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{a THE WHITE HOUSE
/ WASHINGTON

July 22, 1936.

TO REPLY TO OR PREPARE
REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE.

Ganndn N.YX. .TﬂBﬁ-a&kingt.hatthast-rangth .
of this country be expressed to lead the persecuting
nations such as Gnrmanar awey from the oppression of
Jews. s
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July 18, 1976
e
(_ _/
jespectfully referred to the State (ﬂ :
na-artment for considerstion and appro- /\
priate actlon, \ >
- ,___.a--""f”..-
LOUIS MeH. NOWE
cw

Seeretary to the President

|'I'I i "tru-
NRSH %, 'iorton J., New York City 7-18; re inequitics sanctioned

Yy Germany agalnst Jewish psople.
UrIGH OF CRTHOLCX RAR IS OF U, 4., Pelmar, W. J., 7-17; do

P‘l’: , Stafford, 43 4838 Shertrocke st., Jestmount, idatreal,
7-16 following prev. corresp, now »rites

Canada,
on subject of Arazil bonds and dishonest dealings.
(1 encl. - printed lLetter of Transmittal)

GORZUCHOOSEL, e, 'laTy,
to support 2 young children, former Russian refugee

begs work in translation; formerly emp'd at Russian
Tubassy, Wash.,D.C., Speaks § languages.
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July 26, 1935.

PN i
Respectfully referred to the Secretary (0

of Statef

LOUIS McH. HOWE
Seecretary to the President.

Let. dated 7/24/35 from
Hon. John J. Cochran,
House of Representatives,
washington, D.C.

Congressman Cochran encloses telegram to him from Abraham Levin, President,

Committee on Public Relations, 815 Chestnut St., St. Louis, ™Mo., protesting
anti-Jewish movements in Germany.

Original Memo filed 198-A
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(COPY)

AUCUST 30, 1935

YEMORANDIN TOR THE DRESYIDENT:

The publisher of the Kansas City
Star has asked me to zive you this series of
articles written by H. J. Haskell, editor of
the Star, on the Cerman == Hitler -« Nazi -

Jewish -- policiee and problems.

STEPHEN EAPLY

Original memo filed - Kansas City Star
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STANDARD FORM Mo, 14A
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT

MARCH 10, 1926

TELEGRAM

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

f'

- | '@[Ig E[Td;g gqm

Mashington

§ VY ey
September 16, 1935

.5 SOVENNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

Understand lists being used ty Zeratsky do not include any

of the Jewish faith

was decided there to x omit Jews

letters certainly should go to all faiths

He says this was discussed at Hyde Park and it

I think this would be a mistake and

Please advise

STEPHEN EARLY

ay
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BROWN, Walter T. - Sec. to Gov. H,H., Lehman of N.Y.
ﬂbﬂﬂ}'. H!Yi
June 3, 1935

Writes Mr. McIntyre asking him to advise Gov. a few days in advance
of time when it is convenient for Presidemt to receive Committee for presenta-
tion of new issue of stamps of Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. Attached in file, is
letter of Prof. Felix Frankfurter, of June 3, from Dr. Alfred E. Cohn, of NYC,
re Luxembourg stemps, s aying, in part, that the active person on Committee is
Mlle. Merie Ginsberg, a Librarian of the League in charge of Government documents
Mr. Melntyre wrote Mr. Brown June & that the appointment is arranged for Tues.,
June 18, and if head of committee will telephone about 10:30 he vi 11 name definit
hour. Mr, Brown wrote Mr. MeIntyre on June 13 thanking for note, saying he has
advised James G, McDonald, High Commissioner for German Refugees, to telephone,
as instructed, on June 18th. He understands Jos. P. Cheamberlain will make pre-
sentation., Mr. McDonald wrote Mr. MeIntyre on June 13 also, re this. Mr. lic-
Intyre wired Mr. McDonald on June 14, saying it has been suggested to include
Dr. Stephan P, Duggan in the Presentation Committee. Says 1t is agreeable here
if he desires to do so.

(’i"."—"" : 1-._.-.)

SEE - PPF 2569
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SEE 146-A for copy of petition relating to the religious rights of American
citizens in Mexico and signed by two hundred and fifty members of the Congress of
the United States. There is also attached a memorandum to the President signed by
Representatives John P. Higgins and Clare Gerald Femerty with respect to the petition
of the members of the Voluntary Congressional Sub-Committee on Mexico with particular

reference to the religious rights of American citizens,

Received by the President July 16, 1935. f’ /r'
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RIW' m ul' l'q-..
Washington, D. C.
Tuly 23, 1935

writes Col. McIntyre regarding the disturbing conditions which are now de-
veloping in Cermany; states that for many years he has dealt with the problems
whieh have now become more acute than ever, and is still identified with several
of the laerge national Jewish organizations, and may be able to be of service to
Col. McIntyre in comnection with the questions which will come up.

See 1968-A

76-C.



MEPROOUCTD FROMW HOLDSHAS AT THE PR O ACOSTYOT LmpaT

Writes Mre. Roosevelt regarding the questiom whether or not the time has not
come when, in hnrmony with many precedents in American history, the American
Covernmen$ should take the initiative in protesting egainst the prevailing
violations of elementary eivil and religious rights in Cemmmny. Calls attention

to the maltreatment of the Jews in Cermany and says that it not only affeets the
Jewa but the Catholies and Protestants as well, and that the determination of

the Reich is to establish a State Chureh, loyalty to which would take priority
over any other religion,

Feels that sountries like America would be greatly affected by the refugees
from Germany, and that they cannot si% passively by while Cermany preeipitates
this Sragedy.

