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TWO COLORED CITIZENS OF

JASEER, TEXAS GET GWA PUSIS

<{,-.,.:a-~:’.rf.,. Erpas e im0 Q4.3

Man And Woman Appoioted H-uhlbcmplnru and those in need of work
Workers By C.W.A. Adminis. tor reliel. After s close survey .they
trator make their report to the local C. W.

A. officials.

JASPER, Tex., Feb. 24.—In order| All persons in need of work or re-
to insure the colored people of the lief are requested to subfmit their ap-
town of Jasper, and Jasper country |plication to these case workers and
a square deal in the “New Deal" Mr. they in turn contact the local auther-
B. R. Adams, and Mre, Lillie Pearl ity in behalf of the colored group.
Hoberts have been appointed Social| During the three weeks they have
Service Workers among the colored (been employed many persons heve

people by the local O. W. A, Admin- lbeen re-employed who were dropped
istration, Mr. Harold N. West. ]and many have been, given work who

Mr, Adame and Mrs. Roberts work (had not been fortunate in getting any
together as they go from house to |work before. And some persons who
house, in town and in the rural eom- were not able to work, but in a
munities investigating the living and 'peedy condition have been provided
working conditions of the _elyf] worls piteh b b S0 L0 Gris nan anen




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW.
WASHINGTON

March 22, 1934

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
One of the letters sent to us from you
wes from & colored women in Texxs named Lillie
Pearl Roberts. We sent this letter to Mrs. Margaret
R. Conger, Director of Women's Work in Texas, who
in turn asked the county administration to see
what they could do for Lillie Pearl. She was
soon placed in charge of thelr work with colored
women and is "meking pood" in no mistaken terms.
The enclosed eclipping tells us the story.
Very sincerely yours,
tt//m .f-/}.{?}."" ::'r‘"(

Ellen 8. Woodward,
Director of FWomen'e Work

Enclosure

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt,
The White House




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION

WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW, .. ﬁ _157

WASHINGTON I" 1
* i

March 51, 1934

My dear Mra. Roosevelt:

A short time ago you sent us =& letter
written by a boy of 18 - Williem Rehrens - a copy
of which letter is enciosed. e s8At this letter
to Mina Ross in New York, and we are now forwarding
to you a report which she sent us,

We thought you would be interested and
glad to know that William may be started on a self-
sustalning career.

Sincerely yours,

'

b [t teves
len 5. Woodward,

Director, Women's Waork,

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House.




659 Hogers Avemue,
Brooklyn, Hew York
Fabroary 16, 1934

Dear Mra. Boosevelt:

I reallize that yrar mumercus activities take up most of your
tiie and leave you wery few leisirs moments, nevertheless I am
-writing this letter in the hove that you'll be able to spare sey-
sral seconds to listen to the plea that 1% brings,

I am & young man sighteen years= of age. Last Juns I was grade-
uated with honors, from the Alexander Hamilton High School and since
than I have been sesking a position. Up to the present I have besa
unsuccasaful malnly becsmss of o physical handicap. About nins yeara
ego I had an accident the resalt of which eost me oy left arm.

The smployers, lecanse they have #0 many others who look more physleally
fit to chooss from, will not comsidar me an applicant although I lknow
that I can do the work as good as good as any other fellow,

My folke had erigloally plannsd to have me contimme my education
in College tut this plan had %o be disgarded when my fathers place of
tusinsss clossd. Hs was thrown out of work thres yeare ago and has
beesn unsble to secure any work since. During all this tl.e wa hava
been struggling aleng on what little monay my eister had been able
to glve us., Evea thip source of revemue has diminished for in the
last year my sister's woges have been rednced fifteen pearcemt.

Bow that I hawe told you the predicement that my famlly is in
I want to ask your ald in finding me & position. Aoy kind of work
will be satisfactory for I know that I can do anmything as good Af
not better than the mext feallow. If yoi can and I fervemtly hope
that you will be able to seocure me a position you will be lessening
a financial burden that 1s threatening to bory my family under its

welght and for this I'1l ever be imndebted to you.

Yours trady,
¥illiam Bahrems,




SOFRIX

CIVIL WORKS ATMINISTRATION
CITY OF HEW TORK

Interdepartmental Memorandum
Miss Boss Date: Uarch 24, 1924

Mre., L. Chater SURJECT: Report

EE: William Behrens,
659 Rogers Avemme,

— Brodkdyn, N.X.

At your suggestion William Behrens called at this office on 3/16/34.

I learned from him that he is the younger of two children residing
with their parents at the above address, His father was employed until
three years ago, as checker in a warshouse, earning thirty-five dollars
per week. Since that time he has had no employment. At present the only
income in the household is seventesn dollars per week sarned by William's
sieter, a telephone operator.

William, whose left arm is amputated above the elbow due to an ac-
cident, was graduated from High School, with honors, in June of 1933. He
took the general course becimuse he anticipated going to college. This
plan has necessarily been abandoned for the present because of the pre-
carious financial condition of the family.

In view of the fact that William is physically handicapped, we con-
tacted the Employment Center for the Handicapped and arranged for him to
receive from them vocational guidance and tralping, and possibly employ=
ment,

Yery truly yours,
Bessie J. Segal (Signed)
Supervisor, Information Bureau
Dept. Public Welfaras
Wn. 1, Borough Hall, Helyn, N.T.
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FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHNSOMN BUILDING e
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW, A \J akh
WASHINGTON i i L

= ‘,Ilh‘
v A L | P
Q y0?
September 11, 1954 (

dra. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The Executive Mansion,
H}I‘d! ?ﬂk, N.X.

My dear Mras. Roocsevelt: 13:&!/
Some time ago you sent us a latter enc ng a communication

frnur__l_l_E_I_E_E_l_l,rLAn.T_J:g_,pf Atlanta, Illinois.

We have received a report from the Director of Women's Work
in T1linois as followa:

"Miss Elmira Tidd of Atlanta, was contacted by a visitor from
the Logan County Emergency Helief Office at Lincoln, Illinois,
at your request.

Miss Tidd is 69 years old, the last member of an old well known
family. The father left some valusble land to his wife and two
children, Charles and Elmira Tidd, but because of poor management
on the part of the mother and daughter, the estate has been lost.
The brother, Charles, died in Bartonville - a State Institution
for the insane, and back of the family is a long line of ancestors
with a strong strain of insanity.

Miss Tidd, who is educated and cultured, has hallucinations in
regard to the treatment accorded her by certain parties in Atlanta,
and thinks that she still owns her home and land. The bank owns her
home but permits her to live there. Ghe has been too proud to ac-
cept help but when visitor explained to her that she would not be
considered a pauper but only ap an unemployed person she gladly
agreed to accept help.

itor called upon Mr. Wiley Montgomery, her legal advlsor for




Miss Tidd is unable to work but the Logan County Emergency
Relief will certainly see that she has proper care.®

It would seem that Miss Tidd's needs are now being met; but if you
receive other letters from her we shall be glad to follow them up.

Very sincerely yours,

Ellan 8. Woodward,
Director, Women's Work

Mrs. Franklin [l. Roosevelt,
The Executive Mansion
Hyde Park, H.Y.




o FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHMNSON BUILDING

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, e
WASHINGTON L

fq.
Supt.anf 2/3,/1,93¢
A

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
L
We wrote a short\time ago in\sending you a
ghort statement abodt you have

¥
raferred to ua gr. We ware not satlafied with the
reports which we have had before, and so we wrote Mr. Conrad
Van Hyning, who is in charge of the Socisl Service Division
at the New York Emergoncy Relief Administration.

He has sent us a very complets report on Miss
Culbertson and I am anclosing a copy of it.

Some time ago you had sent to us, correspondsnce
from Miss Pakenham Byrne of New York City.

The very sad thing sbout both of these situationa
is that neither person is really capsble of earning her liv-
ing. The New York Administration 1s doing its best to place
Misa Culbartson, but has grave doubts of & proper solution.
They have asked her for complete information about her farm
in Pennsylvania. I am sure that they will do all that ia
possible about this too.

From the report on Miss Byrne, it would seam that
there is really nothing that can be done for her until such
time after she becomes a permenent ward of the City of New
ork and will probably be cared for in some inastitution.

)

It would have been a more happy and satisfying letter
if T could have sent you more optimistic reporta.

Very sincerely wuy {
sl i

Director, Women's Work

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
'l!hi_llitl House




COPY (mta)

TEMPORARY EMERGENCY HRELIEF ADMINISTRATION

79 Madison Avenue
New York City

September 26, 1934

PERSONAL

Mra. Ellen S. Woodward SLF e DM
Director of Women's Work

Federal Emergency Relief Administration

1734 New York Avenue, N.W.

Weshington, D. C.

Denr Mrs. Woodwerd:

I have hed & personal conference with Miss Ann Culbertson
whom you referred to me in your letter of September 12th.

