






~whh 9labona/9JJorlterltflbana _..,..,... 
1- OAWI O P l.lll, f'~IIIOI:IO'T j ;J$1'.,., IIAAC o • O I I.#IM 

~ I WHIMt WIC-ftlllll lll'l' .,... C-MIJI" 1111~ OIII I CTO• ... .... ~ .. ., ....... 
I.OUII III I • L. IIU &U,_..., 
I . OUIOT I ... , UIW> IIC. 
J. CA'f'PI,Aa. - 1 1' , fe I .C. 

..... . --.... ·~ .... 
.. "" -· Lei • ,..,. 

I . I O.CM I. 
f , O O irllWOA U III 

111 , C ... O .II T I 
... .......... c • ,..,.,""', ...... _ 

. . ......... "' ........... .. . ..... .. ... ... : ........... . 
.. I. Mlll,.oovnll• 

...... T. -111111 

.. I IIL 'II'I .OIOO .. ,. .. ..... . 
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Ur . Stephen T. Ear ly, Secretary 
to the Presiden t 

llbHe House 
'.fashingto n , D. c. 

Dear Mr. Ear ly: 

November 3 , 1941 

I am enclosing herewith an edi torial which 
appeared in the "Congress Weekly" of October 31, 1941. 

Th ia editorial touches upon a very tragic 
situation ~tHh re t oronce to a somewhat passive attitude 
shown by the governments fighting the bruto.Htiee ot 
Hitlerism towards the t ragic Jewish situation i n 
European lards. 

I t would be a s ource of great relief for the 
Jewish people throughout tho world it our beloved 
President woul d find an opportunity, at a press oon t erence 
or on some other occasion, to express hi a own deep 
teelinsa , and those or the AmO ric an people, to the llazi 
i nhuman treatments against millions or aut!er1ng Jewa 
in the occupied t erritories. 

I will highly ap pr eciate your opinion about 
thla matter . 

LS :DB 
AFOE 
ENC: l 
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TIMELY 
Tragic Silence 

F ao111 KOVHO IN Ttl~ NoaTu ~~ Ttnl ~ 
South, n wave of outright alnughter, mast deport>.· 

1iom and incarwadoo of jews in c:oncentraclon 

camJ» is taking a heavy toll of our people. Some l 
15,000 Jews of Hungary and Calida were banuhed to 

the Ukraine and murdettd bi cold blood. Their 

bodies fill the watera of the Dnic:ster. From Odesa 

12,000 were taken to concentration camps. The cit') 

of Kiev, which had a J ewuh populotion of 150,000 

is now ]ud .. rdo, according 10 the Ukrainian pogrom 

paper Krakowsf<i• Wisti. How many of thetc fted 

with the retreating RU!Siant nnd how many were lef 

to mett their fate at the hands of the Nuia no one 

knows. Of the 50,000 Jews in the city of Zhitonili--1 

the aame paper boMts-only 6,000 nrc left. All the 

Jews of B<aarabia and Bukovina, numbering 3M,· 

000 before the war, are being banished to Ukrainian 

ghettos. T o n plea for mercy by the Rumania.n Jew· 

\!h community, Ion Antoncscu, the Rum.anian 

Premier, replied that the Jews are being made to pay 

" for the hate of your fellow believers in ik&'!Mabia 

;,nd Odessa," while these territori.. were under 

Soviet rule. Similar "charg .. " of helping the enemy 

art made the excuse for the murder or countless 

Jews by "oourt martials" in other parts of Rumania. 

These are no 14atrocity.stories." The jewU.h pres 

i.s not alone in reporting these mass m3ssacrcs. They 

arc c.onfinned by authoritati\'t rc:pon.t i.n the general 

press in America and England. Yet no voice h:u been 

r:Uscd dther in this country or in Crcat Britain to 

""P""" the horror of free humanity at thU cold· 

blooded eatermination of a people. Compare thU 

Jilcnce with the voc:nl rca.c.tion to the barbarity which 

the Nazis perpetrated in Fr.nce. A hundred civilian 

hoo1agcs in Nant .. and Bordeaux wuc: murdered in 

reprisal ror the assastination of tWO German officers 

and both the President of the United Stat .. and the I 
Prime Minisur of Creat Britain spoke out with right· 

eous indign•tion. 
Is the murder of 15,000 j ews in the Ukraine less 

horrible than the murder of the hundred hootagc:s in I 
France? It may be lea spectacular; it may not involve • 

the quickening of the tempo of seething revolt in • 

wuntry which is "eoUaboruing" with Hitler. But an: 

the atrocitia committed along the entire mc:tc.h of ter· 

ritory (rom the Bohle to the Black Se• 1..., horrible and 

revolting than the crimes •• Nant .. and Bordeaux? 

