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Mr, Stephen T. Early, Secretary H”})

to the President
White House i
Washington, D.C. /]/}1/
Dear Mr. Early:

I am enclosing herewith an editorial which
appeared in the "Congress Weekly" of October 31, 194l.

This editeorial touches upon a very tragie
situation with reference to a somewhat passive attitude
shown by the governments fighting the brutaiities of
Hitlerism towards the tragic Jewish situation in
European lands.

FEPROOUCTD FROU MOLDSHS AT THE FRAMOE 0 MOOSDVILT LM

It would be a source of great rellef for the
Jewish people throughout the world if our beloved
President would find an opportunity, at a press conference
or on some other occasion, to express his own deep
feelings, and those of the American people, to the Nazi
inhuman treatments against millions of suffering Jews
in the occupled territories.

T will highly eppreciate your opinion about
this matter.
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TIMELY TOPICS

Tragic Silence

Fnuu Koveo m THE NorTH 1O OD IN THE

South, a wave of outright slaughter, mass deporta- (

tions and incarceration of Jews in concentration
camps is taking a heavy toll of our people.  Some
15,000 Jews of Hungary and Galicia were banished to
the Ukraine and murdered in cold blood. Their

bodies fill the waters of the Dniester. From Odessa |

12,000 were taken to concentration camps. The city

of Kiev, which had a Jewish population of 150,000 |

is now Judenrein, according to the Ukrainian pogrom |
paper Krakowskie Wisti, How many of these fled
with the retreating Russians and how many were left/
to meet their fate at the hands of the Nazis no one
knows. Of the 50,000 Jews in the city of Zhitomir— |
the same paper boasts—only 6,000 are left. All the
Jews of Bessarabia and Bukovina, numbering 385,
000 before the war, are being banished to Ukrainian
ghettos. To a plea for mercy by the Rumanian Jew-
ish community, lon Antonescu, the Rumanian
Premier, replied that the Jews are being made to pay
“for the hate of your fellow believers in Bessarabia
and Odessa,” while these territories were under
Soviet rule. Similar “charges” of helping the enemy
are made the excuse for the murder of countless
Jews by “court martials” in other parts of Rumania.
These are no “atrocity-stories.”” The Jewish press
is not alone in reporting these mass massacres. They
are confirmed by authoritative reports in the general
press in America and England. Yet no voice has been
raised either in this country or in Great Britain to
express the horror of free humanity at this cold-
blooded extermination of a people. Compare this
silence with the vocal reaction to the barbarity which
the Nazis perpetrated in France. A hundred civilian
hostages in Nantes and Bordeaux were murdered in |
reprisal for the assassination of two German officers
and both the President of the United States and the
Prime Minister of Great Britain spoke out with right-
eous indignation. }
Is the murder of 15,000 Jews in the Ukraine less
horrible than the murder of the hundred hostages in |
France ? It may be less spectacular ; it may not invalve |
the quickening of the tempo of seething revolt in a

| weapon against isolationism,

Condemnation of Nazi atrocities in France are a
and the President in his
statement properly pointed out that “those who would
collaborate with Hitler or try to appease him cannot
ignore this ghastly warning.” Seemingly, however,
condemnation of the atrocitics against Jews would
add fuel to the isolationist propaganda that the war
against Hitler is a “Jewish war.” Staggering as may
be the facts and figures of outright annihilation of
]mmnppcalmuatthm[urcbemmmbchﬂfoi
Jews in order not to lend verisimilitude to the
“charges” of isolationists. The line of political wis-
dom with reference to the Jews apparently requires
silence. We cannot believe that political expediency,
however nobly motivated, justifies this policy of un-
broken silence in regard to the inhuman wrongs done
to Jews.

Jewish Attitude to Russia

.wrm:.a tHE Congress Weekly or OcToBER 17
opened its columns to Mr. William Zukerman’s
charges against American Jewish leadership for pur-
suing a policy of “isolationism” with reference to
Soviet Jews, the leadership of the American and
World Jewish Congress handed to the Soviet em-
bassy in Washington a message of fraternal greeting
and encouragement from the Jews of America not
anly to the Jews, but also to the gallant armies and
civil population of Soviet Russia.

Thus the charge of “isolationism” was disposed of
while the prosecutor was formulating it. There re-
mains, however, the charge of “sophistry, inconsist-

. ency and moral sensitiveness” supposedly displayed

country which is “collaborating” with Hitler. But are |

the atrocities committed along the entire stretch of ter-
ritory from the Baltic to the Black Sea less horrible and
revolting than the crimes at Nantes and Bordeaux?

by American Jewish intellectuals and national lead-
ers during the period between August 24, when the
so-called Jewish People’s meeting in Moscow issued
a call signed by twenty-six writers and artists and
addressed to the “Jewish brothers of the whaole
world” and the day in October when the message
of the American and World Jewish Congress was
made public. Are the leaders of American Jewry
really guilty? Was there really such a gap between
the attitude of the masses of American Jews and
their intellectual leadership?