I had Miss Summer, a psychistric sccial worker with a good
desl of experience, interview Miss Pakenham Byme. Her report
is attached.

Mimsa Culbertson is an old fashioned, rather quaint woman
of about fifty. She has never been employed in any cepaclty other
than that of soclal secretary, and in only one such position where
ghe steyed for sbout ten years. ;

Previcus to her employment, she and her sisters lived on the
incoma from investments which had been left to them by their father
who wes president of a bank here in New York City. Evidently Miss
Culbertson took secretarial training as a means of securing a
position. ©She finished the course in 1919 and hed hed no prac-
tice in it other then that which would come from writing letters
for her employer.

Miss Culbertson's purpose in wri
to secure her interest and help in
the same type. ©She had no idea that she able to do any other
type of work. I discussed with her all of -pessible positions
which we might be able to place her in, such as tine clerical
work, secretarial, filing, etc., all of which she admitted quite

she would be unable to do. She felt her experience
was insufficient to take office work and that her temperument
would be such that she could not possibly stond the office routine.
She hoped for some position in the social work field, but realized
that she would be unable to stend the strein of a poeition as in-
vestigator in the New York City Home Relief Buresu wiich would be
the only possibility of thie kind.

g to Mra. Roosevelt was
enother position of




Mrs. Ellen 8. Woodward September 26, 1934

I suggested to her that she might take & position &s & reception
clerk in one of the locel Home Relief offices, but that the wages pald
would be not more then 225.00 per week and probably nol over £18.00 per
week, Che thought thet she might be able to do this work, but said thet
the income would be too small to maintsin her end her sisters for whom
she 1s responsible. She inguired whether the work would be every dey
or whether she would have time off to find odd positions to supplerent
her income. I expleined thet such en errengement would be impossible
in such & lerge orgenizetion, end that it would be a full five dey week.

We discuesed this position et length, es it seemed to me the only
possible opening we could find for her. Miss Culbertson agreed that
she would try it, but felt would be only a temporsry assistsnce to her.

We discussed the farm which Miss Culbertson owns, which is in Penn-
sylvanie, ebout eighteen miles from Harrisburg. It consists of about
180 acres of good lend, snd buildings which ere considersbly run down.
It is rented at present, but the income berely covers the taxes. She
hes been holding the price at $12,000, but would sell for w2 low &s $8,000.
Sbe hoped that some sssistence might be given to her in dispeosing of this
farm. (me of her thoughts wes that perhsps the A.A.A. might purchase
it in their progrom of the acquiring of merginal end sub-merginel land.
I have asked her to send in full deteils in regard to the frrm asz &
reens of doing whetever might be possible, elthough it seems that this
would not be within the scope of the A.A.A. purchasing progrem. Also
it would be extremely difficult for a public agency to attempt to amct
a8 agents in the sele of privete property. The farm hes been in the
hende of several different real estate agents for e period of tine,
none of whom heve been successful in getting eny kind of an offer. ,

Miss Culberteon's situation seems to me to be not only a very serious
cne 50 far &6 she and her sisters are concerned, but an slmost impoesible
one in which we can be of eny assistence. I expleined this to her quite
frankly, and believe that she left rewlizing that while we understood
her problem end were willing to help, that there was very 1little that
could be done. In vliew of the resources which she has, there iz no
possibility of her quelifying es & relief recipient, and this, of course,
wes the lest thing she wished to consider.

The income from her holdinge ie now reduced to approximetely $600
per year, and interest against that on e $4,500 loan emounts to about
{EE5 per year. Ome of these interest payments was due last May, and
egnother is due in November. She is most concerned about weeting these
peyments in order to conserve the securities ageinst which the loen
is made. ©She feels that the loss of securltiies would leave them no

resources.




Page 5

Mre. Ellen 5. Woodward September 26, 1954

She reallizes also that it would be slmost impossible for her
to earn encugh to accumulate this amount of money by the tims the next
payment is due and to maintain herself at the same time.

I discussed with her the question of & personal loan from soms
of her friends, but this, she said, would be impossiile for her to

request.

Miss Culbertson's own suggestion that some ssslstance be given
to her in trying to find a position of the type that she has held seems
to be the only possibility. How to conserve the resources of persons
in her status to prevent the eventuality of their becoming public wel-
fare cases is a problem to which the present relief program does not
seem to offer any satiafactory answer.

We shall do our best to find some type of work which Miss
Culbertson can do, and explore all possibilities in the white collar
prograem. I am afraid, however, that the sclutlon will not be found.
A8 a first move I am writing to Miss Ball, Director of Personnel in
the Home Relief Buresu in New York City to see whether there is any
poseibility of a position such as a receptlon clerk.

If you can make any suggestions to us that we might pass om

to Miss Culbertson about disposing of her property in Pennsylvanias,
we ghall be glad to have you do 8o.

Very sincerely yours,
/8/ COMRAD VAN DYNING
Conrad Van Dyning

Aspgistant Executive Director.
CVH:z MA

—



(copY - @)

TEMPORARY FMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
Inter-lDepartmental Memorandum
T0: Mr, C, Van Hyning DATE: September 25th, 1954.
FROM: Mary C. Sumner SUBJECT: Report m::-ﬂinﬂ Pakenham

Byrne, 451 W. 22nd St., New York
City,

At your request, Miss Pakenham Byrne was interviewed on 8-20-354, She
is & tall, shabbily dressed, unkempt woman, probably asbout sixty years
old., &he accepted the contact with interviewer in lieu of yourself
apparently without question., Her firet approach was bussinesslike
and her requeste for work were modest, but durirg the course of the
interview the same erratic ideas expresped in her letter to Mrs.
Rocsevelt began to assert themselves, and she exhibited a etrong
sense of injury with apparently definite delusions of persecution

and grandeur. BShe spoke of the senate and govermment being peopled
with her relatives; of people in high scclsl positions parading un-
der falege names; pald she did not see what could be gained by in-
Juring her in order to give high salaries to officlals; cleimed
that the money won by her "cousin®, Mre. Sloan, on her horse "Caval-
cade” was mctually put up by the govermment; and declered that she
was brought up in Chicsgo by some cousins named Mansfield, that
Secretary Hull, a first cousin, was really a Manafield, that he main-
tained a brokerage business in Chicago under that name, and that he
was also "Don Byrne" of the movies. :

She also revealed that she had come to this country from Ireland in
1808 at the age of 20, had become an American citlsen, had worked in
department stores and had had a general merchandise store of her own
in Brocklyn (She showed confus she

debt (another time she stated the government took it away from her)
about 1950; +that she had done ar

Charities, and that she was now receiving Home Relief, She remainsd

realization of the fact that

Further investigatiocn has confirmed the impression that this woman is
obviously peychotic and . She wes referred to the Brook-
1yn Bureau of Charities in by the Y.¥W.C.A., apparently about the
time her second hend furniture store was broken up. She was diagnoszed
by their psychiatrist as a cese of "dementia praeccx, parancid type,”
with "a very bad outlook for the future™. B5he was helped by that

agency for a year, after which shs peemed abls to manage by herself.




Report on Miss Pakerham Byrne.
-

They communicated with her relatives in Ireland, one of whom was the
principal of a small rurel school, but these were unable to help her,
They did find that on coming to this cowntry she had lived with &n
uncle in Chicago named Michamel Mansfield, now dead, that she had been
in a panatarium in TMlinois, and that she was a second cousin of Mr,
Dodd who was then District Attorney of Brooklym.

In 1952 Miss Byrne was known to the New York Associstion for Improv-
ing the Condition of the Poor, and a similar disgnosis of her mental
state waa given by thelr psychiatrist. 8She has also been assisted
by the Emergency Work Bureau and Riverside Church, end the Central
Regletration Bureau for Women. She hapg received ald from the Home Re-
lief Bureau since December, 1955, They find her difficult to deal
with though friendly with the investigators and apparently sble to
make an adjustment in the community. It would seem that this woman
has had ebout as much help as can be provided by the community in a
case of this type. She will no doubt contimue to write letters of
compleint and if her condition grows any more serious, the interested
egencies will take steps to have her cered for in a mental hospital.

#H#




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE ey
WASHINGTON, D. G~ A
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FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHNSOMN BUILDING

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW. : f
WASHINGTON s J

October 11, 1954

My dear Mra. Roosevelt:
L short time ago you sent us & letter from

N Wf Inman, New York, asking that
t be fairly investigated.

We referred the matter to Mr. Tweedy, our Regional
Engineer, and it has been handled through the Director
of Information and Review, of the New Yorlk Emergency
Relief Administration, who has Just sent us a report,
a copy of which I am enclosing.

Very sincerely yours,

%ﬁdw

Ellen 5.
Director, Women's Worlk.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevalt
The White House

Washington, D.C.




