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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

March 10, 1941

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

x#é3-A
Attached 1s a pilece by Raymond Clapper . e: G
4
about the German tactics in Poland.
#1284
This covers much of the ground which
was reported to Myron Taylor from Vatlcan x76-70

sources, in a comment” which you recently
passed on to Mr. Welles,
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Washington Daily News
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N Coing Too Far —
By Raymond Clapper

I8 hard to understand those opponenls
of the Adminlstration who at this late
date continue to obatruct and delay and -
to whip up mistrust of efforts Lo help
England fight off the Nasi hand of -terror.
Everyone has had full oppartunity to speak.
The majority, no less than the minerity,
has insisted that all should be heard.
The lend-leass bill was introduced in the
House Jan. 10, Pull hearings have been held
in both houses. Opponents were given full
cpportunity to state thelr views. Senale
debate has been going on since Peb, 17. Ko
one has been prevented from speaking. But
 every effort to extend working hours in the Senate in order
-mmmmutnwuhumwummma
opponents with threats that they would talk indefinitely. They
“‘have put democratic methods to & severe test. It Is to the
high credit of the majority that It has insisted upon (he
right of the minority to full debate. But  the minority s
taking mdvantage of that loyalty to democratic methods, Lo
delay a decislon. '

While they go on talking In the Benale, Hitler goes on
pulling more countries under his blanket of night. The minority
wn-mummnumuwmumm
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quickly In the hands of the only people in Eurcpe that is
standing up In defense of its own freedom,

an dispatches report that Oerman authorities have for-

bidden the American Minlster to Romanla, Franklin Mott

Gunther, to leave Bucharest altho Romanian authorities granted
such permission. Restrictions have been placed upon American
diplomatic representatives In Italy. Those are only samples,

‘* The Nazl regime has refused o permit American diplomatic
officials to go Into Poland. The “new order” In Europe s
being inflicted upon helpless pecples by methods so shameful
that ‘they must be kept secret. :

However, thru certaln channels, officlals here have recelved
information that they consider to be correct as to frightful
methods used in the destruction of Poland. Omne official here
describes It ms the “murder of & nation.”

Mﬂ-ﬂt than 1500000 Poles have been deported from western
Poland, Including ihe Danzlg ares, ' to make room for
Germans brought out of the Baltle countries, The uprooted
Poles have been dumped Into central Poland, in the Warsaw
grea, making of It & vast ghetto. From the single town of
Poznan, with & total population of mbout 300,000, hall the
people have been deported. From one small district of less
than 200,000 population, 132000 persons were taken. Poles left
behind have had their houses and property taken from them.
Germans undertook a program of departing 1,000,000 Pellsh
laborers to Clermany, These men and boys were forced into
labor battallons and shipped to Germany. Many were 0,
or otherwise incapacitated for work. This ls regarded by offl-
cials here as slavery of the most brutal, medieval Lype.
Ciermans also have undertaken to exterminats the intellectual
classes of Poland. Catholic bishops and priests have been the
particular cbjects of this treatment. Churches have been closed
gither completely or for all excepl two or three hours & .

i

Germans have issued orders prohibi esslons in the
Pollsh language. have introduced “phaent treatment”
by Cerman priests grant mass blanket absolution without

They are interested In the greater atroclty, the deliberate murder
5nummmmwm-umummwmm-mm
laves, "

is the k=" “ st one nation
a -t o resist it
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My dear Mr, Fresident:
When the Poliah Ambassador called recently he
left with me & memorandum which contalned 1n part a

reguest for our asslstance ln expedliting the evacua-
X220

x4 T
civilian priscners and deporteea, The Ambassador added x z/7¢

tion from the Soviet Union of Polish military and

in this comnectliocn that CGensral Sikorski had asked that
t:t;in matter be brought to your attentlon.

There 1s attached, fcr your ccnalderation and pos=-
sible approvel, a draft telerram to Admiral Standley. X¥77
The substance of the pertinent portiona of the memorandum

of the Pelish Ambassador appears in the draft telegram,
Paithfully yours,

Wellen
Sumpner x},ﬂ

Enclosure:

Draft telogram,
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The President, ¢€5FK//
Tho Wihite Houso, ¢
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TELEGRAM SENT
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
m 12, 19‘42-

AMFRICAN EMBASSY,
KUIBYSHEV.

