WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE MNW.

WAS O, C.
HARRY L. HOPKINS oo

ADIH IETRATOR

October 19, 1958

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt |
The White House

Dear Mra. Hoosevelt:

This ia in reply to your letter of
Ootober 13 about Donald Jeffrey Hayes of Atlantic
City, some of whose poetry was enclosed In your
letter.

I have talked to Mr. Henry Alsberg, the
Director of the Federal Writers' Project, about thls,
and I feel sure that it will be posalble to employ
Mr. Hayes on the Writera' Project in North Carclina.
Mr. Alsberg is going to look into this for me imme-

diately. |
} ’}v{'/-»f/ Z(/ﬁ /':’;1’ oy %/F’h Sincerely yours, :
b s -
s ~ B m e O
I'.-'i Ellen 5. Woodward

Assiatant Adminiastrator
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Novenber 8, 1938

My asar Mrs., Fooow: g

fom

o loozevelt nuced we to thani;
ey

Jyou for your renort gn the o se of Jra. Fulth

Honroe, Tavtananolie, Indiana, anu for roturcing

t.-_4e. check. whe is glag thet +h altuntion in

tids Loally 4u not ‘o Yad ag 14 st First avesred,

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Hr..Msocscvelt

Hrs. Ellen 5. 'Woooiure
1724 New York Avenue
hmlln.gwu, Lals
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION \ (¥

WALKER-JOHNSON BUILDING
1734 HEW YORK AVENUE NW,

WASHINGTOM, D. C.
HARRY L. HOPKIMNG

AL IMITTRATON

October 21, 1970

Hine Melvine Thompeon
Secretary to Mre, Roosevelil
The Yhite Houre

Weehineton, D, C,

Derr Miss Thombnsont

This is in reference to my letler nf furust 4
regarding the cepe of Mra, Fdith ¥onroe, 1147 Linden
Street, Indiennveolis, Indisne, who re-uccted ilre, Pansevelt!e
sssistance in securiny ® trensfer for Fer hurbamd to 8 TP
nraject in Arizonns,

The '.E}ur}:r Frogrese lonindetretion in Trddern hno
nede o very cerefil investigation of the eltvrtlion, end
recommends that the family rewrin in Indisrenolie, T ew
ctteching a copy of the renort we heve received rnd 1leo
& copy of the letter.we hove written to Hre, flonwos,

dince the family 18 not to move to Arizonr sud
does not appesr to be in any wnususl need of finnncisl
assistance, I am returning Mre, Foosovelt's check for
tweatly-five dollers (725,00,

Sincercly woury,
~1
]
L]

).-""i'-?—:.'-m.a--—-_-;ﬂ .“;H

e
,#,“ L. ety

Fllen S. Yoodurrd
fegiptant fdminietretor




October 31, 1958

¥ra, Fdith Vonroe
1145 Linden Streat
Indi=napolia, Indians

Lear Mrs, Honroe:

This 1= in further refarence to jour letter of
October 11 in shich you ssled rbout the declsion of the
locel authorities ea to transfarring you end your fanily
from Indiena to Arirzona,

The report for which we wers wiltin: hes just been
received, The =ithoritles who Lanve bee:n worting oan thla
watter considered thit it would be inedviseble far you to
g£o to Arlsons becaus: of the expense of moving, the un-
certainty of employment for your husbend in the nes location,
and especially because you would not be eligible for benefits
of medical asnistance or rulief until you hid estrblished
residence by living in the atate continuously for three yveers,

I em gled to learn from the report thet your 1ittle
boy is now ettending a fresh air school, and thet nis heslth
is improving,

I feel puro thst under the clreumstznces the
decision that you should reuwnin in Indienspolis 1s for tie
best, and I hope you will be eble to work out your problems
satlefactorily,

Sincerely yours,

Ellen 8, Woodward
dspistant Adminietrator




Ootober 27th,1538

Kiss Lllen &. Woodward, Assistant Adzinistrator,
horks Frogress Administration,

1734 Yew York Ave., N.h.

kashlington, D.C.

Cear Miss hoodward:

e wish to mpologise for our delay in replylng to your letter of Gotober 19th
relutive to the ca.e of Mrs, idith Monree, 1149 Linden Street, Indisnmpolis,
Indiana, who has been desirous of the transfer of her family to Arizona, howsver,
we have expesrienced conalderable difficultles and delays in obtaining informsticn
from the various looal clinies and hospitals which the family has visited in
recent months.

ielative to the condition of her son, we have a report thet he is now in attend-
ance at a fresh air sohool and has been there since the Leginning of the present
school term, September tth.