COPY (oma)

STATE OF NEW YORE
TEMPORARY EMFRGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION

October 5, 1934
ey

.Miés Fllen 5. Woodward i G

D.‘.l‘lﬂtrol', Women's Work

Federal Emergency Relief Administration

Weshington, D, C.

Dear Miss Woodward:

After thopough investigation of the circumstances as deseribed
by Mrs, Flene Willis, of Inman » Wew York, in a letter to Mrs,
Roosevelt, I have the following report to make. .

The statement that the woman and her husband have been complete-
1y ignored by State and Local Welfare offices is untrue. Our Field
Representative is interested in this case, and the local Welfare
Officer is following the rules and regulations of the Ta
Emergency Relief Administration in adjusting the relief to be granted
to the Willis couple.

Mr, Willis has admitted that he has refused work which has been
offered to him and the famlly circumstances are such that they are not
immediately in want.

The community in which they live is made up of locelly minded
persons and it is quite probable that the neighbors are none too cordial,

The Local Welfare Officer, who purportedly jeersd at the Willis
family, has been remwoved from office,

The person from Troy who, Mre. Willis reported, worked on F.E.R.A.
work, had never been and is not now on work relief payrolls,

Mre. Willis has been unable to retain any positions which she had
because of her trouble-making temperament and seems to be somewhat to
blame for her supposed troubles.

A8 I have mentioned befare, our representative in that distriet
is working on a possible solution of this case which may involve trans-
fdrring the Willis Couple to another locality where their neighborhood
difficulties will not loom teo large.




COPY (oms)

Mias Woodward, Director
Hﬂm'l 'ﬂrk, I.I.R.l. - 2 - ﬂﬂ'ﬁobﬂr 5, 195"

I hope that thig Teport covers the reaction which Jou had to
Mra, Williat bresentation of her problem, as we are anxious to
adjust such difficulties a8 thega,

Sincerely Joura,

/8/ Lisle Burroughs

Director
Mivision of Information and Reviaw

LBieh




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHMNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW.
WASHINGTON

Wk LI L S 1
biy Uedr Lre. wcueiders
Tou sent us sumetinc 1po o Legoer hich yw
ned received fronliius Lydie Minldefs, 701 untdn:

Plece, Balvimorae, Haylend eboutMre, John Hirsch
of Hedford, Yisconsin, T em enclosing a cony af
this letter, tozeticr with = cnuy ot the reoor
which has just come to ua,

ihe deley in receiving & resort ig espludined
in the letter received trom Migs Goodrdn, Acting
Director of Social Service Division, of vhieh I en-
close a copy.

i

I knovi tlat you nill feel plad tnat yYou sBen
us the letter, becsuse the visit of the sceiwnl Z?r'r-c-r
has been of helv io the fendly, and it will resdliy
in & helpful follow-up of the situation. !

Very eincerely yours,

“f/fgj A s lI

Ellen S. Visodward,
] LoryWomai s Worl.

AT

Mre. Malvina 7. Schedder,
secretary to Mrs. Rooseveit
The Yhite House,




149 E. Vilson 5t.,
c Madis.n, Wis.
0
P

Y (mg) Hovember 5, l8:4.

NOV g 1931

Mrs. Ellen 5. Vo .duerd,

Direcior, Women's Vorl:,

Federal Fmergency Hellef Administration
Vashirgton, L.C.

Dear Mrs. Woodward: 5

I regret exceedingly tint there hus been & delsy in
reporting on the investigotion of the conditicns of ilrs.
John Hirsch of Medford, Wisconsin, about whom you wrote us
lest month.

As I told you at that time, I was ancl.us to lLeve one
of our field representatives mae this investijation and
because of & very full urogrua it has uot been .oszsible for
the visit to Mr:. Hirsch to be mede until just receatly.

I am enclosing & revort just received from our Cield
representative regarding dr. and ‘irs. Hirsch. As you will
see, their conditi m nas been zone into very thorou.nly
awid I belleve the best oossible arrangemsent inr Lhem has
been made.

Very siucerely yours,

(siined) Kathrym L. voadwin
' Aeting Director tocivl cervice Lilvision
Viseonsin kmergency relief Administrsti n



COPY (T)

SubjJect: Hirsch, John and Catherine _
Teylor County N'., iy f.l a%4

Sometime ego you referred to me a request from Mrs. Woodward
for an investigation in regard to this family.

* I epent October 26 and 27 in Taylor County and am glad to have had
the opvortunity of helping to strairhten out this diffieculty, The
Hirsch's are an elderly cowple who have been living for the past 14 years
on a 40 acre ferm near Medford. The land snd some stock and ecuipment
was purchesed in 1920 for $7450, $2000 being paid in cesh, The assessed
valuation on the ferm in 1333 vas $3120 and there is a mortgege of $4000
on the farm and a $500 mortgege on the stock, both of these mortgages
being held by Charles Mathey from whom the purchase was made, In
eddition the State Bank at Medford has a chattel mortgage of $180
and there is due Ur. Mathey interest to the amount of $604. The taxes
for 1923 are paid but the 1932 tax, amounting to $76.75 is unpaid, the
certificate having been sold to Mrs. Mathey. Besides the initisl invest-
ment Mr. Hirsch states that he has purchased $1000 worth of machinery,
has improved the buildings in the amount of $500 a.d has clesred and
proken 10 acres of ground.

The letter to Mrs. Roosevelt indicated that the mortgage was being
foreclosed; this, however, is not the case. Mr. and Mrs. Hirsch have
simply become so disc-uraged and so convincsd that there is nothing to
be galned by putting more time and effort into the place that they have
decided to give up and turn it over to their ereditora. I discussed
this situstion with them . and with Mr. Hirech's cousin, Vincent Hirsch,
cashier of the Stste Bark, and with Paunl Jentach, secretary of the
Taylor County Farm Loan Association, and am convinced that this is the
wisest course for them to pursus. Mr. Hirsch is 63 years old and ia
handicapped by varicose veins so that the physical labor necessaryo
operate the farm is a2lmost too great for him, Mra, Hirsch is bedfast
and 1t is necessary to employ someone to take cere of her; the 40 acres
is not an economical unit and the debt is too heavy for the place, Mr,
Hirsch has been further handicapped by the fact that his cattle are
infected with Bang's disease, against which he has been unsuccessfully
struggling for the past 5 years.

The Hirschs had planned to hold an auction October 30, 1934 and
dispose of most of their equipment, retaining only their household
furniture. They then plan to go to the home of Mrs. Hirsch's sister,

Mrs. Paul May, a widow, living in Medford. Mr. Mathey had visited them
the night before I arrived requesting their signatures to some sort of
paper, agreeing that if the amuction did not bring sufficient returns to
cover his chattel mortgage and the interest, they would assume payment at
a later date, and while they had not signed the paper they fully expected
to be held responsible for all this payuwent. After consulting Mr., Andremsonm,
the District Attorney, a meeting was arranged between Mr, Hirech and Mr,
liathey, and Mr, Mathey was persuaded to agree to accept payment of $250
from the proceeds of the auction and the deed to the palce in full settle-
ment of all his claims against the Hirschs, Mur, Vineent Hirsch, cashier
of the bank, agreed to make a similar dlscount on their mortgage of $180,




ol

This arrangement was a great relief to the Hirschs, who had bean
troubled and worried about their debt,

It was arranged with the Relief Department that glasses would be
provided Mrs. Hirsch after gshe has moved into Medford., It may be neceesary
that she be taken to Marshfield to have her eyes tested. In thie case
Ur, Vincent Hirsch agreed thet the relatives would be willing to pay the
embulance charges and the Helief Department will furnish the medical care
and glasses. The Hirschs received some relief last fall and early this
spring in the form of groceries and have been recelving medical care since
then,

I visited the home of Mrs, May and am assured that Mrs. Hirsch will
have a comfortable home, Mrs. May is much concerned about her brother
and sister in law and very eager to help them., She will glve Urs, Hirsch
her living room because it is sunny and pleasant and seems intent upon
doing everything she can for her., A niece across the road, who has had
some training in nursing, will come over to give hypodermice and other Care.

I am particularly glad that we were able to take time to go into this
matter, The Relief Department had not realized that they could do anything
beyond providing material relief and the Hirachs are really in a tragic
sltuation. Mrs. Hirsch became 111 with 7.B. of the bona four years after
her marriage and spent 8 years after that in the Marshfield Hospital,
having in all 22 operations performed in an effort to stop the disease,

One leg has been completely removed and abdominal onerations have been
performed, but she still suffers a great deal of pain, She is very eager
to save expense and administers her own hypodernics., A few years ago she
tried to do her housework in a Bami-reclining position in a whesl chair,
and states that everything he has made has gone to pay for her medical
care, He is spoken offas a hard working thoroughly honest man, It is
possible that the Hirachs would be subjects for rehabilitation. It might
be possible to supnly them with a little place on the edge of town where
they could have & cow and chickens. Mr, Hirsch is a carpenter as well as
a farmer and could get some odd Jobs to do. However, it mey be more
satisfactory for them to continue living with Mrs, Mey. The Relief
Department will be asked to follow it up.




