were., The natural man ie not always noble, in spite

of Rousseau, Not all illiterantes are noble, But some are




I can %tell of better than one th usand volunteer studenta
who ocame for two hard hours of study five nights a week,
with only four dropped for lack of intérclt. I can tell of
men who learned to read well en ugh tu mgke thelr tortuous

way through the Blue jacket's Manual unaided, This is

nobility because it is a burning, inarticulate desire to

lmprove oneself, %to gain the means to self-betterment and to

enhance eelf-security, %his ie the pover and driving foroce =i
of character, 7¥his ig the pioneer spirit in the realm of

learning, requiring no lees fortitude than 1s needed to carve

an empire out of a wildernesas,

What I am trying tc say ie, these people are good neople,
Amerioa ought not to let them waste mway among the disinherited
of this world. We Americans are the lesers if we do, In the
cold language of ecocnomioce, these peorle are potentially self-
luitlintn;;h They are mot born reliefers of shovel-=leanera,
They can go places and do things if we'll help them Bet started,
And they have a right to, Juet as any other America na have)
That 1s one of the Shings we are really fighting for.

In December last year I left the school, which in the
meantime had become a full-time duty, to organice a special
unit for white liilterate trainees, I did it with some
trepldation, I knew that anybody ocould educate such men as
these Negroes., All you had to do was put i1t within their reach
and they graibed it up. They wanted something they had never
had a chanoe to get and wanting won half the battle, But what
of the whites, would this be true of them? I was not sure, 5§fﬁﬁh
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I had read Tobaceco Road and God's Little Aore so I was well
Qualified to work with pocr whites (!) What Erskine Caldwell

had to say dwelt little on their intereet in education and

not a litiie on extra-curriculer matters, I was nerv.us about
this new work, toc say the least. But in the Favy you don't
stand on cone foot and then the .ther; you go do, I went,

I've been at 1t for many months now, working with whites
and I still hafe to rub my eyes, The faces I gpee sould be
black or white, but the characterkstics ¢f the men would not
change. More than sixteen thousand whites have passed through
this unit and the same §istinguishing chafacteristics appear
over and over agian, the same eagernees for education, the dame
ugly setigmas of poor ecomomioc status, imolgtion, prejudice and
ignorance, The same child-like, exuberant Joy when the first
letter is written, the firest division problem esolved, It is
like handlag a plane to a oarpenter who has been forced to
smooth wood with a dull axe or no blade at all, There 1is

the same enthusiam for a new Sool; "How I can get the Job dune®,

Between the Negro and white illiterates, as I have said,
there is little difference, You are impressed with the basio
decency of both, the native kesness of both, th; ingenuity
of both, These men have taken their limitations and made the
best of them, & would rakie the Negro slightly ahead of the
white, on the average, in @llucability, simply because the Negro
is more probably illiterate due to lack of oppoertunities for

learning than the white, The difference is so slight as %o
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elight as to worth barely the mention, Usually this 4diff-
erence i1s sompensated for by the broader experience of the
white,

The most important thing I have learned is not that
there are differences between the illiterate Negro and the
1lliterate white, The moat important thing Ishihat the
two are go much alike, %his means a lot, It seems that
we hurt fha whites by suffering this condition to continue
as muich as we know we have hurt the liegro, If i1lliteraoy
doesn't segregate as effectively as oolor, then I am blind,
It isolates a man, white or negro, from all that can make
him able to reach a better place in the sun, GColor is
no issue in the problem of 1lliteracy. Illiteracy is a
soclal disease with almoat as sericus consequences as the
malndies usually asecclated with that word, escolsl,
Illiterates oocme from big families and have big familles
themselves, The average white llliierate comes #rom a
family of seven children, Oan we blithely assume that he
is the black sheep? Was he tﬂg only failure in the famlly?
I think not, Illiteracy, therefore, csnnot be on the dame,

as far as numbers go,

It ie fler us who have gotten the breaks to try to get
them for those who need them, That is the eseence of
democracy, the orux of Chrietimnity., Admitting this, how
oan we forget these disinherited? I know Shat if we do

continue to ignore them, we shall lhave a country full
Of them in not so many years, We shall have as pliable




A minority group of dielllueioned people ag any demagogue
would love to get his hands on. It takes education ang
position to produce a emall family, It tekes 1lliteracy
and poverty to produce a big one, Filgure 1t out, We
must give these people the tools, and if we do, to quote
the remarks of a Frime Minieter about another struggle for
survival, they will finish the Job, Literacy is not an
end, but only the means to an end, Literacy is a weapon
needed by efery man to win the bettle of self-resyect,
Freedom from ignorance 18 Juat ae impprtant ag freedon
from fear, 3c g democratic nation, Upcn this freedom the

nation must depend for survival,

The 0ffice of Educetion says we have done a wonderful
Job, But have we finiehed 1t? Not as long ae there are
half a million fighting men who are rrivileged to give
their lives for a country that has not even given then
the basie education of an average child of ten, Not gas
long ae there are g million or more others who have never
known what at peams tp be able tp read the promnted page,
to have the type come to life with a vitsl message, Thig
18 the much-heralded century of the common man, Thig is
& War for the little reople of whom the educationally
underpriveleged are not a few, This 1s a war of ideae,
And so will the peace that follows be a peace of ldeas,
we hope, Here is one idea for that peace What of the

disinheritedy
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Mrs. Franklin D. Rocsavalt l'L FEB &4 1%
The #hite House
Weshington, D. C.

Dear MNra. Rooasvelt:

The agenda and time schedule for the Work-Conference on Educatinn
Programs for Veterans is Just out of the typewriter, end I am sending
you the first copy. The materlial will be in mimecgrephed form when
the conference opens.

You will note that the first hour is yiven over to registration and

that the conference itsell does not open until 10 o'clock. After Dr.
Tawson makes his preliminary atatement, you will be nresented by Dr.
falph Mehonald., I wes asked to present you to the conferemece, but

I thought it would be very nice for Dr. McBonald to have tids privi-
lags since he im & feirly recent moquisition to ocur staff. Needless
to say, he was very much pleased to have the opnortunity.

If you could stay through the conference until 11:45, T feel thet it
would be a good thing for you to hear the gix-minute pressntations hy
the chairmen of the six grmups.

I hope that thie slight chenpge in the tims schedule will not interfere
with amy plans that you have made. In Miss Thompson's latter of February
10 to me, sha sald that you could be here from 9:30 to 13145 B.m. ==

those being the hours I stated in my previous letter to you. The diffi-
culty of train travel and the fact that some of cur important participanta
wera coming in on the morning trains are responsible for the shift in time,
All of us here knew that svery delsgate to this conference would want to
be here when you spoke to us,

Faithfully yoursa,

A Bt

Cherl Orond Williams




AGENTA AND TIME SCHEDULE
WORE-CONFERENCE OW EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR VETERAND
With Special Reference to Non-Collegiate Education
Headquarters Building, National Education Asmocistion
1201 Sixteenth Strest, H. W.
Washington, D, C.
Fabruary 268, 27 and 28, 1945

MOFDAY, FEEATARTY 28

0400 to 10300 &, M. = Heglatration for Confersnce
Board Room, First Floor

10400 to 11146 A, M, = Opening Gensral Session
Howard A. Dawson, presiding
Opaning statement by the Chairman

Premsctation of Mre, Roossvelt
Dr. Ralph MeDonald, Co-chairman

Aiddress = Mrs. Elsanor Roosevelt

Statements by Amalysts —six minutes
wach

Group I = Prank D. Nortom
Group II = E. V. Hollis
Orouwp III = W, H, Fillabury
Oroup IV = J. L. B. Buck
Oroup ¥V = R. H. Eokelbarry
Oroup V1 = Leland Bradford

11445 to 1115 PN, Limoheon Recess
1115 to 6100 F. M. Oroup Gessilons
Oroup I = Trustes Room
Oroup II = Board of Directors Room (M. E.)
Group IIT = Seorstary's Offios
Group IV = Board of Directors Esom (N. W. )
Group ¥ = Fresident's Office
Oroup ¥I - Board of Directors Foom (South)
5400 to TiBO P. M. MMnner Escess

T80 to 10,00 PN, Oroup Sessions




TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27
9:30 %o 181304, N, - Group Sessions
R100 to 6100 P. M, - Group Sessions
7130 #0 10:00 P.M, - Optional period for
Group Seasions
FEDNLSDAY, TEBRUARY 28 -

9130 %0 12430 A.N. - Gensral Sessien, Reporis
from Groups

OGroup I - William @, Carr
Oroup II = L. 4, Wilson

Group III - Barry A, Jager
Group IV - Qarrell KX, Reed

2100 to 4100 P.M, - General Sessimm, Comelusion
ef Group Reports -

Group V - Earl M, Mosier
Group VI - Glemn Kendall

4100 %o 5100 P.M, = Astion Hessiom

LIST OF PROBLEMS AND GROUP OFFICERS:

Problem I - Educaticmal Rights and Benefits of Veteraas
Chairmen ~ William G. Oary
Ssoretary - Demsid DuShame
Analyst - Frank D, Norton

Freblem II - Educational Needs of Yeterana
mm = Ls As Wilson
Seeretary - Paul X, Elieker
ml’" - lr T- hlu.

Preblem 1II - Guidance Servises Desded by Veterams
Ohairman - Harry A, Jager
“'“-H - h. -lm m -
Analyst - W, H, Pillsbury |

Problem IV = Faoilities for Veterans' Edusation

Ohairmsn = Garrell R, Reed

Becretary - Raymond ¥, Oregory
lllll'l‘l’: 7+ Lo B, Buak




=
LIST OF PROBLEMS AND GROUP OFFICERS - Centimued -

Problem ¥ - Acoreditation of Edusation and Training lestituticms and
Faollities for Vetlsrans

Obajrman = Earl K. Hoslsr
Sesrstary - P, P. Btapay
Amalyss = H. H. Eckslbarry

Problam VI = Curriculum and Hathods of Instrustiom im the Offering of
Edusaticmal Opportumities for VYetarans

Chalrman = Ulenn Eemdall
Secretary = Mrs, Clars M, Beyer
Analyst - Laland Bradford




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES

1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, M, W, WASHINGTON 6. D. C.

February 23, 1945

R

Mrs, Franklin D. Roocsevelt
The White House
Washington, L. €,

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

The paragraph which I am quoting from a letter received this
morning from Dr. ¥aycie Southall, George Peabody College for
Teachers, 1s just cne from zmong a lerge number which have been
received since I sent the enclosed material, following your
press conference on January 22:

fife

"I have just received the meterisl which you as chairman

of the June White House Conference sent to all those
attending. Your committee hass rendered an excellent
service to women and you yourself have rendered unmeasured
service to your sex in the vision with which you planned

the conference and the courage with which you worked through
to such a sstisfactory completion of this ambitious under-
taking. I believe there will be some real effects in
making such organizetions #s AAUN recognize their responsibility
for civic leadership. I alreacdy see it in the national,
state, ard local branches of AAUT.M

Yours sincerely,

Aol o Wi

Cherl Ormord Williams




NATIONAL EDUCATIONM ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.. WASHINGTON 6. D. C.

February 23, 1945

Mrs. Franklir U, Roosevelt
The white House
Washington, D. C.

Tear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Lest night after I had gone to bed, I was called to the long
distance telephone to hear ahoit the wonderful meeting the women
had in Chicago yesterday. A1l through the dey, the June 14 White
House Conference wes mentioned as a grest milestone in the history
of women, and the delegates were enthusiastic over the appointment
of Deen Gildersleeve. The publicity was excellent, I was told,
and I am to have & copy for my record.

The 40 orgenizations associated in this enterprise will stay united
and the present officers will carry on until a yesr from now when
another set of officers will take over. It would appear that the
women in the Chicago area mean busineas.

I want you tc know 2lso that many, many women at the luncheon you
attended in Mew York spoke to me about the appointment of Dean
fildersleeve, slwsys with great apprecietion end approval. T
really think that results of our June conference are going to be
more concrete and encouraging than we had any reascn to hope.

