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Mugust 11, 1942 r b, s

' KEMORANDUM FOP HONORABLE A. Ae BERLE: ¥ 70

The attached is self-explanatory, .
except thet I do not recall any commitment
about lunch.

T Ao not see much serse in my
sitting in on any powwow, but wish you would
gee him again.

You will remember he iz heading,
or is very ective in this movement to amm
the Jews in Jerusalem. -

e ———————————

"het shall I tell him when he calls?

¥, He McINTIRE
Secretary to the President

Attachment: Let to MM 8-8-42 from Alfred A. Strelsin, A
595 Madison Ave., N.Y.C., re the luncheon {HM agre

arrange for dednesday or lhursday with Berle to discuss
the details of the !lission they discussed -- the vewish ; ‘(
Army; also attaches copy of sample of letter he is sending r e
out to individuals urging them to support Jim Lead, pertic-
ularly stressing his interest in the Jewish Army movement. "OH

¥

MHM:B:J
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

A ) ASSISTANT SECRETARY

August 11, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MARVIN H., McINTYRE

\ g f
{i’~ij‘LBtralsin does not strike me as heavy-welght., What
e wants now (he says you agreed to it) is the designa-
tion of himself and some other people as a mission to
persuade the British Government to do the right thing
by a Jewlsh army.

This is enlarging things considerably. I should
be inclined to give him a passport to go to London and
lay the case before the British Government., I cannot
see that the situation calls for anything more than that.

If he wants to put in for a passport, he is welcome
to, but I doubt whether we could very well appoint him a
"mission" in any official way.

%
AA. a,JI"‘i
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1317=15TH STREET. N. W.
'WASHINGTON. D. C.
Telephona: ADams 0840

COMMITTEE FOR A JEWISH ARMY
OF STATELESS AND PALESTINIAN JEWS

COPY June 24th, 1942

The Right Honorable Winston Churchill
White House
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

The people of Amerieca, who are willingly sending
their sons to fight on all fronts of the world,
thousands and thousands of miles away, are natur-
ally concerned about the full utilization of
aveilable manpower everywhere,

A group of outstanding Americans representing

all walks of life, including the clergy, men of
letters, educators, trade unionists, industrialists,
llembers of Congress, Members of the Senate and mll-
itary experts have organized themselves into a
Committee for an Army of Stateless and Palestinlan
Jews. For many, many months they have told the
American public of the thousends of Jews in Pales-
tine and in the lear East who have been clamoring
for an opportunity to form themselves into a Jew-
ish Army to fight and die, if necessary, in concert
with all other people who are anxious to rid the
world of the marauders of civilization.

This Committee with their now millions of follow-
ers take the privilege of addreassing themselves
to you at this critical period in the defence of
the Middle East. We urge you toc use your good

of fices for the ereation of a Jewlsh Army of
Stateless and Palestinilan Jews to help defend

the Suez Canal.

With intelligent recruilting between 80,000 and
100,000 men will answer the call within a very
short period of time, These men need no trans-
portation. They are there.
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You, 38ir, vwho are a stalwart banner-carrier

for the freedoms of man and the moral rights

of human beings can now give practical ex-
preasion to your very laudable recent utterance,
that thls war 1s being fought for the freedoms
of people and for the human decencies. In rec-
ognltion thereof, we wish leave to propose the
following:

l. That the Imperial War Councll adopt
the decision to form a Jewish Army
to be placed under supreme Allied
command.

2. That a command be set up without de-
lay to recruilt and train such a Jewish
Army in which-ever of the Middle
Eastern Countries they find most ex-
pedient from & military point of view:
and that volunteers for this army be
recruited from amongst the Jews of
Palestine, Iraq, Syria, Egypt and
Iran.