COPY (cma)

Bslto, UMd
Set 21, 1.74

0CT4 1934

Deur Y¥rs, Roosswelt,

I would like to tell you sbout & very desr friend of nine,
with #wiom I huve been corresponding for twenty-five yoors.

Hor nume is Eatherine Hirseh, she llves in Yedford, “lse.
Mra, Hirseh lss been end invelild snd shut-in for teenty-elx yeurs,
Cannot selk, Spende most of the time in bed, purt of the tlme in a
wheal=chair.

i have nuwer scen ewch other, but look forssrd to 2 hep-
iy maating face to fuce some duy.

I hauve been writing to shut-ing slgee T w 5 17 ¢nd now I
em 5% yours old. It gove me plesours ao well 8 1t gouve thea wnd I
would love to send them s purp rise box pos :nd then. Thelr troublea
becioe my troubles anod thelr slessires macs me bao y. 1 aleced theam
s wuch ve scmwe friend vho assed avey in wy osn olity.

I b we reud 2o much of yowr belping otiwrs, s tuking so
much lmtervst ln their problems, T fecl =s Lf sobeys you fa your kiad
sey could scud some adwice or chvor to thie [oor .hut-in,

Mr, und ¥ra, Uirseh expeot to lose thelr 1Little firn of 40
w8, can not Keep up their interest. Hawve & §4000..00 heul lotate
Yortguge, the sspe party holds = Chut el Mortgeue of #5200, and tha
State Bank Liolds chettel mortgage of $130, on erscnul jroperty.
dould you be kind encugh to »rite to ther If there ls sonmethi:g they
gould do to save their home? It must bo & terrible fusr to hawe such
s thought comstuntly in omes aind. I would love to do somethlng now,
thsn the little I ocan, but for the jwct elght yeurs, I hive becan lame
snd cannot go out to ork. MNow I cennot svmd M 8. birseh 8 much ux 1
would like too.

Pleass do mot think this 1s o beg.lng letter, but if some of
y ur frieads could like to help the denr soul to ¢t enough money to-
gother to buy her new glasres shich she needs so budly, It ould be so
supreciated, Mrs, Hirseh is &« good Christian womun, she seldo- com-
rlaias and still finds so much to be thankful for., Sald prayer hus
helped her over many & fough spot. Her nume »nd sddress 1s =

Yru, Joha Hirsech
Medford, Wise.




COF¥Y (cma)

-f
flease do not think me forserd in «riting tea you, but T g thinking
and preying for s0me Jay out for oy friend, I £ .1 n my heurt, 1f 1¢
is in your POYST to help, you .111 do 8o, wnd God surely 111 guide
You. I thank you,

ilneers Ly yours,

(Miss) Lodts Maldeiys
791 Bunting 7iuee
Balto, d,




December 20, 1934 J.-"

LDe.r drs. #oodwards I
Tnang you so much for sending

we tue plctusresor the iittle plekanicuies

They certululy are cuncing wuu the President

Wad Very uuch aused by Lt.
I slways have tiwe for wuythiog

yuu cure to seud.

Very siunceraly yours, 5

a (.v'!l-'ll-l\ .r Feby Lk oy .{1 }y r

e L




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW. g

WASHINGTON a’/ A
5 "I._./\
\ |
December 18, 19354,

My dear Mrs. Scheider:

The enclosed letter which we have just received
from Ella 0. Agnew, State Director of Women's Work in
Virginia, is self-explanatory.

We lmow that you receive many foolish thinge but
the pickaninnies are right cute! Also we note that it
took three childran to bear the one name, Franklin Delano

Roosevelt.
- m

Ellen S, Woodward,
Director, Women's Work.

Mra. Malvina T, Scheider
Secretary to Mra. Roosevelt
The White House.




COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
11 SOUTH 1274 STREET

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

December 14, 1954

DEC 17 1971

k (L . v ]
Mrs. Ellen S. Woodward, i
1734 New York Avenue, MW,
Washington, D. C.

pear Mra, Woodward,

Some one came 1n from the fleld
bringing an attractive little phobograrh of three
namesakes of tle Prealdent.

I thought you would be interested
in seeing 1t and would pass 1t on for us. We
want to be sure that elither Mr. cr lMra. Hoosevelt
sees 1t.

I vislted Norfolk thias weelk and
they are asking if wyou can postpone your trip until
apon after the flrat of the year, when they belie ve
they will have something intﬂrastinp to show you.

They are planning a report of the
Service Centers to be sent you with ovr December
report. '

With the season's rreetinss and
best wishes for the New Year, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Cun & Gy

Ella G. Agnew,
3tate Director
EdA:mb Women's Work




COPY (caa)

Stnl Lﬂ'l.l.iﬂl iﬂ.
Hove lE, 1954

Mrs, Fraoklin D. Reosevelt, NOV 26 1934
: Leer Mrs. Rocsovelt:

48 I éid not kmow of any other way to get & letter to you I may
be doing wrong ULy writting this letter, es my husbond was working on
that Rellef work he hes been diecharged bp only made $10.30 cad thure
are three of ua in femily, He has 0.8 pay coming to hlia this Thure-
day. Now I have no coat or other ace uate clothing far the cold wonths.
I have been back for Hellef and uwy wisitor seid I hed snother pay and
I could get no relief. I wus going to take the check end buy wyself a
coat and if I do they won't help me I wonder if it would be sasking too
such if in any of your trawveling you had friemds thut ere throwing eway
old clothes, I could make over.

I anly he¥o a thin sweater to wesr which I got from charity last
winter. Aleo-ms [ am lame In one leg it makes it bLad for me to try to
do wark in which I would hove to stand st. Ly husband has never re-—
fused to work if on'y they would let him and get & moderste salary to
live on smd not half get by. If I could get & coat and some underwear
I would try to» find work myself Eut I would have to take my baby slong
mho ‘1s 5 yrs she right now he: mo wiater clotiiing and I slamply ceanot
get it from wy visitor, When I asked her ghe talks' to me like I was
tho dirt under her feet., So please don't make this public &s I have

5o such fadkh in you. I hope you wont thiak 111 of me for sritting you
But it is sickening to Le cold, hungry and not & penny in your hand
end have to depend on charity, because they will lct the remt get bed
hind and then wont pay it. WNell them the landlords usually hold the
belongings for the back reat. :

So hers is hoping I hear from you, and Oblige snd Hespect
Mary Ferley
20564 Waverly Pluce,

City.




§ . ( |
Junuary 11,1935 I"II k]

Dear Mras Woodwards

The ueed for clothiug
everywhere sevus to be becoumlug very
wuch greoters Inls fawlly evideutly
i3 wot on rekllef, They have euough to
sut wud bave sielter snd L thiuk souud
hoowat s to tue clothiuy situation and
the bedaing. Could you have uau lnvestli-
gator vislt thew wud see 1L auytiiing can
be arrenged to meet tuds situationl
Inis couddtion seews from wy wsil to be
growing everywhere.

Very siucerely yours, 510

Mrs. Ellen B. /Waod.ward

. Letter I‘rcm}/lru. Joseph Premo
Mussena, N.Y. — ——




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHMNSOM BUILDING

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW,
WASHINGTON

. January 17, 1935,

My dear Mra. Scheider:

You sent us sometime ago a2 letter from
Mrs. Mary Farley of 5t. Louis, Missouri, and
8 report which we have just re-
celved on this family.

x__}_h“

It is reslly heartening to find that
80 many instances like this the Relief Adm tra-
tion of the state involved has been alres looking
after the needs of the families.

Very sincerely yours,

i)

, Ellen S.'oodward, .

T—Birector, Wonen's Work,

Mrs. Malvina T. Scheider
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The White Housa.




CUPY (mtm) (Came with Brunner letter of 1-15-34)
|

COPYX
St. Louis, Missouri
January 10, 1335

JAN 171935
RE: FARLEY, Thomas =1872
Mary -1908

Merlens =1930
2054 Waverly Place (White)

Miss Lucille Bruner,

Missouri Relief and Raconstruction Commissicn,
417 Esst High Street,

Jefferson City, Missouri

My dear Miss Bruner:

We are sorry that our report pertaining to the letter which our client, Mrs.
Mary Farley, wrote to Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt, has been so long delsyed.

