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Auguat u , 1942 

IW.tORo\liOOii POP. HONORABLE A. A. BEiU.E1 "/ r O 

'1'be attBc~ ia selt -explonntory, 

except thr t I do M t recall allY cOIII'Ittr:umt 

about l unch. 

I do not see aucb ~~~• ill -:1 

si t tillg i n 011 tmy powwow, but wleb you would 

1188 b.ia aga ill . 

l ou will J'1ll:!entber h& 111 bol1d! ng, 

or b Yary active in this tiOV: !Dt to aJW 

t..~a Jews 1n J erusal• . -

~t sba.ll I toll h1111 wbeu be C4l.l...t 

I! . H. !!ci NTYRE 
Secretary to the Pre:sidont 

--

Attachaent: Let to !o!lll.l 8-8- 42 from Allred A. Strelsin, '7-... 

595 !.!udison Ave. , II . Y. C., re the luncheon 1!.liU egreect W 

arrange for •lednesday or 'i'hursday with Serle to discuss 

the detliils or the !lission they discusssd - the ~ewish 

ArlliY; also attaches copy of swt~ ple of letter he i s 3ending I J 

out to individwals urging them to suppor t Jim !. ead ; partie- ' 

ularly stressing nis interest ln the Jewish AriY"'JDOvement . 
- .,-- -- -· 

MHM:B:J 

' . ' h. 
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' 

'' 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

I 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE ' 

A SSISTANT SECRETARY 

August 11, 1942. 

MR . MARVIN H. MciNTYRE 

,­
• 

lJ~.~ lp Strelsin does not strike me as heavy-weight . What 
lie wants now (he says you agreed to it) is the designa­
tion of himself and some other people as a mission to 
persuade the Br itish Government to do the right thing 

by a Jewish army. 

This is enlarging things considerably. I should 
be inclined to give him a passport to go to London and 
lay the case before the British Government . I cannot 
see that the situation calls for anything more than that . 

If he wants to put in for a passport , he is welcome 
to, but I doubt whether we could very well appoint him a 
"mission" in any official way. 

~). 
A. A. B., Jr. 



COMMITTEE FOR A JEWISH AllMY 
0# n ATD.DI AJfl) PAJ.D11JitAJI JEWS 

c o P Y Jwe 24th, 1942 

The Ri ght Honorable Winston Churchill 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Sir: 

U 1'7-llnt ITJlEET. N. W, 
W ASHJHCTOM. D. C. 

Tet.,a.-- An-. 0160 

The people of America, who are willingly sending 
their sons to fight on all fronts or tho 1vorld, 
thousands and thousands or miles away, ore natur­
ally concerned about the full utilization or 
availabl e manpower everywhere . 

A group of outstandi ng Americans representing 
all walks of life, including the clergy, men of 
letters, educators, trade unionists , industrialists, 
Members of Congress , Uembers or ths Senate and mil­
itary experts bave organized themselves into a 
Committee for an Army of stateless and Palestinian 
Jews. For many, many months they bave told the 
American public of the thousands of Jews 1n Pales­
tine and in the !lear Eas t who have been clamoring 
for an opportunity to form themselves into a Jew­
ish Army to fight and die , if necessary, in concert 
with all other people who are anxious to rid the 
world of the marauders or civilization. 

This Colll:littee with their no\7 millions of follow­
ers take the privi lege of addressing themselves 
to you at this critical period in the defence of 
the Lli dd le East . We urge you to use your good 
offices for the creation or a Jewish Army of 
Stateless and Palestinian Jews to help defend 
the suez Canal. 

With intelligent recruiting between BO,OOO ond 
100,000 men will answer the call "ith1n a very 
short period of timo . Those men neod no trans­
portation. They are there . 
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You, Sir, who are a stalwart banner-carrier 
for the freedoms of man and the moral rights 
of human beings can now give practical ex­
pression to your very laudable recent utterance, 
that this war i s being fought for the f r eedoms 
of people and for the human decencies. In rec­
ognition thereof, we wish leave to propose the 
following : 

1 . That the Imperial War Council adopt 
the decision to form a Jewish Army 
to bo placed under supreme Allied 
command . 

2 . That a command be set up wi thout de­
lay to recruit and tra 1n s uoh a J e1vish 
Army 1n which- ever of the Middle 
Eastern Countri es they find most ex­
pedient from a military point or vi ew : 
and that volunteers for this army be 
recruited from amonsst the Jews of 
Palestine, Iraq, Syria, Egypt and 
Iran . 

3 . That steps be taken to enable the ad­
ditional mobilizati on and training of 
stateless Jews and Jewish recruits 
f rom the non-combatant countri es of 
the Western Hemisphere, 'HhO are 'Hil­
ling to offer themselves to fight 
under t he Jewish bennet• . Tra ining 
quarters be set up for them, perhaps 
1n Canada, to prepare them for service 
1n any theater of war that the Allied 
co•nmand may designs te . 
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'l'hese proposals bave too 1\bolehearted support 
of the people of America as evidenced by the 
limitless expressions rece ived from them dur­
ing the past several months . 