1 am looking forward to seeing you Menday morning, &nd I shall
meat you st the door.

Cnrﬂilll;'f 'j"uu‘.rﬂ,

s Bl Ol

Charl Ormond Williams

nfe "




Jnnuary 22, 1945

EACL.GROUND AND FACIS ON KOSTEHR OF (UALIFIED wOlLEN

Wowen, in o conerote effort to hove ropresontition on_nll wor cnd post-vor
cormissions, this woek plceed in the hends of thoe Stuto Dopurtment = list of 200
womon qualified to servs on such commissions. This Hoster of Quclifiod Wwomon
wea ecrlior in the month presonted to tho Prosidont, who montionod its complotion
in his Jenuory 16 pross conforenca,

FProsontation in both coeos was mado by Miss Cherl Omeond willicms, Prost
Prosident cnd Diroctor of Ficld Sur?icﬁ of the Nitioncl Educction Associttion, who
cetod in her cupeeity ce cheimcn of tho Continuction Committuo of tho Junc 14
khito House Conferemec on "How women May Share in Post-her Foliey-Mcking,"

Inspirod by ilrs. Hoosovolt's atcéamunt thit "womon should serve on cll com-
rnissions that arc an outgrowth of this global war," 13 womcn, roproscntetives of
national organizations, met with her for lunchoon Mey 31, 1044, Thc outgrouth of
tliat moeting was tho Juno 14 confurenco culind by ropresontatives of four nationaol
women's organizations: Dr, Minnio L. Mnffutt; Prosident, National Fodoration of
Eusincss and Profossional Lomen's Clubs, Ine.; Dr. Kathryn McEslu, Gonoral Direector,

Anoricen Associution of University homen; ifrs. Lucy J. Dickinson, President, Genoral

Foderation of womon's Clubs; and Miss ﬁiiliuma, roprosonting the National Edueation

Association.

The 230 womcn at the Junc 14 conforonce voted unanimously for the appointmont
of a Continuation Committco, whoso mein duty vould bu to compile a Hoster of Quali-
fiad womon for prosentation to the President end the Stato Dupertnont, and accopted

& roster blank proposcd by Dr. MoHele, appointed on tho Continustion Committec

wuro: kiies uillisms, Chaiman; Dr. Maffett; Dr. Mclalo, Mrs, Dickinson; Mige




Elizabeth Christman, Executive Secretary, National Women's Trade Union Leesgue of
America; and Mrs, Charles W, Sewell, Administrative Director, The Assceiated Women
of fha Aamerican Farm Bureeau Federation, .

During the summer and early fall of 1944, membere of the June 14 conference,
and the organizations they representcd, submitted on questionnairo blaenks 730 nemoa
of ﬁrﬁminﬂnt womon, from wWhich the Continuation Committoo, with tho help of
cxperts, choao 260 namcs for the Rostor,

The 730 gquestionnaires are now in the hands of the National Restor of
Scicntific and Specialized Poraomnol of tho liar Manpowor Commission for inclusion
in the filc of that agcney if any namos on tho blanks mrc rcgistrable thers, lhen
the WMC work is finished, tho 730 gquostionnsircs will be doposited with the Steto
Dopartmont whore thoy, along with tho hostor of 260, will bo aveilable for furthor
study and uso, not only by the Stete Dopartment but by all mombora of tho Prosidont's
Cebinet and by tho haﬁdn of indopendont agoncios who sont officiel observers to the
Juno econforence,

Nemes of womon on the Roster, now arranged elphaboticelly, will bo rearranged
by the State Dopartmont according to ;}uldn of intorust, Spocializud qualificetions

of tho 260 womcn on tho Hostur covor the meny end veried phascvs of modorn lifa,

Administretion, businuss, cducaetion, unginecring, cconomics end govornment, home

economics, internationsl affairs, languages, writing, redio, public rclatioms, law, ‘

medical sciencos, ganﬁrnl scioncos, social welfaro ore emong the fiolds coverod, . ‘
In sdministretion, arc womon qualificd in tho divisions of porsonncl,

industriel, institutional, publie, wolfarc, scientifie, oducetionul, gonerul,

In education, qualifications arc in phesces of childhood oducation, gonaral

oducation, highor oducution, adult education, and in many subject-mottor divisions,




ST

In sciencc, appoar such catogories asg &viatiun, chemistry (ccllulose chemist,
toxtile chemist, spocialist in sugar, spocielist in rubber, specialist in synthotio
rubber), biochemistry, physies, biephysics, mathematics, motsollurgy, bottny, plont
pathology, rediclogy.

another outgrowth of the Juno 14 conferonco is the continucd holding of loeel,
stato, end rogional conferences oecking roprosontotion of womon on policy-mzking
bodies on thusnllavuln ag well os on nationcl end internetional levela, A meating
thet invoked much onthusinsm wus o confersencc on "How liomen Moy Shere in State
Goverrment," hold in the House of Representctives in Austin, Texzs, Soptembor 7,
1944, Impresscd by the success of that conference, the Committeo on Economic and
Logel Stotus of Women of tho dmoericsn Associction of University vomen issued &
momorandum urging AAUW stete choilmmon in other stutos to initiste "White lbuse®
conf'erences. In the foll, similar conferences wore held in Minnecpolis and St, Paul.

Two meotinga heve been held by the Altiuse Club of Chicego looking toword a
regioncl eonforence Februery 882 to includo the states of Illinois, wisconsin, and

Indiene, on tho subjoct of "homon's Share in Post-her Poliey Plenning." MNine stote

end netionsl groups were represonted ot tho second moeting on progroem plenning,




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
February 26, 1945.

HLEORANDUM FOR:
kigs Malvina Thompson.

To act on.

g

'\

F. D. K.




EDUCATION'S CHALLENGE

Maurice J. Thomais

Superintendent of Schools

Rochester, Minnasota




FREFACE

Educators and laymen increasingly are aware of the serious
inequalities existing among the educationsl systems of our forty-
eight states.

Luring the past two decades this problem hss been thoroughly
discussed and various proposals made. At the present time it is
being more widely and favorably discussed than ever before. It
is clear that only by naticnal action can inequalities of educa-
tional support be remedied. Many merbers of Congress and most
national leaders recognize the criticsl need. Business and pro-
fessional groups, labor, clubs, organizations and women's groups
are studying the issves involved.

Federal aid to education will socon be a reality. It is only
a question of time. When the issues are understood by the people,
speedy action by Congress will follow,

The material in this document will aid those wishing to pre-
sent the need of education to interested study groups. No attempt
has been made to zive all the srguments nor to brief all the fine
material available on this subject. The bibliography on this sub-
Jject is large and only the most pertinent have been listed.

The evidence points that increased assistence to public educa-
tion from the federal government is sound historically, essential
eccnomically, and long overdue educationally,

Maurice J. Thomas
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PRESITENTIAL

INDERSTANDIVNG OF EDVCATION'S ESSRNTIAL MATURE IN AMERICAN DEMOCRAGCY
Based on Presidential Messages and Action Hecommended
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Presidents Harrison, Tyler, Polk, Taylor, Fillmore, Pierce, bBuchanan,
Cleveland, Taft, and Wilson all neglected or did not deem
education important enough to mention in any of thelr state
papars.

Standard used, comparison of all presidents with George nshington as a
standard of 100.
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QUOTATIONS USED IN INTRODUCING S0ME OF THE CHAPTERS OF THE BOOK

WTHE QOO0 EDIUCATION OF YOUTH HAS BEEN ESTEEMED RY
WISE WER I¥ ALL ANES AS THE SUREST FOUNDATION OF THE
HAFPINESS BOTH OF PRIVATE FAWILIES AND OF COVMOMWFALTHS.! —-—

Banjamin Franklin.

"IN OUR COUNTRY, AND IN OUR TIMES, WO MAM IS
WORTHY THE HXNORFD NAME OF STATRSMAK, WHO IOES KOT
INCLUDE THE HIGHEST PRACTICABLE ETUCATION OF THE
PEJPLE IN ALL MIS FIAES OF ATVINISTRATION.™ ==

Herace Mann,

STHE WHOLE PEUPLE BT TAKE UPON THEMSELVES THE
EDUCATION OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE AND BXY WILLING TO HEAR

THE EXFENSE OF IT." == John Adama.

"WE BAVE FAITH IN ETUCATION AS THE FOUNDATION OF

DEMOCRATIC QOVERMMENT." — Franklin Delamo Roosevelt

WELUCATION IS OF SUCH IWPONTANCE THAT IT3 WEFLS

WUST BE MET EVEN IF THIS MEAMNS THE DEFFREING OF QIR PrELIC

ACTIVITIES OF LESS MOMENT." -- Wendell Willkls




EXTRACTS PROM "JDUCATION'S CHALLENOE"

Maruseript by Dr, Maurice J. Thomas, Superintardent of Schools,
Rochester, Minnesota.

Educators and laymen inoreasingly are aware of the serious inequali-
ties existing among the educsational systems of our forty-eight states.

During the past two decades this problem has been thoroughly dis-
cussed and various proposals made. At the present time it is Leing more
widely and favorably discussed than sver before., It is clear that only by
national action can inequalitiss of educational support be remedied. Mary
members of Congress and most maticnal lsaders recogrise the critical need.
~-Businsssand-molessionel -groups, labow, olubs, crgapisaticons apd women!s
PP B - itk o el B L rrretved |

It i»s only a question of time. When the issues are understood by the
people, speedy action by Congress will follow,

need of eduoation to interested study groups. No attempt has been made
to give all the arguments nor to lelef a1l the fine material available on

this lubigt: -The it iography on this subjeet is large and only the moat

Increased assistance to public edusation from the federal govermmesnt
is sound histarically, essential economically, and long overdus education-
‘11’;

The inequalities of educational services becoms pressingly apparent
during times of social and econcmic stress. During a war educationsl short-
comings are even more in evidence. Yhile the problems are clearly indicated
their solution during times of crisis are delayed Ly the paramount nature of
immediate needs. Education secures quick carrective action only if break-

downs are complste.

Hisalware dtffteoulh botivimic
times, but it is much more 4iffisult
under the stress of eompulsion and
fore, to undarstand
and

. and—oleerly; even4
to have elari

the inoconsistent thinking
that 19 in evidence on all sides relative to the

nature of educational growth and support during the past one bund-

The
red years departed from historical precedents and early educatiomal thinking,
It is not surprising, therefors, that our national leaders ars confused to-
day relative to the wlus of federal aid and the smount and typs of fiman-
eial suppert which should be ascorded to education, Local commnity com~
oepts have besn such, again based on the type of sducational support amd
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growth during the last ons bundred years, that natiomal leaders now fesl,
in opposing federal aid, they are supporting the “American Way", whem in
reality they are aceepting and supporting departures from our sarly con-
cepta and repudiating the educational philosophy of those who founded our
repablie,

In examining this present day issue of federal support for educationm,
attention must be directed to an amlysis of historical precedents, our
present critical peed and the basie principles which eould be served by
patioml interest and fimancial support of our publio schools. In what
other area of govermmental activity could the benefits of inoresased firan-
eial support be more effective in strengtheming our economis, cultural,
scoial and democratic institutiona?

