


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

March 10 , 1941 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

Attached is a piece by Raymond Clapper 
J( 

about the German tactics 1n Poland. 

This covers much of tho ground which 

was reported to Myron Taylor from Vatican 

sources , in a comme~hich you recently 

passed on to Mr . Wel les . 

Attachment . 

,.y6t.o­
< rr9Y.:.3 

w.;,]r.r:-~ 
A. A. B. , Jr. , :;.a 
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Washington Daily News 

\ 'tKt: wA8111..Crott OAfl. y t.EWS. 'w~Y7~t.''s .... 1M) 

';Going Too.Far If 
By Raymond Clapper 

r: 18 ha.rd 10 Undlmi&nd thole a,pontr~l.l 
ol \.he Ad.mtnl.lt.raUon who al lh• la~ 

oonUnu. 1.0 obl\.r\lc'-- and dclar a nd 
up public miltrw.L ol dlort.l lO MJp 
tlthl off U1c Nul hand ot \e:rror. 

~:~:;~~haa~c~had 1'1111 opponunstr to aput. ! no Jc8 l.haft the mtncwttr. ..... ... __ _ 
'11M ltncHe•• tiG1 W"U lntrodaeed tn \ht 

How. Jan. 10, 7\lU htarlnp have llftn htkl 
\p bol.h houaa. Oppontn\.1 Wtrt I IYtn lUll 
opportunity LO 11.1'-t Lhtlr 'Y1ewt. 8cnate 
debat.t hu bet.n aolnt on atnce Ptb, 1'1. Ho 
one hu been prevtnMd from 1PtUtn1. Out 

t 'rt'7 dtort to ut.tnd WOI'dnl: boUn ln Lbe 8t'n&'- tn O«kr 
10 _..,. abou&. a "'- bu t1em GPPQMd ll1 \be he.ncUIJ t1 
oppoota&. wUh U'J,_t4; l.ba& tbe:1 would L&Zk tnddlaiLII)'. Ttw7 
'ba" put cSemoc:nUc ma\hod.l to a ....,. "-'- u aa co Ulll 
hlch cred.Jt ot U'Je maJotttr that I& hu LniLated upon at. 
rtlhL 01 &.he mlnort\f to tuu dtbat.t, llut. the mJncwttr il 
iaktnc Unntaat ot Lha\ loya.Jty to dvuoeraUc methOdl, to 
deJa,y a d.eel.don. • ~ 

Wb.Ut Lhey 10 on \.tlklnl 1J1 the atnaw. Hitler aou on 
Po!Ulne more coont:ttu Ud.« h1l 'Dtanktt. or IU&bL The mlnorlt7 
&alb a IOOd 6ee1 allouL Ill; loft of ~ Jtt h. nct4* 
vntnO'NCl bJ lbe IIcht ot t.a:rwbm I"'OIlDD OD ID EUrope. 1t .II 
nol ahowlnl: Ulc ltUl ln\c"'t ID htiJMc to put YU INittriall 

Qukkl1 ln ~t hancb Of &be OolJ ~· ln J!lnpe \bat 11 
lt.an4lnl up tn• delt.NC of ttl own ti'H<Lom. 

PR&88 41A;pe.t.che-a rtport. \hat Oerman a ul.hornlu havt for· 

bld4tn Lh.e AMenotn Mlnla:tet to Roa'lt.rlla. Pratlklln w.ou. 
O.m&htt. to )aft Jkac.ha.ntt altho Roman.lan au\bariLia tn.nt.ed 

- - ,..w"'- ba .. , - - •- Am<rlcoA 
ctiplomt.&k "prumtau... Ill It&IJ', "'*" are oNJ -.mpka. 

' Tbc Nul rq1me hu rtf*td w pamJt A.mt:rlc:an dJptocuUc 
oUkl.ala to co Into Poland. 'lbe: "'nC'W trdtr"' tn l'uropt 1.1 
belna tnruelcd upon l'lt1pltu peopla b1 met.hoda AD ahamttul 
IJ\a~ •ltlcy mwt be kept tt<:ret. • 

However, ~ certain oha.nMll!ootndall htN hue rtetlvtd 
JnfOt'mi.Uon that. tht1 conal4u bt correct u t.a fr,lhUul 
mt-Lhodl used lft lba d•&nac:tlca ol Pola.nd.. 00c Ofndal bert 
ck:tcrtbel .l.t ... dM -.nvnk:r of a NUOD. • 

MOIUt lhon I,IOOPQO N• ba,. - - t- -
Poland. locludlnc &ht Dandc artt.. • to male toom fOr 

oerroant btOUCht out of the. BalUc counlttel. The urrootcd 
Pole~ hne ~n dumped tnt.o t'A!ntra.t Poland. ln tbt Wa.raaw 
a..rea, maklnc of 1L a vut. chttto. Prom \be lln~1e town of 
Polna.n, Yltb a tot.&J populaUon Of abOut. DI.OOO, baH \he 
JltOP)a biYe bteo Cltp()lr1.t4. P'rOm OM ...WI dJI&rlct. ot lep 

U\a.n .... ~u.. lll,aoo ~ WU'e taka. Pol .. ltlt 
behind haft had Ulodr houu Ul4 SlrOPttt1 \Alert t-.. lhtm.. 