We appeal to you as a Statesman of daring , 
boldness and i magination to taka this matter 
into your capable hands and make an Arrrry of 
modern Maccabees a rea lity. 

Most r espectfully, 

CQMJ,l i TTEE FO'i A JE'JISH ARMY 

P. S. 

1·1e attach copies of letter and memorandum on 
the above subject submit t ed t o ITis Majesty's 
Ambassador at ··lashinaton on March 24th . 



COMMITTEE FOR A JEWISH ARMY 
ot ITA1ZLESS AKl> fALESTDnAif JEWI 

June 24th, 1942 

The Honorable Franklin u , Roose velt 
Pres i dent of the Un1ted States 
Whi te House 
Washington, D. c. 
De11r Mr. President : 

tn1-U1K ma:T. N. W. 
W ASH.llfOTON. D. C. 

T• ... kAM A~OUO 

We are t aking the Uberty or subm1 tttng 
to you a copy of a proposal we have to­
day communica ted to the Honorable Wins ton 
vC.:.:hU::l:..;'C::_h::,:1;.:l;.l:..• _ 
- ., J8 
Since this is, we believe , smatter of 
immediate importance t o the cause of the 
Uhitetl Nat i ons , we respectfully hope you 
will give it your earnest ooneideration . 

We pray you will use your great influence 
to obtain for the J ewtsh peopl e , who we1•e 
the firs t to feel the barbari c onslaught 
or Hitlerlsrn, tho privilege of f i ghting 
back as dignif i ed human be i nas under thei r 
own banner . 

With profound respect, 

' CO!dlf.IT'l'EE F OR A JE'.YISH ARMY 



c 0 p y 

!.!arch 24, 1942 

The Rt , Hon . Viscount Halifax, K. O. , P. C, 
British Ambassador to the Oriitod States 
British :;mbassy 
"/e.sllin{lton, D, c. 
Excellency: 

It is on behalt' or the Co=itteo tor a Jewtsh Ar~ey that we 
have tho honor or addressing this coccuni cation to you 
together with tho enclosed meooro.ndum. 

The Comr.11 ttae for 11 Jewish Ar~ey is o ncn- partionn and non­
sectarian body t onned tor the solo purpose or bringing 
about the tor;natton of " JewiSh Ar~ey composed primarily 
of Palootinian and stateless Jews . 

In our Judcment, based on llXIr&l aa \'1811 as military con­
siderations, the formation of a Jewish Army is of utmost 
and i mmediate importance . 

We , therefore , respectfully submit the follow ing suggestions : 

l. That the Impe rial i'/u• Co111cil adopt tho decision to form 
a Jow1.sh Ar~ey to be placed under tho Suprene Al lied 
Commnd . 

2 . That tho Mi ddle- Eastern Hi gh Coru~d begin wi thout 
delay, to recruit and tt•a in such a Jevihh Army in which­
over or tho fUddle -Eastern countr i es thoy f ind moot 
expedient from o military point of vi ew . 

VolWlteers ror tb is arJliY ni ll come from amongst the 
million Jews res lding in the 141ddl e Bast, pert i culorl:T 
from Pa l estine . Conservati ve esti mates show that botv1een 
ao,ooo and 100,000 men 11111 answer tho call. 

3 . That steps be token enabling the mobilizati on and tt•atn-
ing for the Jewish Ar~ey of the large nurnbors of ref1.18oes 
ond ~tateleas Jews res1d1n6 in Allied and neutral countries . 
They oigbt thon be sent to the Mi ddle East Bast or to an7 
theater or war where , in tho opinion of the Supremo Allied 
Command, they can be most effectively used. 

In view or 1he imporot1 ve need for an all-out effort to save the 
Suez and the Niddlo Eaot; in view or tho tmporntive need to com­
pletel y abandon the remainders or tho polic7 or appeo~onont in 
tht> no" vt tal L!iddle !1:clstern oreo and in view or the rsot tbs t 
the above proposal completel7 soparatoo the Jew1~b Army plan 
from tho Palestinlon-:C: ionist- llrit1ah rolationo, we reo:J, thoro 
can no longer bo an7 valid obj ections to tho format ton of ~ts 
ar 1117. 
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It is also our definite view that the technical obstacles cited 
by opponents of a Jewish Army can easily be overcome , since the 

Alli ed Governments would, to the best of our information , willingly 

cooperate in the solution of the problems that JJight come up in 

connection with the mobiltzation, equi pment, training and trans­

portation of such a Jewish Army . 