Any program t0 improve the status and understanding of the American
people will fortify and give meaning to our demococratic structure of gov-
eromant,

Magsan W, Sendor says: "No country is so poor as to be unable to
bear the expsnse of good schools. Strictly speaking, it is not an expense.
The msoney so smployed is much more than repaid Ly the supericrity and dili-
gonce, in skill, in economy, in health——in short in all the qualities which
fit men to produce and preserve wealth, of an educated over an uneducated
commund iy . "

The-Bdusaiionsl Reliciss Commisslen-states thats— “Effieient universal

_aducation is the mothes-of satiensl-presperidy,”

e

"~ Many peopls, when first confronted with the ides of federal aid to 1
education, feel that it is a new proposal, and cns that is entirely foreign
to our consept of present day educational organisation. MNotbing could be |
farther from the truth. Our sarly American statesmen were conscious of |
the rols of education in sceiety. The sarly presidents, beginming with |
Osorge Washington, were positive in their suppert of free public edusation. |
Washington, in his first message to Congress, stated the following:

‘"Nor am T less persuaded that you will agree with me in opin-
dion that there is nothing which can better deserve your patromage
than the promotion of socience and literature.

the community as in curs it is pro-
the

vl

confidence of the people,
and by tesching the peopls themselwes to kmow and to walus their
own rights; to discern and provide against invasions of thea; te
distinguish betwesn oppression and the necessary exerolse of law=

ful sutherity; between burthens procesding from s disrs to
their convweniences and those resulting from the inevita exigen—
cles of soclety; to discriminate the spirit of liberty from that
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of Hcenticusness—cherishing the first, aveldin, the last—and
urdting 4 apeedy but temporsute vigilence against cacroachrants,
with an inviolable respect to the laws,"

In his last address to Corgress in 1786, “ashington aga'n prossntad
tha nead of federal support of educetlon when he proposed to Congress that
it estailish natfonal educational institutiors,

"The assexktly to which I address mysel! is too anlighntaned
not to pe fully sensiltle how mueh a fMlourishing state of the arts
and sciences contrilutes to cational prosperity 4and repotation.

"Trus it is thet our ecountry, much te its honor, cortalns
mary serdnaries of learning highly respectable and useful) but the
fands upor which they rest are too narrow to comwand tha ablest
professars in the dilferent departaents of literal knowledge for
the institutions contemplated, though they would Le sxcellent
suxiliaries.

"Among st the motives to such an irstitutlen, tie assizmilation
of the prineiples, opdnlons, and oanners of our countrymen oy tha
coumon education of a pertion of our youth from evary guarter wall
deserves atterntion. 7The more homogernsous our citigens canl be mnade
in these particulars the graater will Le cur prospect of & permanent
urden; and a primary object of such a ratioral institutlion should
be the education of wr :'mth in the sclence of government. Jn a

1l rhat Bpad knowledge oan be squal mportant ard
Niis 1 G G iy = il N IERLETE - L0 PR T OTLLE S
g L1] (UL LR 1 ‘i Do mho &rse L i B t- LI"Cl LT

9 b les of puntry i* =

¥hile this proposal ky “ashington to estallish a national undversity
was not accepted Ly Congress, it indicated Llez farward thinking and states-
manlike gqualities of cur first jresident.

Cne of the mcat familiar quotaticns, to—sdusibersy—at—leasty; 1s found
in Washington's Ferewell Address:
]

"It 18 substantially trus that virtue or morality is & neces-
sary spring of popular govermment., The rule indesd axtends -1th
more or less force to lnr:.r spacies of free ;,u‘urmunt.

Prunt- thln, as an nbju\

s institutions for the gerneral diffusion of
kmhtp In proportion as the structore of a governmant glves
foras to publie opinion, it is essertial that puclic opinion should °
bo enlightlered."

+ In an mddress given just prior to Lis assuopticn of the duties of presi-

dent of the Drdted States, delivered Felrusry 22, 1765 on the encouragesent -
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of higher education, he demcnstrates his undarltnw:lin,; the appreciation of
the problem of educating the youth, and it was the & public presenta-
tion of the necessity of universal education Irom the lyead standpoint as
a function of the natlonal government.

bbb blos. Lol owi g apds i m Vel ppbonle—wi il s

- A Pew bhewe resscns it has besn wy ardent wish Lo see & plan -
devised on & liberal scale which would have & tandemey to spread
systematic ideas to all parts of this wising empire, thereby to
do away locel attachpecte-and state prejudices as far as the nature
of things wewdd, or indeed ocught to admit from our national coun-

' Washington apoke poaitively in suppert of public esducation. He under-
stood the necessity, he realized the importance and he apprecisted the wal-
us of education and had the desire to commit the federal govermment to the
suppert of educational institutdions in the Undted States. He repesatedly
recormended to Congress proposals which would have tuilt a sound and firm
®ducational ptructure on a mcalg. Washington, 1ike his immediate
dufcesscr, gave more than lip se @ to sducation, QOovernment "y the
people" was real to him, He had given his best te his country, ss military
leadar, president of tha Corstitutional Convention, and Prasident. As the
wealthiest man of his time he subordinated his every personal interest to
the nseds of the new nation. In educational understanding, as in other /
arsas, he has given us an sxample of trus greatness, unselflish sarvies,
clarity of thinking, and farsighted vision,

On March 4, 1797, Johp Adams, on assuming the presidency of the United
States in hias first inaugural address paid tribute to the force of educa-
tion. He wishad to strengthan and axpand public and private sducation.

*a love of sclence and lettera and a wish to patronise every
rational effort to encourage schools, colleges, universities,
agsademies, and every institution for propagating lmowledge, wirtue,
and religion among all classes of the people, not only for their
benign influence on the happiness of life in all its stages and
classes, and of society in all 1tn formg -
our the spirit
of sophistry, the spirit of plrt.r_. the spirit of intrigue, the
profligacy of corrupticn, and the pestilence of foreign influence,
which is the angel of destruction to elective governments.®

Thomas Jeffergon wrote to Madison from Paris in 1768, stating:

"Above all things, I hope the education of the common
people will be attended toj convinced that on this good sense
we may rely with most security for the pressrvation of a due
sense of liberty."

After serving as president he returned to Virginia. He became more and
more interested in education. Writing in 1816 he stated;
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"If & oation expects to be ignarant and fres in a stats of
; odvilisation it expects what never was and never will be. There
is no safe deposit (for the functions of govermment) but with
the people themselves; nor can they be safe with them without
inforsation,”

Jefferson in many addresses, messages and letters constantly spoke for
sducation supported by the federal government, amd the following two queota-
tiona are typloal:

| “Enlightan the peopls gemerally and tyranry and oppressions
l of both mind and body will vamish like avil spirits at the dawn

of day."

hzh_l_-_:_{o“j‘p in his First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1808, briefly
stated, favor in like manner the adwancement of science and the

diffusion of information as the best aliment to trus liberty." -

In his Becond Anrmal Message to Congress, December 5, 1810, he brings
to the attention of Congress, ¥ashington's proposal for the establishmant
of a Mational Univergity, and gave strong arguments for its establishmert,

"Mhdlst 1t 4s universally admitted that a well-instructed
pecpls alons oan be permanently a free peopls, and whilst it
is evident that the means of diffusing and improving useful
imowledge form
W I cannot presuse it to be unseasonable to

ts your attention to the advantages of superadding to the
msans of sducation provided by the several states a seminary
of lsarming instituted by the Mational Legislaturs within the
limits of their exclusive jurisdiction, the expense of whish

might be defrayed or reimbureed out of the vacant grounds which |
bave accrued to the ration within those limits, 4

would be undwersal in its bereficial effects, By enmli
exparcding the patriotism, and by ting
the principles, the sentiments, and the manners e who
buted in
s Nources of jeal-
y the features of nation—
» and greatar extant given to
s & wall-oonstituted
recomsendsd by the consideration
instruction embnating from 1t weuld contri-
trengthen the foundations than to adorn the
and happy systea of government.®
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“The present is & favorable season also for bringingagain -~
into view the establishment of a national semi r for learmdog
within the Metrict of Columbtda, and with meaps- from the
proparty therein, subjeot to the authoriiy of the Gareral Govern-
menit, Such an institutiom claims tronage of Congress as a
porumert of their solicitude f e advance of knowledge, with-
out whish the blessings of can not be fully enjoyed or
instructive in the formation of other
of enlightened preceptors, and as a csn-
th and genius from every part of their country,
their return examples of those naticmal feelings,
baral sentiments, und those congenial manpers which con—
bute smment to cur Union and strength to the great political

Finally in his last message tq Congress, December B, 1816, he briefly
generalised his faith in education smd-seked-Congress:

P,..and encoursges in every authorised mods that general diffus-
ion of knowladge which guarantees to public liberty ita

and to those who possess the bLlessing the trus enjoyment of 1t;"
mm in his First Inaugural Address, April 15, 1819, twice re-
1 catiom "enlightermert" and "intelligence" of thas peopla,

"The Govermment has bsen in the hands of the peopls. To the
people, therefore, and to the faithful and able depositaries of
their trust 1s the oredit dus. Had the peopls of the United States
baen educated in different principles, had they been less intel-
ligent, lass independent, or less virtuous, can it be Laliaved
that we should have maintained the sume steady and consistent
career or been blesssd with the sams success? Thile, then, the
constd tuent body retains its presant sound and healthful state
everything will be safe. They will chooes compstent and faithful

tives for every department. It is only when the peepls
beoome ignorant and corrupt, whan thay degenaratc 'nto a pepulace,
that they are incapabls of emroising the soversignty. Usurpatien
is then an easy attaimment, and an usurper scon found. Tha paople
thanselves become the willing instruments of thelir own delassment
and ruln. Iat us, then, look to the great cause, an! emleaver to
it in full force., Lot us by all wise and constitutional
ermimnipmnm‘th- pecples &8 tha best means
of pressrving cur liberties.”

In his fourth message Monros stated: "A free, virtuous, and @
people know well the great prinoiples and causes on which their
happinsss deperds.”

When John Quinay Adass became president we find in his first anmal

—— R
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message to Congress, Deosnmber 8, 1625, these strong words

“The great object of ths institution of civil government is
the improvement of the condition of those who ars parties to the
soacial company, and no govermeent, in whatever form constd tuted,
oan aco sh the lawful ends of its institution tut in propor—
tion as it improves the condition of those over whom it is estab-
lished. Hoads and canals, by multiplying and facilitating the
comsunications and intarcourse between distant regions and multd-
tudes of men, are among the most important means of improvement,
But moral, political, intellectual improvemsnt are dutlos assigned
by the Author of Cur Bxistense to social no less than to indlvidu-
2l man. For the fulfilloent of those duties governments ars in-
veated with power, and to the attairment of tha end-—the progres-
sive improvement of the condition of the governad—the exerciase
of delsgated powers is a duty as sacred and indiapensable as the
mlrplt.luu nt punr- not granted is ur!.n:l.n-l u& Mim. Among

g I L] 11 AT L i)eime

nr.h of the know nmpt.ld to th- wants, the cu-:rr.rt,-, and eo—

7
Joyments of human 1ife Wﬂﬂﬂn— i
Ang sre espentisl. 5o convineed of thla was the of my prede-

osssors in this offioe, now first in the memory, as, living, he

was first in the hearts, of our countrymen, that cnce ard again

in his addresses to the Congresses with whom he cooperated in the
sarvioe he sarmestly recoomanded the sstabclishment of sem-

public

inaries of learnirng, an.m_dl.m_m:&nu_g{_m
!-!LI.!?—‘ rational umverpity and a wilitary ac th re-
a

Fiad he lived to the present dljr, in turrdng
hh ayes to the 1nﬂ1ht-:|.m at West Point he would have enjoyed
the gratification of hias most sarnest wishes; tut in surveying
the city which has been honored »ith his rame he would have sean
the spot of sarth which he had destined and bagueathed to the
use and benefit of his country as the site for an university
ptill bare and barren.”

f
Thul wa see that cur first presidents, Washington, Adams, Jef on,
Morros, second Adams, all supported publie -d::ut!m. 'E
pulﬂ‘t;'rmrnghn w§¥ constantly secended Ly those who followsd

i M-{h
Ml-n.l the last of our presidents who could te called telonging %o |
barede era”, These men wers founders and formulators of policy. Thess
ﬂl presidents were products of revolution. Their goncepts were virile and

challenging. They wers proponents of change and willingly sacrificed coem—
fort ard risked their fortures and lives to an ideal,

It was to be expected that thay would be willing to proposs measures
which would affectively stre n that which they helped create.
that the type of government weres establishing was depandent for its
zpﬁuﬂ.m upon an informed eitizenry thay realised that it was essential
edusation be lﬂ.'-rul

e
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With the exveption of Washington they were all excellently sducatsd
and all were active in affairs of government. Being men of means as well
as culture, their leadersbip wae all the more effective. Thair balief in
the power of education was based upon their own experiences. They did meot
wish to trust & popular govermment to the uneducated, nor did they wish to
dery them the right to govern. Therefore, education was the instrument se-
lected for making effective this new experiment in governeent.