TOPICS 
Condcmnnlion of Nazi atrOCities in France nre a 

weapon againlt ioolationism, and the l'resident In bis 

sutement propctly pointed out that ""'- who would 

oollaborate with Hitler or try to appe..., hbn cannot 

ignore this ghutly warning." Seemingly, however, 

condemnation of the atrocities against Jews would 

add fuel to the isolationist propoganda that the war 

agalrut Hider il a uj ewish war." Sr.ggcring u may 

he the facti and figures of outrigbt annibilation of 

Jews, no appeal mUJt therefore be made on behalf of 

Jews in order not to lend vtNimllitude to the 

"cha'llts" ol ilolation.ists. The line of political wis­

dom with reference to the Jewa apparently requires 

ailence. We cannot believe thot political expediency, 

however nobly motivated, justifies thU policy of un­

broken ailc:nce in regard to the inhuman wrongs done 

to Jews. 

} <Muh Atliluk ro R,..,u, 

W.u~a Tilt Congms W~tkly ov OcroetR 17 

opened iu oohunns 10 Mr. William Zukerman's 

charges against American Jew.,h leadership for pur· 

suing a policy of "~1:-.tioni.s.m" with reJcrcnce to 

Soviet J<WI, the leadenbip of the American and 

World j ewish Congr<ss banded to the Sovi<t em­

bast)' in Waahington a mtSSagc of fraternal greeting 

and enoouragemmt from the jews of America not 

only to the Jews, but also to the gallant armi .. and 

civil population of Sovi<t RUJ&ia. 

Thua the charge of "ioolationism" w:u disp<locd or 

while the p.-cutor W:L$ formulating it. There re· 

mains, however, the charge or .. M>phistry, incons:ist· 

ency and moral sen~itivenc:st" tupP'*dly displayed 

by American Jewish intelleetuals and national lead· 

ers during the period between Augwt 24, when the 

ao-eallcd Jewiah People's meeting in Mmcow i.<sued 

a enll signed by twenty-.six writers and artisu and 

addressed to the "Jewish brothers of the whole 

world," and the day in October when the message 

o( the American and World Jewish Congrao was 

made public. Are the leaders ol American J ewry 

really guilty? Wa$ there really such a gap between 

the attitude of the ma.sses of American Jews and 

their intellectual leadership ? 
Whot happened in Mmcow on August 24 w .. a 

pan of the "blitz" campaign to regain the oonfidcncc 

of the democracies 10011 during the two decades of 

internol and cxternol pol.icieo of the Soviet regime. 

• 
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l oveDbar lO, 1941. 

\ 
Dellr t]ncle Henry: 

.......... __ _ 
t'iith r t'tercce to ,.our note ab u~ tb4l 

~ Londo!! Jewish Cbrooicle, l all awt\llly eorr7 l!Qt 

- H seea11 Uw t tlila aa•e Mtter hae bee CO'f'ered 

~ 11 ~, 6.. in "· pr erlous request und ... e turned down 1D 

the State Deputuot. 

1 a.a anclos1z.a a cop7 ot the Stat.e j. ·: tJ 

Dep&l"t.aant•e l.ot.ter for ,.our 1ntorMt.ion. 

With all good w1ab.es to llre. 1or1mt.bau 

Wld ;you froa fl'Wlceil and ••• 

Ioura Yery rir.cere~y, 

EWDI II. ':lATSON 
Sucr11t.ary to t.ne Prasit.i~~Gt. 

/ '(} ~ 37'!­

Hooorable Henry loreenth&u j F~ ' 
1133 littb Avcue, · 

••• ton, lew Iorlt. 