Before sntrance to this achool the family physioian stated that the Loy was suffer-
ing from aathea and did not respond to treatmont. We now have m report from the
curee at the fresh air school stating that the child has recently ;uined weight,
does not have mctive tuberculosis, and that sufficient rest and propor food has
proven a very satlisfactory treatment in his ocuse. His nervousness is alsc re-
ported to have been greatly lzmproved since his entrance in this school.

A report {rom the physician attending irs. Yonroe indicates that she is in a
poor physiodl coudition but further states that a change in olimate would be of
no saterial benefit to her oconditlon,

4 report from the Vetermns' Hospital at Indianapolis reveals that kr. lLionrce
was & patient at the hospital for the perled June 20th to July 12th, 1u38.
claiming to auffer from flat feet, hemorrholds, neurssphenis and arthritia.
The Hospital officials report howsver that his stay in the hospital did not
demonstrate that he was a sufferer of thess allpents,

Mr. Monros is still employed on & looal %.F.A. project at the skilled rate of
#686.00 per month. He has besn in the office several times sinoe the question of
& tranafer was discusmsed and fully undsrstands some of the problems that would
be santailed should the move to Arizoca be mades Such problems as the expenss
of moving, uncertainty of smployment in the new location, loss of benefits of
medioal aasistance, eto. were all pointed out to him.

e — e —— — . = < ——
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dcoording to Lr. lLorroe's own statezent, sn exemination st the Veterans' hospital
disclosed that he was not suffering from tuberculosis. His claim for Veterans'
Disubility Compensation was therefore disallowed,

Un cne of his visits to this office he frankly stated that by presenting his claim
in axother locality that it mizht meet with more favorable considerantion, Ve are
inclined toc believe that this factor might possibly have influenced Mr. konroe's
deolsion to move.

From our investigation we are very dublous that the health of the fazily would be
materially effected by a change in oclimate. From an economic standroint they
would, no doubt, encounter many difficulties that would oot by involved il thelr
presant residence iz retained.

1 hard you herewith a communication which we recantly recelved from ir. F,H.
Brooks, Commiesioner of ihe Stets Departieant of tcolal Security and welfure of
Arigonm. A8 you will note, this State ovidently wakes no provisisn for cone
reslients or trausient cases,

Under these conditions the konros famlly would thersfore not be abls to receive
the public olinic and hospital services which have been available to them hers.

Trusting that the above information will be of assistance to you iu arriving
At a proper disposition of the case, I am,

Very truly yours,
‘ Y

a0
E.B. Lancet




Mrs. E. W Melearn, 909 W. Beltimore St. Flint, Mich.

Decenber 12, 1938

My dear Mra. Yoodward:

Mra. Roocasvelt would approciate
it if you would have this case investipated
imnediataly to seoc whot onn bo domo. Verhape
thie woman ocould get the operution for nothing.
If not, would you have saao ono cbtoin tho mind=-
wm price ard !dra. Roosevelt says she wll pay
il vecoauery.

Vory sincerely yours,

Soosotary to
Hru. loogovolti

/ Mre. Ellen B.) Woodward ]
—Works Progress -Adninistration
Washington, D.C,
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

WALKER-JOHNEON BUILDIMNG
1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW,
WASHING ;
HARRY L. HOPKINS il

ADMINIETRATOR -

Degcember 19, 1938

HMigs Mulvina C. Thompaon
Jecretary to lra. loosevelt
The White House

Dear liss Thompaon:

attached is & renort irom Mr. Leorge
Hoifmen, Sociel worker in the itichigan works
Progreass Aoministrution, regurding the cuse of
HMre. E. W. McLearn ol 000 west Baltimore Street,
Flint, Hichigen, about which you wrote me en
Degenber 12,

If there is any additional iniormation
Hrs. Hoosevelt wonld like to have, we woulc be
glad to obtain it for her. It apneurs, however,
that the sitnution is being adequutely hanaled ;
in Flint.

dincerely yours, I
pud s
Eﬁ ‘.[ Q‘IW“‘"%

e —

Ellen 5. Woodward
Asslistunt Administrator

kEnelosnre




# ! .
s Telephone conversation Mr. Hoffman - [lichigun to

Under dute of Uecember 14 our Uistrict Sociwl wovker interviewea rarle i,
MeLeurn who did not lmow of any letter oi appeal which hua been muge. He
had arrangements in mino for his wife wunu he had planned Uor her to go to
the hospital last rriday, December 9, but at the lust minute the wire lost
her nerve ana said she wantea to stay home wntil witer Christmus.