See 198-A
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mm. m. m
House of Representatives
August 1, 1935

vrites President he is sorry to have ceuselany embrrrassment at press
conference July 3lst, as result of his speech in N.Y. at an anti-lazi
rally. Says he wrs careful in remarks at meeting, and clearly indicated
the required limitations of the Presidentinl office in matters of this
sort. le says he stated, upon his own suthority, and without implying

that he was either quoting the Presidemt or the State Depertment, or

anyone connected with the Administratiom, thet he knew the iresident was
doing everything in his power not only to proteet the interests of American
eitizens in Gernany of Jewish or Catholie origin, but that the Fresident
deeply sympathized with the aims and the aspirations of all those who believe
in religious liberty. -=——- Fresident Aug. 6th wrote Hep. Celler telling
hin thet it wes good of him to write in explenation of the stntements he
made in his N. Y. address, end thot everything is all right.

SEE - PPF 2748




Respectfully referred to the Secre-

tary of State.

LOUIS McH. HOWE
Secretary to the President

Letter from Hon. Charles D. Millard, House of Representatives, Wash., D«C.,
7/29/35 to the President, RE: ZEnocloses telegram addr. to him by N.L.
Manheim, 15 Ranger Place, New Rochelle, N.Y., urging this Gov't to

protest to Germany about treatment accorded Jews and Catholics.

Original Memo filed 198-a
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HENNINCS, Hon. Thomas C., J¥r.,
House of Representatives,

Washingtan, D. C.
Oct. 3, 1935

wri{tes the President that he has been requested by a number of local or-
zanizations to write to him in an endeavor to have him instruect the State De-
partment to register a formsl protest with the Cerman Covernment in connection
with their abusive treatment of Jewish citizens

Attnched 18 a lestter from Mr. Richard sﬂlmt‘. State Ihp‘h to Mr.
Forster referring to their telophone conversation and stating that he is re-
turning the above commmunication for the reasons set forth in the conversation.

See 198-A

767 ¢
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STATE, The Secretary of
November 1935

President referred for draft reply a letter, of Nov. 1, from Gove
Herbert H. Lehman of Albany, N. Y., who writes President, enclosing letter
of Oct. 10, written Felix M. Warburg, NYC, from Prof. James G. McDonald,
High Commissl oner for Refugees (Jewish and others) coming from Germany,
London, and England, re immigration quota as it affects the German Jews. -
Gov. Lehman asks that State Dept. increase quota of German Jews from 2,500
to 5,000 so that refugees may be permitted to enter this country. = SecCe
Hull replied Nov. 13, enclosing draft, which the President sent that date.
Gov. Lehman replied Nov. 18 thanking the President for his letter saying
he would send & copy of it to Prof. McDonald, so he may be advised of the
situation.

331_135
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STATE, The Undrr Seeretary of
ml “' 1‘“

Mr. Hassett wrote mamo t0 the Under Secretary of State re Rev. David Latshaw, represent-
ing Rev. Ur. S. Parkes Cadman, Chairmsm of the American Christian Committee for Germmn
Refugees, who called in person and requested that Fresideat interest himself im appeal
which Committee is making to raise funds. Transmits folder, setting forth plans anmd
purpeses of Committee, and lir. Hassett requests draft of reply, if Presidential letter
commending this undertaking is deemed advisable. -- Mr. Bohlem, Assistant to the Under
Seeretary of State, advised . Hassett Nov. 22 that in his opinion President could not
preperly wrote a letter for an undertaking of this chareacter. — Mr. Hassett wrote lir.
Latshaw Nov., £6, advising Fresident is unable to write letter requested. -- Rev. Latshaw
wrote I'r. liassett lov. 20, enelosing resolution adopted at Executive Committee meeting
of Federal Couneil of Chursches of Christ in /imerica om Nov. 22, and again requesting
message from President expressing sympathy and interest for German Christian refugees
scattered over Europe. --Rev. Latshaw was advised that Mr. liassett wrote him Nev. 28,
eopy of whiech he enclosed with this letter. -~ Attached is release, apparently submitted

by Hev. lLatshaw, entitled "The Flight from Gnq_u_"._.

) / P 1%
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SEE = 1984 f/ '



FROM PR De0d AT THE FRASOE O ADOSTYILT LUmAART
STATE, The Secratary 5
December 6, 1935

firites the President returning draft reply for attached letter of
Nov. 15, addresaed to the President by Gov. Herbert Lehman of Albany, N.Y.,
together with its inclosed letters, one from Prof. James G. MoDonald of Oot, 29
to Felix M, Warburg, and the other Mr. Warburg's letter to Gov. Lehman of Nov. B
concerning the question of immigration of German Jewish refugees into the U.S.
Sec. Hull says apparently Gov, Lehman®s lstter crossed the Preaident's letter of
Nov. 13 re this subject. Attaches suggested draft, which the Prealdent sent the
Goyernor re this tople on Dec. 10th.
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11/29/40 ;

Fri. Rescue Com. Toris Frome #

19 East 213th St,
Bronx, N.Y.

Husband a Rumanian citizen now in Jugoslavia and
in great danger. She has been here a yesar.



Johy Witey Fopes
Box 1
DfP’brze'}'c Files: Estonra and LoaSore.
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JUDEI T3 POLIN

Die siegrelchen Armeen der verbuendeten CGrossmaechte Deutschland
und Oesierreich-Ungarn sind mit Gottes Beistand in Polen eingerueckt.

Der Xrieg, den wir Jetzt fuchren, ist kein Xrieg gegen die
levoelkerung, sondern nur gegsen die russische Tyrannei. Der
rugsische Despotisrms ist unter den starken Schlaegen unserer
tapferen Heere zusamuengebrocliene .

