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M....._, 
UAII.&Y IM.&l$0)1' FO.S"DICK 

D.lc:&'Wl C. CAADU. 
C:. rY A& Kn1.tn.0 M 

THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH 
1\-rvu..s:m& Dt.av& ,. nnm S'r'aE.n' 

,..--.....,NIW YOU, N.Y. 

- \ ::~ec:ber 27, 1933. 

\'J~-:j 
/ ·- _,....,.. 

I 

Tne President of toe United States, 
llp,shington, D.C. 

Sir: 

( 

I I 

•• 

It io my privilege to ~resent to you the 

,, 

'. 

I 
enclosed petition signed by n significant nucber of 

the Chr19t1a.n r.Unisters o~ 1:e11 Yorio City. !:atl1 

denominations a.nd all types of religious opinion , 

wi tl1in the Chriatinn churohes,nre represented in tbeoo 

oignatures, l'.nd we ho;>e t hat iMaouch as our plea 1e 

on bohr~! not of Chr!stinno but of our J~wish bretnr en, I 

re ety be the core perouaoive nnd convincine. 

17e i\ave no thou;;h t of nppeoJ.ing to you f or 

~ide o,en dooro tor J ewish re~ugoes . This we feel 

I 
aure would oilitnte in f~vor of nnti- Seodtiao in our 

ooontry and do more .lnrm t hr.n good . Tie understand, 

ao - e Link, tllc coiOJ)lexi ty of the nroblom, a.n<\ u e 

aware t nnt t~e !ulfiloent of our petition uill ~vo 

to be guarded by well considered c ondition• a.nd 
/ .1 j 

carefully l ir.Uted n~ero. 

!ievertheleao, rre "re sure t ar.: t more gener oe1 ty 

cnn be snOI'In t !li\JI is nou possible under t no , resent 

pol icy , r.r.~ r.e respectfully urge on your ~ttention this 

"'"ct'll -n the 1ntereat o! hW:!rulitY end gooc!Jrill . 

::oat ree:,ccttully y ~urs, 

. ., ) 

-~~~ ..,. 



'ly dear Dr . Fosdi ck! 

The President baa received your lettet' of 
Nove~ber 271 19~, enclosing a peti tion s i gned 
by Christi an mt niater e of New York Ctty, con
cerning t he position of Je~s i n Cer~any and the 

i~igratton i nto t he United St s tea of such al i ena 
a s their relat i ves and frtends ay be ready to 
recei ve under defi nite terms of guaranty for t hei r 
protecti on and care. 

Ameri can consular offi cers have already been 
i nstructed t hat every conai derbt i on possi ble under 
t he l aw shou.ld be given t o t he di fficulties which 

t hese aliens may encounter i n meeting the re~ulro

t~ents of our t "r!D i gr a t i on l allts , The Depart·•ent of 
State and the Depar~ ent or Labor are studying 
t hls matter sympat hetlcolly wtth a vl ew to dete-r

~iniD& t he extent to whtcb, i f a t all, the regu
l a ttona pr o'IIU.lgoted by t he ttm Depart· ent.s "'ay be 
modified 1.n order t hat the roost llbero.l trea t 1nent 

possible under t he l aw may be extended to such 
a l i ens who "'&Y desi re to co"le t o t hts country. 
Certain quest i ons concerning t he ~e&ning of pro
vtsi onc of t he t ·•mi gr a tton l aws involved i n these 
cases have recent ly been su~itt&d t o t he Attorney 
Oenerd . 

Sincerely yours, 

Secr e t ary to the r r estdent. 

The Rever end 
Harry ~eraon Fosdick, 

The Riverside Church, 
River•i de Dr i ve a t 12~nd Street, 

Me~ York, New York . 



~ .... ~COfoji........U.'nON• 10 

THC HCACTAin' fW 8TA1W 
• ......,., .. c. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Dec= ber 11 , 1 ~~~ 

0 

Dear r . Howe : 

In response to the President ' s request I 

am enclosi ng a suggested reoly to Dr . Fosdick . 

