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You ••1 1ntora ~be ~he Prae14ant 

v111 aaka a publ1o eta...eftt alone ~ tollov1nr 11nee 

II lOOft II WON 11 reoa1Ye4 ~ba~ ~b• oon,•pla'e4 All1e4 

deolaraUon bae bMn 1uue4 or ·~ 12 llOOD, E.{l.T. Ootobar 
... 

'1~ \be 4aolarat1on hae not than bun 1111114 1n~. 

QUOTE Tba praot1oa ot Ulllltlllg aoorae ot 1nnooant 

hoetagae 1n rapr11al for 11olate4 attaoke on Oaraana 1n 

ooUlltr1aa , .. porar117 IID4ar the laa1 heal raYolte a vorl4 

a1read7 1nllred to euftar1ng and brutal1tJ. C1Y111aa4 

peoplee long aco adop~ed tbe bae1o pr1no1ple tha~ no 

aan eho11ld be plln1ebe4 for the deed of another. Un&ble 

to apprehend the pereone 1llY01Ya4 1n 'h••• a~taoke the 

Naa1e oharao,ar1et1oall7 elauchtar f1ft7 or • hllftdred 

1nnooan~ pareone. Tboea who would IMlER QUOTE oollabora~a 
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DD lDIR Qllot'l wUh 111Uor 01' tl'1 h 8ppeaao h1a oaaMt 

1aao•• ~· ~n:r wan1Q&. 

t ho llao1o a1pt haYo loU'Ilocl fi'OII tho laot var 'hll 

1apooo1~111t7 of broat1aa ..... ep11'1t b:r torror1oa. 

Inotoad tho:r 40Yolop thalr IJIER ~UO!I lo~oaaraua liD 

II"ER QUO!'& aa4 IIIIIIR QUOfl a .. oi'UI' DD IIIUil QUO!'& 

bt 4epth• of tl'1chtflllao•• n1eh "•" tho:r haYo ..... ,. 

approaohocl before. 1'1lo1o Al'O Cho aoh of 4ooporato aea 

who ltno,w 1n cbo1zo h eart 1 that t ho;r O&llftOt w1ft. h1pt­

fl&lnou oan nOYoP br1ng poaoo t o &u.ropo. n onl:r eon 

t ho 1Mtl1 of hatrocl vM.oh will one dft1 bzo1n« toartul 

I'OCI'1butlon &liD QUO!'&. 
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CAU:Iut •: 'i'N: !oll01< lnc :.tet.eMnt by the p,..,~!<ion t -~ !lt: 
liZLCI l li Cli.!::'ID!ll:~~ llll!!i: until r -.1easod. 

hel~ase is autoo'At tc, 
for 12:~noo~ E.~ . ? . , ~oeoy. 

for tM prus and radio, 
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~ccrottory to the ?resident 
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f'OR 'IIIE PRESS S'i'ATD.;Eirr BY 'Ill g PRESIDFl'lT 

The practice of CY~cuting scores of innocent 

hostages in reprisal for isolated attacks on Germans in 

eow1t ries tempora.ril;r under the Nazi heel revolts a ,..,rld 

alreacy inured to suffer~ anG brutality. Civilized 

peoples lone aeo adopted the basic principle that no man 

should be punished 1'o1· the deed or another . Unable to 

apprehend the persons involved in theoe attacks the Nazis 

characteristically slaughter l'ifty Ol' a huJldred innocent 

persons . Those Y<ho rould "collabflratc" Nith Hitler or try 

to appease him cannot ignore this &hastly warning . 

The Nazis trl{>;ht have learood from the last war 

the inpossibility or broakinc men 's spirit by terrorism. 

Instaad they develop their 11lebentlraum11 and "neYI order" br 

depths of frightfulness which &ven they have nevur approached 

b~forc . These are the act5 of desrerate men who know in 

their hearts that thc;r cannot win . Fri!#>tfulncss can never 

brine peaca to Europo . It only sows the s~eds of hatred 

which will one da;r brins rearM r<l'Lribution . 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SECRETARY 

October 24, 1941 

MEMORANDUM IQ .Im; PRESIDENT 

The British and the Alli ed Governments contemplate 

issuing a declaration similar to that quoted in the 

attached telegram concerning the shooting ot host ages 

by the German aut horities . While practical effects ot 

suoh a declaration may be slight, I believe that this 

Government should also forcefully declare its reVUlsi on 

at this practice . There i s accordingly attached a state­

ment which, if you approve, you may wish to make to the 

press either concurrently with the issuance or the hllied 

decl arati on or at a fixed time . I suggest tomorrow noon. 