] . T

Juden in Polen . Wir kommen als Freunde und Trloeser zu Tuch .
Unsere Pahnen bringen Zuch Recht und Ireihelt: Gleiches, volles
Buergerrechlt, wirkliche Glaubensfreiheit auf allen wirtschaftlichen
und kulturellen Gebleten. zu iange habt Ihr unter den eisernen Joch
Iloskaus gelitteon. Wir kommen als BZefreicr zu Iuche Die tyrannische
Fremdherrschalt ist gebrochen, elne neue Epoche bezinnt jetzt fwer
Polen, nit allen unseren Kraeiten werden wir die Irloesung der.
ganzen polnischen Bevoelkerung foerdern und sichern. Auf sicheren
Grundlagen und durch Gesetze garantiert werden wir dle volle
Gleichberechtigung der Juden nach europaelschen liuster in rolen
einfuehren.

Lasst Duoh nicht durch folsche Versprechungen der Russen ‘ceteeren:
In Jahre 1905 gab Duch Russland das heilige Versmrechen der Gleich-
berechtigunge. Brauchen wiy el zu erianern, iuch erzaehlen, wie der
Hoskowiter Wort gehalten hat? Denkt an Kischinew, Homel, Bialystok, -
Odessa, Siedlec und hundert andere blubige Pogrome &

Erinnert Tuch an die lassenausweisungen und =~ Vertreibungen. Ohne
Erbarmen mit menschlichem Leide hat der Peiniger Tuch mit Weld und Xind ‘
wis die wilden Tiere gejagt und gehetzt.

- Vergesst nicht des Beilisprozesses und anderer Blutbesehmldiguwmeen,
da die russische Regierung selbst von antswegen die niedertracchtige
Luegenanklage des Ritualmordes erhob.

Denkt an alle die beschracnkenden Gesetze gegen Zuch, die sich
unter der Zarenherrschaft von Stunde zu Stunde nehren. Die Tore des
Iebens hat man vor den Juden zugesochlagen, die Yore der Bildung -
vor den juedischen Hindern. Bure Soelme und Poechter sind sus dea
russischen Schulen, aus den russischen Stacdtien und Doerfern gejagt
wordone Iiur mit gelben Paessen, als rrostituierte, durften sie in
Russland wohnen. S0 hielt Mussland sein heiliges Versprechen, dass es
Euch gab, als es sich in Mot berfand.

Und jetzt ist Russland wieder in Not und deshalb begann es Zuch
nit neuen Verspreclungen zu fuecttern.

Juden in Polen , Die Stunde der Vergeltung ist gekormen. Die
tapferen Armeen der Grossmaechte peutschland und Qesterreich-Ungarn
‘8ind in Polen und sie werden nmit Goties idlfe mit Zuren Bedruecliern
uni Peinigern abreohnen, Ihr aber habi die heilige pflioht, Alles zu
tin, um die Irloesungsarbeit zu foerdern. Die Zraefte des Volles:
are Jugend, Iure Gemeinden, Dure Verwandten, ouch aAlle muesst Ihr
wile ein liann in den Dienst der heiligen Sache stellen. Jeder wvon Tuch
- muss mit allen seinen Kraeften helfen. benn, wenn Ihr uns hellt, helft
i N P Ll D s :
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Ihr Zuch se2058%. Unser niasd 18t auch Luer Feind. Die neeniq
unseres genesnsamen FYeindes myessen dureh Allepr Vachsankeis

zersioert werden, /i eriarien, dgss Thp aurch die Tat beveisen

wexrdet, wag Eure tellizens ung fuer iifer z2u leisten instande sind

Von unseren braucht Thr nichts zu befuerchien. Xein Foar

- wird much gekruemt verden. Vas Ihp ung liefeorn verdet, wverden wir

Buch bar und {ut bezalilen, Ind wenn Iny ein Anliesen habt, so wendet
Buch vertrauensvoll, an die Befehlshaber ¢+ dle Kommandanten unseper

' Truppe, -

' Helfet bei der Hieﬁerringung des Feindes una arbeitet fuer
#en Sleg von Freiheit und Gercchtigkeit)

Die Generalkommanden der Vereinigten Armeen
Deutschlands wnd Oesterreieh—vngarns.

*

4n die Juden in Tolen !

Die bheldenhaften ATmieen von den nitteleuropacischen
Reglerungen Deutsehland ung Uesterreich-Unsarn sind nach polen
elnmarschiert, Der maechtire I'arsch unserer arvmeen hat d1e
despotische Tussische Rsilerang ceawungen, = entlaufen, Unsere

"~ ralnen brincen Tuch Recht ung I'reiheit, gleiches Euergerreeht,

Freiheit fuer den Glawben, Ireiheit fuer Arbeiten in allen zZweigen
des oekonomi schen ung kFulturellen ILebens in Turem Geist. Vie Freunde
kommen wip gy Lueh. Fuer Juden soll das gleiche Recht aufrebant werdex
auf festen Fundamenten, lasst much niocht Wie frucher abbrinsen
&urch.unverbindliche Versprechungen ¢ Yan hat Bueh Versprechungen
fuer gleiche Reochte inm Jahre 1905 gemachi, I'an hat DTuch das hoechste
Menifest darauf gegeben. Wie hat ran Iueh die damalice Liebe
bezahl t? Was hat Dan vor der ganzeon elt auf’ gich genorrens