Enclosur e : 

To Dr . Fosdick : 

The Honor able 

Louis UcB. Howe, 

Secretar y to the President, 

The Y.hite House . 



THE RIVERSIDE CHURCH 
lllVEJ.8lDE DJUVF. ., 1.22ND STILu:r 

NEW YO&Jt. N .Y. 

MU.U.U. 
HAUY £KELSON FOSOICJt 

~UCENE C. c.u.J)£1 

J anuary 2 , 1934 . 

C. IVA& Kn.UTII.OM 

s ecr etary of the President, 
11hi te House, 
~ashington , D.C . 

Dear Sir : 

On november 27 I forwarded to President Roosevelt 
at \/arm Springs , Georgia, a petition signed by a 
large group of Christian leaders in lle17 York City , 
men like Bishop Lanning, J ohn Heynes Hol mes, Bishop 
:..cConnell, and others. It concerned the possibility 
of a more generous attitude touard Jel7i sh refugees 
from Germany . 

I have not yet recei vcd even aclmowledgment of t h is 
nell;ition received a t t he President ' s office . I am 
wonder i ng if you can at least enable me to say to t he 
ministers who are interested in t h is petition, and 
are pressing r:E for a response , t hat it lias been 
received. I realize vividly the pressure under which 
you all uo rk and t he endless quentity of mail received, 
but i f you can :relp me in this r egard I s hall apprecia te 
it . 

Sincerely yours , 



• 

Robert A. Ashworth , 

Henry A. Atkinaon, 

w. Russell Bowie, 

George A· Buttrick, 

s. Parkea Oadm&n, 

Samuel McCrea Cavert, 

Edmund B. Chaffee, 

Allan Knight Chalmers, 

O.A. Clarke, 

Everett R. Olinohy, 

Henry Sloane Coffi n, 

John L. Davia, 

Samuel u. Dorrance , 

William E. Dudley, 

J, Stanley Durkee, 
" 

Phillips Elliott, 

Anthony H. Evans, 

Frederic s . Fleming, 

~ •t>eclfully yours , 

Educational secretary of The National Con
ference of Jews and Christiane, 2B9 Fourth 
Avenue, New York City. 

General Secretary of The Church Peace Onion, 
70 Fifth Avenue , New York City. 

Rector of Grace Church, 802 Broadway, New 
York City. 

Minister of The Kad1eon Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, 921 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

111niRter of central Congregational Church, 
64 Jeffenon Avenue , Brooklyn, !lew York. 

General Secretary of The Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America, 105 
East 33nd Street, New York City. 

Director of The Labor Temple, 342 East lllth 
Street , New York City. 

Minister of The Broadway Tabernacle, Broad
way and 56th street, New York Cit y. 

Minister of Emmanuel Baptist Church, 36 St. 
James Place, Br ooklyn, New York . 

Director of The Nat ional Conference of Jews 
and Cbrietians, 289 Fourth Avenue, New York 
City. 

Pr esident of Union Theological Seminary, 
Broadway at 120th Street, New York City. 

Minister of Washington Square Methodist Epie
oopal church , 133 West 4th Street, New York 
city. 

Rec tor of St. Ann ' s Church, 131 Clinton 
Street, Brooklyn, New York. 

Minister of Flatbuah Congregational Church, 
Dorchester Road and East Eighteenth Street, 
Brooklyn, New York . 

Kinieter of Plymouth Ohurob, Orange Street, 
Brooklyn, New York. 

Minister of The Fir at Presbyterian Church, 
Hicks street, Brooklyn, New York . 

Minister of West Park Presbyterian Ohuroh, Am
Rterdam Avenue and 86th Street, New York City. 