The family, composed of Mr. end Mrs. Farley and daughter Merlene, lives in one
large furnished room. Mr. Ferley, who is now unemployed, was on a Work Relief
job from April to November, 1954. When placed on the Work Reliefl job, the
tudget was carefully discussed with him and it was agreed that with the $10.80
a week they could menage their ordinsry expenses including £3.50 rent, $4.50
groceriss, $.70 cerfare, $.75 lunches and still have $1.35 left for incidentals
and small srticles of clothing. Supplementstion for larger ertlcles of clothing
wes given, The family seemed unable to meke an sdjustment to their income.

They eontinually telephoned or came to the office stating that their money wos
gone and that they needed & grocery order to logt until payday.

According to a definite plen, relief was not glven until one week after Mr.
Farley was laid off, since each pay was to last cne week. At the end of that
time, we &ssumed responsibility for rent and groceries so that thelr needs have
been consistently met st ell times.

We have not discuseed employment with Mrs. Ferley because she has the four yesar
old child at home. Then too, she is so obese we feel she would be uneble to
sacure work.

Since Mrs. Farley had & good sweater, was not working, and 1t was not necessary
for her to leave the home much, we felt that it wes advissble to postpone pur-
chesing m coat for her until they were cheaper. She is gsuch an enormous size
that 1t was impossible to find e second-hand coet. Arrangements were made for
her to take advantage of the Jenuary coat sales. We presume she has secured her
coat by this time.

We hope the above information is patisfactory.
Very truly yours,

/s/ (Miss) L.C. Hhue,
Superintendent, District 8




- FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING o
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW,
WASHINGTOMN

Ao

My dear Mre. Schelder:

A little while ago we received from the
Fhite House, with no letter attached, & long hand-
written letter to Mrs. Roosevelt fmml)d:rs. Mary S.

Martin ff Wise County, Virginia,

You did not ask for a report on this, but
it 1s so typlesl of what sc often happens I thought
you would like to have the file, so I em sending you
& copy of Mrs. Martin's letter and a copy of the re-
port on the aitustion.

cerely yours,

1Y

Ellen 3. Wogdward,

Enclosures.

Mrs. Melvina T. Scheider,
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt,
The Thite House




Va, City, Va.
Feb., 14.

MAR 7 # 1935

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt,

I s just a poor mountain Masionary, but my heart
is 1-7 warm toward the poor ignorant people. I will have finished
my 13th year in this field first Sunday in Mey next, I work under
the Abingdon presbytery of the Southern pregbyterian Church. I have
been heart sore over the way this relief money has been handled, hare,
and I em snolosing these letters whioh will identify me, The Gov, of
Vo, is my friend, he gave me the first $26.00 on my little Ford when
I oame to this fleld, ke is the largest Stookholder in this Lama
County where I live, The Va., Iron and Coal Company lease the coal
rights, This plant has not been working for several years and 1 have
besn so anxious to ses some kind of a plant here that would give
these pecple permanent smployment, 'hat will they do when this rellef
stope?! Worse off than ever., The main thing we have thought of, 1is
our over=all factory, Ve are right hers in the heart of the coal
fields, whers they wear nothing but over=alls. Empty houses a plenty
for them to liwve in buildings for menufsoturing elsctricity, Invest
this noney where it will be lasting,

: We are trylng to get them to farm and plant everything
possible, I sm sending you a little ploture of myseli at TO yeurs,
January 19th, ouwr great Osnerals birthday too, (Lee) and this is my
house, the Coal Comppmy enmlarged and have pald no rent since comming
to it. I sm also sending you ploture of priwvate bus, vhat carried
356 of my children in my Mission Field to High School, pass my door every-
morning, The D.A.R, in Philadelphia have sent me $16,00 per mo, for
three years to help operate this bus., I hawve built three new Chapels,
ons hers whare I osme, bullt 406 years ago. I attended four Sunday
schools on SBunday, teach four Bible Classes, and oome back home for
& little prayer mesting in my hame,

Can you suggest we oould do to change conditions?
How I would lowve to talk to you minutes, I was told of a fanily
yosterday starving and not s days work will they ;ive them, A family
living right here under my view, a new baby expected not a rag to put on ity
the welfars woman was notified, said she had no baby clothes, but went
to a store and bought her two gowns T9¢ per gown, and told the man he
would have o work it out, le told me, he werked 25 hours, for two small
pairs of over=alls, two sweaters to wear #ith Shem, and a few other things,
There do you think I got the baby olothes? Right thers Washington, Mrs.
James Trimble 1814 Carncn 8¢, Mrs Jemes Trimble is & banker and elder in
central Fres, chrenele,

If you are at all interssted call Mra, Trimble, by phone,
thay ean tell you about my work, The men tell me, The waman in charge tells




the men when they apply for work. Says will you trade at my brothers
store? If you will, I'll see you get work, They gave a man wark,

that had two farms, and no children, and was ocarried and hidien several
tifies for being drunk (Saw files,) These sewing wooms are a failure in iiise
Co. I tell you my deer it costs more to get thidr little to them than

it helps. Those men should he paid enough to get their olothes, and
garden seed and let them trade where they oan get it the cheapest, Think
-of the cost of handling the food and olothing and whan they glve it

to them they have %efwork it out, and nothing to 1ive on while they are
working., Vhat did these people do before, who never worked onm publie
works? Farmers on their little mountain farms., I wish you could just
see, what I see, I am no calamity howler, and not a pérson to report
anyoneIidid not oall any names, but conditions are sad, I have clothed’
this mother and three of the little children where the baby is expeoted.

My hand is lame, and just had to get this out ofnqrrt-.
If you oan help us, please do, May I msk that you return the letters.

I saw you at "White Top" sumer befors last, I'm just an atam in these
mountaing but my heart beats warmly for these poar people, all good
wished' for you and our good Pregident,

Mrs, Mary 5. Martin




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER=-JOHNEON BUILDING

1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW. |
WASHINGTON e

dpril 20, 19356

My dear Mrs., Scheider!

On March 9th you sent us the attached
letter f 8, Edith A, f Detroit, and
I'm pure Urs. ogevelt will be interested in reading
the report on the case.

Sincerely yours,

ﬂ&};}—‘_m&&;;—_%

Director, Women's Work

Mras. Malvina Bﬁalﬁr.
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt,
The White House.




6461 Vinewsod

»
Letroit, !dah,
Feb, 2:, 1538,
To Mrs, Elingr Hoosevelt, b/ e e
ihite Houss, S e Ut
1“-'11-““' D, C,

Dear kra, Roocsevelt,

My grandfather 's father fought in t}e ano.‘luttam.ry var
under George hlhhgtm“dat the Satioclusion of the Her oy reat
rondfather wyy hlﬂhyll'.ﬂlhlngtmtu:nhmmdh-nsnndlhn

ﬁ

Imm weodering Mry, Roosevelt whether slavery wug &bolished
at the Sonolusion of thet Var,

I am & nother of four ohildren, I-Y oldest and ineidentally
By only daufhter Clemetine Edith 4nna Johnson 1§ years old, hag recontly
entersd Vayns University of this city, My youngest, a 7 manths pl4
baby boy is named after my maternal randfather only | didn't 1ike Juneg
bub I Mnmmhn-unubﬂ ladisan and 4o that is Bobirfis namy,

X %obby and my rumnnmtlmnm like colored
boys, and ir Jou think bank Jou will reeall that there 1y g Feason why
e colared people of African desosnt show our | hite blood,

#hulhuhu:-nrﬂulur“ﬂnﬁmntﬂﬁ.

hihl,ﬂ-tﬂ-rlulhu,m-ﬂulmur
-m-mt.-,nmumum. H-n-h-tmtlnlhrnh 1933,

I represent the 3rd Eoneration of musiclans on By maternal

side,




Page 2

Wrs, laura P, Agborn, member of the Detrolt Braid of
Eduoation for the past 10 years, well tell you that I imow By "Plana"
Ihnﬂhudﬂh.ynhmlhﬂmhﬂmmﬂ.umpimrwm
peat twenty years.

: I applisd in Degember for a chanoe to te.ch in this 8,E.H.A, pro=
gram, Ihmndumxwtmﬁhgmhhwmamprinmuunt
*pace, Am I a negro? I oan't say. My father was 4 fronoh + lndian
and { white, My mother's mother and father were # white, i Negro, so what
& IT 1 cannct sagpy

To make a long story short I was denled the opportunity to teach
booause my husband eerns $100 per month, he is stationsd 250 niles oy,
Must pay 81,00 a day for board and room $30 per month, Ihat leaves 70
for all our expenses who oun live om Hwt with lard 17¢,1b, bLaoon 27¢ 1b,
butter 42¢ 1b, eto,?