Gedenkt der Austreibungen, Wie nan die Juden verireibt aus ihren
Orten. Gedenict Xlsehinew, Homel, Bialystol, Sicdlec ung Vieler
anderer Pogroma. Gedenkt des Bellisprozesses und der Arbeit der
barbarischen Heclerunz, die achireckliche Luege von den Blutrebraueh
der Juden zu verbreiten, - go bhat die Reglerung ihp sSeinerzeit
gegebenes \iopg &ehalten, :

Iure heilipste PLlicht ist es nun, alle Kraefte Zusanmen sy
nehmen und mitzuarbeiten bei der Befreiunps, 1ir ervarten, dass Ihre
nach Ibeglichlel t nithelfs, Dringt den Kommanﬁanten.unseres iilitsers
das groessie Vertrauen entgezen in dep Orten, die Euch.am.naechsten
sind. Bahnt gen ieg, den Feind im ganzen zu bezwingen wund den Sieg
der Freiheit una Gerechtigkeit gy bringen !

Die oberste Leitung von den
verbuendeten deutschen ungd
~ oesterreichischen Armeen o=
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ETATEMENT TO ‘THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR [0 [) “’1’3“’&

Most Hungarians dislike the Germans intensely. Al-
though Hungary-has been an independent state for the last
twenty two years, the people have not forgotten the long
period of Austrian domination which lasted from the expul-
sion of the Turks to 1918. During the last fifty years of
this period, Hungary was a distinctly junior partner of the
Austro-Hungarian Zmpire, and before that was governed direct-
ly from Vienna., The Hungarians feel that during the last
war they were exploited by the Germane, and that at the Peace
Conference they were abandoned by everybody.

As a &éneral thing almost all clascses of Hungarians have
been at one time or another annoyed and incoummoded by Germsn con-
celt and arrogance. Although a small people they have retained
their national feeling, their language and cohesion through good
and bad times, mostly bad, for a thousand years, an& resent ex-
pressions of superiority from a people whose nationality dates «
from 1870. R

Hungary has been for & great many generations one of
the few countries of Europe which exported foodstuffs, and always
in the worst of times the Hungarian pecple have had enough to eat.
Recently discovered oil wells have provided Hungary with all the
petroleum products that it needed. Today, there is a shortage of
everything and all Hungarians, from top to bottom, know who to

ch?rge this to. The Hungarian peasant, accustomed to white bread

B
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and plenty of meat, resents being obliged to eat black, hard,
heavy, Soggy bread, and practically no meat at all. The richer
classes and the people of the cities do not like the idea of
foreign control. The restrictions on thelr automobiles and the !
increased price of most of their comforts make a great deal of
discontent. All around Budapest, for example, people, with the
exception of the really poor class, have built little houses with
gardens all of which have, because of the lack of adequate trans-
portation, become practically uninhabitable to those who work in
town. They all recognize that these inconveniences are the inevitable
result of a condition brought about by the German Government for
its own benefit. |
The comparatively few soldiers which the Hungarians sent to
the war were badly treated by their German commanders and have
returned with a feeling of hostility to their masters.
The only people in Hungary who csupport the Germans ares
lst. A group of business men who believe they will get im-
mediate profit and hope, for no intelligent reason, that they will
be ablé to escape the fate imposed on their fellows in the other
occupied countries and even in Germany itself.
2nd. A small privileged group terrified of communism and
which does not realize that private property is as inevitably doomed
under Nazism as it is under the most recklessly communistic system.
drd. Certain out of place politicians, hopeless of office,
who believe that a compromise with the Germans could be affected

to their personal gain,
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.

4th. And most respectable: A good many Army officers who
hope that German domination would give them a chance of promotion,
and are certaln that Nazi control would raise the importance of the
Army.

(b) Hungarian attitude toward the allies.

A good many of the upper class of Hungarians have travelled in .
England and have made English friends, but it would be absurd to
believe that national feeling has been tremendously affected by the
pleasant memories of a few sporting nobles or that it has been much
changed by the experience of emigrants to the United ctates, or by
the American wives of a small number of Hungarians. The few people
inspired by these things are extremely vocal and mazke a certain ef-
fort to approach English znd fmericen visitors and are likely to
make an undue impression on them.

; The people at large know and care only slightly more about
America and England than the English and‘Americans in general know
or care about Hungary. Their friendly feeling is based on something
far more solid than casual liking or pleasant recollection. They
know that Germany is, of zll, the great Powers in the world, the
one which can most easily overawe them an< th& the English and
Americans cannot possibly de them any harm. It is manifestly to
their interest thatl the strongest power should be the one which can
do them the least injury, rather than the one which muét be con=
tinually placated. Thé fact that their present state of unwilling
hardship, and even more unwilling war, has been forced on them by
Germany because of the inability of Great Britain or the United States

to help them 1s the best possible argument for the hope with which
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they look to an ultimate German defeat. Their preference of
England to Germany will remain as long as it is possible for the .
Germans to send divisions down the Danube and impossible for
England to send battleships up the river,
( ¢ ) Roumania

The Hungarians dislike Roumania aﬁi distruct its people
and its government. lumediately after the last war Roumanian
soldiers occupied almost all of Hungary and looted liberally.
At the same time the Roumaniane occupied a large part of Iransylvania,
which had been part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and which the
Hungarians regarded as a legitimate part of Hungary. There can be
no doubt that a war betwesn Hungary znd Loumania would be fought
with the greatest enthusiasm and zeal, which is a lot more than can
be said about the present war against Russia,.

