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CARE MUST 3E EXERCISED TO FEEVENT FREMATURE PUBLICA-
TIO0N.

STEPHEN EARLY
Secretary to the Prasident

Yesterdny, June fourth, 1944, Rome fell to Americen and
Allieé troopa. The first of the Axis capitals is now in our
hands, One up and two to go!

It 1s perbaps significant that the first of these cepitals
ta fall should haws the longest history of all of them, The story
of Rome goss back to the time of the foundations of our civilizaticnm.
Wo can otill sse there moruments of the time when Romé and the Rozans
sontrolled the whole of the then kmown werld. That, too, is sig-
nificant, for the United Nations are determined that in the futurs
na one city mnd no one race will be able to gontrol the vhole of the
world.

In addition to the momuments of the older times, we also
gen in Roms the great aymbol of Christianity, which has reached into
almost every part of the world, Thera are other shrines and other
churches in many places, but the churchés end ahrines of Rome are
viaible aymbola of the foith and determination of the early saints
and mertyra that Christisnity should live end become universal. And
novw 1t will be a source of deop satisfaction that the freodom of the
Pope ond of Vatican City ia spsured by, the arsios of the nited
Nationa. 1

It is also significant that Rome has heen liberated by the
ermed forces of many nations. The American ard PFritish srmies - who
bora the chief burdens of battle - found at thelr gides our ovn
American heighbors, tis gallent Canadians. The fighting Rew Zealanders
from the far Zouth Pacific, the couragecus French and the Franch
Moroccans, the South Africans, the Poles and the East Indians -- all
of them fought with us on the bleody approaches to Rome.

The Ttallans, too, forswearing e partnership in the Axis
which they never desired, have sent their trocpa to Join @ in owr
battles againat the German trespassera on their soll.

The prospect of the liberation of Rome meant enough to
Hitler and his generals to induce them to fight dssperately at great
coat of men and materials and with great sacrifice to thelr crumbling
Esptern line and to their Weetern fromt.  Ho thanka are due to them
if Fome wna opared the devastatlon which the Germans wronked on Naples
and other Ttalimn clties. Tho Allled Conerals manouvered so skill-
fully thet the Nazis could only have stayed long onough to damage
Ffome at the risk of losing their armiea.
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But Rome is of course more than & military objective.

Ever aince before the days of the Cassars, Home has stood
as & sysbol of authority. Rome wad the Republic. Rome was the
Empire. Rome was the gatholie Church, and Rome was the capital of
n United Italy. Later, unfortunately, Rome becasme the poat of
Ffascism -- one of the three capitals of the Axis,

For & quarter century the Italian pecple warse enalaved
and degraded by the rule of Mussolini from Roms. They will mark
its liberation with deep emotion. In the north of Italy, the people
are ptill dominated and threatened by the Nazi overlords and their
Fascist puppets.

pur victory comes at an axoollent time, while our Allied
foress are poissd for another strike at Western Europe -- and while
armies of other Nezi soldiers mervously awnit our assault, And our
gnllant Russian Allies continus to make their pewer felt more and
moTd.

Froo a atrictly military standpoint, we had leng mgo Ac-
complished certain of the main objectives of cur Itslian campalgn ==
the control of the sea lanes of the Moditerranesn to shorten our =
sombat and supply lines, and the capture of the airports of Foggle
from which we have gtruck telling blows on the continant,.

.

It would be unwise to inflate in our own minds the military
importanca of tha capture of Roma, We shall have to push through &
long period of greater effort and flercer fighting pefore wo gat into
germany itself. The Ger=ans have retreated thousacds of miles, all
the wey from the gates of Cairo, through Litys and Tunisia and Sieily
and Southern Ttaly. They have suffersd heavy losses, but not great
anough yet to causg eollapas.

permany has not yet beon driven to surrender. Gormany has
not yet been driven to the point where sha will bae unsble to re-
commance world conquest a gonaration hence.

Therefors, the victory still lies some distance shesd.
That distance will be covered in dus tima == have no Tear of that.
But it will be tough and it will be costly.