OttmaN uoda'toc* a procra.m ot dotparU.:rc l.OOUOO Nl&h 
labortta to OennanJ. 'l"htR men and lloJ• • trt forced Into 
labor baUaUona and &h.lpped lo Gt:rma.nJ, M IAJ wert OJ. &led 
or othtrwla Sneapaclt.aled tor wcwl:, Thll 1.1 recarcltd b7 oftl· 
clala htrt aa alucrr of \he ma~L brul.al, m!dleval l)'Pt. 

Otrmana alao hut under\ab.D to uLermlna t. the lnttUeetual 
d._ or Pol&od. O&s.bolk l:llibol:ll a.od prielll ha'" btm t.ht 
~ ob.)cdf ot &h.'- c.rtat.mftlt. anarcbu bawc bed doMd., 

el"'" c:omJIIHd7 • 101' aD acrp& t:wo Of' ~- boun a wtf-k. 
Otrmt.nl ba•• IM\Itd ..,. prob.ltll\lftc coofeulonl ln tiM 
PoiWl ~ ... Tbt1 ha .. trutoduotd &he .. .._,~ trutn'lcni• 
bJ Ottman prlat. whO ITflnt. tna.U \lanUt t.blotuUon •lt.hO\Il 
h .. r1n1 oonte..Son•. 1n ••t.tm PoJt.nel 1000 •ol!Ah prteda .,.,, 
t.lLhcr lmpr1aoned or deport.ed. 

RtPGN of ~l ai.I'OCJUea han 'bttn recehed but. Oltldela 
diaclounL t.htm in UM a btmct of rdlablt ..,_,.wltftal wrltk:aUoG. 
'ftw7.,.. I.Dkrat.td tn t.be patc:r atrod'J. U\t dtllbcr.Lc •W'dn 
ot a M\loa aod 1M en.n.tOI'CNIUIIp ol t.bl: people: lftto a mau 
of al.na.. 
'f'Kl8 .. lhe • •• 0 .. ... ,. · tat one na Uon 

&a r•laL iL 
WL l.he ....... 



Ky dear Kr . Preaident1 

When tho Pol1ah Ambassador called recently he 

lett with me a memorandum Which contained in port a 

re<tuoat tor our aaa1etance in oxpedi t i ng the evac'-1&­

tion tram tho Soviet Union of Poliah m111 tary nod 

civilian prisoner s and deportooa. Tho Ambasaador added 

in this connection that Oonernl Sikorski had coked that 

~1• matte r be brought to your at tent ion. 

There io o.ttaohed, ror your ccna1dera t 1on and poe­

sibl o a pproval, a dratt tolor,ra m t o Admiral Standley. 

The substance or the port1nont porti ons or the comorandua 

or tho Pol 1ah Ambaaeador a ppeo.ra ln tho draft toloGr~. 

Fai t.!l fully yours , 

Hnclosuro; 

Dra!'c t olc&rrun . 

Tho Preai <len t , 

Tbo 'o'lh1 to Bouao . 

J 
\ 
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ITASHING'l'Otl 1 

llq 12, 1942. 

AllmlCAN El!BASSY, 

KUIBISREV. 

Vlhen t ho Polish Anlbassador called on tho Under Secre tary on 

~~a¥ 5 he lett a lliOI:lorandum, the substance or which is in part ae 

follows: 

As the Soviet Government has dela.Y"d further in giving effect to 

clauses which the Polish and Soviet Governments agrood upon concorninB 

(1) Polish 11111tary and civilian evacuation to Iron rroa Russia, (2) 

additional ...,aN for recruitin& by Polish military authorities of 

Polish soldiers in Soviet Russia, (3) delo,ys in errectin& the release 

of both civilian deportees and prisoners of war, the Government or 

Pbland ha.o instructed the Allsbassador or Poland at Kuibyshev to present 

to the Soviet Goverraent a note requesting the tul!~nt or obliga­

tions W¥1ertaken 111th respect to these three points. 