L.d ) Ttaly

Most Hungarians look on the ILtalian Army with contempt and on
Iﬁalian diplomats with aversion. This feeling has been strenghhened
by the attitude of the Italian Minister, who fdaunted his mistress
before Budapest society, which, although not squeamish, does preserve
certain decent appearances., Ciano's conduct has not helped. He has
made several visits to Budapest, during which his main occupation
appears to have been drink and sleazy amours. They have not forgotten
'that the Italians took Trieste and Fiume from the Austro-Hungarian
Empire and depfived them of their only access to salt water.

II :
Russian War

Up to the time I left Budapest there was abgolutely no visible

enthusiasm for the war against Russia. A few people who looked on
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Bolshevism as a danger thought that it was necessary, but no one
looked on it & desirable. There was a great deal of complaint
when men were taken from farm work and put into the Army, and an
immense rejolcing when they returned. At the time of the British
declaration of war, as I informed the British Government, there
were no Hungarian soldiers at the front snd only a few on guard
duty in the rear. The soldiers who returned almost all expressed
a dislike of their German assoclates. The general public took very
little interest in the conduct of the war in spite of posters and
other forms of anti—Russian.propaganga. »

111,

German Exploitation

All of the press in Fungary is controlled indirectly by the German’
Government. No news or editorials mey be printed without permissilon,.
Although both news and editorisls are treated with contempt, they
have an influence on the people who have no other source of informa-
tion. However, the most casual reports of third-hand gossip about
news from foreign radios are usually considered far more reliable
than anything printed in the newspapers.

The German political influence is extremely strong. Nazi
representatives crudely snd openly threaten annihilation to any
government which will not follow their wishes. 1T has for long been
impossible for any responsible statesman ceriously to advocate
anything more than a policy of slowness and perhaps inefficiency in
the execution of German orders; eventually these orders must be
obeyed. During the early course of the Russian war the Hungarian
authorities and the people at large did everything possible to delay

the departure and to faecilitate the return of the soldiers.
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The British declaration of war on Hungary was a Godsend for
the Germans. Manifestly it could not be followed up by any hostile
act and it made the position of those opposed to Germany far more
dangerous and thelr work less efficient. It promoted the subserv-
lence of the Hungariasn Government to Germany. This effect was so
apparent, even in a short time, that it was an important reason to
make the Germans force the Hungarians to break relations with the
United States, even though it would have been of manifest interest
to the Germans to maintain in Washington legations of other Axis
nations after they themselves had declared war.

The system of economic exploitation applied by Germany to Hungary
is less ruthless than the method practiced in France but it is equally
thorough. The Hungarian factories, which are few,muct produce that whiel
the Germans want. Their fields are stripped of grain and eattle to be
sent to Germany; their railrocad cars are taken by the German aytho=-
rities; pracfically nothing is left to the Hungarians except what thé
Germans at the moment do not desire.

Iv.

Attitude of people to political leaders.

About a year ago Hungary cigned a friendship pact with Yugoslavia. .
In the early spring the war between Yugoslavia zand Germany broke out.
The Germans insisted on sending troops through Hungary to Yugoslavia
and offered Hungary certain Yugoslavian provinces which had been part
of the old Austro-Hungarisn Empire., This the Hungarisn Government
felt unable to refuse. (The Prime Minister, Teleki, committed suicide
and for this act has been treated as & national hero.) A% the time

t would have been impossible for the Government to do otherwise.
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Huge German divisions and clouds of aeroplanes rushed through and
over Hungary; tanks and armored cars dashed through the city of
Budapest in a soli& line. They would have had no trouble in wiping
out any possible Hungarian resistance in a few days.

The succeésor of Teleki was Bardossy, a very cultivated man
with a great deal of diplomatig experience but extremely weak, who
had nc possible alternative to a policy of wriggling out of the .
inevitable as long as possible.

The Hegent is universally respected as a good honest man and a
patriotic Hungarian who does what he can to preserve the dignity and
independence of his country. I think this opinion is justified.

All during last suwmmer, and especlally during the Regent'!s illness

in the autumn, it became apparent that a successor snould be prepared
for his dffice. The Germans were supposed to prefer Archduke
Albrecht, who was very unpopular among the Hungarians; those opn
posed to Germany wanted the Hegent's son, Istvan Horthy, a pleasant
bocy whose youthful faults sre more than balanced by a fairly solid
head and a genuine devotion tc his country. I was more or less in on
this campaign. I always urged the utmost rapldity because it was ap=-
parent that German influence was on the Iincrease. FEventually, Jjust
after I left, he was elected, If he succeeds to the office, he will_
be, like his father, considerate first of the interest of Hungary, and
can be counted on to do what is possible to prevent nis country being;

ovarawed.
V.

Estimates of casualiies in Russian War

The Hungarian losses were very small up till the time we

left in January. The small number of troops sent to the front and their
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rapid return will account for this. They were mostly engaged in
parts of the southern advance and did very little fighting.

VI.

Jokes and gossin in country

All during the time I was in dungary there was a great
traffic in what the Germans cail Hitlerwitzen. NMost of ﬁhese,
as far as I could see, originated in Germany., Almost everyone
coming back, particularly from Yienna or Berlin, arrived with a
supply of new ones, of which a surprising small proportion were
.indecent and a surprisingly large proportion really funny. of
course, a great many were resurrected, slightly altered stories
which I heard about the Kaiser, :nd which my ancestors probablj
heard about Napoleon or the British Generals in the Revolution. -
One story told cf 2z Jew in Vienna who was ceen at a cafe reading
"Der Cturmer®, the most violent antisemitic newapaper in Germany.
When asked why he preferred it tec other journals he said, "When I
read the other papers they tell me that Hitler did this, Et&lin
did so and so :nd Roosevelt did something else, but in‘"Der Sturmer"?
it says that everytiing is done by the Jews". Another story 1is ef
& man who when pacgsing a crucifix raised hic hand like s Nazi and
sald MHeil Hitler™., His compsnion asked him why he had adopted this
peculiar form of salutation snd was told that it was quite naturale-
BIf it were Hitler on the cross I should have caid, 'Gott sei gelobet'w,