Mrs, Searls olaims I smm not eligible to teach Leoa.we my
husbend is workdng., Yet lrs, Carr, a very satimable ludy hus charge
of this program hsre, and she told me that she drives her huaband baok
snd forth to work, Eny mmber of my soquaintances are tenching und their
husbands are alsa working,

Why the unfairnesst ihy are cheaters allowed to cheatt

I-Mnmilmm@hﬂﬂﬁﬂutmﬂllhlpuhut
I'm writing just the sams,

My husband bought me an elesotrie sewing machine (paid down on
it) and so I sew, I teach those I oan got, my duughtor takes subsoriptions
for the Ladies Home Journal slo, Wy boys mell the iree 'ress mnd olean Anow
also do odd jobs, but how ean I kesp my girl at Viayne? I must ot #17
together by the Bth Mareh, §th April and Bth of Vay.

Money donsy to you I realise is not socarca, yot I realicze alss
that from what I have read of you that 1rrmh-dllpm,umtuﬂinl.-§1
believe you sould spend it quickly for good oauses.

I greatly disagresd with your attitude toward suoking and
drinking, I do not feel 1t is right for girls to msoke beoauss with
goes drinking with drinking ;oos insensibliity with insensibility rides
lhﬂdll!.dll.ﬂthim:'m dusghter to boawt of not eve her self re=
apect,

Yours sinceraly,
Edith A. Johnsom




STATE ELERGIHCY TWELFARE RNLIEF COItTISSION
OF MICHIGAI
609 City lational Bldg,

Lansing

April &, 1085

lrs, Bllen S. Woodward " APR 5 1935

Director, liomen's iork
1724 Mew Yook Avenue, W,
Hew Yori, lew York

Iy dear lys, Voodwnrd:

At the request of Lr. William Habes, to wham you vrote on larch
20 concerning a letter which irs, Edith A, Johnascn, 5451 Vinewood svenue,
Detroit, 14chigan, had addressed to lra. Rocsevelt, I nm ndvising you of
the manner in which this case wms handled,

Y¥ra, Ruth Searle, liayne County Uirector of York Relief in
Eduention, visited the Johnson home at 4 ofclock in the afterncen, thus
meeting all the children as well as the mother, She wns nble to confirm
all the statements lirs, Johnson nade to lira, Roosevelt except that relat-
ing to employment of two members of the seme femily in soveral relief
cases of lrs. Johnson's acqugintance. Lirs, Johnson was vnwllling to
zive the names of the persons involved.

¥rs,., Searle's renort indicates that she met all lira,., Johnaon's
questions ond fears in a tactful way. She explained that coler of ap=
plicants must be noted for purposes of placement; she recited FLllA re=
gulations to show why lira, Johnson is not eliglble for work relief in
education; she described Freslman College and student aid rropgrems. Yhe
latber were particularly intercsting to lrs, Johnson because her chief
worry seems to be that her daughter, Clementine, rey not be able to con=
tinue in school,

It wus lirs, Searle's impression that lyrs, Johnson would onjoy
contacts cutside of the home which temporarily (she has a baby 7 months
old) she is foroced to forego, However, lirs, Searle thinks she succooded
in changing lirs, Johnson's attitiade to one nore friendly to the reliefl
Nroprum,

I am enclosing a copy of Mrs, Searle's letbter to ua, If you
think of other steps we might take at this end of the line, please ad=-

vise ne,
Vory truly yours,
: /8/ Orin V., Kaye
Orin W, Hoye
Mreoctor of Fmergency Lducantion
0Kl




YIAYYE COUNTY EMERGENCY RELTEF COLI{ISSION
5656 Clinton Street
Detroit

larch 20, 1035

ir.Orin V. Koye

Director of Emergency Ldueation
709 Prudden Building APR 51935
Lansing, Eichipgan e D

Re: lire. Ddith A, Johnson
5451 Vinewood Awvenue
vatroit, lichignn

Dear 1, Hoye:

The writer enlled on Irs. Ddith Johmeon in resnonse to your requcst of larch 27
for the purpose of investipating the family situation, The call wms mode at
4 plelock in the afternoon whon the mother and oll the childron vore ot home,

l'rs. Johnson was quite surprised at the response to her lebier stating that she
hedn't expectod & reply of any lkind, The hame was very, very dirty and qu ite
cold, One of the boys wns atbepting to btuild a fire in the ™wrnace wlwn the
writer cnlled, lirs, Johnson apolipized stating that very often durling the doy
her fire would go out and it was difficult to pet it sterted agaln, TIrom all
indientions, she wus sreparing to do gome laundry vork because there were plles
of dirty clothes in the dining room,. ?

(me of lirs. Johnson's preatest worries is that her daughtor, Clanentine, may not
be able to continue classes in scliool bocause of lack of funds. She had never
heard of the !reshman College progrum until it was explained by the writor;
neither, did she lmow anything about part tine employment for otudents in collejes.

lra, Johnson teaches plano, Clamontine sells mcpusines, both of the boys have
paper routes and l&r, Johnson has steady emiloyment in 'iverett, lichigan and drives
hane 4o visit with his femily every cecond veelk,

the writer explained to lrs, Johnson “hat it is nccessmuy to note the golor of
appliconts with & view to placencnt (there would be no nistal:ing the fact that
the Johnson family sre colorade= thoy are all quite darl, clthough, they lack the
heavy negroid exoressions that save colored scople have),

the vriter questioned lurs. Johnson aboubt hnso friends sMan she stabes are teach-
ing on the Shi. 'wo ram where other manbors of the fauily are emiloyed and lrs,
Johnson stotod they wero friends ond she did not 1llle to exnoze them,

e vriter spent some time in the hare wund exploained to les. Johnuon Just why
under owr nresent poliey she is not cortiliable lor an SINLL Job.

L]




e situabion swamed up is probably thiag
liko. house work, Sheo is tled dovm wdth o
this responsibility for a iumber o- yonrs
She would 1ilte to et our of hor hame and
foresd to drop,

The writer uzreed with lrs, Johnson that
but convineed her thut the solution to ha
SIY. emnloyment,

RE41P

irs. Johnsan very ovidontly does not

Joung baby afbte hiaving: been
and she fecls wvery aorry Tor
hus b ean

d=
i

renov cont.cts &

A

her situntion is rot

sha

free of
wraelf,

f
i

oo arring one,

r problen is somctline other thon

Sincerely yours,

I's. Duth Zenrrls
County Director
Wark Roliel in Dduea

4
b

i
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CUMMOMYEALTH OF VIRGIMNIA
EMERGENMCY RELIEF ACDMINISTRATION
11 South 12th Street
RICHMOND, VIRGIKIA

April 2, 1855.

Mrs. Ellen 8. Weoodward,

Director, Women's Work,

Federal Emergency Rellef Administretion,
17454 New York Averme, NV,

Weshington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Woodward:

fe have your letter of March 8th vhieh ircluded
4 letter from Mrs. Martin of Wise County which had been
sent to Mrs. Roosevelt and which you forvarded to us.
te are sending you & copy of & report which our Senior
C..se Worker sent to us regerding the situation in hise.

It would seem that the difficulties are ironed
out and Mra. Murtin is satisfied that we are trying to
help all families who are in need in that county.

Very sinccrely yours,

/8/ Ruth Beker

(Miss) Ruth Baker,
o Asst. Director Sociul Service.
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Vigs Rath Balzer,

Lesl, Dipactior Soonis] Larviea,
ul:lllﬁl"li_lhth":-_‘r' Reliaf J'llr]||:]|jfl‘:;j‘!]‘t":.'u‘
11 South 12th Etreal,

Eiahtomt, Vi relinia,
I denr Ligs Dalwr:

Tour letler of farals 19 heg s .an recsivaed pnd I hwve nedle
TN rOu R i---_l-a.'l riag ragurding tha arilictisw which huy baan 14 poetad
Loward 1ha ¥, 2. B, A, hera in ise Countar, Tnr aro Pissionery friand,
Erss Zery 8. Hertine I have ulso had ihe privilaca of paebing snd
digongsing ut\__n;ui by rome Jencth onpe frrogram with her.  In this WAy,
thera hinve byen quite a pavber of the misunderstsn inrs ironad ank,

i

In oongidering 1 criticd m ofPerad, we mat leap in

iiril that Lira. Parktin is in her seventice end sha is Fimlin: 1
pite AAPCTenlt to pab around lo st the howas of tho 18
ara aitending her echools and chapels. She hios 8 prapl inlewrast in
i lding up something construciive end s exertine o P luetios nf
an uplitEive netura wiong the people vith whom she worlse. She hes
been loemted in the pertienler vioind B of Vieinia City for the
post thirlbeen years snd wlthou h she s interasted in the peopla iy
this seetion, she finds i, Aiffiemlt o wake horas aontashs end
Cﬁl]E{'HI'hT. (.‘.'l'flTI"n.'.Hf:'{.E in llJ'i]HT‘ s ‘.rf'l.‘_i r\;’ tha E‘.:f!‘.'.ull.u,”'.Ls i i '|:r‘|‘r ‘:.|:|t'|
recda vho coma la her raqmesting assistance, In hap paviinnler
oush, 1t is -:1!:51;& neturnl f'or hinr ko r-lj.]n;‘_-'.t min 393(;1]"1;”-11.-.- Mor
the people with whow she is sequeinted, end she has, e I ander-
stund, mede any mnaler of pllennts 1o inflveras our Cese nr-ars

in the Lipps iMstrict so that they should pive direct efd to the
recple whio come to hor Tor halpe  In meny instencas, the feaks
connected with the cases the hes referred ia gy, bnve not werrerted
our helping these cases wnd wa lLiove rejected them, mmech 4o hor
dissetisfecticn. Due Lo her wge which has nnde it Hitionlt Lo
investigate her casos adequately and her sazercess Lo ba of halp tho
the peopls of ler mission, she ling ollen confusad the lanls.