' ) / fl (' II 



The practice or executing acorea or innocent 

hostages in repriAsl t or isola~e4 Attaoko on Germano in 

countries temporarily un4er the Na~i heel revolts a world 

already inure4 to surrering end brutality. Civili£ed 

peoples long ago a4opted the basic prinoiple that no man 

should be puniehed tor the deed of another. Unable to 

apprehend the person~ involved in the!e attacks the Na~ie 

chsrecteriatically aleughter fifty or a hundred innocent 

persona. Those Who would •collabora te• with Hitler or 

try to appeaee him cannot ignore this ghastly warning. 

The Nazis might have learned rrom the last war the 

impossibility or breaking men's epirit by terrorism. 

Inetea4 they attempt to develop their "lebensraum• and 

•new order• by depths or trighttulneae Which even they 

have never approached before. Theoe are the acts or 

desperAte men who know in their hearts that they cannot 

win . Frighttulnese can never bring peace to Europe. It 

only sowe the oeede or hatred which will one day bring 

tearful retribution . 



J"LS, .&doU 
D!PA.Rft!ft ~ 9fA'fl 

1-8-42 

Wrote to t.be Prnidut. M;Tilll J. baa WCI .. ted t.bat. St.ate and Juet.ice joiDt.~ 

appoint (latbaa) 8\raua •• inapector ot a....., and It.allu iDternaent. ~·· with 

jurhdiction liken .. to report. on condition ot Gel'MII and Italian ci't1.liana not 

interned. Sqe he hal talked to Straue but that Straue il not rea.ll.7 intereated 

in thie Job, Iince he would reall.;y like to be a •nber ot tbe new Labor Boa.rd. 

'llr. Berle thinltl Straue 'IIOUl.d probab~ talte the job it the Prellidut aaked bb. 

See 2694 



.tEl t IS, 1'1011. ~ 
UJIIJIR SIQRFf,,Rf Of STATE, 
1-l -42 

l'lroh \o l'l'esU.•t .. ,1 .. tllllt ~· Sao. ot SU\o , .. , .... ,. reool'fed t ho Ita· 
'bo .. o4or ot tho Nethorlaah, tho illalner ot Tuaoel .. sa, ud tbo k latater of ua..-uw, 
'llbo hod ~uut .. aD appout .. t 11l 01'4• to pro-t a jolat ••••••Uoa '117 lutna• 
\ton ot \holr Oo'N ...... h, wlta reca•n tllat tala Soarrotol'f laJ' •11 •t._ Wore tho 

Pnal4ut. It 1a u •JJ001 1 oa ~Malt of tho alllo ~ate elpatorr to ~· D"lar•­
Uoa ••• et s t. Z•o•' falaM oa Jan. 13, 19U, oo811-.atnc oo\o ot -rloloMo op1Dn 
a1'f111a.u. S.14 u ..a.n•u ~' • e lmllar •PP'lll 1a llolDI aeclo to tho 0..•-'• 
ot Qrea\ Br1ta1a aad tho ll'D1011 ot .. .not Soo1alht RoP~&llltoe. ! aelo ... • OOif ot tho 
U..le:rauoa ot Jomaol'f 11, •1• .. ~,. roprao .. tatt• .. ot Dlllo llUe4 o ..... n .. u .taooo 
oouatr1oo oro llow u4w Oo:nu ooouptUoa, auo a OOPf ot lett• t o Mr. Rllll, Jul7 so, 
U U, • altba that tala i"fta14•t fll tho UDlt .. Stoho a44raao o lao\ -~ .. to tile 
oulprlto aJIIIl .to tllom a811ont•4 tlt.at \ bo 4otara1MUOG • 4 pour of tba tlD1\o4 ~., .. 
at Aaerloa oro t o bo oouldorot •• • .,aaroatao \bot tho 'lld'lllq pN'flOUol)' shea •111 
llo oarr1o4 SD\o tttoot. 'I'M Dept. ot S\ota C.O&OINdlla ot .-.wooUoD la doto4 July 31, 
1942 and 1a oa .abJoots oa,._. AtrotUlee tpl•t OeCIIlJl .. Cclut~lMo 
- Orlgtula ratanot looJii "a ret~alD .. ) wl\h PI'Oild•t'• ........ tor •• UD4u 
sooretary ot <>toto, Aua. 12, 1941 - "Do rou \hlalt tho .. looo4 oalle tor • :rapl)' OD rq 

part? It ao, plouo proper a oDo - oth...Uo rotan tor ay tu ..... 

Sf.!' 46'70 
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