VII

Prices, shortage snd inflation

The generzl cost of living for all classes in Hungary has gone
up considerably in the last few months, and is in the aggregate to-

day about 200 per cent more than in times of peace, There 1is
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an slmost complete lack of imports. Good cloth, Bilk or cotton
goods are practically unobtainable and when found are usually.
in small quantities und very expensive. §£porting equipment, golf
balls, tennis balls, ete. sare completely off the market., One
rich family which gave frequent house parties was able to get
only nine tennis balls for the entire season. 0On the golf
course when a ball is hit into the rough the game is stopped.
and the entire party turns ug,until it 1s found. All forms
of imported preserved food are rare and expensive; foreign wines
and liquors, all forés of tobacco, chocolate, tea and coffee are
hard to get .nd usually adulturatedjy leather, ssp&aially for the .
soles of shoes, is ;&tianad and very expensivej bread snd other
foodstuffs are also rationed and are ususlly of 2 low guality; oil
of all sorte, particularly gesoline, is allocated in very small
amounts. The Hungarians a1l realiae_tha this shortage ls caused
not only by the difficulties of import but by the enormous mass of
thelr own products which the Hungarians are obliged to expert te
Germany. -

1 do not think there is very much inflatien in Hungary. The.
price of Ameriecan meney has risen on the so~¢alled black merket
not because of the redundaney of Humgarlan curreney but becsuse of

the confidence of nost ;eople in an 4merican vietory. They feel

that all Axis money will become prafitically useless as it did

after the last war. A certain raaag§m of the real ptuff appears to
many people as belng a desirable investment .nd to wske sueh an
investment they are willing to pay nearly double the official

rate for dollsr bills, The real opinion of the people of Hungary,

and of most other European countries,can be seen in the enormous rise




wmu HOLDNGS AT THE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY

-

=10
in the price of gold and of American money. It is pgerfectly certain
that, in the event of a German victory, the value of gold will fall
considerably, and of American money even more. No Axils
Government has dared to allow the free sale of either gold or. U. 8.
currency on its market since the beginning of the war, and there 1s
no Axis Government of which ithe money cannot be bought sub-rosa in
large quantities at better than official rates by anyone offering
‘dollars.

VIII.

FEvidence of reception eof British prcpagandca

British news i:c not found to any extent in the newspapers
which rely entirely on German sources of information. British
broadcasts are frequently listened to znd freely gquoted inAcon-
versation with much greater confidence than those coming from
Germany or other Axis countries., As a rule they are relled on
for news not becauce they are perfect but because they are better
than any other available course of information. British comment,
however, is generally considered childish and the Hungarian broad-
casts are practically useless. They very frequently take the form
of vicious, personal attacks on the Hegent, who is respected and
admired throughout Hungary, and i: usvally considered an honest man,
seriously working for the preservation of his country in éxtremely
difficult times. The British propaganda seems to suggest that it is
an iniquitous thing for Hungary to do anything except piteh heéd-
long into a war on the British side, notwithstanding the fact
that Great Britain could in no way help Hungary, and such a war
would last only a few days, ending in the complete annihilation _K

of the ccuntry. There seems to be no realization that Hungary, 1Y
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thinks first of Hungafian interests, and there is certainly
no understanding of the fact that a Government_sixty percent
German is far less harmful to British interests than would
be an entirely subservienf rule. There can be no question
of Hungary rushing out to suiclde, but a great deal could
have been done to enceourage the group which wishes at any
cost, less than the independence of the country, to minimize
Hungarian assistance to Germany, |

IX.

Supplies of key materials
ﬁubber. steel wroducts, a great deal of leather sad almos
all manufacturnd aftzeles come in, when they come at all, from
Germany.' There are great shortages in all these things. Tires,

and/even rubber heels and erasers for pencils are hard to find.
#

0¥1, which is produced in Hungary, is lmmediately seigzed by the
4
=ermans to such an extent that automobile traffic has practically

fceased,

X.

v, ' Tramsporiation
ff/ / The Shortage of" 0il and rubber hazs cut the bus = and taxi i ]

transport¢tion to less than a half what it #as before; railroad

carﬁ 4na engines: have heen taken by the Germsns for military
pq&pbse@; they QLQ not properly maintsined and are all £0ing down
ﬁill ‘very rdpldly.. It was with considerable difficulty that the

/ﬁungarlan Government essembled a train of food cars for the use

/

{

Of the Amérlcan Lebatlon staff leaving Budapest for Port Bou.
J

’hThe necessity was such that after two days steady running this train

: ﬁeft tae hnanish frontier, on its way back to Hungary, only a couple
| ¢

i ¥ : : T
[ s :

i
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of hours after the iAmericans got out. Engines, cars, railrosad
stock, Danube shipping, =und every other means of transportation
are worked too hard and repaired too infrequently.

XI

i} Man power problem

Hard work and animel traction are the rule in Hungary. The
production of foodstuffs «nd of nanufactured srticles requires

& far greater nuwmber of wan hours then it would in the United Etates.