Dr. P.. v, Probert, 711 rirst National fuilaing, rlint, stuted she shonld
really go et once bnt if ghe stayed unoer codine most or the time to relieve
the intense pain, she could stay home until aiter Christmus sne then huve the
operation,

The fumily consists of hmsbund, wife, und two children., The mun works as a
sulesman for the National Lrug Company - sulury £40 per week - ont of which he
puvs his own expenses amonnting to 5 ver wee - making « net incoms or &85

pET week,

He feels he wonld be uble to pay £°0 a month on the hospitul snu surgery bill,
and feele he will be able to make such en arrangement. fle 1clt Lhe oseration
shonld be done us soon &8 possible but quotua the bector aus saying that a few
weaks wonld not make a great ceal of aiiference.

The WPh soeial worker offered any assistunce thut might be nseiul in muking
these arrangements.

Medical Tucilicities in Flint are very good. They do huve clinies at which
they could obtuin some help but the rest wonlu have to be obtelneu irom rederal
benefit throngh the unperintenuents ol the Ponr, vrovioeing no resources were
nossible. .

wrs hlelearn was grateiul ror such an olfer ana sgreed to cull up this office
(WPA) for aid in working out & plan i1 necessary. It wus egroed by the wPa
Soelal worker and Hr. licLearn thut Lr. Probert shoula be interviewed Timzrsawy
morning to iina out whut he wonla recommenu. Onr coelel Jorker stetes that
Mr. MeLearn is alert, intellijent, anu hus heu good medicul euvice irom the
Doetor. It wonla uppeur thut the case is not gnite ss urgent ws (lrst renre-
sented. Toaay, Mr. Youwt, our oocial worker, intervievwed the woctor und .
Yormy Youna thut the operation wecoraing to the LDoctor's wivice shonld be vone
ag soon us possible but that the conditleon is not u reul emerpency that conlu
not be tuken cure ol within the next lew weels.

The alsgnosia was nrobable cuncerons conuition oi the nterms. Uonla be sither
tumor or fibrous condition.

ir. McLearn made the stutement to the Socisl worker and in iront of the Loctor
that atter January 1 he woula be able to meet the cost on u monthly basis - which

wis mcceptoble to the Loctor.

4]
Mra. Burgoon 1"-15-%8 P
14




Moy 15, 1939

Legar Hra. Toodward:

I am sendlng von thia let wr froaWirs. agnes

2 sinlce, Callfuorals, whooe einec hia previcusly

«n refarred to the Welfare Conilusioner in Jucia-

actito, Owing to the fact thit a bandicapped chiid

15 concerned, I wonder if the Coclul Security Board
could help in any way.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mrs. Foosevelt

Mrs. Ellen £, Woodward k
Securi

Washi:gton

b.c.

/
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i SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.

/
Wﬁ " Nayll5l, 1939

A (A

Miss Malvina C. Thompson,
Secretary to Mrs. Hoosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Miss Thompson:

I have your note of May 15, with which you enclosed a
comminication from Mrs. Agnes Fay of Venice, California, con-

cerning her son.

Apparently lirs. Fay is now receiving aid to dependent
children under the Federal-State program for this type of aid.
As you know, under the Social Security Act the States and their
local governmental subdivisions determine the amount of assis-
tance which shall be granted in each case. In the California
program, the county welfare department and the county board of
supervisors in each county decide the budget which will be
allowed for each person receiving this type of assistance s and
the Federal CGovernment does not have any authority to require
more adequate grants.

dince Mrs. Fay's situation has already been referred to
the State Department of Social Welfare, there is no way in which
we could be of direct assistance to her. However, I am asking
the Heglonal Representative of our Bureau of Fublic Assistance
for the area which includes California to request the State
department to look into the possibility of providing more ade-
quate financial assistance for Mrs. Fay and her son, and to
ascertain whether the Crippled Children's Division of the State
Health Department is aware of the child's situation.

Simmiy-}rmu i

T /ﬂf-éf”m
$shatg Lof 4 Kol
W




SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD

WASHINGTOMN, D. C.