Andres Jlgy_qp referred to sducation in his first iraugural address;

"Ioternal improvement and the diffumion of knowledge, se
far as thay can be promoted by the constitutioral acts of the
Federal Covermment, are of high importance."

Martin Van Buren, in kis second annual message, made this comment in
referancé to edutation: "In no oountry has education Leen so widely
di ffusad, "

In 1M1llard '{llmore's Third Annual Vessage to Congress he stated

"The whole country is full of enterprise. Our common sehools
are diffusing intelligense amwong the people end our industry is
fast accumulating the comforts and luxuries of 1life. Shis-de—dn——. -
part owing to cur peculiar position, to our fertile aocil and
paratively sparse population; but much of 1t is also owi
popular institutions under which we live, to the
evary man feels to engage in any useful pursuit
taste or inolimation, and te the entire con
and property will Le protected bty the las
the cause of this unparalleled popilation, intelldgence,

the Oovermment must keep

and wealth, one thing 1o claar
pase with the progress of people. It must participats in
their apirit of e s 8nd while 1t exacts obedience to the
laws and restrai urauthorised invasiona of the rights of

» 1t should foster and protect homs industry
powerful strength to the ioprovement of such means
comunication as are necessary to promotes our internal
and strengthen the ties which tind us together as a
il e . >

The abolition of slavery created mary new ani complex problems, It
was imnediately apparent that total freedom for the slaves, coupled with
responsilility, eould net be achieved merely through legislation. The
people of the south quickly sensed that the negroes would have to be pre—
mfw citisenship, and that such prepuration was a long process,

# of the north and south agreed that 1t would be _through adp-
oation that the negre oould be prepared for mmsz& thro

[ The exoesses of rescnstruction made 1t incressingly difficult for ,
II south 4o set up adequate machinery to train the negro in sccial o=/ /

“llld‘rlliﬂﬂl n.rﬂllﬂr. To understand rightly the » s /j'
’mmn tude toward hmhln.mmtﬂuﬂrhmun;,
L]
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(Extracts from "Edusation's Challenge*) ]

The post Civil War presidents gertalinly could not e 85 themselves
as wall as our early presidents, Thelr language was nﬂh“pﬂlilt“d. Thay
were also not as philescphical im their approach, Cne t kesp in mind,
however, that our first six presidents wers atteapting to convinee the
Américan people of their time as to the essentisl nature of sducation in
a democracy, The presidents during the post Civil ®ar era did not have to
present the need for education to the Auerican peopls as an sessentisl in-
strucent for democracy, Betwsen the years of 1825 and 1880 the battle for

» 8ducation had been won, The principle had been completely es-
tablishaed. elszsntary schools mgre ;?ihhh to practically
every Loy urHﬂ*l n urban America, ard to meet ¥n rural Azerica. The
problem facing national leadership in the post Civil %ar years dealt with
specific problems relatirg to education and the need for financial assist-
ange, The chief problem confronting the Azerican people after the clowe
of the Civil War was the education of the nsgro. Closely sasoolated with
this, tut not so pressing, was the elimination of illiteracy.

An examination of Frasident Orant's messages, particularly his sevemth
sonual message, indicates that he had the seaw high purpose in advocating
the extension of knowledge as did our early presidents., As education was
extended 2nd became available to mores ard more people, inequalities and
specific proLlems emerged, and those received the attention of the presi-
dents. This was not only true in the realm of sducation, but was equally
trus of all aspecta of gowerrmant. Qur early presidents dealt more with
the intangitles of goverrment and less with the specifics, Cur later pres-
idents have dealt more with the tangible and specific problems becausse
there have Leen so many more of them, It would, therefors, seem to be un-
fair to say that becauss a president fallad to philosophise about eduesatien
that he did not upderstand its sssentisl nature, particularly whan ha takes
for granted the inpertance of sducation and recommends specific action in
order that educational institutions way Le strengthsned or inequalities
eliminatasd,

Early in Fresident Orant's first term inp a special mapsage Lo Congress
hn“m ' » stated;

"Institutions like ocurs, in which all powsr is derived di-
reatly froz the people, must depend mainly upon their intelli-
gence, patriotism, ard industry. T call tke attention, there-
fors, of the newly enfranchised race to the importance of thair
striving in every honorabls wanner to make themselves warthy of
their new privilege. To the race mors favored karetafore Ly our
laws I would say, withheld no legal privilege of advancement to
the new citizen. The framers of cur Constitution firaly believed
that & republican government oould rot endurs without intelli-

genoe and education generally diffused smong the people.”

President Orant in his second annual message to Congress discussed the
impartance of contiruing land grants to states and to recognising as valid

'ﬂ-dmmmnin-utonnhudmthm
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grants. The time-honored and Lansficent poliey of setting
certain SUELIGHN of public lani for sducatforal purposes in the
new Statea should be contimued.”

Algo in this same message, Fresident (rant reported to Congress conserning
the gstablialment of the Burean of Tducation:
i
AThe subjeots of education and agriculture are of great in-
i terest to the sucoess of our reputlican institutions, happiness
"and grandeur as & nation, Ip the interest of one & ureau has
been estallishad in the Interior Departmept--the Bureau of Edu-
cation; ard in the interest of the other, a separate lepartment,
that of Agriculture. I belleve great pgeneral good is to low
| 1l“l-r.'.\- the operations of Loth these Bureaus i1f properly fostarasd,
; : I can not commend to your careful considerstion tooc highly the
' | reports of the Commissioners of Educatien and of Agriculturs,
i | nor urge too strongly such liberal leglslation as to sacure their
' efficiency."
Comtimuing in his third anmual mossage, & discussion of publie hn::id/
& new suggestion that the prooeeds from the sale of such pubtlie land sh
be utilized for the purpose of extending education:

T rencw my recommendation that the public lands be regarded
B3 a haritage to ocur children, to be disposed of only as required
for occupation and to sotual ssttlers. Those alrsady grantad
have been in great part diasposed of in such a way as to secure
access to the telance by the hardy settlar who may wish to avail
hizself of them, but caution should te exercised even in attaining
so desirable an object.

"pducational interest may well be ssrved Ly the grant of
the procesds of the sale of public lands tg the sattlers. I do
not wish to bte understood as rec least degree a
curtailment of what 1s being done by the Usnaral Oovernment far
the encouragement of education.”

Tn has fourth anmal message he paid tribute to education, and par-
ticularly to the Bureau of Bduecation, and again celled tho attention of
Congress to the possitdlity of appropriating the net proceeds of the sals
eof publie lards for educational purposss:

"The rapldly increasing interest in education is a most
encouraging featurs in the ourrent history of the country, ard
it i3 no doubt trus that this 4s due in a great measure to the
efforts of the Purean of Education, That office is contimmally
receiving evidences, which atundantly prove its efficiemsy, from
the wvarious institutions of learning and educators of all kinds
throoghout the ocountry.

"The report of the Commissioner contains a vast amcunt of
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educational details of great interest. Tha bill now pending be-

fore Congress, providing for the appropriation of the net proceeds -
of the aales of poblie lands for educational purposes, to aild thei ™
States in the peneral education of their rising generation, 1s a
measura of such great importance to our real progreas and is me
unanimously approved by the leading friends of education that I

commerd it to the favorable attention of Congress.”

" In President Orant's fifth annual message to Congreass he paid high
trituts Lo the power of education, He recognized, as have most enlightened
national leaders, that education has done more than any other agency to

‘(/.Iul!}r the American people, reconcile conflicting points of view, minimise
state jealousies, set goals for the people, and prepare leaders for service
in all sections of the ratdion.

"The evidently increasing interesst in the cause of educa-
tion 418 a most encouraging feature in the genaral progress and
prosperity of the country, and the Bureau of Education is earneat
in ita efforts to give proper dirsctlon to the new appliances and
inoreased facilities which are belng offered to ald tha educatora
of tte country in their great work.,"

In his fifth anmual message Crant alsc called attecntion of Congress
again to the desirabdlity of natauiuhing a undversity in the District of
Columida. Fe stated as follows:

*I would sugpest to Congress the propriety of promoting the
establishment in this Ddstrict of an institution of learning, or
university of the highest claes, by the donation of lands. Thare
i1s no place batter suited for such an institution than the mﬁnn-
al capdtal., Thare is no other place in which every citizen is se
directly interssted.”

President Orant, in his seventh annual message, recogmised the dangers
threatening Umited States, Speaking approximately twelwe years after the
glose of the Civil ¥ar in a specific message to Congress, he discussed the
role arnd power of education in remedying dangers threatening the pecple of
the United States. This seventh anmal message was Crant's most puuh-“.-
ing eomentary on education. e

"¥a should look to the dangers threatening us, and remedy

them a0 far as 1i6s in our power, We are a republic whereof

ons man is as good as another before tho law, Under guch & form

of governmant it is of the greatest importance that all should

L—tm possassed of education and intelligence snough to cast a vota

with a right understanding of its meaning. A large association

of ignorant men can not for any considerable pariod ocppose a

suncansful resistanos to tyranny and oppression from the educated

few, tut will inevitably sink into acquiescence to the will of
intelligencs, whether directed by the demagogus or by priestoraft,

g T —— — 2 L E—— R—
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~Bence the education of the masses beccmes of the first necessity
for the preservation of our inatitutions., They are worth preserv-
ing, becauss they have secured the greatest good to the greatest
propartion of the population of any form of govermment yet de-
vised, All other ferms of govermment approach it just in propor-
tion to the general diffusion of sducation and irdapendence of
thought and action. As the primary step, therefore, to our ad-
vancement in all that has marked our progress in the past century,
I suggest for your sarnest gonsideration, and most sarnestly rec-
cmmand it, that a constitutional amendment be submitted to the
lagislatures of the several States to eatablish and forever main-
tain fres 8o adequste to the sducation of all the
ahildren In tranches within their respective lim- L

its, irrespestive of sex, ¢ bwthalace, or ; for- /
Uidding The TeasBing 1y baiy s urm.%ﬁu“u%. ar

pagan tamets) and prohibiting the granting of any schoel funds
or school tames, or ary part thereof, sither by leginlative,
municipal, or other autherity, for the benefit or in aid,

or indirectly, of any religicus seot or denomination, or in aid
or for the benefit of any other objsot of any nature or kind
whatever,”

At the close of this seventh masssge, President Grant recapd tulated
certain recommerdations which had been made to Congress during his admipi-
stration. He had twe specific recosmendations to malon y

"As this will be the last annual mossage which I shall have
the hemor of transmitting te Congress befors my succsssor is
chosan, I will repeat or recapitulate the quastions which I desm
of vital importance which may be legislated upon ani settled at
this sessien;

i "First, That the Statas shall be required to afford the
wun-mmmmmum ohdld
/' within their limits,

JJeomd, WNo sectarian tenets shall ever be taught in ary |/
::ullﬂ-:dh:::];w':nnnwthhh,uﬂm, fi
ovi ASY commuzity. Wake —/8
E%r#ﬂ'ﬁ“h r ‘!I,.El mmkrhamm
mm-ihmmnummmmlm,ﬂ.— !

franchising none, » on grounds of illiteracy who may be
ntm“mtmmu-.mhhumm.-

. ifie federal
R iy T R T 105, eglanT anded, BPVS Insugural
mmmummnnﬁ:;".w-ﬁ'um
urged Congress to specific action, Mm;mrrnmuum-m

ﬁ-ﬂ-m:—rnmuuumm ut he of all eidenty
moat um-uiqnm-niﬂl:“m' ' -t
R T —

] [P ——
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"But at the Lasis of all prosperity, for that as well as
for every other part of the country, lies the improvement of
tha intellectual and meral condition of the peopls. Universal
!r ASuffrage should rest upon universal sducation. To this end, 1ib-
~ oral and permansnt provision should be made for the support of
fres schools by the Stats goverrments, and, if need be, supple-
mented by legitimats aid from national sutherity,*

In urging state goverrments to make mmple provisions for the support
ef education, he recogriszed that there may be need for supplemsntary aid
from the natioral government. President Hayes in his first anmal message
to Congress indicated educational statessanship of the highest salibre when
bs urged;

"The wisdem of legislation upon the part of Congress, in
aid of the States, for the education of the whole people inm
thoas tranches of study which are taught in the common sohools
of the country is no longer a question, The intelligent judg-
ment of the couMtYy goss still further, regarding it as alse
both constitutional and expedient for the General Govermmant
to extend to technical and higher sducation such aid as is deemad
sasential to the gemeral welfars and to our dus prominence ameng
the snlightsned and cultured nations of the world, The ultimate
ssttlement of all questions of the future, whether of admimistra-
tion or finance or of true natiomality of sentiment, depends upom
the virtus and intelligence of the people. It is wain to hope feor
the suscess of a free govermment without the weans of insuring the
intelligance of those who are the souroe of power, No less than
ena—seventh ef the emtire voting population of our country are yst
umbls to read and writs.