When the Polish Ambassador called on the Under Secretary onm
May 5 he left a memorandum, the substance of which is in part as
follows:

x4

As the Soviet Government has delayed further in giving effect to
clauses which the Folish and Soviet Governments agreed upon concerning
(1) Polish military and civilian evacuation to Iran from Russia, (2)
additional means for recruiting by Polish military authorities of
Folish soldiers in Soviet Russia, (3) delays in effecting the release
of both civilian deportees and prisoners of war, the Government of
poland has instructed the Ambassador of Poland at Kuibyshev to present
to the Soviet Government a note requesting the fulfillment of obliga-
tions undertaken with respect to these three points.

It is added in the memorandum that in view of the importance at
this time of completing the evacuation, particularly of the Folish
military to Iran, and in order to hasten the reconditioning and equipping
of these Folish forces for active service in the Near [ast, the Folish
Ambassador in Washington is instructed to ask the Jecretary of State
if the Government of the United States could support the efforts of the
Goverrment of Foland at Kuibyshev in this matter.

You may in your discretion, whenever suitable opportunities present
themselves, express the hope of the American Covernment that the Soviet
authoritics make as liberal interpretation as circumstances will permit
of its various agreements with the Polish Government. It is believed
that in expressing such hopes you will find it possible to make it
clear that we have no desire to intervene in differences which are sure
to arise from time to time between the two Governments in the carrying
out of these agreements or to take sides in disputes with regard to the
citigenship of individuals, but that it is our conviction that the display
of a generous attitude on the part of the Soviet authorities would materially
further the joint war effort by promoting a greater spirit of confidence
between two of the most important United Nations of Eastern Europe.

LAH: LAH
Eu:ViJG: AMI
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

The Seoretary of State recently forvarded to me a com-
munication limhrMdenmmmm
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menta of Belglum, Greece, Luxembourg, Norway, Metherlands, PFoland,
Czochoalovakis, Yugoalavia and the Fremch Naticnal Committed 1m0
London, calling attention to the barbaric crimes againat civilian
populations vhich are being committed in cocoupied countries, par-
ticularly on the continent of Europo.

In this coommnication, attentlion was invited to the
dsclaration signed in London on January 13, 1942 by the repre-
sontadkdvea of nine governments whose countriecs aro under German
pocupation, This declaration affirmed that asts of violsnce thun
perpotrated against the civillan populations are at varlance with
acoepted ideas concerning acts of war and political offenseca as
theas are underatood by civilized nations; steted that tho punish-
memt, through the channel of organized justice of those guilty mnd
responsible for these crimes, is one of the principal war aims of
tho contracting governments; and recordsd the determination of the
contracting governments in a spirit of interrational soliderity to
aso to it that those guilty and responsible, whatever tholir nation-
ality, ere handed ever to Justice and tried and that the sentencea
pronounssd are carried out.

The commnication which I have Jjust received from the
chisfs of mission of the Netherlands, Tugoalavia and Luxesbourg
gtates that thepe acts of opprossicn and terror have taken propor-
tions and forms giving rise to the fear that as the defeat of tho
enemy countries approaches, the ‘tarbaric and wrelenting character
of the oocupational rogime will bocome moro marked and may even
1sad %o the sxtormination of certain populationa,

Ao I otated on October 25, 1941:

"The practice of executing scoros of innocent
hoatages in reprisal for {polated attacks on Ger-
mans in countries temporerily under the Nazi heel
ravolts a world already inured to puffering and
brutality., Civilized pecples lomg age adopted the
banioc principle that no man should be puniched faor
the deed of ancther, Unsble to approhend the per-
sems involved in those attacks the Nazis character-
iptically slaughter fifty or a hundred innocent
perpsons. Those who would 1epllaborate! with Hitler
or try to appease him cannot ignore this ghastly
warning.

"The Hafls might have learnsd from the laat
war the impossibility of brealking men's apirit by
terrorisn, Inatead they develop their 1 1obonsraum’
and 'mew order' by dsptha of frightfulness which
even they have never spproashed before, Thesc are
the acts of desperate men vho kmow im thelr hearta
that they cennot win, Frightfulness can never bring
peace to Burope, It.m:hramthenadnorhum&
which will one day bring fearful retribution.”

The Government of the United States han been aware for soome
time of these crimes. Our Govermment 1s constantly receiving addi-
t1omal information from dependsblo sources and 1t weloomes reports
from eny trustworthy scurce which would assist in keeping our grow=
ing fund of information end evidense up to date and reliable.

The United Nations are going to win this war. When victory
has been achieved, it is the purposs of the Government of the United
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States, as I know 1t is the purpose of each of the United Nations,
to make appropriate use of the information and evidence in respect
to those berbaric crimes of the invaders, in Fvrope and in Apla.
Tt secms only fair that they should have this verning that the
time will come when they shall have to stand in courts of law in
the very countries which they eare now oppreseing and answer for
their acts.
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