Nay 31, 1939
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FuLt MG

SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. €.

AU Auguet 9,:1539

Miss Malvina C. Thompson,
Secretary to Mre. Roosevelt,
The White House,

¥Washington, D.C.

Dear Miese Thompson:

You may recall that on May 31 I wrote you concerning the
comeunication that Mre. Roosevelt haed received from Mre. Agnee Fay
of Venice, California, about Mrae. Fay's son. At that time we
asked the California State Department of Social Welfare for a
report on thie cese.

After some delay on the part of the State agency, we have
Just received the following informetion concerning Mra. Fey'e
situation:

"Our file indicatee that Mre. Fay's son, Hugh, was
granted Children's Aid in the smount of $10.00 per
month from Jamuary 1, 1931 to April 27, 1939 when

he became eighteen years of age and therefore was
ineligible to further mssistence of this type. We
aggume from Mre. Fay's letter to Mise Thompeon, and
in accordance with the usual policy of the county
welfare department regarding cases where there is a
serious health problem, that indigent ald has been
granted to this famlly, and ms you know, the county
haes complete jJurisdiction over the adminlstration of
such relief. It would therefore be impoesible for
this Department to effect any adjustment in the relief
tudget which seems inadequate ilnasmuch as Mra. Fay
states that she pays $14.00 per month for remt ocut of
a total of $26.00.

"We have also checked the possibility of securing
service and mssistance for Hugh under the Crippled
Children's Act but find that the applicant may not
te over eighteen years of age. It is true that
Asmembly Bill 1070 enascted in the last Laglelatlive
Session extends the age to twenty-ome 'provided,
that this extension of age shall apply only to those




I

Mife Melvina C. Thompson 8/9/39

-

children for whom services, under Section 251 of
Article 2, have been previously srranged, !

"We also have a letter of April 20, 1939 from the
Los Angeles Department of Charities which states
that although Eugh 1 being satisfactorily cered
for in his own home, placement in Pacific Colony
had been requested through Child Welfare District,
Inssmuch as there wis apparently no need for an
emergency placement, however, and aa there is a
long walting liet, it was felt that care in the Fay
home would have. to be continuad indefinitely."

Since Mra. Fay apparently is eligible only for general
relief, which in California 1g entirely a county responeibility,
there does not seem to be anything the State Department of Social

b Welfare cen do to improve her eituation,

Sincerely ¥ours,

R S

Ellen 5. Woodward,
Member of the Board




Ootobar 14, 1938 ; |
Lo f

_;’ (/

My dear Mrs. Woodward:

Thank you #0 much for the report
on t I am glad to know that
tHings have worked cut so well and I think
that it was a grand piece of work. I shall
write Mrs, Patterson to tell her how much I
appreciate what she did.

Yery sincerely youra,

Mrs. Ellen S.&qﬁmd

Socoial Security Board




IH REFLY REFER TO

FILE M.
SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD
WASHINGTON, D. C.
ARTHUR J. ALTHMEVER, Crumuas L!"
ELLEH 8 WOODWARD
GEDRGE £ BIGGE 11 F

October 12, 1939

‘ i - :
’ ! Mrs, Franklin M. {'{onaevalt A if

et I The Wiite House 4"""'
I ¢! Wasnington, . C. dl

Dear krs. Roosevelt: !

I know you will be delighted, as I lave been,
to receive the good news that krs. Patterson's letter
contains. It has taken a lungy time for the various
agencies anr individuals in Mississinni to get every-
thing lined up so that Parl Vhitten, the little
crippled girl, can go to school, but the thing that
impresses me is that the Supervisor of the Children's
Mvision of the Nepartment of Public Welfare in Mis-
sissipnl has followed throush on the matter and the
child will have the opportunity for an education.
Since so mary agencies now are interested in Pearl's

welfare, I have no doubt that she will be looked after
right along.

This is just one of the many thousands of in-
gtances where you took the time to show an interest
in a worthy, handicapped child an' because of your
expressed interest sometling happened. 1 was very
hapoy to receive this letter and 1 knew that you
would be, too.

Affectionately,




W, F.

COMMIERIOHER
FHOHE s-18ES

BOND,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE

BTATE OF MIBBIBBIPPI BTATE BOARD
TELEPFHOMNE S-iB@a H. W, ALED, CHAIRMAN, TurrLh
F. O. BOX 1889 VICTOM M. BOANLAMN, HATTIEEEUSE

. P, BNDDES, sELToMN

JACKBON, MISSIBSIPPI
October 10, 1939

Mra. Ellen 5. Woodward
Social Security Board
Washington, D. C.