“It i» enoouraging to cbsarve, in connection with the growth
of fraternal feeling in those States in which slavery formerly
existed, evidences of inorsasing interest in unmiversal edusation,
and T shall be glad to give my approwal to any appropriate meas-
m-hloh-rh-—:ﬁhdhﬂmpln mwlmﬂm
.

ing with aid local systems of education in
Vo _ﬂ%ﬂ. having alrsady invited your attentien
of the District of Columbia with respsct to its
public-school system, I hers add that I telieve 1t desirable, net

80 muoh with refersnce to the local wants of the District, but to
the great and lasting bemefit of the entire country, that this L
system should be erowned with & urdversity in all respects in

keeping with the TATITAI SapilaY, anrd ty realise the cher-

ished hepes of Washington on this subject,."

anmal -uuf:‘::.nnﬁ attention of Congress to tha
of Education's report, He tad a and appreciation of the

Buresu

extension of common school privileges to sect of the country needing it
his former reccmmendation that Congress supple

th mational sid assistance to edveation in the several states.

b 5. e S 0 B g WA -
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*The report of the Commissioner of the Bureau of Education
shows very gratifying progress throughout the eountry in all the
interests committed to the cars of this important office. The
report is especially emcouraging with respect to the extension
of the advantages of the cosmon-school system in sections of the
country where the general snjoyment of the privilege of free
schools 1s pot yet attalined,

"To education more than to any othsr agenay we are to look
as the resourca for the advarcsment of the people in the requisite

knowladge and a ation of thelir rights and responsibilities
as oltisens, and [T desire to repsat the suggestion contained in my
former message f of the emmotment of appropriate measurss

by Congresa for the purposs of supplementing with national aid the ”
looal systems of sduesation in the several muﬂ

Again in his third anmal message he repsated his previous recommends—

"It ie gratifying to learn from the Bureau of Bducatlon the
extent to whieh sducatiooal privileges throughout the United States
have bsen advanced during the year. }No more fundamental responsi-
blity rests upon Congress than that of devising appropriate mesas-
ures of finapeial aid to education, supplesental to local action / [
in the and Terr{tor{es and in the District of Columida,

The wise forethought of the founders of our govermment has not only
furrished the basis for the support of the common-school systems

of the newer States, btut laid the foundations for the maintenance
of their unlversities and colleges of agriculture and the mechanic
arts. Measures in acoordance with this traditional policy, for the
further benefit of all these interests and the extension of the
same advantages to every portion of the country, it is hoped will
receive your favoratle considsration,”

Too marny of our eitisens today feel that the proposal of federal aid to

»~ oducition has come in recant years, Thers are soms who feel that fedsral
ald to education i» an entirely pew concept and an out of the 1850 de-
pression years. Tha rec of course, clearly indicates that federal aid
has besn recomsendsd ty most of our pregidants. Certainly the charge that

it is the specific poli tical party is wholely unfounded,
President Rutherferd B, Hayes was & president and in his fourth
ard anmal message he used arguments are familiar today, The follew-

ing statamant is one of the best summaries of the need of federal aid and
the specifie mction which Congress should take in arder to provide adequats
education to all of the paople's children in the utlm.j

"It is not, howaver, to be forgotten that the best and surest
m-rmmwumm;unh:mu

on ch can belong only te a peopls

whose milu ty universal sduca- '

wion. Ilﬂlithi_ﬂ of the local and State authorities

—
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are in many cases wholly imadequate to furnish free instrustion
to all who need it, This is especially true where before smansi-
pation the on of the pecple was neglected or prevented, in

, the intorest of slavery. Firmly convinced that the subject of

i popular sducation dessrves the sarnsst attention of the peopls of
the whole country, with a view tc wise and comprehensive action
by the Goverrment of the United States, I respsctfully recommend
that Congress, Ly suitable legislation and with proper safeguards,
1 ant the local educational Ain tha sewaral Statas where

AN 1eNpondTbilities of citizenship have been de-

rﬂtdmumﬂnuhdmphwhvﬂiuhuuwmmnh#
the publie lands and, 1f neces s by appropriations from the
Treasury of the United Stataes, taver Uovermment can fairly de
to promote free popular mcﬂﬁh ought to be done. Wherever gen—
eral education is found, peace, virtue, social order pevail
and elvil and religions libterty are nﬂ::'-:j

%n his first message to Congress, presented power-
ful argume or aid to education,

"But the danger which srises from ignorance in the voter
ean not be denied, It covers a fleld far wider than that of
nagro suffrage and the pressnt condition of the race, It is
a danger that lurks and hidas in the sources and fountains of
power in every stats. We have no standard by which to measure
the disaster that may be Lrought upon us by ignorance and vice
in the citisens when jolned to corruption and fravd in the suf-
frage,

{ "The voters of the Undon, who make and ummake constitutions,

| and upon whose will hang the destinies of our governments, can

[ transmit their supreme authority to no successers save the coming

| generation of voters, who are the sole heirs of soverelgn powsr.

i Tf that generatiosn comes to 1ts inheritance blinded by ignorance
and corrupted by viece, ths fall of the Republic will be certain
and remediless.

"Tha census has alrsady scunded the alarm in the appalling
figure: which mark how dangerously high the tide of illiteraay
has risen among our voters and their echildren,

"Te the Jouth this question is of suprems importance. But |
the responsibtdlity for the existence of slavery did nmot rest |
., wpem the South alorme. The nation itself is resporsible for the
| extension of the y &nd is under special obligations te
{;lﬂl:r-ningthii teracy which it has added to the voting |
tion., For the North and South alike thers is tut one !i
remedy. A1l the constitutional nrmuuumu the
mn--dmmmr-ﬁrnm 1le sheuld be
surrendered to meet this danger Ly the savery influsnce of uni-
" versal edusqtien. ;
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"It is the high privilege and sacred duty of thoss now
living to educats their successars and fit them, by intelli-
gence and virtus, for the inheritance which awaits them.®

%n.:u_m, in every message to Congress, urged general aid to
sducation,

"Although our system of govermment dees not contemplate
that the nation should provide or suppert a system for the edu-
cation of our people, no measures calculated to promote that
goneral intelligence and virtus upon which the perpatuity of
our institutions so greatly deperds have sver been regarded
with indifference by Congress or the Exscutive.

"A large portion of the public domain has been from th-f
to time deveted to the promotion of education,

“There is now a special reason why, by setting apart the
proceeds of its sales of public lands or by some other course,

t _sheuld aid the work of education. Mary who now
exarcise the ;ﬁﬁiﬁﬂr'ﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂ ars unable £o read the ballot
which they cast. Upon many who had just emerged from a condi-
tion of slavary were suddenly devolved the responsibilities of
citisenship in that portion of the country most impoverished
by war, I have bsen pleased to learn from the report of the
Comnissioner of Education that there has lately bsen a ocsmand-
able increase of interest and effo-t for their instruction; but
all that can be done Ly local leginlation and private gearosity
should be supplemented by such aid as can be constitutionally
afforded by the Mational Govermment.

*I would suggest that if any fund be dedicated to this
purpose it may be wisely distrituted in the M fferent Statas
agcording to the ratio of 1lliteraay, as Ly this means those
localities which are most in need of such assistance will reap

5 its special benefits,"

"The census returns disclose an alarming state of illiter-
aqy in ocertain portions of the country, where the provision for
schools 1s grossly insdequate. It is a momentous question for
the decision of %8 whather imsediate and substantial aid
should not be e Ly the Usneral Oovermment for suppl
ing the afferts of private beneficence and of State and Terri-
tarial M gislation in behalf of education.®

"I have previcusly referred to the alarming state of 111it-
sracy in eartain pertions of the country, and again sutmit for
the consideration of Congress whether scme Fedspal aid shauld
not be extendsd to prizary education whirever adsquate
ProvINTSH therelor Mg not already besn made."

"The preservation of forests on the public demain, the
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// 1 the srerdmant

of the Federal Constitution so am to make affective the disap-
proval by ths Fresident of particular items in appropriastion
lle, the snactment of statutes in regard to the filling of
vaoancises in the Presidential of Mice, and the determirdng af
voxed quastions respecting Presidential inability are measures
which may justly receive your sarious conaideration,

Ben Jamin | Gp, our twanty-third president, speaking in 1888 stated
um‘m&{&.n, Just ore hundred years after ths founding ef ocur
republic, eduoation's nesd as follows;

"If in amr of the Statss the public security is thought te
be threstansd Ly ignarance among the electors, the cbvious remedy .=
is sducation. The sympathy and help of our peopls will not be
withheld from any sossunity struggling with special embarrass-
marts or diffioulties connected with the suffrage 1f tha remsdiss
propossd procesd upon lawful lipes and are promoted by just and
honcrables methods ,*

In his first anmal sessage, Fresidant H-u_-ri_:w was even more spseifis,

"The interest of the Oeneral Oovermmant in ths sducation of
the peopls found an sarly exprassion, not emly in the thoughtful
And sometimes warming utterances of cur ablast statemman, but in
liberal sppropristions from the common resources for the support
of aducation in the pew statea. No one will deny that it im of
the gravest naticnal arn that thoss who hold the ultimate
u‘ﬁﬁﬁ_ifﬁ'r"ﬁﬁﬁ should have the necessary intelld-
gerce wisely to dirsot and determine them, Mational aid to sdu-
uﬂumwm farm of land gravts, and In that
Toratherénat] powar of Corgress to promots the educaties
of the psople is not seriously questionsd., I do not think it can
be seccassfully questionsd when the form 1a changed to that of a

‘:‘_,_a"u!.mt grant of money from the publis Treasury,

"Such aid should be, as 1t always has besn, sugpested by | )
soma sxceptional conditions. The sudden emancipation of the -~ — °
slaves of the South, the bestowsl of the suffrags which scon
Followsd, and the impairment of the atdlity of the States whare
thess new oitisens were chisfly found to adequately provids edo-
catioral faollities presscted not only sxceptional but uremsplesd
conditions, That the situstion ham besn wuch amsliorated there
is no doubt, The atility and interest of the States havs happdly

i

"Mt a great work resaire to be dors, apd T thipk tha Osp-
eral Oovernment mrpa it aid. As the sugmation of & national

mant Thatd of ehiefly out of tha contition and
peeda af l‘h;-.ldﬂi:lh and his desoardants, the relisf
should aa poani whils necsssarily procesding upen
l-pﬂﬂllu— hln‘.l.uduth-dmt it.
It ds essential, 1 mach good Ls to be Accomplished. that tne
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sympathy and active intereat of the peopls of the Stautea should

ba enlisted, and that the methods adopted should be such as to

stimulate and not to supplant local taxation for echool purposes.®
IR, e, oyt P ot A Ny B e 8" P g -y P CURE S

¥William Mcki 's attitude can be seen by the following quotationsg

"Bquality of rights rust prevail, ard our laws be always
and everywhere respected and obeyed. We may have failed in the
discharge of our full duty as clitizens of the republiec, but 1t
is consoling and encouraging to realize that free speech, a
free press, free thought, free s the fres and unmolssted
right of religious liberty and w-rship, and the free and fair
elections are dearsr and more universally enjoyed today than
ever before, Thease guaranties must be sacredly preserved and
wisely strengthansd.”