‘The making of necessities takes a greater proportion of the populatior

than with us. Ceneral mobilization, therefore, works a greater hard-

ship on themw, which was #speclally noticeable this year during the

-~ Barvest when men had to be released from the Army to go back and work
&

on the farms,
X1i
Concentration camps
Concentration camps nave been established for refugees, particuls
1y Polish, and alsoc for Jews., If these the concition is usually bad,
although they do not display the sadistie exaggeration of those in
Germany. In s comwunity where the averége standard of living is as

low &s it is in Hungary, and where “he distinction between the

(&

poor snd the rich has always been =o great, prison life of any kind
will be pretty bad. It must always be remembered in considering

this question that the veople of the eastern purt of Europe do not

/ regard the liverty of others, or even their own liverty, comfort

| Or convenience, as seriously as we do., This can be seen Iin numberless

little ways. I have seen prominent business men whose officeswere
up two flights of dirty, dark, worn, wooden stairsy the most in-

adequate and Inefficient telephone service is accepted without



FEFROOUGED FROM HOLDEHGS AT THE FRANCLIN 0. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY

-

=13=
complaint; they suffer from cold or heat with far greater
equanimity than we doj they will cool their heels in dark,
dirty, uncomfortable waiting rooms. t is only natural, where
the richest accept such conditions without complaint,that temporary
places -of forceable detention will be rather awful.

Most of the atrocity stories that came to us about Germansy.
although, of course, there are plenty of Hungarians ready to iﬁdulge
in practices which are brutal, even according to the rougher standard
of Eastern Europe.

Serious enforcement of the German anti-femitic rules would be
practically impossible., The great Nazi politvician, Imredy, for
example, had a Jewish grandfather; zich Jews have merried into
many of the big Hungarian families, &nd & very large proportion of
the best doctors, lawyers and scientists zre Jews.

XI1I .

Military matters

When I arrived in Hungary =t the end of the war with Yugoslavia,
German troops in itransit were very frequently seen on the Hungérian
roads, and there was a great number of them going through the clty
ofrﬁﬁdapest. cometime before I arrived, at the time of the invasion,

I was told ‘hat there was a solid line of big Germsn mechanized uniés
crossing through the town., ihen we left, and wost of ihe time when
we were there, German cars and German officers were frequently
visible, and, although they wade no effort to mske themselves con-
splcuous, they certainly did not try to conceal their presence.

Along the roads the Germans had put up signs in German for the ﬁﬁngfit
of their wilitary drivers. Outside the aotel where I lived there

was, more frequently than nct, cne or two CGerman Government sutomobiles.
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These cars, and German eguipment generally, scemed to be of very
good quality, able to stand rough work und hard usage. I have
been told that their military equipment 1ls as good as can be.

The greatest fear of Hungary, if Germény loses, 1is of the
retreating Germans who undoubtedly will retire along a line of
frightful destruction. mx/gggnion is that they will burn
every city in Europe which they control, and every house and
factory; they will Jdestroy the mines, farms, cattle, everything,
making every effort to turn Europe into & desert.

XIV.

Nationality of local police and administrative control

The local police are all Hungarian, hut there is, of course,
a considerable number of Gestapo me2n and of Cerman secret agents
going all over the city. Local and civil ordnances are left pretty
well to the Hungarian police -nd ccurts, but international or
political guestions usually are under Cestapo supervision. German
agents have travelled over the ccuntry tc such an extent that it is
probably true that German statistics on the rescurces c¢f the country
are better than those of the Hungarian Government itself. I heard

a story, which may or may not be irue, of <o farmers whe with the

)

connivance of the local Hungarian authorities concealed a part of
thelr produce to save it from going to Germany. They were in-
medilately discovered hecause Germen agents had previously appraised

the possible yleld cf their fields,

It seems evident from my chservetion of Hungsry, from that

which I saw while wmotoring necross Turope, and from what I have heard
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first-nand, that the Germans have lost all hope of establishing
a Nazi order in Furope. Their desire was to divide the world
into three or four groups, with Germany in the first class, pro-
viding all the soldiers and controlling all military, naval and
air force, and dowminating manufactures, especially of goods of
military value. 411 higher education would be at German
universities, zlmost entirely limited to German students. The
policies of all nations would, of course, be subject to the consent
of Germeny. The rast of Europe they destined to supply raw material
for the support of Germany. A somewhat similar, but still subserv-
ient, fate was reserved for both Hortn and fouth Awmerica. Japan,
although ultimately subject to Germany, snc dependent on Germany
for raw materials, would probably be left slightly more independent
than other countries. This grandiecse schewme hag lost all hope of
execution. The Germans themselves do not bhelleve that they will be
able to carry it ocut. The ¥ew Order will remzin 2 blueprint.

There is no use, however, in imagining that Gerwmsn defeat will
re-estabiish old conditlions. That wes the mistake made by the
victorious Allies twenty years zgo. In tﬁa Tnited ftates it was,
"Bsck to Normeley®. The business administration of Harding, LCoolidge
‘and Hoover was directed by men whose constructive experlence had
been agquired between 1880 =nd 1814, They trisd to rebuild out of
the wreck the social structure with which thay had been familiar
in their youth.

They were given 2ll the carde in the deck. In the four years,
1914 to 18, the United States, from beiny the world's greatest
debtor, became the only creditor nation. Our manufacturing plants,

under the impetus of the war, enormously increased their productivity.
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In the eyes of the world we were no longer a distant golden vision
but the greatest reality on earth., In svery country, among the
allies, among the neutrals, and even in Germany, we were looked to
by @1l men, who had anything but a blind fear of the future, as an
almost inspired souree of hope.