--­.-· 



..... y MofitCMHTHAU 

llU ....n. A._..,. 

NKW YORIC CITY 

llajor . •• ~l J ,!:. · .atson 
The .. 111 te House 
.. ashiDGton, D. C. 

l iy dear Generul: 

November 6 , 191,.1 

.-..s I do not know who.t \.he uodus 

operandi 1e of the ?resiclent • e :l!lil , but pr~:.u.ne 

th:J.t 1 t all goes thl'OU,fih your hnndo , I \'O.nt to 

us'<: you to ple~se rush this a lone; , so th11.t the 

?resident 1 s •nesse.g6 can x•each here on .,nduy, 

:lov.,,~b~r lOth . 

.Ji th kind "lersonul re~,;uros , 

Yours sinceraly , 

p , :, , :r . I,ouis ilittenber,:•s U•<Ul'S(lf is Suite 5- B 

506 For-t · lnshin!,;ton .. v•uue 
,;e, fort. City 

l!RS. m:!INISOY: 

Lydin: 
VDB •B¥• for you to anewer "Vnele Henry" now 

becaase ve hed referred the preYioas le~ter to 

Stoto and they have written to Mr. Rittenberg, turning 

down t ho requeot !or a letter. 11Dii aaya you can alao 

eJ;)Illlln to Kr .Korgenthaa thAt the Presid ent does not 

!!lake a prnctice of sending 01esan,o;eo to pll])eu 1n 

!orelgft countrlea, l!.t any time. I! you want to you 

can oend hlm" copy or the State Dept.'• letter. 

nv 



HIINNY M ORGEHTHAU 

H» l'lf"''"H AYDfl.la 

HllW YOfU( C ITY 

llovember 6 , 191,1 

Ron . Franl,lin D. Roosevelt 
Pr esi dent of' the lfnitod ::totes 
The <.hi te ,[ouse 
'.lashina ton , ll . c. 

: ;y dear Franklin: 

I huve no doubt mutua l congratu­
lations on the result of' thi:J ''lU<lic i ,,11 election 
ure in order . I shn U watch \·,1 th t~reat interest 
hov; the rPsult:: wil l 1:or :.: . 

I r1 1 1.'1 t i.n" you todnj· . t t.h <; 
re·.t.ti3st. of the ._un~ir:·~li re.:.'ro: o.1t tiv~ of tl.e 
.Tz .. I:.,t· r..~~"" 'J";T. .. , Loui •. ~1 tt•3ttbot· ~: , who in~-.or .~ 
ne t:.~t h~ ho.s !.i.lrerldy .... -i!lt ...,"Vn :.l _rA 1' tetot o: 
h·hiclt I enclose ;A. co~·}' . 

I · -• )~t·t;on .... ll'r -...~t _cl.Li. ;·~r :..tud 
fri ~::;ld of lon :--t .... ndi n ::J£ the ."": ;r: · +".!" l-·.·r·-:L; 
·~f' London . I ''.!tVe u~eol~V"'d v it~ 1·o} ~ i.~.:ti~~ !Ctit)!l 
it!: ·~rov.'t-~1 illto ·tn o;;cea~i ·1 ·1~· l:rfloo: t i 1 .::diu-1 
ia1 t:.r- li ·"-. ot ... ur ~eo.plo in tl.'l '1·itL .. h 1 ~,,::.r-a , 
..tnd inoq.;<J t.:.a 1:hol• \iC::'ld .over . It It: r. !• l u,;ed 
~ 7iJv&. l rolt: not cnl:r iq ".A-1t't1.nj'", rut .. l so i'l thn ... 
hu..u11~ .ne .ltt·uictic c4lU&Js \lhich d.l"~)e .. ~l :.:> :.;tr'"" t(..­
ly to t!ll) "'"' 10cr· 1'i c o:-oirlt I .J.:n· ~·nr it h. ~r.1itt!!1 
to tlu--i•te , 3S""~Ci tll~,. to t: 03 .. 10;-icr ... ~ ~· r•!.:G o: 1tl;; ­
tiC'1 . 