Rector of Trinity Church, Broadway and 
Reotor Street . N-• v~-~ ~~~ 



The Presi dent of the United States, 
Washington, o.c. 
Sir: 

llovem be r 27, 1933 

The plight of the German Jews has touched the heart 
of the world with pity. Repud i ated oy their own country, 
they have been driven like their ancestors of old into 
strange highlfays in search of shelter, protection , and 
sympathy. We are cred ibly informed that 40, 000 German 
Jews have received the gencrouR hospitality of France. 
Other thou~~ds have entered i nto Holl and, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Czecho-Slovakia, and Great Britain. Into 
our own country only a. few scattered individuals have 
oome, although American Jews, numbering more than three 
millions of our moat respected citizens, stano ready to 
receive and care for the i r distressed brethren. our 
immigration laws have made it imposs ible for us to 
join othel' nat ions in receiving German refugees in t his 
cris is. 

This tragic cir cumstance prompts our urgent ap
peal. We believe that ways and means shoul d be found 
to g rant asyl ur• on our shores to afflicted German Jews 
seeking escape from their country. We recogni ze that 
in our present national situation suoh admission may 
necessarily have to i>e conditioned on guarantees t hat 
thP. rPfugees will be oared for by their friends and 
relatives here so a s no t to become d ependent on publ ic 
charity. With whatever limita tions and conditions pub
lic wel f a.re may dictate, we plead, nevertheless, for 
a much more generous policy than at present obtains. 
Such act ion would be in accord with the beet traditions 
of our Republic, and with t he sacred precepts of our 
Christian f alth. 

1'/e therefore respectfully ask you, as President , 
to take action, ~onsisten t with the l aw, which may per
mit ent rance into our country of such refugee Jews a s 
American Jews and their fri ends may be r eady to receive II un~er definite terms of guarantee for their protection 
ana care . 

we the undersigned believe that , in presenting 
thi s :9eti tion, \Ve are speaking for the overwhelming 
majority of Chri sti ans no t only in our city but in the 
country 1> t large. 

We hav~ the honor to remain, 

Mos t r espectfully yours , 

Robert A. Ashworth, Educational secretary of The National Con-



Harry &.ereoa Foedlok, 

Wllllaa Hlr&m Foultea, 

Ohazlea 1. Otlbert, 

JohD Haynea Hol•aa, 

Robert J:. HUflle, 

Obarlea t. Jefteraon, 

r. Erneat Johnaoo, 

JohD Paul Jonea, 

A. Edwlo Xelgwln, 

John Lara.rge, 

John Howland Lathrop, 

Henry Selth Letper, 

A.s. Lloyd , 

R1vlngton o. LOrd , 

EUgene w. Ly&&.D, 

M&lcol.& Jamea JlaOL·eod, 

"11 111 .. T . IWU>11>1, 

Francia J• ~oOonnell, 

Wllllaa p . Kerrtll , 

o .a. wuate , 

Mln1atar of St. Paul•• Ob~oh , 853 weet 81\h 
S\rte~, Mew tort Olty . 

Mlnlt\tr of The RlYerl1dt Cburob1 Rtverel4e 
Dr1~• at l22D4 Street, lew Tort Qlty . 

Mlnleter of 014 Flre' Cburoh, Newark, Ke• 
JITIIJ• 

Sutfraaaa 81ebop of Dtooeee of lew Tort, 
8yaod HOUII, ._Itt~ A•tnue an4 llOtb 
Street, Me• York Olty. 

Mlniater ot 1'be Oo-unity Chu.rob of lew 
York, 

Profeaeor of the H1etory of Rellrtone, 
u·nton 'Theological 8t11tnary, Broadway at 
130tb Street, Xe• York Otty. 

Paetor ~erltue of Tbe Broadway Tabernacle, 
Broadway and 56th street, we• York 01ty. 

txeouttve secretary of the Oepart•eot of 
Reaearoh and tduoat1 on of tbe Federal 
Counotl ot the Ohuzoheo of Ohrtot to 
Aaer1oa, 105 Eae\ 32nd Street, He• York 
01\y. 