What happened in Moscow on August 24 was a
part of the “blitz" campaign to regain the confidence
of the democracies lost during the two decades of

iintemal and external policies of the Soviet regime,
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November 6, 1941

Dear Mr. Segal:

This acknowledges your lstier of
November third. With respect to the sugges-
tion which you make, I should like to call to
your attention the fact that the President
hﬂcnmn-uul-hpnhuuw
against persecution of the Jews.

Vary sincerely yours,

Mr. Louis Segal,

Osneral Secretary,

Jewish National Workers®' Alliance,
251 Fourth Avenus,

New York, N. Y.

yih-muns
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Dear Uncle Henry: ~ /

g

#ith reference to your note ab ut the

<~ Loudon Jewish Chronicle, I am awfully sorry but
. it seems thut

s séme matter has been covered
4u3+% in = previous request and w.o turned down in

the State Depurtment.

1 am enclosiug & copy of the State + ~ 0O
Department's letter for your information.

With all good wishes to Mrs. Morgenthau
and you from Frances and me,

Yours very sincerely,

EDWIN M. WATSON
Secretary ‘o lne Frssideat.

i 7Y
Honorable Henry Korgeathau X #‘5),_,
1-1.33 nm !.?-lu’ 7
New York, New York.
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HENRY MORGENTHAL
1133 FIFTH AVENUE
. MEW YORK CITY

Hovember 6, 1941

Major susral £.10, Watson
The ‘hite House
sashington, D. C.

liy dear General:

is I do not know what the modus
operandl is of the President's mail, but prssume
that it all goes through your hands, 1 want to
ask you to please rush this along, so that the
Sresident's message can reach here on .londuy,
Novenber 10th.

Jith kind personal regards,

Yours sincerely,

vs]

P.S. v, Iouis Rittenberz's address is Sulte 5-
506 Fort Vashington .wwvenue
llew York City

MES. DENNISCN:

Lydin:

WDH seys for you to enswer "Uncle Henry" now
because we had referred the previous letter to
State and they have written to Mr. Rittenberg, turning
down the request for a letter. WDH says you can 2lso
explain to Mr.Morgenthau that the President dees not
meke a practice of gending messages to papers in
forelgn countries, st any time. If you want to you
can smend him A copy of the State Dept.'s letter.

W
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HEMAY MORGENTHALU
1138 FIFTH AVEMUE
NEW YORK CITY

November 6, 1941

Hon. I'ranklin D. Roosevelt
Fresident of the "Tnited States
The YWhite Ilouse

Washington, D. C.

iy dear Franklin:

I have no doubt mutual congratu-
lations on the result of this municinsal election
are in order. I shall watch with great interest
how the results will work.

I am wrditing you today at the
raguest of the .uierieciun reprezentative o the
JT&uISH CHRCIICL I, Louis Ritteanberrs, who informs
ne that he has already ssnt you o request of
which I enclose a cony.

I @wa nerasonully wn adnirer and
friend of long standing of the TIUTSH CHRNITICLS
of London. I have cheerved with liesn satisfaction
1ts grovih into an exeeslinely inflosntial mediun
in the lifs of our neople in tha Vritish Jupirs,
and indead the whole world.over. It has nlaved
a vital role not enly in yleating, Wt also in thoss
hwasne and «ltrulstic causss which avneal so strong-
ly to the Veweratice anirit vherever it is permitted
to thrive, sapeciully to the .merican censze of jus-
tica.

They are now celebrating their
hundredth annlversary, and I think this is an occa-
sion whers they really ou;ht tc receive a few en-
couraging words frow you, god as at Lhs spssent tine
we are in sueh strong eolleboratlon with Geet Eritain,
T think A mescaca Prom von wonld ha hishlv 40 nler,
aoid greatly anprecisted by then.

I would apnraciuta il vour nessuie
could reach !Ir. Tdtt=nbery on 'onduy so that he ecan
cable it for thelr aanivarsary issue which pee to
yress on sednesday, ljovembsr twellfth.

viith alffeetinnute recurds,

Tours sincarely,



FROM MOLDSSGS AT THE PRGOS O ADOSTVELY LImAARY
PEFROCUCTD

Suite 8-B

508 TFort Vashimgton Avemue fiiiiiii s ity

Ootober ll..llll.

Franklis D, lt:-unh.
Frosident of the United States,
Washingtom, D C.