"For must (we) be unmindful of the need of improvemsnt among
our own citizens, btut with the 2eal of our forefathers encourage i-/"'"‘
the spread of knowledge and free educaticn, Illiteracy must be
banished from the land 1f we shall attain that high destiny as
the foremcet of the enlightened nations of the world which, under
Providsnce, we ought to achieve."

#Education, religion, and morality have kept pace with our
advancement in other drections, and while extending its power
the Covernment has adhersd to ite foundation principles and abated
none of them in dealing with our new peoples and possessions. A
mation so preserved and blessed glves reverent thanks to God and
envokes His guldance and the continuance of Mia care and favor,.®

MW?. intiecated his belief in public education as follows:
“It is out of the question for our pecple as a whole perman—

ently to rise by treading down any of their own number. Even those

who themselves for a mement profit by such maltreotment of their

fellows will in the long run also suffer. No more shortsighted

policy can bs imagined than, in the fancied interest of one class,

to prevent the education of ancther class. The free public schools,

the chance for every bay or girl to get a good &JUCATYéH, Ifa at™

the foundation of our whole political structure. In every comsumd-

ty the poorest citizen, those who need school most, would be de-

prived of them if thay only received school facilities proportioned

to the taxes they paid. This is as true of one portion of our

oountry as another, Tt 1s as true of the negro as for the white Ji

man, The white man, i1 he is wise, will decline to allow negroes

in mass to grow to manhood and womanhood without education, Un=-

questionably education such as is cbteined in our public schools

doss not do everything toward making a man a good citizen, out it

doss muoh,"
ot TR 08 e e it s i
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it rightly deserves. The immediste responsibility for the sup-

port and improvement of our educational system rests and shonld
alvays rest with the people of the several tes acting through
their local and stats goveroments, but the Nstion has an oppor=— 4"
tunity in educatiomal werk which mus lost and a duty

which should no longer be neglacted.”

¥arren 0, Harding stated:

i

"Ne want the cradle of American ehdldhood rocked under
conditions so wholasome and helpful that no blight may toush
1% in its development, and we want to provide that no selfish
interest, no material necessity, no lack of opportunity shall
prevent the gaiming of that education seo essantial to bast
eitisenship.”

“From the very begimming public education has besn laft
mainly to the states. 8o far as school youth is concernad the
poliey has been justified, becsuse no responsitility can be sa
af fective as dhat of the local comsurity alive to its task. | I
believe in the ccoperation of the patiopal autherity to stimu-.
late, enccurage, and broaden the work of the local mt.hurit!.n_.f

Mﬂu-mamnhuuummmﬁ
's responsi ty toward education in his first message to Congress:
'hﬂuhdﬂmtdmﬂmhp-wnnﬂrlm;ﬂh-
lem and that it sbould always be pursued with the largest free-
dom of choles by studemts and parents, mnumrml;,

Government might well give benefit of its counsel and enc
ment more fully in this direction » » #

f " do net faver the making of direst appropriations n-
| the ¥atiomal Treasury to be expended directly on local eduoca-
ﬂﬂ.h‘hmlﬁiinhﬂ‘iﬂtﬂm“duﬁlﬂlf
1

! | sstivity which, accompanied by allied subjects of welfare, is / |
*ﬂu--mhwm-mhmuﬂnﬂ-'_J‘

Herbert Moover in Ms Imsugural Address to Congress stated his basies
the national government's functiom:
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directing this inoreasingly complex civiliszation unless we draw
all the talent of leadership from the whols peopls. Ons oivili-
sation after ancther has been wrecked upon the sttempt to secure
sufficlent leadership from a single group or class. If we would
prevant the growth of elass distinotions and would comstantly
refresh our leadership with the ideals of ocur peepls, we must
drew constantly from the geperal mass, The full opportumity for
every bay and girl to rise through the selective processes of
education can alone secure to us this leadsrship.”

In the Confersnce on Orisis in Education President Hoover stated:

f

| "Thers is no safety for our republis without eduastion of our|
||: ,mth.'l J

i th:lllint Pranklin D, Roossvelt's administration provided more . ,';;-]I
‘Lﬂhﬂ educe qﬁgm.ﬁu in the past. In addTtion a great-

ar warlsty of activities were promoted and supported than st ]

! other time during our previcus history. i

While education was aided in many ways during the depression years by
the federal govermment, it failed to approwve general ald to education,
Its aid has been specifically for individual projects, sesdinssd-sselsh~
anse—tewpeatlonal aeilvities and war measures, No action has yet been
taken to provide aid to all public schools.

Mt in his Toauguwral Address in 18535 saxpressed his faith
in [T owi)

{ *If wa could provide in the NMation for an adequate educa-

/ %lon for everybedy, the spirit of the country would be vastly
[; safeguarded. It is in this spdrit that we encourage and fostar
/¢ the institutions of this Mation,®

- --bde—firet—asssage +o-Congrese, Jamary B, 1084, he further stabed; -

— N nould-save—wselvi - meshamieal trvendion, mechine preo—
_ &ustden, induateis) affieienay, Motk mase of oommmisaticn,

Early in WFI administration, "Executive Order No, TO88*
' was issusd oreating the Youth Admirdstration (N.Y.A.). The sstab-

lishment of this agenoy threatened to ereate a dual education system. TI%

plased the federsl governeent in direct control of a new educational experi-
It was an smergengy measurs and was concsived to take care of a erit-

need which mest public schools were neither equipped nor firaneially
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eSS TR AR —A - 80ve- Yhe- sy bhe -ald ity and the spirit of - e
youth, §o money was ever better spent.”

In his second Insugurel Address, Jenuvary 20, 1887, Wt stated
his belief that the Ameriocan people wished batter -dmt.f  the follow-

111‘ words;

i "I see millions denied lmuﬁunrﬂwutim. and the op-
portunity to better their lot apd-the lot of their children.

# v« If T know aught of w{11 of our peopls, they will de-

mand that these condi of effective goverrmsnt shall be

oreated and lli o

Speald in on Mareh 18, 1837 eoncerning educational deficiencies,
Presiden % spoke out clearly:

.""‘.4“—
_ . "So far as sducation goes, we still have a long, long way
_____..__.....“...”‘l._.._._. we - - ey

valt requeated the Adviscry Comelttee on Education to
study the relationship of the federal govermment to education, particular-
1y its relation to stats and local government and the fisoal effect on the

fedaral govermpant,

The Advisory Comittes on Education made ite report February 18, 1588
ard President Rocssvelt transmitted it to Congress with his recommendation,
The Committss reccemended;

l. OGeneral aid to slemsntary and secondary education,
F. » Inproved preparation of teachers,
,A. Oonstruction of sehool buildings.

, L4, Strengthening State Departmsnts of Education,
| /4. Bducational service for adulta,

.~1. Library service for rural areas.
i~ Oocperative educational resssmch,*

Pednts of pelicy recommended:

/1. State and local contral,
4~ 2., Funds &t& be appropriated on a mstohing basia.”

“4nbererted 4n -
"The real n.hlu.u-d of dg“

'{ edusation, Fresident Roosevelt said:
therefore, is edusation.”

nm-—mammu-g_nrﬂmwumm,hnm I

Oeorgla, Recesvelt olsarly indiestsd understanding of the meeds of the

and th- necesaity . this address B0 OD0N—
i el ety S0 o 4 S o MO PSR W |
: :
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n person o Gongress,
be said :

"But the united strength of a democratio nation can be mus-
tared only when 1ts people, educated Ly medern standards to know
what is going en and where they are going, have convictions that
they are recelving as large a share of material success and human
digrity as they have a right to receive, » = & #

"For the first time we have moved upon deep-ssated problems
affecting our matioml strength and have for mational instru-
mnts sdequate to meet them,

- g
#

"We are giving to our youth new ties for work and

In kie severth annual messape é/c/cn.lﬂu on Jamuary 5, 1940, he indi-
cated that much mare could be sstfl concerning national problems of great
moment whan be said, —

*Thare are, Mf;u'n, many othar items of great public
interest which ¢elild be erumerated in this message—thes imgrove-
ment of healtyr“and the bettering of education # » &%

Ris pexi/ineual message, January 8, 1941, had these wards about educa-
tion: e

7" wihe basie things expscted by our peopls of their political
: and soonomic systems are simple. They are (among others):
AL e Zqeadiiy-of-opperbunity-for-youth snd-forothers;* - — "7

puring the pressing war year of 1944 President Roosevelt had time %o
again-take up the cause of sducation-when he spoke before Congress in these
wordsy

"We have accepted, so to speak, & second bdll of rights under
which a new bawris of security and prosperity can be established
for all--regardless of station, race or creed,

"Among thess are: The right to a good education # = &, /

*T ask the Congress to explore the msans for implsmenting this
ssoncmie H1l of rights—for it is dafinitely ths responsibdlity
of the Congress so to do."

In ks anmual Message to Congress, Jamuary 6, 1945, President Rocssveld
referred to his 1044 message as follows, e et i

*"In the state of the wnion message st year, I set forth
what T somsidered to be an American sccnomie bill of rights.

"I said then, and I say now, that these eeoncmle truths
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represent o second M1l of rights under which a pew basis of
sscurity and prosparity ean be sstallished for all—regardleas
of station, race or cresd.®

*Ic turn, othars of the sconomic righta of Amarican eitimen—
ablp such as the right to a decent hoae; %o a good edusatiaon, te
§ood medical care, to scolal ssourity, to reascoable fara income,
will, if fulfilled; sake major contributions to achieving adequate
levels of employment,

/ "The federal govermmant mupt sos to it that these rights be—
goms realitiss—with the help of states, sunicipalities, business,
labor and agriculturs.”

At the olcse of his massage he again mentionsd education and prosised
to sernd & spocial message to Congress on it and related subjeots.

"An expapded social security program, and adsquets health
and sducation programs sust play sassntial rolss in & program
desigred to support individual produstivity and msass porchasing
powor, 1 shall commurdoate further with the Oongress on thess
mbjects at a later datas.”

President Foosevelt, in his budget message to the Congress on Tuseday,
darcary @, 1045, stated)

=" "ig u part of the budget for the fiscal year 1848, I am
“reccemending recrgamisation of the basis structurs of the Office
of Education, This recrganisation will facilitate service to the
states in the dewelopmant of more adequats sducatioral programs
ut.'hp-nplr-th.ﬂl on all the wariocus aspesots of education,

"The traiming and sducational programs of tha Alrmy, the Inr,
and oivilian agenoiss during this war have broadened our conception
af the rols that education should play in our natiomal 1life, The
records of salective sarvice rewsal that we haw fallen far shert
af & multable standard of slemantary apd secondary education, If
a tables standard is te be msaintained in all parts of the coun=

eur children. This country ias great snough ta
muun.mumum sdequats rrmdtiunmp. ,_I.

C_=="  "§a mast develop the human standards and matarial rescurces
of the pation, which in tors will tend to ircresss our produstiv-
ity and most effectively support business sxparsion and e=ploy-
nmﬂ.rmmm.ln -u_ilﬂm e

s 1 cire | sduoatign, pablie
health, and mutrd j for the 1 = of our homes, citiss,
and fares) and mmhﬂmﬂﬂmmunnmm
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and river valleys., ¥e must plan now eo that thess programs can
become sffective when manpower and material are awvailable.®

He added in his Summary Budget Statemsnts on January 9, 1845 the
following: -

wAn increase of $619,265 is recommended for expanding and
strengthening the regular Office of Bduoation., A complete rear— |
. genisation of the basic structure of the Office is involwved for
[ the purpose of giving proper smphasis to all the varicus aspects
E : ﬁf m.tri-M|' o

g o

il




March 1, 1945,

Ky dear Miss Williame:

kre, Roosevelt has asked me to
thank you for your letter of February 28th,
She 1s 8o glad you feel her talk at the
Conference on Veterans Fducation was helpful,

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
lUrs. Roosevelt,

Miss Charl 0, Williams
Natlonal Education Association
1201 Sixteenth Street, N, W,
hlh.‘l.ngl:.on tﬁj; D, Ce

JU




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UMITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W., WASHINGTON 6. D. C.