. A8 you will mes, in tha t4rd parasrarh of har lattar
10 Lre. Roosavelt, she aontimelly ralars 1o B Penl et B i
ma 151d her this snd thel end she lins La'rapn the say-so af the
olient es lwing the aobual aanditions. As foy the netarnity case
which she stuter we did wvary 14tile Lor, wnd hich provpdad 1he
loyette frum lrse Jomes Trivile, I heve wnde n parsonal invesii-
gation in this home end found that vhal she said 1s ot brue,




Fope 2 = | ! i

The alient's nema is “oorge Hyatbs <+ wenl, parsnnelly with lirs.
Comarm wrd Lias Bolton to Wils Lome snd Namd {hak e 1ayalle,
sheels and povme lnd heen yiven lo ilrs, Dyatt for tha 1irkh of
the baby. In uestioning Vrs. Fyatl, I discoverad that |.re.
Pertin hod not bsen in har YLona for pver o yaer,  1r, Myall tiad
mentlonad the faet thet his wife vies expenbing o batne ond poted
Ure, Lartin 87 she coauld halp. 4G the Eipe 1heh the layatte and

" the other srticles sont lar irs. lartin, cane to the Tyetl hane,

wa hed piven har e leyette and snffielunl waterisl in miieine=
Lion of tha child, Ue nlso saw that she was ablended in Ler
delivery by e eampetent physicien. 4&s for relisf, hin Perily has
been petting the weaximum swount - £ avary thing, worl and Jdirael
raliel, wiich vm hed gvaileble to plva. /e krow this leg nob
Leen entirely sufficient tut there §s no resson for sospleink
bacause of other femilies receivine wora Wien this pertieulur
Pemily hee wnd s recaiving.

4s for the spenifie chorje which is wede thal ~uly
thesa cnses sre allowad to work vho deal ab 1he sbire cuned Ly
the lLrother of one of our Junlor Tieitors, I heve vede nomarous
inquiries end find that this is u rMuar vith not the lemsk 1it of
truth connected with 1ts I hawe lUie preatest sonfidence 1n he
Judgnent and honesty of I'iss Bolton end I'rs. Comsnn end ey
enjoy the ermfidence ol the majority of peonle who lmow vwhel our
work consists ofs Ik is true Lliet some jeonle vho Yeve heen
rajecled have spreed this rumor abbenpting to ham our Tisit ra.
Ihare is also a metter of politics which comes intn the tquastion,
"iss Eolton s a Requblican, vheress lirs. Lartin is & Denmoraet,
It mey Le thal this has ssmething . do vAth Iirs. artin's
faelinys towerd the work bein; Jdone ly i iss Tolton. MAs Per es
I gon Misoover, there is nn expresslon of polikios on “he paerk
of Liss Bolton end there is 1o way in wiloh she o mi'als pesple
to trade at her brolher's stores in anler 46 vadiitein the olient's
status of relief, In order to dispel sny question in this re-
epact, we are making a notice on all our lork Assl ronent Shoets
to the effect that cur mem 341l e paid Iy checks and thet Hiose
checks can be cashed end jurcheses mede at eny plece which mipht
ba olosen by the elients.

In regard to the ‘sewiny roims, it wes sxpleined 1o lrs,.
l'artin that we can produce only & limited smount of elothing tut
thet we are providing work for a large narbar of wowven, lhe 1o
limitationus of the smount of elething, 1t might seem that tha
sewing rooms were not providing sufficient quantity Lo Lae o1 re
of the needs,

|
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I trust that vhat I have said exvleine the situation

+8 far as I have been abl
If {hare are any othar or

& to rather the feots iu my :nvestiration,

iticisis vhich are nade o our oreanize=

tion, T shull anpraciate lwving theiny, in arder to clasy 1o Ay

nl sundevstanding ,

With parsonel

AVB/rh

ooy
Liss l'aude Lvans,
Field Suporvisor,
EBmerceney Raliel “ndn
Abinpdon, Virpinia,

lagt wi shws, I reupin,

Tours very =i nearaly,

ALBERT 3 DS EITGER

| 1
Senior ¢

sa Tolrar,

islration,




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW,
WASHINGTOMN

April 27, 1935 : a

Dear Mrs. Roosawvelt:

Won't you please ask the President to emphasize in his
tallk Sundey night thet employable women on relief will receive
their falr proportlon of jobs in the new program. I think
this is lmportant Mre. Roosevelt, for when Civil Works was
initiated, many people, including otherwise intelligent state
aedministrators interpreted the statement "four million men
will be put to work® to mean literally men and not men and
woman. It took weeks of effort and thousands of wires and
letters to correct the erronecus impressions.

Today I have had local and long distance calls from
a number of women comnected with national orgenizations ask-
ing whether or not women on relief rolls were golng to be
glven a chance for Jobe in the new program. Although assurance
has been glven them by us, I think 1t would be & very fine
thing if the President would meke some reference to this
matter, relleving the anxlety which now exists among many
women. &lnce the projects mentioned in the press have been
mainly projects on which enly men work, there is much un-
easiness felt by women all over the country.

I feel apologetic about writing you along this line
for you are always on the alert to sefeguard the welfare of
needy women. I thought I should tell you, however about the
letters, wireg and phons calls I have recelved.

My best wishes,

e %

’
Director, Women's Work

Mra. Franklin D. Hoocsevelt
The White House




FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
- 1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW, |
WASHINGTON | /

. May 27, 1935

My dear Mre. Rocsevelt:

I thought you would like to remd the i
enclosed correspondence rugnrd:l.:i.ﬁ Galen Allen, of
Harold, Eentucky, who wired you on May 6th. It
ie gratifying to note the sssistance that is being
glven in this case, which is apparently a very
worthy one,

Sincerely yours,

Ellen S. Woodward,
Director, Women's Work

. Mrs. Franklin D, Roosevelt,
The White House,




Federal Emergency Reliefl Adainiatratl

Louisville, Kentuoky

Moy 21, 1936

LAl d
WORK DIVIZION F E R A

9
Miss Ellen 8. Woodward MAY 2 4 1935

Direotor Woman's Work

Federal Emergenoy Eelisf Administratiom
1734 Yew York Avenus, H. W.

Washington, D.C.

Doar Miss Woodwards
REs ALLEN, Galen
Harold, Yentusky
We are smclosing in duplicate, mdditional information

regarding Galen Allsn, in whom Mrs. Franklin D.
Rocsavelt is inbarested.

Binoerely,

{iu‘W l }iAjhdJﬁb+wﬂ

t'?ll} 7+ Washbom
Boolal Service Dirsetor

LT3 AMLyar
€C = Plkeville AL




KENTUCKY EMERGENCY RELIEF ADMINISTRATICH
c
0 FPlkeville Ares Floyd County
P
b 4 Prestonsburg, Fentucly,
Post Office Box 26 ;
May 17th,1835,

ROCLIVED Weum:'sS CECTION
#HEK DIVISION F E.R.A
Mrs. Lucy J. Washbon, MAY 2 4 1935

Sccial Service Diractor,
Kentucky BEmesrgency Rellef Administration,
Louisville,Kentue' v,

Re: Allen, Calen
Harcld, Kentuchy.

Dear Mys, Washbon:

Mr. Allen is the btoy in whan Mrs, Roosevelt was interested.
The tovm raised encugh money to send him 4o Arizona, Oiti-
zens appealed to us to help kecp him there., We ngreed at
once to supply work relicf in the hane whicl ie border-line,
and regquested that all or part of tho muney be forwarded this
Yyoung man.

Home Visitor states thet the boys Father refuses to mve

his name on relief rolls at all, and would not pemit her to
take the application. Hence, thus far, it l: only a service
case with us,

An interestod citizen hus assured me he vwill notify me where
they boy locates. I will then requcet you to get in touch
with tha office there and aek that sanmc sssistance bo ziven
H—m; =

Will keep you n tified ubp our contacts with the case,
Cordially yourc,

Wilma G, May
Relief Worlar

o o G ] el B A S




HARRY L. HOPKINS

ADMIHISTRATOR

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 HEW YORK AVENUE NW.
WASHINGTON, D, C,

[ g A

S
reonal a July 16, 1935

My dear lMrs. Roosevelt:

I am very eager to have a talk with
you about the appointment of a State Director
of Women's Work for New York. WMr. Herzog will
goon bo recommending somecne and I would like
to have your suggestlons and guldance before
anything definite is dons.