It is added in the memoranclwn t hat in view of tho importance at 

this time of completing the evacuation, particularly of tho Polish 

military to Iran, and in order to hasten the recondit.ionine and equipPin& 

ot those Polish forces for active eerviee in the Near Zast, the Polioh 

Ambassador i n WnebinBton is instructed to ask the Soc.reta.ry of State 

it the Oove~nt or the United states could support the etf'orts of the 

Oonrment ot Poland at Kuibyshev in this =tter. 

You ~ in your discretion, whenever euitable opportunities present 

themselves, express the hope or the American Government t hat t he Soviet 

authorities ll3lce as llborel interpretation as circumstancu will permit 

of ito various agreements 111th the Pollah Oovernoent . It is believed 

that in expressing such hopes you will find it possible to aake it 

clear that we have no desire to intervene in ditrorences which aro sure 

to arise from time to ti.mo between the two Gover monts in the carrying 

out of these agreeoonts or to take sides in dia~tea 111th regard to the 

citicenship ot individuals , but that it is our conviction t ll3t the diapla.r 

of a generous attitude on the pert of the Soviet authorities would materially 

further the joint war effort by promoting a greater spirit of confidence 

between two ot the cost important United Nations of East.em Europe . 

LAH: Ll'IH 
Eu:\7JO: .ua1 
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"l'b• SOclN\.er7 ot IS"-te recent.l.7 tOI"'V'U"t'4 to • a cc:.· 

~t ... •ts-1 \7--- ot - lloUIN'~ - -
Mlnlat.ue ot YvaD~UTla and. t .a ' c ~ OD Mhllt of' U. Cicn'tm· 

2367 

~~tnte ot hl.stua, er.toe, f.uxembou.:rs, lforwa11 llttborl""""-1 Poland., 

C&oohoelovald..a, Y\lcOelaYia 61'14 t.he honob Hat.lonal Ca.! tte'i 1ft 

J.oo4Cin, c.all.J..ns at.t.enUm t.o \be brarb&r1c crt.~ e.p!.nlt ctrtltan 

popv.lat.tone vtlic.b ..,.. beJnc ccx:ait.t.A 1D o;cqp1t4 001mt.r1ea, par­

Uc~lJ on tb• oont.t.nent. or aurop.. 

In tbt1 ccau:dcat.lon, attonUCI'l. vu 1nT1te4 t.o tho 

4ooluatlcm ots-1 1ll Loa4aD .., JonoN7 1}, 19'12 b7 lbt ...,.,... 

HDtC1 YH ot G1De CO'"n::.ftW vboe6 cCNDtrioe ve ~ Cicnlsft 

occupe.tlon, Tbb ~l.arat.ion atttrnN. that eote ot Ytolence t.b\&1 

porpotrat.ocl asainat. the etv1Uon pop\ll6tlona aro at vert&nee vtth 

aoceptecl. 14ou conc•n"l1n& act.e ot vv aDil poltt.tC4l ott..,.•• N 

tboee ere \lrJ:lm"nn04 'b7 olYillr.K MUCDII; 1\.etAd. that. the pgniab• 

_,,, ~ tM 0.....,.1 ot orsont•oct J=tico ot u.- .,.U~ -

rooponalblo tar tbtoo cri.r!oe , 1e ono ot tbe pf'lnotpal. \IIU" ~ ot 

t.bo cant.r&et.ing &OTOrnmontej ~ recordo4 tho 4oterminat1on of Ulo 

c.cmtrecttnc SOT•rr-.nt.e 1.n a IJ>lrlt. ~ 1ntem6tl~ .oU4U1.tJ' t.o 

... t.o u. that thoM p.Ut;r tnc1 ro~tblo, Watnor c.bolr net1on­

..Ut71 aro band.ecl OYOr t.o J\Jat1co and. triod and that 'tho eontonc•o 

pronounoocl aro can-1od out . 

!be ccauuce.ttcm 'Vbteh I MTe JQn. ,..c:,e!..-.4 traa tba 

cbtefe of ate•tCI'I ot the K~lendl, ~Tta en4 tux=' o :ag 

ot.at.eo that. t.beoo e.oto ot opprooston and "tOn"'r' ho.n takon propor· 

'tlC~~M M4 tor=& pvtns: r tao to t.bo toe.r that. u tho Mt'oat ot tho 

Obni1 oountrtca a])proe.cbN, th• 'be.rba!'lc and unrolont.t.ns c.bareO'-Or 

or Ulo occupa.u.CICI&l ~ vtll boca. a:xre .,-Del Cll4 -., non 

load. to th• e:xtormlnat.tcm ot c.GT'tOin popu.l.at.tona. 

Aa I ot.ated. on OctObo:r 25, 1~1: 

"Ytt4 practice ot oxoout1ng IICOI"'H or lnr!lOC«lt 

boetci.St'a 1n reprilal tor 1eolatod. at.tt.clce on Oer­

IIIM8 11\ countrioa 1.0nlporv'U7 under tho Had bool 

re?Olt. a vorl.d. ~ tnurocl to auttert.ns and. 