February 28, 1845 .
x ﬂé

¥ra. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, N. C.

Near Vrs. Aoosevelt:

Before I go inte the third—day session of the Conference on
Veterans Rducation, I want to tell you that your time was very well spent
in coming here to speak to the group.

Tvery committee chairman who spoke after you left made refersnce
%o some particular statement that you made. Discussion of what you said
went on in several, if not all, the groups according to the information T
have.

The committees have werked diligently and have remained at our
headquarters until a late hour on Monday and Tuesday nights. 7T think that
they are determined to "hit the nail on the head" in their reports.

Mr. Shankland has promised to print the report of our Conference
in the 0fficial Report of the American Association of Schocl Administrators
which will be issued very shortly. 7Tn this way, it will reach every super-
intendent and school administrator in the nited States. Reprints will be
made of this report and disseminated widely throughout the country.

Nr. ¥oDonald was very plesased to have the privilege of presenting
you to the Conference, and nr. Schuler and nNr. Bradford were most grateful
to me for presenting them to you.

There 1s some follow-up work on the Conference which T shall sug-
gest to you in another letter. 1In this one I simply wanted to tell you that
your presence here had enunurakeﬁ)tha conferees and given point and purpose
te their work.

|
There is an action committee of six of us whose business it is to i
plan and coordinate the various activities in connbotion with this meeting.

Ve met until a late hour last night. |

It may be necessary in the next six to ten weeks to ecall another
meeting of this group to determine what results have come from this mecting.
I shall keep you advised about every significant step.

Faithfully yours,

deo:‘&“:""

charl Ormond Williams

COWtleb




*Latter £ B. Luclile Hecht, ard news
Miss Will a8 reqnested, newspaper clipplngs, returned to

!
7 4 III/
March 3, 1945. il j {/

Dear Miss Willinsms:

Many thanks for your letters
of March lst.

1 au so glad you liked the
President's talk on the Yulta conference
and appreciste po much your writing.

1 will weite Mra, Luoile llecht
BB you suggeat,

Very elnoeraly yours,

L;.Ln Charl 0. #illiam f
ualtion kl:uclatinn
1201 Sixteenth Street, N. ®.
Washington (6), D. C. o5
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#When reply is received then write, (See Langford letter with urs. Roosevelt's
note in files, )

March 5, 1945. ‘l
L

Urs. Roosevelt has a letter from I, Z,
Langford, .ssistant Frofessor of Education and
Sponsor of the Rural Life Club, Lincaln Univer-
slty, Jeffurson Clty, Ulssourl, wilch reads as
followa:

¢ My dear Miss Williams:

* "Uisa lubel Garney, for muny vears Professor
ol Zducation at [eachers Uollege, Columbia
University, will wislt our sctiool this spring.
Though well known in many states because of
her work in fural Zducation and in the educa~-
t of Negroes, lins Carney i¢ not well known
in state. In order to weguoint the teach-
ers atudents of our coxuunity with some of
ner many activities, I want to distribute a
mineopgraphed leaflct with coplius of shiort state-
mente from persons who know of her contribu-
tlons to American education in general and to
that of rural people and Lhe Hepro in pa‘.icular.

"I em wrifing several natlonolly known persons

whoa 1 knom Uiss Carney. #i1l you as one
favor me with a statescnt that I nay use among
othera?"

Mra. Roosevelt asks if you know anything
about UWes Carney?

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Krs. Foosevelt,

Miss Charl 0. ailliams f"
- National Ldusation Association
1201 sixteenth Street, N, .

mashington (6), D. C. vos
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OEFARTHMENT OF FOUCATION

Fabruary 19, 11‘}‘& ‘TLP

¥rs. Eleanor Roocsavelt,

The White House, 'L
Washingten, D.Ca Q ‘5 ht}‘ P.
Dear Mrs. Boocsewvelt:

Miss Mabel Carney, for many years Professor of Education
at Teachers College, Columbis Univeraity, will wvisit our sahool
this spring. Though well known in many states beoause of her
work in Bural Dducation and in the education of Negross, Hiss
Carney is not well kmewn in cur state. In order to acquaint
the teachers and students of our community with some of her many
asotivities, I wmnt to distribute a mimeographed leaflet with
soples of short statements from persons who know of har contri-
butiona to American sducation im general apd to that of rural
pecple and the Negro in particular,

I am writing several mationally knewn persons whem I think
know Miss Carney. Will you ms one faver me with a statement
that I may use among othera?

‘i'ar:,l truly W“,z

M. C, }.nngf‘nrd &‘7,'7'{“’"""}

Asslstant Professor ‘of Education
and Sponsor of The Rural Life Club.

MCLile

{ .




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 BIXTEENTH STREET, N, W, WASHINGTON 8. D. = / &'O

; March 9, 1945
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Mrs. Franklin D, Moosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. “ocosevelt:

I am dictating this letter over the telephons from oy home where for
two dayas with insufficient help I heve been preparing to zive two
teas for my namesske: on Saturday, Varch 13, 5 to 7, and on Sunday,
Mareh 11, 4 to 6. The enclosed Imvitstien to you will reveal that
Charl is at Johns Hopkina University. In this, her second year thars,
ghe will complete her work for her doctor's degree, and saha hes al-
ready accepted a position to tesch at Smith Collage nexl year.

I do mot know whather you accept invitation. to tesa of this kind.
In fact, I suppesed you did not or I should have sant this invitation
two weaks ago. It would be wonderful to have ¥ou evan for g few
minutes at either of them,

How for your questibn hha:-u:X!ri;.q kehel Carney. T heve known her for
yoars, long before 1 came €6 Ws ington, and ahe is in every way wo rthy
of & statement from you. Sinceylr, Langford, the gentleman who wrote
you, was ¥ery vague about when/Heé wanted this, I em assuming that you
will not have to be in & hurry about mAking this atatement. For your
further informstion, I shall write out & faw lines an Usnday and send
them to you, lines which you can use or sdapt in any wey you wish,

Faithfully yours,

'I\-‘."\J“'_._.n.q,_.J.:'_,- I‘:\:- "—-—--\-_-u!liL.LL —.rl.f-..-_n—--u._,-o-'--_-ﬂ
\

harl Jrmond Willianms

i,

il l,u" (-]
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Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt b
The White House ;
Yashington, L. C, /.-'

Tear Mrs. Roosevelt:

[V

WR 1615 b g

At noon on Saturday, March 10, 4 brother, Colonel "illiams, answered the door
hell and brought back a large box of flowers to the kitchen where his wife and
I were doing the last chores far the first tea. He said I would have to guess
who sent them before he would give them to me. I began to neme persons who, by
a stretch of the imegination, might be moved to that gracisus aect —- hut he
still held the box. MNot once, dear heert, did I guess you, or even think of
you in connection with those flowers. %hen he finally gave the box to me and I
saw the White House label, I said,"Nrs. koosevelt," in tomes that left no doubt
in the minds of those present of my admiration for you and my appreciation of
this one more thoughtful courtesy.

When Charl arrived at twe o'clock, L took her to the grand piano and showed her
the lovely pink roses in the place of honor, your card, and the label I had cut
from the box for her. The surprise and apprecistion as expressed by her smile
would have given you a glow had you seen her. You will hear from her. So much
appreciation to you for this and all the other gracious, helpful things you nhave
dore for me.

I would have written you about these teas afterwsrd amyway, for . wanted you to
kpow about them, since they were SUJ per cent professional. The guest list of

250 was made up largely from those in the Departments of State, Apriculture,

and Labor, in the Office of Education, in the Bureau of the Pudget, &nd in our
own NEA staff who helped to nlan the two thite House conferences arnd the last
conference on veterans' education. In addition, thore were representstives of all
the leading national organizations lecated here who have supnorted federal sid to
education through the years. Although many of these people were out of town 3
neerly 200 attended.

I was guite pleased with the total result and felt that my efforts were well
worthwhile, The pianc attracted the attention of all the guests, for in front
of your lovely roses were the photographa of you and the President that were sent
to me while I wes in St. Luke's Hospital in New York. Alse on the nians were the
{ramed letter about Fala and that wonderful silver tray. ‘any of the guests had
not seen any of these treasursa of mine, another one of which is the photograph
the President gave me in 1921,

' Here 1s the statement about Miss #abel Carney — three of them, in fact. If you
issue the statement requested -- and I hope you will -- I suggest that you use
the "third writing" or something similar, since you are not supposed to know all
those othor details,




I shall be writing you &,8in shortly about & new federal aid bill that has heen
introduced in the Senate, sponsored by Tr. Floyd W. Heeves and others of his
group. From every point of view the bill is objecticrable, and I shsll write

out in detail just why it is ohjectionsble. If we miss this opportunity to enact
a sound federal aid bill into law, it will be a great tragedy as far as education
is concerned.

With much apprecistion and genuine aflfection, I am
Faithfully yours,

Charl Ormond "illiams
Diresctor of Field 3ervice
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¥isa Cammey first attracted natiorwlde st ention through her work as
8 county superintendant of schools in the Micdwest., [ater she was largely
responsible for the sstablishment of the Depsrtment of Rural Fiucstisn
at Teachers Uollege, Columbia University, whare, #3 & pracuate student,
ahe took the inltistive in bringing together interested students and
in urging the esteblishment of the Devartment, She beceme heed of
ttis Department and wam responsible for its proat contribution to the
vreparetion of leadars in rural oduentien, not only for this Country,
but for rural nnl;a throughout the world.

In the early '30's, Mias Carney made an extended visit to Scuth
Africa, whera she lectured and studied developments in rurel education.
En efficial positions in both the Lepertment of Hural Sducation of the
Hational Bducation Asscclation and the American “ountry Lifs Association,
sha has exercised longtime leadarship throughout the United St-iwﬂ

kiss Carpey has pionesercd in the field of Negro education and inter-
racial relations, both at Colusbia University and st other institutions,
fgr services in trds field were recognisod st the time of her retirement
by the granting of an honorary doctor's dapres from Howard Univarsity
and by the creation of » fund by lesders in Negro education, wtich would
anable her to continue service to this fisld, Eﬁl!‘ activitien since her
retiremant have included summer work et Hampton University and publicstion
of a newsletter, through which she has kept alive her contacts in both

Negro and rural uducntiunj

AlrlontnT,
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STATEMENT CONCERNING MABEL CARNEY

rafe s shoe
\ Miss Carney was largely responsible for the establishment of the Department

of Rural Education at Teachers College, Columbia University, where, as a
graduate student, she took the Initiative in bringing topether interested
students and in wrging the establishment of the Decartment. Later, she

head’a:!'thia Department and was reaponsible for its great contribution to
the preparation of leaders in rural educatlon, not only for this Country,

but for rural areas throughout the world.