Dear Nz, Presideat:

Prime Ninister Winston Clurehill and other emineat British defenders of the de
mocratic way of life--mow, alas, in ve jeopardy-—have givem their blessings

to the special Jublles issue of the Jewish Ohronicle of Londom which

14,1941 ) w11l mark m%u-m existence, Indeed,
goveramental restrictioms, use of paper for aught but the eseatials
ofthe Allied csuse, have begn 1ifted by official dispemsation im order fittingly to
observe this usique eveats in the 1life of & dencwinatiomal Journal of opimion.

wnrmmunm“wmmmhm..m-u the
forces arrayed against the evils of Sasism in these doomful yet, because of America,
hopeful days, w#e respeetfully bespesk your grasious cooperation. Aware of ths pro-
foundly effective moral support you have extemded repesatedly to alleviate the plight
of our harried brethrem wherever in distress, we beg to invite an axpresnion of sen-
timent from you for publicatiom in our Cemtenary Nuamber.

The Jewish Chroniclepfhondon, a weekly,is the oldest Jevish periodieal extast; in
fact theioldest Jewish publication of smy kind. Throughout ite centarisl sourse the
Chroniele has been s steadfast sdvocate of selfless patriotism, democratie solls
tion, and of Anglo-iAmerican fellowship, It has besn & source of courage and guld-mee
to the Jerish community im many lsads, to the press oultural as well as inter-
faith endeavors om a univerdl seale, Vespite severs tions, includimg destrue-
tion of its home by air-raids end the enlistment in the fighting foroes of psrt of
its persommel, the Chromicle bas managed to keep intact its umcomnonly competeat
world-wide news coverage. Consistently eschewing the semeational but never shirking
the truthful, it is determined to comtinue to uphold the traditions and standards
which have made it the most widely quoted and read Aaglo—Jeriah magasine.

Statesmen, spiritusl spokesmen and lay leaders alike, oa both sides of the Atlamtic
and in other Continents, have commended the keenm, rational, and stimulatingly fear-
lees editorial policy of the Jewish Chronicle of London. Msy we humbly hope that

you will be mowved t us the impetus of a testimonial expressiom, which the under—
signed iskager to e to London on or before Bovember 11th,

Faithfilly and respeetfully yours,

Louls Rittenberg
LR.p American Bditor of the Jewlsh Ohromicle
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Compared/ £ :
Washington

November 6, 1941

In reply refer to
PR

My dear Mr. Rittenberg:

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of
October 31, 1941, recelved by reference from the White
House, requesting of the President a message to be pub-
lished in the Jubllee issue commemorating the one

hundredth anniversary of The Jewish Chronicle of London.

It is sincerely regretted that because of the many
emergency problems and the great demands upon his time
the President has reluctantly been compelled to adopt
the practice of declining to comply with requests for
messages of this nature., Since he has been compelled
to decline numerous similar requests from other worth
while groups, in fairness to all he 1s unable to make

an exception in the present case.

Mr. Louls Rittenberg,
American Editor of The Jewish Chronicle
of London,
Suite 5-B,
506 Fort Washington Avenue,
New York, llew York.
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1 am sorry that I am unable to send you a more
favorable reply, but I feel sure that you wlll appre-
ciate and understand the situation confronting the

Preslident.

Sincerely yours,

george T. Surmerlin
Chief of Protocol



COSTVELY LIBRARY
FROM HOLDSHAS AT THE TRARAMN O A "
REPROOUCTD

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

November 10, 1941

Miss Mabel Williams,

The VWhite House,
Dear Miss Williams:

Attached 1is COPYy of the lettepr

Rittenberg which you requested
by telephone,

t- O IIlII‘ []
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!:I:,a reply refer %o [l b 0

Wy dear Mr. Rittenberg!

The reoceipt 1s acknowledged of your lekter of
October 1, 1541, received by reference from the "hite
House, requesting of the President a message to be pub-
1ished in the Jubilee 1scue commemorating the one
hundredth anniversary of Ihe Jawish Chronigle of London.

It 1s sincerely regretted that because of the many
emergensy problems and the great demands upon his Stime
the President has reluctantly been compelled to adopt
the practiee of deelining to ecomply with requests for
meseages of this nature. fince he has been compelled
to degline numerous similar requests from other worth
while grouwpe, in fairness to all he is unable to make
en exeeption in the present sase.

I am

Mr. Louis mttm,“ -
of London,
fuite 5-B,
506 Fort washington Avenue,
New York, New York.
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favorable reply, dut I feel sure that you will appre-
ciate and underatand the situation confronting the

President.
sincerely yours,

George T. Dummerlin
(hief of Protocol
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