T'+~y· .. -~ .. e no\ celet.r tti.t, their 
hu~turadtl, o.l,;;nivarr .. ~r}· , ..;'ld J. thinl- tlda is .:u1 occa­
sion \ h0re thoy r&~tlly ou,):t tc receive a ffJ\, oa-
coUl"3.;.~i" ,, •)rl:u Cr.:• l /· u , utl•.i. 1 .t l. :. t· --· 1t ti .e: 
~.·o :.U·~ in fUClt Gt.l··). t ccll_l..cu.· l tl n .j t..'1 lt':..t. r5t·~in , 
T t.l1i 11' It f.,Foj..;.<"'H.V~ l")"'I"''TI\ trf'lll v.·;~nl•l 1 .... h i •h1v i l'l n"><4"t:l', 

Hll~ .;x· t-.J.t l:r a -.1· <.i.!t•::U by t.h~ ., . 

r . oul·l ..... ''!""'lc.!.··t-~ if ./''ur .t~!:$ .• ~,1. :e 
c ;u 1 <1 l'"(I.Ch !' . -.itt ~ubel"' ou 'oud"-J ,:o th .~ h•J c .l!l 
C'"-l.Jl-1 i1 £rtl"" l!1;lr ·-ll dV·l',.:ll"~' i!':.JUQ \'licit '0 ·~ 1...<1 
r~B:~ -,u .cdn.:.- ~~ . ./, ·oV•l.ll.J .... r t•/."Jlfl h . 

:~· 
j 
' 
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PriM IIUUw ws.ut~a o-.illU ..,. ou.r __ , llriu.la clet..._. or u.. ... _.,.. .. .r ur-, d.N, Sa r.: .. J•••lt .... .,._ \Wr ~-Sap w \lie • 1 .Sal I.U... ~ of \lie ..ull lb alalo et '11'11 ft1u <u .,.,. 
U,1HJlwtll.ult 1U "rpcl~)i!;7! of -"-• eata'-M, Ia4ee4, pvw tal ne~, - or .., .. tor Ullin llllt tile -t.i.al• ot\lle mto4 -·!left '-flllU'W a, ettloia14l..,..N\10a Sa oi'Mir tl\~ te 
o""""' Ulla Wq1te -•• Sa \lie Uto ot • 'lnn••t.t.-1 Jovul or .,s.atoa. 

llaltltl ot \lie 4Mldft Saft- .,.v ~ laof-lol, 11 -u., ..,.. all \lie t•ao• am,.. aptu\ ,.._ ..Ua ot laai • 1a \lieN ~ ,et, ""'"" of barloa, 
bopehl 4qa, .. reapH~ -~ 7011r IIJ'Uiou - p-u ... AnH of tbo pro­t....U7 ortoet.t,. -a1 11q1p0r\ 7011 baft • t ..... ~\ed17 t.o allniat.o t.• pli&lt\ of ov berried bi'O~ •lloarnv 1a cU.•~-. we bee tit l.awtt.o a erpro .. toa of­U..t. tro. J'ft tOit pU11N\ioa 1a ov O•t.arJ luoaber, 

t• I ..nab ObrMieltjl~aa4oa, • -...k171ia t.• olcloa\ lowt•• pwtocl1oal oz\aa\1 ia teet. u.plcloa\ lon ab pUILtaaU• ot 011 ld.Jid. ~\ lt.o oeetllrlal ....... t'he Obroaielo lo&a '"- • a\N4taat. .._.t.o ot .. 111- p&~ot1•, •-•tto oolla~ ttoa, Uld of Aallo- • 1- fall"fttll.p, h .... Mea • _,.,. ot --co.,.. I'll~ t.o tile Ia deli a •1\J l a .u;r J..U, t.o t.be preoa aa4t.o CNltlll'tl u ... u u iat.ol'­
t al\la OD4N·•n• oa a a1..m .-lo. "••ptw .. ...,. ctbloaat.l••• incl..Usc cloe\rllo~ 
t.toa ot 1 ta Iloilo 1v atr--r atcla aad t• .alb wee\ 1a tlloe tlclats.., toroo1 ot part ot i ta por-al, tbo Cllroaiela boo _,.. t.o bop b \aet ita liiCORliOAlJ OOIIp&twt wul,._atclo -• ........,., Coadateatl7 oaolaeriat \lie -•UOMl llllt ,_.r alairktq , ... t.nWlll, u la 4et.ora1aacl t.o -u- ta ,..tlolcl t• VMtUoaa _. a\&aclarcla lflaloll baft .... u t.be ... , wt.4el7 ,.w ........ •all).-Joat•b aacaatao. 