In Ttaly the pecple had lived so long under the corrupt
rule of Mussolini that, in spite of the tinsel at the top, thelir
gconomic condition had grown standily worse, Our troocps have found
starvation, malnutrition, dissase, o deteriornting education and
lowered public health -- all ty-products of the Faselst misruls.

Tha taak of the Allies in peoupation has beon stupendous.,
We have had to start at the very bottom, assisting loenl governmenta
to reform on democratic lines. We have had to give them bread to re-
place that which was stolen out of their mouths by the Germans. We
hawve hnd to mnke 1t possible for the Italians to ralee gnd use their
own loenl crops. We have to help them clesnse thelr schools of
Fasolst trappings.

The American people o8 s whole approve thas salvoge of
these human beings, who are only now lsarning to walk in & new
ntmosphere of frecdom.

Soms of us may lot our thoughts run to the financinl cost
of it, Essentislly it is what we can enll & form of relief. At the
gams time wa hope that this relief will be an investment for the
future =-- an investment that will pay dividends by aliminating
Fnscism nnd ending any Italian desires to start another war of ag-
greasion in the futura, They are dividends whigh justify such an
{rvestmant, bogmusse they are additional supports for world poace.
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The Italian people are capable of self-government, We
do not lose sight of thelr virtues as a peace=loving nation.

We remember the many centuries in which the Itallans
wora leaders in the arts snd sciences, mriching the lives of
all mankind.

Ve remesber the great sons of the Itallsn people —
Galileo and Marconi, Michelangelo and Dantes — mnd that fearlesa
discoverar who typifies the courage of Italy — Christopher Columbus,

Italy cannot grow in stature by seeking to build up &
great militaristic empire, Italians have been overcrowded within
their own territories, but they do not need to try to conquer the
lands of other pecples in order to find the breath of life, Other .
peoples may not want to be conquered.

In the past, Italians have come by the millions to the
United States, Thuy have been welcamed, they have prospered, they
have become good citizens, ecemunity and goverrmental leaders,
They are not Italian-Americans, They are imericans —— Americans
of Italian descent,.

Italians have gone in great mumbers to the other Amerlcas —
Brazil and the Argentine, for example — and to many other nations
in every continent of the world, giving of their industry and their
talents, and schicving succeas and the comfort of geed living.

Italy should go on &s a groat mether nation, contributing
to the culture and progress and good will of all mankind — and
developing hur spscial talents in the arts, crafts, and scionces,
and preserving her historic and cultural heritage for the benafit
of &1l peoples, =

We want and axpect the help of the future Italy toward
lasting peace. All the other nations cpposed te Fasclsm and Nazlsm
ghould help give Italy a chance,

The Oermans, after years of deminstion in Home, left the
people in the Eternal City on the verge of starvation, We and the
British will do evervthing we can to bring them relief, Anticipating
the fall of Rome, we made preparations to ship feed supplies to
the eity, but it should be borne in mind that the needs are so great
and the transportation requirements of our crmies so heavy that
improvement must be gradusl. Wo have alresdy begun to save the
lives of the men, womsn and ehildren of Rome.

This is an example of the officiency of your machinery
of war, Tho magnificent sbility and energy of the American people
in growing the crops, bullding the merchant ships, making and
collecting the cargoos, getting the supplies over thousands of miles
of water, and thinking ahead to meet emargencies — all this spells,
I think, an smazing efficiency on the part of our armed forces, all
the varicus agencies working with them, ard American industry and
labor as a whole, 5

No great effort like this can be a hundred per cent
perfect, but the batting average ls very, very highs

I extend the congratulations and thanks of the American
prople to General Alexander, who has been in command of the whole
Ttalisn operstionj to General Clark and Genoral Leesss of the Fifth
and the Eighth Armies; to General Wilson, the Supreme Allied
Commander of the Mediterranesn thoater, and General Devers his
Anerican Deputy; to General Eaker; to Admirals Cunningham
and Howitt; and to sll thelr brave officers and men.

May God bless them and watch ower them n;-|d over all of
our gallant, fighting men.
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