Moral and military considerations should, it seems to us, outweigh 

any r easons that might be brought forward against this passionate 

des i re on the part of a large section of the J ewish people to 
face and fight under their o;m insignia the common enemy of mankind . 

This Committee is convinced that the great and noble Brit ish people 

whose courage and moral impregnability saved the World in the 
moment of its greatest peril , cannot fa n to approve a plan l'lhich 

is of v1 tal concern to the very prtnc iplas for ~.h ich we are f i ght tng 

this war . 

We respectfully request that you bring this commun i cation to the 

1mmedia te attention of His Maj es ty1 s Government , bearing in mind 

the extreme gravity of the situation i n those very theatres of war 
where the Jewish Army would be of substantial and perhaps deter­

mining i mportance a s a m111tary as well as psycholog ical factor in 

successful resistance to Axis aggression . 

We hove the honor to remain , 

Respectfully yours, 

Pierre van Paassen 
National Chairman 

' 

Alfred A, Strelstn 
Cha 1rman, Exe cutive Bca rd 



loiF.Io!ORANDlJII( o~· TilE JEWISH ARL!Y 

As President Roosevelt emphasized in h i o fir st mojor speech to the 

nation after Pearl Harbor, on December 9th, the war againat tho Axis 

has oosumod a Universa l obarooter, and any event occuring anywhere on 

tho g lobe eff ects tho situation of tho Allied Notions, 

It was on t he boats of this concepti on of tho present world wsr that 

tho non- sectari an and n on-partisan Coomitteo for a Jewish Ar~ was 

organized , No other oonaideratians wore involved - neither questions 

of Ziontst or (pm•el;y) Jowtsh affairs , nor problems oonnooted with the 

Internal British- Zionist relations hip . The Co~nittee for a Jewish Army, 

whose members include influential representatives of avery walk of 

Americon life, is concerned with tho interests of the United Nations in 

the i r fight to n in this war. 

With this as tts basic point of view, tho Committee hos put forth their 

demand that tho Jowo be g i ven an opportuni ty to fight under their 01vn 

banner against tho enemies of domooraoy and civilization~ just as suoh 

an opportunity hos been granted to the Free Czechs , tho .l'·roo Poles and 

the Free French . Tho prillllry reason for this demand is that the Jews, 

or a t least a largo number of them, eagerly d esire such an opportunity. 

To refuse this pri vilege to t he people Who were the first victims of 

Hitler•s aggression is contradictory to the s p irit and letter of the 

Atlantic Charter . To porstst in th1s refusal sets up an obstacle to 

the moral victory of the Un1tod Heti ?ns over the f orces of ovil. For 

reasons or morale and h onor, therefore , the Allies s hould welcome any 

group thll t demands the r i ght t o fight the common foe . 

Military experts agree that a Ja111llh Arrey" serving in the !lear and !Jtddle 

East v1ould be Qf i noattmo.b le valuo t o the United Nat ions from a atrategic 

point of view, For Pales t i ne is the ga teway to the Eaat and the key to 

the defense of t he suez Canal and or the Russ ian "back door" on the 

Persian Oulf . To endanger Po lostine therefore means the i mperiling of 

the British Mediterranean lifeline as 11011 as tho suppl y line to the 

Russian f ront. 

A Jewtsh Ar:gy rtould hel p consolidate the Allied positions a round the 

Suez Canal . Such a J ewish Ar~ •~uld, furthermore , obviate the necessity 

of d iverting a numerically equivalent f orce f rom the Western hemisphere 

to the !:lear and l.liddle Eaot . American D1111tary experts agree with the 

Conrnittee for a Jewish Army in vieiV1ng Palestine as s v1tsl e lemen t in 

the defense p l ans for tllis hemisphere . 

The history of the British dofoa to 1n this war shows that they have boon 

caused by lao lc of manpower i n the British forces . Thua Gonoral Wavell•s 

victories tn Li bya last year were quickly nullified bocauso, as Primo 

Minister Churchil l told the Hous e of Conmons on May 7, 1941, h e bod 

"only s oingl e armored brigode and one inf antry division" to throw into 

battle against t he nUQerically vastly superior German and Italian forces . 

Moro recently the Brtt1sh s uffered another defeat 1n Libya because t hey 

could not wttbatond the pressure of General Rommel ' s 90 , 000 soldiers , 
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Stneapore woo lost booauae the numertcnlly tnndoqusto British Army there 
was no match tor 100, 000 Japaneao . 

A Jo•t1sh A~ or 100, 000 strong would enable the Br1t1ah to outnumber the 
Nazis and Faoatsts tn Libya . Had such a J ew1ah Arllflf boon tn existence , 
tt would have been able to release the .1\nzac forces in tho Middle Eo.at 
tor the Battle of Stngapora . 