In less than a decade the uzagaificent structure was shattered,
We had, to use Harding's phrase, "ldore business in government and
less government in business®, We continued on Coolidge's principle,
RThe business of this country is business®,

During that time I was in continuous opposition tc the National
Government and spent a good deal of time travelling abroad. I saw
the opinion of the United States held by foreigners change, from
thet properly given to & source of inspiration and hope, to bewilder-

ght nostility. It was the

i

ment, to despair, and Tinally to downr
last debauch of the 19th Century, but fortunately for us the crash,
when it came, was purely cconomic. ihen we were flat on our back there
was no one to jump on our face. That was the result of trying to
re-organlize the economic policies of the 18th Century after the war,

The political dominance of the world, which we returned to
England, was lost in the same way, but it took twenty years to do it.
Practically from the time that the ink was dry at Versailles British
policy seems to nave been directed with the single object of bullcing
up the Cerman menace as rapidly as possible. Again, as in the
United &tates, we see the contrcl of old umen ingpired by ideas of the
past, They failed to realize that the balance of power was a different
thing when England and France had_about‘forty million 1nhabitaﬁtﬂ

apiece and united Germany sixty, than it had been when France had
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twenty five million, Great Britzin ten or twelve and Germany was

d1V1ded into a multitude of small states, most of which were for

~sale or rent.
agalnst Louis XV and asgisted
\Eduld find them, was right in
‘ ﬁhen merely to preserve names
f $trengthen Germany with sixty

alliances of France which had

France too went in for this carnival of reaction.

The policy of Pitt, who supported Frederick the Great

him in organizing allies where he
principle but was wrongly applied,

and to aveld thinking it was used to
million inhebitants and to weaken the
twenty five,

The Army

was dominated by men who hated the Hepublic because of Captain Dreyfus,

and commercial lifs

terus of the 18th Cantury.

The German leaders are not particularly

they wnderstand that the 19th

of glory for the Fatherland) is

I was elected to Congress in 1918,

before the Armistice, I

by men who thought,

remember pany people

when they thought at all, in

efficient men, but
Century (whiechk did not end in & burst
over and done with,

The election was a few days

telling me that I was

most fortunate in beginning my career in the Congress which would

Shape the destinies of

by
)

2 A

wn

-gentleman even went co

o

had been elected would he the

({?
|5

'first.
absolutely nothing except

of 1820Q--laying plzns for

Harding and Hoover to protect the revival of

¥o such thing zs this must be allowed to occur again

the nation and of

As &8 matter of fect, the

the businessg

the postwer world. One old

to say that the Congress te whieh I

moE rtent that ever zat since the

c"

5 L

)

embers of thzt Congress did

play politics, preparing for the olection

ﬂdministration of Coolidge,
greed and selfishness.

The 19th Century
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economic theories will not do:/the present time,

I do not mean for a moment to suggest that in their time they'
did not Serve-a valuable purpose. It was under their operation in
the 19th Century that the White race settled all of North Ameriea
west of the ﬂileghanies, enafmcus parts of South America,Australia,
New Zealand and South Africa. Tﬁe conditions of human life
dmproved more in the 19th Century than they had since the time of
Caesar, Nevertheless, they have served thelr purpose--thelr time
is past, ‘

“We cannot expect, nor could we inteliigently hope for, a revival
éf the golden age philosophy of the last twenty years, when we were
told to look back on past days as models of future attainment. No
ocne but a cengenital 1diot can seriocusly believe that the people will
again tolerate the wmockery of overproduction.

Today the peocple of England and of the United States are doing
without many luxuriles and comforts to which they have been accustomed,
but they are not facing suffering and danger to re-cstablish Insullisn
and bull merkets. £ they are told that they must cut down on sugar
because there is not encugh to zo around, or on automobiles because
the factories ars nseded for cther purposes, theyr will make these
sacrifices cheerfully and without complaint, but they will net again
tolerate such atrocicus sispanagement of national resources in the
interest of private greed as we saw during the twenties.

I rewember c¢nly a few years ago a thousand hills throughout:
the country covered with sheep, the wool of which could find no
market. In the East,factories with all the machinery necessary for
spinning znd weaving were empty The sidewalks were covered with

men standing idle who were anxious to work in the factories. All



v

.E“ ’:mﬂmnmgmunmmm
i

«r‘iﬁﬂ_

]
H

'3£his time there were millions of people in the United Vtates

‘4n need of blankets and woollen clothes, All of this bqﬁaaag no
one inﬁividﬁal\&auid see Tor himself any profit in the wool
busingss. This is a thing which the pecple will not peaceably
suffer sgain. I should think less of my countrymen than I deo, if
I balievm that they would once more cslmly alleow themselves to be
mueked., Qur factories snd our natursl resources will work, and
our inn&lizgenca past be used, for the good of tlie nation. e

muﬁm.;@aliza that the purpose of a fectory is production rather

r'fhaﬁ prafit. 1f the present system vennot welsiain production,
ih ﬁ&nm&t hapa te conviome to live. We must Jevise « memns to
ﬂhke %h& 208t of our great resources, not oaly during the wap
bn; at 8ll times. It is debatable whetuver vie WOl CHES every
mén a living, but there cas bs no coubt st we aust find & peal

189 ﬂ“ the labor o0F overy aan or woman who s #illilg 1O work.

§ .q{_".,

fh&f& are oniy two possible things that cuan Dappene Unw ig that

1nzﬁiligent, fargighted and pevriotic men wili ~ead Thely coursgeous
'anm ﬁapaful fellow citizens to the full use of all our resources

agj aaﬁablish the greatesty civilization known to LLBTOTYs  Ale other
ié ‘that salrisn and unscerupulous demagogues deiunding the hopeless
nd ﬁhﬁ cowardly will, by the promise of one last Spr take us
bqﬁk to ineluetable chaos,
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