He: = Pearl Whitten
Referrad by lMra. CGladyas Fruett
Ballard, Dublin, Lississippi

‘Dear Mrs. Woodward:-

You may recall that in November 1938 kirs. Roosevelt referred
to you a letter from Mrs., Gladys FPruett Ballard of Dublin, Migsiss-
ippi, requesting aid for a sixteen year old erippled girl pamed Fearl,
We replied that we would get in touch with Lrs. Ballard and see what
could be done. We thought you might be interested in knowing the
final plan that has been worked out, smd for ¥our convenience wa are
enclosing a copy for referral to lrs. Hoosavelt. .

When krs. Ballard gave us the identifying information we needed

to locate Pearl Whitten, we referred the matter to the Sunflower County
Welfare Agent for investigation. Because of the bad weather and flooded
conditions of the northern part of Sunflowsr County during the winter,
the Welfare Agent was unable to get in touch with Pearl's family until
late in Maroh of 1939. At that time his report confirmed ira. Ballard's
information about the family conditions and gbout Fearl's desire for
edditional education. He commented that she seemed to be above the
average intelligence, end that she was eager to become self-sustaining.
Her father was willing for her to go to school but stated that he was
finencially unable to keep the children in school. According to the
Welfare Agent, lir. Whitten did not seem to realize the importance of
méking any special efforts to provide for his children's education.
His femily lives only a mile and a half from the school bus route. The
other children can walk to the bus but Pead cannot because of her arti-
fieial limb, especially after the road becames muddy. Apparently, the
only solution to the problem was to make soms arrangements for boarding
care for Pearl in some town where she might attend school.

Since the school year was so nearly completed and the limits of
our program at that particular tims mads it impossible for the Field




2 - Mrs. Woodward - Ooctober 10, 1939

Consultants to give service to any but the most urgent cases in
counties where we did not have a full time Children's VWorker, we were
unable to take any further steps until July. 4t that time we dis-
cussed Pearl's situation with the Voecational Hehabilitation Uivision
in Mississippi and the Orippled Children's Service. This Division was
not able to provide any type of boarding home care for Fearl and or-
dinarily would not be able to use their funds for & child who was no
further advanced in school than was Pearl. They were giving super-
vision apd adjustment for the artificial limb which had been provided
earlier.

We got in touch with Mra. Ballard, who had been so much in-
tarested in Pearl's welfare. She thought she might be able to find
8 home in Dublin, Mississippi, where Fearl had formerly attended school,
if soma fundswerse available to pay a nominal board, No H.Y.A. scholar-
shipa were available since they had already been promised to children
wio were residents of Coshoma County. Finally, within the next six
weeks, through the efforts of the Field Consultent of the Children's
Division, the Coahoma County wWelfare fAgent (Dublin is in Coahoma County),
end the Sunflower County Welfare Agent, the following resources were
mode available. The Vocational Rehabilitation Division of kissisaippi
allocated forty dollars for school supplies and books after Mrs. Ballard
made a gpecial plea for this particular case. The Sunflower County Board
of Supervisors appropriated seven dollars & month for the 193%-40 school
year from their general fund for aid of the poor to pay part of Fearl's
board. The Eing's Daughters in Coahoma County supplemented this with
thres dollars & month. A physician and his wife in Iublin are offering
Poarl a home for the nominal sum of ten dollars per month. The Coahoma
County Hed Cross is providing some udditional money for clothing. Lrs.
Ballerd and a meighbor are remodeling some other clothing for the ehild's
use, and the Lublin School has stated that they would provide any school
materials not available through the Vocationol Rehabilitation Fund. Coshoma
County is one of the countlies in which we have a full time Children's Wor-
ker. She is now accepting supervision of the case and will keep in touch
with Pearl and with her family during the following montha.

We thought you would be interested in this case as an ezample of
the way in which locel rescurces, both public end private, may be utilized
in planning br the welfare of a child. Mrs. Ballard reports that Pearl
is overjoyed at the prospect of being able to return to school.

Very truly yours,
Rl (oA2Ttozin

Mra., Robbie W. Patterson
Supervisor, Children's Divieion

W. F. BOND, COMMISSIONER
Olc/h DEPARTMENT OF PUELIC WELFARE
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