K1Diotor of UDion Ohuroh of Bay Rt~, 
301 - 80th Street, Brooklyn, Hew York. 

M1D1ater of West !nd Preebyt~rian Church, 
A&lt·erclu A•enue At 105tb Street, New 
York City . 

Aeeooiate Editor of Amertoa, 339 West 108tb 
Street, New York Otty. 

XlDiater of Cburoh of tbe Saviour, Monroe 
Place, Brooklyn, Mew York. 

E~ecutlve SecTetary of Tbe Un1vereal Chrt.
tton Counotl of tne Fedor~l eouno!l of tho 
Ohurohee of Chrtet in .uertoa, 28? Fourth 
Avenue, Mew York Olty . 

Suffragan Btehop of Oiooeee of New York, 
Synod Houae, Aaete~dam Avenue and llOtb 
Str eet, Jew York Olty . 

W1n1ater of Ftret B&ptlet Cbu.rcb, Lee Avenue 
and Kent Street. Brooklyn, New York. 

Profeooor of the Phtlooophy of Roltgton, 
Union Tbeologioal Seatnarr, Broadway at 
130tb Street, Mew York City . 

kini~ter of The Collegiate Churcb of st . 
wtobo\.ae, r-tftb Avenue &n4 Forty-Etahth 
Street weet , New York C1ty . 

81ebop of Dtoceee of New York, Synod Bouse, 
Aaaterdaa Avenue and llOtb Street, Xe• 
Jork 01\y . 

Reo1dont Btohop of The ~otbodtot tp!ooopal 
Chu.rob, 1.!0 Fiftb Avenue, Hew York 01ty. 

K1n1Rter of !be 8r1et Cbureb, fifth Avenue 
an6 Thirty-Seventh Street, tfew York c-tty . 

Minister of The 11ret Preebytertan Churob, 
1lf\b Aven~~ ~ twelf\b 8\reet, lew York 
Oit.y. 

Mini1ter of Fire\ Refor~e4 Church, 7th 
... _ .. .., a-... ~t .. "" u • • vr~"'"· 



Willi .. T. M&naiDC, 

FTancta J. vcConnell, 

Willl&a p. Kerrill , 

o.s. lrSuate , 

Reinhold taeb\lbr, 

Norman v . Peale , 

Daniel A· Poltng, 

Karl Reiland, 

Chriat18n F. Reiener, 

Daniel Rueull , 

Harold G. Salton, 

Stebop or Dtoceee ot We• York , Synod a~uae , 
!aeterd .. AY«nue and llOtb Street, He• 
York Clty . 

Reoident Bhhop of The xethodiot Iphoopal 
Oburob, 150 Ftttb Avenue, Ne• York City. 

lUnieter of "l'be srick: Church, Fifth Avenue 
and Th1rty-8eYenth Street, Ne• York City. 

Winteter of The P1ret Preabyter1an Oburob , 
Fifth Avenu~ ~ Twelfth Street, New York 
Olty. 

Yintater of Firat Reformed Church , 7th 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 

Profeeeor,Applied Cbriltianity, Untoo 
Theological seminary, Broadway at 120th 
Street, New York City. 

Wtni&ter of t he WArble Collegiate Church, 
Ftfth Avenue at 39th Street weat, New 
York Olty. 

Preaident and Edi tor- 1n-Obie.f of Ohr1et1an 
Herald AefD otation, 419 Fourth A"'tnue, New 
Yort City . 

Rector of st. Oeorge 1 a Church, 207 Eaat 
16th Street, New York City . 

Vinieter ot Broadway temple, Broadway from 
l73rd to 1?4th Streeta , Ne• York City. 

~1niater of RUtgere Preabyterian Church, 
Seventy-Third Street &t Broadway, New 
Yor~ Olty. 