5., That ateps be taken to enable the ad-
ditional mobillizatlion and training of
statelesa Jews and Jewish recrults
from the non-combatant countries of
the Western Hemlsphere, who are wil-
ling to offer themselves to fight
under the Jewish banner. Training
quarfters be set up for them, perhaps
in Canada, to prepare them for service
in any theater of war that the Allied
command may designate.
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Page 3,

These proposals have the wholehearted support
of The people of Amerlca as evidenced by the
limitless expressions recelved from them dur-
lng the past several months,

e appeal to you as a Statesman of daring,
boldness and imagination to take thils matter
into your ecapable hands and make an Army of
modern Maccabees a reality.

Most respectfully,

COMMITTEE FOR A JEWISH ARMY

PeS.,

e attach coples of letter and memorandum on
the above subject submitted to IHis Majesty's
Ambassador at Washington on March 24th.



1317—15TH STREET. N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.
Telephone; ADama DE4D

COMMITTEE FOR A JEWISH ARMY
OF STATELESS AND PALESTINIAN JEWS

June 24th, 1942

The Honorable Franklin Y, Roosevelt
Preasident of the United Statesa
“hite House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, President:

We are taklng the liberty of submltting
to you a copy of a proposal we have to-
day commnieated to the Honorable Winston
Churchlll.

LA

Since this 1is, we belleve, a matter of

immediate importance to the cause of the
Unitaed Natliona, we reapectfully hope you
will give 1t your earneat conaideration.

We pray you will use your great influence
to obtain for the Jewlsh people, who were
the first to feel the barbarlc onslaught
of Hitlerlam, the privlilegs of flghting
baclt aa dignified humen beings under thelr
own banner,

With profound respect,
.,

COMKITTEE FOR A JEWISH ARMY
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March 24, 1942

The Rt, Hon. Viscount Halifax, K.G., F.C,
British Ambassador to the United States
British Embasay

Washington, D. C.

Excellency:

It 1s on behalf of the Committee for a Jewish Army that we
have the honor of addressing this commmnicaticn to you
together with the enclosed memorandum,

The Comrittee for a Jewish Army is a non-partisan and non-
sectarian body formed for the sole purpose of bringing
about the formation of a Jewish Army composed primarily
of Palestinlan and stateless Jews.

In our judgment, based on moral as well as military con-
aiderations, the formation of a Jewish Army 1s of utmost
ond immediaste importance.

We, btherefore, reapectfully submit the following auggeablionsa:

1, That the Tmperial War Council adopt the declision to form
a Jewilsh Army to be placed undsr the Supreme Allied
Command .

2., That the Middle-Eastern High Command begin, without
delay, to recruit and train such a Jewlsh ﬁ-rm;f in which=-
ever of the Middle=Eanstern countries they find most
expedient from a military point of vlew.

Voluntesrs for this army will come from amongst the
million Jews residing in the Middle East, particularly
from Paleatine. Conservative eatimates show that between
80,000 and 100,000 men will anawer the call.

3. That steps be taken enabling the mobllization and train-
ing for the Jewish Army of the large numbers of refugees
and stateless Jews residing in Allisd and neubtral countriesa.
They might then be sent to the Middle East Eaat or to any
theater of war where, in the opinilon of the Supreme #llied
Command, they can be most effsctively used.

In view of the imperatl ve need for an all-out effort to save the
guer and the liiddle East; in view of the imperative need to com-
pletely abandon the remainders of the policy of appeasement in
the now vital Middle Eastern area and in view_of the fact that
the above proposal completely separates the Jewish Army plan
from the Palestinlan-Zionist-British relations, we feel there
can no longer be any valld objectlons to the formatlon of this
army.
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Tt 1s also our definite view that the technical obstacles cited

by opponents of a Jewish Army can easily be overcome, since the
A11lied Governments would, to the best of our information, willingly
cooperate in the solution of the problems that might come up in
connection with the mobilization, equipment, training and trans-
portation of such a Jewlsh Army.

Moral and military considerations should, 1t seems to us, outwelzh
any reasons that might be brought forward against this passionate
desire on the part of a large section of the Jewish people to

face and fight under their own insignla the common enemy of manlkind.