In the early '30's, Miss Camey made an extended visit to South Africa,

where she lectured and cstudied developments in rural education,

¥isa Carney has Awn Ilaltdarnhip in the field of Negro education and inter-
racial relations, both at Colurbia University and at other institutions,
Her services in this field were recognized at the time of her retirement
by the granting of an honorary doctor's degree from Howard University and
by the creation of a fund by leaders in Megro education, which would en-

able her to continue service to this fisld,

(F.{sa Carney was a member of the Committee on Rural Edueation, which was
established in 1989, as an affiliate of the American Country Life Assoc—
iatien, with funds contributed by the Farm Foundation. This Cormittes
devoted itself to the improvement of comntry 1ife through the strength-

ening of rural education,with its projects centered in the Mississippd

Valley states,
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STATEMENT CONCERNING ¥ABEL CARNEY
{Contirmed—Fage 2)
Miss Carney gave long-time leadership to the Department of Aural Educa-
tion of the National Education Association, {BIE-rr\ring as its first Secre-
tary; and, later, as its President, in addition to her continuing service
on committees and in the editing of materials, She, also, was a leader
I in_llthﬂ American Country Life Association, which she served as Treasurer

until its recent reorganization, i

Since her retirement, Miss Carney has continued to work in the field of
Yegro education, doing summer work at Hampton University and keeping
alive her contacts with the field. 'Shn publishes from time to time a
Vews letter, through which she keeps in touch with persons interested
hoth in Negro education and rural education and keeps then informed of

important developments in these fields,

LMCyPCH
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March 20, 1345,

Dear Wlas Williamamg

Thunk you for your letter
of March léth sbout the situation at
Gallaudet College. I only know it
existe.

Very sincerely yours,

lu:i:;_gygrl O, N%EEE!!!‘ {{/
onal Edugation Asscclation
af the United “tates
1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W,

Washington (6), . C.




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSCCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W., WASHINGTON 8, D, c.

Yarch 16, 1945 !(] W
»

@,\*( A \1 Al

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt L L . ;

The White House
Washington, D. C. : ¢y

Lear Mrs. Roosevelt: 1 Rkt §

During the past week my attention has been called to the program
and personnel at nallaudet Colleje, maintained for the deaf in
the Listrict of Uolumbia. I am to, meet soon a young men who is
employed in the institution in = place of importrrnes. Soon I
shall read the hearing on this institution before ons of the
Congressional committses, and I may be invited to visit the
ingtitution.

You may know all about this set-up out there, but if you do not,
I should like to tell you about what T have found out. Nhen
the time comes, I shall write you ehout it.

Falthfully yours,

Charl Ormond Williams
Director of rield Service

w/e




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. WASHINGTON €, D. C,

March 16, 1945

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Tear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I thought you would be interested in ths darch lssus of INDEPENDERT WOMAN
which tells the story of the "ihite House" Confersnce hald in South Csrolina,
the second state to hold such a conference at the local level. These con-
ferences will be held, I think, for years to come because the subject will
not grow old. The success in one state in having women zppointed to state
or local commissions will inspire neipghboring states to similar efforts.
‘We were more fersighted than we thought when we orgenized that June 14
cenference at the vwhite House. I saw Tiean Thompson last night, and she
spoke in the same vein.,

Incidentally, ¥r. Grew, Vr. Clayton, Yr. Yacleish, and fleneral Holmes made
very earnest and practical talks about the steps that must be taken to
permanent peace. I was impressed and so wis the entire jroup at the
Women's Natioral Democratic Club with the earnestness and sincerity of
these men, The burden of all of their telks wes that the people in the
remotest parts of the country in this day and many days to come must be
made aware of whet is involved in the United Nations Orzanization. A
recent letter to you from me revealed thet my convictions on this subject
were oarallel to those of these men in the State Uepartment.

Yours sinceraly,

Chnrl Ormond Williams

fije




THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE COLIEGE
State College, Pa.

Central Extension Office Dacember 18, 1944

¥iss Charl Ormond Williams

Division of Field Service

National Fducation Assceclation of 1. S.
1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.

Dear Miss Williams:

Saveral weeks ago I received one of the White Housa
invitatd ons which was isaued by president and Mrs. Roosevelt
for the White House Conference on Rural Education. You
were most thoughtful in thinking of those of us who were nob .
able to attend the conference. I can assure you that it
is a very real pleasure to have one and I am deeply grateful
to Mra. Rocsevelt who tock the time to have an invitation
written for the absent ones.

I have watched with a great deal of interest the newa-
paper write-ups of this conferenoe and I am eagerly awsiting
the voluma of proceedings which no doubt will scon be ocut.

I recelved your letter too late to save any of the
newspaper articles concerning thds conference. However, since
I read the §. Y. Times and cocasionally one of the Fhiladelphis
papers, I am confident that you have those clippings.

My best personal pood wishes for continued success in the
fine work you have started for Rural Education in the United

States.
Sincerely, i
(Signed)
(Miss) Rose Cologne, Specialist
Community Adult Education
RCilm

NOTE:You can see from the date that this letter was copied
sometime ago for you. It is typical of a great many

that came in about that time. You need not return it.




Mar:zh 30, 1945.

Dear Miss Wllllama:

Many thanks for your letter
and the copy of S« TL7. I was interested
to see it and the akalysls nade by your
staff,

Very sincerely yours,

/H.’..q.!___l;thrl_u. #illiama
~ffational bducation aAssociation
1201 Sixteenth wtreet, 1. J.
washington, (6), “. C.

/ 10 /







March 50, 1945 / 0 0

Dear Wiss Williams

I am returning the letter from
X Miss Luly Fairbanks and I appreciate your
Ng me see 1L, She sounds like & yrand
perscn, but I have no time just now to write
any axtra artioles,

With many regrets, I am
SAnoeraly,

Miss Charl Williams




NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W. WASHINGTOM 8. D. C.

e

¥ra, Franklin D. Roosevelt @1
The White House

Washington, D. C. L\ o !

{: i !‘gi y L&ﬂ’

Tear ¥rs. Roosevelt:

I have had the enclosed letter from Wiss Lulu Feirhanks, editor
of the Alaska Weekly, on my desk since arcund the first of March.
She is & ftine person, known all over the four Northwast ststes
and flaska, which she hss visited a nunber of tines,

The mspazine which she edits is a very good one. I you have

time anda think it worthwhile, a message from you to that outpost
of ocur netion would be greatly appreciasted, not only by Miss Fair-
barks but by the rescers of her megszine.

I shall not write her that I have supgpested tlis to you, so if
you carnot do it, therz will be no great disappointment.

Cordially yours, i
—h G -

Charl Ormond Williams

's'l_a"e




Espcutipe Chairman
Cuami, Ouwown Wittias
Iivislea of Fleid Service

Henorary Chairmen

{rmld'-u_r y N"..};ﬂ::

Edneasian Jowrual, New e L HLY.

Tuvosas O, Bovsaais
mwm— Committen &l
. 5 ol Commerce,
Richmond, ¥i.

Homzs L. 'Btll’.l’-l‘r

Pres., Mai Farmery Co-
operatives, Laks La.

L. H. Demwes
Eaec. A v

i._,'i THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON RURAL EDUCATION

October 3, 4, and 5, 1544
Called, planned, and directed
by three divinions of

The Mational Education Association of the United States
1201 Sixteenth Street, N, W, Washington 6, D. C.

Vi

PR B d S

Howarn A, Dawson

Divisica ol Rursl Servies

E. B Mazstow
b af Leghalation
april 5, 1645 el

TO MEMBERS CF THZ HITE HOUSE
CONFER=NCE Ol RURAL EDUCATICH:

Enclosed is a copy of A Charter of Education for Rural
Children., You will recsll that & tentative form of this

EsTHAKINE T
Baresu, U, 5.
, Washingion, D C,

H;lhl.:'r glﬂm Y
Unised mhu.il'h

Charter was presented at the final session of the Conference
on October 5. Many of you responded to our reguest for
assistance in revising it and your suggestions have helped
us to mold it into whaet we believe to be a straight-forward
and effective statement of the rights of rural children.

You will also be pleased to know that the proceedings of the
Conference will come from the press in april. as a member

of the Conference you will receive s complimentary copy. It
seems probable that you or your associastes will also want
additional copies for use in study erours, in college class-
es, or for individual end personal use. The proceedings will
sell at 31 for paper-bound copies and 31.50 fer boerd-bound
copies, subject to discount on quantity orders as follews:

2.9 copies, 10%; 10-09 copies, 25 100 or more copies, 331/3 %.

Orders should be sent as scon as possible to insure prompt
delivery.

Very sincerely yours,

Charl Ormond ‘Williams
—EFscutive Chairmen  ~——

- VBl 7, B inranye
Howard A. Dawson g
Co-Chairman
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A CHARTER OF EDUCATION
FOR RURAL CHILDREN

THE FIRST WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON RURAL EDUCATION PRESENTS
THE FOLLOWING AS THE EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS OF EVERY RURAL
CHILD AND PLEDGES ITSELF TO WORK FOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENT:

Evary rural child how the right o o sotlifoctory, modern elemeniory
sducetion.—This education should be such as to guarantee the
child an oppertunity to develop and maintain a healthy body
and a balanced personality, to acquire the skills needed as wools
of learning, to get a good start in understanding and appre-
clating the natural and social world, to participate happily
and helpfully in home and community life, to work and play
with others, and to enjoy and use music, art, literature, and
handicrafts,

Evary rural child hos the rght lo o sallsfoctory, medern secandary
sducotion.—This education should assure the youth continued
progress in his general, physical, social, civie, and cultural
development begun in the elementary school, and provide
initial training for [arming or other occupations and an open
door to college and the professions,

Every rural child han the right te an edutationsl progrem thal beldges
tha gop betwesn home and scheol, and batwesn school and adull
lite.—This program requires, on the one hand, cooperation with
parents for the home education of children too young lor school
and for the joint educational guidance by home and school of
all other children; and, on the other hand, the cooperative
development of cultural and vocational adult education suited
to the needs and duiru#ncf the prople of the community.

Evary rural child has the right through hls school fo health service,
wducational ond vocational guidance, librory locilities, recreationed
eiviier, ond, whare needed, school luncher and pupll framiperia-
Hen facilities al public expense.—3uch special services, becauss
they require the employment of specially qualified personnel,
can be supplied mest easily through enlarged units of school
administration and the cooperation of several small schools.

Evary rural child hou the right la leachars, separviion, ond admia-
Intrators whe know rural life end whe ore educoted e decl sfectivaly
with the preblems peculior o rurel scheel.—Persons so educated
should hold State certificates that set forth their special quali-
fications, should be paid adequate salaries, and should be pro-
tected by law and fair practices in ncuritrul their positions
as a reward for good and faithful services. The accomplish-
ment of these objectives is the respoansibility of local leadership,

State departments of education, the teacher-education institu-
tions, and national leaders in rural education.,

Every rural child has the right to educational servica ond guidonce
durlng the enlire year ond full-time ollendence In o schesl thel l
open for nal leis then ® menths In eoch yeor for al least 12 years,—
The educational development of children during vacation time
is also a responsibility of the community school. In many
communities the period of schooling has already become 14
years and should become such in all communities as rapidly as

passible,

Evary rural child has tha right te attend schosl ln a sefislaciery,
medern building.—The building should be attractive, clean,
sanitary, safe, conducive to good health, equipped with mate-
rials and apparatus essentizl to the best teaching, planned as
8 community center, and surrounded by ample space [or play-
grounds, gardens, landscaping, and beautification.

Every rural child hes the right through the scheel to paricipate
in communily lle end cultvre.—For clective service the school
plant must be planned and recognized as a eenter of community
activity; the closest poasible interrelationships should be main-
tained between the school and other community agencies; and
children and youth should be recognized as active participants
in community affairs.

Evary rural child hay the right 1o a local school ayitem sufclently
wirang ta provide all the tervices required for o modern sducotion. —
Obtaining such a school system depends upon erganizing amply
large units ef school administration.  Such wnits do not neces-
sarily result in large schools.  Large schools can vsually provide
broad educational epportunities more economically, but with
special eforts amall schools can well serve rural children and
communities.

Every rwral child how the right fo have the tax resources of hly com-
munity, Stats, and Nation wisd to guoranies him en Americen
slenderd of educotionel eppertenity.—This right must include
equality of opportunity for minority and low economy groups.
Since many rural youth become urban producers and consumers,
it is necessary lor the development of the democratic way of
life that the wealth and productivity of the entire Nation should
aid in the suppart of the right of every child to a good education.

These are the Rights of the Rural Child because they are the Rights of Every Child regardless
of Race, or Color, or Situation, wherever be may live under the United States Flag.
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