hate-, aptr1Ual _apell1 apd lq 1o ..... &Uke, oa botll aicloa ot tile AUuUc 
aad 1n otller OoeU...u, ...... • a'o4 \lieu., n\1oaal, ...s aUftl.a\lqi.J r ....... 
l Oll ..Ut.oriel poUi:! \lie .laatala o--.,.111. ot Loadft. lla7 .. lmlblJ hope that 
7ft atU 'llo .. .,.. t. • tile lspeW. or • wau-.tel ..-... toa, "Mela the •..-. alpocl t1'-cor t.o o t.o ha1os oa or llatoro .. _.._. lltll. 

Pat\WUl7 11114 roepao\tltll7 702"• 

Lll.p 
Lnl• 11t.\ea'llore 
~- lltitar ot \lie l...tala OllroUelo 



In reply refer to 
PR 

My dear Mr . Rit t enberg: 

November 6 , 1941 

The receipt is acknowledged of your le t ter of 

October 31, 1941, received by reference from the White 

House , requesti ng of the President a message to be pub­

lished i n the Jubi lee issue comme~orating the one 

hundredth anniversary of The Jewish Chronicle of London . 

It is sincerely regretted that beca\~e of the ~ny 

e~ergency problens and the great demands upon his time 

the President has reluctantly been compel led to adopt 

the practice of declining to comply \7i th reques ts for 

messages of this nature . Since he has been compelled 

to decline numer ous similar requests from other wor th 

while groups , i n fairness to all he is unable to make 

an exception in the pr esent case . 

l~ . Louis Rittenberg, 
American Editor of The Jewish Chronicle 

of London, 
Suite 5- B, 

!am 

506 Fort Washington Avenue , 
New York, !lew York. 



- 2-

I wm sorry that I wm unable to send you n ~ore 

favorable reply, but I feel sure that you will appre­

ciate and understand the situati on confronting the 

President. 

Sincerely yours , 

Geor ge T. S~erlin 

Chief of Protocol 



. -
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

November 10 , 1941 

Mi ss Mabel Williams , 
The i./hi te House . 

Dear Miss Williams : 

Attached is copy of the letter 
to rJr . Rittenberg which you requested 
by telephone . 

Eu: EMcK 

l~ 



In nplJ' refer t. 
Pft 

111 a... 111'. ftUt.n11a .. • 

'!'be PMelpt la ..,.•lefCe4 ot ,._ h" ... of 

Ootoll ... :D., 1941, reoel'"' ll3' refarenee f'l'OII tho ~te 

HOUH, NCIUHtial of ....... llt.nt a ....... te M pllll-

blla41'e4th •nlfti'MP7 of lK lt!l• 'J'='t11 of LoMoa. 

It la .sr-•al1 l'apoott .. tlsat •••nso of~...,. 

. ..... , probl•• an4 the pood 4•en4a UJIOD blo U.. 

tho Pl'oal4ent baa I'Oluatantl:r llooD oo.polle4 to .sept 

tho p!'M\101 of 4HU.Jillllf te IOIIP17 wUb I'OCIUII\1 fol' 

•••MCo• of tblt natvo. t!SaH 1M baa lie• 0011Po11e4 

t o 4ool1Ae Pllllid'OQI dllilal' Pe4UOI\I f'l'OII otbOI' w..a 
whlla l fMIPI, ln ta1noat te ell ha la \lftablo to liMo 

'" ueoptloa 1ft '*'- pl'l-t ..... 

I• 
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I • ••••J -., I • 1iftalde to aiDI ,.a a WIPe 

tauralde npl~, '-' I ~ .. 1 ... that rea .Ul &PPI'I 

olaM aa4 •t•llt•M the ettuattea oeatNaU..-. 

PNal&.at. 

······~ , .•.. 
tJtaaa• '· m 11'1b 

Oblet ot P.Potaao1 
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