The f irst to jo1n tho JeWish Army n1ll be tho Jons ot Palestine .mo wUl 
defend the i r homeland and their Uvea from attack by military aggreSGton 
and by tho powerful tttth-column elements among Palestinian Arabs inf l amed 
by o.ntt- Br1t1ah ond anti-Jewish propaganda . 

As soon as tho war broke out tho l&adors of the Palestine Je\Vtsh Com:nuntty 
called upon their people to register as volunteers for war service. Out 
ot n Jewtsh population of 550,000, 136,000 men and women answered this 
aall , Many of them are already tralnod 1n defense methode; a large 
proport ion ot them know the desert and how t o fight tn it . At 11 oonser­
vattve e stimate, at least 70, 000 men of thts group woult\ bo avnilnble for 
i tmnediate service in tho Jewish Arm:/. 

Other countries Ul the !lear and Middle East also hllve considerable Jewish 
populations . Egypt , Iran, Iraq, Syria and TUrkey mve many thousMda of 
J ows Who aro eoger to jotn forces w1 th the democracies to help prevent 
the Axis from overrunning their countries. About 301 000 of those Jows 
may be expected to join a Je••tsh An1l:f . 

Another important group that l'lOUld seize the opportunity to join a Jewish 
Army consists or the stateless and refugee Jews from Nazi-dominated Europe . 
Scattered throughout Ehglad, the British D~minions , the United States and 
tho South Amor1cnn countries, these men aro eager to bottle for the cause 
of democracy . For many thousands of them a Jowish Arllflf woold moon an 
opportunity to fight against the forces that rendered them homeless . 

Then there are the nat ive South American Jewish communities, many of whose 
members would welcome a Je<~1sb Arrey ror serv1co in 11h 1ch they could 
voluntoor ond ttlus contribute t oward the doronl. of Hitlor . 

As the Je11tsh Ari!IY proposal hils already been discussed with represontllt1voa 
of the British Government on several occasions, it ia not out of plaoe to 
clarity some points on r-'1 1oh opponents of the pl81• mse their arguments . 

The point, frequently cited , that not all Jows auppot•t tho demand for a 
Je~tish Ar!Yty is utt erly i mmaterial, just as i t te immato:r1ol whether or 
not the 1\bole Pronch people ar.., backing General de Gaulo . '!he Jo~Tisb Arrq 
would be organized for those Jews who wish to serve tn it and ITbO are not 
elig i ble tor a erv1ce in the armed forces or the united Nations . 

Anothe r argument that hoa boon brought forward seeinst the J ewish Army 
plan is that there is no need for nw.npowo1• and that tl'>.e necessity has 
been completely outdated, as witnoso Prime Minister Churchill ' s speech 
before the Hou'"' of comr.10ns early tn Docettber, 1941, when m said: 
"The crisis or equipment ia larsely over, end an ever-broadening flow 
ta now assured . Tho ot•181a of tn81lpovter and ltOa;anpottor 1a at band and 
will dominate tho yent• 1942" . 
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But even if a shortage of material existed it could not serve as a de­

cisive reason for not permitting the Jews to form their Army. For the 

prime requisite for an arl!IY' i s the manpower . :r~urtherntOl'e, i t is not 

Br i tain but the Unit ed States which is the main arsenal provid ing equip­

ment tor the democratb forces . And There is no reason to suppose that 

the Uni ted States wruld refuse equipment to a Jewish Anny mobilized to 

defend suez - particularly since the Roosevelt Administration has granted 

Lend-Lease aid in tbe for m of equipment t o the Free Czechs and Free French. 

The IIBin reason for t he British reluctance to approve the formation of a 

Jewish Army is admittedly the fea r of resentment amone; the Arabs of the 

Near and Middle East . The answer to this objection can be formulated as 

follows: 

only the anti- British, pro- Nazi Arab elements are opposed to a Jewish 

Army . These e lements do not wait for the organization of a J ewish Army 

in order to make trouble . Tbe Nazi- ins pired revolt 1n Iraq took place 

in 1941. Syria bed to be conquered from the Vier~ administration and 

native troops by bard f i ghting in 1941 . 

Egypt is still neutral 1n spite of the fact that the British and Anted 

armies have been sh edding blood for over two years 1n the defense of 

that country, am the Kingdom of the llile has as yet not deigned t o join 

the Allies. 

In fact, the onl y country where the Arabs did not come out 1n open op­

position to the Brit i sh was Palestine where the Jews are strong part of 

the population. 

1'/hile there are many signs and demonstrations of pr o- Axis s ympathy on 

the part of the Arabs in countries under British rule or influence, no 

pro- Allied sympathy has been observed among the Arabs under Italian, 

French or Spanish rulo . Hence the appeasing of Arab pro - Nazi leadershi p 

by reru sing permiss i on for the formation of a Jewish Anny is a rutile 

and meaningless gesture . 
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