This Commlttee 1s convinced that the great and noble British people
whose courage end moral impregnability saved the World in the

moment of its greatest peril, cannot fail to approve a plan which

is of vital concern to the very principles for which we are fighting
this war.

We respectfully request that you bring this communilcation to the
immediate attention of His lMajesty's Government, bearing in mind
the extreme gravity of the situation in those very theatres of war
where the Jewish Army would be of substantial and perhaps deter-
mining importance as a military as well as psychological factor in
successful resistance to Axis aggression.

We have the honor to remain,

Respectfully yours,

Plerre van Paassen
National Chailrman

L]

Alfred A, Strelsin
Chairman, Executive Scard
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MEMORANDUM OF THE JEWISH ARMY

As President Roosevelt emphasized in his first major speech to the
nation after Pearl Harbor, on December 9th, the war against the Axis
has agsumed a Universal character, and any event occuring anywhere on
the globe affects the aituation of the Allled Nationa,

It was on the basis of thils conception of the present world war that

the non-sectarian and non-partisan Committee for a Jewish Army was
organized, No other considerations were involved - neither questions

of Zionist or (purely) Jewish affairs, nor problems connected with the
Tnternal British-Zionist relaticnship. The Committee for a Jewish Army,
whose members ineclude influential representatives of every walk of
American 1ife, is concerned with the interests of the United Hationa in
their fight to win thils war.

With this as its basic point of view, the Committee has put forth theilr
demand that the Jews be given an opportunity to fight under their own
panner against the enemies of democracy and civilization, jusf as such
an opportunity has been ranted to the Free Czechs, the Free “oles and
the Free French. The primary reason for this demand is that the Jews,
or at least a large number of them, eagerly desire such an opportunity.

To refuse this privilege %o the people who were the first victima of
Hitler's aggression is contradilctory to the spirit and letter of the
Atlantlc Charter. To perslist in thls refusal sets up an obsbtacle %o
the moral viectory of the United Nations over the forces of evil. For
reasons of morale and honor, therefore, the Allies should welcome any
group that demands the right to fight the common foe.

Military experts agree that a Jewlsh Army serving in the Near and Niddle
East would be of inestimable value to the United lations from a strateglc
point of view, For Palestine is the gateway to the Emst and the key to
‘he defense of the Suez Canal and of the Hussian "back door" on the
Persian Gulf, To endanger Palestine therefore means the imperiling of
the British Mediterranean lifeline as well as the supply line to the
Russian front.

A Jewish Army would help consolidate the Allied positions around the

suez Canal, Such a Jewlsh Army would, furthermore, obviate the necesaslty
of diverting a numerically equivalent force from the Weatern hemlathere
to the Near and Middle East. American military experts agree with the
comnittee for a Jewish Army In viewing Palestine as a vital element in
the defense plans for this hemlsphere.

The history of the British defeats in this war showa that they have been
ecaused by lack of manpower in the British forces. Thus General Wavellls
victories in Libya last year were quickly nullified because, a3 Prime
Minister Churchill told the House of Commons on May 7, 1941, he had
"only a single armored brigade and one infantry division" to throw into
battle agalnst the numerleally vastly superior German and Italian forces.
liope recently the British suffered another defeat in Libya because they
could not withstand the preasure of General Rommel!'s 90,000 soldiers.
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yemorandum on a Jewish Army - 2

Singapore was lost because the numerically inadequate British Army there
was no match for 100,000 Japaneseé.

A Jewlsh Army of 100,000 strong would enable the British to outnumber the
Nazis and Fasclsts in Libya. Had such a Jewlsh Army been in exlstence,
it would have been able to release the Anzac forces in the Middle East
for the Battle of Singapore.

The first to joiln the Jewish Army will be the Jews of Palestine who will
defend their homeland and their lives from attack by military aggression
and by the powsrful fifth-colum elements among Palestinlan Arabs inflamed
by anti-British and anti-Jewlsh propaganda .