Minieter in Ob&rge ot The Tom~kin' Avenue 
Congregational Ohuroh, 4-80 Tompkins Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New York. 

George P&ull T. Sargent, Rector of st . Bartt.olome• 1 s Church, Park 
Avenue end 6l11t Street , Uew York City. 

Paul Soberer, 

Guy tmery Shlpler , 

W.lnot Sl~na, 

r ·rederiok x: . Stamm, 

Ernest Yilmore Stir~e, 

tdw&rd J. Wal1h, 

Harry F. We-N, 

Edmund ~ . Wylie, 

~inlater of The Lutheran Church ot the Holy 
Trinity, Central Park West at 65th Street, 
New York Olty. 

Edi tor of The Churchma~. 19 Eaet 41th street, 
New Yor~ City. 

M1n1eter of All Souls ' Church, Elg.btletb 
Street and Lexington Avenue, New York City. 

Jllniater of Cbr1et Cburoh , Park Avenue at 
Sixtieth Street , New York City . 

Wlnlater of The Clinton Aveoue Congr~ga
t1oo&l Church, 350 Clinton Avenue, Brooklyn, 
New York. 

Slehop of Diocese of Long leland, One Seven
~Y Remaeo Str eet , Bro oklyn , New York. 

Vio&- Pr eaident of St. John'• College, 75 
Le•ia Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 

Proteaeor,Ohriatian gthtoa, Union Theologt
oal Seminary, Broadway at 120th Street, New 
York 01 ty . 

Wlnlecer of Park Avenue Pr esbyterian Church , 
Park Avenue an4 85th Street, New York Oity . 





-

ReapeoUull7 referred to tM Deput-

Uoa Sarnoe ) tor coaaideraUoa and replJ. 

v 
M. B. MoDrl'YR! 

S.oretal'J to the l>reaideat 

elb 

Let . to the President from S8111Uel :SJl?:"• Ellman Importing Co., Lafayette 
Bldg., Phila., Pa., 7/1/37; asks aid~ bringing his two sisters , Rose and 
Clara Ellman, ot Trembowla, Poland, to this country. 



Jul.7 6, l9S7 

Reapeottllll y referred to the Saoratary 

of Labor tor cona1deret1on and reply. 

K. H. MolNTYRE 
Secretary to tbe President 

elb 

Let . to the President from Leon Sobo~ 93 Barrett St ., Brooklyn, N.Y. , 
7/1/37; asks that his brother, Leisor Sobel , and his family be allowed -to colll9 to the U.S . from Poland. " 

v 



Better Housing Week CIGARETTE T 
Starts Here Monday SCORED 0 

EAST SIDE 
SI!1TU!MBNT 1101181!8 AIIO 8CUOOL CUlt. 

OREN TO TACH PART l1'i 
OD<0111mtATIOIIS 

School Children Act 
To Assist Movement 



.April 6, l9J8 

Tb.ia 1l1ll aclr:Dolllqo yaur atter or 4prll 
fittb addr••Hd to the Preaidellt AD4 1 roaret to ed
Yi.M you th&t the Proa1dct wlll not be able to u
proN the opiAioo. • b.ich you doairo. So ll&lJ3 nry 
• er 1tor1ou. UDdert&kill&a are brought to b.1a attct1011 
th&t in tho intaroat of tairoeaa to ell tile Preaidoot 
ia obliged. aec .. ar1q to purauo a policy ot aot coa
IIOiltin&. ID the ci.rcu.etucea, I u aur• ,.ou will 
Wldaratud hie poa1t1011 and wUl. exeuao b.ia. 

llr. Barry H. Seht•ch~, 
l!ut Side Ina, 

ST£Pifi'JI z.w.r 
S.crot.r,r to tho Proaident 

.... \ l96 Eut 1lroadR,y • 
• .. t orlt, 1. r. • ,. 

\ . 
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