.........Utt. C1rtllu4 peop1H ~- adopW4 t1» 

keto ~1nc1plo tb&t. no mn abou14 be puntebed. r:w 
tho dOocl ot anotllor , Unable to apP'l'Ohend Ulo por­

eona involYecl 1n t.hooe attecka tho Nada cbaractor· 

tott-.14' ~- ru:tt.,. a b..wod tm<IC4nt 

Ptnone. !bose We VCNl.d. 'col.lal>orate' Yith Jlitl.er 

or try t.o appeM• hla cannot. 1gnoro t.hia sbut.l.:f 
vvntna. 

-rbe a.&1a alabt. haY• l•U'D04 ftocD the laa'-
vv the UlpouibUl\;7 at bi"Mk:lns ntn1a ap1.r1t. b7 

t.orrortw. J.n.etea4. that ~lgp tbolr 1 lobonal'fWQ.1 

en4. 'nev ordor' by doptba or ~.Lghtt~Anoes vbloh 

...., tbo7 ban DOTer eppl"'aCbecl l:lotON. 'lhe1o an 

tho act.. ot ~te 01!11 \~be kDov 1n \boir l1Ml"'t8 

t.ba.t tbe7 cermot. vtn. PTtetrttulnoaa c.an Qlt'r'er br1nf5 

pGace to !'u.ropo, It only eove tho aCHHls or he.tl"e4 

Vbteb vtll oae W br1na fOU'f'ul rotrtbution. " 

Tbe Gcrrtrn::aa:rt ot \be Un1 to4 at.at.at bM bean llWV't t or ac:aa 

tlDO of thoa• orimoa. 01ar Qo:vorr=ont ta conlt.t.nU,. reco1rtns t44.1-

t.lona.l 11\to:t'Qation from dop0'1'14.$'blo aourcoo and U velc(ICM)e roporto 

traa an7 t;naatvOl"tlu' eource Wleh voul.4 e.selat. 1n lCOePlna our gr'OY­

tns t"'m4 ot 1nton:aa\.1oa an4 0'1'14a:Oee qp to 4ate end reUU.le. 

'J'bo UnltH. Na\.-lOI'Ia &re S01fl8 to vln t.h11 var. \!bon ViOtol'7 

bu been .abloncl, 1 t i.e tbo purpo~o ot t.bo Go'VoJ'fDIIOt of the UrU tocl 
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States, ao I !mow lt io the purpo:~e of each of the United Natjono, 

to make appropriate ueo of the information and evidonce 1n rospoct 

to those barbaric cri:mee of tho in'ladors, 1n El.'ropa and in Asia. 

It socma onl.Y fair that they ohould have this uernillG that the 

time v!ll c01:10 when they shall have to stan<i. 1n courts of law in 

the very countries which thoy ere now oppressing and answer for 

their acts . 



Letter to tlle Precl.dct ~that by"ilwtruotl.cm o~ Otnenl '~ 

the Pollab .Ambuaadol" hendecl hia a letter addreeMd to the PrM. (.S.pd by" .1m 

CiMhmt '7) 1lb1oh be •ol••1 re the tate ot the oildrtD otJ;,!:~ ~ 1n Bueai&. 

Mr. Well.u ~ tbe .U.l"iom Red cro.. bu reo1d rtporte reoea 11bich .tiDif that the OCD­

diticm ot tbeH PoU.h ob1.l.drc 1n the soriat Unicm i.e ~te- bet~ that e:1Doe 

food euwJ.iee ar •aple 1n 110-t eutarn parte ot the 'OII1.Cil ot Sollth Atri.oa, it~ be 

a eplm"'d plm to tey to nutate the ob1l.dreD mel tbCr 110tbar8 there- teela that the 

Gorcm.mt ot the u. ot So. Atri.oa woul.4 ;S.n 1te oon~&t, pr0'1'1.4ed the a.r1oc Red Ol'ou 

&g1'Md to pron.ct. tor tlla oa.re m:l aint«wnoe ot tbl• ntupe. untn tbe tad ot the -.r. 

Sa1a he bu ci1eou-.c1 the probl• ld.th Bonm DnU e:od he qr:'M8 t!a t th1e 1e the ..t 

practical nggMti.Cil Cld ... it the ~. approt'U 1n prinoiple 1d.ll be l.flt b1a kDcllf IDd 

he (Slama' Wal.lae) w1l.l. then dieOUN the Batter fUrther with the ~h •eba•81dGr and 

othere CCilOerned. PeooU notaticm ...,... - s.w. - o.r. - r.D.!., 5/'1.0/U. 

See P. P.F. 754!5 
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