As soon as the war broke out the leaders of the Palestine Jewish Commmity
called upon their people to reglster as volunteers for war gervice. Oub
of a Jewlsh population of 550,000, 136,000 men and women answered this
call, Many of them are already trninaa in defense methods; a large
proportion of them lmow the desert and how to fight in 1%. At a conser-
vative estimate, at least 70,000 men of this group would be available for
immediste service In the Jewlsh Army.

Other countries in the Near and Middle East also have considerable Jewlsh
populations. Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey have many thousanda of
Jews who are eager to joln forces with the democracles to help prevent
the Axis from overrunning their countries. About 30,000 of these Jews
may be expected to join a Jewlsh Army.

Another important group that would selze the opportunity to join a Jewish
Army consists of the stateless and refugee Jews from Nazl-domlnated Burope.
seattered throughout Engled, the British Dominions, the Unlted States and
the 3outh American countries, these men are eager to battle for the cause
of demoeracy. For many thousands of them a Jewish Army would mean an
opportunity to Tight againat the forces that rendered them homeleas.

Then there are the native South American Jewlsh commmnities, many of whose
members would welcome a Jewish Army for service in which they could
volunteer end thus contribute toward the defeat of Eitler.

As the Jewish Army propossl hes already been discussed with representatives
of the British Covernment on seversl occasions, 1t is not out of place to
¢larify some points on which opponents of the plan base theilr arguments.

The point, frequently cited, that not all Jews support the demand for a
Jewish Army 1s utterly immaterial, just as 1t is immaterial whether or

not the whole French people are backlng General de Gaule. The Jewlah &rmy
would be organized for those Jews who wish to serve in 1t and who are not
eligible for service in the armed forces of the nited Natlona.

Another ergument that has been brought forward againat the Jewlsh Army
plan is that there 1s no need for manpower end that the neceaslty has
been completely outdated, as witness Prime Hinister Churchill's speech
before the House of Commons early in December, 1941, when he aaid:
"rhe orisis of equipment 1s largely over, and an ever-broadening flow
13 now assured, The erisis of manpower and womanpower is at hand and
will dominate the year 1942",
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vemorandum on a Jewish Army = 3

But even if a shortage of material existed it could not serve as a de~-
cisive reason for not permitting the Jews to form their Army. For the
prime requisite for an ariy is the manpower, Furthermore, it 1s nob
Britain but the United States which 1s the main arsenal providing equip-
ment for the democratic forces. #And There 1s no reason to suppose that

the United States would refuse equipment to a Jewish Army mobillized to
defend Suez - particularly since the Roosevelt Administration has granted
Lend-lIease ald in the form of equipment to the Free Czechs and Free French.

The mein reason for the Britlsh reluctence to approve the formation of a
Jewish Army 1s admittedly the fear of resentment among the Arabs of the
Near and Middle East. The answer %o this objectlion can be formulated as
follows:

Oonly the anti-British, pro-Nazi Arab elements are opposed to a Jewish
Army. These elements do not wait for the organization of a Jewish Army
in order to make trouble. The Nazi-inspired revolt in Iraq took place
in 1941, Syria hed to be conquered from the Viehy administration and
native troops by hard fighting in 1941.

Egypt is still neutral in spite of the fact that the British and Allied
armies have been shedding blood for over two years in the defense of
that country, and the Kingdom of the Nile has as yet not deigned to join
the Allles.

Tn fact, the only country where the Arabs did not come out in open Op=
position to the Britlsh was Palestine where the Jews are strong part of
the population.

"hile there are many signs and demonstrations of pro-Axis sympathy on
the part of the Arabs in countries undsr British rule or influence, no
pro-Allied sympathy has been observed among the Arabs under Ttallen,
Prench or Spanish rule. Hence the appeasing of Arab pro-Nazl leadership
by refusing permission for the formetion of a Jewish Army 1s a futile
and meaningless gesture.
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