I had & talk with Mra. 0'Day last week
about this same mat and she has promised to
think about this glve me the benefit of her.
advice.

It 15 too bad to intrude upon your
much needed vacation, btut I feel the need of
your help very much. It 1s so lmnortant to
sacure the right person now.

Would you please let me heer from you?
If you would prefer to discuss the matter with
me personally I would be glaod to go anywhare
you puggest to meet you for even a few minutes
talk.

I hope you are getting a little rest.
My best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Franklin D. Hoosevelt
The White House




September 4, 1935

My dear Mrs. Woodward:

Mra. Roosevelt will be glad
to buy the hooked rug made b [

Pearle K-nnggﬁ of Waterbupy, Vermont.

ever, shio has forgotten the price. _
Will you be good enoupgh to let her ;
know #wow much 1t 1a?

Very sincerely yours,

Seoretary to
Mra. Roosevelt.

Mrs. Ellen 8. Woodwerd

Federal Emergency Relief Administration
'lllhilﬂtﬂll. D C.

DD
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FEDERAL Eumtuuﬂ' RELIEF ADMINISTRATION
WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW.
WASHINGTOMN

"jI\ '}

August 29, 1935 f
by

. 3 (

/

) LJ ({ ! I.’F
Uy dear Mrs. Scheider: : ’i JJ/H 46

In complicnee with your letter of Awust &

¥

8th we are forwarding nerewith a report received from 'I-
the Director of Women's Wark in Verwont, concerning
the hooked rug mede by Miee Fearle Eennedy, of Vaterbury,

Vermont.

If you desire any further information ebout

the rug we shall bve happy to write for it.

: Y, o Jortian D

Ellen 5. Voodward,
Assistant Administrator,

Mrs., Uelvinz Schelder,
Secretary to Mra. Ruu:wult
The White House.




COFY (1)

STATE OF VERMONT
EMERGENCY HMLIEF AL:IVISTRATION.
HONTPELIER

August 26, 1935

Yre, Ellen 5. Woodward,
Assistant Aduinistrator, WPA
1724 Yew Yori Avenue, W, W.
Washington, D. C.

Uy desr Mra, Woodward:

On Tuesday, August 20th, I drove un to Watersury to see
Uies Kennedy and inspect the rugs, I find that she doas not
live in Weterbury althouwsh her sddresa is Waterbury, R. P. D,,
tut on a farm in Horth Iuxbury socout five miles from Waterbury
villege, We drove out there over a narrow, winding, country
roa¢ only to find Mies Kennedy eway from home enjoying the un-
usuel oleesure of an sutomotile trip with soume friends,

I looked st her rugs snd my conclusion wes thut the work-
wanship wes excellent out the color ond nroportion of the
design not o cood. On Saturday afterncon, on my way home, I
went to North Duxbury egein and nad a nice chat with Miss
Eennedy. She lives in a tiny house at the edge of o wood and
in svite of very cluttered and uncoufortable surroundings, wes

cheerful and hapoy. She is crippled as n{nmlz,_nf_intmm s
parzlysis out is attractive and intelligent.

Mics Kennedy is handicaymed in meleing her ruge by lack of
materials =s she has to depend upon donations of waolen scrans
ond cennot alwoys select the colors vhich she likes, I felt
that her prices were rather high but she said th-t thoy were set
by the young woman who has charge of the handicraft work for the
erizpled polio victims and were in line with wrices nsked for
similsr work done by other cripmles throw hout the 'ntnta.

With Mise Kennedy's peruission I took several of her rugs,
including the one scout which she wrote to Mre. Roosevelt, home
with me so that I migcht have the bvenefit of the esnert ooinion
of an sunt of wine who is herself a collector of such rugs and
unon whose taste and judpment I con rely. She sgreed with me
that the worlamanshin is unususlly fine, especially in the large
rug in which Mra, Roosevelt is interested, Her criticism of
it is that the colore are a Lit dull and the proportions not
nerfect., The rug has a narrow blaclk corder. The design is that
of a whaling vessel, done in grey outlined in ulack, ng=inst




Mre., Ellen 5. Woodward----2 Avgust 26, 1935

a vackground of shades of ton., Tiere are touches of bright
blue, yellow, end brown., The ru, is hooiced in whet we lmow
as the "ribbon stitch" which is Lesutifully done. We both

feel that if Wrs. Roosevelt ouys the rug she will e petting

a nlece of excellent worlmanship even though the colors could
oe imoroved.

I have this morning returned the rugs to liss Kennedy,
excent one smell one which I was able to sell for her, I have
written out the sugrestions made vy my aunt for immrevin, her
work and 1 am trying to secure more matericl sna find a better
market for her. I wes very much imuressed by hner nluck and
courage and her apparent ability to rise avove her surroundings.

Please express to Mrs. Hoosevelt my thanks for this
opportunity of serving her,

Sincerely yours, .
[e] UARY JEAW SIIPSON

Director, Vomen's Division, VLRA




November 16, 1935

My dear Mras. Woodward:

I thdnk for e national
advisory committee that Mrs. June
Hemllton Rhodes, 366 Fifth avenue,
New York City, and Mrs. Mary Dillon
of the Consolideted Gas Compeny of
Brooklyn, mould be two good people.
Mre. Dillon is a Hepubliocan but
very forwerd looking. I think 1t
would be a very pood i1dea to have
men also on the committee.

I will send you any other
suggeetione I ocwn think of.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ellen 8. |1ﬂ'andward

F.EHols
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION ;| - CER

WALHER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,

WASHINGTO .
HARRY L. HOPKING i T e

ADMIM LS TRATORN

[ 2
v (l s
el o (

My dear Mrs, Roosevelt! \

Becently I have been discussing with Mr, Hopkins plans for appointing
a national advisory commlttee to ssmimt us with the direction of the
women's work program., I bellieve the time has arrived when we should
consider future objectives very carefully:; I am especially eager to
have this committee deviee waye and means 1f possible for preparing
at least some of the women mseigned to work projecte to go back into
private industry. Mr. Hopkins agrees with me that it would be very
helpful to have such a group.

I am at present preparing a list of names of women whom we should con-
glder for membership on thie committee, I should appreciate it so
much if you could take a little time to give some thought to this
matter and pass on to me nemes of persons who you think would be
suitable in this capacity.

I feel that tke group should be kept as small as possible but of cource
]l realize that there are meny excellent organigations which must be
represented soc that it will probably turn out to be & fairly sizeable
committee. Do you feel it would be wise to appoint a few cutstanding
men, for instance, industrialists who could leglecally be expected to
make constructive efforts to work out plans for placing some of our
women back in private employment?

My Reglonal Directors of Women's Activities are at the present time
helping me to select state advisory committees; we shall be ready very
soon to confirm these appointments.

I am starting on Wednesday morning, November 13th, for a short trip,

in the course of which I shall make contacts with the Directors of
Women's Activities in most of the western statees and in one or two other
states en route. I shall stay for a week in Salt Lake City, from there
1 go to San Francisco and Los Angeles, and then back by way of New
Mexico, Texms, COklahoma, and Arkansas,

I shall be back here in Washington during the first week in December. If
you should have any messages for me my asaistant, Mise Agnes S, Cronin,
will be glad to transmit them to me promptly since, of course, I am going
to keep in close touch with headquarters.

Very sincerely yours :"
o e

Assilstant Administrator
Mra, Franklin D, Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.




. C WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION |

WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,

HARRY L. HOPKINS IR W :r

AN IETRATOM
December 17, 1935

Dear Mrs, Schelder:

I thought Mrs. Roosevelt might like to see the

attached file of correspondence with. Mrs. Gledys
Wiilder Smith of Sweinsboro, Georgia. It includes

the original letter from Mrs. Smith referred to us,
which you may remember wos guite criticel of the
Administration, a copy of our reply, and Mra, Smith's
answering letter. We were much gratified by the

very favorable change of attitude showm in Mrs. Smith's
gecond letter.

Miss Jone Ven de Vrede, State Director of Women's
Activities for Georgia, was in the office yesterday
and told me there is a good posaibility that krs.Smith
will be given a position in the Commodity Distribution
Division. :

_Eiﬁﬂll[rﬂu._

T T A

Ellen S, l‘ll'qodla:ﬂ
Assistent Administrator

Mre. Malvina T. Schelder
Secretary to Mrs. Roosevelt
The White House

-
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